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PREFACE 


THE  editor  can  now  congratulate  his  readers  and  himfelf,  on  having  brought  this 
work  to  a  conclufion.  He  expected  to  have  done  fo,  at  a  much  more  early  date. 
Unforefeen  difficulties  arofe  to  prevent  the  accomplilhment  of  his  defign*.  The  beft 
apology  for  this  delay,  is  to  point  out  fome  of  the  principal  improvements  that  it  was 
found  requifite  to  make  to  the  original  publication,  and  which  have  principally  occa- 
fioned  the  tardinefs  of  the  editor  in  fulfilling  his  engagements* 

In  the  article  of  Poland,  befides  numerous  corrections  in  point  of  ftyle,  and  the 
omiffion,  or  emendation  of  many  exceptionable  paflages,  the  hiftory  of  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  new  conflitution  in  1791,  and  its  fubfequent  overthrow,  have  been  newly 
written  for  the  prefent  edition.  The  eflay  on  Greek  literature,  in  the  fucceeding 
article,  has  alfo  been  added,  and  another,  on  a  fimilar  fubjecl:,  under  the  head  of  Tur- 
key in  Afia*  With  refpect  to  the  internal  administration  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and 
the  domeftic  manners  of  its  people,  fome  interefting  details  have  been  borrowed  from 
Baron  de  Tott,  and  M.  de  Peyfonnel.  The  article  of  Tartary  in  Afta  will  alfo  be 
found  confiderably  improved.  To  that  of  China  large  additions  have  been  fubjoined, 
and  in  particular,  befides  other  heads,  under  thofe  of  population  and  literature.  India 
within  the  Ganges  has,  among  other  additions,  an  article  extending  to  twelve  pages, 
on  the  adminiftration  of  the  Britifh  Eaft-India  Company.  The  hiftory,  under  the  fame 
head,  being  eight  pages,  is,  a  few  paragraphs  excepted,  entirely  new..  To  thejlates  of 
Barbary  there  has  been  added  a  new  article  on  their  hiftory.  The  United  States  of 
America  occupy  from  p.  243,  to  p.  580,  inclufive  in  the  prefent  volume.  It  was  no- 
ticed, in  the  preface  to  vol.  I.  that  the  account  given  by  Guthrie  was  altogether  trif- 
ling. It  has  been  entirely  laid  afide.  Under  this  head,  though  the  editor  has  exerted 
himfelf  to  the  utmoft  for  obtaining  authentic  materials,  he  is  fenfible  that  his  account 
is  at  a  very  great  diftance  from  perfect  accuracy.  The  rev.  Jedidiah  Morfe,  author  of 
the  Univerfal  Geography,  has  furnifhed  the  principal  part  of  it.  To  render  it  as 
complete  as  poffible,  application  has  been  made  to  gentlemen  refiding  in  different 
ftates  ;  and  to  their  affiftance  the  work  is  indebted  for  many  interefting  particulars 
that  have  not  hitherto  been  publifhed.. 

From  the  multiplicity  of  fubjects  that  are  to  be  examined,  and  the  multiplicity  of 
opinions .  that  arife  upon  every  fubject,  it  becomes  a  talk  of  the  greateft  delicacy  to 

*  One  reason  for  the  delay  has  been,  that  the  work  has  extended  to  fifty-six  numbers,  instead  of 
forty -eight,  which  were  originally  proposed.  The  eight  extra  numbers  have  been  delivered  gratis, 
to  the  subscribers,  agreeably  to  engagement.. 
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produce  a  tolerable  defcription  of  the  actual  ftate  of  any  country.  But  the  difficulty 
of  fuch  an  attempt  is  much  greater  with  refpect  to  the  United  States  of  America  than 
perhaps  any  other  country  in  the  world.  The  fcene  is  constantly  (hifting.  Altera- 
tions in  the  appearance  and  condition  of  many  parts  of  the  union  fucceed  each  other 
fo  rapidly,  that  what  was  true,  at  the  time  of  writing  an  article,  may  be  erroneous 
before  it  can  be  printed. 

The  account  of  France  is  given  at  the  clofe  of  this  work.  Under  that  head,  the  rea- 
fons  are  afligned  for  placing  it  there.  About  foHr-fifths  of  the  whole  have  been  com- 
pofed  for  the  prefent  edition.  The  reader  will  find  the  hiftory  of  the  republic  conti- 
nued down  to  the  furrender  of  Amfterdam. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  editor  of  this  work  can  only  fay,  that  he  has  done 
whatever  lay  in  his  power  to  make  the  catalogue  of  his  errors  as  fcanty  as  poffible  ; 
that,  when  compared  with  performances  of  the  fame  kind,  he  has  reafon  to  believe  it 
will  not  be  found  remarkably  defective*  ;  and,  if  he  does  not  every  where  fatisfy  the 
withes  of  the  reader,  he  may  be  fuffered  to  plead,  in  the  language  of  a  celebrated  an- 
cient, that  at  leafl  he  failed  in  an  arduous  undertaking. 

Philadelphia,  April  27,  1795. 

*  Whatever  may  be  its  defe&s,  they  have  not  arisen  from  want  of  exertion,  or  a  desire  to  avoid 
expense.  The  disbursements  for  editorship  alone  have  exceeded  one  thousand  dollars — and  for  maps 
five  thousand. 
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Situation  and  Extent. 


Miles. 


Length  700 

Greateft  Breadth  680' 


between 


Degrees, 
r  16  and  34  eaft  longitude. 
I4.6  and  57  north  latitude. 


B] 
the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania  annexed, was  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Livonia,  Mutcovy  •,  and  the  Baltic  fea  •,  on  the  eaft,  by  Mufcovy  ;  on  thefouth, 
by  Hungary,  Turkey,  and  Little  Tartary  ;  on  the  weft,  by  Germany  :  and,  had 
the  form  Gf  its  government  been  as  perfect  as  its  (ituation  was  compact,  it  might 
have  been  one  of  the  moft  powerful  kingdoms  in  Europe.   Its  grand  divifions  were, 


POLAND. 

Square 
Miles. 

Length. 

Breadth- 

Chief  Cities. 

r'loteltams.        f  Courland,  lub- 

Mittaw 

* 

jeft  to  Ruffia, 

4,414 

'74 

80 

iyi       J  Great  part  of  tli  is    distrifl  is 

'Lithuania, 

64.800 

333 

310 

£  now  possessed  by  Russia. 

Podolia, 

29,000 

360 

120 

Kaminieek 

Volhinia, 

25,000 

3°S 

150 

Lucko 

Great  Poland, 

19,200 

208 

180 

Gnesna 

Red  Ruffia, 

25,200 

232 

18,5 

Lemburgr  Now  chiefly   subject   to 
Cracow     c       Austria. 

Little  Poland. 

18,000 

230 

130 

Roman  Catho- 

Polefia, 

14,000 

186 

97 

Bressici 

lics.           <( 

Mafovia, 

8,400 

152 

90 

Warsaw^10"-21'5- 
WARSAWlN.lat.  52-15. 

Samogitia, 

8,000 

*55 

98 

liasiem 

PruffiaRoyal.or 

Elbing  j  Now  subject  to  Prussia. 

Poli.hPruffia, 

6,400 

118 

104 

Total,— 

Polachia, 

4,000 

*33 

42Bielh 

226,41.: 

Dantzic,  Thorn,  and  Elbing,  in 

Pruffia  Royal,  were 

flyled  free  cities,    and  were  under  the 

protection  of  Poland  ;   the  twi 
firft  has.  about  twelvemonths 

5  laft  had    been    feized  by  the  late  king  of  Pruflia.  and  thr 

ago,  been  formally 

feized  by  his  fucceffor. 

Name.]  Poland  isfaid  to  take  its  name  from  Polu,  or  Pole,  a  Sclavonian  word, 
which  fignifies  a  country  fit  for  hunting,  for  which  none  was  formerly  more  proper 
than  Poland,  on  account  of  its  plains,  woods,  and  game  of  every  kind. 

Climate.]  The  air  of  Poland,  in  the  northern  parts,  is  cold,  but  healthy.  The 
Carpathian  mountains,  which  feparate  Poland  from  Hungary,  are  covered  with 
everlafting  fnow.  This  has  been  known  to  fall  in  the  midft  of  fummer.  The  climate 
is  temperate,  but  the  air  is  rather  infalubrious,  on  account  of  the  numerous  woods 
and  morafles. 

Soil,  produce,  and  waters.]  The  country  is  level,  and  the  foil  is  fertile  in 
corn,  as  appears  from  the  vaft  quantities  that  are  fent  down  the  Viftula,  to  Dantzic. 
The  paftures  of  Poland,  efpecially  in  Podolia,  are  extremely  rich.  Here  are  mines 
of  filver,  copper,  iron,  fait,  and  coals.  Lithuania  abounds  in  iron  ochre,  black  agate, 
feveral  fpecies  of  copper  and  iron  pyrites,  red  and  grey  granite,  and  marine  petrifac- 

Vol.  II.  B 
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tions.  The  interior  parts  of  Poland  contain  forefts  which  furnifh  timber  in  great  quan- 
tities ;  fo  that  it  is  employed  for  houfe  building,  infteadof  bricks,  ftone,  and  tiles. 
Various  kinds  of  fruits  and  herbs,  and  fome  grapes,  are  produced  in  Poland,  but  their 
wine  feldom  or  never  comes  to  perfection.  Poland  produces  various  kinds  of  clay,  fit 
for  pipes  and  earthern  ware.  The  water  of  many  fprings  is  boiled  into  fait.  A  fpring, 
in  the  Palatinate  of  Cracow,  increafes  and  decreafes  with  the  moon,  and  its  virtues,  for 
the  prefervation  of  life,  are  faid  to  be  wonderful.  This  fpring  is  inflammable,  and 
by  applying  a  torch  to  it,  blazes  like  fpirit  of  wine.  The  flame,  however,  dances  on 
the  furface  without  heating  the  water. 

Rivers.]  The  chief  rivers  of  Poland  are,  the  Viftula  or  Weyfel,  theNeifter,  Nei- 
per,  or  Borifthenes,  the  Bog,  and  Dwina. 

Lakes.]  The  chief  of  the  lakes  contained  in  Poland,  are  Gopto,  in  the  palatinate 
ofByzefty;  and   Birals,  or  the  White  Lake. 

Vegetable  and  animal!    Some  are  peculiar  to  Poland  •,  and  particularly  a  kind 

productions.  J   of  manna,  if  that  can  be  called  a  vegetable,  which,  in 

May  and  June,  the  inhabitants  fweep  into  fieves  with  the  dew.  It  ferves  for  food,  dref- 

fed  various  ways.     Yellow  amber  is  frequently  dug  up  in  Lithuania,  in  pieces  as 

large  as  a  man's  fift,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  production  of  arefmous  pine. 

The  forefts  of  Warfovia,  or  Mafovia,  contain  plenty  of  buffaloes.  Horfes,  wolves, 
boars,  the  glutton,  lynx,  elks  and  deer,  all  of  them  wild,  are  common  in  the  Polifh  fo. 
refts  ;  and  there  is  a  fpecies  of  wild  horfes  and  affes,  and  wild  oxen.  A  kind  of  wolf  re- 
fembling  a  hart,  with  fpcts  on  his  belly  and  legs,  is  found  here,  and  affords  the  beft 
furs  in  the  country.  The  flefh  of  the  Polifh  elk  forms  the  moft  delicious  part  of  their 
greateft  feafts.  His  body  in  fhape  refembles  that  of  a  deer,  but  it  is  much  thicker 
and  longer  •,  the  legs  are  high,  the  feet  broad  and  cloven,  the  horns  large,  rough  and 
broad,  like  thofe  of  a  wild  goat.  Upon  diflecting  an  elk,  there  were  found  in  its 
head  fome  large  flies,  which  had  almoft  eaten  away  its  br.iins.  In  the  large  woods  of 
the  North  of  Europe,  this  animal  is  fometimes  attacked  by  a  large  fort  of  flies,  that 
lodge  in  its  ears,  and  as  in  the  inftance  above  mentioned,  force  their  way  into  its 
head.  This  perfecution  affects  the  elk  with  the  falling- ficknefs,  by  which  means  it 
has  been  eafily  taken. 

Poland  produces  a  creature,  called  the  bohac,  which  refembles  a  guinea-pig,  but 
feems  to  be  of  the  beaver  kind.  It  is  noted  for  digging  holes  in  the  ground,  which  it 
enters  in  October,  and  does  not  come  out,  except  occafionally  for  food,  till  April. 
They  have  each  feparate  apartments  for  their  provifions,  their  lodgings,  and  their 
dead  •,  they  live  together  by  ten  or  twelve  in  a  herd.  We  are  told,  that  in  Poland, 
the  quails  have  green  legs,  and  that  their  flefh  is  reckoned  unwholefome.  Lithuania 
has  a  great  variety  of  birds  ,  among  thofe  of  prey,  are  the  eagle  and  vulture.  The  re- 
miz,  or  little  fpecies  of  titmoufe,  is  frequently  found  in  this  country,  and  is  remark- 
able for  the  wonderful  ftructure  of  its  pendent  neft,  formed  in  the  fhape  of  a  long 
purfe. 

Population,  inhabitants,  manners,"!  Some  authors  have  fuppofed  Poland 
customs,  and  diversions.  J  and  Lithuania  to  contain  fourteen  milli- 

ons of  inhabitants.  The  Jews  are  extremely  numerous,  though  we  cannot  believe, 
what  has  been  faid,  that  they  ever  amounted  to  two  millions.  Since  the  firft  partition 
and  difmemberment  of  the  kingdom,  the  number  of  people  in  the  remaining  territory 
is  only  nine  millions,  of  whom  fix  hundred  thouflind  are  Jews,  i  he  provinces  taken 
by  Ruflia  are  the  largeft,  thofe  by  the  Auftrians  the  moft  populous,  and  thofe  by 
Pruflia,  the  moft  commercial.  The  Ruffian  contained  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
fand;  the  Auftrian  two  million  five  hundred  thoufand;  and  the  Pruffian  about  eight 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  five  millions  of  fouls 
feparated  from  their  ancient  kingdom.  This  account  refers  to  the  partition  of  177 1. 
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As  to  that,  which  is  at  prefent  going  on,  it  is  quite  impoflible  to  conjecture  where 
the  invaders  will  flop. 

The  Poles,  in  their  perfons,  make  a  good  appearance  ;  their  complexion  is  fair, 
and  their  bodies  are  well  proportioned.  They  are  brave,  and  hofpitable.  Their  di- 
verfions  are  warlike  and  manly  •,  fuch  as  vaulting,  dancing,  riding,  hunting,  fkaiting, 
bull  and  bear  baiting.  They  ufually  travel  on  horfeback;  a  Polifh  gentleman  will 
not  go  an  hundred  yards'without  his  horfe  ;  and  they  are  fo  hardy,  that  they  will 
fleep  upon  the  ground,  without  any  bed  or  covering,  in  froft  and  fnow.  The  Poles 
never  lie  above  ftairs,  and  their  apartments  are  not  united ;  the  kitchen  is  on  one 
fide,  the  liable  on  another,  the  dwelling-houfe  behind,  and  the  gate  in  the  front. 
They  content  themfelves  with  a  few  fmall  beds  ;  and  if  any  ftrang^r  lodges  at  their 
houfes,  he  muft  carry  his  bedding  with  him.  Such  is  the  common  account,  but  it 
muft  unqueftionably  admit  of  numerous  exceptions.  When  the  nobility  fit  down 
to  dinner  or  fupper,  they  have  trumpets  and  other  mufic  playing,  and  a  number 
of  gentlemen  to  wait  on  them  at  table  ;  for  fuch  nobles,  as  are  poor,  frequently 
find  themfelves  under  the  neceflity  offerving  the  rich;  but  their  patron  ufually 
treats  them  with  civility,  and  permits  the  eldefl  to  eat  with  him  at  his  table,  and 
every  one  of  them-  has  a  boy  to  wait  on  him,  who  is  maintained  by  the  mafter  of  the 
family.  At  an  entertainment,  the  Poles  lay  neither  knives,  forks  nor  fpoons,  but 
every  gueft  brings  them  with  him.  It  is  ufual  for  a  nobleman  to  give  his  fervant  part 
of  his  meat,  whick  he  eats  as  he  {lands  behind  him,  and  to  let  him  drink  out  of  the 
fame  cup  with  himfelf.  Bumpers  are  much  in  fafhion  •,  nor  will  they  eafily  excufe 
any  perfon  from  pledging  them.  It  would  exceed  the  bsunds  of  this  work  to  def- 
cribe  the  grandeur  and  equipages  of  the  Polifh  nobility  ;  and  the  reader  may  figure 
to  himfelf  an  idea  of  all  that  is  faftidious,  ceremonious,  expenfive  and  fhowy  in  life. 
to  have  any  conception  of  their  way  of  living.  It  is  not  unufual  to  fee  the  lady  of 
a  Polifh  grandee,  befides  a  coach  and  fix,  with  a  great  number  of  fervants,  attend- 
ed by  an  old  gentleman-ufher,  an  old  gentlewoman  for  her  governante,  and  a  dwarf 
of  each  fex  to  hold  up  her  train  ;  and  if  it  be  night,  her  coach  is  furrounded  by  a 
great  number  of  flambeaux. 

The  Poles  are  divided  into  nobles,  clergy,  citi2ens,  and  peafants.  The  peafuits 
are  divided  into  two  forts,  thofe  of  the  crown,  and  thofe  belonging  to  individuals. 
Though  Poland  has  its  princes,  counts,  and  barons,  yet  the  whole  body  of  the 
nobility  are  naturally  on  a  level,  except  the  difference  which  arifes  from  the  public 
polls  that  they  enjoy.  Hence,  all  who  are  of  noble  birth,  call  one  another  brothers. 
They  do  not  value  titles  of  honour,but  think  a  gentleman  vfPoland'is  the  higheft  appel- 
lation that  they  can  enjoy.  Theboafted  Polifh  liberty  is  fuch  to  them  alone.  They  have 
a  power  of  life  and  dearhover  their  tenants  and  vaffals,  pay  no  taxes,  may  choofe  whom 
they  will  for  their  king,  and  lay  him  under  what  refiraint  they  pleafe  by  the  pafta 
conventa  ;  and  none  but  they,  and  the  burghers  of  fome  particular  towns,  can  purchafe 
lands.  In  fhort,  they  are  almoft  entirely  independent,  enjoying  many  other  privileges 
entirely  incompatible  with  a  well  regulated  (late-,  but  if  they  engage  in  trade,  they  for- 
feit their  nobility.  Thefe  privileges  make  the  Polifh  gentry  powerful;  and  many  have 
large  territories-,  and,  as  we  have  faid,  with  a  defpotic  power  over  their  tenants,  whom 
they  call  their  fubjects,  and  assign  over  with  the  land,  cattle,  and  furniture.  Until 
the  reign  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  the  lord  could  put  his  peafant  to  death  with  impunity, 
and  when  the  latter  had  no  children,-  confidered  himfelf  as  the  heir,  and  feized  all  his 
effects.  In  1347,  Cafimir  prefcribed  a  fine  for  the  murder  of  a  peafant,  and  enacted, 
that  in  cafe  of  his  deceafe  without  children,  his  next  lwir  fhould  inherit.  But  thefe  and 
other  regulations,  have  proved  ineffectual  againfl  the  power  and  tyranny  of  the  nobles, 
and  have  been  either  abrogated  or  eluded.  Some  nobles  have  eflates  from  five  to 
thirty  leagues  in  extent,  and  are  aifo  hereditary  fovereigns  of  cities,  with  which  the 
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kino;  has  no  concern.  One  of  their  nobles  can  raife  eight  or  ten  thoufand  men.  The 
houfe  of  a  nobleman  is  a  fecure  afylum  for  perfons  who  have  committed  any  crime, 
for  none  muft  prefume  to  take  them  from  thence  by  force.  They  have  their  horfe  and 
foot  guards,  which  are  upon  duty  day  and  night  before  their  palaces,  and  in  their 
anti-chambers  and  march  before  them  when  they  go  abroad.  They  make  an  extraor- 
dinary figure  when  they  come  to  the  diet.  Some  have  five  thoufand  guards  and  at- 
tendants •,  and  their  debates  in  the  fenate  are  often  determined  by  the  fword.  When, 
great  men  have  fuits  at  law,  the  diet,  or  other  tribunals  decide  them  •,  yet  the  exe- 
cution of  the  fentence  muft  be  left  to  the  longeft  fword,  for  the  juftice  of  the  king- 
dom is  commonly  too  weak  for  the  grandees.  Sometimes  they  raife  five  or  f\x. 
thoufand  men  of  a  fide,  plunder  the  eftates  of  each  other,  and  befiege  caftlesand  forts-, 
for  they  think  it  below  them  to  fubmit  to  the  fer.tence  of  judges,  without  a  field  bat- 
tle. As  to  the  peafants,  they  are  born  (laves,  and  have  no  notion  of  liberty.  If  one 
lord  kills  the  peafant  of  another,  he  is  not  capitally  convicted,  but  only  obliged  to 
make  reparation,  by  another  peafant  equal  in  value,  A  nobleman  who  is  defirous  uf 
cultivating  a  piece  of  land,  builds  a  little  wooden  houfe,  in  which  he  fettles  a  peafant 
and  his  family,  giving  him  a  cow,  two  horfes,  a  certain  number  of  geefe,  hens,  &c 
and  as  much  corn  as  is  fufficient  to  maintain  him  during  the  firft  year,  and  to  im- 
prove for  his  own  future  fubfiftence,  and  the  advantage  of  his  lord. 

The  peafants  having  no  property,  all  their  acquifitions  ferve  only  to  enrich  their 
mafter.  They  are  indifpenfably  obliged  to  cultivate  the  earth.  They  are  incapable  of 
entering  upon  any  condition  of  life  that  might  obtain  them  freedom,  without  the 
permiflion  of  their  lords  •,  and  they  are  expofed  to  the  difmal,  and  frequently  fatal 
effects  of  the  caprice,  cruelty,  and  barbarity  of  their  tyrannical  matters,  who  opprefs 
them  with  impunity  ;  and  having  the  power  of  life  and  property  in  their  hands,  too 
often  abufe  it  in  themoft  grofs  and  wanton  manner,  their  wives  and  daughters  being 
expofed  to  the  moft  brutal  treatment.  One  bleffing,  however,  attends  the  wretched 
fituation  of  the  Polifh  peafants,  which  is  their  infenfibility.  Born  flaves,  and  accuf- 
tomed  from  theirinfancy  tohardfhips  and  fevere  labour,  the  generality  of  them  fcarce- 
ly  entertain  an  idea  of  better  circumftances  and  more  liberty.  They  regard  their  maf- 
ters  as  a  fuperior  order  of  beings,  and  hardly  ever  repine  at  their  fevere  lot. 
Cheerful  and  contented  with  their  condition,  they  are  ready  on  every  occafion  to  fa- 
crifice  themfelves  and  their  families  for  their  matters.  The  manners  and  prefent  ftate 
of  the  Poles,  bear  a  great  refemblance  to  thofe  of  Europe,  in  general,  during  the 
feudal  ages. 

Lately,  indeed,  a  few  nobles  of  enlightened  underftanding,  have  ventured  to  give 
liberty  to  their  vaflals.  The  firft  who  granted  this  freedom,  was  Zamoifki,  for- 
merly great  chancellor,  who,  in  1760,  enfranchifed  fix  villages  in  the  palatinate  of 
Mafovia,  and  others  afterwards  on  all  his  eftates.  Upon  figning  the  deed  of  en- 
franchifemant  of  the  fix  villages,  their  benevolent  mafter  intimated  fome  apprehen- 
fions  to  the  inhabitants,  left,  encouraged  by  their  freedom,  they  fbould  fall  into  eve- 
ry fpecies  of  licentioufnefs,  and  commit  more  diforders  than  when  they  were  flaves. 
The  fimplicity  and  good  fenfe  of  their  anfwer  is  remarkable.  "  When  we  had  no 
other  property,"  returned  they,  "  than  the  ftick  which  we  held  in  our  hands,  we 
were  deftitute  of  all  encouragement  to  a  right  conduct  •,  and,  having  nothing  to  lofe, 
acted  on  all  occafions  in  an  inconfiderate  manner ;  but  as  foon  as  our  houfes,  our 
lands,  and  our  cattle,  are  our  own,  the  fear  of  forfeiting  them  will  be  a  conftant  re- 
ftraint  upon  our  actions." 

The  fincerity  of  this  anfwer  was  manifefted  by  the  event,  which  hath  fhown  the 
project  to  be  no  lefs  judicious  than  humane,  friendly  to  the  noble's  own  interefts  as 
well  as  the  happinefs  of  the  peafants  >  for  it  appears,  that  in  the  diftricts  where  the 
new  arrangements  have  been  introduced,  the  population  of  the  villages  is  confidera- 
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bly  increafed,  and  the  revenues  of  their  eftates  augmented  in  a  treble  proportion*. 
Prince  Staniflaus,  nephew  to  the  king  of  Poland,  hath  very  lately  enfranchifed  four 
villages  near  Warfaw,  and  hath  not  only  emancipated  his  peafants  from  flavery,  but 
condefcends  to  direct  their  affairs. 

The  inns  in  this  country  are  long  (tables  built  with  boards  and  covered  with  ftraw, 
without  furniture  or  windows  ;  there  is  a  chamber  at  one  end,  but  no  perfon  can 
Iod<ze  there,  becaufe  of  flies  and  other  vermin  ,  fo  that  ftrangers  generally  choofe 
rather  to  lodge  among  the  horfes.  Travellers  are  obliged  to  carry  provisions  with 
them  ;  and  when  foreigners  want  a  fupply,  they  apply  to  the  lord  of  the  vil  lage, 
who  immediately  provides  them  with  neceffaries.         . 

In  this  country  are  feveral  perfon  s  with  matted  or  clotted  hair,  which  conftitutes  a 
diforder  called.  Plica  Polonica.  It  is  not  peculiar  to  Poland  ;  but  is  to  be  met  with 
in  Hungary,  Tartary,  and  feveral  adjacent  nations.  According  to  the  observation  of 
Dr.  Vicat,  a  Swifs  phyfician,  long  resident  in  Poland,  and  who  has  published  a  trea- 
tife  upon  this  fubject,  the  Plica  Polonica  isfuppofed  to  proceed  from  an  acrid  humour 
penetrating  into  the  hair,  which  is  tubular.  It  then  exudes  either  from  its  fides  or  ex- 
tremities, and  clots  the  whole  together,  either  in  feparate  folds,  or  in  one  undistin- 
guished rnafs.  Itsfymptoms,  more  or  lefs  violent,  according  tothe  constitution  of  the 
patient,  or  malignity  of  the  difeafe,  are  itchings,  fwellings,  eruptions,  ulcers,  intermit- 
ting fevers,  pains  in  the  head,  iangour,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  rheumatifm,  gout,  and 
fometimeseven  convulsions,  palfy  and  madnefs.  Thefe  fymptoms  gradually  decreafe  as 
the  hair  becomes  affected.  If  the  patient  is  Shaved  in  the  head,  he  relapfes  into  all 
the  dreadful  complaints  which  preceded  the  eruption  of  the  Plica;  and  he  continues 
to  labour  under  them,  until  a  frefh  growth  of  hair  abforbs  the  acrid  humour.  This 
diforder  is  thought  hereditary,  and  when  in  a  virulent  flate,  is  proved  to  be  con- 
tagious. Many  phyfical  caufes  have  been  fuppofed  to  concur  in  rendering  thePlica 
more  frequent  in  thefe  regions  than  in  any  other  parts.  The  firli  caufe  is  the  nature 
of  the  Polifh  air, which  is  rendered  infalubrious  by  the  numerous  woods  and  morafles ; 
and  occasionally  derives  an  uncommon  keennefs  even  in  the  midft  of  fummer,  from 
the  pofition  of  the  Carpathian  mountains  ;  for  the  fouthern  and  fouth-eafterly  winds, 
which  ufually  convey  warmth  in  other  regions,  are,  in  this  chilled  in  the  paffage 
over  their  fnowy  fummits.  The  fecond  is  unwholefome  water  •,  for  although  Poland 
is- not  deficient  in  good  fprings,  yet  the  common  people  ufually  drink  that  which 
is  neearft  at  hand.  The  third  caufe  is,  the  grofs  inattention  of  the  natives  to  clean- 
Jinefs  ;  for  experience  fliows,  that  thofe  who  are  not  negligent  in  their  perfons  and 
habitations,  are  lefs  liable  to  be  afflicted  with  the  Plica,  than  others  who  are  deficient 
in  thofe  particulars.  All  thefe  caufes,  and  particularly  the  laft,  aflifr.  its  propagation, 
inflame  its  fymptoms,  and  protract  its  cure. 

The  Plica  Polonica  feems  to  be  a  contagious  diflemper,  which ,  like  the  leprofy, 
ftill  prevails  among  a  people  ignorant  in  medicine,  and  inattentive  to  check  its  pro- 
grefs ;  but  it  is  rarely  known  in  thofe  countries,  where  proper  precautions  are  taken  to 
prevent  its  fpreading. 

Dress.]  The  Poles  cut  the  hair  of  their  heads  Short,  or  /have  it,  with  only  a  circle 
of  hair  on  the  crown.    They  fhave  their  beards,  leaving  only  large  whifkers.   They 

*  The  result  of  this  humane  experiment,  offers  a  strong  hef  present  oppressors.     Slavery  is  a  kind  of  political 

plea,  for  the  abolition  of  personal  slavery,  in  every  part  of  leprosy.     If  the  Polish  aristocracy   had  laid   it  aside,  the 

the  world.     It  is  the  great   blot  of  the  annals  of  all  ages,  consequences  to   themselves  would  have  been  of  infinite 

that  mankind  have  constantly   been  disposed  to  seize,  by  advantage;    and  their   generosity,   by  its  happy  effetfs, 

violence,  what  they  might  far  more  cheaply  and  certainly  would  have  demonstrated  that  honesty  is  the  best  policy, 

have  obtained   by  justice.     Had    the  rest  of  the  nobles  of  and  that  virtue  herself  is  nothing  greater  than  the  improv*- 

Poland  adopted  the  example  of  Zamoiski,  that  republic  rnent  and  perfection  of  wisdom, 
would,  at  this  day,  haye  been  the  terror,  not  the  prey,  of 
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wear  a  veft  which  reaches  down  the  middle  of  the  leg,  and  a  kind  of  gown  over  it, 
lined  with  fur  and  girded  with  a  fafh,  but  the  fleeves  fit  as  clofe  to  their  arm  as  a  waift- 
coat.  Their  breeches  are  wide,  and  make  but  one  piece  with  their  ftockings.  They 
wear  a  fur  cap  or  bonnet  •,  their  fhirts  are  without  collar  or  wriftbands,and  they  have 
neither  ftock  nor  neckcloth.  Inftead  of  (hoes,  they  wear  Turkey-leather  boots,  with 
thin  foles,  and  deep  iron  heels  bent  like  an  half  moon.  The  nobles  carry  a  fabre  by 
their  fides.  When  they  appear  on  horfeback,  they  caftover  all  a  (hort  cloak,  which 
is  commonly  covered  with  furs  both  within  and  without.  The  people  of  the  higher 
clafs  wear  fables.  Some  of  them  have  fifty  fuits  of  clothes,  all  as  rich  as  poflible,  and 
which  defcend  from  father  to'-.fon.  Charles  II.  of  England  thought  of  introducing 
the  Polifh  drefs  into  his  court  j  and  after  his  reftoration,  wore  it  for  two  years,  chiefly 
for  the  encouragement  of  Englifh  broad  cloth  ;  but  discontinued  it  through  his  con- 
nexions with  the  French. 

The  habit  of  the  women  confifts  of  along  robe  edged  with  fur  •,  butfome  people 
of  fafhion,  of  both  fexes,  affect  the  French  or  Englifh  modes.  As  to  the  peafants,  in 
winter  they  wear  a  fheep's  flcin  with  the  wool  inwards,  and  in  fummer  a  thick 
coarfe  cloth  ;  Dut  they  wear  no  linen.  Their  boots  are  the  rinds  of  trees,  wrapped 
about  their  legs,  with  the  thickerparts  to  guard  the  foles  of  their  feet. 

Religion.]  The  number  of  Lutherans  arid  Calvinifts,  in  the  republic  of  Poland, 
is  very  confiderable  ;  and  thefe,  joined  to  the  Greek  church,  are  called  dissidents. 
The  Polifh  nobility  and  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  are  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Roman 
catholic  religion.  The  treaty  of  Oliva,  concluded  in  1660,  toleratedthe  diffidents, 
and  was  guaranteed  by  the  principal  powers  in  Europe  ;  but  has  fince  been  fo  far  dis- 
regarded by  the  Poles,  that  about  the  year  1724,  they  made  a  public  maflacre  under 
the  fan&ion  of  law,  of  the  protectants  at  Thorn,  for  which  no  fatisfaction  ever  was 
obtained.  The  monafteries  in  Poland  are,  by  fomc  writers,  faid  to  be  five  hundred 
and  feventy  fix,  and  the  nunneries  one  hundred  and  feventy-feven,  befidestwohun- 
dred  and  forty  fix  feminaries  or  colleges,  and  thirty-one  abbeys.  The  clergy  pof- 
fefs  a  large  proportion  of  the  lands  and  revenues  of  the  kingdom. 

It  was  lately  refolved  between  the  republic  and  the  partitioning  powers,  that  all 
diffidents  fhould  henceforth  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  but  continue 
excluded  from  the  diet,  the  fenate  and  the  permanent  council.  They  are  to  have  chur- 
ches, but  without  bells  ;  alfo  fchools  and  feminaries  of  their  own,  and  are  capable 
of  fitting  in  the  inferior  courts  ofjuftice, 

Archbishoprics  and  bishoprics.  J  Poland  contains  two  archbifhoprics,  Gnefna 
and  Lemberg.  The  archbifhop  of  Gnefna,  befides  being  primate,  and,  during  an  in- 
terreign,  prince-regent  of  the  kingdom,  is  always  a  cardinal.  The  other  bifhops,  par- 
ticularly of  Cracow,  enjoy  great  privileges  and  immunities. 

Language.]  The  Polifh  language  is  a  dialed  of  the  Sclavonic,  and  is  bothharfh 
and  unharmonious,  on  account  of  the  v aft  number  of  confonants  it  employs,  fome  of 
its  words  having  no  vowels  at  all.  The  Lithuanians  and  Livonians  have  a  language 
full  of  corrupted  Latin  words  •,  but  the  Ruffian  and  German  tongues  are  underftood 
in  the  provinces  bordering  on  thofe  countries.  A  tranfiation  of  the  bible  into  the  Po- 
lifhlanguage  was  publifhed  in  1572  ;  and  two  years  after,  the  catechifm,  or  confef- 
fion  of  the  unitarians,  was  publifhed  at  Cracow. 

Learning  and  learned  men.]  Copernicus,  the  great  reftorer  of  the  true  aftro- 
nomical  fyftem,  Vbrftius,  and  fome  other  learned  men,  were  natives  of  Poland;  yet 
many  circumftances  in  this  country  are  far  from  being  favourable  to  learning.  Latin 
is  fpoken,  though  incorrectly,  by  the  common  people  in  fome  provinces.  But  the  con- 
tempt which  the  nobility,  who  place  their  chief  importance  in  the  privileges  of  their 
rank,  have  ever  fhown  for  learning,  and  the  Servitude  of  the  lower  people,  have  retar- 
ed  the  progrefs  of  letters  in  this  kingdom.  Of  late,  a  tafte  fpr  fcience  hath  fpread  it- 
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lelf  among  the  nobles,  and  begins  to  be  regarded  as  an  accomplishment.  The  pub- 
lic library  of  Warfaw  was  founded  in  17  14.  It  contains  two  hundred  thoufand  vol- 
-Iumes. 

Universities.]  The  universities  of  Poland  are  thofe  of  Cracow  and  Wilna.  The 
firft  confifts  of  eleven  colleges  and  has  the  fuperviforfhip  of  fourteen  grammar- fchools, 
difperfed  through  the  city  •,  the  number  of  ftudents,  in  1778,  amounted  to  fix  hun- 
dred. Wilna  was  under  the  fuperintendance  of  the  jefuits,  but  fince  their  fuppreflion 
the  prefent  king  hath  eftablifhed  a  committee  of  education,  who  appoint  profeflbrs, 
and  direct  their  falaries  and  ftudies. 

Antiquities  and  curiosities,  ?  The  falt-mines  of  Poland  confift  of  wonderful 
natural  and  .artificial.  5  caverns,  feveral  hundred  yards  deep,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  which  are  many  intricate  windings  and  labyrinths.  Out  of  thefe  are  dug  four 
different  kinds  of  falts;  one  extremely  hard,  like  cryftal-,  another  fofter,  but  clearer  i 
a  third  white,  but  brittle.  Thefe  are  all  brackifh,  but  the  fourth  is  fomewhat  freftier. 
Thefe  four  kinds  are  dug  in  different  mines,  near  the  city  of  Cracow;  on  one  fide  of 
them  is  a  ftream  of  fait- water  •,  and,  on  the  other,  one  of  frefh.  The  revenue  arifing 
from  thefe  and  other  falt-mines,  is  very  considerable,  and  formed  part  of  the  royal 
revenue  before  the  mines  were  feized  by  Auftria.  The  annual  average  profit  of  thofe 
of  Wiclitzka,  eight  miles  from  Cracow,  was  about  four  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
dollars.  Out  of  fome  mines  at  Itza,  about  feventy  miles  north  eaft  of  Cracow,  are 
dug  feveral  kinds  of  earth,  which  are  excellently  adapted  to  the  potter's  ufe,  and  fup- 
ply  all  Poland  with  earthen  ware.  Under  the  mountains  adjoining  to  Kiow,  in  the 
deferts  of  Podolia,  are  feveral  grottos,  where  a  great  number  of  human  bodies  are 
preferved,  tho*  buried  a  vaft  number  of  years  firice,  being  neither  fo  hard  nor  fo  black, 
as  the  Egyptian  mummies.  Among  them  are  two  princes,  in  the  habits  that  they 
ufed  to  wear.  It  is  thought  that  this  preferving  quality  is  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
foil,  which  is  dry  and  fandy.  Poland  canjjoaft  of  few  antiquities. 

Cities,  towns,  forts,  and  other  ~j  Warfaw  lies  on  the  Viftula,  and  almoft 
edifices,  puj^ic  and  private.  J  in  the  centre  of  Poland.  It  is  the  royal 
refidence  and  contains  many  magnificent  palaces  and  other  buildings,befides  churches 
and  convents.  It  is  faid  to  have  near  feventy  thoufand  inhabitants,  but  a  great  num- 
ber are  foreigners.  The  ftreets  are  fpacious,  but  ill  paved,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  houfes  particularly  the  fuburbs,  are  mean  wooden  hovels,  The  city  like  eve- 
ry part  of  this  unhappy  country,  exhibits  a  ftrong  contraft  of  wealth  and  poverty.  It 
has .  little  or  no  commerce.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Cracow,  the  ancient  capital ; 
for,  we  are  told,  that  though  it  lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  rich  fait  mines  and 
is  faid  to  contain  fifty  churches  and  convents,  its  commerce  is  inconfidcrable.  Cra- 
cow ftands  in  an  extenfive  plain  watered  by  the  Viftula,  and,  with  the  fuburbs, 
occupies  a  vaft  fpace  of  ground,  but  all  together  fcarcely  contain  fixteen  thou- 
fand fouls.  The  great  fquare  in  the  middle  of  the  town  is  very  fpacious  ;  and  has 
feveral  well  built  houfes,  once  richly  furnifhed  and  well  inhabited,  but  moft  of  them 
now  untenanted,  or  in  a  ftate  of  melancholy  decay.  Many  of  the  ftreets  are  broad  and 
handfome  5  but  almoft  every  building  bears  the  moft  ftriking  marks  of  ruined  gran- 
deur. During  the  commotions  that  preceded  the  partition  of  1771,  the  town  was 
alternately  in  poffeftion  of  the  Ruffians  and  confederates.  The  marks  of  cannon, 
grape,  and  mufket  fhot,  are  ftill  vifible  on  the  walls  and  houfes.  It  is  furrounded  with 
high  brick  walls,  ftrengthened  with  round  andfquare  towers  in  the  ancient  ftyle  of 
fortification,  and  is  garrifoned  by  Ruffians.  Grodno,  though  not  the  capital,  is  the 
principal  town  in  Lithuania,  containing  ruined  palaces,  falling  houfes,  and  wretched 
hovels, with  about  feven  thoufand  inhabitants-,  one  thoufand  of  whom  are  Jews,  and 
three  thoufand  are  employed  in  new  manufactures,  of  cloths,  camblets,  linen,  cotton, 
ft!k,  fluffs,  &c.  eftablifhed  there  by  the  king  in  1776.  He  has  alfo  eftablifhed,  in 
this  place,  an  academy  of  phyfic   for   Lithuania,    in   which  ten  ftudents  are  in- 
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firucted  in  phyfic,.  and  twenty  in  furgery,  all  taught  and    maintained  at  hisown  cx- 
penfe. 

Dantzic  is  the  capital  of  Polifh  Prussia  and  is  famous  in  hiftory  on  many  accounts, 
particularly  that  of  its  being  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  Hanfeatic  afibciation,  com- 
monly cailed  the  Hanfe-towns.  It  is  fituated  on  the  Viftula,  near  five  miles  from  the 
Baltic,  and  is  a  large  beautiful,  populous  city  ;  its  houfes  generally  are  five  ftories 
high  ;  and  many  of  its  ftreets  are  phnted  with  chefnut-trees.  It  has  a  fine  harbour, 
and  is  (till  an  eminent  commercial  city.  It  is  a  republic,  claiming  a  fmall  adjacent  ter- 
ritory about  forty  miles  round  it,  and  was  under  the  protection  of  the  king  and  the 
republic  of  Poland.  Its  magiftracy  and  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  are  Luther- 
ans ;  although  the  Catholics  and  Calvinifts  are  equally  tolerated  in  it.  It  is  rich  and 
has  twenty  fix  parifhes,  with  many  convents  and  hofpitals.  Dr.  Bufching  tells  us,  that 
in  the  year  1752,  there  died  in  Dantzic,  but  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  perfons.  This  number  correfponds  with  a  population  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand 
people.  Its  own  {hipping  is  numerous  •,  but  the  foreign  (hips,  conftantly  reforting  to 
it  are  more  fo.  Of  thefe  one  thoufand  and  fourteen  arrived  there  in  the  year  1752  * 
in  that  year  alfo  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  Polifh  veflelseame  down 
the  Viflula,  chiefly  laden  with  corn,  for  its  granaries  ;  from  whence  grain  is  distri- 
buted to  many  foreign  nations.  Poland  is  deemed  the  greateft  magazine  of  corn  in 
Europe  and  Dantzic  is  the  chief  port  for  its  exportation.  Dantzic  exports  great  quan- 
tities of  naval  (lores,  and  a  vaft  variety  of  other  articles.  Bufching  affirms,  that  fo 
early  as  the  year  ggj,  Dantzic  was  a  large  commercial  city.  The  citizens  have 
fometimes  been  under  the  protection  of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch ;  but  were  chiefly  at- 
tached to  the  republic  of  Poland.  Though  fortified  and  poflefled  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  large  brafs  cannon,  Dantzic  could  not  ftand  a  regular  fiege,  being  fur- 
rounded  with  eminences. 

Dantzic,  Thorn,  and  Elbing,  enjoy  privileges,  both  civil  and  religious,  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  the  reft  of  Poland,  becaufe  when  they  rejected  the  tyranny  of  the  Teuton- 
ic knights,  and  put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  Poland,  they  referved  to 
themfelves  ample  previliges 

Dantzic  and  Thorn  were  exempted,  by  the  late  king  of  Pruflia,  from  thofe  claims 
which  he  made  on  the  neighbouring  countries  •,  but  foon  after  he  feized  on  the  ter- 
ritories belonging  to  Dantzic,  as  having  formerly  been  part  of  Polifh  Prussia.  He, 
then  poflefled  himfelf  of  the  port-  duties,  and  erected  acuftom-houfe  in  the  harbour 
where  he  laid  arbitrary  and  infupportable duties  upon  goods  exported  and  imported. 

To  complete  the  fyftemofoppreffion,  cuftom  hcufes  were  erected  at  the  very  gates 
cf  Dantzic,  fo  that  no  perfons  could  go  in  or  out  of  the  town,  without  being  fearch- 
ed  in  the  ftricteft  manner.  Such  is  the  treatment  which  the  city  of  Dantzic  has  re- 
ceived, though  few  cities  have  ever  exifted,  which  have  been  comprehended  in  fo 
many  general  and  particular  treaties,  and  whofe  rights  and  liberties  have  been  fo  fre- 
quently fecured  and  guaranteed  by  fo  many  great  powers,  and  by  fuch  a  long  regu- 
lar fuccession  of  public  acts,  as  thofe  of  Dantzic  have  been.  In  the  year  17  84,  the  - 
city  was  blockaded  by  the  Prussians  on  various  pretences.  By  the  interpofition  of 
the  emprefs  of  Russia,  and  of  the  king  of  Poland,  they  were  withdrawn,  and  a  ne- 
gociation  carried  on  by  deputies  at  Warfaw  •,  which  was  concluded  on  the  7th  of 
September,  by  which,  as  acceded  to  by  the  citizens,  the  trade  of  the  city  was  to  be 
reftored  to  its  former  ftability.  The  city  of  Thorn  was  treated  by  the  late  king  of 
Pruflia  in  the  moft  unjuft  and  oppreflive  manner,  and  was  added  to  his  dominions. 
Dantzic  has  alfo  been  feized  by  the  prefent  king,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1793, 
and  by  confent  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffla. 

Commerce  and  manufactures.]  Some  linen  and  woollen  cloths  and  hardwares, 
are  manufactured  in  the  interior  parts  of  Poland  •,  but  commerce  is  entirely  confined 
to  the  city  of  Dantzic,  and  other  towns  in  the  Viftula  and  the  Baltic. 
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Poland  is  interfered  by  feveral  navigable  rivers.  They  flow  through  its  domini- 
ons in  all  directions,  and  convey  its  exports  to  the  harbours  of  the  Baltic.  By  the 
Viftula  and  the  rivers  falling  into  it,  the  productions  of  the  palatinates  of  Cracow, 
Lublin  and  Mafovia,  are  fentto  Thorn  and  from  thence  to  Dantzic  and  Koningf- 
burg.  By  the  Niemen,  the  commodities  of  Lithuania  are  tranfported  to  Memmel; 
and  by  the  Duna,  thofe  of  eaftem  Lithuania  and  "White  Ruflia  to  Riga.  The  chief 
exports  of  Poland  are,  grain  of  various  kinds,  hemp,  flax,  cattle,  marts,  planks, 
timber  for  fliip-building,  pitch  and  tar,  honey,  wax,  tallow,  pot-afli  and  leather. 
Its  imports  are  foreign  wines,  cloths,  fluffs,  manufactured  filks  and  cotton,  fine  linen, 
hard-ware,  tin,  copper,  filver  and  gold,  glafs-ware  and  furs.  An  hundred  thoufand 
oxen  have  been  exported  in  a  fingle  year.  In  1777,  it  is  faid  that  the  value  of  arti: 
cles  exported  was  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  The  imports  for  the  fame  year  greatly 
exceeded  that  fum. 

By  the  vaft  extent,  the  fertility  and  various  productions  of  Poland,  its  trade  might 
have  been  carried  to  a  confiderable  height  -,  but  three  different  caufes,  arifing  from 
the  wretched  anarchy  of  its  government,  fupprefled  the  fpirit  of  commerce.  Firft, 
the  nobles  are  degraded,  if  they  engage  in  any  kind  of  traffic.  Second,  the  burghers 
of  the  towns  want  a  proper  capital  for  the  eftablifliment  of  manufactures.  Through 
dread  of  extenfive  extortions  from  the  principal  nobility  and  perhaps  from  want  of 
induftry,  the  natural  effect  of  a  fituation  fo  defperate,  they  have  left  almoft  the  whole 
of  the  retail  trade  in  the  hands  of  foreigners  and  Jews.  Third,  the  peafants,  being 
flaves,  cannot  retire  from  the  place  of  their  nativity  without  the  confent  of  their  pro- 
prietor. Thus  has  Poland  been  buried  in  poverty,  infignificance,  and  every  fort  of 
barbarifm,  by  the  tyranny  of  its  landholders.  Mr.  Coxe*  fays,  that  the  fpecie  expor- 
ted exceeds  that  imported  by  more  than  twenty  millions  of  Polifh  florins  ;  which  a- 
mount  to  above  two  millions  of  dollars.  This  account  feems  incredible.  Becaufe, 
as  the  Poles  have  no  gold  or  filver  mines,  it  follows  of  neceflity,  that  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  there  would  not  be  a  fingle  florin  left  in  the  country. 

The  exportation  of  grain  from  Poland,  is  not  correfpondent  with  the  general  na- 
ture of  the  foil,  and  the  extent  of  the  provinces.  If  properly  cultivated,  they  are 
capable  of  fupplying  one  half  of  Europe  with  grain.  Several  palatinates,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, Podolia  and  Kiovia,  are  extremely  well  adapted  to  the  production  of  corn  ; 
yet  many  parts  of  thefe  provinces  remain  uncultivated.  The  portion  in  tillage  yields 
a  greater  fupply  than  is  requifite  for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants.  The  only 
method  of  employing  the  overplus  is,  to  extract  from  it  a  fpiritous  liquor.  A  pro- 
ject was  formed  by  a  patriotic  cardinal,  who  had  been  ftruck  with  the  fertility  of  Po- 
dolia, for  commencing  an  intercourfe  by  the  river  Dniefter,  between  that  province  and 
the  harbours  of  the  Blacfc  Sea,  which  would  have  opened  an  extenfive  market  for  its 
grain.  This  plan,  though  lucrative  and  practicable,  was  neglected  through  the 
wretched  indolence  of  the  nobles.  By  the  Notez,  a  river  of  Great  Poland  which 
falls  into  the  Oder,  the  Poles  might  have  conveyed  grain  into  Silefia,  and  from  thence 
down  the  Oder,  into  other  parts  of  Germany.  They  never  once  attempted  this  navi- 
gation. But  when  the  late  king  of  Pruflia  had,  by  the  partition  of  177 1,  acquired 
the  country,  through  which  the  Notez  takes  its  courfe,  that  river  was  inftantly  co* 
vered  with  veflels. 

Constitution  and  government.]  Whole  volumes  have  been  written  upon 
this  fubject.  It  differs  little  from  an  ariftocracy  -,  yet  it  has  been  called  a  kingdom 
and  a  commonwealth.  The  king  is  the  head  of  the  republic,  and  is  elected  by  the 
nobility  and  clergy  in  the  plains  of  Warfaw.  They  choofe  him  on  horfeback  ;  and  in 

•  Vol.  I.  p.  119,  edition  of  1792. 
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cafe  there  'fhould  be  a  refractory  minority,  the  majority  has  no  controul  over  them, 
but  to  cut  them  in  pieces  with  their  fabres.  If  the  minority  are  fufficiently  firong, 
a  civil  war  generally  enfues.  Immediately  after  his  election,  he  figns  the  faSia  con- 
venta  of  the  kingdom,  by  which  he  engages  to  introduce  no  foreigners  into  the  army 
or  government ;  fo  that  in  fact  he  is  no  more  than  the  president  of  the  fenate,  which 
is  compofedof  the  primate,-  the  archbifhop  of  Lemburg,  fifteen  bifhops,  and  one 
hundred  .and  thirty  laymen,  confirming  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  the  palatines  and 
caftellans. 

'  The  diets  of  Poland  are  ordinary  and  extraordinary  ;  the  former  meet  once  in  two 
and  fometimes  three  years.  The  latter  are  fummoned  by  the  king,  upon  critical 
emergencies  ;  but  one  diflenting  voice  renders  all  their  deliberations  ineffectual. 

The  ftarofts  properly  are  governors  and  judges,  in  particular  ftarofties  or  diftricts, 
though  fome  enjoy  this  title  without  any  jurifdiction  at  all.  The  palatines  and  caf- 
tellans, befides  being  fenators,  are  lord  lieutenants  and  deputy-lieutenants,  in  their 
refpective  palatinates. 

Previous  to  a  general  diet,  either  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  which  can  fit  but  fix 
weeks,  there  are  dietines  or  provincial  diets,  held  in  different  diftridts.  The  king 
fends  them  letters,  containing  tha  heads  of  the  bufinefs  that  is  to  be  treated  of  in  the 
general  diet.  The  gentry  of  eaj:h  paletinate  may  fit  in  the  dietine,  and  choofe 
nuntios  or  deputies  to  carry  their  refolutions  to  the  grand  diet.  The  great  diet 
confifts  of  the  king,  fenators,  and  deputies  from  provinces  and  towns,  viz.  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy-eight  for  Poland  and  Lithuania,  and  feventy  for  weftern  Pruffia  \ 
and  it  meets  twice  at  "Warfaw,  and  once  at  Grodno,  by  turns,  for  the  conve- 
niency  of  the  Lithuanians,  who  made  this  one  of  the  articles  of  their  union  with 
Poland. 

The  king  may  nominate  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  but  they  are  accountable  only 
to  the  fenate ;  neither  can  he  ditplace  them,  when  once  appointed.     When  he  is  ab- 
fent  from  Poland,  his  place  is  fupplied  by  the  archbifhop  of  Gnefna,  and  if  that  fee 
•  is  vacant,  by  the  bifhop  of  Plofko. 

The  great  officers  of  ftate  in  Poland,  who  muft  be  fenators,  are,  the  two  great 
mar/hals,  one  of  Poland,  the  other  of  Lithuania  ;  the  chancellor  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  chancellor  of  the  duchy  •,  the  vice-chancellor  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  vice- 
chancellor  of  the  duchy  ;  the  great  general,  the  great  treafurer  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  fub-marfhal,  or  marfhal  of  the  court  of  the  duchy. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  this  motley  conftitution,  which  has  been  new  modelled  with 
almoft  every  new  king,  according  to  the pa£la  conventa  which  he  was  obliged  to  fign  ; 
fo  that  nothing  can  be  faid  of  it  with  certainty.  There  has  lately  been  a  total 
diffolution  of  all  order  in  Poland,  though  the  influence  of  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
powers,  interefted  to  foment  anarchy  and  confufion  in  the  Polifivcouncils  ;  and  many 
of  the  firft  nobility  do  not  blufh  to  receive  penfions  from  foreign  courts.  It  muft, 
however,be  acknowledged,  that  the  precautions  taken  to  limit  the  king's  power,  and 
yet  inveft  him  with  an  ample  prerogative,  were  worthy  of  a  wife  people.  The  infti- 
tutions  of  the  diet  and  dietines  are  favourable  to  public  liberty,  as  are  many  other 
provifions  in  the  republic  j  but  it  laboured  even  in  its  beft  ftate  under  incurable  dis- 
orders. 

The  government  of  Poland  is  unfortunately  diftinguifhed  from  all  others  both  an- 
cient and  modern,  by  a  privilege  which  every  nuntio  enjoys  in  a  free  diet,  of  putting 
a  negative  upon  any  law,  and  even  of  diffolving  the  affembly.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive a  privilege  more  pegnant  with  anarchy,  and  every  fort  of  mifchief.  It  origina- 
ted in  the  diet  of  Warfaw,  in  the  year  1652.  A  nuntio,  during  an  important 
debate,  exclaimed,  "  I  flop  the  proceedings  !"  He  quitted  the  affembly  immediate- 


POLAND  including  LITHUANIA.  ■     I* 

Ijr,  and  entered  a  proteft  to  the  chancellor,  that  fince  many  acts  had  been'  propofed 
and  carried  contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  the  republic,  he,  if  the  diet  continued  to 
fit,  fhould  confider  it  as  a  violation  of  the  laws.  A  faction  in  the  affembly  fupported  ' 
his  proteft  •,  and  they  broke  up  in  great  confufion.  This  tranfaetion' entirely  chang- 
ed the  conftitution  of  Poland,  and  has  ever  fince  afforded  an  unlimitted  range  to 
anarchy  and  faction.  Various  caufes  contributed  to  its  eftablifhrr.ent  at.  the  period 
when  it  took  place.  Many  powerful  individuals  found  an  intereft  in  fuppor.ting  the 
libcrum  veto,  as  this  privilege  has  been  called.  The  chief  officers  of  ftate,  fuch  as  the 
great  general,  the  great  treafurer,  and  the  great  marihal,  were  folicitous  to  abridge 
the  fittings  of  the  diet  •,  for  which  purpofe,  the  liber  urn  veto  was  an  effectual  inftru- 
ment.  Thefe  officers  were  vefted  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  army,  the  finances, 
and  the  police.  They  held  their  appointments  for  life,  and  were  refponfible  only  to.the 
diets.  But  it  was  frequently  very  convenient  for  them  to  fcreen  their  conduct  from  a 
public  examination  ;  and.  to  fecure  impunity,  no  more  was  neceffary  than  to  purchafe 
the  proteft  of  afingle  nuntio.  Thus  the  diet  was  at  once  diffblved,  and  all  enqui- 
ry completely  extinguifhed.  Nobles,  accufed  of  certain  capital  crimes,  could  only 
be  tried  before  the  diet  j  and  criminals  of  this  defcription,  and  all  thofe  who  ex- 
pected to  become  fo,  were  in  favour  of  the  liberum  veto.  Taxes  could  only  beraifed 
by  the  decree  of  the  diet ;  and  thofe  who  were  averfe  to  them  feconded  the  liberum 
veto.  Neighbouring  nations  found,  in  this  privilege,  a  ready  inftrument  fordiffblv- 
jng  any  diet,  that  might  be  difpofed  to  adopt  any  meafures  difagreeable  to  them. 
The  purchafe  of  a  fingle  vote  was  fufficient.  Thefe  various  caufes  contributed  to  ef- 
tablifh,  and  afterwards  to  fupport,  this  fatal  fource  of  public  diforder.  Accordingly, 
as  Mr.  Coxe  tells  us,  forty  eight  diets  have,  in  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  and  twelve 
years  been  abruptly  diffblved  by  its  operation,  It  would  have  been  aboliftied  by  the 
Poles  themfelves  during  the  partition  of  1771*,  but  they  were  prevented  by  the  three 
defpots.  Since  that  time,  other  attempts  have  been  made,  but  withoutfuccefs.  It  will 
be  an  object  of  furprife  to  the  reader,  that  any  law,  whatever,  can  be  carried  in  the 
face  of  the  liberum  veto.  An  expedient  has  been  adopted, ,  of  forming  diets  by  confed- 
eracy. They  are  compofed  of  the  fame  members  as  free  diets,  and  have  the  fame  ex- 
terior forms,  but  determine  bufinefs  by  a  majority  of  votes.  But  this  remedy  is  very 
imperfect.  Mr.  Coxe  is  of  opinion,  that  thefe  diets,  by  confederacy,  can  only  trans- 
act the  common  bufinefs,  without  making  any  new  laws  or  repealing  old  ftatutes. 
Hence  they  can  be  of  no  great  advantage,  Inftead  of  wondering,  that  a  government 
fo  ftrangely  framed,  has  been  at  laft  torn  to  pieces  by  other  nations,  it  is  rather  an 
pbjedt  of  furprife,  by  what  means  it  has  been  fo  long  permitted  to  hang  together. 

The  partitioning  powers,  befide  difmembering  the  beft  provinces  of  Poland,  proceed- 
ed to  change  and  fix  the  conftitution  and  government,  under  pretence  of  amending 
it.  They  confirmed  all  its  defects,  and  endeavoured  to  perpetuate  the  principles  of  an- 
archy and  confufion.  They  infifted  upon  four  cardinal  laws  to  be  ratified,  which  were 
at  laft  obtained.  Firfl,  "  that  the  crown  of  Polandftiall  be  forever  elective,  andall  or- 
der of  fucceflion  profcribed.  Thus  theexclufion  of  a  king's  fon  and  grandfon  removes  the 
profpect  of  an  hereditary  fovereignty,  andentailsupon  thekingdom,  all  the  evils  infe- 
parable  from  an  eledive  monarchy,  fo  wretchedly  conftructed  as  that  of  Poland.  By 
the  fecond,  "  foreign  candidates  to  the  throne  (hall  be  excluded  ;  and  for  the  future, 
no  perfon  can  be  chofen  king  of  Poland,  except  a  native  Pole,  of  noble  origin,  and 
pofieffing  land  in  the  kingdom."  By  this  ftipulation,  they  fet  afide  the  houfe  of  Sax- 
ony, and  all  foreign  princes,  who  might  be  likely  to  give  weight  to  Poland  by  their 
hereditary  dominions,  and  toreftore  its  provinces  and  liberties.  By  the  third,  "  the  go- 

V  Toprevent  mistakes,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  partition  begun  in  1771 ,  was  gradually  completed  in  1772,  and 
1773.  Hence  it  has  been  indiscriminately  termed  by  writers,   the  partition  of  each  of  these  sutcessive  years. 
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vernment  of  Poland  fhall  be  forever  free,  independent,  and  of  a  republican  form. 
The  liberum  veto,  and  all  the  exorbitant  privileges  of  the  equeftrian  order,  are  confirm- 
ed in  their  utmoft  latitude.  By  the.  fourth,  "  a  permanent  council  fhall  be  eftablifhed,  in 
which  the  executive  power  fhall  be  vefted  •"  and  in  this  council,  the  equeftrian  order, 
hitherto  excluded  from  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  in  the  internal  of  diets,  fhall  be 
admitted,  fo  that  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  are  ftill  farther  dimini/hed.  But  this 
change  of  the  conftitution  was  intended  by  the  partitioning  powers  to  ferve  their  own 
purpofes,  and  give  a  large  fcope  to  influence  and  faction  over  that  part  of  the  king- 
dom, which  they  had  not  feized. 

Polifh  liberty  may  be  considered  as  the  fource  of  Polifh  wretchednefs.  When  Mr, 
Coxe  once  expreffed  his  furprife  at  an  abufe  of  this  liberty,  as  it  has  been  moft  impro- 
perly termed,    a  perfon  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  replied  thus.   "  If  you 
knew  the  confufion  and  anarchy  of  our  conftitution,  you  would  be  furprifed  at  no- 
thing. Many  grievances  exift,  from  neceflity,  even  in  the  beft  regulated  ftates  ;  what, 
then,  muft  be  the  cafe  in  ours,  which,  of  all   governments,  is  the  moft  deteftable  ?" 
Another,  lamenting  to  the  fame  gentleman,  the  dreadful  Situation  of  his  country,  faid, 
"  the  name  of  Poland  ftill  remains,  but  the  nation  no  longer  exifts.  An  univerfal  cor- 
ruption and  venality  pervades  all  ranks  of  people.   Many  of  the  firft  nobility  do  not 
blufh  to  receive  prefents  from  foreign  courts.  One  publicly  profeffes  himfelf  an  An- 
ftrian,  a  fecond  a  Pruftian,  a  third  a  Frenchman,  and  afourth  a  Ruffian."  Butthe  beft 
evidence  of  the  depravity  of  the  adminiftration  of  Poland,  is,  the  defolate  Situation  of 
many  of  its  provinces.  Mr.  Coxe,  in  the  year  1778,  travelled  from  Cracow  to  Warfaw, 
which  is  a  journey  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Englifh  miles.   In  the  whole 
road,  he  met  with  only  two  carriages,  and  about  a  dozen  carts.  The  country  was  equal- 
ly thin  of  human  habitants.  It  was  chiefly  overfpread  with  vaft  tracts   of  gloomy 
foreft.  A  few  ftraggling  villages  fucceeded  each  other  at  long  intervals.  Their  appear- 
ance correfponded  with  that  of  the  country  around  them.  The  only  places  for  the  re- 
ception of  travellers  were  hovels  belonging  to  Jews,  totally  deftitute  of  furniture,  and 
every  fpecies  of  accommodation.  All  the  beds  were  ftraw,  and  the  travellers  thought 
themfelves  happy  when  they  could  obtain  it  clean.    The  natives  were  poorer,  hum- 
bler and  more  miferable  than  any  people  whom  he  had   yet  obferved  in  his  travels. 
Wherever  he  halted,  the  natives  thronged  around  him,  and  afked  for  charity,  with 
the  moft  abject  geftures.  In  approaching  to  Warfaw,  the  traveller  found  the  roads  e- 
qually  bad,  and  the  country  as  uncultivated,  as  at  a  diftance  from  it.  The  fuburbs  con- 
fifted  of  wooden  hovels  ;  nor  had  Mr.  Coxe  any  fufpicion  of  being  near  the  capital  of 
Poland,  till  he  arrived  at  its  gates.  Execrable  as  the  conduct  of  the  partitioning  ty- 
rants has  been,  we  cannot  place  to  their  account  thefe  fcenes  of  hereditary  defolation. 
By  their  invafion  it  is  evident  that  the  ftate  of  the  great  body  of  the  Polifh  nation, 
could  not  be  altered  for  the  worfe ;  and  as  to  the  nobles,  it  is  to  be  fufpected  that  many 
have  fuffered  nothing  more,  than  what  domeftic  defpotifmhas  taught  them  to  inflict. 
Revenues.]  Though  the  king  of  Poland  is  confined  in  the  political  exercife  of 
his  prerogative,  yet  his  revenue  is  fufficient  to  maintain  him  and  his  houfehold,  with 
great  fplendor,   as  he  pays  no  troops,  or  officers  of  ftate,  nor  even  his  body-guards. 
The  prefent  king  had  a  million  and  a  half  of  florins  fettled  upon  him,   by  the  com- 
miffion  of  ftate  j  and  the  income  of  his  predeceflbrs,  generally,   amounted  to   nearly 
fix  hundred  thoufand  dollars.   The  public  revenues  arofe,  chiefly,  from  the  crown- 
lands,   the  fait- mines  in  the  palatinate  of  Cracow,  now  in  Auftrian  Poland,   which 
alone  amounted  to  about  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars  ;  ancient  tolls  and  cuftoms, 
particularly  thofe  of  Elbing  and  Dantzie,    the  rents  of  Marienburgh,  Dirfliau,  and 
Rogenhus,  and  of  the  government  of  Cracow,  and  diftrict  of  Niepoliomicz. 

Weftern  Pruffia  was  the  greateft  Iofs  to  Poland,  as,  by  the  difmemberment  of  that 
province,  the  navigation  of  the  Viftula  depend$  entirely  upon  the  king  of  Pruffia. 
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This  was  a  fatal  blow  to  the  trade  of  Poland,  for  Pruffia  has  laid  fuch  heavy  duties 
on  the  merchandize  pafllng  to  Dantzic,  as  greatly  to  diminifh  the  trade  of  that  town, 
and  to  transfer  a  confiderable  part  of  it  to  Memel  and  Koningsburgh. 

By  the  difmemberment,  Poland  loft  near  half  her  annual  income.  To  fupply  this  de« 
ficiency,  it  became  neceffary  to  new-model  and  increafe  the  taxes. 

JJollars. 
In  1775,  all  the  imports  amounted  to  -  -  1,435,609 

The  neat  revenue  of  the  king,  is  ...  866,666 

Out  of  which  he  only  pays  his  houfehold  expcnfes,  and  menial 
fervants.     It  arifes  from  his  royal  demefnes,  ftarofties,  and 
3  29,2 1 7  dollars  out  of  the  treafury. 
Whole  revenue,  -  -  -  -  i,973>°5% 

Deduct  the  king's  revenue  for  privy  purfe,  -  -  866,666 

For  army,  ftate  officers,  and  all  other  charges  -  _    1,106,392 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  public  revenues,  before  thefecond  partition,  which  is  now 
(March  1794)  carrying  into  execution. 

Military  strength.]  The  Polifh  nobility  always  appear  in  the  field  on  horfe- 
back  •,  and  it  is  faid  that  Poland  formerly  could  raife  one  hundred  thoufand,  and  Li- 
thuania feventy  thoufand  cavalry  •,  but  it  muft  be  underftood  that  fervants  are  in- 
cluded. The  ordinary  army  of  the  Poles,  confifted,  in  1778,  of  twelve  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  ten  men  in  Poland,  and  {even  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty-fix 
in  Lithuania.  The  emprefs  of  Russia  maintains  in  the  country  ten  thoufand  foldiers, 
and  every  garrifon  is  compofed  of  Russians  and  natives.  One  thoufand  of  the  for- 
mer are  ftationed  at  Warfaw.  Thefe  hold  the  nobles  in  fubjection,  and  the  king  him- 
felf  is  little  more  than  a  viceroy,  while  the* Russian  ambaflador  regulates  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom,  under  the  direction  of  his  court.  The  pofpolite  confiftsofall  thenobili- 
ty  of  the  kingdom  and  their  followers,  except  the  chancellor,  and  the  ftarcfts  or 
governors  of  frontier  places  ;  and  they  may  be  called  by  the  king  into  the  field  upon 
extraordinary  occafions  ;  but  he  cannot  keep  them  above  fix  weeks  in  arms,  neither 
are  they  obliged  to  march  above  three  leagues  out  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Polifh  hufl'ars  are  one  of  the  fined  and  moft  fhowy  bodies  of  cavalry  in  Eu- 
rope •,  next  to  them  are  the  pancerns  ■,  and  both  thefe  bodies  wear  defenfive  armour 
of  coats  cf  mail  and  iron  caps.  The  reft  of  their  cavalry  are  armed  with  mufkets  and 
heavy  fcimitars.  After  all  that  has  been  faid,  the  Polifh  cavalry  are  extremely  ineffi- 
cient in  the  field  •,  for  though  the  men  are  brave,  and  their  horfes  excellent,  they  are 
ftrangers  to  difcipline  •,  and,  when  drawn  out,  notwithftanding  all  the  authority  that 
their  crown-general,  their  other  officers,  and  even  the  king  himfelf,  have  over  them, 
they  are  oppressive  and  deftructive  to  the  country.  It  is  certain,  notwithftanding,  that 
the  Poles  may  be  rendered  excellent  troops  by  difcipline,  and  that  on  various  occafions, 
particularly  under  John  Sobiefki,  they  made  as  great  a  figure  in  arms  as  any  people 
in  Europe,  and  proved  the  bulwark  of  Chriftendom  againft  the  Ottomans.  It  did 
not  fuit  the  Saxon  princes,  who  fucceeded  Sobiefki,  to  encourage  a  martial  fpirit  in 
the  Poles,  whom  they  perpetually  overawed  with  their  electoral  troops  •,  nor  indeed  to 
introduce  any  reformation  among  them,  either  civil  or  military  ;  the  effect  of  which 
conduct  have  been  feverely  felt  in  that  country. 

History.]  Poland  was  anciently  poffefTed  by  the  Vandals,  who  were  afterwards 
partly  expelled  by  the  Russians  and  Tartars.  It  was  divided  into  many  fmall  ftates  or 
principalities,  almoft  independent  of  each  other,  though  they  generally  had  fome 
prince  who  was  paramount  over  the  reft.  In  the  year  700,  the  people,  through  the 
oppression  of  their  petty  chiefs,    gave  the  fupreme  command,  under  the  title  of  duke, 
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to  Cracus,  the  founder  of  the  city  of  Cracow.  His  pofterky  failing,    in  the  year  830, 
a  peafant,   one  Piaftus,  was  elected  to  the  ducal  dignity.     He  lived  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years,    and  his  reign  was  fo  long  and  aufpicious,    that  every  native  Pole,  who 
has  been  fince  elected  king,  is  called  a  Piaft.     From  this  period,   for  feme  centuries, 
we  have  no  very  certain  records  of  the  hiftory  of  Poland.      The  title  of  duke  was  re- 
tained tjll  the  year  999,    when  Boleflaus  affirmed  the  title   of  king,  and    conquered 
Moravia,  Prussia,   and  Bohemia,  making  them  tributary  to  Poland.   Boleflaus  II.  ad- 
ded  Red  Russia  to  Poland,   by  marrying  the  heirefs  of  that  dutchy,  anno    1059.  Ja" 
gellon,  who,  in  1384,  mounted  the  throne,  was  grar.d-dukeof  Lithuania,  and  a  Pagan  j 
but  on  his  being  elected  king  of  Poland,  he  became  a  Chriftian,  and  exerted  himfelf 
to  bring  over  his  fubjects  to  that  religion.      He  united   his  hereditary  dominions  to 
thofe  of  Poland,    which  gave  fuch  influence  to  his  pofterky  over  the  hearts  of  the 
Poles,  that  the  crown  was  preferved  in  his   family  until  the  male  line  was  extinct  in 
Sigifmund  Auguftus,  in  1572.   At  this  time,    two  powerful  competitors  appeared  for 
the  crown  of  Poland.     Thefe  were  Henry,    duke  of  Anjou,  brother   to  Charles    IX. 
king  of  France,  and  Maximilian  of  Auftria.   The  French  intereft  prevailed  ;  but  Hen- 
ry had  not  been  four  months  on  the  throne  of  Poland,  when  his  brother  died,    and  he 
returned,  or  rather  efcaped  privately  to  France,  which  kingdom  he  governed  by  the 
name  of  Flenry  III.  The  party  who  hadefpoufed  Maximilian's  intereft,    endeavoured 
once  more  to  revive  his  pretenfions  ;    but  the  majority  of  the  Poles,  being  defirous  of 
a  prince  who   might  refide  among  them,   made  choice  of  Stephen  Batori,  prince  of 
Tranfylvania  ;  who,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  meeting  with  fome  oppofition  from 
the  Atiftrian  faction,  took   the  wifeft  method  to  eftablifh  himfelf  on  the  throne,   by 
marrying  Anne,  the  After  of  Sigifmund  Auguftus,  and  of  the  royal  houfe  of  the  Ja- 
gellons.  Stephen  produced  a  great  change  in  the  military  affairs  of  the  Poles,  by  efta- 
blifhing  a  new  militia,    compofed  of  the  Coffacs,    a  rough  and  barbarous  race  of  men, 
on  whom  he  beftowed  the  Ukraine.    Upon  his  death,  in  1586,  the  Poles  elected  Sigif- 
mund,  fon  of  John,  king  of  Sweden, 

Sigifmund  after  his  father's  death,  was  crowned  king  of  Sweden  ;  but  being  de- 
feated by  the  Swedes*,  a  long  war  enfued  between  them  and  the  Poles,  which  termi- 
nated in  favour  of  the  latter.  Sigifmund,  being  fecured  in  the  throne  of  Poland,  af- 
pired  to  that  of  Russia  ;  but  after  long  wars,  he  was  defeated.  He  was  afterwards 
engaged  in  a  variety  of  unfuccefsful  wars  with  the  Turks  and  the  Swedes.  A  truce 
was  finally  concluded  under  the  mediation  of  France  and  England  ;  but  the  Poles 
were  forced  to  agree,  that  the  Swedes  fhould  keep  Elbing,  Memel,  Branufberg  and 
Pillau,  together  with  all  that  they  had  taken  in  Livonia.  In  the  year  1623,  Sigifmund 
died,  and  Uladiflaus,  his  fon,  fucceeded.  This  prince  was  fuccefsful  both  againft  the 
Turks  and  the  Russians,  and  obliged  the  Swedes  to  reftore  all  the  Polifh  dominions 
which  they  had  conquered  in  Prussia.  Plis  reign,  however,  was  rendered  unfortunate, 
by  his  encroaching  upon  the  privileges  of  the  Coffacs  in  the  Ukraine.  As  the  war 
which  followed,  was  carried  on  againft  the  Coffacs,  upon  ambitious  and  perfidious 
principles,  that  nation,  naturally  brave,  became  defperate  ;  and  upon  the  fuccession  of 
John  II.  brother  to  Uladiflaus,  their  general  Schmidinlki  defeated  the  Poles  in  two 
great  battles,  and  at  laft  forced  them  to  a  difhonourable  peace.  It  appears,  that, 
during  the  courfe  of  this  war,  the  Polifh  nobility  behaved  like  the  worft  of  ruffians, 
and  their  conduct  being  highly  condemned  by  John,  they  as  highly  condemned 
the  peace  that  he  had  concluded.  While  their  mutual  jealoufy  continued,  the  Rus- 
fians  came  to  a  rupture  with  the  Poles  ;  and  being  joined  by  many  of  the  Cof- 
facs, they,  in  the  year  1654,  took  Smolenfko.  This  was  followed  by  the  taking  of 
Wilna,  and  other  places  -,  and  they  committed  horrid  ravages  in  Lithuania. 
Next  year,  Charles  X.  of  Sweden,  a^ter  overrunning  Great  and  Little  Poland, 
entered  into  Polifh  Prussia  ;  all  the  towns  of  which  received  him,    except   Dantzic. 

*  Vol.  I.  p.  134. 
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The  refiftance  made  by  that  city,  gave  the  Poles  time  to  re-afl'emble,  and  their  king,. 
John  Cafimir,  who  had  fled  into  Silefia,  was  joined  by  the  Tartars  as  well  as  Poles  •, 
fo  that  the  Swedes,  who  were  difperfed  through  the  country,  were  every  where  cut 
in  pieces.  The  Lithuanians,  at  the  fame  time,  difowned  the  allegiance  which  they 
had  been  forced  to  fwear  to  Charles,  who  returned  to  Sweden  with  no  more  than  a 
handful  cf  his  army.  During  this  expedition,  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  protected  DanN 
zic,  and  the  elector  of  Brandenburg  acquired  the  fovereignty  of  Ducal  Prussia,  which 
had  fubmitted  to  Charles.  Thus  the  latter  loft  Poland,  of  which  he  had  made  an  almoft 
complete  conqueft.  The  treaty  of  Oliva  was  begun  after  the  Swedes  had  been  driven 
out  of  Cracow  and  Thorn,  by  which  Royal  Prussia  was  reftored  to  the  Poles.  They 
were,  however,  forced  to  quit  all  pretenfions  to  Livonia,  and  to  cede  Smolenfko, 
Kiow  and  the  dutchy  ofSiveria,  to  the  Russians. 

During  thefe  tranfactions,  the  Polifli  nobility  grew  very  uneafy  with  their  king. 
Some  of  them  were  diflatisfied  with  the  concessions  he  had  made  to  the  Coflacs,  ma- 
ny of  whom  had  thrown  off  the  Polifh  yoke  ;  others  taxed  him  with  want  of  capa- 
city •,  and  fome  with  an  intention  to  rule  by  a  mercenary  army  of  Germans.  Cafimir, 
who  very  possibly  had  no  fuch  intentions,  and  was  fond  of  retirement  and  ftucly, 
finding  that  cabals  and  factions  increafed  every  day,  and  that  he  himfelf  might  fail 
a  facrifice  to  the  public  difcontent,  abdicated  his  throne,  and  died  abbot  of  St.  Ger- 
mains  in  France. 

The  moft  remote  defcendants  of  the  ancient  kings  ending  in  John  Cafimir,  many 
foreign  candidates  prefented  themfelves  for  the  crown  of  Poland  ;  but  the  Poles  chofe, 
for  their  king,  a  private  gentleman  of  little  intereft,  and  lefs  capacity,  one  Michael 
Wiefnowifki,  becaufe  he  was  defcended  from  a  Piaft.  His  reign  was  difgraceful  to  Po- 
land. Large  bodies  of  the  Coflacs  had  put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  the 
Turks,  who  conquered  all  the  provinces  ofPodolia,  and  took  Kaminieck,  till  then 
thought  impregnable.  The  greateft  part  of  Poland  was  then  ravaged,  and  the  Poks 
were  obliged  to  pay  an  annual  tribute  to  the  fultan.  Notwithilanding  thofe  difgraceful 
events,  the  credit  of  the  Polifh  arms  was,  in  fome  meafure,  maintained  by  John  So- 
biefki,  the  crown-general,  a  brave  and  active  commander,  who  repeatedly  defeated 
the  Turks.  Michael  dying  in  1673,  Sobiefki  was  chofen  king  ,  and,  in  167G,  he  wasfo 
fuccefsful  againft  the  infidels,  that  he  forced  them  to  remit  the  tribute  they  had  im- 
pofed  upon  Poland  ;  but  they  kept  pofl'eflion  of  Kaminieck.  In  1683,  Sobiefki, 
thoXigh  he  had  not  been  well  treated  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  was  Co  public-fpirited, 
as  to  enter  into  the  league  formed  for  the  defence  of  Chriftendom  againft  the  infi- 
dels, and  acquired  immortal  honour,  by  obliging  the  Turks  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Vienna.  He  made  a  terrible  {laughter  of  the  enemy.  For  this  fervice,  and  for  driv- 
ing the  Turks  out  of  Hungary,  he  was  ungratefully  requited  by  the  emperor  Leopold. 
Sobiefki  returning  to  Poland,  continued  the  war  againft  the  Turks,  but  unfortu- 
nately quarrelled  with  thefenate,  who  fufpected  he  wanted  to  make  the  crown  here- 
ditary in  his  family.     He  died,  after  an  active  reign,    in  1696. 

Poland  fell  into  great  diftractions  upon  Sobieski's  death.  Many  confederacies  were 
formed,  but  all  parties  feemed  inclined  to  exclude  the  Sobieski  family.  In  the  mean 
while,  Poland  was  infulted  by  the  Tartars,  and  her  crown  was,  in  a  manner,-  put  up 
to  fale  by  the  venal  electors.  The  prince  of  Conti,  of  the  blood  royal  of  France,  was 
the  moft  liberal  bidder  •,  but,  while  he  thought  the  election  almoft  certain,  he  was 
difappointed  by  the  intrigues  of  the  queen  dowager,  in  favour  of  her  younger  fon 
prince  Alexander  Sobieski,  for  which  fhe  was  driven  from  Warfaw  to  Dantzic.  Un- 
expectedly, Auguftus,  elector  of  Saxony,  offered  himfelf  as  a  candidate,  and  after  a 
fham  election,  being  proclaimed  by  the  bifhop  of  Cujavia,  he  took  pofleflion  of 
Cracow,  with  a  Saxon  army,  and  actually  was  crowned  in  that  city  in  1697.  The 
prince  of  Conti  made  feveral  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  re-eftablifh  his  intereft,   and  pre- 
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tended  that  he  had  been  actually  chofen  ;  but   he  was   afterwards  obliged  to  return 
to  France  ;    and   the  other  powers  of  Europe  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  the  election  of 
Auguftus.      The  manner  in  which  he  was  driven  from  the  throne  by  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden,  fucceeded  by  Staniflaus,   and  afterwards  reftored  by  the  czar  Peter,  has  been 
already  related  in  the  hiftory  of  Sweden.     It  was  not  till  the  year  17  12,  that  Auguf- 
tus  was  fully  confirmed  on  the  throne,  which   he  held  upon  precarious  and  difagree- 
able  terms.     The  Poles  were  naturally  attached  to  Staniflaus,  and  were  perpetually 
forming  confpiracies  and  plots  againft    Auguftus,  who  was  obliged  to  maintain    his 
authority  by  means  of  his  Saxon  guards  and  regiments.     1111725,   his  natural  fon, 
prince    Maurice,   afterwards   count    Saxe,  was  chofen  duke  of  Courland  ;    but  Au- 
guftus was  notable  to  maintain  him,    in  that  dignity,  againft  the  power  of  Ruflia  and 
the  jealoufy  of  the  Poles.      Auguftus  died,  after  an  unquiet  reign,  in   1733,  having 
ufed  every  endeavour  to  infure  the  fucceflion  of  Poland  to  his  fon  Auguftus  II.   for, 
as  he  is  called  by  fome,   III.)   This  occafioned  a  war,  in  which  the  French  king  main- 
tained the  intereft  of  his  father-in-law  Staniflaus,  who  was  actually  re-elected  to  the 
throne  by  a  confiierable  party,  of  which  the  prince  primate  was  the  head.  But  Auguf- 
tus, entering  Poland  with  a  powerful  army  of  Saxons  and  Russians,  compelled  his  ri- 
val to  retreat  into  Dantzic,  from  whence  he  efcaped,  with  great  difficulty,  into  France. 
"We  have  in  the  hiftory   of  Germany,    mentioned  the  war  between  Auguftus   II.  as 
elector  of  Saxony,   or  rather  as  the  ally  of  Russia  and  Auftria,   and  the  late  king  of 
Prussia.   Auguftus  never  could  gain  the  hearts  of  the  Poles  ;   and  all  he  obtained  from 
them  when  Frederic  drove  him   from   his  capital  and  electorate,    was  merely   fhelter. 
Auguftus  died  at  Drefden,   in  1763  -,    upon  which,  count  Staniflaus  Poniatowski  was 
chofen  king,    by  the  name  of  Staniflaus  Auguftus  •,  though  it  is  faid  that  the    election 
was  conducted   irregularly,  and   that  he   obtained  the  crown  chiefly  through   the  in- 
fluence of  the  emprefs  of  Russia.      He  is  a  man  of  excellent  difpofition  ;  but  from  va- 
rious concurring  caufes,   he  has  had  the  unhappinefs  to  fee  Poland,  during  his   reign, 
a  fceneof  defolation  and  calamity.      In  1766,  two  Polifh  gentlemen  prefented  a   peti- 
tion to  the  king  in  the  name  of  all  the  proteftant  nobility,  and  in   behalf,  alfo,  of  the 
members   of  the  Greek   church,    wherein  they  demanded  to  be  re- inflated  in   their 
ancient  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  be  placed  upon  the  fame  footing,   in   every  re- 
fpect,   with  the   Roman  catholic  fubje&s  of  the  kingdom.   "  The  difference  of  fenti- 
ments  upon  fome  points   of  religion  among  chriftians,"   faid  they,  in  their  petition, 
"  ought  not  to  interfere  with  employments  of  the  ftate.     The  different  fects  of  chrif- 
tians, although  they  differ  in  opinion,  among  themfelves,  with  refpect  to  fome  points 
of  doctrine,  agree  all  in  one  point,  that  of  being  faithful  to  their  fovereign,  and  obedi- 
ent to  his  otdcrs.      All  the  chriftian  courts  are  convinced  of  this  truth  ;  and,  there^ 
fore   without  having  any   regard  to  the  religion  they  profefs,  chriftian  princes   ought 
onlv  to  feck  after  thofe  whofe  merit  and  talents  make  them   capable  of  ferving   their 
country   properly."   The  king  gave  no  anfwer,   at  this  time,  to  the  petition  of  the 
dissidents  ;    but  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  diec,    which  was  held  in  the   following 
year,    when  the  minifters  of  the  courts  of  Russia,  of  London,  of  Berlin,   and  of  Co- 
penhagen,  fupported  their  pretentions.      The  diet  appeared  to  treat  the  complaints  of 
the  dissident   with  great  moderation,  which  gave  fome   flattering  expectations   that 
the  aff,  u-  would  be  happily   terminated.     The  whole   nation  run  into  confederacies 
formed  in  diftinct  provinces  ;  the  Roman  catholic  clergy  were  active  in  oppofincr  the 
caufe  of  the  dissidents  •,    and  this  unfortunate  country  became  the  theatre  of  the  moft 
cruel  and  complicated  of  all  wars  ;   partly  civil,  partly  religious,   and  partly  foreign. 
The  confufion  and  devafta'.ion  continued  in  Poland  during  the  years  1769,  1770,  and 
l771^  whereby  the  whole  face  of  the  country   was  almoft  deftroyed  -,    many  of  the 
principal  Polifh  families  retired  into  foreign  ftates  with  their  effects  •,    and,  had  it  not 
been  for  a  body  of  Russian  troops,  which  acted  as  guards  to  the  king,  at  Warfaw,  that 
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city  would  exhibit  a  fcene  of  plunder  and  maffacre.'  To  thefe  complicated  evils, 
was  added,  in  the  year  1770,  that  mod  dreadful  fcourge,  the  peftilence,  which  fpread 
from  the  frontiers  of  Turkey  to  the  adjoining  provinces  of  Podolia,  Volhinia,  and 
the  Ukraine  •,  and  in  thefe  provinces  it  is  faid  to  have  fwept  off  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  of  the  people.  Meanwhile,  fome  of  the  Polim  confederates  interceded 
with  the  Turks,  to  affift  them  againft  their  powerful  oppreiTors,  the  Ruffians  ;  and  a 
war  enfued  between  the  Ruffians  and  the  Turks,  on  account  of  Poland.  But  it  has 
been  obferved,  that  the  condudl  of  the  grand  fignior  and  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  to- 
wards the  diftrefTed  Poles,  was  ftricHy  juft  and  honourable,  and  the  very  reverfe  to 
that  of  Catharine  and  Maria  Therefa*. 

The  confederates  had  always  confidered  the  king  as  unjuftly  elected.  On  the  third 
of  November  1771,  in  the  evening,  a  party  of  forty  of  them,  attacked  his  coach  in 
the  ftreets  of  Warfaw.  He  was  deferted  by  his  attendants,  in  number  about  fifteen, 
one  heyduc  excepted,  who,  in  defending  his  mafter,  was  fhot  through  the  body. 
The  king  was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner  ;  but  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  confpira- 
tors  relented,  and  fuffered  him  to  efcape.  He  returned  to  his  palace  next  morn- 
ing, about  five  o'clock,  in  a  coach  that  he  had  fent  for  to  Warfaw.  His  efcape  was 
next  to  miraculous.  Pulafki,  one  of  the  confpirators,  has  fince  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
in  the  American  fervice,  and  was  killed  in  attacking  the  Britiih  lines  at  Savannah, 
in  1779. 

In  the  following  year,  1772,  it  appeared,  that  the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  emperor  and 
emprefs-queen,  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  had  entered  into  an  alliance  to  difmem- 
ber  the  kingdom  of  Poland  •,  though  Pruffia  was  formerly  in  a  ftate  of  vafialage  to 
Poland,  and  the  title  of  king  of  Pruffia  was  never  acknowledged  by  the  Poles  till 
1746.  Ruffia,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century,  faw  its  capital  and  throne 
polTelTed  by  the  Poles  ;  while  Auftria,  in  1683,  was  indebted  to  the  king  of  Poland 
for  the  prefer  vation  of  its  metropolis,  and  almoft  for  its  very  exiftence.  The  three 
allied  powers,  acting  in  concert,  fet  up  their  formal  pretentions  to  the  refpeclive  dif- 
tricts  which  they  had  allotted  for,  and  guaranteed  to,  each  other  :  Polim  or  Weftern 
Prussia,  and  fome  diftridts  bordering  upon  Brandenburg,  for  the  king  of  Prussia  •, 
almoft  all  the  fouth-eaft  parts  of  the  kingdom  bordering  upon  Hungary,  together 
with  the  rich  fait- works  of  the  crown,  for  the  emprefs-queen  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemiaf ;   and  a  large  diftricl  of  country  about  Mohilow,  upon  the  banks  of  the 

•In  1764,  the  empress  of  Russia  transmitted  tothe  court  of  Prussia,  ele&or  of  Brandenburg,  or  duke  of  Pomerania. 
of  Warsaw  an  a<5t  of  renunciation,  signed  with  her  own  In  the  same  instrument,  he  guarantees,  in  the  most 
hand,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  empire,  wherein  she  solemn  manner,  the  territories  and  rights  of  Poland  a- 
cleclares,  "That  she  did,  by  no  means,  arrogate  either  to  her-  gainst  every  power  whatever.  The  empress  queen  of 
self,  her  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  her  empire,  any  right  or  Hungary,  so  late  as  the  month  of  ]anuarv  1771,  wrote  a 
claim  to  the  districts  or  tei-ritories,  which  were  actually  in  pos-  letter  with  her  own  hand  to  thekingof  Poland,  inwhich 
session,  or  subjeft  to  the  authority,  of  the  kingdom  of  Po-  she  gave  him  the  strongest  assurances,  "  That  her  friend- 
land,  or  great  duchy  of  Lithuania  ;  but  that,  on  the  contra-  ship  for  him  and  the  republic  was  firm  and  unalterable :  that 
ry,  her  said  majesty  would  guarantee  to  the  said  kingdom  the  motion  of  her  troops  ought  not  to  alarm  him  :  that  she 
of  Poland  and  duchy  of  Lithuania,  all  the  immunities,  had  never  entertained  a  thought  of  seizing  any  part  of  his 
lands,  terntories.and  districts,  which  the  said  kingdom  and  dominions,  nor  would  even  suffer  anv  other  power  to  do 
duchy  ought  by  right  to  possess,  or  did  now  actually  pos-  it.  "  From  which,  according  to  the  js^fical  creed  of  princes 
sess;&  would.at  all  times.and  forever,  maintain  them  in  the  we  may  infer,  that  to  guarantee  the  rights,  liberties,  and 
full  and  free  enjoyment  thereof,  against  the  attempts  of  all  revenues  of  a  state,  means  to  annihilate  those  liberties, 
and  every  one  who  should,  at  any  time,  or  on  any  pretext,  seize  upon  those  rights,  and  appropriate  those  revenues 
endeavour  to  dispossess  them  of  the  same."  In  the  same  to  their  own  use.  Such  is  the  faith  of  princes,  the  instability 
year  did  the  king  of  Prussia  sign  with  his  own  hand,  an  aft  of  human  politics,  and  of  human  affairs ' 
wherein  he  declared,  that  he  had  no  claims,  and  formed  f  The  district  claimed  by  Austria,  was"  all  that  tract 
no  pretensions  on  Poland,  or  any  part  thereof;  but  he  ofland  on  the  right  side  of  the  Vistula,  from  Silesia  above 
renounced   all  claims  uf  that    kingdom,     either  as  king  Sandorairto  the  mouth  of  the   San,  and  from  thence  by 
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Dnieper,  for  theemprefs  of  Russia^.  But,  though  eachof  thefe  powers  pretended  to 
have  a  legal  title  to  the  territories  which  were  allotted  to  them  respectively,  and  pub- 
lifhed  manifestoes  in  justification  of  the  meafures  which  they  had  taken,  yet,  as  they 
were  confcious  that  the  fallacies  by  which  they  fupported  their  pretenSions,  were 
too  grofs  to  impofe  upon  mankind,  they  forced  the  Poles  to  call  a  new  diet,  and 
threatened  theiru,  that  if  they  did  not  confent  unanimously  to  fign  a  treaty  for  the  ced- 
ing of  thofe  provinces  to  them  refpectively,  the  whole  kingdom  would  be  laid  under  a 
military  execution,  and  treated  as  a  conquered  State.  In  this  extremity  of  diStrefs, 
feveral  of  the  Polifh  nobility  protected  againft  this  violent  act  of  tyranny,  and  re- 
tired into  foreign  ftates,  choofing  rather  to  live  in  exile,  and  to  have  all  their  land- 
ed property  confiscated,  than  to  be  the  inftrument  of  bringing  their  country  to  ut- 
ter ruin  ;  but  the  king  of  Poland  was  prevailed  upon  to  fign  this  act,  and  his  exam-r 
pie  was  followed  by  many  of  his  fubjecls. 

The  conduct  of  the  late  king  of  Pruffia  towards  Poland,  was  to  an  unexampled  de- 
gree tyrannical  and  oppressive.  In  the  year  177 1,  his  troops  entered  into  Great  Poland 
and  carried  off  from  that  province,  and  its  neighbourhood,  at  a  moderate  computa- 
tion, twelve  thoufand  families.  On  the  29th  of  October,  in  the  fame  year,  an  edict 
was  publifhed  by  Frederic,  commanding  every  perfon,  under  the  fevereft  penal- 
ties, and  even  corporal  punishment,  to  take  in  payment  for  for2ge,  provisions, 
corn,  horfes,  &c.  the  money  offered  by  his  troops  and  commiffaries  '.This  money  was 
either  filver,  bearing  the  impression  of  Poland,  and  exactly  worth  one-third  of  its 
nominal  value,  or  ducats  ftruck  in  imitation  of  Dutch  ducats,  feventeen  per  cent, 
inferior  to  the  real  ducats  of  Holland  !  With  this  bafe  money,  he  bought  up  corn 
and  forage  enough,  not  only  to  fupply  his  army  for  two  whole  years,  but  to  ftock 
magazines  in  the  country  itfelf,  where  the  inhabitants  were  forced  to  come,  and  repur- 
chafe,  for  their  daily  fubfiftence,  at  an  advanced  price,  and  with  good  money,  his 
commiffaries  refufingto  take  the  fame  coin,  which  they  had  paid.  At  the  loweft  cal- 
culation, he,  gained  by  this  honeft  manoeuvre,  feven  millions  of  dollars!  Having  Strip- 
ped the  country  of  money  and  provisions,  his  next  attempt  was,  to  thin  it  Still  more 
of  its  inhabitants.  To  people  his  own  dominions,  at  the  expenfe  of  Poland,  had  been 
his  great  aim.  For  this  purpofe,  he  devifed  a  new  contribution  ;  every  town  and  vil- 
age  was  obliged  to  furniSh  a  certain  number  of  marriageable  girls  •,  the  parents  to 
give  as  a  portion,  a  feather-bed,  four  pillows,  a  cow,  two  hogs,  and  three  ducats  in 
gold.  Some  were  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  carried  off  as  criminals  !  His  exactions 
from  the  abbeys,  convents,  cathedrals,  and  nobles,  were  fo  heavy,  and  exceeded  at 
laft  their  abilities  fo  much,  that  the  prieils  abandoned  their  churches,  and  the  nobles 
their  lands.  Thefe  exactions  continued,  with  unabated  rigour,  from  the  vear  1771,  to 
the  time  that  the  treaty  of  partition  was  declared,  and  pofSession  taken  of  the  provin- 
ces ufurped. 

The  violent  difmemberment  and  partition  of  Poland  has  juftly  been  conficlerea,  as  a 
great  breach,  in  the  modern  political  fyStem  of  Europe.  The  furprife  of  a  town,  the 
invafion  of  an  insignificant  province,  or  the  election  of  a  prince,  who  had  neither 
abilities  to  be  feared,  nor  virtues  to  beloved,  would  fome  years  ago  have  armed  one 

Franepole,  Zamoise,  and  Rubiessow,  to  the  Bog:  from  i  The  Russian  claims    comprised  Polish    Livonia,  that 

the  Bog  along  the  frontiers  if  Ked  Russia    to  Zabras.on  part  of  the  palatinate  of  Pdotsk  tothe  east  of  the  Duna,  the 

the  borders  of  Volhinia    and  Podolia  and  from    Zabras  palatinates  of  Vitepsk,  MicUIaw,  and  two   portions  of  the 

in  a  strait  line  to   the  Nieper,  where  it  receives  the  SbrytE,  palatinate  of  Minsk.     This  tract  of  land  (Poli&h  Livonia 

taking  in  a  part  of  Podolia,  and  then  along  the  boundaries  excepted)  is  situated  in  White  Russia,  and  includes  full  one 

separating  Podolia  from  Moldavia."  This  country  is  now  third  of  Lithuania.   It  is  now  divided  into  the  two  govcru- 

incorperated  with    Austria,  under  the  appellation  of  the  merits  of  Polotsk  and  Mohilef. 
kingdoms  of  Galicia  and  Lodomc-ria. 
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half  of  Europe,  and  called  forth  all  the  attention  of  the  other.  But  the  divifion  of  a 
great  kingdom,  with  the  confequent  difarrangement  of  power,  dominion,  and  com- 
merce, has  been  viewed  by  neutral  nations  with  the  moft  aftonifliing  and  difgraceful 
indifference  and  unconcern.  The  courts  of  London,  Paris,  Stockholm,  and  Copen- 
hagen, remonftrated  againft  the  ufurpations,  but  that  was  all.  Poland  was  forced  to 
fubmit,  and  the  partition  was  ratified  by  their  diet,  held  under  the  bribes  and  threats 
of  the  three  powers.  In  the  fenate,  there  was  a  majority  of  fix,  but  in  the  lower  houfe, 
the  affembly  of  nuncios,  there  was  no  more  than  a  majority  of  one  vote  in  favour  of  the 
meafure,  fifty-four  againft  fifty-three. 

From  the  dismemberment  of  Poland,  which  was  completed  in  the  year  1773,  the 
republic  found  herfelf  reduced  to  a  humiliating  ftate  of  dependence  upon  Ruflia, 
Several  circumftances  concurred,  in  1791,  to  make  the  Polifti  patriots  imagine, 
that  it  was  practicable  to  reftore  their  country  to  fome  degree  of  her  primitive  in- 
dependence. The  French  revolution  held  out  a  memorable  leffon,  and  as  the  em- 
prefs  of  Ruflia  was  at  that  time  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Turks,  the  patriots  flat- 
tered themfelves,  that  the  tafk  might  be  completed  without  interruption  from  that 
quarter.  Pruflia,  fupported  by  Britain,  was  on  the  point  of  entering  into  hoftilities 
with  the  emprefs.  Leopold  of  Auftria  had  found  ample  exercife  for  his  armies,  flut- 
tered by  three  Ottoman  campaigns,  in  fuppressing  the  revolt  of  the  Netherlands.  _  A 
plan  was  accordingly  entered  into  for  an  effectual  improvement  of  the  conftitution 
of  Poland.  On  the  1 8th  of  April,  179 1,  a  decree  was  paffed  by  the  diet,  which  fecur- 
ed  to  freemen  thofe  rights  which  had  formerly  been  confined  to  the  order  of  nobles. 
The  door  of  nobility  was  opened  to  the  inferior  orders  •,  and  even  this  was 
a  ccnfiderable  ftep  in  a  country  that  had  fo  long  been  devoted  to  the  flavilh  princi- 
ples of  the  feudal  fyftem.  In  the  mean  time,  a  mw  conftitution  was  digefted  and  pre- 
pared, with  fecrecy  and  caution.  On  the  3d  of  May,  i79i,at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  a  body  of  patriots  affembled  in  the  royal  chamber,  and,  in  prefence  ofthe 
monarch,  folemnly  pledged  themfelves  never  to  feparate,  till  the  .intended  revolution 
fhould  be  happily  accomplifhed.  The  galleries  of  the  hall,  in  which  the  diet  was  held, 
were  crouded  at  an  early  hour.  The  feflion  was  opened  by  the  king  in  perfon,  inftead 
of  the  marfhal.  In  place  of  reforting  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Staniflaus  addreffed  the 
affembly  on  the  general  ftate  of  the  nation.  He  obferved  that  alarming  rumours  had 
been  fpread,  and  refted  upon  too  fure  a  foundation,  that  a  fecond  difmemberment  was  to 
be  executed  on  the  territories  ofthe  republic  •,  that  one  way  remained,  and  but  one,  to 
fecure  the  remaining  dominions  of  Poland  and  preferve  the  ftate  from  ruin.  This 
was,  to  give  it  fuch  a  conftitution  as  might  impart  unity  to  the  government,  and  attach 
the  people  to  its  fupport.  He  faid,  that,  with  this  view,  a  conftitution  had  been  framed 
principally  founded  on  the  Englifh  and  American  conftituticns,  and  adapted,  as  much 
as  pcflible,  to  the  circumftances  of  Poland.  This  conftitution,  he  exprefled  his 
confidence,  they  would  adopt.  Some  oppofition  was  made,  but  over-ruled  by  the 
majority.  The  king,  attended  by  all  the  nuncios,  except  between  thirty  and  forty, 
went  to  church.  Te  deum  was  fung.  The  members  prefent,  took  an  oath  to  fupport 
the  new  conftitution.  Their  acceptance  was  announced  to  the  people,  by  the  dis- 
charge of  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  The  utmoft  tranquillity  prevailed.  Warfaw 
refounded  with  acclamations  of  joy. 

By  this  lhort-lived  conftitution,  a  free  toleration  was  permitted  to  all  feels  and  re- 
ligions. The  peafants,  formerly  plunged  in  the  moft  abject  flavery,  were  to  be  receiv- 
ed under  the  protection  of  national  law,  and  government.  The  fupreme  power  was 
declared  to  refide  in  the  will  of  the  people.  Three  diftinct  powers  were  eftablifhed, 
the  legiflative,  the  executive,  and  judicial.  The  diet  or  legislature  was  to  be  elected 
biennially  from  the  order  of  the  nobles.  The  crown  of  Poland  was  declared  to  be  here- 
ditary as  to  individuals,' and  elective  as  to  families.    In  plainer  terms,  when  any  per- 
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fon  of  a  family  had  been  elected,  the  crown  was  to  defcend  to  his  next  heirs.  The 
houfe  of  Saxony  was  chofen  for  the  next  vacancy.  All  citizens  were  permitted  to 
purchafe  landed  eftates.  Thirty  citizens  were  to  be  ennobled  at  every  diet.  Nume- 
rous other  privileges  were  to  be  granted  to  this  order.  In  a  word,  the  conftitution 
feemed  as  equitably  adapted  as  it  could  be  to  the  actual  fituation  of  the  country. 

The  opponents  to  this  revolution  foon  began  to  recede  from  their  fentiments  ;  and 
what  feemed  equally  in  its  favour,  on  the  17th  of  May,  baron  Goltz,  envoy  from  Ber- 
lin, communicated  the  approbation  of  Frederic  William  as  to  the  arrangement. 

Having  related  the  eftab'.ifhment  of  a  free  and  well-poifed  conftitution  in  Poland, 
we  have  next  to  alTumethe  ungrateful  talk  of  recording  its  deftruction.  When  Ca- 
tharine had  finiihed  her  Turkifh  war,  this  ihfatiable  confpiratrix  againft  the  peace  of 
mankind,  immediately  entered  into  meafures,  for  an  attack  on  the  infant  republic, 
To  avert  a  danger,  which  might  from  the  firft  have  eafily  been  forefeen,  fuitable 
precautions  had  not  been  adopted.  The  ardour  ofStaniflaus  Auguftus,  in  embrac- 
ing a  project,  fo  well  calculated  to  promote  the  felicity  of  his  people,  evinced  the  libera- 
lity of  his  principles,  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart.  But  here  his  panegyrift  muft  paufe 
and  be  filent.  The  king  of  Poland  can  derive  no  praife  from  political  fagacity,  from 
activity,  or  perhaps  from  fortitude.  He  was  foothed  into  fecurity  by  the  perfidious 
profeftions  of  Frederic  William,  a  perfon  diftinguifhed  even  among  defpots  by  an 
utter  want  of  veracity.  He  feems  to  have  neglected  every  means  of  defenfe.  No  alli- 
ances were  formed,  and  no  preparations  were  made,  for  fupporting  with  energy,  the 
new  conftitution.  IfPrufTia  or  Britain  had  refufed  a  cordial  friendfhip,  Sweden  or 
Denmark,  or,  in  particular,  France  might  have  assifled  him  in  repelling  with  fuccefs 
the  hordes  of  the  Russian  MefTalina.  Ten  thoufand  French  troops,  with  a  moderate 
fupply  of  military  ftores  and  a  body  of  experienced  officers,  would  have  turned  orfuf- 
pended  thefcale  of  fortune.  The  republic  of  Poland,  difmembered  anddefolate,  as  it 
comparatively  is,  yet  ftill  contained  a  population  of  nine  millions,  a  number  fufficient 
under  proper  management,  to  have  at  leaft  for  a  confiderable  time,  protracted  the 
conteft  ;  and,  as  the  greateft  general  and  ftatefman  of  theprefent  age,  has  obferved,he 
who  gains  time,  gains  every  thing*. 

The  neglect  of  fecuring  fufficient  fuccours  from  abroad,  great  as  it  was,  did  not 
exceed  the  indifference  of  the  monarch  as  to  the  refources  of  internal  defenfe.  While 
fome  difcontented  nobles  demonftrated  the  moft  implacable  hoftility  to  the  new  con- 
ftitution, and  while  they  were  received  with  kindnefs  by  the  court  of  Peterfburgh, 
the  regular  forces  of  Poland  were  not  properly  organized  ;  the  militia  were  not  em- 
bodied •,  not  a  magazine  was  erected,  nor  an  entrenchment  caftup.  It  was  all  a  dead 
«alm,  and  the  Russians  appeared  upon  the  frontiers,  before  the  diet  had  recovered 
/rom  its  furprife,  at  the  firft  hoftile  declaration  of  the  widow  of  Peter  the  third. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  April  1792,  the  king  informed  the  diet,  that  this  enemy  to  the  hu- 
man race  had  determined  to  invade  the  territory  of  the  republic,  with  an  army  of 
iixty  thoufand  Russians  ;  that  this  body  was  to  be  fupported  by  a  fecond  corps  of 
twenty  thoufand,  and  by  the  Russian  forces  then  acting  in  Moldavia,  and  which 
amounted  to  feventy  thoufand  more.  Then,  and  not  fooner,  the  diet  decreed  the  or- 
ganization of  the  army,  and  its  augmentation  to  an  hundred  thoufand  men.  Maga- 
zines, when  it  was  too  late,  were  ordered  to  be  conftructed,  and  quarters  were  at 
the  fame  time  directed  to  be  provided, for  the  forces  of  Poland.  Thediet  and  the  nation 
united,  as  one  man,  to  affert  their  independence.  All  private  animofities  were  oblite- 
rated. All  private  interefts  were  facriliced.  The  greateft  encouragement  was  held  out 
to  volunteers  to  enrol  themfelves  under  the  ftandard  of  liberty  and  of  Poland ;  and 

•  Memoirs  of  tbc  war  of  seven  yeaT*. 
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it  was  unanimoufly  decreed,  that  all  the  lofles  of  individuals  fhould  be  indemnified 
out  of  the  public  treafury. 

On  the  18  of  May,  the  Ruffian  ambaflador  delivered  a  declaration  worthy  of  fuch 
a  caufe.  It  was  a  contexture  of  untruth  and  hypocrify.  It  affirmed,  that  this  wan- 
ton invafion,  undertaken  againft  the  fenfe  of  almoft  every  fingle  Polander,  was  intend- 
ed entirely  for  the  advantage  of  the  republic.  It  cenfured  the  precipitancy  with  which 
the  new  conftitution  had  been  adopted,  and  afcribed  the  ready  confent  of  the 
diet  to  the  influence  of  the  mob  of  Warfaw.  It  reprefented  this  form  of  government 
as  a  violation  of  the  principles  on  which  the  Polifh  republic  was  founded.  Another 
accufation,  equally  curious,  was  advanced.  The  reign  of  Catharine  has  been  a  difgrace 
to  her  fex,  and  to  human  nature.  The  depravity  of  her  dom-eftic  life  has  rivalled 
the  enormity  of  her  official  guilt.  Yet,  the  ambaffador- of  this  woman,  with  peculiar 
modejiy,  complained,  that  in  fome  fpeeches  of  the  members  of  the  Polifh  diet,  "  the 
facred  name  of  the  emprefs  had  been  treated  with  licentioufnefs."  As  the  deep- 
ed abyfs  of  degradation  to  which  humanity  can  plunge,  an  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
'  fand  veterans  were  ready  to  fight  and  to  die,  in  vindication  of  the  virtues  of  their 
immaculate  fovereign. 

At  the  moment  when  this  declaration  was  delivered  to  the  diet,  the  Ruffian  troops, 
accompanied  by  a  few  Polifh  apoftates,  appeared  upon  the  frontiers.  Before  the  end 
of  the  month,  they  had  entered  the  territories  of  the  republic  in  feveral  columns. 
The  fpirit,  difplayed  by  the  nobility,  was  worthy  of  a  better  fate.  Some  delivered 
their  plate  to  the  mint.  Prince  Radzivil  engaged  to  fupply  ten  thoufand  fland  of 
arms  ;  another  nobleman  promifed  a  train  of  artillery.  The  courage  of  the  newly- 
raifed  foldiers  correfponded  with  the  patriotifm  of  their  leaders.  Prince  Poniatowfki, 
nephew  to  the  king,  was  appointed  commander  in  chief;  and  though  his  forces  were 
greatly  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  enemy,  he  made  a  vigorous  refiftance.  On  the  24th  of 
May  1  792,  the  firft  blood  was  drawn  ;  a  party  of  Collars  were  routed  by  the  patroles 
of  the  republican  army.  On  the  26th,  a  fecond  engagement  was  obftinately  fupported 
on  both  fides  ;  and  ended  without  advantage  to  either. 

During  thefe  proceedings  in  the  field,  the  cabinet  of  Pruffia  difplayed  an  inftance 
ofmeannefs,  duplicity,  and  fraud,  that  feldom  has  been  equalled,  and  never  can  be 
furpafled.  By  a  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance,  between  the  republic  of  Poland,  and  the 
king  of  Prussia,  ratified  on  the  23d  of  April  1790,  it  was  flipulated,  "  that  in  cafe  of 
menace  or  invafion  from  any  foreign  power,  they  fhould,  if  necefTary,  assifteach  other 
with  their  whole  force."  In  the  fixth  article,  it  was  again  repeated,  "  that  if  any  fo- 
reign power,  whatever,  fnould  prefume  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Poland, 
his  Pruffian  majefty  fhould  confider  this  as  a  cafe  falling  within  the  meaning  of  the 
alliance,  and  fhould.  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  fourth  article,  affift  the  republic  with 
his  whole  force."  On  an  application  at  this  juncture,  to  perform  his  engagement, 
Frederic  William  replied,  "  that  the  treaty  was  dated  previous  to  the  new  confti- 
tution, and  as  that  conftitution  eft.ib'.ifhed  a  new  order  of  things,  his  Prussian  majefty 
held  him/elf  abfolved  from  his  engagements  I"  Of  fuch  value  are  treaties  in  the  eyes  of  a 
defpotic  prince  !  If  any  circumftance  could  enhance  the  bafenefs  of  this  treachery,  it 
is  what  follows.  Moft  of  the  obnoxious  act,  of  which  Catharine,  in  her  declaration 
againft  the  Poles,  complained,  are  unfterftood  to  have  been  hazarded,  by  the  influ- 
ence and  advice  of  Prussia.  When  the  new  conftitution  was  propofed,  Frederic  Wil- 
liam never  gave  the  fm?.lleft  intimation,  that  "  the  new  order  of  things"  would  dif- 
folve  the  alliance.  On  the  contrary,  Goltz,  the  Prussian  envoy  at  Warfaw,  declared, 
forma'ly,  as  we  have  already  intimated,  upon  the  19th  of  May,  1791,  the  approba- 
tion of  his  fovereign,  with  refpect  to  the  new  arrangement. 

The  dutchy  of  Lithuania  was,    in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the   great  fcene  of 
action.     On  the  tenth  of  June,   1792,  the  Poles  defeated  the  Russians  in  a  skirmifh. 
Vol.  II.  G 
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The  vanquiihed  left  five  hundred  men  dead  on  the  field.     On  the  twelfth,  there  was 
a  fecond  engagement,  in  which    the  Poles,    after  an  obftinate  conteft  were  driven 
from  the  field.  On  the  fourteenth,  a  third  action  took  place.    The  Poles  loft  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.     On  the  feventeenth,  a  general  battle  was  fought.     The  Russians 
were   feventeen  thoufand  ftrong,    and   had  twenty- four  pieces  of  cannon.     After  a 
ftruggle,  that  lafted  from  feven  in  the  morning,  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  Russians 
retired,  on  all  fides,  with  the  lofs  of  four  thoufand  men.      The  Poles  loft  only  eleven 
hundred.     Thefe  exertions  fully  prove  what  they  were  capable  of  performing,  had 
they  met  their  enemies  on  any  terms  of  equality.      But  they  did   not  poflefs   that 
degree   of  experience  in  the  art  of  war,    and  that  fteady  fortitude,    which  can   only 
be  acquired  in  a  feiies  of  actual  fervice.     They   were,  befides,    inferior  in  point   of 
numbers  •,  and  they  rauft  have  been  extremely  deficient  in  thofe  innumerable  arti- 
cles of  fupply,    which,  in  particular  fince  the   invention  of  fire  arms,  are  eflential 
to  the  exiftence  of  a  regular  army.     The  Russians,   by  degrees,  gained  ground  upon 
all  fides.      Their  progrefs  was  marked  by  that  devaftation  and  cruelty,  which  invaria- 
bly diftinguifti  their  military  operations.     The  peafants  every  where  fled  before  them. 
Scarcely  a  human  being  was  to  be  feen.     On  the  feventeenth  of  July,  the  rear  of  the 
army  of  prince  Poniatowski  was  attacked  by  a  very  fuperior  force.     His  defence  was 
refpectable,  yet  he  fuffered  a  confiderable  lofs.    On  the  18th,  a  general  engagement 
happened.     It   is  faid  that  the  Russians  loft  four  thoufand  men,  and  the  Poles  only 
fome  hundreds.     The  latter  were,  however,  forced  to  retire  further  into  the  country, 
to  prevent  themfelves  from  being   overwhelmed  by  the  fuperior   number  of  the  ene- 
my.    This  action  ended  the  campaign,  and  the  conteft  for  Polifh  independence.  The 
king,  whofeageand  infirmities  rendered  him,  perhaps,  unequal  to  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  a  protracted  war,  inftead  of  putting  himfelf,  as  he  firft  had  refolved,  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  determined  abruptly  to  furrender   at  difcretion.     On  the  23d  of 
July  1792,  he  fummoned  a  council  of  all  the  deputies  then  in  Warfaw.     He  laid  be- 
fore them  the  laft  difpatches  from  the  emprefs,  which  infifted  upon  total  and  unreferv- 
ed  fubmission.    He  pointed  out  the  danger  of  a  fecond  difmemberment  of  the  repub- 
lic.    He  referred  to  the  fatal  union  of  Auftria  and  Prussia,  and  he  might  have  added 
of  Britain,  with  the  court  of  Peterfburgh.     He  recommended  that  the  nation,  on  this 
helplefs  and  defperate  condition,  fhould  caft  itfelf  on  the  clemency  and  protection  of 
the  emprefs. 

A  ftrong  oppofition  was  made,  but  in  vain,  to  this  propofal.  The  Russian  faction 
foon  gained  the  afcendancy,  and  were  immediately  joined  by  that  contemptible  band, 
fo  numerous  in  all  countries,  who  are  only  anxious  to  be  on  the  ftrongeft  fide.  Up- 
on the  2d  of  Auguft,  a  confederacy  was  formed  at  Warfaw,  and  Potocki,  an  agent 
of  the  emprefs,  was  chofen  marfhal.  The  acts  of  this  body  were  evidently  the  dic- 
tates of  Ruffia,  and  were  adopted  merely  to  reftore  the  ancient  abufes,  and  to  place 
their  country  under  the  aggravated  opprefiion  of  a  foreign  yoke.  At  the  very  time 
of  making  this  furrender,  a  fubfeription  had  been  opened  at  London,  to  fupport  the 
Polifh  republic  with  military  ftores.  The  news  of  the  furrender,  put  an  end  to  it. 
The  wifhes  of  the  Britifh  nation,  and  the  fyftem  of  the  court  of  St.  James,  were,  as 
it  frequently  happens,  in  the  moft  hoftile  oppofition.  Had  England  poflefTed  a  popu- 
lar government,  there  can  be  no  queftion,  that  early  and  effectual  meafures  would 
have  been  taken,  by  that  country,  to  fupport  the  new  conftitution  of  Poland. 

A  fecond  difmemberment  of  Poland  has  fucceeded  the  fubmiflion  of  that  people 
to  the  "  clemency  and  protection"  of  Catharine.  Pruflia  has  received  a  large  addi- 
tion of  territory,  including  the  city  of  Dantzic.  The  portion  of  the  emprefs  is  re- 
ported to  be  vaftly  greater.  Had  the  Auftrians  been  victorious  againft  France,  the 
court  of  Vienna  would,  no  doubt,  have  come  forward  to  claim  a  ftiare  in  the  divi- 
fion  of  the  fpoil.     The  very  diftrefied  and  critical  fituation  of  Francis  the  fecond 
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will,  moil  likely,  dived  him  of  this  addition  to  the  number  of  his  flaves.  The  par- 
ticulars of  the  new  partition  of  1793,  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  with  accuracy. 
Indeed,  were  it  possible  to  mark  the  prefent  limits  of  the  difmemberment,  ftill  they 
will  very  possibly,  be  altered  in  a  fhort  time;  and  the  whole  ccuntry  be  broken 
down  into  provinces  of  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Auftria.  We  fhall  only  juft  relate, 
that  in  fummer  laft,  the  two  firft  of  thefe  powers  forced  the  polilh  diet,  by  the  mod 
violent  meafures,  toconfent  to  this  new  partition.  The  Poles  are  faid  to  have  trans- 
mitted remonftrances,  on  this  fubject,  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe ;  but  without 
effect.  A  new  conftitution  has  been,  or  is  about  to  be  formed  for  Poland  •,  and  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  between  Russia  and  the  republic,  has  been  propofed,  by  the  Rus- 
sian ambaffidor,  and  is  mod  likely  completed  before  this  time.  On  the  1  ith  of  Ju- 
ly 1793,  the  king  and  the  diet  gave  in  a  remonftrance,  at  Grodno,  to  this  ambafla- 
dor,  wherein,  among  other  miferable  circumftances,  it  is  dated,  "  that  the  provinces 
deftined  for  the  ufe  of  the  king,  had  been  intercepted  by  the  orders"  of  this  diplo- 
matic inftrument  of  defpotifm.  The  diet  directed  that  a  copy  of  this  note  mould  be 
delivered  to  all  the  foreign  minifters  redding  near  theperfon  of  the  king.  The  am- 
baflador  of  Russia  forbade  this  publication,  or  even  the  infertlon  of  the  remonftrance 
in  the  minutes  of  the  diet.  On  the  23  of  July,  Catharine  publidted  orders  for  a  day 
of  general  thankfgiving  for  the  fuccefs  of  her  arms,  to  be  obferved  on  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember enfuing,  throughout  her  immenfe  dominions.  In  her  manifefto,  on  this  fub- 
ject, fhefpeaks  with  much  felf  complacency  of  her  proceedings  in  Poland,  and  pioujly 
adds,  "  that  fhe  has  been  overloaded  by  divine  favours. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Poles  wanted  only  a  very  fmall  degree  of  assiftance  to  have 
repelled  the  forces  of  Russia.  Had  they  weathered  the  ftorm  of  a  fingle  campaign, 
there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  they  would  finally  have  been  able  to  bid  defiance  to 
all  their  enemies. .  Poland,  before  the  firft  difmemberment,  was  five  times  as  large 
as  Pennfylvania,  and  about  one  third  larger  than  the  whole  republic  of  France.  It 
formed  a  compact  and  fquare  body  of  territory,  and  might  naturally  fpeaking,  have 
been  raifed  into  the  moft  formidable  power  in  Europe. 
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Crim  and  Little  Tartar)',  or  the  ancient 

Taurica  Cherfonefus* 
Budziac  Tartar)-,    Beffarabia. 
Moldavia,  olim  Dacia 

Walachia,  another  part  of  the  ancient  Dacia 
Bulgaria,  the  eaft  part  of  the  ancient  Myfia 
Servia,  the  vvefl  part  of  Myfia 
Bofnia,  part  of  the  ancient  Illyricum 
Romania,  olito  Thrace 
Macedonia 
Theffaly,  now  Janna 
Achaia  and  Boeotia,  now  Livadia 
Epirus 
Albania 
Daimatia 

Ragufan  republicf 
Corinthia 
A rgos 
Sparta 

Olympia,  where  the  games  were  held 
Arcadia 
Elis 


Precop,  Bachiferai,  Kaffa. 

Oczakow,  Bender,  Belgorod. 

Jazy,  Choczim,  Falkzin. 

Tetcgvifc. 

Widin,  Nicopoli  Sililtria,  Scopia. 

Belgrade,  Semendria,  Nifla. 

Seraio, 

Conftantinople,  N.  L.  41,  E.  L.  29.  Adrianople, 

Strymon,  Contefla. 

Salonichi,  Larifla, 

Athens,  Thebes,  Lepanto. 

Chimaera,  Bartinto,  Scodra. 

Durazzo,  Dulcigno. 

Zara,  Narenza. 

Ragufa 

Corinth 

Argos,   Napoli  di  Romania. 

Lacedaemon,  now  M'fitra,  on  the  river  Enrotas 

Olympia,  or  Longinica,  on  the  river  Alpheus 

Modon,  Coron. 

Partas,  Elis,  or  Belvidere,  on  the  river  Peneus. 


Soil,  air,  seasons,  and  water.]  In  this  refpecc,  nature  has  lavifhed  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  Turkey,  all  her  bleiTings.  The  foil,  though  unimproved,  is  extreme- 
ly luxuriant.  The  air  is  falubrious.  The  feafons  are  here  regular,  and  the  climate 
has  been  celebrated  from  the  remotefl  antiquity.  The  Turks  are  invited  to  frequent 
bathings,   by  the  purity  and   wholefomenefs  of  the  water,  all  over  their  dominions. 

Mountains.  J  Mount  Athos  lies  on  a  peninfula,  running  into  the  Egean  Sea  ; 
the  mounts  Pindus  and  Olympus,  celebrated  in  Grecian  fables,  feparate  Theffaly  from 
Epirus.  Parnaffus,  in  Achaia,  fo  famous  for  being  confecrated  to  the  Mufes,  is  well 
known.  Mount  Haemus  is  likewife  often  mentioned  by  the  poets  ;  but  mod  of  the 
other  mountains  have  changed  their  names  ;  witnefs  the  mountains  Shua,  Witofka, 
Staras,  Piamina,  and  many  others.  Even  the  moft  celebrated  mountains  above  men- 
tioned, have  modern  names  impofed  upon  them  by  the  Turks. 


*  The  Russians  in  1793,  seized  011  the  Crimea, 
the  principal  part  of  this  division,  and  by  a  treaty, 
signed  January  9th,  1784,  the  Turks  ceded  it  to  them, 
with  the  isle  of  Taman,  and  that  part  of  Cuban  which 
is  bounded  by  the  river  of  that  name.  The  Turks- 
have  now  only  the  Tartar  nations  beyond  the  river 
Cuban,  and  from  the  Black  Sea. 

f  The  republic  of  Ragusa,  though  reckoned  by  geogra- 
phers part  of  Turkey  in  Europe,  is  not  under  the  TurKish 
government.  It  is  an  aristocratical  state,  formed  nearly 
after  the  model-  of  that  of  Venice  The  government  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  nobility  ;  and  the  chief  of  the  republic, 
who  is  styled  reflor,  is  changed  every  month,  and  elected 
by  scrutiny  or  lot.  During  his  short  administration,  he 
lives  in  the  palace,  and  wears  a  ducal  habit.  As  the  ka- 
gusans  are  unable  to  protect  themselves,  they  make  use 
cf  their  wealth  to  procure  them  protectors,  the  chief  of 
whom,  for  many  years,  was  the  grand  signior.  They 
endeavoured  also  to  keep  upon  good  terms  with  the  Ve- 
netians, and  other  neighbouring  states.  But  in  .the  year 


1783,  a  dispute  arose  between  them  and  the  king  of  Na- 
ples, respecting  a  claim  of  right  to  his  appointing  a  com- 
mander cf  the  Ragusan  troops.  It  was  teiminated  by  the 
republic's  putting  itself  under  that  king's  protection.  The 
city  of  Ragusa  is  not  above  two  miles  in  circumference, 
but  it  is  well  built,  and  contains  some  handsome  edifices. 
The  ancient  Epidaurus  was  situated  not  far  from  this  city. 
The  Ragusans  profess  the  Catholic  religion,  but  Greeks, 
Armenians,  and  Turks,  are  tolerated.  Almost  till  the 
citizens  are  traders,  and  they  keep  so  watchful  an  eje  o- 
vcr  their  freedom,  that  the  gates  of  the  city  of  Raguta  are 
allowed  to  be  open  only  a  few  hours  in  the  day.  The  lan- 
guage chierly  in  use  among  the  Ragusans  is  the  Sclavonian,, 
but  the  greatest  part  of  them  speak  the  Italian.  They 
have  many  trading  vessels,  and  are  carriers  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, like  the  Dutch,  being  constantly  at  peace  with 
the  piratical  slates  of  Barbarv.  The  cities  of  Gravcsa, 
and  Stagno,  thirty  miles  N.  E.  of  Ragusa,  are  within, 
the  territories  of  this  republic,  and  five  small  islands 
also  belong  to  it,  the  principal  of  which  is  Mclidit 
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Seas.]  Thefe  are  the  Euxine  or  Black  Sea  •,  the  Palus  Maeotis,  or  Sea  of  Afoph  ; 
the  Sea  of  Marmora  which  feparates  Europe  from  Afia  •,  the  Archipelago  ;  the  Ionian 
Sea,  and  the  Levant. 

Straits.]  Thofe  of  the  Hellefpont  and  Bofphorus  are  joined  to  the  fea  of  Mar- 
mora, and  are  remarkable  in  modern,  as  well  as  ancient  hiftory.  The  former,  viz. 
the  Hellefpont,  or  Dardanelles,  is  only  two  miles  and  a  half  in  breadth,  and  is  famous 
for  the  paflage  of  Xerxes  over  it,  when  about  to  invade  Greece,  and  of  Alexander  in 
his  expedition  againft  Afia.  Xerxes,  for  the  more  eafy  tranfportation  of  his  numerous 
forces,  laid  a  bridge  of  boats  over  it.  The  Bofphorus  is  about  the  fame  breadth  as  the 
Hellefpont. 

Rivers.]  The  Danube,  the  Save,  the  Neifter,  the  Neiper,  and  the  Den,  are  the 
beft  known  rivers  in  this  country  ;  though  many  others  have  been  celebrated  by  poets 
andhiftorians. 

Lakes.]  The  Lago  di  Scutari  lies  in  Albania.  It  communicates  with  the  Lago  di 
Plave  and  the  Lago  di  Holti,  The  Stymphalus,  fo  famous  for  its  harpies  and  rave- 
nous birds,  lies  in  the  Morea ;  and  Peneu's,  from  its  qualities,  is  thought  to  be  the 
lake  from  which  the  Styx  iflues,  reported  by  poets  to  be  the  paflage  into  hell. 

Metalsand  minerals.]  Turkey  in  Europe  contains  a  variety  of  all  forts  of  mines, 
and  its  marbles  are  efteemed  the  fineft  in  the  world. 

Vegetable  productions. }  Thefe  are  excellent  all  over  the  European  Turkey, 
efpecially  when  aflifted  by  the  fmalleft  degree  of  induftry.  Befides  pot  and  garden 
herbs  of  almoft  every  kind,  this  country  produces  in  great  abundance  and  perfection, 
oranges,  lemons,  citrons,  pomegranates,  grapes  of  an  uncommon  fweetnefs,  excellent 
figs,  almonds,  olives,  and  cotton.  Befides  thefe,  many  drugs,  not  common  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  are  produced  here. 

Animals.]  The  Theflalian  or  Turkifh  horfes,  are  excellent  both  for  their  beauty 
and  fervice.  The  black  cattle  are  large,  efpecially  in  Greece.  The  goats  are,  to  the 
inhabitants,  a  moft  valuable  part  of  the  animal  creation,  for  their  milk  and  flefh.  The 
large  eagles  which  abound  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Badadagi,  furnifh  the  beft  fea- 
thers for  arrows  to  the  Turkifh  archers,  and  are  fold  at  an  uncommon  price.  Par- 
tridges are  plentiful  in  Greece. 

Antiquities  and  curiosities,  ?  Almoft  every  fpot  of  ground,  every  river, 
natural  and  artificial.  5  an^  every  fountain  of  Greece,  prefents  the 
traveller  with  celebrated  antiquities.  On  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth,  the  ruins  of  Nep- 
tune's temple,  and  the  theatre  where  the  Ifthmian  games  were  celebrated,  are  ftill 
vifible.  Athens,  which  contains  at  prefent  above  ten  thoufand  inhabitants,  abounds 
with  magnificent  ruins.  Among  the  antiquities  of  this  once  fuperb  city,  are  the  re- 
mains of  the  temple  of  Minerva,  built  of  white  marble,  and  encompafled  with  forty- 
fix  fluted  columns  of  the  Doric  order,  forty-two  feet  high,  and  feven  feet  and  a  half 
in  circumference.  The  architrave  is  adorned  with  baflb- relievos,  admirably  executed, 
reprefenting  the  wars  of  the  Athenians.  To  thefouth-eaft  of  the  Acropolis,  a  citadel 
which  defends  the  town,  are  feventeen  beautiful  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
thought  to  be  the  remains  of  the  emperor  Adrian's  palace,  They  are  of  fine  white 
marble,  about  fifty  feet  high,  including  the  capitals  and  bafes.  Juft  without  the  city 
ftands  the  temple  of  Thefeus,  fujrrounded  with  fluted  column's  of  the  Doric  order. 
The  portico,  at  the  weft  end,  is  adorned  with  the  battle  of  the  Centaurus,  in  baflb- 
relievo  •,  that  at  the  eaft  end  appears  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  fame  hiftory  ;  and 
on  the  outfide  of  the  porticos,  are  reprefented  the  exploits  of  Thefeus.  On  the  fouth- 
weft  fide  of  Athens,  is  a  beautiful  ftruclure,  commonly  called  the  Lantern  of  De- 
mofthenes.  This  is  a  fmall  round  edifice  of  white  marble.  The  roof  is  fupported  by 
fix  fluted  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  nine  feet  and  an  half  high,  in  the  fpace 
between  the  colums  are  pannels  of  marble ;  end   the  whole  is  covered  with  a  cu- 
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pola,  carved  with  the  refemblance  of  fcales  ;  and  on  the  frieze  are  beautifully  repre- 
fented  in  relievo,  the  labours  of  Hercules.  Here  are  alfo  to  be  {een  the  temple  of  the 
Winds  •,  the  remains  of  the  theatre  of  Bacchus  •,  of  the  magnificent  aqueduct  of  the 
emperor  Adrian  •,  and  of  the  temples  of  Jupiter  Olympius  and  Auguftus.  The  re- 
mains of  the  oracle  of  Apollo  are  ftill  vifible  at  Caftri,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  mount 
Parnaflus  •,  and  the  marble  fteps  are  ftill  difcernible,  that  defcend  to  a  pleafant  run- 
ning water,  fuppofed  to  be  the  renowned  Caftalian  fpring,  with  the  niches  for  ftatutes 
in  the  rock.  The  famous  cave  of  Trophonius  is  ftill  a  natural  curiofity  in  Livadia, 
the  old  Bceotia. 

Mount  Athos  ftands  on  a  peninfula  which  extends  into  the  JEgean  fea,  and  is  a 
chain  of  mountains,  reaching  the  whole  length  of  the  peninfula,  {even  Turkifti  miles 
in  length  and  three  in  breadth  ;  but  it  is  only  a  fingle  mountain  that  is  properly  called 
Athos.  This  is  fo  lofty,  that  on  the  top,  as  the  ancients  pretended,  the  fun-rifing 
was  beheld  four  hours  fooner  than  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  •,  and,  at  the  folftice, 
its  fhade  reached  into  the  market-place  of  Myrina,  a  town  in  Lemnos,  which  ifland 
was  difbant  eighty-feven  miles  eaftward.  There  are  twenty-two  convents  on  Mount 
Athos,  befides  a  great  number  of  cells  and  grottos,  with  the  habitations  of  nume- 
rous monks  and  hermits.  The  monks,  who  call  themfelves  "  the  inhabitants  of  the 
holy  mountain,"  befides  their  daily  offices  of  religion,  cultivate  the  olive  and  vineyards, 
are  carpenters,  mafons,  ftone  cutters,  cioth-workers,  taylors,  &c.  They  live  a  very 
auftere  life ;  their  ufual  food,  inftead  of  flefh,  being  vegetables,  dried  olives,  figs, 
and  other  fruit  •,  onions,  cheefe,  and  on  certain  days,  lent  excepted,  fiih.  Their 
fafts  are  many  and  fevere.  The  healthfulnefs  of  the  air,  affifted  by  their  habitual  tem- 
perance, renders  longevity  fo  common  here,  that  many  of  the  fathers  live  above  an 
hundred  years.  It  appears  from  JElian,  that  anciently  the  mountain  in  general,  and 
particularly  the  fummit,  was  accounted  very  healthy,  and  conducive  to  long  fife ; 
whence  the  inhabitants  were  called  Macrobii,  or  long-lived.  We  are  farther  inform- 
ed by  Philoftratus,  in  the  life  of  Apollonius,  that  numbers  of  philofophers  ufed 
to  retire  to  this  mountain,  for  the  better  contemplation  of  the  heavens,  and  of 
nature. 

Cities.]  Conftantinople,  the  capital  of  this  empire,  is  fituated  on  the  European 
fide  of  the  Bofphorus.  It  was  built  upon  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Byzantium,  by 
the  Roman  emperor  Conftantine  the  great,  as  a  more  inviting  fituation  than  Rome 
for  the  feat  of  empire.  It  became  afterwards  the  capital  of  the  Greek  empire,  and, 
having  efc2ped  the  deftructive  rage  of  the  barbarous  nations,  was  the  greateft  as  well 
as  the  moft  beautiful  city  in  Europe,  and  the  only  one,  during  the  Gothic  ages,  in 
which  there  remained  any  image  of  the  ancient  elegance  in  manners  and  arts.  While 
in  pofleffion  of  the  Greek  emperors,  it  was  almoft  the  only  martin  Europe  for  the 
commodities  oftheEaft  Indies.  The  European  writers,  in  the  ages  of  the  crufades, 
fpeak  of  it  with  aftonifhment.  "  O,  what  a  vaft  city  is  Conftantinople  !  (exclaims  one, 
when  he  firft  beheld  it)  and  how  beautiful!  How  many  monafteries  are  there  in  it, 
and  how  many  palaces  built  with  wonderful  art  !  How  many  manufactures  are  there 
in  the  city,  amazing  to  behold  !  It  would  be  aftonifhing  to  relate  how  it  abounds 
with  all  good  things,  with  gold,  filver,  and  fluffs  of  various  kinds  ;  for  every  hour, 
mips  arive  in  the  port  with  all  things  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  man,"  Conftantino- 
ple is,  at  this  day,  one  of  the  fineft  cities  in  the  world  by  its  fituation  and  its  port. 
The  profpect  from  it  is  noble.  The  moft  regular  part  is  the  Befeftin,  enclofed  with 
walls  and  gates,  where  the  merchants  have  their  ftiops  ranged.  In  another  part  of  the 
city,  is  the  Hippodrome,  an  oblong  fquare  of  four  hundred  paces  by  two  hundred, 
where  the  troops  exercife  on  horfeback.  The  parade  is  a  large  fpacious  fquare,  the  gene- 
ral refortof  all  ranks.  Onthe  oppofite  fideof  the  port  are  four  towns,  which  areconfider- 
ed  as  a  part  of  the  fuburbs.  They  are  named  Pera,  Galata,  Pacha,   and  Tophana.  In 
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Pera,  the  foreign  ambafladors  and  Franks  or  Grangers  refide,  not  being  permitted 
to  live  in  the  city  ;  Galata'  alfo  is  moftiy  inhabited  by  Franks  and  Jews,  and  is  a  place 
of  great  trade.  Conftantinople  abounds  with  antiquities  :  the  tomb  of  Conftantine  is 
ftill  preferved.  The  mofqueof  St.  Sophia,  once  achriftian  church,  is  thought,  in  fome 
refpects,  to  exceed,  in  grandeur  of  architecture,  St.  Peter's  at  Rome.  It  is  fituated 
in  the  fineft  part  of  Conftantinople,  upon  an  eminence,  with  a  gradual  defcent  to  the 
fea.  It  is  of  a  long  fquare  form,  about  one  hundred  paces  in  length,  and  eighty  in  breadth, 
but  in  the  infide  it  is  round.  A  portico,  or  piazza,  about  thirty-fix  feet  in  breadth, 
fupported  by  marble  pillars,  extends  the  whole  length  of  the  front.  This  communi- 
cates with  the  body  of  the  church  by  nine  folding-doors  of  brafs,  the  middlemoft  of 
which  has  fome  remains  of  Mofaic  work  and  paintings,  which  have  been  almoft  en- 
tirely defaced  by  the  Turks.  This  portico  is  joined  to  another  which  has  five  bra- 
zen doors.  The  body  of  the  church  is  almoft  covered  by  a  cupola  of  admirable  ftruct- 
ure  at  the  foot  of  which  runs  a  colonnade  fupporting  a  gallery  of  nine  yards  broad, 
formerly  fet  apart  for  the  women.  Over  this  run  two  baluftrades,  juft  broad  enough 
for  one  perfon  to  pafs  ;  which,  in  the  time  of  their  Ramadan,  or  lent,  are  adorned 
with  lamps,  and  make  a  fine  appearance.  The  dome  is  thirty-  four  yards  from  fide  to. 
fide,  and  refts  upon  four  vaft  pillarsv  at  leaft  fifteen  yards  in  circumference.  It  is  a 
perfect  hemifphere,  illuminated  by  twenty-four  windows  placed  at  equal  diftances 
from  one  another.  In  the  infide  are  upwards  of  one  hundred  pillars,  of  various  kinds 
of  marble,  fome  of  which  are  porphyry,  and  others  Egyptian  granite.  The  whole 
dome,  and  indeed  all  the  walls,  are  curioufiy  lined  with  marble,  and  the  incruftati- 
ons  of  the  gallery  are  Mofaic,  generally  done  withfmall  glafs  cubes,  which  are  con- 
tinually loofened  from  their  cement,  but  the  colours  are  unchangeable.  The  Turks 
have  added  four  minarets,  or  tall  {lender  fteeples,  fomewhat  refembling  the  monu- 
ment in  London,  and  terminating  in  fpires,  with  gilded  crefcents  on  the  top. 

The  city  is  built  in  a  triangular  form,  with  the  feraglio  ftanding  on  a  point  of  one 
of  the  angles,  from  whence  there  is  a  profpect  of  the  delightful  coaft  of  Lefler  Ana. 
When  we  fpeakof  the  feraglio,  we  do  not  mean  the  apartments  in  which  the  grand 
fignior's  women  are  confined,  as  is  commonly  imagined,  but  the  whole  enclofure  of 
the  Ottoman  palace,  which  might  well  fufnce  for  a  moderate  town.  The  wall,  which 
furrounds  the  feraglio,  is  thirty  feet  high,  having  battlements,  embrafures,  and  tow- 
ers, in  the  ftyle  of  ancient  fortifications.  There  are  in  it  nine  gates,  but  only  two 
of  them  magnificent  ;  and  from  one  of  thefe,  the  Ottoman  court  takes  the  name  of 
the  Porte,  in  all  public  tranfactions  and  records.  The  town  is  furrounded  by  a  high 
and  thick  wall,  with  battlements,  after  the  oriental  manner,  and  towers,  defended  by 
a  lined  and  {hallow  ditch,  the  works  of  which  are  double  on  the  land-fide.  The 
beft  authors  think  that  it  does  not  contain  above  eight  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants, 
three-fourths  of  whom  are  faid  to  be  Greeks  and  Armenians,  the  reft  are  Jews  and 
Turks.  Others  fuppofe  the  inhabitants  not  to  exceed  fix  hundred  thoufand.  The 
city  hath  been  frequently  ravaged  by  fires,  eitherowing  to  the  narrownefs  ofthe  ftreets 
and  the  ftructure  of  the  houfes,  or  the  arts  o f  the  Janizaries.  In  Auguft,  1784,3 
fire  broke  out  in  the  quarter  fituated  towards  the  harbour,  and  fpread  into  other 
quarters,  and  about  ten  thoufand  houfes  (moft  of  which  had  been  rebuilt  fince  the 
fire  in  1782)  were  confumed. 

Oppofite  to  the  feraglio,  on  the  Afiatic  fide,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  diftant 
acrofs  the  water,  is  Scutari,  adorned  with  a  royal  mofque,  and  a  pleafure-houfe  of 
the  grand  fignior.  On  the  brow  of  an  adjacent  hill,  is  a  grand  profpect.  In  one  view 
are  Conftantinople,  Galata,  and  Pera,  the  fmall  feas  of  the  Bofphorus  and  Propontis, 
with  the  adjacent  countries  on  each  fhore. 

As  to  the  population,  manners,  religion,  government,  revenues,  learning,  military 
ftrength,  commerce,  and  manufactures  of  the  Turks,  thefe  feveral  heads,  depend- 
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ing  on  the  fame  principles  all  over  the  empire  fhall  be  mentioned  under  Turkey  in 
Asia. 

Crim-Tartary,  or  the  Crimea,  the  ancient  Taurica  Cherfonefus,  is  a  peninfula, 
lying  on  the  Euxine  or  Black  Sea,  by  which  it  is  bounded  on  the  weft  and  fouth,  and 
on  the  eaft  and  north  eaft,  by  that  of  Afoph.  It  is  between  forty- four  and  forty. fix 
degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  thirty-four  and  thirty-feven  degrees  of  eaft  longitude. 

This  peninfula  was  efteemed  a  part  of  Turkey  in  Europe,  until  it  was  ceded  to  Ruf- 
fia,  in  confequence  of  the  peace  in  1784.  Many  cities  were  built  on  it  by  the  Greeks, 
particularly  thofe  of  Cherfon,  Theodofia,  Panticapeum,  and  fome  others,  which  car- 
ried on  a  great  trade  with  the  Scythians,  as  well  as  with  the  Greek  cities  on  the  con- 
tinent. It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  modern  towns  of  this  country  are  not  fi- 
tuated  exactly  in  the  fame  places  with  thofe  built  by  the  Greeks.  Eupatoria,  now  Kof- 
fleo,  is  but  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  feat  of  the  ancient  Eupatorium,  if  not  exactly 
in  the  fame  fpot;  and  Sebaftopolis  ftands  but  a  very  little  way  from  the  Cherfon  of  the 
Greeks  •,  the  ruins  of  which  laft  are  ftill  extant.  Strabo  mentions  a  place,  named  Por- 
tus  Symbolon,  which  is  probably  the  fame  with  that  named  Symbol  by  the  Genoefe,  and 
in  modern  times  Balylava  •,  Janikale  is  the  Panticapeum  of  the  ancient ;  and  Theodofia, 
lately  called  Kaffa,  has  now  received  its  ancient  appellation  of  Theodofia  again. 

The  moft  confiderable  rivers  in  the  Crimea  are  thofe  of  Karafu  and  Salagir,  which 
take  an  eafterly  courfe,  and  uniting  their  ftreams,  at  the  distance  of  more  than  twenty 
werfts  from  the  fea,  run  into  the  gulf  of  the  fea  of  Afoph,  which  is  interpofed  between 
the  mainland  of  Crimea,  and  a  long  narrow  peninfula. 

Of  the  towns  in  this  part  of  the  world,  we  have  but  very  flight  defcriptions  ;  and, 
indeed,  where  the  country  has  been  fo  often  the  feat  of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
ftill  fo  uncivilized,  very  little  can  be  expected  from  their  buildings.  A  Tartar's 
houfe  is  avery  flight  building  of  only  one  ftory,  without  any  chair,  table,  or  piece  of 
wooden  furniture.  Large  cufliions  are  ranged  round  the  rooms  for  feats  ;  but  what 
is  extremely  convenient,  there  is  more  than  double  the  fpace  of  the  room  behind  the 
wainfcot,  which  draws  back  in  moft  places:  fo  that  in  a  place  where  the  room  appears 
exceedingly  fmall  and  confined,  there  is  yet  every  conveniency  to  be  met  with.  A 
Tartar  houfe  has  always  another  building,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  it,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  ftrangers  or  travellers.  The  palace  of  the  khan  at  Bachiferai,  is  an  irregular 
building  ;  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  of  one  floor,  railed  upon  pillars  of  wood,  arched  and 
gilt  in  a  fanciful  and  lively  manner  ;  the  arch,  or  laft  door-way,  is  finely  proportioned, 
and  is  adorned  with  an  infcription  in  letters  of  gold. 

Among  the  curiofities  in  this  country,  we  may  reckon  the  fource  of  the  river  Kara- 
fu, which  is  fituated  among  rocks,  in  a  very  romantic  manner,  and  rifes  in  a  confider- 
able ftream.  No  lefs  wonderful  are  thofe  lakes  which  receive  the  rivulets,  without 
any  vifible  outlet.  On  the  fummit  of  certain  rocks,  near  Sebaftopolis,  are  places 
where  immenfe  cables  have  certainly  pafied  and  been  tied.  The  Tartars  infift  that  the 
fea  was  once  clofe  to  the  foot  of  them,  and  that  fhips  were  fattened  there.  Near  Ba- 
chiferai there  is  a  mine  of  earth,  exactly  likefoap,  which  is  reckoned  very  good  for  the 
fkin,  andvaftquantitiesof  i(t  are  confumcd  by  the  women  at  Constantinople.  Thefheep, 
in  this  peninfula,  are  numerous,  and  afford  the  moft  beautiful  and  coftly  fpotted  flee- 
ces.    Throughout  the  whole  of  this  peninfula,  there  are  many  ruins  of  ancient  towns. 

The  peninfula  of  the  Crimea  has  a  confiderable  trade  in  what  is  called  Morocco- 
leather,  of  various  colours,  which  is  to  be  had  very  cheap.  At  Bachiferai,  there  is  a 
great  trade  of  fword-blades,  knives  and  hangers. 
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Literature.]  It  might  Teem  improper  to  conclude  the  account  of  European 
Turkey  without  paying  fome  notice  to  this  fubjeft.  Ancient  Greece  has  been  cele- 
brated, beyond  every  other  country  in  the  world,  for  its  fertility  in  excellent  writers 
of  all  clafles.  The  orators,  hiftorians,  and  philofophers  of  the  Roman  empire,  confi- 
dered  it  as  their  profession  to  imitate,  and  their  higheft  ambition  to  rival,  their  Gre- 
cian predecefibrs  and  mafters.  In  poetry,  the  fuperior  talents  of  that  extraordinary 
people  were  alike  inconteftible.  Plautus,  Lucretius,  Virgil,  Ovid,  Horace,  and,  indeed, 
almoft  the  whole  of  the  Roman  poets,  are  known  to  have  been  very  largely  indebted 
to  the  inexhauftible  treafures  of  the  genius  of  Greece,  The  natives  of  this  narrow 
peninfula,  one  half  lefs  in  extent  than  Pennfylvania,  had,  from  circumftances  which 
cannot  now  be  explained,  invented  a  language  for  themfelves*.  This  tongue  was  en- 
tirely diftinct  from  that  of  any  other  nation,  and  was,  at  the  fame  time,  beyond 
queftion,  the  mod  beautiful  ever  fpoken.  Yet  the  flexions  of  its  nouns  and  verbs 
were  infinitely  more  complex  than  even  thofe  of  the  Latin  tongue.  Such  was  its  Actu- 
ation fo  early  as  the  age  of  Homer.  It  is  doubtful  whether  he  was  at  all  acquainted 
with  an  alphabet,  as  he  no  where  makes  any  allufion  to  the  art  of  writing.  If  he  em- 
ployed letters,  ftill  he  muft  have  written  his  poems,  in  a  very  rude  period  of  fociety. 
The  conftruction  of  fo  ftrangely  artificial  a  fyftem  of  grammar,  would,  in  any  ftate 
of  human  life,  appear  furprifing.  But  when  we  reflect  that  the  declenfions,  moods,, 
and  tenfes  of  the  Greek,  had  been  formed  by  a  barbarous  and  illiterate  people,  its  re- 
finement in  the  text  of  Homer,  feems  very  unaccountable.  The  pyramids  of  Egypt 
are  an  object  of  conjectures  and  aftonifhment  to  the  learned.  Yet,  the  origin  of  the 
language  of  Greece,  at  which  no  critic  feems  to  wonder,  is,  in  itfelf,  a  monument  of 
art,  ten  thoufand  times  more  ftriking.  But  when  contemplated,  as  the  production  of 
a  rude  and  unlettered  nation,  its  complexity,  and  its  beauties,  are  equally  amazing.  Ci- 
cero tells  us,  that  fome  Latin  verfes  of  the  age  of  Numa  Pompilius,  had  defcended 
to  his  time.  They  were  become  obfolete  and  even  unintelligible.  If  an  interval  of 
fix  centuries  was  thus  requifite  for  perfecting  the  language  of  Cicero,  an  equal  fpace 
of  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  formation  of  that  of  Homer.  He  moft  likely  com- 
pofed  his  poems  within  a  century  after  Troy  was  taken.  The  progrefs  of  the  Latin 
tongue,  as  above  ftated,  leads  us,  by  analogy,  to  infer,  that  the  Greek  had  begun  to 
afTume  its  classical  form,  at  a  very  remote  period  of  antiquity. 

Of  the  authors  of  ancient  Greece,  Homer  claims  the  firft  place.  Befides  his  Iliad 
and  OdyfTey,  he  compofed  many  other  poems.  Of  thefe,  a  great  part  are  loft.  Of 
the  remainder  ftill  extant,  fome,  at  leaft,  have  considerable  merit.  Yet,  by  the  tafte- 
lefs  caprice  of  the  literary  world,  the  lefTer  works  of  Homer  have  funk  almoft  into 
perfect  oblivion.  This  circumftance  appears  very  inexplicable,  when  we  reflect  upon 
the  fuperlative  renown  of  the  poet.  He  left  behind  him  a  number  of  hymns  infcribed 
to  different  Grecian  divinities.  They  were  cited  as  authentic  by  Thucydides,  Paufa- 
nias,  andLucian.  One  of  thofe,  which  have  defcended  entire,  is  infcribed  to  Venus. 
The  fubject  of  it  is,  the  amour  of  Anchifes  with  the  goddefs  of  love.  The  exordium 
has  been  imitated  by  Lucretius  ;  and  Virgil,  with  his  ufual  assiduity,  has  copied  fe- 
veral  lines  of  this  hymn,  for  his  interview  between  Eneas  and  Venus  -f-.  A  complete 
collection  of  the  remaining  works  of  Homer  is  hardly  to  be  met  with.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  world  has  been  exclusively  and  injurioufly  engrolTed  by  his  Iliad  and 
OdyfTey,  to  the  utter  neglect  of  his  lefs  voluminous  compositions.     A  Greek  hymn 

*  AH  the  words  in  the'  Greek  language  are  derived  from'  about  three  hundred  primitives,  a  plain  evidence  that  the 
Greeks  formed  their  language  almost  entirely  among  themselves."  Essay  on  the  formation  of  languages,  by  Dr.  Adam 
Smith,  London  edition  of  1792. 

t  There  is  a  beautiful  translation  of  this  poem  in  the  works  of  Mr.  Congreve.  Of  the  battle  of  the  frogs  and  mice, 
ascribed  also  to  Homer,  Dr.  lJanv«U  published  an  elegant  version. 
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to  Ceres,  was  difcovered  about  fifteen  years  ago,  among  fome  ancient  manuScripts  ; 
and  has  been  fuppoSed  to  be  the  work  of  Homer.  His  Margiteg  was  a  narrative  in  the 
humourous  and  fatirical  ftrain  ;  but  no  part  of  it  hath  furvived  the  wreck  of  time. 
The  poet  wiShes  to  reprefent  the  Grecian  heroes  of  his  Iliad,  as  acting  from  patri- 
otic and  honourable  motives  •,  and  fome  critics  have  pretended,  upon  principles  of 
juftice,  to  feel  themfelves  cordially  interefted  upon  that  fide  of  the  queftion.  The  par- 
tiality of  Homer  to  his  countrymen,  is  one  of  the  great  blemiShes  of  his  performance, 
and  his  frequent  attempts  to  reprefent  the  Trojan  nation,  as  under  the  diSpleaSure 
of  divine  juftice,  for  defending  the  crime  of  Paris  was  a  fophifm  unworthy  of  his  good 
fenfe  and  difgufting  to  every  candid  reader.  The  brutal  manners  of  the  Grecian 
leaders  prefent  a  decifive  antidote  to  every  fort  of  fympathy  with  their  conjugal  mif- 
fortunes.  For  one  example,  out  of  a  multitude,  the  work  opens  with  relating  an  adt 
of  violence  perpetrated  by  that  indignant  avenger  of  adultery,  Agamemnon,  upon  the 
daughter  of  the  prieft  of  Apollo.  This  was,  in  itfelf,  at  leaft  equally  criminal  with  the 
ambiguous  rape  orfeduclion  of  Helen.  Yet  Homer,  and  Pope,  his  translator,  abfurdly 
deafen  us  with  the  wrongs  of  Greece  and  the  guilt  of  Troy.  Ten  years  were  fpent  in 
preparing  for  this  war.  Ten  years  were  fpent  in  the  courfe  of  it.  A  powerful  king- 
dom was  fubverted.  An  extenfive  continent  was  covered  with  blood  and  afhes.  That 
remnant  of  the  conquerors  who  returned  to  Greece,  met,  for  the  moft  part,  with  a 
hoftile  reception.  Agamemnon  and  Neoptolemus  periShed  by  domeftic  aflassination. 
Idomeneus,  Diomedes,  and  Teucer,  were  driven  as  exiles  from  their  country.  Ulyf- 
fcs  efcaped  back  to  Ithaca,  without  one  Surviving  companion  of  all  his  troops;  and 
he  was  forced  to  cut  his  way  to  his  throne,  through  the  Slaughter  of  his  Subjects. 
With  all  thefe  tragical  fruits  of  vi&ory,  Helen,  the  alledged  objed  of  the  quarrel, 
was  not  recovered  by  the  deftruclion  of  Troy.  Paris,  in  his  flight  from  Sparta,  had 
been  driven,  as  Herodotus  aSTures.  us,  on  the  coaft  of  Egypt.  He  was  deprived  of  his 
miftrefs  by  the  monarch  of  that  country.  Menelaus,  her  husband,  in  his  voyage  back 
from  Troy,  received  her  in  Egypt  where,  before  the  war  began,  he  bad  been  inform- 
ed by  the  'Trojans,  that  Jhe  was  to  be  found.  To  execute  vengeance,  therefore,  on  Priam 
and  his  people,  for  the  wrongs  of  Menelaus,  was  the  moft  extravagant  and  atro- 
cious project  that  can  well  be  conceived.  Homer,  as  the  panegyrift  of  an  abominable 
war,  is  an  author,  upon  the  whole,  unfriendly  to  the  welfare  of  mankind.  He  has  in- 
verted the  horrors  of  military  renown  with  fo  much  falfe  luftre,  that  the  intoxi- 
cation muft  be  dangerous  to  moft  of  his  readers.  For  this  fault,  we  cannot  fo  juftly 
cenfure  the  venerable  and  inimitable  bard  himfelf,  as  the  favage  manners  of  his  age, 
and  the  deteftable  ftory  that  he  chofe  to  adorn,  and  for  the  Selection  of  which,  his 
judgment  has  been  fo  prepofteroufly  praifed.  Many  paSTages  in  his  text  are  yet  ir- 
reSiftibly  pathetic.  The  parting  of  Andromache  with  Hect°r»  tr!e  meeting  of  Ulyf- 
fes  with  Telemachus,  with  Laertes,  and  with  Penelope,  as  well  as  a  few  other  Scenes 
pf  the  fame  nature,  muft  be  perufed  with  extacy  by  every  perfon,  who  has  felt 
the  pleafure  to  love  and  to  be  Joved,  Homer  has  not,  at  leaft  in  his  Iliad  or  Odyf- 
fey,  referred  to  the  exiftence  of  a  certain  vice,  that  is  very  frequently  fpoken  of 
With  indifference  or  approbation  by  the  poets  of  antiquity.  This  uncommon  purity 
of  Sentiment,  which  reflects  fo  much  honour  on  his  memory,  feems  to  have  efcap- 
ed the  notice  of  his  numerous  panegyrifts. 

Pindar  is  confidered  as  the  father  of  lyric  poetry.  Four  books  of  his  odes  have 
•efcaped  from  the  wreck  of  ages.  He  is  faid  to  have  alfo  published  hymns,  elegies, 
epigrams,  and  other  poetical  compositions,  extending  to  Seventeen  diftinct  works  ; 
but  they  are  loft,  as  alfo  has  been  an  account  of  his  life,  written  by  Plutarch.  Lord 
Baconfaid,  that  it  was  the  peculiar  talent  of  Pindar,  to  ftrike  the  minds  pf  men,  as 
it  were,  with  a  divine  fceptre.  The  magnificence  of  his  enthufiafm,  the  moft  happy 
copioufnefs  of  his  thoughts  and  language,  his  peculiar  torrent  of  eloquence,  indue- 


TURKEY  in  EUROPE.  31 

ed  Quintilian  to  rank  him,  as  the  prince  of  lyric  poets.  In  elegy,  the  fame  critic  fays, 
that  Pindar  was  much  inferior  to  Simonides,  of  whom  a  few  pages  remain,  and 
who  was  reputed  by  many  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  as  the  moft  pathetic  writer 
of  all  antiquity.  It  is  impoftible  to  do  Pindar  juftice  by  any  tranflation  ;  but  his 
fuperiority  in  extent  and  grandeur  of  ideas,  even  to  Horace,  glimmers  though  the 
vet  fion  of  Mr.  Weft.  Of  the  other  lyric  poets  of  ancient  Greece,  only  a  few  de- 
tached pieces  or  fragments  have  reached  the  prefent  time.  Among  thefe  are  four  ibort 
addrefl'es  to  Greek  warriors,  afcribed  to  Tyrtceus.  They  juftify  the  ftate  of  Horace 
in  classing  him  with  the  author  of  the  Iliad. 

Theocritus  has  always  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  paftoral  poets.  He  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  fimplicity  of  his  fentiments,  the  fweetnefs  and  harmony  of  his 
numbers,  the  richnefs  of  his  fcenery  and  defcriptions.  His  fhepherds,  in  their  amor- 
ous complaints,  never  wander  beyond  the  ideas  and  images  of  rural  life.  The  high- 
eft  beauties  of  the  Virgilian  eclogues  are  principally  tranflated  from  this  writer.  Se- 
veral of  his  poems  are  not,  however,  of  a  paftoral  nature  ;  but  they  ferve  to  (how, 
that  he  was  capable  of  excellence,  as  a  panegyrift,  a  fatirift,  and  an  epic  poet.  Dry- 
den  has  tranflated  four  of  his  Idylls.  He  has  added  many  thoughts  of  his  own  ; 
and  fometimes,  not  improperly,  has  foftencd  the  accidental  indelicacy  of  the  Greek. 
His  verfions  difplay  a  fweetnefs,  a  majefty,  a  comprehenfive  rapidity  and  a  pi&urefque 
fimplicity  of  expression,  that  never  has  been  excelled  even  by  Dryden  himfelf. 

The  dramatic  writings  of  Greece,  have  commanded  the  inceflant  attention  of  the 
learned.  Mr.  Cumberland*  informs  us,  that  in  the  age  of  Terence,  Rome  poflefled 
two  thoufand  Greek  comedies.  Of  thefe,  there  remains  only  the  fcanty  volume  of 
Ariftophanes.  It  contains  but  eleven  plays  out  of  fifty-four,  which  he  is  reported  to 
have  written.  Ariftophanes  exerted,  and  fometimes  abufed,  very  great  abilities.  He  was 
one  of  the  favourite  writers  of  Plato,  who  recommended  his  plays  to  the  tyrant  Dio- 
nyfius,  as  the  moft  perfect  fpecimen  of  the  genius  of  Athens,  and  the  moft  accurate 
picture  of  the  manners  and  character  of  its  citizens.  Eighteen  years  before  the  death 
of  Socrates,  he  was  expofed  to  ridicule  by  Ariftophanes,  in  his  comedy  of  The  clouds  ; 
and  foon  after,  Melitus,  who  was,  at  a  future  period,  one  of  the  principal  agents  in 
the  execution  of  the  philofopher,  was  burlefqued  by  the  fame  poet.  From  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  two  circumftances,  an  abfurd  clamour  has  been  raifed  againft  the  me- 
mory of  this  writer  as  if  he  had  been  an  agent  hired  by  Melitus,  to  assift  in  a  con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  life  of  Socrates.  Menander  was  the  moft  famous  of  the  comic 
poets  of  Greece.  Quintilian  affirms,  "that  he  eclipfed  every  writer  of  his  clafs,  and, 
by  his  fuperior  fplendor,  caft  them  all  into  the  fhade."  Time  has  fpared  only  a  few 
detached  fragments  of  Menander,  and  of  many  other  of  the  ancient  comic  poets.  Mr. 
Cumberland,  in  his  Obferver,  has  lately  publifhed  translations  of  a  great  part  of  thefe 
fragments ;  and  to  that  work,  the  curious  reader  is  referred  for  a  rich  fund  of 
claflical  information,  that  can  be  no  where  elfe  met  with  in  the  Englifti  language. 
Of  Greek  tragedies,  thirty-three  are  extant,  feven  of  Efchylus,  feven  of  Sophocles, 
and  nineteen  of  Euripides.  Thefe  are  but  a  {lender  portion  of  their  entire  works. 
'  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  of  the  fragments  of  the  minor  Greeks,  though  fome  col- 
lections have  been  made,  yet  a  complete  body  has  not  been  publifhed. 

The  hiftorians  of  Greece  are,  in  general,  regarded  as  the  ftandard  of  literary  ex- 
cellence. Herodotus  has  been  much  blamed,  as  fond  of  fables  ;  but,  in  telling  one 
of  his  wonderful  ftories,  he  frankly  fays,  *■*  The  reader  may  perhaps  believe  this, 
but  for  my  part,  /  cannot."  So  ingenuous  an  acknowledgement  ought  to  foften  the  fe- 
verity  of  criticifm.  It  isfaid,  that  feveral  of  his  accounts  of  remote  countries  which  had 
been  diibelieved  by  the  ancients,  are  attefted,  as  true,  by  modern  travellers.  It  would 
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exceed  our  .limits  to  infert  the  characters  of  the  other  Greek  hiftorians,  now  left  as, 
of  whom  Thucydides,  Xenophon,  Polybius,  Diodorus  Siculus,  Dionyfius  Halicamaf- 
fenfis,  Dion  Cassius,  and  Plutarch,  are  among  the  principal.  Polybius  has  been  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Robertfon,  "  as  the  moft  intelligent  and  well-informed  hiftorian  of  an- 
tiquity." Plutarch  ftill  remains  without  a  rival  in  the  department  of  biographers. 
With  a  variety  of  imperfections,  he  is  yet  more  univerfally  interefting,  than,  perhaps, 
any  other  hiftorian,  either  ancient  or  modern.  Without  attempting,  as  Xenophon, 
Salluft,  and  other  writers  have  fuccessfully  done,  to  draw  an  accurate  defcription  of  his 
principal  characters,  he  places  them,  by  an  inimitable  happinefs  of  arrangement,  in 
every  point  of  view,  that  can  enable  the  reader  to  form  a  judgment  for  himfelf.  Jofe- 
phus  has  advanced  a  curious  and  explicit  charge  againft  the  hiftorians  of  Greece,  for 
want  of  veracity,  He  cites  a  great  number  of  inftances, where  their  mutual  contradictions 
Ere  inexplicable.  We  ftiall  clofe  this  fubject,  by  adverting  to  a  pofition  advanced  and  as- 
certained by  the  learned  and  accurate  Mr.  Gibbon.  It  had  been  ufual  to  blame  the  fa- 
naticifm  of  Omar  for  the  deftruction  of  the  Alexandrian  library.  This  able  and  im- 
partial hiftorian  has  fairly  proved,  that  the  ravages  perpetrated  upon  ancient  manu- 
icripts,  muft,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  afcribed  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  fathers  of  the 
Greek  church.  Centuries  before  the  birth  of  Mahomet,  one  of  the  moft  valuable 
libraries  in  Egypt  had  been  burned  by  a  rabble,  who  called  themfelves  chriftians  •» 
and  if  the  Alexandrian  collection  had  furvived  fo  late  as  the  days  of  Omar,  Mr. 
Gibbon  is  perfuaded  that  it  muft  have  been  much  reduced  from  its  original  fplendor. 

Islands  belonging  to  Turkey  in  Europe,  being  part  of  ancient  Greece. 

NEGROPONT,  the  ancient  Eubcea,  ftretches  from  the  fouth-eaft  to  the 
north-weft,  and  lies  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Achaia.  or  Livadia.  It  is  ninety  miles 
long,  and  twenty-five  broad,  and  contains  about  one  thoufand  three  hundred  fquare 
miles.  Here  the  Turkifh  gallies  lie.  The  tides  on  its  coafts  are  irregular.  The 
ifland  itfelf  is  very  fertile,  producing  corn,  wine,  fruit,  and  cattle  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  all  kinds  of  provifions  are  extremely  cheap.  The  chief  towns  in  the  ifland  are, 
Negropont,  called  by  the  Greeks,  Egripos,  fituated  on  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  the 
ifland,  on  the  narroweft  part  of  the  ftrait ;  and  Caffel  Roflb,  the  ancient  Caraiftus. 

Lemnos,  or  Stalimtne,  lies  in  the  northern  part  of  the  JEgean  fea  or  Archipela- 
go, and  is  almoft  a  fquare  of  twenty-five  miles  in  length  and  breadth.  Though  it  pro- 
duces corn  and  wine,  yet  its  principal  riches  arife  from  its  mineral  earth,  much  ufed 
in  medicine,  fometimes  called  terra  iemna,  or  figillata,  becaufe  it  is  fealed  up  by  the 
Turks,  who  receive  from  it  a  confiderable  revenue. 

Tenedos  is  remarkable  only  for  its  lying  oppofite  to  old  Troy,  and  its  being  men- 
tioned by  Virgil  as  the  place  to  which  the  Greeks  retired,  and  left  the  Trojans  in  ft 
fatal  fecurity.     It  hath  a  town  of  the  fame  name. 

Scyros  is  about  fixty  miles  in  circumference,  and  is  remarkable  chiefly  for  the 
remains  of  antiquity  which  it  contains ;  about  three  hundred  Greek  families  inha- 
bit it. 

Lesbos,  or  Mytelene,  is  about  fixty  miles  long,  and  is  famous  for  the  number  of 
philofophers  and  poets  whom  it  produced. 

Sew,  or  Chios,  lies  about  eighty  miles  weft  of  Smyrna,  and  Is  about  one  hundred 
jniles  in  circumference.     This  ifland  though  rocky  and  mountainous,  produces  ex- 
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cellent  wine,  but  no  corn.  It  is  inhabited  by  one  hundred  thoufand  Greeks,  ten 
thoufand  Turks,  and  above  three  thoufand  Latins.  It  hath  three  hundred  churches, 
befides  chapels  and  monasteries;  and  a  Turkifh  garrifon,  of  one  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred men.  The  inhabitants  have  manufactures  of  filk,  velvet,  gold  and  filver  fluffs. 
The  ifland  likewife  produces  oil  and  filk,  and  the  lentisk-tree,  or  maftic,  from  which 
the  government  draws  its  chief  revenue.  The  women  of  this,  and  almoft  all  the  other 
Greek  iflands,  have  been  celebrated  for  their  beauty,  and  their  perfons  have  been  the 
m  oft  per  fed  models  of  fymmetry  to  painters  and  ftatuaries.  Dr.  Richard  Chand- 
ler fays,  "That  the  beautiful  Greek  girls  are  the  moft  linking  ornaments  ofScio. 
Many  of  thefe  were  fitting  at  the  doors  and  windows,  twilling  cotton  or  filk,  or  em- 
ployed in  fpinning,  and  needle  work,  and  accofted  us  with  familiarity,  bidding  us 
welcome,  as  we  palled.  The  ftreets,  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  are  filled  with  them 
in  groups.  They  wear  fhort  petticoits,  reaching  only  to  their  knees,  with  white  filk 
or  cotton  hofe.  Their  head  drefs,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  iiland,  is  a  kind  of  turban, 
the  linen  fo  white  and  thin,  it  feemed  fnow.  Their  flippers  are  chiefly  yellow,  with  a 
knot  of  red  fringe  at  the  heel.  Some  wore  them  faftened  with  a  thong.  Their  gar- 
ments were  of  filk,  of  various  colours  ;  and  their  whole  appearance  fo  fantaftic  and 
lively,  as  to  afford  us  much  entertainment.  The  Turks  inhabit  a  feparate  quarter, 
and  their  women  are  concealed."  Among  the  poets  and  hiftorians,  faid  to  be  born 
here,  the  inhabitants  reckon  Homer,  and  fhow  a  little  fquare  houfe,  which  they  call 
Homer's  fchool. 

Samos  lies  oppofite  to  Ephefus,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Lefler  Afia,  about  feven  miles 
from  the  continent.  It  is  thirty  miles  long,  and  fifteen  broad.  This  ifland  gave  birth 
to  Pythagoras,  and  is  inhabited  by  Greek  chriftians,  who  are  well  treated  by  the 
Turks,  their  mafters.  The  mufcadine  Samian  wine  is  in  highrequeft  ;  and  the  ifland 
produces  wool,  which  they  fell  to  the  French  ;  alfo  oil,  pomegranates,  and  filk.  This 
ifland  is  pretended  to  have  been  the  native  country  of  Juno  •,  and  fome  travellers 
think  that  the  ruins  of  her  temple,  and  of  the  ancient  city  of  Samos,  are  the  fineft 
remains  of  antiquity  in  the  Levant. 

To  the  fouth  of  Samos  lies  Patmos,  about  twenty  miles  in  circumference,  but  fo 
barren  and  dreary,  that  it  may  be  called  a  rock,  rather  than  an  ifland.  It  has,  how- 
ever, a  convenient  haven  ;  and  the  few  Greek  monks,  who  are  upon  the  ifland,  fhow 
a  cave  where  St.  John  is  pretended  to  have  written  the  Apocalypfe. 

The  Cyclades  iflands  lie  like  a  circle  round  Delos,  the  chief  of  them,  which  is 
fouth  of  the  iflands  Mycone  and  Tirfe,  and  almoft  midway  between  the  continents  of 
Afia  and  Europe.  Though  Delos  is  not  above  fix  miles  in  circumference,  it  is  one  of 
the  moft  celebrated  of  all  the  Grecian  iflands,  as  being  the  birth-place  of  Apollo  and 
Diana,  the  magnificent  ruins  of  whofe,  temples  are  ftill  vifible.  This  ifland  is  almoft 
deftitute  of  inhabitants. 

Paros  lies  between  the  iflands  of  Luxia  and  Melos.  Like  all  the  other  Greek 
iflands,  it  contains  moft  ftriking  and  magnificent  ruins,  of  antiquity ;  but  is  chiefly 
renowned  for  the  beauty  and  whitenefs  of  its  marble. 

Cerico,  or  Cythera,  lies  fouth-eaft  of  the  Morea,  and  is  about  fifty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, but  rocky  and  mountainous,  and  chiefly  remarkable  in  the  fables  of 
antiquity  for  being  the  favourite  refidence  of  Venus. 

Santorin  is  one  of  the  moft  fouthern  iflands  in  the  Archipelago,  and  was  former- 
Vol.  II.  K 
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ly  called  CaHfta,  and  afterwards  Thera.  Though  feemingly  covered  with  pumice- 
ftones,  yet,  thro'  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  about  ten  thoufand,  it  pro- 
duces barley  and  wine,  with  fome  wheat.  One  third  of  the  people  are  of  the  Latin 
church  and  fubjeftto  a  catholic  bifhop.  Near  this  ifland  another  of  the  fame  name, 
arofe  in  1707,  from  the  bottom  of  the  fea.  At  the  time  of  its  rifing,  there  was  an 
earthquake,  attended  with  mod  dreadful  lightnings  and  thunder,  and  boilings  of  the 
fea  for  feveral  days,  fo  that  when  it  rofe  out  of  the  fea,  it  was  a  mere  volcano  ; 
but  the  burning  foon  ceifed.  It  is  about  two  hundred  feet  above  the  fea  •,  and 
when  it  firft  emerged,  was  about  a  mile  broad,  and  five  miles  in  circumference,  but 
it  has  fince  increased.  Several  other  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  appear  to  have  had 
the  like  origin,  although  the  fea  in  their  neighbourhood  is  fo  deep  as  not  to  be 
fathomed. 

The  famous  ifland  of  Rhodes,  is  fituated  in  the  twenty-eighth  degree  of  eaft  lon- 
gitude, and  thirty- fix  degrees  twenty 'minutes  north  latitude,  about  twenty  miles 
fouth- weft  of  the  continent  of  LefTer  Afn,  being  about  fixty  miles  long,  and  twenty- 
five  broad.  This  ifland  is  healthful  and  pleafant,  abounds  in  wine,  and  many  of  the 
neceffaries  of  life  •,  but  the  inhabitants  import  their  corn  from  the  neighbouring 
country.  The  chief  town  of  the  fame  name,  (lands  on  the  fide  of  a  hill  fronting  the 
fea  and  is  three  miles  in  circumference,  interfperfed  with  gardens,  minarets,  church- 
es, and  towers.  The  harbour  is  the  grand  fignior's  principal  arfenal  for  (hipping,  and 
the  place  is  efteemed  among  the  ftrongeft  fortreffes  belonging  to  the  Turks.  The  co- 
lotTus  of  brafs,  which  anciently  ftood  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  was  fifty  fathoms 
wide,  and  defervedly  accounted  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  One  foot  being  plac- 
ed on  each  fide  of  the  harbour,  (hips  paffed  between  its  legs  ;  and  it  held  in  one  hand 
a  light-houfe  for  the  direction  of  mariners.  The  face  of  the  coloflus  reprefented  the  fun, 
to  whom  this  image  was  dedicated  •,  and  its  height  was  about  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  feet.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were  formerly  mafters  of  the  fea  •,  and 
the  Rhodian  law  was  the  directory  of  the  Romans  in  maritime  affairs.  The  knights 
of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  after  lofing  Paleftine,  took  this  ifland  from  the  Turks,  inj 
1308,  but  loft  it  to  them  in  1522,  after  a  brave  defence,  and  afterwards  retired  to 
Malta, 

Candia,  the  ancient  Crete,  lies  between  thirty-five  and  thirty-fix  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  being  two  hundred  miles  long,  and  fifty  broad,  almoft  equally  diftant  from 
Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa,  and  contains  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  twenty  fquare 
miles*.  The  famous  Mount  Ida  ftands  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  and  is  no  better 
than  a  barren  rock.  Lethe,  the  river  of  oblivion  is  a  torpid  ftream.  Some  of  the  val- 
lies  of  this  ifland,  produce  wine,  fruits,  and  corn  •,  all  of  them  remarkaby  excellent 
in  their  kinds.  The  fiege  of  Candia,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  in  modern  times,  was 
far  more  wonderful  and  bloody  than  that  of  Troy.  The  Turks  inverted  it  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1645,  and  its  Venetian  garrifon,  after  bravely  defending  itfelf  a- 
gainft  fifty-fix  ftorms,  till  the  latter  end  of  September  1669,  made,  at  laft,  an  honour- 
able capitulation.  The  fiege  is  faid  to  have  coft  the  Turks,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  men,    and  the  Venetians  eighty  thoufand. 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that,  if  its  given  dimensions  miles  in  England,  is  very  inaccuratelv  known  to  the  Geo- 

pf  length  and  breadth,  were  exaifl,  Candia  must  contain  grapheis  of  that  country.  There  are  some  curious  paiticii- 

twelve  thousand  square   miles,  in  place  of  the  number  as-  lars,  on  this  topic,  in  Mr.  Arthur  Young's  late  tour  in  France, 

signed  in  the  text.    The  science  of   Geography  is   in  no-  Vol.  II.     It  only  remains  for  the  editor  of  a  work    of  this 

thing  more  defeflive,  than  in  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the  nature  to  state  the  common  estimates,  and  leave  the  pub- 

yapous  regions  of  the  earth.   Even  the    number  of  square  he  to  draw  their  own  conclusions. 
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Mr.  Savary  fays,  that  Crete  contains,  at  prefent,  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants  •,  of  thefe  two  hundred  thoufand  are  Turks,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  Greeks,  and  two  hundred  Jews.  The  Greeks  are  opprefl'ed  by  every  fpecies  of 
bad  government,  if  a  regular  fyftem  of  robbery  can  deferve  the  name  of  government. 

Cyprus  lies  in  the  Levant  fea,  about  thirty  miles  diltant  from  the  coaft  of  Syria 
and  Paleftine.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long,  and  feventy  broad,  and  almoft 
at  an  equal  diftance  from  Europe  and  Africa.  It  was  formerly  famous  for  the  wor- 
fhip  of  Venus,  the  Cvprian  goddefs  ;  anl,  during  the  time  of  the  Crufades,  was  :i 
rich,  flourifhing  kingdom,  inhabited  by  chriftians.  Its  wine,  efpecially  that  which 
grows  at  the  bottom  of  the  celebrated  Mount  Olympus,  is  the  moft  palatable  and  the 
richeft  of  any  that  grows  in  the  Greek  iflands.  Ticofia  is  the  capital,  in  the  midft  of 
the  country,  and  the  fee  of  a  Greek  archbiihop  ;  indeed,  the  moft  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  iflands  are  Greeks.  Famaguda,  its  ancient  capital,  has  a  good  harbour 
and  the  natural  produce  of  the  ifland  is  fo  rich,  that  many  European  nations  find 
their  account  in  keeping  confuls  refiding  upon  it-,  but  the  oppreffions  of  the  Turks 
have  depopulated  and  impoveriflied  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  revenue  which  they 
get  from  it,  does  not  exceed  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year.  The 
ifland  produces  great  quantities  of  grapes,  from  which  excellent  wine  is  made,  and 
alfo  cotton  of  a  very  fine  quality  is  here  cultivated,  and  oil,  filk,  and  turpentine.  Pa- 
phos  is  one  of  the  divifions  of  the  ifland.  Richard  I.  king  of  England,  fubdued  Cy- 
prus ;  and  its  royal  title  was  transferred  to  Guy  Lufignan,  king  of  Jerufalem,  from 
whence  it  pafled  to  the  Venetians,  who  ftill  hold  that  empty  honour. 

The  Ionian  fea  contains  Sapienza,  Stivali,  Zante,  Cephalonia,  Santamaura, 
Corfu,  Fannu,  and  other  iflands  of  fmaller  note.  One  of  thefe  is  Isola  del  Com- 
pare, the  ancient  Ithaca,  the  birth  place  and. kingdom  of  UlyfTes.  Thefe  iflands,  in 
general,  are  fruitful  •,  they  belong  to  the  Venetians. 

Zante  has  a  populous  capital  of  the  fame  name,  and  is  a  place  of  considerable  trade, 
efpecially  in  currants*,  grapes  and  wine.  The  citadel  is  erected  on  the  top  of  a  large 
hill,  ftrong  by  nature,  but  now  little  better  than  a  heap  of  ruins.  Here  is  a  garrifon 
of  five  hundred  men,  but  their  chief  dependence  is  on  their  fleet  and  the  ifland  of 
Corfu.  The  inhabitants  of  Zante  are  about  thirty  thoufand,  moftly  Greeks,  and  friend- 
ly to  ftrangers.  Corfu,  which  is  the  capital  of  that  ifland,  and  the  refidence  of  the 
governor-general  over  all  the  other  iflands,  is  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  and  in  cir- 
cumference about  four  miles.  The  Venetians  are  faid  to  concern  themfelves  very  lit- 
tle about  the  welfare  or  government  of  thefe  iflands,  fo  that  the  inhabitants,  who 
are  generally  Greeks,  bear  a  very  different  character.  The  number  at  Corfu  is  efti- 
mated  at  fifty  thoufand,  and  their  manners  more  fevere  than  at  Zante. 


ASIA. 

ASIA  is  reported  by  geographers  to  contain  ten  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
.  feven  thoufand,   four  hundred  and  eighty-feven  fquare  miles-f-.   It  is  thus  the  larg- 
cftof  the  four  quarters  of  the  giobe  j    and,  independent  of  the  light  derived  from 

*  So  called  froma  corruptioa  of  Corinth,  from  whence  the  vine  was  originally  imported, 
t  See  Vo).  I.  p.  36. 
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divine  revelation,  there  is  fome  reafon  to  conjecture,  that  it  was  the  firft  region  of 
the  world  inhabited  by  man.  The  provinces  of  the  vaft  empires  of  China,  and  In- 
doftan,  appear  to  have  been  populous  and  powerful  communities,  at  a  very  early 
period,  and  when  the  inhabitants  of  a  great  part  of  Europe  were  naked  favages, 
diftinguifhed  from  the  quadrupeds  of  the  foreft  by  no  mark  of  human  nature,  but  its 
external  form.  Ancient  hiftorians  concur  in  attefting,  that,  to  Afia  the  Europeans 
were  indebted  for  many  of  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  The  whole  of  this  great  continent 
lies  to  the  north  of  the  equator,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  it  approaches  to  the  north 
pole.  On  the  northeaft,  it  advances  to  meet  the  northweft  coaft  of  North-America. 
The  two  continents  are  feparated  by  an  arm  of  the  fea,  of  about  the  fame  breadth  as 
that,  which,  at  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  divides  Europe  from  Africa.  A  great  part 
of  the  fouthern  divifion  of  Afia  is  remarkable  for  its  fertility. .  The  inhabitants,  alfo, 
have  long  been  diftinguifhed  by  an  effeminacy  of  manners.  But  the  Tartars,  who  live 
in  the  more  northern  latitudes,  are  brave,  hardy,  and  ferocious.  The  Chinefe, 
Mogul  Indians,  and  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  more  fouthern  regions,  are  noted 
for  ingenuity  in  various  kinds  of  workmanfhip,  which  our  moft  fkilful  mechanics  can- 
not always  imitate. 

This  vaft  extent  of  territory  was  fucceffively  governed  by  the  Aflyrians,  the  Medes, 
the  Perfians,  and  the  Greeks;  but  the  immenfe  regions  of  India  and  China,  were 
fcarcely  known  to  Alexander,  or  the  conquerors  of  the  ancient  world.  Upon  the  de- 
cline of  thofe  empires,  great  part  of  Afia  fubmitted  to  the  Roman-,  and  afterwards, 
in  the  middle  ages,  the  fucceflors  of  Mahomet,  or,  as  they  are  ufually  called,  the 
Saracens,  founded  in  Afia,  in  Africa,  and  in  Europe,  a  more  extenfive  empire  than 
that  of  Cyrus,  of  Alexander,  or  even  of  Rome.  The  Saracen  greatnefs  ended  on  the 
death  of  Tamerlane;  and  the  Turks,  conquerors  on  every  fide,  took  pofiefficn  cf 
the  middle  regions  of  Afia,  which  they  ftill  ravage  rather  than  enjoy.  Befides  the 
countries  poflefled  by  the  Turks  and  Ruffians,  Afia  contains  at  prefent  three  large 
empires,  the  Chinefe,  the  Mogul,  and  the  Perfian.  The  prevailing  form  of  govern- 
ment in  this  divifion  of  the  globe,  is  abfolute  monarchy.  If  any  of  them  can  be  faid 
to  enjoy  a  fhare  of  liberty,  it  is  the  wandering  tribes  of  Tartars  and  Arabs.  Tur- 
key, Arabia,  Perfia,  part  of  Tartary,  and  part  of  India,  profefs  Mahometanifm. 
The  Perfian  and  Indian  Mahometans  are  of  the  feci:  of  Hali,  and  the  Turks,  of  that 
of  Omar  ;  but  both  own  Mahomet  for  their  law-giver,  and  the  koran  for  their  rule 
of  faith  and  life.  In  the  other  parts  of  Tartary,  India,  China,  Japan,  and  the  Afiatic 
iflands,  the  natives  are  generally  heathens  and  idolaters.  Jews  are  to  be  found  every 
where  in  Afia. 

The  principal  languages  fpoken  in  this  continent  are,  the  modern  Greek,  the  Turk- 
ish, the  Ruffian,  the  Tartarian,  the  Perfian,  the  Arabic,  the  Malayan,  the  Chinefe, 
and  the  Japanefe.  The  European  languages  are  alfo  fpoken  upon  the  coafts  of  India 
and  China. 

The  continent  of  Afia  is  fituated  between  twenty-five  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
degrees  of  eaft  longitude.  From  the  peninfula  of  Malacca,  which  lies  neareft  to  the 
equator,  it  ftrerches  between  ten  and  eighty  degrees  of  north  latitude.  It  is  about 
four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  length,  from  the  Dardanelles  on  the 
weft,  to  the  eaftern  fhore  of  Tartary  ;  and  about  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  in  breadth,  from  the  moft  fouthern  part  of  Malacca,  to  the  moft  nor- 
thern cape  of  Nova  Zembla.  It  is  bounded  by  the  Frozen  Ocean  on  the  north  ;  on 
the  weft  it  is  feparated  from  Africa  by  the  Red  Sea,  and  from  Europe  by  the  Levant 
or  Mediterranean,  the  Archipelago,  the  Hellefpont,  the  fea  of  Marmora,  the  Bofpho- 
rus,  the  Black  Sea,  the  river  Don,  and  a  line  drawn  from  it  to  the  river  Tobol,  and 
from  thence  to  the  river  Oby,  which  falls  into  the  Frozen  Ocean.  On  the  Eaft,  it  is 
bounded  by  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  South- Sea,  which  feparates  it  from  America:  and 
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on  the  South  by  the  Indian  Ocean  •,  fo  that  it  is   almoft  furrounded  by  the  fea.     The 
principal  regions  which  divide  this  country,  are  as  follow  : 
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*  This  passage  is  l'nserled  exaflly  from  the  last  London  edition.    It  is  there  said  t 

lat  the  territories  of  each  of  the 

powers  possessing  Tartary,    are  unlimited ;   and  immediately  after,    the  dimensions 

of 

their  respective  teiritories  are 

minutely  stated.    The  reader  will  see  the  futility  of  such  calculations,  which  are  suffered  to  remain 

,  only  because  we 

know  not  where  to  find  any  better. 

t  Georgia  hath  lately  claimed  independence,   and  put  itself  under  the  protection  of  Russia. 

(  3§  ) 
TURKEY  in  ASIA. 

Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Degrees;  Sq.  Miles; 

Length  ioocn      ,  r  27  and  4b  eaft  longitude.  *i  „     . 

Greateft  Breadth    800/     Detween     \  28  and  45  north  latitude.  |      52°>»20 
E  -,   T)OUNDED  by  the  Black  Sea  and  Circaflia,  on  the  north  ;  by  Per. 

'*  X3^a'  on  ^e  ea^  »  by  Arabia  and  the  Levant  Sea,  on  the  fouth;  and 
by  the  Archipelago,  the  Hellefpont,  and  Propontis,  which  feparate  it  from  Europe* 
on  the  weft. 

DIVISIONS.  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

1.  Eyraca  Arabic  or  Chaldea  Baflbra  and  Bagdad. 

2.  Diarbec  or  Mefopotamia  Diarbec,  Orfa.and   Mouful. 

3.  Curdifian  or  AfTyria  Nineveh  and  Bertis. 

4.  Turcomania  or  Armenia  Erzerum  and  Van. 
,5.   Georgia,  including  Mingrelia   and 

Imaretta,  and  part  or  Circaffia  Teflis,  Amarchia,  and  Gonie. 

6.  Natolia  Proper  Burfa,  Niei,  Smyrna  and  Ephefus. 

7.  Amafia  Amafia,  Trapefond,  and  Sinope. 

8.  Aladulia.  Ajazzo  and  Marat. 

9.  Caramania  Satalia  and  Teraflb. 

10.  Syria,  with  Palefline  Aleppo,  Antiocb,    Damafcus,  Tyre,    Sidon 

Tripoli,  Scanderoon,    and  Jerufalem. 

Mountains.]  The  mod  remarkable  are,  Olympus  ;  Taurus  and  Anti-taurus ;  Cau- 
xafus  and  Ararat  •,  Lebanon  •,  and  Herman. 

Rivers  ]  Some  of  the  principal  are  the  Euphrates  ;  Tigris  ;  Orontes  ;  Meander  ; 
Sarahat  •,  Kara  -,and  Jordan. 

Air  and  climate.]  Thefeare  delightful.  Yet  Turkey,  both  in  Europe  and  Afia, 
is  often  vifited  by  the  plague  •,  a  fcourge  of  mankind,  that  is  here  doubly  deftructive, 
from  the  native  indolence  of  the  Turks,  and  their  fuperftitious'  belief  in  that  kind  of 
predeftination  which  prevents  them  from  ufing  the  proper  precautions  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft    this    calamity. 

Soil  and  produce.]  This  country  contains  the  moft  fertile  provinces  of  Afia, 
and  notwithstanding  the  indolence  of  its  owners,  produces  all  the  luxuries  of  life  in 
theutmoft  abundance.  Raw  filk,  corn,  wine,  oil,  honey,  fruit  of  every  fpecies,  coffee, 
myrrh,  frankincenfe,  and  odoriferous  plants  and  drugs,  are  natives  here  almoft  with- 
out culture.  Agriculture  is  pradlifed  chiefly  by  Greek  and  Armenian  chriftians.  The 
olives,  citrons,  lemons,  oranges,  figs,  and  dates,  produced  in  thefe  provinces,  are 
highly  delicious,  and  in  the  utmoft  plenty.  Their  afparagus  is  often  as  large  asaman's 
leg,  and  their  grapes  far  exceed  thofe  of  moft  other  countries  in  fize.  In  ihort,  nature 
has  brought  all  her  productions  here  to  the  higheft  perfection. 

Animal  productions  by  }  The  Turkifh  and  Arabian  horfes,  the  latter  efpeci- 
sea  and  land.  5  a"y>  are  valuable  beyond  any  in  the  world,  and  have  con- 

fiderably  improved  thofe  of  the  Englifh.  We  know  of  no  quadrupeds  that  are  merely 
peculiar  to  thefe  countries  ;  but  they  contain  all  that  are  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  man- 
kind. Camels  are  here  in  much  requeft,  fiom  their  ftrength,  their  agility  and  above  all, 
their  moderation  in  eating  and  drinking,  which  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
known  animal.  The  manufacture,  known  by  the  name  of  camlets,  was  originally 
made  by  a  mixture  of  camels'   hair  and  filk,  though  it  is  now  often  made  with  wool 
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and  filk.  Their  kids  and  fheep  are  exquifite  eating,  and  are  faid  to  furpafs,  in  flavour 
andtafte,  thofe  of  Europe  ;  but  their  butchers'  meat  in  genera!,  and  beef  in  particular, 
is  not  fo  good. 

As  to  birds,  they  have  wild  fowl  in  perfection  :  their  oftriches  are  well  known, 
by  their  tallnefs,  fwiftnefs  in  running,  and  ftupidity.  The  Roman  epicures  priz- 
ed no  Mi,  except  lampreys,  mullets,  and  oyfters,  but  thofe  that  were  found  in 
Afia. 

Metals  and  minerals.]  This  country  contains  all  the  metals  that  are  to  be 
found  in  the  richeft  kingdoms  and  provinces  in  Europe  ;  and  its  medicinal  fprings 
and  baths  exceed  thofe  of  any  in  the  known  world. 


Of  the  TURKS  in  EUROPE  and  ASIA. 

Population,  inhabitants,  man-")  *TTSHE  population  of  this  great  country,  is 
ners,  customs,  and  diversions.  J  ^  by  no  means,  equal  either  to  its  extent 
or  fertility,  nor  have  the  beft  geographers  been  able  to  afcertain  it,  becaufe  of  the 
uncertainty  of  its  limits.  It  certainly  is  not  fo  great  as  it  was  before  the  chriftian 
era,  or  even  under  the  Roman  emperors  ;  owing  to  various  caufes,  and,  above  all,  to 
the  tyranny  under  which  the  natives  live,  and  their  polygamy,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly an  enemy  to  population,  as  may  be  evinced  from  many  reafons,  and  particular- 
ly becaufe  the  Greeks  and  Armenians,  among  whom  it  is  not  practifed,  are  more 
prolific  than  the  Turks,  notwithftanding  the  rigid  fubjeclion  in  which  they  are  held 
by  the  latter.  The  plague  is  another  caufe  of  depopulation.  Yet,  after  all,  the  fub- 
jects  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  are  computed  at  forty  nine  millions. 

The  inhabitants  are  well  made  and  robuff .  When  young,  their  complexions  are 
fair,  their  faces  handfome ;  their  hair  and  eyes  are  black  or  dark  brown.  The 
women,  when  young,  are  fometimes  handfome,  but  they  generally  look  old  at  thir- 
ty. In  their  demeanor,  the  Turks  are  rather  grave,  fedate,  and  paflive  ;  in  matters 
of  religion,  tenacious,  fuperftitious,  and  morofe.  Though  the  generality  feem  hardly 
capable  of  much  benevolence,  or  even  humanity,  with  regard  to  Jews,  Chriftians,  or 
any  who  differ  from  them  in  religious  matters,  yet  they  are  far  from  being  devoid 
of  focia!  affections  for  thofe  of  their  own  religion.  The  morals  of  the  Afiatic  Turks  are 
preferable  to  thofe  of  the  European.  They  are  hofpitable  to  Grangers;  and  the  vices 
of  avarice  and  inhumanity  reign  chiefly  among  their  great  men.  They  are  likewife 
faid  to  be  charitable  to  one  another,  and  punctual  in.  their  dealings.  Their  charity 
and  public  fpirit  are  mod  confpicuous  in  their  building  caravanferas,  or  places  of 
entertainment,  on  roads  that  are  deftitute  of  accommodations,  for  the  refrefhment 
of  poor  pilgrims  or  travellers.  Wirh  the  fame  laudable  view,  they  fearch  out  the  beft 
fprings  and  dig  wells,  which,  in  thofe  countries,  are  a  luxury  to  wearied  travellers.  The 
Turks  fit  crofs-legged  upon  mats,  not  only  at  their  meals  but  in  company.  Their 
ideas  are  fimple  and  confined,  feldom  reaching  without  the  walls  of  their  own  houfesj 
within  which  they  fit  converfing  with  their  women,  drinking  coffee,  fmoking  to-, 
bacco,  or  chewing  opium.  They  have  little  curiofity  to  be  informed  of  the  ftate 
of  their  own  or  any  other  country.  They  have  few  or  no  printed  books,  and  feldom 
read  any  other  than  the  Koran,  and  the  comments  upon  it.  Nothing  is  negociated  in 
Turkey  without  prefents  ;  and  herejuftice  may  commonly  be  bought  and  fold. 

The  Turks  dine  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  They  fup  at  five  in  the 
winter,  and  fix  in  the  fnmmer,  and  fupper  is  their  principal  meal.  Among  the  great 
people,their  difhes  are  ferved  up  one  by  one  •,  but  they  have  neither  knife  nor  fork, 
and  they  are  not  permitted,  by  their  religion,  to  ufe  gold  or  filver  fpoons.  Their 
victuals  are  always  high-feafoned,  Rice  is  the    common  food  of  the  lower  fort,  and 
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fometimes  it  js  boiled  up  with  gravy  ;  but  their  chief  difh  is  pilau,  which  is  mutton 
and  fowl  boiled  to  rags,  and  the  rice  being  boiled  quite  dry,  the  fo up  is  highly  fea- 
foned  and  poured  upon  it.  They  drink  water,  fherbetand  coffee  •,  and  the  chief  de- 
bauch they  know  is  in  opium,  which  gives  them  fenfations  refembling  thofe  of  in- 
toxication. Guefts  of  high  rank  fometimes  have  their  beards  perfumed  by  a  female 
flave  of  the  family.  They  are  in  general  temperate  and  fober,  from  a  principle  of 
their  religion,  which  forbids  them  the  ufe  of  wine  •,  though,  in  private,  many  of 
them  indulge  themfelves  in  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors.  Their  common  falutation  is 
by  an  inclination  of  the  head,  and  laying  their  right  hand  on  their  breaft.  They  fleep 
in  linen  waiftcoats  and  drawers,  upon  matrafles,  and  cover  themfelves  with  a  quilt. 
Few  of  them  walk  or  ride  either  for  health  or  diversion.  Thofe  who  are  religious, 
find  however,  fufficient  exercife  when  they  conform  to  the  frequent  ablutions,  pray- 
ers, and  rites  prefcribed  to  them  by  Mahomet. 

Their  active  diverfions  confift  in  mooting  at  a  mark,  or  tilting  at  it  with  darts,  in 
which  they  are  very  expert.  Some  of  their  great  men  are  fond  of  hunting,  and 
take  the  field  with  numerous  equipages,  which  are  joined  by  their  inferiors  •,  but 
this  is  often  done  for  political  purpofes,  that  they  may  know  the  ftrength  of  their 
dependents.  Within  doors,  the  chefs  or  draught-board  are  the  ufual  amufements, 
and  if  they  play  at  chance  games,  they  feldom  or  never  bet  money,  that  being  prohi- 
bited by  the  koran. 

Dress.]  The  men  fliave  their  heads,  leaving  a  lock  on  the  crown,  and  wear  their 
beards  long.  They  cover  their  heads  with  a  turban,  which  they  never  put  off  but 
when  they  fleep.  Their  fhirts  are  without  collar  or  wriftband  ;  over  them  they  throw 
a  long  veft,  tied  with  a  fafh,  and  over  the  veft  they  wear  a  loofe  gown  fomewhat 
fhorter.  Their  breeches,  or  drawers,  are  of  the  fame  piece  with  their  {lockings  ;  and 
inftead  of  fhoes,  they  wear  flippers,  which  they  lay  afide  when  they  enter  a  temple  or 
houfe.  They  fuffer  no  chriftians,  or  other  people,  to  wear  white  turbans.  The  drefs 
of  the  women  differ  little  from  that  of  the  men,  only  they  wear  ftiffened  caps  upon 
their  heads  with  horns  fomething  like  a  mitre,  and  wear  their  hair  down.  When  they 
appear  abroad,  they  are  fo  muffled  up,  as  hardly  to  be  known  even  by  their  neareft  re- 
lations. They  often  tinge  their  hands  and  feat  with  henna,  which  gives  them  a  deep 
yellow.     The  men  make  ufe  of  the  fame  expedient  to  colour   their  beards. 

Marriages.]  Marriages  in  this  country  are  chiefly  negociated  by  the  ladies. 
When  the  terms  are  agreed  upon,  the  bridegroom  pays  down  a  fum  of  money,  a 
licence  is  taken  out  from  the  cadi,  or  proper  magiftrate,  and  the  parties  are  mar- 
ried. The  bargain  is  celebrated,  as  in  other  nations,  with  mirth  and  jollity; 
and  the  money  is  generally  employed  in  furnifhing  the  houfe  of  the  young  couple. 
They  are  not  allowed  by  their  law  more  than  four  wives ;  but  they  may  have  as 
many  concubines  as  they  can  maintain.  Accordingly,  befides  their  wives,  the  wealthy 
Turks  keep  a  number  of  women,  in  their  feraglios. 

Funerals.]  The  burials  of  the  Turks  are  decent.  The  corpse  is  attended  by  the 
relations,  chanting  pafTages  from  the  koran  •,  and  after  being  depofited  in  a  mofque, 
they  are  buried  in  a  field  by  the  iman  or  prieft,  who  pronounces  a  funeral  fermon,  at 
the  time  of  interment.  The  male  relations  exprefs  their  forrow  by  alms  and  prayers  , 
the  women  by  decking  the  tomb  on  certain  days  with  flowers  and  green  leaves;  and 
in  mourning  for  a  hufband,  they  wear  a  particular  head-drefs,  and  renounce  all  finery 
for  twelve  months. 

Religion.]  The  eftablifhed  religion  is  the  Mahometan,  fo  called  from  Mahomet, 
the  author  of  it  •,  fome  account  of  whom  the  reader  will  find  in  the  following  hiftory 
of  Arabia,  his  native  country.  The  Turks  profefs  to  be  of  the  fed  of  Omar  •,  but 
thefe  are  divided  into  nearly  as  many  fectaries  as  their  neighbours  the  chriftians. 
There  is  no  ordination  among  the  clergy.    Any  perfon  may  be  a  prieft  that  pleafes 
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to  take  the  habit,  and  perform  the  fun&ions  of  his  order,  and  may  lay  down  his 
office  when  he  pleafes.      The  chief  prieft,  or  mufti,  enjoys  great  power  in  the  ftate. 

Fxclesiastical  institutions^  The  Tu.rk.ifh  government  drawing  part  of  its 

of  christians.  j  finances  from  thefe  eftablifhments,  they  are  tolera- 

ted •,  but  the  hardftiips  impofed  upon  the  Greek  church  are  fuch,  as  mud:  always  dif- 
pofe  that  people  to  favour  any  revolution  of  government.  Conftantinople,  Terufaiem, 
Alexandria,  and  Antioch,  are  patriarchates  ;  and  their  heads  are  indulged,  when  they 
pay  for  their  privileges,  with  a  civil  as  well  as  an  eclefiaftical  authority  over  their  vota- 
ries. The  lame  may  be  faid  of  the  Neftorian  and  Armenian  patriarchs-,  and  every 
great  city  that  can  pay  for  the  privilege,  has  its  archbifhops  or  bifhop.  All  male  chris- 
tians pay  a'.fo  a  capitation  tax,  from  feventeen  years  old  to  lixty,  according  to  their 
(rations. 

Language.]  The  radical  languages  of  this  empire  are  the  Sclavonian,  which  feems 
to  have  been  the  mother-tongue  of  the  ancient  Turks  ;  the  greek  modernized,  but 
ftill  bearing  a  relation  to  the  old  language  •,  the  Arabic  and  the  Syriac,  a  dialect  of 
which  is  ftill  fpoken.   A  fpecimen  of  the  modern  Greek  follows,  in  their  paternofter. 

Pater  hemas,  opios  ijo  ees  tos  ouranous :  hagiafihito  to  onoma  foil :  na  erli  he  bafiliafeu  : 
to  tbelemafou  na  genetez  itzon  en  te  ge,  os  is  ton  our  anon:  to  ptfotni  kemas  doze  hemas 
femoren  :  kaefi  chorafe  hemos  ta  crim&ta  hemon  itzone,  kae  hemas  fichorafomen  ekinous 
opou  :  mas  adikcunkae  men  t ernes  bemais is  to  pirafmo,  alia  fefon  kemas  apo  to  kaxo.  Amen. 

A  Turk,  like  an  ancient  Roman,  or  a  modern  German,  ufes,  in  converfation,  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  tranfpofition.  Since  the  taking  of  Conftantinople,  as  Dr.  Adam 
Smith  informs  us,  the  words  of  the  Greek  language  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  fame 
as  formerly.  But  the  grammar  is  entirely  loft.  Prepofitions  have  come  in  place  of  the 
old  declenfions. 

Learning  and  learned  men.  ]  The  Turks  profefs  a  contempt  for  our  learning. 
Greece,  which  was  the  native  country  of  genius,  arts,  and  fciences,  produces  at  pre- 
fent,  befides  Turks,  numerous  bands  of  chriftian  bifhops,  priefts,  and  monks,  who 
in  general,  are  as  ignorant  as  the  Turks  themfelves,  and  are  divided  into  various 
feels.  The  education  of  the  Turks  feldom  extends  farther  than  to  reading  the  Turki/h 
language  and  the  koran,  and  writing  a  common  letter.  Some  of  them  underftand 
aftronomy  fo  far  as  to  calculate  the  time  of  an  eclipfe  ;  but  thefe  are  few,  and  regard- 
ed as  extraordinary  perfons. 

Of  the  literature  of  modern  Turkey,  a  curious  fpecimen  was,  in  the  year  1769, 
printed  at  Vienna.  The  book  is  a  French  translation,  and  is  entitled  "  A  treatife 
upon  tatties,  or  an  artificial  method  for  the  difcipline  of  troops  ;  a  work  print- 
ed and  publifhed  at  Conftantinople  by  Ibrahim  Effendi,  officer  Mutteferrika  of 
the  Ottoman  Porte."  The  original  edition  appeared  in  1730  ,  and  was  intended  as 
an  experiment  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Turkifh  prefs.  The  Turks  are  faid,  upon  a 
fuperficial  comparifon,  to  have  preferred  the  ufe  of  manufcripts  •,  and  the  defign  was 
laid  afide  from  want  of  fuitable  encouragement.  In  chriftendom,  the  art  of  printing 
at  firft  met  with  violent  oppofuion  •,  fo  that  this  rejection  of  a  prefs  at  Conftantino- 
ple, cannot  be  candidly  advanced  as  an  evidence  of  the  peculiar  ftupidity  of  the  Ot- 
tomans. The  preface  of  Ibraham  begins  thus.  "  In  the  name  of  the  moft  clement 
and  merciful  God,  praifes,  thanks,  and  benedictions  be  to  the  fovereign  mafter  of 
the  empires  and  kingdoms  of  the  heavens  and  earth,  to  the  mafter  of  glory  and 
of  omnipotence,  God  moft  high  and  moft  holy^  who  is  the  principal  and  the  fource 
of  all  order  and  fymmetry  in  the  univerfe,  whofe  fupreme  will  rules  the  affairs  of  the 
fons  of  Adam,  and  whofe  decrees  direct,  all  the  adions  of  men." 

This  book  was  publifhed,  as  we  are  informed  in  the  title  page,  by  the  printer  and 
librarian  to  the  court  of  Vienna.     Hence  it  may  be  regarded  as  authentic,  for  the 
ftri&nefs  of  Maria  Therefa  is  fufEciently  known.     The  writer  cenfures  his  country- 
Vol.  II.  M 
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men,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  for  their  negligence  as  to  the  acquisition  of  modern  dif- 
cipline. As  this  performance  has  not  appeared  in  any  Englifh  verfion,  a  fhort  extract 
will  perhaps  be  regarded  as  a  curiofity  ;  and  with  that,  we  fhall  clofe  this  article, 
which  has  extended  to  an  unexpected  length. 

"  In  former  ages,  when  the  chriftians  made  lefs  life  of  cannon,  muflcets,  and  gra- 
nadoes,  and  when  the  principal  arms  of  war  were  fabres,  the  mufTulmen,  fuperior 
to  all  nations  in  the  management  of  thofe  weapons,  made  a  progrefs  fo  rapid,  that 
the  chriftians,  Scattered  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  aftonifhed  at  their  victories, 
and  daring  no  more  to  oppofe  themfelves  to  their  irrefiftible  force,  remained  du- 
ring fome  time  in  the  greateft  confternation.  In  the  end,  invoking  heaven  and  earth 
tj  find  fome  remedy  to  their  diftreffes,  and  exploring  every  refource  without 
knowing  on  what  fide  to  turn  themfelves,  they  made  a  laft.  effort  to  invent  an  ex- 
pedient proper  to  repair  their  loffes.  At  firft,  they  were  unanimoufly  defirous  to 
perfect  the  ufe  of  cannon,  of  mufkets,  and  of  other  arms.  Afterwards,  feeing  that 
the  afiiftance  of  thefe  was  ftill  too  weak  to  fupport  the  impetuous  attacks  of  the 
muffulmen,  and  in  particular  thofe  of  the  Ottoman  armies,  they  made  new  attempts, 
and  laboured,  all  in  concert,  to  oppofe  themfelves  to  this  fatal  deftiny,  and  to  find  fome 
means  of  refinance.  At  laft,  after  many  confultations  and  conferences,  the  unanimous 
refult  of  their  deliberations  was,  that  after  having  given  a  better  form  to  their  artillery 
and  their  arfenals,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  find  fome  means  of  fubjecting  their 
unfortunate  troops,  by  certain  rules,  to  a  conftant  and  firm  difcipline,  fo  that  the 
foldiers  reftrained  in  a  perfect  order,  finding  no  opportunity  of  flying  and  of  defeit- 
ing  their  ranks,  nor  time  enough  to  think  of  danger  and  to  terrify  themfelves  with 
the  thoughts  of  inftant  death,  might  perfift,  in  fpite  of  their  inclination,  in  their 
ranks,  feeing  themfelves  indifpenfibly  forced  to  it.  Afterwards,  they  thought  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  give  more  confiftency  to  their  lines,  ranged  in  order  of  battle,  and 
to  invent  a  new  difcipline,  to  render  them  more  firm,  immoveable,  and  capable  of 
fupporting  the  thundering  fhocks  of  the  muffulmen,  and  of  refifting  their  vigorous 
attacks,  which  for  fome  time  being  the  only  object  of  their  attention,  they  have,  at 
laft,  by  their  indefatigable  application,  arrived  fo  far  as  to  reduce  the  rules  and  prin- 
ciples of  tactics  to  a  particular  art,  and  to  treat  them  methodically  in  books  compofed 
upon  the  military  fcience." 

Antiouities    and    curiosities,^)  Thefe    have  furnifhed  matter  for  many 

natural  and  artificial.  J  voluminous  publications.  Here  is  contain- 
ed an  endlefs  variety  of  rich  and  magnificent  curiofities  in  architecture  and  fculpture. 
They  are  more  or  lefs  perfect,  according  to  the  air,  foil,  or  climate,  in  which  they 
fiand,  and  all  of  them  bear  deplorable  marks  of  neglect.  Many  of  the  fineft  temples 
are  converted  into  Turkifh  mofques,  or  Greek  churches,  and  are  more  disfigured 
than  thofe  in  ruins.  Amidft  fuch  a  collection,  all  that  can  be  done  here  is  to  felect 
fome  of  the  moft  ftriking. 

Balbec  is  fituated  on  a  rifing  plain,  between  Tripoli,  in  Syria,  and  Damafcus,  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Libanus,  and  is  the  Heliopolis  of  Cselo  Syria.  Its  remains  of  anti- 
quity difplay,  according  to  the  belt  judges,  the  boldeft  plan  that  ever  was  attempted  in 
architecture.  The  portico  of  the  temple  of  Heliopolis,  is  inexpreffibly  fuperb,  though 
disfigured  by  t;vo  Turkifh  towers.  The  hexagonal  court  behind,  is  knewn  only  by  the 
magnificence  of  its  ruins.  The  walls  were  adorned  with  Corinthian  pilafters  and  fta- 
tues,  and  it  opens  into  a  quadrangular  court  of  the  fame  tafte  and  grandeur.  The 
great  temple,  to  which  this  leads,  is  now  fo  ruined,  that  it  is  only  known  by  an  en- 
tablature, fupported  but  by  nine  lofty  columns,  each  confifting  of  three  pieces  joined 
together,  by' iron  pins  without  cement.  Some  of  thofe  pins  are  a  foot  longi  and  a 
foot  in  diameter  •,  and  the  Turks  deftroy  the  columns,  for  the  fake  of  the  iron.  A 
fiuall  temple  is  ftill  (landing,  with  a  pedeftal  of  eight  columns  in  front,  and  fifteen  in 
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flank,  and  every  where  richly  ornamented  with  figures  in  alto  relief,  exprefling  the 
heads  of  gods,  heroes,  and  emperors.  To  the  weft  of  this  temple  is  another,  of  a  cir- 
cular form,  of  the  Corinthian  and  Ionic  order,  but  disfigured  with  Turkifh  mofques 
and  houfes,  The  other  parts  of  the  ancient  city  are  proportionably  beautiful  and  ftu- 
pendous. 

Various  have  been  the  conjectures  concerning  the  founders  of  thefe  immenfe  build- 
ings. The  inhabitants  of  Afia  afcribe  them  to  Solomon,  but  fome  make  them  fo  mo- 
dern as  the  time  of  Antoninus  Pius.  Perhaps  they  are  of  different  eras  •,  and  though 
that  prince  and  his  fucceffors  may  have  rebuilt  fome  part  of  them,  yet  the  boldnefs 
of  their  architecture,  the  beauty  of  their  ornaments,  and  the  ftupendous  execution 
of  the  whole,  feem  to  fix  their  foundation  to  a  period  before  the  chriftian  era.  Bal- 
bec  is,  at  prefent,  a  fmall  city,  encompaffed  with  a  wall.  The  inhabitants,  who  are 
about  five  thoufand  in  number,  chiefly  Greeks,  live  in  or  near  the  circular  temple, 
in  houfes  built  out  of  the  ancient  ruins.  A  free-ftone  quarry,  in  the  neighbourhood, 
furnifhed  the  ftones  for  the  body  of  the  temple-,  and  one  of  the  ftones  not  quite 
detached  from  the  bottom  of  the  quarry,  is  feventeen  feet  long,  fourteen  broad,  and 
fourteen  feet  five  inches  deep,  and,  reduced  to  ojt  meafure,  is  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty  five  tons.  A  coarfe  white  marble  quarry,  at  a  greater  diftance,  furnifhed  the 
ornamental  parts. 

Palmyra,  or,  as  it  was  called  by  the  ancients,  Tadmor  in  the  Defert,  is  fituated  in 
the  wilds  of  Arabia  Petraa,  in  about  thirty-three  degrees  N.  lat.  and  two  hundred  miles 
to  the  foutheaft  of  Aleppo.  It  is  approached  through  a  narrow  plain,  lined,  as  it 
were,  with  the  remains  of  antiquity  ;  and,  opening  all  at  once,  the  eye  is  prefented 
with  the  moft  ftriking  objects  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  world.  The  temple  of  the 
fun  lies  in  ruins  ;  but  the  accefs  to  it  is  through  a  vaft  number  of  beautiful  Corinthi- 
an columns  of  white  marble,  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  which  can  only  be  known 
by  plates  of  it,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Wood,  who,  with  his  friends,  vifited  it  fome  years 
ago,  purpofely  to  preferve  fome  remembrance  of  fuch  a  curiofity.  As  thofe  draw- 
ings, or  copies  of  them,  are  now  common,  we  muft  refer  the  reader  to  them,  efpe- 
cially  as  he  can  form  no  adequate  ideas  of  the  ruins  from  a  printed  relation.  Superb 
arches,  amazing  columns,  a  colonade  extending  four  thoufand  feet  in  length,  terminat- 
ed by  a  noble  miufoleum,  temples,  fine  porticos,  periftyles,  inter-columnations,  and 
entablatures,  all  of  them  in  the  higheft  ftyle,  and  finifhed  with  the  moft  beautiful 
materials,  appear  on  all  hands,  but  (o  difperfed  and  disjointed,  that  it  is  impoffible, 
from  them,  to  form  an  idea  of  the  whole  when  perfect.  Thefe  ftriking  ruins  are 
contrafted  by  the  miferable  huts  of  the  wild  Arabs,  who  refide  in  or  near  them. 

Nothing  but  ocular  proof  could  convince  any  man,  that  fo  fuperb  a  city,  formerly 
ten  miles  in  circumference,  could  exift  in  the  midft  ofafandy  defert.  It  is,  however, 
certain,  that  Palmyra  was  formerly  the  capital  of  a  great  kingdom  ;  that  it  was  the 
pride  as  well  as  the  emporium  of  the  eaftern  world,  and  that  its  merchants  dealt 
with  the  Romans,  and  the  weftern  nations,  for  the  merchandifes  and  luxuries  of  In- 
dia and  Arabia.  Its  prefent  altered  fituation,  therefore,  can  be  accounted  for  only  bv 
natural  caufes,  which  have  turned  the  once  fertile  tracts  into  barren  deferts.  In  hif- 
tory,  it  is  not  mentioned  before  the  time  of  Marc  Anthony  ;  and  its  moft  fuperb 
buildings  are  thought  to  be  of  the  lower  empire,  about  the  time  of  Gallienus.  Ode- 
nathus,  the  laft  king  of  Palmyra,  was  highly  carefled  by  that  emperor,  and  even  de- 
clared Auguftus.  His  widow  Zenobia  reigned,  in  great  glorv,  for  fome  time,  and  Lon- 
ginus,  the  celebrated  critic,  was  her  fecretary.  Not  being  able  to  fubmit  to  the  Roman 
tyranny,  ftie  declared  war  againft  the  emperor  Aurelian,  who  took  her  prifoner,  led 
her  in  triumph  to  Rome,  and  butchered  her  principal  nobility,  and,  among  others, 
Longinus.  He  afterwards  deftroyed  her  city,  aud  maflacred  its  inhabitants,  but  ex- 
pended large  fums  out  of  Zenobia's  treasures  in  repairing  the  temple  of  the  fun,  the 
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majeftic  ruins  of  which  have  been  mentioned.  This,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  is 
but  a  very  imperfect  account  of  that  celebrated  city  ;  nor  do  any  of  the  Palmyrene 
infcriptions  reach  above  the  chriftian  era,  though  the  city  is  of  much  higher  antiqui- 
ty. The  emperor  Juftinian  made  fome  efforts  to  reftore  its  ancient  fplendor,  but 
without  effect,  for  it  dwindled,  by  degrees,  to  its  prefent  wretched  State.  It  has  been 
obferved,  veryjuftly,  that  its  architecture,  and  the  proportions  of  its  columns,  are 
by  no  means  equal  in  purity  to  thofe  of  Balbec. 

Nothing  can  be  more  futile  than  the  boafted  antiquities  fhown  by  the  Greek  and  Ar- 
menian priefts  in  and  near  Jerufalem,  which  is  well  known  to  have  been  fo  often  razed 
to  the  ground,  and  rebuilt  anew,  that  no  fcene  of  cur  Saviour's  life  and  fufferings 
can  be  afcertained  ;  and  yet  thofe  ecclefiaftics  fubfift  by  their  forgeries,  and  by  pretend- 
ing to  guide  travellers  to  every  fpot  mentioned  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament. 
They  are  under  fervere  contributions  to  the  Turks,  but  the  trade  ftill  goes  on,  though 
much  diminished  in  its  profits.  The  church  of  the  Holy  fepulchre  is  ftill  ftanding, 
and  of  tolerable  architecture.  PaleStine  has  altered  in  its  appearance.  But  a  fertile 
country,  abandoned  to  tyranny,  will,  in  time,  become  a  defert. 

Mecca  and  Medina  are  curiofities  only  through  the  fuperftition  of  the  Mahome- 
tans. Their  buildings  are  mean,  when  compared  to  European  houfes  or  churches  ; 
and  even  the  temple  of  Mecca,  in  points  of  architecture,  makes  but  a  forry  appear- 
ance, though  erected  on  the  fpot  where  Mahomet  is  faid  to  have  been  born.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  mofque  at  Medina,  where  he  was  buried. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Smyrna,  now  called  Ifmir,  contains  many  valuable  anti- 
quities. The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Aleppo,  and  a  number  of  other  places  celebrated 
in  antiquity,  and  now  known  only  by  geographical  obfervations.  ThefiteofOld 
Troy,  which  exifted  fo  late  as  at  leaft  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Casfar,  cannot  now  be 
diftinguifhed  by  the  fmalleft  veftige,  bijt  is  known  to  have  ftood  oppofite  to  the  iSle 
of  Tenedos,  and  its  Situation  has  been  alfo  traced  by  the  name  of  a  brook,  which 
the  poets  magnified  into  a  considerable  river.  A  temple  of  marble,  built  in  honour 
of  Auguftus  Caefar,  at  MilafTo,  in  Caria,  and  a  few  Structures  efthe  fame  kind,  in  the 
neighbourhood,  are  among  the  antiquities  that  are  ftill  entire.  Three  theatres  of 
white  marble,  and  a  noble  circus  near  Laodicea,  now  Loticha,  have  fuffered  very 
little  from  time  or  barbarifm. 

Cities.]  Thefe  are  numerous,  but  they  have  little  or  no  trade.  Aleppo,  however, 
holds  a  refpectable  rank  among  the  cities  of  the  Aflatic  Turkey.  It  is  ftill  the  capital 
of  Syria,  and  is  fuperior,  in  its  buildings  and  conveniencies,  to  moft  of  the  Turkifti 
cities.  Its  houfes,  as  ufual  in  the  Eaft,  confift  of  a  large  court,  with  a  dead  wall  to  the 
ftreet,  an  arcade  cr  piazza  running  round  it,  paved  with  marble,  and  an  elegant, 
fountain  of  the  fame,  in  the  middle.  Aleppo  and  its  fuburbs,  are  feven  miles  in 
compafs,  ftanding  on  eight  fmall  hills  ;  on  the  higheft  top  of  which,  there  is  a  citadel 
of  no  great  ftrength.  An  old  wall  and  a  broad  ditch,  now  in  many  places  turned  into 
gardens,  furround  the  city,  which  contains  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand  in- 
habitants, of  whom  thirty  thoufand  are  christians,  and  five  thoufand  jews.  It  is  fur- 
nished with  moft  of  the  conveniencies  of  life  within  the  walls,  except  good  water, 
which  runs  from  an  aqueduct,  diftant  about  four  miles.  The  ftreets  are  narrow,  but 
well  paved  with  large  fquare  ftones,  and  are  kept  clean.  The  gardens  are  pleafant, 
being  laid  out  in  vineyards,  olive,  fig,  and  piftachio  trees  •,  but  the  country  round 
it  is  rough  and  barren.  Foreign  merchants  are  numerous  here,  and  tranfact  their  bu- 
finefs  in  caravanferas,  or  large  fquare  buildings,  containing  their  ware-houfes,  lodging- 
rooms,  and  counting-houfes.  The  city  has  feveral  mofques,  fome  of  which  are  mag- 
nificent, as  alfo  public  bagnios,  and  bazars,  or  market-places,  that  are  formed  into 
long,  narrow,  arched  or  covered  ftreets,  with  little  Shops,  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
Eaft.     Their  coffee  is  excellent,  and  confidered  by  the  Turks  as  a  high  luxury  j  and 
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their  fweetmeats  and  fruits  are  delicious.  European  merchants  live  here  in  greater 
fplendor  and  fafety  than  in  any  other  city  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  which  is  owing 
to  particular  capitulations  with  the  Porte.  Coaches-or  carriages  are  not  ufed  here, 
but  perfons  of  quality  ride  on  horfeback  with  a  number  of  fervants  before  them, 
according  to  their  rank.  The  Englifh,  French,  and  Dutch,  have  confuls,  who  are 
refpected. 

The  heat  of  the  country  makes  it  convenient  for  the  inhabitants  to  fleep  in  the 
open  air,  here,  over  all  Arabia,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Eaft  •,  for  which  rea- 
fon,  their  houfes  are  flat  on  the  top.  As  the  Turks  are  pretty  uniform  in  their  way 
of  living,  this  account  of  Aleppo  may  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  other  Turkifh  cities. 

Bagdad,  built  upon  the  Tigris,  not  far  from  the  fuppofed  fite  of  ancient  Babylon, 
was  the  metropolis  of  the  caliphate,  under  the  Saracens,  in  the  twelfth  century.  This 
city  retains  but  few  marks  of  its  ancient  grandeur.  It  is  in  the  form  of  an  irregular 
fquare,  and  rudely  fortified  ;  but  the  conveniency  of  its  fituation  renders  it  one  of  the 
feats  of  the  Turkifh  government,  and  it  has  ftill  a  considerable  trade,  being  annually 
vifitedbythe  Smyrna,  Aleppo,  and  weftern  caravans.  The  houfes  of  Bagdad  are 
generally  large,  built  of  brick  and  cement,  and  arched  over,  to  admit  the  more  free 
circulation  of  the  air.  Many  of  their  windows  are  made  of  elegant  Venetian  glafs, 
and  the  ceilings  ornamented  with  chequered  work.  Moft  of  the  houfes  have  alfo  a 
courtyard  before  them,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  a  fmall  plantation  of  orange  trees. 
The  number  of  houfes  is  computed  at  eight  thoufand,  each  of  which  pays  an  annual 
tribute  to  the  bamaw,  which  is  eftimated  to  produce  thirteen  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 
Their  bazars,  in  which  the  tradefmen  have  their  /hops,  are  tolerably  handfome,  large, 
and  extenfive  ;  and  the  fhops  are  filled  with  all  kinds  of  merchandife.  Thefe  were 
erected  by  the  Perfians,  when  they  were  in  pofTefiion  of  the  place,  as  were  alfo  the 
baths,  and  almo ft  every  thing  here  worthy  the  notice  of  a  traveller.  In  this  city  are 
five  mofques,  two  of  which  are  well  built,  and  have  handfome  domes,  covered  with 
varnifhed  tiles,  of  different  colours.  Chapels  are  permitted  for  the  Roman  catholic 
and  Greek  perfuafions.  On  the  northweft  corner  of  the  city  Hands  the  caftle,  which 
is  of  white  ftone,  and  commands  the  river.  It  confifts  of  curtains  and  baftions  ;  on 
which  fome  large  cannon  are  mounted,  with  two  mortars  on  each  baftion  ;  but,  in 
the  year  1779,  they  had  become,  through  neglect  altogether  unferviceable.  Below 
the  caftle,  by  the  water-fide,  is  the  palace  of  the  Turkilh  governor;  and  there  are 
feveral  fummer- houfes  on  the  river,  which  make  a  fine  appearance.  The  Arabians, 
who  inhabited  thiV  city  under  the  caliphs,  were  remarkable  for  the  purity  and  ele- 
gance of  their  dialect. 

Ancient  AfTyria  is  now  called  the  Turkifh  Curdiftan,  though  part  of  it  is  fubject 
to  the  Perfians.  The  capital  is  Curdiftan  ;  the  ancient  Nineveh  being  now  aheap 
of  ruins.  Curdiftan  is  faid  to  be,  for  the  moft  part,  cutout  of  a  mountain,  and  is 
the  refidence  of  a  viceroy,  or  beglerbeg.  Orfa,  formerly  EdefTa,  is  the  capital  of  the 
fine  province  of  Mefopotamia.  It  is  now  a  mean  place,  and  chiefly  fupported  by  a 
manufacture  of  Turkey  leather.  Mouful,  in  the  fame  province,  is  a  large  place, 
fituated  on  the  weftern  fhore  of  the  Tigris,  oppofite  to  where  Nineveh  formerly 
flood.  •> 

Georgia,  or  Gurgiftan,  now  no  longer  fubject  to  the  Turks,  is  chiefly  peopled  by 
chriftians,  a  brave,  warlike  raceofmen.  Their  capital,  Teflis,  is  a  handfome  city, 
and  makes  a  fine  appearance  :  its  inhabitants  are  about  thirty  thoufand.  It  is  fitu- 
ated at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  by  the  fide  of  the  river  Kur,  and  is  furrounded  by 
ftrong  walls,  except  on  the  fide  of  the  river.  It  has  a  large  fortrefs  on  the  declivi- 
ty of  the  mountain,  which  is  a  place  of  refuge  for  criminals  and  debtors,  and  the  gar- 
rifon  confifts  of  native  Perfians.  There  are  fourteen  churches  in  Teflis,  fix  of 
which  belong  to  the  Georgians,  and  the  reft  to  the  Armenians.     The  Mahometans 
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who  are  here,  have  no  mofques.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  are  many  plea- 
fant  houfes,  and  fine  gardens.  The  Georgians  have  lately  formed  an  alliance  with 
Ruffia,  and  claimed  its  protection. 

The  ancient  city  of  Damafcus  ftill  retains  part  of  its  former  trade.  It  contains  a  fine 
mofque,  which  was  formerly  a  chriftian  church.  It  is  ftill  famous  for  its  fteel  works, 
fuch  as  fword-blades,  knives,  and  the  like  ;  the  excellent  temper  of  which  is  faid  to 
be  owing  to  a  quality  in  the  water.  The  inhabitants  manufacture  alfo  thofe  beauti- 
ful filks,  called,  from  their  city,  damafks,  and  carry  on  a  confiderable  traffic  in  raw 
and  worked  filk,  rofe-water  extracted  from  the  famous  damafk  rofes,  fruits,  and  wine. 
The  neighbourhood  of  this  city  is  highly  beautiful. 

Sidon,  now  Said,  which  likewife  lies  within  the  ancient  Phcenicia,  has  Mill  fome 
trade,  and  a  tolerable  harbour.  The  town  is  furrounded  with  a  ftone  wall,  a  citadel 
on  the  land  fide,  and  another  towards  the  fea.  The  houfes  are  built  chiefly  of  ftone, 
and  are  two  ftories  high.  The  inhabitants  are  about  fixteen  thoufand,  chiefly  chrif- 
tians,  of  the  Greek  church,  and  the  place  is  the  feat  of  a  bifhop  of  that  perfuafion. 
There  are  in  the  town  two  public  baths,  and  two  mofques.  It  ftands  on  a  neck  of 
land  over  againft  Tyre,  and  both  form  a  bay  about  fixteen  miles  in  breadth. 

Tyre,  now  called  Sur,  fo  famous  formerly  for  its  rich  dye,  is  now  inhabited  by  a 
few  fifhermen,  who  live  in  the  ruins  of  its  ancient  grandeur.  There  are  ftrong  walls 
on  the  land  fide,  of  ftone,  eighteen  feet  high,  and  feven  broad.  The  circumference 
of  the  place  is  not  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half.  Some  of  the  ruins  of  ancient  Tyre  are 
vifible.  The  pavements  of  the  old  city,  Mr.  Bruce  tells  us  that  he  faw,  and  obferves 
that  they  were  feven  and  a  half  feet  lower  than  the  ground  upon  which  the  prefent 
city  ftands. 

Natolia,  or  Afia  Minor,  comprehending  the  ancient  provinces  of  Lydia,  Pamphy- 
lia,  Pifidia,  Lycaonia,  Cilicia,  Cappadocia,  and  Pontus,  or  Amafia,  all  of  them  ter- 
ritories celebrated  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  hiftory,  are  now,  through  the  Turkifh 
indolence  and  tyranny,  either  forfaken,  or  a  theatre  of  ruins.  The  fites  of  ancient 
cities  are  ftill  difcernible  ;  and  fo  luxuriant  is  nature  in  thofe  countries,  that  in  many 
places  fhe  triumphs  over  her  forlorn  condition.  The  Turks  cultivate  no  more  land 
than  maintains  themfelves  ;  and  their  gardens  and  fummer-houfes  fill  up  the  circuit 
of  their  moft  flourifhing  cities.  The  moft  judicious  travellers,  upon  an  attentive  fur- 
vey  of  thofe  countries,  fully  vindicate  all  that  has  been  faid  by  ancient  writers,  of 
their  fertility,    and  population*. 

Under  the  government  of  Sheik  Daher,  the  ally  of  the  famous  Ali  Bey,  fome  part 
of  Paleftine  revived.  He  enlarged  the  buildings  and  walls  of  St.  John  de  Acre,  for- 
merly Ptolemais,  and  fhowed  great  indulgence  to  the  chriftians.  Its  inhabitants  were 
lately  computed  at  forty  thoufand.  Caifa,  which  ftands  on  the  declivity  cf  mount 
Carmel,  diftant  about  twenty  miles  from  Acre,  was  alfo  enlarged  by  Daher.  The 
ancient  Joppa,  now  Jaffa,  fifty  miles  weft  from  Jerufalem,  ftands  on  a  rocky  hill,  has 
a  harbour  for  fmall  veffels,  and  is,  in  circumference,  about  two  miles.  The  number 
of  inhabitants  is  feven  thoufand  •,  the  weftern  part  of  the  town  is  inhabited  by  chrif- 
tians. The  prefent  ftate  of  Ramah  is  deplorable,  its  walls  in  decay,  and  moft  of  the 
houfes  empty,  though  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  ftill  between  three  and  four  thou- 
fand. Not  a  houfe  is  ftanding  of  the  once  magnificent  city  of  Cefarea,  but  the  re- 
mains of  the  walls  teftify  its  former  grandeur.  Azotus  is  about  two  miles  in  circum- 
ference, the  inhabitants  are  near  three  thoufand,  and  moftly  Mahometans.  Gaza  ex- 
tends from  eaft  to  weft  three  miles,  and  is  a  mile  in  breadth,  divided  into  the  old 
and  new  town.     The  inhabitants  are  reckoned  to  be  twenty-fix  thoufand.     Gaza  is 

*  The  inhabitants  can  have  but  little  inclination  tocultivate  the  earth.  *'  In  Palestine,  says  Mr.  Wood,  we  have  of- 
ten seen  the  husbandman  sowing,  accompanied  by  an  armed  friend,  to  prevent  his  being  robbed  of  the  seed."  And,  after 
all,  he  who  sows,  is  uncertain  whether  he  shall  ever  reap  the  harvest. 
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about  five  miles  from  the  fea,  and  without  the  walls  is  a  market  for  the  country  peo. 
pie  todifpofe  of  their  commodities  to  the  inhabitants,  for  they  _  are  not  permitted  to 
enter  the  town.  The  country  around  is  very  fertile,  in  corn,  oil,  wine,  honey,  bees- 
wax, flax,   and  cotton. 

Baron  Tott,  who  went  to  refide  at  Conftantinople,  in  the  year  1755,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  a  fire  which  broke,  out  in  that  metropolis,  not  long  after  his  arrival.  His 
defcription  of  this  dreadful  calamity  may  caft  fome  light  on  the  nature  of  the  police 
in  the  cities  of  the  Turkifh  empire.  The  fire  broke  out  in  the  morniag  at  a  houfe 
near  the  feraglio.  The  wind  which  blew  from  the  north,  drove  the  flames  along  its 
walls,  and  about  feven  o'clock,  they  reached  the  palace  of  thevifir.  The  grand  fig- 
nior  had. gone  thither,  but  no  endeavours  could  fave  the  building-,  and  the  flames 
continued  to  extend.  It  was  hoped  that  when  they  reached  the  mofque  of  St.  Sophia, 
this  malTy  fabric  would  flop  them.  The  lead  of  its  cupola,  melted  by  the  blazing  at- 
mofphere,  burftdown  in  torrents  upon  the  guards  and  affiftants.  In  fhort,  the  flames 
burnt  onwards,  till  they  came  near  the  fea,  on  an  oppofite  fide  of  the  city.  At  this  mo- 
ment the  wind  fuddenly  fhifted  to  the  eaft,  and,  blowing  ftrong,  took  croflwife  this 
line  of  fire,  which  was  more  than  twelve  hundred  fathoms  in  length.  The  confla- 
gration, dividing  into  thirteen  branches,  burft  through  the  centre  of  the  city.  The 
roots  of  the  branches  fucceffively  united,  and  Conftantinople  blazed  into  one  dread- 
ful fheet  of  flame.  An  entire  regiment  of  janizaries,  employed  to  pulldown  the  hou- 
fes  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  conflagration,  was  enclofed  on  each  fide 
by  the  rapid  advance  of  the  flames,  and  perimed.  The  cries  of  thefe  unfortunate  per- 
fons,  and  of  the  women  and  children,  who  ftured  their  fate,  the  noife  of  the  build- 
ings tumbled  into  the  flames,  and  the  tumult  of  the  inhabitants,  whom  the  confla- 
gration approached,  and  who  were  anxious  to  fave  fome  part  of  their  property,  form- 
ed, all  together,  a  fcene  of  horror  that  no  language  can  defcribe.  The  houfes,  after 
this  difafter,  had  hardly  been  rebuilt,  when  they  were  deftroyed  by  a  fecond  confla- 
gration. Sultan  Ofman,  then  on  the  throne,  wanted  to  widen  fome  ftreets,_  and  to 
make  others,  that  afliftance  might,  in  future  cafes,  be  given  with  greater  facility.  An 
oppofition  was  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  ground,  and  the  propofal  came  to  no* 
thing. 

Commerce  and  manufactures.]  M.  de  Peyflbnnel,  who  has  publifhed  a  reply 
to  part  of  the  memoirs  of  baron  Tott,  gives  fome  curious  anecdotes  of  the  com- 
mercial adminiftration  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  he  fays  that  the  merchandife  of  the 
Franks  is  eftimated,  by  the  cuftom- houfe  officers,  much  inferior  to  its  real  value  •,  fo 
that  by  this  indulgence,  the  tax  is  reduced  to  perhaps  two  per  cent.  When  this  duty 
has  once  been  paid,  every  European  merchant,  who  provides  himfelf  with  a  quittance 
from  the  proper  officer,  may  convey  his  goods  to  any  part  of  the  empire,  without 
paying  any  thing  more.  No  extortions  are  practifed  in  the  exacting  of  the  cuftoms, 
and  difputes  with  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  are  extremely' rare. 

With  refpect  to  the  natives,  they  pay  a  duty  of  five  per  cent.  The  merchant  may 
pay  the  duty  in  kind,  if  he  thinks  it  for  his  intereft  ;  but  not  otherwife.  When  con- 
traband importations  are  feized,  and  lodged  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  proprietor  may 
claim,  and  receive  them  again,  on  the  payment  of  double  duty.  (In  the  chriftianpart 
of  Europe,  the  penalty  amounts,  for  the  moft  part,  to  the  beggary,  and  fometimes 
to  the  death  of  the  offender.)  Notwithftanding  thefe  favourable  circumftances,  com- 
merce is  in  a  wretched  ftate.  The  Turks  overlook  the  advantages  of  Tyre,  Sidon, 
Alexandria,  and  all  thofe  countries  which  carried  on  the  commerce  of  the  ancient 
world.  They  command  the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  opens  a  communication 
to  the  fouthern  ocean,  and  prefents  them  with  all  the  riches  of  the  Indies.  The  fitu- 
ation  of  the  capital,  upon  a  narrow  ftrait  that  feparates  Europe  from  Afia,  is  admira- 
ble, as  it  communicates,  on  the  fouth,  with  the  Mediterranean  fea,  and  thereby  opens 
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a  pafiage  to  all  the  European  nations,  as  well  as  to  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  fame 
ftrait,  communicating  northwards  with  the  Black  Sea,  opens  a  pafTage,  by  means  of 
the  Danube  and  other  great  rivers,  into  the  interior  parts  of  Germany,  Poland,  and 
Ruflia. 

In  this  extenfive  empire,  where  all  the  commodities  neceftary  for  the  largeft  plan 
of  induftry  and  commerce  are  produced,  the  Turks  content  themfelves  with  manu- 
facturing cot'ons,  carpets,  leather,  and  foap.  The  moft  valuable  of  their  commodi- 
ties, fuchasfilk,  a  vaiiety  of  drugs,  and  dying  fluffs,  they  generally  export,  without 
giving  them  much  additional  value  from  their  own  labour.  The  internal  commerce 
of  the  empire  is  extremely  fmall,  and  managed  entirely  by  jews  and  Armenians.  In 
their  traffic  with  Europe,  the  Turks  are  generally  pi ffive.  The  Englifh,  French, 
Dutch,  and  other  Europeans,  refort  thither  with  their  commodities,  and  bring  back 
thofe  of  Turkey  in  the  fame  bottoms.  The  Turks  feldom  attempt  any  diftant  voy- 
age, and  are  poflefled  of  o:i!y  a  few  coafting  vefTels  in  the  Afiitic  Turkey  ;  their  chief 
navy  lying  on  the  fide  of  Europe.  Montefquieu  fays  that  the  French,  Englifh  and 
Dutch  may  thar.k  Divine  Providence  for  having;  created  Spaniards  and  Turks  •,  be- 
caufethey  neglect  to  improve  the  advantages  which  they  poffefs,  in  fome  of  the  finefl 
countries  in  the  world,  and  leave  them  to  thofe  other  nations. 

Constitution  and  government. ]  The  Turkiih  government  is  commonly  ex- 
hibited as  a  picture  of  all  that  is  (hocking  and  unnatural  in  arbitra-y  power.  Yet  the 
rights  of  individuals  may  be  rendered  fixed  and  fecure,  by  beingan!,exed  to  the  church, 
which  is  done  at  an  inconfiderable  expenfe.  Even  Jews  and  chriftians  may,  in  this 
manner,  fecure  the  enjoyment  of  their  lands  to  pofterity. 

Among  the  moft  unhappy  fubjects  of  the  Turkifh  government,  are  thofe  who  at- 
tain the  higheft  dignities  of  ftate,  and  vvhofe  fortunes  are  conftantly  expofed  to  fudden 
alterations,  and  depend  on  the  breath  of  their  mafter.  There  is  a  gradation  of  great 
officers  in  Turkev,  of  whom  the  grand  vifir,  or  prime  minifter,  the  chiaya,  fecond 
in  power  to  the  vifir,  the  reis  effendi,  or  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  the  aga  of  the  janiza- 
ries, are  the  moft  confiderable.  Thefe,  as  well  as  the  mufti,  or  high  prieft,  the  ba- 
fhaws,  or  governors  of  provinces,  the  civil  judges,  and  many  others,  are  commonly 
raifed,  by  their  application  and  affiduity,  from  the  meaneft  ftations  in  life,  and  are 
often  the  children  of  Tartars,  or  chriftian  flaves  taken  in  war.  Tutored  in  the  fchool 
ofadverfity,  and  arifing  to  pre-eminence  through  a  thoufand  difficulties  and  dangers, 
thefe  men  are  generally  diftinguifhed  for  abilities,  and  deficient  in  virtue.  They  pof- 
fefs  diffimulation,  intrigue,  and  corruption -,  and  they  have  a  farther  reafon  for  plun- 
dering the  people,  becaufe  they  are  uncertain  how  long  they  may  enjoy  the  dignities  to 
which  they  have  attained.  The  adminiftration  of  juftice,  therefore,  is  extremely  cor- 
rupt over  the  whole  empire  ;  but  this  proceeds  from  the  mariners  of  the  judges,  and 
not  from  the  laws  of  the  country,  which  are  founded  upon  equitable  principles. 

Revenues.]  Baron  Tott  fays  that  the  revenues,  eftimated  on  the  records,  amount 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  millions,  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand, 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars,  and  eight  ninths,  but  produce  only  fourteen 
millions,  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  thoufand,  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  dol- 
lars, and  two  ninths,  to  the  public  treafury.  The  revenues  arife  from  the  cuftoms, 
and  a  variety  of  taxes  which  fall  chiefly  on  the  chriftians,  and  other  fubjects,  not 
of  the  Mahometan  religion;  the  rich  pay  a  capitation  tax  of  about  fix  dollars  and 
a  half  per  year  ;  tradefmen  about  two  dollars  and  a  half,  and  labourers  one  dollar  and 
a  half.  Another  branch  of  the  revenue  arifes  from  the  annual  tribute  paid  by  the 
Tartars,  and  other  nations  bordering  upon  Turkey,  but  governed  by  their  own 
princes  and  laws.  All  thefe,  however,  are  trifling,  when  compared  with  the  vaft  fums 
extorted  by  the  governors  of  provinces,  and  officers  of  ftate,  under  the  name  of  pre- 
sents. Thefe  ruffians,  to  indemnify  themfelves,  exercife  every  fpecies  of  oppreffion  that 
their  avarice  can  fuggeft,  till  becoming  wealthy  from  the  vitals  of  the  people  whom 
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they  are  fent  to  govern,  their  riches  frequently  give  rtfe  to  a  pretended  fufpicion  of 
difloyalty  or  mifconduct,  and  the  whole  fortune  of  the  offender  devolves  to  the  crown. 
The  devoted  victim  is  feldom  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  offence,  or  the  names 
of  his  accufers.  Without  giving  him  the  lead  opportunity  of  making  a  defence, 
an  officer  is  difpatched,  with  an  imperial  decree,  to  take  off"  his  head.  The  bafhaw 
receives  it  with  the  higheft  refp;ct,  and  after  he  has  read  it,  (ays*  The  wiU  of  God 
and  the  emperor  be  done,  or  fome  luch  expreffion,  teftifving  his  entire  refignaticn.  Then 
he  takes  the  filken  cord,  which  the  officer  has  in  his  bofom,  and  having  tied  it  about 
his  neck,  and  faid  a  fhort  prayer,  the  officer's  fervants  throw  him  on  the  floor,  and 
drawing  the  card  (bait,  foon  difpatch  him  ;  after  which  his  head  is  cut  off,  and  carried 
to  court. 

Forces.]  The  militia  of  the  Turkifh  empire  is  of  two  forts  •,  the  firfthas  cer- 
tain lands  appointed  for  its  maintenance,  and  the  other  is  paid  out  of  the  treafury. 
Thofe  that  have  certain  lands  amount  to  about  two  hundred  and  fixty  eight  thoufand 
effective  men.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  certain  auxiliary  forces  raifed  by  the  tri- 
butary countries  of  this  empire  •,  as  the  Tartars,  Walachians,  and  Moldavians,  who 
are  commanded  by  their  refpective  princes,  The  Kan  of  the  Crim  Tartars,  before  this 
country  was  fubject  to  Rulfia,  was  obliged  to  furnifh  one  hundred  thoufand  men, 
and  ferve  in  perfon,  when  the  grand  fignior  took  the  field.  In  every  war,  befides  the 
above  forces,  there  are  great  numbers  of  volunteers,  who  live  at  their  own  charge, 
in  expectation  of  fucceeding  the  officers.  Thefe  adventurers  not  only  prcmife  them- 
felves  an  eftate  if  they  furvive,  but  are  taught,  that  if  they  die  in  the  war  againft 
the  chriftians,  they  fha.ll  go  immediately  to  paradife.  The  forces  which  receive  their 
pay  from  the  treafury,  are  called  the  Spahis,  or  horfe-guards,  and  are  in  number 
about  twelve  thoufand  :  and  the  janizaries,  or  foot-guards,  who  are  effeerned  the 
beft  foldiers  in  t'ae  Turkifh  armies.  They  amount  to  about  forty  thoufand  men,  who 
are  quartered  i:i  or  near  Conftantinople.  They  frequently  grow  mutinous,  and  have 
fometimes  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  depofe  thefultan.  They  are  educated  in  theferaglio, 
and  trained  up  to  the  exercife  of  arms  from  their  infancy  •,  and  there  are  no  lefs  than 
one  hundred  thoufand  fjot-foldiers,  fcattered  over  every  province  of  the  empire,  who 
procure  themfelves  to  be  regiftered  in  this  body,  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  janizaries, 
which  are  very  great,  being  fubject  to  no  jurifdiction  but  that  of  their  aga,  or  chief 
commander. 

Titlcs.]  The  emperor's  titles  are  fwelled  with  all  the  pemp  of  eaftern  magni- 
ficence. He  is  ftyled  by  his  fubjects,  the Jhaddrjo  of  God,  a  God  on  earthy  brother  to 
the  fun  and  moon,  difpofcr  of  all  earthly  crowns,  &c. 

Court  ano  Seraglio.]  Great  care  is  taken  in  the  education  cf  the  youths  who 
are  deiigned  for  the  flate,  the  army,  or  the  navy  ,  but  they  are  feldom  preferred  till 
about  forty  years  of  age,  and  they  rife  by  their  merit.  They  are  generally  the  child- 
ren of  chriflian  parents,  either  taken  in  war,  purchafed,  or  prefented  by  their  viceroys 
and  governors  of  diftant  provinces,  the  moft  beautiful,  well  made,  and  fprightly 
children  that  can  be  met  with  •,  and  are  always  reviewed  and  approved  by  the  grand- 
fignior,  before  they  are  fent  to  the  colleges  or  feminaries,  where  they  are  educated  for 
employments  according  to  their  genius  and  abilities. 

The  ladies  of  the  feraglio,  are  a  collection  of  beautiful  ycurg  women,  chiefly  fent 
as  prefents  from  the  provinces  and  the  Greek  iflands,  mod  of  thf  m  the  children  of 
chriflian  parents.  The  Georgian  prince  Heraclius  hath,  for  feme  years  paft,  abolifhed 
the  infamous  tribute  of  children  of  both  fexes,  which  Georgia  formerly  paid  every 
year  to  the  Porte.  The  number  of  women  in  the  harem  depends  on  the  tafte  of  the 
reigning  monarch  or  fultan.  Selim  had  two  thoufand.  Achmet  had  but  three  hundred, 
and  the  prefent  fultan  hath  nearly  fixteen  hundred.  On  their  admiflion  they  are  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  old  ladies,  taught  to  few  and  embroider,  mufic,  dancing  and 
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other  accomplifhments,  and  furnifhed  with  the  richeft  clothes  and  ornaments.  They 
all  fleep  in  feparate  beds,  and  every  five  have  a  preceptrefs.  Their  chief  govern- 
efs  is  called  Katon  Kiaga,  or  governefs  of  the  noble  young  ladies.  There  is  not  one 
fervant  among  them,  for  they  are  obliged  to  wait  on  one  another  by  rotation  •, 
the  laft  that  is  entered,  ferves  her  who  preceded.  Thefe  ladies  are  fcarcely  everfuf- 
fered  to  go  abroad,  except  when  the  grand  fignior  removes  from  one  place  to  another, 
when  a  troop  of  black  eunuchs  conveys  them  to  the  boats,  which  are  enclofed  with 
lattices  and  linen  curtains  ;  and  when  they  go  by  land,  they  are  put  inclofe  chariots, 
and  fignals  are  made  at  certain  diftances,  to  give  notice  that  none  approach  the  roads 
through  which  they  march.  The  boats  of  the  harem,  which  carry  the  grand- fignior's 
wives,  are  manned  with  twenty-four  rowers,  and  have  white  covered  tilts,  lhut  al- 
ternately by  Venetian  blinds.  Among  the  emperor's  attendants,  are  a  number  of 
mutes,  who  con verfe  by  figns  with  great  quicknefs,  and  fome  dwarfs  who  are  ex- 
hibited for  his  majtfty's  diverfion. 

When  he  permits  his  women  to  walk  in  the  garden  of  the  feraglio,  all  people  are 
ordered  to  retire,  and  on  every  fide  there  is  a  guard  of  blade  eunuchs,  with  fabres 
in  their  hand?,  while  others  go  their  rounds  in  order  to  hinder  any  perfon  from  fee- 
ing them.  If  unfortunately  any  one  is  found  in  the  garden,  even  through  ignorance 
or  inadvertence,  he  is  undoubtedly  killed,  and  his  head  brought  to  the  feet  of  the 
grand  fignior,  who  gives  a  great  reward  to  the  guard  for  their  vigilance.  Sometimes 
the  grand  fignior  paffes  into  the  gardens  to  amufe  himfelf,  when  the  women  are  there; 
and  it  is  then  that  they  make  ure  of  their  utmoft  efforts,  by  dancing,  finging,  feduc- 
ing  geflures,  and  amorous  blandifhments,  to  enfnare  the  affections  ofthe  monarch. 
It  is  not  permitted  that  the  monarch  fhculd  take  a  virgin  to  his  bed,  except  during 
the  folemn  feflivals,  and  on  occafion  of  fome  extraordinary  rejoicings,  or  the  arnvai 
of  fome  good  news.  Upon  fuch  occafions,  if  the  fultan  defires  a  new  companion  to 
his  bed,  he  enters  into  the  apartment  of  the  women,  who  are  ranged  in  files  by  the 
governefs,  to  whom  he  fpeaks,  and  intimates  the  perfon  he  likes  beft.  The  ceremony 
ofthe  handkerchief,  which  the  grand  fignior  is  faid  to  throw  to  the  girl  that  he 
elects,  is  an  idle  tale.  As  foon  as  the  grand  fignior  has  chofen  one  among  them,  all  the 
others  follow  her  to  the  bath,  wafhing  and  perfuming  her,  and  dreflingher  fuperbly, 
conducting  her  finging,  dancing,  and  rejoicing,  to  the  bed  chamber  ofthe  gMnd  fig- 
nior, who  is  generally,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  already  in  bed.  No  fooner  has  the  new- 
elected  favourite  entered  the  chamber,  introduced  by  the  grand  eunuch  who  is  upon 
guard,  than  fhe  kneels  down,  and  when  the  fultan  calls  her,  fhe  cieepsinto  bed  to  him 
at  the  foot  of  the  b;d,  if  the  fultan  does  not  order  her,  by  efpecial  grace,  to  approach 
by  the  fide.  After  a  certain  time,  upon  a  fignal  given  by  the  fultan,  the  governefs  of 
the  girls,  with  all  her  fuite,  enter  the  apartment  and,  with  the  fame  ceremony, 
conduct  her  back  to  the  women's  apartments.  If  fhe  becomes  pregnant,  and  is 
delivered  of  a  boy,  fhe  is  called  fultanefs-mother  ;  for  .  the  fiift  fon,  fhe  has  the  ho- 
nour to  be  crowned,  and  fhe  has  the  liberty  of  forming  her  particular  court,  as  be- 
fore mentioned.  Eunuchs  are  alfo  afligned  for  her  guard  and  particular  fervice.  No 
other  ladies,  though  delivered  of  boys,  are  either  crowned  or  maintained  with  fuch  coft- 
ly  diftinction  as  the  firft ;  but  they  have  their  fervice  apart,  and  handfome  appoint- 
ments. After  the  death  of  the  fultan,  the  mothers  of  the  male  children  are  fliut  up 
in  the  old  feraglio,  from  whence  they  never  can  come  out  any  more,  unlefs  any  of 
their  fons  afcend  the  throne.  Baron  Tott  informs  us,  that  the  female  flave  who 
becomes  the  mother  of  a  fultan,  and  lives  long  enough  to  fee  her  fon  mount  the 
throne,  is  the  only  woman,  who,  at  that  period,  enjoys  the  diftinction  offultana  mo- 
ther. She  is,  till  then,  in  the  interior  of  her  prifon,  with  her  fon.  The  title  of  bache 
kadutt,  principal  woman,  is   the   firft  dignity  of  the  grand  fignior's  harem,  and  fhe 
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hath  a  larger  allowance  than  thofe  who  have  the  title  of  the  fecond,    third,  and  fourth 
woman,  which  are  the  four  free  women  whom  the  koran  allows. 

Origin  and  progress  of  the  Turks.]  The  more  fouthern  and  fertile  parts  of 
Afia,  have,  at  different  periods,  been  conquered  by  that  warlike  and  hardy  race  of 
men,  who  inhabit  the  vaft  country,  known  to  the  ancients  by  the  name  of  Scythia, 
and  among  the  moderns  that  of  Tartary.  One  tribe  of  thefe  people,  called  Turks 
or  Turcomans,  which  name  fignifies  wanderers,  extended  its  conquefts  under  various 
leaders,  and  during  feveral  centuries,  from  the  fhore  of  the  Cafpain  to  the  {traits  of 
the  Dardanelles.  Being  long  refident  in  the  capacity  of  body  guards,  about  the  courts 
of  the  Saracens,  they  embraced  the  doftrine  of  Mahomet,  and  acted,  for  fome  time, 
as  mercenaries  in  the  armies  of  contending  princes.  Their  chief  residence  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mount  Caucafus,  from  whence  they  removed  to  Armenia  Major, 
and,  after  being  employed  as  mercenaries  by  the  fultans  of  Perfia,  they  feized  that 
.kingdom  about  the  year  1037,  aiic^  fpread  their  ravages  over  all  the  neighbouring 
countries.  Boundby  their  religion  to  make  converts  to  Mahometanifm,  they  never 
were  without  a  pretence  for  invading  and  ravaging  the  dominions  of  the  Greek  empe- 
rors, and  w;refometimes  commanded  by  very  able  general?.  Upon  the  declenfion  of 
the  caliphate  or  empire  of  the  Saracens,  they  mide  themfelves  mailers  of  Paleftine.  To 
vifit  the  city  of  Jerufalem  was  then  a  frequent  exertion  of  piety  among  the  chriftians 
of  Europe.  They  had  baen  tolerated  by  the  Saracens,  but  the  Turks  laid  pilgrims  of 
this  kind  under  fuch  heavy  contributions,  andexercifed  {hch  horrible  cruelties  upon  the 
chriftian  inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  gave  rife  to  the  Crufades,  which  we  have  men- 
tioned more  fully  in  the  introduction. 

A  chriftian  kingdom  was  erected  at  Jerufalem  under  Godfrey  of  Boulogne-,  but  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  fucceflbrs  poflefied  power  for   maintaining    it.       The    Turks,  about 
the  year  1299,   had  extended    their  dominions  on  every  fide   and  Othman  feized  fome 
of  the  fineft  provinces  in   Afia.      From  Othman  they  took  the  name  of  Othmans  ;  the 
appellation  of  Turks  being  confidered  by  them  as  a  term  of  reproach.     Othman  was 
fucceeded  by  a  race  of  the  moft  warlike  princes     mentioned   in    hiftory.      About  the 
year,  1357,  they  parted  theHellefpont.  Amurath  fettled  the  feat  of  his  empire  at  Adri- 
anople,  which  he  took  in  the  year  1360.     Under   him  the  order  of  Janizaries  was  ef- 
tablifhed.  Bajizetl.  after  conquering  Bulgaria,  and  defeating  the  Greek  emperor  Si- 
gifmund.  laid  fiege   to  Conflantinople,    in    hopes  of  fubjecting  all  the  Greek  empire. 
His  greatnefs  and  infolence  provoked   Tamerlane,  a  Tartarian  prince,  who  wasjuft 
then  returned  from  his  eaftern  conquefts,  to  declare  war  againft  him.     A  decifive  bat- 
tle was  fought  between  thofe  rival  conquerors,  in  Natolia,   on  the  plain  where  Pom- 
pey  defeated  Mithridates.    The  army  of  Bajazet   was  cut  to  peices,  himfelf  taken  pri- 
soner, and  he  is  reported  to  have  been  (hut  up  in   an  iron  cage,  where  he  ended  his  life. 
The  fucceflbrs  of  Tamerlane,  by  declaring    war  againft  one  another,  left  the  Turks 
more  powerful    than   ever-,  and  though  their   career  was   checked  by  the  valour  of 
rhe  Venetians,  Hungarians,  and  the  famous  Scanderbeg,  a  prince  of  Epirus,  they  gra- 
dually reduced  the  dominions  of  the  Greek  emperors  -,  and,  after  a  long  fiege,  Maho- 
met II.  in   1453,  took  Constantinople.   Thus,  after  an  exiftence  of  ten  centuries,  from 
its    firft  commencement   under  Conftantine,  ended  the  Greek  empire;  an  event  which 
had  been  long  forefeen,  and  which  was  owing  to  many  caufes.     The  chief  were,     the 
total  degeneracy  of"  the  Greek  emperors  themfelves,  their  courts,  and  families  ;     and 
the  diflikethat  their  fubjefts  had  to  the  popes,   and  the    weftern  church,  one  of  their 
patriarchs  declaring  publicly  to  a  Roman    legate,   "  that  he  would  rather  fee  a  turban, 
than  the  pope's  tiara  upon  the  great  altar  of  Conflantinople."  But  as  the  Turks,  when 
they  extended  their  conqueft,  did  not  exterminate,  but  reduce  the  nations  to  fubjection, 
the  remains  of  the  ancient  Greeks  ftill  exift.     The  conqueft  of  Conftantinople  was  fol- 
lowed by    the  fubmiflion  of  Greece. 
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Mahomet  died  in  1481,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Bajazet  II,  who  carried  on  war 
againft  the  Hungarians  and  Venetians,  as  well  as  Perfians  and  Egyptians.  Bajazet 
failing  ill  of  the  gout,  became  indolent,  was  harrafTed  by  family  diffentions,  and  at 
laft,  by  order  of  his  fecond  fon,  Selim,  was  poifoned.  Selim  afterwards  ordered  his 
eldeft  brother  Achmet,  with  many  other  princes  of  the  Ottoman  race,  to  be  ftran- 
gled.  He  defeated  the  Perfians  and  the  prince  of  Mount  Taurus-,  but  being  unable  to 
penetrate  into  Perfia,  he  turned  his  arms  againft  Egypt,  which,  after  many  bloody 
battles,  he  annexed  to  his  own  dominions,  in  the  year  1517,  as  he  did  Aleppo,  Anti- 
och,  Tripoli,  Damnfcus,  Gaza,  and  many  other  towns. 

He  was  fucceeded,  in  1520,  by  his  fon,  Soliman  the  Magnificent;  who,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  differences  which  prevailed  among  the  chriltian  powers,  took  Rhodes. 
1  he  re:gn  of  Soliman,  after  this,  was  a  continual  war  with  thechriftian  powers, 
a-d  generally  fuccefsful,  both  by  fea  and  land.  In  1526,  he  took  Buda,  at  that  time 
the  metropolis  of  Hungary  and  Belgrade,  and  carried  off  near  two  hundred  captives. 
Two  years  afterwards,  he  advanced  into  Auftria  and  befieged  Vienna,  but  retired  on 
the  approach  of  Charles  V.  He  mifcarricd  alfo  in  an  attempt  to  take  the  ifle   of  Malta. 

He  was  fucceeded,  in  t$G6,  by  his  fon,  Selim  II.  In  his  reign,  th:  '  rkifh  marine 
received  a  fatal  blow  from  the  chriftians,  in  the  battle  of  Lepanto.  Selim,  however, 
took  Cyptus,  from  the  Venetians,  and  Tunis  in  Africa,  from  the  Moors.  He  was 
fucceeded  in  1575,  by  his  fon  Amurath  III.  who  forced  the  Perfians  to  cede  Taurus, 
Tefiis,  and  many  other  cities  to  the  Turks.  He  IikewHe  took  the  important  fortrefs  o>' 
Rr.ab,  in  Hungary  •,  and  in  1593,  was  fucceeded  by  Mahomet  III.  The  memory  o- 
this  prince  is  difgraced  by  his  ordering  nineteen  of  his  brothers  to  be  ftrangled,  an. 
ten  of  his  father's  concubines,  fuppofed  to  be  pregnant,  to  be  thrown  into  the  fea. 
Pie  was  often  unfuccefsful  in  his  wars  with  the  chriftians;  and  in  1604,  died  of  the 
plague.  Though  his  fuccefior  Achmet  was  beaten  by  the  Perfians,  yet  in  j6c6,  he 
forced  the  Auftrians  to  a  treaty  and  to  confent  that  he  fhould  keep  what  he  was  pof- 
fefied  of  in  Hungary.  Ofnnn,  a  prince  no  more  than  fixteen  \ears  of  age,  being  unfuc- 
ccfsful  againft  the  Poles,  was  put  to  death  by  the  j  inizaries,  whofe  power  he  intended 
to  have  reduced.  Morad  IV.  fucceeded  in  1623,  and  took  Bagdad  from  the  Perfians. 
His  brother  Ibrahim,  who  fucceeded  him  in  1040,  was  a  worthlefs  inactive  pi ince, 
and  in  1648  was  ftrangled  by  the  janizaries.  His  fuccefior  Mahomet  IV.  took  Can- " 
dia  from  the  Venetains,  after  it  had  been  befieged  for  thirty  years.  A  bloody  war 
fucceeded  between  the  Imperialifts  and  the  Turks  in  which  the  latter  were  fo  fuccefs- 
ful, that  they  laid  fiege  to  Vienna,  but  were  forced  to  raife  it  with  great  lofs.  Ma- 
homet was,  in  1697,  fhut  up  in  prifon  bv  his  fubjecls,  and  fucceeded  by  his  brother 
Soliman  II. 

The  Turks  continued  unfuccefsful  in  their  wars  during  his  reign,  and  that  of 
his  brother  and  fuccefior,  Achmet  II.  :  but  Muftapha  II.  who  mounted  the  throne  in 
1694,  headed  his  armies  inperfon.  After  feme  briik  campaigns,  he  was  defeated  by 
prince  Eugene  ;  and  the  peace  of  Carlowitz,  between  the  imperialifts  and  Turks, 
was  concluded  in  1699.  Soon  after,  Muftapha  was  depofed,  his  mufti  was  beheaded, 
and  his  brother  Achmet  III.  mounted  the  throne.  He  was  a  prince  who  gavefhel- 
ter,  at  Bender,  to  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  ;  and  ended  a  war  with  the  Ruffians,  by 
a  peace  concluded  at  Pruth.  When  the  Ruffian  army  was  furrounded  without  hopes 
cfefcape,  the  Czarir.a  inclined  the  grand-vizir  to  peace  by  a  prefent  of  all  the  mo- 
ney, plate,  and  jewels  that  were  in  the  army  -,  the  Ruffians  alfo  delivered  up  to  the 
Turks,  Afoph,  Kaminieck  and  Taiganrog,  and  agreed  to  evacuate  Poland.  Achmet 
afterwards  made  war  on  the  Venetians,  which  alarirud  all  the  chriftian  powers.  The 
fcene  of  action  was  transferred  to  Hungary,  where  the  imperial  general,  prince  Eu- 
genr.  (  avf  fo  many  defeats  to  the  Ottomans,  that  they  were  forced  to  concluc'c  a  dif- 
graceful  peace,  at  Paffarowitz  In  i^iiJ.     An   unfortunate  war  with  the  Perfians  under 
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Kouli  Khan,  following,  the  populace,  demanded  the  heads  of  the  vizir,  the  chief  ad- 
miral, and  fecretary,  which  were  accordingly  ftruck  off-,  but  the  fultan  alfo  was  de- 
pofed,  and  Mahomet  V.  advanced  to  the  throne.  He  was  unfuccefsful  in  his  wars 
with  Kouli  Khan,  and  at  laft  obliged  to  recognife  that  ufurper  as  king  of  Perfia. 
He  was,  next,  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  imperialifts  and  Ruffians  ;  againft  the  for- 
mer he  was  victorious  ;  but  the  fucceffes  of  the  latter,  which  threatened  Conftantinople 
itfelf,  forced  him  to  agree  to  a  treaty  with  the  emperor,  and  after  that  another  with 
the   Ruffians  which  was  greatly  to  their  advantage.      Mahomet  died  in  1754. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Ofman  II.  who  died  in  1757,  and  was  fueceeded 
by  his  brother  Mu ftapha   III.   who  died   on  the   21  of  January,    1774,  whil ft  enga- 
ged in   an  unfuccefsful  war  with  the   Ruffians,    of  which  fome  account  has  been  al- 
ready given  in  the  hiftory   of  that  country.      In  the  courfe  of  this  war,  a  confidera- 
ble  Ruffian  fleet  was  fitted  out,  which  fet  fail  from  the  Baltic,  with  a  view  of  attack- 
ing the  remote  parts  of  the  Archipelago.     This  fleet  having  arrived  at   Minorca,  de- 
parted from  thence  in  the  beginning  of  February,  1770,  for  the  Morea.   CountOrlow 
having   difemharked   fuch    land  forces  as  he   had  with  him  at  Maina,  which    lies  a 
little  to  the  weftward  of  cape  Metapan,  and  about  fifty  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Mi- 
fitra,  the  ancient  Sparta  ;    the  Mainotes,  and  the  defcendants  of  the  Lacedemonians, 
and  who  ftill  poffefs  the  country  of  their  anceftors,  under  Subjection  to  the  grand-fign- 
ior,   ran  to  arms  in  every  quarter,  and  joined  the  Russians  by  thoufands.      The  other 
Greeks  followed  their  example,  and  the  whole  Morea  was  inftantly  in  motion.     The 
open  country  was  quickly  over-run,  and  Mifitra,  Arcadia,  and  feveral  other  places,  as 
fpeedily  taken  ;   while  the  Russian  fhips,  that  had  been  feparated,  or  put  into  Italy, 
arrived  fuccessively,  and  landed  their  men  in  different  quarters,  where  every  fmall  de- 
tachment foon  fwelled  to  a  little  army,  and   the  Turks  were  every  where  attacked  or 
intercepted.     In  the  mean  time,  the  Greeks  gave  the  utmoft  loofe  to  their  revenge, 
and  every  where   Slaughtered   the  Turks  without   mercy  •,    the  rage  and  fury   with 
which  the  inhabitants  on  the  continent  were   feized,    extended  itfelf  to  the  iflands, 
where  alfo  the  Turks  were  maffacred  in  great  numbers.     They  were,   indeed,  unable 
to  make  head  againft  the  Russians  and  Greeks   in  the  field;   their   only  protection 
was  found  within  their  fortreffes.     The  malcontents  had  fo  much  increased  fince  the 
firft  debarkation  of  the   Russians,  that   they  invefted  Napoli  di  Romania,    Corinth, 
and  the  caftle  of  Patras,  with  feveral  other  places  oflefsnote.     But  whilft  they  were 
employed  in  thefe  enterprifes,   an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  compofed  chiefly  of 
Albanians  and  Epirotes,  entered  the  Morea,  commanded  by  Serafkier,   bafha  of  Bof- 
nia.     This  Turkifh  general  recovered  all  the  northern  part  of  the  peninfula,    as   foon 
as  he  appeared  in    it ;   and  all  the  Greeks  who  were  found  in   arms,  or  out  of  their 
villages,  were  inftantly  put  to  death.     The  Russians  were  now  driven  back   to   their 
fhips  ;  but  about  the  fame  time  another  Russian  fquadron,  commanded  by   admiral 
Elphinfton,  arrived  from  England,  to  reinforce  count  Orlow's  armament.    The  Tur- 
kifh fleet  alfo  appeared,   and  an  obftinate  engagement  was  fought   in  the  channel  of 
Scio,  which  divides  that  ifland  from  Natolia,  or  the  Leffer  Afia.    The  Turkifh  fleet 
was  confiderably  fuperior  in  force,  confiding  of  fifteen  fhips  of  the  line,   from  fixty  to 
ninety  guns,  befides  a  number  of  chebeques   and  gallies,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
near  thirty  fail  ;  the  Russians  had  only  ten  fhips  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates.  Spiri- 
tof,  a  Russian  admiral,  encountered  the  captain  pacha,    in  the  Sultane  of  ninety  guns, 
yard-arm  and  yard-arm  •,  they  both  fought  with  the  greateft  fury,  and  at  length  run 
fo  clofe,  that  they  locked  themfelves  together  with  grapling  irons  and  other  tackling. 
In  this  fituation,    the   Russians,    by  throwing   hand-granades    from   the   tops,  fet 
the  Turkifh  fhip  on  fire,  and  as  they  could  not  now  be  difentangled,  both  veffels  were 
in  a  little  time  equally  in  flames.  Thus  dreadfully  circumftanced,  without  poffibility 
offuccour,  they  at  length  blew  up  with  a  moft  terrible  explofion.     The  command- 
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ersandfome  of  the  principal  officers  on  both  fides  were  faved ;  but  the  crews  were 
almoft  totally  loft.  The  action  continued  till  night  with  not  much  advantage  on  either 
fide.  When  it  became  dark,  the  Turkifh  fleet  cut  their  cables  and  ran  into  a  bay  on 
the  coaft  of  Natolia.  The  Ruffians  furrounded  them,  thus  clofely  pent  up,  and  in 
the  night  fome  fire-fhips  were  conveyed  among  the  Turkifti  fleet.  The  fire  took  place 
fo  effectually,  that  in  five  hours,  the  whole  fleet  was  deftroyed  ;  except  one  man  of 
war  and  a  few  gallies  that  were  towed  off  by  the  Russians.  The  victors  entered  the 
harbour,  and  cannonaded  the  town,  and  a  caftle  that  protected  it,  with  fuch  fuccefs 
that  a  fhot  having  blown  up  the  powder  magazine  in  the  latter,  both  were  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  rubbifh.  Thus  was  there  fcarcely  a  veftige  left,  at  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
of  a  town,  a  caftle,  and  a  fine  fleet,  which  had  been  all  in  exiften.ce  at  one  of  the 
fame  morning. 

Some  of  the  principal  military  tranfactions  by  land,  in  the  war  between  Russia  and 
Turkey,  have  been  already  noticed  in  our  account  of  the  former  empire.  The  king 
ofPrussia  compares  the  fuperiority  of  the  Russians  over  the  Turks,  to  that  of  the  one- 
eyed  beating  the  blind.  A  minute  narrative  of  this  conteft  could  prefent  but  little- 
entertainment,  and  fttll  lefs  fatisfaction  to  any  reader.  Every  campaign  was  polluted 
by  acts  of  the  moft  favage  ferocity.  We  ftiall  here  only  add,  that,  after  a  very  un- 
fortunate war  on  the  fide  of  the  Turks,  peace  was  concluded  between  them  and  the 
Russians,  on  the  ?ift  of  July,  1774,  a  few  months  after  the  accession  of  Achmet  IV. 
The  preceding  emperor  Muftapha  III.  left  a  fon,  then  only  in  his  thirteenth  year  ; 
but  as  he  was  too  young  to  manage  the  reins  of  government,  Muftapha  appointed  his 
brother  Achmet,  to  fucceed  himfelf  in  the  throne.  To  this  prince,  under  the  ftrongeft 
terms  of  recommendation,  he  confided  the  care  of  his  infant  fon. 

Abdul  Harried,  or  Achmet  IV.  grand  fignior,  born  1710,  fucceeded  to  the  throne 
of  Turkey,  21ft  of  January,    1774,  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Muftapha. 

The  war  of  1787  between  Turkey  and  Russiahas  already  been  mentioned.  Achmet, 
afovereign  of  a  very  amiable,  and  intelligent  character,  died  the  7th  of  April  17^9, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  Selim  IIL  This  young  tyrant  began  his  career  by  the  execution 
of  the  grand  vifir,  who  had  fupported  a  campaign  againft  the  Auftrians  with  unex- 
pected fucceis.  To  this  affassination  the  fubfequent  bad  fuccefs  of  the  Ottomans  was, 
in  fome  meafure,  afcribed.  This  vifir,  whofe  name  was  Yflbuf,  will  be  known  to 
pofterity  as  the  patron  of  the  Turkifb.  Encyclopedia  ;  a  remarkable  production  in  the 
literary  world.. 
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Situation  and  Extent.. 

Miles-.  Degrees-. 

Length  4000-1    ,  r  50  and  150  eaft  longitude. 

Greateft  Breadth  2400/  )  30  and  72  north  latitude. 

Boundaries. ]rT"\HE  reader  cannot  depend  upon  the  accounts  given  by  geographers,, 

J_   of  the  extent,  limits,  and  fituation  of  thefe  vaft  regions.     Even 

the  emprefs  of  Russia  and   her  miniftry  are  ignorant  of  her   precife  limits  with  the 

Chinefe,  the  Perfians,  and   other  nations.     Tartary,  taken   in  its  fulleft  extent,  is 

bounded  by  the  Frozen  Ocean  on  the  north  •,  by  the  Pacific  Ocean,  on  the  eaft  ;  by 

China,  India,  Pcrfia,  and  the  Cafpian  Sea,  on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  Mufcovy,  on  the  weflL 
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DIVISIONS.  CHIEF  TOWNS.  Sq.  M. 

Kamtfchatka  Tartars,  Knmtfchatka, 

Jakutfkoi  Tartars,  Jakutfkoi. 

Bratfki,  Bratfki,  1  R 

Thibet  and  Mogul  Tartars,  Thibet,  Polon,  Kudak,  /        9° 5^° 

Samoieda,      -  Mangafia, 

Oftiak,  Kortfkoi, 

Circassian  and  Aftrachan  Tartary,     Terki,  Aftrachan, 

Siberia,  Tobolfk, 

Kalmuck  Tartary*  Bokharia,  850,000 

Uflbeck  Tartary,  Samarcand.  339,840 

Kamtfchatka  is  a  great  peninfula,  which  extends,  from  north  to  fouth,  about  fevert 
degrees,  thirty  minutes.  It  is  divided  into  four  diftricts,  Bolcherefk,  Tigilskaia  Kre- 
poft,  Verchnei  or  Upper  Kamtfchatkoi  Oftrog,  and  Nifhnei  or  Lower  Kamtfcatkoi 
Oftrog. 

Mountains.]  The  principal  mountains  are  Caucafus,  in  Circassia,  and  the  moun- 
tains of  Taurus  and  Ararat,  fo  contiguous  to  it,  that  they  appear  like  a  continuation 
of  the  fame  mountain,  which  croffes  all  Afia,  from  Mingrelia,  to  the  Indies,  and  the 
mountains  of  Stolp,  in  the  north. 

Seas.]     Thefe  are  the  Frozen  Ocean,  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  Cafpian  Sea. 

Rivers.]  The  principal  rivers  are,  the  Wolga,  which  runs  a  courfe  of  two  thoufand 
miles  ;  the  Oby,  which  divides  Afia  from  Europe  •,  the  Tabol,  Irtis,  Genefa  or 
Jenfka;  the  Burrumpooter,  the  Lena,  and  the  Argun,  which  laft  divides  the  Russian 
and  Chinefe  empires. 

Air,  climate,  soil,  7  The  air  of  this  country  is  very  various,  by  reafon  of  its  vaft 
and  produce.  _J  extent  from  north  to  fouth;  the  northern  parts  ftretch  be- 
yond the  arctic  polar  circle  and  the  fouthern  lie  in  the  fame  latitudes  with  Spain, 
France,  Italy,  and  part  of  Turkey. 

Nova  Zembla,  and  Russian  Lapland,  are  moft  uncomfortable  regions.  The  earth, 
which  is  covered  with  fnow  for  nine  months  in  the  year,  is  extremely  barren,  and 
every  where  incumbered  with  unwholefome  marfh.es,  uninhabited  mountains,  and 
impenetrable  woods.  The  climate  of  Siberia  is  cold,  but  the  air  pure  and  wholefome  •, 
and  Mr.  Tooke  obferves,  that  its  inhabitants,  in  all  probability,  would  live  to  an  ex- 
treme old  age,  if  they  were  not  fo  much  addicted  to  the  abufe  offpiritous  liquors. 
Siberia  produces  rye,  oats,  and  barley,  almoft  to  the  60th  degree  of  northern  latitude. 
Cabbages,  radilhes,  turnips,  and  cucumbers,  thrive  here  tolerably  well ;  but  fcarcely 
any  other  greens.  All  experiments  to  bring  fruit  trees  to  bear,  have  hitherto  proved 
vain.  Yet  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  induftry  and  patience  may,  at  length,  over- 
come the  rudenefs  of  the  climate.  Currants  and  ftrawberries,  of  feveral  forts,  are 
faid  to  grow  here  in  as  great  perfection  as  in  Englifh  gardens.  There  are  no  bees  in 
Siberia.  Aftrachan,  and  the  fouthern  parts  of  Tartary,  are  extremely  fertile,  owing 
more  to  nature  than  induftry.  The  parts  that  are  cultivated,  produce  excellent  fruits 
of  almoft  all  kinds  known  in  Europe,  efpecially  grapes,  which  are  reckoned  the  largeft 
and  fineft  in  the  world.  Their  fummers  are  very  dry-,  and  from  the  end  of  July  to 
the  beginning  of  October,  the  air  is  filled,  and  the  vegetation  fometimes  wafted,  by 
incredible  quantities  of  locufts.  Mr.  Bell,  who  travelled  with  the  Russian  ambaffador 
to  China,  reprefents  fome  parts  of  Tartary  as  inviting  and  fertile  countries,  the  grafs 
growing  fpontaneoufly  to  an  amazing  height.  Thibet  is  the  higheft  province  in  Afia, 
and  forms  a  portion  of  that  elevated  region,  which  gives  rife  to  the  rivers  of  India  and 
China,  and  to  thofe  of  Siberia  and  other  parts  of  Tartary. 

Metals  and  minerals.]  It  is  faid  that  Siberia  cgntains  mines  of  gold,  filver^ 
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copper,  iron,  jafper,  lapis  lazuli,  and  loadftones  ;  a  fort  of  large  teeth,  found  here,  cre- 
ate fome  difpute  among  the  naturalifts,  whether  they  belong  to  elephants,  or  are  a 
marine  production. 

Animals.]  Thefe  are  camels,  dromedaries,  bears,  wolves,  and  all  the  other  land 
and  amphibious  animals  common  in  the  northern  parts  of  Europe.  The  horfes  are  of 
a  good  fize  for  the  faddle,  and  very  hardy.  As  they  run  wild  till  they  are  five  or  fix 
years  old,  they  are  generally  headftrong.  Near  Aftrachan,  there  is  a  bird  called  by  the 
Ruffians  baba,  of  a  grey  colour,  and  fomewhat  larger  than  a  fwan  ;  he  has  a  broad 
bill,  under  which  hangs  a  bag  that  may  contain  a  quart  or  more  •,  he  wades  near 
the  edge  of  a  river,  and,  en  feeing  a  fhoal  or  fry  of  fmall  fifhes,  fpreads  his  wings  and 
drives  them  to  a  fhallow,  where  he  fwallows  as  many  of  them  as  he  can  put  into  his 
bag,  and  then  going  afhore,  eats  them  or  carries  them  to  his  young.  Some  travellers 
take  this  bird  to  be  the  pelican. 

The  forefts  of  Siberia  are  well  flocked  with  a  variety  of  animals,  fome  of  which 
are  not  to  be  found  in  other  countries.  Thefe  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  food  and 
clothing  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  furnifh  them  with  commodities  for  an  advantageous 
trade.  Siberia  may  be  confidered  as  the  native  country  of  black  foxes,  fables,  and  er- 
mines, the  fkins  of  which  are  fuperior  tothofe  of  any  other  part  of  the  world,  Horfes 
and  cattle  are  in  great  plenty,  and  fold  at  low  prices. 

Population,  inhabitants,  manners,  ")  The  populoufnefs  of  Tartary  is  far 
customs,  diversions,  and  dress.  j  from  being  porportionable  to  its  ex- 
tent. The  inhabitants  are,  in  general,  ftrong  made,  flout  men  •,  their  faces  broad, 
their  nofes  fhttifh,  their  eyes  fmall  and  black,  but  very  quick-,  their  beards  are  fcarce- 
ly  vifible,  as  they  continually  pull  up  the  hairs  by  the  roots. 

Circaffian  women  are  a  ftaple  commodity,  for  parents  make  no  fcruple  of  filling 
their  daughters  to  recruit  the  feraglios  of  the  great  men  of  Turkey  and  Perfia.  They 
are  purchafed,  when  young,  by  merchants,  and  taught  fuch  accomplifhments  as  fuit 
their  capacities,  to  render  them  more  valuable  againft  the  day  of  fale.  Mr.  Peyffon- 
nelfays,  that  the  girls  of  this  nation  enjoy  the  exclufive  privilege  of  being  admitted 
to  the  bed  of  the  grand  fignior. 

According  to  Mr.  Bruce,  the  Circaffian  women  are  extremely  well  fhaped,  with 
exceedingly  fine  features,  fmooth,  clear  complexions,  beautiful  black  eyes,  which, 
with  their  black  hair  hanging  in  two  treffes,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  face,  give  them  a 
moft  lovely  appearance.  They  wear  a  black  coif  on  their  heads,  covered  with  a  fine 
white  cloth  tied  under  the  chin.  During  the  fummer  they  all  wear  only  a  fmock  of 
various  colours,  open  fo  low  before,  that  their  chaftity  feems  at  leaft  very  doubtful. 
The  apparel  of  the  men  of  Circassia  is  much  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Nagayan  Tar- 
tars, but  their  caps  are  larger,  and  their  clokes,  which  are  of  coarfe  cloth  or  fheep- 
fkins,  are  fattened  only  at  the  neck  with  a  ftring,  and  as  they  are  too  fmall  to  cover 
the  whole  body,  they  turn  them  round  according  to  the  wind  and  weather. 

The  Tartars  are,  in  general,  great  wanderers  ;  they  fet  out  in  the  fpring  ;  their 
number  in  one  body  being  frequently  ten  thoufand,  preceded  by  their  flocks  and 
herds.  When  they  come  to  an  inviting  fpot,  they  live  upon  it  till  all  its  grafs  and 
verdure  have  been  eaten  up.  They  have  no  money,  except  what  they  get  from  their 
neighbours  the  Ruffians,  Perfians,  or  Turks,  in  exchange  for  cattle  ;  with  this  they 
purchafe  cloth,  filks,  fluffs,  and  other  apparel  for  their  women.  They  have  few  me- 
chanics, except  thofe  who  make  arms.  They  avoid  all  labour  as  the  greateft  flavery  : 
their  employment  is  tending  their  flocks,  hunting,  and  managing  their  horfes.  If 
they  are  angry  with  a  perfon,  they  wifh  that  be  may  be  condemned  to  live  in  one 
fixed  place,  to  work  like  a  Ruffian,  and  to  be  nourifhed  with  the  top  of  a  weed.  Among 
themfe Ives  they  are  focial,  and  to  ftrangers  and  travellers,  who  confidently  put  them- 
fclves  under  thqir  protection,  they  are  (aid  to  be  hofpitable.     Their  temper  is  eafy 
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chearful,  dlfpofed  to  laughter,  and  feldom  depreffed  by  care  or  melancholy.  There 
is  a  ftrong  refemblance  between  the  northern  and  independent  Tartars,  and  fome  na- 
tions of  Canada  in  North  America  •,  particularly,  when  any  of  their  people  are  in- 
firm through  great  age,  or  feized  with  diftempers,  reckoned  incurable,  they  make  a 
fmall  hut  for  the  patient,  in  which  they  leave  him  with  fome  provifions,  and  feldom 
or  never  return  to  vifit  him.  On  fuch  occafions,  they  fay  that  they  do  their  parents  a 
good  office,  in  fending  them  to  a  better  world. 

The  Tartars,  from  their  infancy,  are  inured  to  horfemanmip.  They  feldom  appear 
on  foot.  They  are  fo  dexterous  in  (hooting  at  a  mark,  that  a  Tartar  at  full  gallop,  and 
even  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  will  make  an  arrow  fplit  a  pole.  The  drefs  of  the  men 
generally  confifts  of  a  fhort  jacket,  with  narrow  fleeves  made  of  deer  (kin,  having 
the  fur  outward  ;  trowfers  and  hofe  of  the  fame  kind  of  (kin,  both  of  one  piece,  and 
light  to  the  limbs.  The  Tartars  live  in  huts  half  funk  under  ground;  they  have  a 
fire  in  the  middle,  with  a  hole  in  the  top  to  let  out  the  fmoke,  and  benches  round  the 
fire  to  fit  or  lie  upon.  This  feems  to  be  the  common  method  of  living  among  all  the 
northern  nations,  from  Lapland  eaftward,  to  the  Japanefe  ocean.  In  the  remoteft  nor- 
thern provinces,  every  family,  during  the  winter,  burrows  itfelf  under  ground  ;  and 
we  are  told,  that  they  make  fubterraneous  communications  with  each  other,  fo  that 
they  may  be  faid  to  live  in  invisible  villages.  The  Tartars  are  immoderately  fond  of 
horfe  fkih,  efpecially  if  it  be  young,  and  a  little  tainted.  Their  cabins  are  extremely 
naufeous.  Though  horfe-flefh  be  preferred  raw  by  fome  northern  tribes,  the  general 
way  of  eating  it,  is,  after  it  has  been  fmoked  and  dried.  The  Tartars  purchafe  their 
wives  with  cattle.  In  their  marriages  no  great  difference  is  made  between  the  child 
of  a  concubine  or  flave,  and  that  of  the  wife ;  but  among  the  heads  of  tribes,  the 
wife's  fon  rs-always  preferred  to  the  fucceffion.  After  a  wife  has  turned  of  fortv, 
fhe  is  employed  in  menial  duties  as  a  fervant,  and  as  fuch,  attends  the  young  wife 
who  fucceeds  to  the  place.     A  father  has  fometimes  married  his  own  daughter. 

The  defendants  of  the  old  inhabitants  of  Siberia  are  moft  of  them  idolaters. 
They  confift  of  many  nations,  different  from  each  other  in  their  modes  of  life,  in  re- 
ligion, language,  and  afpeft.  A  few  of  them-  breed  cattle,  others  follow  hunting,  and 
a  very  fmall  number  pay  fome  attention  to  agriculture.  The  population  of  Siberia 
has  been  much  increaied,  fince  it  became  a  Ruffian  province-,  for  the  Ruffians  have 
founded  a  number  of  towns,  fortreffes,  and  villages;  yet  it  prefents  but  avoid  and 
defertview;  fince,  by  its  extent,  it  is  capable  of  fupporting  feveral  millions  of  peo- 
ple more  than  itatprefent  contains. 

Religion.]  The  religion  of  the  Tartars  is  varioufly  modified  by  that  of  their 
neighbours;  for  it  partakes  of  the  Mahometan,  the  Gentoo,  the  Greek,  and  even 
the  Roman  catholic  religions.  Some  worfhip  fmall  images  dreffed  up  in  rags.  Each 
has  his  own  deity,  with  whom  he  makes  very  free  when  matters  do  not  go  according 
to  his  mind. 

Though  we  are  informed  that  the  Circassians  ufe  circumcifion,  yet  they  have 
neither  prieft,  alcoran,  nor  mofque,  like  the  Mahometans.  Every  perfon  here  of- 
fers his  own  facrifice  at  pleafure,  for  which,  certain  days  are  eftablifhed,  rather 
by  cultom  than  any  pofitive  command.  Their  moft  folemn  facrifice  is  offered  at  the 
death  of  their  neareft  relations,  upon  which  occafion  both  men  and  women  meet  in 
the  field,  to  be  prefent  at  the  offering,  which  is  a  he-goat ;  and  having  killed,  they 
flay  it,  and  ftretch  the  fkin,  with  the  head  and  horns  on,  upon  a  crofs  at  the  top 
of  a  long  pole,  placed  commonly  in  a  quickfet  hedge,  to  keep  the  cattle  from  it. 
Near  this  place  the  facrifice  is  offered  by  boiling  and  roafting  the  flefh,  which  they 
afterwards  eat.  When  the  feaft  has  ended,  the  men  rife,  pay  their  adoration  to  the 
fkin,  and  mutter  certain  prayers.  The  women  then  withdraw,  and  the  men  con- 
elude  the  ceremony  with  drinking  fpiritous  liquors,  and  often  with  a  quarre-1. 

Vol.  II.  q^  *        '" 
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But  the  religion  and  government  of  the  kingdom  of  Thibet,  and  LafTa,  a  large 
trad;  of  Tartary,  bordering  upon  China,  are  moft  worthy  of  attention.  The  Thi- 
betians  are  governed  by  the  grand  or  delai  lama,  who  is  not  only  worfhipped 
by  them,  but  is  alfo  the  great  object  of  adoration  for  the  various  tribes  of  Tartars, 
who  rove  through  the  vaft  traft  of  continent  which  ftretches  from  the  banks  of  the 
Wolga,to  Korea,  on  the  fea  of  Japan.  He  is  not  only  the  fovereign  pontiff,  but  the  more 
remote  Tartars  abfolutely  regard  him  as  the  Deity  himfelf.  They  believe  him  to  be 
immortal,  and  endowed  with  all  knowledge  and  virtue.  Every  year  multitudes,  from 
different  regions,  throng  to  worfhip  and  to  make  rich  offerings  at  his  ferine  ;  even  the 
emperor  of  China,  who  is  a  Manchcu  Tartar,  acknowledges  him  in  his  religious  ca- 
pacity. The  lama  is  tributary  to  the  emperor,  who  entertains,  in  the  palace  of  Peking, 
an  inferior  lama,  deputed  as  his  nuncio  from  Thibet.  The  opinion  of  thofe  who 
are  reputed  the  moft  orthodox  among  the  Thibetians,  is,  that  when  the  Grand  Lama 
feems  to  die,  either  of  old  age  or  infirmity,  his  foul  in  fact  only  quits  a  crazy  habi- 
tation, to  look  for  another  younger  or  better,  and  he  is  difcovered  again  in  the  body 
of  fome  child,  by  certain  tokens,  known  only  to  the  lamas  or  priefts,  in  which  order 
he  always  appears.  In  1774,  the  grand  lama  was  an  infant,  which  had  been  difcovered 
fome  time  before  by  the  Tayofhoo  lama,  who,  in  authority  and  fanctity  of  charac- 
ter, is  next  to  the  grand  lama,  and,  during  his  minority,  acts  as  chief.  The  la- 
mas, who  form  the  moft  powerful  body  in  the  ftate,  have  the  pruft-hood  entirely 
in  their  hands  •,  and  befides,  fill  up  many  monaftic  orders,  which  are  held  in  grtat 
veneration  among  them.  The  refidence  of  the  Grand  lama  is  at  Patoli,  a  vaft  palace 
on  a  mountain  near  the  banks  of  the  Burampooter,  about  feven  miles  from  Laffa. 
The  Englifh  Eaft  India  company  made  a  treaty  with  the  Lama  in  1774*.  The  reli- 
gion of  Thibet,  in  many  refpects,  differs  from  that  of  the  Indian  bramins,  y;t  in 
others,  has  a  great  affinity  to  it.  The  Thibetans  Inve  a  great  veneration  for  the 
cow,  and  fcr  the  waters  of  the  Ganges.  Indian  pilgrims  often  vifit  Thibet  as  an 
holy  place,  and  the  lama  always  entertains  a  b~dy  of  f.vo  or  three  hundred  in  his 
pay.  Befides  his  religious  influence  and  authority,  the  grand  lama  is  pciTeffed  of 
unlimited  power  throughout  his  dominions,  which  are  very  extenfive,  and  ftretch 
to  Bengal. 

Another  religion,  very  prevalent  among  the  Tartars,  is  that  ofSchr.mr.nifm.  The 
profeffors  of  this  religious  feet  believe  in  one  fupreme  God,  the  creator  of  all  things. 
They  believe  that  he  loves  his  creation,  and  all  his  creatures  •,  that  he  knows  every 
thing,  and  is  all  powerful  •,  but  that  he  pays  no  attention  to  the  particular  actions  of 
men,  being  too  great  for  them  to  be  able  to  offend  him,  or  do  any  thing  that  can  be 
meritorious  in  his  fight.  They  alfo  maintain,  that  the  fupreme  Being  has  divided 
the  government  of  the  world  and  the  deftiny  of  men,  among  a  great  number  of 
fubaltern  divinities,  whofe  protection  muft  be  courted.  They  likewife  fuppofe  that, 
for  the  moft  part,  thefe  inferior  deities  abominate  and  punifh  premeditated  vil- 
lainy, fraud,  and  cruelty.  They  are  perfuaded  of  a  future  exiftence ;  and  they 
have  many  fuperftitious  notions  and  practices.  They  confider  women  as  inferior  to 
men,  created  only  for  their  fenfual  pleafures,  to  people  the  world,  and  to  lock  after 
houfehold  affairs.    The  fex  are  treated  by  the  Tartars  with  feverity  and  contempt. 

Learning.]  Under  Zingis  Khan,  Tamerlane  and  their  early  defcendanrs,  Aftra- 
chan  and  the  neighbouring  countries  were  feats  of  fome  learning  as  well  as  of  em- 
pire and  magnificence.  Remains  of  their  architecture  are  ftill  extant;  but  in  fpets 
defolate  and  almoft  inacceffible.  Some  years  ago,  there  was  publifhed  an  Englifh  ver-' 
lion  of  the  inftitutes  of  Timur,  written  by  himfelf.     The  volume  is  of  undoubted  au- 

The  fort  of  Dellaincona,  which  commanded  the  principal  pass  through  the  ridge  of  the  Bootan  mountains,  \vasta« 
ken  by  storm,  by  captain  Jones,  in  1773,  and  the  fame  of  this  exploit  made  the  Thibetans  sue  for  peace. 
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thenticity  •,  and,  every  circumftance  confidered,  the  waiter  can  lofe  nothing  by  a 
comparison  with  Xenophon,  with  Caefar,  or  with  Frederic.  There  is  another  work 
of  Ti-nur  ext3tit  in  the  Mogul  empire,  comprehending  a  hiftorv  of  his  campaigns  ; 
and  hopes  are  indulged  that  a  translation  of  this  performance  alfo  may  be  obtained. 
Among  the  Tartars,  itisfaid,  that  the  encouragement  of  learning  was  the  firft  care 
of  the  prince,  and  it  was  generally  cultivated  by  his  own  relations  or  principal  gran- 
dees. They  wrote  in  the  Perfian  and  Arabic  tongues  •,  and  their  hiftories,  many 
of  which  arc  ftill  extant  in  manufcript,  carry  with  them  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  au- 
thenticity. 

Curiosities.]  Thefe  are  comprehended  in  the  remains  of  the  buildings  left  by 
the  abovementioned  barbarous  conquerors  and  their  fwcceflbrs.  Remains  of  ditches 
and  ramparts  are  frequently  met  with,  which  formerly  either  furrounded  fmall  towns, 
now  quite  demolifhed,  or  defended  camps,  forts,  orcaftles,  the  veStiges  of  which  are 
often  to  be  difcovered.  The  Tartarian  Suburb  of  Kafimof,  on  the  Oha,  ftems  to  have 
been  the  refidence  of  fome  khan.  In  the  midftof  the  ruins  of  that  citv,  is  a  round  and 
elevated  tower,  called  in  their  language  Mifquir,  a  fort  of  temple.  Here  are  alio  frag- 
ments of  the  walls  of  a  palace  •,  and  in  one  of  the  burial  p'aces,  is  a  very  considerable 
maufoleum,  all  which  edifices  are  built  of  hewn  ftone  and  bricks.  From  an  Arabic 
infcription,  we  learn,  that  the  khan  Schagali  was  buried  there  in  the  nine  hundred 
and  Sixty  fecond  year  of  the  hegira,  or  the  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twentieth  of 
the  christian  era.  Near  Mount  Caucafus  are  Mill  very  considerable  remains  of  Madfchar, 
a  celebrated  city  of  former  times.  Near  Derbent,  are  numerous  tombs  covered  by 
cylindrical  Stones,  with  Arabic  infcriptions.  In  the  environs  of  Aftrachan,  the  ruins 
of  the  ancient  city  are  very  visible  ;  and  the  rubbifh  and  ramparts  of  another  town  ftill 
exift  near  Tzaritzin,  on  the  left  Shore  of  the  Wolga.  A  little  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Kema,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Wolga,  are  many  fuperb  monuments  of  the  anci- 
ent city  of  Bulgaria,  confifting  of  towers,  mofques,  houfes  and  fe-pulchres,  all  built 
of  ftone  or  brick.  The  oldeft  epitaphs  have  been  infcribed  for  more  than  eleven  centu- 
ries, and  the  moft  modern  at  leaft  four  hundred  years.  Not  fir  from  hence,  on 
a  fmall  liver  that  runs  into  the  Wolga,  are  found  ruins  fomewhat  more  injured  by  the 
depredations  of  time.  They  are  thofe  of  Boulymer,  an  ancient  and  very  Gonfiderable 
city  of  the  Bulgarians.  The  Tartars  have  ereded  upon  its  ruins  the  fmall  town  of 
Bi'yaiiSk. 

In  the  fortrefs  of  Kafm,  is  a  monument  of  the  ancient  Tartarian  kingdom  of  that 
name.  Its  lofty  walls  are  fo  broad,  that  they  ferve,  at  prefent,  for  ramparts  ;  the  tur- 
rets of  which,  as  well  as  the  old  palace  of  the  khan,  are  built  of  hewn  ftone.  Af- 
cending  the  river  Kafanha,  we  meet  with  epitaphs,  and  the  ftrong  ramparts  of  the  old 
KaSan.  Near  the  Oula  are  cemeteries  full  of  innumerable  infcriptions,  and  feveral  fe- 
pulchral  vaults.  The  ramparts  of  Sibir,  the  ancient  capital  of  Tartary,  are  ftill  feen, 
about  TobolSk,  upon  the  Irtifch.  The  lofty  walls  of  Tontoura  appear  yet  in  the  Ba- 
raba,  a  little  gulph  in  the  river  Om  ;  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Oural  are  the 
ditches  of  the  city  Saratfchik  ;  not  to  mention  the  numberlefs  other  cities  and  ruins 
of  Siberia  ;  and  efpecially  thofe  in  the  defert  of  Kirguis,  which  abounds  with 
relics  of  opulent  cities.  Some  gold  and  Silver  coins  have  likewife  been  found,  with 
feveral  manufcripts  neatly  written,  which  have  been  carried  to  PeterSburgh.  M.  Vol- 
taire, in  his  hiftory  of  Peter  the  firft,  fays,  that  in  1720,  there  were  found  in  Kalmuc 
Tartary,  a  fubterraneous  houfe  of  ftone,  Some  urns,  lamps,  earrings,  an  equeftrian 
ftatue,  an  Oriental  prince  with  a  diadem  on  his  head,  two  women  feated  on  thrones, 
and  a  roll  of  manufcripts.  The  laft  were  fent  by  Peter  to  the  Academy  of  Infcriptions 
at  Paris,  and  difcovered  to  be  in  the  language  of  Thibet.  About  eighty  miles  from 
LaSTa  is  the  lake  Palte,  or  Janfo  ;  of  fuch  extent,  according  to  the  natives,  that  it  re- 
quires eighteen  days  to  walk  round  it.     In  the  middle  of  it  are  iflands  j   one  of  which 
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is  the  feat  of  the  Lamiffa  Turcopama,   or  the  great  regenerate,  in  whom  the  Thibetians 
think  that  a  divine  fpirit  inhabits,  as  in  the  great  lama. 

Cities  and  towns. 3  Ofthefe  we  know  little  but  the  names,  and  that  they  are, 
in  general  no  better  than  fixed  hordes.  They  may  be  faid  to  be  places  of  abode,  rather 
than  towns  and  cities  ;  for  we  do  not  find  that  they  are  under  any  regular  government, 
or  that  they  can  make  a  defence  againft  an  enemy.  The  few  places,  however,  that 
are  mentioned  in  the  preceding  divifions  of  this  country,  merit  notice.  Tobolsk  and 
Aftrachan  are  confiderable  cities  ■,  the  firft  containing  fifteen  thoufand,  and  the  latter 
feventy  thoufand  inhabitants.  Forts,  villages,  and  towns  have  alfo  been  lately 
erected  in  different  parts  of  Siberia,  for  civilizing  the  inhabitants,  and  rendering 
them  obedient  to  the  Ruffian  government. 

Teki,  the  capital  ofCircaffian  Tartary,  is  feared  in  a  fpacious  plain,  on  an  ifhnd 
formed  by  the  rivers  Terki  and  Buftrow,  and  is  garrifoned  by  two  thoufand  regu- 
lars, and  one  thoufand  CofTacs.  It  is  fortified  in  the  modern  ftyle,  with  ramparts  and 
biftions,  well  fupplied  with  cannon,  and  has  always  a  confiderable  garrifon  in  it,  un- 
der the  command  of  a  governor.  The  Circassian  prince  who  refides  here,  is  allowed 
five  hundred  Russians  for  his  guard  ;  but  none  of  his  own  fubjects  are  permitted  to 
refide  within  any  part  of  the  fortifications.  Ever  fince  the  reduction  of  thofe  coun- 
tries to  the  obedience  of  Ruffia,  there  are  fiationed,  in  all  places  of  ftrength,  not  only 
Ruffian  garrifons  and  governors,  but  magiftrates,  and  priefts,  for  the  exercife  of  the 
chriftian  religion.  The  Orcadian  Tartars  are,  however,  governed  by  their  own  prin- 
ces, lords,  and  judges  •,  but  thefe  adminifter  juftice  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs,  and  in 
matters  of  importance,  not  without  the  prefence  of  the  Russian  governors,  being 
ail  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  court  of  Peterfburgh. 

Tarku  is  the  capital  of  Dageitan,  and  contains  three  thoufand  houfes,  two  ftorks 
high,  platformed  at  the  top  for  walking.  The  Tartars  of  this  province  are  Mahome- 
tans. They  are  numerous,  and  are  governed  by  a  fhefkal,  whofe  office  is  elective. 
The  city  of  Derbent  is  fituated  on  the  Cafpian  fhore,  and  cal'ed  the  frontier  of  Per- 
fia.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  firft  built  by  Alexander  of  Macedon.  It  is  now  enclofed 
with  a  broad,  ftrong  wall,  built  with  large  fquare  ftones,  hard  as  marble,  from  the 
quarries  in  Caucafus.  LafTa  is  a  fmall  city  ;  but  the  houfes  are  of  ftone,  and  are  fpa- 
cious  and  lofty. 

Commerce  and  manufactures.]  The  chief  traffic  confifts  in  cattle,  fkins,  beavers, 
rhubarb,  musk,  and  fifh.  The  Aftrachans,  notwithftanding  their  interruptions  by  the 
wild  Tartars  carry  on  a  confiderable  commerce  with  Perfia,  to  which  they  export  lea- 
ther, woollen  and  fine  cloth,  and  fome  European  manufactuics. 

History.]  Tartary,  formerly  called  Scythia,  peopled  the  northern  parts  of  Europe, 
and  furnifhed  thofe  armies,  which,  under  various  names,  deftroyed  the  Roman  em- 
pire •,  yet  now  it  is  but  very  thinly  inhabited.  This  muft  have  been  owing  to  the  dread- 
ful maffacres  made  among  the  nations  by  Zingis,  Timur^  and  their  defcendants  ,  for 
nothing  is  more  common  in  their  hiitories  than  the  butchery  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  people  in  a  few  days. 

Ufbec  Tartary  was  formerly  the  feat  of  a  great  empire.  It  was  the  native  country 
of  Zingis  and  Timur,  who  enriched  it  with  the  fpoils  of  India  and  the  eaftern  world. 
The  former,  about  the  year  1200,  conquered  thofe  regions,  which  form,  at  this  day 
the  Afiatic  part  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  His  fon,  Batou  Sagin,  conquered  Southern 
Ruffia,  and  peopled  it  with  Tartar  colonies,  which  are  now  blended  with  the  Ruffians. 
Ivan  III.  who  afcended  the  Ruffian  throne  in  1492,  delivered  his  country  from  the 
tyranny  ofthefe  barbarians. 

The  prefent  inhabitants  of  Afiatic  Tartary,  range  at  pleafure  with  their  flocks  and 
herds.  Their  tribes  are  commanded  by  feparate  leaders,  who,  upon  particular  emergen- 
cies, elect  a  great  khan,  inverted  with  a  paramount  power  over  ftrangers,  as  well  as 
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natives,  and  whofe  forces  often  amount  to  one  hundred  thoufand  horfemen.  The 
ftandard  of  colours  of  the  refpecTive  tribes  form  a  diftinctive  mark.  By  this  a  Tartar 
knows  the  tribe  to  which  he  belongs.  Among  the  Pagan  Tartars,  thefe  marks  of  dif- 
tindion  confift  of  a  piece  of  Chinefe  linen,  or  other  coloured  fluff,  fufpended  on  a 
lance,  twelve  feet  in  length.  The  Mahometan  Tartars  write  upon  their  ftandards  the 
nam'  of  God,  in  the  Arabic  language.  The  Kalmucs  and  the  Mogul  Tartars  diftin- 
guifh  theirs  by  the  name  of  fame  animal;  the  fubdivifions  of  a  tribe,  preferve  the 
figure  drawn  upon  the  ftandard  of  that  tribe,  adding  only  the  particular  name  of  each 
branch  •,  and  hence  thole  ftandards  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a  genealogical  table,  by 
which  every  individual  knows  his  defcent. 

The  Tartars  are  bounded,  on  all  fides,  by  the  Ruffian,  the  Chinefe,  the  Mogul, 
the  Perfian,  and  the  Turkifh  empires.  The  khans  pay  a  tribute  to  one  or  other  of 
their  powerful  neighbours^ who  treat  them  with  caution  and  lenity  ;  as  the  friend- 
fhip  of  thefe  barbarians  is  of  confequence  to  the  powers  with  whom  they  are  allied. 
Some  tribes  affect  independency.  When  united,  they  form  a  powerful  bodv,  and  of 
late  have  been  formidable  to  the  Chinefe.  The  method  of  carrying  on  war,  by  waft- 
ing the  country,  is  very  ancient  among  the  Tartars,  and  practifed  by  all  of  them,  from 
the  Danube  eaftward.  This  circumftance  renders  them  a  dreadful  enemy  to  regular 
troops,  who  are  thus  deprived  of  iubfiftence  •,  while  the  Tartars,  having  always  ma- 
ny fpare  horfes  to  kill  and  eat,  are  at  no  lofs  for  provifions. 


The  EMPIRE  of  CHINA. 

Situation  and  extent. 


Miles.                      Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length  1450  ?  betwr  20  and  42  north  latitude.  1,105,100 
Greateft  breadth    1260  3                   \9%  and  123  eaft  longitude. 

To  which  fhould  be  added  Chinefe  Tartary.  644,000 

Boundaries.]  TT  is.  bounded  by  Chinefe  Tartary,  and  a  vaftwall,  five  hundred 
Jjeagues  in  length,  on  the  north  ;  by  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which  di- 
vides it  from  North  America,  on  the  eaft  ;  by  the  Chinefian  Sea,  on  the  fouth  ;  and 
by  Tonquin,  and  the  Tartarian  countries  a'nd  mountains  of  Thibet  and  Ruflia,  on  the 
weft. 

Divisions.]  The  great  divifion  of  this  empire,  is  into  fifteen  provinces,  befides 
Lyau-tong,  fitu;ted  without  the  Great  Wall.  Each  of  thefe  might,  for  its  extent, 
fertility,  population  and  opulence,  form  a  powerful,  independent  ftate. 
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Provinces. 

Chief  Towns. 

CHINESE  TARTARY. 

This  is  bounded,  on  the  north,   by  Si- 
beria-, on  the  eaft,  by  the  gulph  of  Kamt- 

Pe-tcheli 

Pekin 

Kiang-nan 

Kiang-ning-fou 

fchatka  and  the  eaftern    fea-,  on  the  fouth. 

Kiang-fi 

Nan-tchang-fou. 

by  China  ;  and  on  the  welt,  by  the  coun- 

Fo-kien                ^ 

Fou  tcheou-fou 

try  of  the  Kalmouks,  who  are  eftablifhed 

Tehe-kiang 

Hang-tchecu-fou 

between  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  Cafghar. 

Hou-quang 

Vou-tchang-fou 

Ho-nan 

Cai-fong-fou 

EASTERN  CHINESE  TARTARY, 

Chang-tong 

Tfi-nan-fou 

Chan-fi 

Tai-yuen-fou 

Extends  north  and  fouth  from  the  41ft 

Chenfi 

Si  ngan-fou 

to  the  55th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 

Se-tchuen 

Tching-tou-fou 

eaft  and  weft  from  about  the  137th  degree 

Quang-tong 

Canton 

of  longitude,    to    the  eaftern  fea.       It  is 

Quang-n 

Quei-ling-fou 

bounded  on  the  north,  by  Siberia-,  on  the 

Yun-nan 

Yionan-fou 

fouth,  by  the  g;u!fof  Leo-tang  and  Corea; 

Koei  Teheou 

Koei-Yang 

on  the  eaft,  by  the  eaftern  fea;cn  the  weft 
by  the  country  of  the  Moguls.  The  coun- 

States tributt 

try  to  China. 

try  is   divided  into  three  grand  depart- 
ments. 

Corea 

Ton  king   : 

Provinces.           .Chief  Towns. 

Cochin  China 
Thibet 

1 

Chen  yang                     .Mougdon 

The  country  of  Ha-mie 

Kirin                                Kirin 

|The  ifles  of  Lieou  kieou 

Tritcicir                          iTritcicar 

The  information  contained  in  Du  Halde's  voluminous  account  of  China,  has  been 
drawn  from  the  papers  of  Jefuits,  arid  other  monks  fent  hither  by  the  pope.  Some  of 
thofe  fathers  were  men  of  penetration  and  judgment,  and  had  great  opportunities  of 
information.  They  were  expelled  from  China  more  than  fixty  years  ago.  Succeed- 
ing travelers  fcarcely  can  enter  the  empire  farther  than  what  is  requifite  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  trade.     Our  knowledge  of  China  is  therefore  fomewhat  imperfect. 

Name.]  It  is  perhaps  derived  from  a  Chinefe  word,  that  figniries  Middle,  as  the 
natives  fancy  that  their  country  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  world. 

Mountains.]  China,  except  to  the  north,  is  a  plain  country,  and  contains  no  re- 
markable mountains. 

Rivers.]  The  chief  aretheYamour  and  the  Argun,  which  are  the  boundary 
between  the  Ruffian  and  Chinefe  Tartary  ;  the  Yellow  River  -,  the  Kiam,  or  Blue 
River  ;  and  the  Tay.  Common  water  in  China  is  very  indifferent,  and  is,  in  forae 
places,  boiled  before  it  can  be  fit  for  ufe. 

Canals.]  Thefe  entitle  the  ancient  Chinefe  to  the  character- of  the  moft  induf- 
trious  people  in  the  world.  The  commodioufnefs  and  length  of  fome  of  them  are 
incredible.  Several  are  lined  with  hewn  ftone  on  the  fides,  and  fo  deep  that  they 
carry  large  veflels,  and  fometimes  extend  above  one  thoufand  miles  in  length.  A 
celebrated  canal  extends  from  Canton  to  Peking,  and  forms  a  navigable  commu- 
nication beween  the  fouthern  and  northern  provinces.  This  work  is  fix  hundred 
leagues  in  lengthj  a«d  its  courfe  is  no  where  interrupted  but  by   the  mountain  Mei- 
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ling,  where  pafll-ngers  are  obliged  to  travel  ten  or  twelve  leagues  over  land.  Tn  this 
principal  canal,  many  others  end,  which  ftretch  out  into  the  country,  and  form  a  com- 
munication between  the  neighbouring  cities,  towhs,  and  villages.  The  greater  part 
of  thofe  private  canals  have  been  executed  by  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
cities  and  towns,  who  have  fpared  neither  labour  nor  expenfe  to  preferve  aneafy  con- 
veyance of  their  goods  into  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire.  The  vefiels  which  na- 
vigate thefe  canals,  are  fitted  up  for  all  the  conveniencies  of  life.  The  navigation  is 
flow,  and  the  vefiels  are  fometimes  drawn  by  men.  No  precautions  are  wanting,  that 
could  be  formed  by  art  or  perfeverance,  for  the  fafety  of  the  paflengers,  in  cafe  a  ca- 
nal is  croffed  by  a  rapid  river,or  expofed  to  torrents  from  the  mountains.  Thefe  ca- 
nals, and  the  variety  that  is  feen  upon  their  borders,  render  China  delightful  to  the 
eye,  as  well  as  fertile,  in  places  by  nature  barren  and  difagreeable. 

Air  , son.,  and  produce.]  The  air  of  this  empire  towards  the  north,  is  fharp,  in 
the  middle  mild,  and  in  the  fouth  hot.  All  travellers  agree  in  their  accounts  of  the 
fertility  of  China,  and  of  the  extent  and  beauty  of  its  plains.  Neither  inclofures, 
hedges,  nor  ditches,  are  feen  in  them;  fcarcely  even  is  there  found  a  fing'strse; 
fo  careful  is  the  Chinefe  hufbandman  not  to  lofe  the  fmalleft  portion  of  his  land. 
The  plains  of  the  northern  provinces  produce  wheat-,  thofe  0/ the  fouth,  rice,  be- 
caufe  the  country  is  low,  and  covered  with  water.  In  feveral  provinces  there  are  two 
crops  yearly  ;  and  even  in  the  interval  between  the  harvefts,  the  people  fow  feveral 
kinds  of  pulfe,  and  other  fmall  grain,  The  culture  of  the  cotton,  and  the  rice  fields, 
from  which  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  clothed  and  fed,  is  extremely  ingenious, 
The  rare  trees,  and  aromatic  productions,  either  ornamental  or  medicinal,  that 
abound  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  are  to  be  found  in  China,  and  feme  are  peculiar 
to  itfelf. 

The  cotton  tree  is  cultivated  with  fuccefs  in  the  fouthern  provinces.  Its  produce 
forms  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  branches  of  the  commerce  of  China.  Even  on  the 
yery  day  that  the  labourers  have  reaped  their  grain,  they  fow  cotton  in  the  fame  field 
after  turning  up  the  earth  with  a  rake,  When  the  rain  or  dew  has  mciftened  the 
ground,  a  fhrub  infenlibly  fprings  up,  which  rifes  to  the  height  of  two  feet.  The 
flowers  appear  about  the  beginning,  or  towards  the  middle  of  Auguft.  They  are  ge- 
nerally yellow-,  but  fometimes  red.  To  the  flower  fucceeds  a  bud,  which  increafes  in 
the  form  of  a  pod,  till  it  acquires  the  fize  of  a  walnut.  About  the  fortieth  day  after 
the  flower  has  appeared,  this  pod  burfts,  divides  itfelf  into  three  parts,  and  difcovers 
three  or  four  fmall  cotton  balls,  of  a  bright  white  colour,  the  figure  of  which  is  ai- 
moft  like  that  of  thofe  produced  by  filk  worms.  Thefe  fmall  downy  balls-,  when 
freed  from  the  feeds  by  an  ingenious  procefs  of  the  Chinefe,  are  carded  and  fpun  ; 
and  afterwards  made  into  cloth. 

The  tallow- tree  has  a  fhort  trunk,  a  fmooth  bark,  crooked  branches,  red  leaves 
fhaped  like  a  heart,  and  is  about  the  height  of  a  common  cherry-tree.  The  fruit  thac 
it  produces  has  feme  of  the  qualities  of  tallow,  and,  when  manufactured  with  oil, 
ferves  the  natives  as  candles  -,  but  it  fmells  ftrong,  nor  is  the  light  clear.  Of  the  other 
trees,  peculiar  to  China,  feme  yield  a  kind  of  flower  ;  others  partake  of  the  nature 
of  pepper.  The  gum  of  feme  is  poifenous,  but  affords  the  fineft  black  japan  in  the 
world.  The  Chinefe  are  fo  wedded  to  their  ancient  cuftoms,  that  thefe  trees  are  very 
little,  if  at  all,  improved  by  cultivation.  This  likewife  maybe  faid  cf  their  richerc 
fruits,  which,  in  general,  are  lefs  delicious  than  thofe  of  Europe,  or  America.  The 
Chinefe  never  practife  grafting,  or  inoculation  of  trees,  and  know  little  of  experiment- 
al gardening. 

RAw-fiik  abounds  in  China.  The  tea  plant,  or  fhrub,  is  planted  in  rows,  and  fcreen- 
ed  to  prevent  its  luxuriancy.  It  is  reported  that  the  green  and  bohea  grow  on  the 
fame  fhrub,  but  that  the  latter  receives  feme  kind  of  preparation,   which  takes  away 
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its  raking  qualities,  and  gives  it  a  deeper  colour.  The  qualities  of  the  other  kinds, 
which  are  termed  imperial,  congo,  finglo,  and  the  like,  arife  probably  from  the  nature 
of  the  foils,  and  from  the  provinces  from  which  they  grow.  The  cultureof  this  plant 
feems  to  be  very  fimple  -,  fome  kinds  are  of  a  much  higher  and  more  delicious  flavour 
than  others.  The  fineft,  which  is  called  the  flower  of  the  tea,  is  imported  over  land 
to  Ruflia. 

The  life  of  tea  was  introduced  into  Britain,  before  the  reftoration  ;  for  it  is  men*' 
tioned  in  1060,  in  the  firft  ail  of  parliament,  that  fettled  the  excife  on  Charles  II. 
during  his  life.  Ginfeng  is  a  native  of  Chinefe  Tartary,  and  of  North  America.  In 
Tartar;/,  it  is.  only  found  between  the  39th  and  47th  degrees  of  northern  latitude, 
and  between  the  10th  and  20th  of  eaftern  longitude,  reckoning  from  the  meridian 
ofPekin.  All  that  extent  of  country  is  encumbered  by  a  long  chain  of  mountains 
which  are  covered  with  aim  oft:  impenetrable  forefts.  On  the  declivities  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, in  the  forefts,  In  the  midft  of  herbs  of  every  fpecies,  ginfeng  is  found.  It  never 
grows  in  level  or  marfhy  ground,  or  in  places  that  are  quite  open.  If  the  foreft  hap- 
pens to  take  fire,  and  be  confumed,  this  plant  does  not  appear  again  for  three  or 
four  years.  It  denghts  in  the  fhade,  and  feems  every  where  defirous  to  Shelter  itfelf 
from  the  rays  cf  the  fun.  The  fame  defcription  applies  to  the  ginfeng  of  Canada. 
It  is  not  found,  however,  in  woods  of  every  kind.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  fearch  for 
it  in  forefts  encumbered  with  underwood.  It  is  difcovered  among  tall,  ftrait  trees, 
whofe  trunks  are  bare,  and  free  from  bufhes.  It  grows  at  the  bottoms  of  thefe  trees, 
among  rocks  and  ftones,  from  which  it  is  torn  with  difficulty. 

It  was  ftrft  difcovered  in  Canad .1,  by  father  Lafitau,  a  French  Jefnit,  who  came  to 
that  country  in  1715.  Father  Jartoux,  a  chinefe  miftionary,  had  published  a  defcrip- 
tion of  it,  and  hinted,  that  it  might  probably  be  found  in  Canada.  Laritau,  after  a 
fearch  of  three  months,  met  with  it,  for  the  firft  time,  three  leagues  from  Montreal. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  both  in  the  Chinefe  and  Iroquois  languages,  it  is  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  a  name,  that  fignifies  a  man's  thigh.  In  China,  no  private  perfon  is  allowed  to  ga- 
ther it  •,  for,  as  it  is  considered  by  the  phyficians  of  that  empire,  to  be  an  univerfal  re- 
medy, the  price  is  high,  and  the  fale  very  great  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  monopolized 
by  the  emperor  himfelf,  who  fends  annually  ten  thoufand  foldiers  into  Tartary,  tocol- 
lecl  it.  Thefe  military  herbalifts  encounter  many  hardftiips  during  their  expedition, 
which  continues  for  fix  months.  They  proceed  in  regular  order,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  mandarins.  They  are  formed  into  troops  of  an  hundred  men  each.  They  di- 
vide the  ground  where  ginfeng  grows,  between  the  feveral  parties.  They  then  ad- 
vance Gradually  in  an  uniform  direction,  fearching,  with  great  attention,  for  the 
plant.  In  this  way,  they  traverfe,  during  the  fixed  number  of  days,  the  fpace  affign- 
ed  to  them.  The  men  have  neither  tents  nor  beds,  but  are  expofed  to  the  incle- 
mencies of  the  air,  and  pafs  the  night,  as  chance  directs,  either  in  the  forefts,  or  at  the 
bottom  of  fome  rock. 

Metals  and  minerals.]  The  mountain  of  China  contains  minerals  ofevery 
fpecies.  Gold  and  filver  would  be  much  more  common  than  they  are,  if  the  max- 
ims of  the  government  permitted  the  mines  to  be  completely  worked  •,  but  this  em- 
ployment has  always  been  difcouraged,  left  it  fhould  interfere  with  the  more  ufcful 
labours  of  agriculture.  A  great  part  of  the  gold,  which  is  to  be  met  with  in  China, 
hz.s  be:n  collected  in  the  fand  of  rivers  and  torrents,  that  fall  from  fome  particular 
mountains.  The  province  of  Yunan  is  exceedingly  rich  in  filver  mines.  Chinefe  gold 
is  not  coined, but  pafled,  in  commerce,  by  weight.  It  is  ufed,  otherwife,  only  for  guild- 
ing,  and  for  flight  ornaments.  The  emperor  is  the  only  perfon  who  pofiefles  any 
quantity  of  gold  plate.  Iron,  lead,  and  tin  are  plentiful,  and  cheap.  Iron  appears  to 
have  been  common  in  China  from  the  remoteft  period  of  its  annals.  The  copper 
mines  of  the  mountains  of  Yunan  and  Koei-tcheou,  fupply  the  fmall  coin  that  is 
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flruck  in  the  empire.  China  produces  a  kind  of  white  copper,  unknown  to  any  ether 
part  of  the  world.  It  is  fo  pure  and  fine,  that  it  approaches  to  the  refemblance  of 
filver.  This  copper,  when  broken  into  grains,  is  found  to  be  ftill  whiter  in  the  inte- 
rior part,  than  on  the  furface  •,  and  it  is  proved,  by  many  experiments  made  at  Pekin, 
that  this  white  is  not  occasioned  by  any  mixture  of  another  metal.  Thofe  who  are 
defirous  to  preferve  its  fplenaor  and  beautiful  colour,  add  to  it  a  fifth  part  of  filver. 
This  copper  is  found  only  in  the  province  of  Yunan.  The  Japanefe  bring  to  China, 
another  kind  of  copper,  which  is  yellow,  and  has  a  great  refemblance  to  gold.  Quar- 
ries and  coal  mines  are  abundant  in  every  province.  Coals  are  of  the  fame  univer- 
fal  fervice  in  China,  as  in  thofe  parts  of  Europe  and  America,  where  they  are  common. 
Fire-wood  is  very  fcarce  and  dear.  Quarries  of  excellent  marble  are  numerous. 
There  are,  in  China,  mufical  inftruments  compofed  offonorous  ftones  ;  but,  though 
the  facl:  appears  to  be  certain,  we  have  not  met  with  any  account  of  them,  that  would 
be  entertaining  or  intelligible  fo  the  reader.  The  moft  beautiful  arefaid  to  be  a  kind 
of  agate.  This  fubjecl:  has  exercifed  the  ingenuity  of  the  French  chemifts.  Pliny, 
in  his  natural  hiftory,  mentions  a  fort  of  ftone,  that,  when  ftruck,  returned  a  found 
like  brafs. 

Population.]  In  the  late  account  of  China,  by  abbe  Grofier,  there  is  printed  a 
lift  of  the  nu-nber  of  inhabitants  in  this  empire.  It  was  received  in  France  in  the 
year  1779.  This  ftatement  was  made  up  for  the  year  1761,  by  the  Chinefe  tribunal 
of  land&.  The  people  are  there  eftimated  at  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  millions, 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand,  five  hundred  and  fifty-three.  By  the  fame  au- 
thority, we  are  informed,  that  in  1760,  the  empire  had  only  one  hundred  and  nine- 
ty fix  millions,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven  inhabitants.  Thus  there  was,  in  the  courfe  of  one  year  only,  an  increafe  of 
one  million,  three  hundred  and 'feventy-Jix  thoufand,  five  hundred  and fsventy  fix.  This  aug- 
mentation is  not  extravagant  or  incredible,  if  we  reflect  on  the  immenfe  mafs  of 
people  from  which  it  arofe.  The  united  ftates  of  America  contain  but  about  four 
millions  and  an  half  of  people.  Their  annual  increafe  is  not  lefs  than  an  hundred  and 
fifty,  or  two  hundred  thoufand  fouls  ;  which  is  greater,  in  proportion,  than  that  af- 
cribed,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  to  China. 

It  has  been  proved  by  a  feries  of  accurate  obfervations,  that  the  number  of  peo- 
ple in  China,  has,  for  a  long  time  paft,  been  increasing.  There  was  in  the  library  of 
the  late  king  of  France  in  Paris,  one  of  the  copies  of  a  work  compofed  on  this 
fubjecl:,  by  order  of  Kien-Long,  the  prefent  emperor  of  China.  It  contained  more 
than  an  hundred  volumes,  and  was  publifhed  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reio-n.  By 
a  calculation  made  from  the  documents  inferred  in  that  book,  it  appeared,  that  in 
the  year  1743,  the  time  about  which  it  was  published,  the  Chinefe  population  was 
then  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  feven  millions,  three  hundred  and  one  thoufand,  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-five.  From  the  year  1743,  to  1761,  the  period  of  the  laft  eftimate, 
there  was  an  interval  of  eighteen  years,  and  an  augmentation  of  about  forty-one  millions. 
Since  the  year  1761,  to  the  prefent  year  1794,  thirty-three  years  more  have  elapfed,  and 
therefore,  the  population  ought,  at  this  rate,  to  have  now  augmented  to  at  leaft  two 
hundred  and  feventy-five  millions*.  The  ftatements  of  1743,  and  1761,  comprehend 
a  trad  of  territory  without  the  great  wall,  and  containing,  in  the  laft  ofthefe  two 
years,  about  feven  millions  and  an  half  of  inhabitants. 

According  to  a  table  given,  in  a  former  part  ofthisworkf,  Switzerland  has 


an 


If  eighteen  produce  for!  y-or.e,  thirty-three  produce  seventv-five,  and  one-sixth.  AVe  must  take  into  this  account 
that  the  population  m  the  last  of  the  two  periods  of  time,  was.  to  multiply  from  a  stock  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-eizht 
rml.ions  a,,u  m  the  former  fwrfl  c,  ly  one  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  s^en  millions.  This  makes  a  considerable  addition  to 
me  rapiciit)  ct  increase  in  the  second  peuoU. 
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area  of  twelve  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  four  fquare  miles,  and  its  population 
is  computed  at  two  millions,  that  is  to  fay,  in  round  numbers,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  perfons  for  every  fquare  mile.  China  is  faid  to  have  an  area  of  more  than 
eleven  hundred  thoufand  miles.  The  foil  and  climate  are  more  favourable  to  popula- 
tion than  thofe  of  Switzerland,  The  former  is  much  more  fertile,  and  the  latter 
much  more  mild,  fo  that  provifions  are  raifed  in  China  in  much  greater  quantities, 
and  clothing  and  lodging  are  much  lefs  expenfive*.  The  people  are  likewife  remark- 
ably temperate;  and  all  writers  agree,  that  the  population  is  exceffive,  and  the  po- 
verty of  the  lowed  clafs  very  great,  from  the  abfolute  impossibility  of  finding  food 
to  eat.  It  is  likely  that  the  family  of  a  Swifs  peafant  confumes,  upon  an  average, 
four  times  the  quantity  of  victuals  that  moft  commonly  fubfift  an  equal  number  of 
the  pooreft  ranks  of  the  Chinefe.  From  thefepremifes  it  maybe  inferred,  that  if  Swit- 
zerland can  fupport  a  population  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  perfons  for  every  fquare 
mile,  China  may  fuftain  three  hundred ;  and  this  empire,  in  an  area  of  more  than 
a  million  of  fquare  miles,  may  thus,  without  difficulty,  contain  three  hundred  milli- 
ons of  inhabitants.  We  have  been  the  more  minute  upon  this  point,  both  becaufe 
it  is,  in  itfelf,  extremely  curious  and  interefting,  and  becaufe  it  feems  to  have  been 
fomewhat  mifunderftood  by  feveial  writers.  A  fhort  application  of  the  rules  of  arith.T 
meticfolves  the  difficulty  offuppofing  that  China  contains  an  hundred  and  fifty, 
or  two  hundred  millions  of  inhabitants,  and  proves,  that  it  has,  mofl  likely,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  or  three  hundred  millions. 

Manners.]  Notwithstanding  the  induftry  of  the  people,  the  amazing  population 
frequently  occafions  a  dearth.  Parents,  who  cannot  fupport  their  female  children,  are 
allowed  to  caft  them  into  the  rivers,  or  canals  •,  but  they  fallen  a  gourd  to  the  chil- 
dren, that  they  may  float  on  the  water  ;  and  companionate  people  are  often  moved 
by  their  cries  to  fave  them  from  death.  The  Chinefe,  in  their  perfons,  are  middle - 
fized,  Their  faces  are  broad,  their  eyes  black  and  fmall,  their  nofes  rather  fhort.  The 
Chinefe  have  particular  ideas  of  beauty.  They  pluck  up  the  hairs  of  the  lower  part 
of  their  faces  by  the  roots  with  tweezers,  leaving  a  few  ftraggling  ones  by  way  of 
beard.  Their  Tartar  princes  compel  them  to  cut  off  the  hair  of  their  heads,  and,  like 
Mahometans,  to  wear  only  a  lock  on  the  crown.  Their  complexion,  towards  the  north, 
is  fair  ;  towards  the  fouth,  fwarthy  •,  and  the  fatter  a  man  is,  he  is  thought  the  more 
handfome.  Men  of  quality  and  learning,  who  are  not  much  expofed  to  the  fun,  are 
of  delicate  complexions  ;  and  thofe  who  are  bred  to  letters,  let  the  nails  of  their  fin- 
gers grow  to  a  great  length,  to  fhow  that  they  are  not  employed  in  manual  labour. 

The  women  have  little  eyes,  plump  rofy  lips,  black  hair,  regular  features,  and  a 
delicate,  though  florid  complexion.  The  fmallnefs  of  their  feet  is  reckoned  a  prin- 
cipal part  of  their  beauty,  and  no  fwathing  is  omitted,  when  they  are  young,  to 
give  them  that  accomplifhment,  fo  that  when  they  grow  up,  they  may  be  faid  to  totter, 
rather  than  to  walk.  We  have  been  affured  by  a  gentleman,  who,  from  motives  of  cu- 
riofity,  examined  the  feet  of  fome  female  children,  in  the  river  at  Canton,  that 
this  ftupid  cuftora  produces  very  painful  and  diftressing  effects,  Its  origin  has  been 
afcribed  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  Chinefe. 

The  legiflators  of  China  look  upon  fubmission  and  fubordination  as  the  bads  of  all 
fociety,  and  have,  therefore,  devifed  a  multitude  of  outward  marks  of  refpect,  as  the 
teft  of  duty  and  fubmission  from  inferiors  to  fuperiors.  Their  capital  maxim  is,  that 
the  man  deficient  in  civility,  wants  good  fenfe. 

The  Chinefe,  in  general,  have  been  reprefented  as  the  moft  difhoneft.  race  in  the 
world,  and  as  employing  their  natural  quicknefs  only  to  improve  the  arts  of  cheat- 
ing the  nations  with  whom  they  deal,     Europeans  obferve,  that  none  but  a  Chinefe 

•  Vide  Remarks,  by  Dr.  Moore,  on  the  climate  of  Italy,  already  quoted,  in  vol.  I.  p.  543. 
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can  cheat  a  Chinefe.  They  are  fond  of  law-difputes  beyond  any  people  in  the  world. 
The  men  of  property  among  them  practife  the  mo  ft  avowed  bribery,  and  the  lowcll 
meanneffes  to  obtain  preferment.  Some  of  the  late  accounts  of  China,  however,  have 
been  drawn  up  by  thofe  who  were  little  acquainted  with  any  parts  of  that  empire 
but  the  fea-port  towns,  in  which  they  probably  met  with  many  knavifh  and  deficrn- 
ing  people.  But  it  feems  not  juft  to  attempt  to  characterife  a  great  nation  by  a  few  in- 
ftances  of  this  kind,  though  well  attefted  ;  and  we  appear  not  to  be  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  interior  parts  of  China  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  the  man- 
ners and  characters  of  the  inhabitants. 

To  thofe  who  undervalue  the  character  of  the  Chinefe,  we  fubmit  the  following 
account  of  the  behaviour  offome  of  them.  "  I  was  one  day,"  fays  father  Fontenay, 
"  in  a  very  narrow  and  deep  road,  where,  in  a  fhort  ti.ne,  there  happened  a  great 
ftop  of  carts.  I  expected  that  the  drivers  would  have  fallen  into  a  passion,  have  given 
one  another  abufive  language,  and  perhaps  have  come  to  blows,  as  is  common  in 
Europe.  I  was  much  fuprifed  to  fee  them  falute  each  other,  fpeak  obligingly  as 
if  they  had  been  familiar  acquaintances,  and  lend  their  mutual  assiftance  to  make 
way." 

Dress.  This  varies  according  to  the  distinction  of  ranks,  and  is  entirely  under 
the  regulation  of  the  law,  which  has  even  fixed  the  colours,  that  diftinguifh  the 
different  conditions.  The  emperor,  and  princes  of  the  blood,  have  alone  a  right  to 
wear  yellow;  certain  mandarins  are  entitled  to  wear  fatin  of  a  red  ground,  but  only 
upon  days  of  ceremony  ;  in  general,  they  are  clothed  in  black,  blue,  or  violet.  The 
colour  to  which  the  common  people  are  confined,  is  blue  or  black  ;  and  their  drefs 
is  always  com pofed  of  plain  cotton  cloth.  The  men  wear  caps  on  their  heads,  of 
the  fafhion  of  a  bell  ;  thofeof  quality  are  ornamented  with  jewels.  The  reft  of  their 
drefs  is  eafy  and  loofe,  confifting  of  a  veft  and  a  fafli,  a  coat  or  a  gown  thrown  over 
them,  filk  boots  quilted  with  cotton,  and  a  pair  of  drawers.  The  ladies,  towards 
thefouth,  wear  nothing  on  their  head.  Sometimes  their  hair  is  drawn  up  in  a  net, 
and  fometimes  it  is  difhevelled.  Their  drefs  differs  but  little  from  that  of  the 
men,  only  their  gown  or  upper  garment  has  very  large  open  fleeves.  The  Chi- 
nefe muffle  themfelves  up  clofcly  in  the  morning-,  as  the  heat  increafes,  they  gra- 
dually throw  off  their  covering,  and  again  wrap  themfelves  up  at  the  approach  of 
evening. 

Marriages.]  In  China,  the  parties  never  fee  each  other,  till  the  bargain  is  con- 
cluded by  the  parents,  and  that  is  often  while  the  parties  are  children,  and  fometimes, 
as  foon  as  they  are  born.  Divorces  are  extremely  rare,  and  occur  only  among  the 
loweft  ranks  of  people.  The  Chinefe  think  it  fo  effential  to  have  pofterity,  that  a  fa- 
ther is  faid  to  live  in  fome  fort  of  difhonour,  till  he  has  obtained  the  marriage  of  all 
his  children.,  Criminals,  under  fentence  of  death,  have  fometimes  been  refpited,  be- 
caufe  they  were  childlefs,  and  their  families  in  danger  of  extinction.  Their  wives  were 
for  a  certain  time,  permitted  to  cohabit  with  them,  that  they  might  not  die  without 
leaving  defendants.  Next  to  being  barren,  one  of  the  greateft  fcandals  for  a  mother, 
is  to  bring  females  into  the  world  ;  and  if  a  woman  of  a  poor  family  happens  to  have 
three  or  four  girls  fucceffively,  fhe  will  fometimes  expofe  them  on  the  high  roads,  or 
caft  them  into  a  river. 

Funerals.]  People  of  note  caufe  their  tombs  to  be  built  in  their  life-time.  No 
corpfe  is  ever  buried  within  the  walls  of  a  city.  A  Chinefe  commonly  keeps  in  his 
houfe  a  table,  upon  which  are  written  the  names  of  his  father,  grandfather,  and  great- 
grandfather, before  which  he  frequently  burns  incenfe,  and  proft rates  himfelf;  and 
when  the  father  of  a  family  dies,  the  name  of  the  great-grandfather  is  taken  away, 
and  that  of  the  deceafed  is  added. 
Language.]  The  Chinefe  language  is  faid  to  contain  only  three  hundred  and  thirty 
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words,  all  of  one  fyllable  ;  but  then  each  word  is  pronounced  with  fuch  various 
modulations,  and  each  with  fo  different  a  meaning,  that  it  becomes  more  copious 
than  could  be  eafily  imagined,  and  enables  them  to  exprefs  themfelves  very  well  on 
the  common  occafions  of  life.  The  miffionaries,  who  adapt  the  European  charac- 
ters, as  well  as  they  can,  to  the  expreflion  of  Chinefe  words,  have  devifed  eleven 
different,  and  fome  of  them  very  compounded,  marks  and  afpirations,  to  fignify  the 
various  modulations,  elevations  and  depressions  of  the  voice,  which  diftinguifhed  the 
feveral  meanings  of  the  fame  monofy liable.  The  Chinefe  oral  language  being  thus 
barren  and  contracted,  their  literature  is  comprifed  in  arbitrary  characters,  which 
are  complicated  and  numerous.  According  to  fome  writers,  they  amount  to  twenty- 
five  thoufand  ;  according  to  others,  to  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  ;  and  the  lateft  ac- 
counts fay  that  they  amount  to  eighty  thoufand  ;  and  he  reckoned  a  very  learned  man, 
who  is  mafter  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand.  This  language  being  wholly  ad- 
drefled  to  the  eye,  and  having  no  affinity  with  the  oral,  the  latter  hath  flill  continued 
in  its  original  uncultivated  ftate,  while  the  former  has  received  all  possible  improve- 
ments. 

The  Chinefe  characters,  which  are,  by  length  of  time,  become  fymbolic,  were  ori- 
ginally imitative.  They  ftill  partake  fo  much  of  their  original  hieroglyphic  nature, 
that  they  do  not  combine  into  words  like  letters  or  marks  for  founds  •,  but  we  find 
one  mark  for  a  man,  another  for  a  horfe,  a  third  for  a  dog,  and  in  fliort,  a  feparate 
and  diftinct  mark  for  each  thing  which  has  a  corporal  form.  The  Chinefe  alfo  ufe 
a  great  number  of  marks,  entirely  of  a  fymbolic  nature  to  imprefs  on  the  eye  the 
conceptions  of  the  mind,  which  have  no  corporeal  forms,  though  they  do  not  com- 
bine thefe  laft  marks  into  words,  like  marks  for  founds,  or  letters  ■,  but  a  feparate 
mark  is  made  to  reprcfent  or  ftand  for  each  idea,  and  they  ufe  them  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  they  do  their  abridged  picture  characters,  which  were  originally  imitative  or 
hieroglyphic. 

The  Chinefe  books  begin  from  the  right  hand  •,  their  letters  are  placed  in  perpen- 
dicular columns,  of  which  there  are  generally  ten  in  a  page.  They  are  read  down- 
wards, beginning  from  the  right-hand  fide  of  the  paper.  Sometimes  a  title  is  placed 
horizontally,  and  this,   likewife,  reads  from  the  right  hand. 

This  account  of  the  Chinefe  language,  and  art  of  writing,  correfponds  with  that 
cf  the  many  refpectable  travellers,  or  missionaries,  who  have  vifited  this  empire. 
As  fuch,  we  have  inferted  it  entire  from  the  laft  London  edition  of  this  work.  It 
contains,  however,  in  itfelf,  many  inconfiftencies,  fome  of  which  we  fhall  here 
point  out,   without  pretending  to  reconcile  or  explain  them. 

It  'a  fiid,  that  the  Chintfe  language  contains  only  three  hundred  and  thirty  words  ; 
but  this  fcanty  number  of  vocables  is  plainly  infufficient  for  expreffing  even  the  rude 
feelings  of  a  Hottentot.  To  remove  this  objection,  we  are,  therefore,  told,  in  the 
next  place,  that  each  word  has  a  variety  of  modulations,  and  that  each  of  thefe  con- 
veys a  different  meaning.  But  this  folution  is,  in  itfelf,  inexplicable.  For  it  is  added, 
that  the  Chinefe  language  is  expreffed  by  thirty,  forty,  or,  as  fome  fay,  by  eighty  thou- 
fand figures,  or  marks,  every  one  of  which  conveys  a  meaning  peculiar  to  itfelf. 
Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  Chinefe  language  contains  fixty-fix  thoufand  of  thefe  marks, 
for  feparate  ideas  •,  in  what  way  can  lixty-fix  thoufand  ideas  be  expreffed  by  three 
hundred  and  thirty  words  ?  Thofe  who  pretend  to  give  us  information  upon  this  fub- 
ject,  can  only  reply,  that  each  of  thefe  three  hundred  and  thirty  words  muft,  upon 
an  average  of  the  whole  number,  be  pronounced  in  two  hundred  different  tones,  fo 
as  that  each  of  thefe  tones  may  be  diftinguifhable,  in  converfation,  from  the  ether 
one  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  To  add  to  this  difficulty,  each  of  thefe  primary  words 
confifts  but  of  one  fyllable  •,  and  how  is  it  possible,  that  one  fyllable  can  be  pro- 
nounced in  two  hundred,  or  even  in  twenty  different  accents  \    After  a  very  fmall 
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number  of  difcernible  variations,  it  muft  lofe  all  refemblance  to  the  primary  found, 
or  rather,  in  fuch  a  medley  of  modulations,  it  is  impoffihle  that  a  primary  found,  or, 
indeed,  any  ftandard  to  regulate  the  diversities  of  accent,  can  exift.  But  farther, 
though  we  mould  admit  this  fyftem  of  orthography  to  be  true,  there  is  yet  ano- 
ther objection.  In  Europe,  it  is  impoffible  to  travel  fifty  miles  in  any  direction  with- 
out finding  a  vifible  alteration  in  the  pronunciation  of  the  vowels.  In  China,  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  fame  variety  takes  place  ;  and  this  would  multiply  the  difficul- 
ties of  pronouncing  a  tongue  depending  on  fuch  a  nicety  of  accents,  and  would, 
indeed,  make  the  dialect  of  one  province  unintelligible  to  the  inhabitants  of  ano- 
ther. It  is  farther  faid,  by  the  authors  on  this  fubject,  that  very  few  of  the  learned 
men  of  China  can  underftand  more  than  half  the  marks  •,  but  how  is  a  writer  to 
exprefs  himfelf  in  any  tongue,  if  he  is  divefted  of  the  power  of  employing  more 
than  half  the  words  which  it  contains?  Or  how  is  the  knowledge  of  the  fignifica- 
tionofthe  characters  to  be  preferved,  if  there  is  not  anyone  learned  man,  who 
underftood  mere  than  the  half  of  them?  If  no  individual  in  Pennfylvania  could 
ever  be  able  to  write  more  than  thirteen  of  the  twenty-fix  letters  in  the  alphabet, 
the  knowledge  of  it  muft  very  foon  expire.  If  no  American  could  fpell  more  than 
one  half  of  the  words  in  the  Englifh  language,  we  fhould  only,  be  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion,  in  which  China  is  reported  to  be. 

To  thefe  objections  the  proper  anfwer  feems  to  be,  that  either  the  miffionaries, 
and  others,  did  not  underftand  this  matter  themfelves,  or  have  wanted  abilities  or  incli- 
nation to  make  it  intelligible  to  their  readers.  China  abounds  with  books  of  all  kinds, 
and  its  writers  deliver  their  ideas  and  fentiments,  of  every  nature,  with  perfect  flu- 
ency. This  evidently  ftiows,  that  the  art  of  writing  is,  in  common  practice,  reduc- 
ed to  very  fimple  principles.  This  is  one  of  the  departments  of  knowledge,  of  which 
the  European  literati  muft,  as  yet,  confefs  their  ignorance. 

The  language  of  China  teems  to  be  well  fixed,  for  plays  are  ftill  acted  that  were 
written  a  thoufand  years  ago.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  fingle  nation  in  Europe,  where 
the  tongue  has  continued  the  f;me  for  ten  centuries.  The  language  of  China,  like 
that  of  Greece,  appears  to  be  original,  and  unborrowed  from  that  of  any  other  peo- 
ple. We  have  feen  the  work  of  a  French  Jefuit,  which  contradicts  the  common  opi- 
nion as  to  the  difficulty  of  acquiring  this  tongue.  He  fays,  that  he  made  a  very 
confiderable  progrefs,  in  a  very  ihorttime,  and  was  highly  delighted  with  his  facility 
in  learning  it. 

Genius  and  learning.]  The  Chinefe,  in  their  gardening,  and  planning  their 
ground,  are  capable  of  the  true  fublime  and  beautiful.  Thev  perform  all  the  operations 
of  arithmetic  with  prodigious  quicknefs,  but  differently  from  the  Europeans.  Till 
the  latter  came  among  them,  they  were  ignorant  of  mathematical  learning,  and  all 
its  depending  arts.  They  had  no  proper  apparatus  for  aftronomical  obfervations  ;  and 
the  metaphyfical  learning,  which  exifted  among  them,  was  only  known  to  their  phi- 
lofophers.  It  has  been  generally  faid,  that  they  underftood  printing  before  the  Eu- 
ropeans ;  but  that  can  be  only  applied  to  block-printing  ;  for  fufile  and  moveable 
types  were  undoubtedly  a  Dutch  or  German  invention.  The  chinefe,  however,  had 
almanacks,  which  were  ftamped  from  plates  or  blocks,  many  hundred  years  before 
printing  was  difcovered  in  Europe. 

The  difficulty  of  mattering  and  retaining  fuch  a  number  of  arbitrary  marks  and 
characters,  as  are  in  the  Chinefe  written  language,  greatly  retards  the  progrefs  of 
their  erudition.  But  there  is  no  part  of  the  globe,  where  learning  is  attended  with 
fuch  honours  and  rewards,  and  were  more  powerful  inducements  are  held  out,  to 
cultivate  and  purfue  it.  The  literati  are  reverenced  as  men  of  another  fpecies,  and  are 
the  only  nobility  known  in  China.  If  their  birth  be  ever  fo  mean  and  low,  they  be- 
come mandarins  of  the  various  ranks,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  learning. 

yoi.II.  T 
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On  the  other  hand,  however  exalted  their  birth  may  be,  they  fink  into  poverty  and 
obfcurity,    if  they  neglect  thofe  ftudies  which  raifed  their  fathers.     It  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  is  no  nation  in  the  world  in  which  the  firft  honours  of  the  ftate  lie 
fo  open  to  the  loweft  of  the  people,    and  where  there  is  lefs  of  hereditary  greatnefs. 
The  Chinefe  range   all  their  works  of  literature   into  four  clafTes.     The   firft  is  the 
clafs  of  king,  or  the  facred   books,   which  contain  the  principles   of  the  Chinefe  reli- 
gion,   morality  and  government,  and  feveral  curious  and  obfcure  records,  relative  to 
thefe  important  fubjects.     Though  hiftory  forms  a  clafs  apart ;  yet,  in  this  firft  clafs, 
are  placed  fome   hiftorical  monuments,    on   account  of  their  relation  to  religion  and 
government,    and  among  others  the  Tekun  tficou,    a  work  of  Confucius,  which  con- 
tains the  annals  of  twelve  kings  of  Low,  the  native  country  of  that  illuftrious  fage. 
The  fecond  clafs  is  that  of  the  Su,  or  Che,  that  is,  of  hiftory  and  the  hiftorians.      The 
third  clafs,  called  Tfu,  T/e,  comprehends  philofophy  and  the  philofophers,  and  contains 
all  the  works  of  the   Chinefe  literati,  the  productions  alfo  of  foreign  fects  and  reli- 
gions, which  the'  Chinefe  confider  only   in  the  light  of  philofophical  opinions,    and 
all  books  relative  to  mathematics,  aftronomy,  phyfic,  military  fcience,  the  art  of  di- 
vination, agriculture,  and  the  arts  and  fciences  in  general.      The  fourth  clafs  is  cal- 
led Trie,  or  Mifcellanies,    and  contains  all  the  poetical  books  of  the   Chinefe,    their 
pieces  of  eloquence,  their  fongs,  romances,  tragedies,  and  comedies.   The  Chinefe  lite- 
rati, in  all   the  periods  of  their  monarchy,  have  applied  themfelves  lefs  to  the  ftudy 
of  nature,  and  to  the  refearches  of  natural  philofophy,  then  to  moral  inquiries,  the 
practical  fcience  of  life,  and  internal  polity  and  manners.      It  is  faid,  that  in  the  dy- 
nafty  of  the  Song,  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries  after  Chrift,  the  Chinefe  phi- 
lofophers firft  formed  hypothefes  concerning  the  natural  fyftem  of  the  univerfe,    and 
entered  into  difcufiions  of  a  fcholaftic  kind,    in  confcquence,  perhaps,  of  the   inter - 
courfe  which  they  had  long  kept   up  with  the  Arabians,  who  ftudied  with   ardour 
the  works  of  Ariftotle:     Since  the  Chinefe  have  begun  to  pay  fome  attention  to  na- 
tural philofophy,  their  progrefs  in  it  has  been  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  Europeans. 
In  1761,  Dr.  Thomas  Percy  published  at  London,  the  tr'anflation  of  a  Chinefe  novel, 
entitled  Hau  Kiou  Chooan,  or  theplecfing  hijiory.  This  work  confifts  of  four  fmail  volumes, 
and  is  illuftrated  by  a  variety  of  notes,    which  difcover  in  the  edjtor,   a  very  extenfive 
degree  of  information.  Dr.   Percy  has  likewife  fubjoined  feveral  other  curious  fpecimens 
of  Chinefe  literature.   There  never  was  a  more  interefting  picture  of  the  manners  of  any 
nation  than  what  has  been  difplayed  in  The  pkafing  hijiory.   Almoft  every  fpecies  of  cha- 
racter in  the  Chinefe  empire,  from  the  fovereign,  and  his  favourite  eunuch  and  minif- 
ters,  down  to  the  loweft  clafTes,  are  fuccePiivdy  brought  forward.   We  feel  an  irrcfif- 
tible   conviction   that   they   are   tranfcribed   from   the   original  page   of  humanity. 
Yet  the  whole  fyftem  of  ideas  and   manners  differs  fo   efTentiallv  from  what  we  have 
been  accuftomed  to  hear,  or  to  read  of,  that  we  are  tempted  to  imagine  ourfelves  in- 
troduced to  an  acquaintance  with  a  new  order  of  beings.     The  ftory  is  that  of  Shuey 
Ping-Sin,  a  young  lady,  whofe  father  is  one  of  the  minifters  of  the  emperor,  and 
who,  in  confequence  of  his  office,  is  obliged  to  refide  at  court.     His  daughter,  in  his 
abfence,  is  harafled  by  the  addreflesofa  lover;  and  extricates  herfelf,  with  wonder- 
ful dexterity,  from  a  feries  of  ftratagems,  devifed  for  driving  her  into  a  marriage.  At 
laft,  when  fhe  has    been  reduced   to  extremity,  fbe  is  relieved  from  he?   diftrefs  by 
Tieh-chung-u,  the  hero  of  the  work.     Another  feries  of  adventures  follows,  and  after 
removing  obftacles,  that  are  highly  alarming  to  the  fenfibility  of  the  reader,  the  two 
lovers  are  at  laft  married  by  a  particular  order  from  the  emperor,  who,  in  a  public 
memorial,  recommends  them  to  his  fubjects,  as  an  example  of  unparalleled  virtue  and 
heroifm.     This  work  is,  in  a  high  degree,  friendly  to  morality.     The  venal  corrup- 
tion of  the  courts  of  juftice  is  ftrongly  painted,    and  feverely  punifhed.     Vice,    of 
every  fort,  is  uniformly  marked  with  deteftation  and  difgrace  t  while  courage  in 
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the  one  fex,  chaftity  in  the  other,  and  filial  piety  in  both,  are  held  up  to  unlimited 
applaufe  and  admiration.  The  pleafing  hiftory  has,  ftrictly  fpeaking,  no  pnfiage  either 
fublirr.e  or  pathetic.  There  is  not  to  be  found  in  it,  the  richnefs  of  colouring,  the 
ftrength,  and  variety  of  characters,  that  diftinguifh  the  novels  of  Fielding,  of  Rich- 
ardfon,  and  of  Smollet.  But  this  inferiority  mult  be  afcribed  rather  to  the  manners 
of  the  Chinefe  nation,  than  to  a  deficiency  in  the  talents  of  the  author  himfdf. 
There  is  a  propriety  in  the  ftyle,  and  an  art  in  the  conduct  of  the  fable,  that  mark 
this  performance  as  the  production  of  tafte  and- genius.  Dr.  Blair,  the  well  known 
author  of  lectures  on  rhetoric,  obferved  once  in  converfation,  that  it  contained  a 
more  authentic  and  interefting  account  of  the  internal  ftate  of  China,  than  all  the 
other  publications  on  that  fubject,  that  he  had  ever  feen. 

The  Englim  verfion  of  this  work  was  made  by  Mr.  James  Wilkinfon,  a  Britifh. 
merchant,  who  refided,  for  fome  time,  at  Canton,  where  he  ftudied  the  Chinefe  lan- 
guage. His  manufcript  is  dated  in  1719.  The  original  is  faid,  by  the  Chinefe,  to  have 
been  known  four  or  five  hundred  years.  We  have  been  the  more  particular  in  an 
account  of  this  work,  becaufe  it  has  not  met  with  that  attention  which  it  fo  high- 
ly deferves  ;  nor  have  we,  at  any  time,  feen  it  quoted,  or  referred  to  by  any  writer 
whatever.  In  1774,  Dr.  Percy  published  an  additional  aJvertifement,  to  the  firft  im- 
preflion,  which  had,  it  feems,  remained  unfold  for  thirteen  years. 

The  invention  of  gunpowder  is  juftly  claimed  by  the  Chinefe,  who  made  ufe  of 
it  againft  Zingis  Khan  and  Tamerlane.  They  feem  to  have  been  ftrangers  to  fmall 
fire-arms,  and  to  have  been  acquainted  only  with  the  cannon,  which  they  call  the  fire 
pan. 

Antiquities  and  curiosities.]  Some  rivers  and  lakes,  of  particular  qualities, 
and  fome  volcanoes,  are  found  in  different  parts  of  the  empire.  The  volcano  of  Line- 
fung  is  faid  to  make  fometimes  a  furious  difcharge  of  fire  and  afhes.  The 
artificial  curiofities  of  China  are  ftupendous.  The  great  wall,  feparating  China 
from  Tartary,  to  prevent  the  incurfions  of  the  Tartars,  is  fuppofed  to  extend  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  miles.  It  is  carried  over  mountains  and  valleys,  and  reaches 
from  the  province  ofShenfi  to  the  Yellow  Sea.  It  is,  in  moft  places,  built  of  brick 
and  mortar,  which  are  fo  well  tempered,  as  not  to  admit  the  leaft  entrance  for  any 
inftrument  of  iron.  Though  it  has  flood  for  two  thoufand  years,  it  has  but  little  de- 
cayed, and,  in  fuch  a  dry  climate,  may  remain  in  the  fame  condition  for  many  ages. 
The  beginning  of  this  wall  is  a  large  bulwark  of  ftone  raifed  in  the  fea,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Petcheli,  to  the  eaft  of  Pekin,  and  almoft  in  the  fame  latitude.  It  is  built 
like  the  walls  of  the  capital  city  of  the  empire,  but  much  wider,  being  terrafled  and 
cafed  with  bricks,  and  is  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  high.  It  is  flanked  with 
towers,  two  bow-fhots  diftant  from  each  other,  which  add  to  its  ftrength,  and  ren- 
der it  much  eafier  to  be  defended.  One-third  of  the  able-bodied  men  in  China, 
were  employed  in  conftructing  this  wall,  which,  it  is  faid,  was  begun  and  completely 
finiihed  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  five  years;  and  it  is  father  reported,  that  the  work- 
men flood  fo  clofe  for  many  miles,  that  they  could  hand  the  materials  from  one  to 
another.  Some  gentlemen,  who  took  a  map  of  thefe  provinces,  often  ftretched  a  line 
on  the  top,  to  meafure  the  bafis  of  triangles,  and  to  take  diftant  points  with  an 
inftrument.  They  always  found  it  paved  wide  enough  for  five  or  fix  horfemen  to  tra- 
vel abreaft  with  eafe.  The  pyramids  of  Egypt  are  a  diminutive  work,  when  com- 
pared to  this  enormous  barrier.  Mention  has  been  already  made  of  the -prodigious 
canals  and  roads  that  are  cut  through  this  empire. 

The  artificial  mountains  prefenton  their  tops,  temples,  monafteries,  and  other  edifices: 
The  chinefe  bridges  cannnot  be  fufficiently  admired.  They  are  built  fometimes  upon  bar- 
ges ftrongly  chained  together,  yet  fo  as  to  be  parted,  and  to  let  the  veflels  pafs,  that  fail 
up  and  down  the  river.    Some  of  them  run  from  mountain  to  mountain,  and  conuft 
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only  of  one  arch  ;  that  over  the  river  Saffrany,  though  but  a  Single  arch,  is  four  hun- 
dred cubits  long,  and  five  hundred  high.  Jt  joins  two  mountains.  Others,  in  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  empire,  are  faid  to  be  ftill  more  ftupendous.  The  triumphal  arches, 
raifed  in  honour  of  their  great  men,  from  the  next  fpecies  of  artificial  curiofities. 
They  are  not  built  in  the  Greek  or  Roman  ftyle  of  architecture,  but  are  fuperb  and 
beautiful.  There  are  faid  to  be  eleven  hundred,  of  which,  two  hundred  are  particularly 
magnificent.  The  fepulchral  monuments  of  China  are  likewife  Splendid.  Thofe  towers 
called  pagodas,  the  models  of  which  have  become  fo  common  in  Europe,  are  vaft 
embelifhments  to  the  face  of  the  country.  They  feem  to  be  constructed  by  a  regular 
order,  and  moft  of  them  are  finifhed  with  exquifite  carvings,  gildings,  and  other 
ornaments.  That  at  Nanking  has  been  the  moft  admired ;  it  is  two  hundred  feet 
high,  snd  forty  in  diameter.  It  is  called  the  Porcelane  tower,  becaufe  it  is  lined  with 
Chinefe  tiles.  Their  temples  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  fanciful  tafte  in  which  they 
are  built,  for  their  capacioufnefs,  their  whimfical  ornaments,  and  the  uglinefs  of  the 
idols  that  they  contain.  The  Chinefe  are  remarkably  fond  of  bells,  which  give  name 
to  one  of  their  principal  feftivais.  A  bell  of  Peking  weighs  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  but  its  found  is  faid  to  be  difagreeable.  Their  fireworks  exceed 
thofe  of  all  other  nations.  Every  province  of  China  is  a  fcene  of  curiofities.  Their 
buildings,  except  their  pagodas,  being  confined  to  no  order,  and  fufceptible  of  all 
kinds  of  ornaments,  have  a  wild  variety,  aad  apleafing  elegance,  not  void  of  mag- 
nificence, agreeable  to  the  eye  and  the  imagination,  and  prefent  a  diverfity  of  ob- 
jects not  to  be  found  in  European  architecture. 

Chief  cities.]  The  empire  is  faid  to  contain  four  thoufand  four  hundred  walled 
cities;  the  chief  of  which  are  Peking,  Nanking,  and  Canton.  Peking,  the  capital 
of  the  whole  empire  of  China,  and  the  ordinary  refidence  of  the  emperors,  is  Situat- 
ed in  a  very  fertile  plain,  twenty  leagues  diftant  from  the  great  wall.  It  is  an  oblong 
fquare,  and  is  divided  into  two  cities.  That  which  contains  the  emperor's  palace,  is 
called  the  Tartar  city,  becaufe  the  houfes  were  given  to  the  Tartars,  when  the  prefent 
family  came  to  the  throne  ;  and  they  refufing  to  let  the  Chinefe  inhabit  it,  forced  them 
to  live  without  the  walls,  where  they,  in  a  fhort  time,  built  a  new  city  •,  which,  by 
being  joined  to  the  other,  renders  the  whole  of  an  irregular  form,  fix  leagues  in 
compafs.  The  walls  and  gates  of  Peking  are  fifty  cubits  in  height,  fo  that  they  hide 
the  whole  city  :  and  are  fo  broad,  that  centinels  are  placed  upon  them  on  horfeback  ; 
for  there  are  Slopes  within  the  city,  of  confiderable  length,  by  which  horfemen  may 
afcend  the  walls  ;  and  in  feveral  places,  there  are  houfes  built  for  the  guard.  1  he 
gates,  nine  in  number,  are  neither  embellifhed  with  Statues,  nor  carvings,  all  their 
beauty  confifting  in  their  prodigious  height,  which,  at  a  diftance,  gives  them  a  noble 
appearance.  The  arches  of  the  gates  are  built  of  marble,  and  the  reft  of  large  bricks, 
cemented  with  excellent  mortar.  Moft  of  the  ftreets  are  built  in  a  direct  line ) 
the  largeft  are  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  broad,  and  a  league  in  length. 
The  Shops  where  they  fell  filks  and  China-ware,  generally  take  up  the  whole  ftreet,  and 
afford  a  very  agreeable  profpect.  Each  Shop-keeper  places  before  his  Shop,  on  a  Small 
kind  of  pedeftal,  a  board  about  twenty  feet  high,  painted,  varnifhed,  and  often  gilt,  on 
•which  are  written,  in  large  characters,  the  names  of  the  feveral  commodities  he  fells. 
Thefe  being  placed  on  each  fide  of  the  ftreet,  at  nearly  an  equal  diftance  from  each 
other,  have  a  very  pretty  appearance  ;  but  the  houfes  are  plainly  built  in  front,  and 
very  low,  having  only  a  ground  floor*.     Of  the  buildings  in  this  great  city,  the  moft 

•  In  the  notes  on  the  Plea-Jng  History,  we  are  informed,  that  a  mandarin  once  began  to  raise  a  house  to  more  than  the 
usual  height  of  one  story.  The  novelty  gave  so  much  offence,  that  he  found  it  prudent  to  pull  the  building  down.  One  of 
the  emperors  remarked  to  a  missionary,  that  the  ground  must  certainly  be  very  scarce  in  Europe,  since  the  inhabitants  were 
forced  to  build  on:  house  on  the  top  of  another. 
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remarkable  for  the  imperial  palace,  the  grandeur  of  which  does  not  confift  fo  much  in 
the  noblenefs  and  elegance  of  the  architecture  as  in  the  multitude  of  its  buildings, 
courts,  and  gardens,  all  regularly  difpofed  •,  for  within  the  walls  are  not  only  the  em- 
peror's houfe,  but  a  little  town,  inhabited  by  the  officers  of  the  court,  and  a  multi  - 
tude  of  artificers  employed  and  kept  by  the  emperor.  F.  Attiret,  a  French  jefuit, 
who  was  indulged  with  the  fight  of  the  palace  and  gardens,  fays,  that  the  palace  is 
more  than  three  miles  in  circumference  and  that  the  front  of  the  building  (nines  with 
guilding,  paint,  and  vamifh,  while  the  infide  is  adorned  and  furnifhed  with  every 
thing  that  is  moft  beautiful  and  precious  in  China,  the  Indies,  and  Europe,  The  gar- 
dens of  this  palace  are  large  tracts  of  ground,  in  which  are  raifed,  at  proper  diftances, 
artificial  mountains,  from  twenty  to.fixty  feet  high.  Thefe  are  diverfified  by  a  number 
of  fmall  vailies,  plentifully  watered  by  canals,  wh::h  united,  form  lakes  and  m.r.s.  E!e- 
gint  barges  fail  on  thefe  pieces  of  water,  and  the  banks  are  ornamented  with  ranges  of 
buildings,  no  two  of  which  are  faid  to  have  any  refemblance  to  each  other.  This 
variety  produces  a  very  pleafing  effect.  Every  valley  has  its  houfe  of  pleafure,  large 
enough  to  lodge  one  of  the  firft  nobility  in  Europe,  with  all  his  retinue.  Many  of  them 
are  built  with  cedar,  tranfported,  at  a  vaft  expenfe,  from  the  diftance  of  five  hundred 
leagues.  Of  thefe  palaces,  there  are  more  than  two  hundred  in  this  vaft  enclosure. 
In  the  middle  of  a  lake,  which  is  near  half  a  league  in  diameter  every  way,  is  a  ree- 
ky ifland,  on  which  (lands  a  palace,  containing  more  than  an  hundred  apartments. 
It  has  four  fronts  and  is  a  very  elegant  and  magnificent  ftru&ure.  The  mountains 
and  hills  are  covered  with  trees,  particularly  fuch  as  produce  beautiful  and  aromatic 
flowers;  and  the  canals  are  edged  with  ruftic  pieces  of  rock,  difpofed  with  fuch  art, 
as  exactly  to  refemble  the  wildnefs  of  nature. 

The  city  of  Peking  is  computed  to  contain  two  milions  of  inhabitants.  Nanking 
is  faid  to  exceed  it  both  in  extent  and  populoufnefs.  Canton  is  the  greateft  port  in 
China,  and  the  only  one  much  frequented  by  Europeans.  The  city  wall  is  about  five 
miles  in  circumference,  with  very  pleafant  walks  around  it.  From  thetopoffome 
adjacent  hills,  on  which  forts  are  built,  there  is  a  fine  profpect  of  the  country. 
It  is  beautifully  interfperfed  with  mountains,  little  hills  and  vailies,  all  green; 
and  thefe  again  pleafantly  diverfified  with  fnall  towns,  villages,  high  towers,  tem- 
ples, the  feats  of  mandarins  and  other  great  men,  which  are  watered  with  delight- 
ful lakes,  canals,  and  fmall  branches  from  the  river  Ta  ;  on  which  numherlefs  boats 
and  junks  fail,  in  different  ways,  through  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  the  country.  The 
city  is  entered  by  feven  iron  gates,  and  withinfide  of  each  there  is  a  guard- houfe. 
The  ftreets  of  Canton  are  very  ftraight,  but  generally  narrow,  and  paved  with  flag- 
ftones.  There  are  many  handfome  buildings  in  this  city,  great  numbers  of  triumphal 
arches,  and  temples  well  flocked  with  images.  The  ftreets  of  Canton  are  fo  crowd- 
ed, that  it  is  difficult  to  walk  in  them  ;  yet  women  of  any  fafnion  are  feldom  to  be 
feiti,  unlefs  by  chance,  when  coming  out  of  their  chairs.  There  are  great  numbers 
of  market  places  for  fifh,  flefh,  poultry,  vegetables,  and  all  kinds  of  provisions,  which 
are  fold  very  cheap.  There  are  many  private  walks  about  the  fkirts  of  the  town,  where 
thofe  of  the  higher  ranks  have  their  houfes,  which  are  very  little  frequented  by  Eu- 
ropeans, whofe  bufinefslies  chiefly  in  the  trading  parts  of  the  city,  where  there  are 
only  (hops  and  warehoufes.  Few  of  the  opulent  Chinefe  traders  keep  their  families 
in  the  houfes  where  they  do  bufinefs,  but  either  in  the  city,  in  the  fuburbs,  or  in  the 
country.  They  have  all  fuch  regard  to  privacy,  that  no  windows  are  made  towards 
the  ftreets,  but  in  ftiops  and  places  of  public  bufinefs  ;  nor  do  any  of  rheir  windows 
look  towards  thofe  of  their  neighbours.  There  are  often  five  thoufand  trading  vef. 
fels  lying  in    the  harbour  of  this  city. 

In  the  laft  voyage  of  captain  Cook,  which  was  performed  for  making  difcoveries 
in  the  north  weft  coaft  of  America,  his  two  veffeis  came  into  the  port  of  Canton. 
Vol.  II  V 
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This  was  in  the  end  of  the  year  1779.  The  narrative  of  that  voyage  contains  fome 
curious  particulars  reflecting  the  prefent  ftate  of  China.  Amidft  a  multitude  of  fimi- 
Jar  omiffions,  in  every  European  edition  of  this  fyftera  of  Geography,  it  is  fomewhat 
ftrange  that  no  notice  whatever  has  been  taken  of  the  information  given  in  the  ac- 
count of  captain  Cook's  voyage.  We  fliall  here  fclect  fome  of  the  moft  interefting 
circumftances  in  that  part  of  the  narrative,  which  regards  Canton. 

The  city,  including  the  old  and  new  town,  and  the  fuburbs,  is  about  ten  miles  in 
circuit.  As  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  a  Chinefe  family  confifts,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, of  more  perfons,  than  a  family  in  Europe.  A  mandarin,  according  to  his  rank 
and  property,  has  from  five  to  twenty  wives  ;  a  merchant,  from  three  to  five. 
One  merchant  at  Canton  had  twenty-five  wives,  and  thirty-fix  children,  but  this  was 
an  uncommon  inftance.  An  opulent  tradefman  has  ufually  two  wives  ;  and  the  in- 
ferior clafs  of  people,  very  feldom  more  than  one.  The  fervants  in  China  are,  at  leaft, 
double  in  number  to  thofe  employed  by  perfons  of  the  fame  condition  in  Europe. 
A  Chinefe  houfe  occupies  a  greater  fpace  of  ground  than  is  ufual  in  Europe  ;  a  fpace 
perhaps,  thrice  as  great.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  the  family  is  one  third  more  nume- 
rous. Balancing  thefe  oppofite  circumftances,  the  hiftorian  of  the  voyage  conjectures, 
that  a  Chinefe  town  contains  only  half  the  number  of  people  in  an  European  town 
of  the  fame  extent.  His  conclufion  is,  that  Canton  has  probably  an  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  inhabitants. 

As  to  the  boats.,  or  floating  habitations,  upon  the  river  Tigris,  at  Canton,  they  are 
eftimated,  by  the  loweft  accounts,  at  forty  thoufand.  They  are  moored  in  rows 
clofe  to  each  other,  with  a  narrow  paflage  at  intervals  fjr  the  boats  to  pafs  up  and 
down  the  river.  The  Tygris  at  Canton,  is  not  near  as  wide  as  the  Delaware,  at 
Philadelphia,  and  the  whole  river  is  covered,  in  this  manner,  for  the  extent  of  at 
leaft  a  mile.  Hence  the  computation  of  forty  thoufand  of  thefe  boats,  does  not  ap- 
pear exaggerated.  Each  of  them  contains  a  family,  fo  that  the  total  number  of  their 
inhabitants  rauft  be  verv  great.  The  military  force  of  the  province  of  Quang-tong,  of 
whichCanton  is  the  capital,  amounts  to  fifty  thoufand  men.  Of  thefe,  twenty  thou- 
fand are  ftationed  in  or  near  Canton.  One  of  the  Englifh  officers  was  allured,  that  on 
occafion  of  fome  difturbance,  thirty  thoufand  foldiers  had  been  drawn  together  in 
the  fpace  of  a  few  hours.  The  ftreets  are  long,  but  moft  of  them  narrow  and  irre- 
gular. They  are  well  paved  with  large  ftones,  and  moft  of  them  are  kept  very  clean. 
Their  houfes  are  built  of  brick,  and  one  ftory  high,  which  accounts  fully  for  the 
greater  fpace  of  ground  that  a  Chinefe  town  covers,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  its  houfes.  Thofe  of  Canton  have  generally  two  or  three  courts  backward,  in 
which  are  the  ware  houfes  for  merchandife  ■,  and  in  the  houfes  wichin  the  walls -of 
the  old  town,  thefe  courts  a!fo  contain  the  apartments  of  the  women.  A  very  few  of 
the  meaneft  buildings  are  of  wood. 

One  of  the  Englifh  officers,  who  was  on  board  of  a  Chinefe  boat,  thought  thefe 
boats  more  neat  and  convenient  for  paflengers,  than  any  others  that  he  had  ever 
feen.  They  are  of  various  fizes,  almoft  flat  at  the  bottom,  very  broad  upon  the 
beam,  and  narrow  at  the  head  and  ftern,  both  which  are  raifed  and  ornamented. 
The  apartment,  where  this  gentleman  fat,  was  furnifhed  with  handfome  mats,  chairs, 
and  tables. 

The  wages  of  labour  in  China,  were  ftated  to  be  as  follow,  viz.  a  porter,  eightpence 
fterling  per  day  ;  a  tailor,  five- pence,  with  rice-,  a  handicraftfman,  eight-pence  ;  a 
common  labourer,  from  three-pence  to  five-pence.  The  labour  of  women  is  confider- 
ably  cheaper. 

The  writer  of  this  voyage,  complains  of  the  difficulties  call  in  his  way  by  the  pub. 
lie  officers:  and  draws  an  inference  of  the  depraved  difpoiition  of  the  Chinefe,  from 
their  having  never  entered  into  terms  of  friendfhip  with  any  of  the  fupercargoes  or 
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ether  Englifti,  concerned  in  the  foreign  commerce  at  Canton.  This  writer  fhould, 
have  remembered,  that  the  honourable  Eatt-India  company  has,  upon  all  occafions 
acted  as  an  incorporation  of  fraud,  robbery,  and  murder;  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  that 
the  Chinefearc  to  feel  any  fentiments  of  confidence,  or  even  of  refpect,  for  the  agents 
of  fuch  a  body.  The  hiftorian  of  Anfon's  piratical  voyage,  has  collected  a  lift  of  the 
petty  rogueries  committed  by  theChinefe  on  the  people  of  the  Centurion  ;  and  thence 
he  draws  fome  very  degrading  inferences  as  to  the  nation  in  general.  He  forgot,  per- 
haps, that  the  Chinefe  never  wander  four  thonfand  leagues  from  their  own  countrv 
to  plunder  (hips,  and  or  {et  villages  on  fire.  In  the  fcale  of  impartial  juftice,  the 
burning  of  Paita,  fo  triumphantly  defcribed  in  Anfcn's  narrative,  was  itfelf  an  action 
infinitely  more  difgraceful  than  all  the  tricks  alledged  againft  the  Chinefe  put  togeth- 
er. 

Trade  and  manufactures.]  China  is  fo  happily  fituated,  and  produces  fuch 
a  variety  of  materials  for  manufactures,  that  it  may  be  termed  the  native  land  of  in- 
duftry.  The  Chinefe  make  paper  of  the  bark  of  bamboo,  and  other  trees,  and  of  cot- 
ton •,  but  none  of  it  is  comparable,  for  records  or  printing,  to  that  of  Europe.  Their 
ink,  for  the  ufe  of  drawing,  is  faid  to  be  made  of  oil  and  lamp-black.  Their  printing  is 
performed  by  cutting  the  characters  on  blocks  of  wood.  The  manufacture  of  China- 
ware  was  long  a  fecret  unknown  in  Europe,  and  carried  immenfe  fums  from  thence. 
Though  the  Chinefe  affect  to  keep  the  manufacture  ftill  a  fecret,  yet  it  is  well  known 
that  the  principal  material  is  prepared  pulverized  earth,  and  that  feveral  European 
countries  exceed  the  Chinefe  in  manufacturing  this  commodity.  The  Chinefe  filks 
are  generally  plain  and  flowered  gaufes,  which  are  faid  to  have  been  originally  fabri- 
cated in  that  country,  where  the  art  of  rearing  filk- worms  was  firft  difcovered.  They 
Jikewife  manufacture  filks  of  a  more  durable  kind,  and  their  cotton,  and  other  cloths  are 
famous  for  furnifhing  a  light  warm  drefs. 

Their  trade  is  open  to  all  the  European  nations,  with  whom  they  deal  for  ready 
money*.  Since  the  difcovery  of  the  porcelane  manufactures,  and  the  vaft  improve- 
ments the  Europeans  have  made  in  the  weaving  branches,  the  Chinefe  commerce  has 
been  on  the  decline. 

Constitution  and  government.]  The  original  plan  of  the  Chinefe  government 
was  patriarchal.  Duty  and  obedience  to  the  father  of  each  family  was  recommended 
and  enforced  in  the  moft  rigorous  manner  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  the  emperor  was 
confidered  as  the  father  of  the  whole.  His  mandarin?,  or  great  officers  of  ftate,  were 
looked  upon  as  hisfubftituf.es  ;  and  the  degrees  offubmiffion  which  were  due' from 
the  inferior  ranks  to  the  fuperior,  were  fettled  and  obferved  with  the  moft  fcrupulous 
precision.  This  fimple  claim  of  obedience  required  great  addrefs  and  knowledge  of 
human  nature  to  render  it  effectual.  The  mandarins  had  modes  of  fpeaking  and 
writing  different  from  thofe  of  other  fubjects,  and  the  people  were  taught  to  believe 
that  their  princes  partook  of  divinity,  fo  that  they  were  rarely  ftsn,  and  more  rare- 
ly approached. 

Though  this  fyftem  preferved  the  public  tranquillity  for  a  great  number  of  vears 
yet  it  had  a  fundamental  defect  that  often  convulfed,  and  at  laft  proved  fatal  to] 
the  ftate,  becaufe  the  fame  attention  was  not  paid  to  the  military  as  to  the  civil  du- 
ties. The  Chinefe  had  paffions  like  other  men,  and  foretimes  a  weak  or  corrupted 
adminiftration  drove  them  into  arms,  and  a  revolution  eafily  fucceeded,  which  they 
juftified  by  faying,  that  their  fovereign  had  ceafed  to  be  their  father.  During  thofe 
commotions,  one  of  the  parties  naturally    invited  their  neighbours,  the  Tartars,  to 

•  In  the  London  edition,  there  is  »dded  this  sage  remark  :  »   For  such  is  the  pride  and  avarice  of  the  Chinese,  that  they 
5SSeita&   ^      l°  °Wn" "  A  F?fWnCe  W  *Sir  W"  "W^&ttww  deserves  praise,  instead  of  such  «J 


?6  CHIN  A. 

their  affiftance,  who  availed  themfelves  of  the  favourable  opportunity  ;  and,  having 
invaded  and  conquered  the  empire,  they  gradually  conformed  to  the  Chinefe  ir.ftitu- 
tions. 

By  the  laws  of  China,  the  mandarins  might  remonftrate  to  the  emperor  upon 
the  errors  of  his  government  ;  and  when  he  was  a  virtuous  prince,  this  freedom  was 
often  attended  with  falutary  effects.  China  is  well  provided  with  magi  urates  for 
the  difcharge  of  juftice  ;  but  they  often  want  public  virtue.  The  emperor  is  ftyled, 
"  Holy/on  of  heaven,  fok  governor  of  the  earth,  great  father  cf his  people,"  titles  hardly 
more  abfurd  than  thofe  of  many  fovereigns  of  Europe. 

Religion.]  The  religion  of  China  is  idolatry.  It  has  been  afferted  that  Confu- 
cius and  its  other  ancient  philofophers  and  law-givers  had  juft  ideas  of  the  Divinity, 
although  they  eftablifhed  paganifm.  Above  a  century  ago,  the  chrirtian  religion  was 
introduced  among  the  people,  and  many  converts  nn.le,  by  the  Jduits  But  being 
charged,  whether  juftly  or  not,  we  cannot  decide,  with  interfering  in  the  affairs  of 
government,  they  were  expelled,  their  churches  destroyed,  and  the  exercife  of  Chris- 
tianity prohibited. 

Public  roads.]  Thefecurity  of  travellers,  and  an  eafv  conveyance  for  pafTen- 
gers  and  merchandize  of  every  kind,  are  objects  of  particular  attention  to  the  Chinefe 
administration. 

The  roads  are  in  general  very  broad  •,  they  are  paved  in  all  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces, and  in  fome  of  the  northern.  Valleys  have  been  filled  up,  and  pafi'tges  cut 
through  recks  and  mountains,  to  make  commodious  and  level  highways.  They  are 
commonly  bordered  with  lofty  trees,  and  fometimes  with  walls  eight  or  ten  feet 
in  height,  to  prevent  travellers  from  entering  into  the  fields.  Openings  are  left  in 
them  at  certain  intervals  which  give  a  paffage  into  crofs  roads,  that  conduct  to  dif- 
ferent villages.  On  the  great  roads,  covered  feats  are  erected  at  proper  distances, 
where  the  traveller  may  fhelter  himlelf  from  the  inclemency  of  winter  or  the  excefiive 
heats  of  fummer. 

There  is  no  want  of  inns  on  the  principal  highways,  and  even  on  the  crofs  reads. 
They  are  fpacious,  but  badly  fupplied  with  proviiions.  People  are  obliged  to  carry 
beds  with  them*,  or  to  fleep  on  a  plain  mat. 

Thereare  manv  turrets  called  poft-houfes,  erected  a?  certain  difhancesone  from  ano- 
ther, with  a  flag-{bff,  on  which  is  boiited  the  imperial  pendant.  Thefe  are  guarded  by 
foldiers,  who  run  from  onepoft  to  another  with  great  fpeed,  curving  !ette:s,  which 
concern  the  empercr.  The  turrets  are  in  fight  of  one  another,  an  j  by  fignals,  intelli- 
gence is  conveyed  of  any  remarkable  event.  By  thefe  means  the  court  is  informed 
in  the  fpeediefl:  manner,  of  whatever  difturbance  may  happen  in  the  mod  remote 
part  of  the  empire. 

Revenues.]  Thefe  are  faid,  by  the  abbe  Grofier,  to  amount  to  forty-one  millions 
fterling,  a  year  ;  bur  this  cannot  be  meant  in  money  which  does  not  abound  in  China. 
The  taxes  collected  for  the  ufe  of  government,  in  rice,  and  other  commodities,  are  cer- 
tainly very  great. 

Militarv  and  marine  strength.]  China  is,  at  this  time,  a  more  powerful  em- 
pire than  it  was  before  its  conqueft  by  the  eaftern  Tartars,  in  1644.  Chun-tchi,  the 
firft  Tartarian  emp;tor  of  China,  obliged  his  hereditary  fubjects  to  conform  themfelves 
to  the  Chinefe  manners  and  policy,  and  the  Chinefe  to  wear  the  Tartar  drefs  and 
arms.  Th:  two  nations  were  thereby  incorporated.  The  Chinefe  were  appointed  to 
all  the  civil  offices  of  the  empire.     The  emperor   made    Peking  the  feat  of  govern- 

•  The  hero  of  the  Pleasing  history  is  attended  by  s  servant,  who  carries  a  bed  behind  him  on  his  ass.  This  is  one 
cfthe  numerous  circumstances  in  that  work,  which  corroborate  the  moclcma^oums  ot  China, 
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ment,  and  the  Tartars  quietly  fubmitted  to  a  change  of  their  country   and  condition, 
which  was  Co  much  in  their  favour. 

The  troops  of  this  empire  amount  to  morethan  fevenv hundred  thoufand.  Father 
Amiot  was  told  by  one  of  the  Chinefe  literati,  that  their  militia  were,  at  leaft,  two 
millions.  Many  thoufands  are  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  canals,  the  great  roads,  and  the  public  peace.  The  imperial  guards, 
amount  to  about  thirty  thoufand.  As  to  the  marine  force,  it  is  compofed  chiefly  of 
fmall  (hips,  that  trade  coaft-ways,  or  to  the  neighbouring  countries,  or  are  intended 
to  prevent  fudden  defcents. 

A  treatife  on  the  military  art,  tranflated  from  the  Chinefe  into  the  French  lan- 
guage, was  publiihed  at  Paris  in  1772,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Chinefe  are 
well  verfed  in  tl#.  theory  of  the  art  of  war.-,  but  caution  is  recommended  to  their  gen- 
erals •,  and  one  of  their  maxims  is,  never  to  fight  with  enemies  either  more  numerous 
or  better  armed  than  themfelves. 

History.]  The  Chinefe  annals  havebeen  carried  beyond  the  period  to  which  the 
fcripture  chronology  atligns  the  creation  of  the  world.  Poan-Kou  is  faid  by  them  to 
have  been  the  firft  man  ;  and  the  interval  of  time  between  him  and  the  death  of 
the  celebrated  Confucius,  which  was  in  the  year  before  Chrift  479,  hath  been  reck- 
oned from  two  hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  to  ninety-fix  million  nine  hundred 
and  fixty-one  thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  forty  years.  But  it  appears,  that  all  the 
Chinefe  hiftorical  relations  of  events,  prior  to  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Yao,  who  liv- 
ed two  thoufand  and  fifty- feven  years  before  Ch rift*,  are  fabulous.  The  origin  of 
the  Chinefe  empire  cannot  be  placed  higher  than  two  or  three  generations  before 
Yao.  But  even  this  is  carrying  the  empire  of  China  to  a  very  high  antiquity.  It  is 
certain  that  the  materials  for  Chinefe  hiftory  are  extremely  ample.  The  grand  an- 
nals of  the  empire  of  China  are  comprehended  in  fix  hundred  and  fixty- eight 
volumes.  They  confift  of  the  pieces  that  have  been  compofed  by  the  tribunal,  or 
department  of  hiftory,  eftablifhed  in  China,  for  tranfmitting  to  pofterity  the  public 
events  of  the  empire,  and  the  lives,  characters,  and  tranfaclions  of  its  fovereigns. 
It  is  faid,  that  all  the  fads  which  concern  the  monarchy  fince  its  foundation, 
have  been  depofited  in  this  department,  and  from  age  to  age  have  been  arranged  in 
the  order  of  time,  under  the  inflection  of  government,  and  with  all  the  precau- 
tions againft  partiality  that  could  be  fuggefted.  Thefe  precautions  have  been  car- 
ried fo  far,  that  the  hiftory  of  the  reign  of  each  imperial  family  has  only  been 
publifhed  after  the  extinction  of  that  family,  and  was  kept  a  profound  fecret  du- 
ring the  dynafty,  that  neither  fear  nor  flattery  might  adulterate  the  truth.  It  is 
afl'erted,  that  many  of  the  Chinefe  hiftorians  expofed  themfelves  to  exile,  and  death, 
rather  than  difguife  the  defects  and  vices  of  the  fovereign.  The  emperor  Chi-hoangti, 
at  whofe  command  the  great  wall  was  built,  in  the  year  two  hundred  and  thirteen  be- 
fore the  ch'riftian  era,  ordered  all  the  hiftorical  books  and  records,  which  contain- 
ed the  fundamental  laws  and  principles  of  the  ancient  government,  with  the  medals, 
infcriptions,  and  monuments  of  antiquity,  to  be  burnt,  that  they  might  not  be  em- 
ployed by  the  learned  to  oppofe  his  authority,  and  refift  the  changes  that  he  propof- 
ed  to  introduce  into  the  monarchy  ;  and  that  there  might  remain  no  earlier  date 
or  authority,  relative  to  religion,  fcience,  or  politics,  than  thofe  of  his  own  reign. 
Four  hundred  literati  were  burnt  with  their  books;  yet  this  edict  had  not  its  full 
effect ;  feveral  books  were  concealed,  and  efcaped  the  general  ruin.  After  this  peri- 
od, ftrict  fearch  was  made  for  the  ancient  books  and  records  that  yet  remained;  but, 
owing  to  the  deftruction  caufed  by  Chi-hoangti,  the  authentic  hiftorical  fources  of 

•  This  account  brings  Yao  within  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  years  of  the  deluge  ;  and  if  it  be  true,  as  the  text   ad- 
mits, that  the  Chinese  empire  was  founded  a  longtime  before  his  reign,  the  reckoning  is  very  narrow. 
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the  Chinefe,  for  the  times  anterior  to  the  year  two  hundred  before  Chrift,  are  very 
few.  The  Chinefe  hiftory  is  (till  immenfely  voluminous.  Of  the  fix  hundred  and 
fixty-eight  volumes  of  annals  before  mentioned,  a  copy  is  preferved  in  the  library 
of  the  late  French  king.  An  abridgement  of  this  work,  in  one  hundred  volumes,  was 
publifhed  by  the  Chinefe  government,  in  the  year  1703. 

The  ftruggles  of  the  Chinefe  with  the  Tartars,  which  lafted  for  feveral  centuries, 
and  the  violence  of  domeftic  factions,  produced  bloody  wars,  and  many  revolutions; 
fo  that  though  the  Chinefe  empire  is  hereditary,  the  imperial  fucceflion  has  been  often 
interrupted.  Upwards  of  twenty  families  of  fucceflion,  are  enumerated  in  their 
annals. 

Zingis  Khan,  and  Tamerlane,  though  they  often  defeated  the  Chinefe,  could  not 
fubdue  their  empire  •,  and  neither  of  them  could  keep  the  conqusfts  that  they  had 
made  there.  After  their  invafions  were  over,  the  Chinefe  engaged  in  a  war  with  the 
Manchew  Tartars,  while  Tfontching  was  upon  the  throne.  In  the  mean  time,  a  bold 
rebel,  named  Li  cong-tfe,  in  the  province  of  Se  tchuen,  dethroned  the  emperor,  who 
hanged  himfelf.  Ou-fan-quey,  the  Chinefe  general,  on  the  frontiers  of  Tartary,  re- 
fufed  to  recognife  the  ufurner.  He  made  a  peace  with  Chun-tchi,  the  Manchew 
prince,  who  drove  the  ufurper  from  the  throne,  and  took  pofleflion  of  it  himfelf, 
about  the  year  1644.  The  Tartar  maintained  himfelf  in  his  authority,  and,  in  efFec~r, 
Tartary  became  an  acquifition  to  China.  About  the  year  1661,  the  Chinefe,  under 
this  Tartar  family,  drove  the  Dutch  out  of  the  ifland  of  Formofa,  which  the  latter 
had  taken  from  the  Portuguefe. 

In  the  year  1771,  all  the  Tartars  which  compofed  the  nation  of  the  Tourgouths, 
left  the  fettlements  which  they  pofl'efled  under  the  Ruffian  government  on  the  banks 
of  the  Wolga  and  the  Iaick,  at  a  fma'd  diftance  from  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  in  a  vaft 
body  of  fifty  thoufand  families,  they  pafftd  through  the  country  of  the  HatTacks. 
After  a  march  of  eio-ht  months,  i.i  which  they  furmounted  innumerable  difficulties 
and  dangers,  they  arrived  in  the  plains  that  lie  on  the  frontier  of  Carapen,  net  far 
from  the  b.ir.ks  of  the  river  Ily,  and  offered  themfelves  as  fubjecls  to  Kien-Jong,  em- 
peror of  China.  He  received  them  gracioufly,  furnifhed  them  with  provifiens,  clothes, 
and  money,  and  allotted  to  each  family  a  portion  of  land  for  agriculture  and  paftarage. 
Next  year  there  was  a  fecond  migration  of  about  thirty  thoufand  other  Tartar  fami- 
lies; who  a'fo  quitted  their  fett'ements  under  the  Ruffian  government,  end  fubmitted 
to  the  Chinefe  fceptre.  The  emperor  caufed  the  hiftory  of  thefe  migrations  to  be  en* 
graven  upon  none,  in  four  difLrent  languages.  It  is  a  vulgar  miftake  to  fay  that  this 
empire  enjoys  a  profound  peace.  Its  wars  with  the  independent  Tartar?,  have,  dur- 
ing this  century,  been  obfiinate  and  bloody.  The  prodigious  defarts  that  disjoin  it 
from  Rufiia,  have  hitherto  prevented  a  rupture  between  thefe  two  empires. 
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Situation  and  "i  rnTAHIS  vaft  country   is  fituated   between  the  66th  and    109th 

boundaries.  /     \^  degrees   of  eaft  longitude,   and  between  one   and  forty   of 

north  latitude.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  the  countries  of  Usbec  Tartary  and 

Thibet ;  on  the  fouth,  by  the  Indian  Ocean  ;  on  the  eaft,  by  China  and  the  Chinefe 

Sea  ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  Perfiaand  the  Indian  Sea. 

Divisions.]  India  is  divided,  by  geographers,  into  three  parts  •,  the  peninfula  of 
India  beyond  the  Ganges,  the  Mogul  empire,  and  the  peninfula  on  this  fide  of  the 
Ganges  ;  all  thefe  are  populous  and  extenfive  empires. 
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Population  and  inhabitants.]  Mr.  Orme  comprehends  the  two  latter  divifions 
under  the  title  of  Indoftan.  The  Mahometans,  who  are  called  Moors  of  Indoftan, 
are  computed  at  ten  millions,  and  the  Indians  at  one  hundred  millions.  Above  half 
the  empire  is  fubject  to  the  rajahs,  or  kings,  who  derive  their  defcent  from  the  old 
princes  of  India,  and  exercife  every  right  of  fovereignty,  only  paying  tribute  to  the 
great  Mogul.  The  ancient  government  of  Indoftan  was  full  of  checks  upon  the  great- 
nefs  of  any  fubject  •,  but  the  indolence  of  the  moguls  and  the  factious  fpirit  of  their 
viceroys,  have  rendered  them  fruitlefs. 

The  original  inhabitants  of  Indiaare  called  Gentoos,  or  Hindoos.  They  have,  from 
time  immemorial,  been  divided  into  four  great  tribes.  The  firft,  and  moft  noble  tribe, 
are  the  Bramins.  They  alone  officiate  in  the  priefthood.  They  are  not  excluded  from 
government,  trade,  or  agriculture,  though,  by  their  laws,  they  are  ftrictly  prohibit- 
from  all  menial  offices.  The  fecond  in  ordiris  the  Sittri  tribe,  who,  by  their  original 
inftitution,  ought  all  to  be  military  men  ;  but  they  frequently  follow  other  profef- 
fions.  The  third  is  the  trib?  of  Beife,  who  are  chiefly  merchants,  bankers,  and  fliop- 
keepers.  The  fourth  tribe  is  that  of  Sudder,  who  ought  to  be  menial  fervants  ;  and 
cannot  raife  themfelves  to  any  fuperior  rank.  If  a  Hindoo  be  excommunicated  from 
any  cf  the  four  tribe*,  he  and  his  pofterity  are  for  ever  fhut  out  from  the  fociety  of 
every  body  in  the  nation,  except  that  cf  the  Harri  caft,  who  are  held  in  utter  detefta- 
tion  by  all  other  tribes,  and  are  employed  only  in  the  meaneft  and  vileft  offices. 
This  circumftance  renders  excommunication  fo  dreadful,  that  any  Hindoo  will  fuffer 
torture  and  death,  fooner  than  deviate  from  one  article  of  his  faith. 

Befidesthis  divifioninto  tribes,  the  Gentoos  are  alfofubdivided  into  cafts,  orfmall- 
erclaflesand  tribes;  and  it  has  been  computed  that  there  are  eighty-four  of  tlwfe  cafts, 
though  fame  have  fuppofed  that  there  is  a  greater  number.  The  order  of  preemi- 
nence of  all  the  cafts,  in  a  peculiar  city  or  province,  is,  for  the  mod:  part,  indifput- 
ably  decided.  An  Indian  of  an  inferior,  would  think  himfelf  honoured  by  adopting 
the  cuftoms  of  a  fuperior  caft  ;  but  this  iaft  would  give  battle  fooner  than  not  vin- 
dicate its  prerogatives.  The  inferior  receives  the  victuals  prepared  by  a  fuperior  caft 
with  refpect  •,  but  the  fuperior  will  not  partake  of  a  meal  which  has  been  prepr.red 
by  a  pnfon  of  an  inferior  caft.  Their  marriages  are  circumfcribed  by  the  fame  bar- 
riers as  the  reft  of  their  intercourfes.  There  are  fome  cafts  remarkable  for  beauty  9 
and  others  for  uglinefs.  The  moft  linking  features  in  the  character  of  the  Hindoos> 
are  rheir  fuperftition,  and  veneration  for  the  inftitutions  and  tenetsoftheir  forefathers- 

The  members  of  each  caft,  adhere,  invariably,  to  the  profefiion  cf  their  forefathers. 
From  generation  to  generation,  the  fame  families  have  followed,  and  willalways  con«. 
tinue  to  follow,  one  Uniform  line  of  life.  To  this  may  be  afcribed  that  high  degree 
of  peifection,  confpicuous  in  many  of  the  Indian  manufactures;  and  though  vene- 
ration for  the  practices  of  their  anceftors,  may  check  the  fpirit  of  invention,  yet,  by 
adhering  to  thefe,  they  acquire  fuch  an  expertnefs  and  delicacy  of  hand,  that  Euro- 
peans, with  all  the  advantages  of  fuperior  fcience,  and  aid  cf  more  complete  instru- 
ments, have  not  always  been  able  to  equal  the  exquifite  execution  of  their  workman- 
ship. While  this  high  improvement  of  their  more  curious  manufactures  excited  the 
admiration,  and  attracted  the  commerce,  of  other  nations,  the  feparation  of  profef- 
fions  in  India,  and  the  early  distribution  of  the  people  into  clalTes,  attached  to  pecu- 
liar kinds  of  labour,  fecured  fuch  abundance  of  more  common  and  ufeful  commodi- 
ties, as  not  only  fupplied  their  own  wants,  but  miniftered  to  thofe  of  the  countries 
around  them. 

To  this  early  divifion  of  the  people  into  cafts,  we  muft  likewife  afcribe  a  ftriking 
peculiarity  in  the  ftate  of  India,  the  permanence  of  its  inftitutions,  and  the  immuta- 
bility in  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants.   What  now  is  in  India,  always  was  there,  and 


80  'INDIA    IN   GENERAL. 

is  fti'l  likely  to  continue.  Neither  the  ferocious  fanaticifm  of  its  Mahometan  conquer- 
ors, nor  the  power  of  its  European  mafters,  have  effected  any  considerable  altera- 
tion. The  fame  distinctions  of  condition  take  place,  the  fame  arrangements  in  civil 
and  domeftic  fociety  remain,  the  fame  maxims  of  religion  are  held  in  veneration, 
and  the  fame  fciences  and  arts  are  cultivated.  Hence,  in  all  ages,  the  trade  with  In- 
dia has  been  the  fame  ;  gold  and  filver  have  uniformly  been  carried  thither,  in  order 
to  purchafe  the  fame  commodities  with  which  it  now  fupplies  all  nations  ;  and  from 
the  age  of  Pliny  to  the  prefent  times,  it  has  always  been  confidered  as  the  gulf  which 
fwallows  up  the  precious  metals  of  every  other  country,  that  flow  inceffantly  towards 
it,  and  from  which  they  never  return. 

Religion.]  Thebramins,  or  priefts  of  India,  pretend  that  Brumma,  their  legifla- 
tor  both  in  politics  and  religion,  was  inferior  only  to  God,  and  that  he  exifted  many 
thoufand  years  before  our  account  of  the  creation.  The  bramins  pretend  that  he  be- 
queathed to  them  a  hook  called  the  Vedam,  containing  his  doctrines  and  inftitutions  ; 
and  though  the  original  is  loft,  they  Still  poffefs  a  facred  commentary  upon  it,  writ- 
ten in  the  Shanfcrite,  which  is  a  language  known  only  to  the  bramins  who  Study  it. 
The  foundations  of  Brumma's  doctrine  confifted  in  the  belief  of  a  Supreme  Being, 
who  created  a  regular  gradation  of  beings,  fome  fuperior,  and  fome  inferior  to 
man  ;  in  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  in  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, which  was  to  confift  of  tranfmigration  into  different  bodies,  according  to  the 
lives  that  they  had  led  in  their  pre-exiftent  ftate.  From  this  it  fecms  that  the  Pytha- 
gorean metempfychofis  took  its  rife  in  India.  To  inculcate  this  doctrine  into  the 
lower  ranks,  the  bramins  have  recourfe  to  fenfible  reprefentations  of  the  deity  ;  fo 
that,  the  original  doctrines  of  Brumma  have  degenerated  into  the  worfhip  of  differ- 
ent animals,  and  of  various  images  with  the  moll  hideous  figures,  delineated  or  car- 
ved. Wooden  images  are  placed  in  all  their  temples,  and,  on  certain  feftivals,  are 
exhibited  in  the  high  roads  and  in  the  Streets  of  towns.  The  human  figures,  with  e- 
lephants' heads,  which  are  the  objects  of  their  devotion,  have  manv  hands,  and  are 
enormoufly  corpulent. 

The  inftitutions  of  religion,  in  the  extenfive  countries  ftretching  from  the  banks  of 
the  Indus  to  Cape  Comorin,  prefent  to  view  an  afpeet  nearly  fimilar.  They  form  a 
regular  and  complete  fyftem  of  faith,  Strengthened  by  every  circumftance  which  can 
excite  the  reverence  andfecure  the  attachment  of  the  people.  The  temples,  confe- 
crated  to  their  deities,  are  magnificent,  and  adorned,  not  only  with  rich  offerings, 
but  with  the  beft  works  in  painting  and  fculptnre,  which  their  artifts  were  capable 
of  executing.  The  rites  of  their  worfhip  are  fplendid,  and  the  performance  of  them 
not  only  mingles  in  all  tranfactions  of  common  life,  but  conftitutes  an  effential  part 
of  them.  The  bramins  are  elevated  above  every  other  order  of  men,  by  an  origin 
deemed  not  only  more  noble,  but  acknowledged  to  be  facred.  They  have  eftablifhed 
among  themfelves,  a  regular  gradation  of  ranks,  which,  by  fecuring  fubordination 
in  their  own  order,  adds  weight  to  their  authority,  and  gives  them  a  more  abfolutc 
dominion  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  This  dominion  they  fupport  by  trie-command 
of  the  immenfe  revenues,  with  which  the  fuperftition  of  princes,  and  the  zeal  of  pil- 
grims and  devotees,   have  enriched  their  pagodas. 

In  India,  the  dominion  of  religion  extends  to  a  thoufand  particulars,  which  in 
other  countries  are  governed  either  by  the  civil  laws,  or  by  tafte,  cuftom,  or  fafhion. 
Drefs,  food,  the  common  intercourfes  of  life,  marriages,  profeffions,  are  all  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  religion.  The  original  government  of  the  Hindoos,  was  an  hie- 
rarchy -,  for  the  higheft  authority  was  poffeffed  by  the  priefthood.  All  the  cafts  ac- 
knowledge the  Bramins  for  their  priefts,  and  believe  in  tranfmigration.  The  greater 
number  of  cafts  eat,  although  very  fparingly,  both  of  fifh  and  flefh  ;  but  not  of  all 
kinds  indifferently.  The  food  of  th«  Hindoos  is  Simple,  confuting  chiefly  of  rice,  ghee, 
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which  is  a  kfnd  of  imperfect  butter,  milk,  vegetable?,  and  oriental  fpices  of  differ- 
ent kinds.  The  ift-may  eat  the  fiefh  of  goats,  mutton,  and  poultry.  Other 
fuperior  cafts  may  eat  poultry  and  fifli  ;  but  the  inferior  cafts  are  prohibited  from 
eating  flefti  or  fifti  of  any  kind'.  Their  greater!  luxury  confifts  in  the  ufe  of  the  rich- 
eft  fpiceries  and  perfumes,  of  which  the  great  people  are  very  lavifh,  and  which  grew 
almoft  fpontaneoufly  in  their  gardens.  They  efteem  milk  the  pureft  of  foods  ;  and 
the  cow  itfelf  they  regard  almoft  like  a  divinity. 

Their  manners  are  gentle-,  their  happinefs  confifts  in  thefolacements  of  domeftic 
life  ;  and  they  are  taught  by  their  religion,  that  matrimony  is  an  indifpenfible  duty  in 
every  man,  who  does  not  entirely  feparatc  himfelf  from  the  world  through  a  princi- 
ple of  devotion.  Their  religion  permits  them  to  have  feveral  wives  •,  but  they  fei- 
dom  have  more  than  ene  •,  and  it  has  been  obferved,  that  their  wives  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  decency  of  demeanor,  an  attention  in  their  families  and  a  fidelity  to 
their  vows,  which  reflect  the  higheft  honour  on  human  nature.  The  amufements 
of  the  Hindoos,  confift  in  afiifting  at  religious  ftiows,  and  in  fulfilling  a  variety  of  ce- 
remonies prefcribed  to  them  by  the  brahmins.  Their  religion  feems  to  forbid  them 
to  quit  their  own  Chores*,  nor  do  they  want  anything  from  abroad.  They  might, 
therefore,  have  lived  in  much  tranquillity  and  happinefs,  if  others  had  regarded 
them  with  the  fame  indifference,   which  they  have  for  the  reft  of  the  world. 

The  foldiers  are  commonly  called  rajah  poots,  or  perfons  defcended  from  rajahs; 
they  refide  chiefly  in  the  northern  provinces,  and  are  generally  more  fair-complexioned 
than  the  people  ofthe-fouth.  Thefe  rajah  poots  are  a  robuft,  brave,  faithful  people, 
and  enter  into  the  fervice  of  thofe  who  will  pay  them  ;  but  when  the  leader  falls  in 
battle,  they  think  that  their  engagements  to  him  are  finifhed,  and  they  run  off"  the 
field  without  any  ftain  upon  their  reputation. 

Customs  and  dress.]  The  cuftom  of  women  burning  themfelves,  upon  the 
death  of  their  hufbands,  ftill  continues  to  be  praclifed  among  fome  of  high  caft  and 
condition,  though  much  lefs  frequently  than  formerly,  and  it  is  faid,  that  the  brah- 
mins now  do  not  encourage  it. 

The  Gentoos  are  careful  of  the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  and  their  public  works 
and  convejiiencies.  There  fcarcely  occurs  an  inftance  of  robbery  in  Indoftan,  though 
the  diamond  merchants  travel  without  defensive  weapons.  According  to  a  late  writer, 
the  Hindoos,  as  well  as  the  Perfians,  Tartars,  and  adjoining  nations,  who  have  in- 
habited Indoftan  fince  it  was  invaded  by  Tamerlane,  though  of  different  countries, 
religions,  laws,  and  cuftoms,  poffefs,  neverthelefs,  in  equal  degrees,  hofpitality,  polite  - 
nefs,  and  addrefs.  In  refinement  and  eafe  they  are  fuperior  to  any  people  to  the  weft-' 
ward  of  them. 

The  complexion  of  the  Gentoos  is  black,  their  hair  is  long,  their  perfons  are 
ftraight  and  elegant,  their  limbs  finely  proportioned,  their  fingers  long  and*  taper- 
ing, their  countenances  open  and  pleafant,  and  their  features  exhibit  the  moft  deli- 
cate lines  of  beauty   in  the  females,  and  in  the  males  a  kind  of  manly  foftnefs. 

Their  walk  and  gait,  as  well  as  their  deportment,  are  graceful.     The  drefs  of  the 

t  The  Gentoos  are  persuaded,  that  the  waters  of  the  three  of  washing  away  their  sins.     The  Ganges,  which  rises  in 

great  river",  Ganges,  Kistna,  and  Indus,  have  the  sacred  the  mountains  of  Thibet,  with  its  difFeient  branches,  runs 

virtue  of  purifying  those  who  bathe  in  them,  from  all  polluti-  through  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,    Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  and 

ons  and  sins.     This  religious  idea  seems  to  b«  founded  on  a  the  upper  provinces  of  Oude,  Rohilcund,  Agra,  Delhi,  and 

principle  of  policy,  and  intended  to  restrain  the  natives  from  Lahore.    The  Kistna  divides  the  Carnatic  from  Golconda, 

migrating  into  distant  countries  ;  for  it  fs   remarkable,  that  and  runs  through  the  Visiapore  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 

the  sacred  rivers  are  so  situated,  that  there  is  not  any  part  of  Decan  ;  and  the  Indus,  bounding  the  Guzarat  provinces, 

India  where  the  inhabitants  may  not  have  an.  opportunity  separates  Indostan  from  the  dominions  of  Persia. 

yoc.  IL  Y 
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men  is,  a  kind  of  a  clofe-bodied  gown,  like  our  women's  gowns,  and  wide  trow fers, 
refembling  petticoats,  reaching  down  to  their  flippers.  Such  of  the  women  as  appear 
in  public,  have  fhawls  over  their  heads  and  flioulders,  fhort  clofe  jackets,  and  tight 
drawers  which  come  down  to  their  ancles.  The  drefs  of  the  men  gives  them  an  ap- 
pearance of  effeminacy . 

Their  houfes  have  fpacious  galleries  and  accommodations  of  various  kinds.  The 
apartments  are  fmall,  and  the  furniture  not  very  elegant,  except  the  rich  Perfian  car- 
pets. The  harems  are  at  a  diftance  from  the  front  of  the  houfe,  and  lighted  only  from 
a  fquare  fpace  in  the  centre  of  the  whole  building.  The  apparel  of  the  women  is  very 
rich  •,  they  have  jewels  on  their  fingers  and  about  their  necks,  and  alfo  in  their  ears 
and  noftnils,  with  bracelets  on  their  wrifts  and  arms,  and  around  their  ancles. 

Pagodas,]  The  temples  or  pagodas  of  the  Gentoos,  are  ftone  buildings  erected  in 
every  capital,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  brahmins. 

The  entry  to  the  pagoda  of  Chillambrum,  near  Pcrto  Novo,  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft,  held  in  high  veneration  on  account  of  its  antiquity,  is,  by  a  (lately  gate,  un- 
der a  pyramid,  an  hundred  and  twenty-two  feet  in  height,  built  with  large  ftones 
about  forty  feet  long,  and  more  than  five  feet  fquare,  and  covered  with  plates  of 
copper,  adorned  with  an  immenfe  variety  of  figures  neatly  executed.  The  whole  ftruc- 
ture  extends  one  thoufand  three  Hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  in  one  direction,  and 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-fix  in  another.  Some  of  the  ornamental  parts  are  finifhed  with 
an  elegance  entitled  to  the  admiration  of  the  moil  ingenious  artifts. 

The  pagoda  of  Seringham  is  fituated  about  a  mile  from  the  wefiern  extremity  of 
the  ifland  of  Seringham,  formed,  by  the  divifion  of  the  great  river  Caveri,  into  two 
channels,  "  It  is  compofed  of  feven  fquare  enclofures,  one  within  the  other,  the  walls 
of  which  are  twenty-five  feet  high,  ar.d  four  thick.  Thefe  enclofures  are  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  diftant  from  one  another,  and  each  has  four  large  gates  with  a 
fquare  tower  ;  which  are  placed,  one  in  the  middle  of  each  fide  of  the  enclofure, 
and  oppofite  to  the  four  cardinal  points.  The  outward  wall  is  near  four  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  its  gateway  to  the  fouth,  is  ornamented  with  pillars,  feveral  of  which 
are  fingle  ftones,  thirty-three  feet'long,  and  nearly  five  in  diameter  ;  and  thofe  which 
form  the  roof  are  (till  larger.  In  the  inmoft  enclofures  are  the  chapels.  Here,  as  in  all 
the  other  great  pagodas  of  India,  the  brahmins  live  in  a  fubordination  which  knows  no 
refiftance,  and  flumber  in  a  voluptuoufnefs  which  knows  no  wants*."  The  brahmins 
know  how  to  calculate  eclipfes  •,  and  judicial  aftrology  is  fo  prevalent  among  them, 
that  half  the  year  is  taken  up  with  unlucky  days  •,  the  head  aflrologer  being  alwavs 
confuhedin  their  councils.  The  Mahometans  likewife  encourage  thofe  fuperititions, 
and  regard  all  the  fruits  of  the  Gentoo  induftry  as  belonging  to  themfelves.  Though 
the  Gentoos  are  entirely  pafiive  under  all  their  oppreflions,  and,  by  their  ftate  of  ex- 
iftence,  <he  practice  c-f  their  religion,  and  the  fcantinefs  of  their  food,  have  nothing 
of  that  refentment  in  their  nature  that  animates  the  reft  of  mankind  ;  yet,  thev  are 
fufceptible  of  avarice,  and  fometimes  bury  their  money,  and,  rather  than  difcover  it, 
put  themfelves  to  death  by  poifen  or  otherwife.  This  practice,  which  it  feems  is  not 
uncommon,  accounts   for   the  fcarcity  of  fiiver  that  till  of  late  prevailed  in  Indoftan. 

Influence  of  food  and  early  marriages.]  The  reafons  above  mentioned  ac- 
count likewife  for  their  being  lefs  under  the  influence  of  their  paffions  than  the  inha- 
bitants of  other  countries.  Rice,  their  chief  food,  affords  but  little  nourifhment ; 
and  their  marrying  early,  the  males  before  fourteen,  and  the  women  at  ten  or  eleven 
years  of  age,  keeps  them  low  and  feeble  in  their  perfons.  A  man  is  in  the  decline  of 
life  at  thirty,  and  the  beauty  of  the  women  begins  to  decay  at  eighteen.  At  twenty* 
five  they  have  all  the  marks  of  old  age.     We  are  not,  therefore,  to  wonder  at  their 

*  Orme'sHist.  Milit.  Transact,  oflndostan,  vol.  i.  p-  178. 
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being  foon  Grangers  to  all  perfonal  exertion  and  vigour  of  mind.  Death  is  regarded 
with  lefs  horror  in  India  than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world.  The  origin  and  the 
end  of  all  things,  fay  the  philofophers  of  India  of  the  prefent  times,  is  a  vacuum.  A 
ftate  of  repofe  is  the  ftate  of  greater!  perfection  ;  and  this  is  the  ftate  after  which  a 
wife  man  afpires.  It  is  better,  fay  the  Hindoos,  to  fit  than  to  walk,  and  to  fleep  than 
to  wake  j  but  death  is  the  beft  of  all.  According  to  the  Gentoo  laws,  criminals,  fen- 
tenced  to  death,  are  not  to  beftrangled,  fuffbcated,  or  poifoned,  but  to  be  cut  off  by 
the  fword  •,  becaufe,  without  an  effufion  of  blood,  malefactors  are  fuppof-d  to  die  with 
all  their  fins  about  them  •,  but  the  firedding  of  their  blood,  it  is  thought,  expiates 
their  crimes. 

The  Mahometans,  who,  in  Indoftan,  are  called  Moors,  are  of  Perfian,  Turkifii, 
Arabic,  and  other  extractions.  They  began,  in,  the  reigns  of  the  caliphs  of  Bagdad, 
to  invade  Indoftan.  They  penetrated  as  far  as  Delhi,  which  they  micle  their  capital. 
They  fettled  colonies  in  feveral  places,  whofe  defcendants  are  called  Pytans;  but  their 
empire  was  overthrown  by  Tamerlane,  who  founded  the  Mogul  government.  Thofe 
princes  being  Mahometans,  received  under  their  protection,  all  who  profefT;d  the  fame 
religion.  They  arefaid  to  have  introduced  the  divifion  of  provinces,  over  which  they 
appointed  foubahs  ;  and  thofe  provinces,  each  of  which  might  be  ftyled  an  empire, 
were  fubdivided  into  nabobftiips  •,  each  nabob  being  immediately  accountable  to  his 
foubah,  who,  in  procefs  of  time,  became  independent  of  the  great  Mogul. 

The  Marattas  inhabit  the  mountains  between  Indoftan  and  Perfia.  They  com- 
monly ferveon  horftback.  Though  Gentoos,  they  are  of  bold,  active  fpirits,  and  pay 
no  great  refpect  to  the  principles  of  their  religion. 

The  Gentoos,  in  drinking,  avoid  touching  the  vefTeis  that  contains  the  liquor,  with 
their  lips,  and  pour  it  into  their  mouths,  holding  the  bottle,  or  other  veffel,  at  a  dis- 
tance. Their  idea  is,  that  they  would  be  polluted  by  ftagnating  water.  They  will  drink 
fro'm  a  pump,  or  of  any  running  ftream,   but  not  out  of  a  pool. 

Political  constitution  and  form  7  The  Indians  trace  back  the  hiftory  of  their 
of  government.  3    own  country  thro'  an  immenfe  fucceflion 

of  ages,  and  aflert  that  all  Afia,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Indus,  on  the  weft,  to  the 
confines  of  China,  on  the  eaft,  and  from  the  mountains  of  Thibet,  on  the  north,  to 
Cape  Comorin,  on  thefouth,  formed  avaft  empire,  Subject  to  one  mighty  fovereign, 
under  whom  ruled  feveral  hereditary  princes  and  rajahs.  But  their  chronology,  which 
meafures  the  life  of  man  in  ancient  times  by  thouiands  of  years,  and  computes  the 
length  of  the  feveral  periods,  during  which  it  fuppofes  the  world  to  have  exifted, 
by  millions,  is  extravagant.  The  firft  accounts  of  that  country,  which  can  be  deemed 
authentic,  are  from  the  Greeks,  who  ferved  under  Alexander  of  Macedon.  They 
found  kingdoms  of  confiderable  magnitude  eftablifhed  in  that  country.  The  territo- 
ries of  Porus,  and  of  Taxiles,  comprehended  a  great  part  of  the  Panjab'*,  one  of  the 
moft  fertile,  and  beft  cultivated  countries  in  India.  The  kingdom  of  the  Prafij,  or 
Gandaridas,  ftretched  to  a  great  extent  on  both  fides  of  the  Ganges.  All  thefe  three, 
as  appears  from  the  ancient  Greek  writers,  were  powerful  and  populous. 

Though  monarchical  government  was  eftablimed  in  all  the  countries  of  India, 
to  which  the  knowledge  of  the  ancients  extended,  the  fovereigns  were  far  from  pof- 
fefling  uncontrouled  ordefpotic  power.  The  monarchs  of  India,  who  are  all  taken 
from  the  fecond  of  the  four  clafies  formerly  defcribed,  which  is  entrufted  with  the 
functions  of  government  and  exercife  of  war,  behold,  among  their  Subjects,  an  order 
of  men  fuperior  to  themfelves  in  dignity,  and  fo  confcious  of  their  own  pre-eminence 
both  in  rank  and  fanctity,  that  they  would  deem  it  degradation  and  pollution,  if  they 
were  to  eat  of  the  fame  food  with  their  fovereign. 

?  This  term  means  the  country  watered  by  the  five  eastern  branches  of  the  Indus. 
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While  the  facred  rites  of  the  brahmins  cppofed  a  barrier  againft  ihe  encroach- 
ments of  re^al  power,  en  one  hand,  it  was.circumfcribed,  on  the  other,  by  the  ideas 
which  thofe,  who  occupied  the  higheft  ftations  in  fociety,'  entertained  of  their  own 
dignity  and  privileges.  Nor  were  the  benefits  of  thefe  reftraints  upon  the  power  of 
the  fovercign,  confined  who'iv  to  the  two  fuperior  orders  in  the  fiate  ;  they  extend- 
ed, in  fume  degree,  to  the  third  clafs  employed  in  agriculture. 

Laws  and  judicial  proceedings. 3  Towards  the  middle  of  the  fix'eenth  century, 
Akber,  the  fixth  in  defcent  from  Tamerlane,  mounted  the  throne  of  Indoftan.  As 
in  every  province  of  his  ex  ten  five  empire,  the  Hindoos  formed  the  great  body  of 
his  fubjects,  he  laboured  to  acquire  a  perfect  knowledge  of  their  religion,  their  fcien- 
ces,  their  laws  and  inftitutions,  th:.t  he  might  conduct  every  part  ot  his  government, 
in  a  manner  as  much  accommodated  as  pofiible  to  their  own  ideas.  In  this  undertaking 
he  was  feconded  with  zeal  by  his  vizier  Abul  Fazel.  By  their  refearches,  fuch  infor- 
-mation  was  obtained,  as  enabled  Abul  Fazel  to  publifh  a  brief  compendium  of  Hindoo 
iurifprudence  in  the  Ayeen  Akberry,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  firfl  genuine- 
communication  of  its  principles  to  perfons  of  a  different  religion.  About  two  cen- 
turies afterwards,  the  example  of  Akber  v;  as  imitated  by  Warren  Hafiirgs.  Under 
his  inflection,  the  brahmins  moft  learned  in  the  laws  of  the  provinces,  over  which  he 
prefided,  were  aiTembled  at  Calcutta  •,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  two  years,  compiled,  from 
their  moft  ancient  and  approved  authors,  fentence  by  fentence,  without  addition  or  di- 
minution,  a  full  code  of  Hindoo  laws  ;  which  is,  undoubtedly,  the  moft  valuable  and 
authentic  elucidation  of  Indian  policy  and  manners  that  has  been  hitherto  communica- 
ted to  Europe. 

According  to  the  brahmins,  fome  of  the  writers,  upen  whofe  authority  they  found 
the  decrees  which  they  have  inferted  in  the  code,  lived  feveral  millions  of  years  be- 
fore their  time.  Without  entering  into  any  examination  of  what  is  fo  extravagant, 
we  may  conclude,  that  the  Hindoos  have,  in  their  pofieffion,  treatifes  concerning  the. 
laws  and  iurifprudence  of  their  country,  of  more  remote  antiquity  than  are  to  be 
found  in  any  other  nation.  That  the  Hindoos  were  a  people  civilized,  ct  the  time' 
when  their  laws  were  compofed,  is  eftablifhed  by  internal  evidence,  contained  in  the 
code  itfelf.  The  articles,  of  which  the  Hindoo  code  is  compofed,  are  arranged  in 
natural  and  luminous  order.  The  decifions  concerning  every  point,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, occafioned  by  local  prejudices  and  peculiar  cuftoms,  are  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftice. 

The  Mahometan  inftitutes  prevail  only  in  the  great  towns  and  their  neighbour- 
hood. The  empire  was  hereditary,  but  is  now  only  a  name.  All  lands  go  in  the  he- 
reditary line,  and  continue  in  that  ftate  even  down  to  the  fubtenants,  while  the  lord 
can  pay  his  taxes,  and  the  latter  their  rent,  both  which  are  immutably  fixed  in  the 
public  books  of  each  diftrict.  The  imperial  demefne  lands  are  thofe  of  the  great 
rajah  families,  which  fell  to  Tamerlane  and  his  fucceflbrs.  Certain  portions  of  them 
are  called  jaghire  lands,  and  arebeftowed  by  the  crown  on  the  great  lords  or  omrahs,  and 
upon  their  death  revert  to  the  emperor;  but  the  rights,  even  of  the  fubtenants  of 
thofe  lands,  are  indefeafible. 

"wr  According  to  the  Gentoo  conftitution,  land,  gardens  excepted,  is  not  private  proper- 
ty, but  belongs  to  the  community,  in  the  feveral  villages  •,  each  of  which  is  fuppiied 
with  its  refpective  public  officers,  as  the  headman,  to  execute  juftice  ;  the  conicopo- 
ly,  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  village,  the  corn-meter,  fmith,  barber,  doctor,  aftro- 
loger,  &c.  The  grounds  are  cultivated  by  the  country,  and  the  produce  fhared 
out  in  certain  proportions  to  all.  One  is  allotted  to  the  pagodas  and  brahmins,  one 
to  the  government,  another  to  the  public  officers,  one  to  the  repair  of  tanks,  or  re- 
fervoirs  of  water,  and  the  reft  diftributed  among  the  community  j  but  we  underftand 
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that  the  Mahometan  government,  and  the  intrufion  of  Europeans,  have  introduced 
fome  innovations  in  this  ancient  conftitution,  particularly  by  farming  the  govern- 
ment {hares. 

Literature.]  It  has  been  always  known  that  the  learning  of  the  brahmins  was 
contained  in  books  written  in  a  language  underftood  only  by  the  moft  learned  of 
them.  The  Europeans,  fettled  in  India,  have  complained  that  the  brahmins  refufed 
to  inftruct  any  perfon  in  this  language.  Their  fcruples  have  at  laft  been  overcome. 
The  veil  is  removed.  Several  Britifh  gentlemen  are  now  mafter  of  the  Shanfkreet 
language  and  in  the  courfe  of  five  years,  public  curiofity  has  been  gratified  by  two 
Angular  publications.  The  one  is  a  verlion  by  mr.  Wilkins,  of  an  epifode  from  the 
Mahabarad,  an  epic  poem  •,  it  was,  by  the  account  of  the  Hindoos,  compofed  above 
three  thoufand  years  before  the  chriftian  era  ;  or  more  than  feven  hundred  and  fifty 
years  before  the  deluge.  The  other  is  Sacontala,  a  dramatic  poem,  written  about 
a  century  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and  tranflated  by  Sir  William  Jones. 
•  The  Mahabarad  contains  upwards  of  four  hundred  thoufand  lines.  Mr.  Wilkins 
has  tranflated  more  than  a  third  of  it;  but  only  a  fhort  epifode  is  yet  published. 
The  fubjecr.  of  the  poem  is  a  civil  war  in  the  royal  houfe  of  Bhaurat.  When  the 
forces,  on  each  fide,  were  ready  to  engage,  Arjoon,  the  favourite  of  the  god  Kreefh- 
na,  who  accompanied  him  in  this  hour  of  danger,  requefted  Kreefhna,  to  make  his 
chariot  advance  between  the  two  hoftile  armies.  He  looked  at  both,  and  beheld,  on 
each  fide,  grandfires,  uncles,  coufin.9,  tutors,  fons  and  brothers,  near  relations  or 
bofom  friends;  he  was  feized  with  remorfe,  and  cried  out,  "having  beheld,  O  Kree- 
J/.ma  !  my  kindred  thus  waiting  anxious  for  the  fight,  my  members  fail  me,  my 
countenance  withers,  the  hair  Hands  an  end  upon  my  body,  and  all  my  frame  trem- 
bles with  horror  !  even  Gandeev,  my  bow  drops  from  my  hand,  and  my  fkin  is  parch- 
ed and  dried  up.  When  I  have  deftroyed  my  kindred,  fhall  I  longer  look  for  hap- 
pinefs  ?  I  wifh  not  forvidory,  Kreefhna;  I  want  not  dominion;  I  want  not  plea- 
fur  e  ;  for  what  is  dominion,  and  the  enjoyments  of  life,  or  even  life  itfelf,  when 
thofe  for  whom  dominion,  pleafure  and  enjoyments  were  to  be  coveted,  have  aban- 
doned life  and  fortune,  and  ftand  here  in  the  field  ready  for  battle.  Tutors,  fons 
and  fathers,  grandfires  and  grandfons,  uncles,  nephews,  coufins,  kindred,  and  friends ! 
although  they  would  kill  me,  I  wifh  not  to  fight  them  ;  no,  not  even  for  the  do- 
minion of  the  three  regions  cf  the  univerfe,  much  lefs  for  this  little  earth*." 

Sacontala  is  likewife  a  great  curiofity.  To  mr.  Wilkins  we  are  indebted  for 
Amicable  Injlruclion,  in  a  feries  of  connected  fables,  interfperfed  with  iioral  maxims. 
In  the  firft  number  of  the  New  Afiatic  Mifcellany,  he  has  tranflated  the  Five  Gems. 
It  confifts  of  ftanzas  by  five  poets,  who  attend  the  couit  of  AbifTura,  king  of  Ben- 
gal. Some  of  thefe  ftanzas  are  fimpleand  elegant.  In  the  fame  work  he  has  inferted 
an  ode,  on  fome  original  grants  of  land,  of  very  ancient  dates.  The  Pundits  dif- 
patch  the  legal  part  of  the  deed  with  brevity,  but,  in  a  long  preamble  and  conclufion, 
difplay  their  eloquence,  both  in  profe  and  verfe.  The  preamble,  to  one  of  thefe  deeds, 
is  an  encomium  on  the  monarch  who  grants  theland.  "  When  his  innumerable  army 
marched,  the  heavens  were  fo  filled  with  the  duft  of  their  feet,  that  the  birds  of  the 
air  could  reft  upon  it.  His  elephants  moved  like  walking  mountains,  and  the  earth, 
opprefled  by  their  weight,  mouldered  into  duft."  Part  of  the  Shatter  was  tranflated 
and  publifhed  by  colonel  Dow,  in  the  year  1768.  This  tranflation  was  not  made  by 
him  from  the  Shanfkreet,  but  taken  from  a  brahmin,  who  explained  the  Shatter  in 
Perfian,  or  in  the  vulgar  language  of  Bengal. 

Commerce.]  A  commerce  of  luxury  has,  in  every  age,  been  carried  on  between 
Europe  and  India.     The  three  great  articles  of  general  importation  from  India,  were 

*  Baghvat  Geeta,  p.  30,  31. 
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fpices  and  aromatics,  precious  ftones  and  pearls,  and  filk.  Firft,  Spices  and  aromat- 
ics.  From  the  mode  of  religious  worfhip  in  the  heathen  world,  from  the  incredible 
number  of  their  deities,  and  of  the  temples  confecrated  to  them,  the  confumption  of 
frankincenfe  and  other  aromatics,  which  where  ufed  in  every  facred  function,  muft 
have  been  very  great;  but  the  vanity  cf  men  occafioned  a  greiter  confumption  of 
thefe  fragrant  fubftances  than  their  piety.  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Romans,  to  burn 
the  bodies  of  their  dead  •,  and  they  deemed  it  a  difplay  of  magnificence,  to  cover,  not 
only  the  body,  but  the  funeral  pile  on  which  it  was  laid,  with  the  mod  coftly  fpices. 
Second,  Precious  ftones,  together  with  which  pearls  may  be  claiTed,  feemed  to  be  the 
article  next  in  va'ue  imported  from  the  eaft.  Third,  Another  production  of  India,  in 
great  demand  at  Rome,   was  filk. 

In  two  particulars,  our  importations  from  India  differ  from  thofe  of  the  ancients. 
The  drefs,  both  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  was  almoft  entirely  woollen.  Their  con- 
fumption of  linen  and  cotton  cloths  was  much  inferior  to  that  of  modern  times,  when 
thefe  are  worn  by  perfons  in  every  rank  of  life.  Hence,  a  great  branch  of  modern 
importation,  from  that  part  of  India,  with  which  the  ancients  were  acquainted,  is  in 
piece  goods;  comprehending  the  immenfe  variety  of  fabrics,  which  Indian  ingenuity 
has  formed  of  cotton.  Befides  thefe,  are  imported,  to  a  confiderable  extent,  various 
commodities,  merely  as  the  materials  of  domeftic  manufactures.  Such  are  the  cotton- 
wool of  Indoftan,  the  (ilk  of  China,  and  fait- petre  of  Bengal. 

The  government  of  this  great  empire  was  fhaken  after  the  overthrow  of  Mahomet 
Shah,  by  Kouli  Khan.  This  difafter  was  attended  by  a  great  diminution  of  the  impe- 
rial authority:  The  foubahs  and  nabobs  became  abfolute  in  their  refpective  govern- 
ments. They  could  not  alter  the  fundamental  laws  of  property  ,  yet  to  pay  their 
armies  and  fupport  their  power,  they  invented  new  taxes  which  beggared  the  people  , 
fo  that  many  perfons,  after  being  unmercifully  plundered  by  the  tax-mafters,  perifh- 
ed  through  want.  To  fum  up  the  mifery  of  the  inhabitants,  thofe  foubahs  and  na- 
bobs, and  other  Mahometan  governors,  employ  the  Gentoos  themfelves,  and  even 
fome  of  the  brahmins,  as  the  minifters  of  their  rapacity.  Upon  the  whole,  ever  fmce 
the  invafion  of  Kouli  Khan,  Indoftan,  from  being  a  well-regulated  government,  is  be- 
come a  fcene  of  anarchy.  Every  defpot  protects  himfelf  in  his  tyranny  by  his  foldiers, 
whofe  pay  far  exceeds  the  natural  riches  of  his  government.  Murders  are  often  com- 
mitted with  impunity,  and  the  people,  who  know  that  they  can  be  in  no  worfe  ftate, 
concern  themfelves  very  little  in  the  revolutions  of  government.  The  reader,  from 
this  reprefentai!.m,  may  perceive  that  all  which  the  Englifh  have  acquired  in  point  of 
territory,  has  been  gained  from  ufurpers  and  robbers.  Whether  thefe  merchants  have 
behaved  better  than  the  tyrants  whom  they  expelled,  and  whether  the  fituation  of  the 
natives  has  become  lefs  wretched  by  their  change  of  mafters,  we  may  judge  from  what 
follows.  On  the  5th  of  June  1792,  mr.  Francis  faid,  in  the  houfe  cf  commons. 
','  That  the  Bengal  nevvfpapers  were  perpetually  full  of  advei  tifements  for  the  fale  of 
lands  feized  for  want  of  due  payment  of  revenue.  He  held  in  his  hands  two  of  thefe  ad- 
vertifements  ;  the  one  announced  the  fale  of  feventeen  villages,  and  the  other  a  fale  of 
forty-tzuo.r-r-He  quoted  fome  minutes  of  lord  Cornwallis  to  the  fame  effect.  One  of 
thefe,  dated  1 8th  of  September,  1789,  was  in  thefe  words  :  I  can  fafcly  affirm  that  one 
third  of  the  company's  territory  in  Hindoflan  is  no-iy  a  juncle  inhabited  by  wilq 
beasts*." 

*  New  Annual  Register  for  1T92,  p.  82. 
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THE    PENINSULA   OF    INDIA   BEYOND     THE    GANGES, 
CALLED,  THE  FARTHER  PENINSULA. 

Situation  and  Extent. 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length  200c  1    ,    .  f    1  and  40  north  latitude,  i 

Breadth  1000}  b£tWeen   {92  and  >  09  eaft  longitude.  }    74I'5°° 

Boundaries  ]*"ff"MiIS  peninfula  is  bounded  by  Thibet  and  China,  on  the  north  1 
J[  by  China  and  the  Chinefe  fea,  on  the  eaft  ;  by  the  fame  fea  and 
the  ftraits  of  Malacca,  on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  the  bay  of  Bengal  and  the  Hither  India, 
on  the  weft.  The  fpace  between  Bengal  and  China  is  now  called  the  province  of 
Mecklus,  and  other  diftricls,  fubjeit  to  the  king  of  Avah  or  Burmah. 


DIVISIONS,  CHIEF  TOWNS.  Sq.  M. 

Acham,  Camdara,  *j 

Ava,  Ava,  V  130,000 

Arracan,  Arracan  J 

Pegu,  Pegu,  E.  Ion.  97.  N.  lat.  17-30.     50,000 

Martaban,  Martaban, 

Siam,  Siam,E.!on.  100  55. N. lat.  14  18. 170,000 

Malacca,  Malacca,  E.  Ion.  101,  N.  lat  2-12,  48,000 

Tonquin,  Cachao,  or  Keccio,  E.  Ion.  105.  ? 

N.  lat.  21  30.  3 

Laos,  Lanchang,  59A*o 

Cochin  China,  Thoanca,  61,900 

Cambodia,  Cambodia,  "i  ^o  ^ 

Chiampa,  Padram,  /  '" 

Name.]  It  has  been  derived  from  the  Indus.  This  peninfula  was  unknown  to  the 
ancient?,  and  is  pai  tly  fo  to  the  moderns. 

Air  and  climate.]  It  is  generally  agreed,  that  the  air  of  the  fouthern  provinces 
is  hot  and  dry,  but  in  fome  places  rnoift  and  unhealthy.  The  climate  is  fubject  to 
hurricanes,  lightnings,  and  inundations,  fo  that  the  people  build  their  houfes  upon 
high  pillars,  to  defend  them  from  floods.  They  have  no  other  ideas  of  feafons,  but 
wet  and  dry.    Eafterly  and  wefterly  monfoons  prevail  in  this  country. 

Mountains]  Thefe  run  from  north  to  fouth  almoft  the  whole  length  of  the 
country  ;  but  the  lands  near  the  fea  are  low,  annually  overflowed  in  the  rainy 
ftafon. 

Rivers]  The  chief  are  Sanpoo,  or  Burrampooter,  Domea,  Mecon,  Menan,  and 
Ava,  or  the  great  river  Nou  Kian.  Of  thefe  the  Burrampooter,  called  Sanpoo,  in  the 
upper  part  of  its  courfe,  is  by  far  the  moft  confiderable.  It  rires  from  the  fame  moun- 
tains that  give  birth  to  the  Ganges  •,  but  taking  a  contrary,  that  is,  an  eafterly  direc- 
tion through  Thibet,  winds  to  the  fouth  weft  through  Aflam,  and  entering  Indof- 
$an,  flows  to  the  fouth,  aflumes  the  name  of  Megna,  and  joins  the  weftern  branch  of 
the  Ganges  with  an  immenfe  body  of  water,  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  the  Ganges  itfelf. 
Thefe  two  rivers,  when  the)  approach  the  fea,  divide  into  fuch  a  multitude  of  chan- 
nels, and  receive  fuch  a  number  of  navigable  ftreams,  that  a  tract  of  country,  more 
extenfive  than  Pennfylvania,  enjoys  the  fineft  inland  navigation  that  can  be  conceived, 
and  which  gives  conftant  employment  to  thirty  thoufand  boatmen.     Thefe  channels 
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are  fo  numerous  that  very  few  places  in  this  tract  are,  even  in  the  dry  feafon,  twenty- 
five  miles  from  a  navigable  ftream.  In  the  rainy  feafon  they  overflow  their  banks  to 
the  depth  of  thirty  feet,  and  form  an  inundation  that  fertilizes  the  foil  to  the  extent 
of  more  than  an  hundred  miles. 

Bays  and  straits'.]  Thefe  are  the  bays  of  Bengal,  Siam,  and  Cochin  China  ;  and 
the  ftraits  of  Malacca  and  Sincapora. 

Soil  and  product  of  the  ->  The  foil  of  this  peninfula  is  fertile.  It  produces 
different  countries.  Jail  the  delicious  fruits  that  are  found  in  other  coun- 
tries contiguous  to  the  Ganges,  as  well  as  roots  and  vegetables.  Ava  has  a  quantity 
of  falt-petre,  and  the  beft  Indian  oak,  which,  for  (hip-building  in  warm  climates,  is 
much  more  durable  than  that  of  Europe.  Ships  of  this  oak,  forty  years  old,  are 
common  in  the  Indian  feas.  The  peninfula  abounds  in  elephants,  and  the  other  qua- 
drupeds, both  domeftic  and  wild,  that  are  common  in  the  fouthern  kingdoms  of 
Afia.  The  natives  carry  on  a  great  trade  in  gold,  diamonds,  rubies,  topazes,  amethyfts, 
and  other  precious  {tones.  Tonquin  produces  little  or  no  corn  or  wine.  In  fome  pla- 
ces, the  inhabitants  have  fwellings  in  their  throats,  faid  to  be  owing  to  the  badnefs 
of  their  water. 

Inhabitants,  customs,  -»       The  Tonquinefe  are    excellent  mechanics.    They  are 
and  diversions.  f  greatly  opprefTed  by  their  king  and  great  lords.   The  ty- 

rant himfelf  engrofles  the  trade,  and  his  factors  fell  by  retail  to  the  Dutch  and  other 
nations.  The  Tonquinefe  in  the  fouth  are  a  favage  race,  and  are  almofr  naked,  with 
large  filver  and  gold  ear-rings,  and  coral,  amber,  or  fhell  bracelets.  In  Tonquin  and 
Cochin  China,  the  two  fexes  are  fcarcely  diftinguifhable  by  their  drefs,  which  refem- 
bles  that  of  the  Perfians.  The  people  ofquality  are  fond  of  Engli/h  broad  cloth,  red 
or  green  ;  and  others  wear  a  dark-coloured  cotton  cloth.  In  Azem,  the  inhabitants 
prefer  dog's  flefh  to  all  other  animal  food.  The  people  of  that  country  pay  no  tax- 
es, becaufe  the  king  is  fole  proprietor  of  all  the  gold  and  filver,  and  metals,  found 
in  it.     They  live  eafy  and  comfortably. 

Thole  Indians,  as  well  as  the  Chinefe,  had  the  ufe  of  gunpowder  before  it  was 
known  in  Europe  •,  the  invention  is  afcribed  to  the  Azemefe,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fouthern  divifion  of  this  peninfula  are  termed  Malayans,  from  the  adjacent  country  of 
Malacca. 

The  fuperftitions  that  prevail  in  this  peninfula  are  grofs.  The  people  believe  in  a 
future  ftate  ;  and  when  their  kings  are  interred,  a  number  of  animals  are  buried 
with  them,  and  fuch  vefVels  of  gold  and  filver  as  it  is  fancied  can  be  of  ufe  to  them 
in  their  future  life.  In  their  food  they  are  loathfome  ;  for  befides  dogs,  they  e^.trats, 
mice,  ferpents,  and  ftinking  fifh.  The  natives  of  Arracan  hire  Dutch  and  other  fo- 
reigners to  confummate  the  nuptials  with  their  virgins,  and  value  their  women  moft 
when  in  a  fcate  cf  pregnancy.  When  a  patient  is  judged  to  be  incurable,  he  is  often 
expofed  on  the  bank  of  fome  river,  where  he  is  either  drowned,  or  devoured  by 
birds  or  hearts  cf  prey.  It  is  aflerted,  that  on  the  confines  of  Arracan  and  Pegu, 
there  is  a  people  who  feem  to  be  in  the  very  firft  ftage  offociety.  They  go- quite 
usked,  without  the  fmallefr,  covering  on  any  part  of  their  bodies.  They  Jive  on 
fruit,  which  grows  fpontaneoufly,  in  the  uncultivated  defart  which  they  inhabit, 
and  on  the  flefh  of  animals,  which  they  tear  alive  and  devour  raw.  They  fit  on 
their  hams,  with  their  legs  and  arms  difpofed  like  thofe  of  monkeys.  At  the  ap- 
proach of  men,  they  fly  into  their  woods.  They  take  care  of  their  offspring,  and 
Jive  in  families,  but  feem  to  have  no  conception  of  rank  or  civil  government, 

The  diverfions,  common  in  India,  are  fifhing'  and  hunting,  the  celebrating  of  fef- 
tivals,  and  acting  comedies,  by  torch-light,  from  evening  to  morning. 

Language.]  The  language  of  the  court  of  Delhi  is  Perfian  ;  but  in  this  penin- 
fula it  is  chiefly  Malayan,  interfperfed  with  other  dialects. 
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Learning1  and  learned  men.]  The  brahmins,  as  priefts,  are  followed  by  the 
whole  nation  •,  and  as  preceptors,  they  are  the  fource  of  all  knowledge  which  ex- 
ifts  in  Indoftan.  The  extent  of  their  mathematical  knowledge,  feems  to  be  the  calcu- 
lation of  eclipfes.  Their  ideas  of  mufic,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  practice,  are 
barbarous  •,  and  in  medicine,  they  derive  no  affiftance  from  the  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
fince  diffeclions  are  repugnant  to  their  religion. 

-  The  poetry  of  the  Afiatics  is  full  of  conceits,  and  the  di&ion  of  their  hiftorians  ver- 
bofe  ;  but  there  are  many  particulars  in  the  writings  of  Afiatic  authors  worthy  the 
attention  of  literary  men.  Mr.  Dotf  obferves,  that  in  the  Shanfcrit  language,  many 
hundred  profe  volumes  treat  of  the  ancient  Indians  and  their  hiftory  •,  that  the  Shanf- 
crit records  contain  accounts  of  the  affairs  of  Weftern  Afta,  very  different  from  thofe 
given  by  the  Arabians  ;  and  that  mod  likely  upon  examination,  the  former  will 
appear  to  be  more  ancient  and  authentic  than  the  latter.  The  Arabian  writers  have 
been  prejudiced  againft  the  Hindoos,  fo  that  their  accounts  of  them  cannot  be  truft- 
ed. 

Mr.  Dow  obferves,  that  the  fmall  progrefs  in  the  correclnefs  of  oriental  fentiment 
and  diclion,  did  not  proceed  from  want  of  encouragement  to  literature.  No  princes  pa- 
tronized men  of  letters  with  more  generofity  and  refpect  than  the  Mahometan  empe- 
rors of  Indoftan.  A  literary  genius  acquired  wealth  which  rauft  aftonim  Europeans,  and 
had  an  open  road  to  the  firft  offices  of  the  ftate.  The  character  of  the  learned  was  fa- 
cred,  and  tyrants,  who  fported  with  the  blood  of  their  other  fubjecls,  refpe&ed  the 
perfon  and  the  pen  of  an  eminent  writer. 

Manufactures -and  commerce.]  In  weaving,  fewing,  embroidering,  and  fomc 
other  manufactures,  it  is  faid  that  the  Indians  do  as  much  work  with  their  feet  as 
their  hands.  Their  painting,  though  they  are  unfkilful  in  drawing,  is  vivid  in  its  co- 
lours. Their  linen,  in  point  of  finenefs,  and  the  fillagree  work  in  gold  and  filver,  are 
beyond  any  articles  of  thofe  kinds  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  commerce  of 
India  is  courted  by  all  trading  nations,  and  probably  has  been  fo  from  the  earlieft 
ages.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  drew  from  thence  their  higheft  materials  of  luxury. 
The  greateft  {hare  of  it  is  now  centered  in  England,  though  that  of  the  Dutch  is  ftill 
very  considerable  ;  that  of  the  French  has,  for  fome  time,  declined,  nor  is  that  of  the 
Swedes  and  Danes  of  much  importance. 

Constitution,  government  -i    This   article  requires  a  flight  review  o£  the  king- 
and  cities.  jdoms  that  form  this  peninfula.   In  Azem,  the  king 

is  proprietor  of  all  the  gold  and  filver.  We  know  little  of  the  kingdom  of  Tipra 
but  that  the  natives  fend  to  the  Chinefe  gold  and  filk,  for  which  they  receive  filver 
in  return.  Arracan  lies  to  the  fouth  of  Tipra,  and  is  governed  by  twelve  princes 
fubjed  to  a  chief  king.  His  palace  is  very  large,  and  contains,  as  we  are  told,  feven 
idols  caft  in  gold,  of  two  inches  thick,  each  of  a  man's  height,  and  covered  over  with 
diamonds  and  other  precious  (tones.  Pegu  is  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  Englifh 
miles  in  length,  and  almoft  the  fame  in  breadth.  The  riches  of  the  kingdom,  when 
an  independent  ftate,  were  almoft  incredible  •,  feme  idols,  as  large  as  life,  being  of 
mafly  gold  and  filver.  The  king's  revenues  arofe  from  the  rents  of  lands,  of  which 
he  was  fole  proprietor,  and  from  the  duties  on  merchandife  •,  fo  that  fome  thought 
'him  the  richeft  monarch  in  the  world,  except  the  Chinefe  emperor.  He  was  faid  to 
be  able  to  bring  a  million,  and,  on  occafion,  a  million  and  an  half,  of  foldiers  to  the 
field,  well  clothed  and  armed  ;  and  to  be  matter  of  eight  hundred  trained  elephants, 
each  with  a  caftle  on  his  back,  holding  four  foldiers.  The  conftitution  of  this  empire  is 
of  the  feudal  kind  •,  for  the  prince  afiigns  lands  and  towns  to  his  nobles  upon  military 
tenures.  In  the  year  1754,  Pegu  was  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a  dependent  province  by 
the  king  of  Ava.  Macao  is  the  great  mart  of  trade  in  that  province. 

We  know  little  of  the  kingdom  of  Ava.     The  people  trade  chiefly  in  mufk  and 
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jewels,  rubies  and  fapphires.  In  other  particulars,  they  referable  thofe  of  Pegu.  In 
thofe  kingdoms,  and  indeed  in  the  greateft  part  of  this  peninfula,  the  doctrines  of 
the  grand  Lama  of  Thibet  prevail,  as  well- as  thofe  of  the  brahmins. 

Of  the  kingdom  of  Laos  or  Lahos,  we  know  few  particulars  that  can  be  depended 
upon.  It  is  faid  to  be  immenfely  populous,  to  abound  in  all  the  rich  commodities  of 
the  eaft,  and  to  be  divided  into  a  number  of  petty  kingdoms.  Thefe  are  fubject  to  one 
fovereign,  who,  like  his  oriental  brethren,  is  defpotic,  and  lives  in  pomp  and  magnifi- 
cence ;  he  is  of  the  Lama  religion. 

The  kingdom  of  Siam  is  rich  and  flouriftiing.  It  approaches,  in  its  government, 
policy  and  the  accutenefs  of  its  inhabitants,  very  near  to  the  Chinefe.  Siam  is  fur- 
rounded  by  high  mountains,  which,  on  the  eaft  fide,  feparate  it  from  Camboja  and 
Laos  ;  on  the  weft,  from  Pegu  -,  and  on  the  north,  from  Ava,  or,  more  properly, 
from  Jangoma  ;  on  the  fouth,  it  is  waftied  by  the  river  Siam,  and  joins  the  peninfula 
of  Malacca,  the  north  weft  part  of  which  is  under  its  dominion.  The  extent  ofthe 
country  is  uncertain,  and  it  is  but  indifferently  peopled.  Great  care  is  taken  of  the 
education  of  the  children.  Their  marriages  are  fimple,  and  performed  by  their  priefts, 
who  forinkle  holv  water  on  the  couple,  and  repeat  fome  prayers.  The  country  has 
mines  of  gold.  The  ornaments  of  the  Siamefe,  are  either  very  thin  plates  of  that  metal, 
or  a  bright  lacker  that  covers  wooden  or  other  metals.  The  government  is  defpoticj 
even  fervants  mull  appear  before  their  mafters,  in  a  kneelingpofture  ;  and  the  manda- 
rins are  proftrated  before  the  king.  Siam,  the  capital,  is  reprefented  as  a  large  city, 
but  fcarcely  a  fixth  part  of  it  is  inhabited.  The  palace  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
circuit.  Bankok,  which  ftands  about  eighteen  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  Siam,  and  twelve 
miles  from  the  fea,  is  the  only  place  towards  the  coaft, -that  is  fortified  with  walls, 
batteries,  and  brafs  cannon.  The  Dutch  have  a  factory  atLigor,  which  ftands  on  the 
eaft  fide  ofthe  peninfula  of  Malacca,  but  belongs  to  Siam. 

The  peninfula  of  Malacca  is  a  large  country,  and  contains  feveral  provinces.  The 
Dutch  are  faid  to  be  the  real  fovereigns  of  the  whole  country.  They  polTefs  the  capi- 
tal, Malaca.  The  Malayan  language  is  efteemed  the  pureft  of  any  fpoken  in  the  in- 
dies. The  chief  produce  of  Malacca  is  tin,  pepper,  elephants'  teeth,  canes,  and  gums. 
When  it  was  firft  difcovered  by  the  Portuguese,  who  were  afterwards  expelled  by  the 
Dutch,  Malacca  was  the  richeft  city  in  the  eaft,  next  to  Goa  and  Oimus,  being  the 
key  ofthe  China,  the  Japan,  the  Moluccas,  and  the  Sunda  trade.  The  Malavans  were 
formerly  an  induftriousand  ingenious  people  •,  but  have  been  reduced  by  the  Dutch 
to  ilavery. 

The  Englifti  carrv  on  a  Smuggling  trade  from  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  the 
bay  of  Bengal,  to  Malacca.  This  commerce  is  connived  at  by  the  Dutch  governor 
and  council.     , 

Cambodia,  or  Qamboja,  is  a  country  little  knOwn  to  the  Europeans.  By  the  beft  in- 
formation, its  greateft  length,  from  north  to  fouth,  is  about  five  hundred  and  twen- 
ty Englifti  miles  ;  and  its  greateft  breadth,  from  eaft  to  weft,  about  three  hundred 
and  ninety  eight.  This  kingdom  has  a  fpacious  river  running  through  it,  the  banks 
of  which  are  the-only  habitable  parts  of  the  country.  The  reft  of  it  has  a  falutary  air; 
and  peftiferous  gnats,  ferpents  and  other  animals  abound  in  the  woods.  Its  foil,  com- 
modities, trad;,  animals,  and  productions  by  fea  and  land,  are  much  the  fime  with 
thofe  ofthe  other  kingdoms  of  this  vaft  peninfula..  The  betel,  a  plant  of  a  particular 
flavour,  is,  from  the  king  to  the  peafant,  the  higheft  luxury  ofthe  Cambodians  ;  but 
is  very  unpalatable  and  difasreeable  to  Europeans.  The  fame  barbarous  magnificence, 
the  famedefpotifm  ofthe  king,  and  ignorance  ofthe  people,  prevail  here  as  through- 
out the  reft  of  the  peninfula.  Between  Cambodia  and  Cochin  China,  lies  the  little 
kingdomof  Chiampa.  Its  inhabitants  trade  with  the  Chinefe,  and  feem  better  civil- 
ized than  their  neighbours. 
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Cochin  China,  or  the  weftern  China,  is  fituated  under  the  torrid  zone,  and  ex- 
tends, according  tofome  authors,  about  five  hundred  miles  in  length  ;  but  it  is  much 
lefs  extenfive  in  its  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft.  Laos,  Cambodia,  and  Chiampa,  as 
well  as  fome  {mailer  kingdoms,  are  faid  to  bs  tributary  to  Cochin  China.  The  man- 
ners and  religion  of  the  people  feem  to  be  originally  Chinefe  ;  and  they  are  much  giv- 
en to  trade.  Theirking  is  faid  to  be  immenfely  rich,  and  his  kingdom  enjoys  all 
the  advantages  of  commerce  that  are  found  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Eaft-Indies; 
but  this  mighty  prince,  as  well  as  the  king  of  Tonquin,  are  fubjeift  to  the  Chinefe 
emperor. 

The  government  of  Tonquin  is  Angular.  The  Tonquinefe  had  revolted  from 
the  Chinefe,  which  occafioned  a  civil  war.  A  compromife  at  laft  took  place  be- 
tween the  chief  of  the  revolt,  and  the  reprefentative  of  the  ancient  kings,  by  which 
it  was  agreed  that  the  former  fhould  have  all  the  executive  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment; but  that  the  real  king  fhould  retain  the  royal  titles,and  be  allowed  fome  incon- 
fiderable  civil  prerogatives  within  his  palace,  from  which  neither  he  nor  any  of  his 
family  can  remove  without  permiffion. 

The  porTeffion  of  rubies,  and  other  precious  ftones  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  and  e- 
ven  of  white  and  party-coloured  elephants,  conveys,  among  thofe  people,  a  pre-emi- 
nence of  rank  and  royalty,  and  has  fometimes  occafioned  bloody  wars. 
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Situation  and  extent  ;  including  the  peninsula  west  of  the  Ganges. 

Miles.  Degrees  Sq.  M. 

Length    20oo->       .'■'.  f   7  and  40  north  latitude. ~|  *-_'«.« 

d      j.l  >     between      \  A      A  a  1        *    '  870,910        , 

Breadth     t500j  ^ 66  and  92  earn  longitude.  J 

Boundaries. ~\F  g  "^HIS  empire  is  bounded  by  Uibec  Tartary  and  Thibet,  on  the 

X   north  •,  by  Thibet  and   the   bay  of  Bengal,  on  the  eaft  ;  by  the 

Indian  Ocean,  on  the  fouth  •,  by  the  fame  and  Perfia,    on  the  weft.     The  maiu  land 

being  the  Mogul  empire,  or  Indoftan,  properly  fo  called. 

DIVISIONS.  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

f  Calcutta, 


Bengal  Proper, 


1  Fort  William,-* 
I  Hoogly,  I 

-(  Dacca,  J 


Malda,  Englifh  and  Dutch. 

Chatigan, 
^CafTumbazar, 
Naugracut,  -         -  Naugracut, 

Jefuat,  .         -  -  Rajapour, 

Patna,  -  Patna, 

Necbal,  -  -  Necbal, 

Gore,  -  «  Gore, 

Rotas,  -         -  -  Rotas,i 

Soret,  -  -       *  Jaganal, 
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DIVISIONS. 

JefTelmere, 

Tata,  or  Sinda, 

Bucknor, 

Moultan, 

Haican, 

Cabul,  - 

Caivdifh, 

Berar, 

Chi  tor, 

Ratipor,         -       •* 

Navar, 

Gualeor, 

Agra*, 

Delhi, 

Lahor,  or  Pencah, 

Hendowns, 

Caflimere, 

Jengapour, 

Afmer,  or  Bando, 


CHIEF  TOWNS. 

JefTelmere, 

Tata, 

Bucknor, 

Moultan, 

Haican, 

Cabul, 

Medipour, 

Berar, 

Chitor, 

Ratipor, 

Navar, 

Gualeor, 

Agra, 

Delhi,  E.lon.  77-40.' N.  lat.  28-40. 

Lahor, 

Hendowns, 

Caflimere, 

Jengapour, 

Afmer. 


The  Britifh  nation,  with  their  allies  and  tributaries,  poflefs  the  whole  navigable 
courfe  of  the  Ganges,  from  its  entry  on  the  plains,  to  thefea,  which  by  its  winding 
courfe,  is  more  than  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  1783,  ftated  the  territories  of  the  Britifh  Eaft-India  company  as  fol- 
lows. "  With  very  few  and  thofe    inconfiderable   intervals,  the  Britifh  dominion,  ei- 
ther in  the  company's  name,    or  in  the    names  of  princes  abfolutely  dependent  upon 
the  company,  extends  from  the  mountains  that  feparate  India  from  Tartary,  to  Cape 
Comorin,  that  is,  one  and  twenty   degrees  of  latitude.,  In  the  northern  parts,  it  is  a 
fo'id  mafs  of  land,  about  eight  hundred  miles   in  length,  and   four  or  five    hundred 
broad.   As  you  go  fouthward,  it  becomes  narrower  for  a  fpace.   It  afterwards  dilates; 
but  narrower  or  broader,  they "  poflefs  the   whole   eaftern  and  north-eaft  coaft  of  that 
vaft  country,  quite  from  the  borders  of  Pegu.     Bengal,  Bahar,    and  OrifTa,  with  Be- 
nares, meafure  one  hundred  and  fixty-one  thoufand  nine    hundred  and  feventy-eight 
Encrlifh  miles.     Oude,  with  its  dependent  provinces,    is  fifty  three  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-fix  miles. — The  whole  of  the  company's  dominions,   comprehending 
Bombay  and  Salfette,   amount  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  twelve  fquare  miles."  Mr.  Burke  adds,   "  Through  all  that  vaft  extent  of  coun- 
try, there  is  not  a   man  who  eats   a   mouthful   of  rice,  but  bv  permiffwn  of  the  Eaft- 
India  company."    He  computes  the  number  of  people  in  thefe  immenfe  regions,  to  have 
been,  fome  years  before  the  time  when  he  was  fpeaking,   about  thirty  millions.  "  This 
multitude  of  men,"  fays  he,  "  confifts   of  a  people  for  ages   civilized  and  cultivated 
by  all  the  art.9  of  polifhed  life,  while  we  were  yet  in  the  woods.  There  have  been,  and 
ftill  the  fkeletons  remain,  princes    once  of  great  dignity;  authority,   and  opulence. 
There  are  to  be  found  the  chiefs  of  tribes  and  nations.     Thereis  to  be  found  an  anci- 
ent and  venerable   priefthood,   the  depofitary  of  their  laws,  learning,  and  hiftory,  the 
guides  of  the  people  whilft  living,  and  their  confolation  in  death  •,   a  nobility  of  great 
antiquity  and  renown  •,  a  multitude  of  cities   not  exceeded  in  population  and  trade, 
by  thofe  of  the  firft  clafs  in  Europe-,  merchants   and  bankers,   individual  houfes  of 

*  The  eastern  part  of  Agra,  between  the  Ganges  and  Jumna,  if  called  the  Doab,  or  country  between  the  two  rivers. 
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whom,  Have  once  vied,  in  capital,  with  the  bank  of  England  ;  whole  credit  had  often 
fupported  a  tottering  flate,  and  preferved  their  governments  in  the  midft  of  wars  and 
defolation  •,  millions  of  ingenious  manufacturers  and  mechanics  ;  millions  of  the  moft 
diligent,   and  not  the  leaft  intelligent,  tillers  of  the  earth*." 

In  the  laft  London  edition  of  this  work,  the  prefent  population  of  the  territories 
of  the  Eaft  India  company,  is  dated  at  ten  millions.  Mr.  -Burke,  as  we  have  feen,  efli- 
mates  them,  before  *i  the  utter  defolation  of  the  Carnatic"  by  Hyder  Ali,  in  1780, 
at  about  thirty  millions.  If  thefe  two  calculations  are  accurate,  it  follows,  that  from 
1780,  to  179  i,  a  period  of  only  twelve  years,  there  have  been  destroyed  twenty  mil- 
lions of  thefe  devoted  people. 

Air  and  seasons.]  The  winds  in  this  climate  generally  blow  for  fix  months  from 
the  fouth,  and  fix  from  the  north.  April,  May,  and  the  beginning  of  June,  are  ex  ■ 
ceJively  hot,  but  refreshed  by  fea  breezes.  In  fome  dry  feafons,  the  hurricanes  tear 
up  the  lands,  and  let  them  fall  in  dry  fhowers,  which  are  extremely  difa^reeable.  The 
Europeans,  who  arrive  at  lndoftan,  are  commonly  feized  with  fome  illnefs,  fuch  as 
a  flux  or  fever ;  but  when  properly  treated,  and  tfp;cially  if  the  patients  are  abltemi- 
ous,  they  recover,  and  afterwards  prove  healthy. 

Mountains.]  The  moft  remarkable  mountains  are  thofe  of  Caucafus  and 
Naugracut,  which  divide  India  from  Perfia,  Usbec  Tartary,  and  Thibet.  They  are 
inhabited  by  Mahrattas,  Afghans,  or  Patans,  and  other  people  more  warlike  than  the 
Gentoos. 

The  mountains  named  the  Gauts,  or  Indian  Appenine,  extend  from  CapeComo- 
rin  to  the  Tapty,  or  Surat  river,  and  are  alfo  called  the  higher  or  upper  Gautsf.  This 
term  is  applied  in  contradiftincttion  to  the  lower -Gauts. 

This  ridge  of  mountains,  marks  with  precifion,  the  line  of  fummer  and  winter,  or 
rather  of  dry  and  wet.  It  extends  thirteen  degrees  of  latitude  ;  that  is,  from  Cape 
Comorin  to  Surat,  at  unequal  diftances  from  the  coaft ;  feldom  more  than  feventy  miles, 
and  commonly  about  forty  ;  and  in  one  fhort  fpace  it  approaches  within  fix  miles. 
The  height  of  thefe  mountains  prevents  the  great  body  of  clouds  from  pafiing  over 
them  •,  and  the  alternate  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  winds,  called  the  monfoons,  occafion  a 
rainy  feafon  on  one  fide  of  the  mountains  only  •,  that  is,  on  the  windward  fide.  It 
would  appear,  that  a  fufficient  number  of  clouds  pafs  .over,  to  produce  a  wet  fea- 
fon, at  a  confiderable  diflance  to  leeward,  where  thofe  clouds  defcend  •,  as  we  may 
fuppofe  them  to  do,  though  when  they  palled  over  the  Gauts,  they  raufi  have  been 
too  high,  and  of  courfe  too  light,  to  condenfe  and  fall  in  rain  here.  This,  we  are 
led  to  conjecture,  by  lieut.  Ewart's  account  of  the  weather  at  Nagpour,  in  the  very 
centre  of  India  -,  where  the  feafons  differ  but  little  from  their  ufual  courfe  in  Bengal 
and  on  the  weftern  fide  of  India  -,  that  is,  the  S.  W.  monfoon  occafions  a  rainy  fea- 
fon ;  but  the  rains  are  not  fo  violent,'nor  of  fuch  long  continuance,  as  in  thofe  pla- 
ces. At  the  mouth  of  the  Godaverry  river  and  its  neighbourhood,  the  S.  W.  mon- 
foon occafions  a  rainy  feafon  alfo  ;  and  the  Godaverry  then  overflows  ;  and  this 
part  is  about  as  far  to  leeward  of  the  Gauts  as  Nagpour  is.  Hence  we  may  con- 
clude, that  the  ridge  of  the  Gauts  fheltered  a  particular  tract  only  •,  beyond  which  the 
light  and  elevated  clouds  that  pafs  over  it  defcended  in  vain.  Madras  is  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  fheltered  tract,  though  at  leaf!  three  hundred  miles  to  leeward  of  the 
Gauts  ;  Rajamundry,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Godaverry,  may  be  about  five  hundred. 
It  would  be  curious  to  know  the  exact  limit  of  wet  and  dry. 

Different  feafons  exift  at  the  fame  moment,  only  in  a  part  of  the  peninfula  ;  for 

*  Speech  on  Mr.  Fox's  East  India  bill, 
t  -Gaut,  or  Ghaut,  signifies  either  a  pass  through  mountains,  or  landing-place  on  the  bank  of  a  river.     In  the  former 
sense,  the  term  hag  been  applied  to  ti.e  Carnatic,  which  is  divided  by  ridges  of  mountains  abounding  with  passes  and  de- 
files. 
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the  caufe  ceafes  in  the  parallel  ofSurat;  where  the  S.  W.  wind,  no  longer  oppofed 
by  a  wall  of  mountains,  carries  its  fupplies  of  moifture  uninterruptedly,  both  far 
and  near,  over  the  whole  face  of  the  country*. 

Rivers.]  The  Indus  and  the  Ganges,  both  of  them  knpwn  to  the  ancients,  are 
held  in  the  higheft  veneration,  by  the  modern  inhabitants.  The  Indus  is  by  the  natives 
called  Sinde-j-  or  Sindeh,  and  is  formed  of  about  ten  principal  ftreams,  which  defcend 
from  the  Perfian  and  Tartarian  mountains,  on  the  north-eaft  and  north-weft.  From 
the  city  of  Attock  down  to  Moulan,  it  is  commonly  called  the  River  Attock  ;  below 
Moultan,  it  is  often  named  the  Soor,  until  it  divides  itfelf  into  many  channels  near 
Tatta,  where  the  principal  branch  takes  the  name  of  Mehran.  Thefe  channels  form 
and  interfect  a  large  triangular  ifland,  which  they  fertilize  by  their  periodical  inunda- 
tions. The  principal  rivers  which  it  receives,  are  the  Behat,  or  Hydafpes,  and  the 
Hyphafis,  which  formed  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  conquefts  of  Alexander. 

The  Ganges^,  one  of  the  fineft  rivers  in  the  world,  iflues  from  KentaifFe,  one  of 
the  vaft  mountains  of  Thibet,  and,  after  a  courfe  of  about  feven  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  through  lofty  regions  but  little  known,  enters  Indoftan  at  the  defile  of  Kupele, 
fuppofed  by  the  natives  to  be  its  fource.  From  hence,  this  river,  which  is  revered  by 
the  Hindoos  as  a  deity  that  is  to  wafh  away  all  their  ftains,  flows  through  delightful 
plains,  with  a  fmooth  navigable  ftream,  from  one  to  three  miles  wide,  during  the 
remainder  of  its  courfe,  which  is  about  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  to  the  bay 
of  Bengal,  into  which  it  falls  by  two  larger  and  a  multitude  of  lefler  channels,  that 
form  and  interfecl  an  extenfive  triangular  ifland,  the  bafe  of  which  at  the  fea  is  near 
two  hundred  miles  in  extent.  The  entire  courfe  of  the  Ganges  is  two  thoufand  one 
hundred  miles,  and  is  in  length,  to  that  of  the  Thames,  as  nine  and  a  half  is  to 
one.  The  navigation  of  the  eaftern  branch  is  dangerous,  and  little  frequented.  The 
weftern  branch  is  navigable  by  large  fhips.  The  Ganges  receives  eleven  rivers,  fome 
of  which  are  equal  to  the  Rhine,  and  none  inferior  to  the  Thames. 

Befides  thefe  rivers,  many  others  water  this  country.  A  lift  of  their  names  in  this 
place  could  afford  no  interefting  information. 

Seas,  bays,  and  capes.]  Thefe  are  the  Indian  Ocean  ;  the  bay  of  Bengal  ;  the 
gulf  of  Cambaya ;  the  ftraits  of  Ramanakoel  •,    and  the  Capes  Comorin   and  Diu. 

Inhabitants.]  To  what  was  faid  of  their  religion  and  feels,  in  the  general  re- 
view of  this  great  empire,  we  may  add,  that  the  fakirs  are  a  kind  of  Mahometan 
mendicants  or  beggars,  who  travel  about,  practifing  the  greateft  aufterities  ;  but 
many  of  them  are  impoftors.  Their  number  is  faid  to  be  very  great.  The  banians, 
who  are  fo  called  from  their  innocence  of  life,  ferve  as  brokers,  and  profefs  the  Gcn- 
too  religion. 

The  Perfees,  or  Pa;  fees,  of  Indoftan,  are  of  the  fame  {eft.  with  theGaurs  ofPerfn. 
They  pay  adoration  to  fire,  as  an  emblem  of  the  Divinity,  and  as  his  chief  agent  in 
the  fyftem  of  the  univerfe.  They  never  extinguifh  fire.  They  will  ftand  for  hours  by 
their  lamps,  putting  up  their  prayers  to  God,  with  folded  hands,  and  their  eyes  turned 
towards  heaven.  They  utter  prayers  all  day  long,  and  conftantly  mix  bufmefs,  and 
even  common  converfation,  with  devotion.  They  have  a  ftuperftitious  veneration  for 
cocks  and  for  dogs.  They  breed  great  numbers  of  dogs,  and  feed  them  regularly 
with  rice  and  ghee.  To  all  dogs,  whether  their  own  or  not,  they  are  very  hofpitable. 
"Wherever  they  fee  one,  they  prefently  call  him,  and  offer  him  food.  If  you  walk 
abroad  with  one  in  any  of  the  Perfee  villages,  every  body  ftrives  to  be  the  firft  to 

•  Major  Rennell's  memoir,  p.  213,  214  Hindostan,  or  Indostan,  is   Pudda,    or  Padda.     It  is  also 

t  The  name  of  Sinde  was  not  unknown  to  the  Romans :  named  Burro  Gonga,  or  the  Great  River ;  and  Gonga,  the 

Indus  incolis  Sindus  appellatui.  Pliny,  book  vi.  river,  by  way  of  eminence  ;  from  this,  the  European  names 

\  The   proper  name  of  this  river,   in  the  language  of  of  ihe  river  are  derived.  Kennel's  memoir,  p,  255. 


INDIA  within  the  Ganges:  95 

entertain  him.  Many  of  the  dogs  at  Bombay,  were,  a  few  years  ago,  mad.  Upon  this 
an  order  was  given  by  the  governor,  for  killing  all  thefe  animals  without  exception. 
The  Perfees  determined  to  protect  the  lives  of  their  dogs  at  the  rifque  of  their  own. 
It  was  found  prudent,  not  to  infift  on  the  execution  of  this  decree. 

The  people  of  rank  hunt  with  the  bow  as  well  as  the  gun,  and  often  train  leopards 
to  the  fports  of  the  field.  Like  other  people  in  hot  countries,  they  prefer  fhady  walks 
and  cool  fountains.  They  are  fond  of  tumblers,  mountebanks,  and  jugglers  ;  of 
barbarous  mufic  both  on  wind  and  ftring  inftruments,  and  in  their  private  parties, 
they  play  at  cards.  The  houfes  of  the  commonalty  are  commonly  thatched,  which 
makes  them  fubject  to  fire.  The  manufacturers  work  in  the  open  air.  The  infide 
of  the*  houfes,  belonging  to  the  principal  perfons,  are  commodious  and  often  mag- 
nificent. 

Commerce.]  The  Mahometan  merchants  carry  on,  in  a  kind  of  vefiels  called 
junks,  a  trade  from  the  weftern  parts  of  this  empire,  up  the  Red  Sea  to  Mecca.  1  he 
largeft:  of  thefe  junks,  befides  the  cargoes,  will  carry  feventeen  hundred  pilgrims  to 
vifit  the  tomb  of  their  prophet.  At  Mecca,  they  meet  with  Abyflinian,  Egyptian,  and 
other  traders,  to  whom  they  difpofe  of  their  cargoes  for  gold  and  filver  ;  fo  that  a 
junk,  returning  from  this  voyage,  is  often  worth  nearly  nine  hundred  thoufand 
dollars. 

Provinces  and  cities. ~\  The  province  of  Agra  is  the  moftextenfive  in  Indoftan, 
containing  forty  large  towns,  and  three  hundred  and  forty  villages.  Agra  is  the  great- 
eft  city,  and  its  caftle  the  largeft  fortification  in  all  the  Indies.  The  Dutch  have  a 
factory  there,  but  the  Englifti  have  none. 

The  city  of  Delhi,  which  is  the  capita!  of  that  province,  is  likewife  the  capital 
of  Indoftan.  It  is  defcribed  as  a  fplendid  city,  and  contains  the  imperial  palace,  which 
is  adorned  with  the  ufual  magnificence  of  the  eaft.  Its  ftables  formerly  contained 
twelve  thoufand  horfes,  brought  from  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  Tartary  ;  and  five  hundred 
elephants.  When  the  forage  is  burnt  up  by  the  heats  of  the  feafon,  thefe  horfes 
are  fed  in  the  morning  with  bread,  butter,  and  fugar,  and  in  the  evening  with  rice- 
milk. 

Tatta,  the  capital  of  Sindy,  is  a  large  city.  It  is  famous  for  the  manufacture  of  pa- 
lanquins, a  kind  of  canopied  couches,  on  which  wealthy  people,  Europeans  as  well 
as  natives,  repofe  when  they  appear  abroad.  They  are  carried  by  four  men,  who 
march  morning  and  evening,  forty  miles  a  day  ;  ten  being  ufually  hired,  who  carry 
the  palanquin  by  turns,  four  at  a  time.  The  porters  may  be  hired  for  about  two  dol- 
lars a  month  each,  out  of  which  they  maintain  themfelves.  The  Indus,  at  Tatta,  is 
about  a  mile  broad,  and  is  famous  for  its  fine  carp. 

Though  the  province  of  Maulton  is  not  very  fruitful,  yet  it  yields  excellent  iron 
and  canes  •,  and  the  inhabitants,  bv  their  fituation,  are  enabled  to  deal  with  the  Per- 
fians  and  Tartars,  yearly  for  above  fixty  thoufand  horfes.  The  capital  is  Moultan, 
about  eight  hundred  miles,  by  the  courfe  or  the  river,  from  the  fea. 

The  province  of  Caflimere,  being  furrounded  with  mountains,  is  difficult  of  accefs, 
but  when  entered,  it  appears  to  be  the  paradife  of  the  Indies.  It  is  faid  to  contain  one 
hundred  thoufand  villages  to  be  ftored  with  cattle  and  game,  without  any  beafts  of 
prey.  The  capital,  Cafiimere,  ftands  by  a  large  lake  •,  both  fexes  are  almoft  as  fair 
as  the  Europeans. 

The  provide  of  Labor  is  one  of  the  largeft  in  the  Indies,  and  produces  the  beft 
fugars  of  Indoftan.  its  capital  was  once  about  nine  miles  long,  but  is  now  much  de- 
cayed. The  provinces  of  Ayud,  Varad,  Bekar,  and  HallabaS;  are  inhabited  by  a 
hardy  ta:e  of  men,  who  fecm  never  to  have  been  conquered  j  and  live  in  an  inde- 
pendent ftate.  In  fomr  o-  chofe  provinces,  many  European  fruits,  plants,  and  flowers 
thrive,  as  in  their  native  foil. 
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Bengal  is  almoft  fecure  from  the  attack  of  foreign  enemies.  On  the  north  and  eaft, 
it  has  no  warlike  neighbours,  and  has  a  formidable  barrier  of  mountains,  rivers,  or 
extenfive  waftes  towards  thofe  quarters.  On  the  fouth  is  afea-coaft  guarded  by  (hal- 
lows and  impenetrable  woods,  and  in  an  extent  of  three  hundred  miles  only  one  port4 
which  is  of  difficult  accefs.  On  the  weft,  were  only  an  enemy  can  be  apprehended, 
the  natural  barrier  is  ftrong,  and  with  its  population  and  refources,  and  the  ufual 
proportion  of  Britifh  troops,  Bengal  might  bid  defiance  to  any  part  of Indoftan  which 
was  inclined  to  become  its  enemy.  It  is  the  ftore-houfe  of  the  Eaft  Indies.  Its  fertili- 
ty exceeds  that  of  Egypt  after  being  overflowed  by  the  Nile  ;  and  the  produce  of  its 
foil  confifts  of  rice,  fugar- canes,  corn,  fefamum,  fmall  mulberry  and  other  trees.  Its 
calicoes,  filk,  faltpetre,  lakka,  opium,  wax,  and  civet,  go  all  over  the  world.*  Pro- 
vifions  here  are  in  vaft  plenty,  and  incredibly  cheap,  efpecially  pullets,  ducks,  and 
geefe.  The  country  is  interfered  by  canals,  cut  out  of  the  Ganges,  fur  the  benefit  of 
commerce.  Bengal  extends  near  an  hundred  leagues  on  both  fides  of  that  river,  and 
was  formerly  full  of  cities,  towns,  villages,  and  caftles.  In  this  province,  the  wor- 
fhip  of  the  Gentcos  is  practifed  in  its  greateft  ftrictnefs  ;  and  the  Ganges  is  lined  with 
magnificent  pagodas. 

The  defcription  of  one  Indian  city  is  nearly  a  defcription  of  all  •,  they  are  built 
on  one  plan,  with  narrow,  and  crooked  fireets  ;  having  an  incredible  number  of  re- 
fervoirs  and  ponds,  and  a  great  many  gardens  interfperfed.  A  few  of  the  itreets  are 
paved  with  brick.  The  houfes  are  varioufly  built  ;  fome  of  brick,  others  with  mud, 
and  vaft  numbers  with  bamboos  and  mats.  Thefe  various  buildings  ftand  intermixed, 
and  form  a  motley  appearance  ;  thofe  of  the  latter  kinds  are  but  of  one  ftory,  and  co- 
vered with  thatch.  Thofe  of  brick  feldom  exceed  two  floors,  and  have  flat,  terraced 
roofs.  Fires,  which  often  happen,  do  not  fometimes  meet  with  the  obftruction  of  a 
brick  houfe  through  a  whole  ftreet. 

In  Calcutta,  the  quarter  inhabited  by  the  Englifh  is  compofed  entirely  of  brick 
buildings,  many  of  which  have  more  the  appearance  of  palaces  than  of  private  hou- 
fes •,  but  the  remainder  of  the  city,  and  by  much  the  greater  part,  is  built  as  we  have 
defcribed  the  cities  in  general  to  be.  Within  thefe  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  Cal- 
cutta has  been  improved,  both  in  appearance  and  in  the  falubrity  of  its  air;  for  the 
ftreets  have  been  properly  drained,  and  the  ponds  filled  up  ;  which  has  removed  a 
vaft  furface  of  ftagnant  water,  and  its  peftiferous  exhalations.  Calcutta  is  the  empo- 
rium of  Bengal,  and  the  feat  of  the  governor  general  of  India.  It  is  a  very  extenfive 
and  populous  city,  being  fuppofed  at  prefent  to  contain,  at  leaft,  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  inhabitants.  Its  local  fituation  is  not  fortunate;  for  it  has  fome  extenfive  mud- 
dy lakes,  and  a  vaft  foreft,  clofe  to  it.  This  is  a  modern  city,  having  rifen  on  the  fite 
of  the  village  of  Govindpour,  about  ninety  years  ago*. 

The  principal  Englifh  factory,  called  Fort  William,  is  at  Calcutta,  fifuated  on  the 
river  Hoogley,  the  meft  wefterly  branch  of  the  Ganges.  It  is  about  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  fea  -,  and  the  river  is  navigable  up  to  the  town,  for  the  largeft  fhips 
that  vifit  India.  The  fort  itfelf  js  irregular,  and  untenable  againft  dilciplined  troops  ; 
the  fervants  of  the  company  have  provided  themfelves  with  convenient  accommo- 
dation. As  the  town  itfelf  has  been  long  in  poffeftion  of  the  company,  an  Englifh 
civil  government,  by  a  mayor  and  aldermen,  was  introduced  into  it.  This  was  im- 
mediately under  the  authority  of  the  company.  In  1773,  an  acl:  of  parliament  was 
pafled  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Eu- 
rope. By  this  act,  the  governor  general  and  four  counfcllors  were  appointed  and 
chofen  by  the  parliament,  in  whom  was  vefted  the  whole  civil  and  military  govern- 
ment of  Fort  "William;  and  of  the  territorial  acquifitiens  and  revenues  in  the  king- 
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dorns  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa.  They  were  likewife  empowered  to  eftabli/h  a  court 
of  judicature  at  Fort  William  ;  toconfift  of  a  chief  juftice,  and  three  other  judges  who 
were  to  be  named  from  time  to  time  by  the  king  of  England  ;  thefe  were  to  exercife 
all  criminal,  admiralty,  and  ecclefiaftical  jurtfdiction.  But  the  eftablifhment  of  this  fu- 
preme  court  does  not  appear  to  have  promoted  either  the  interefts  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  or  the  happinefs  of  the  Hindoos.  No  proper  attention  was  paid  to  the  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  the  people  ;  acts  of  great  oppreflion  and  injuftice  have  been  com- 
mitted •,  and  the  fupreme  court  has  been  afource  of  endlefs  difTatisfadlion,  diforder,  and 
confufion.  For  the  fubfequent  regulations  refpecting  the  Eaft  India  territories  and 
company,  we  refer  to  our  account  of  them  in  the  hiftory  of  England. 

In  1756,  the  nabob  quarrelled  with  the  company,  and  inverted  Calcutta  with  a  large 
body  of  black  troops.  The  governor,  and  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  took  (bel- 
ter on  board  the  (hips  in  the  river  •,  thofe  who  remained,  for  fome  hours,  defended  the 
place  •,  but  their  ammunition  being  expended,  they  furrendered  upon  terms.  The  na- 
bob, inftead  of  obferving  the  capitulation,  forced  Mr.  Holwell,  the  governor's  chief 
fervant,  and  an  hundred  and  forty  five  other  Britilb  fubje&s,  into  a  prifon  called  the 
black-hole,  a  place  about  eighteen  feet  fquare,  and  mut  up  from  almoft  all  commu- 
nication of  free  air.  In  the  morning,  twenty-three  only  were  found  alive,  the 
reft  having  died  of  fuffocation.  The  nabob  returned  to  his  capital,  after  plundering 
the  place.  Admiral  Watfon,  and  colonel  Clive,  put  the  En^lim  once  more  in  poflef- 
fion  of  Calcutta.  The  war  was  ended  with  the  battle  of  PlalTv,  gained  by  Clive,  and 
by  the  death  of  nabob  Suraja  Dowla.  Mir  Jaffeir,  one  of  his  generals  had  pre- 
vioufly  figned  a  fecret  treaty  with  Clive,  to  deferthis  matter  ;  arid,  as  a  reward  for 
tins  aft  of  treachery,   he  was  advanced  to  the  foubahfhip. 

Dacca  is  fituated  in  the  eaftern  quarter  of  Bengal,  and  beyond  the  principal 
ftream  of  the  Ganges,  although  a  large  branch  of  that  river  runs  by  it,  and  com- 
municates with  all  the  other  inland  navigations.  Dacca  is  the  third  city  of  Bengal 
for  extent  and  population  ;  and  has,  within  the  prefent  century,  been  its  capital. 

Chandernagore  belongs  to  the  French,  and  lies  higher  up  the  river  than  Calcutta. 
It  was  taken  in  the  war  of  1755,  by  the  Englifh,  and  again,  by  the  fame  enemy,  in 
the  war  of  1778,  but  has,  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  fucceeded  its  fucceflive  cap- 
tures, been  reftored  to  *-he  French.  Hoogly  lies  fifty  miles  to  the  north  of  Calcutta 
upon  the  Ganges,  and  is  a  place  of  fome  trade  for  the  richeft  Indian  commodities.  The 
Dutch  have  here  a  well  fortified  factory.  The  fearch  for  diamonds  is  carried  on  by 
about  ten  thoufand  people  from  Saumelpour,  which  lies  thirty  leagues  to  the  north 
of  Hoogly,  for  about  fifty  miles  farther.  The  other  chief  towns  are  Caflumbazar 
Chincura,  Barnagua,  and  Maldo  ;  there  are  various  other  places  of  lefs  note,  but 
all  of  them  rich  in  the  Indian  manufactures. 

The  province  of  Malva  lies  to  the  weft  of  Bengal.  It  is  fertile  ;  its  chief  city  is 
Ratipor.  Cattack  is  the  capital  of  Orixa.  It  is  fituated  in  the  road  between  Bengal 
and  the  northern  circars.  Of"  the  five  northern  circars,  Cicacole,  Rajamundry,  Ellore 
and  Cond.ipilly,  are  in  poffeffion  of  the  Engliftj,  and  Gunton  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Niznrn. 

The  above  are  the  provinces  belonging  to  the  mogul's  empire  to  the  north  of  what 
is  properly  called  the  peninfula  within  the  Ganges.  Thole  that  lie  to  the  fouthward 
fall  under  the  defcription  of  the  peninfula  itfelf. 

Administration  of  the  East^j     .  This  fubjeel  is  not  well  underftood  in  the  united 

India  company.  j  ftates.    It  is,  in  the  higheft  degree,  curious,  inter- 

efting,   and  inftructive.   The  limits  of  this  work  confine  us  to  a  fevj  fhort  sketches  of 

particular  tranfactions,   from  which  an  American  reader  may  form  fome  conception  of 

the  reft.    For  a  complete  difcuflion,    the  largeft,  volume  weuld  not  be  fufficient 
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Amidft  an  immenfe  multiplicity  of  writers  on  this  article-,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  ftands 
eminently  diftinguifhed.  Few  men  have  comprehended  the  affairs  of  India  more  com- 
pletely. None  has  beftowed  more  intenfe  labour  in  examining,  or  more  fplendid  elo- 
quence in  illuftrating  the  political  and  domeftic  adminiftration  of  that  country.  In  the 
edition  of  his  works,  publifhed  in  1 792,  he  has  re-printed  two  fpeeches  that  he  made 
in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  commons,  the  one  in  defence  of  the  memorable  India  bill  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Fox  and  the  other  with  refpect  to  the  creditors  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot. 
From  thefe  two  diftinguifhed  productions,  the  particulars  of  this  article  are,  for  the 
moft  part,  extracted.  We  fhall  begin  with  a  concife  ftatement  of  the  fa&s  advanced 
in  the  firft  of  them. 

Mr.  Burke  affirms  that  the  Eaft  India  company  has  abufed  its  charter  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  all  the  powers  which  it  could  abufe  ;  and  has  exercifed  the  plenitude  of  defpo- 
tifm,  tyranny,  and  corruption.  With  refpect  to  the  external  adminiftration  of  the 
company,  he  undertakes  to  prove,  that  there  is  not  a.fwgle  prince,  ftate,  or  potentate, 
great  or  fmall,  in  India,  with  whom  they  have  come  into  contact,  whom  they  have  not 
fo.'d ;  that  they  never  made  a  fingle  treaty,  which  they  have  not  broken  ;  and  that 
every  {ingle  prince  or  ftate,  who  ever  put  any  truft  in  the  company,  has,  by  this 
confidence  been  utterly  ruined.  He  adds,  that  thefe  afl'ertions  are,  in  the  full  fenfe  of 
the  word,  univerfal.  The  firft  potentate,  fold  by  the  company  for  money,  was  the 
great  Mogul.  The  only  legal  title  that  they  had,  or  could  pofTibly  have,  to  their 
own  territories,  was  derived  from  his  charter  ;  but  this  could  not  fave  him  from  the 
general  fale.  He  had  made  immenfe  grants  to  the  company-,  for  which  they  cam* 
under  folemn  obligations  to  pay  him  an  annual  tribute  of  two  hundred  and  fixty  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling.  Of  this  money  they  did  not  pay  him  a  fingle  (hilling.  The  mo- 
gul had  referved,  out  of  his  grants  of  territory,  two  diftridts  for  himfelf.  The  com- 
pany fold  them  to  his  chief  minifter,  Sujah  ul  Dovvlah  •,  and,  fo  ravenous  was  their 
appetite  for  ready  money,  that  they  fold  thefe  lands  for  fcarcely  two  years  pur  chafe  !  In 
the  mean  time,  the  monarch  hirr.felf  flood  almoft  in  need  of  the  common  neceflaries  of 
life,  nor  did  the  company  even  give  him,  as  a  bounty,  the  fmalleft  poition  of  what 
tKey  owed  him  in  juftice. 

The  next  fale  was  that  of  the  whole  nation  of  the  Rohillas,  which  the  grand  falef- 
man*,  without  a  pretence  of  quarrel,  and  in  contradiction  to  his  own  declared  fenfe  of 
duty  and  rectitude,  fold  to  the  fame  Sujah  ul  Dowlah.  "He  fold  the  people,''  fays 
Mr.  Burke,  "  to  utter  extirpation,  for  the  fum  of 'four  hundred thoufand pounds  !"  Hafiz 
Rhamet,  the  moft  eminent  of  their  chiefs,  was-attacked  by  an  army  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  men,  fupported  by  an  Englifh  brigade.  This  man,  commanding  inferior  for- 
ces, died  in  defence  of  his  country.  His  head  was  cut  eff,  and  fold  for  money  to  a 
barbarian.  His  wife  and  children  were  feen  begging  an  handful  of  rice  through  the 
Englifh  camp.  The  whole  nation,  with  inconfiderable  exceptions,  were  flaughtered 
or  banifhed.  The  country  was  laid  wafte  with  fire  and  fword  ;  and  one  of  the  moft 
beautiful  provinces  of  Indoftan,  is  now  almoft  univerfally,  a  dreary  defart,  covered 
with  rujhes,  and  briars,  and  jungles  full  of wild  beafts.  The  Britifh  officer  who  com- 
manded in  the  delivery  of  the  people  thus  fold,  felt  fome  compunction  at  his  employ- 
ment. He  reprefented  thefe  enormous  excefles  to  the  prefident  of  Bengal  and  received 
a  fevere  reprimand  for  his  prefumption. 

In  Bengal,  Suraja  Dowla  was  fold  to  Mir  Jaffier-f- ;  Mir  Jaffier  was  fold  to  Mir 
Coffim  -,  and  Mir  Coffim  was  fold  to  Mir  Jaffier  again.  The  fucceffion  to  Mir  Jaffier 
was  fold  to  his  eldeft  fon  ;  and  another  fon  of  Mir  Jaffier,  Mobarech  ul  Dowla,  was 
fold  to  his  ftep-mother.  The  Maratta  empire  was  fold  to  Ragoba  ;  and  Ragoba  was 
fold  and  delivered  to  the  Peifhaw  of  the  Marattas.  Both  Ragoba,  and  the  Peifhaw  of  the 
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Mara'tts  were  offered  to  fale  to  the  rajah  of  Berar.  Scindia,  the  chief  of  Malva, 
was  offered  to  fale  to  the  fame  rajah  •,  and  the  fubah  of  the  decan  was  fold  to  the  great 
trader,  Mahomet  AH,  nabob  of  Arcot.  'To  the  fame  nabob  of  Arcot,  they  fold  Hy- 
der  AH,  and  the  kingdom  of  My  fore.  To  Mahomet  AH,  likewife,  they  twice  fold  the 
kingdom  of  Tanjore.  To  the  fime  purchafer,  they  fold  at  leaft  twelve  fovereign  prin- 
ces, called  the  Polygars.  But  to  keep  matters  even,  the  territory  of  Tinnivelly  be- 
longing to  their  own  nabob  they  would  have  fold  to  the  Dutch  !  To  clofe  this  catalogue 
of  fales,  their  great  cuftomer,  the  nabob  of  Arcot  himfelf,  and  his  lawful  fucceflion, 
have  been  fold  to  his  fecond  fon,  Amir  ul  Omrah*.  All  thefe  bargains  were  regularly 
attended  with  the  wafte  and  havoc  of  the  country,  always  by  the  buyer,  and  fome- 
times  by  the  object  of  the  fale.  Thefe  facts  demonftrated  the  firft  of  the  aflertion  of 
Mr.  Burke,  that  the  company  fold,  that  is,  betrayed  every  prince  and  ftate,  great  or 
fmal!,  with  whom  they  came  into  contact. 

The  fecond  aflertion  of  Mr.  Burke  is,  that  the  company  never  made  a  treaty  which 
they  have  not  broken.  This  pofition  arifes  by  a  natural  confequence  from  the  lift  of 
fales  above  ftated.  Mp.  Burke  declares  that  he  had  never  heard  it  fo  much  as  alledg- 
ed,  that  in  any  one  inftance,  the  company  had  obferved  any  public  agreement.  Mr. 
Dundas  had,  fome  time  before,  fairly  proved  to  parliament,  that  their  univerfal  fyfte- 
matic  breach  of  treaties  had  made  Britifh  faith  proverbial  in  the  eaft.  To  crown  the  farce, 
Haftings  himfelf,  in  a  letter  to  which  Mr.  Burke  refers,  tranfmitted  to  the  court  of 
directors,  a  regular  eftimate  of  the  fums  which  the  company  would  have  loft,  or  ne- 
ver acquired,  if  public  faith  had  been  obferved '! 

Mr.  Burke  then  proceeds  to  ftate  particular  acts  of  perfidy  committed  by  the  Bri- 
tifti  Eaft  India  company.  It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  they  ftipulated  to  pay 
the  mogul  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum  ;  and  that,  of 
this  money,  they  kept  every  ftiilling.  They  broke  a  fecond  treaty  with  him,  bv 
which  they  had  agreed  to  pay  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  to  the  foubah  of 
Bengal.  By  a  third  engagement,  they  promifed  to  pay  a  penfion  to  Nudjif  Cawn  ; 
they  broke  this  article  with  the  reft.  They  broke  their  treaties  with  the  Nizam,  and 
with  Hyder  AH.  As  to  the  Marattas,  the  company  had  fo  many  crofs- treaties  with 
the -States  general  of  that  nation,  and  with  each  of  the  chiefs,  that  not  oneof  thefe  a- 
greements  could  be  kept  without  grofsly  violating  the  reft.  If  the  terms  of  thefe  fe- 
veral  treaties  had  been  obferved,  two  Britifh  armies  would  at  one  and  the  fame  time, 
have  met  in  the  field  to  cut  each  other's  throats. 

In  the  midft  of  profound  peace,  the  forces  of  the  company  invaded  the  Maratta 
territories,  and  furprifed  the  ifland  and  fortrefs  of  Saifette.  The  Marattas,  neverthe- 
lefs,  confented  to  a  peace,  which  was  highly  advantageous  for  the  company.  But  this, 
like  every  other  agreement,  they  broke.  They  once  more  attacked  the  Maratta  do- 
minions ;  their  whole  army  was  obliged,  in  effect,  to  furrender  to  this  injured,  betrayed, 
and  infulted  people.  The  conquerors  prefcribed  moderate  terms  of  peace,  and  behaved 
to  theif  captive  aiTailants  with  the  moft  diftinguifhed  humanity-f-.  The  company  broke 
this  treaty  likewife  ;  nor  would  they  ever  have  adhered  to  any  terms,  if  Hyder  Ali  had 
not  broke  into  the  Carnatic,  and  fwept  all  before  him.  An  abhorrence  of  the  perfidy  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  had  united  thefe  two  difcordant  powers  in  a  kind  of  alliance 

*  This  strange  detail  will  enable  the  reader  to  compre-  "  — that  henceforth  they  should  adhere  to  the  treaties  es- 

hend  "the  violent  desire  of  creating  nabobs  ;"  an  expression  "  tablished   between  both    nations;    and  requested,   that 

already  quoted  from  colonel  Dow,  in  vol.  1.  p.  257.  "  what  bad  happened  might  be  forgiven  "  Ann.  Reg.  ^>.  22. 

f  In  the  annual  register  of  1~S2,  there  is  an  account  of  These  invaders  in  the  midst  of  a  professed  peace  were  in 

this  eaptulatioil  The  deputy  who  was  sent  from  the  Eng-  the  midst  of  the  Maratta  country.     They  were  asked,  what 

lish  camp,  to  solicitpardon,  of  the  Maratta  chiefs,  repre-  business  they  had  there? 
tented,  that  "  they  (the  company  J  were  only  merchants  s 
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againft  them.  In  making  peace  with  the  Marattas,  Haftings  adhered  to  his  former 
fyftem  of  fraud.  They  infilled,  that  Hyder  fhould  he  comprehended  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  ;  and  this  governor-general  of  India  directed  his  fecretary,  Mr.  David  Ander- 
fon,  to  admit  "  zvague  article"  in  favour  of  Hyder.  Thus,  evafion  and  impofture, 
formed  the  very  bafis  of  this  treaty.  The  vague  article  was  fucceeded  by  a  more 
vague  performance.  The  treaty  had  fcarcely  been  fubfcribed,  when  Haftings  entered 
into  a  correfpondence  with  the  Maratta  chief,  Scindia,  for  a  partition  of  Hyder'3 
country.  About  this  time,  Hyder  died  ;  and  foon  after,  general  Mathews,  with  a 
Britifh  army,  broke  into  his  fucceffor's  dominions.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1.783,  this 
commander  ftormed  the  fortrefs  of  Onore.  No  quarter  was  given  by  the  conquerors. 
In  the  New  Annual  regifter  for  1784,  there  is  inferred  a  paffage  of  a  letter  from  an 
Englifh  officer,  refpecting  this  affair.  "  The  Carnage,"  fays  he,  "  was  great.  We  tram- 
"  pled  thick  on  the  dead  bodies  that  were  ftrewed  in  the  way.  It  was  rather  fhcck- 
qt  ing  to  humanity,  but  fuch  are  only  fecondo.ry  coijiderations,  and  to  a  fbldier,  whole 
"  boiom  glows  with  he*>ic  glory,  thev  are  thought  accidents  of  courfe.  His  zeal 
"  makes  him  afpire  after  farther  victory*."  Hydernagur  alfo« fell,  and  in  the  fame 
work,  the  public  treafure,  taken  in  that  city,  is  ftated  to  have  been  from  rive  millions 
and  a  half  to  eighMnillions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  A  vaft  quantity  of  private  pro- 
perty was  likewife  plundered.  Annanpour  was  ftormed  by  major  Campbell.  Every, 
man  in  this  fort  was  butchered,  except  a  fingle  fugitive,  who  made  his  efcape  after 
being  wounded  in  three  different  places.  Four  hundred  Women  were  put  to  the  bayonet  !-f* 
The  army  quarrelled  with  Mathews,  their  commander,  about  the  divifion  of  the  booty, 
which  produced  much  confufion.  In  the  mean  time,  Tipoo.Saib,  the  fon  of  Hyder, 
rallied  his  forces,  and  overpowered  the  conquerors.  Mathews,  who  was  taken  pri- 
foner  in  Hydernagur,  promifed  to  reftore  to  Tipco  Saib  the  public  property,  that 
had  been  feized  in  that  fortrefs.  He  concealed  it ;  and  for  this  breach  of  treaty  W2s 
forced  by  Tipoo  to  fwallow  poifon,  or  as  fome  fay,  melted  had.  Twenty  other  officers 
fhared  a  fimilar  fate  ;  the  whole  body  of  troops  were  almoft  exterminated,  nor  had 
thofe,  who,  as  prifoners,  efcaped  the  general  maffacre,  any  reafon  to  rejoice  in  their 
deftiny.  "  In  the  ftory  of  the  conqueft  and  recovery  of  Canara,  the  Spaniards 
"  may  be  faid  to  be  brought  a  fecond  time  upon  the  fcer.e,  but  not  to  fit  down  in  ful- 
*'  len  and  infolent  profperity,  after  all  their  crimes.  The  Spaniards  of  Britain  were 
"  overtaken  in  the  midft  of  their  career  •,  and  he,  who  is  more  of  a  man  than  an 
"  Enghfhman,  will  rejoice  in  the  irregular  and  unmeafured,  but  at  the  fame  time  the 
(i  juft  and  merited  vengeance  that  was  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  prince  whofe  domi- 
"  nions  they  were  ravaging^."  We  return  to  the  narrative. 

Mr.  Burke  obferves,  that  the  Englifh  were,  by  far,  the  moft  ruinous  tyrants,  that 
have,  at  any  time,  defolated  the  plains  of  Indoftan.  The  feveral  irruptions  of  Arabs, 
Tartars,  and  Perfians,  into  India,  were,  for  the  greater  part,  ferocious  and  deftructive; 
but  their  barbarity  very  foon  abated  ;  becaufe  they  made  the  conquered  country  their 
own.  If  hoards  were  formed  by  violence  and  tyranny,  they  were  ftill  domeftic  hoards  •, 
and  domeftic  profusion,  or  the  rapine  of  a  more  powerful  and  prodigal  hand,  reftor- 
ed  them  to  the  people.  With  many  difordeis,  and  with  few  political  checks  upon 
power,  nature  had  ftill  fair  play.  The  fources  of  acquifition  were  not  dried  up.  The 
trade,  the  manufactures,  and  the  commerce  of  the  country,  flourifhed.  Even  avarice 
and  ufury  itfelf,  operated  both  for  the  prefervatioa  and  the  employment  of  na- 
tional wealth.  The  husbandman  and  manufacturer  paid  heavy  intereft  ;  but  they  aug- 
mented the  fund  from  whence  they  were  again  to  borrow.  The  refources  were 
dearly  bought,  but  they  were  fure  >  and  the  general  flock  of  the  community  grew 
by  the  general  effort.  But  under  the  Englifti  government,  this  order  has  been  reverfed. 

*  New  Annual  Register  for  1784.  p  96.     f  Ibid.  p.  98.      Also  Dodsiev's  A nnual  Register  for ir83,  p.  91. 
:}  New   Annual  Register  for  1784,  p  96. 
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The  Tartar  invafion  was  mifchevous  •,  but  it  is  the  proteflion  of  England  which  de- 
ftroys  India.  Her  cor.queft  there,  after  twenty  years,  is  as  crude  as  it  was  at  the  firft 
day.  The  natives  fearccly  know  what  it  is  to  fee  the  grey  head  of  an  Englishman. 
Young  men,  boys  almoft,  govern  there,  who  have  neither  fociety  nor  fympathy  with 
the  natives.  They  contract  no  more  focial  habits  with  the  Hindoos,  than  if  they  ftiil 
refnled  in  England.  They  have  no  fpecies  of  intercourfe,  but  that  which  is  ceceiTary 
for  ralfmg  a  fudden  fortune,  with  a  view  to  their  return  into  England.  Animated  by  all 
the  avarice  of  age,  and  all  the  impetuofity  ef  vouth,  they  roll  in  one  after  another, 
wive  after  wave.  There  is  nothing  before  the  eyes  of  the  natives,  but  an  ever- 
lafting  attack  from  new  flights  of  birds  of  prey  and  paffage,  with  appetites  con: i- 
nually  renewing  for  a  food  that  is  continually  wafting.  Every  (hilling  of  profit  trade 
by  an  Englishman,  is  loft,  forever,  to  India.  No  charitable  foundation  compenfates, 
through  ages,  to  the  poor,  for  the  rapine  and  injuftice  of  a  day.  Pride  erects  no  ftate- 
ly  monuments,  to  repair  the  mifchiefs  which  pride  had  produced  •,  and  which  adorn 
a  country  out  of  its  own  fpoils.  England  has  erected  no  churches,  no  hofpitalsf,  no 
palaces,  no  fchcols.  England  has  built  no  bridges,  made  no  high  roads,  cut  no  navi- 
gations, dug  out  no  refer voirs.  Every  other  conqueror,  of  every  other  description, 
has  left  behind  him  fome  monument,  either  of  beneficence  or  grandeur.  But  when 
the  Britifh  (hall  be  driven  out  of  India,  no  trace  of  their  progrefs  will  remain,  to  tell 
that  it  has  been  i  -.habited  by  any   thing  better  than  the  curang-cutang,  or  the  tiger. 

Mr.  Burke  next  illuftrates  his  third  aiTertion,  that  no  prince  ever  tr lifted  in  the  Eaft 
India  company  but  to  his  utter  ruin.  The  nabob  of  Oude,  in  1779,  reprefentcd  tu 
Mr.  Hidings,  that  his  dominions  had,  by  an  extenfive  drought,  been  reduced  to  the 
utmoft  mifcry  •,  and,  on  this  account,  he  requefted  that  a  part  of  the  company's  troops 
quartered  upon  him,  fhould  be  withdrawn.  This  requifition  was  refufed,  in,a  very 
harfh  ftile,  and  that  deiblation  which  the  drought  had  begun,  was  completed  by  the 
wantonnefsof  military  rapine.  In  the  courfe  of  four  or  five  years,  the  revenues  of 
Oude,  as  nearly  as  could  be  afcer tamed,  were  funk  from  three  millions,  to  thirteen 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Even  this  laft  fum  was  extorted  by  exorbitant 
opprefiion.  The  remnant  of  this  revenue  was  mortgaged  to  fome  ufurcrs  in  a  dif- 
ferent part  of  India,  at  an  annual  intereft  of  near  thirty  percent.  The  landholders, 
merchants,  bankers,  of  Oude,  and  even  the  farmers  of  the  revenue  themfeives,  were. 
Tally,  reduced  to  iuin. 

Fizulla  Khan,  one  of  the  Rohilla  chiefs,  had  faved  himfelf  from  the  general  ex- 
tirpation of  his  countrymen.  He  was  fecured,  if  that  had  been  any  fecurity,  by  a 
treaty.  His  whole  country  then  was  what  the  whole  country  of  the  Rohillas  hadbeen. 
In  a  word,  it  was  cultivated  like  a  garden,  without  one  neglected  fpot  in  it.  In  the 
progrefs  of  a  few  years,  he  doubled  the  population,  and  the  revenue  of  his  territo- 
ries. In  the  correfpondence  of  theEnglifh  government,  he  is  charged  with  making 
his  country  an  afylum  for  the  peafants  who  fled  from  Oude.  Upon  this  and  fome 
other  frivolous  pretences,  he  was  accufed  as  a  rebel,  and  bought  a  temporary  peace 
for  about  ("even  hundred  and  eleven  thoufand  dollars. 

The  fii  ft  woman  in  Bengal,  the  ranniof  Rajeha,had  paid  above  two  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  fterling  a  year  of  quit-rent  to  the  ftate.  She  was,  in  theftrict  ftnfeofthe 
word,  reduced  to  beggary.  Mr.  Burke  names  two  other  women  of  the  fame  rank,  in 
Bengal,  who  were  likewife  brought  to  utter  ruin.  Mahommed  Reza  Khan,  the  fecond 
muiiulman  in  Bengal,  without  the  pretence  of  any  enquiry  into  his  conduct,  was  (trip- 
ped of  all  his  employments,  and  reduced  to  the'loweft  condition.  The  rajah  Nund- 
comar  was  hanged.     This  tranfaction  has  made  more  than    common  noife,    and  as  it 

•Mr.  Burke,  in  a  note,  subjoins,  that  "  the  foundation  at  Calcutta  is  scarcely  worth  naming  as  an  exception." 

Vol.  II.  2  D 
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was  not  fully  flated  by  Mr.  Burke,   the  particular    circumftances  which  attended  it, 
are  here  extracted  from  the  New  Annual  Regifter,  for  1781. 

Nundcomar  was  a  bramin  of  the  firft  rank.  He  had  been  chief  minifter  to  the 
nabob  of  Bengal,  and  he  was  tried  for  a  forgery  in  the  Englifh  fupreme  court 
of  that  province.  By  the  laws  of  Hindoftan,  forgery  was  not  a  capital  offence  •,  but 
Nundcomar  was  indicted  on  a  ftatute  paffed  in  the  reign  of  George  thefecond,  of 
which  the  natives  had  never  heard.  The  forgery  had  been  committed  many  yean  before; 
and,  by  an  exprefs  claufe  in  the  body  of  the  act  itfelf,  which  was  made  with  a  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  ftate  of  credit  in  England,  it  was  declared,  that  it  fhould 
not  extend  even  to  Scotland.  Yet  this  act  now  extended  to  Bengal,  a  country  which 
had  not  fallen  in  pofleflion  of  England,  till  almoft  forty  years  after  the  law  had  been 
palled.  Nundcomar  was  found  guilty,  and  executed.  The  judges  even  refufed  a 
refpite,  till  the  pleafure  of  George  the  third  could  be  known.  Nundcomar,  when 
apprehended,  was  employed  in  exhibiting  an  accufation  againft  Warren  Haftings. 
This  was  confidered  as  his  real  crime.  "  From  that  time,"  fays  Mr.  Burke,  not  a 
"  complaint  has  been. heard  from  the  natives  againft  their  governors.  Ail  the  griev- 
"  ances  of  India  have  found  a  complete  remedy  !" 

Cheit  Sing  was  one  of  the  princes  tributary  to  the  Eaft  India  company.  He  was 
driven  into  rebellion  by  the  infolence  and  rapacity  of  Haftings.  The  treatment  that 
he  received,  muft,  indeed,  have  been  very  dreadful,  for  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf,  the  friend 
of  Haftings,  declared,  in  the  Britifti  houfe  of  commons,  that  he,  as  an  honeft  man, 
could  not  venture  to  defend  it !  The  revolt,  which  ended  in  the  flight  of  Cheit  Sing, 
was  attended  with  the  ufuil  circumftances  of  (laughter  and  devaluation,  be/ides  an 
immenfe  lofsef revenue  to  the  company.  The  mother  and  grandmother  of  Cheit  Sing, 
commonly  ftyledthe  begums  of  Oude,  were  plundered,  by  the  foldiers,  in  themoft 
ftiameful  manner,  and  in  defiance  of  the  terms  by  which  they  had  furrendered 
themfelves,  and  a  fortrefs  which  they  held,  to  the  forces  of  the  company.  There  can 
be  no  queftion  as  to  the  reality  of  this  outrage,  for  it  is  ftated  by  major  Popham, 
the  commander  at  the  fiege,  in  an  official  letter.  Heroes  who  could  put  four  hun- 
dred women  to  the  bayonet,  and  then  ftrip  their  dead  bodies,  were  not  to  be  ftar- 
tled  by  trifles  of  this  kind.  Befides  other  plunder,  there  was  found  in  the  fortrefs, 
the  fum  of  three  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  was  inftantly 
divided  among  the  gallant  troops. 

Cheit  Sing,  during  the  time  of  his  revolt,  publifhed  a  manifefto  addrefled  to  the 
native  princes  of  India.  The  ftyle  of  this  paper  is  divefted  of  that  tawdry  eloquence  fo 
frequent  and  fo  tirefome  in  oriental  compofitions.  In  vindication  of  his  public  conduct 
the  rajah  fays,  "  Look  to  my  diftricts,  look  to  theirs!  Do  not  the  oppofite  pictures 
Ci  which  thevprefent  to  you,  mark  their  limits  more  diftinctly,  than  even  the  boun- 
•'  Caries  which  nature  itfelf  has  drawn  out  ?  My  fields  are  cultivated,  my  villages  are  full 
"  of  inhabitants,  my  country  is  a  garden,  and mv  fubjeils  are  happy  !  My  capital  is. the  re- 
*'  fort  of  the  principal  merchants  of  India,  from  thdfecurity  that  I  have  given  to  pro- 
"  perty.  The  treafures  from  the  Marattas,  the  Jaits,  the  Saikes,  and  the  moft  diftant 
"  nations  of  India,  are  here  depofited.  Here  the  orphans  and  widows  convey  their 
*'  property,  here  they  refide  without  fear  of  rapacity  or  avarice.  The  traveller  from 
"  one  end  of  my  country  to  the  other,  lays  down  his  burden,  and  fleeps  in  fecurity. 
"  Look  to  the  provinces  of  the  company  !  There  famine  and  mifery  ftalk  hand  in 
"  hand  through  uncultivated  fields  and  deferted  villages.  There  you  meet  with  no- 
"  thing  but  aged  men,  who  are  not  able  to  tranfport  themfelves  away,  or  robbers 
"  watching  to  furprife  their  helpleffnefs.  When  any  of  the  fcrvants  of  the  Englifh 
"  have  parted  through  my  country,  every  kindnefs  has  been  fhownto  them,  and  all 
"  their  wants  fupplied  •,  even  their  very  coolies  have  had  their  burdens  taken  off, 
-*'  and  carried  for  them,  and  paffed  on  from  village  to  village^    When  any  of  thefe 
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"  gentlemen  travelled  through  my  country,  my  officers  have  attended  them,  to 
"  know  their  wants,  fupplied  them  with  neceffary  provisions  and  carriage  at  mv  ex- 
"  penfe,  and  performed  all  their  orders,  as  if  they  were  my  own.  Let  any  of  them 
"  be  afked,  if  they  met  with  fuch  treatment  in  the  countries  under  the  company's 
"  management?  Were  they  not  almoft  continually  robbed,  and  in  danger  of  their 
"  lives*?" 

This  account  correfponds  exactly  with  another  exhibited  by  Haftings  himfelf  in  a 
minute  of  council,  quoted  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  fpeech  to  which  we  may  have  fo  often 
referred.  "  The  country  of  Farruckabad,"  fays  this  accomplished  tyrant,  "  is  become 
"  ahnsft  an  entire  wafts,  without  cultivation  or  inhabitants.  The  capital,  which,  but 
"  a  very  fhort  time  ago,  was  diftinguifhed  as  one  of  the  moft  populous  and  opulent 
"  commercial  cities  in  Indoftan,  at  prefent  exhibits  nothing  but  fcenes  of  the  moft 
"  wretched  poverty,  defelaticn,  and  mifery  ;  and  the  nabob  himfelf,  though  in  poiTeffion  of 
'•  a  tract  of  country,  which,  with  only  common  care,  is  notorioufly  capable  of  yield- 
*'  ing  an  annual  revenue  of  three  or  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  (fterling)  with 
"  no  military  ejlablijhment  to  maintain,  fcarcely  commands  the  means  of  bare fubfijl- 
"  ence." 

Mr.  Burke  fubjoins,  that  this  is  a  true  and  unexaggerated  picture,  not  only  of  Far- 
ruckabad, but  of  three-fourths  of  the  dominions  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  After 
f.ich  an  acknowledgement,  by  Haftings  himfelf,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fufpect 
his  accufer,  Mr.  Burke,  of  exaggeration.  Of  the  method  in  which  the  Britifh  reve- 
nues of  India,  are  extracted  from  the  vitals  of  beggary,  we  fhall  give  another  fpe- 
cimen.  On  the  ill  of  September,  1783,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  nabod  of  Arcot,  ad- 
dreffed  a  letter  to  that  prince,  from  which  the  following  partage  has  been  tranflated. 
"  The  outrages  and  violences  now  committed,  are  of  that  aftonifhfng  nature,  as  were 
"  never  known  or  heard  of  during  the  adminiftration  of  the  Circar.  Hyder  Naik,  the 
"  moft  cruel  of  tyrants,  ufed  every  fort  of  opprefiion  in  the  Circar  countries  ;  but 
"  even  his  meafures  were  not  like  thofe  now purfued.  Such  of  the  inhabitants  as  had  ef* 
*■'■  caped  the  fword  and  pillage  of  Hyder  Naik,  by  taking  refuge  in  the  woods,  and 
"  within  the  walls  of  Vellore,  &c.  on  the  arrival  of  lord  Macartney's  amildar  at  Vel- 
"  lore  and  in  confequence  of  his  promife  of  protection  and  fupport,  moft  cheerfully  re- 
"  turnedtothe  villages,  fet  about  the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  and,  with  great  dili- 
"  gence  rebuilt  their  cottages.  But  now  the  amildar  has  imprifoned  the  wives  and  chil- 
"  dren  of  the  inhabitants,  feized  the  few  jewels  that  were  on  the  bodies  of  the  women,  and 
M  then  before  the  faces  of  their  \mfhzn&i,  flogged  them,  in  order  to  make  them  pro- 
"  duce,  other  jewels  and  effects,  which  he  faid,  they  had  buried  under  ground,znd  to  make 
"  the  inhabitants  bring  him  money,  notwithstanding  that  there  was  yet  no  cultivation 
"  in  the  country."  What  follows  is  ftill  more  horrible.  "  Terrified  with  the  lafhes, 
"  fomeof  them  produced  their  jewels  and  wearing  apparel  of  their  women  to  the 
"  amount  of  ten  or  fifteen  pagodas-f-,  which  thev  had  hidden.  "When  others  declared 
"  that  they  had  none,  the  amildar  flogged  their  women  feverely,  tied  cords  around  their 
"  breafts,  tore  the  sucking  children  from  their  teats,  and  exposed  them 
"  to  the  scorching  heat  of  the  sun.  Thefe  children  died,  as  did  the  wife  of 
"  Ramfoamy,  an  inhabitant  of  Bringpoor.  Even  this  could  not  ftir  up  compaffion 
"  in  the  breaftof  the  amildar.  Some  of  the  children  that  were  fomewhat  large,  he 
"  exposed  to  sale.  In  fhort,  the  violences  of  the  amildar  are  fo  aftonifhing,  that 
"  the  people,  on  feeing  their  prefent  fituation,  remember  the  lofs  of  Hyder  with  re- 
's gret.     With  whomfoever  the  amildar  finds  a  fingle  meafure  of  rice,  he  takes  it 

*  Annual  Register  for  1783, p.  28. 

t  In  the  table  of  coins,  at  the  end  of  this  work,  a  pagoda  is  rated  at  eight  shillings  and  nine  pence  sterling,  or  nearfy 
two  dollars. 
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/  from  him,  and  appropriates  it  to  the  expenfes  of  the  Jibinay  that  he  keeps  up. 

revenues  are  collected  from  the  countries  •,    but   from   the  effects  of  the  poor, 

etched  inhabitants.     The   ryotts  (yeomen)   who  intend  to  return  to   their  habi- 

ions,  hearing  of  thofe  violences,  have  fled,  with   their  wives  end  children,  into  ' 

yder's  country.   Every  day  is  ufheredin,  and  clofed,  with  thefe  violences  anddif- 

jrbances."  This  letter  has   been  printed  at  full  length,   by  Mr.  Burke,  in  an  ap- 

ix  to  his  fpeech  concerning  the  creditors   of  the  nabob  of  Arcot.  He  adds,  in  a 

,  that  practices  of  this  kind  have  been  common    in   almoft  every  part  of  the  mi- 

.ble  countries  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,   for  near  twenty  years  paft.      He  like- 

e  obferves,  that  whether  the  particulars  {rated  in  the  above  letter,  were  true  or 
j,~.fe,  neither  the  court  of  directors,  nor  their  miniftry  have  thought  proper  to  enquire-'^. 

Thefecond  fpeech,  printed  by  Mr.  Burke,  refpecting  the  Eaft  India  company,  was 
delivered  in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1785.  The  occa- 
fion  of  it  was,  in  fubftance,  as  follows. 

The  nabob  of  Arcot  is  the  moft  confiderable  prince  in  the  fouthern  part  of  India. 
For  his  elevation  to  fupreme  authority  he  has  been  indebted  to  the  arsis  and  influence 
of  the  Eaft  India  company.  He  became  ambitious  to  difturb  the  peace  of  other  Indian 
princes;  and  was  felicitous  to  engage  in  this  ftrvice  the  Britifh  forces.  But  though  the 
government  of  the  company  in  Indoftan  has  been  a  fcene  of  almcft  incefTant  hofti- 
]ity  with  the  native  princes,  yet,  thefe  wars  have  feldom  been  approved  by  the  com- 
pany itfelf,  to  whofe  revenue,  as  fovereigr.s,  and  to  whefe  commerce,  as  merchants, 
they  are  equally  deftructive.  Thefe  quarrels  are  {ometirr.es  fupported  net  by  orders 
from  the  company,  but  by  the  ambition  of  its  r.gents,  and  in  fpiteof  its  order:.  Hence,  to 
advance  the  fchemes  cf  the  nabob,  that  prince  found  it  rtquilite  to  enter  into  cla.ndcf- 
tine  and  difhonoia'ble  connexions  with  thefe  agents.  It  was  commonly  beiieved,  that 
he  had  beftowed  on  this  clafs  of  men  very  Urge  rums  01  money;  and  that  for  the 
moft  exceptionable  purpofes.  A  detail  of  his  petty  campaigns  is  beyond  the  plan  of  this 
ftetchj.  It  is  fuffkient  to  remaik,  that  the  troops  of  the  company  were  frequently 
employed  in  his  fervice,  in  defiance  of  the  futbvrity  cf  the  company Ttfclf.  In  the  year  1  784, 
the  company  were  in  the  grcatcft  diftreis  for  want  of  money.  At  the  fame  time,  they 
were  indebted  to  their  agents,  to  the  extent  often  millions  fterling.  Againft  the  na- 
bob of  Arcot,  thefe  agents  alfo  claimed  a  debt,  to  the  ex!war»ant  amount  of  four 
millions  four  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  The  annual  mtereft  of 
this  debt,  was  fix  hundred  and  twenty  three  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  cf  this  furr,  three 
hundred  and  eighty-three  thcufar.d  pounds  ftocd  chargeable  onfthe  public  revenues 
cf  the  Carnatic.  Thus,  the  fervants  of  the  company  had  quartered  their  own  debts 
inequality  with  thofe  of  tkeirVnastllPSi  upon  the  revenues  of  the  country  of  the  nabob. 
This  was  thefirfi  ftate  of  the  debt.   It  afterwards  put  on  various  fhapes. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  confidence  of  the  company  had  been  grofsly  betrayed  5  fince 
their  agents  were  in  the  utmoft  opulence,  while  they  were,  tharrfelves,  en  the  point 
of  infolvency.  The  debts  of  the  nabob  gave  particular  offer,  ce  •,  for  it  was  ftrcngly 
fufpected,  that  they  were  wholly  ficlitisus  \  and  that  this  prince  had  upon  certain  emer- 
gencies, obtained  the  fervice  of  his  Britifh  agents,  by  fometimes  granting,  inftead  of 
money,  afuccefiion  of  bonds,  at  exorbitant  intereft. 

An  act  of  parliament,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Pitt,  was  pafud,  wherein  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  Eaft  India  company  were  ordered  to  make  enquiry  into  the  origin 

t  The  translation  of  this  letter  was  sent,  by  the  nabob  himself,  to  the  court  cf  directors.  He  acids,  •'  I  have  thousands 
more  of  the  sameiind." 

I  In  an  advertisement  prefixed  to  his  speech,  Mr.  Burke  says,  that  the  kingdom  of  Tar.jore  had,  in  the  space  cf  a  few 
years,  betnfeur  times  phmdeied,  twice  by  this  nabob  himself,  and  twice  by  pther  enemies,  cl  whole  invasion,  he  v.  as  the 
sole  cause. 
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and  iuftice  of  thefe  demands  upon  thq  nabob.  They  computed  the  debt,  with  com- 
pound intereft,  at  two  millions  nine  hundred  and  forty- five  thoufand  fix  hundred 
pounds  fterling.  The  lafthead  of  the  account  was  two  millions  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  In  their  report,  they  ftate,  that  al- 
"  though  they  had  repeatedly  written  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  to  their  fervanis, 
"  refpedting  the  debt,  they  had  never  been  able  to  trace  the  origin  thereof,  or  to  obtain  any 
" fatisfaSlory  information  on  the  fubjeff." 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Pitt  had  carried  a  bill  through  parliament  for  inftituting  a 
board  of  controul,  who  were  to  make  afpecific  enquiry,  on  this  fubject.  This  board,  at 
once  without  any  inveftig  ttion  whatever,  admitted  and  eftablifhed  the  juftice  of  the 
whole  of  the  debts-]-,  and  directed  their  payment,  fome  at  an  intereft  of  fix,  others  often, 
and  others  of  twelve  per  cent,  till  the  difcharge  of  the  total  amount.  This  decifion  was 
in  direct  oppofition  to  the  apparent  injunctions  of  the  very  act  of  parliament  that  had 
been  juft  framed  by  the  minifter  himfelf. 

Nothing  could  be  more  contradictory  to  the  fentiments  of  the  Eaft  India  company 
than  fuch  an  order.  They  were  in  the  utmoft  hazard  of  bankruptcy  ;  and  in  this  fi- 
tuation,  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  on  whofe  revenues  they  depended  for  a  great  part  of  their 
own,  was  harnafTl-d  by  Mr.  Pitt's  board  of  controul,  in  a  debt  of  three  millions  fter- 
ling.* Had  the  money  been  actually  advanced  by  their  agents,  practices  of  this  kind 
were  conftantly  forbidden  ;  fo  that  the  debt  was,  in  its  very  conftitution,  illegal,  and 
the  bonds  themfelves  were  confequently  void.  But  the  whole  fums  were  fufpected  to 
be  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing  elfe  than  an  accumulation  of  exorbitant  intereft  upon 
bonds  granted  for  money  that  never  had  been  advanced  ;  upon  bonds  granted  for  the 
loan  of  the  company's  troops,  in  oppofition  to  the  company's  orders.  This  feems  to  be 
an  accurate  ftatement  of  the  principal  circumftances  of  this  queftion. 

A  motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the  whole  bufinefs  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons by  Mr.  Fox.  In  the  debate  of  that  day,  Mr.  Burke  delivered  the  fpeech,  from 
which  the  fubfequent  details  have  been  abridged;  and  it  was  foon  after  publifhed  by 
himfelf,  with  a  large  appendix  of  documents,  to  demonftrate  the  accuracy  of  its  af- 
fertions. 

In  January  1767,  the  territorial  revenues,  pofTefled  by  the  Britifh  creditors  of  the 
nabob  of  Arcot,  without  the  confent  or  knowledge  of  their  mafters,  the  Eaft  India 
company,  extended  to  three  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum. 
Three  members  of  the  board  of  prefidency,  at  Madras,  obtained  the  afilgnment.  So 
faithfully  were  the  company  ferved  !  This  tranfa<5tion  was  not  mentioned  in  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  the  board  with  the  directors  for  about  two  years,  until  it  was  found  out 
by  the  report  of  the  country.  On  its  difcovery,  the  directors  complained  in  the  bit- 
tereft  terms.  They  affirmed,  that  "the  late  governor  and  council  of  Madras  had,  in 
"  notorious  violation  of  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  manifcMy  preferred  the  intereft  of  private 
"  individuals  to  that  of  the  company,  in  permitting  the  aflignment  of  the  revenues  of  cer- 
'.'  tain  valuable  diftricts,  to  a  very  large  amount,  from  the  nabob  to  individuals."  In 
another  pafi*age  of  the  fame  letter,  they  add,  that  "the  fervants  of  the  company 
"  had  moft  unfaithfully  betrayed  their  truft,  abandoned  the  company's  intereft,    and 

t  This  assertion  does  not  rest  on  the  single  authority  of  two  Annual  Registers  have,    therefore,    been  often  and 

Mr.  Burke.     The  official  order  ro  this  etfsA,  is  dated  15th  carefully  examined  to  check  or  corroborate  his  affirmations ; 

of  Oauber,  1784,  andformsNo.  9.  of  the  appendix  to  his  as  truth,  and  not  random    accusation,  forms  the  objea  of 

speech.  It  is  of  considerable  length,    and  a  aunous  produc-  our  enquiry. 

,10"'  The  sum  of  three  millions  is  stated  as  about  the  extent  of 

1  here  has  been  some  difficulty  and  even  perplexity  in  these  debts,  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  to  the  servants   of  the 

wading  through  the  materials  consulted  under  this  article  of  company,  in  a  letter  from  the  board  of  controul,   dated  3d 

our  work.   Mr.  Burke  isextrenuly  difl'use,   and  not  always  November,  1784,  in  answer  to  a  remonstrance  from  the 

accurate  in  his  arrangement  or  representation  of  fatfs.  The  court  of  directors.  Vide  appendix,  No  9. 

Voi,.  II.  a  E 
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"  pre/lit uted  its  influence,  to  accomplifh  the  purpofes  of  individuals,  -xhilft  the  inter- 
"  eft  of  the  company  is  almoft  wholly  neglecled,  and  payment  to  us  rendered  extremely 
"precarious."  The  private  creditors  immediately  qualified  a  vaft  number  of  votes, 
and  became  matters  of  the  court  of  proprietors.  This  poor,  bafHed  government,  was 
obliged  to  lower  its  tone,  and  became  glad  to  be  admitted  into  partnership  with  its 
tfivn  servants  !  The  court  of  directors  very  foon  loft  its  authority  iri  the  Carnatic, 
and  every  where  elfej  and  the  funds  for  payment  of  the  debt  were,  for  that  time,  ef- 
tablifhed. 

An  account  is  given  of  the  way  in  which  part  of  thefe  debts  were  contracted,  in  a 
letter  from  Madras  ;  of  which  Mr.  Burke  read,  in  parliament,  the  following  paf- 
fage.  "  The  nabob,"  fays  the  writer,  "  is  generally  in  arrears  to  the  company.  Here 
"  the  governor,  being  cafh  keeper,  is  generally  on  good  terms  with  the  banker,  who 
"  manages  matters  thus.  The  governor  preffes  the  nabob  for  the  balance  due  from 
"  him.  The  nabob  flies  to  his  banker  for  relief.  The  banker  engages  to  pay  the  mo- 
°  ney,  and  grants  his  notes  accordingly,  which  he  puts  into  the  cafh  beck  as  ready  mo- 
"  ney.  The  nabob  pays  him  an  intereft  for  it,  at  two  or  three  per  cent  per  month,  till 
"  the  tunkaws  (afiignments)  he  grants  en  the  particular  diftri&s  for  it,  are  paid.  Mat- 
"  ters,  in  the  mean  time,  are  fo  managed,  that  there  is  no  call  for  this  money  for  the 
"  company's  fervice,  till  the  tunkaws  become  due.  By  this  means,  not  a  cafh  is  ad- 
'•  vanced  by  the  banker,  though  he  receives  d  heavy  intereft  from  the  nabob,  which 
"  is  divided  as  lawful fpoil." 

The  creditors  in  this  claim  for  three  millions  fteriirg,  were  themftlves  completely 
afhamed  of  it.  At  the  time  when  Mr.  Henry  Dundas,  and  his  partners  in  the  board 
of  controul,  directed  the  payment  to  be  made,  no  lift  of  the  names  of  thefe  gentle- 
men had  ever  been  laid  before  the  court  of  directors  ;  fo  that  they  were  commanded 
to  pay  this  fum  to  perfens,  of  v»  hofe  very  names  they  had  no  regular  infermation.  The 
parties  were  perfectly  known  to  be  in  accllufive  fhuffle  with  the  nabob  and  with  each 
other.  When  lifts  of  their  names  were  handed  about  for  any  particular  purpofes  of 
their  own,  no  two  lifts  were  exactly  the  {ame.  In  the  year  17  Uj,  thefe  very  creditors 
had,  ofthemfelves,  propofed  to  ftrike  off"  twenty- five  per  cent,  horn  a  great  part  of 
the  capital  of  this  debt  ;  and  prayed  to  have  a  prcvifion  made  for  the  payment  ot  this 
reduced  principal  "without  any  intereft  at  all !  This  was  an  arrangement  cf  their  own  ; 
an  arrangement  made  by  thofe  who  beft  knew  the  true  -cenftitution  of  their  own  debt ; 
who  knew  how  little  favour  it  merited,  and  how  little  hopes  they  had  to  find  any  per- 
fons  in  authority,  who  would  venture  to  fupport  it  as  it  ftood.  Their  fears  were  ex- 
tremely well  founded  -,  for  it  is  plain  that  Mr.  Fox,  in  his  Eaft  India  bill,  had  deiign- 
ed  to  ftrike  off,  at  once,  the  whole,  both  of  this  reduced  principal,  and  of  the  other 
principal  fum?,  with  intereft,  as,  in  every  point  of  view,  2.  moft  fcandalous  and  op- 
preflive  impofition. 

To  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Dundas,  the  bufinefs  appeared  in  an  eppofite  light.  They 
replaced  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  which  the  creditors  had  attempted  to  lighten 
themfe'ves.  Inftead  of  cutting  off  the  intereft,  as  the  fame  parties  had  likewife  p;opof- 
ed,  the  .new  minifters  added  the  whole  growth  of  four  years  ufury,  at  twelve  per  cent. 
to  the  firft  overgrown  principal  ;  and  again  grafted  on  this  improved  ftcck,  a  per- 
petual annuity  cf  fix  percent,  to  take  place  from  the  year  17.81:  Some  others  cf  the 
principal  funis,  contained  in  this  debt,  were,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  to  bear 
an  intertft  cf  ten,  and  fome  an  interdft  of  twelve  per  cent.  As  the  debt  itfelf 
was  liable  to  infjrmountable  objections,  fo  ihe  creditors  ccu'd  plead  no- 
thing in  behalf  of  their  own  perfonal  merit.  In  confequence  of  their  connexions 
with  the  nabob,  they,  for  feme  time,  extinguifhed  the  company  as  a  fove- 
reign  power  in  that  part  of  India.  They  xvithdrew  the  company's  garrif  ns  out 
of  the  forts  and  ftrong    holds  of   the  Carnatic.     They    declined,    as  reprefenta- 
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fives  of  the  company,  to  receive  the  ambafladors  from  foreign  courts,  and  re- 
mitted them  to  the  nabob.  They  attacked,  and  totally  deftroyed  the  oldeft  ally  of  the 
company,  the  raja  of  Tanjore-,  and  plundered  his  country  to  the  extent  of  more 
than  four  millions  flerling.  They  employed  Englifh  forces,  in  the  name  of  the  nabob, 
to  reduce,  under  his  fubjection,  the  princes  and  independent  nobility  of  a  vafl  coun- 
try. In  proportion  to  thefe  acls  cf  violence  and  perfidy,  which  ruined  immenfemuj- 
titudes  of  people,  the  fund  of  the  nabob's  debt  grew  and  flourifhed.  Some  of  the  prin* 
cipal  of  thefe  accufarions  are  diftinctly  referred  to  in  the  ccrrefpondence  cf  the  di- 
rcrtors  of  the  Earft  India  company,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Burke  •,  fo  that  they  cannot  be 
fa  id  to  reft  on  his  veracity;  Among  other  hopeful  projects,  this  cabal  had  refolv- 
ed  to  extirpate  the  memorable  Hyder  Nark.  But  their;  victim  was  not  of  the  paOive 
kind.  In  July,  1780,  he  broke  into  the  Carnatic,  at  the  head  of  an  immenfc  army. 
During  eighteen  months,  the  whole  country  fufTered  the  moil  dreadful  ravages.  Fa- 
mine augmented  the  general  mafs  of  mifery.  For  months  together,  the  natives,  pa- 
tient, filent,  refilled,  without  fedition  or  difturbance,  and'almoft  without  complaint, 
perifhed  by  an  hundred  a  day  in  the  Itreets  of  Madras.  Every  day,  feventy,  at  leaft, 
laid  their  bodies  in  the  itreets,  or  on  the  glacis  of  Tanjore,  and  expired  of  famine, 
in  the  granary  of  India.  So  completely  was  the  Carnatic  wafted,  that  when  the  Bri- 
tiln  armies,  not  long  after,  traverfed  it  in  all  directions,  for  hundreds  of  miles,  they  did 
not,  as  Mr.  Burke  affirms,  fee  one  man,  woman,  or  child.  A  committee  of  afligned 
revenue,  in  a  letter*to  lord  Macartney,  fay,  that  in  feveral  of  the  provinces,  fcarce  a 
ve/fige  remained,  either  of  population  or  agriculture* . 

The  country,  thus  laid  wafte,  has  few  running  ftreams,  and  rain  only  at  particular 
feafons.  But  its  product  of  rice  requires  the  ufe  cf  water  fubject  to  perpetual  com- 
mand. Immenfe  numbers  of  refervoirs  have,  therefore,  anciently  been  made  all  over 
the  country  to  preferve  it.  But  they  had,  before  theinvafion  of  Hyder,  fallen  into  a 
miferable  ftate  of  decay.  His  revenge  completed  their  deftrucfion  %  and  a  long  time 
would  be  neceflary  to  repair  the  lofs.  Inftead  of  any  meafures  for  this  effect,  the  Car- 
riage was  burdened  with  the  difcharge  of  this  debt.  Between  the  extent  of  principal 
and  intereft,  it  was  computed  that  the  payment  would  require  an  annual  fum  of five 
hundred and  ninety-eight thoiifand pounds  fterling,  for  eleven  years  f.  After  fuch  a  hiftory,  as 
has  been  given  of  the  debt  itfe'f,  of  the  individual  merit  of  the  creditors,  and  of  the 
dreadful  fituation  of  the  country,  from  which  it  was  to  be  extorted,  the  reader  may 
form  an  adequate  noiron  of  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr  Dundas, 
to  whom  this  protection  of  ufury  muft  be  afcribed. 

The  country  of  Tanjore  was  in  a  condition  equally  wretched  with  the  Carna'ic. 
It  was  indebted  to  the  Eaft  India  company,  in  a  very  large  fum,  formed  by  an  endlefs 
variety  of  extortions  •,  and  this  debt,  as  Mr.  Burke  relates,  was  generating  an  ufury  of 
forty  eight  per  cent,    per  annum,  payable  monthly,  with  compound  intereft. 

It  may  be  an  object  of  furprife,  what  motive  could  induce  the  Britifti  minifters  to 
fupport  fuch  a  claim  as  that  on  the  nabob  of  Arcot.  Mr.  Burke  has  atiianed  a  fatif- 
factory  reafor..  The  chief  of  the  creditors  was  Paul  Benfidd.  In  the  parliament  be- 
fore that  which  Mr.  Burke  was  r.ddrefting,  this  man  made,  befides  himfelf,  /even  mem- 
bers. In  the  fubfequent  election  for  parliament,  in  fpring  1784,  Ben-field  employed  his 
moft  vigorous  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  miniftry  ;  perhaps  to  the  extent  of  ten  or 
twelve  members.  His  agent,  Mr.  Atkinfbn,  had  fubmitted  to  keep  a  fort  of  public  of- 
fice or  counting  houfe,  in  London,  where  he  conducted,  for  the  minifteria!  party,  the 
general  bufinefs  of  the  election  for  1784.  It  will  be  readily  imagined,  that  fuch  efTen- 
tial  fervices  to  the   miniftry,  en  the  part  of  Bcnfield,  were  not  to  pafs  without  fome 

*   Appendix  to  Mr.  Ij'.ir!.e's  speech,  No.  4. 

t  '1  he  annu:.l  sum  is  specified  m  Engl;  Ji  r.-.orey,  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  tire  length  ef  )  e  irs,  i>\  the  board  of  con  trout, 
Appendix,  Mo.  9. 
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reward  of  equal  value.  The  particulars  of  this  reward  Mr.  Burke  has  frankly  fpecified 
to  the  houfe  of  commons.  In  the  debts  againft  the  nabob,  Benfield  had  a  fhare,  which 
the  board  of  controul  fixed  at  five  hundred  and  ninety-two  thoufand  pounds, 
with  an  annual  intereft  of  thirty-five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  But  this 
was  not  alf.  The  advance  yearly  to  thefe  creditors  of  the  nabob,  was  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  regular  payment  of  which  fum,  he*was  to  find  fe- 
curity.  Mr.  Burke  affirms,  as  a  fad  notorioufly  known,  that  Benfield  himfelf  was  to 
be  that  fecurity  for  the  nabob,  at  the  common  Indian  premium  of  twenty-four  per 
cent.  ;  which,  upon  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  rifes  to  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  thoufand  two  hundred founds  per  annum.  This  fum,  added  to  the  former  in- 
tereft of  his  own  debt,  make,  together,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  f even  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds  jlerling  per  annum,  which  Benfield  was  to  fecure  to  himfelf  on  account 
of  his  fervioes  to  government.  No  farther  explanation  is  requifite  as  to  the  motives 
either  of  Mr.  Benfield,  or  the  Britifh  minifters.  In  confequence  of  this  coalition  of 
interefts,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  for  an  enquiry  into  thefe  debts,  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  one  hundied  and  fixty-four  againft  fixty-nine.  We  fhali  clofe  this  part 
of  thefubject,  by  adverting  to  a  fingle  circumftance,  that  requires  no  comment.  Mr. 
Burke, -when  defcribing  to  parliament  the  diftrefTes  of  the  mother  and  grandmother 
of  Cheit  Sing,  was  twice  interrupted  by  the  laughter  of  a  part  of  his  audience*. 

We  have  beftowed  more  than  common  attention  to  extract  this  detail  from  the 
mafs  of  all  forts  of  rubbifh,  in  which  Mr.  Burke  has  buried  itf.  A  fcene  of  iniquity- 
has  thus  been  held  up  to  view,  which  few  Americans  are  capable  of  conceiving. 
There  can  be  no  wonder  that  the  dominions  of  the  Britifh  E<tft  India  company 
are  finking  into  the  loweft  extremity  of  wretchednefs.  Mr.  Burke  is  of  opinion,  that 
from  the  year  1760  to  1780,  near  twenty  millions  fierling  had  been  transmitted  from 
the  Carnatic  to  Europe,  by  Englifh  adventurers.  Six  hundred  thoufand  pounds  an- 
nually, were,  upon  an  average,  drawn  off  by  the  way  of  China.  Thefe  detached 
particulars  cafl  fome  light  on  the  nature  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  Britifh  Eaft  In- 
dia company. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  workj,  it  has  been  fhted,  on  the  authority  of  an  admira- 
ble writer,  that  five  millions  of  the  fubjects  of  the  company  were  deftroyed  or  ex- 
pelled from  Bengal  in  the  courfe  of  fix  years.  Of  thefe,  two  millions  died  of  hunger 
in  confequence  of  a  monopoly  of  rice.  If  to  this  account  are  fubjoined  the  twenty  millions 
extirpated  or  driven  out  of  the  country  in  a  fubfequent  period  of  twelve  years§,  the 
total  number  of  the  victims  of  exile  or  extermination,  rifes,  in  the  fpace  of  only 
eighteen  years,  to  twenty-five  millions. 

This  eftimate  of  deftruction  will  be  found  extremely  moderate,  when  we  contem- 
plate the  prodigious  extent  of  country,    over  which   the  ambition  of  the  Eaft  India 

*  To  prevent  our  being  misundersood,  it  seems  proper  uncommon  6tyle.    Here  is  one  specimen  of  what  kind  of 
totemark,  that  Mr.   Burke,  and  after  him  the  authors  of  eloquence  has  been  often  displayed  to  a  British  parliament, 
the  New  Annual  Register,  had,  in  casting  up  the  two  sums  "  Let   no    man  hereafter  talk  of  the  decaying  energ'es  of 
ef  Mr.    BenSeld's  annual  revenue,    committed  an  error  of  "   nature.     All  the  afls   and  monuments  in  the  records  of 
twhe  hundred  pounds,  which  is  here  correfted.    There  seems  "  peculation:  the  consolidated  corruptiou  of  ages  ;  the  pat- 
a  second  disagreement  in  another  part  of  the  figures,  to  the  "  terns  of  exemplary   plunder  in  the  heroic   times  of  Re- 
amount  of  *mt  thousund  eight  hundred  pounds    Mr.  Burke  "   man  iniquity,  never  equalled  the  gigantic  corruption  of 
says,  that  the  burden  upon  the  nabob,  was  five  hundred  "  this  single  act  !  Never  did  Nero,  in  all  the  insolent  pro- 
txA  ninety -eight  thousand  pounds  per  annum.     But  the  bare  "  digality  of  despotism,  deal  out  to  his  pretorian  guards, 
sum,  and  the  premium  proposed  for  Benfield,  make  toge-  "  a  donation  fit  to  be  named  with  the  largess   showered 
ther,  only  five  hundred  and   ninety /;'«  t  bout  and  two  lun-  "  dawn,  by  the  bounty  of  our  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
dredpounds.  Trilling  mistakes  of  this  kind,  cost  much  time  "  on  the  faithful  band  of  his  Indian  seapoys." 
to  a  compiler,  who  examines  his  authorities,  before  he  vert-  1  Vol.  I.  p.  258. 
tures  to  transcribe  them.  J  Vol.  II.  p.  93. 

f  This  gentleman  has,  in  some  passages,  assumed  an 
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company  hath  inflicted  its  ravages.  In  1785,  they  governed  two  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  fquare  miles  of  territory  j  a  fpace  equal  to  twice  the  area  of  the  whole  re- 
public of  France,  which  is  known  to  comprehend  twenty -feven  millions  of  people.  The 
writers  on  this  fubject  frequently  remark,  that  large  provinces  of  Indoftan,  were/cr- 
tnerly  cultivated  like  a  garden.  The  Hindoos  themfelves  are,  perhaps,  the  moft  abfte- 
mious  of  mankind.  Their  fubfiftence  requires  but  a  trifling  quantity  of  food,  com- 
pared with  that  of  any  race  of  people  in  Europe,  From  the  pacific  temper  of  the  na- 
tives, they  had,  for  the  moft  part,  but  few  wars.  Agriculture  and  manufactures  had 
arrived  at  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  From  thefe  important  ar.d  combined  caufes, 
the  population  of  India  muft  have  been  prodigious.  But,  if  we  fuppofe  that  it  was 
only  in  proportion  to  that  of  France,  and  the  fuppofition  is  perfectly  reafonable,  the 
dominions  of  the  Eaft  India  company  mull,  before  the  commencement  of  their  ccn- 
quefts,  have  contained  fifty  four  millions  of  inhabitants;  and,  from  various  circumftances 
that  have  been  ftated,  this  computation  is  certainly  not  overcharged.  For  the  fake  of 
dlftinctnefs,  we  fliall  proceed  by  the  help  of  cyphers. 


Population  previous  to  the  year  1758,  -  54,000,000 

Lord  Cornwallis,  in  1789,  ftates,  that  one  third  part  of 
this  country,  was,  at  that  time,  a  jungle  inhabited  by 
wild  beafts.  For  this  jungle,  deduct  one-  third  of  the 
ancient  population,  -  1 8,000,000 

Suppofe  that  the  remaining  two-third  parts  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces have  loft  only  one-half  of  the  number  of  the  in- 
habitants whom  they  contained,  before  their  fubjection 
to  theBritifh  Eaft  Indiacompany  ;  this  one  half  gives,   18,000,000 

Deduct  this  from  the  original  population,  -  36,000,000 


Prefent  number  of  inhabitants,  -  18,000,000 


Thus,  in  thirty-fix  years,  that  is,  from  1758,  to  1793,  inclufive,  there  has  been 
an  uniform  wafte  of  people,  under  thefe  mercantile  fovereigns,  at  the  rate  of  one  mil- 
lion per  annum  ;  in  whole,  thirty-six  millions.  The  premifes,  on  which  this  calcu- 
lation has  been  founded,  are  explicitly  placed  before  the  reader.  As  to  their  juftice, 
he  is  competent  to  decide  for  himfelf. 

A  folicitude  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  exaggeration  has  prevented  us  from  fwel- 
ling,  by  various  fubftantial  articles,  this  account  of  blood.  Of  the  Britifh  themfelves, 
and  of  their  rivals,  the  French,  an  hundred  thoufand  may  probably  have  penfhed  in  the 
courfe  of  fo  protracted  a  conteft.  Of  the  armies  brought  into  the  field  by  the  Ma- 
rattas,  by  Hyder  Ali,  and  by  Tipoo  Saib,  very  great  numbers  have  been  deftroyed*  ; 
and  as  the  country  both  of  the  Marattas,  and  of  Myfore,   fupported  their  indepen- 

*  Under  this  head,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  British  exaftly  the  same.  On  the  21st  of  March  1791,  they  exhibited 

forces  in  the  East  Indies,  very   frequently  give  no  quarter.  a  scene  of  this  kind  at  Bangalore;  on  which  the  writer  of 

At  Onore,  for  example,  by  one  account,  all  ages,  sexes,  the  New  Annual  Register  has  made  seme  just  observations, 

and  orders,   were  butchered.  Ann.  Reg,  1783,  p.  88.    The  "  Such  is  war,  in  its  very  nature  and  spirit,  that  it  necessa- 

garrison  of  this  fortress  consisted  of  a  rabble  of  Indian  mili-  "  rily  destroys  the  moral  feelings — By  what  authority  do 

tia,  who  had   never  seen  an  enemy  in  their  country,  and  "  men  embark  from  a  distant  shore  for  the  express  purpose 

whom,  a  sold  ier,   capable  of  generous  sentiments,  would  "  of  embruing  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  offenceUss 

have  blushed  to  number  among  his  antagonists.  In  the  My-  "  fellow  creatures  '."  N.  A.  Reg.  1792,  p.  S7. 
sore  war  of  1790,  the  conduit  of  the  company's  troops,  was 
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dence,  the  daughter  of  their  forces  does  not  come  within  the  limits  of  the  preced- 
ing computation.  By  the  war  of  1790,  the  kingdom  of  Myfore  has,  at  laft,  been  re- 
duced  to  one-half  of  its  extent,  and  hence,  in  any  future  eftimate  of  this  kind,  that  part 
of  the  country,  which  fell  to  the  fhare  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  muft  be  added 
to  the  above  two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  fquare  miles. 

The  judgment  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  when  fpeakingon  this  fubject,  fee ms  well 
founded,  that  "  fuch  exclusive  companies  are  nuifances  in  every  refpect  ;  always  more 
"  or  lefs  inconvenient  to  the  countries  in  which  they  are  eftabliftied,  and  deftructive 
"  to  thofe  which  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  under  their  government." 

History]  The  firft  invader  of  India,  whofe  hiftory  is  accurately  known,  was 
Alexander  of  Macedon.  At  the  place  where  the  forlrefs  of  Rotas  now  ftands,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Behat,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  executed  bis  ftratagem  for  crofling  the  ri- 
ver while  the  oppofite  more  was  poiTeffed  by  Porus.  Zingis  Khan  alfo  directed  his 
forces  there,  in  the  year  122 1,  and  compelled  the' emperor  to  forfike  his  capital. 
The  feat  of  government  was  often  changed,  by  neceflity,  or  by  choice,  as  from  Gaz- 
na  to  Delhi,  to  Lahore,  to  Agra,  and  to  Canage.  This  laft  place  was,  in  the  reign 
of  Porus,  and  long  after,  the  capital  of  Indoftan.  It  is  now  a  town  of  no  great  popula- 
tion, though  the  ruins  areextenfive. 

Valid,  the  fixth  of  the  caliphs,  named  Ommiades,  who  afcended  the  throne  in  the 
year  708,  made  conquefts  in  India.  Mahmoud,  prince  of  Gazna,  the  capital  of  a 
province  feparated  by  mountains  from  the  northweft  parts  of  India,  carried  the  koran 
with  the  fword  into  Indoftan,  about  the  year  1000.  He  treated  the  Indians  with  all 
the  rigour  of  a  conqueror  ;  plundering  immenfe  treasures,  demolifhing  temples,  and 
murdering  defencelefs  people.  His  fucceflbrs,  thedynafty  of  the  Gazanavides,  fup- 
ported  themfelves  in  a  great  part  of  the  country  which  Mahmoud  had  conquered, 
until  about  the  year  1 150,  when  their  laft  prince  was  depofed  by  KufTain  Gauri.  This 
adventurer  founded  the  dynafty  of  the  Gaurides.  The  fourth  of  the  Gauride  empe- 
rors conquered  the  kingdoms  of  Moultan  and  Delhi,  and  drew  from  thence  prodi- 
gious treifures.  The  race  of  Gaurides  ended  in  the  year  1212,  in  the  perfon  of 
Mahmoud,  who  was  murdered.  Several  revolutions  followed  till  the  time  of  Tamer- 
Jane,  whofe  troops  entered  Indoftan,  from  the  centre  of  the  Indian  Caucafus,  in  the 
year^S.  This  barbarian  met  with  no  refiftance  fufficient,  even  by  the  military 
maxims  of  the  Tartars,  tojuftify  the  cruelties  with  which  he  marked  his  way.  After 
an  immenfe  (laughter,  he  became  fovereign  of  an  empire,  which  extended  from 
Smyrna  to  the  banks  of  the  Ganges. 

His  fucceflbrs  reigned  over  Indoftan,  till  the  invafion  of  Nadir  Shaw  in  1739,  a 
ipaceof  about  three  hundred  and  forty  years.  They  were  magnificent  but  defpotic 
princes,  and  committed  their  provinces  to  rapacious  governors,  or  to  their  own  fons  ; 
a  practice  by  which  their  empire  was  fometimes  convulfed  to  its  foundation.  Ben- 
gal, Guzerat,  and  fome  other  provinces,  were,  by  turns,  independent.  In  the  year 
165,8,  Aurengzebe,  the  youngeft  of  the  four  fons  of  the  reigning  emperor,  defeated 
his  brothers,  imprifoned  his  father,  and  afcended  the  throne  of  Indoftan.  He  extend- 
ed his  dominion  over  the  peninfiila  within  the  Ganges.  He  lived  (o  late  as  to  the  year 
1707,  and  it  is  faid  that  fome  of  his  great  officers  of  ftate  were  alive  in  1750.  Au- 
rengzebe was  a  perfon  of  fuperior  abilities.  He  furmounted  prodigious  difficulties  •,  but 
he  was  unfortunately  feized  with  an  abfurd  paffion  for  conqueft.  His  dominions  were 
already  of  an  unwieldy  and  dangerous  extent,  and  he  endeavoured  to  enlarge  them 
by  attacking  fome  of  thofe  warlike  and  independent  nations,  which  inhabit  the 
mountainous  regions  of  India.  The  obvious  confequences  enfued.  His  -»wars  were 
protracted  to  an  immeafurable  length.  His  empire  was  exhaufted  and  enfeebled  by 
their  expenfe.  His  conquefts  were  not  actually  worth  one-tenth  or  even  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  fums-,  which  they  coft  him  ;  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  his  en> 


INDIA  within  the  Ganges.  hi 

pire,  by  its  bloated  magnitude,  engendered,  within  itfelf,  the  feeds  of  diflblution. 
The  hiftory  of  the  iirft  ten  years  of  his  reign,  has  been  by  colonel  Dow  ;  who  has 
left  us  a  narrative  fo  elegant,  interefting.  and  pathetic,  that  it  can  lofe  nothing  by  a 
comparifon  with  the  moft  admired  hiftorical  compositions  of  any  age  or  nation.  Mr. 
Orme  has  alfo  publifhed  hiftorical  fragments,  which  throw  light  on  feveral  of  the  lat- 
ter tranfactions  of  the  reign  of  this  monarch.  Some  years  ago,  there  was  printed  at 
London,  a  tranflation,  by  captain  Scott,  of  Memoirs  of  Eradhut  Khan  ;  an  oriental 
hiftory,  which  records  the  laft  fcenes  of  the  life  of  Aurengzebe.  Two  letters,  which 
he  wrote  juft  before  his  death,  are  inferted.  One  of  them  is  addrefTed  to  his  favour- 
ite fon.  Both  prefent,  to  the  mafters  of  mankind,  a  humiliating  leffon  with  regard 
to  the  infignificance  of  worldly  grandeur.  The  ftyle  of  the  venerable  emperor, 
who  was,  by  this  time,  eighty  nine  years  of  age,  is  fimple,  nervous,  and  pathe- 
tic ;  and  the  peculiar  fituation,  and  extraordinary  character  of  the  writer,  command 
from  an  intelligent  reader,  more  attention,  than  whole  volumes  of  common  place  mo- 
rality. The  memoirs  of  Eradhut  Khan  are  continued  through  the  reigns  of  feveral 
of  the  wretched  fucceffors  of  Aurengzebe.  The  work  itfelf  is  almoft  every  where 
diftinguifhed  by  an  interefting,  and  unaffected  vein  of  compofition,  more  pleafing  to 
the  lovers  of  ftate  and  of  nature,  than  the  artificial  and  elaborate  beauties  of  Salluft,  or 
of  Tacitus. 

In  1713,  fourofthe  grandfons  of  Aurengzebe  difputed  for  the  empire  •,  which,  after 
a  bloody  ftruggle,  fell  to  the  eideft,  Mauzoldin,  who  affumed  the  name-of  jehander 
Shah.  This  prince  v>?,s  a  flave  to  his  miftrefs.  His  nobility  confpired  againft  him,  and 
raifed  to  the  throne  one  of  his'nephews,  who  ftruck  off  his  uncle's  head.  Furrukh- 
fir,  the  new  emperor,  was  governed  bv  two  brothers,  of  the  name  of  Seyd,  who 
ufurped  his  authority.  Afraid  to  punifh  them  publicly,  he  ordered  both  to  be  pri- 
vately aflaflinated.  They  difcovered  his  intention,  dethroned,  imprifoned,  and  ftran- 
gled  him.  In  his  place,  they  raifed  a  boy  of  only  leventeen  years  of  age,  and  who  is 
fa'.d  to  have  been  the  grandfon  of  Aurengzebe  by  his  own  daughter.  This  ftory  is  re- 
peated here  as  told  in  the  former  editions  of  this  work.  But  it  is  very  unlikely,  for  he 
muft  have  been  born  about  the  year  1696,  when  the  emperor  himfelf  was  feventy-eight 
years  of  age.  The  two  Scyds  in  a  fhort  time,  poifoned  their  young  fovereign,  and  raifed 
to  the  throne  his  eideft  brother,  who  took  the  title  of  Shah  Jehan.  The  rajahs  of  In- 
doftan  took  the  field  againft  the  two  favourites  •,  but  the  latter  were  victorious.  Shah 
Jehan  obtained  tranquil  pofieiiion  of  the  empire,  and  died  in  1719.  He  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  Mahommed  Shah,  who  entered  into  private  meafures  with  his  great  rajahs  for 
deftroying  the  Seyds.  Accordingly,  Nizam  al  Muluck,  who  had  been  one  of  the  fa- 
vcurite  generals  of  Aurengzebe,  declared  war  againft  them.  Nizam  proclaimed  him- 
felf foubah  of  the  Decan,  which  belonged  to  one  of  the  Seyds,  who  was  affaffinated  by 
order  of  Mahommed  Shah.  The  younger  Seyd  no  fooner  underftood  what  had  hap- 
pened, than  he  proclaimed  the  fultan  Ibrahim,  another  Mogul  prince,  emperor.  A 
battle  enfued  in  1720,  in  which  Mahommed  was  victorious.  He  ufed  his  conqueft  with 
great  moderation,  for  he  remitted  Ibrahim  to  the  prifon  from  whence  he  had  been 
taken  •,  and  Seyd,  being  likewife  a  prifoner,  was  condemned  to  perpetual  confine- 
ment ;  but  the  emperor  took  poffefficn  of  hisvaft  riches.  Seyd  did  not  long  furvive 
his  irrprifonment;  and  the  emperor  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  fame  courfe  of  pleafures 
that  had  been  fo  fatal  to  his  predeceffcrs.  As  to  Nizam,  or  the  Nizam,  as  Dow  en- 
titles 1  im,  he  became  now  the  great  imperial  general,  and  was  often  employed  againft 
the  Marattas,  whom  he  defeated,  when  they  had  almoft  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
Agra  and  Delhi.  He  was  confirmed  in  his  foubahfhip,  and  was  confidered  as  the  firft 
fubjecl:  in  the  empire.  This  tr.-.itor  invited  Nadir  Shaw  to  invade  Indoftan.  The  fue- 
cefs  of  Nadir  is  well  known,  and  the  lmmenfe  treafures  which,  in  '739,  he  carried 
from  Indoftan.  Befide  thofe  treafures,  he  obliged  the  Mogul  to  furrender  to  him  all  the 
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country  to  the  weft  of  the  rivers  x^ttock  and  Synd,  comprehending  the  provinces  of 
Peyfhor,  Cabul,  andGagna,  with  many  other  rich  and  populous  principalities  which 
were  almoft  equal  in  value  to  the  kingdom  of  Perfia  itfelf. 

When  the  king  of  Perfia  came  into  Delhi,  he  called  the  Nizam  and  his  affociate 
Sadit  into  his  prefence,  and  addreffed  them  in  thefe  terms.  "  Are  not  you  both  moft 
"  ungrateful  villains  to  your  fovereign  and  your  country,  who,  after  poffeffing  fuch 
"  wealth  and  dignities,  called  me  from  my  own  dominions,  to  ruin  them  and  your- 
"  felves  ?  But  I  will  fcourge  you  with  all  my  wrath,  which  is  the  inftrument  of  the 
"  vengeance  of  God."  He  then  {pit  upon  their  beards,  the  utmoft  affront  that  a  muf- 
fulman  can  fuffer,  and  with  every  mark  of  indignity,  he  drove  them  from  his  pre- 
fence. They  both  agreed,  to  poifon  themfelves  ;  but  Sadit,  fufpicious  of  his  friend, 
fent  a  fpy  to  remark  whether  the  Nizam  actually  fwallowed  his  dofe.  This  mafter 
of  deceit  folemnly  faid  his  prayers,  drank  off  an  innocent  draught,  and  counterfeited 
the  agonies  of  death.  The  fpy  %vas  impofed  upon;  and  Sadit,  being  affured  of  his 
exit,  fwallowed  a  dofe  of  real  poifon.  The  Nizam  was  not  afhamed  to  boaft  of  having 
by  this  artifice  freed  himfelf  from  a  political  rival. 

One  anecdote,  at  this  crifis,  deferves  to  be  recorded.  Nadir,  having  (hut  the  gates 
of  Delhi,  till  he  fhould  complete  a  contribution  on  the  people,  famine  began  to  rage, 
and  the  tyrant  himfelf  was,  as  ufual,  deaf  to  the  miferies  of  mankind.  Tucki,  a  famous 
actor,  exhibited  a  play  before  Nadir  Shaw,  who  was  fo  highly  pfeafed  with  his  per- 
formance, that  he  commanded  Tucki  to  afk  what  be  wilhed  Jhould  be  done  for  him? 
Tucki  fell  upon  his  face,  and  faid,  "  O  king,  command  the  gates  to  be  opened,  that 
"  the  poor  may  not  perilh."  His  requeft  was  granted  ;  half  the  city  poured  out  into 
the  country,  and  in  a  few  days,  the  place  was  fupplied  with  plenty  of  provifions.  A 
requeft  fo  daring,  fo  generous,  fo  noble,  better  deferves  the  remembrance  of  mankind 
than  a  thoufand  of  the  vulgar  mafs  of  battles  and  of  victories. 

This  invafion  coft  the  Gentoos  two  hundred  thoufand  lives.  As  to  the  plunder 
made  by  Nadir  Shaw,  Dow  ftates  it  at  eighty  millions  fterling.  This  invafion  put  a 
period  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  Mogul  empire.  Nadir,  having  raifed  all  the  money  that 
he  could  in  Delhi,  reftored  Mahommed  Shah  to  his  throne,  and  returned  into  Perfia. 
But  a  general  revolt  of  the  provinces  foon  after  enfued  ;  as  none  were  willing  to  yield 
obedience  to  a  prince  who  could  not  enforce  it.  The  provinces  to  the  northweft  of 
the  Indus  had  been  ceded  to  Nadir  Shaw.  He  was,  in  1747,  aflafiinated,  and  Ach- 
met  Abdalla,  his  treafurer,  during  the  general  confufion  occafioned  by  the  tyrant's 
death,  carried  off  three  hundred  camels  loaded  with  treafure.  He  was  thus  enabled  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army  ;  and  he  marched  againft  Delhi  with  fifty  thoufand 
horfe.  Ahmed  Shah,  the  mogul's  eldeft  fon,  with  eighty  thoufand  horfe,  oppofed  the 
invader.  The  war  was  carried  on  with  various  fuccefs,  and  Mahommed  Shah  died  be- 
fore its  termination.  Ahmed  Shah  became  his  fuccefior  ;  but  the  empire  fell  every 
day  more  into  decay  ;  Abdalla  erected  an  independent  kingdom,  of  which  the  Indus 
is  one  of  the  boundaries,   and  Candahar  the  capital. 

The  Marattas  pofi'efs  thefouth-weftern  peninfula  of  India*.  They  had,  before  the  in- 
vafion of  Nadir  Shaw,    exacted  a  tribute  from  the  empire,  arifing  out  of  the  reve- 

Mahva,  Berar,  Orissa,  Candeish,  andVisipour,  the  is  divided  among  a  number  of  chiefs,  whose  obedience  to 
principal  part  of  Amednagur  or  Dowlatabad,  half  of  Gu-  the  Peishwa,  or  head,  is  but  nominal.  They  are  often  at 
zerat,  and  a  small  part  of  Agimere,  Agra,  and  Allahabad,  war  among  themselves,  and  also  with  their  Peishwa.  Cora- 
are  comprised  within  their  immense  empire,  which  extends,  pared  with  other  Hindoos,  they  are  said  to  be  a  warlike 
from  sea  to  sea,  across  the  widest  part  of  the  peninsula,  people.  Yet  it  appears  that  an  army  of  this  nation  are 
and  from  the  confines  of  Agra  northward,  to  the  Kistna  hardly  a  match  for  one  sixth  part  of  their  own  number  of 
southward,  forming  a  tract  of  abont  one  thousand  miles  English  soldiers,  or  even  of  seapoys. 
king,  and  seven  hundred  wide.    This  extensive  country 


INDIA  within  the  Ganges.  «ij 

Tiues  of  the  province  of  Bengal.  This  was  withheld,  in  confequcnce  of  the  enfeebled 
ftate  of  the  empire,  and  the  Marattas  became  clamorous.  The  empire  trembled  to  its 
foundation  ;  every  petty  chief,  by  counterfeiting  grants  from  Delhi,  demanding 
jaghires-j- and  diftricls.  The  country  was  torn  to  pieces  by  civil  wars,  and  every  fpe- 
cies  of  domeftic  confufion.  Ahmed  Shah  reigned  only  feven  years,  and  after  his  death 
ftill  farther  diforder  and  confufion  prevailed.  Atprefent,  the  imperial  dignity  ofln- 
doftan  is  vefted  in  Shah  Allum  or  Zidah,  who  is  acknowledged  as  heir  of  the  Timur 
race.  His  power  is  annihilated.  The  city  of  Delhi,  and  a  fmall  adjacent  territory 
compofe  the  diminutive  remains  of  the  mogul  empire.  Among  other  aftonifhing  paf- 
fages  in  the  laft  London  edition  of  this  work,  it  is  afl'erted,  that  the  prefent  imaginary 
fucceffor  of  the  Moguls  "  depends  upon  the  protection  of  the  Englifh,  whofe  intereft  it 
"  is  tofupport  him,  as  his  grant  to  the  company  is  the  left  legal  guarantee  of  their 
"  poffeffions."  We  have  already  j  feen  in  what  way  the  company  treated  the  mogul,  as 
their  legal  guarantee  ;  but  the  moft  miferable  part  of  the  ftory  ftill  remains  to  be  told. 
About  three  or  four  years  ago,  one  of  the  officers  of  this  monarch  had  a  quarrel 
with  him  and  retired  from  court.  He  collected  a  band  of  ruffians,  and  p-ofeffed  his 
intention  of  returning  to  Delhi,  for  the  purpofe  of  revenge,  and  plunder.  The 
mogul  applied  to  Cornwallis,  governor-general  of  Bengal,  for  protection  ;  but  his  lord- 
fhip,  who  hath  fince  been  fo  forward  to  revenge  the  fuppofed  wrongs  of  the  petty 
rajah  of  Travancore,  would  not  afford  the  fmalleft  aftiftance.  The  rebel  entered  Delhi, 
made  a  prifoner  of  the  defencelefs  old  man,  rifled  his  palace,  abufed  his  women,  and, 
as  the  climax  of  barbarity,  thruft  or  burned  out  his  eyes.  Yet  in  the  face  of  this 
tranfaction,  we  are  gravely  aflured,  that  the  mogul  is  under  the  proteftion  of  the  com- 
pany. The  author  of  this  horrid  fcene  did  not  long  efcape  the  due  reward  of  his 
crimes. 

Since  1765,  the  Britifh  Eaft  India  company  have  been  mafters  of  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa  ;  but  nominally,  they  are  tributaries  to  the  emperor.  In  1  j6j, 
they  engaged  in  a  very  dangerous  war  with  Hyder  AH,  the  fovereign  of  Myfore. 
This  man  had  acquired  the  rudiments  of  the  art  of  war  in  the  French  Eaft  India 
fervice.  In  1763,  having  been  advanced  to  the  command  of  the  royal  army  of  My- 
fore, he  ufurped  the  fupreme  authority.  By  degrees  he  extended  his  dominions, 
until  at  Lift  they  equalled  in  extent  the  ifland  of  Britain.  His  revenues  were  eftimated 
at  above  eighteen  millions  of  dollars  annually.  The  difcords  in  various  pares  of  In- 
doftan,  enabled  him  to  aggrandife  himfelf  fo  far,  that  his  power  became  formidable  to 
his  neighbours.  In  1767,  he  found  himfelf  in  dangerof  being  attacked  on  one  fide  by 
the  Marattas,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Britifh.  The  former  were  bought  off  with  a 
fi'in  of  money,  and  the  latter  were  obliged  to  retire.  Having  foon,  however,  affem- 
bled  all  their  forces,  feveral  obftinate  engagements  took  place  ;  and  the  Britifh,  for  the 
■firft  time,  found  a  fteady  opposition  from  an  Indian  prince.  The  war  continued,  with 
various  fuccefs,  during  the  years  1767,  1768,  and  part  of  176a,  when  Hyder,  with  a 
ftrong  detachment  of  his  army,  palling  by  that  of  the  Britifh,  advanced  within  a 
fmall  diftance  of  Madras,  where  he  forced  the  government  into  a  peace  upon  his  own 
terms.  The  advantages  gained  by  this  peace,  Hyder  loft  by  a  war  with  the  Marattas  ; 
from  whom,  in  the  year  1771,  he  received  a  dreadful  defeat  -,  almofthis  whole  army 
being  killed  or  taken.  Hyder  was  now  compelled  to  fuffer  his  enemies  to  defolatethe 
country,  till  they  chofe  to  retire.  In  a  few  years,  by  incredible  diligence,  he  retriev- 
ed his  affairs  and  became  more  formidable  than  ever.  In  1772,  the  Marattas  attempt- 
ed to  get  poffeffion  of  the  province  of  Corah  and  fome   others,  but  were  oppofed  by 

t  Ja^hire  means  a  grant  of  land  from  a  sovereign  to  a  subjeft,   revocable  at  pleasure  ;  but  generally  or  almost  always, 
for  a  life  rent, 
i  Vol.  II.  p.  98,  99. 
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the  Eritifh  ;  who,  next  year,  defeated  and  drove  them  acrofs  the  river  Ganges,  when 
they  had  invaded  the  country  of  the  Rohillas.  On  this  occafion,  the  Britifh  had  act- 
ed only  as  the  allies  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  to  whcm  the  Rohilla  chiefs  had  projnifed' 
to  pay  forty  lacks  of  rupees  for  the  protection  afforded  them  ;  but  when  the  money' 
came  to  be  paid,  it  was  under  various  pretences  refufed.  The  confluence  of  this  was, 
that  the  Rohilla  country  was  next  year  (1774)  invaded  and  conquered  by  the  Britifh, 
as  well  as  fcveral  other  large  tracts  of  territory.  By  this  means,  the  boundary  of 
Oude  was  advanced  to  the  weftward,  within  twenty  five  miles  of  Agra  ;  north-weft— 
ward  to  the  upper  part  of  the  navigable  courfe  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  fouth-weftward' 
to  the  Jumna  river. 

In  1778,  a  new  war  commenced  with  the  Marattas,  on  which  occafion  a  brigade, 
confining  of  feven  thoufand  Indian  troops,  commanded  by  Britifh  officers,  traverfed" 
the  whole  empire  of  the  Marattas,  from  the  river  Jumna  to  the  weftern  Ocean;  About 
this  time,  the  war  with  France  broke  out,  and  Hyder  Ali,  expecting  affiftance  from 
the  French,  made  a  dreadful  irruption  into  the  Carnatic,  at  rhe  head  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  men.  For  eighteen  months,  he  carried  all  before  him,  and,  having  dcftroy- 
ed  a  detachment  of  the  Britifh  army,  under  colonel  Bailiie,  it  was  imagined  that  the- 
power  of  Britain,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  would  foon  hive  been  annihilated.  By  the 
exertions  of  fir  Eyre  Coote,  the  progrefs  of  this  adverfary  was  flopped,  and  he  be- 
came foon  tired  of  a  war,  which  was  attended  wich  incredible  expenfe  to  himfelf, 
without  any  reafonable  profpcct  of  fuccefs.  By  the  year  1782,  therefore,  Hyder  enter*- 
tained  thoughts  of  peace,  but  died  before  it  was  effected.  Sir  Eyre  Ccote  did  not 
furvive  him  above  five  months. 

In  J  790,  the  Britifh  engaged  in  a  war  with  Tipoo  Saib.   The  origin  of  this  contefV" 
was  apparently  trifling.     The  Dutch  had,  for   a  lon^  time,    pofTcfT;d  Cranganore,  a- 
fort  on  the  Malabar  coaft,    which    they     formerly   corquer-d    from  the  Portuguefe. 
About  the  year  1779,  they  were  driven  out  of  it  by  Hycer  Ali.  The  Dutch,  r.ot  long; 
after,  recovered   pofleffion  of  Cranganore,  by   acompromife,  but   on   what  terms  is: 
uncertain.   In  June,  1789,  Tipoo  marched  a  confiderable   force  towards  Cranganore 
to  reduce  it.   The  Dutch  haftily  fold  it  to  the  rajah  of  Travancore,   though   it  is  faid:. 
that  Tipoo  had  offered  them  a  larger  fum   for  immediate  pofTeffion,    than  they  ob< 
tained  from  the  rajah.      But  as  the  latter  was  an  ally  of  Britain,   they  were  very  well ! 
fatisfied-  to  place  the  fortrefs  in  the  hands  of  the  rajah,  becaufe  by  this   means,  they 
raifed  a  powerful  barrier    againft    the   encroachments    of  Tipoo  upon  their  adjacent' 
fettlement  at  Cochin.    The  rajah  of  Travancore  was    firictly  cautioned  by  fir  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  and  his  fucceffor   Mr.    Holland,  in  the  name  of  the  government  of 
Madras,  not  to  proceed  in  the  negotiation,  a  fact  which  proves  that  in  their  judgment  the' 
tranfaction  could  net  be  juftified.  It  was    clofed    without  the  knowledge  of  Britain. 
Tipoo  complained  as  to  the  illegality  of  this  fale,  and  on  the 29th  of  December,  1789,, 
he  made  an  attack  on  the  lines  of  Travancore.   He  received  a  remonftrance  from  the 
Britifh  government  of  Madras,  and  defifted  from  his  attempt.  To  fhow  his  averfion  to- 
give  offence,  he  likewife  made  an  apology,  affirming  that  the  troops  of  the  rajah  had' 
commenced  the  attack  ;  and  adding,  that  he  had  fent  back  the  people,  whom  his  for- 
ces had  made  prifoners.   Thus  far  the  conduct  of  1  ipoo  feems  to  have  been  extremely  \ 
pacific.  On  the  iff  of  March,  1720,  the  rajah   of  Travancore  attacked  Tipoo,  who> 
from  the  28th  of  December  preceding,  had  continued  peaceably    within    his  own- 
lines.   An  engagement  cenfequently  took   place;   and  war  having  thus  wantonly  be- 
gun on  the  fide  of  the  rajah,  the  Britifh   conceived   themfelves  bound  to  take  an  «f-- 
tivepart.     This  is  the  ftate  of  facts  as  related  in  the  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1791,- 
and  in  the  volume  for  the  fucceeding  year,  the  authors  tell    us  that  they  found  am- 
ple reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  its   correctnefs  and  accuracy.     It  is  therefore  evident;. 
that  the   Britifh.  were  the   aggrelTors  ;  and  yet  the  fame  writers  who  had  before- fa- 


INDIA  within  the  Ganges.  115 

vfolently  reprobated  the  invafion  of  Canara  by  general  Mathews*,  tell  us,  that  "  no 
"  period  appeared  more  favourable  to  humble  Tipoo."  Thus,  in  all  ages,  has  the  molt 
deteftable  fophiftry  been  exerted  to  vindicate  the  commencement  of  unjuft  and  de- 
ftructive  wars.  The  Spaniards,  upon  the  earthquake  at  Lifbon,  might,  with  equal  rea- 
fon  have  embraced  that  aufpicious  opportunity  to  humble  the  kingdom  of  Portugal. 
The  republic  of  France,  in  the  midft  of  a  profound  peace,  might  as  juftly  difembark 
an  hundred  thoufand  men  at  Plymouth  or  Dover  to  humble  England.  This  remark  is 
not  levelled  at  thefe  writers  in  particular,  but  at  the  general  ftyle  of  hiftorians  of  all 
nations,  a  ftyle  which  has,  in  reality,  made  the  perufal  of  the  common  mafs  of  hif- 
torical  writings  a  very  dangerous  amufement  for  the  moral  feelings  of  the  reader  j. 

The  war  with  Tipoo  was  warmly  reprobated  in  the  Britifh  parliament.  The  fub- 
je<5f  was  taken  up,  in  that  aflembly,  on  the  2 2d  of  December,  1790,  and  on  two  fub- 
fequent  occafions.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debates,  Mr.  Hippefley  ftated,  that  Tipoo  had 
a  force  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men,  a  large  corps  of  Europeans,  under 
able  officers,  and  an  admirable  artillery  •,  with  a  revenue  of  five  millions  fterling,  and 
a  treafury  of  eight  or  nine  millions.  Mr.  Fox  condemned  the  war  as  one  which  might 
have  been  avoided!  A  war  for  conquefl,he  hoped,  never  would  be  undertaken  by  England, 
either  in  India  or  elfewhere.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  lord  Cornwallis  had  originally  taken  up 
the  maiter  in  a  proper  point  of  view.  He  had  condemned  the  purchafe  of  the  fort 
in  the ftrongeft tarns  ;  but  had  afterwards  unfortunately  altered  his  opinion  ;  though 
for  what  reafon;  Mr.  Fox  could  not  poTibly-  conceive.  He  reprobated  the  treaties 
which  had  been  entered  into  with  the  Nizam  and  the  Marattas,  for  the  extirpation  of 
Tipoo.  He  alTcrted  that  the  rajah  of  Travancore  was  the  aggrefTor,  even  to  England, 
by  purchafing  the  fort  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  Britiih  government.  But  fup- 
pofing  Tipoo  to  have  been  the  aggrefTor,  what  right  had  England  to  afk  mote  than 
adequate  faiisfaclion  ?  His  claim  upon  Cranganore,  even  if  unjuft,  gave  the  Englifh 
no  title  to  carry  war  into  the  centre  of  his  dominions,  extirpate  him,  and  divide  his 
territories.  Mr.  Francis,  a  very  refpeclable  member,  and  who  has  refided  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  ftated,  that  in  the  fingle  article  of  bullocks,  an  expenfe  was  already  incurred, 
of  more  than  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  per  annnn.  He  mentioned  the  opinion 
of  general  Meadows,  a  Britifh  officer  of  high  rank  in  India,  who  had  declared,  that 
by  procraftination  of  the  war,  the  Englilh  intereft  muft  be  undone.  In  a  fubfequent  de- 
bate, Mr.  Fox  ftated,  as  the  eftimation  of  people  at  Madras,  that  the  expenfe  of  this 
war  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  month,  or  three  millions 
a  year.  Mr.  Fox  requefted  parliament  to  recollect,  that  the  India  debt,  at  the  time 
when  he  was  fpeaking  (24th  May,  179  1)  amounted  to  fixteen  millions  fterling,  to  which1 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  were  to  be  added  by  the  eftimate  then  before  the 
houfe.  Such  a  prodigious  debt,  as  fixteen  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  fhows,  that  the  affairs  of  the  company  muft  have  been  in  a  ftrange  fituation. 
The  majority  of  the  minilter  overruled  every  argument  for  peace  with  Tipoo.  We 
ihall  now  give  a  ftiort  (ketch  of  the  progrefs  and  termination  of  this  conteft.- 

It  has  already  been  related,  that,  on  the  ift  of  May,  1700,  the  rajah  made  an  of- 
fenfive  attack  on  the  lin;sof  Tipoo.  It  is  plain,  from  what  followed,  that'this  aggref- 
fion  made  only  part  of  a  pre-concerted  confpiracy  between  Cornwallis,  the  Nizatn, 
and  the  Marattas,  for  dividing  the  dominions  of  that  prince.  Without  feeking  any 
farther  provocation  or  pretence  for  fighting,  the  Britiih  forces  were  afiembled,  and 
broke  into  the  territories  of  Tipoo,  in  two  different  bodies.  One  of  thefe,  called  the 
grand  Carnatic  army,  was  commanded  by  general  Meadows  ;  the  Bombay  army  was 
of  inferior  force,  and  commanded  by  general  Abercrombie. 

Meadows  was,  by  fix  months,  themoft  early  in  his  operations.  He  entered  the  ene- 
my's country,  on  the  15th  of  June,  at  the  head  of  only  fourteen  thoufand  men.  After 
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taking  fevera.1  forts,  enduring  many  hardfhips,  his  troops,  for  want  of  provisions, 
made  a  retreat.  On  the  8th  of  December,  they  arrived  at  Trichinopoly,  in  the  com- 
pany's territories.  From  that  place,  on  the  26th  of  May  preceding,  they  had  firft  fet 
out  for  the  invafion  of  the  Myfore  empire.  In  this  campaign  of  1790,  prodigious  ex- 
penfe  was  incurred,  vaft  mifchief  inflicted  on  the  country,  and  multitudes  of  inno- 
cent people  were,  as  ufual,  reduced  to  beggary.  Many  lives  were  loft.  The  valour  and 
discipline  of  Europe  maintained  their  wonted  fuperiority.  But  there  was  no  action 
of  much  importance. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1790,  Abercrombie,  in  a  different  quarter,  marched  to 
the  attack  at  Cannanore.  In  a  fhort  time,  he  reduced  the  whole  diftrict  along  the 
coaft,  from  Billipatam  river,  to  Cape  Comorin. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1 79 1,  general  Meadows,  with  his  army,  once  more  left 
Trichinopoly,  on  the  territories  of  Myfore.  It  was  the  22d  of  February,  before  they 
could  get  fafe  through  the  pafles  of  the  mountains  which  led  from  the  Carnatic  into 
that  country.  Next  day  there  was  a  halt.  The  bullocks  and  elephants  were  muftered. 
Of  the  former,  twenty-feven  thoufand  were  found  fit  for  fervice.  Of  the  latter,  eigh- 
ty accompanied  the  army.  On  the  21ft  of  March,  the  troops,  who  had  been  joined  by 
Cornwallis  himfelf,  ftormed  the  fortrefs  of  Bangalore.  A  dreadful  carnage  was  made 
of  "  the  ttnrcjifting  garrifon.  Not  lefs  than  a  thoufand  were  maffacred  with  the  bayo- 
"  net,  and  three  hundred,  mcflly  wounded,  were  taken*."  The  army  was,  on  the 
/th  of  April,  joined  by  about  fifteen  thoufand  of  the  Nizam's  troops  ,  and,  on  the 
19th,  by  a  reinforcement  of  feven  hundred  Europeans,  and  four  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred feapoys.  On  the  13th  of  May,  the  whole  forces  arrived  within  fight  of  Seringa- 
patam,  the  capital  of  Myfore.  At  the  fame  time,  Cornwallis  received  intelligence,  that 
general  Abercrombie  had  afcended  the  Ghauts  on  the  Malabar  fide,  and  it  was  the 
firft  object  to  form  ajunction,  if  pofiibie,  with  that  commander.  On  the  14th  of  May, 
at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  Cornwallis  attacked  Tipoo  in  his  camp.  After  an  obfti- 
nate  refiftance,  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  entrenchments.  But,  in  the  mean 
lime,  the  fwelling  of  a  river,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  draft  cattle,  prevented  Corn- 
wallis from  effecting  a  junction  with  general  Abercrombie.  So  badly  had  mat- 
ters been  arranged,  that  the  Britifti  army,  for  want  of  provifions,  were  compelled  to 
breakup  their  camp,  and  return  to  Bangalore,  after  difpatching  orders  to  Abercrom- 
bie to  return  down  the  paffes  of  the  mountain,  as  quickly  as  poffible.  Both  armies 
were  obliged  to  leave  behind  them,  or  to  deftroy  their  refpective  trains  of  battering 
cannon.  In  their  retreat,  they  fuffered  excefiively  by  famine.  A  letter  was  printed  in 
the  Star  at  London,  from  one  of  thefe  armies,  which  mentioned  that  a  Britifh  officer, 
havins;  feen  ten  of  his  attendants  perifh  of  want,  declared,  that  be  bad  feen  enough,  and 
fhot  himfelf.  The  alarm  in  England  was  very  great ;  and  yet  the  writers  of  the  New 
Annual  Regifter  pafs  over  this  retreat  with  as  much  tranquillity  as  it  it  had  only 
been  the  manoeuvre  of  a  military  review.  While  the  Bntifh  army  was  encamped  near 
Seringapatam,  Tipoo  fent  to  Cornwallis  a  prefent  of  fruit,  with  overtures  for  a  fepa- 
rate  peace.  The  fruit  was  returned,  and  Tipoo  was  informed  that  no  peace  could  be 
accepted  which  did  not  include  the  allies.  Thefe  were  the  Nizam  and  the  Marattas. 
The  troops  of  the  former  had  joined  his  lordfhip  fo  late  as  the  27th  of  April,  and 
thofe  of  the  Marattas  did  not  come  up  till  fome  days  after  the  retreat  from  Serinpa- 
patam  was  begun.  So  little  concern  did  thefe  allies  give  themfelves  about  the  event  of 
the  war  !  The  Marattas  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  men  ;  but  both  thefe,  and  the 
troops  of  the  Nizam,  were  hardly  worth  their  room  in  any  camp.  The  Britifh  forces 
did  not  reach  Bangalore  till  the  30th  of  July,  more  than  two  months  after  their  de- 
parture from  Seringapatam.  They  had,  by  the  way,  reduced  ftveral  petty  fortrefies. 
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The  retreat  of  Cornwallis  was  equivalent  to  a  defeat.  Yet,  fo  anxious  was  Tipoo  for 
peace,  that  he  fent  an  envoy  to  Bangalore,  with  full  powers  to  negociate  with  the 
governor  general.  It  is  faid,  that  he  was  directed  to  infift  on  certain  forms,  with  re- 
gard to  his  audience,  with  which  Cornwallis  did  notchoofe  to  comply.  As  this  com- 
mander had  been  fairly  foiled,  Tipoo,  by  fending  offers  of  peace  after  him,  demon- 
strated that  his  own  wiftus  on  that  head  were  fincere  ;  and  if  there  was  any  difpute' 
in  point  of  form,  we  are  justified  in  fuppofing  that  the  breach  of  politenefs  by  on  the 
fide  of  Cornwallis.  As  fuch  a  degree  of  huightinefs  difcovered  no  pacific  intentions, 
there  is  no  wonder  that  Tipoo  refigned  all  hopes  of  a  treaty.  In  the  enfuing  months, 
the  Britifh  befieged  and  took  fcveral  ftrong  places  in  the  dominions  of  Tipoo.  At 
Penagra,  a  fmall  mud  fort,  out  of  a  garrifon  of  three  hundred,  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty were  cut  to  pieces.  It  was  not  till  the  -5th  of  February,  1792,  that  the  Britifh,  for 
a  fecond  time,  came  within  fight  of  Seringapatam. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Cornwallis  gave  orders 
for  a  general  attack  on  the  camp  of  Tipoo,  who  was  entrenched  between  his  capital 
and  the  Englifh  army.  Cornwallis  did  not  think  it  worth  his  trouble  to  inform  his 
allies  of  this  movement  •,  and  their  confirmation  was  great  when  they  faw  the  Eng- 
lifh tents  (truck.  Tipoo,  with  fome  difficulty,  was  driven  from  his  ftation.  General 
Meadows,  who  commanded  a  column,  was  fo  little  fatisfied  with  his  own  conduct, 
that  he,  foon  after,  attempted  to  (hoot  himfelf.  He  was  defperately  wounded  •,  but 
his  life  was  preferved.  This  anecdote,  though  univerfally  known,  has  been,  for  the 
honour  of  the  Britifh  arms,  fupprefied,  in  the  new  Annual  Regifter.  On  the  23d  of 
February,  1792,  Tipoo  found  his  metropolis  reduced  to  extremities.  He  confented  to 
a  treaty.  One  half  of  his  dominions  were  to  be  ceded  to  the  allied  powers.  He  was 
to  pay  three  millions,  and  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  All  prifoners  were 
to  be  reftored  •,  and  two  of  his  three  eldeft  fons  were  delivered,  as  hoftages,  for  the 
performance  of  the  treaty.  We  have  not  learned,  in  what  way  the  money  of  Tipoo 
was  to  be  divided.  It  is  certain  that  the  coffers  of  the  company  in  Bengal  were  not 
overloaded;  for  Mr.  Dundas  confefTed  in  parliament,  that  during  the  year  1 791, 
a  million  of  fpecie  had  been  tranfmitted  from  Britain  to  Bengal.  He  alio  faid,  that 
within  cne  year,  bullion,  to  the  amount  of  one  million,  had  been  lent  out,  to  the 
fame  province,   by  the  cSurt  of  directors*. 

The  invafion  of  Myfore,*iri  $79°'  feems  to  have  originated  in  the  bafeit  and  moft 
atrocious  motives.  The  writers  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter,  from  whom  this  narra- 
tive has  chiefly  been  abridged,  dofe  it  with  a  fort  of  pompous  prediction  of  the  ad- 
vantages that  the  e^ftern  world  has,  at  fome  future  period,  a  chance  of  deriving  from 
her  acquaintance  with  the  nations  of  Europe.  For  thefe  advantages,  if  they  fhall  ever 
exift,  the  Hindoos  have  paid  in  advance  a  very  high  price.  In  p'ain  terms,  the  authors 
of  that  work  found  it  requifite  to  (often  the  ftyle  of  their  detail ;  becaufe,  books  are 
written  that  they  may  be  fold  ;  and  the  pride  and  prejudices  of  a  great  nation,  will 
not  fuflvr  them  to  hear  the  deformity  and  infamy  of  their  public  tranfactions,  expof- 
ed  in  the  uncourtly  language  of  truth.  This  remark  implies  no  peculiar  cenfureon 
the  people  of  Britain.  'I  he  fame  weaknefs  is  common  to  every  country,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  fa  till  the  laft  generations  of  the  human  race.  Had  Livy,  inftcad  of  cele- 
brating thejuftice  and  magnanimity  of  his  detefiable  countrymen,  arraigned  them 
at  the  tribunal  of  eternal  juftice,  he  might  have  written  a  much  better  production 
than  he  has  done,  but  his  decades  would  not  have  defcended  to  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. 

*  Ann.     Reg.  1792    p.  81.  tt  is  not  trld  in  what  vear  laws  as  to  this  point.     The  officers  of  the  customs  searched 

this  second  remittance  happened    but  It  se;ms  to  b<.ve  keen  his  baggage,  and,  finding  ninety-one  guineas,  they  took 

either  in  1790,  or  1791.  As  to  the  export  it  ion  cf  ccin,  the  the  whole,  exceptfive,  the  sum  permitted,  by  the  aft,  to  be 

laws  of  England  are  tyrannical     In  Jul-   I792,*a  gentleman  exported. 
embi.ri.ed  a_   Dover  tor  Calais.     H«  was  ignorant  of  the 
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PROVINCES. 

Madura 
Tanjore 


Eaft  fide  of  Bifnagart  or  Carnatic 


Golconda 


OrifTa 


Weft  fide  of  Bifnagar,  or  Carnatic 


CHIEF  TOWNS.  S.  M. 

Madura,,  16,400 

Tanjore 

Tranquebar,  Danes 

Negapatam,  Englifh 

Eifnagar 

Porta- nova,  Dutch 

Fort  St.  David,  Englilh 

Pondicherry*,?French 

Conymere,       3  /    33>55<> 

Coblon 

Sadrafpatan,  Dutch 

St.   Thomas,  Portuguefe 

Fort  St.     George,  or  Ma 

dras,  E.    Ion.  80-25  N. 

lat.   13  5.  Englifh 
Pullicate,    Dutch 

Golconda  62,100 

Gani,  or  Ceulor;  diamond  mines 
Maflulipatam,  Englifh  and  Dutch 
Vifagapatam,  Englifh 
Bimlipatam,  Dutch 
Cattack 

Balafore,  Englifh 
Tegapatam,  Dutch 
Angengo,  Englifh 
Cochin,  Dutch 
Callicut,  \-p      yn 

Tellichery,      J       ° 
Cannonore,  Dutch 
Mangalore,    "j  Dutch  and 
Barcelore,      J  Portuguefe 
Raolconda,  diamond  mine 
Cawar,  Englifh 
Goa,  Portuguefe 
Rajapore,  French 
Dabul,  Englifh 
Dundee,")  D    .         r 
Shoule,  }PortUgUefe 
Bombay,  ifle  and  town, 

Englifh,  18-58.  N.  lat. 

92-40  E. Ion. 
Baffeen,  Portuguefe 
Salfette,  Englifh 
Damon,  Portuguefe 
Surat,  Eaft.  Ion.  72-50,  N.  lat.  21-11 
Swalley 
Barak,  Englifh  and  Dutch 
Amedabad 
Cambaya 
Pieu,  Portuguefe 

It  is  now  (April,  1*94)  said,  that  this  town  has  been  lately  taken  by  the  English,  It  has  been  thought  best,  forth* 
to    let  the  table  remain  in  its  former  state. 


Decajij  or  Vifiapoujr 


►     83,040 


Cambaya,  orGuzerat 
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Rivers.]  The  principal  ofthefe  are  the  Cafa:k,  Mahanada,  the  mouths  of 
which  have  never  been  traced  ■,  the  Soane,  the  Nerbudd.i,  the  Puddai,  the  Godave- 
ry,  and  the  Kiftna,  of  which  a  principal  branch  paflss  within  thirty  miles  eaft  of 
Poonah. 

Climate,  seasons,  and  produce.]  The  chain  of  mountains  running  from  north 
to  fouth,  renders  it  winter  on  one  fide  of  this  peniniu'a,  while  it  is  fummer  on  the 
other.  About  the  end  of  June,  a  fouth  weft  wind  begins  to  blow  from  the  fea,  on 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  which  lafts,  with  continual  rains,  four  months,  during  which 
time  all  is  ferene  upon  the  coaft  of  Coromandsl.  Towards  the  end  of  October,  the 
rainy  feafon  and  the  change  of  the  monfoon,  begin  on  the  Corom-in  lei  coifr.,  which 
is  deftitute  of  good  harbours.  This  renders  it  very  dangerous  for  fhips  to  remai^ 
there,  during  that  time  •,  and  to  this  are  owing  the  periodical  returns  of  the  Eng!ifh 
(hipping  to  Bombay,  upon  the  Malabar  coaft.  The  air  is  naturally  hot  ip  this  penin* 
fula,  but  is  refrefhed  by  breezes,  the  wind  altering  every  twelve  hours-*  that  is, 
from  midnight  till  noon  it  blows  off  the  land,  when  it  is  intolerably  hot,  ar.d  during 
the  other  twelve  hours  from  the  fea,  which  laft  proves  a  great  refrefhment  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  ccait.  The  produce  of  the  foil  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  other 
pa:  ts  of  the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  Teek  forefts,  from  whence  the  marine  yard  at  Bombay  is  furr.ifhed  with  that 
excellent  fpecies  of  fhip  timber,  lie  along  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Ghaut  mountains, 
and  other  contiguous  ridges  of  hills,  on  the  north-e-ft  of  B?.fl*een  ;  the  numerous 
rivulets  that  dtfeend  from  them,  affording  water  carriage  for  the  timber.  Ships  of 
forty  years  old,  and  upwards,  are  common  in  the  Indian  feas,  while  ftiips  built  in  En- 
rope  are  ruined  there  in  five  years.  The  Spaniards  build  capital  /hips  in  their  foreign 
fettlements.  The  Eaft  India  company  have  at  prefent  (1792)  on  her  fourth  voyage,  a 
Teek  fhip  ;  which  has  wintered  in  England.  Biifah,  which  is  almott  in  the  centre  of 
India,  affords  tobicco  of  the  moil  delicate  kind,  throughout  that  whole  region*. 

Inhabitants.]  The  inhabitants  in  this  part  of  India  are  blacker  than  thofe  of  the 
other  peninfula,  though  the  latter  lie  nearer  to  the  equator. 

Provinces,  and  cities.]  Madura  begins  at  Cape  Comorin,  the  fouthernmoft  point 
of  the  per.infula.  It  is  about  the  extent  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  governed  by  a  fovereign  king,  who  had  under  him  feventy  tributary  princes, 
each  of  them  independent  in  his  own  dominions,  but  paying  him  a  tax.  At  prefent, 
the  prince  of  the  country  is  fcarcely  able  to  protect  himfelf  and  his  people  from  the  de- 
predations of  his  neighbours,  but,  by  a  tribute,  buys  them  off.  The  capital  is 
Trkhinopoly.  The  chief  vr.lue  of  this  kingdom  feems  to  confift  in  a  pearl  fifhery  up- 
on its  coaft.  Tanjore  is  a  little  kingdom,  lying  to  the  eaft  of  Madui a.  The  foil  is  fer- 
tile, and  its  prince  was  rich,  till  plundered  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  fome  Britifh 
fubjects  connected  with  him.  Within  it  lies  the  Danifh  fettlem^nt  of  1' ran  que  bar, 
and  the  fortrefs  of  Negapatam,  which  was  taken  from  the  Dutch  in  the  Irft  war,  and 
confirmed  to  the  Englifh  by  the  late  treaty  of  peace.  The  capital  city  is  Tanjore,  go- 
verned by  the  rajah,  under  the  Englifh  protection. 

The  Carnatic  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  bay  of  Bengal,  on  the  north  by  the 
river  Kiftna,  which  divides  it  from  Go.'conda  ;  on  the  weft  by  Vifapur,  or  Vifiapour, 
and,  on  the  fouth,  by  the  kingdoms  of  MefTaur  and  Tanjore  ;  being  in  length  from 
fouth  to  north  about  three   hundred  and  forty  five  miles.     If  Tanjore,    Marrawar, 

*  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  whether  tobacco  came  mer,  that  it  is  not  regarded  as  a  newplant.  It  is  there  term 

W-igmaU/  from  Asia  or  America.     It  was  possibly  indige-  ed  Tami.-a  patra ;  that  is,  the  copper,  or  copper  coloured 

nous  to  both  continents.     It  is  universal  over  Indostan  and  leaf. 
Ciiina  i  and  appears  to  have  been  in  use  so  long  in  the  for- 
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Trichinopo'y,  Madura,  and  Tinevelly  be  included,  and  they  are  all  appendages  of  the 
Carnatic,  the  length  of  it  from  north  to  fouth  is  five  hundred  and  feventy  miles,  but 
it  is  no  where  more  than  one  hundred  and  ten  wide,  and  for  the  molt  part  no  more 
than  eighty.  The  capital  of  the  Carnatic  is  Bifnagar.  The  dominions  of  the  nabob 
cf  Arcct  commence  on  the  fouth  of  the  Guntoo  circar,  and  extend  along  the  whole 
coaft  of  Coromandel  to  Cape  Comorin.  The  country  in  general  is  efteemed  health- 
ful, and  fertile.  Within  this  country,  upon  the  Coromandel  coaft,  lies  fort  St. 
David's  or  Cuddalore,  belonging  to  the  Eng'ifh,  with  a  diftrkt  round  it.  The  fort  is 
ftrong  and  of  importance  to  the  Britifh  commerce.  Five  leagues  to  the  north  lies 
Pondicherry,  the  emporium  of  the  French  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  hath  been  re- 
peatedly taken  by  the  Englifh,  and  as  often  reftored  by  treaties  of  peace. 

Fort  St.  George,  or  Madras,  is  the  capital  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  company's 
dominions  in  that  part  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  is  diftant  eaftward  from  London  about 
four  thoufand  eight  hundred  miles.  Great  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  fituation 
of  this  fort  ■,  but  no  efforts  have  been  fpared,  by  the  company,  to  render  it  impreg- 
nabk  by  any  force  that  can  be  brought  againft  it  by  the  natives.  It  protects  two  towns, 
called,  from  the  complexion  of  their  feverat  inhabitants,  the  White  and  the  Black. 
The  White  Town  is  fortified,  and  contains  an  Englifh  corporation  of  a  mayor  and 
aldermen.  Nothing  has  been  omitted  to  remove  the  natural  badnefs  of  its  fuuation. 
The  diamond  mines  are  but  a  week's  journey  diftant.  Thefe  mines  are  under  the 
direction  of  a  mogul  officer,  who  lets  them  out  by  admeafurement,  enclofing  the  con- 
tents by  pallifadoes ;  all  diauonds,  above  a  certain  weight  originally  belonged  to 
the  emperor.  The  riifuiet,  belonging  to  Madras,  does  not  extend  much  more  than 
forty  miles  round,  and  is  of  little  value  for  its  product.  Eighty  thoufand  inhabitants, 
of  various  nations,  are  faid  to  be  dependent  upon  Madras  •,  but  its  faftty  conf  fts  in 
the  fuperiority  of  the  Englifh  by  fea.  It  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  China, 
Perfia,  and  Mocha. 

Golconda  is  fubject  to  the  Nizam,  or  the  foubah  of  the  Decan,  who  is  rich,  and 
can  raife  one  hundred  thoufand  men.  The  famous  diamond  mine,  Raolconda,  is  in 
this  province.  The  capital  of  the  Nizam's  dominions  is  calkd  Bagnager,  or  Hydera- 
bad ;  but  the  kingdom  takes  its  name  from  the  city  of  Golconda,  and  comprises  the 
eaftern  part  of  Dowletabad.  Eaft  fouth- eaft  of  Golconda,  lies  Mafulipatam,  where  the 
Englifh  and  Dutch  have  factories.  The  Englifh  have  alfo  factories  at  Ganjam  and 
Vifawapatam,  on  this  coaft  v  and  the  Dutch  at  Narfipore.  The  province  of  OrifTa 
lies  to  the  north  of  Golconda,  extending,  in  length,  from  eaft  to  weft,  about  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  and  in  breadth,  about  two  hundred  and  fcrty.  In  this  province 
ftands  the  temple  of  Jagerjuut,  which,  they  fay,  is  attended  by  five  hundred  priefts. 
The  idol  is  an  irregular  pyramidical  black  ftone,  of  about  four  or  five  hundred  pounds 
weight,  with  two  rich  diamonds  near  the  top,  to  reprefent  eyes,  and  the  nofe  and 
mouth  painted  with  vermilion. 

Major  Rennell  obferves,  that  there  is  a  defert  between  the  known  parts  of  Berar, 
Golconda,  OrifTa,  and  the  northern  circars,  three  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  in  breadth.  The  Englifh  poffeffions  in  the  northern  circars  extend 
only  feventy  miles  by  land;  and,  in  fome  places,  not  more  than  thirty,  which  forms 
a  flip  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  bounded,  towards  the  continent,  by 
a  ridge  of  mountains.  Within  thefe,  and  towards  Berar,  is  an  extenfive  tract  of 
woody  and  mountainous  country,  with  which  the  adjacent  provinces  appear  to  have 
fcarcely  any  communication.  Though  furrounded  by  people  highly  civilized,  and 
who  abound  in  ufeful  manufactures,  it  is  faid,  that  the  few  fpecimens  of  the  miferable 
inhabitants  of  this  tract,  who  have  appeared  in  the  circars,  ufe  no  covering  but  a  wifp 
of  ftraw.  This  wild  country  extends  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles,  and  the  firft 
civilized  people  beyond  them  are  the  Berar  Marattas.^ 


The  PENINSULA  within  the  Ganges.  121 

The  country  of  the  Decan*  comprehends  feveral  large  provinces,  and  fome  king- 
doms j  particularly  thofe  of  Baglana,  Balagate,  Telenga,  and  the  kingdom  of  Vifia* 
pour.  The  names,  dependencies,  and  governments  of  thofe  provinces,  are  extremely 
unfettled ;  and  fince  their  reduction  by  Aurengzebe,  or  his  father,  they  have 
been  fubject  to  almoft  annual  revolutions  and  alterations.  Modern  geographers  are  not 
agreed  upon  their  exact  fituation  and  extent  ;  but,  by  the  affiftance  of  major  Ren- 
nell's  late  Memoirs  of  a  map  of  Indoftan,  and  his  new  drawings,  there  is  here  inferted 
a  new  map  of  the  country,  which  we  hope  will  be  found  clear  and  accurate.  The  prin- 
cipal towns  are,  Aurungabad,  and  Doltabad,  or  Dowlatabad  ;  the  latter  is  the  ftrong- 
eft  place  in  all  Indoftan.  Near  it  ftands  the  famous  pagoda  of  Elora,  in  a  plain  of  about 
two  leagues  fquare.  The  tombs,  chapels,  temples,  pillars,  and  many  thoufand  figures 
that  furround  it,  are  faid  to  be  cut  out  of  the  natural  rock,  and  to  furpafs  all  the  other 
efforts  of  human  art.  Telenga  lies  on  the  eaft  ofGolconda,  and  its  capital,  Beder, 
contains  a  garrifon  of  three  thoufand  men.  The  inhabitants  of  this  province  fpeak  a 
language  peculiar  to  themfe'.ves. 

Guzerat  is  a  maritime  province  on  the  gulf  of  Cambaya,  and  one  of  the  fineft  in 
India,  but  inhabited  by  a  fierce,  rapacious  people.  It  is  faid  to  contain  thirty-five  ci- 
ties. Amedabab  is  the  capital  of  the  province,  where  there  is  an  Englifti  factory,  and 
is  faid,  in  wealth,  to  vie  with  the  richeft  towns  in  Europe.  About  forty-three 
French  leagues  diftant  lies  Surat,  where  the  Englifh  have  a  flourifhing  factory. 

Vifiapour  is  a  large  province  ;  the  weftern  part  is  called  Konkan,  which  is  intermingled 
with  the  Portuguefe  poffeffions.  The  rajah  of  Vifiapour  is  faid  to  have  had  a  yearly 
revenue  of  fix  millions  fterling,  and  to  have  brought  into  the  field  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  foldiers.  The  capital  is  of  the  fame  name,  and  the  country  very  fruit- 
ful. The  principal  places  on  this  coaft  are,  Daman,  Baffaim,  Trapor,  or  Tarapor, 
Chawl,  Dandi-Rajahpur,  Dabul-Rajahpur,  Gheriah,  and  Vingoila.  The  Portuguefe 
have  loft  feveral  valuable  pofleflions  on  this  coaft,  and  thofe  which  remain,  are  on  the 
decline.  < 

Among  the  iflands,  lying  upon  the  fame  coaft,  is  that  of  Bombay,  belonging  to  the 
Englifh  Eaft  India  company.  Its  harbour  can  conveniently  contain  one  thoufand  fhips 
at  anchor.  The  ifland  itfelf  is  about  feven  miles  in  length,  and  twenty  in  circumference; 
but  its  fituation  and  harbour  are  its  chief  recommendations,  for  it  is  deftitute  of  al- 
moft all  the  eonveniencies  of  life.  The  town  is  about  a  mile  long,  and  poorly  built  •, 
and  the  climate  was  fatal  to  Englifh  conftitutions,  till  experience,  caution,  and  tempe- 
rance, taught  them  prefervatives  againft  its  unwholefomenefs  •,  the  beft  water  there, 
is  preferved  in  tanks,  which  receive  it  in  the  rainy  feafons.  The  fort  is  a  regular  qua- 
drangle, and  well  built  of  ftone.  Many  black  merchants  refide  here.  This  ifland  was 
part  of  the  portion  paid  with  the  infanta  of  Portugal  to  Charles  II.  who  gave  it  to 
the  Eaft  India  company  •,  and  the  ifland  is  (till  divided  into  three  Roman  catholic 
parifhes,  inhabited  by  Portuguefe,  and  what  are  called  Roman  catholic  Meftizos 
and  Canarins  ;  the  former  being  a  mixed  breed  of  the  natives  and  Portuguefe,  and 
the  other  aborigines  of  the  country.  The  Englifh  have  fallen  upon  methods  to  ren- 
der this  ifland  and  town,  under  all  their  difadvantages,  a  fafe,  if  not  an  agreeable  re- 
fidence.  The  troops  on  the  ifland  are  commanded  by  Englifh  officers  ;  and  the  na- 
tives, when  formed  into  regular  companies,  and  difciplined,  are  here,  and  all  over 
the  Eaft  Indies,  called  feapoys.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  amount  to  near  fixty 
thoufand,  of  different  nations;  each  of  whom  enjoys  the  practice  of  his  religion, 
unmolsfted.    Here,  befides  Europeans  of  all  countries,  we  meet  with  Turks,  Perfians, 

*  The   name  of  decan  signifies  the  south,  and,    in  its  the   Carnatic,  and  Orissa  ;  that  is,  the  provinces  of  Can- 
niest extensive  signification,  includes  the  whole  peninsula  deith,  Amednagur,  Visiapour,  and  Orissa.  XtnncU'i  Intra* 
smith  of  Indostan  Proper.     In  its  ordinary  acceptation,  it  duction  to  his  Meineif  of  hie  Map  of  Indwtan,  p.  cxii. 
weans  only  the  countries  situated  betweeu  Indosun  Proper, 
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Arabians,  Armenians,  a  mixed  race,  defcended  from  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  outcafts 
from  the  Gentoo  religion,  and  alfo  captives  that  are  flaves  to  every  other  tribe.  The 
Turks  that  refort  to  this  place,  on  account  of  trade,  are,  like  the  reft  of  their  coun- 
trymen, ftately,  grave,  and  referved.  The  Perfians  are  more  gay,  lively,  andconverfi- 
ble.  The  Armenians  are  generally  agreeable  in  their  features,  mild  in  their  tempers, 
and,  in  their  nature,  kind  and  beneficent.     They  are  a  feet  of  chriftians. 

Near  Bombay  are  feveral  other  iflands,  one  of  which,  called  Elephanta,  contains 
the  moft  inexplicable  antiquity  perhaps  in  the  world.  A  figure  of  an  elephant,  of 
the  natural  fize,  cut  coarfely  in  ftone,  prefents  itfelf  on  the  landing-place,  near  the 
bottom  of  a  mountain.  An  eafy  flope  then  leads  to  a  ftupendous  temple,  hewn  out 
of  the  folid  rock,  eighty  or  ninety  feet  long,  and  forty  broad.  The  roof,  which  is 
cut  flat,  is  fupported  by  regular  rows  of  pillars,  about  ten  feet  high,  with  capitals, 
refembling  round  cuftiions,  as  if  prefled  by  the  weight  of  the  incumbent  mountain. 
At  the  farther  end  are  three  gigantic  figures,  which  have  been  mutilated  by  the 
blind  zeal  of  the  Portuguefe.  Befide  the  temple,  are  various  images,  and  groupes  on 
each  hand,  cut  in  the  ftone  ;  one  of  the  latter  bearing  a  rude  refemblance  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Solomon  •,  alfo  a  colonnade,  with  a  door  of  regular  architecture  ;  but  the 
whole  bears  no  manner  of  refemblance  to  any  of  the  Gentoo  works. 

The  ifland  and  city  of  Goa,  the  capital  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  lie  about  thirty  miles  fouth  of  Vingorla.  The  ifland  is  about  twenty-feven 
miles  in  compafs.  It  has  one  of  the  fineft  and  beft  fortified  ports  in  the  Indies.  This 
was  formerly  a  moft  fuperb  fettlement,  furpaffed  in  bulk  or  beauty  by  few  of  the 
European  cities.  It  is  the  refidence  of  a  captain-general  fent  from  Portugal,  who  lives 
in  great  fplendor.  The  city  ftands  upon  the  banks  of  a  river  of  the  fame  name, 
about  twelve  miles  diftant  from  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  ;  the  view  up  this  river 
is  truly  delightful,  the  banks  on  either  fide  are  adorned  with  churches  and  country 
feats  of  the  Portuguefe,  interfperfed  with  groves  and  vallies.  The  river  has  feveral 
pleafino-  openings  as  it  winds  along  ;  its  banks  are  low,  but  the  hills  behind  rife  to  an 
amazing  height,  and  add  grandeur  to  the  fpectacle,  greatly  tending  alfo  to  beautify 
the  profpeft.  The  city  of  Goa  itfelf  is  adorned  with  many  fine  churches,  magnificent- 
ly decorated  •,  and  has  feveral  handfome  convents  ;  the  church  of  St.  Auguftine  is 
a  noble  ftrufture,  and  is  adorned  in  the  infide  by  many  fine  pictures.  It  ftands  on  the 
top  of  a  hill,  from  whence  there  is  an  extenfive  view  of  the  city  and  adjacent  coun- 
try. The  body  of  this  church  is  fpacious,  and  the  grand  altar-piece  finifhed  in  the 
moft  elegant  ftyle. 

There  was  formerly  an  inquifition  at  this  place,  but  it  is  now  abolifhed.  The  rich 
peninfula  of  Salvett  is  dependent  on  Goa.  Sunda  lies  fouth  of  the  Portuguefe  territo- 
ries, and  is  governed  by  a  rajah,  tributary  to  the  Mogul. 

Canoree  lies  about  forty  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Goa,  and  reaches  to  Calicut.  Its  foil  is 
famous  for  producing  rice,  that  fupplies  many  parts  of  Europe,  and  of  the  Eaft  Indies. 
Hyder  Ali  took  many  of  its  chief  places,  obtained  great  advantages  over  the  com- 
pany's troops,  and  brought  his  forces  to  the  gates  of  Madras,  but  died  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  war. 

The  dominions  of  Tipoo  Saib,  fon  of  Hyder  Ali,  comprehended,  before  the 
war  of  1790,  the  provinces  df  Myfore,  Bednore,  Zaimbetore,  Zanaree,  and  Dindi- 
gal,  befides  his  acquifitions  to  the  northward  from  the  Marattas  ;  they  were  at  leaft 
four  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  in  the  breadth  from  two  hundred  and  ninety  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty. 

Though  Malabar  gives  name  to  the  whole  fouth- weft  coaft  of  the  peninfula,  yet  it 
is  confined  at  prefent  to  the  country  fo  called,  lying  on  the  weft  of  Cape  Comorin, 
and  called  the  dominions  of  the  Samorin.  The  Malabar  language,  however,  is  com- 
mon in  the  Carnatic ;  and  the  country  itfelf  is  rich  and  fertile,  but  peftered  with 
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green  adders,  whofe  poifon  is  incurable.  The  mod  remarkable  places  in  Malabar, 
are  Cranganore,  already  mentioned,  containing  a  Dutch  factory  and  fort ;  and  Tel- 
licherry,  where  the  Englim  have  a  fmall  fettlement,  keeping  a  conftant  garrifon  of 
one  batallion  of  feapoys,  a  company  of  artillery,  and  fometimes  a  company  of  Eu- 
ropean infantry  ;  they  are  alfo  able  to  raife  about  three  thoufand  native  militia.  The 
view  of  the  country  round  Tellicherry  is  very  pleafant,  confirming  of  irregular  hills 
and  vallies.  Tellicherry  is  efteemed,  by  all  who  refide  there,  to  be  one  of  the  healthi- 
eft  places  in  India.  It  is  much  reforted  to  by  convalefcents.  The  pepper-vine  grows 
in  a  curious  manner,  and  fomething  fimilar  to  the  grape.  The  pepper  on  it,  when 
fit  to  gather,  appears  in  fmall  bunches  -,  it  is  in  fize  fomething  larger  than  the  head 
of  a  fmall  pea-,  pepper,  however,  is  brought  from  fo  me  diftance in  the  country. 
Tellicherry  produces  the  coffee-tree.  At  Calicut  the  French  and  Portuguefe  have  fmall 
factories,  befide  various  other  diftinct  territories  and  cities.  '  Cape  Comorin,  which 
is  thefouthernmoft  part  of  this  peninfula,  though  not  above  three  leagues  in  extent, 
is  famous  for  uniting,  in  the  fame  garden,  the  two  feafons  of  the  year  j  the  trees  be- 
ing loaded  with  bloflbms  and  fruit  on  the  one  fide,  while  on  the  other  fide  they  are 
ftrippedof  all  their  leaves.  This  phenomenon  is  owing  to  a  ridge  of  mountains  which 
traverfe  the  whole  of  the  peninfula  from  fouth  to  north.  On  the  oppofite  fides  of  the 
Cape,  the  winds  are  conftantly  at  variance,  blowing  from  the  weft  on  the  weft  fide, 
and  from  the  eaft  on  the  eaftern  fide. 

In  the  diftrict  of  Cochin,  within  Malabar,  there  were  fome  thoufands  of  Jews. 

We  fhall  now  lay  before  our  readers,  as  exactly  as  poftible,  the  prefent  divifon  of 
Indoftan. 

The  principal  divifions  of  this  country,  as  they  ftood  in  1782,  were  as  follow, 
viz.  The  Britifh  poiTeflions  ■,  ftates  in  alliance  with  Britain  ;  Tipoo  Saib's  territories  ; 
Maratta  ftates  and  their  tributaries  ;  and  the  territories  of  the  foubah  of  the 
Decan. 

British    possessions. 

The  Britifh  poflefiions  confift  of  three  diftinct  governments,  viz. 

GovernmentofCalcutta    f?e"§a'S^h  \       f,    r 

or  Bengal,  1  gahar  SucbaJ  -  \°n  the  Ganges- 
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Northern  Circars  00  the  coaft  of  Orifia. 

fTheJaghire  ~) 

Government  of  j  Territory  of  Cuddalore  i  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 

Madras,  j of  Devicotta    f 

I1"  ofNegapatamj 

Government  of  Bombay,  on  the  gulf  of  Cambry. 

The  capital  and  feat  of  adminiftration,  in  the  fecond  of  thefe  governments,  is  Ma- 
dras, or  fort  St.  George.  It  is  ill-fituated,  without  a  harbour,  and  badly  fortified,  yeC 
contains  upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.  Fort  St.  David,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Cuddalore,  is  rich,  flouriftiing,  and  contains  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants.  Ma- 
fulipatam,  in  the  northern  Circars,  at  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Kiftna,  was  former- 
ly the  moft  flouriftiing  and  commercial  city  on  this  coaft,  and,  though  much  declined 
is  ftill  confiderable. 

The  four  northern  Circars  are  defended  in-land  by  a  ftrong  barrier  of  mountains 
and  extenfive  forefts,  beyond  which  the  country  is  totally  unknown  for  a  confidera- 
ble fpace. 
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The  government  of  Bombay  is  watered  by  the  Tapee  and  Nerbudda.  Its  cap  ital 
and  feat  of  government  is  Bombay,  in  a  fmall  ifland  and  an  unhealthy  fituation  •,  but 
it  is  well  fortified  and  has  a  fine  harbour.  Surat  on  the  Tapee,  which  forms  an  indif- 
ferent port,  is  one  of  the  moft  rich  and  commercial  cities  in  Indoftan.  Tellicherry, 
on  the  Malabar  coaft,  is  dependent  on  Bombay. 

ALLIES  of  the  BRITISH, 

Dominions  of  the  Nabob/  Fyzabad, 
ofOude.  LLucknow, 

"Arcot,    on  the  Paliar,    is  the  capital,  though  the  nabob 

ufually  refides  at  Madras. 
Gingee,  the  ftrongeft  Indian  fortrefs  in  the  Carnatic. 
Trinchinopoly,  near  the  Caveri,  well  fortified  in  the  Indian 

manner,    was  rich  and  populous,   containing  near  four 

hundred  thoufand  inhabitants  •,   now  almoft  ruined  by  ths 

numerous  fieges  it  has  fuftained. 
Seringham  Pagoda,  in  an  ifland  of  the  Caveri,  famous  in 

Indoftan  for  its  fanctity. 
Chandegeri,    the  ancient  capital  of  the  empire  of  Nar- 

zingua,  formerly  rich  and  powerful,  and  populous  }  near 

it  is  the  famous  pagoda  of  Tripetti.   The  offerings  of  the 

numerous   pilgrims  who  refort  hither,  bring  in  an  ljny. 

menfe  revenue. 
Tanjore,  Madura,  and  Tinivelly,   are  the  capitals  of  final) 

ftates  of  the  fame  name,  which,  with  Marawar,  are  de-» 

pendent  on  the  nabob  of  Arcot. 

Amedabat? 
Cambay. 


Dominions  of  the  nabob 
of  Arcot,  comprehend- 
ing the  eaftern  part  on-  ■ 
ly  of  the  ancient  Car 
natic. 


Territory  of  Futty  Sing 
Guicker,   in  the  Sou-" 
bah  of  Guzera\ 


Territory  of  the  rajah  C  ~      ..  1  t    ..  j  r    ..    /• 

of  Ghod  /  Gwalior,  a  celebrated  fortrefs. 

TIPOOSAIB's  TERRITORIES,    previous    to  th* 

WAR  OF   1  79O. 


Provinces. 
Kingdom  of  Myfore  — 
Bednore  — -  —  — 
Canara  —  —  — 
Part  of  Malabar  Proper  - 


Chief  Towns. 
Seringapatam  on  the  Caveri 
Bednore,  or  Hyder  Nuggar 

Mangalore 

Calicut. 


MARATTA  STATES  and  their  TRIBUTARIES. 

This  extenfive  country  is  divided  among  a  number  of  chiefs  or  princes. 

Southern    Poonah    Ma-  f 
rattas,  are  naturally  ftrong,  j  Satara,  the  nominal  capital  of  the  Maratta  ftates 
being     interfected    by  the  <{      Paiftiwa  at  prefent  refides  at  Poonah. 
various     branches    of    the  I  Aurungabad,    Amednagur,  and  Vifiapour,  are  in  hi* 
Ghauts.  (_     territories. 

The  Concan,  or  tract  between  the  Ghauts  and  jhe  fea,  was  fubject  to  the  pirate  Aa- 


the 


Berar   Marattas,    their 
country  is  very  little  known  < 
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gria,  and  his  fucceffors,  whofe  capital  was  the  ftrong  fortrefsof  Gheria,  taken  by  the 
Englifh  and  Marattas  in  1755. 

fNagpour  is  the  capital. 
Balaflbre  has  confiderahle  trade. 

Cuttack  on  the  Mahanada,  an  important  poft,  which  ren- 
ders this  nation  a  formidable  enemy  to  fhe  Britifh,   as 
to  Europeans.  it  cuts  off  the  communication  between  the  govern- 

[_     ments  of  Bengal  and  Madras. 
Northern  Poonah  Marat- ^ 
tas,  governed  at  prefent  by  j 

Scindia,  Holbar,  and  fome  j>  Ougein,  the  refidence  of  Scindia. 
other  lefs  confiderable  prin-  [ 
ces.  J 

bahTofrthe0deca°n.  ^   **"  }  H^abad  is  the  <M^ 

Country  of  the  Abdalli.  This  government,  which  includes  the  foubah  of  Cabul, 
and  the  neigbouring  parts  of  Perfia,  was  formed  by  Abdalla,  one  of  the  generals  of 
Thamas  Kouli  Khan,  when,  on  the  death  of  that  ufurper,  his  empire  was  difmem- 
beied  ;  its  capital  is  Candahar. 

Country  of  the  Seiks.  They  are  faid  toconfift  of  a  number  of  fmall  flates  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,   but  united  by  a  federal  union. 

Country  of  the  Jaits  or  Getes,  very  little  known  to  Europeans. 

Country  of  Zabeda  Cawn.  an  Afghan  Rohilla. 

Territory  of  Agra  on  the  Jumna. 

Ferrukabad,  or  country  of  the  Patan  Rohillas,  on  the  Ganges,  furrounded  by  the 
dominions  of  Oude. 

Bunddcund. 

Travancore,  near  Cape  Comorin. 
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Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

iTf*  13°°>etween(4+  *rAA  ?°  eaft  ,lo1nBJtuJe- \     800,000, 
Breadth  1100/  X25  and  44  north  latitude./      ow^^^» 

Boundaries  A /T9D^N  P^rfiais  bounded  by  the  mountains  of  Ararat,  or 
XyJ[Uaghiitan,  which  divide  it  from  Circaffian  Tartary,  on  the 
north-weft-,  by  the  Cafpianfea,  which  divides  it  from  Ruffia,  on  the  north  ;  by  the 
liver  Oxus,  whi.h  divides  it  from  Ufbec  Tartary,  on  the  north  eaft  ;  by  India,  on 
the  eaft  ;  by  the  Indian  ocean,  and  the  gulfs  of  Perfia  and  Ormus,  onthefouth;  and 
by  Arabia  and  Turkty,  on  the  weft. 

This  kingdom  is  divided  into  the  following  provinces  •,  on  the  frontiers  of  India 
are  Chorafan,  part  of  the  ancient  Hyrcania,  including  Herat  and  Efterabad ;  Sa- 
bleuftan,  including  the  ancient  Bad  riana  and  Candahor  j    and  Sigiftan.  the  ancient 
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Drangiana.  The  fouthern  divifhn  contains  M ikeran,  the  ancient  Gedroffia,  and 
Farfiftan,  the  ancient  Perfia.  The  fouth-weft  divinon,  on  the  frontiers  of  Turkey, 
contains  the  provinces  of  Chufiftan,  the  ancient  Sufiana,  and  Irac-Agem,  the  an- 
cient Parthia.  The  north-weft  divifion,  lying  between  the  Cafpian  fea  and  the  fron- 
tiers of  Turkey  in  Afu,  contains  the  provinces  of  Aderbeitzen,  the  ancient  Media ; 
Gangea,  Daghiftan,  part  of  the  ancient  Iberia  and  Colchis  ;  Ghilan,  part  of  the  an- 
cient Hyrcania  ;   Shirvan,  and  Mazanderan. 

Air.]  Thofe  countries  which  border  upon  Caucafus,  Daghiftan,  and  the  moun- 
tains near  the  Cafpian  fea,  are  cold  ;  as  thefe  a  jjacent  mountains  are  commonly  co- 
vered with  fnow.  The  air,  in  the  midland  provinces  of  Perfia,  is  ferene  and  pure, 
but  in  the  fouthern  provinces,  it  is  hot,  and  fometimes  communicates  noxious  b'aits 
to  the  midland  parts. 

Soil,  vegetable  and-1       Thefe  vary  like  the  air.    Towards  Tartary  and  the  Cafi- 

animal  productions.  J  pian  fea,  the  foil  is  far  from  being  luxuriant,  but  with  cul- 
ttvauon  it  might  produce  abundance  of  corn,  and  fruits.  South  of  mount  Taurus, 
the  f-rtility  of  the  count,  y,  in  corn,  fruit's,  wine,  and  other  luxuries  of  life,  is  equal- 
led by  few  others.  It  produces  wine  and  oil  in  plenty  •,  fena,  rhubsrH,  and  the  fineft 
of  drugs.  The  fruits  are  delicious,  efpecially  the  dates,  oranges,  piftachio  nuts,  me- 
lons, cucumbers,  and  garden- ftuff.  There  are  vaft  quantities  of  excellent  filk  ;  and 
the  gulf  of  Baflbra  formerly  fupplied  great  part  of  Europe  and  Aiia  with  very  fine 
pearls.  Some  parts  near  Ifpahan  produce  almoft  all  the  flowers  that  are  valued  in  Eu» 
rope  •,  and  from  force  of  them,  the  rofes  efpeciaHy,  are  extracted  wafers  of  a  filubri- 
ous  and  odorific  kind,  which  form  a  gainful  article  in  trade.  In  fhort,  the  fruits,  veT 
getables,  and  flowers  of  Perfia,  are  of  a  moil  exalted  flavour  •,  and  had  the  natives  the 
art  of  horticulture  to  as  great  perfection  as  fome  nations  in  Europe,  by  tranfplantino-, 
ingrafting,  and  other  meliorations,  they  would  add  greatly  to  the  natural  riches  of  the 
country.  The  Perfian  aflafoetida  flows  from  a  plant  called  hiltot,  and  turns  into  a  gum. 
Some  of  it  is  white,  and  fome  black  •,  but  the  former  is  fo  much  valued,  that  the 
natives  make  very  rich  fauce  of  it,  and  fometimes  eat  it  as  a  rarity. 

Ko  place  in  the  world  produces  the  necefiaries  of  life  in  greater  abundance  and 
perfection  than  the  valley  of  Shirauz  •,  nor  is  there  a  more  delightful  fpot  in  nature 
to  be  conceived,  either  for  the  falubrky  of  the  air,  or  for  the  profufion  of  whatever 
is  neceffary  to  render  life  comfortable  and  agreeabK  Thfe  fields  yield  plenty  of  rice, 
wheat  and  barley,  which  the  farmers  generally  begin  to  reap  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  by  the  middle  of  July,  the  harveft  is  completed.  Moil  of  the  European  fruits 
are  produced  here,  and  many  of  them  are  fupe:  ior  in  fize  and  fl  ivour  to  what  can  be 
railed  in  Europe,  particularly  the  apricot  and  grape.  Of  the  grapes  of  Shirauz, 
there  are  feveraj  forts,  all  of  them  very  good,  but  two  or  three  more  particularly 
fo  than  the  reft-,  the  large  white  grape  is  extremely,  lufcious  to  the  tafte  ;  the  fmall 
white  grape,  as  fweet  as  fugar  ;  and  of  the  black  grape,  the  clebrated  wine  of  Shi. 
rauz  is  made.  People  who  have  drunk  this  wine,  for  a  fpice  of  time,  feldom  relifh 
any  other,  though  at  the  firft  tafte,  it  is  rather  u'^pleafant  ta  an  European.  It  is  pref- 
led  by  the  Armenians  and  Jews  in  the  months  of  October  and  November,  and  a  vaft 
deal  is  exported  annually  toAbuShehr,  and  other  places,  in  the  Perfian  gulf,  to  fupply 
the  Indian  market.  The  pomegranate  is  excellent  ;  the  Perfi.tns  call  it  the  fruit  of  Pa- 
radif-. 

The  breed  of  horfes,  in  the  province  of  Fars,  is  very  indiff.-rent,  owing  to  the  rum- 
ous  ftate  of  the  country;  but  in  the  province  of  Dufhtiftaan,  lying  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  it  is  remarkably  good.  The  fheep  are  of  a  fuperior  flavour,  owing  to  the  excel- 
lence of  the  pafturage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shirauz,  and  are  alfo  celebrated  for 
the  finenefs  of  their  fleeces.  They  have  tails  of  an  extraordinary  fize  ;  fome  weigh  up- 
wards of  thirty  pounds-,  but  thofe  wheh  are  fold  in  the  markets,  do  not  weigh 
above  fix  or  feven.  In;  oxen  are  l.rge  and  ftrong,  but  beef  is  feldom  eaten  by  the 
natives,  who  confine  themfelves  chiefly  to  mutton  and  fo.vls. 
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Provifions  of  all  kinds  are  v*ry  cheap  •,  and  the  neighbouring  mountains  afford  an 
ample  fupplv  of  fnow  throughout  the  year,  which  is  gathered  on  their  tops,  brought 
in  carts  to  Shjrauz,  and  fold  in  their  markets.  The  price  of  provifions  is  regulated  in 
this  city  with  the  greateft  exattnefs,  by  the  judge  of  the  police,  who  fets  a  fixed  price 
upon  every  article,  and  no  (hop-keeper  dares  to  demand  more,  under  the  penalty  of 
lofing  his  note  and  ears.  By  this  means,  the  pooreft  inhabitants  are  fecured  from  im- 
pofition. 

Mountains. ]  Caucafus  and  Ararat  are  ca'led  the  mountains  of  Dighiftan  ;  the 
van:  collection  of  mountains  called  Taurus,  an  J  their  divifions,  run  through  the  mid- 
dle of  the  country,   from*  Natolia  to  India. 

Rivers.]  No  country,  of  fo  great  an  extent,  has  fo  few  navigable  rivers  as  P;rfia. 
The  moil  confiierable  are  the  Kur,  anciently  Cyrus;  ana  Aras,  anciently  Arax.-s,  which 
rifes  in  or  near  the  mountains  of  Ararat,  and,  joining  the  Cyprus,  falls  into  the  Caf- 
piaa  Sea.  Some  fmall  rivulets,  falling  from  the  mountains,  water  the  country  ;  but 
their  ftreams  are  fo  inconfiderable,  that  few  or  none  of  them  can  be  navigated  even 
with  boafs.  The  Oxus  can  fcarcely  be  called  a  Perfian  river,  although  it  divides  Perfia 
from  Usbec  Tartary.  Perfia  has  the  river  Indus  on  the  eaft,  and  the  Euphrates  and 
Tigris  on  the  weft. 

Metals  and  minerals.]   Perfia  contains  mines  of  iron,    copper,  lead,  and,  above 
all,  turquoife  (tones,  which  are  found  in  Chorafan.     Sulphur,  faltpetre,  and  antimony,  - 
are  found  in  the  mountains.     Quarries  of  white,  red  an .1  black  marble,  have  alfo  b;en 
difcovered  no  &  Tauris. 

Population,  inhabitants,  man-"}  It  is  imp^ffible  to  fpeak  with  any  certainty 
ners,  customs,  and  diversions.  /  concerning  the  popuhtion  of  a  country  fo 
little  known  as  Perfia.  If  we  are  to  judge  by  the  vaft  armies,  in  modern  as  well  as 
ancient  times,  raife  1  there,  the  numbers  whom  it  contains  muft  be  very  great.  The 
Perfians,  of  bo:h  fexes,  are  generally  handfome.  Their  complexions,  towards  the  fouth, 
are  fomewhat  fwarthy.  The  men  fnave  their  heads  •,  but  they  fuffer  a  lock  to 
grow  on  each  fide,  and  the  hair  to  reach  from  their  chin  up  to  their  temples.  Religi- 
ous p;op!e  wear  long  beards.  Mem  of  rank  and  quality  wear  very  magnificent  tur- 
bans. They  have  a  maxim  to  k:ep  their  heads  very  warm,  fo  that  they  never  pull  off 
their  caps  or  turbans,  out  of  refoeet,  even  to  the  king.  Their  drefs  is  very  fim pie. 
Next  to  their  {kin,  they  wear  calico  (harts  •,  over  them  a  veft,  which  reaches  below  the 
knee,  girt  with  a  fafh  -,  and  over  that  a  loofe  garment  fomewhat  fiaote-r.  The  materials 
of  their  clones,  however,  are  commonly  v^ry  cxpenfive  ;  confuting  of  the  richeft 
furs,  fiiks,  m-iflin,  cottons,  and  the  like  valuable  ft  iffs,  richly  embroidered  with  gold 
and  (ilver,  They  wear  a  kind  of  loofe  boots  on  their  legs,  and  flippers  on  their  feet. 
They  are  fond  of  riding,  and  very  expenfive  in  their  equipages.  They  wear,  at  all 
times,  a  dagger,  in  their  fafh,  and  linen  rrowfiirs.  The  collars  of  their  (hirts  and  clothes 
are  open  j  fo  that  their  drefs  is  better  adapted  for  thepurpofes  of  health  and  activity  than 
the  long  robes  of  the  Turks.  The  drefs  of  the  women  is  not  very  different  ;  and, 
like  that  of  the  men,   is  very  coftly. 

The  Perfians  accuftom  themfelves  to  frequent  ablutions,  which  are  the  more  necefTary, 
as  they  feldom  change  their  linen.  Early  in  the  morning  they  drink  coffee  ;  and  about 
eleven,  go  to  dinner  upon  fruits,  fweatmeats,  and  milk.  Their  chief  meal  is  at  night. 
They  eat,  at  their  repafts,  cakes  of  rice,  and  others  of  wheat  fl  >ur  •,  and,  as  they  ef- 
teem  it  an  abomina'ioQ,  to  cut  either  bread  or  any  kind  of  meat  after  it  is  drefied, 
thefe  cakes  are  made  thin,  that  they  may  be  eafily  broken  with  the  hand  •,  their  meat, 
\yhich  is  generally  mutton,  or  fowls,  is  fo  prepared,  that  they  divide  it  with  their  fin- 
gers. When  the  table  is  fet  in  order  before  them,  they  eat  in  hafte,  and  without  any 
ceremony.  They  yfe  opium,  but  not  in  fuch  excefs  as  the  Turks  •,  nor  are  they  very 
delicate  in  their  entertainments  of  eating  and  drinking.     They  are  great  mailers  of 
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ceremony  towards  their  fuperiors.  They  accomodate  Europeans  who.  vifit  them 
v. irh  ftool?,  that  they  may  not  be  forced  to  fit  crofs-legged.  They  fmoke  tobacco 
through  a  tube  fixed  in  water,  fo  as  to  be  cool  in  the  mouth,  and  when  it  has  been 
prohibited  by  their  princes,  they  have  been  known  to  leave  their  country,  rather 
than  be  debarred  from  that  enjoyment.  The  Perfians  are  fond  of  poetry,  moral  fen- 
tences,  and  hyperbole.  Their  long  wars  and  their  national  revolutions,  have  mingled 
the  native  Perfians  with  foreign  nations.  They  are  pleafing  and  agreeable  in  their 
behaviour. 

The  Perfians,  like  the  Hebrews,  write  from  the  right  to  the  left ;  are  neat  in  thefr 
feals  and  materials  for  writing,  and  wonderfully  expeditious  in  the  art.  The  number  - 
of  people  employed  in  their  manufcripts,  for  no  printing  is  allowed  there,  is  incredi- 
ble. They  are  oftentatious  in  their  equipages  and  dreftes  ;  and,  like  the  Turks,  and 
other  eaftern  nations,  are  je::lous  of  their  women.  They  are  fond  of  mufic,  and  take 
a  pleafure  in  co.iverfing  in  large  companies.  Their  chief  diversions  are  thofe  of  the 
field,  hunting,  hawking,  horfemanfhip,  and  the  exercife  of  arms,  in  all  which  they 
are  very  dexterous.  They  are  fond  of  rope-dancers,  jugglers,  and  fighting  of  wild 
ber.fts  ;  and  privately  play  at  games  of  chance. 

There  are  places  in  Shirauz,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Zoor  Khana,  the  houfe 
of  ft rength  or  exercife,  to  which  the  Peifians  refort  for  the  fake  of  exercifing  them- 
fdves.  Thefe  hcufes  confift  of  one  room,  with  the  floor  funk  about  two  feet  below 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  the  light  and  air  are  admitted  to  the  apartment  by  means 
of  fcveral  fmajl  holes  made  in  the  dome.  In  the  centre  is  a  large  fquare  ter- 
race of  earth,  well  beaten  down,  fmooth  and  even;  and,  on  each  fide,  arefmall 
alcoves,  raifed  about  two  feet  above  the  terrace,  where  the  mulicians  and  fpectators  are 
fiated.  "When  all  the  competitors  are  aftem bled,  which  is  on  every  Friday  morning  by 
day  break,  they  immediately  ftrip  themfelves  to  the  waift  ;  and  each  men  puts 
on  a  pair  of  thick  woolen  drawers,  and  takes  in  his  hards  two  wooden  clubs  of  about 
a  foot  and  a  half  in  length,  and  cut  in  the  fhape  of  a  pear ;  thefe  they  reft:  upon  each 
fhoulder,  and  the  mufic  ftriking  up,  they  move  them  backward  and  forward  with 
great  agility,  ftamping  with  their  feet  at  the  fame  time,  and  {training  every  nerve  till 
they  produce  a  very  profufe  perforation.  After  continuing  this  exercife  about  half 
an  hoar,  upon  a  ftgna!  given,  they  all  leave  off,  quit  their  clubs,  and,  joining  hands  in 
a  circle  begin  to  move  their  feet  very  brifkly  in  unifon  with  the  mufic,  which  is  all 
r  e  v  hi!e  playing  a  lively  tune.  Having  continued  this  for  fome  time,  they  com- 
mence wreftling,  in  which  the  matter  of  the  houfe  is  always  the  challenger  ;  and,  be- 
ing r.ccuft<->m?d  to  the  exercife,  often  proves  conqueror.  The  fpectators  each  pay  mo- 
ney equil  to  the  fixtecnth  part  of  a  dollar,  for  which  they  are  refrefhed  with  to- 
bacco and  coffee.  This  mode  of  exercife  muff,  contribute  to  heaith,  as  well  as  add 
ftrength,  vigour,  and  a  manly  appearance  to  the  frame. 

1  h^  Perfians,  with  refpect  to  outward  behaviour,  are  certainly  the  Parifians  of  the 
eaft.  Whiift  a  rude  and  infolent  demeanor  peculiarly  marks  the  character  of  the  Turk- 
ifh  nation  tcwsids  foreigners  and  chriftiars,  the  behaviour  of  the  Perfians  would,  on 
the  contrary,  do  honour  to  the  moft  civilized  nations.  They  are  kind,  courteous, 
civil,  and  obliging  to  all  ftrangers,  without  being  degraded  by  thofe  religious  preju- 
dices, fo  prevalent  in  every  other  Mahometan  nation.  Thty  are  fond  of  enquiring 
after  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  Europe  ;  and,  in  return,  afford  copious  informa- 
tion with  refptct  to  their  own  country.  The  practice  of  hofpitallity  is,  with  them,  fo 
grand  a  point,  that  a  man  thinks  himfelf  highly  honoured  if  you  will  enter  his  houfe 
and  partake  of  what  the  family  affords  ;  whereas,  going  out  of  a  houfe,  without 
fmoking,  or  taking  any  refrefhment,  is  deemed,  in  Perfia,  a  high  affront  ;  they  fay, 
that  every  meal,  of  which  a  ftranger  partakes  with  them,  brings  a  bleffing  upon  the 
houfe. 
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The  Perfians,  in  their  converfation,  ufe  fuch  extravagant  and  hyperbolical  compli- 
ments on  trifling  occafions,  that  it  would  at  firft  infpirea  ftranger  with  an  idea,  that 
every  inhabitant  of  the  place  was  willing  to  lay  down  his  life,  fhed  his  blood,  or  fpend 
his  money  in  your  fervice  ;  and  this  mode  of  addrefs  is  obferved,  not  only  by  thofe 
of  a  higher  rank,  but  even  among  the  meaneft  artificers.  The  loweft  of  them  will 
make  no  fcruple,  on  vour  arrival,  of  offering  you  the  city  of  Shirauz  as  a  prefent. 
Freedom  of  converfation  is  a  thing  fo  totally  unknown  in  Perfia,as  that  voalh  have  ears, 
is  proverbially  in  the  mouth  of  every  one.  The  fear  of  chains,  which  bind  their  bo- 
dies, has  alfo  enflaved  their  minds. 

In  converfation,  the  Perfians  afpireat  elegance,  and  repeat  verfes  from  the  works 
of  their  moft  favourite  poets,  Hafez,  Sadi,  and  J  ami-,  a  practife  univerfally  prevalent 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  •,  becaufe  thofe  who  have  not  the  advantages  of  read- 
ing and  writing,  are,  by  the  help  of  their  memories,  which  are  very  retentive,  always 
ready  to  bear  their  part  in  converfation.  They  delight  in  jokes  and  quaint  expref- 
fions,  and  are  fond  of  playing  upon  each  other  •,  which  they  fometimes  do  with  great 
elegance  and  irony.  They  always  pay  attention  to  the  perfon  fpeaking,  whom  they 
never  interrupt  on  any  account.  They  are,  in  general  graceful,  and  in  many  re- 
fpecls,  a  handfome  people  ;  their  complexions  are  as  fair  as  thofe  of  fome  Europeans. 

Marriages. J  When  the  parents  of  a  young  man  have  determined  upon  marry- 
ing him,  they  lookout,  amongft  their  kindred  and  acquaintance,  for  a  fuitable  match; 
they  then  go  to  the  houfe  of  the  intended  bride.  If  the  father  of  the  woman  ap- 
proves, he  immediately  orders  fweetmeats  to  be  brought  in,  which  are  taken  as  a  direct 
fign  of  compliance.  After  this,  the  ufual  prefents  on  the  part  of  the  bridegroom  are 
made,  which,  if  the  perfon  be  in  middling  circumftances  generally  confift  of  two  com- 
plete fuits  of  apparel  of  the  beft  fort,  a  ring,  a  looking-glafs,  and  a  fma'I  fum  in 
ready  money,  about  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  to  provide 
for  the  wife  in  cafe  of  divorce.  There  is  alfo  provided  a  quantity  of  houfehold  ftuiF 
of  all  forts,  fuch  as  carpets,  mats,  bedding,  utenftls  for  dreffing  victuals,  &c.  The  con- 
tract is  witneffed  by  the  cadi,  or  magiftrate-  The  wedding-night  being  come,  the 
bride  is  brought  forth,  covered  from  head  to  foot,  in  a  veil  of  red  filk,  or  painted 
muflin  ;  a  horfe  is  then  prelented  for  her  to  mount,  which  is  fent  by  the  bridegroom  ; 
and  when  fhe  is  mounted,  a  large  looking-glafs  is  held  before  her  by  one  of  the  bride- 
maids,  all  the  way  to  the  houfe  of  her  husband,  as  an  admonition  to  her,  that  it  is  the 
laft  time  fhe  will  look  into  the  glafs  as  a  virgin,  being  now  about  to  enter  into  the 
cares  of  the  married  ftate.  The  proceffion  then  fets  forward  in  the  following  order. 
Firft,  the  mufic  and  dancing  girls,  after  which  are  the  prefents  in  trays,  borne 
upon  men's  fhoulders  •,  next  come  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  bridegroom,  all 
fhouting,  and  making  a  great  noife.  Thefe  are  followed  by  the  bride  herfelf,  fourround- 
ed  by  all  her  female  connexions,  one  of  whom  leads  the  horfe  by  the  bridle,  and  fe- 
veral  others,  on  horfeback,  clofe  the  proceffion.  Rejoicings,  upon  this  occafion,  gene- 
rally continue  eight  or  ten  days.  Men  may  marry  for  life,  or  any  determined  time, 
in  Perfia,  as  well  as  through  all  Tartary  •,  and  travellers  or  merchants,  who  intend 
toftay  fome  time  in  any  city,  commonly  apply  to  the  cadi,  or  judge,  for  awife  dur- 
ing the  time  that  they  propofe  to  ftay.  The  cadi,  for  a  ftated  gratuity,  produces  a 
number  of  girls,  whom  he  declares  to  be  honeft,  and  free  from  difeafes  •,  and  he  be- 
comes furety  for  them.  A  gentleman  who  lately  attended  the  Ruffian  embaffy  to 
Perfia  declares,  that  among  thoufands  there  has  not  been  one  inftance  of  their  dif- 
honefty  during  the  lime  agreed  upon. 

Funerals.]  The  funerals  of  the  Perfians  are  conducted  in  a  manner  fimilar  to 
thofe  in  other  Mahometan  countries.  On  the  death  of  a  muffulman,  the  relations, 
and  frfends  of  the  deceafed  affemble,  and  make  loud  lamentations  over  the  body  •, 
after  which  it  is  warned,  laid  out  on   a  bier,  and  carried  to  the   place  of  interment 
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without  the  city  walls,  attended  by  a  prieft,  who  chaunts  pafiages  from  the  Koian 
all  the  wav  to  the  grave.  If  any  mufiulman  mould  chance  to  meet  the  corpfe 
during  his  procefiion,  he  is  obliged,  by  the  precepts  of  his  religion,  to  advance  to  the 
bier,  and  offer  hisafliftance  in  carrying  it  to  the  grave,  crying  out  at  the  fame  time, 
Lab  Illah  III  Lillab  !  There  is  no  God,  but  God.  After  interment,  the  relations  of  the 
deceafed  return  home,  and  the  women  of  the  family  make  a  mixture  of  wheat,  ho- 
ney, and  fpices,  which  they  eat  in  memory  of  the  deceafed,  fending  a  part  of  it  to 
their  friends  and  acquaintance,  that  they  alfo  may  pay  him  a  like  honour. 

Religion.]  The  Perfians  are  Mahometans  of  the  feci:  of  Ali  •,  for  which  reafon 
the  Turks,  who  follow  the  fucceflion  of  Omar  and  Abu-Bekr,  call  them  heretics. 
Their  religion,  in  many  points,  is  blended  with  fome  bramin  fuperftitions.  When 
they  are  taxed  by  the  chriftians  with  drinking  ftrong  liquors,  as  many  of  them  do, 
they  anfwervery  fenfibly,  "  You  chriftians  get  drunk  and  debauched  though  you 
"  know  that  you  are  committing  fins,  which  is  the  very  cafe  with  us."  Having  men. 
tioned  the  bramins,  the  comparifon  between  them  and  the  Perfi&n  guebres  or gattrs, 
who  pretend  to  be  the  difciples  and  fuccefTors  of  the  ancient  magi,  the  followers  of 
Zoroafter,  might  be  worth  a  learned  difquifition.  Both  of  them  held  originally  pure 
and  fimple  ideas  of  a  fupreme  being  •,  but  the  Indian  bramins  and  parfees  accufe  the 
gaurs,  who  ftill  worfhip  fire,  of  having  fenfualifed  thofe  ideas,  and  introduced  an 
evil  principle  into  the  government  oftheworld.  A  comb  uftible  ground,  about  ten 
miles  diftant  from  Baku,  a  city  in  the  north  of  Perfia,  is  the  fcene  of  the  devotions 
of  the  guebres.  This  ground  is  impregnated  with  inflammatory  fubftances.and  contains 
feveral  old  temples-,  in  one  of  which  the  guebres  pretend  to  preferve  the  facred 
flame  of  the  univerfal  fire,  which  rifes  from  the  end  of  a  large  hollow  cane  thruft  in- 
to the  ground,  refembling  a  lamp  burning  with  very  pure  fpirits.  The  Mahometans 
are  the  declared  enemies  of  the  gaurs,  who  were  baniihed  out  of  Perfia  by  Shah  Ab- 
bas.    The  feet  is  faid  to  be  numerous,  though  tolerated  in  very  few  places. 

The  long  wars  between  the  Perfians  and  the  Romans  feem  early  to  have  driven 
the  ancient  chriftians  into  Perfia,  and  the  neighbouring  countries.  Even  to  this  day, 
many  feels  are  found,  that  evidently  have  chriftianity  for  the  ground-work  of  their 
religion.  Some  of  them,  called  Souffees,  who  are  a  kind  of  quietifts,  facrifice  their 
religion,  a  mixture  of  Judaifm  and  Mahometarcifm  ;  and  are  numerous  towards  the 
Perfian  gulf.  The  Armenian  and  Georgian  chriftians  are  very  numerous  in  Perfia. 
1  he  prefent  race  of  Perfians  are  faid  to  be  very  cool  in  their  doctrines  of  Mahomet, 
-  chiefly  to  their  late  wars  with  the  Turks. 
":.  e  Perfians  obferve  the  faft  during  the  month  of  Ramazan,  the  ninth  month 
c  l  the  Mahometan  year,  with  great  ftrictnefs  and  feverity.  About  an  hour  before 
day-Jight  they  eat  a  meal,  and  from  that  time  until  the  next  evening  at  fun-fet,  they 
neither  eat  nor  drink  of  any  thing  whatever.  Their  faft  is  even  Co  rigid,  that  if, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the  fmoke  of  tobacco,  or  the  fmalleft  drop  of  water  reach- 
es uieir  iips,  the  faft  is,  in  confequence,  deemed  broken,  and  of  no  avail;  From  sun- 
fet  to  the  next  morning  they  are  allowed  to  refrefh  themfelves.  This  faft,  when  the 
month  Ratnazi  n  falls  in  the  middle  of  fummer,  as  it  fometimes  mull  do,  the  Maho- 
metan yesy:  being  lunar,  is  extremely  fevere,  efpecially  to  thofe  who  are  obliged,  by 
their  occur  -tion,  to  go  about  during  the  day-time;  and  it  is  rendered  ftill  more  fo, 
as  there  are  fever&l  i.ights  during  its  exiftence,  which  they  are  enjoined  to  fpend  in 
prayer.  1  he  pt t fans  particularly  obferve  two  ;  the  one  being  that  in  which  their 
proj  het  Ali  died  of  a  wound,  which  he  received  from  the  hands  of  an  aflaflin.  The 
©ther  is  the  tv,  eoty-third  night  of  the  month  in  which  they  affirm  that  the  koran  was 
brought  down  front  heav«n. by  the  hands  of  the  angfl  Gabriel,  and  delivered  to 
their  prc^lv.:  iv.ai.emct. 
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*Langita*e.3  It  has  been  difputed  among  the  learned,  whether  the  Arabs  had 
their  language  from  the  Perfians  •,  but  this  chiefly  refts  on  the  great  intermixture 
of  Arabic  words  in  the  Perfian  language,  and  the  decifion  feems  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  Arabs.  The  common  people,  efpecially  towards  the  fouthern  coafts  of  the  Cafpi- 
an  fea,  fpeak  Turkifh  ;  and  the  Arabic  probably  was  introduced  into  Perfia  under 
the  caliphate,  when  learning  flourished  in  thofe  countries.  Many  of  the  learned  Per- 
fians have  written  in  the  Arabic,  and  people  of  quality  have  adopted  it  as  the  mo- 
di(h  language,  as  many  European  nations  do  the  French.  The  pure  Perfic  is  faid 
to  be  fpoken  in  the  fouthern  parts,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Perfian  gulf,  and  in  Ifp^han  ; 
but  many  of  the  provinces  fpeak  a  barbarous  mixture  of  the  1  urkifh,  Ruffian,  and 
other  languages.  Their  pater-nofter  is  of  the  following  tenor.  Ei  Padere  ma  kih  der 
oynoni  ;  pacbafchedtnam  tu  ;  bayayed  padefchahi  tu  \  fchivad  chwaafte  tu  henzjunaaukih  der 
ofman  niz  derzemin  •,  beh  mara  jmrouz  nan  kefaf  rouz  mara  ;  wadargnafar  mar  a  kor.ahan  ma 
zjunankihma  niz  migfarim  orman  mara  ;  wador  ozmajifch  minedazzmara  ;  likin  chalas  kun 
mara  ez  efeherir .   Amen. 

Learning  and  learned  men.]  The  Perfians,  in  ancient  times,  were  famous 
for  both  ;  and  their  poets  were  renowned  throughout  the  eaft.  There  is  a  manufcript 
at  Oxford,  containing  the  lives  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-five  of  the  fineft  Perfian 
poets.  Ferdufi  and  Sadi  were  among  the  moil:  celebrated.  The  former  comprifed 
the  hiftory  of  Perfia  in  a  feries  of  epic  poems,  which  employed  him  for  near  thirty 
years,  and  which  are  faid  to  be  a  monument  ofeaftern  genius  and  learning.  Sadi 
was  a  native  of  Shirauz.  He  flouriflied  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and  wro'e  many  fine 
pieces,  both  in  profe  and  verfe.  Shemfeddin  was  one  of  the  moft  eminent  lyric  po- 
ets that  Afia  has  produced.  Nakhsbeb  wrote,  in  Perfian,  a  book  called  the  4i  Tales  of 
"  a  parrot"  not  unlike  the  Decam;ron  ofBoccace.  Jami  was  a  moft  animated  and 
elegant  poet  who  flourifhed  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  whofe  beau- 
tiful compofitions,  on  a  great  variety  of  fubjects,  are  preferved  at  Oxford,  in  twen- 
ty two  volumes.  Hariri  compofed,  in  a  rich,  elegant,  and  flowery  ftile,  a  moral  work, 
in  fifty  differtations,  on  the  changes  of  fortune,  and  the  various  conditions  of  human 
life,  interfperfed  with  a  number  of  agreeable  adventures,  and  feveral  fine  pieces  of  po- 
etry. 

Of  Hafez,  the  fprightly  and  voluptuous  bard  of  Shirauz,  the  name  and  character 
are  fufficiently  known  to  Orientalifts.  The  moft  powerful  monarchs  of  the  eaft  fought 
in  vain  to  draw  him  from  the  enjoyment  of  literary  retirement,  and  to  purchafe  the 
praifes  of  his  mufe  by  all  the  honours  and  fplendor  of  a  court.  His  works  were  the 
almiration  of  the  jovial  and  the  gay,  and  the  manual  of  myftic  piety  to  the  fuperfti- 
tious  Mahometan,  the  oracle,  which,  like  the  SortesVirgilianx,  determined  the  coun- 
cils of  the  wife,  and  prognosticated  the  fate  of  armies  and  of  ftates.  Seventeen  odes 
have  been  tranflated  into  Englilh  by  Mr.  Nott,  with  which  he  has  publiflied  the  ori- 
ginals, for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  the  ftudy  of  the  Perfian  language. 

The  tomb  of  this  admired  poet  ftands  about  two  miles  diftant  from  the  walls  of 
the  city  of  Shirauz,  on  the  north-eaft  fide.  It  is  placed  in  a  large  garden,  and  under 
the  fliade  of  fome  cyprefs  trees,  of  an  extraordinary  fize  and  beauty  -,  it  is  compo- 
fed of  fine  white  marble  from  Tauris,  eight  feet  in  length  and  four  in  breadth.  This 
was  built  by  Kerim  Khan,  and  covers  the  original  one.  On  the  top  and  fides  of  the 
tomb,  are  felect  pieces  from  the  poet's  own  works,  moft  beautifully  cut  in  the  Per- 
fian Nuftaleek  character.  During  the  fpring  and  fummer  feafons,  the  inhabitants  vifit 
it,  and  amufe  themfelves  with  fmoaking,  playing  at  chefs  and  other  games,  read- 
ing alfo  the  works  of  Hafez,  who  is  in  greater  efteem  with  them  than  any  other  of 
their  poets,  and  they  venerate  him  almoft  to  adoration,  never  fpeaking  of  him  but 
in  the  higheft  terms  of  rapture  and  enthufiafm  ;  a  moft  elegant  copy  of  his  works 
is  always  kept  upon  the  tomb,  for  the  infpection  of  all  who  go  there.       The 
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principal  youth  of  the  city  aflemble  here,  and  fhow  every  poflible  mark  of  refpect  for 
their  favourite  poet,  making  plentiful  libations,  of  the  delicious  wine  of  Shirauz,  to 
his  memory.  Clofe  by  the  garden  runs  the  ftream  of  Roknabad,  fo  celebrated  in  the 
works  of  Hafez,  and,  within  a  fmall  diftance,  thefweet  bower  of  Mofellay. 

At  prefent,  learning  is  at  a  low  ebb  among  the  Perfians.  The  learned  profeffion, 
in  greateft  efteem  among  them,  is  that  of  medicine;  which  is  at  perpetual  variance 
with  aftrology,  becaufe  every  dofe  muft  be  in  the  lucky  hour  fixed  by  the  aftrologer, 
which  often  defeats  the  ends  of  the  prefcription.  Itisfaid,  however,  that  the  Perlian 
phyficians  are  acute  and  fagacious.  Their  drugs  are  excellent,  and  they  are  no  ftran« 
gers  to  the  practices  of  Galen  and  Avicenna.  Add  to  this,  that  the  plague  is  but  lit- 
tle known  in  this  country  •,  many  difeafes  fatal  in  other  places,  are  equally  rare  ;  fuch 
as  the  gout,  the  ftone,  the  fmall- pox,  confumptions,  and  apoplexies.  The  Perfian  prac- 
tice of  phyfic  is  therefore  circumfcribed  ;  and  they  are  very  ignorant  in  furgery,  which 
is  exercifed  bv  barbers,  whofe  chief  occupation  is  in  letting  blood  ;  for  they  truft 
the  healing  of  green  wounds  to  the  excellency  of  the  air,  and  the  good  habit  of  the 
patient's  body. 

Antiquities  and  curiosities,  t  The  monuments  of  antiquity  in  Perfia,  are 
natural  and  artificial.  j  more  celebrated  for  their  magnificence,  and  ex  - 
penfe,  than  their  beauty  or  tafle.  No  more  than  nineteen  columns,  which  formerly" 
belonged  to  the  famous  palace  of  Perfepolis,  are  now  remaining  Each  is  about  fifteen 
feet  high,  and  compofed  of  excellent  Parian  marble.  The  ruins  of  other  ancient  build- 
ing are  found  in  many  parts  of  Perfia,  but  void  of  that  elegance  and  beauty  which 
is  difplayed  in  the  Greek  architecture.  The  tombs  of  the  kings  of  Perfia  are  ftupen- 
dous  works  •,  being  cut  out  of  a  rock,  and  highly  ornamented  with  fculptures.  The 
chief  of  modern  edifices,  is  a  pillar  at  Ifpahan,  fixty  feet  high,  confiding  of  the  fkulls 
of  beafts,  erected  by  Shah  Abbas,  after  the  fuppression  of  a  rebellion.  Abbas  had 
vowed  to  erect  fuch  a  column  of  human  fkulls  ;  but  upon  the  fubmiflion  of  the  re- 
bels, he  performed  his  vow  by  fubftituting  the  others  ;  each  of  the  infurgents  fur- 
nifhing  one. 

The  baths,  near  Gombroon,  work  fuch  cures,  that  they  are  efteemed  among  the  na- 
tural curiofities  of  Perfia.  The  fprings  of  the  famous  Naphtha  near  Baku,  are  men- 
tioned often  in  natural  hiftory  for  their  furprifing  qualities  ;  but  the  chief  of  the  na- 
tural curiofities  in  this  country,  is  the  burning  phenomenon,  and  its  inflammatory 
neighbourhood  already  mentioned  under  the  article  of  religion. 

Houses,  cities,  and  public  edifices.]  The  houfes  of  men  of  quality,  in  Perfia  are 
in  the  fame  tafte  with  thofe  of  the  Afiatic  Turks  already  defcribed.  They  arefeldom 
above  one  ftory  high,  built  of  bricks,  with  flat  roofs  for  walking  on,  and  thick  walls. 
The  hall  is  arched,  the  doors  are  clumfy  and  narrow,  and  the  rooms  have  no  com- 
munication but  with  the  hall  ;  the  kitchens  and  office  houfes  being  built  apart.  Few 
of  them  have  chimnies,  but  a  round  hole  in  the  middle  of  the  room.  Their  furniture 
chiefly  confifts  of  carpets,  and  their  beds  are  two  thick  cotton  quilts,  which  ferve 
them  iikewife  as  coverlids,  with  carpets  under  them, 

Ifpahan  the  capital  of  Perfia,  is  feated  on  a  fine  plain,  within  a  mife  of  the  river 
Zenderhend,  which  fupplies  it  with  water.  It  is  faidto  be  twelve  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence. The  ftreets  are  narrow  and  crooked,  and  the  chief  amufement  of  the  inha- 
bitants is  on  the  flat  roofs  of  their  houfes,  where  they  fpend  their  fummer  evenings  ; 
and  different  families  aflbciate  together.  The  royal  fquare  is  a  third  of  a  mile  in 
length,  and  about  half  as  much  in  breadth  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  the  royal  palace,  with 
the  buildings  and  gardens  belonging  to  it,  is  three  miles  in  circumference.  There  are 
in  Ifpahan  one  hundred  and  fixty  mofques,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  caravans, 
two  hundred  and  fixty  public  baths,  a  prodigious  number  of  finefquares,  ftreets,  and 
palaces,  in  which  are  canals,  and  trees  planted  to  fhade  and  better  accommodate  the 
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people.  This  capital  is  faid,  formerly  to  have  contained  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants  ;  but  was  often  depopulated  by  Kouli  Khan  during  his  wars,  fo  that 
we  may  eafily  fuppofe,  that  it  has  loft  great  part  of  its  magnificence.  In  1744,  when 
Mr.  Han  way  was  there,  it  was  thought  that  not  above  five  thoufand  of  its  houfes 
were  inhabited. 

Shirauz  lies  about  two  hundred  and  twenty- five  miles  to  the  fouth  eaft  of  Ifpa- 
han.  It  is  an  open  town,  but  its  neighbourhood  is  inexpreffibly  rich  and  beautiful, 
being  laid  out,  for  many  miies,  in  gardens  ;  the  flowers,  fruits,  and  vines  of  which 
are  incomparable.  The  wines  cf  Shiruaz  are  reckoned  the  beft  of  any  in  Perfia.  This 
town  is  the  capital  of  Faruftan,  or  Perfia  Proper,  and  has  a  college  for  the  ftudy  of 
eaftern  learning,  where  the  arts  and  fciences  were  taught ;  and  is  the  fame  as  that 
mentioned  by  Sir  John  Chardin,  who  vifited  this  city  in  the  laft  century.  It  is  de- 
caying very  faft,  but  there  are  ftill  mullahs  and  religious  men  refidingin  it.  At  pre- 
fcnr,  it  goes  by  the  name  of  MudrufTa  Khan,  or  the  Khan's  College;  but  literature 
and  the  fciences  have  long  fince  been  neglected  at  Shirauz,  and  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  country  does  not  feem  to  promife  a  fpeedy  revival.  This  city  contains  an  uncom- 
mon number  of  mofques,  and  is  adorned  by  many  noble  buildings  ;  but  its  (beets  are 
narrow  and  inconvenient,  and  not  above  four  thoufand  of  its  houfes  are  inhabited. 
Shirauz  has  many  good  bazars  and  caravanferais  :  the  bazar,  built  by  Kerim  Khan,  is 
the  handfomeft.  It  is  a  long  (beet,  extending  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  made  entirely 
cf  brick.  It  is  lofty  and  well  laid  out  ;  on  each  fide  are  the  (hops  of  the  tradefmen, 
merchants,  and  others,  in  which  are  expofed  for  fale,  a  variety  of  goods  of  all  kinds. 
Thefe  (hops  are  the  property  of  the  khan,  and  are  rented  to  the  merchants  at  a  very 
eafy  monthly  rate.  Leading  out  of  this  bazar,  is  a  fpacious  caravanferai,  of  an  octagon 
form,  built  of  brick -,  the  entrance  is  ihrough  a  handfome  arched  gateway.  In  the 
centre  is  a  place  for  the  baggage  and  merchandife  ;  and  on  the  fides,  above  and  be- 
low, commodious  apartments  for  the  merchants  and  travellers.  Thefe  are  alfo  rented 
at  a  moderate  monthly  fum.  About  the  centre  of  the  above-mentioned  bazar,  is  ano- 
ther fpacious  caravanferai  of  a  fqnare  form,  the  front  of  which  is  ornamented  with  a 
blue' and  white  enamelled  work,  in  order  toreprefent  China  ware,  and  has  a  pleafing 
effect  to  the  eye. 

The  cities  of  Ormus  and  Gombroon,  on  the  narrow  part  of  the  Perfian  Gulf,  were 
formerly  places  of  great  commerce  and  importance.  The  Engli(h  and  other  Europe- 
ans, have  factories  at  Gombroon,  where  they  trade  with  Perfians,  Arabians,  Banyans, 
Armenians,  Turks,  and  Tartars,  who  come  hither  with  the  caravans  which  fet  out 
from  various  inland  cities' of  A  fia,  under  the  convoy  cf  guards. 

Mosciues  and  bagnios.]  We  have  placed  them  here,  under  a  general  head,  as 
their  form  of  building  is  pretty  much  the  fame  all  over  the  Mahometan  countries. 

Mofques  are  religious  buildings,  fquare,  and  generally  of  ftone  •,  before  the  chief 
gate  there  is  a  fquare  court,  paved  with  white  marble,  and  low  galleries  round  it, 
whofe  roof  is  fupported  by  marble  pillars.  Thofe  galleries  ferve  for  places  of  ablu- 
tion before  the  Mahometans  go  into  the  mofque.  About  every  mofque  there  are  fix 
high  towers  called  minarets,  each  of  which  has  three  little  open  galleries,  one  above 
another.  Thefe  towers,  as  well  as  the  mofques,  are  covered  with  lead,  and  adorned  with 
gilding  and  other  ornaments  •,  and  from  thence,  the  people  are  called  to  prayer  by 
certain  officers  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  No  woman  is  allowed  to  enter  the  mofques; 
nor  can  a  man,  with  his  (hoes  or  (backings  on.  Near  moft  mofques  is  a  place  of  en- 
tertainment for  ftrangers  during  three  days,  and  the  tomb  of  the  founder,  with  con- 
veniences for  reading  the  koran  and  praying. 

The  city  of  Shirauz  is  adorned  with  many  fine  mofques,  particularly  that  built  by 
the  late  Kerim  Khan,  which  is  a  noble  one.  It  is  of  a  fquare  form  ;  in  the  centre  is  a 
ftone  refervoir  of  water,  made  for  performing  the  neceflary  ablutions,  previous  to 
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prayer  ;  on  the  four  fides  of  the  building:  are  arched  apartment?,  alloted  for  devo- 
tion, fome  of  the  fronts  of  which  are  covered  with  China  tiles  ;  but  Kherim  Khan 
dying  before  the  work  v/as  completed,  the  remainder  has  been  made  up  with  a  blue 
and  white  enamelled  work.  Within  the  apartments,  on  the  walls,  on  each  fide,  are 
engraved  various  fentences  from  the  koran,  in  the  NuiTiki  character  ;  and  at  the  up- 
per end  of  the  fquare,  is  a  large  dome  with  a  cupola  at  top,  which  is  the  particular 
place  appropriated  for  the  devotion  of  the  vakeel  or  fovereign.  This  is  lined  through- 
out with  white  marble,  ornamented  with  the  curious  blue  and  gold  artificial  lapis  la- 
zuli, and  has  three  large  fiiver  lamps  fufpended  from  the  roof  of  the  dome.  In  the 
centre  of  the  city  is  another  nufque,  which  the  Perfians  call  the  Musjidi  Noo,  or  the 
New  Mofque,  but  its  date  is  nearly  coeval  with  the  city  itfelf,  at  leaft  fince  it  has  been 
inhabited  by  Mahometans.  It  is  a  fquare  building,  of  a  large  fize,  and  has  apart- 
ments, for  prayer,  on  each  fide  •,  in  them  are  many  infcriptions  in  the  old  Cufick  cha- 
racler,  which,  of  themfelves,  denote  the  antiquity  of  the  place. 

The  bagnios,  in  the  Mahometan  countries,  are  well  conftrufted  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  bathing.  Sometimes  they  are  fquare,  but  oftener  circular,  built  of  white, 
well-polifhed  ftone  or  marble.  Eachbagnio  contains  three  rooms  ;  the  firft,  for  dref- 
fing  and  undreifing  ;  the  fecond  contains  the  water,  and  the  third  the  bath  •,  all  of 
them  paved  with  black  and  white  marble.  The  operation  of  the  bath  is  very  curious, 
but  whohfome  ;  though,  to  thofe  not  accuftomed  to  it,  it  is  painful.  The  waiter  rubs 
the  patient  with  great  vigour  ;  then  handles  and  ftretches  his  limbs  as  if  he  was  dif- 
locating  every  bone  in  the  body  ;  all  which  exercises  are,  in  thofe  inert,  warm  coun- 
tries, very  conducive  to  health.  In  public  bagnios,  the  men  bathe  from  the  morning 
to  four  in  the  afternoon  •,  when  all  male  attendants  being  removed,  the  ladies  fucceed, 
and  when  coming  out  of  the  bath,  difplay  their  rineft  clothes. 

We  might  here  attempt  to  defci  ibe  the  eafterh  feraglios,  or  harems,  the  women's 
apartments;  but,  from  the  moft  credible  accounts,  they  are  contrived  according  to 
the  ftate  and  convenie.icy  of  the  owner,  and  divided  into  a  number  of  apartments, 
•which  are  feldom  or  never  entered  by  ftrangers.  1  here  is  no  country  where  women 
are  more  ftrictly  guarded  than  in  Peifia. 

Police.]  The  police  in  Shirauz,  as  well  as  all  over  Perfia,  is  ver^  good.  At  fun- 
fet  the  gates  of  the  city  are  fhut ;  no  perfon  whatever  is  permitted  to  come  in 
pr  go  out  during  the  night,  the  keys  of  the  different  gates  being  always  Cent  to 
the  governor,  and  remaining  wirh  him  until  morning.  During  the  night,  three 
drums  are  beaten  at  three  different  times  •,  the  firft  at  eight  o'clock,  the  fecond  at 
nine,  and  a  third  at  half  paft  ten.  After  the  third  drum  has  founded,  all  perfons  what- 
foever  found  in  the  ftreets  by  the  daroga,  or  judge  of  the  police,  or  by  any  of  his 
people,  are  inftantly  taken  up,  and  conveyed  to  apl~.ee  ot  confinement,  where  they  are 
detained  until  next  morning,  when  they  are  carried  before  the  governor  ;  and  if  they 
cannot  give  a  very  good  account  of  themfelves,  are  puniihed,  either  by  the  baftinado, 
or  a  fine. 

Civil  matters  are  all  determined  by  the  Cazi,  and  ecclefiuftical  ones,  by  an  officer 
anfwering  to  the  Mufti  in  turkey.  Juftice  is  carried  on,  in  Perfia,  in  a  very  fumma- 
ry  manner  ;  the  fentence,  whatever  it  is,  being  always  put  in  execution  on  the 
fpot.  Theft  is  generally  punifhed  with  the  lofs  of  nofe  and  ears  ;  robbing  on  the 
road,  by  ripping  up  the  belly  of  the  criminal,  in  which  fituation  he  is  expofed  upon 
a  gibbet  in  one  of  the  moft  public  parts  of  the  city,  and  there  left  until  he  expires  in 
torment;  a  dreadful  pnnifhment,  but  it  renders  robberies,  in  Perfia,  verv  uncommon. 

Manufactures  and  commerce.]  The  Perfians  equal,  if  not  exceed,  all  the 
manufacturers  in  the  world,  in  filk,  woolen,  mohair,  carpets,  and  leather.  Their  works 
in  thefe,  join  fancy,  tafte,  and  elegance,  to  richnefs,  neatnefs,  and  Ihow  ;  and  yet 
they  are  ignorant  of  painting,  and  their  drawings  are  very  rude.     Their  dying  ex- 
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eels  that  of  Europe.  Their  filver  and  gold  laces,  and  threads,  are  admirable  for  prc- 
ferving  their  luftre.  Their  embroideries  and  horfe  furniture  are  not  to  be  eqmlied  •, 
nor  are  they  ignorant  of  the  pottery  and  window- glafs  manufactures.  On  the  other 
hand,  their  carpenters  are  very  indifferent  artifts,  which  is  faid  to  be  owing  to  the 
fcarcity  of  timber  all  over  Perfia.  Their  jewellers  and  goldfmiths  are  clumfy  work- 
men •,  and  they  are  ignorant  of  lock- making,  and  the  manufacture  of  looking-gh'Jes. 
Upon  the  whole,  they,  lie  under  inexpreflible  di (advantages  from  the  form  of  their 
government,  which  renders  them  flaves  to  their  kings,  who  often  engrofs  either 
their  labour  or  their  profits. 

The  trade  of  the  Perfians,  who  have  little  or  no  (hipping  of  their  own,  is  carried 
on  in  foreign  bottoms.  That  with  the  Englifhand  other  nations,  by  the  gulf  of  Or- 
mus,  at  Gombroon,  was  the  moll:  gainful  they  had  ,  but  the  perpetual  wars  in  uhich 
thev  were  engaged,  have  ruined  their  commerce.  The  fcheme  of  the  Engiifh,  in 
trading  with  the  Perfians  through  Rufiia,  promifed  advantages  to  both  na;ions,  but 
it  has  hitherto  anfwered  the  expectations  of  neither. 

Constitution  and  government.]  Both  thefe  are  extremely  precarious,  as  reft- 
ing  in  the  breaft  of  a  defpotic,  and  often  capricious  monarch.  The  Perfians,  how- 
ever, had  fome  fundamental  rules  of  government.  They  excluded  from  their  throne, 
female  defcendants.  Blindnefs,  likewife,  was  a  difqualification  for  the  royal  fuccef- 
fion.  In  other  refpecls,  the  king's  will  was  a  law  for  the  people.  The  inftances  that 
have  been  given  of  the  cruelties  and  inhumanities  practiftd  by  the  Mahometan  kinrs 
of  Perfia,  are  alrnoft  incredible,  efpecially  during  the  two  laft  centuries.  The  reafon 
given  to  the  chriltian  ambaiTidors,  by  Shah  Abbas,  one  of  their  mod  favage  princes, 
was,  that  the  Perfians  were  fuch  brutes,  and  fo  infenllble  by  nature,  that  they  could 
not  be  aoverned  without  the  exercife  of  exemplary  cruelties.  But  this  was  only  a 
wretched  and  ill  grounded  apology  for  his  barbarity.  The  favourites  of  the  prince, 
female  as  well  as  male,  are  his  only  counfellors  •,  and  the  fma! left  difobedience  to 
their  will, -is  attended  with  immediate  death.  The  Perfians  have  no  degrees  of  no- 
bil'tv,  fo  that  the  refpect  due  to  every  man,  on  account  of  his  hi^h  ftution,  expires 
with  himfelf.  The  king  has  been  known  to  piefer  a  younger  fon  to  his  throne,  by 
putting  out  the  eves  of  the  elder  brother. 

Revenues.]  The  king  claims  one-third  of  the  cattle,  corn,  and  fruits  of  his  fub- 
jecls,  and  likewife  a  third  of  ftlk  and  cotton.  No  rank  or  condition  of  Perfians  is  ex- 
empted from  fevere  taxations  and  fervices.  The  governors  of  provinces  have  par- 
ticular Ian  Is  afiigned  to  them,-  for  maintaining  their  retinues  and  troops  ;  and  the 
crown  lands  defray  the  expenfes  of  the  court,  king's  houfehold,  and  great  officers  of 
ftate.  After  faying  thus  much,  the  reader  cannot  doubt  that  the  revenues  of  the  Per- 
fnn  kings  were  prodigious  •,  but  nothing  can  be  faid,  with  any  certainty,  in  the  pre- 
fent  diftracted  Mate  of  that  country.  Even  the  water  that  is  let  into  the  fields  and  gar- 
dens, is  fubject  to  a  tax,  and  foreigners,  who  are  not  Mahometans,  pay  each  a  ducat 
a  head. 

History.]  The  Perfian  empire  fucceeded  the  AlTyrian  or  Babylonian.  Its  founda- 
tion was  laid  by  Cyrus,  about  five  hundred  and  fifty-fix  years  before  Chrift.  It  end- 
ed in  the  perfon  of  Darius  Codomannus,  who  was  conquered  by  Alexander,  three 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  years  before  Chrift.  Alexander's  empire  was  divided  among 
his  generals,  whofe  defcendants,  in  lei's  than  three  centuries,  were  conquered  by  the 
Romans.  Thefe  laft,  however,  never  fully  fubdued  Perfia  •,  and  the  natives  had 
princes  of  their  own,  by  the  name  of  Arfacides,  who,  more  than  once,  defeated  the 
Roman  legions.  The  fuccefTors  of  thofe  princes  furvived  the  Roman  empire  itfelf, 
but  were  fubdued  by  Tamerlane.  His  poilerity  were  fupplanted  by  a  doctor  of  law, 
Cheki  Adir,  the  anceftor  of  the  Sefi  or  Sophi  family,  and  who  pretended  to  be  de- 
fended from  Mahomet  himfelf.  Some  of  his  fuccefTors  were  valiant  and  politic,  and 
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enlarged  the  empire,  and  from  him  were  fometimes  called  Sophis;  but  mo  ft  of 
them  were  a  difgrace  to  humanity*.  HafTein,  a  prince  of  the  Sen"  race,  who  fucceed- 
in  1694,  was  murdered  by  Mahmud,  fon  and  fuccefTor  to  the  famous  Miriweis  ;  as 
Mahmud  himfelf  was  by  Efref,  one  of  his  general  officers,  who  ufurped  the  throne. 
Prince  Tahmas,  the  reprefentative  of  the  Sefi  family,  had  cfcaped  from  the  rebels, 
and,  afl'embling  an  army,  took  into  his  fervice  Nadir  Shah,  who  defeated  and  killed 
Efref,  and  re-annexed  to  the  Perfian  monarchy,  all  the  places  difmembered  frcm  it 
by  the  Turks  and  Tartars  during  their  late  rebellions.  At  laft  Nadir,  affuming  the 
name  of  Tahmas  Kouli  Khan,  and  pretending  that  his  fervices  were  not  fufficiently 
rewarded,  rebelled  againft  his  fovereign,  made  him  a  prifoner,  and,  it  is  fuppofsd, 
put  him  to  death. 

The  ufurper  afterwards  mounted  the  throne,  under  the  title  of  Nadir  Shah.  His 
expedition,  into  Indoftan,  has  been  mentioned  in  the  defcription  of  that  country.  He 
next  conquered  Usbec  Tartary  ;  but  was  not  fo  fuccefsful  againft  the  Dagheftan 
Tartars,  whofe  country  he  found  to  be  inacceflible.  He  defeated  the  Turks  in  feveral 
engagements,  but  was  unable  to  take  Bagdad.  The  great  principle  of  his  govern- 
ment was  to  ftrike  terror  into  his  fubjects,  by  the  moft  cruel  executions.  His  conduct 
became  intolerable,  and,  in  1747,  he  was  afiaffinated  in  his  own  tent,  partly  in  felf- 
xlefence,  by  his  chief  officers  and  his  relations.  Many  pretenders  arofe  upon  his  death  ; 
and  it  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that  a  chronological  and  an  accurate  account  of  thefe 
various  and  rapid  revolutions,  is  very  difficult  to  be  obtained  The  confuficn  which 
prevailed  through  the  whole  country,  from  the  death  of  Nadir,  until  the  fettlement 
of  Kerim  Khan,  impeded  theprogrefs  of  literature,  arts,  and  fciences.  During  this 
interval,  the  whole  empire  of  Pcrfia  was  in  arms,  and  rent  by  commotions  ;  differ- 
ent parties,  in  different  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  were  ftruggling  for  power,  and 
each  endeavouring  to  render  itfelf  independent  of  the  other  •,  torrents  of  blood  were 
Ihed,  and  the  moft  fhocking  crimes  committed  with  impunity.  The  whole  face  of 
the  country,  from  Gombroon  to  Ruffia,  prefents  to  the  view  ihoufands  of  infiances  of 
the  mifery  and  devaftation  which  had  been  occafioned  by  thefe  commotions.  The 
picture  is  too  horrible  to  dwell  upon. 

From  the  accounts  that  we  have  been  able  to  collect,  the  pretenders  to  the  throne 
of  Perfia,  from  the  death  of  Nadir  Shaw  until  the  final  eftablifhment  of  Kerim  Khan's 
government,  were  no  lefs  than  nine.  Kerim  Khan  Zund  was  a  favourite  officer  of 
Nadir  Shaw,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  in  the  fouthern  provinces.  Shirauz 
and  other  places  had  declared  for  him.  He  found  means,  at  laft,  after  various  en- 
counters, with  douotful  fuccefs,  completely  to  fubdue  all  his  rivals,  and,  finally,  to 
eftablifh  himfelf  as  ruler  of  Perfia.  He  was  in  power  about  thirty  years,  in  thelatter  part 
of  which  he  governed  Perfia  under  the  appellation  of  vakeel,  or  regent ;  for  he  never 
would  receive  the  title  of  fhah.  He  made  Shirauz  the  chief  city  of  his  refidence,  in 
gratitude  for  the  affiftance  he  had  received  from  its  inhabitants.  He  died  in  the  year 
1779,  'n  thz  eightieth  year  of  his  age,  regretted  by  all  his  fubjects,  who  eftetmed  and 
honoured  him  as  the  glory  of  Perfia.  His  character  is  defervedly  celebrated  for  the 

*  The  instances  of  wanton  cruelty,  and  the  most  savage  had  before  been  blinded  by  orderof  Shah  Abbas.  Theinstan- 
barbarity,  recorded  of  some  of  the  kings  of  Persia,  are  shock-  ces  of  his  cruelty  were  innumerable  :  he  buried  alive  forty- 
ing  to  humanity,  and  a  striking  evidence  of  the  miseries  four  women  of  his  haram,  though,  when  he  was  not  hunt- 
and  calamities  occasioned  by  despotic  power.  Shah  Abbas,  ing,  or  over  his  cups,  he  used  to  pass  his  time  with  them, 
surnamed  the  great,  having  three  sons,  caused  the  eyes  of  Stffle,  orSuliman,  who  ascended  the  throne  of  Persia  in 
the  two  youngest  to  be  put  out,  and  afterwards  put  the  el-  1660,  was  a  brutal  tyrant.  When  he  was  intoxicated  el- 
dest to  death.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson,  who  ther  with  wine  or  anger,  he  often  ordered  the  hands,  feet, 
began  his  reign  by  ordering  the  eyes  of  his  only  brother  to  ears,  and  noses,  of  those  rear  him  to  be  cut  off,  their  eyti 
be  cutout.     He  also  cast  from  a  rock  his  two  uncles,  who  tobeplucked  out,  or  their  lives  to  be  sacrificed. 
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public  buildings  which  he  erected,  and  the  excellent  police  which  he  maintained  ; 
(o  that,  during  his  whole  reign,  there  was  not,  in  Shirauz,  a  fingle  riot  productive 
of  bloodfhed  •,  befides  thefe  circumftances,  his  averfion  to  fevere  punifhments,  his  li- 
berality and  kindnefs  to  the  poor,  his  toleration  of  people  of  different  perfuafions, 
and  his  encouragement  to  trade,  t  ..jether  with  his  military  abitities  and  perfonal  cou- 
rage, rendered  him  beloved  by  his  own  fubjects  ;  and  his  kindnefs  to  Europeans  ac- 
quired him  the  refpect  of  foreign  powers. 

From  the  death  of  Kerim  Khan  to  the  prefent  time,  there  have  been  various  com- 
petitors for  the  crown  of  Perfia.  Of  thefe  we  fhall  only  mention  the  two  principal. 
Akau  Mahomet  Khan  keeps  pofiefiion  of  the  provinces  of  Mazanderan  and  Ghilan, 
as  well  as  the  cities  of  Ifpahan,  Hamadan,  and  Tauris,  where  he  is  acknowledged  as 
fovereign.  Jaafar  Khan  has  poffeffion  of  the  city  of  Shirauz,  and  the  provinces  of 
Beaboon  and  Shufter  :  he  alfo  receives  an  annual  prefent  from  the  province  of  Car- 
mania,  and  another  from  the  city  of  Yezd  ;  Abu  Shehr  and  Lar  alfo  fend  him  tribute. 
The  fouthern  provinces  are,  in  general,   more  fruitful  than  thofe  to  the  northward. 

Jaafar  Khan  is  a  middle-aged  man,  very  corpulent,  and  has  a  caft  in  his  right  eye  ; 
in  the  places  where  he  is  acknowledged,  he  is  well  beloved  and  refpe&ed  ;  he  is  very 
mild  in  his  difpofition,  and  juft.  In  Shirauz  he  keeps  up  a  mod  excellent  police,  and 
goad  government.  He  is  very  kind  and  obliging  to  ftrangers  in  general,  and  to  the 
Englifh  in  particular.  Of  the  two  competitors  who  at  prefent  contend  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Perfta,  he  is  the  moft  likely,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs  againft  his  opponent,  to  reftore 
the  country  to  a  happy  and  reputable  ftate  ;  but  it  will  require  a  long  fpace  of  time, 
to  recover  it  from  the  calamities  into  which  the  different  revolutions  have  brought 
Perfia,  a  country,  if  an  oriental  metaphor  may  be  allowed,  once  blooming  as  the  gar- 
den of  Eden,  fair  and  flourishing  to  the  eye  ;  now,  fad  reverfe  !  defpoiled  and  leaf- 
lefs  by  the  cruel  ravages  of  war,  and  defolating  contention. 

The  forces  of  the  two  competitors  are  nearly  equal,  confirming  of  about  twenty- 
thoufand  men,  chiefly  horfe.  This  was  the  fituation  of  the  country  in  1788,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  laft  advices,  when  the  fate  of  Perfia  was  ftill  undecided. 
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Situation  and  extent, 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length   1430-j    ,  C  35  and  60  eaft  longitude.  ?     M.  __,: 

Breadth  1200}   between     {  ,2  and  30  north  latitude.  J    700>00°' 

Boundaries.1      "D  OUNDED  by  Turkey  on  the  north  ;  by  the  gulfs  of  Perfia, 
X)or  Baflbra,  and  Ormus,  which  feparate  it  from  Perfia,  on  the 
eaft  •,  by  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the  fouth  -,  and  the  Red  Sea,  which  divides  it  from 
Africa,  on  the  Weft. 
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Mountaiks.]  The  mountains  of  Sinai  and  Horeb,  lying  in  Arabia  Petraea, 
eaftofthe  Red-Sea,  and  thofe  called  Gabel  el  Ared,  in  Arabia  Felix,  arethemoft 
noted. 

Rivers,  seas,  gulfs,  and  capes.]  There  are  few  fountains,  fprings,  or  ri- 
sers in  this  country,  except  the  Euphrates,  which  wafhes  the  north-eaft  limits  of  it, 
It  is  almoft  furrounded  by  the  Indian  Ocean,  the  Red  Sea,  the  gulfs  of  Perfia  and 
Ormus.      The  chief  capes  or  promontories  are  thofe  of  Rofolgate  and  Mufledon. 

Climate,  air,  soil,  and  produce.]  As  a  considerable  part  of  this  country  lies 
under  the  Torrid  Zone,  and  the  tropic  of  Cancer  paffes  over  Arabia  Felix,  the 
air  is  exceffively  dry  and  hot,  and  the  country  is  fubject  to  hot,  poifonous  winds, 
like  thofe  on  the  oppofite  fhores  of  Perfia,  which  often  prove  fatal,  efpecially  to 
ftrangers.  The  foil,  in  fome  parts,  is  nothing  more  than  immenfe  fands,  which, 
when  agitated  by  the  winds,  roll  like  the  troubled  ocean,  and  fometimes  form 
mountains,  by  which  whole  caravans  have  been  buried  or  loft.  In  thefedeferts,  the 
caravans,  having  no  tracks,  are  guided,  as  at  fea,  by  a  compafs,  or  by  the  ftars,  for 
they  travel  chiefly  in  the  night.  Here,  fays  Dr.  Shaw,  are  no  paftures  clothed  with 
flocks,  nor  vallies  ftanding  thick  with  corn  ;  here  are  no  vineyards  or  olive-yards  ; 
but  the  whole  is  a  lonefome,  defolate  wiidernefs,  no  otherwife  diverfified  than  by 
plains  covered  with  fand,  and  mountains  that  are  made  up  of  naked  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices. Neither  is  the  country  ever,  unlefs  fometimes  at  the  equinoxes,  refrefhed 
with  rain  ;  and  the  intenfenefs  of  the  cold  in  the  night  is  almoft  equal  to  that  of  the 
heat  in  the  day-time.  Bu;  the  fouthern  part  of  Arabia,  defervedly  called  the  Hap- 
py,  is  blefled  with  an  excellent  foil,  and,  in  general,  is  very  fertile.  There  the  cul- 
tivated lands,  which  are  chiefly  about  the  towns  near  the  fea  coafts,  produce  balm  of 
Gilead,  manna,  myrrh,  caflia,  aloes,  frankincenfe,  fpikenard,  and  other  valuable 
gums  •,  cinnamon,  pepper,  cardamum,  oranges,  lemons,  pomegranates,  figs,  and 
other  fruits  ;  honey  and  wax  in  plenty,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  corn  and  wine.  This 
country  is  famous  forks  coffee  and  its  dates,  which  laft  are  found  fcarcely  any  where 
in  fuch  perfection  as  here  and  in  Perfia.  There  are  few  trees  fit  for  timber  in  Arabia, 
and  little  wood  of  any  kind. 

Animals. 3     The  moft  ufeful  animals  in  Arabia  are  camels  and  dromedaries  •,   they 
are  amazingly  fitted  by  Providence  for  txaverfing  the  dry  and  parched  deferts  of  this 
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country  •,  for  they  are  fo  formed,  that  they  can  throw  up  the  liquor  from  their  fto- 
mach  into  their  throat,  by  which  means  they  can  travel  fix  or  eight  days  without 
water.  The  camels  ufually  carry  eight  hundred  pounds  weight  upon  their  backs, 
which  is  not  taken  off  during  the  whole  journey,  for  they  naturally  kneel  down  to 
reft,  and  in  due  time  rife  with  their  load.  The  dromedary  is  a  fmall  camel  with  two 
bunches  on  its  back,  and  remarkably  fwift.  It  is  an  obfervation  among  the  Arabs,  that 
wherever  there  are  trees,  the  water  is  not  far  off;  and  when  they  draw  near  a  pool, 
their  camels  will  fmell  it  a  diftance,  and  fet  up  their  great  trot  till  they  come  to  it. 
The  Arabian  horfes  are  well  known  in  Europe,  and  have  contributed  to  improve 
the  breed  of  the  Englifh.  They  are  only  fit  for  the  faddle,  and  are  admired  for  their 
make  as  much  as  for  their  fwiftnefs  and  high  mettle.  The  fineft  breed  is  in  the  king- 
dom of  Sunnaa,  in  which  Mocha  isfituated. 

inhabitants,  manners,  "J  The  Arabians  are  of  a  middle  ftature,  thin,  and  of 
customs,  and  dress,  /a  fwarthy  complexion,  with  black  hair  and  black  eyes. 
They  are  fwiftof  foot,  excellent  horfemen,  and  are  faid  to  be  in  general  a  brave  peo- 
ple, expert  at  the  bow  and  lance,  and,  fince  they  became  acquainted  with  fire-arms, 
good  markfmen.  The  inhabitants  of  the  inland  country  live  intents,  and  remove 
from  place  to  place,  with  their  flocks  and  herds,  as  they  have  ever  done  fince  they 
became  a  nation. 

The  Arabians,  in  general  are  fuch  thieves,  that  travellers  and  pilgrims,  who  are 
led  to  their  country  through  motives  of  devotion  or  curiofity,  are  ftruck  with 
terror  on  their  approach  towards  the  deferts.  Thofe  robbers  traverfe  the  country  in 
confiderable  troops,  on  horfeback  :  they  aflault  and  plunder  the  caravans.  So  late  as 
the  year  1750,  a  body  of  fifty  thoufand  Arabians  attacked  a  caravan  of  merchants  and 
pilgrims  returning  from  Mecca,  killed  about  fixty  thoufand  perfons,  and  plundered 
it  of  every  thing  valuable,  though  efcorted  by  a  Turkifh  army.  On  the  fea-coaft  they 
are  mere  pirates,  and  make  prize  of  every  veflel  that  they  can  mafter,  of  whatever 
nation.  » 

The  habit  of  the  roving  Arabs  is  a  kind  of  blue  fhirt,  tied  about  them  with  a  white 
fafh  or  girdle  •,  and  fome  of  them  have  a  veft  of  furs  or  ftieep-fkins  over  it ;  they  alfo 
wear  drawers,  and  fometimes  flippers,  butno  ftockings  ;  and  have  a  cap  or  turban 
on  their  head.  Many  of  the  men  go  almoft  naked  ;  but  the  women  are  fo  wrapped 
up,  that  little  of  them  can  bedifcerned  but  their  eyes.  Like  other  Mahometans,  the 
Arabs  eat  all  manner  of  flefli,  except  that  of  hogs  -,  and  prefer  the  flefh  of  camels,  as 
we  prefer  venifon,  to  other  meat.  They  drain  the  blood  from  the  flefh,  as  the  Jews 
do,  and,  like  them,  refufe  fuch  fifh  as  have  no  fcales.  Coffee  and  tea  water,  and 
fherbet  made  of  oranges,  water  and  fugar,  is  their  ufual  drink ;  they  have  no  ftrong 
liquors. 

Learning  and  language.]  Though  the  Arabians,  in  former  ages,  were  famous 
for  their  learning  and  {kill  in  all  the  liberal  arts,  there  is  fcarcely  a  country  at  prefent 
where  the  people  are  fo  univerfally  ignorant.  The  vulgar  language,  ufed  in  Arabia,  is 
theArabefk,  or  corrupt  Arabian,  which  is  likewife  fpoken,  with  fome  variation  of 
dialect,  over  great  part  of  the  eaft,  from  Egypt  to  the  court  of  the  great  mogul.  The 
pure  old  grammatical  Arabic,  is  accounted  by  the  people  of  the  eaft  the  richeft,  moft 
energetic,  and  copious  language  in  the  world.  It  is  taught  in  their  fchools,  as  Greek 
and  Latin  are  among  Europeans,  and  is  ufed  by  Mahometans  in  their  worfhip  ;  for, 
as  the  koran  was  written  in  this  language,  they  will  not  fuflfer  it  to  be  read  in  any 
other.  They  look  upon  it  to  have  been  the  language  of  Paradife,  and  think  no  man 
can  be  mafter  of  it  without  a  miracle,  as  confifting  of  feveral  millions  of  words.  The 
books  which  treat  of  it  fay,  that  they  have  a  thoufand  terms  to  exprefs  the  word  camlly 
and  five  hundred  for  that  of  lion. 

The  Pater-nofter  in  the  Arabic  is  as  follows.  Abuna  tlhdhifi£amwat  ;jetkeddas  efmac; 
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tati  mahcutac :  taouri  mafchiafic,  camafi  ffama-,  kedhalec  ala  lardh  anting  chobzena  kefatna 
iaum  bcimim  ;    wagfor  Una  donubena,  ivachatdina,   cama  nogfor  nachna  lemen  aca  doina ; 
wala  iadalhchalna  fibqjarib  ■,  taken  mejjina me nnefcherir.  Amen. 

Chief  cities,  &c]  "What  is  called  the  dcfert  of  Sinai,  is  a  beautiful  plain, 
rear  nine  miles  long,  and  above  three  in  breadth  ;  it  lies  open  to  the  north- eaft,  but 
to  the  fouthward,  is  clofed  by  fome  of  the  lower  eminences  of  Mount  Sinai. 

On  thofe  mountains,  are  many  chapels  and  cells,  poffefl'ed  by  the  Greek  and  Latin 
moiiks.  The  chief  cities  in  Arabia  are  Mocha,  Aden,  Mufchat,  Suez.,  and  Juddah, 
or  Gedda. 

Mocha  is  well  built  •,  the  houfes  are  very  lofty.  The  harbour  is  femicircular,  the 
circuit  of  the  wall  is  two  miles,  and  there  are  feveral  handfome  mofques  in  the  city. 
Suez,  the  Arfir.oe  of  the  ancients,  is  furrounded  by  the  defert,  and  is  but  an  ill-built 
place.  Ships  are  forced  to  anchor  a  league  from  the  town,  the  leading  channel  to 
which  has  only  about  nine  feet  of  water.  Judda  is  the  place  of  the  greateft  trade  in 
the  Red  Sea,  for  there  the  commodities  of  Arabia  and  Europe  are  interchanged  ;  Ara- 
bia fending  her  gums,  drugs,  coffee,  &c.  and  from  Europe  come  cloths,  iron,  furs, 
and  other  articles  by  way  of  Cairo.  The  revenues,  arifing  from  thefe,  with  the  profits 
of  the  port,  are  fha:ed  by  the  grand  fignior  and  the  xeriff  of  Mecca,  "to  whom,  jointly, 
this  place  belongs. 

Mecca,  the  capital  of  all  Arabia,  and  Medina,  deferve  particular  notice.  At  Mec- 
ca, the  birth  place  of  Mahomet,  is  a  mofque  that  is  generally  efteemed  the  moft 
magnificent  in  the  Turkifh  dominions.  Its  lofty  roof  is  raifed  in  the  fafhion  of  a 
dome,  ard  ccvertd  with  gold,  with  two  beautiful  towers  at  the  end,  of  extraor- 
dinary height  and  architecture,  which  make  a  delightful  appearance,  and  are  confpi- 
cuous  at  a  great  diftance.  The  mofque  hath  an  hundred  gates,  with  a  window  over 
each  ;  and  the  whole  building  within  is  decorated  with  the  fineft  gildings  and  tapeftry. 
The  number  of  pilgrims,  who  yearly  vifit  this  place,  is  almoft  incredible;  every 
muffulman  being  obliged,  by  his  religion,  to  come  here  once  in  his  life-time,  or  fend 
a  deputy.  At  Medina,  about  fifty  miles  from  the  Red  Sea,  the  city  to  which  Mahomet 
fled  when  he  was  driven  out  of  Mecca,  and  the  place  where  he  was  buried,  is  a  ftately 
mofque,  fupported  by  four  hundred  pillars,  and  furnifhed  with  three  hundred  filver 
lamps,  continually  burning.  It  is  called  the  Moft  Holy,  by  the  Turks,  becaufe  in  it  is 
placed  the  coffin  of  Mahomet,  covered  with  cloth  of  gold,  under  a  canopy  of  filver  tif- 
iue,  which  thebnfhawof  Egypt  renews  every  year.  The  camel  which  carries  it,  derives 
a  fort  of  farctity  from  this  office,  and  is  never  ufed  in  any  drudgery  afterwards.  Over 
the  foot  of  the  coffin  is  a  rich,  golden  crefcent,  moft  curioufly  wrought,  and  adorn- 
ed with  precious  ftcnes  of  great  value.  Pilgrims  refort  thither,  as  to  Mecca,  but  not 
in  fuch  numbers. 

Government.]  The  inland  country  of  Arabia  is  under  the  government  of  many 
petty  princes,  who  are  ftyled  xerifs  and  imans,  both  of  them  including  the  offices  of 
king  and  prieft,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  califs  of  the  Saracens,  the  fucceffors  of 
Mahcmet.  Thefe  monarchs  appear  to  be  abfolute.  The  fucceflion  is  hereditary,  and 
they  have  no  other  laws  than  thofe  found  in  the  koran,  and  the  comments  upon  it. 
The  northern  Arabs  are  fubjecl  to  the  Turks,  and  governed  by  bafhaws  •,  but  they 
receive  large  gratuities  from  the  grand  fignior,  for  protecting  the  pilgrims  that  pafs 
through  theirccuntry,  from  the  robberies  of  their  countrymen.  The  Arabians  have 
po  regular  militia;  but  their  kings  command  both  the  perfons  and  purfes  of  their 
fubjects,  as  the  neceffity  of  affairs  requires. 

History.]  The  Arabs  are,  at  prefent,  and  have  remained  from  the  remoteft  ages, 
during  the  various  conquefts  of  the  Greeks,  Romans,  and  Tartars,  independent.  To- 
wards the  north,  and  the  fea  coafts  of  Arabia,  the  inhabitants_are,  indeed,  kept  in  awe 


ARABIA.  I4j 

fcy  the  Turks,  but  the  wandering  tribes,  in  the  fouthern  and  inland  parts,  acknowledge 
themfelves  fubjecls  cf  no  foreign  inland  power,  and  do  not  fail  to  harrafs  and  annoy 
all  ftrangers  who  come  into  their  country.  The  conquefts  of  the  Arabs  make  as  won- 
derful a  part  of  their  hiftory,  as  the  independence  and  freedom  which  they  have  ever 
enjoyed.  Their  conquefts  and  religion,  began  with  one  man,  whofe  character  forms 
a  Angular  phenomenon  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  This  was  Mahomet,  a  native  of 
Mecca,  a  city  of  that  divifion  of  Arabia,  which,  from  the  luxuriancy  of  the  foil,  and 
mild  temperature  of  its  climate,  is  diftinguiftied  by  the  epithet  of  Happy. 

Mahomet  was  born  anno  569,  in  the   reign  of  Juftinun  II.  empercr  cf  Conftantt- 
nople.   Though  illiterate,  he  was  endowed  with  a  fubtle  genius,  and  pofiefled  a  degree 
of  enterprife  beyond  his  condition.  He  had  been  employed,    in  the  early  part  of  his 
life,   by  an  uncle,   Abuteleb,  as  a  factor  ;  and  had  occafion  in  this  capacity,  to  travel 
into  Syria,  Paleftine,  and  Egvpt.     He  was  afterwards  taken  into  the  fervice  of  a 
rich  merchant,  upon  whofe  death  he  married  his  widow,   Cadija,  and,  by  her  ireins, 
cune  to  be  pofleffed    cf  great  wealth.     Duiing  his  trr.vels,   he  bed  cbfeived  a  variety 
effects   in  religion,  whofe    hatred  againft   each,  other  was  inveterate,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,   the  greater  part  of  them  were  agreed  in  many  particulars.     He  carefully 
laid  hold  of  thefe,   and,  by  addrefiing  himfetf  to  the  love  of  power,  riches,  and  plea- 
fure,  expected  to  raife  a  new  fyftem  of  religion,  more  general   than  any  which  had 
hitherto  been  eftablifhed.     Mahomet  was  fubject  to  frequent  fits  cf  the  epilepfy  ;  and 
made  his  credulous  difciples  believe  that  thefe  fits  were  trances,  into  which  he  was 
miraculoufly  thrown  by  the  Deity,  during  which  he  was  inftructed  in  his  will,   which 
he  was  commanded  to  publifh  to  the  world.     By  this  ftory,  and  by  leading  a  retired, 
abftemiouS,  and  auftere  life,  he  acquired  a  character  for  fuperior  fanctity   among  his 
acquaintance,  and  neighbours.     When  he  thought  himfelf  fufficiently  fortified  by  the 
numbers,  and  the  enthufiafm   of  his   followers,  he  declared  himfelf  a  prophet,   fent 
into  the  world  to  teach  the  divine  will,  and  to  compel  mankind  to  obey  it.      His  mind, 
though  rude  and  enthufiaftic,  was  enlarged  by  travelling  into  diftant  countries,  whofe 
manners  and  religion  he  had  made  a  peculiar  ftudy.   He  propofed  that  the  fyftem  which 
he  eftablifhed  fhould  extend  over  all  the  neighbouring  nations,  to  whofe  doctrines  and 
prejudices  he  had  taken  care  to  adapt  it.     Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eaftern  coun- 
tries were,  at  this  time,  addicted  to  the  opinions  of  Arius.      Egypt  and  Arabia  were 
filled  with  jews,  who   had  fled  from  the   perfecutiens   of  the  emperor  Adrian,  who 
threatened  the  total  extinction  of  that  people.      The  other  inhabitants  cf  thofe  coun- 
tries were  pagans.      Mahomet's  fyftem  was  exactly  fuited  to  thefe  three  kinds  of  men. 
To  gratify   the  two   former,  he  declared  that  there  was  one  God,  who  created  the 
world  and  governed  all  things  in  it ;  that  he  had  fent  varicus  prophets  into  the  world 
to    teach  his  will  to  mankind,  among  whom  Motes  and  Jefus  Chrift  were  the  moft 
eminent;   but  the  endeavours  of  thefe  had  proved  ineffectual,  and  God  had,  there- 
fore, now   fent   his   laft  and  greateft   prophet,  with  a  commiifion  more  ample  than 
Mofes  or  Chrift,  had  bten  entrufted  with.     He  had  commanded  him  not  only  to  pub- 
lifh his  laws,  but  to  fubdue  thofe  who  were  unwilling  to  believe  or  obey  them  ;  and, 
for  this  end,  to  eftablifh  a  kingdom  upon  earth,  which  fhould  propagate  the  divine 
law  throughout  the  world  -,  that    God  had  defigned  utter  ruin  and   deftruction  to 
thofe  who  fhould  refufe  to  fubmit  to  him  ;  but  to  his  faithful  followers,  he  had  given 
the  fpoils  and  pofTeffions  of  all  the  earth,  as  a  reward  in  this  life,  and  had  provided 
for  them  hereafter  a  paradife  of  all  fenfuai  enjoyments,  efpecially  thofe  of  lo^e  ;  that 
the  pleafures  of  fuch  as  died  in  propagating  the  faith,  would  be  exalted,  and  vaftly  tran- 
fcend  thofe  of  the  reft.     Thefe,  with  the  doctrine  of  predeftination,  and  denying  the 
ufe  of  ftrong  liquors,  were  the  capital  articles  of  Mahomet's  creed.      Many  of  his  coun- 
trymen embraced  them  with  implicit  faith.     The  perfon  of  Mahomet  was  familiar  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Mecca,  fo  that  part   of  them  were  fufficiently  convinced  of  the 
Vol.  II.  2  O 
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deceit.  The  more  enlightened  and  leading  men  entered  into  a  defign  to  cut  him  off: 
but  Mahomet,  getting  notice  of  their  intention,  fled  from  his  native  city  to  Mediria. 
The  fame  of  his  doctrine,  was,  according  to  cuftom,  greateft  at  a  diftance,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Medina  received  him  with  open  arms.  From  this  flight,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  fix  hundred  and  twenty  fecond  year  of  Chrift,  the  fifty  fourth  year  of 
Mahomet's  age,  and  the  tenth  of  his  miniftry,  his  followers,  the  Mahometans,  com- 
pute their  time,  and  the  era  is  called,  in  Arabic,  Hegira,   "  the  flight." 

Mahomet,  by  the  afliftance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Medina,  and  of  others,  whom 
his  addrefs  attached  to  him,  infpired  moft  of  his  countrymen  with  a  belief  in  his 
doctrines.  The  fpeedy  propagation  of  his  fyftem,  among  the  Arabians,  was  a  new  ar- 
gument in  its  behalf  among  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt,  and  the  eaft,  who  were  pre- 
vioufly  difpofed  towards  it.  Arians,  Jews,  and  Gentiles,  all  forfook  their  ancient 
faith,  and  became  Mahometans.  In  a  word,  the  contagion  fpread  over  Arabia,  Syria, 
Egypt,  and  Perfia-,  and  Mahomet  became  a  powerful  monarch.  He  was  proclaimed 
king  at  Medina,  in  the  year  627  •,  and  after  fubduing  part  of  Arabia  and  Syria,  he  di- 
ed of  poifon  in  632,  leaving  two  branches  of  his  race,  both  eftecmed  divine  among 
their  {ubjecls.  Thefe  were  the  califs  of  Perfiaand  of  Egypt,  under  the  lift  of  which 
Arabia  was  included.  The  former  of  thefe  turned  their  arms  to  the  eaft,  and  made 
conquefts  of  many  countries.  The  califs  of  Egypt  and  Arabia  directed  their  ravages 
towards  Europe,  and,  under  the  name  of  Saracens  or  Moors,  reduced  moft  part  of 
Spain,  and  the  iflands  in  the  Mediterranean. 
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THE  JAPAN  ISLANDS,  Japan  or  Nipham,  Bango,  Tonfo,  and  Dezima,  form 
together  what  has  been  called  the  empire  of  Japan,  and  are  governed  by  a  def- 
potic  fovereign.  They  are  fituated  about  one  hundred  anft  fifty  miles  eaft  of  China, 
and  extend  from  the  thirtieth  to  the  forty  firft  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the 
one  hundred  and  thirteenth  to  the  one  hundred  and  forty- feventh  of  eaft  longitude. 
The  metropolis  is  Jeddo,  in  the  one  hundred  and  forty-firft  degree  of  eaft  longitude, 
and  the  thirty-fixth  of  north  latitude. 

The  foil  and  productions  of  the  country  are  much  the  fame  with  thofe  of  China  j 
and  the  inhabitants  are  famous  for  their  lacker  ware,  known  by  the  name  of  Japan. 
The  iflands  themfelves  are  very  inacceflible,  through  their  high  rocks  and  tempeftu- 
ous  feas ;  they  are  fubject  to  earthquakes  and  have  fome  volcanos.  The  Japanefe 
are  indolaters,  and  irreconcileable  to  chriftianity.  They  are  very  fhy  and  rigorous  in 
all  their  dealings  with  the  Dutch  ;  and  Nagafacci,  in  the  ifland  of  Dezima,  is  the 
only  place  where  the  latter  are  fufFered  to  trade.  The  complexions  of  the  Japanefe 
are  in  general  yellowifli,  although  fome  few,  chiefly  women,  are  almoft  white.  Their 
narrow  eyes,  and  high  eye-brows,  are  like  thofe  of  the  Chinefe  and  Tartars  ;  and 
their  nofes  are  fhort  and  thick.  Their  hair  is  univerfally  black  ;  and  fuch  a  famenefs 
of  faftiion  reigns  throughout  this  whole  empire,  that  the  head-drefs  is  the  fame  from 
the  emperor  to  the  peafant.  The  faftiion  of  their  clothes  has  remained  without 
alteration  from  remote  antiquity.  They  confift  of  one  or  more  loofe  gowns,  tied  about 
the  middle  with  a  fafti.  People  of  rank  have  them  made  of  filk,  but  the  lower  clafs 
of  cotton  fluffs.  Women  generally  wear  a  greater  number  of  them  than  men,  and 
much  longer,  and  have  them  more  ornamented,  often  with  gold  or  filver  flowers  wo- 
Yen  into  the  fluff. 

Their  houfes  are  built  with  upright  pofts,  crofled  and  wattled  with  bamboo,  plafter- 
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ed  both  without  and  within,  and  white- wafhed.  They  generally  have  two  ftories  ; 
but  the  uppermoft  is  low  and  feldom  inhabited.  The  roofs  are  covered  with  pantiles, 
large  and  heavy,  but  neatly  made.  The  floors  are  elevated  two  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  covered  with  planks,  on  which  mats  are  laid,  They  have  no  furniture  in  their 
rooms  i  neither  tables,  chairs,  (tools,  benches  ,cupboards,  nor  even  beds.  Their  cuf- 
tom  is  to  fit  down  on  their  heels  upon  the  mats,  which  are  always  foft  and  clean. 
Th:ir  victuals  are  ferved  up  to  them  on  a  low  board  raifed  but  a  few  inches  from  the 
floor,  and  one  difh  only  at  a  time.  They  have  mirrors,  but  never  fix  them  up  in 
their  houfes  as  ornamental  furniture  :  they  are  made  of  a  compound  metal,  and  ufed 
only  at  their  toilets.  Notwithstanding  the  feveiity  of  their  winters,  which  obliges 
them  to  warm  their  houfes  from  November  to  March,  they  have  neither  fire  places 
nor  ftoves.  Inftead  of  thefe,  they  ufe  large  copper  pots  {landing  upon  legs.  Thefe 
are  lined  on  the  infide  with  loam,  on  which  allies  are  laid  to  fome  depth,  and-charcoal 
lightened  upon  them,  which  is  prepared  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  renders  its  fumes  not 
.dangerous.  The  firft  compliment  offered  to  a  ftranger,  in  their  houfes,  is  a  difh  of 
tea,  and  a  pipe  of  tobacco.  Fans  are  ufed  by  both  fexes  equally.  The  whole  nation  are 
cleanly-,  every  houfe,  whether  public  or  private,  has  a  bath,  of  which  daily  ufe  is 
made  by  the  family.  Obedience  to  parents,  and  refpect  to  fuperiors,  are  the  charac- 
teriftics  of  this  nation.  Their  falutations  and  converfations  between  equals  abound  alio 
with  civility  and  politenefs  ;  to  which  children  are  early  accuftomed  by  the  example  of 
their  parents.  Their  penal  laws  are  very  fevere  ;  but  punifhments  are  feldom  inflicted. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  country  where  fewer  crimes  againft  fociety  are  committed.  Com- 
merce and  manufactures  flourifh  here,  though,  as  thefe  people  have  few  wants,  they 
are  not  carried  to  the  fame  extent  as  in  Europe.  Agriculture  is  fo  well  understood,  that 
the  whole  country,  even  to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  is  cultivated.  They  trade  with  no 
foreigners  but  the  Dutch  and  Chinefe,  and  in  both  cafes  with  companies  of  privileged 
merchants.  Befides  the  fugars,  fpices  and  manufactured  goods,  which  the  Dutch  fend 
to  japan,  they  carry  thither  annually  upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  deer  fkins, 
and  more  than  one  hundred  thoufand  hides,  the  greater  part  of  which  they  get  from 
Siam,  where  they  pay  for  them  in  money.  The  merchandife  which  they  export  from 
thefe  ifhnds,  both  for  Bengal  and  Europe,  confifts  in  nine  thoufand  chefts  of  copper, 
each  weighing  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thou- 
fand weight  of  camphor.  Their  profits  on  imports  and  exports  are  valued  at  forty  or 
forty-five  per  cent.  As  the  Dutch  company  do  not  pay  duty  in  Japan,  either  on 
their  exports  or  imports,  they  fend  an  annual  prefent  to  the  emperor,  confining  of 
cloth,  chintz,  fuccotas,  cottons,  fluff's,  and  trinkets. 

The  Ladrone  Islands,  of  which  the  chief  is  faid  to  be  Guam,  are  in  eaft  longi- 
tude one  hundred  and  forty,  north  latitude  fourteen-,  they  are  about  twelve  in  num- 
ber. "We  know  nothing  of  them  worth  a  particular  mention,  except  that  lord  Anfon 
landed  upon  one  of  them,  Tinian,  where  he  found  plentiful  refrefhment  for  himfeif 
and  his  crew. 

Formosa  is  an  Ifland  fituated  to  the  eaft  of  China,  near  the  coaft  of  the  province 
of  Fo  kein,  and  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  chain  of  mountains  which  run  through 
the  middle,  beginning  at  the  fouth-coafts,  and  ending  at  the  north.  It  is  a  very  fine 
ifland,  abounds  with  all  the  necefTaries  of  life.  That  part  of  it  which  lies  to  the 
weft  of  the  mountains,  belongs  to  the  Chinefe,  who  confider  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eaftern  parts  as  lavages,  though  they  are  faid  to  be  a  very  inoffenfive  people.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  cultivated  parts  are  the  fame  with  the  Chinefe,  already  defcribed. 
The  Chinefe  have  like  wife  fubdued  feveral  other  iflands  in  thofe  feas,  of  which  we 
fcarcely  know  the  names.     Ainan  is  between  fixty  and  feventy  leagues  long,  be- 
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tween  fifty  and  fixty  in  breadth,  and  but  twelve  miles  from  the  province  of  Cantor}. 
The  original  inhabitants  are  a  timid,  cowardly  people,  and  live  in  the  moft  unwhole- 
fcme  part  of  the  ifiand.     1  he  coaft  and  cultivated  parts  are  poflefied  ,by  the  Chinefe. 

The  Philippines,  fo  called  from  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  are  faid  to  be  eleven  hurt* 
dred  in  number,  lying  in  the  Chinefe  fea,  part  ot  the  Pacific  Ocean,  two  hundred 
miles  fouth  eaft  of  China.  Manilla,  or  Luconia,  the  largeft,  is  four  hundred  miles  long 
and  two  hundred  broad.  The  inhabitants  confift  of  Chinefe,  Ethiopian?,  Malays, 
Spaniards,  Portuguefe,  Pintados,  or  painted  people,  and  Meftes,  a  mixture  of  all  thefe, 
The  iflands  belong  to  the  lcirg  of  Spain.  They  were  difcovered  by  Magellan,  and  in 
the  reign  of  Philip  II.  conquered  by  the  Spaniards.  Their  fituation  is  fuch,  between 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  continents,  that  the  inhabitants  trade  with  Mexico  and  Peru, 
as  well  as  with  all  the  iflands  and  places  of  the  Eaft  Indies.  Two  fhips  from  Aca- 
pulco,  in  Mexico,  carry  on  the  commerce  for  the  Spaniards,  who  make  four  hundred 
percent,  profit.  The  country  is  fruitful,  and  beautiful.  Venifon  of  all  kinds,  buffa- 
loes, hcgs,  fheep^  goats,  and  a  particular  large  fpecies  of  monkeys,  are  found  in  great 
p'enty.  The  neft  of  the  bird  faligan  affords  that  diflblving  jelly,  which  is  fo  voluptuous 
a  rarity  at  European  tables.  Many  European  fruits  and  flowers  thrive  furprifingly  in 
thofe  iflands.  If  a  fprig  cf  an  orange  or  lemon  tree  is  planted  there,  it  becomes  with- 
in the  year  a  fruit- bearing  tree  •,  fo  that  the  verdure  and  luxuriancy  of  the  foil  are  al- 
moft  incredible.  The  tree  amet  fuppliss  the  natives  with  water  ;  and  there  is  alfo  a 
kind  of  cane,  which,  if  cut,  yields  water  fufricient  for  a  draught.  This  tree  abound* 
in  the  mountains,   where  the  water  is  moft  wanted. 

The  city  of  Manilla  contain*  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants  •,  it's  port  lies  at  the 
diftance  of  three  leagues,  and  is  defended  by  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip.  In  1762,  Ma- 
nilla was  reduced  by  theEnglifh,  who  took  it  by  florm,  and  fuffered  the  archbifhop, 
who  was  the  Spanifh  \icercy,  to  lanfom  the  place  for  about  a  million  fterling.  The 
bargain  was  difowned  by  him  and  the  court  of  Spain,  fo  that  great  part  of  the  ran- 
fom  is  ftill  unpaid.  The  Spanifh  government  is  fettled  in  the  city  of  Manilla.  The 
Indian  inhabitants  pay  a  capitaticn  tax.  The  other  iflands  particularly  Mindanao* 
the  largeft  next  to  Manilla,  are  governed  by  native  princes.  The  fultan  of  Mindanao 
is  a  Mahometan. 

Thefe  iflands  are  enriched  with  all  the  profufion  of  nature  ;  but  they  are  fubject 
to  moft  dreadful  earthquakes,  thunder,  rains,  and  lightning-,  and  the  foil  is  peftered 
with  many  venomous  creatures,  and  even  herbs  and  flowers,  whofe  poifons  kill  almoft 
inftantaneoufly.     Some  of  their  mountains  contain  volcr.ncs-. 

The  Moluccas,  commonly  called  the  Spice  or  Clcve  Islands,  lie  all  within  the 
cempafs  of  twenty- five  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  the  Philippines.  They  are  in  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty- five  degrees  of  eaft  longitude,  and  between  one  degree  fouth;  and 
two  north  latitude.  They  are  in  number  five,  viz.  Bachian,  Machian,  Motyr,  Ter- 
nate,  and  Tydore.  Thefe  iflands  produce  neither  corn  nor  rite.  The  inhabitants  lire 
upon  a  bread  made  offagoe.  Their  chief  produce  confifts  of  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs-, 
in  vaft  quantities  •,  which  are  monopolized  by  the  Dutch,  who  deftroy  many  plants, 
left  the  natives  ffcould  fell  the  fupeifluous  fpice  to  other  nations.  Thefe  iflands  are 
now  governed  by  three  kings,  fubordinate  to  the  Dutch.  Ternate  is  the  largtft  of 
thefe  iflands  though  no  more  than  thirty  miles  in  circumference.  The  Dutch  have 
here  a  fort  called  Victoria  ;  and  another  called  Fort  Orange,  in  Machian. 

Amboyn  a.  This  ifland  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  the  Moluccas.  It  is  fittr- 
ated  in  the  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus,  between  the  third  and  fourth  degrees  of  fouth 
latitude,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  to  the  eaft  ward  of  Batavia.     Ambojna 
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is  about  feventy  miles  in  circumference,  and  defended  by  a  Dutch  garrifon  of  feven  or 
eight  hundred  men,  befides  fmall  forts,  which  protett  their  clove  plantations. 

The  Banda,  or  Nutmeg  Islands,  are  fituated  between  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  degrees  eaft  longitude,  and  between  four 
and  five  fouth  latitude,  comprehending  theiflands  of  Lantor,(the  chief  town  of  which 
is  Lantor)  Poleron,  Rofinging,  Pooloway,  and  Gonapi.  The  chief  forts  belonging  to 
the  Dutch,  on  thefe  iflands,  are  thofe  of  Revenge  and  Naflau.  The  nutmeg,°cover- 
ed  with  mace,  grows  on  thefe  iflands  only.  The  nutmeg  harveft  is  in  June  and 
Auguft. 

The  ifland  of  Celebes,  or  Macassar,  is  fituated  under  the  equator,  between  the 
ifland  of  Borneo  and  the  Spice  iflands,  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fixtv 
leagues  from  Batavia,  and  is  five  hundred  miles  long,  and  two  hundred  broad.  This 
ifland,  notwithftanding  its  extreme  heat,  is  rendered  habitable  by  breezes  from  the 
north,  and  periodical  rains.  Its  chief  product  is  pepper  and  opium  ;  and  the  natives 
are  expert  in  the  ftudy  of  poifons,  with  a  variety  of  which,  nature  has  furnifhed  them. 
The  Dutch  have  a  fortification  on  this  ifland  ;  but  the  internal  part  of  it  is  governed 
by  three  kings,  the  chief  of  whom  refides  in  the  town  of  Macafiar.  In  this,  and  moll 
of  the  other  Oriental  iflands,  the  inhabitants  live  in  houfes  built  on  large  polls,  which 
areaccefiible  only  by  ladders,  which  they  pull  up  in  the  night-time,  for  their  fecurity 
againft  venomous  animals.  They  are  faid  to  be  hofpitable  and  faithful,  if  not  provok- 
ed. They  carry  on  a  large  trade  with  the  Chinefe  ;  and  if  their  chiefs  were  not  per- 
petually at  war  with  each  other,  they  might  eafily  drive  the  Dutch  from  their  ifland. 
Their  port  of  Jampoden  is  the  moil  capacious  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

The  Dutch  have  likewife  fortified  Gilolo  and  Ceram,  two  other  fpice  iflands  ly- 
ing under  the  equator.     They  allow  no  fliips  to  traffic  in  thofe  feas. 

TheSuNDA  Islands  are  fituated  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  between  ninety-three  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees  of  eaft  longitude,  and  between  eight  degrees  north 
and  eight  degrees  fouth  latitude,  comprehending  the  iflands  of  Borneo,  Sumatra,  Java' 
Bally,  Lambee,  Banca,  &c.     The  three  firft,  from  their  great  extent  and  importance' 
require  to  be  feparately  defcribed. 

Borneo  is  faid  to  be  eight  hundred  miles  long,  and  feven  hundred  broad,  and,  till 
late  difcoveries,  was  thought  to  be  the  largeft  ifland  in  the  world.  The  inland  part  of 
the  country  is  maTlhy  and  unhealthy  ;  and  the  inhabitants  live  in  towns  built  upon 
floats  in  the  middle  of  the  rivers.  The  foil  produces  rice,  cotton,  canes,  pepper,  cam- 
phor, the  tropical  fruits,  gold,  and  excellent  diamonds.  The  ouran-outang  is  a  native 
of  this  country.  It  is  now  found,  by  dr.  Camper,  to  have  the  intermaxillary  bone,  in 
common  with  other^  quadrupeds,  and  in  many  other  particulars  to  differ  from  the  hu- 
man form,  with  which  it  was  long  fuppofed  to  have  fo  near  a  refemblance.  The  fea 
coaft  of  Borneo  is  governed  by  Mahometan  princes  ;  the  chief  port  of  this  ifland  is 
Benjar-Mafleen.     Borneo  carries  on  a  confiderable  commerce. 

Sumatra  has  Malacca  on  the  north,  Borneo  on  the  eaft,  and  Java  on  the  fouth- 
eaft,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  the  ftraits  of  Sunda  ;  it  is  divided  into  two  equal 
parts  by  the  equator,  extending  five  degrees,  and  upwards,  north-weft  of  it,  and  five 
on  the  fouth-eaft ;  and  is  one  thoufand  miles  long,  and  one  hundred  broad.  This  if- 
land produces  gold.  Mr.  Marfden  thinks  that  it  was  unknown  to  the  ancients.  The 
higheft  mountain  in  Sumatra  is  called  Ophir  by  the  Europeans,  Its  fummit  is  thirteen 
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thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two  feet,  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  This  exceeds, 
by  five  hundred  and  feventy-feven  feet,  the  height  of  the  peak  of  Teneriffe.  The  Portu- 
guefe  were  the  rirft  difcoverers  and  fettlers,  but  were  defeated  in  their  attempts  againft 
Acheen.  The  firft  Englifh  fleet  that  made  its  appearance  in  this  part  of  the  world,  vi- 
fited  Acheen  in  the  year  1602,  under  captain  Lancafter,  who  carried  a  letter  from 
queen  Elizabeth  to  the  king  of  that  place.  The  Englifh  Eaitlndia  company  have  two 
fettlements  here,  Bencoolen,  and  fort-Marlborough  ;  from  whence  they  bring  their 
chief  carcoes  of  pepper.  The  king  of  Acheen  is  the  chief  of  the  Mahometan  princes, 
who  poffefs  the  fea-coafts.  The  interior  parts  are  governed  by  pagan  princes,  whofe 
governments  are  all  independent,  and  their  language  and  manners  are  very  different. 
The  natural  products  of  Sumatra  are  much  the  fame  with  thoie  of  the  adjacent  iflands, 
but  this  ifland  is  furpaffed  by  few  in  rice  and  pepper.  It  is  from  this  country  that  moft 
of  the  caffia  fent  to  Europe  is  brought.  The  caffia  tree  grows  to  fifty  or  fixty  feet  high, 
with  a  ftem  of  about  two  feet  diameter,  and  a  beautiful  and  regular  fpreading  head. 
The  quantity  of  pepper  produced  in  the  Eaft  India  company's  diftrict  in  Sumatra  is  an- 
nually twelve  hundred  tons  ;  of  which  the  greateft  part  is  fent  to  Europe,  and  the  reft 
to  China. 

Rain  is  very  frequent  here,  fometimes  very  heavy,  and  almoft  always  attended  with 
thunder  and  lightning.     Earthquakes  are  not  uncommon,  and  there  are  feveral  volca- 
noes on  the  ifland.     The  people  who  inhabit  the  coaft,  are  Malays,  who  came  hither 
from  the  peninfula  of  Malacca,  but  the  interior  parts  are  inhabited  by  a  very  different 
people,  who  have  no  connexion  with  the  Europeans.     Their  language  and  character 
differ  much  from  thofe  of  the  Malays  ;  the  latter  ufmg  the  Arabic  character,  as  do  the 
Acheenefe.     The  people  between  the  diftricts  of  the  Englifh  company,  and  thofe  of 
the  Dutch  at  Palembang,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ifland,  write  on  long  narrow  flips  of 
the  bark  of  a  tree,  with  a  piece  of  bamboo.  They  begin  at  the  bottom,  and  write  from 
the  left  hand  to  the  right,  contrary  to  the  cuflom  of  the  other  eaftern  nations.     The 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  parts  of  Sumatra,  are  a  free  people,  and  live  in  fmall  villa- 
ges independent  of  each  other,  and  governed  each  by  its  own  chief.     They  have  moft 
of  them',  large  fwellings  in  their  necks,  in  general  as  big  as  an  oflrich  egg,  like  the 
Goitres  of  the  Alps.     That  part  of  this  ifland,  which  is  called  the  Caffia  country,  is 
well  inhabited  by  a  people  called  Battas,  who  differ  from  all  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Sumatra  in  language,  manners,  and  cuftoms.    They  have  no  king,  but  live  in  villages, 
and  are  generally  at  variance.     They  fortify  their  villages  very  ftrongly  with  double 
fences  of  camphor  plank,  pointed,  and  placed  with  their  points  projecting  outwards ; 
and  between  thefe  fences  they  place  pieces  of  bamboo,  hardened  by  fire,  and  likewife 
pointed,  which  are  concealed  by  the  grafs,  but  which  will  run  quite  through  a  man's 
foot.  Such  of  their  enemies  as  they  take  prifoners,  they  put  to  death  and  eat,  and  their 
ikulls  they  hang  up,  as  trophies,  in  the  houfes  where  the  unmarried  men  and  boys  eat 
and  fleep.  They  allow  of  polygamy  j  a  man  may  purchafe  as  many  wives  as  he  pleaf- 
es  •,  but  mr.  Marfden  obferves,  that  an  inftance  rarely  occurs  of  their  having  more 
than  one,  and  thofe  only  among  a  few  of  their  chiefs.     The  original  clothing  of  the 
Sumatrans  is  the  fame  fort  of  cloth  with  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite.  The  buf- 
faloe  makes  a  chief  part  of  their  food,  and  is  the  only  animal  employed  in  their  do- 
meftic  labours.     The  Sumatran  pheafantjs  a  bird  of  uncommon  beauty.. 

"Within  about  ninety  miles  of  Sumatra  is  the  ifland  of  Enganho,  which  is  very  lit- 
tle known,  on  account  of  the  terrible  rocks  and  breakers  that  entirely  furround  it.  It 
is  inhabited  by  naked  favages,  who  are  tall  and  well  made,  and  who  generally  appear 
armed  with  lances  and  clubs.  They  fpeak  a  different  language  from  the  inhabitants., 
of  any  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,. 
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The  greateft  part  of  Java  belongs  to  the  Dutch,  who  have  here  ere&ed  a  kind  of 
commercial  monarchy,  the  capital  of  which  is  Batavia,  a  populous  city,  lying  in  the 
latitude  of  fix  degrees  fouth,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Jucata,  and  furnifhed  with  one 
of  the  fineft  harbours  in  the  world.  The  town  itfelf  is  about  a  league  and  a  half  in 
circumference,  with  five  gates,  and  furrounded  by  regular  fortifications  ;  but  its  fub- 
urbs  are  faid  to  be  ten  times  more  populous  than  itfelf.  The  government  here,  is' a 
mixture  of  eaftern  magnificence,  and  European  police,  and  held  by  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor-general of  the  Indies.  When  he  appears  abroad,  he  is  attended  by  his  guards  and 
officers.  The  fine  canals,  bridges,  and  avenues,  would  render  Batavia  an  agreeable  re- 
fidence,  were  it  not  extremely  unhealthy.  The  defcription  of  its  government  and  pub- 
lic edifices,  has  employed  whole  volumes.'  The  citadel,  where  the  governor  has  his 
palace,  commands  the  town  and  the  fuburbs,  which  are  inhabited  by  natives  of  almofl 
every  nation  in  the  world.  The  Chinefe,  refiding  in  this  ifland,  are  computed  at  one 
hundred  thoufand  j  but  about  thirty  thoufand  of  that  nation,  were,  in  1740,  barba- 
roufly  maffacred,  without  the  fmalleft  offence  proved  upon  them.  This  maffacre  was 
too  unprovoked  and  deteftable  to  be  defended  by  the  Dutch,  who,  when  the  governor 
arrived  in  Europe,  fent  him  back  to  be  tried  at  Batavia  ;  but  he  never  has  been  heard 
of  fince.  A  Dutch  garrifon,  of  three  thoufand  men,  conftantly  refides  at  Batavia  ;  and 
about  fifteen  thoufand  troops  are  quartered  in  the  ifland  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city.  Their  government  is  welL  calculated  to  prevent  the  independency  either  of  the 
civil  or  military  power. 

The  Andaman  and  Nicobar  iflands  lie  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Bengal,  and 
furnifh  provifions,  confifling  of  tropical  fruits,  and  other  neceffaries,  for  the  fhips  that 
touch  there.  They  are,  otherwife,  too  inconfiderable  to  be  mentioned.  They  are  in- 
habited by  an  harmlefs,  inoffenfive  people. 

Ceylon.  This  ifland,  though  not  the  largeft,  is  thought  to  be,  by  nature,  the  rich- 
eft  and  fineft  in  the  world.  It  is  fituated  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  near  Cape  Comorin, 
the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  Hither  Peninfula  of  India,  being  feparated  from  the  coaft. 
of  Coromandel  by  a  narrow  flrait,  and  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long,  and  two 
hundred  broad.  The  natives  call  it  the  terreftrial  paradife.  It  produces,  befides  excel- 
lent fruits  of  all  kinds,  long  pepper,  fine  cotton,  ivory,  filk,  tobacco,  ebony,  mufk, 
eryftal,  falt-petre,  fulphur,  lead,  iron,  iteel,  copper  ;  as  alfo  cinnamon,  gold,  filver,  and 
every  fort  of  precious  itones,  except  diamonds.  All  kinds  of  fowl  and  fifh  abound 
here.  Every  part  of  this  ifland  is  well  wooded  and  watered  ;  and,  befides  fome  curi- 
ous animals  peculiar  to  itfelf,  it  has  plenty  of  cows,  buffaloes,  goats,  hogs,  deer,  hares,, 
dogs,  and  other  quadrupeds.  The  Ceylon  elephant  is  preferred  to  all  others,  efpecially 
If  fpotted  ;  but  feveral  noxious  animals,  fuch  as  ferpents  and  ants,  are  likewife  found 
here.  The  chief  commodity  of  the  ifland  is  its  cinnamon,  which  is  by  far  the  beft  in 
all  Afia.  Though  Its  trees  grow  in  great  profufion,  yet  the  beft  are  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Columbo,  the  chief  fettlement  of  the  Dutch,  and  Negambo.  The  mid- 
dle of  the  country  is  mountainous  and  woody,  but  the  rich  and  beautiful  vallies  Sre 
left  in  poflefiion  of  the  Dutch,  who  have,  in  a  manner,  fhut  up  the  king  in  his  capital 
city,  Candy,  which  ftands  on  a  mountain,  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  lb  that  he  has 
fcarcely  any  communication  with  other  nations,  or  any  property  in  his  own  dominions. 
The  defcendants  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  are  called  Cinglaffes,  who  value  them- 
felves  upon  their  maintaining  their  ancient  laws  and  cuftoms.  They  are  in  general  a 
fober,.  inoffenfive  people,  and  are  mingled  with  Moors,  Malabars,  Port uguefe  and 
Dutch. 

It  may  be  here  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  cinnamon  tree,  which  is  a  native  of  this 
ifland,  has  two,  if  not  three  barks,  which  form  the  true,  cinnamon;  the  trees  of  a-. 
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middling  growth  and  age  afford  the  bed  ;  and  the  body  of  the  tree,  which  when  {trip- 
ped is  white,  ferves  for  building  and  other  ufes.  In  1656,  the  Dutch  were  invited  by 
the  natives  of  this  delightful  ifland,  to  defend  them  againft  the  Portuguefe,  whom  they 
expelled,  and  have  monopolized  it,  ever  fince,  to  themfelves.  In  January,  1782, 
Trincomale,  the  chief  fea-port  of  the  ifland,  was  taken  by  the  Englifh,  but  foon 
afterwards  re-taken  by  the  French,  and  reftored  to  the  Dutch  by  the  lad  treaty  of 
peace. 

The  Maldives.  Thefe  are  a  vaft  clutter  of  fmall  iflands,  or  little  rocks,  juft  above 
the  water,  lying  between  the  equator  and  eight  degrees  north  latitude,  near  Cape 
Comorin.  They  are  chiefly  reforted  to  by  the  Dutch,  who  carry  on  a  profitable  trade 
with  the  natives,  for  couries,  a  kind  of  fmall  fhells,  which  pafs  for  money  upon  the 
coafts  of  Guinea  and  other  parts  of  Africa.  The  nut  of  the  cocoa  is  a  valuable  fruit 
and  medicine.  Of  this  tree,  they  build  veffels  of  twenty  or  thirty  tons  ;  their  hulls, 
mafls,  fails,  rigging,  anchors,  cables,  provifions,  and  firing,  are  all  from  this  ufeful^ 
tree. 

We  have  already  mentioned  Bombay,  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  in  fpeaking  of  India. 

"With  regard  to  the  language  of  all  the  Oriental  iflands,  nothing  certain  can  be  faid. 
Each  ifland  has  a  particular  tongue  ;  but  the  Malayan,  Chinefe,  Portuguefe,  Dutch, 
and  Indian  words,  are  fo  frequent  among  them,  that  it  is  difficult  for  an  European  to 
know  the  radical  languages.  Their  religion  is  Pagan,  but  intermixed  with  many 
Mahometan,  Jewifli,  Chriftian,  and  other  foreign  rites. 

The  fea,  which  feparates  the  fouthern  point  of  the  peninfula  of  Kamtfchatka  from 
Japan,  contains  a  number  of  iflands,  in  a  pofition  from  north-north-eafl  to  fouth-fouth- 
weft,  which  are  called  the  Kurile  Islands.  They  are  upwards  of  twenty  in  num- 
ber, are  all  mountainous,  and  in  feveral  of  them  are  volcanoes  and  hot  fprings.  The 
principal  of  thefe  iflands  are  inhabited  ;  but  fome  of  the  little  ones  are  entirely  defert 
and  unpeopled.  They  differ  much  from  each  other,  in  refpect  both  to  their  fituation 
and  natural  conftitution.  The  forefts,  in  the  mod  northern  ones,  are  compofed  of 
laryx  and  pines ;  thofe  to  the  fouthward  produce  canes,  bamboos,  vines,  &c.  In  fome 
of  them  are  bears  and  foxes.  The  fea-otter,  appears  on  the  coafts  of  all  thefe  iflands, 
as  well  as  whales,  fea-horfes,  feals,  and  other  amphibious  animals.  Some  of  the  inha- 
bitants have  a  great  likenefs  to  the  Japanefe,  in  their  manners,  language,  and  perfonal 
appearance ;  others  very  much  refemble  the  Kamtfchatkadales.  The  northern  iflands 
acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of  the  empire  of  Ruffia  ;  but  thofe  to  the  fouth,  pay 
homage  to  Japan.  The  men  hunt,  fifh  for  fea  animals  and  whales,  and  catch  fowls. 
Their  canoes  are  made  of  wood  that  their  forefts  produce,  or  that  the  fea  carts  upon 
their  fhores.  The  fouthern  iflanders  carry  on  a  fort  of  commerce  with  Japan,  to  which 
they  export  whale-oil,  furs,  and  eagle's  feathers  for  fledging  arrows.  In  return,  they 
bring  Japanefe  utenfils  of  metal  and  varnifhed  wood,  fkillets,  fabres,  different  (tufts, 
tobacco,  all  forts  of  trinkets,  and  fmall  wares. 
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AFRICA,  the  third  grand  divifion  of  the  globe,  is  generally  reprefented  as 
bearing  Come  refemblance  to  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  the  bafe  being  the  northern 
part  of  it,  which  runs  along  the  mores  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  point  or  top  of 
the  pyramid,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Africa  is  a  peninfula  of  a  prodigious  extent, 
joined  to  Afia  only  by  a  neck  of  land,  about  fixty  miles  over,  between  the  Red  Sea 
and  the  Mediterranean,  ufually  called  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez.  Its  utmoft  length,  from 
north  to  fouth,  from  Cape  Bona  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  37  degrees  north,  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  34-7  fouth  latitude,  is  four  thoufand  three  hundred  miles  ; 
and  the  broadeft  part,  from  Cape  Verd,  in  17-20  degrees,  to  Cape  Guardafui,  near  the 
ftraits  of  Babel  Mandel,  in  51-20  eaft  longitude,  is  three  thoufand  five  hundred  miles 
from  eaft  to  weft.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  which  fe- 
parates  it  from  Europe  •,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez,  the  Red  Sea,  and  the 
Indian  Ocean,  which  divide  it  from  Afia  •,  on  the  fouth,  by  the  Southern  Ocean  ;  and 
on  the  weft,  by  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean,  which  feparates  it  from  America.  As  the 
equator  divides  this  extenfive  country  almoft  in  the  middle,  and  the  far  greater  part 
of  it  is  within  the  tropics,  the  heat  is,  in  many  places,  almoft  infupportable  to  an  Eu- 
ropean •,  it  being  there  increafed  by  the  reflexion  of  the  fun's  rays  from  the  vaft  de- 
ferts  of  burning  fands.  The  coafts,  however,  and  banks  of  rivers,  fuch  as  the  Nile,  are 
generally  fertile,  and  moft  parts  of  this  region  are  inhabited,  though  it  is  far  from 
being  fo  populous  as  Europe  or  Afia.  From  what  has  been  faid,  the  reader  cannot  ex- 
pect to  find  here  a  variety  of  climates.  In  Africa,  fnow  feldom  or  never  falls  in  the 
plains  :  and  it  never  lies  but  on  the  tops  of  the  high  mountains.  The  natives  in  thefe 
fcorching  regions,  would  as  foon  expect  that  marble  fhould  melt  and  flow  in  liquid 
ftreams,  as  that  water,  by  freezing,  fhould  lofe  its  fluidity,  be  arretted  by  the  cold, 
and,  ceafing  to  flow,  become  like  the  folid  rock. 

The  geography  of  Africa  has  made  a  flower  progrefs  towards  improvement  than 
that  of  any  other  part  of  the  world,  during  the  laft  and  prefent  century.  But  this 
muft  be  attributed  to  natural  caufes  ;  as  it  is  penstrated  by  no  inland  feas,  like  the 
Mediterranean,  Baltic,  or  Hudfon's  Bay  •,  nor  overfpread  with  extenfive  lakes,  like 
thofs  of  North  America. 

One  of  the  moft  confiderable  rivers  in  Africa,  is  the  Niger,  which  falls  into  the  At- 
lantic or  "Weftern  Ocean  at  Senegal,  after  a  courfe  of  two  thoufand  eight  hundred 
miles*.  It  increafes  and  decreafes  as  the  Nile,  fertilifes  the  country,  and  contains  grains 
of  gold  intermixed  with  its  fand.  The  Gambia  and  Senegal  are  only  branches  of 
this  river.  The  Nile  divides  Egypt  into  two  parts,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Me- 
diterranean, after  a  prodigious  course  from  its  fource  in  Abyfllnia. 

The  moft  confiderable  mountain  in  Africa  is  the  Atlas,  a  ridge  extending  from  the 
Weftern  Ocean,  to  which  it  gives  the  name  of  Atlantic  Ocean,  as  far  as  Egypt.  The 
mountains  of  the  moon,  extending  themfelves  between  Abyflinia  and  Monomotapa, 
are  ftill  higher  than  thofe  of  Atlas.  Thofe  of  Sierra  Leona,  or  the  mountains  of  the 
lions,  divide  Nigritia  from  Guinea,  and  extend  as  far  as  Ethiopia.  The  peak  of  Tene- 
riffe,  which  the  Dutch  make  their  meridian,  rifes  about  two  miles  high  in  the  form 
ofafugar-loaf,  and  is  fituated  on  an  ifland  of  the  fame  name  near  the  coaft.     Cape 

This  is  extremely  difficult,  if    not    impossible  to    ascertain.     For  (according;  to   Mr.     Lucas's  communication  to 
the  African  Association)  both  the  rise  and  termination  of  the  Niger  are  unknown  :  but  the  course  is  from  east  te  west. 
Vol.  II  2Q_ 


150  AFRICA. 

Verd  is  fo  called,  bccaufe  the  land  is  always  covered  with  green  trees  and  moiTy 
ground  ;  it  is  the  moft  wefterly  point  of  the  continent  of  Africa.  The  cape  of  Good 
Hope  was  fo  denominated  by  the  Portuguefe,  when  they  fiift  went  round  it,  in  1498, 
anddifcovered  a  palTage  to  Afia.  It  is'the  fouthern  extremity  of  Africa  in  the  coun- 
try of  the  Hottentots  ;  at  prefent  in  the  pofleiTion  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  general 
rendevouz  of  fhips  of  every  nation  who  trade  to  India,  being  about  half  way  from 
Europe.  There  is  but  one  (bait  in  Africa,  which  is  called  Babel-Mandel,  and  joins 
the  Red  Sea  with  the  Indian  Ocean. 

The  fituation  of  Africa,  for  commerce,  is  extremely  favourable,  (landing,  as  it  were, 
in  the  centre  of  the  globe,  and  having  thereby  a  much  nearer  communication  with 
Europe,  Afia,  and  America,  than  any  other  quarter  has  with  the  reft.  That  it 
abounds  with  gold,  we  have  not  only  the  teftimony  of  the  Portuguefe,  the  Dutch, 
the  Englifh,  and  the  French,  who  have  fettlements  on  its  coals,  but  that  cf  the  moft 
authentic  hiftorians.  It  is,  however,  the  misfortune  of  Africa,  that,  though'it  has 
ten  thoufand  miles  of  fea  ccaft,  with  noble,  large,  deep  rivers,  it  is  inhabited  by  bar- 
barous or  favage  nations.  At  the  mouth  of  many  of  its  rivers  are  the  moft  excellent 
harbours,  deep,  fafe,  calm,  and  fheltered  from  the  wind,  and  capable  of  being  made 
perfectly  fecure  by  fortifications  ;  but  quite  deftitute  of  /hipping,  trade,  and  mer- 
chants, even  where  there  is  plenty  of  merchandife.  In  (hort,  Africa,  though  a  full 
quarter  of  the  globe,  ftored  with  inexhauftible  treafure,  and  capable  of  fo  many  im- 
provements, feems  to  be  almoft  entirely  neglected,  both  by  the  natives,  and  by  the 
Europeans  who  are  fettled  in  it. 

Africa  once  contained  feveral  kingdoms  andftates,  eminent  for  the  liberal  arts,  for 
wealth  ar.d  power,  and  the  moft  extenfive  commerce.  The  kingdom  of  Egypt  was 
celebrated  ;  and  Carthage  cnce  extended  her  commerce  to  every  part  of  the  ancient 
world  ;  even  the  Britifh  fhores  were  vifited  by  her  fleets.  After  this,  the  natives,  con- 
ftantly  plundered  and  confequently  irnpoverifhed,  by  the  governors  fent  from  Rome, 
neglected  their  trade,  and  culiivated  no  more  of  their  lands  than  might  ferve  for 
their  fubfiftence.  Upon  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  in  the  fifth  century,  the 
north  of  Africa  was  over-run  by  the  Vandals.  They  fettled  in  the  country,  and  in- 
corporated with  the  former  inhabitants  ;  but,  after  a  confiderable  fpnee  of  time,  they 
were  attacked  by  the  Roman  armies,  under  the  command  of  Belifarius.  The  empe- 
ror Juftinian  pretended  a  right  to  the  dominion  of  this  country;  a  right  which 
could  only  be  founded  on  the  conqueft  of  Cartharge  by  the  ancient  Scipios.  In  fup- 
port  of  10  pure  a  title,  Belifarius  made  no  fcruple  to  ravage  a  prodigious  extent  of 
country,  to  butcher  an  immenfe  number  of  people  who  never  had  given  him  the 
fmalleft  offence.  The  virtues  and  the  difafters  of  this  unfeeling  inftrument  of  defpot- 
ifm,  have  continued,  even  in  the  prefent  age,  to  be  the  object  of  admiration  ar.d 
of  fympathy,  to  the  multitude  of  readers.  In  the  feventh  cencury,  the  Saracens 
made  a  fudden  conqueft  of  all  the  coafts  of  Egypt  and  Barbary.  Thefe  were  fuceed- 
ed  by  the  Turks  ;  and  both  being  of  the  Mahometan  religion,  whofe  profeffbrs  carri- 
ed defolation  with  them  wherever  they  came  ;  the  ruin  of  that  once  flouriftiing  part 
of  the  world  was  thereby  completed. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  continent/with  refpect  to  religion,  may  be  divided  into 
three  forts  ;  namely,  Pagans,  Mahometans,  and  Chriftians.  The  firft  are  the  moft  nu- 
merous, poflefling  the  greateft  part  of  the  country,  from  the  tropic  of  Cancer  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  they  are  generally  black.  The  Mahometans,  who  are  of  a 
tawny  complexion,  poffefs  Egypt,  and  almoft  all  the  northern  ftiores  of  Africa,  or 
what  is  called  the  Barbary  coaft.  The  people  of  Abytfinia,  or  the  upper  Ethiopea,  are 
denominated  Chriftians,  but  retain  many  Pagan  and  Jewifn  rites.  There  are  alfo  fome 
Jews,  in  the  north  of  Africa,  who  manage  all  the  fcanty  trade  which  that  part  of  the 
country  enjoys. 

There  are  icarcely  any  two  nations,  or,  indeed,  any  two  geographers,  who  agree  in 
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the  modern  divifions  of  Africa.  Very  few  travellers  have  penetrated  Into  the  heart 
of  the  country  ;  and,  confequently,  we  are  ignorant  of  the  bounds,  and  even  the 
names  of  feveral  inland  nations.  According  to  the  btft  accounts  and  conjectures, 
Africa  may  be  divided  according  to  the  following  table. 


i 
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The  principal  iflands  of  Africa  lie  in  the  Indian  feas  and  Atlantic  Ocean  •,  of  which 
the  following  belong  to  or  trade  with  the  Europeans,  and  ferve  to  refrefh  their 
fhipping  to  and  from  India. 


I  Hands. 


Bibel-M.in.Iel,  at  the  entrance   of   the 

Red  Sea, 
Zocotra,  in  the  Indian  Ocean, 
The  Comora  Ifles,  ditto, 
Madagascar,  ditto, 
Mauritius,  ditto, 
Bourbon, 

St.   Helena,  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
Afcenfion,  ditto, 
St.   Matthew,  ditto, 
St.  Thomas,  Anahoa,  Princes"!   ,. 

Ifland,  Fernandopo  J 

Cape  Verd  Iflands,  ditto, 
Goree,  ditto, 
Csnaries,  ditto, 
Madeiras,  ditto, 
The  Azores,  or  We  ft  em  Ifles,  lie^ 

nearly  at  an  equal  diftance  from  Vdo. 

Europe,  Africa,  and  America     J 


Sq.   M. 


Towns. 


60c 
,00C 
,000 
,840 
,100 


5°° 


Babel  Mandel 

Calaufia 

Joanna 

St.  Auflin 

Mauritius 

Bourbon 

St.  Helena 


St.  Thomas,  Anaboa 

St.  Domingo 
Fort  St.  Michael 
Pa!ma,St.  Chriftophers 
Santa  Cruz.  Funchal 

Angra,  St.  Michael 


frade  with, or  belong  to 


AH  nations 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

French 

Ditto 

Englifh 

Uninhabited 

Ditto 

Portuguefe 

Ditto 

French 
Spanifh 
Portuguefe 

Ditto 
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Having  given  the  reader  fome  idea  of  Africa,  in  general,  with  the  principal  king- 
doms, and  their  fuppofed  dimensions,  we  (hall  now  confider  it  under  four  grand  di- 
visions ■,  firft  Egypt  ;  fecondly,  the  ftates  of  Barbary,  ftretching  along  the  coaft  of 
the  Mediterranean,  from  Egypt  in  the  eaft,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,  weft  ;  thirdly,  the 
kingdoms  of  Abyflinia,  Fezzan,  Bornou,  and  Cafhna  -,  and  laftly,  that  part  of  Africa 
between  the  tropic  of  Cancer  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  laft  of  thefe  divi- 
sions, indeed,  is  vaftly  greater  than  the  other  three  ;  but  the  nations  which  it  contains 
are  fo  little  known,  and  fo  barbarous,  and,  like  all  barbarous  nations,  fo  fimilar  in 
moft  refpecls  to  each  other,  that  they  may,  without  impropropriety,  be  thrown  un- 
der one  general  head. 
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Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length  600 ->      t    .  1  20  and  3 1  north  latitude.  -1     ,-Anl 

Breadth25o}    Ween      }  28  and  36  eaft  longitude.  }   ,4°'7°a 

Boundaries.]  T  T  is  bounded  by  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  on  the  north  ;  by  the  Red 
i»Sea,  on  the  eaft  •,   by  Abyiii:iia,    or  the   Upper    Ethiopia,  on  the 
fouth  •,  and  by  the  defert  of  Barca,  and  the  unknown  parts  of  Africa,  on  the  weft. 

Divifions.  Chief  Towns. 

")    ("Grand  Cairo,  E.  Ion.  32  N.  lat.  30. 
]    I  Bulac 
Lower  Egypt  \  \  Alexandria 


I  Rofetto 
(_Damietta 


,    fSavd  or  Thebes 
Lpper  Egypt  J    LColTiar> 

Air.]  It  is  obferved  by  Mr.  Volney,  that  from  March  to  November,  the  heat  is 
a'moft  infupportable  to  an  European.  "  During  the  whole  of  this  feafon,  the  air 
is  inflamed,  the  iky  fparkling  and  the  heat  opprefiive  to  all  unaccuftcmed  to  it."  The 
other  months  are  more  temperate.  Thefoutherly  winds,  which  fometimes  blow  in 
Egypt,  are  by  the  natives  called  poifonous  winds,  or  the  hot  winds  of  the  defert.  They 
are  of  fuch  extreme  heat  and  drynefs,  that  no  animated  body,  expofed  to  them,  can 
withftand  their  fatal  influence.  During  the  three  days  which  they  generally  laft,  the 
ftreets  are  deferted  •,  and  unfortunate  is  the  traveller  wnom  they  furprife  remote  from 
lhelter  ;  when  they  exceed  three  days,  they  are  intolerable.  Very  frequently  the  in-< 
habitants  are  almoft  blinded  with  drifts  of  fand.  Thefe  inconveniencies  are  remedied 
by  the  rifing  and  overflowing  of  the  Nile. 

Soil  and  produce.]  The  vaft  fertility  of  Egypt  is  owing  to  the  annual  inundation 
of  the  Nile,  occafioned  by  the  rains  which  fall  during  May,  June,  and  July,  in  Abyfli- 
nia  and  the  neighbouring  countries  of  Africa.  According  to  Mr.  Volney  the  com- 
mencement of  the  inundation  is  not  entirely  afcertained,  though  the  Coptes  fix  it  at  the 
nineteenth  of  June.  At  the  heieht  of  its  flood,   in  the  Lower  Egypt,  nothing  is  to  be 
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fcen  in  the  plains,  but  the  tops  of  fcrefts  and  fruit-trees,  their  towns  and  villages  be- 
ing built  upcn  eminences  either  natural  or  artificial.  When  the  river  is  at  its  proper 
height,  the  inhabitants  celebrate  a  kind  of  jubilee,  with  various  feftivities.  The  banks 
cr  mounds  which  confine  it,  are  cut  by  the  TurkilTi  bafhatv,  attended  by  his  grandees. 
When  the  banks  are  cut,  the  water  is  let  into  what  they  call  the  grand  canal,  which 
runs  through  Cairo,  from  whence  it  is  distributed  into  fiuices,  for  fupplying  their 
fields  and  gardens.  This  being  done,  and  the  waters  beginning  to  retire,  fuch  is  the 
fertility  of  the  foil,  that  the  labour  of  the  husbandman  is  next  to  nothing.  He  throws 
his  wheat  and  barley  into  the  ground,  in  October  and  May.  He  turns  his  cattle  out 
to  graze  in  November,  and  in  about  fix  weeks,  nothing  can  be  more  charming  than  the 
proipect,  which  the  face  of  the  country  prefents,  in  raifing  corn,  vegetables,  and  ver- 
dure of  every  fort.  Oranges,  lemons,  and  fruits,  perfume  the  air.  The  culture  of 
pulfe,  melons,  fugar-canes,  and  other  plants,  which  require  moifture,  is  fupplied  by 
(mall,  but  regular  fiuices  from  cifterns  and  refervoirs.  Dates,  plantanes,  grapes,  figs, 
end  palm-trees,  from  which  wine  is  made,  are  here  plentiful.  March  and  April  are 
the  harveft  months,  and  produce  three  crops  ;  one  of  lettuces  and  cucumbers,  the 
latter  of  which  is  the  chief  food  of  the  inhabitants,  one  of  corn,  and  one  of  melons. 

Animals.]  Egypt  abounds  in  black  cattle  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  the  inhabitants 
employ  every  day  twenty  thoufand  oxen  in  raifing  water  for  their  grounds.  They 
have  a  fine  large  breed  of  afles,  upon  which  the  chriftians  ride,  being  debarred  by 
the  Turks  from  riding  on  any  other  beaft.  The  Egyptian  horfes  are  very  fine  ;  they 
never  trot,  but  walk  well,  and  gallop  with  great  fpeed,  turn  fhort,  ftop  in  a  moment, 
and  are  extremely  tradable.  The  hippopotamus,  or  river  horfe,  an  amphibious  animal, 
refembling  an  ox  in  its  hinder  parts,  with  the  head  of  a  horfe,  is  common  in  Upper 
Egypt.  Tygers,  hyenas,  camels,  antelopes,  ap:s  with  the  bead  like  a  dog,  and  the 
rat,  called  ichneumon,  are  natives  of  Egypt.  The  cameleon,  a  little  animal  fomevvhat 
refembling  a  lizard,  is  found  here  as  well  as  in  the  neigbouring  countries.  The  croco- 
dile was  formerly  thought  peculiar  to  Egypt,  but  there  does  not  feem  to  be  any  ma- 
terial difference  between  it  and  the  alligators  of  Ir.dh,  and  America.  They  are  both 
amphibious  animals,  in  the  form  of  a  lizard;  and  grow  till  they  are  about  twenty  feet 
in  length  •,  they  have  four  fhort  legs,  with  large  feet  armed  with  claws,  and  their 
backs  are  covered  with  a  kind  of  impenetrable  fcales,  like  armour.  The  crocodile  waits 
for  his  prey  in  the  fedge,  and  other  coverts,  on  the  fides  of  the  rivers  ;  and  in  an 
attitude  refembling  the  trunk  of  an  old  tree,  fometimes  furprifes  the  unwary  traveller 
with  his  fore  paws,  or  beats  him  down  with  his  tail. 

This  country  produces  likewife  great  numbers  of  eagles,  hawks,  pelicans,  and  wa- 
ter fowls  of  all  kinds.  The  ibis,  a  creature  fomewhat  refembling  a  duck,  was  deified 
by  the  ancient  Egyptians,  for  its  deftroying  ferpents  and  peftiferous  infects.  They 
were  thought  to  be  peculiar  to  Egypt,  but  a  fpecies  of  them  is  faid  to  have  been  late- 
ly difcovered  in  other  parts  of  Africa.  Ottriches  are  common  here,  and  are  fo  ftrong 
that  the  Arabs  fometimes  ride  upon  their  backs. 

The  ceraftes,  or  horned  viper,  infefts  the  greateft  pirt  of  the  eaftern  continent,  ef- 
pecially  the  defert  fandy  parts  of  it.  It  abounds  in  Svria,  in  the  three  Arabias,  and  in 
Africa. 

There  are  fewfubjects,  of  more  curious  investigation,  than  the  incantation  of  fer- 
pents. There  is  no  doubt  of  its  reality.  I  have  feen  at  Cairo,  fays  Mr.  Bruce,  a  man, 
who  has  taken  a  ceraftes,  with  his  naked  hands,  from  a  number  of  others,  lying  at 
the  bottom  of  the  tub,  his  put  it  upon  his  bare  head,  covered  it  with  the  common 
red  c?.p  that  he  wore,  then  taken  it  out,  put  it  into  his  bofom,  and  tied  it  about 
his  neck  like  a  necklace  •,  after  which  it  has  been  applied  to  a  hen,  and  bit  it,  upon 
which  the  bird  has,   in  a  few  minutes,  expired. 

Mr.  Bruce  adds,  that  ail  the  black  people  in  the  kingdom  of  Sennaar,  are  perfectly 
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armed  againft  the  bite  of  either  fcorpion  or  viper.  They  take  the  ceraftes  in  their 
hands  at  all  times,  put  them  in  their  bofoms,  and  throw  them  to  one  another  as  chil- 
dren do  apples  or  balls,  without  irritating  them,  by  this  ufage,  fo  much  as  to  bite. 
The  Arabs  acquire  an  exemption  from  the  mortal  confequences  attending  the  bite  of 
thefe  animals,  by  chewing  a  certain  root,  and  warning  themfelves  with  an  infufion  of 
certain  plants  in  water. 

"  One  day,"  fays  our  author,  "  when  I  was  with  the  brother  of  Skekh  Adelan, 
prime  minifter  of  Sennaar,  a  flave  of  his  brought  a  ceraftes,  which  he  had  juft  then 
taken  out  of  a  hole,  and  was  ufing  it  with  every  fort  of  familiarity.  1  told  him  my 
fufpicion  that  the  teeth  had  been  drawn  ;  but  he  affured  me,  they  were  not,  as  did 
his  matter  Kittou,  who  took  it  from  him,  wound  it  round  his  arm,  and,  at  my  defire, 
ordered  the  fervant  to  carry  it  home  with  me.  I  took  a  chicken  by  the  neck,  and 
made  it  flutter  before  him;  his  feeming  indifference  left  him  ;  and  he  bit  it  with 
great  figns  of  anger,  the  chicken  died  almoft  immediately  -,  I  fay  his  feeming  indif- 
ference-, fori  conftantly  obferved  that  however  lively  the  viper  was  before,  upon  being 
feized  by  any  of  thefe  barbarians,  he  feemed  as  if  taken  with  ficknefs  and  feeblenefs, 
frequently  fhut  his  eyes,  and  never  turned  his  mouth  towards  the  arm  of  the  perfon 
that  held  him.  I  afked  Kittou,  how  they  came  to  be  exempted  from  this  mifchief  ? 
he  faid  they  were  born  fo,  and  fo  faid  the  grave  and  rel'pedable  men  among  them. 
Many  of  the  lighter  and  lower  fort  talked  of  enchantments  by  words  and  by  writing  ; 
but  they  all  knew  how  to  prepare  any  perfon  by  medicines,  which  were  decoctions 
of  herbs  and  roots." 

Population,  manners,  cus?  As  the  population  of  Egypt  is  almoft  confined 
toms,  and  diversions.  3  to  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and  as  the  reft  of  the 
country  is  inhabited  by  Arabs,  we  can  fay  little  upon  this  head  with  precifion.  Egvpt 
is  not,  atprefent,  fo  populous  as  formerly,  and  its  depopulation  is  owing  to  anarchy 
and  defpotifm.  According  to  Mr.  Volney,  the  number  of  inhabitants  may  amount  to 
two  millions  three  hundred  thoufand,  of  which  Cairo  contains  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand.  This  country  is  inhabited  by  four  different  races  of  people  ;  the  Turks, 
who  call  themfelves  mafters  of  the  country  ;  the  Arabs,  who  were  conquered  by  the 
Turks  •,  theCoptes,  who  are  defcended  from  the  ancient  Egyptians,  mixed  with  the 
Perfians,  Greeks,  and  Romans,  who  fucceflively  conquered  Egypt  ;  and  the  Mama- 
louks,  who  were  originally  Circaftian  and  Mingrelian  flaves,  and,  being  the  oniy 
military  force,  are  the  real  mafters  of  the  country. 

The  Turks,  who  refidein  Egypt,  wear  the  Turkifti  habit,  todiftinguifh  themfelves 
from  the  Arabs  andCoptes,  who  drefs  very  plain,  their  chief  finery  being  an  uppergar- 
rr.ent  of  whi^e  linen,  and  linen  drawers  •,  but  their  ordinary  drefs  is  of  blue  linen,  with 
a  long  cloth  coat,  either  over  or  under  it.  The  chriftians  and  Arabs,  of  the  poorer 
clafs,  content  themfelves  with  a  linen  or  woollen  wrapper,  which  they  fold,  blanket- 
like,  round  their  bodv.  The  Jews  wear  blue  leather  flippers,  the  other  natives  of  the 
country  wear  red,  and  the  foreign  chriftians,  yellow.  The  drefs  of  the  women  is 
tawdry  and  unbecoming  ;  but  their  clothes  are  fiik,  when  they  can  afford  it ;  and 
fuch  of  them  as  are  not  expofed  to  the  fun,  have  delicate  complexions  and  features. 
The  Coptes  are  generally  excellent  accountants  ;  and  many  of  them  live  by  teaching 
the  othtr  natives  to  read  and  write.  Their  exercifes  and  diversions  are  much  the  fame 
as  thofe  made  ufe  of  in  Perfia  and  other  Afiatic  countries.  Egypt  abounds  with  jug- 
glers,  fortune-tellers,  and  other  adventurers  of  the  fame  kind. 

Religion.]  The  majority  of  the  Mahometans  are  enthufiafts,  and  have  among 
them  faints,  who  pretend  to  a  fuperior  degree  of  holinefs,  and  without  any  ceremony, 
intrude  into  the  beft  houfes,  where  it  would  be  dangerous  to  turn  them  out.  The 
Egyptian  Turks  mind  religious  affairs  very  little  ;  and  it  would  be  hard  to  fay,  what 
ipecies  of  chriftianity  is  profefled  by  the  chriftian  Coptes,  who  are  here    numerous  ; 
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but  they  profels  themfelves  to  be  of  the  Greek  church,  and  enemies  to  that  of  Rome. 
In  religious,  and  indeed  many  civil  matters,  they  are  under  the  jurifdiction  of  the 
patriarch  of  Alexandria,  who  generally  purchafes  a  protection  nt  the  Ottoman  court. 

Language.]  The  Coptic  is  the  moil  ancient  language  of  Egypt.  This  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  Greek,  about  the  time  of  Alexander  of  Macedon  ;  and  that,  by  the 
Arabic,  upon  the  commencement  of  the  califate,  when  the  Arabs  difpoflefled  the 
Greeks  of  Egypt.  The  Arabic,  or  Arabefque,  as  it  is  called,  is  the  current  language  ; 
but  the  Coptic  and  modern  Greek  continue  to  be  fpoken. 

Learning -and  learned  men.]  The  ancient  Egyptians  were  celebrated  for  their 
learning;  and  to  them,  the  Greeks  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  fomewhat -indebted. 
The  califs  or  Saracens,  who,  under  the  banner  of  the  koran,  fubdued  Egypt,  were  of 
three  kinds.  The  firft,  or  immediate  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet,  made  war  upon  ail 
kinds  of  literature,  except  the  koran;  and  when  they  took  poueftion  of  Alexandria, 
there  is  a  common  report,  that  the  valuable  manufcripts,  in  the  library  of  that  city, 
were  applied,  for  feme  months,  to  cooking  the  victuals,  and  warming  the  baths  of 
the  conquerors.  The  califs  of  the  fecond  race  were  men  of  fome  ftite  and  learning. 
They  bought  up  the  manufcripts  relating  to  aftronomy,  medicine,  and  fome  other 
branches  of  philofophy  ;  but  they  had  no  tafte  for  the  Greek  arts,  fciences,  hiftory,, 
or  pcetry,  and  learning  was  confined  to  their  own  courts  and  colleges,  without  return- 
ing to  Egypt.  The  race,  who  called  themfelves  califs  of  Egypt,  difgraced  human  na- 
ture i  and  the  Turks  have  rivetted  the  chains  of  barbarous  ignorance  which  the  others 
had  impofed. 

The  learning  of  the  modern  Egyptians  confifts  in  arithmetical  calculations  for  the 
difpatch  of  bufinefs,  of  aftrology,  a  few  prefcriptions  in  medicine,  and  fome  know- 
ledge of  the  Mahometan  religion. 

Curiosities  and  Antiquities.]  The  pyramids  of  Egypt  have  been  often  defcrib- 
ed.  Their  antiquity  is  beyond  the  refearches  of  hiftory,  and  their  original  ufes  are  ftill 
doubtful.  They  are  eleven  in  number,  and  diftant  four  leagues  from  Cairo.  The  bafia 
of  thelargeft,  covers  eleven  acres  of  ground,  and  its  perpendicular  height  is  five  hun- 
dred feet,  but,  if  meafured  obliquely  to  the  terminating  point,  feven  hundred  feet*. 
It  contains  a  room  thirty-four  feet  long,  and  feventeen  broad,  in  which  is  a  marble 
cheft,  but  without  either  cover  or  contents,  fuppofed  to  have  been  defigned  for  the 
tomb  of  the  founder,  who,  according  to  Herodotus,  was  Cheops,  an  Egyptian  king, 
who  fucceeded  Proteus,  in  the  ninth  century  before  the  chriftian  era. 

The  mummy  pits,  fo  called  from  their  containing  embalmed  bodies  of  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  are  iubterraneous  vaults,  of  a  prodigious  extent ;  but  the  art  of  prepar- 
ing mummies  is  now  loft.  It  is  faid  that  fome  of  the  bodies,  thus  embalmed,  are  per- 
fect and  diftinct.  at  this  day,  though  buried  three  thoufand  years  ago.  The  labyrinth, 
in  Upper  Egypt,  is  acuriofity  perhaps  more  wonderful  than  the  pyramids  themfelves. 
It  is  partly  under  ground,  cut  out  of  a  marble  rock,  and  confifts  of  twelve  palaces, 
befides  other  apartments,  the  intricacies  of  which  occafion  its  name.  The  lake  Masris 
was  dug  by  order  of  an  Egyptian  king,  to  correct  the  irregularities  of  the  Nile,  and 
to  communicate  with  that  river,  by  canals  and  ditches,  which  ftill  fubfift,  and  atteft 
the  utility  as  well  as  grandeur  of  the  work.  Artificial  grottos  and  excavations  abound 
in  Egypt.  The  whole  country,  towards  Grand  Cairo,  is  a  continued  fcene  of  antiqui- 
ties, of  which  the  oldeft  are  the  moft  ftupendous,  but  the  modern  the  moft  beautiful. 

Pompey's  pillar,  which  is  fituated  on  a  rock,  about  a  mile  without  the  gates  of  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  is  a  fine,  regular  column  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The  fhaft  is  of 
one  entire  ftone,  eighty- eight  feet  nine  inches,  or  ten  diameters  of  the  column  ;  the 
whole  altitude  is  one  hundred  and  fourteen  feet,  including  the  capital  and  pedeftal. 

Mr  Volney  says,  that  a  late  mensuration  assigns,  to  each  face  of  lie  great  pyramid,  six  hundred  feet ;  and  its  per- 
pendicular height,  fti.r  hundred  aiid  eight)  feet. 


t56  EGYPT. 

The  body  of  the  pillar  is  granite,  but  the  capital  is  of  another  ftone.  This  magnificent 
monument  appears,  in  tafte,  fays  Mr.  Bruce,  to  be  the  work  of  the  period  between 
Hadrian  and  Severus ;  but,  though  the  former  erected  feveral  large  buildings  in  the 
eaft,  it  is  obferved  of  him,  that  he  never  put  inferiptions  upon  them.  This  pillar  has 
had  a  Greek  infeription,  and  Mr.  Bruce  thinks  that  it  may,  very  probably,  be  attri- 
buted to  the  time  of  the  latter,  as  a  monument  of  the  gratitude  of  the  city  of  Alex-; 
andria,  for  the  benefactions  that  he  conferred  on  them.  He  apprehends  it  to  have  been 
brought  in  a  block  from  Thebais,  in  Upper  Egypt,  by  the  Nile.  The  Sphynx  is  no 
more  than  the  head  and  part  of  the  moulders  of  a  woman,  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  and 
about  thirty  feet  high.  It  fiands  near  one  of  the  pyramids.  The  manner  of  hatching 
chickens  in  ovens  is  common  in  Egypt,  and  is  now  practifed  in  fome  parts  of  Europe. 

The  papyrus  is  one  of  the  natural  curiofities  of  Egypt,  and  ferved  the  ancients  to 
write  upon.  Itsufe  was  early  known  in  Egypt.  Pliny  fays,  on  the  authority  of  Varro, 
that  the  papyrus  came  not  to  be  commonly  ufed  till  after  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  by 
Alexander;  yet  it  is  plain  from  Anacreon,  Alcaeus,  TEfchylus,  and  the  comic  poets, 
that  it  w?.s  known  in  their  time.  Plato,  Ariftoftie,  Herodotus,  and  Theophraftus  alfo 
fpeak  of  it.  Numa,  tco,  who  lived  three  hundred  years  before  Alexander,  is  faid 
to  have  left  a  number  of  books,  written  on  papyrus,  which,  a  long  time  after  his 
death,  were  found  at  Rome.  ■ 

With  Ariftotle  began  the  firft  arrangement  of  a  library.  The  conqueft  of  Alexan- 
der, and  the  building  of  Alexandria,  laid  open  Egypt,  its  trade,  and  learning  to  the 
world.  Papyrus  then,  or  the  paper  made  from  it,  was  the  only  material  employed  for 
writing  upon.  The  Ptolomies,  and  the  kings  cf  Pergamus,  contended  who  fhould- 
make  thelargeft  collection  of  books.  The  Ptolomies,  mafters  of  Egypt,  and  of  the 
papyrus,  availed  themfelves  of  this  monopoly,  to  hinder  the  multiplication  of  books 
in  Greece.  The  other  princes  probably  fmuggled  this  plant,  and  propagated  it  where- 
ver it  would  grow  out  of  Egypt.  Eumenes,  king  of  Pergamus,  fet  about  bringing 
to  perfection  the  manufacture  of  parchment,  which,  long  before,  the  Ionians  had  ufed 
through  the  fcarcity  of  paper ;  for,  whatever  refemblance  there  might  be  in  names, 
or  whatever  may  be  inferred  from  them,  writing  upon  fkins  or  parchment  was  much 
more  ancient  than  any  city  or  ftate  in  Greece,  and  in  life  probably  before  Greece  was 
inhabited.  The  Jews  made  ufe  of  it  in  the  eirlieft  ages.  At  the  time  of  which  we  are 
now  fpeaking,  we  leirn  from  Jofephus,  that  the  Jewiih  high  p-iefts  tranfmitted  a  copy 
of  the  law  to  Pto'omy  Philadelphus,  in  letters  of  gold  upon  fki.is. 

Mr.  B"-uce  has  in  his  pofleiTijrj,  a  hrge  and  very  perfect  minufcript,  that  was  dug 
vp  at  Thebes.  The  boards  are  of  the  papyrus  root,  covered  firft  with  the  coarfer 
pieces  of  the  paper,  and  then  with  leather,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  book  would  be 
done  now.  The  volume  is  fomevvhat  in  the  fhape  of  a  firnll  folio.  The  letters  are 
ftrong,  deep,  black,  and  apparently  written  with  a  reed,  according  to  the  modern 
practice  of  the  Abyssinians  and  Egyptians.  It  is  faid  to  be  uncertain  when  the  ufe 
of  the  papyrus  was  fuperfeded  by  that  of  common  writing  paper.  This  laft  invention 
has  perhaps  been  the  moft  beneficial,  next  to  thofe  of  writing  and  of  printing,  that 
has  ever  been  difcovered*. 

*  The  more- comprehensive  exercise  of  thought,  is  that  be  traced  up  to  three  sources  ;  the  arts  of  writing,  ofprin- 
faculty  which  distinguishes  ma,,  from  the  inferior  arum  is  ;  ting,  and  of  miking  paper.  Of  t'lK-se  three,  the  first,  though 
and  to  that  faculty  he  is  indebted  f  Jr  every  advance  that  he  the  parent  of  the  other  two,  is,  by  itself,  of  no  decisive  im- 
lias  made  to  his  presencstate  cf  refinement,  from  an  origi-  portance.  In  the  middle  ages,  that  is,  in  those  which  suc- 
nal  staa  of  rudeness,  perhaps  r.ot  much  higher  ihaiuhecon-  ceeded  the  destruction  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  art  of  wri- 
dition  of  the  ourang  outang  or  the  beaver.  Every  circum-  ting  was  well  known  ;  but  frero  the  extreme  scarcity  of  pa- 
stance,  therefore,  which  can  promote  the  faculty  of  impro-  per  or  cf  parchment,  it  was  sometimes  requisite  to  erase 
ving  the  human  mind,  is  of  the  utmost  advantage  to  scci-  the  text  of  a  ciassic  author,  to  make  room  for  the  sur- 
ety, and  if  we  consider  the  subject  with  attention,  it  will  jeil  that  was  abjut  tc  bj  recorded.  A  fragment  of  Li- 
become  clear,  that  the  greater  part  of  our  discoveries  may 
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Cities,  towns,  andt      In  many  places,  not  only  temples,  but  the  walls  of  cities, 
public  edifices.       /  built  before  the  epoch  of  authentic  hiftory,   are  ftill  entire. 
The  colours  oftheir  paintings,  and  many  of  their  other  ornaments,    are  as  frefli  and 
lively  as  when  firft  executed. 

Alexandria  was  once  the  emporium  of  the  world,  and,  by  the  Red  Sea,  furnifhed 
Europe,  and  a  great  part  of  Afia  with  the  riches  of  India.  It  was  founded  by  Alex- 
ander of  Macedon.  It  ftands  forty  miles  weft  from  the  Nile,  and  is  a  hundred  and 
twenty  north-weft  of  Cairo.  This  city  rofe  upon  the  ruins  of  Tyre  and  Carthage. 
The  light-houfe,  erected  on  the  oppofite  ifland  of  Pharos,  for  the  direction  of  mari- 
ners, was  efteemed  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  The  mole,  which  was  built  to 
form  a  communication  with  the- ifland  of  Pharos,  is  one  thoufand  yards  in  length, 
and,  though  near  two  thoufand  years  old,  the  excellence  of  its  materials  has  refitted, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  violence  of  winds  and  waves  ever  fince.  All  the  parts  of  the 
city  were  magnificent  in  proportion,  as  appears  from  their  ruins,  particularly  the 
cifterns  and  aqueducls.  Many  of  the  materials  of  the  old  city,  howeyer,  have  been 
employed  in  building  New  Alexandria,  which,  at  prefent,  is  a  very  indifferent  fea-porf, 
known  by  the  name  of  Scanderoon. 

Egypt  was,  in  1783,  vifited  by  monfieur  Volney,  a  French  traveller  of  more  than 
common  merit.  Of  Alexandria  and  of  the  people  of  Egypt  in  general,  this  writer  has 
given  an  interefting  defcription.  He  obferves,  that  the  picturefque  appearance  of  the 
city  itfelf,  the  fpreading  palm-trees,  the  terraced  houfes,  which  feem  to  have  no 
roof;  the  lofty,  flender  minarets,  all  announce  to  the  traveller,  that  he  is  in  another 
world.  A  variety  of  novel  objecls  prefent  themfelves  to  every  fenfe.  He  hears  a 
language  whofe  barbarous  founds  and  fharp  guttural  accents,  offend  his  ear.  He  fees 
drefles  of  the  moft  unufual  and  whimfical  kind,  and  figures  of  the  ftrangeft  appearance. 
Inftead  of  the  fmooth,  fhaved  faces  of  Europe,  the  fide  curls,  the  triangular  hats,  and 
the  lhort,  clofe  drefles,  he  views,  with  aftonifhment,  tanned  vifages,  with  beards  and 
muftachios,  large  pieces  of  fluff  rolled  round  their  bald  heads  •,  long  garments,  which, 
reaching  from  the  neck  to  the  feet,  ferve  rather  to  veil  than  clothe  the  body  •,  tobac- 
co pipes  of  fix  feet  long,  with  which  every  one  is  provided  ;  hideous  camels,  which 
carry  water  in  leathern  facks  •,  and  aflcs,  faddled  and  bridled,  which  lightly  trip  along 
with  their  riders  in  flippers.  He  obferves  their  markets  fupplied  chiefly  with  dates, 
and  round  flat  little  loaves.  A  filthy  herd  of  half-ftarved  dogs  range  through  the 
flreets.  A  kind  of  wandering  phantoms,  under  a  long  drapery  of  a  fingle  piece,  dif- 
cover  hardly  any  thing  human  but  two  eyes,  which  inform  him  that  they  are  women. 
The  traveller  is  farther  ftruck  with  the  narrow  ill  paved  ftreets,  the  low  houfes,  the 
meagre,  fwarthy  and  barefooted  inhabitants,  with  no  other  clothing,  but  a  blue  flurt 
faftened  with  a  leathern  girdle,  or  a  red  handkerchief.  And  the  univerfal  marks  of 
mifery,  fo  manifeft  in  all  he  meets,  and  the  myftery  which  reigns  around  the  houfes, 
announce  the  rapacity  of  oppreflion,    and  the  diftrefs  attendant  upon  flavery. 

In  Alexandria,  we  no  fooner  leave  the  new  town,  than  we  are  aftonifhed  at  the 
fight  ef  an  immenfe  extent  of  ground  overfpread  with  ruins.  During  a  walk  of  two 
hours,  there  is  a  double  line  of  walls  and  towers,  which  form  the  circumference  of 
the  ancient  Alexandria.  The  earth  is  covered  with  the  remains  of  lofty  buildings 
deftroyed,  whole  fronts  crumbled  down,  roofs  fallen  in,  battlements  decayed,  and 
the  {tones  corroded  and  disfigured  by  falt-petre.  The  traveller  pafles  over  a  large  plain 
furrowed  with  trenches,  pierced  with  wells,  divided  by  walls  in  ruins,  covered  over 
with  ancient  columns,  and  modern  tombs,  and  palm  trees.  Here  no  living  creatures 
are  feen  but  owls,  bats,  and  jackalls. 

vy  was  found  in  the  Vatican  some  years  ago,   written       is  plain,  that  during  so  great  a  scarcity  of  paper,  the  disco- 
on  parchment.    The  L:,tm  haci  been  erased  and  some-       very  of  priming  could  have  been  oflittle  consequence, 
itung   else    written   en   transverse     lines   across.      It 
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The  new  port  of  Alexandria,  the  only  harbour  for  the  Europeans,  is  clogged  up 
withfand,  infomuch  that,  in  ftormy  weather,  fhips  are  liable  to  bilge  ;  and  the  bot- 
tom being  alfo  rocky,  the  cables  foon  chafe,  and  part,  fo  that  one  veffel  driving 
againfta  fecond,  and  that  perhaps  againfta  third,  they  are  fometimes  all  loft.'  The* 
old  port  is  not  fubject  to  this  inconvenience  ;  but  the  Turks  admit  no  fhips  into  it, 
except  thofe  of  mufiulmen. 

In  time  of  war,  Alexandria  is  of  no  importance.  No  fortification  is  to  be  feen  •, 
and  Pharos,  with  its  lofty  towers,  cannot  be  defended.  "  It  has  not,"  fays  Mr.  Vol- 
ney,  "  four  cannon  fit  for  fervice,  nor  a  gunner  who  knows  how  to  point  them.  The 
five  hundred  Janifaries,  who  fhould  form  the  garrifon,  reduced  to  half  that  number, 
are  acquainted  with  nothing  but  how  to  fmoke  a  pipe." 

Rofetta,  or  Rifchid,  {lands  twenty-five  miles  to  the  north-weft  of  Alexandria,  and 
is  recommended  for  its  beautiful  fituation,  and  the  delightful  profpect  which  com- 
mands the  ifland  of  Delta,  formed  by  the  Nile,  near  its  mouth.  It  is  likewifea  place 
of  great  trade.  The  length  of  the  city  is  two  miles  •,  but  it  is  only  half  a  mile  broad. 
In  the  environs  are  many  country  houfes  belonging  to  chriftian  merchants,  with  fine 
gardens,  producing  the  choiceft  fruits  of  the  eaft.  The  Mahometan  inhabitants 
arefaidto  be  civil  and  polite. 

Cairo,  now  Mefra,  the  prefent  capital  of  Egypt,  is  a  large  and  populous,  but  a  dif- 
agreeable  residence,  on  account  of  its  peftilential  air,  and  narrow  ftreets.  It  is  divi- 
ded into  two  towns,  the  Old  and  the  New,  and  defended  by  an  old  cattle,  the  works 
of  which  are  computed  to  be  three  miles  in  circumference.  At  the  weft  end  of  this 
caftle,  are  the  remains  of  very  noble  apartments,  fome  of  them  covered  with  domes, 
and  adorned  with  pictures  in  Mofaic  work  •,  but  thefe  apartments  are  now  only  ufed 
for  weaving  embroidery,  and  preparing  the  hangings  and  coverings  annually  fentto 
Mecca.  The  well,  called  Jofeph's  well,  is  a  curious  piece  of  mechanifm,  about  three 
hundred  feet  deep.  On  the  bank  of  the  Nile,  oppofire  Cairo,  lies  the  village  of  Gize, 
which  is  thought  to  be  the  ancient  Memphis.  Two  miles  weft  is  Bulac,  called  the 
port  of  Cairo.  The  ftreets  of  Cairo  are  peftered  with  jugglers  and  fortunetellers. 
One  of  the  favourite  exhibitions  of  the  inhabitants,  is  the;r  dancing  camels, 
which,  when  young,  they  place  upon  a  large  heated  floor  •,  the  intenfe  heat  makes 
the  poor  creatures  caper,  and  being  plied  all  the  time  with  the  found  of  a  drum,  the 
noife  of  that  inftrument  incites  thsm  to  dance  ever  after. 

The  environs  of  Cairo  are  full  of  heaps  of  dirt,  formed  by  the  rubbifh  that  is  ac- 
cumulating everyday,  while  the  multitude  of  tombs,  and  the  ftench  of  common 
fewers,  are,  at  once  ofVenfive  to  the  fmell  and  the  light.  Within  the  walls,  the  flicjts 
are  narrow  and  crooked,  and,  as  they  are  not  paved,  the  crowds  of  men,  of  camels, 
afTes,  and  dogs,  with  which  they  are  thronged,  raife  a  very  di'agreeable  duft.  Private 
perfons  often  water  their  doors,  and  then  the  duft  is  fucceeded  by  mud  and  peftife- 
rous  exhalations.  The  houfes,  in  Cairo,  have  two  or  three  ftories,  a  height  unufual 
hi  the  eaft,  over  which  is  a  terrace  of  ftone  or  tiles.  In  general,  they  are  of  earth  and 
bricks  badly  burnt.  Some  are  of  foft  ftone,  of  a  fine  grain,  obtained  from  a  mountain 
adjacent  to  Cairo.  Thefe  houfes  have  ufually  the  appearance  of  prifons  ;  for  there  is 
no  light  from  the  ftreet ;  as,  in  fuch  a  country,  it  is  extremely  dangerous  to  have  msny 
windows.  It  is  even  regarded  as  prudent  to  make  the  outward  doors  very  low.  The 
rooms  within  are  very  badly  contrived.  Amona;  the  higher  ranks,  are  to  be  found 
a  few  ornaments  and  conveniencies.  They  have,  fometimes,  large  halls,  with  marble 
bafons  in  the  middle,  from  which  the  water  (pouts  up  ;  an  accommodation  extremely 
acceptable  in  theclimite  of  Egypt.  The  floors  are  paved,  inlaid  with  marble  and 
coloured  earthen  ware.  They  are  covered  with  mat.;  and  matraffes  ,  over  thefe  are 
fpread  rich  carpets,  on  which  the  inhabitants  fit  crofs- legged.  Around  the  wall  is  a 
fort  of  fofi,  withcufhions,  to  fupport.  the  back  and  elbows,  and  above,  at  the  he^ht 
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offeven  or  eight  feet,  there  is  a  range  of  /helves,  decked  out  with  China  and  Japa- 
nefe  porcelain.  The  walls,  naked  in  other  refpects,  are  chequered  with  fentences  from 
the  koran,  and  painted  foliage  and  flowers,  with  which  alio  the  porticos  of  the  beys 
are  covered.  The  windows  have  neither  glafs  nor  moving  fafhes,  but  only  an  open 
lattice  work.  The  light  entersfrom  the  inner  courts,  from  whence  the  fycamores  re- 
flect a  verdure  pleafing  to  the  eye.  An  opening  to  the  north,  or  at  the  top  of  the 
ceiling  admits  a  refrefhing  breeze,  while,  by  a  whimfiral  contradiction,  the  perfons 
within,  wrap  themfelves  up  in  warm,  woolen  cloths  and  furs.  The  rich  pretend,  by 
this  expedient,  to  efcape  difeafes  ;  but  the  common  people,  with  their  blue  fhirts  and 
hard  mats,  are  lefs  liable  to  take  cold,  and  enjoy  better  health.  Mr.  Volney,  from 
whom  this  account  of  Cairo  is  chiefly  extracted,  computes,  that  the  city  does  not 
contain  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thouiand  people. 

Among  the  difagreeable  Angularities,  that  ftri!;e  a  ftranger  at  Cairo,  may  be  reckon- 
ed, the  great  number  of  ugly  dogs  which  roam  about  the  ftreets,  and  the  kites,  which 
flcim  over  the  houfes,  with  frequent  and  doleful  cries.  The  muffulmen  kill  neither  of 
thefe,  though  they  are  both  held  to  be  unclean,  On  the  contrary,  they  often  throw  them 
the  fragments  of  their  tables  ;  and  devotees  even  endow  charitable  foundations  of 
bread  and  water  for  dogs.  Thefe  animals,  at  Cairo,  very  frequently  fufTer  by  hunger 
and  thirft  •,   yet,  both  in  Egypt  and  Syria,  the  canine  madnefs  never  breaks  out. 

At  Cairo,  the  crowds  which  throng  the  ftreets,  prefent  nothing  to  the  obfervation 
of  a  ftranger,-  but  rags  and  nakednefs.  He  often  meets,  it  is  true,  with  horfemen  rich- 
ly drefled  ;  but  this  difplay  of  luxury  only' renders  the  contraft  of  indigence  mora 
mocking.  Every  thing  that  he  fees  or  hears,  reminds  him  of  his  being  in  the  country 
of  flavery  and  tyranny.  Nothing  is  talked  of  but  inteftine  diflentions,  the  public  mi- 
fery,  pecuniary  extortions,  baftinadoes,  and  murders.  The  officer  of  the  night,  in  his 
rounds,  and  the  officer  of  the  day,  in.his  circuit,  judge,  condemn,  and  execute,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  without  appeal. .  Executioners  attend  them,  and,  on  the  firft 
fignal,  the  head  of  the  victim  falls  into  a  leathern  bag,  in  which  it  is  received  for 
fear  of  foiling  the  place.     Such  is,  according  to  Mr.  Volney,  the  police  of  Cairo. 

The  picture  of  this  city,  as  drawn  by  Mr.  Bruce,  is  not  more  favourable.  He 
never  faw  any  place,  he  fays,  which  he  liked  worfe,  which  afforded  lefs  pleafuie  or  in- 
ftruction,  or  where  the  antiquities  lefs  anfwered  the  common  defcriptions  of  them. 

-The  other  towns  of  note  in  Egypt,  are,  Damietta,  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient  Pe- 
lufium  •,  Sayd,  on  the  weft  banks°of  the  Nile,  two  hundred  miles  fouth  of  Cairo,  faid 
to  be  the  ancient  Egyptian  Thebes  ;  and  Cofliar,  on  the  weft  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea, 
The  general  practice  of  ftrangers,  who  vifit  thofe  places,  is  to  hire  a  janizary,  whofe 
authority  commonly  protects  them  from  the  infults  of  the  other  natives.  Suez,  for- 
merly a  place  of  great  trade,  is  now  a  fmall  city,  and  gives  name  to  the  ifthmus,  that 
joins  Africa  with  Afia. 

Marble  quarries.]  It  has  been  a  wonder,  fays  Mr.  Bruce,  with  all  travellers, 
and  with  myfelf  among  the  reft,  where  the  ancients  procured  that  prodigious  quantity 
of  fine  marble,  with  which  all  their  buildings  abound.  That  wonder,  however,  among 
many  others,  now  ceafes,  after  having  parted,  in  four  days,  more  granite,  porphyry, 
marble,  and  jafper,  than  would  build  Rome,  Athens,  Corinth,  Syracufe,  Memphis, 
Alexandria,  and  half  a  dozen  fuch  cities.  It  feemed  to  be  very  vifihle,  that  thofe  open- 
ings in  the  hills,  which  I  call  defiles,  were  not  natural,  but  artificial,  and  that  whole 
mountains  had  been  cutout  at  thefe  places. 

"  The  porphyry  fhows  itfelf  by  a  fine  purple  fand,  without  any  glofs,  or  glitter  on  it, 
and  is  exceedingly  agreeable  to  the  eye.  It  is  mixed  with  the  native  white  fand,  and 
fixed  gravel  of  the  plains.  Green,  unvariegated  marble,  is  generally  feen  in  the  fame 
mountain  with  the  porphyry.  Where  the  two  veins  meet,  the  marble  is  for  fome  inches 
brittle,  but  the  porphyry  of  the  fame  hardnefs  as  in  other  places. 
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"  The  granite  is  covered  with  fands,  and  looks  like  {{one  of  a  dirty,  brown  colour. 
But  this  is  only  the  change  and  impreffionthe  fun  and  weather  have  made  upon  it ;  for, 
upon  breaking  it,  you  fee  it  is  grey  granite,  wich  black  fpots,  with  a  reddifh  caft,  or 
blulh.  over  it.  This  red  feems  to  fade,  from  the  outward  air,  but,  upon  working  or 
polifhing  the  furface,  this  Colour  again  appears.  It  is  in  greater  quantity  than  the  por- 
phyry, and  nearer  the  Red  Sea.  Pompey's  pillar  feems  to  have  been  hewn  from  this 
quarry. 

"  Next  to  the  granite,  but  never,  as  I  obferved,  joined  with  it,  in  the  fame  moun- 
tain, is  the  red  marble.  It  is  covered  with  fand  of  the  fame  colour,  and  looks  as 
if  the  whole  mountain  were  fpread  over  with  brick-duft.  There  is  alfo  a  red  marble, 
with  white  veins,  which  I  have  often  feen  at  Rome,  but  not  in  principal  fubjecls.  I 
have  alfo  feen  it  in  Britain.  The  common  green,  called  ferpentine,  looks  as  if  co- 
vered over  with  Brazil  fnuff.  Joined  with  this  green,  I  faw  two  famples  of  that  beau- 
tiful marble,  they  call  Ifabella ;  one  of  them,  with  a  yellowifh  caft,  which  we  call 
qutker-colour  ;  the  other  with  a  bluifh,  which  is  commonly  termed  dove-colour.  In 
this  green,  likewife,  it  was  we  faw  the  vein  of  jafper  ;  but  whether  it  was  abfolutely 
the  fame  with  this,  which  is  the  bloody  jafper,  or  blood-ftone,  is  what  we  had  not 
time  to  fettle. 

"  I  fhould  firft  have  made  mention  of  the  verde  antico,  the  dark  green  with  white 
irregular  fpots,  becaufe  it  is  of  the  greateft  value,  and  neareft  the  Nile.  This  is  pro- 
duced in  the  mountains  of  the  plain  green,  or  ferpentine,  as  is  the  jafper,  and  is  not 
difcoverable  by  the  duft,  or  any  particular  colour  upon  it.  Firft  there  is  a  blue,  flealcy 
ftone.  After  lifting  this,  we  come  to  the  beds  of  the  verde  antico  ;  and  here  the  quar- 
rying is  very  obvious,  for  it  has  been  uncovered  in  patches,  not  above  twenty-feet 
fquare.  Then,  in  another  part,  the  green  ftone  has  been  removed,  and  another  pit  of 
it  wrought. 

"  I  faw,  in  feveral  places  in  the  plain,  fmall  pieces  of  African  marble  fcattered' 
about,  but  no  rocks  or  mountains  of  it.  This  prodigious  ftore  of  marble,  is  placed 
upon  a  ridge,  whence  there  is  a  defcent  to  the  eaft,  or  weft,  either  to  the  Nile  or  Red 
Sea.  The  level  ground,  and  hard-fixed  gravel,  are  proper  for  the  heavieft  carriages, 
and  will  eafily  and  fmoothly  convey  any  weight  whatever  to  its  place  of  embarka- 
tion on  the  Nile  ;  fo  that  another  wonder  ceafed,  how  the  ancients  tranfported  thofe 
vaft  blocks  of  marble  to  Thebes,  Memphis,  and  Alexandria." 

Manufactures  and  commerce]  The  Egyptians  export  great  quantities  of  un-  ' 
manufactured  as  well  as  prepared  flax,  thread,  cotton,  and  leather  of  all  forts,  cali- 
coes, yellow  wax,  fal  ammoniac,  faffron,  fugar,  fenna,  and  cafiia.  They  trade  with  the 
Arabs  for  coffee,  drugs,  fpices,  calicoes,  and  other  merchandifes,  which  are  landed  at 
Suez,  and  from  thence  fent  to  Europe.  Several  European  ftates  have  confals  refident 
in  Egypt ;  but  the  cuftoms  of  the  Turkifh  government  are  managed  by  Jews.  A 
number  of  Englifn  veiTels  arrive  yearly  at  Alexandria  ;  fome  of  which  are  laden  on 
account  of  the  owners  •,  but  moft  of  them  are  hired  and  employed  as  carriers  to  the 
Jew,  Armenian,  and  Mahometan  traders. 

Constitution  and  government.  J  A  viceroy  is  fent  to  Egypt  from  the  Porte, 
under  the  title  of  bafhaw  of  Cairo,  and  is  one  of  the  greateft  officers  of  the  Ottoman 
empire.  But  fince  the  revolution  of  Ali  Bey,  the  power  of  the  Turks  in  Egypt  is 
more  precarious  than  in  any  other  province.  The  government  of  Egypt  is  both  mo- 
narchical and  republican.  The  monarchical  is  executed  by  the  baftiaw.  The  repub- 
lican, or  rather  the  ariftocratical  part  of  the  government,  confifts  of  a  divan,  com- 
pofed  of  twenty- four  fangiacks,  beys,  or  lords.  The  head  of  them  is  called  the  ftieik 
belief,  who  is  chofen  by  the  divan,  and  confirmed  by  the  ba(haw.  Every  one  of  the 
fangiacks  is  arbitrary  in  his  own  territory,  and  exerts  fovereign  power  ;  the  major 
part  of  them  refide  at  Cairo.     If  the  grand  fignior's  baihaw  acts  in  opposition  to  the 
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fenfe  of  the  divan,  or  attempts  to  violate  their  privileges,  they  will  not  Suffer  him 
to  continue  in  his  poft,  and  the  Porte  is  obliged  to  fend  another.  They  have  an  au- 
thentic grant  of  privileges,  dated'in  the  year  1517,  in  which  year  Sultan  Selim  con- 
quered Egypt  from  the  Mamalukes. 

Revenues. 3  Thefe  are  very  inconfiderable,  when  compared  with  the  natural  riches 
of  the  country,  and  the  defpotifm  of  its  government.  Some  fiy  they  amount  to  a 
million  fterling,  but  that  two-thirds  of  the  whole  are  fpent  in  the  country. 

Military  strength.]  This  conlifts  in  the  Mamalukes,  fome  bodies  of  whom  are 
cantoned  in  the  villages  to  exact,  tribute,  and  fupport  authority.  The  greater  part  are 
alTembled  at  Cairo.  They  amount  to  about  eight  thoufand  men,  attached  to  the 
different  beys,  whom  they  enable  to  contend  with  each  other,  and  to  fet  the  Turks  at 
.defiance. 

History.]  It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  princes  of  the  line  of  the  Pharaohs  fat 
on  the  throne  of  Egypt,  in  an  uninterrupted  fuccemon,  till  Cambyfes,  the  fecond 
king  of  Perfia,  conquered  the  Egyptians,  five  hundred  and  twenty  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift.  Egypt  continued  a  part  of  the  Periian  empire,  till  Alexander  of  Ma- 
cedon  vanquished  Darius,  when  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of  that  prince,  who  foon 
after  built  the  celebrated  city  of  Alexandria.  The  conquefts  of  Alexander,  who  died 
in  the  prime  of  life,  being  feized  upon  by  his  generals,  the  province  of  Egypt  fell 
t  q  the  {hire  of  Ptolomy,  by  fome  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  half-brother  of  Alexander, 
when  it  again  became  an  independent  kingdom,  about  three  hundred  years  before 
Chrift.  His  fucceffors,  who  fometimes  extended  their  dominions  over  great  part  of 
Syria,  ever  after  retained  the  name  of  Ptolomies  ;  and  in  that  line  Egypt  continued 
between  two  and  three  hundred  years,  till  the  death  of  the  famous  Cleopatra,  the 
wife  and  filler  of  Ptolomy  Dionyfius,  the  Lift  king.  After  her  reign,  Egypt 
became  a  Roman  province,  and  thus  remained  till  the  reign  of  Omar,  the  fe- 
cond calif  of  the  fucceffors  of  Mahomet,  who  expelled  the  Romans,  after  it  had  been 
in  their  hands  feven  hundred  years.  The  famous  library  of  Alexandria,  faid  to  con- 
fift  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  volumes,  was  collected  by  Ptolomy  Philadelphus,  fon 
of  the  iirft  Ptolomy  ;  and  the  fame  prince  caufed  the  Old  Teftament  to  be  tranflated 
into  Greek,  but  whether  by  feventy-two  interpreters,  and  in  the  manner  commonly 
related,  is  juftly  queftioned  ;  this  tranflation  is  known  by  the  name  of  feptuagint, 
Omar  Subjected  Egypt  to  the  Mahometan  power,  about  the  year  640,  and  the  califs 
of  Babylon  were  Sovereigns  of  the  country  till  870,  when  the  Egyptians  eftablifhed 
a  governor  of  their  own,  called  the  calif  of  Cairo. 

About  the  time  of  the  crufades,  between  the  year  1 1  qo  and  1 190,  Egypt  was  go-- 
verned  by  Noreddin,  the  Saracen  fultan  of  Damafcus,  whofe  fon,  the  famous  Sala- 
dine,  proved  fo  formidable  to  the  chriftian  adventurers,  and  retook  from  them  Je- 
rufalem.  Pie  inftituted  the  military  corps  of  Mamalukes,  like  the  janizaries  of  Conftan- 
tinople,  who,  about  the  year  1242,  advanced  one  of  their  own  officers  to  the  throne, 
and  for  nearly  300  years,  chofe  their  princes  out  of  their  own  body.  Egypt,  for  fome 
time,  made  a  figure  under  thofe  ufurpers,  and  made  a  noble  ftand  againft  the  prevail- 
ing power  of  the  Turks,  till  the  time  of  Selim,  who,  about  the  year  1517,  after 
giving  the  Pvlamalukcs  feveral  bloody  defeats,  reduced  Egypt  to  its  prefent  liate  of 
Subjection. 

Ali  Bey.  a  man  of  great  abilities  and  addrefs,  attempted,  a  few  years  fince,  to  wreft 
Egypt  from  the  dominion  of  the  Turks.  He  was,  for  a  long  time,  fuccefsful  in  all  his 
enterprizes  ;  but  on  the  7th  of  March  1773,  was  defeated,  wounded,  and  taken  pri- 
foner.  He  died  of  his  wounds,  and  was  buried  at  Grand  Cairo. 

Since  the  revolt  of  Ali  Bey,  the  Ottoman  power  has  become  very  precarious  in 
Egypt.  The  porte  ftill  retains  a  pacha  there  ;  but  this  pacha,  confined  and  watched  in 
the  caftle  of  Cairo,  is  rather  aprifoner  to  the  Mamalukes,  than  the  representative  of 
the  fultan. 
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UNBER  this  head,  we  fhall  rank  the  countries  of,  i.  Morocco  and  Fez  ;  2.  Al- 
giers ;  3.  Tunis  ;  4.  Tripoli  and  Barca. 

The  empire  of  Morocco,  including  Fez,  is  bounded,  on  the  north,  by  the  Mediter- 
ranean fea  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  Tafilet  ;  and,  on  the  eaft,  by  Segelmefia  and  the  kingdom 
of  Algiers,  being  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles  in 
breadth. 

Fez,  which  is  now  united  to  Morocco,  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
miles  in  length,  and  much  the  fame  in  breadth.  It  lies  between  the  kingdom  of 
Algiers  on  the  eaft,  and  Morocco  on  the  fouth,  and  is  furrounded  in  other  parts  by 
the  fea. 

Algiers,  formerly  a  kingdom,  is  bounded,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  kingdom  of  Tunis, 
on  the  north,  by  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  fouth,  by  Mount  Atlas,  and,  on  the  weft, 
by  the  kingdoms  of  Morocco  and  Tafilet.  According  to  dr.  Shaw,  who  refided  twelve 
years  at  Algiers,  in  quality  of  chaplain  to  the  Britifh  factory,  and  has  corrected  many 
errors  of  ancient  and  modern  geographers,  refpecting  the  ftates  of  Barbary,  this  coun- 
try extends,  in  length,  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles  along  the  coaftof  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  is  between  forty  and  one  hundred  miles  in  breadth. 

Tunis  is  bounded  by  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  north  and  eaft ;  by  the  kingdom 
of  Algiers,  on  the  weft  ;  and  by  Tripoli,  with  part  of  Biledulgerid,  on  the  fouth  ; 
being  two  hundred  miles  in  length,  from  north  to  fouth,  and  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  in  breadth,  from  eaft  to  weft. 

Tripoli,  including  Barca,  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  the  Mediterranean  fea ;  on 
the  fouth,  by  the  country  of  the  Beriberics  ;  on  the  weft,  by  the  kingdom  of  Tunis, 
Biledulgerid,  and  the  territory  of  the  Gadamis  ;  and  on  the  eaft,  by  Egypt ;  extending 
about  eleven  hundred  miles  along  the  fea-coaft  ;  and  the  breadth  is  from  one  hundred 
to  three  hundred  miles. 

Each  capital  bears  the  name  of  the  ftate  or  kingdom  to  which  it  belongs,  except 
that  the  capital  of  Biledulgerid  (the  ancient  Numidia)  is  Dara. 

This  being  premifed,  we  fliall  confider  the  Barbary  ftates  as  forming,  which  they 
really  do,  a  great  political  confederacy,  however  independent  each  may  be  as  to  the 
exercife  of  its  internal  polity  ;  nor  is  there  a  greater  difference  than  happens  indiffer- 
ent provinces  of  the  fame  kingdom,  in  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants. 

Air  and  seasons.]  The  air  of  Morocco  is  mild,  as  is  that  of  Algiers,  and  indeed 
of  all  the  other  ftates,  except  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft. 

Soil,    vegetable  and  animal"?      Thefe  ftates,  under  the  Roman  empire,  were 

productions,  by  sea  and  land,  j  juftly  denominated  the  garden  of  the  world ; 
and  to  have  a  relidence  there,  was  confidered  as  the  higheft  ftate  of  luxury.  The  pro- 
duce of  their  foil  formed  thofe  magazines,  which  furnifhed  all  Italy,  and  a  great  part 
of  the  Roman  empire,  with  corn,  wine,  and  oil.  Though  the  lands  are  ill  culti- 
vated, through  the  oppreffion  and  barbarity  of  the  government,  yet  they  are  ftill  fer- 
tile, not  only  in  the  above-mentioned  commodities,  but  in  dates,  figs,  raifins,  almonds, 
apples,  pears,  cherries,  plumbs,  citrons,,  lemons,  oranges,  pomegranates,  with  plenty 
of  roots  and  herbs  in  the  kitchen  gardens.  Excellent  hemp  and  flax  grow  on  the 
plains  ;  and,  by  the  report  of  the  Europeans,  who  have  lived  there  for  fome  time, 
the  country  abounds   with  all  that  can   add  to  the  pleafures  of  life ;  for  their  great 

*  This  territory  was  called  Barbavia  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  from  Berber,  fignifying  frxpha <-A \ 
vhich  waa  the  original  occupation  of  the  inhabitants.  Bruce's  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  5S4. 
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fcnfe  of  the  divan,  or  attempts  to  violate  their  privileges,  they  will  not  fuiFer  him  to 
continue  in  his  poft,  and  the  Porte  is  obliged  to  fend  another.  They  have  an  authen- 
tic grant  of  privileges,  dated  in  the  year  15 17,  in  which  year  Sultan  Selim  conquer- 
ed Egypt  from  the  Mamalukes. 

Revenues.]  Thefeare  very  inconfiderable,  when  compared  with  the  natural  riches 
of  the  country,  and  the  defpotifm  of  its  government.  Some  fay  they  amount  to  a 
million  fterling,  but  that  two-thirds  of  the  whole  are  fpent  in  the  country. 

Military  strength.]  This  confifts  in  the  Mamalukes,  fome  bodies  of  whom  are 
cantoned  in  the  villages  to  exact  tribute,  and  fupport  authority.  The  greater  part  are 
aifembled  at  Cairo.  They  amount  to  about  eight  thoufand  men,  attached  to  the  dif- 
ferent beys,  whom  they  enable  to  contend  with  each  other,  and  to  fet  the  Turks  at 
defiance. 

History.]  Tt  is  generally  agreed  that  the  princes  of  the  line  of  the  Pharaohs  fat 
on  the  throne  of  Egypt,  in  an  uninterrupted  fucceflion,  till  Cambyfes,  the  fecond 
king  of  Perin,  conquered  the  Egyptians,  five  hundred  and  twenty  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chriil.  Egypt  continued  a  part  of  the  Perfian  empire,  till  Alexander  of  Ma- 
cedon  vanquifhed  Darius,  when  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of  that  prince,  who  foon 
after  built  the  celebrated  city  of  Alexandria.  The  conquefts  of  Alexander,  who  died 
in  the  prime  of  life,  being  feized  upon  by  his  generals,  the  province  of  Egypt  fell  to 
the  fhare  of  Ptolomy,  by  fome  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  hulf-brother  of  Alexander, 
when  it  again  became  an  independent  kingdom,  about  three  hundred  years  before 
Chrift.  His  fuccclTors,  who  fometirnes  extended  their  dominions  over  great  part  of 
Syria,  ever  after  retained  the  name  of  Ptolomies ;  and  in  that  line  Egypt  continued 
between  two  and  three  hundred  years,  till  the  death  of  the  famous  Cleopatra, 
the  wife  and  filler  of  Ptolomy  Dionyfius,  the  laft  king.  After  her  reign,  Egypt 
became  a  Roman  province,  and  thus  remained  till  the  reign  of  Omar,  the  fe- 
cond calif  of  the  fuccefibrs  of  Mahomet,  who  expelled  the  Romans  after  it  had  been 
in  their  hands  feven  hundred  years.  The  famous  library  of  Alexandria,  faid  to  con- 
fift  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  volumes,  was  collected  by  Ptolomy  Philadelphus,  fon 
of  the  full  Ptolomy  ;  and  the  fame  prince  caufed  the  Old  Teftament  to  be  tranfhted 
into  Greek,  but  whether  by  feventy-two  interpreters,  and  in  the  manner  commonly 
related,  is  juftly  queftioned ;  this  tranflation  is  known  by  the  name  of  feptuagint. 
Omar  fubjefted  Egypt  to  the  Mahometan  power,  about  the  year  640,  and  the  califs  of 
Babylon  were  fovereigns  of  the  country  till  870,  when  the  Egyptians  eftablilhed  a 
governor  of  their  own,  called  the  calif  of  Cairo. 

About  the  time  of  the  crufades,  between  the  year  1150  and  1190,  Egypt  was  go- 
verned by  Noreddin,  the  Saracen  fultan  of  Damafcus,  whofe  fon,  the  famous  Sala- 
dine,  proved  fo  formidable  to  the  chriftian  adventurers,  and  retook  from  them  je- 
rufilem.  He  inftituted  the  military  corps  of  Mamalukes,  like  the  janizaries  of  Conftan- 
tinople,  who,  about  the  year  1242,  advanced  one  of  their  own  officers  to  the  throne, 
and,  for  nearly  300  years,  chofe  the  princes  out  of  their  own  body.  Egypt,  for  fome 
time,  made  a  figure  under  thofe  ufurpers,  and  made  a  noble  ftand  againft  the  prevail- 
ing power  of  the  Turks,  till  the  time  of  Selim,  who,  about  the  year  1^17,  after 
giving  the  Mamalukes  feveral  bloody  defeats,  reduced  Egypt  to  its' prefent  ftate  of 
lubjection. 

Ali  Bey,  a  man  of  great  abilities  and  addrefs,  attempted,  a  few  years  fince,  to  wreft 
Egypt  from  the  dominion  of  the  Turks.  He  was,  for  a  long  time,  fuccefsful  in  all  his 
enterprizes  ;  but  on  the  7th  of  March  1773,  was  defeated,  wounded,  and  taken  pri- 
foner.  fie  died  of  his  wounds,  and  was  buried  at  Grand  Cairo. 

Since  the  revolt  of  Ali  Bey,  the  Ottoman  power  has  become  very  precarious  in 
Sgypt-  The  porte  ftiil  maintains  a  pacha  there  ;•  but  this  pacha,  confined  and  watch- 
ed in  the  caftle  of  Cairo,  is  rather  a  prifoner  to  the  Mamalukes,  than  the  rcprefettta- 
tive  of  the  fultan, 
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"NDER  this  head,  we  fhall  rank  the  countries  of,   i.  Morocco  and  Fez ;  2.  Al- 
ters ;  3.  Tunis  ;  4.  Tripoli  and  Barca. 

The  empire  of  Morocco,  including  Fez,  is  bounded,  on  the  north,  by  the  Mediter- 
ranean fea  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  Tafilet ;  and  on  the  eaft,  by  Segelmeffa  and  the  kingdom 
of  Algiers  ;  being  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles  in:  ■ 
breadth. 

Fez,  which  is  now  united  to  Morocco,  i;  about  one  hundred  and  twenty- five 
miles  in  length,  and  much  the  fame  in  breadth.  It  lies  between  the  kingdom  of 
Algiers  on  the  eaft,  and  Morocco  on  the  fouth,  and  is  furrounded  in  other  parts  by 
the  fea. 

Algiers,  formerly  a  kingdom,  is  bounded,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  kingdom  of  Tunk, 
on  the  north,  by  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  fouth,  by  Mount  Atlas,  and  on  the  weft, 
by  the  kingdoms  of  Morocco  and  Tafilet.  According  to  dr.  Shaw,  who  refided  twelve 
years  at  Algiers,  in  quality  of  chaplain  to  the  Britiih  factory,  and  has  corrected  many 
errors  of  ancient  and  modern  geographers,  refpe&ing  the  ftates  of  Barbary,  this  coun- 
try extends,  in  length,  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles  along  the  coaft  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  is  between  forty  and  one  hundred  miles  in  breadth. 

Tunis  is  bounded  by  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  north  and  eaft  ;  by  the  kingdom 
of  Algiers,  on  the  weft  ;  and  by  Tripoli,  with  part  of  Biieduigerid,  on  the  fouth  j 
being  two  hundred  miles  in  length,  from  north  to  fouth,  and  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  in  breadth,  from  eaft  to  weft. 

Tripoli,  including  Barca,  is  bounded,  on  the  north,  by  the  Mediterranean  fea  ;  oa 
the  fouth,  by  the  country  of  the  Beriberies  ;  on  the  weft,  by  the  kingdom  of  Tunis,. 
Biieduigerid,  and  the  territory  of  the  Gadamis  ;  and  on  the  eaft,  by  Egypt  ;  extending- 
about  eleven  hundred  miles  along  the  fea-coaft  ;  and  the  breadth  is  from  one  hundred 
to  three  hundred  miles. 

Each  capital  bears  the  name  of  the  ftate  or  kingdom  to  which  it  belongs,  except- 
that  the  capital  of  Biieduigerid  (the  ancient  Numidia)  is  Dara. 

This  being  premifed,  we  fhall  confider  the  Barbary  ftates  as  forming,  which  they 
really  do,  a  great  political  confederacy,  however  independent  each  may  be  as  to  the 
cxercife  of  its  internal  polity  ;  nor  is  there  a  greater  difference  than  happens  in  differ- 
ent provinces  of  the  fame  kingdom,  in  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants. 

Air  and  seasons. J  The  air  of  Morocco  is  mild,  as  is  that  of  Algiers,  and  indeed" 
of  all  the  other  ftates,  except  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft. 

Soil,  vegetable  and  animal  ~>      Thefe  ftates,  under  the  Roman  empire,  were- 

productions,  by  sea  and  land.  5  juftly  denominated  the  garden  of  the  world  ; 
and  to  have  a  refidence  there,  was  confidered  as  the  higheft  ftate  of  luxury.  The  pro- 
duce of  their  foil  formed  thofe  magazines,  which  furnifhed  ill  Italy,  and  a  great  part 
of  the  Roman  empire,  with  corn,  wine,  and  oil.  Though  the  lands  are  ill  culti- 
vated, through  the  opprefiion  and  barbarity  of  the  government,  yet  they  are  ftill  fer- 
tile, not  only  in  the  above-mentioned  commodities,  but  in  dates,  figs,  railins,  almondsv 
■.ipples,  pears,  cherries,  plumbs,  citrons,  lemons,  oranges,  pomegranates,  with  plenty 
or  roots  and  herbs  in  the  kitchen  gardens.  Excellent  hemp  and  flax  grow  on  the- 
plains  ;  and,  by  the  report  of  the  Europeans,  who  have  lived  there  for  fotr.e  time,, 
the  country  abounds  with  all  that  can  add  to  the  pleafures  of  life;  for  their  great 


*  This  territory  was  called  Barbaria  by  th«  Greeks  anl  Romans,  from  Berber,  fi* 
*  bach  was  the  original  occupation  of  the  inhabitants.  Bruce's  Travels,  -vol.  i.  p.  384, 
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In  the  Tea-port  towns,  $ha  maritime  countrhs,  a  baftard  kind  of  Arabic  is  fpoken; 
and  fea-faring  people  are  no  ftrangei-s  to  that  medley  of  living  and  dead  languages, 
It'i'.an,  French,  Latin,  &c.  that  is  fo  well  known  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, by  the  name  of  Lingua  Franca. 

Antiquities  and  curiosities,")  This  article  is  well  worth  the  ftudy  of  an  an- 
natural  and  artificial.  Jtiquary;  but  the  fubjects  of  it  are  difficult  of  ac- 
cefs,  being  fcattered  over  a  wide  extent  of  country,  inhabited  by  ignorant  and  inhof- 
pitable  barbarians.  The  reader  can  fcarcely  doubt,  that  the  countries  which  contain- 
ed Carthage,  and  the  pride  of  the  Phoenician,  Greek,  and  Roman  works,  are  replete 
with  the  mod  curious  remains  of  antiquity.  Some  memorials  of  the  Mauritanian  and 
Numidian  greatnefs  are  ftill  to  be  met  with,  and  many  ruins  of  cities,  which  bear  evi- 
dences of  their  ancient  grandeur  and  populoufnefs.  Thefe  point  out  the  old  Julia 
Cxfareaof  the  Romans,  which  was  little  inferior,  in  magnificence,  to  Carthage  it- 
felf.  A  few  of  the  aqueducts  of  Carthage  are  faid  to  be  ftill  remaining,  but  no  vef- 
tige  of  its  walls.  The  fame  is  the  fate  of  Utica,  famous  for  the  retreat  and  death  of 
Cato,  and  many  other  renowned  cities  of  antiquity  •,  and  (o  over-run  is  the  country 
with  barbarifm,  that  their  very  fcites  are  not  known  with  certainty,  even  by  their  ru- 
ins, amphitheatres,  and  ether  public  buildings,  which  remain  ftill  in  tolerable  prefer- 
vation.  Befides  thofe  of  claftical  antiquity,  many  Saracen  monuments,  of  the  moft 
ftupendous  magnificence,  are  likewife  found  in  this  vaft  tract.  Theie  were  erected 
under  the  califs  of  Bagdad,  and  the  ancient  kings  of  the  country,  before  it  was  fub- 
dued  by  the  Turks,  or  reduced  to  its  prefent  form  of  government.  Their  walls  form 
the  principal  fortifications  in  the  country,  both  inland  and  maritime.  We  know  of  few 
or  no  natural  curiofities  belonging  to  this  country,  except  its  falt-pits,  which,  in  fome 
places  take  up  an  area  of  fix  miles.  Dr.  Shaw  mentions  fprings,  found  here,  that  are 
fo  hot  as  to  boil  large  pieces  of  meat  very  tender  in  a  quarter  of  ah  hour. 

Cities  and  public  buildings.]  Mention  has  already  been  made  of  Morocco,  the 
capital  of  that  kingdom,  but  now  almoft  in  ruins,  the  court  having  removed  to  Me- 
quinez,  a  city  of  Fez,  thirty  mi'es  diftant,  and  very  populous.  Incredible  things  are 
recorded  of  the  magnificent  palaces  in  both  cities  ;  but  the  common  people  live  in  a 
dirtv,  ftovenly  manner. 

The  City  of  Algiers  is  not  above  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circuit,  though  it  is  computed 
to  contain  near  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,  fifteen  thoufand  hou- 
fes,  and  one  hundred  and  (even  mofques.  The  public  baths  are  large,  and  handfomely 
paved  with  marble.  The  profpeit  of  the  country  and  fea,  from  Algiers,  is  very  beau- 
tiful, being  built  on  the  declivity  of  a  mountain  •,  but  the  city,  though  for  feveral  ages 
it  has  braved  fome  of  the  greater!:  powers  in  Chriflendom,  could  make  but  a  faint 
defence  againft  a  regular  fiege,  and,  it  is  faid,  that  three  fifty-gun  fhips  might  batter 
jt  down  from  the  harbour. 

The  kingdom  of  Tunis,  which  is  naturally  the  fined  of  all  thefe  ftates,  contains 
the  remains  of  many  noble  cities,  fome  of  them  ftill  in  good  condition.  The  capital, 
about  thirty  miles  fouth  of  old  Carthage,  has  fortifications,  and  is  about  three  miles 
in  circumference.  The  streets  (  fays  Mr  Stanly)  are  narrow,  as  in  most  hot  countries; 
and,  not  being  paved,  they  are  dirty  in  winter,  and  dufty  in  fummer.  The  houfes  are 
not  magnificent,  but  neat  and  commodious  •,  moft  of  them  have  a  porch,  or  gateway, 
with  benches  on  each  fide,  covered  with  mats,  where  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  tranf- 
acts  his  bufinefs,  and  receives  his  friends  ;  no  perfons,  except  on  fome  extraordinary 
occafions,  having  any  farther  admiflion.  Beyond  this  is  an  open  court,  paved  with 
marble  ftone,  or  glazed  tiles,  according  to  the  ability  of  the  owner,  covered  over,  and 
fheltered  from  the  fun  and  weather  by  a  cloth,  which,  by  means  of  pullies  may  be 
varied  at  pleafure.  When  entertainments  are  given,  the  company  meet  in  the  court, 
which  is  always  kept  very  clean.  The  public  exchange  for  merchants  and  their  goods 
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,.  ,       .....  -_,     .  ,.„    „.  ,    "  -want  of  frefh  water, 

is  commodious;  but  the  inhabitants  of  Tunis  are  diftrefied  roi  .„  •  .       ..  ,   • 

»*     n       r    1  -...,.,.  •  r  j  •  • /l  lnto  Which  it 

Molt  or  the  water  uled  in  this  city  is  rain-water,  preferved  in  citterns, . 
is  conveyed  by  pipes  from  the  roofs  of  the  houfes,  which  are  all  flat.      Thefe  ciiterrr» 
are  fo  large,  that  they  hold  enough  to  ferve  the  families  five  or  fix  months.     Almoft 
every  ciftern  has  the  bafe  of  a  marble  column  hollowed  out  to  cover  the  mouth  i  thou- 
fands  of  them  being  put  to  this  ufe  all  over  the  country. 

Merfa,  two  miles  from  Carthage,  and  eleven  from  Tunis,  is  a  very  pleafant  fitua- 
tion.  Here  the  bey  has  two  country-houfes,  one  of  which  has  been  a  coftly  work, 
built  by  Haflan  bey,  furnamed  the  good.  From  thefe  houfes,  are  orange  gardens  reach- 
ing almoft  to  the  fea-fhore  ;  on  the  edge  of  which  is  a  famous  well  of  fweet  water, 
efteemed  the  beft  and  lighteft  in  the  kingdom. 

The  city  of  Tripoli  confifts  of  an  old  and  new  town,  the  latter  being  the  mbft 
flouriftiing  ;  but  never  can  make  any  considerable  figure,  on  account  of  the  inconve- 
niencies  attending  its  fituation,  particularly  the  want  of  pure  water.  The  city  of  Oran, 
lying  upon  this  coaft,  is  rather  more  than  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  is  fortified 
both  by  art  and  nature.  It  was  a  place  of  confiderable  trade,  and  the  object  of  many 
bloody  difputes  between  the  Spaniards  and  Moors.  Conftantina  was  the  ancient 
Cirta,  and  one  of  the  ftrongeft  cities  in  Numidia,  being  inacceflible  on  all  fides  except 
the  fouth-weft. 

Befides  the  above  towns  and  cities,  many  others,  formerly  of  great  renown,  lie 
fcattered  up  and  down  this  immenfe  tract  of  country.  The  city  of  Fez,  at  prefent 
the  capital  of  the  kingdom  fo  called,  is  faid  to  contain  near  three  hundred  thoufand 
inhabitants,  befides  merchants  and  foreigners.  Its  tnofques  amount  to  five  hundred; 
one  of  them  is  magnificent  beyond  defcription,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circum- 
ference. Mequinez  isefteemed  the  great  emporium  of  all  JBarbary.  Sallee  was  for- 
merly famous  for  the  piracy  of  its  inhabitants.  Tangier,  fituated  about  two  miles 
within  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  was  given,  by  the  crown  of  Portugal,  as  part  of  the 
dowry  of  queen  Catharine,  confort  of  Charles  II.  of  England.  It  was  intended  to  be 
to  the  Englifh  what  Gibraltar  is  now  •,  and  it  muft  have  been  a  great  acquisition  had 
not  the  mifunderftandings  between  the  king  and  his  parliament  occafioned  him  to 
blow  up  its  fortifications  and  demolifh  its  harbour  ;  fo  that  from  being  one  of  the 
fineft  cities  in  Africa,  it  is  now  little  better  than  a  fifhing  town.  Ceuta,  upon  the  fame 
ftrait,  almoft  oppofite  to  Gibraltar,  is  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  but  often,  if 
not  always,  befieged  or  blocked  up  by  the  Moors.  Tetuan,  which  lies  within  twenty 
miles  of  Ceuta,  is  now  but  an  ordinary  town,  containing  about  eight  hundred  hou- 
fes ;  but  the  inhabitants  are  faid  to  be  rich,  and  tolerably  civilized  in  their  man- 
ners. 

The  provinces  of  Suz,  Tafilet,  and  Gefula,  form  no  part  of  the  ftates  of  Barbary, . 
though  the  king  of  Morocco  pretends  to  be  their  fovereign  ;  nor  do  they  contain  any 
thing  that  is  particularly  curious. 

Zaara  is  a  defert  country,  thinly  peopled,  and  nearly  deftitute  of  both  water  and 
provifions. 

Manufactures  and  commerce.]  The  lower  fubjects  of  thefe  ftates  know  very 
few  imaginary  wants,  and  depend  partly  upon  their  piracies  to  be  fupplied  with  ne- 
ceflary  utenfils  and  manufactures  ;  fo  that  their  exports  confists  chiefly  of  leather,  fine 
mats,  embroidered  handkerchiefs,  fword  knots,  and  carpets,  which  are  cheaper  and 
fofter  thanthofein  Turkey,  though  not  fo  good  in  other  refpects.  As  they  leave  al- 
moft all  their  commercial  affairs  to  the  Jews  and  chriftians  fettled  among  them,  the 
latter  have  effablifhed  lilk  and  linen  works,  which  fupply  the  higher  ranks  of  their 
own  fubjects.  They  have  no  fhips,  that,  properly  fpeaking,  are  employed  in  commerce; 
fo  that  the  French  and  Englifh  carry  on  the  greateft  part  of  their  trade.  Their  ex- 
ports befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  confift  of  elephant's  teeth,  oftrich  feathers, 
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copper,  tin,  wool,  honey,  wax,  dates,  raifins,  olives,  almonds,  gum-arabic,  and  fan- 
drac.  The  inhabitants  of  Morocco  are  likewife  faid  to  carry  on  a  considerable  trade, 
by  caravans,  to  Mecca,  Medina,  and  fome  inland  parts  of  Africa,  from  whence  they 
bring  back  vaft  numbers  of  negroes,  who  ferve  in  their  armies,  and  are  flaves  in  their 
W,*r„e  -.^H  fields. 

In  return  for  their  exports,  ti'.C  EuI2$!C2GS  Snih&  them  with  timber,  artillery  of  all 
kinds,  gunpowder,  and  whatever  they  want,  either  in  their  public  or  private  capaci- 
ties ;  the  particulars  of  which  are  too  many  to  fpecify.*  The  duties  paid  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  in  the  ports  of  Morocco,  are  but  half  thofe  paid  by  other  Europeans.  It  is  a  ge- 
neral obfervation,  that  bo  nation  is  fond  of  trading  with  thefe  ftates,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  their  capricious  defpotifm,  but  the  villainy  of  their  individuals,  both  natives 
and  jews,  many  of  whom  take  all  opportunities  of  cheating,  and,  when  detected,  are 
feldom  punifhed. 

Constitution  and  government.]  In  Morocco,  government  cannot  be  faid  to 
exift.  The  emperors  have,  for  fome  ages,  been  parties,  judges,  and  even  executioners, 
with  their  own  hands,  in  all  criminal  matters  •,  nor  is  their  brutality  more  incredi- 
ble than  the  fubmiffion  with  which  their  fubjects  bear  it.  In  the  abfence  of  the  em- 
peror, every  military  officer  has  the  pov/er  of  life  and  death  in  his  hand,  and  they 
feldom  obferve  even  the  form  of  a  judicial  proceeding.  Some  veftiges,  however  of 
the  califate  government  ftill  continue  ;  for  in  places  where  no  military  officer  refides, 
the  mufti  or  high-prieft  is  the  fountain  of  all  juftice,  and  under  him  the  cadis,  or  ci- 
vil officers,  act  as  juftices  of  the  peace.  Though  the  emperor  of  Morocco  is  not  im- 
mediately fubject  to  the  Porte,  yet  he  acknowledges  the  grand  fignior  to  be  his  fupe- 
rior,  and  pays  him  a  diftant  allegiance  as  the  chief  representative  of  Mahomet.  What 
we  have  faid  of  Morocco  is  applicable  to  Fez,  both  kingdoms  being  now  under  one 
emperor. 

Though  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  have  each  of  them  a  Turkifh  bafhaw  ordey, 
who  governs  in  the  name  of  the  grand  fignior  ;  yet  very  little  regard  is  paid  by  his 
ferocious  fubjects  to  his  authority.  He  cannot  even  be  faid  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Porte.  When  a  vacancy  happens  in  the  government,  which  commonly  does  by 
murder,  every  foldier  in  the  army  has  a  vote  in  choofing  the  fucceeding  dey  ;  and 
though  the  election  is  often  attended  with  bloodfhed,  yet  he  is  no  fooner  fixed,  than 
he  is  cheerfully  recognized  and  obeyed.  It  is  true,  he  muft  be  confirmed  by  the  porte; 
but  that  is  feldom  refufed,  as  the  divan  is  no  ftranger  to  the  difpofitions  of  the 
people.  The  power  of  the  dey  is  defpotic  ;  and  his  income  amounts  to  nearly  feven 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  a  year,  without  greatly  oppreffing  his  fubjects,  who  are  ve- 
ry tenacious  of  their  property.  A  detachment  of  the  army  of  their  ftates  is  annual- 
ly fent  into  each  province,  to  collect  a  tribute  from  the  Moors  and  Arabs  ;  and  the 
prizes  taken  at  fea,  fometimes  equal  the  taxes  laid  upon  the  natives.  Thefe  deys  pay 
flight  annual  tributes  to  the  porte.  When  the  grand  fignior  is  at  war  with  a  chriftian 
power  he  requires  their  affiftance,  as  he  does  that  of  the  king  of  Morocco  ;  but  he  is 
obeyed  only  as  they  think  proper.  Subordinate  to  the  deys,  are  officers,  both  military 
and  civil ;  and  in  all  matters  of  importance,  the  dey  is  expected  to  take  the  advice  of 
a  common  council,  which  confifts  of  thirty  bafhaws.  Thefe  bafhaws  feldom  fail  of 
forming  parties,  among  the  foldiers,  againft  the  reigning  dey,  whom  they  make  no 
fcruple  of  afilfiinating,  even  in  council;  and  the  ftrongeft  candidate  then  fills  his  place. 
Sometimes  he  is  depofed  ;  fometimes,  though  but  very  feldom,  he  refigns  his  autho- 
rity, to  fave  his  life  ;  and  it  is  feldom  he  dies  a  natural  death  upon  the  throne.  The  au- 
thority of  the  dey  is  unlimited  •,  but  an  unfuccefsful  expedition,  or  too  pacific  a  con- 
duct, feldom  fails  to  put  an  end  to  his  life  and  government. 

Revenues.]  We  have  already  mentioned  thofe  of  Algiers,  but  they  are  now  faid  to 
be  exceeded  by  thofe  of  Tunis,  They  confift  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the  prizes  taken 
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from  chriftians,  a  fmall  capitation  tax,  and  the  cuftoms  paid  by  theEnglifh,  French, 
and  other  nations,  who  are  fuffered  to  trade  with  thofe  ftates.  As  to  the  king  of  Mo- 
rocco we  can  form  no  very  accurate  ideas  of  his  revenue?  ;  but  from  the  manner  of 
his  living,  his  attendance,  and  appearance,  we  may  conclude  he  does  not  abound  in 
riches.  The  ranfoms  of  chriftian  flaves  are  his  perquifites.  He  fometimes  ihares  in. 
the  veffels  of  other  ftates,  which  entitles  him  to  a  part  of  their  prizes.  He  claims 
a  tenth  of  the  goods  of  his  Mahometan  fubjects,  and  fix  crowns  a  year  from  every 
Jew  merchant.  He  has  likewife  confiderable  profits  in  the  Negroland,  and  other  cara- 
vans, and  in  the  fiave-trade  towards  the  fouth.  It  is  thought  that  the  whole  of  his 
ordinary  revenue,  in  money,  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  thouiand 
pounds  a  year. 

Military  strength, ->  By  the  beft  accounts  we  have  received,  the  king  of  Mo. 
at  sea  and  land.  j  rocco  can  bring  to  the  field  one  hundred  thoufand  men  ; 
but  the  ftrength  of  this  army  confifts  of  cavalry  mounted  by  his  negro  flaves.  Thofe 
wretches  are  brought  young  to  Morocco,  know  no  other  ftate  but  fervitude,  and  no 
other  mafter  but  their  king,  and  prove  the  firmed  fupport  of  his  tyranny.  About  the 
year  1727,  all  the  naval  force  of  Morocco  confided  cnly  of  three  fmall  fhips,  which  J  iy 
at  Sallee,'  and  fometimes  brought  in  prizes.  The  Algerines  maintain  about  fix  thoufand 
five  hundred  foot,  confirming  of  Turks,  and  cologlies,  or  the  fons  of  foldiers.  Part  of 
them  ferve  as  marines  on  board  their  velfels.  About  one  thoufand  of  them  do  gar- 
rifen  duty,  and  part  are  employed  in  fomenting  differences  among  the  neighbouring 
Arab  princes.  Befides  thefe,  the  dey  can  bring  two  thoufand  Moorifti  horfe  into  the 
field.  Thofe  troops  are  under  excellent  difcipline,  and  the  deys  of  all  the  other  Bar- 
bary  ftates  keep  up  a  force  in  proportion  to  their  abilities  ;  fo  that  a  few  years  ago, 
they  tefufed  to  fend  a  tribute  to  the  Turkifh  emperor,  who  feems  to  be  fatisfied  with 
thefhadow  of  obedience  which  they  pay  him. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  though  the  Carthaginians,  who  inhabited  this  very  coun- 
try of  Barbary,  had  greater  fleets  and  a  more  extenfive  commerce  than  any  other  na- 
tion, or  than  all  the  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  when  that  ftate  flouriihed,  the 
prefer. t  inhabitants  have  fcarcely  any  merchant-ftiips  belonging  to  them,  or  indeed 
any  other  fliips  than  thofe  that  Sallee,  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli  fit  out  for  piracy  ; 
which,  though  increafed  fince  the  laft  attack  of  the  Spaniards,  are  now  but  few  and 
fmall,  and  fome  years  ago  did  not  exceed  fix  fhips  from  thirty-fix  to  fifcy  guns.  The  ad- 
miral's fhip  belongs  to  the  government  ;  the  other  captains  are  appointed  by  private 
owners,  but  fubject  to  military  law. 

History.]  Algiers  had  undergone  a  variety  of  revolutions  in  its  form  of  govern- 
ment, previous  to  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  which  it  is  not  within  the 
plan  of  this  {ketch  to  defcribe.  But  about  that  time,  a  fudden  revolution  happened, 
which,  by  rendering  the  ftates  of  Barbary  formidable  to  the  Europeans,  hath  made 
their  hiftory  worthy  of  more  attention.  Horuc  and  Hayradin,  the  fons  of  a  potter 
in  the  ifle  of  Lesbos,  prompted  by  a  reftlefs  and  enterprifing  fpirit,  forfook  their  fa- 
ther's profeflion,  put  to  fea,  and  joined  a  crew  of  pirates.  They  foon  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  by  their  valour  andaclivitv  ;  and  becoming  mafters  of  a  fmall  brigantine, 
fupported  their  infamous  trade  with  fuch  conduct  and  fuccefs,  that  they  aflembled  a 
fleet  of  twelve  galleys,  befides  many  veffels  of  fmaller  force.  Of  this  fleet,  Horuc, 
the  elder  brother,  called  Barbarofia,  from  the  red  colour  of  his  beard,  was  admiral, 
and  Hayradin  fecond  in  command.  Their  names  foon  became  terrible  from  the 
Straits  of  the  Darnanelles  to  thofe  of  Gibraltar.  Eutemi,  king  of  Algiers,  having 
attempted  feveral  times,  without  fuccefs,  to  take  a  fort  which  the  Spanifh  governors 
ofOran  had  built  not  far  from  the  capital,  applied  to  Barbarofia.  Thecorfair  leav- 
ing his  brother  Hayradin  with  the  fleet,  marched  at  the  head  of  five  thoufand  men 
to  Algiers,.  Such  a  force  gave  him  the  command  of  the  town.  He  fecretly  murdered 
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the  monarch  whom  he  had  come  to  aftift,  and  proclaimed  himfelf  king  in  his  ftead. 
Hi  loft  his  life  in  a  war  with  the  forces  of  Charles  V.  His  brother  Hayradin,  known 
likewife  by  the  name  of  Barbarofla,  afTumed  the  fceptre  of  Algiers.  He  built  a  ftrong 
mole  for  the  fafety  of  his  mips.      In  this  he  employed  thirty  thoufand  chriftian  flaves, 
whom  he  obliged  to   labour  without  intermission  for  three  years,  in  which  time  the 
work  was  completed.      Hayradin   foon  became  dreaded  not  only  by  the  Arabs  and 
Moors,   but  alfo  by  the  maritime  chriftian  powers,  efpecially  the  Spaniards.     Hafian- 
Aga,  a  Sardinian  renegado,  fucceeded  Hayradin.     He  had  no  fooner  taken  pofTeflion 
of  his  new  government,  than  the  Algerines  renewed  their   ravages   on  the  Spanifti 
co:  ft  with  greater  fury  than  ever  ;  extending  them  to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  and  other 
parts  of  Italy.   Charles  V.  therefore,  determined  to  crulh  them,  and  fet  fail  at  the  head 
of  a  powerful  fleet,  confiding  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  fhips  and  twenty  gallies, 
having  on  board  thirty  thoufand  troops,,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition.     In   this  expedition,  many  young  nobility  and  gentlemen  attended  as  volun- 
teers, and  among  thefe,  many  knights  of  Malta,  fo  remarkable  for  their  valour  againfl 
the  enemies  of  chriftianity.   The  Algerines  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft  consternation. 
Thecity  was  furrounded  only  by  a  wall,  with  fcarcely  any  out- works.  Thegarrifon  con- 
fifted  of  eight  hundred  Turks  and  fix  thoufand  Moors,  without  fire-arms,  and  poorly 
difciplined  and  accoutred  ;  the  reft  of  their  forces  being  difperfed  in  the  other   pro- 
vinces of  the  kingdom,  to  levy  the  ufual  tribute  on  the  Arabs  and  Moors.     The  Spa- 
niards landed  without  oppofition,  and  immediately  built  a  fort,  under  the  cannon  of 
which  they  encamped,  and  diverted  the  courfe  of  a  fpring,  which  fupplied  the  city 
with  water.     Being  now  reduced   to  the  utmoft  diftrefs,   Haflan'  received  a  fummons 
to   Surrender  at   difcretion,  on  pain  of  being   put  to  the  f.vord  with   a!l  his  garrifon. 
He  was  on  the  point  of  complying,  when  intelligence  was  brought,  that    \  z  forces  be- 
longing to   the  weftern    government  were  in   full  march   towards  the  place  ;  upon 
which  it  was  refolved  to  defend  it  to  the  utmoft.     Charles,   in  the  mean  time,  refolv- 
ing  upon  a  general  aftault,  kept  up  a  confront  firing  on  the  town  ;  which  made  a  very 
weak  defence.     But  while  the  divan  were  deliberating  on  the  moft  proper   means  of 
obtaining  an    honourable  capitulation,  a  mad  prophet,    attended  by  a  multitude  of 
people,  entered  the  afiembly,  and  foretold  the  destruction  of  the  Spaniards  before  the 
end  of  the  moon,  exhorting  the  inhabitants  to  holdout  till  that  time.  This  prediction 
was  foon  accomplished  in  a  very  furprifing  manner  ;  for,  on  the  28th  of  October,  154 1, 
a  dreadful  ftcrm  of  wind,  rain,  and  hail,  arofe  from  the  north,  accompanied  with  vio- 
lent fhocks  of  earthquakes,  and  adifmal  and  univerfa]  darknefs  both  by  fea  and  land  ; 
fo  that   the  fun,  moon,  and  elements,  feemed  to  combine  together  for  the  deftruc- 
tion ofthe  Spaniards.    In  that  one  night,  fomefay  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  eighty-fix 
fiiips  and  fifteen  gallies  were  deftroyed,  with  all  their  crews  and  military  ftores  ;   by 
which  the  army  on  fliore  was  deprived  of  all  means  of  fubfiftence.      Their  camp  alfo, 
which  fpread  itfelf  along  the  plain  under  their  fort;  was  laid  quite  under  water,  by  the 
torrents  which  defcended  from  the  neighbouring  hills.      Many  of  the  troops,  in  try- 
ing to  remove  into  fome  better  fituation,  were  cut  to  pieces  by  the  Moors  and  Arabs  ; 
while  feveral  gallies,    afld  other  veffels,    endeavouring  to  gain   fome  neighbouring 
creeks  along  the  coaft,  were  immediately  plundered,  and  their   crews  mafiacred  by 
the  inhabitants.  Next  morning,  Charles  beheld  the  fea  covered  with  the  fragments  of 
mips,  and  the  bodies  of  men,  horfes,  and  other  creatures,  fwimming  0.1  the  waves; 
at  which  he  was  fo  disheartened,  that,  abandoning  his  tents,  artillery,  and  all  his  hea- 
vy baggage,  to  the  enemy,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  his  army,  in  no  fmall  diforder, 
towards  Cape  Mallabux,  in  order  to  reimbark  in  thofe  veflels,  which   had  out- wea- 
thered the  ftorm.     But  Haflan,  who  had  watched  his  motions,  allowed  him  juft  time 
to  get  to  the  fhore,  when  he  fallied  out,  and  attacked  the  Spaniards  in  the  midft  of 
Vol.  II.  2X 


170  THE  STATES  OF  BARBARY. 

their  hurry  to  get  into  their  fhips.    He  killed  great  numbers,  and  brought  away  a  ftill 
greater  number  of  captives  ;  after  which  he  returned  in  triumph  to  Algiers. 

The  Spaniards  had  fcarcely  reached  their  fhips,  when  they  were  attacked  by  a  frefh 
ftorm,  in  which  great  numbers  of  them  perifhed.  A  vefiel  in  particular,  containing  fe- 
ven  hundred  fcldiers,  beftdes  failors,  funk  in  the  fight  of  Charles,  without  a  poffibi- 
lity  of  faving  a  fingle  man.  At  length,  with  much  labour,  they  reached  the  port  of 
Bujeyah.  They  ftayed  no  longer  here  than  till  the  fixteenth  of  November,  when  they 
fet  fail  for  Carthagena,  and  reached  it  on  the  twenty-firft  of  the  fame  month.  In  this 
unfortunate  expedition,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  fhips  and  gallies  were 
loft,  with  above  three  hundred  colonels  and  other  officers,  and  eight  thoufar.d  foldiers 
and  mariners,  befides  thofe  deftroyed  by  the  enemy  on  their  relmbarkation,  or  drowned 
in  the  laft  ftorm.  The  number  of  prifoners  was  fo  great,  that  the  Algerines  foid  Cone 
of  them,  by  way  of  contempt,  for  an  onion  per  head. 

HalTan,  the  fon  of  H.iyradin  BarbaroiTa,  fucceeded.  Not  long  after,  the  Spani- 
ards undertook  an  expedition  againft  Moftagan,  under  the  command  of  the  count 
d'Alcandela;  but  were  utterly  defeated,  the  commander  himfelf  killed,  and  twetva 
thoufand  men  taken  prifoners.  Haflan's  fucceftor,  Mahomet,  incorporated  the  jani- 
faries  and  Levantine  Turks  together.  He  thus  put  an  end  to  their  cilTentions,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Algerine  independency  on  the  porte.  He  likewife  added  fome 
confiderable  fortifications  to  the  city  and  caftle,  which  he  defigned  to  render  im- 
pregnable. Mahomet  was  lucceeded  by  Ochali,  a  renegado,  who  reduced  the  kingdom 
of  Tunis.  It  remained  fubjecl  to  the  viceroy  of  Algiers  only  till  the  year  1586,  when 
a  bafhaw  of  Tunis  was  appointed  by  the  fultan. 

In  the  year  1601,  the  Spaniards  made  another  attempt  upon  Algiers.  Their  fleet 
w:s  driven  back  by  contrary  winds,  fo  that  they  fuffered  no  lofs.  In  1609,  the  Moors 
being  expelled  from  Spain,  flocked,  in  great  numbers,  to  Algiers  •,  and,  as  many  of 
them  were  able  failors,  they  made  the  Algerine  fleet  extremely  formidable.  In  1616, 
it  confifted  of  forty  fhips,  between  two  and  four  hundred  tons  burden,  and  their  ad- 
miral was  five  hundred -tons.  It  attacked  chriftian  fhips,  both  Englifli  and  French, 
with  whom  they  pretended  to  be  in  friendlhip,  as  well  as  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe, 
with  whom  they  were  at  war.  The  Algerines  were  now  become  formidable  to  the 
European  powers.  The  Spaniards,  who  were  moft  in  danger,  folicited  the  affiftance 
of  England,  the  pope,  and  other  ftates.  The  Fiench,  however,  were  the  rirft  who 
dared  to  fhow  their  refentment  at  the  perfidious  behaviour  of  thefe  mifcrear.ts  ;  and 
in  1 6 1 7,  M.  Beaulieu  was  fent  againft  them  with  a  fleet  of  fifty  men  of  war.  He 
defeated  their  fleet,  and  tock  two  of  their  vefie's.  Their  admiral  funk  his  own  imp 
and  crew,  ra;her  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  1620,  a  fquadron  of  Eng- 
lifh  men  of  war  was  fent  againft  Algiers,  but  without  effect.  In  1623,  the  Algerines, 
and  other  ftates  of  Barbary,  threw  off  their  dependence  on  the  porte.  They  made 
prizes  o:  feveral  merchant  fhips  belonging  to  the  powers  at  peace  with  the  porte. 
They  feized  a  Dutch  fhipand  poleacre  at  Scanderoon  •,  they  even  ventured  on  fhore, 
and,  finding  the  town  abandoned  by  the  Turkiih  aga  and  inhabitants,  they  plunder- 
ed al!  the  magazines  and  ware-houfes,  and  fet  them  on  fire. 

In  1637,  the  Algerines  infefted  the  Britifh  channel  •,  and,  according  to  Mrs.  Ma- 
cauley*,  had  made  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  captures,  as  to  have,  a:  one  time,  between 
four  and  five  thoufand  fubje&s  of  England  prifoners.  Some  time  after  the  Algerines 
fitted  out  a  fleet  of  fixteen  galleys  and  galliots,  under  the  command  of  Hali  Pinchi- 
pin.  The  chief  defign  of  this  armament  was  againft  the  treafure  of  Loretto  ;  wnictt 
they  were  prevented,  by  contrary  winds,  from  obtaining.    Hereupon  they  made  a  dc» 

•  Hisiory  of  England,  vol.  U.  ciiap.  4. 
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(cent  on  Puglia,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  ;  where  they  ravaged  the  whole  territory 
of  Mecotra.  They  carried  oif  a  vaft  number  of  captives.  Thence  fteering  towards 
Dalmatia,  they  fcoured  the  Adriatic,  and  loaded  themfelves  with  immenfe  plunder. 
The  Venetians,  alarmed  at  fuch  ravages,  equipped  a  fleet  of  twenty-eight  fail,  under 
the  command  of  admiral  Capello,  with  exprefs  orders  to  burn,  (ink,  or  take,  all  the 
Barbary  corfairs  which  he  met  with,  either  on  the  open  feas,  or  even  in  the  Ottoman 
harbours,  agreeably  to  a  late  treaty  of  peace  with  the  parte.  Pinchinin  was  over- 
taken by  Capello,  and  an  engagement  immediately  enfued,  in  which  the  Algerines 
were  defeated.  Five  of  their  veflels  were  difabled  •,  one  thoufand  five  hundied  men, 
Turks  and  chriftian  (laves,  were  killed  ;  befides  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  galley  flaves 
who  regained  their  liberty.  The  Algerines  fled  to  Velona,  and  reared  their  tents,  and 
drew  their  booty  and  equipage  along  the  fhore.  Capello  kept  up  a  brifk  fire  amorig 
their  tents,  while  fome  well  manned  galliots  and  brigantines  were  difpatched  to  attack 
their  (hipping.  Sixteen  gallies,  with  all  their  cannon  and  (lores,  were  to'.ved  out,  and 
their  booty  deftroyed. 

The  pirates  did  not  long  continue  in  the  defencelefs  ftate  to  which  this  defeat  reduc- 
ed them  ;  being  able,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  to  appear  at  fea  with  a  fleet  of  fixty- 
five  fail,  which  brought  in  vaft  numbers  of  (lives,  and  an  immenfe  quantity  of  rich 
fpoils-,  infomuch  that  the  Englifih,  French,  and  Dutch  were  obliged  to  cringe  to  the 
Algerines,  who  fometimes  condefcended  to  be  at  peace  with  them,  but  fwore  eternal 
war  againft  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  whom  they  confidered  as  the  greateft  enemies  to 
the  Mahometan  name.  At  laft,  Louis  the  fourteenth,  provoked  by  the  grievous  out- 
rages committed  by  the  Algerines  on  the  coafts  of  Provence  and  Languedoc,  order- 
ed, in  1681,  a  considerable  fleet  to  be  fitted  out  againft  them,  under  the  marquis  du 
Quefne,  vice-admiral  of  France.  Hisfirft  expedition  was  againft  a  number  of  Tripo- 
litan  corfairs  -,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  out-row  him,  and  (helter  themfelves  in  the 
ifland  of  Scio,  belonging  to  the  Turks.  This  did  not  prevent  him  from  purfuing 
them  thither,  and  making  fuch  a  terrible  fire  upon  them,  as  deftroyed  fourteen  of 
their  veffels,  befides  battering  the  walls  of  the  caftle.  This  feverity  feemed  only  to  be 
defigned  as  a  check  to  the  piracies  of  the  Algerines  ;  but,  finding  that  they  ftill  con- 
tinued their  outrages  on  the  French  coaft,  du  Quefne  failed,  in  Auguft,  1682,  to  Al- 
giers, cannonading  and  bombarding  it  fo  furioufly,  that,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  the 
whole  town  was  in  flames.  The  great  mofque  was  battered  down,  and  moft  of  the 
houfes  laid  in  ruins,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  were  on  the  point  of  abandoning  the  place  ; 
when,  on  a  fudden,  the  wind  turned  about,  and  obliged  du  Quefne  to  return  to 
•  Toulon.  The  Algerines  immediately  made  reprifals,  by  fending  a  number  of  gal- 
leys and  galliots  to  the  coafts  of  Provence,  where  they  committed  the  moft  dreadful 
ravages,  and  brought  away  a  vaft  number  of  captives-,  upon  which  a  new  armament 
was  ordered,  at  Toulon  and  Marfeilles,  to  be  got  ready  againft  them  the  next  year  ; 
and  the  Algerines,  having  received  early  notice,  put  themfelves  into  as  good  a  flate 
of  defence  as  the  time  would  allow. 

In  May,  1683,  du  Quefne,  with  his  fquadron,  caft  anchor  before  Algiers  ;  where, 
being  joined  by  the  marquis  d'Aflfranville,  with  five  ftrong  veflels,  they  refolved  to 
bombard  the  town,  and  accordingly,  one  hundred  bombs  were  thrown  into  it,  which 
did  terrible  execution,  whilethe  befieged  made  fome  hundred  difcharges  of  their  can- 
non againft  the  aflailants,  without  doing  any  confiderable  damage.  The  following 
night,  bombs  were  again  thrown  into  the  city  in  fuch  numbers,  that  the  dey's  palace 
and  other  great  edifices,  were  almoft  deftroyed  ;  fome  of  the  batteries  were  difmount- 
ed  and  feveral  veflels  funk  in  the  port.  The  dey,  and  Turkifh  bafhaw,  as  well  as  the 
whole  foldiery,  alarmed  at  this  dreadful  havoc,  immediately  fued  for  peace.  As  a  pre- 
liminary, the  French  infifted  on  the  furrender  of  all  chriftian  captives  who  had  been 
taken  fighting  under  their  flag-,    which  being   granted,  one  hundred  and   forty- 
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two  perfons  were  directly  delivered  up,  with  a  promife  of  fending  on  board  the  re- 
mainder, as  foon  as  they  could  be  got  from  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  Ac- 
cordingly,  du  Quefne  fent  his  commilTary-general,  and  one  of  his  engineers  into  the 
town,  with  exprefs  orders  to  infift  upon  the  delivery  of  all  the  French  captives,  with- 
out exception,  together  with  the  effecls  that  had  been  taken  from  the  French  ;  and 
that  Mezomorto,  their  then  admiral,  and  Hali  Rais,  one  of  their  captains,  mould 
be  given  as  hoftages. 

This  laft  demand  having  embarralTed  the  dey,  he  alTembled  the  divar>,  and  acquaint- 
ed them  with  it.  Upon  this  Mezomorto  fell  into  a  violent  paffion,  and  told  the  af- 
fembly  that  the  cowardice  ofthofe  who  fat  at  the  helm,  had  occasioned  the  ruin  of' 
Algiers-,  but  that,  for  his  part  he  would  never  confent  to  deliver  up  any  thing  that 
was  taken  from  the  French.  He  immediately  acquainted  the  foldiery  with  what  had 
paflcd  •,  which  fo  exafperated  them,  that  they  murdered  the  dey  in  the  night,  and 
next  day  chofe  Mezomorto  in  his  place.  This  was  no  fooner  done,  than  he  cancelled 
all  the  articles  of  peace  which  had  been  made,  and  hpftilities  were  renewed  with  great- 
er fury  than  ever. 

The  French  admiral  now  poured  in  fuch  volleys  of  bombs,  that  in  lefs  than  three 
days,  thegreateft  part  of  the  city  was  reduced  to  aihes  ;  and  the  fire  burnt  with  fuch. 
fury,  that  the  fea  was  enlightened  for  two  leagues  round.  Mezomorto,  unmoved 
by  all  thefe  difafters,  and  the  vaft  numbers  of  the  flairc,  whole  blood  ran  in  rivulets 
a'ong  the  Greets,  or  rather,  grown  furious  and  defperate,  fought  only  how  to  wreak 
his  revenge  on  the  enemy  ;  and,  not  content  with  caufing  all  the  French  in  the  city 
to  be  cruelly  murdered,  he  ordered  their  conful  to  be  tied  hand  and  foot,  and  fattened, 
alive  to  the  mouth  of  a  mortar,  from  which  he  was  mot  away  againft  their  navv. 
By  this  piece  of  inhumanity,  du  Quefne  was  fo  exafperated,  that  he  did  not  leave 
Algiers,  till  he  had  utterly  deflroyed  all  the  fortifications,  fhipping,  almofl  all  the- 
lower,  and  above  two  thirds  of  the  upper  part  of  the  city  ;  which  became  little  more 
than  a  heap  of  ruins. 

The  Algerines  were  now  thoroughly  convinced  that  they  were  not  invincible  ;  and,, 
therefore,  immediately  fent  an  embafly  to  France,  begging,  in  the  mofl  abject  terms, 
for  peace  ;  which  Louis  very  foon  granted,  to  their  inexprefhble  joy.  They  now  be- 
gan to  pay  fome  regard  to  other  nations,  and  to  be  fomewhat  cautious  how  they  wan- 
tonly provoked  their  difpleafure.  The  bombardment  by  the  French  had  fo  far  hum- 
bled the  Algerines,  that  they  condefcended  to  enter  into  a  treaty! with  England  ;  which 
was,  in  1686,  renewed  upon  terms  very  advantageous  to  the  latter.  It  is  not  to  be 
fuppofed,  however,  that  the  natural  perfidy  of  the  Algerines  would  difappear  on  a. 
fudden.  Notwithftandin  g  this  treaty,  therefore,  they  loft  no  opportunity  of  making 
prizes  of  Englifh  fhips,  when  they  could  conveniently  feize  them.  Upon  fome  in- 
fringement of  this  kind,  captain  Beach,  in  1695,  drove  afhore,  and  burned  {even  of 
their  frigates,  which  produced  a  renewal  of  the  treaty  five  years  after-,  but  it  was  no6 
until  the  taking  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  that  Britain  could  have  a  fufficient 
check  upon  them,  to  enforce  the  obfervation  of  treaties  •,  and  thefe  have  fince  proved 
fuch  reftraints  npon  Algiers,  that  they  ftill  continue  to  pay  a  greater  deference  to  the 
Englifh  than  to  any  other  European  power. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1775,  a  fleet  of  fix  fhips  of  the  line,  twelve  frigates,  and  thir- 
ty-three other  armed  vefTels,  fet  fail  from  Carthagena,  in  Spain,  to  attack  Algiers. 
There  was  on  board  a  body  of  troops  amounting  to  above  twenty-four  thoufand. 
They  were  commanded  by  theccunt  O'Reiily,  a  perfonal  favourite  of  the  late  king 
of  Spain.  They  had,  for  the  land  fervice,  an  hundred  and  feventy-fix  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, mortars,  and  howitzers,  with  a  fuitable  quantity  of  military  ftores  On  the  30th 
of  June,  and  lft  of  July,  they  anchored  in  the  bay  of  Algiers.  On  the  8th  of  July  at 
day-break,  the  fhips  being  flationed  to  batter  the  different  forts,  to  the  right  and  left  of 
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the  place  of  difembarkation,  the  troops,  to  the  number  of  about  eight  thoufand,  were 
put  on  board  the  boats  ;  which  formed  in  fix  columns.  The  place  of  landing  was  a 
league  and  an  half  to  the  eaftward  of  the  city  of  Algiers.  Eighty  thoufand  Moors,  of 
whom  two- thirds  were  cavalry,  came  in  fight,  but  did  not  attempt  to  oppofe  the  land- 
ing of  the  Spanifh  forces.  It  is  faid,  that  the  whole  number  of  Africans,  collected  on 
this  occafion,  was  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand.  The  troops  advanced 
into  a  clofe  country,  which  the  Algerines  had  occupied  in  fmall  parties.  The  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry  of  the  Spaniards,  were  repulfed,  and  the  whole  body  fell  into  con- 
fufion.  In  a  very  fhort  time,  they  fled,  leaving  behind  them  a  great  number  of  killed 
and  wounded.  The  latter,  a  few  excepted,  were,  in  fpite  of  their  intreaties,  left  to 
the  mercy  of  the  conquerors.  Part  of  a  fecond  embarkation  of  troops  added  to  the 
general  confufion.  A  third  body  had  caft  up  an  entrenchment  on  the  fhore,  for  the 
protection  of  the  army.  The  Africans  attacked  it,  but  were  driven  back  with  great 
flaughter  on  both  sides.  It  is  faid  that  the  Algerines  had  between  five  and  fix  thou- 
fand men  (lain  on  the  fpot.  The  Spaniards  were,  ntverthelefs,  obliged  to  abandon 
their  attempt,  and  reimbark  their  troops.  Their  wounded  men,  who  were  left  on 
the  field  of  battle,  were  every  one  murdered  by  the  enemy.  Fifteen  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  three  howitzers,  were  left  behind  by  these  unfortunate  invaders.  The  real 
amount  of  their  lofs  can  hardly  have  been  lefs  than  three  thoufand  lives. 

The  detail  of  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Algerines,  on  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  is  referved  for  the  latter  part  of  our  work. 
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Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length  900 ~1    ,  r    6  and  20  north  latitude  \        0 

Breadth  800/  between    { 26  and  44  eaft  longitude.  /   ^S'000' 

Boundaries.]  1  T  1S  bounded  on  tbe  north  by  the  kingdom  of  Senaar,  or  Nubia; 
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J.  on  tne  eaft,  partly  by  the  Red  Sea,  and  partly  bv  Dancala ;  on 
the  weft  by  Gorham  ;  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  kingdom  of  Gingiro,  and  Alaba. 

It  contains  (according  to  Mr.  Bruce,  from  whom  the  fubfequent  account  is  chiefly 
taken)  the  following  provinces,  viz.  1.  Mafuah  ;  2.  Tigre  •,  3.  Samen;  4.  Begem- 
der  ■,  5.  Amhara  ■,  6.  Wa!aka  ;  7.  Gojam;  8.  Damot ;  9.  Maitlha  ;  10.  Dem- 
bea  ;    11.   Kuara  ;    12.  Nara. 

Air  and  seasons.]  The  rainy  feafon  continues  for  fix  months  of  the  year,  from 
April  to  September,  which  is  fucceeded,  without  interval,  by  a  cloudlefs  fky,  and  ver- 
tical fun  ;  and  cold  nights,  which  as  immediately  follow  thefe  fcorching  days.  The 
earth,  notwithftanding  the  heat  of  thefe  days,  is  yet  perpetually  cold,  fo  as  to  feel 
dnagreeabiy  to  the  foles  of  the  feet ;  partly  owing  to  the  fix-months'  rain,  when  no  fun 
appears,  and  partly  to  the  perpetual  equality  of  nights  and  days. 

Diseases  of  the  climate.]  The  whole  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea,  from  Suez  to  Ba- 
oelmande  but  more  efpecially  between  the  tropics,  is  very  unwholefome.  Violent 
levers,  called  there  nedad,  make  the  principal  figure  in  this  fatal  lift,  and  generally 
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terminate,  the  third  day,  in  death.  If  the  patient  furvives  till  the  fifth  day, he  very  of- 
ten recovers  by.^rinking  water  only,  and  throwing  a  quantity  of  cold  water  upon 
him,  even  in  his  lied,  where  he  is  permitted  to  lie,  without  attempting  to  make  him 
dry,  or  change  his  bed,  tili  another  deluge  adds  to  the  firft.  There  is  no  remedy  fo 
fovereign  here  as  the  bark  •,  but  it  muft  be  given  in  very  different  times  and  manners 
from  thofe  purfued  in  Europe.  Were  a  phyfician  to  take  time  to  prepare  his  patient 
for  the  bark,  by  firft  giving  him  purgatives,  he  would  be  dead  of  the  fever  before  his 
preparation  was  completed.  The  next  common  difeTe,  in  the  low  country  of  Ara- 
bia, the  intermediate  ifland  of  Mafuah,  and  all  Abyffinia,  (for  the  difeafes  are  ex- 
actly fimilar  in  all  this  tract)  is  the  tertian  fever,  which  is  in  nothing  different  from 
our  tertian,  and  is  fuccefsfully  treated  here  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  Europe.  As  no 
fpecies  of  this  difeafe,  at  leaft  that  I  have  feen,  fays  our  author,  Mr.  Bruce,  menaces 
the  patient  with  dsath,  efpecially.  in  the  beginning:  of  the  diforder,  fome  time  may  be 
allowed  for  preparation  to  thofe  who  doubt  the  effect  of  bark.  There  is  a  fpecies  of 
d\  fentery  here,  whicrfbegins  with  a  conftant  diarrhcea,  when  the  inteftines  are  at  laft 
excoriated,  and  the  mucus  voided  by  the  ftools.  This  dife.ife  is  rarely  cured,  if  it  be- 
gins with  the  rainy  feafon.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  happens  either  in  the  funnv  fu- 
months,  or  the  end  of  the  rainy  ones  immediately  next  to  them,  fmall  dofes  of  ipeca- 
cuanha either  carry  it  off,  or  change  it  into  an  intermitting  fever,  which  yields  after- 
wards to  the  bark. 

The  next  difeafe,  which  we  may  fey  is  endemial,  is  called  banzeert  the  hogs  or  the 
faine,  and  is  a  fweliing  of  the  glands  of  the  throat,  and  under  the  arms.  This  the 
ignorant  inhabitants  endeavor  to  bring  to  a  fuppuration,  but  in  vain  ;  they  then 
open  them  in  feveral  places  •,  a  fore  and  running  follow,  and  a  difeafe  very  much  re- 
fem'ding  what  in  Europe  is  calledtheevil. 

The  next,  though  not  a  dangerous  complaint,  has  a  terrible  appe?.rance.  Sma'l  tn- 
bercules,  or  fwellings,  appear  all  over  the  body,  but  thickeft  on  the  thighs,  arms, 
and  legs.  Thefe  fwellings  appear  a-.d  djfappear,  for  weeks  together,  without  pain  ; 
though  the  legs  often  fwell  to  a  monftrous  fize,  as  in  the  dropfy.  Sometimes  the  pa- 
tients have  ulcers  in  their  nofes  and  mouths.  Tiie  fraalJ  fwellings  or  eruptions,  when 
fqueezed,  very  often  yield  blood  ;  in  other  refpects,  the  patient  is  generally  in  good 
health. 

The  next  complaint  we  (hall  mention,  as  common  in  thefe  countries,  is  called  fa- 
rentut,  a  corruption  of  an  Arabic  word,  which  (ignifies  the  worm  of  Pharaoh  ;  all  bad 
things  being,  by  the  Arabs,  attributed  to  thefe  poor  kings,  who  feem  to  be  regarded 
by  pofterity  as  the  evil  genii  of  the  country  which  they  once  governed.  This  extra- 
ordinary animal  only  afflicts  thofe  who  are  in  a  conftant  habit  of  drinking  ftagnant  wa- 
ter ;  and,  far  from  affecting  the  flefhy  parts  of  the  bodv,  it  generally  comesout  where 
the  bone  has  leaft  flefh  upon  it.  Upon  looking  at  this  worm,  on  its  firft  appearance, 
a  fmall  black  head  is  very  viiible,  with  a  hooked  beak,  of  a  whitifh  colour.  Its  body 
is  feemingly  of  a  white,  filky  texture,  very  like  a  fmall  tendon,  bared,  and  perfectly 
cleaned.  After  its  appearance,  the  natives  who  are  ufed  to  it,  feize  it  gently  by  the 
head,  and  wrap  it  round  a  fmall  piece  of  filk,  or  bird's  feather.  Every  day,  or  fe- 
veral times  a  day,  they  try  to  wind  it  up  on  the  quill  as  far  as  it  comes  readily ;  and, 
upon  the  fmalleft  refiftance,  they  give  over,  for  fear  of  breaking  it.  "  I  have  feen," 
fays  Mr.  Bruce,  "  five  feet  or  more  of  this  extraordinary  animal,  winded  out  with  in- 
vincible patience,  in  the  courfe  ofthree  weeks.  No  inflammation  then  remained,  and 
fcarcely  any  rednefs  round  the  edges  of  the  aperture,  only  a  fmall  quantity  of  lymph 
appeared  in  the  hole  or  puncture,  which  fcarcely  iffued  out  upon  prelfing.  In  three 
days  it  was  commonly  well,  and  left  no  fear  or  dimple  implying  lofs  of  fubftance. " 
•  •**  I,  rayfelf,"  fays  our  author,  "  experienced  this  complaint.  I  was  reading  upon 
a  fofa  at  Cairo,  a  few  days  after  my  return  from  Upper  Egypt,  when  I  felt,  in  the  fore 
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pnrt  of  my  leg,  upon  the  bone  about  feven  inches  below  the  centre  of  my  knee-pan, 
an  itching  refembting  that  which  follows  upon  the  bite  of  a  mufchetdffUpon  Scratch- 
ing, a  fmall  tumour  appeared,  very  much  like  a  mufcheto  bite.  The  itching  returned 
in  about  an  hour  afterwards  •,  and  being  more  intent  upon  my  reading  than  my  leg, 
I  fcratched  it  till  the  blood  came.  I  foon  afterobferved  fomething  like  a  black  fpot, 
which  had  already  rifen  considerably  above  thefurfaceof  the  fkin.  All  medicine  prov- 
ed ufelefs  ;  and  the  difeafe  not  being  known  at  Cairo,  there  was  nothing  for  it,  but 
to  hive  recourfe  to  the  only-received  method  of  treating  it  in  this  country.  About 
three  inches  of  the  worm  was  winded  out  upon  a  piece  of  raw  filk  in  the  firft  week, 
without  pain  or  fever  ;  but  it  was  broken  afterwards  through  the  careleiThefs  and 
rafhnefs  of  the  furgeon,  when  changing  a  poultice  on  board  the  fliip  in  which  I  re- 
turned to  France.  A  violent  inflammation  followed  -,  the  leg  fwelled  fo  as  fcarcely 
to  leave  appearance  of  knee  or  ancle  ;  the  (kin,  red  and  diftended,  feemed  glazed 
like  a  mirror.  The  wound  was  now  healed,  and  difcharged  nothing  ;  and  there  was 
every  appearance  of  a  mortification  coming  on.  The  great  care  and  attention  pro- 
cured me  in  the  lazaretto  at  Marfeilles,  by  a  nation  always  foremoft  in  the  acts  of 
humanity  to  ftrangers,  and  the  attention  and  {kill  of  the  furgeon,  recovered  me  from 
this  troublefome  complaint. 

"  The  laft  I  (hall  mention  of  thefe  endemial  difeafes,  and  the  moft  terrible  of  all 
others  that  can  fall  to  the  lot  of  mm,  is  the  elephantiafis,  which  fome  have  chofen  to 
call  the  leprofy,  or  Lepra  Arabum  •,  though  in  its  appearance,  and  in  all  its  flakes, 
it  no  more  refembles  the  leprofy  of  Paleftine,  (which  is,  I  apprehend,  the  only  lep- 
rofy that  we  know)  than  it  does  the  gout  or  the  dropfy.  I  never  faw  the  beginning 
of  this  difeafe.  During  the  courfe  of  it,  the  face  is  often  healthy  to  appearance  ;  the 
eyes  vivid  and  fparkling.  Thofe  affected  have  fometimes  a  kind  of  drynefs  upon  the 
skin  of  their  backs,  which,  upon  fcratching,  I  have  [sen  leave  a  mealinefs  or  white- 
nefs  ;  the  only  circumftance,  to  the  beft  of  my  recolleftion,  in  which  it  refembled 
the  leprofy,  but  it  has  no  fcalinefs.  The  hair,  too,  is  of  its  natural  colour  j  not 
white,  yellowifh,  or  thin,  as  in  the  leprofy. 

"  The  chief  feat  of  this  difeafe  is  from  the  bending  of  the  knee  downwards  to  the 
an<le  ;  the  leg  is  fwelled  to  a  great  degree,  becoming  one  fize  from  bottom  to  top, 
and  gathered  into  circular  wrinkles,  like  fmall  hoops  or  plaits  ;  between  every  two 
of  which  there  is  an  opening,  which  is  all  raw  flefh,  or  perfectly  excoriated.  From 
between  thefe  circular  diviiions,  a  great  quantity  of  lymph  conftantly  oozes.  Th^ 
fwelling  of  the  leg  reaches  over  the  foot,  fo  as  to  leave  about  an  inch  or  little  more 
of  it  feen." 

Quadrupeds.]  There  is  no  country  in  the  world  which  produces  a  greater  num- 
ber or  variety  of  quadrupeds,  whether  tame  or  wild,  than  Abyflinia.  As  the  high 
country  is  now  perfectly  cleared  of  wood,  by  the  watte  made  in  that  article  from  the 
continual  march  of  armies,  the  mountains  are  covered,  to  the  very  top,  with  perpe- 
tual verdure  and  moft  luxuriant  herbage. 

The  long  rains  in  fummer  are  not  fuddenly  abforded  by  the-rays  of  the  fun.  A 
thick  veil  defends  the  ground  when  that  luminary  is  in  the  zenith,  or  near  it,  afford- 
ing heat  to  promote  vegetation,  without  withering  it,  by  deftroying  the  moifture  ; 
and,  by  this  means,  a  never-failing  (tore  of  provender  is  conftantly  provided  for  all 
forts  of  cattle.  Of  the  cow-kind,  great  abundance  prefent  themfelves  every  where, 
differing  in  fize,  lome  having  horns  of  various  dimenfions,  fome  without  horns  j  dif- 
fering alfo  in  the  colour  and  length  of  the  hair. 

Among  the  wild  animals,  are  prodigious  numbers  of  the  antelope  kind;  the  bohur, 
fafla,  feeho,  and  madequa,  and  many  others.  Hyasuas  are  ftill  more  numerous.  There 
are  few  varieties  of  the  dog  or  fox  kind.  Of  thefe,  the  moft  numerous  is  the  jackal.' 
The  wild  boar,  fmaller  and  fmoocher  in  the  hair  than  that  of  Barbary   or  Europe, 
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but  differing  in  nothing  elfe,  is  met  frequently  in  fwamps  or  on  the  banks  of  rivers 
covered  with  wood. 

The  elephant,  rhinoceros,  giraffa  or  camelopardalis,  are  inhabitants  of  the  low, 
hot  country  ;  nor  is  the  lion,  leopard,  or  panther,  feen  in  the  high  and  cultivated 
country.  There  are  no  tigers  in  Abyflinia,  nor,  as  far  as  we  know,  in  Africa.  Innu- 
merable flocks  of  apes,  and  baboons,  of  different  kinds,  deftroy  the  fields  of  millet 
every  where  •,  thefe,  and  an  immenfe  number  of  common  rats,  make  great  deftruction 
in  the  country  and  harveft.  There  are  no  rabbits  in  Abyflinia,  but  hares  abound.  The 
hippopotamus  and  crocodile  are  in  all  the  rivers,  not  only  of  Abyflinia,  but  as  low 
down  as  Nubia  and  Egypt.  There  are  many  of  theafs  kind  in  the  low  country,  to- 
wards the  frontiers  of  Atbara,  but  no  zebras  ;  thefe  are  the  inhabitants  of  Fazuclo,  and 
Narea. 

But  of  all  the  quadrupeds,  there  is  none  exceeds  the  hyasna  for  its  mercilefs  fero- 
city. "  They  were  a  plague,"  fays  Mr.  Bruce,"  fpeaking  of  thefe  animals,  "  in 
every  fituation,  both  in  the  city  and  in  the  field,  and,  I  think,  futpaffed  the  fheep  in 
number.  Gondar  was  full  of  them,  from  the  time  it  turned  dark,  till  the  dawn  of 
day,  feeking  the  d'fferent  pieces  of  (laughtered  carcafes  which  this  cruel  and  unclean 
people  expofe  in  the  ftreet  without  burial.  Many  a  time  in  the  night,  when  the  king 
had  kept  me  late  in  the  palace,  and  it  was  not  my  duty  to  lie  there,  in  going  acre's  the 
fquare  from  the  king's  houfe,  not  many  hundred  yards  diftant,  I  have  been  apprehen- 
five  they  would  bite  me  in  the  leg.  They  grunted  in  great  numbers  about  me,  though 
I  was  furrounded  with  feveial  armed  men,  who  feldom  paffed  a  night  without  wound- 
ing or  llaughtering  fome  of  them." 

Hunting  the  elephant  and  rhinoceros.]  The  hunting  of  thefe  animals  being 
one  of  the  amufements  of  the  natives,  we  fhall  give  the  reader  an  account  of  this  dan- 
gerous fport,   in  the  words  of  Mr.  Bruce. 

"  On  the  6th  of  January,  1772,  an  hour  before  day,  after  a  hearty  breakfaft,  we 
mounted  on  horfeback,  to  the  number  of  about  thirty.  But  there  was  another  body, 
both  of  horfe  and  foot,  who  made  hunting  the  elephant  their  particular  bufinefs.  Thefe 
men  dwell  conftantly  in  the  woods,  and  know  very  little  the  ufe  of  bread,  living  en- 
tirely upon  the  flefh  of  the  beads  they  kill,  chiefly  that  of  the  elephant  or  rhinoceros. 
They  are  exceedingly  thin,  light,  and  agile,  both  on  horfeback  and  foot  ;  are  very 
fwarthy,  though  few  of  them  black  ;  none  of  them  woolly-headed  ;  and  all  of  them 
have  European  features.  They  are  called  Agageer,  a  name  of  their  profeflion,  not 
of  their  nation,  which  comes  from  the  word  Agar,  and  fignifies  to  hough  or  ham- 
ftring  with  a  fharp  Weapon.  More  properly  it  means,  indeed,  the  cutting  the  tendon 
of  the  heel,  and  is  a  characteriftic  of  the  manner  in  which  they  kill  the  elephant,  which 
is,  ihortly,  as  follows.  Two  men,  abfolutely  naked,  without  any  rag  or  covering  at 
all  about  them,  get  on  horfeback  ;  this  precaution  is  from  fear  of  being  laid  hold  of 
by  the  trees  or  bufhes,  in  making  their  efcape  from  a  very  watchful  enemy.  One  of 
thefe  riders  fits  upon  the  back  of  the  horfe,  fometimes  with  afaddle,  and  fometimes 
without  one,  withonly.a  fwitch  or  fhort  ftick  in  one  hand,  carefully  managing  the 
bridle  with  the  other  •,  behind  him  fits  his  companion,  who  has  no  other  arms  but  a 
broad-fword,  fuch  as  is  ufed  by  the  Sclavonians,  and  which  is  brought  from  Triefte. 
_  "  As  foon  as  the  elephant  is  found  feeding,  the  horfeman  rides  before  him  as  near 
his  face  as  possible  •,  ,or,  if  he  flies,  croffes  him  in  all  directions,  crying  out,  "  I  am 
fuch  a  man  and  fuch  a  man  ;  this  is  my  horfe,  that  has  fuch  a  name  ;  I  killed  your 
father  in  fuch  a  place,  and  your  grandfather  in  fuch  another  place,  and  I  am  now 
come  to  kill  you  ;  you  are  but  an  afs  in  comparifon  of  them."  This  nonfenfe  he 
verily  believes  the  elephant  underftands,  who,  chaffed  and  angry  at  hearing  the  noife 
immediately  before  him,  feeks  to  feize  him  with  his  trunk  or  probofcis,  and,  intent 
upon  this,  follows  the  horfe  every  where,  turning  round  with  him,  neglectful 
of  making  his   efcape  by  running  ftraight  forward,    in   which  confifts  his  only 
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fafety.   After  having  made  him  turn  once  or  twice  in  purfuitof  the  horfe,    the  horfe- 
man rides  clofe  up  along- fide  of  him,    and  ciiops  Itis  companion  juft  behind  on  the 

•  oft"- fide  •,  and  while  he  engages  the  elephant's  attention  upon  the  horfe,  the  footman 
behind  gives  him  a  drawn  ftioke  juft  above  the  heel,  or  what,  in  man,  is  called  the 
tendon  of  Achilles.  This  is  the  critical  moment  •,  the  horfeman  immediately  wheels 
round,  and  takes  his  companion  up  behind  him,  and  tides  off  full  fpeed  after  the  reft 
of  the  herd,  if  they  have  ftarted  more  thin  one;  and  fometimes  an  expert  agageer 
will  kill  three  or  four  out  of  one  herd.  If  the  fword  is  good,  and  the  man  not  afraid, 
the  tendon  is  commonly  entirely  feparated  ;  and,  if  it  is  not  cut  through,  it  is  gene- 
rally fo  far  divided,  that  the  animal,  with  the  ftrefs  he  puts  upon  it,  breaks  the  re- 
maining part  afunder.  In  either  cafe,  he  remains  incapable  of  advancing  a  ftep,  till  the 
horfeman,  returning,  or  his  companions  coming  up,  pierce  him  through  with  javelins 
and  lances.     He  then  falls  to  the  ground,  and  expires  with  the  lofs  of  blood. 

"  My  agageer,  however,  having  wounded  the  firft  elephant,  failed  in  the  purfuitof 
the  fecond,  and  being  clofe  upon  him  at  entering  the  wood,  he  received  a  violent  blow 
from  a  branch  of  a  tree,  which  the  elephant  had  bent  by  his  weight  •,  and,  after  paf- 
fing,  allowed  it  to  replace  itfelf,  when  it  knocked  down  both  the  riders,  and  very  much 
hurt  the  horfe.  This,  indeed,  is  the  great  danger  in  elephant- hunting  •,  for  fome  of 
the  trees  that  are  dry  and  mart,  break  by  the  violent  prefYure  of  fo  immenfe  a  body 
moving  fo  rapidly,  and  fall  upon  the  purfuers,  or  acrofs  the  roads.  But  the  greater!: 
number  of  thefe  trees  being  of  afucculent  quality,  they  bend  without  breaking,  and 
return  quickly  to  their  former  pofition,  when  they  ftrike  both  horfe  and  man  fo 
violently  that  they  often  beat  them  to  pieces,  and  fcatter  them  upon  the  plain.  Dex- 
trous, too,  as  the  riders  are,  the  elephant  fometimes  reaches  them  with  his  trunk, 
with  which  he  daihes  the  horfe  againft  the  ground,  and  then  fees  his  feet  upon  him, 
till  he  tears  him  limb  from  limb  with  his-probofcis.  A  great  many  hunters  die  this 
way. 

"  The  elephant  once  (lain,  they  cut  the  flefh  off  his  bones  into  thongs,  like  the  reins 
of  a  bridle,  and  hang  thefe,  like  feftoons  upon  the  branches  of  trees,  till  they  become 
perfectly  dry,  without  fait,  and  they  then  lay  them  by  for  thtir  provifion  in  the  f«i- 
ibn  of  the  rains. 

"  The  next  morning  we  were  on  horfeback,  by  the  dawn  of  day,  in  fearch  of  the 

.rhinoceros  •,  many  of  which  we  had  heard  make  a  very  deep  groan  and  cry,  as  the 
morning  approached.  Several  of  the  agageers  then  joined  us,  after  we  had  fearched 
about  an  hour  in  the  thickeft  part  of  the  wood,  one  of  them  rufhed  out,  with  great 
violence,  eroding  the  plain  towards  a  wood  of  canes  that  was  about  two  miles  dis- 
tance. But  though  he  ran,  or  rather  trotted,  with  furprifing  fpeed,  confidering  his 
bulk,  he  was,  a  very  little  time,  transfixed  with  thirty  or  forty  javelins,  which  fo 
confounded  him,  that  he  left  his  purpofe  of  going  to  the  wood,  and  ran  into  a  deep 
ditch  without  outlet,  breaking  about  a  dozen  of  the  javelins  as  he  entered.  Here  we 
thought  he  was  caught  in  a  trap,  for  he  had  fcarce  room  to  turn  when  a  fervant,  who 
had  a  gun,  (landing  directly  over  him,  fired  at  his  head,  and  the  animal  fell  immedi- 
ately, to  all  appearance,  dead.  All  thofe  on  foot  now  jumped  in  with  their  knives 
to  cut  him  up,  and  they  had  fcarce  begun,  when  the  animal  recovered  fo  far  as  to 
rife  upon  his  knees  •,  happy  then  was  the  man  that  efcaped  firft  ;  and,  had  not  one  of  the 
agageers,  who  was  himfelf  in  the  ditch,  cut  the  finew  of  the  hind-leg,  as  he  was  re- 
treating, there  would  have  been  a  very  ibrrowful  account  of  the  foot  hunters  that  day. 
•  "  After  having  difpatched  him,  I  was  curious  to  fee  what  wound  the  fhot  had 
given,  which  had  operated  fo  violently  upon  fo  huge  an  animal  5  and  I  doubted  not  it 
was  in  the  brain.  But  it  had  ftruck  him  no  where  but  upon  the  point  of  the  foremoft 
horn,  of  which  it  had  carried  off  above  an  inch  j  and  this  occafioned  a  concuffion 
which  had  ftunned  him  for  a  minute,  till  the  bleeding  had  recovered  him." 
Yol.II,  2Z 
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Birds.]  The  number  of  birds,  in  Abyflinia,  exceeds  that  of  other  animals  beyond 
proportion.  The  high  and  low  countries  are  equally  ftored  with  them.  The  firft  kind 
are  the  carnivorous  birds.  Many  fpecies  of  the  eagle,  hawk,  and  vulture  kind,  over- 
ftock  all  parts  of  the  country.  That  fpecies  of  g!ede,  called  Haddaya,  fo  frequent  in 
Egypt,  comes  very  punctually  into  Ethiopia,  at  the  return  of  the  funT  after  the  tro- 
pical rains.  The  quantity  of  (hell  fifh,  which  then  cover  the  edges  of  the  defert,  and 
leave  the  falt-fprings,  where  they  have  been  nourished,  furprifed  by  the  heat,  and  de- 
ferted  by  the  moifture,  are  the  firft  food  thefe  birds  find  in  their  way.  They  then  are 
fuppljed  by  the  carcafes  of  thofe  large  beafts,  the  elephant,  rhinoceros,  and  giraffa,  the 
whole  tribe  of  the  deer  kind,  and  the  wild  afles  that  are  (lain  by  the  hunters,  part  of 
which  only  are  ufed  for  food. 

The  vaft  quantity  of  field  rats  and  mice  that  appear  after  harveft,  and  fwarm  in  the 
cracks,  orfiflures  inthe  ground,  are  their  next  fupply.  But  above  all,  the  great  (laugh- 
ter made  of  cattle  upon  the  march  of  armies,  the  beafts  of  burden  which  die  under 
carriage  and  ill  treatment,  the  number  of  men  that  perifh  by  difeafeand  by  the  fword, 
whofe  carcafes  are  never  buried  by  this  barbarous  and  unclean  people,  compofe  fuch  a 
quantity  and  variety  of  carrion,  that  it  brings  together,  at  one  time,  an  immenfe  mul- 
titude of  birds  of  prey.  Thefe  follow  the  camp,  and  abide  by  it ;  indeed,  they  feem 
another  camp  round  it  ;  for,  befides  thofe  that  venture  among  the  tents,  the  fields  on 
every  fide,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  are  covered  wirh  them,  and  the  branches  of  the 
trees  ready  to  break  under  the  prefTure  of  their  weight. 

TheNifler  or  golden  eagle,  is  one  of  the  largeft  birds  that  flies.  From  wing  to 
wing,  he  is  eight  feti  four  inches.  The  black  eagle,  rachamah,  eikoom,  mcroc,  (he- 
regrig,  and  waalia,  are  particularly  defcribed  by  the  hiftorian  of  Abyflinia,  to  whofe 
work  we  refer  the  reader  who  is  defirous  of  information  concerning  them. 

There  is  no  great  plenty  of  water-fowl  in  Abyflinia,  efpeciaily  of  the  web  footed 
kind.  Vaft  variety  of  ftorks  cover  the  plains  in  May,  when  the  rains  are  conflant.  All 
the  deep  and  grafly  bogs  have  fnipes  in  them  ;  and  fwallo-ws  there  are  of  many  kinds 
unknown  in  Europe  ;  thofe  that  are  common  in  Europe,  appear  in  paflage,  at  the 
very  feafon  when  they  take  their  flight  from  thence.  There  are  few  owls  in  Abyf- 
finia  ;  but  thefe  are  of  an  immenfe  fize  and  beauty.  There  are  no  geefe,  wild  or  tame, 
except  the  golden  goofe,  common  in  all  the  fouth  of  Africa. 

Insects]  From  the  clafs  of  infects,  we  ftiall  felect  the  mod  remarkable,  viz.  the 
tfaltfilya  or  fly,  which  is  in  fize  very  little  larger  than  a  bee,  of  a  thicker  proportion  ; 
and  his  wings  placed  feparate  like  thofe  of  a  fly  ;  theyare  of  pure  gauze,  without 
colour  or  fpot  upon  them  ;  the  head  is  large,  the  upper  jaw  or  lipisfharp,  and  has, 
at  the  end  of  it,  a  ftrong  pointed  hair,  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long  ;  the  lower 
jaw  has  two  of  thefe  pointed  hairs  •,  and  this  pencil  of  hairs,  when  joined  together, 
makes  a  refiftance  to  the  finger  nearly  equal  to  that  of  a  ftrong  hog's  briftle.  Its  legs 
are  ferrated  in  the  infide,  and  the  whole  covered  with  brown  hair  or  down.  As  foon 
as  this  plague  appears,  and  their  buzzing  is  heard,  all  the  cattle  forfake  their  food, 
and  run  wildly  about  the  plain,  till  they  die,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  fright,  and  hun- 
ger. No  remedy  remains  but  to  leave  the  black  earth,  and  haften  down  to  the  fands 
of  Atbara  ;  and  there  they  remain  while  the  rains  laft  ;  this  cruel  enemy  never  daring 
to  purfue  them  farther. 

Though  the  fize  of  the  camel  is  immenfe,  his  ftrength  vaft,  and  his  body,  covered 
with  a  thick  fkin  defended  with  ftrong  hair,  yet  flill,  he  is  not  capable  to  fuftain  the 
violent  punctures  the  fly  makes  with  his  pointed  probofcis.  He  muft  lofeno  time  in 
removing  to  the  fands  of  Atbara  ;  for,  when  once  attacked  by  this  fly,  his  body,  head, 
and  leags  break  out  into  large  boffes,  which  fwell,  break,  and  putrify  to  the  certain 
deftruction  of  the  creature. 

Even  the  elephant  and  rhinoceros,  who,  by  reafon  of  their  enormous  bulk,  and  the 
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vail  quantity  of  food  and  water  they  daily  need,  cannot  fhift  to  defert  and  dry  places, 
as  the  feafon  may  require,  are  obliged  to  roll  themfclves  in  mud  and  mire,  which, 
when  dry,  coats  them  over  like  armour,  and  enables  them  to  ftand  their  ground 
againft  this  winged  aflaflin  :  and  yet,  upon  almoft  every  elephant  and  rhinoce- 
ros may  be  feen  thefe  turbercles,  which  may,  moft  probably,  be  attributed  to  this 
enemy. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  the  fea-coaft  ofMclinda,  down  to  Cape  Gardefan,  to  Saba, 
and  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea,  are  obliged  to  put  themfelves  in  motion,  and  re- 
move to  the  next  land  in  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  feafon,  to  prevent  all  thdr  ftock 
of  cattle  from  being  deftroyed.  This  is  not  a  partial  emigration:  the  inhabitant?  of 
all  the  countries  from  the  mountains  of  Abyflinia  northward,  to  the  confluence  of 
the  Nile  and  Aftaboras,  are,  once  a-year,  obliged  to  change  their  abode,  and  feek 
protection  in  the  fands  of  Beja  ;  nor  b  there  any  alternative,  or  means  of  avoiJi;:g 
this,  though  a  hoftile  band  was  in  their  way,  capable  of  fpoiling  them  of  half  their 
fubftance. 

Of  all  thofe  that  have  written  upon  thefe  countries,  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  alone,  his 
given  an  account  of  this  animal,  and  the  manner  of  its  operation.  Ifa.  vii.  j  8,  19. 
"  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  fliall  bifs  for  the  fly  that  is  in 
"  the  uttermoR  parts  of  the  rivers  of  Egypt-," — "  And  they  mall  come,  and  fhall 
"  reft,  all  of  them,  in  the  defobte  vallies*,  and  in  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  upon 
"  all  thorns,  and  upon  all  bu flies." 

Vegetable  productions.]  The  Papyrus,  which  is  a  plant  well  known  in  Egypt, 
appears  to  have  been  early  brought  thither  from  Ethiopia.  It  isalfo  found  in  Abyf- 
finia.  It  never  grows  in  the  bed  of  a  river,  but  in  fome  fmall  ftream  that  iflues  cut  of 
it,  or  in  fome  large  ftagnant  lake  or  water- courfe.  It  does  not  even  truft  itfelf  to  the 
weight  of  the  wave  of  the  deepeft  part  of  the  lake  when  agitated  by  the  wind  ;  but 
grows  generally  about  the  borders  of  it,  as  far  as  the  depth  of  the  water  is  within  a 
yard.  BakJJan,  balm,  or  balfam,  is  alfo  a  native  of  Abyssinia.  A  great  value  was  fet 
upon  this  drug,  in  the  eaft,  in  very  early  ages.  We  know  from  fcripture,  the  old- 
eft  hiftory  extant,  as  well  as  the  moft  infallible,  that  the  Ifhmaelites  or  Arabian  car- 
'  riers  and  merchants,  trafficking  with  the  India  commodities  into  Egypt,  brought 
with  them  balm  as  part  of  the  cargo.  Jofephus-f,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  antiquities  of  his 
country,  fays,  that  a  tree  of  this  balm  was  brought  to  Jerufalem  by  the  queen  of  She- 
ba  (the  queen  of  Abyssinia)  and  given,  among  other  prefents,  to  Solomon,  who,  as  we 
know  from  fcripture,  was  very  ftudious  of  all  forts  of  plants,  and  fkilful  in  the  defcrip- 
tion  and  diftindion  of  them.  Notwithftanding  this  pofitive  authority  of  Jofephus,  we 
are  not  to  put  it  in  competition  with  that  of  fcripture,  from  which  we  know  the  place 
where  it  grew,  and  was  fold  to  merchants,  which  was  Gilead  in  Judasa,  more  than  one 
thcufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  years  before  Chrift,  or  one  thoufand  before  the 
queen  of  Sheba  ;  fo  that,  reading  the  verfe,  nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  that  it  had 
been  tranfplanted  into  Judaea,  flouriflied,  and  had  become  an  article  of  commerce  in 
Gilead,  long  before  the  period  Jofephus  mentions  :  "  and  they  fat  down  to  eat  bread, 
and  they  lifted  up  their  eyes  and  looked,  and  behold  a  company  of  Ifhmaelites  came 
from  Gilead,  with  their  camels,  bearing  fpicery,  and  balm,  and  myrrh,  going  to  carry 
it  down  into  Egypt  J"  At  this  time  it  probably  acquired  its  name  of  Balm  of  Gilead. 
The  enfete  is  an  herbaceous  plant,  which  grows  and  comes  to  great  perfection  at  Gon- 
dar,  but  it  moft  abounds  in  that  part  of  Maitfha  and  Goutto  weft  of  the  Nile,  where 

*  That  is,  they  shall  cut  off  from  the  cattle  their  usual  retreat  to  the  desert,  by  taken  possession  of  those  places,  and 
rreeting  them  there,  where  ordinarily  they  never  come,  and  which  therefore  are  the  refuge  of  the  cattle, 
t  Joseph.  Ant'iq.  lib.  v.  %  Gen.  xxxvii,  25. 
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there  are  large  plantations  of  it,  and  there,  almoft  exclufive  of  every  thing  elfe,  it  is 
the  food  of  the  Galla  inhabiting  that  province.  When  foft,  like  a  turnip  well  boil- 
ed, if  eaten  with  milk  or  butter,  it  is  the  beft  of  all  food,  wholefome,  nouriflnng  and 
eafily  digefted.  The  teffis  a  grain  commonly  fown  all  over  Abyffinia,  where  it  fesms 
to  thrive  equally  on  all  forts  of  ground  ;  from  it  is  made  the  bread  which  is  common- 
]y  ufed  throughout  Abyffinia.  The  Abyffinians,  indeed,  have  plenty  of  wheat,  and 
fome  of  it  of  an  excellent  quality.  They  likewife  make  a  fine  wheat-bread  as  any  in 
the  world,  both  for  colour  and  tafte  ;  but  the  ufe  of  it  is  chiefly  confined  to  people  of 
the  fii  ft  rank.  The  tefF  is  ufed  by  all  forts  of  people,  from  the  king  downwards,  and 
there  are  kinds  of  it  which  are  efteemed  as  much  as  wheat.  The  beft  of  thefe  is  as 
white  as  flour,  exceedingly  light  and  eafily  digefted.  There  are  others  of  a  browner 
colour,  and  fome  nearly  black.  This  laft  is  the  food  of  foldiers  and  fervnnts.  The 
caufe  of  this  variation,  arifes  from  the  foil  on  which  it  grows,  and  from  the  degree  of 
finenefs  with  which  it  is  fifted.  The  acacia  tree  is  very  common  in  Abyffinia,  as  are 
feveral  other  curious  productions  of  the  vegetable  world. 

Takes.]  The  lake  of  Tzana  is  by  much  the  largeft  expanfe  of  water  known  in 
this  country.  Its  extent,  ho-vever,  has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  Its  greateft  breadth 
is  thirty-five  miles,  and  its  extent  in  length  is  forty-nine.  The  Nile,  by  a  current  al- 
ways vifible,  crofTes  the  end  of  it.  In  the  dry  months,  from  October  to  March,  the 
lake  fhrinks  greatly  in  fize  •,  but  after  thofe  rivers  are  full,  which  are  on  every  fide  of 
it,  and  fall  into  it,  like  radii  drawn  to  a  centre,  then  it  fwells,  and  extends  itfelf  into 
the  plain  country,  and  has  of  courfe  a  much  larger  furface. 

Cataracts  of  the  Nile.]  Omitting  thofe  of  inferior  note,  we  (hall  here  give 
the  reader  fome  account  of  the  great  cataract  of  Alata.  The  firft  thing  Mr.  Bruce 
was  fhown,  was  the  bridge,  which  confifts  of  an  arch  of  about  twenty- five  feet  broad, 
the  extremities  of  which  were  ftrongly  let  into,  and  refted  on  the  fohd  rock,  on  both 
fides  •,  but  fragments  of  the  parapets  remained,  and  the  bridge  itfelf  feemed  to  bear 
the  appearance  of  frequent  repairs,  and  many  attempts  to  ruin  it;  otherwife  in  its 
conftruction,  it  was  exceedingly  commodious.  The  Nile  here  is  confined  between  two 
rocks,  and  runs  in  a  deep  trough,  with  great  roaring  and  impetuous  velocity. 

The  cataract  itfelf  is  a  moft  magnificent  fight.  Its  height  is  about  forty  feet.  The 
river,  when  Mr.  Bruce  faw  it,  had  been  confiderably  increafed  by  rains,  and  fell  in  one 
fheet  of  water,  without  any  interval,  above  half  an  Englifh  mile  in  breadth,  with  a 
farce  and  noife  that  was  truly  terrible',  and  which  made  him,  for  a  time,  perfectly  diz- 
zy. A  thick  fume,  or  haze,  covered  the  fall  all  round,  and  hung  over  the  courfe  of 
the  ftream,  both  above  and  below,  marking  its  tract,  though  the  water  was  not  {een. 
The  river,  though  fwelled  with  rain,  preferved  its  natural  clearnefs,  and  fell,  as  far  as 
he  could  difcern,  into  a  deep  pool  or  bafon,  in  the  folid  rock. 

Source  of  the  Nile.]  The  agows  of  Damot  pay  divine  honours  to  the  Nile.  They 
worfhip  the  river,  and  thoufands  of  cattle  have  been  and  (till  are  offered  to  the  fpi- 
rit  fuppofed  to  refide  at  its  fource.  The  village  of  Geefh,  though  not  farther  diftant 
than  fix  hundred  yards,  is  not  in  fight  of  the  fources  of  the  Nile.  In  the  middle  of  a 
marfh,  near  the  bottom  of  the  mountain  of  Geefh,  arifes  a  hillock,  of  a  circular  form, 
three  feet  from  the  furface  of  the  marfh  itfelf,  tho'  apparently  founded  much  deeper  in 
it.  The  diameter  of  this  is  fomewhat  fhort  of  twelve  feet.  It  is  furrounded  by  a 
fhallow  trench,  which  collects  the  water,  and  difcharges  it  eaft.A'ard.  It  is  firmly  built 
withfodor  earthen  turf,  brought  from  the  fides,  and  conftantly  kept  in  repair-,  and 
this  is  the  altar,  upon  which  all  their  religious  ceremonies  are  performed.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  this  altar  is  a  hole,  obvioufly  made,  or  at  leaft  enlarged,  by  the  hand  of  man. 
It  is  kept  clear  of  grafs,  or  other  aquatic  plants,  and  the  water  in  it  is  perfectly  pure 
and  limpid,  but  has  no  ebullition  or  motion,  of  any  kind,  difcernible  upon  its  furface. 
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This  mouth,  or  opening  of  the  fource,  is  nearly  three  feet  in  diameter,  and  the  water  is 
about  two  inches  from  the  lip  or  brim.      The  fpring  is  about  fix  feet  fix  inches  deep. 

Tsn  feet  diftant  from  the  firft  of  thefe  fprings,  a  little  on  the  weft  of  fouth,  is  the 
feeond  fountain,  about  eleven  inches  in  diameter  ;  but  this  is  eight  feet  three  inches 
deep.  And  about  twenty  feet  diftant  from  the  firft,  is  the  third  fource  ;  its  mouth  is 
more  than  two  feet  large,  and  it  is  five  feet  eight  inches  deep. 

Cause  of  the  inundations  7      It  is    an   observation  that  holds  good  through  all 
of  the  Nile.  5    tne   works   of   Providence,  that  although  God,  in 

the  beginning,  gave  an  inftance  of  his  Almighty  power,  bv  creating  the  world  with 
one  fin  He/.//,  yet,  in  the  laws  he  has  laid  down  for  maintaining  order  and  regularity 
in  the  details  of  his  creation,  he  has  invariably  produced  all  thofe  effects  by  the  lead  de- 
gree of  power  pofiible,  and  by  thofe  means  that  feem  tnoft  obvious  to  human  concep- 
tion. Bur  it  fi.e.iied,  however,  not  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  wavs  and  wifdoin,  to 
create  a  country,  like  Egypt,  without  fprings,  or  even  dews,  and  fubject  it  to  a  nearly 
vertical  fun,  tint  he  might  fave  it,  by  fuch  extraordinary  an  invention,  as  was  the  an- 
nul! inundation,  and  make  it  the  moft  fertile  fpot  of  theuniverfe. 

Whatever  were  the  conjectures  of  the  dreamers  of  antiquity,  modern  travellers  and 
philofophers,  defcribing,  without  prejudice  or  fyftem,  what  their  eyesfaw,  have  found 
that  the  inundation  of  Egypt  has  been  effected  by  natural  means,  perfectly  confonant 
wi;h  the  ordinary  rules  of  Providence,  and  the  laws  given  for  the  government  of  the 
reft  of  the  univerfe.  They  have  found,  that  the  plentiful  fall  of  the  tropical  rains, 
produced  every  year  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  action  of  a  violent  fun,  lus  been  uniform- 
ly, without  miracle,  the  caufe  of  Egypt  being  regularly  overflowed. 

The  fun,  being  nearly  ftationary  for  fome  days  in  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  the  air 
there  becomes  fo  much  rarified,  that  the  heavier  winds,  charged  with  watry  particles, 
rufh  in  upon  it,  from  the  Atlantic  on  the  weft,  and  from  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the 
eaft.  The  fouth  wind,  moreover,  loaded  with  heavy  vapour,  condenfed  in  that  high 
ridge  of  mountains  not  far  fouth  of  the  line,  which  forms  a  fpine  to  the  peninfula 
of  Africa,  and,  running  northward,  furnifhes,  with  the  other  two,  wherewithal  to  re- 
ftore  the  equilibrium. 

The  fun,  having  gathered  fuch  a  quantity  of  vapours,  as  it  were,  to  a  focus,  now 
puts  them  in  motion  •,  and,  drawing  them  after  him  iri  his  rapid  ptogrefs  northward,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  for  two  years  together,  feemed  to  have  extended  his  power  to  the 
atmofphere  of  Gondar,  when,  for  the  firft  time,  there  appeared  in  the  fky,  white,  dap- 
pled, thin  clouds,  the  fun  being  then  diftant  3 40  from  the  zenith,  without  any  one 
cloudy  or  dark  fpeck  having  been  (an  for  feveral  months  before.  Advancing  to  the 
line  with  increafed  velocity,  and  defcribing  large  fpirals,  the  fun  brings  on  a  few  drops 
of  rain  at  Gondar,  the  fi  rft  of  March,  being  then  diftant  50  from  the  zenith  ;  thefe 
are  greedily  abforbed  by  the  thirfty  foil,  and  this  feems  to  be  the  fartheft  extent  of  the 
fun's  influence,  capable  of  caufing  rain,  which  then  only  falls  in  large  drops,  but  lafts 
but  a  few  minutes.  The  rainy  feafon,  however,  begins  moft  ferioufly  upon  his 
arrival  in  the  zenith  of  every  place,  and  thefe  rains  continue  conftant  and  increafing 
after  he  has  pafTed  it,  in  his  progrefs  northward.  Before  this,  green  boughs  and 
leaves  appear  floating  in  the  Bahar  el  Abiad,  and  fhow,  that  in  the  latitude  where  itri- 
fes,  the  rains  are  already  abundant.  The  Galla,  who  inhabit,  or  have  paffed  the  river, 
give  an  account  of  its  fituation,  which  lies  about  50  from  the  line. 

In  April,  all  the  rivers  in  Amhara,  Begemder,  and  Lafta,  firft  difcoloured,  and  then 
beginning  to  fwell,  join  the  Nile  in  the  feveral  parts  of  its  courfe  neareft  them  ;  the 
river  then,  from  the  height  of  its  angle  or  inclination,  forces  itfelf  through  theftag- 
nant  lake,  without  mixing  with  it.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  hundreds  of  ftrtams 
pour  themfelves,  from  Gojam,  Maitfha,  and  Dembea,  into  the  lake  Tzana,  which  had 
become  low  by  the  intenfe  evaporation,  but  now  begins  to  fill  infenfibly,  and  con- 
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tributes  a  large  quantity  of  water  to  the  Nile,  before  it  falls  down  the  cataract  of 
Alata.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  fun,  having  now  pafledall  Abyflinia,  the  rivers 
are  all  full,  and  then  is  the  time  of  the  greateft  rains  in  Abyflinia,  w,hile  it  is,  for 
feme  davs,  as  it  were,  ftationary  in  the  tropic  of  Cancer. 

Immediately  after  the  fun  haspafled  the  line,  he  begins  the  rainy  feafon  to  the 
fouthward,  ftill  as  he  approaches  the  zenith  of  each  place  •,  but  the  fituation  and  ne- 
ceflities  of  this  country  being  varied,  the  manner  of  promoting  the  inundation  is 
changed.  A  high  chain  of  mountains  run  about  6°  fouth,  along  the  middle  of  the 
continent  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  interfefts  the  fouthern  part  of  the  pe- 
ninfula,  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  river  Nile  does  the  northern.  A  ftrong  wind 
from  the  fouth,  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  condenfed  vapours,  daflies  them  againft 
the  cold  fummits  of  this  ridge  of  mountains,  and  forms  many  rivers  which  efcape  in' 
the  direction  either  esft  or  weft,  as  the  level  prefents  itfelf.  If  this  is  towards  the 
weft,  they  fall  down  the  fides  of  the  mountains  in  the  Atlantic,  and  if  on  the  eaft, 
into  the  Indian  Ocean. 

Cities  and  towns.]  Gondar,  the  metropolis  of  Abyflinia,  is  fituated  upon  a  hill 
of  conflderable  height.  The  top  of  it  on  which  the  town  is  placed,  is  nearly  plain.  It 
confifts  of  about  ten  thoufand  families  in  time  of  peace  ,  the  houfes  are  chiefly  of  clay, 
the  roof  thatched  in  the  form  of  cones,  which  is  always  the  conftruction  within  the 
tropical  rains.  On  the  weft  end  of  the  town  is  the  king's  houfe,  formerly  a  ftructure 
of  conflderable  confequence.  It  was  a  fquare  building,  flanked  with  fquare  towers.  It 
was  formerly  four  ftories  high,  and,  from  the  fummit,  had  a  magnificent  view  of  all 
the  country  fouthward  to  the  lake  Tzana.  Great  part  of  this  houfe  is  now  in  ruins, 
having  been  burnt  at  different  times  •,  but  there  is  ftill  ample  lodging  in  the  two  low- 
eft  floors  of  it,  the  audience  chamber  being  above  one  hundredand  twenty  feet  long. 
The  palace  and  all  its  contiguous  buildings,  are  furrounded  by  two  fubftantial  ftone 
walls  thirty  feet  high,  with  battlements  upon  the  outer  wall,  and  a  parapet  roof  be- 
tween the  outer  and  inner,  by  which  you  can  go  along  the  whole,  and  look  into  the 
ftreet.  There  do  not  appear  to  have  been  any  embrafures  for  cannon  and  the  four 
fides  of  the  wall  are  above  an  Engliih  mile  and  a  half  in  length. 

Dixan,  the  firft  town  in  Abyflinia,  on  the  fide  of  Taranta,  is  built  on  the  tcp  of  a 
hill,  perfectly  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf;  a  deep  valley  furrounds  it  every  where  like 
a  trench,  and  the  road  winds  fpirally  up  the  hill,  till  it  ends  among  the  houfes.  It  is 
true  of  Dixan,  as  of  moft  frontier  towns,  that  the  bad  people  of  both  contiguous  coun- 
tries refort  thither.  The  town  confifts  of  Moors  and  chriftians,  and  is  very  well  peo- 
pled 5  yet  the  only  trade  of  either  of  thefe  fects  is  a  very  extraordinary  one,  that  of 
felling  children.  The  chriftians  bring  fuch  as  they  have  ftolen  in  Abyflinia,  to  Dixan,  as 
to  a  fure  depofit  •,  and  the  Moors  receive  them  there,  and  carry  them  to  a  cert.iin  mar- 
ket at  Mafuah,  whence  they  arefent  over  to  Arabia,  or  India.  The  priefts  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Tigre,  efpecially  thofe  near  the  rock  Damo,  are  openly  concerned  in  this  in- 
famous practice. 

Axum  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  once  the  capital  of  Abyflinia,  and  its  ruins  are 
now  very  extenfive  ;  but,  tike  thofe  of  other  ancient  cities,  confift  altogether  of  public 
buildings.  In  one  fquare,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  centre  of  the  town,  there  are 
forty  obelifks,  none  of  which  have  any  hieroglyphics  upon  them.  They  are  all  of  one 
piece  of  granite,  and,  on  the  top  of  that  which  is  ftanding,  there  is  a  patera,  exceeding- 
ly well  carved  in  the  Greek  tafte.  Axum  is  watered  by  a  fmall  ftream,  which  flows 
all  the  year  from  a  fountain  in  the  narrow  valley,  where  ftand  the  rows  of  obelifks. 
The  fpring  is  received  into  a  magnificent  bafon  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  fquare, 
and  thence  it  is  carried  at  pleafure,  to  water  the  neighbouring  gardens,  where  there  is 
little  fruit,  excepting  pomegranates. 

Masuah.  The  houfes  of  this  town,  which  is  fituated  upon  an  ifland  bearing  the 
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fame  name,  on  the  Abyffinian  fhore  of  the  Red  Sea,  are,  in  general,  built  of  poles 
and  bentgrafs,  as  in  the  towns  of  Arabia  •,  but  befides  thefe,  there  are  about  twenty 
of  itone,  fix  or  eight  of  which  are  two  ftories  each. 

Trade  and  commerce.]  A  confidenble  trade  is  carried  on  the  Mafuah,  narrow 
and  confined  as  the  ifland  is,  and  violent  and  unjuft  as  is  the  government.  But  it  is 
all  done  in  aflovenly  manner,  and  for  articles  where  a  fmall  capital  is  inverted.  Pro- 
perty here  is  too  precarious  to  rifle  a  venture  in  valuable  commodities,  where  the 
hand  of  power  enters  into  every  tranfaction. 

Gondar  and  all  the  neighbouring  country,  depends  for  cattle,  honey,  butter, 
wht-at,  hides,  wax,  and  a  number  of  fuch  articles,  upon  the  Agows,  who  inhabit 
the  province  in  which  the  fources  of  the  Nile  are  found,  and  which  is  no  where 
fixty  miles  in  length,  nor  half  that  in  breadth.  Thefe  Agows  come  conftantly,  in 
fucceffion,  a  thoufand  or  fifteen  hundred  at  a  time,  loaded  with  thefe  commodities  to 
the  capital. 

Customs  ]  The  kings  of  Abyffinia  are  above  all  laws.  They  are  fupreme  in  all  cau- 
fes,  ecclehaflical  and  civil.  The  land  and  perfons  of  their  fubjects  are  equally  their  pro- 
perty, and  every  inhabitant  of  their  kingdom  is  their  flave.  If  he  bears  a  higher  rank, 
it  is  by  the  king's  gift;  for  his  neareft  relations  are  accounted  nothing  better.  The 
kings  marry  what  number  of  wives  they  choofe.  However,  thefe  are  not  all  queens  ; 
but  among  them  there  is  one  who  is  confidered  particularly  as  queen,  and  upon  her 
head  is  placed  the  crown,  and  fhe  is  called  Iteghe. 

The  king  of  Abyffinia  is  never  feen  to  walk,  nor  to  fet  his  foot  on  the  ground,  out 
of  his  palace  ;  and  when  he  would  difmount  from  the  horfe  or  mule  on  which  he 
rides,  he  has  a  fervant  with  a  ftool,  who  places  it  properly  for  him  for  that  purpofe. 
He  rides,  into  the  antichamber,  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  or  to  the  ftool  placed  in 
the  alcove  of  his  tent.  He  very  often  judges  capital  crimes  himfelf.  No  man  is  con- 
demned by  the  king  in  perfon  to  die  for  the  firft  fault,  unlefs  the  crimes  be  of  a  hor- 
rid nature,  fuch  as  parricide,  or  facrilege.  And,  in  general,  the  life  and  merits  of  the 
prifoner  are  weighed  agamft'his  immediate  fault  •,  fo  that,  if  his  firft  behavior  has 
had  more  merit  towards  the  ftate,  than  his  prefent delinquency  is  thought  to  have 
injured  it,  the  one  is  placed  fairly  against  the  other,  and  the  accufed  is  generally  ab- 
folved,  when  the  fovereign  judges  alone. 

The  capita!  punifhments  in  AbyfTir.ia  are  the  crofs,  flaying  alive,  and  lapidation,  or 
ftoning  to  death.  To  thefe  we  may  add  the  plucking  out  of  the  eyes,  a  cruelty  too 
often  committed.  This  is  generally  inflicted  upon  rebels.  The  dead  bodies  of  crimi- 
nals, flain  for  treafon,  murder,  and  violence,  arefeldom  buried  in  Abyilinia.  The  ftreets 
of  Gondar  are  ftrewed  with  pieces  of  their  carcafes,  which  bring  the  wild  beafts  in 
multitudes  into  the  city  as  foon  as  it  becomes  dark,  fo  that  it  is  fcarcely  fafe  for  any 
one  to  walk  in  the  night.  The  dogs  bring  pieces  of  human  bodies  into  the  houfes, 
and  courtyards,  to  eat  them  in  greater  fecuritv. 

Method  of  computing  time.]  The  Abyffinians,  like  the  ancient  Egyptians,  their 
firft  colony,  in  computing  their  time,  have  continued  the  ufe  of  the  folar  year.  Dio- 
dorus  Siculus  fays,  IV  they  do  not  reckon  their  time  by  the  moon,  but  according  to 
the  fun  •,  thirty  days  conftitute  their  month,  to  which  they  add  five  days,  and  the 
fourth  part  of  a  day  ;  and  this  completes  their  year." 

It  is  uncertain  whence  they  derive  the  names  of  their  months  :  they  have  no  figni- 
fication  in  any  of  their  languages  of  Abyffinia.  The  name  of  die  firft  month,  among 
the  old  Egyptians,  has  continued  to  this  day.  It  is  Tot,  probably  fo  called  from  the 
firft  diyifion  of  time  among  the  Egyptians,  from  obfervation  of  the  heliacal  rifing  of 
the  dog-ftar.  The  names  of  the  months  retained  in  Abyffinia,  are  poffibly,  in  antiqui- 
ty, prior  to  this.  They  are  probably  thole  given  them  by  the  Cufhites  before  the 
kalendars  at  Thebes  and  Meroe,  their  colonies,  were  formed. 
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TheAbyfllniaas  have  another  way  of  deftribing  time,  peculiar  to  themfelves  :  they 
read  the  whole  of  the  four  evangelifts  every  year  in  their  churches.  They  begin  with 
Matthew,  then  proceed  to  Mai  k,  Luke,  and  John,  in  order  •,  and  when  they  fpeak  of 
an  event  they  write  and  fay  it  happened  in  the  days  of  Matthew  •,  that  is,  in  the  firft 
quarter  of  the  year,  while  the  gofpel  of  St.  Matthew  was  vet  reading  in  the  churches. 

They  compute  the  time  of  the  day  in  a  very  arbitrary,  irregular  manner.  The  twi- 
light is  very  fhort,  alraoft  imperceptible.  As  foon  as  the  fun  falls  below  the  horizon, 
night  comes  on,  and  ail  the  ftars  app;ar.  This  term,  then,  the  twilight,  they  chocie 
for  the  beginning  of  their  day,  and  call  it  nagge,  which  is  the  very  time  the  twilight  of 
the  morning  lafts.  The  fame  is  obferved  at  night,  and  mejet  is  meant  to  fignify  the, 
inftant  of  the  beginning  of  twilight,  between  the  fun's  falling  below  the  horizon,  and 
the  ftars'  appearing.  Mid- day  is,  by  them,  called  knUr,  a  very  old  word  which  fig- 
nines  culmination,  or  a  thing's  being  arrived  or  placed  at  the  middle  of  the  higheft  part 
of  an  arch.  Every  other  time,  in  converfation,  they  defcribe  by  pointing  at  the  place 
in  the  heavens  where  the  fun  was,  when  what  they  are  defcribing  happened. 

Religion. 1  Mr.  Bruce  informs  us,  from  the  annals  of  Abyssinia,  that  in  the  time 
of  Sulomon,  all  this  country  was  converted  to  J udaiim,  ar.d  the  government  of  the 
church  and  ftate  modelled  to  what  was  then  in  ufe  at  Jerufalem. 

Some  ecclefiaftical  writers,  rather  from  attachment  to  particular  fvftem?,  than  from 
any  conviction  that  the  opinion  they  efpoufe  is  truth,  would  perfuade  us  that  the 
conveifion  of  Abyssinia  to  chriftianity  happened  in  the  da\s  of  the  apoftles  ;  butit 
appears  that  this  was  effected  by  the  labours  cf  Frununtius  /the  apoft  e  of  the  Abyss:, 
nians)  in  the  year  of  (Thrift  333,  according  to  our  account  •,  or"  which  converfation,  the 
following  narrative  may  not  be  unacceptable. 

Meropious,  aphilofopher  of  Tyre,  a  Greek  by  nation  and  by  religion,  had  taken 
a  paflage  in  a  ftiip  on  the  Red  Sea  to  India,  and  had  with  him  two  young  men,  Fru- 
mentius,  and  CEdefius,  whom  he  intended  to  bring  up  to  trade,  after  having  given 
them  a  very  liberal  education.  Their  veflcl  was  caft  away  upon  the  coaft  of  Abyf- 
finia  ;  Meropius,  defending  himfelf,  was  fl.iin  by  the  narives,  and  the  two  bovs  car- 
ried to  Axum,  the  capita!  of  Abyftinia,  where  the  court  then  rtfided.  CEdefius 
was  fet  over  the  king's  houfehold  and  wardrobe  Fru  men  this  was  entrufted  with  the 
young  prince's  education,  to  which  he  dedicated  himfelf  entirely. 

After  having  inftructed  his  pupil  in  all  forts  of  learning,  he  ftrongly  imprefied 
him  with  a  love  and  veneration  for  the  chriftian  religion  ;  after  which  he  himfelf 
fet  out  for  Alexandria,  where  he  found  St.  Athanafius,  newly  elected  to  that  fee.  A. 
thanafi'is  ordained  Frumentius  bifhop  of  that  country,  who  inftantly  returned  and 
found  his  young  king,  his  pupil,  in  the  fame  good  difpofition  as  formerly.  He  embra- 
ced chriftianity  •,  the  greateft  part  of  Abyssinia  followed  his  example,  and  the  church 
of  Ethiopia  continued,  with  this  bifhop,  in  perfect  unity  and  frienclfhip  till  his  death. 

There  is  no  country  in  the  world,  where  there  are  fo  many  churches  as  in  Abyssi- 
nia. Though  the  country  is  very  mountainous,  and  confequently  the  view  much  ob- 
ftructed,  it  is  very  feldom  you  fee  lefs  than  five  or  fix  churches,  and,  if  you  are  on  a 
commanding  ground,  five  times  that  number.  Every  great  man  that  dies,  thinks 
that  he  has  atoned  for  all  his  wickednefs,  if  he  haves  a  fund  to  build  a  church, 
or  has  built  one  in  his  life-time.  The  king  builds  rrany.  When  a  victory  is 
gained,  a  church  is  erected  in  the  very  field.  Formerly  this  was  the  cafe  when  the  e- 
nemy  was  pagan  or  infidel  ;  now  the  fame  is  obferved  when  the  victories  are  over 
chriftians. 

The  fituation  of  a  church  is  always  chofen  near  running  water  for  the  conveni- 
enceoftheir  purifications,  and  ablutions,  in  which  they  obferve  ftrictly  the  Le- 
vitical  law.  The  churches  are  all  round,  with  thatched  roofs  •,  their  fummits  are  per- 
fect cones  i  the  outfide  is  furrounded  by  a  number  of  wooden  piilars,  placed  to  fup- 
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port  the  edifice,  about  eight  feet  of  the  roof  projecting  beyond  the  wall  of  the  church, 
which  forms  an  agreeable  walk,  or  colonade  around  it,  in  hot  weather,  or  in  rain.  The 
infideofthe  church  is  in  (everal  divifions,  according  as  is  prefcribed  by  the  law  of 
Mofis.  The  firft  is  a  circle  lomewhat  wider  than  the  inner  one  •,  here  the  congre- 
gation fit  and  pray.  Within  this  is  a  fquare,  and  that  fquare  is  divided  by  a  veil  or 
curtain,  in  which  is  another  very  fmall  divifion,  anfwering  to  the  holy  of  holies. 
This  is  fo  narrow  that  none  but  the  priefts  can  go  into  it.  You  are  bare-footed  when- 
ever you  enter  the  church,  and,  in  this  ftate,  you  may  go  through  every  part  of  it, 
if  you  have  an)  fuch  curiofity,  provided  you  are  pure. 

When  you  go  to  the  church,  you  put  off  your  fhoes  before  your  firft  entering  the 
outer  precinct.  At  entry  you  kifsthe  threftiold,  and  two  door-pofts,  go  in  and  fay  what 
prayer  you  pleafe  ;  that  finifhed,  you  come  out  again,  and  your  duty  is  over.  The 
churches  are  full  of  pictures,  painted  on  parchment,  and  nailed  upon  the  walls. 

Th;ir  firft  biftiop,  Frumentius,  being  ordained  about  the  year  333,  and  inftructed 
in  the  religion  of  the  Greeks,  of  the  church  of  Alexandria,  by  St.  Athanafius,  then 
fitting  in  the  chair  of  St.  Mark,  it  follows  that  the  religion  which  the  Abyffinians 
received  on  their  converfion  to  chriftianity,  was  that  of  the  Greek  church.  They  re- 
ceive the  holy  facrament  in  both  kinds,  in  unleavened  bread,  and  in  the  grape  bruif- 
ed  with  the  hufk  together,  as  it  grows,  fo  that  it  is  a  kind  of  marmalade,  and  is  giv- 
en in  a  flat  fpoon.      They  obferve  alfo  circumcifion. 

History.]  As  the  accounts  of  kings  and  princes  of  remote  ages  are  not  always 
entertaining,  and  as  the  hiftory  of  a  barbarous  and  uncivilifed  people  will,  we  prefume, 
afford  but  fmall  amufement  to  our  readers,  whatever  fatisfaction  they  may  have  receiv- 
ed from  furveying  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  people,  and  the  natural  hiftory 
of  the  country,  we  (hall  therefore  make  no  apology  tor  omitting  the  account  of  the 
annals  of  Abyffinia,  but  refer  thofe,  who  have  any  defire  of  information  upon  this 
fuhject,  to  the  fecond  volume  of  the  travels  of  our  adventurous  author,  where  he  will 
find  a  very  ample  detail  through  more  than  feven  hundred  pages  of  a  ponderous 
quarto. 
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IT  having  been  long  a  fubject  of  regret,  that  little  is  known  of  the  interior  diftricts 
of  Africa,  we  are  happy  to  find  that  a  number  of  learned  and  opulent  individu- 
als have  formed  themfelves  into  a  fociety  for  the  purpofe  of  exploring  them.  The 
afTociation  was  formed,  in  London,  en  the  ninth  of  June,  in  the  year  1  788;  and,  6n 
t'lefame  day,  a  committee  of  its  members,  viz.  lord  Rawdon,  the  bifhop  of  LandarT, 
fir  Jofeph  Banks,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  and  Mr.  Stuart,  were  inverted  with  the  direction  of  its 
funds,  the  management  of  its  correfpondence,  and  the  choice  of  the  perfons  to  whom 
the  geographical  mission  was  to  be  assigned.  Perfuaded  of  the  importance  of  the  ob- 
ject, they  loft  no  time  in  the  execution  of  the  plan.  Two  gentlemen  were  recommend- 
ed to  them,  who,  appearing  to  be  eminently  qualified  for  making  the  projected  re- 
searches, were  accordingly  chofen.  One  was  Mr.  Ledyard  ;  the  other,  Mr.  Lucas.  Mr. 
Ledyard's  hiftory,  which  pointed  him  out  to  the  fociety  as  a  proper  perfon  for  under- 
taking the  African  adventure,  is  too  curious  and  amufing  to  be  omitted  ;  and  as  it  is 
fo  clofely  connected  with  this  part  of  our  work,  it  is  prefumed  that  it  will  not  be 
thought  foreign  to  its  defign. 

Mr.  Ledyard,  an  American  by  birth,  feemed,  from  his  youth,  to  have  felt  an  in- 
vincible defire  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  unknown  regions  of  the  globe. 
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For  feveral  years  he  had  lived  with  the  Indians  of  America,  had  ftudied  their  man- 
ners, and  had  practifed  the  means  of  obtaining  the  protection,  and  of  recommending 
himfclf  to  the  favour  of  f.;vages.  In  the  humble  fituarion  of  a"  corporal  of  ma- 
rines, to  which  he  fubmitted,  rather  than  relinquifti  his  purfuit,  he  had  made,  with 
captain  Cook,  the  voyage  of  the  world  •,  and  feeling,  on  his  return,  an  anxious  defire 
of  penetrafing  from  the  northweftern  coaft  of  America,  which  Cook,  had  partly  ex- 
plored, to  the  eaftern  ccaft,  with  which  he  himfelf  w'ks  perfectly  familiar,  he  determin- 
ed to  traverfe  the  vaft  continent  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

His  raft  plan,  for  the  purpofe,  was  that  of  embarking  in  a  velTel,  which  was  then 
preparing  to  fail,  on  a  voyage  of  commercial  adventure,  to  Nootka  Sound,  on  the 
wefte.-n  coaft  of  America.  But  the  fcheme  being  fruftratcd,  by  the  rapacity  of  a  cuf- 
tom-houfe  officer,  who  had  feized  and  detained  the  veflel,  for  reafons,  which,  on  legal 
enquiry,  proved  to  be  frivolous,  he  determined  to  trave',  over  land,  to  Kamtfchatka, 
ficm  whence,  to  theweftern  coaft  of  America,  the  paftage  is  extremely  ftiort.  Pof- 
feffed  of  only  ten  guinea?,  he  crofted  the  Britifti  channel  to  Oftend,  and,  by  the  way  of 
Denmark  and  the  ^ound,  proceeded  to  the  capital  of  Sweden,  from  which,  as  it  was 
winter,  he  attempted  to  traverfo  the  gu'f  of  Bothn;a  on  the  ice,  in  order  to  reach 
Kamtfchatka  by  the  Pnortdt  way  -,  but  finding,  when  he  came  to  the  middle  of  the 
fea,  that  the  water  was  not  frozen,  he  returned  to  Stockholm,  and,  taking  his  courfe 
norrhward,  walked  into  the  arctic  circle ;  and,  pafting  round  the  head  of  the 
gulf,  defcended,  on  its  eaftern  fide,  at  Peter  [burgh.  There  he  obtained  psrmiffion 
to  accompany  a  detachment  of  ftores  which  the  em  pre  fa  had  ordered  to  be  fent  to 
Yakutz,  for  the  ufe  of  Mr.  Billings,  an  EngiHhman,  ar  that  time  in  her  fervice.  Thus 
accommodated,  he  travelled  eaftward  through  Siberia,  fix  thoufand  miles  to  Yakurz, 
where  he  was  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Billings.  From  Yakutz,  he  proceeded  to  Ocza- 
kow,  o'i  the  coaft  of  the  Kamtfchatka  fea,  from  whence  he  meant  to  have  pafTed  over 
to  that  peninfuh,  and  to  have  embarked,  on  the  eaftern  fide,  in  one  of  the  Ruffian 
vefieis  th.it  trade  to  the  weftern  fhores  of  America  ;  but,  finding  that  the  navigation 
was  completely  ob.lrucTd  by  the  ice,  he  returned  again  to  Yaku:z,  in  order  to  wait 
for  the  cor.clufion  of  the  winter. 

Such  was  his  fituation,  when,  in  confequence  offufpicions  not  hitherto  explained, 
he  was  feized,  in  the  empress's  name,  by  two  Ruffian  foldiers,  who  placed  him  in  a 
fledge,  and,  conveying  him,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  through  the  deferts  of  northern 
7'artary,  left  him,  at  laft,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Poliih  dominions.  As  they  parted, 
they  told  him,  that  if  he  returned  to  Ruffia,  he  would  certainly  be  hanged  ;  but  that, 
if  he  chofe  to  go  back  to  England,  they  wifhed  him  a  pleafant  journey.  In  the 
mijft  of  poverty,  covered  with  rags,  worn  out  with  continual  hardinip,  exhaufted  by 
dileafe,  without  friends,  without  credit,  unknown  and  full  of  mifery,  he  found  his 
way  to  Koningiberg.  From  thence  he  failed  for  England,  where,  as  we  have  men- 
tioned, he  was  immediately  engaged  by  the  fociety  for  making  difcoveries  in  Africa. 

Mr.  Lucas's  hiftory,  being  lefs  fingularthan  that  of  Mr.  Ledvard,  is  told  with  more 
brevity  :  Hut  enough  is  laid  to  fatisfy  every  reader  reflecting  his  qualifications.  He 
had  been  fent,  when  a  boy,  to  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  for  education  as  a  merchant,  and  hav- 
ing the  misfortune,  on  his  return,  to  be  captured  by  a  Sailee  rover,  was  brought  as 
a  flave  to  the  court  of  Morocco.  Three  years  of  captivity  preceded  his  reftoration 
to  freedom  and  his  confequent  departure  from  Gibraltar,  where,  at  the  requeft  of 
general  Cornwallis,  he  accepted  the  offices  of  vice  conful  and  charge  d'  affairs  in  the 
empire  of  Morocco,  and  had  the  fatisfaction  to  return,  as  the  delegate  of  his  fove- 
reign,  to  the  very  kingdom,  in  which,  for  a  long  period,  he  had  lived  as  a  Have.  At 
the  end  of  fixteen  years,  he  once  more  vifited  England,  and  was  foon  appointed 
Oriental  interpreter  to  the  Britifti  court,  in  which  fituation  he  was,  when  he  became 
■known  to  the  committee,   andexprefledhis  vviilingnefs  to  undertake,  in  the  fervice  of 
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the  a(7ociation,   whatever  journey  his  knowledge  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  lan- 
guage of  the  Arabs  might  enable  him  to  perform. 

Mr.  Ledyard  undertook,  at  his  own  deftre,  the  difficult  and  perilous  tafk  of  tra- 
versing from  eaft  to  weft  in  the  latitude  attributed  to  the  Niger,  the  wideft  par!  0'  the 
continent  of  Africa.  On  this  bold  adventure,  he  left  London,  June  30,  1788,  and 
arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  19th  of  Auguft. 

pence,  he  tranfmitted  fuch  accounts  to  his  employers,  as  manifeft  him  to  have 
been  a  traveller  who  obferved,  reflected,  and  compared  ;  and  fuch  was  the  informa- 
tion whi;h  he  c.illeiled  here  from  the  travelling  flave-  merchants,  and  from  other1;, 
refpecting  the  interior  diftricts  of  Africa,  that  he  was  impatient  to  explore  them.  He 
wrote  to  the  committee,  that  his  next  communication  would  be  from  Sennaar,  (fix 
hundred  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Cairo)  :  but  death  arretted  him  at  the  commencement 
of  his  refearches,  and  difappointed  the  hopes  which  were  entertained  of  his  projected 
journey. 

With  a  mixture  of  regret  and  difappointment,  we  turn  from  poor  Ledyard,  to 
notice  Mr.  Lucas's  communications,  which  occupy  the  greateft  part  of  the  volume 
publifhed  by  the  allocation.  He  embarked  for  Tripoli,  Oclober  18,  17*08,  with  in- 
iftructions  to  proceed  over  the  defert  of  Zahara  to  Fezzan,  to  collect,  and  to  trap,  fm  it, 
by  way  of  Tripoli,  whatever  intelligence  the  people  of  Fezzan,  or  the  traders  thither, 
might  be  able  to  afford,  refp-.-or.ing  the  interior  of  the  continent,  and  to  return  by  the 
wav  of  Gambia,  or  the  coaft  of  Guinea. 

Inftiuctions  to  undertake  great  enterprizes,  are  more  eafily  given  than  executed. 
So  Mr.  Lucas  found  ;  and  fo  the  reader,  to  his  difappointment,  will  find  likewife. 
Only  a  part  of  the  plan  was  this  geographic  miffionary  able  to  carry  into  execution. 
He  fet  out,  indeed,  mounted  on  a  handfome  mule,  prefented  to  him  by  the  bey,  the 
bafhaw's  el  deft  fon,  in  company  with  Shereefs,  for  the  kingdom  of  Fezzan,  refolved, 
we  fuppofe,  to  penetrate  from  Tripoli  even  unto  Gambia ;  but  his  peregrinations, 
which  began  Feb.  1,  1789,  terminated  at  Mefurata,  on  Feb.  7. 

"  Deprived  of  vifiting  Fezzan,  and  the  other  inland  diftricts  of  Africa,  Mr.  Lucas 
fo'icits  the  information  of  his  fellow-travellers,  and  trail fm its  to  the  fociety  the  refult 
of  his  conferences.  A  memoir  compiled  in  this  way,  from  the  reports  of  a  Shereef 
Jmhammed,  will  not  be  deemed  very  fatisfactory,  and  yet  it  certainly  merits  con- 
sideration, as  it  is,  in  part,  corroborated  by  other  tefiimonies. 

"  The  Shereef  might  not  mean  to  deceive  ;  and  yet  in  confequence  of  his  education, 
and  particular  prejudices,  on  account  of  the  language  which  he  ufed,  and  of  not  pro- 
perly diftinguifhing  between  vague  report  and  attefted  facts,  we  may  be  allowed  to 
queftion  whether  things  exactly  accord  with  the  relation  before  us.  The  aga  Mohammed 
told  Mr.  Ledyard,  "  That  he  would  fee  in  his  travels,  a  people  who  had  the  power 
of  tranfmuting  themfelves  into  the  form  of  different  animals,"  p.  28;  and 
hence,  it  is  fair  to  infer,  that  no  abfolute  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  the  accu- 
racy of  the  Mohammedan  narrative  of  the  interior  diftricts  of  this  quarter  of  the 
globe." 

Having  no  other  fources  of  information,  however,  we  muft  for  the  prefent,  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  thefe  communications.  From  the  various  conferences  of  Mr.  Lu- 
cas with  the  Shereef  Imhammed,  the  following  narrative  is  compofed. 

"  It  defcribes  the  kingdom  of  Fezzan  to  be  a  fmall  circular  domain,  placed  in  a 
vaft  wildernefs,  as  an  ifland  in  the  midft  of  the  ocean,  containing  near  an  hundred 
towns  and  villages,  of  which  Mourzouk  is  the  capital  •,  diftanr,  fouth,  from  Mefurata 
about  three  hundred  and  ninety  miles.  In  this  kingdom  are  to  be  feen  fome  venerable 
remains  of  ancient  magnificence,  fome  diftricts  of  remarkable  fertility,  and  numerous 
fmoaking  lakes,  producing  a  fpecies  of  fossil  alkali,  called  trona.  Agriculture  and  paf- 
turageare  the  principal  occupations  of  the  Fezanners.  They  do  not  appear  to  have 
any  coin  ;  their  medium  of  commerce  is  gold-duft  •■>  their  houfes,  or  rather  huts,    are 
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built  of  clay,  and  are  covered  with  branches  of  trees,  on  which  earth  is  laid.  As  rain 
never  falls  at  Fezzan,  this  covering  is  fufficient  protection.  Their  drefs  refemblt* 
that  of  the  Moors  of  Barbary  ;  but  during  the  heats  of  fummer,  which  are  intenfe, 
they  only  wear  drawers,  and  a  cap  to  protect  their  heads  from  the  immediate  action 
of  the  fun.  To  thefe,  many  particulars  are  added  of  their  perfons,  difeafes,  and  mode 
cf  cure  ;  of  their  religion,  government,  taxes,  animal,  and  vegetable  productions.. 
Their  fovereign,  who  is  a  ttibutary  of  the  bafhaw  of  Tripoli,  adminifters  impartial 
juftice  •,  and  as  a  proof  of  the  afcendancy  which  he  pofleffes  in  this  refpect  over  his- 
fubjects,  the  Fezanners,  who  travelled  with  Mr.  Lucas,  defcribed  to  him  the  follow- 
ing cuftotn  : 

"  If  a  man  has  injured  another,  and  refufes  to  go  with  him  to  the  judge,  the  com- 
plainant draws  a  circle  round  the  oppreiTor  •,  folemnly  charges  him,  in  the  king's 
name,  not  to  leave  the  place  till  the  officers  of  juftice,  in  fearch  of  whom  he  is  goino-,. 
fhall  arrive  5  and  fuch  (if  they  are  to  be  credited)  is,  on  the  one  hand,  his  fear  of  the  pun- 
ifliment  which  is  inflicted  on  thofe  who  difobey  the  injunction,  and  fo  great,  on  the- 
other,  is  his  dread  of  the  perpetual  bani/hment,  which,  if  he  feeks  his  fafety  by  with- 
drawing from  the  kingdom,  muft  be  his  inevitable  lot,  that  this  imaginary  pri'bn 
operates  as  a  real  confinement,  and  the  offender  fubmifiively  waits  the  arrival  of  the 
officers  of  juftice." 

1  he  compiler's  parenthefis  (if  they  are  to  he  credited)  precludes  the  necefliiy  of  any 
remark.  The  narrative  proceeds  toftate,  that,  fouth-eaft  of  Mourzouk,  at  the  diftance 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  is  a  fandy  defert,  two  hundred  miles  wide  •,  be\ord 
which,  are  the  mountains  of  Tibefti,  inhabited  by  ferocious  favages,  tributary  to  Fez- 
zan. The  vallies  between  the  mountains  are  faid  to  be  fertilized  by  innumerable 
fprings,  to  abound  with  corn,  and  to  be  celebrated  for  their  breed  of  camels.  The  an- 
nual tribute  of  the  Tibeftins  to  the  king  of  Fezzan,  is  twenty  camel  leads  of  fenna. 

"  This  kingdom  is  inconsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  two  great  empires  of 
Bornou,  and  Caihna,  which  lie  fouth  of  Fezzan,  occupying  that  vaft  region  which 
fpreads  itfelf  from  the  river  of  the  Antelopes,  for  twelve  hundred  miles  weilward,  and 
includes  a  great  part  of  the  N  iger's  courfe.  Caihna,  we  are  informed,  contains  a  thou- 
fand  towns  and  villages  ;  and  in  Bornou,  which  is  ftill  more  confiderable,  thirty  lan- 
guages are  faid  to  be  fpoken.  The  latter  is  reprefented  as  a  fertile  and  beautiful  coun- 
try ;  its  capital  being  fituated  within  a  day's  journey  of  the  river  Wod  el  Gazel,  which 
is  loft  in  the  fandy  waftes  of  the  vaft  defert  of  Bilma,  and  is  inhabited  by  herdfmen, 
dwelling,  like  the  old  patriarchs,  in  tents,  and  whofe  wealth  confifts  in  their  cattle*. 
(Bornou,  or  Bernoa,  is  a  word  fignifying  the  land  of  Noah  :  for  the  Arabs  conceive, 
that,  on  the  retiring  of  the  deluge,  its  mountains  received  the  ark.)  Though  they 
cultivate  various  forts  of  grain,  the  ufe  of  the  plough  is  unknown  ;  ar.d  the  hoe  is 
the  only  inftrument  of  husbandry.  Flere  grapes,  apricots,  and  pomegranates,  togeth- 
er with  limes  and  lemons,  and  two  fpecies  of  melons,  the  water  and  the  musk,  are 
produced  in  abundance.  But  one  of  the  molt,  valuable  of  its  vegetables,  is  a  tree  called 
kedeyna,  which,  in  form  and  height,  refembles  the  olive,  is  like  the  lemon  in  ita 
leaf  and  bears  a  nut,  of  which  the  kernel  and  the  lhell  are  both  in  great  eftimation, 
the  firft  as  a  fruit,  the  laft  on  account  of  the  oil  which  it  furnifhes,  when  bruifed,  and 
which  fupplies  the  lamps  of  the  people  of  Bornou  with  a  fubftitute  for  the  oil  of 
olives.  Bees,  it  is  added,  are  fo  numerous,  that  the  wax  is  often  thrown  away  as  an 
article  of  no  value  in  the  market.  The  population  is  defcribed  by  the  expreffion  of  a 
tountlefs  multitude .  We.  fhall  pafs  over  their  religion,  which  is  Mahometan-,  their 
government,  which  is  an  elective  monarchy  ;  and  the  lingular  mode  of  their  electing 
a  new  king  from  among  the  children  of  the  deceafed  fovereign  :  but  the  account  of 
theprefent  fultan,  his  wives,  and  his  children,  is  too  curious  not  to  be  exhibited. 

*  Horses  and  horned  cattle,  goats,  sheep,  and  camels,  are  the  common  animals  of  the  country. 
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"  The  prefent  fultan,  whofe  name  is  Alii,  is  a  man  of  an  unoftentatious,  plain  ap- 
pearance ;  for  he  feldom  wears  any  other  drefs  than  the  common  blue  fhirt  of  cot- 
ton or  (ilk,  and  the  filk  or  muftin  turban,  which  form  the  ufual  drefs  of  the  country. 
Such,  however,  is  the  magnificence  of  his  feraglio;  that  the  ladies  who  inhabit  it,  are 
faid  to  be  five  hundred  in  number,  and  he  himfelf  is  afcribed  as  the  reputed  father 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  children,  of  whom  three  hundred  are  males;  a  difpro- 
portion  which  naturally  fuggefts  the  idea,  that  the  mother,  preferring  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  natural  affeftion,  the  joy  of  feeing  herfelf  the  fuppofed  parent  of  a  future 
candidate  for  the  empire,  fometimes  exchanges  her  female  child  for  the  male  offspring 
of  a  ftranger. 

"  We  are  told  that  fire-arms,  though  not  unknown  to  the  people  of  Bornou,  are 
not  pofTeiTed  by  them. 

"  South  eaft  from  Bornou,  lies  the  extenfive  kingdom  of  Begarmee  ;  and,  beyond 
this  kingdom,  are  faid  to  be  feveral  tribes  of  negroes,  idolaters,  and  feeders  on  hu- 
man flefh.  Thefe,  we  are  told,  are  annually  invaded  by  the  Begarmeefe  ;  and,  when 
they  have  taken  as  many  prifoners  as  their  purpofe  may  require,  they  drive  the  cap- 
tives, like  cattle,  to  Begarmee. 

"  The  empire  of  Cafhna  bears  a  great  refemblance  to  that  of  Bornou. 

"  After  perufing  what  is  here  related  of  the  extent,  population,  fertility,  manufac- 
tures, and  commerce  of  thefe  regions,  we  may  be  permitted  to  wonder  at  their  hav- 
ing remained  altogether  unknown  to  Europeans.  We  cannot  but  fufpecl  confiderable 
exaggerations.  That  the  interior  parts  of  Africa  are  peopled,  the  caravans  which  go 
from  Cairo  and  Tripoli,  and  which  are  often  abfent  three  years,  fufficiently  evince:' 
but  that  they  are  divided  into  regular  and  civilized  ftates,  may  be  queftioned.  Athou- 
fjwd  towns  and  villages  in  one  empire,  and  thirty  different  languages  fpoken  in  the  other, 
manifeft  a  difpofition  in  the  Shereef  Imhammed  to  enlargement,  or,  at  leaft,  to  retail 
loofe  reports.  That  they  fhould  be  ;.iquainted  with,  yet  not  poffefs  fire  arms,  nor  make 
any  attempt  to  navigate  the  Niger,  nor  even  to  take  the  fifh  that  abound  in  the  wa- 
ters, but  little  accords  with  the  hiilory  of  their  commerce,  and  of  their  progrefs  in 
manufactures. 

"  Let  us,  however,  make  all  poffible  deductions,  and  be  ever  fo  incredulous  as  to 
fome  particulars,  the  profpect  which  this  narrative  opens  to  us,  of  the  interior  of 
Africa  (the  greater  part  of  which  we  have  been  accuftomed  to  confider  as  configned, 
by  nature,  to  perpetual  fteriiity  and  defolation)  muft  afford  great  pleafure  -,  and  though, 
as  we  have  already  remarked,  it  is  far  from  being  fatisfactory,  or  from  having  an- 
fwered  the  object  of  the  miffion,  it  may  be  regarded  by  the  fociety  as  that  fort  of 
evidence,  which  fhould  encourage  them  to  perfevere,  and  ought  to  induce  Europeans, 
without  delay,  actually  to  explore  the  central  provinces  of  the  African  continent." 


OF  AFRICA,  FROM  THE  TROPIC  OF  CANCER  TO  THE  CAPE 
OF  GOOD-HOPE. 

THIS  immenfe  territory  is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  very  little  known,  no  modern 
traveller  having  penetrated  into  the  interior  parts  ;  fo  that  we  are  ignorant  not- 
only  of  the  bounds,  but  even  of  the  names  of  feveral  inland  countries.  In  many  mate- 
rial circumftances,  the  inhabitants  of  this  extenfive  continent  agree  with  each  other.  If 
we  except  the  people  of  Abyffinia,  who  are  all  tawny,  and  profefs  a  mixture  of  chrif- 
tamty ,  judaifm,  and  pagani'fm,  they  are  of  a  black  complexion ;  in  their  religion,  except 
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on  the  fea-coafts,  which  have  been  vifited  and  fettled  by  ftrangers,  they  are  pagans ;  and 
the  form  of  government  is  every  where  monarchical.  Few  princes,  however,  poffefsa 
very  extenfive  jurifdiction  ;  for  as  the  natives  of  this  part  of  Africa  are  grofsly  igno- 
rant in  all  the  arts  of  utility  or  refinement,  they  are  little  acquainted  with  one  ano- 
ther, and  generally  united  in  fmall  communities,  each  governed  by  its  own  prince. 
In  Abyssinia,  indeed,  as  well  as  in  Congo,  Loan  go,  and  Angola,  we  are  told  of  pow. 
erful  monarchs  ;  but  on  examination,  it  is  found  that  the  authority  of  thefe  princes 
ftand  on  a  precarious  footing,  each  trioe  or  feparate  body  of  their  fubjects  being  un-y 
der  the  influence  of  a  petty  chieftain  of  their  own,  fly  led  Negus,  to  whofe  commands, 
however  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  Negafcha,  Negafcht,  or  king  of  kings,  they  are  al- 
ways ready  to  fubmit.  This,  indeed,  mufl  always  be  the  cafe  among  rude  nations, 
where  the  art  of  governing,  like  all  others,  is  in  a  very  funple  and  imperfect  ftate.  In 
the  fuccesiion  to  the  throne,  force  generally  prevails  over  right;  and  an  uncle,  a  bro- 
ther, or  fome  other  collateral  relation,  is,  on  this  account,  commonly  preferred  to  the 
defcendants,  whether  male  or  female. 

The  fertility  of  a  country,  fo  prodigioufly  extenfive,  might  be  fuppofed  more  vari- 
ous than  we  find  it  is  ;  in  fact,  there  is  no  medium  in  this  part  of  Africa  with  re- 
gard to  the  advantages  of  foil :  it  is  either  perfectly  barren,  or  extremely  ferti'e. 
This  arifes  from  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun,  which,  where  it  meets  with  fufficient  moif- 
ture,  produces  the  utmoft  luxuriarcy  ;  and  in  thofe  countries  where  there  are  few 
rivers,  reduces  the  furface  of  the  earth  to  a  barren  fand.  Of  this  fort  are  the  countries 
of  Anian  and  Zaara,  which,  for  want  of  water,  and  confequently  of  other  neceffaries, 
are  reduced  to  perfect  deferts,  as  the  name  of  the  latter  denotes.  In  thofe  countries, 
on  the  other  hand,  where  there  is  plenty  of  water,  and  particularly  where  the  rivers 
overflow  the  land,  part  of  the  year,  as  in  Abyssinia,  the  productions  of  nature,  both 
of  the  animal  and  vegetable  kinds,  are  found  in  the  higheft  perfection  and  greatefl 
abundance.  The  countries  of Mandingo,  Ethiopia  Congo,  Angola,  Batua,  Truticui, 
Monomotapa,  Cafati,  and  Mehenemugi,  are  extremely  rich  in  gold  and  filver.  The 
bafer  rn:tals  likewife  are  found  in  thefe  and  mmy  other  parts  cf  Africa.  But  the  per- 
fonsof  the  natives  make  the  moft  confjderable  article  in  the  produce  and  traffic  of  this 
wretched  quarter  of  the  globe. 

On  the  Guinea  or  weftern  coaft,  the  Englifh.  trade  to  James  Fcrt,  and  other  fettle- 
ments  .near  and  up  the  river  Gambia,  where  they  exchange  their  woolen  and  linen 
manufactures,  their  hardware  and  fpirituous  liquors,  for  the  perfons  of  the  natives.  By 
the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783,  the  river  Senegal,  with  its  dependencies,  were  given  up 
to  France.  Among  the  negroes,  a  man's  wealth  confifts  in  the  number  of  his  family, 
whom  he  fells  like  fo  many  cattle,  and  often  at  an  inferior  price.  Gold  and  ivory, 
next  to  the  flave- trade,  form  the  principal  branches  of  African  commerce.  Thefe  are 
carried  on  from  the  fame  coaft  •,  where  the  Dutch  and  French,  as  well  as  Englifh,  have 
their  fettlements  for  this  purpofe. 

According  to  Mr.  Rare  fay,  the  Britifh  annual  exports  to  Africa  are  eftimated  at  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  part  of  which  is  annually  exchanged  with/American  and 
other  foreign  traders  on  the  coaft.  About  fifty  thoufand  pounds  are  returned  in  ivory, 
gold  duft,  gum,  &.  The  greatefl  part  of  the  profits  of  the  flave  trade  is  raifed  on  the 
fugar  plantations.  If,  by  eflabiifhing  factories,  encouraging  civilization  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  and  returning  fome  of  the  Weft  Indian  flaves  to  their  original  country,, 
the  Europeans  tried  to  atone  for  their  pad  treachery  to  the  natives,  and  inftrucled 
them  in  the  culture  of  tobacco,  indigo,  cotton,  rice,  &.  to  barter  with  them  for  their 
manufactures,  great  would  be  their  profits*. 

*  It  is  most  devoir! y  to  be  wished,  by  every  friend  of  L.)  under  the  patronage  r.f  a  respeflable  society  of  r;enrle- 
humanity,  that  the  settlement  forming  at  Sitrra  Leone  mm  in  London  in  ij  answer  those  benevolent  purposei, 
(which  is  situated  in  8°  12  N.  L.  ai.d  about    12  °    VV.       f«f  whieh  it  was  intended ;  viz.  to  introduce  the  light    of 
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The  Portuguefe  are  in  pofleflion  of  the  eaft  and  weft  coaft  of  Africa,  from  the  Tro- 
pic of  Capricorn  to  the  equator  •,  which  immenfe  tract  they  became  mafters  of,  by 
their  fuccessive  attempts,  and  happy  difcovery  and  navigation  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  From  the  coaft  of  Zanguebar,  on  the  eaftern  fide,  they  trade  i.ot  only  for  the 
articles  above  mentioned,  but  lilcewife  for  feveral  others,  as  fenna,  aloes,  civet,  arrbi-r- 
grife,  aud  frankincenfe.  '  The  Dutch  have  fettlements  towards  the  fouthern  part  of 
the  continent,  in  the  country  called  Caffraria,  or  the  land  of  the  Hottentots,  particu- 
larly Cape  Town,  which  is  well  fettled,  and  fortified  •,  where  their  fhips,  bound  for' 
India,  ufually  put  in,  and  trade  with  the  natives  for  their  cattle,  in  exchange  for 
which  they  give  them  fpirituous  liquors. 
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DURING  the  thirty-fix  hours  which  I  fpent  (fays  monfieur  Vaillant)  with  the 
Gonaqua  Hottentots,  I  had  time  to  make  feveral  obfervations  concerning  them. 
I  remarked  that  they  make  a  clapping  noife  with  their  tongue,  like  the  reft  of  the 
Hottentots.  When  they  accoft  any  one,  they  ftretch  forth  the  hand,  faying  to.be — I 
falute  you. 

"  This  affinity  of  cuftoms,  manners,  and  even  conformation,  their  being  fo  near 
Great  Caffraria,  and  the  accounts  I  afterwards  received,  convinced  me,  thefe  hordes  of 
Gonaquas,  who  equally  refemble  the  CafFrees  and  the  Hottentots,  muft  be  a  mixed 
breed  produced  by  thefe  two  nations.  The  drefs  of  the  men,  arranged  with  more  fym- 
metry,  has  the  fame  ftiape  with  that  of  the  Hottentots  •,  but  as  the  Gonaquas  are  a 
little  taller,  they  m,ike  their  mantles  of  calves'  inftead  of  fheeps'  skin  •,  they  are  both 
called  krofs.  Several  of  them  wear,  hanging  from  their  necks  a  bit  of  ivory,  or  very 
white  fheeps'  bone,  and  this  contraft  of  the  two  colours  produces-  a  good  effect,  and 
is  very  becoming. 

'v  When  the  weather  is  excessively  hot,  the  men  lay  afide  every  fuperfluous  part  of 
their  drefs  and  retain  only  what  they  name  t\\zw  jackals  This  is  a  piece  of  the  sk;n' 
of  the  animal  fo  called,  with  which  they  cover  what  nature  bids  them  conceal,  and 
which  is  faftened  to  their  girdle.  This  veil,  however,  negligently  arranged,  maybe 
cpnfidered  as  an  ufelefs  appendage,  and  is  of  very  little  fervice  to  their  modefty.  The 
women,  much  fonder  of  drefs  than  the  men,  employ  more  care  in  adorning  their 
peribns.  They  wear  a  krofs,  like  the  latter  •,  but  the  apron  which  conceals  their  fex,  is 
larger  than  thofe  of  the  Hottentots.  During  the  great  heatsT  they  retain  only  this 
apron,  with  a  skin  which  defcends  behind,  from  their  girdle  to  the  calf  of  the  leg. 
Young  girls,  below  the  age  of  nine  years,  go  perfectly  naked  •,  when  they  attain  to 
that  age,  they  wear  nothing  but  a  fmall  apron. 

"  YV  hatever  rrlay  be  the  extent  of  the  deferts  of  Africa,  we  muff  not  form  any  cal- 
culations refpecting  itspopulation,  from  thofe  innumerable  fwarms  of  blacks  which 
are  round  on  the  weft,  and  which  border  all  the  coafts  of  the  ocean,  from  the  Canary 
Ifles  to  the  environs  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  There  is  certainly  np  proportion  to 
enable  us  to  hazard  even  a  conjecture  -,  fince,  by  a  trade  juftly  held  in  deteftation  by 
every  man  of  humanity,  the  barbarous  navigators  of  Europe  have  induced  thefe  ne- 
groes, by  the  moft  villainous  attractions,  to  give  up  their  prifoners,  or  thofe  who  are 
inferior  to  them  in  flrength.    As  their  wants  mcreafed,    they  have  become  inhuman 

knowledge,  and  the  comforts  of  civilization  into  Africa,       between  the  European  colony  and  the  natives  of  that  ccim- 
and  to  cement  and  perpetuate  the  most  confidential   union      try. 
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and  perfidious  beings  •,  the  prince  has  fold  his  fubjects  ;  the  mother,  has  fold  her  fori  % 
and  nature,    as  an  accomplice,  has  rendered  her  prolific. 

"  This  difgufting  and  execrable  traffic,  is,  however,  ftill  unknown  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  continent.  The  defert  is  really  a  defert  •,  and  it  is  only  at  certain  diftances 
that  one  meets  with  a  few  hordes,  which  are  not  numerous,  and  live  on  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  and  the  produce  of  their  cattle.  After  finding  one  horde,  one  muft  travel  a, 
great  way  to  find  another,  the  heat  of  the  climate,  the  drynefs  of  the  fands,  the  bar- 
rennefs  of  the  earth,  afcarcity  of  water,  rugged  and  rocky  mountains,  ferocious  ani- 
mals, and  befides  thefe,  the  humour  of  the  Hottentots,  which  is  a  little  phlegmatic, 
and  their  cold  temperament,  are  all  obftacles  to  propagation.  When  a  father  has 
fix  children,  it  is  accounted  a  phenomenon. 

"  TJhe  country  of  the  Gonaquas,  into  which  I  penetrated,  did  not  therefore  contain 
three  thoufand  people,  in  an  extent  of  thirty  or  forty  leagues.  Thefe  people  did  not 
referable  thofe  degenerated  and  miferable  Hottentots,  who  pine  in  the  heart  of 
the  Dutch  colonies  •,  who  bear  no  marks  of  their  ancient  origin  but  an  empty  name  ;. 
and  who  enjoy,  at  theexpenfe  of  their  liberty,  only  a  little  peace,  purchafed  at  a  dear 
rate,  by  the  excessive  labour  to  which  they  are  fubjected  on  the  plantations,  by  the 
defpotifm  of  their  chiefs,  who  are  always  fold  to  government.  I  had  here  (con- 
tinues M.  Valliant)  an  opportunity  of  admiring  a  free  and  brave  people,  valuing  no- 
thing but  independence  ;  never  obeying  any  inipulfe  foreign  to  nature,  and.  calculat- 
ed only  to  deftroy  their  magnanimous,   free,  and  truly  philantropic  character. 

"  The  huts,  conftructed  like  thofe  of  the  Hottentots  in  the  Colonies,  were  eight  or 
nine  feet  in  diameter,  and  were  covered  with  ox  or  fheep  skins,  but  more  commonly 
with  mats.  They  had  only  one  opening,  very  narrow  and  low  ;  and  it  was  in  the 
middle  of  their  hurt  that  the  family  kindled  their  fire.  The  thick  fmoke  with  which 
thefe  kennels  were  filled,  and  which  had  no  other  vent  but  the  door,  added  to  the 
flench  which  they  always  retain,  would  have  ftifled  any  European  who  might  have 
had  the  courage  to  remain  in  them  two  minutes.  Cuftom,  however,  renders  all  this 
fupportable  to  thefe  ravages. 

"  The  two  colours  for  which  they  fliow  the  greateft  fondnefs,  are  red  and  black.  The- 
firft  is  compofed  of  a  kind  of  ochry  earth,  which  is  found  in  fevtral  places  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which  they  mix  and  dilute  with  greafe:  this  earth  has  a  great  reft-mblance 
to  brick-duft,  or  tiles  reduced  to  powder.  Their  black  is  nothing  elfe  than  foot,  or  the 
charcoal  of  tender  wood.  Some  women,  indeed,  are  contented  with  painting  only  the 
prominence  of  the  cheeks  •,  but  in  general  they  daub  over  their  whole  body,  in  compart- 
ments varied  with  a  certain  degree  of  fymmetry  ;  and  this  part  of  their  drefs  requires  I 
no  fmall  length  of  time.  Thefe  two  colours,  fo  much  admired  by  the  Hottentots,  are 
always  perfumed  with  the  powder  of  the  boughou,  which  is  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
fmell  of  an  European.  A  Hottentot  would  perhaps  find  our  odours  and  effences  no  lefs- 
infupportable  ;  but  thtiougbou  has,  over  our  rouge  and  paftes,  the  advantage  of  not 
being  pernicious  to  the  skin,  of  not  attacking  and  injuring  the  lungs  •,  and  the  fe- 
male Hottentot,  who  is  acquainted  with  neither  amber,  musk,  nor  benjamin,  never 
knows  what  it  is  to  be  opprerTed  by  vapours,  fpafm,  ar.d  the  head-ach.  The  men  ne- 
ver paint  their  faces,  but  they  ufe  a  preparation  made  of  both  colours;  mixed,  to  paint 
the  upper- lip  as  far  as  the  noftrils  •,  by  which  they  enjoy  the  advantage  of  continu- 
ally inhaling  the  odour  ofthe  fubftance  employed  for  this  purpofe.  Young  girls  fome- 
times  favour  their  lovers  fo  far  as  to  apply  this  paint  for  them  under  the  nofe  •,  ai.d 
on  this  point  they  fhow  a  kind  of  coquetry  which  has  a  very  powerful  influence  over 
the  heart  of  a  Hottentot  novice.  The  reader,  however,  muft  not  infer,  that  the  Hotv 
lentot  women  pay  fo  much  attention  to  drefs,  as  to  neglect,  thofe  daily  and  ufeful  oc- 
cupations, to  which  nature  and  their  ufsges  call  them.  Separated  from  Europe  by  an 
immenfity  of  fea,  and  from  the  Dutch  colonies  by  defert  mountains  and  impaiTable. 
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rocks,  too  much  communication  with  thefe  people/has  not  lei  them  into  the  excefles 
of  depravation.  On  the  con'rary,  when  they  have  the  happinefs  of  being  mothers, 
nature  addrefTes  them  in  a  different  language-,  they  afTume,  more  than  in  any  other 
country,  a  fpirit  fuitable  to  thsir  ft  ite,  and  readily  give  themfelves  up  to  thofe  cares 
which  (he  requires  of  them. 

"  They  are  remarkably  fond  of  hunting,  and  in  this  exercife  they  display  great 
dexterity.  Befides  gins  and  fnares,  which  they  pl.ice  at  convenient  fpots  to  catch  lar^e 
animals,  they  alfo  lie  in  wait  for  them,  attack  them  as  foon  as  they  appear,  and  kill 
them  with  their  poifoned  arrows,  or  their  affagays,  which  are  a  kind  of  lances.  On 
the  firfi:  view  of  their  arrows,  one  would  not  fufpetft  what  deftructive  weapons  they 
are  ;  their  fmallnefs  renders  them  fo  much  more  dangerous,  as  it  isimpoflible  to  per- 
ceive-and  follow  them  with  the  eye,  and,  coufequently,  to  avoid  them.  The  flightefb 
wound  they  make,  alwavs  proves  mortal,  if  the  poifon  reaches  the  blood,  and  if  the 
flelh  be  torn.  The  fureft  remedy  is  to  amputate  the  wounded  part,  if  it  be  a  limb, 
but  if  the  wound  be  in  the  body,  death  is  unavoidable. 

"  The  Hottentots  have  not  the  leaft  notion  of  the  elements  of  agriculture  •,  they 
neither  low  nor  plant,  nor  do  they  even  reap  any  crop.— When  they  choofe  to  c?ive 
themfelves  the  trouble,  they  make  an  intoxicating  liquor,  compofed  of  honey  and  a 
certain  root  which  they  fuffer  to  foment  in  a  certain  quantity  of  water.  This  liquor,, 
which  is  a  kind  of  hydromel,  is  not  their  ufual  beverage,  nor  do  they  even  keep  a 
frock  of  it  by  them.  Whatever  they  have,  they  drink  all  at  once,  and  frequently 
regale  themfelves,  in  this  manner,  at  certain  periods.  They  fmoke  the  leaves  of  a 
plant  which  they  name  dagba.  This  plant  is  indigenous  ;  it  is  the  hemp  of  Europe. 
There  are  fome  of  the  favages  who  prefer  thefe  leaves  to  tobacco  ;  but  the  greater 
part  of  them  are  fond  of  mixing  both  together. 

"  Though  they  rear  abundance  of  fheep  and  oxen,  they  feldom  kill  the  latter,  urt- 
lefs  fome  accident  happens  to  them,  or  old  age  has  rendered  them  unfit  for  fervice  ; 
their  principal  notirifhment,  therefore,  is  the  milk  of  their  ewes  and  cows,  befides 
which  they  have  the  produce  of  their  hunting  excurfions,  and,  from  time  to  time, 
they  kill  a  fheep. 

"  Thole  oxen  which  they  intend  for  carrying  burdens,  mufr.  be  broke  and  trained 
very  early  to  the  fervice  •,  otherwife  they  would  become  ablb'utely  untraceable;  Or* 
this  account  when  the  animal  is  ftill  young,  they  pierce  the  cartilage  which  leparates 
the  nofirils,  and  thruft  through  the  hole  a  piece  of  ftick,  about  eight  or  ten  inches  in 
length,  and  almoft  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  task  of  miiking  the  cows  and  the  ewes- 
belongs  to  the  women  •,  and,  as  they  never  beat  or  torment  them,  they  are  furprifingly 
tradable,  and  are  absolutely  the  fame  fpecies  as  thofe  in  Europe. 

"  Of  their  fheep  and  kine  each  village  hath  one  common  herd  ;  every  inhabitant 
faking  it  in  his  turn  to  be  herdfman.  This  charge  requires  many  precautions-,  very  dif* 
ferent  from  thofe  which  are  taken  by  our  herdfmen,  beafts  of  prey  being  very  nume- 
rous and  fierce  in  the  fouther.n  parts  of  Africa.  Lions,  indeed,  are  not  common  ; 
but  there  are  elephants,  rhinoceroses,  leopards,  tygers,  hyaenas,  and  feveral  kinds  of 
wolves,  together  with  more  furious  animals  that  abound  in  the  forefts,  and  occafion- 
ally  make  excurfions  towards  the  Cape,  and  deftroy  the  tame  cattle.  To  prevent  thefe 
misfortunes,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  herdfman  to  go,  or  fend,  every  day  round  his 
diflrict,  in  order  to  difcover  if  any  beaft  of  prey  be  lurking  in  that  quarter.  In  which 
cafe,  he  aflemiles  the  whole  village  together,  and  makes  his  report-,  when  a  party  of  the 
ftouteft  among  them  arm  themfelves  with  javelins  and  pointed  arrows,  and  follow 
the  perfon  who  has  difcovered  the  beaft,  to  the  cave  or  covert  where  he  is  lodged. 
Here  they  arrange  themfelves  in  two  lines  -,  the  herdfman  entering  the  cave,  and  en>- 
deavouring  to  provoke  the  beaft  to  follow  him  out,  where  he  is  inevitably  deftroy- 
ed. 

"  Thefe  favages  meafure  the  year  by  the  epochs  of  drought  and  rainy  weather.  This 
Vol.  II.  -  2  D 
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divifion  is  common  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  tropical  regions,  and  is  fubdivided  in- 
to moons  •,  hut  they  never  count  the  days,  if  they  exceed  ten,  that  is  to  fay,  the  num- 
ber of  their  fingers.  Beyond  that,  they  mark  the  day  or  time  by  fome  remarkable 
epoch  •,  for  example,  an  extraordinary  ftorm,  an  elephant  killed,  an  infectious  diforder 
among  the  cattle,  an  emigration,  &c.  The  different  parts  of  theday  they  diftinguifh. 
by  the  courfeof  the  fun  ;  and  they  will  tell  you,  pointing  with  their  finger,  he  was 
there  when  I  departed,  and  here  when  I  arrived.  This  method  is  far  from  being  exact.; 
but  notwithstanding  its  want  of  precifion,  it  is  almoft  fufficient  for  thefe  people,  who 
having  no  appointments. of  gallantry,  no-law  fuits  to  attend,  no  perfidies  to  com- 
mie, no  fcandal  to  propagate,  no  occafion  jneanly  to  cringe  befor  e  ignorant  patron?, 
and  no  new  play  to  damn,  calmly  behold  the  fun  finifTi  his  courfe,  and  are  under  very 
little  uneafinefs  whether  twenty  thoufand  clocks  bring  mifery  to  one  and  happinefs  to 
another. 

"  A  fenfe  of  delicacy  makes  the  Hottentots  keep  themfelves  fepa-ate  from  others 
when  they  are  nek.  They  are  then  feldom  feen,  and  it  would  appear  that  they  are 
afhamed  of  having  loft  their  health.  It  never  enters  their  thoughts  to  expofe  them- 
felves in  public  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  pity.  Thisis.a  forced  method,  but  uie- 
1<  fs  in  a  country  where  every  body  is  ccmpf.ssionate. 

c-  When  a  Hotte.'.tot  die?,  h-;  is  buried  in  his  worftkrofs,  and  the  limbs  are  difpofed 
in  fu:h  a  manner  that  the  whole  body  is  covered.  The  relations  then  tranfport  it  to 
a  certain  diftance.from  the  horde,  and  difpofing  it  in  a  pit  dug  for  this  purpofe,  and 
which  is  never  deep,  cover  it  with  earth,  and  then  with  ftones,  if  any  are  to  be  found 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Such  amaufolcum  proves  but  a  very  weak  defence  againftthp 
attacks  of  the  jackal  and  the  hyaena;  as  the  body  is  foon  dug  up  and  devoured.  The 
child  en,  or  the  neareft  relations  of  the  deceafed,  take  pofiefiion  of  whatever  is  left  ; 
but  the  quality  of  a  chief  is  not  hereditary.  He, is  always  appointed  by  the  horde, 
and  his  power  is  limited.  In  their  council  his  advice  prevails,  if  it  be  judged  good  ; 
if  not,  no  regard  is  paid  to  it.  When  they  are  about  to  go  to  war,  they  know  neither  1 
rank  nor  divifions  ;  each  attacks  or  defends  after  his  own  manner  ;  the  moil  intrepid 
march  in  the  van  ;  and,  when  victory  declares  itfclf,  they  do  not  beftow  upon  one 
man  the  honour  of  an  action  which  has  proved  fuccefsful  by  the  courage  of  all  ■,  it  is 
the  whole  nation  that  triumph. 

'•  Of  all  the  people  I  ever  faw,"  continues  Mr.  Vaillant,"  t-he  Gonaqnais  are  the 
only  nation  that  can  be  confidered  as  free  ;  but  they  will  perhaps  be  foon  obliged  to  re- 
move to  a  greater  diftance,  or  receive  laws  from  the  Dutch  government.  All  the  land 
tc  the  eaft  being  in  general  good,  the  planters  endeavour  toextend  their  pcfTefTions  in 
that  quarter  as  much  as  they  can  ;  and  their  avarice  doubtlefs  will  fome  day  fucceed. 
Mi:  cry  then  muft  be  the  portion  of  thefe  happy  and  peaceable  people  ;  and  every  trace 
of  their  liberty  will  be  deftroyed  by  majfTacres  and  invafior^s.  Thus  have  all  thole 
hordes,  mentioned  by  old  authors,  been  treated  •,  and,  by  being  often  difmembtred 
a'ld  weakened,  they  are  now  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  abfalute  dependence  on  the  Dutch. 
.The  exiftence  of  the  Hottentots,  their  names,  and  their  hiftory,  will  therefore,  in 
time,  be  accounted  f.;buious  ;  uniefs  fome  traveller,  who  .may  polTtfs  cunofity  enough 
to  induce  him  to  difcover  their  remains,  ihould  have  the  courage  to  penrtra'e  into 
the  remote  deferts  inhabited  by  the  great  Nimiquas,  were  rocks  more  and  more  har- 
dened by  time,  and  old  and  barren  mountains,  do  not  produce  a  fingle  plant  worthy 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  fpeculative  botanift. 

,  "  Some  old  authors  have  faid  that  the  families  of  th  e  fa-vages  fleep  all  promifcucuf- 
•I)  together  in  the  fame  hut;  and  are  neither  acquainted  with  differer.ee  of  age,  nor  that 
invincible  horror  which  feparates  beings  connected  by  blood  •,  this  has  led  fome  to  the 
moft  infamous  fufpicions.  Yes,  the  whole  family  inhabit  the  fame  hut  ;  the  father  lies 
■by  the  fide  of  his  daughter,  and  the  mother  by  the  fen  ;  but  on  the  return  of  aurora, 
.each  rifes  with  a  pure  heart,  and  without  having  occafion   to  blufli  before  the  author' 
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oF  all  beings,  or  any  of  the  creatures  whom  he  has  marked  with  the  Teal  of  his  rc- 
femblance.      A  favage  is  neither  a  brute,   nor  a  barbarian. 

"  A  phifiognomift,  or,  if  the  reader  choofes,  a  modern  wit,   would  entertain  his 
company  by  aligning  to  the  Hottentot,  in  the  fcale  of  beings,  a   place  between  man 
and   the   ourang  outang.      I  cannot,    however,  confent  to    this   fyftematic  arrange- 
ment j  the  qualities   which  I  efteern  in  him,  will  never  fufF.  r  him  to  be  degraded  fo 
far  ;  and  I  have  found  his  figure  fufficiently  beautiful,  becaufe  I  experienced  the  goo  J- 
nefs  of  his  heart.      It  muft,  indeed,  be  allowed,  that  there  is  fomething  peculiar  in  hi? 
features,  which,  in  a  certain  degree,  feparates  him  from  the  generality  of  mankind  ; 
his  cheek  bones  are  exceedingly  prominent  •,   fo  that  his  face,  de'ng  very  broad  in  that 
part,  and  the  jaw  bones  on  the  contrary,    extremely  narrow,  his  vifage  continues  ftill 
.decreasing,  even  to  the  point  of  the  chin.    This  configuration  gives  him  an  air  of  lank- 
nefs,   which  makes  his  head  appear  very  much  difproportioned,  and  two  fmall  for  his 
full  and  plump  bodv.   His  flit  nofe  rifes  fcarcely  half  an  inch  at  its  greatefl  elevation  ; 
and  his  noftrils,  which  are  extremely  wide,  often  exceed,  in  height,  the  ridge  of  his 
^nofe.  His  mouth  is  large,  and  furnifhed  with  fmall  teeth,  well  enamelled  and  perfectly 
white  :   his  eyes,   very  beautiful  and  open,  incline  a  little  towards  the  nofe,  like  thofe 
of  the  Chinefe  ;  and,   to  the. fight  and  touch,  his  hair  has  the  refemblance  of  wool  •, 
it  is  very  fhort,  curls  naturally,  and  in  colour  is  as  black  as  ebony.     He  has  very  little 
hair,   yet  he  employs  no  fmall  care  to  pull  out  by  the  roots  part  of  what  he  has  ;   but 
the  natural  thinnels  of  his  eyebrows  faves  him  from  this  trouble  in  that  part.    Though 
he  has  no  beard   but  upon  the  upper  lip,  below  the  nofe,  and  at  the  extremitv  of  the 
chin,  he  never  fails  to  pluck  it  out  as  foon.as  it  appears.  This  gives  him  an  effeminate 
look  ;   which,  .joined  to-the  natural  mildnefs  of  his  character,  deftroys  that  command- 
ing fiercenefs  common  to  all  men  in  a  ftate  of  nature.      The  women,  with  more  deli- 
cacy of  features,  exhibit  the  fame  characteristic  marks  in  their  figure:  they  are  equally 
well  made.     Their  breads,  admirably  placed,  have  a  moft  beautiful  form,  while  in  the 
U'oj.ti  of  youth  ;  their  hands  are  fmall,  and  their  feet  exceedingly  well  Shaped,  though 
they  never  wear  fandals.     The  found  of  their  voice  is  foft  ;  and  .their  idiom,  paSfing 
through  the  throat,  is  not  deftitute  of  harmony.     When  they  fpeak,  they  employ  a 
gr  at  many  gestures,   which  give  power  and  gracefulnefs  to  their  arms. 

"  The  Hottentots,  being  naturally  timid,  are,  confequently,  not  an  enterpri-zing  peo- 
ple. Their  phlegmatic  coolnefs,  and  their  ferious  looks,  give  them  an  air  of  reierve, 
which  they  ne.verday  afide,  even  at  the  molt  joyful  moments  -,  while,  on  the  contrary, 
aj!  other  biacK  or  tawny  nations  give  themfelves  up  to  pleafures  with  the  livelier!:  joy, 
and  without  any  restraint. 

"  A  profound  indiffermce  to  the  affairs  of  life,  inclines  them  very  much  to  inacti- 
vity and  indolence  :  the  keeping  of  their  flocks,  and  the  care  of  procuring  a  fubfiit- 
ei:ce,  are  the  only  objects  that  occupy  their  thoughts.  They  never  follow  hunting  as 
(p^rtfmen,  but  like,people  opprcfTed  and  tormented  by  hunger.  In  fhort,  forgettinc 
the  part,  and  being  under  no  neceifity  for  the  future,  they  are  Struck  only  with  the 
prelent ;   and  it  is  that  which  alone  engager  their  attention. 

•"  They  are,  however,"  according  to  Mr.  Vaillant,  "  a  good,  kind,  and  hofpitable 
people.  Whoever  travels  among  them,  may  be  afiured  of  finding  food  and 
lodging.;  and  though  they  will  receive  prefents,  yet  they  never  afk  for  any  thing. 
If  the  traveller  has  a  long  journey  to  accomplish,  and. if  they  learn,  from  the  informa- 
tion he  requires  that  there  are  no  hopes  of  his  foon  meeting  with  other  hordes,  that 
which  he  is  going  to  quit,  fupplies  him  with  provisions  as  far  as  its  circumstances 
will  allow,  and  with  every  thing  elfe  neceflary  for  his  journey,  and  for  reaching  the 
place  of  his  destination.  Such  are  thefe  people,  or  at  leaSt  fuch  did  they  appear  to  me, 
in  ail  the  innocence  of  manners,  and  of  a  paftoral  life.  They  excite  the  idea  of  man- 
kdndin  a  ftate  of  infancy," 


(  «9*  ) 
CAFFRARIA. 

THE  country  known  by  the  general  denomination  of  Caffrari-i,  is  a  very  extenffve 
region,  bounded  on  the  north,  by  Negroland  and  Abyfiinia  ,  on  the  weft,  by  part 
of  Guinea,  Congo,  and  the  fea  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  and  on 
the  eaft  by  the  fea.  It  is  divided  into  fever.i!  territories  aid  kingdoms,  of  which  lit- 
tle is  known  •,  and  it  is  computed  to  be  feveral  hundred  miles  long,  and  fix  hundred" 
and   fixty  broad. 

We  (hall  give  a  more  particular  defcriptiort  of  the  people  from  two  modern  writers; 
the  firft  celebrated  for  his  botanical  knowledge,  the  other  for  his  tafte  in  natural  hif- 
tory,  but  mote  efpecially  for  his  very  entertaining  and  interefting  travels  into  the  in- 
terior parts  of  Africa,   which,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  prove  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

The  men  among  the  Caffrees,  fays  lieutenant  Patterfon,  are  from  five  feet  ten  in- 
chea  to  fix  feet  high,  and  well  proportioned,  and,  in  general,  evince  great  courage  igj 
attacking  lions  or  any  beafts  of  prey.  Their  colour  is  a  jet  black*  their  teeth  white  as 
ivory,  and  their  eyes  large.  The  clothingof  both  fexes  is  nearly  the  fame,  confifting  en- 
tirely of  the  hides  of  oxen,  which  are  as  pliant  ascloth.  The  men  weartails  of  different 
animals  tied  round  their  thighs  ;  pieces  of  brafs  in  their  hair,  and  large  ivory  rings  on 
their  arms.  They  are  alfo  adorned  with  the  hair  of  lions,  and  feathers  faftened  on 
their  heads,  with  many  fantaftical  ornaments. 

They  are  extremely  fond  of  dogs,  which  they  exchange  for  cattle,  and  to  fuch  a 
height  do  they  carry  this  paffion,  that  if  one  particularly  pleafes  them,  they  will 
give  two  bullocks  in  exchange  for  it.  Their  whole  exercife through  the  day  is  hunting, 
fighting,  or  dancing.  They  are  expert  in  throwing  their  lances,  and,  in  the  time  of 
war,  ufe  fhields  made  of  the  hides  of  oxen. 

The  women  are  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  their  gardens  and  corn.  They  culti- 
vate feveral  vegetables,  which  are  not  indigenous  to  their  country,  fuch  as  tobacco, 
water-melons,  a  fort  of  kidney- beans,  and  hemp.  The  women  alfo  make  bafkets,  and 
the  mats  which  they  fleep  on.  The  men  have  great  pride  in  their  cattle  ;  they  cut  their 
horns  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  be  able  to  turn  them  into  any  fhape  they  ple.tfe,  and  teach 
them  to  anfwer  to  a  whittle.  When  they  vvifh  their  cattle  to  return  home,  they  go  a 
little  way  from  the  houfe,  and  blow  this  fmall  inftrument,  which  is  made  of  ivory,  or 
bone,  and  fo  conftru<fted  as  to  be  heard  a  great  diftance,  and  in  this  manner  bring  all 
their  cattle  home  without  any  difficulty. 

The  foil  of  this  country  is  a  blackifh,  loomy  ground,  and  fo  extremely  fertile  that 
every  vegetable  fubftance,  whether  fown  or  planted,  grows  with  great  luxuriance. 
There  are  great  variations  in  the  climate.  It  feldom  rains,  except  in  the  fum-mer  ; 
when  it  is  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning.  The  country,  however,  is  ex- 
tremely well  fupplied  with  water,  not  only  from  the  high  land  towards  the  north,  but 
from  many  excellent  fountains  which  are  found  in  the  woods.  From  what  Mr.  Pat- 
terfon obferved  of  this  country,  he  was  induced  to  believe  it  was  greatly  fuperior 
to  any  other  known  part  of  Africa.  The  woods  produce  a  variety  of  arborious  plants, 
and  fome  of  a  great  fize  ;  and  are  inhabited  by  elephants,  buffaloes,  &c.  There  is 
alfo  a  variety  of  beautiful  birds  and  butterflies. 

11  To  judge  of  the  Caffrees  by  thofe  I  have"feen,"fays  monfieur  Vaillant,  "  they  are' 
taller  than  the  Hottentots  of  the  colonies,  or  even  than  the  Gonaquais,  though  they 
greatly  refemble  the  latter,  but  are  more  robuft,  and  poffefs  a  greater  degree  of  pride 
and  courage.  The  features  of  the  Caffrees  arelikewife  more  agreeable,  none  of  their 
faces  contrafting  towards  the  bottom,  nor  do  their  check  bones  project  in  the  un- 
couth manner  of  the  Hottentots  ;  neither  have  they  large  flat  faces  and  thick  lips  like 
their  neighbours'of  Mofambigue,  but  a  well  formed  contour,  and  agreeable  nofe,  with- 
eyes  fparklmg  and  exprefiiye,  fo  that  fetting  afide  our  prejudice  with  regard  to  colour, 
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there  are  mmv  women  among  them  who  might- be  thought  handfome  by  the  fide  of 
an  European  lady.  They  do  not  disfigure  themrelves  by  daubing  their  eye-brows  like 
the  Hottentots  ;   but  are  very  much  tatooed,  particularly  ahout  the  face. 

"  The  hair  of  the  Cafrrees,  which  is  ftrong  and  curling,  is  never  greafed  ;  but  they 
anoint  the  reft  of  their  bodies,  with  a  view  of  making  themfelves  active  and  ftrong. 
The  men  are  more  particular  in  decorations  than  the  woman,  being  very  fond  of  beads 
and  brafs  rings.  They  are  fe'.dom  feen  without  bracelets  on  their  legs  and  arms,  made 
of  the  tuflcs  of  an  elephant,  which  they  faw  to  a  convenient  thicknefs,  and  then  poliiri 
and  round.  As  thefe  rings  cannot  be  opened, it  is  necefTiry  to  make  them  big  enough  to 
pafs  the  hand  through,  fo  that  they  fill  or  rife  according  to  the  motion  of  the  arm. 
Sometimes  they  p'aee  final!  rings  on  the  arms  of  their  children,  whofe  growth  foon 
fills  up  the  fpace,  and  fixes  the  ornament,  a  circumftance  which  is  particularly  pleafing 
to  them. 

"  They  likewife  make  necklaces  of  the  bones  of  animals,  which  they  polifh  and 
whiten  in  the  moft  perfect  manner.  Some  content  themfelves  with  the  leg-bone  of  a 
fheep  hanging  on  the  brealt,  which  is  thought  as  pleafing  a  decoration,  as  a  patch  on 
the  face  of  a  pretty  woman.  In  the  warm  feafon,  the  Caffrees  only  wear  their  orna- 
ments ;  when  the  weather  is  cold,  they  make  ufe  of  krofles  made  of  the  fkins  of  calves 
or  oxen,  which  reach  to  the  feet.  One  peculiarity,  which  deferves  attention,  and  does 
not  exift  elfewhere,  is,  that  the  CafFree  women  care  little  for  ornaments.  Indeed,  they 
are  well  made,  and  pretty,  when  compared  to  other  favages  ;  and  never  ufe  the  un- 
couth profuiion  of  Hottentot  coquetry,  not  even  wearing  copper  bracelets.  Their 
aprons,  like  thole  of  the  Gonaquais,  are  bordered  with  fmall  rows  of  beads,  which 
is  the  only  vanity  they  exhibit. 

"  The  {kin  that  the  female  Hottentot  ties  about  the  loins,  the  CafFree  woman 
wears  as  high  as  her  fhoulders,  tying  it  over  the  bofom,  which  it  covers.  They  have, 
like  the  men,  a  krofs  or  cloak  of  calf  or  ox  {kin,  diverted  of  the  hair  •,  but  it  is  only 
in  the  cold  and  rainy  feafon  that  either  fex  weirs  it.  Thefe  fkins  are  as  foft  and  pliant 
as  the  fineiVftufFs.  In  the  molt  fevere  weather,  neither  men  nor  women  cover  their 
heads.  Sometimes,  indeed,  I  have  feen  the  head  of  a  CafFree  adorned  with  a  feather 
ftuck  in  the  hair  ;   but  this  fight  is  by  no  means  common. 

"  One  part  of  the  daily  occupation  of  the  women  is  making  earthen  ware,  which 
they  fafhion  as  dex*eroufiy  as  their  hufbands  ;  they  likewife  make  a  curious  kind  of 
baikets,  of  a  texture  focompat,  as  to  contain  milkj  and  they  alfo  prepare  the  fields 
for  feed,  fentching  the  earth,  rather  than  digging  it,  with  wooden  pick-axes. 

"  The  huts  of  the  CarFrees  are  higher  and  more  commodious,  than  thofe  of  the 
Hottentots  ;  and  are  built  in  the  form  of  a  perfect  hemifphere  ;  they  are  compofed  of 
wooden  work,  very  (Long  and  compact,  covered,  both  within  and  without,  with  a 
mixture  of  earth,  clay,  and  cow-dung.  The  opening  or  door-way,  is  fo  low,  that, 
to  enter  the  dwelling,  you  mud  crawl  on  your  hands  and  knees,  which  makes  iteafier 
to  defend  themfelves  agfinft  animals,  or  the  fudden  attacks  of  an  enemy.  The  hearth 
or  fire-place  is  in  the  centre,  furrounded  by  a  circular  rim,  which  rifes  two  or  three 
inches. 

"  The  lands  of  CafFraria,  either  from  their  fituation,  or  the  number  offmall  rivers 
which  refrefh  them,  are  more  fertile  than  thofe  of  the  Hottentots.  The  CafFrees  prac- 
tice agriculture,  which  proves  that  they  are  not  naturally  wanderers. 

"  I  have  remarked,"  continues  Monfieur  Vaillant,  "  that  notwithftanding  the 
beautiful  forefb  which  adorn  CafFraria,  and  delightful  paftures  which  fpring  up  and 
almoft  cover  the  animals  that  feed  on  them  •,  notwithftanding  thofe  rivers  and  ftreams 
which  crofs  each  other,  in  a  thoufand  difFerent  directions,  to  render  them  rich  and  fer. 
tile  •,  their  oxen,  their  cows,  and  almoft  all  their  animals,  are  much  fmaller  than  thofe 
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of  the  Hottentots,  a  difference  which  undoubtedly  arifes  frcm  the  nature  cf  the  fap, 
and  a  certain  flavour  predominant  in  every  kind  ofgrafs. 

"  Induftry  is  the  leading  trait  in  the  character  of  theCaffrees.  Some  arts,  taught 
indeed  by  necefllty,  a  love  of  agriculture,  with  a  few  religious  dogmas,  diftinguifh 
them  as  a  more  civilifed  people  than  thcfe  towards  the  fcuth.  Circumcifion,  which 
is  generally  pra&ifed  among  them,  proves  that  they  either  owe  their  origin  to  an  an- 
cient people,  or  have  fimply  imitated  the  inhabitants  of  fome  neighbouring  country, 
of  whom  they  have  no  longer  any  remembrance  •,  neither  do  they  ufe  it  (as  they  fay) 
in  sny  relirjious  ormyflical  fenfe.  They  entertain  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  fupreme 
beirg,  and  of  his  power  ;  believe  in  a  future  (late,  where  the  good  will  be  rewarded, 
and  the  wicked  pur.ifhed  •,  but  have  no  idea  of  the  creation,  thinking  the  wcrid  had 
no  beginning,  r.nd  will  ever  continue  in  its  prefent  Mate.  They  have  no  facred  ctte- 
monies,  and  never  pray.  They  inftruct.  their  own  children,  having  no  pikft  ;  but 
inftead  of  them  a  kind  cf  fcrcerers  or  conjurers,   v. horn  they  greatly  revere." 

The  Caffre'es  are  governed  by  a  chief  or  king,  whofe  power  is  very  limited,  as  he 
receives  no  tax,  has  no  troops  at  his  command,  but  being  the  father  of  a  free  people, 
is  neither  attended  nor  feared,  but  refpec'.ed  and  beloved,  and  frequently  poorer  than 
many  of  his  fubjefts.  Being  permitted  to  take  as  many  wives  as  he  pleafes,  who  think, 
it  an  honour  to  belong  to  him,  it  is  neceffiry  that  he  fhould  have  a  large  por. ion  cf 
land  to  cultivate,  and  a  great  number  of  cattle  to  tend  and  feci  ■,  thefe  being  his  only 
refcurces  for  the  maintenance  of  his  numerous  family,  he  is  frequently  in  danger  of 
being  ruined.  His  cabin  is  neither  higher,  nor  better  decorated  than  the  reit  -,  his 
v. hole  family  and  feraglio  live  rouud  him,  compciing  a  group  of  a  dozen  or  fifteen 
huts,  and  the  adjoining  land  is  generally  of  his  own  cultivation. 

It  is  a  cuflom  among  the  CafFrees,  for  each  to  gather  his  own  grain,  which  is  their 
favourite  nourishment,  and  which  thev  grind,  or  rather  crufh  between  two  ffoncs  •,  for 
vyhkh  reafon,  the  families  living  fcparatelv,  each  furrounded  by  his  own  plantation 
cf  corn,  cccafions  a  fmall  horde  fometimes  to  occupy  a  league  iqu.ire  of  ground,  a  cir- 
cumflance  never  fmn  among  the  Hottentots. 

The  principal  weapon  of  the  Caffree,  is  the  lance  or  affavgav,  which  fhows  his 
difpc  fitioq  to  be  at  once  intrepid  and  noble,  defpifing,  as  below  his  courage,  the  en- 
venomed dart,  fc  much  in  ufe  among  his  neighbours  ;  feeking  his  enemy  face  to  face, 
and  never  throwing  his  lance  but  openly.  In  war  he  carries  a  fhield,  of  about  three 
feet  in  height,  made  of  the.  thickeft  part  of  the  hide  of  a  buffalo  ;  this  defends  him 
from  the  arrow  or  aflaygay,  but  is  not  proof  agair.fi  a  mufket  hall.  The  Caffree  alfo 
manages,  with  great  ikill,  a  club  of  about  two  feet  and  a  half  tang,  ma  ie  of  a  folid 
piece  of  wood,  three  or  four  inches  thick,  in  the  larg.fr.  part,  and  gradually  dimjnrfh* 
i<u  towards  one  of  the  ends.  In  a  clofe  engagement,  they  ilrike  with  this  weapon, 
or  frequently  throw  it  to  the  diftance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  paces,  in  which  cafe  it  fel- 
dom  fails  of  the  intended  c-ffccl:. 

The  fevereignty  here  is  hereditary,  the  eldeft  fon  ever  fucceeding..  In  default  of 
male  heirs,  it  is  not  the  king's  brother  who  fucceeds,  but  the  eldeft  nephew,  and  in 
cafe  the  king  fhould  have  neither  children  nor  nephews,  the  chiefs  of  the  different  hor- 
des e!:c°c  a  king.  Upon  theft  cccafions,  a  fpirit  of  party  fometimes  prevails,  which 
gives  rife  to  factions  and  intrigues  that  generally  end  in  bloodflied. 

Polygamy  is  cuflomnry  among  the  Caffiees.  Their  marriages  are  even  mere  fim- 
ple  than  thofe  of  the  Hottentots,  the  parents  of  the  bridegroom  being  always  content 
with  his  choice  ;  the  friends  of  the  bride  are  rather  more  difficult,  but  ftldom  refufe 
their  Content  -,  after  which  they  rejoice,  drink,  and  dance  for  weeks  together,  accord- 
ing to  the  wealth  of  the  families  ;  but  thefe  feafts  are  he'd  only  en  the  flrft  efpoufals. 
'J  hey  have  no  mufica!  inftruments  but  fuch  as  are  ufed  by  the  Hottentots.  As  for 
their  dances,    the  fiep  is  not  unlike  the  Englifh. 
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A;  the  death  of  the  father,  thefons  and  the  mother  divide  the  property  he  has  left 
between  them.  The  daughters,  claiming  nothing;,  remain  at  home  with  their  morher 
or  brother,  unlefs  it  pleaies  fome  man  to  take  them  -,  and,  if  this  circurr.ftance  takes 
place  during  th:  life  of  the  parents,  they  receive  cattle  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of 
their  father.  The  dead  are  feldom  burled,  but  drpofi'ed  in  a  deep  trench,  commo.i 
to  the  whole  horde,  where  the  wild  beads  repair  at  leifure,  which  preferred  the  air 
from  ihofe  noxious  vapours,  which,  othvrwife,  the  putrefaction  would  occafion.  The 
honours  of  burial'are  only  due  to  the  king  or  chief  or  a-^horde.  They  cover  their 
bodies  with  piles  of  ftones,  in  the  form  of  a  dome. 

History.]  The  hiftory  of  Africa  is  'little  known.  "  We  learn  from  the  ancients, 
that  the  inhabitants  were  in  the  fame  rude  fituation,  near  two  thoufand  years  ago,  in 
which  they  are  at  prefent. 

The  Porfuguefe  are  fovereigns  of  the  greater!  part  of  the  coaft,  and  have  a  number 
bf  black  princes  tributaries.  There  are  fome  independent  princes  who  have  extenfive 
dominions,  particularly  the  kings  of  Dahome  and  Widah,  the  mod:  noted  of  any  for 
the  infamous  Have  trade.  Upwards  of  two  hundred  years  have  the  European  nations 
traded,  with  Africa,  in  human  flefh,  and  encouraged,  in  the  Negro  countries,  wars, 
rapine,  defolation,  and  murder,  that  the  Weft-India  islands  might  be  fupplied  with 
flives.  The  annual  exportation  of  poor  creatures  from  Africa  has  exceeded  one  hun- 
dred thoufand,  many  of  whom  are  driven  a  thoufand  miles  to  the  fea  coaft,  their  vil- 
lages being  furrounded,  in  the  night,  by  an  armed  force,  and  the  inhabitants  dragged 
into  perpetual  captivity. 

Or  this  execrable  traffic,  language  is  inadequate  to  paint  the  infamy  and  the  hor- 
rors. It  would,  a  priori,  be  almoft  impoffible  to  conceive,  that  mankind  fhould  be 
fo  far  funk  in  depravity,  as  to  fanftion  fuch  a  complication  of  cruelty  and  villainy  as 
the  flave  trade,  by  the  voice  of  any  legiflature  whatever.  Yet,  mocking  to  relate,  in 
'countries  that  boaft  of  civilization,  refinement,  and. love  of  liberty,  the  utmoft  efforts 
of  the  humane,  have  been  unable  to  terminate  this  odious  traffic.  A  few  fpecious 
palliatives,  whofe  only  effecT:  will  probably  be  to  prolong  the  difbrder  they  are  pre- 
tended to  remedy,  by  difguifing  the  atrocities  perpetrated,  are  all  th.  t  have  been  p  o- 
curtd.  And  there  have  been  men  found,  of  fuffieient  effrontery,  to  attempt  to  draw 
arguments,  in  favogr  of  this  purchafe  of  their  fellow  creatures,  from  humanity  itfelf  ! 

A  fea  officer  lately  vifited  all  the  chiefs  of  the  negroes  in  the  Britifhfettiements,  from 
Santa  Apollonia  to  Athera,  an  extent  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and 
found  the  police  and  punifh  merit  of  all  crimes  regulated  by  the  flive  trade.  Thofe 
■who  commit  crimes  or  trefpaffes  againft  their  laws,  are,  at  the  decifion  of  twelve  el- 
ders, fold  for  Haves  for  the  ufe  of  their  government,  and  the  fupport  of  their  chiefs. 
Theft,  adultery,  and  murder,  are  the  higheft  crimes,  and,  whenever  they  are  de- 
tected, fuhject  the  whole  family  to  flavery.  But  any  individual  condemned  for  the 
crime  of  his  relation,  may  redeem  his  own  perfon,  by  furnifhing  two  flaves  in  his 
room.  When  a  man  commits  one  of  the  above  cardinal  crimes,  all  the  male  part  of 
his  family  are  forfeited  j  if  a  woman,  the  female  part. 
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.F  the  African  iilands,  fome  lie  in  the  Eaftern  or  Indian  Ocean,  and  fome  in  the 
.J  Weftern  or  Atlantic.  We  fhall  begin  with  thofe  in  the  Indian  Ocean  •,  the 
chief  of  which  are  Zocotra,  Babelmandel,  Madagafcar,  the  Comora  Iilands,  Bour- 
bon, and  Mauritius. 
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Zocotra.  This  i (land  is  fituated  in  eaft  Ion.  53,  north  lat.  12,  thirty  leagues 
eaft  of  Cape  Garaefoi,  on  the  continent  of  Africa.  It  is  eighty  miles  long,  and  fifty- 
four  broad,  and  has  two  good  harbours,  where  the  European  fhips  ufed  formerly  to 
put  in  when  they  loft  their  pafiage  to  India.  It  is  a  populous,  plentiful  country,  yield- 
ing moft  of  the  fruits  and  plants  ufually  found  within  the  tropics,  together  with  frai-ik- 
incenfe,  gum-tragacanth,  and  aloes.  The  inhabitants  are  Mahometans,  of  Arab  ex- 
traction, and  are  under  the  government  of  a  prince  or  fheik,  who  is  probably  tributary 
to  the  porte. 

Babelmandcl.  The  ifland  of  Babelmandcl  gives  name  to  the  ftreight  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Red  Sea,  where  it  is  fituated,  in  eaft  Ion.  44-30,  north  lat.  12,  about  four 
miles  from  the  Arabian  and  Abyflinian  ftiores.  The  Abyflinians  and  the  Arabians 
formerly  contended,  with  great  fury,  for  the  poffeflion  of  this  ifland,  as  it  commands 
the  entrance  into  the  South  Sea,  and  preferves  a  communication  with  the  ocean. 
This  ftrait  was  formerly  the  only  pafiage  through  which  the  commodities  of  India 
found  their  way  to  Europe  ;  but,  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the 
trade  by  the  Red  Sea  is  of  litrle  importance.  The  ifland  is  of  fmali  value,  being  a 
barren,  fandy  fpot  of  earth,  not  five  miles  round. 

The  Comora  iflands  are  :  Joanna,  Mayotta,  Mohilla,  Angezeia,  and  Comora  ; 
fituated  between  41  and  46  eaft  Ion.  end  between  10  and  14  fouth  lat.  at  an  equal  dift- 
ance  from  Madagafcar  and  the  continent  of  Africa.  Joanna,  the  chief,  claims  fo- 
vereignty  over,  and  exacts  tribute  from  the  others.  It  is  about  thirty  miles  long  and 
fifteen  broad,  and  affords  plenty  of  provifions,  and  fuch  fruits  as  are  produced  be- 
t.\ee:ithe  tropics.  Eaft-India  fhips,  bound  to  Bombay,  ufually  touch  here  for  rer 
fre/hments.  The  inhabitants  are  negroes  of  the  Mahometan  perfuafion,  and  enter- 
tain ftrangers  with  great  humanity. 

Madagascar.  This  is  the  largeft  of  the  African  iflands,  and  is  fituated  between 
43  and  51  deg.  eaft  Ion.  and  between  to  and  26  fouth  lat.  three  hundred  miles  fouth- 
eaftof  the  continent  of  Africa  ;  being  near  one  thoufand  miles  in  length  from  north 
to  fouth  •,  and  generally  between  two  and  three  hundred  miles  broad.  The  fea  rolls 
with  great  rapidity,  and  is  exceedingly  rough  between  this  ifland  and  the  continent  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  forming  a  channel,  or  paffage,  through  which  all  European 
fhips,  in  their  voyage  to  and  from  India,  generally  pafs,   unlefs  prevented  by  ftcrms. 

Madagafcar  is  a  pleafant  and  fertile  country,  abounding  in  fugar,  honey,  vines, 
fruit-trees,  vegetables,  valuable  gums,  corn,  cattle,  fowls,  precious  ftcnes,  iron,  fome 
filver,  copper,  fteel,  and  tin.  It  affords  an  agreeable  variety  of  hills,  vallies,  woods 
and  champaign  •,  is  watered  with  numerous  rivers,  and  well  ftored  with  fifh.  The  air 
is  generally  temperate,  andfaid  to  be  very  healthy,  though  in  a  hot  climate.  The  in-, 
habitants  are  of  different  complexions  and  religions;  fome  white,  fome  negroes,  fome 
Mahometans,. fome  pagans.  The  whites,  and  thofe  of  a  tawny  complexion,  who  inha- 
bit the  coafts,  are  defcended  from  the  Arabs,  as  is  evident  from  their  language,  and 
their  religious  rites  ;  but  here  are  no  mofques,  temples,  nor  any  ftated  worfhip,  except 
that  they  offer  facrifices  of  beafts  on  particular  occalions  •,  as  when  fick,when  they  plant 
yams,  or  rice,  when  they  hold  their  afTemblies,  circumcife  their  children,  declare  war, 
enter  into  new-built  houfes,  or  bury  their  dead.  Many  of  them  obferve  the  Jewifh  fab- 
bath,  and  give  fome  account  of  the  facred  hiftory,  the  creation  and  fall  of  man,  as  alio 
of  Noah,  Abraham,  Mofes,  and  David  ;  from  whence  it  is  conjectured  that  they  are 
defcended  of  Jews  who  formerly  fettled  here  ;  though  none  knows  how  or  when.  This 
ifland  was  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  French  took  pofleiiion  of  it  in  1642; 
but  the  people,  difliking  their  govcrn.Tie.it,  drove  them  out  in  1651  ;  fince  which  the 
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natives  have  had  the-fole  pofieftion  of  the  ifland,  under  a  number  of  petty  princes, 
who  make  war  upon  each  other  for  flaves  and  plunder. 

Mauritius,  or  Maurice,  was  fo called  by  the  Dutch,  who  firft  touched  herein  1598, 
in  honor  of  prince  Maurice,  their  ftadtholder  •,  but  the  French,  its  prefent  mafters, 
have  given  it  the  name  of  the  isle  of  France.  It  is  fituated  in  eaft  Ion.  56,  fouth 
lat.  20,  about  four  hundred  miles  eaft  of  Madagafcar.  It  is  of  an  oval  form,  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  circumference,  with  a  fine  harbour,  capable  of  holding 
fifty  large  (hips,  fecureagainft  any  wind  that  blows,  and  one  hundred  fathoms  deep  at 
the  entrance.  The  climate  is  extremely  healthy  and  pleafant .  The  vnountains,  of 
which  there  are  many,  and  Come  fo  high,  that  their  tops  are  covered  with  fnow,  produce 
the  beft  ebony  in  the  world,  befides  various  other  kinds  of  valuable  wood,  two  of 
which  greatly  referable  the  ebony  in  quality  ;  one  red,  the  other  yellow  as  wax.  The 
ifland  is  watered  with  feveral  rivers,  well  docked  with  fifh  ;  and  though  the  foil  is 
not  the  moft  fruitful,  it  yields  plenty  of  tobacco,  rice,  and  fruit  j  and  feeds  a  great 
number  of  cattle,  deer,  goats,  and  fheep. 

Bourbon.  The  Ifle  of  Bourbon  is  fituated  In  eaft  Ion.  58,  fouth  lat.  21,  about  three 
hundred  miles  eaft  of  Madagafcar,  and  is  about  ninety  miles  round.  There  are  many 
good  roads  for  ihipping  round  Bourbon,  particularly  on  the  north  and  fouth  fides  ; 
but  hardly  a  fingle  harbour  where  fhips  can  ride  fecure  againft  thofe  hurricanes  which 
blow  during  the  monfoons.  Indeed  the  coaft  is  fo  furrounded  with  blind  rocks,  funk  a 
few  feet  below  the  water,  that  coafting  along  fhore  is,  at  all  times,  dangerous.  On  the 
fouthern  extremity  is  a  volcano,  which  continually  throws  out  flames,  fmoke,  and  ful- 
phur,  with  a  hideous,  roaring  noife,  terrible,  in  the  night, to  mariners.  The  climate 
here,  though  extremely  hot,  is  healthy,  being  refrefhed  with  cooling  gales,  which 
blow,  morning  and  evening,  from  the  fea  and  land  :  fometimes,  however,  terrible 
hurricanes  fhake  the  whole  ifland  almoft  to  its  foundation  ;  but  generally  without  any 
other  bad  confequence,  than  frightening  the  inhabitants.  The  ifland  abounds  in  brocks 
and  fprings,  and  in  fruirs,  grafs,  and  cattle,  with  excellent  tobacco  (which  the  French 
have  planted  there),  aloes,  white  pepper,  ebony,  palm,  and  other  kinds  of  wood,  and 
fruit-trees.  Many  of  the  trees  yield  odoriferous  gums  and  rofins,  particularly  benzoin, 
of  an  excellent  kind,  in  great  plenty.  The  rivers  are  well  flocked  with  fifh,  the  coaft 
with  land  and  fea  tortoifes,  and  every  part  of  the  country  with  horned  cattle,  as  well  as 
hogs  and  goats.  Ambergris,  coral  and  the  moft  beautiful  fhells,  are  found  upon  the 
fhore.  The  woods  are  full  of  doves,  paroquets,  pigeons,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
birds,  beautiful  to  the  eye  and  pleafant  to  the  palate.  The  French  firft  fettled  here 
in  the  year  1672,  after  they  were  expelled  from  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar.  They  have 
now  fome  confiderable  towns  in  the  ifland,  with  a  governor  -,  and  here  their  Eaft  India 
fhips  touch  and  take  in  refreshments. 

There  are  a  great  many  more  fmall  iflands  about  Madagafcar,  and  on  the  eaftern 
eoaft  of  Africa,  laid  down  in  maps,  but  no  where  defcribed. 

Leaving,  therefore,  the  eaftern  world  and  the  Indies,  we  now  turn  round  the  Cape 
©f  Good  Hope,  which  opens  to  our  view  the  Atlantic,  an  immenfe  ocean,  lying  be- 
tween the  two  grand  divifions  of  the  globe,  having  Emope,  Afia,  and  Africa  on  the 
leaft  ;  and  America  on  the  weft  ,  towards  which  divifion  we  now  fteer  our  courfe, 
pouching,  in  our  way,  at  the  following  iflands  upon  the  African  coaft  which  have  not 
jyet  been  defcribed,  viz.  St.  Helena,  Afcenfion,  St.  Matthew,  St.  Thomas's,  Gorec, 
Cape  Verd,  the  Canary  and  Madiera  iflands. 

I  St.  Helena.  The  firft  ifland,  On  this  fide  the  Cape,  is  St.  Helena,  fituated  in 
lyeft  Ion.  6.4,  fouth  lat.  36,  being  twelve  hundred  miles  Weft  of  the  continent  of 
I   Vol.  II.  3  F 


»o*  AFRICAN     ISLANDS. 

Africa,  and  eighteen  hundred  eaft  of  South  America.  Thisifland  is  a  rock  about  twen- 
ty one  miles  in  circumference,  very  high  and  fteep,  and  only  acceflible  at  the  landing 
place,  in  a  fmall  valley  at  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  which  is  defended  by  batteries  of  guns 
planted  level  with  the  water  ;  and  as  the  waves  are  perpetually  dafhing  on  the  fhore, 
it  is  generally  difficult  landing  even  here.  There  is  no  other  anchorage  about  the 
ifland,  but  at  Chapel  Valley-,  and,  as  the  wind  always  blows  from  the  fouth-eaft, 
if  afhip  cverfhootsthe  ifland  ever  fo  little,  flie  cannot  recover  it  again.  The  Englifk 
plantations  here  afford  potatoes  and  yams,  with  figs,  plantains,  bananas,  grapes,  kid- 
ney-bean?, and  Indian  corn  ;  of  the  laft  however,  the  moft  part  is  deftroyed  by  the 
rats,  which  harbour  in  the  rocks,  and  cannot  be  deftroyed  •,  fo  that  the  flour  they  ufe  is 
almoft  wholly  imported  from  England  •,  and,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  they  generally  eat 
yams  and  potatoes  inftead  of  bread.  Though  the  ifland  appears,  on  every  fide,  a  hard, 
barren  rock,  yet  it  is  agreeably  diverfified  with  hills  and  plains,  adorned  with  planta- 
tions of  fruit-trees  and  garden  ftuff.  They  have  great  plenty  of  hogs,  bullocks,  poul- 
try, ducks,  geefe,  and  turkeys,  with  which  they  fupply  thefuilors,  taking,  in  exchange, 
fhirts,  drawers,  or  any  light  cloths,  pieces  of  calico,  filks,  muflins,  arrack,  fugar, 
&c 

St.  Helena  is  faid  to  have  been  firft  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  on  the  feftival  of 
the  emprefs  Helena,  mother  of  the  emperor  Conftantine  the  great,  whofe  name  itftill 
bears.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Portuguefe  ever  planted  a  colony  here.  The  Englifh 
Eaft  India  company  cook  pofleflion  of  it  in  1600,  and  held  it,  without  interruption, 
till  the  year  1673,  when  the  Dutch  took  it  by  furprife.  However,  the  Englifb,. under 
the  command  of  captain  Munden,  recovered  it  again,  within  thefpace  of  a  year,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  took  three  Dutch  Eaft  India  fhips  that  lay  in  the  road.  There  are  about 
two  hundred  families  in  the  ifland,  moft  of  them  defcended  from  Englifh  parents. 
The  Eaft  India  fhips  take  in  Water  and  frefh  provifions  here,  in  their  way  home  ;  but 
the  :fhnd  is  fma'l,  and  the  wind  fo  much  againft  them  outward  bound,  that  they 
then  veryfeldom  fee  it. 

The  company's  affairs  are  here  managed  by    a  governor,   deputy- governor,  and  • 
ftore  keeper,  who  have  ftanding  falaries  allowed  by  the  company,  befides  a  public  ta- 
ble well  furniined,  to  which  all  commanders,  matters  of  fhips,   and   principal  palTen- 
gers  are  welcome. 


Ascension.  This  ifland  :s  fituated  in  7  °  40'  fouth  lat.  and  1 7  '  20'  weft  Ion.  6oomiles 
northweft  of  St.  Helena.  It  received  its  name  from  its  being  difcovered,  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe, on  Afcenfion-day  •,  and  is  a  mountainous,  barren  ifland,  about  twenty  miles 
round  and  uninhabited  ;  but  has  afafe  convenient  harbour,  where  the  Eaft  India 
fhips  generally  touch,  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  turtles  or  tortoifes,  which  are  very 
plentiful  here,  and  vaftly  large,  fome  of  them  weighing  above  a  hundred  pounds.  The 
failors  going  afliore  in  the  night-time,  frequently  turn  two  or  three  hundred  of  th*m 
on  their  backs  before  morning  ;  and  are  fometimes  fo  cruel,  as  to  turn  many  more 
than  they  ufe,  leaving  them  to  die  on  the  fhore. 

St.  Matthew.  This  is  a  fmall  ifland,  lying  in  .6-1  weft  Ion.  and  1-30  fouth  lat. 
three  hundred  miles  to  the  north- eaft  of  Afcenfion,  and  was  alfo  difcovered  by  the 
Portuguefe,  who  planted  and  kept  pofTeflionof  it  for  fome  time  ;  but  afterwards  de- 
ferring it,  this  ifland  now  remains  uninhabited,  having  little  to  invite  other  nations 
to  fettle  there,  except  a  fmall  lake  of  freih  water. 

The  four  following  iflands,  viz,  St.  Thomas,  Princes8  Island,  Annaboa,  and 
Fernandopo,  are  fituated  in  the  gulf  of  Guinea,  between  Congo  and  Benin  ;  all  of 
them  were  firft  difcovexed  by  the   Portuguefe,  and  belong  ftill  to  them  ;  they  furnifh 
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'/hipping  with  frefh  water  and  provisions  as  they  pafs  by.  And,  to  the  honour  of  the 
Portuguefe  government,  and  difgrace  of  the  Weft  India  legiflatures,  there  are  fifteen 
hundred  negro  chriftians  in  St.  Thomas's,  inftru<5ted  to  read  and  write,  who  daily  at- 
tend divine  worfhip,  clean  and  well  clothed. 

Cape  Verd  Islands.  Thefe  iflands  are  fo  called  from  a  cape  of  that  name  on  the 
African  coaft,  near  the  river  Gambia,  oppofite  which  they  lie,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
hundred  miles,  between  23  and  26  degrees  weft  Ion.  and  14  and  18  deg.  north  lat. 
They  were  difcovered  in  the  year  1460,  by  the  Portuguese,  and  are  about  twenty  in 
number  ;  but  fome  of  them,  being  only  barren,  uninhabited  rocks,  are  not  worth 
notice.  St.  Jago,  Bravo,  Fogo,  Mayo,  Bonavifta,  Sal,  St.  Nicolas,  St.  Vincent,  Santa 
Cruz,  and  St.  Antonio,  are  the  moft  confiderable,  and  are  fubject  to  the  Portuguefe. 
The  air,  generally  fpeaking,  is  very  hot,  and  in  fome  of  them  very  unwholefome. 
They  are  inhabited  by  Europeans,  or  the  defendants  of  Europeans,  and  negroes. 

St,  Jago,  where  the  Portuguefe  viceroy  refides,  is  the  moft  fruitful,  beft  inhabited, 
and  largeft  of  them  all,  being  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  circumference  •,  yet  it  is 
mountainous,  and  has  much  barren  land  in  it.  Its  produce  is  fugar,  cotton,  fome  wine, 
Indian  corn,  cocoa-nuts,  oranges,  and  other  tropical  fruits  •,  but  the  plant  of  moft 
confiderable  confcquence  is  madder,  which  grows  in  abundance  among  the  cliffs.  Here 
is  plenty  of  roots,  garden  ftuffs,  hogs,  and  poultry.  Baya,  or  Praya,(famous  for  an  ac- 
tion between  an  Englifh  and  French  fquadron),  fituited  on  the  eaft  fide,  has  a  good 
port,  and  is  feldom  without  mips,  thofe  outward  bound  to  Guinea  or  the  Eaft  Indies, 
from  England,  Holland,  and  France,  often  touching  here  for  water  and  refrefh- 
.ments. 

'In  the  ifland  of  Mayo  or  May,  immenfe  quantities  of  fait  are  made  by  the  heat  of 
the  fun  from  the  fea- water,  which,  at  fpring  tides,  is  received  into  a  fort.of  pan  form- 
ed by  a  fand-bank,  which  runs  along  the  coaft  for  two  or  three  miles.  Here  the  Eng- 
lifh carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  for  fait-,  and  have  commonly  a  man  of  war  to  guard 
the  veffels  that  come  to  load  with  it,  which,  in  fome  years,  amount  to  a  hundred  or 
more.  The  fait  cofts  nothing,  except  for  raking  it  together,  wheeling  it  out  of  the 
pond,  and  carrying  it  on  affes  to  the  boats,  which  is  done  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  Seve- 
ral Britifh  fhips  come  hither  for  a  freight  of  affes,  which  they  carry  to  Barbadoes  and 
other  Weft  India  plantations.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  even  the  governor  and 
priefts,  are  all  negroes,  and  fpeak  the  Portuguefe  language.  The  negro  governor  ex- 
pects a  fmall  prefent  from  every  commander  that  loads  fait. 

The  ifland  of  Fogo  is  remarkable  for  being  a  volcano,  continually  fending  up  ful- 
phureous  exhalations  •,  and  fometimes  the  flame  breaks  forth,  like  JEtna,  in  a  terri- 
ble manner,  throwing  pumice  ftones,  which  annoy  all  the  parts  adjacent. 

Goree  is  fituated  within  cannon  fnot  of  Cape  Verd,  N.  lat.  14  43.  W.  Ion.  17-20, 
and  was  fo  called  by  the  Dutch,  from  an  ifland  and  town  of  the  fame  name  in  Hol- 
land. It  does  not  exceed  two  miles  in  circumference,  but  its  importance  rifes  from 
its  fituation  for  trade,  fo  near  cape  Verd,  and  it  has  been,  therefore,  a  fubjectof  con- 
teft  between  the  European  nations.  It  was  firft  poffeffed  by  the  Dutch  •,  from  whom,  in 
1663,  it  was  taken  by  the  Englifh  ;  but  in  1665,  it  was  rc-taken  by  the  Dutch,  and  in 
1677  fubdued  by  the  French,  in  whofe  poffeffion  it  remained,  till  the  year  1759,  when 
it  was  taken  by  the  Britifh.  It  was  reftored  to  the  French  at  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
J763-  It  was  retaken  by  the  Englifh  in  the  laft  war,  but  again  reftored  at  the  peace 
0*1783. 
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Canaries.  The  Canaries,  anciently  called  the  Fortunr.te  Iflands,  are  (even  in  num- 
ber, and  fituated  between  12  and  19  degrees  weft  Ion.  and  between  27  and  29  degrees- 
north  lat.  about  150  miles  fouth-vveft  of  Morocco.  Their  particular  names  are,  Pal- 
ma,  Hiero,  Gomera,  TenerifFe,  Grand  Can-aria,  Fuertuventura,  and  Langorote.  Thefe 
iflands  enjoy  a  pure,  temperate  air,  and  abound  in  the  moft  delicious  fruits,  efpecially 
grapes,  which  produce  thofe  rich  wines  that  obtain  the  name  of  the  Canary,  where- 
of the  greateft  part  is  exported  to  England,  which,  in  timeof  peace,  is  computed  at 
ten  thoufand  hogfheads  annually.  The  Canaries  abound  with  thcfe  little  beautiful 
birds  that  bear  their  name,  and  are  now  fo  common  and  fo  much  admired  in  Europe- 
and  America  •,  but  their  wild  notes,  in  their  native  land,  far  excel  thofe  in  a  cage  in: 
a  foreign  clime. 

Grand  Canary,  which  communicates  its  name  to  the  whole,  is  about  one  hundred' 
and  fifty  miles  in  circumference,  and  fo  extremely  fertile  as  to  produce  two  harvefts  inv 
a  year.   Teneriffe,  the  largeft  of  thefe  iflands  next  to  that  of  Grand  Canary,  is  about' 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles    round  •,  a  fertile  country,  abounding    in  corn,  wine,, 
and  oil  ;  though  it  is  encumbered  with  mountain^   particularly  the'  Peak.    Captain^ 
Glafs  obferves    that  in  going  to  this  ifland  in  clear  weather,   the  Peak  may   be  eafify 
difcerned  at  one  hundred  and  twenty    miles  diftance,   and   in  failing    from  it,  at  one' 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  Peak  is  of  a  conical  form,    about  fifteen  miles   in  circumfe-- 
rence,  and  thirteen  thoufand  two  hundred   and  fixty-five   feet  perpendicular.       This- 
mountain  is  a  volcano,  and  fometimes  throws  out  fuch   quantities   of  fulphur  and 
melted  ore,  as  to  convert  the  rich  lauds   into  barren  deferts.    Thefe  iflands  were  fii  ft 
difcovered  and  planted  by  the  Carthaginians  ;  but  the  Romans,  deftroyed  that  ftate,, 
put  a  ftop  to  the  navigation  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Africa,  and  the  Canaries  lay  conceal- 
ed from  the  reft  of  the  world  until  they  were  again  difcovered  in   the  year    1405;  by 
the  Spaniards,  to  whom  they  ftill  belong.   It  is  remarkable,  that  though  the  natives  re- 
fembled  the  Africans,  in  their  ftature  and  complexion,  when  the  Spaniards  firft  came' 
among  them,  their  language  was  different  from  that  fpoken  on  the  continent  ;  they 
had  none  of  the  African  cuftoms,  were  mafters  of  no  fcience,  and  did  not  know  there; 
was  any  country  in  the  world  befides  their  own. 

Madeiras.  The  three  iflands  called  the  Madeiras,  are  fituated,  according  to  the 
author  of  Anfon's  voyage,  in  a  fine  climate,  in  32-27  north  lat.  and  from  18-30  to  19- 
50  weft  Ion.  about  one  hundred  miles  north  of  the  Canaries,  and  as-  many  weft  of 
Sallee  in  Morocco.  The  largeft,  from  which  the  reft  derive  the  general  name  of  Ma- 
deiras, is  about  feventy-five  miles  long,  fixty  broad,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  in- 
circumference.  It  is  compofed  of  one  continued  hill,  of  a  considerable  height,  ex~ 
tending  from  eaft  to  weft;  the  declivity  of  which,  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  cultivated- 
and  interfperfed  with  vineyards  •,  and,  in  the  midft  of  this  flope,  the  merchants  have 
fixed  theircountry  feats,  which  from  a  very  agreeable  profpect.  There  is  but  one  con- 
iiderable  town  in  the  whole  ifland,  which  is  named  Fonchal,  feated  on  the  fouth  part 
of  the  ifland,  at  the  bottom  of  a  large  bay  ;  towards  the  fea,  it  is  defended  by  a  high 
wall,  with  a  battery  of  cannon,  and  is  the  only  place,  where  it  is  poffible  for  a  boat  to> 
land  ;.  and  even  here  the  beach  is  covered  with  large  ftones,  and  a  violent  furf  conti~ 
nually  beats  upon  it. 

Though  this  ifland  feems  to  have  been  known  to  the  ancients,  yet  it  lay  concealed 
for  many  generations,  and  was  at  length  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  in  15  19  :  but 
others  aflert,  that  it  was  firft  difcovered  by  an  Englifhman,  in  the  year  1344.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  the  Portuguefe  took  pofTeflion  of  it,  and  are  ftill  almoft  the  only  people  who 
inhabit  it.  The  Portuguefe,  at  their  firft  landing,  finding  it  little  better  than  a  thick 
foreft,  rendered  the  ground  capable  of  cultivation,  by  fetting  fire  to  the  woods  ;  and 
it  is  now  very  fertile,  producing,  in  great  abundance,  the  richeft  wine,  fugar,  themoffc 
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delicate  fruits,  efpecially  oran-rcs,  lemons,  and  pomegranates  *  together  with  corn,  ho- 
ney, and  Wax.  It  abounds  alfo  with  boars  and  other  wild  beafts,  and  with  all  forts 
of  fowls,  befides  numerous  groves  of  cedar  trees,  and  thofe  that  yield  a  juice  called 
dragon's  blood,  maliic,  and  other  gums.  The  inhabitants  of  this  iifle  make  the  beft 
fweetmeats'in  the  world,  and  fucceed  wonderfully  inpreferving  citrons  and  oranges, 
and  in  making  marmalade  and  perfumed  paftes,  which  exceed  thofe  of  Genoa.  The 
fugar  they  make  is  extremely  beautiful,  and  fmells  naturally  of  violets.  This,  indeed, 
is  faid  to  be  the  firft  place,  in  the  weft,  where  that  manufacture  was  fet  on  foot,  and 
from  thence  it  was  carried  to  the  Brafils,  in  America.  The  Portuguefe  not  findino- 
it  fo  profitable  as  at  firft,  have  pulled  up  the  greateft  part  of  their  fugar  canes,  and 
planted  vineyards  in  their  ftead,  which  produce  feveral  forts  of  excellent  wine,  particu- 
larly Madeira,  malmfy,  and  tent  ;  of  which  the  inhabitants  make  and  fell  prodigious 
quantities.  No  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  hogfheads  of  Madeira,  it  is  faid,  are  vearly 
exported,  the  greateft  part  to  the  Weft  Indies,  efpecially  to  Barbadoes,  the  Madeira 
wine  not  only  enduring  a  hot  climate  better  than  any  other,  but  even  being  improv- 
ed, when  expofed  to  the  fun  in  barrels,  after  the  bung  is  taken  out.  It  is  fiid  no  ve- 
nomous animal  can  live  here.  Of  the  other  two  iflands,  one  called  Port  Santo 
lies  at  a  final!  diftance  from  Madeira,  is  about  eight  miles  in  compafs,  and  extremely 
fertile.  It  has  very  good  harbours,  where  fhips  may  ride  with  fafety  againft  all  winds, 
except  the  fouth-weft  ;  and  is  frequented  by  Indiamen  outward  and  homeward  bound. 
The  other  ifland  is  an  inconfiderable,  barren  rock. 

Azores.  Leaving  the  Madeiras,  with  which  we  clofe  the  account  of  Africa,  we 
continue  our  courfe  weftward,  through  this  immenfe  ocean,  which  brings  us  to  the 
Azores,  or,  as  they  are  called,  the  Weftern  Iflands,  which  are  fituated°  between  25 
and  32  degrees  weft  Ion.  and  between  37  and  40  north  latitude,  nine  hundred  miles 
weft  of  Portugal„and  as  many  eaft  of  Newfoundland,  lying  almoft  mid-way  between 
Europe  and  America.  They  are  nine  in  number,  and  are  named  Santa  Maria,  St. 
Miguel,  or  St.  Michael,  Tercera,  St.  George,  Graciofa,  Fayal,  Pico,  Flores,  and 
Corvo.  They  were  dfcovertd  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  by  Jofhua  Van- 
derBerg,  a  merchant  of  Bruges  in  Flanders,  who,  in  a  voyage  to  Lisbon,  was,  by 
ftrefsof  weather,  driven  to  thefe  iflands,  which  he  found  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  and 
called  them  the  Fiemifli  Iflandf.  On  his  arrival  at  Lisbon,  he  boaftedof  this  difcovery, 
on  which  the  Portuguefe  fet  fail  immediately,  and  took  poffeffion  of  them.  To  that 
nation  they  ftill  belong,  and  are  generally  called  the  Azores,  from  the  great  number 
of  hawks  and  falcons  found  among  them.  All  thefe  iflands  enjoy  a  very  clear  and  fe- 
rene  Iky,  with  a  falubrious  air  •,  but  are  expofed  to  violent  earthquakes  and  inunda- 
tions, from  both  which  they  frequently  fuffer  much  damage.  They  are,  however, 
extremely  fertile  in  corn,  wine,  and  a  variety  of  fruits  •,  alfo  in  cattle,  fowl,  and  fifh. 
It  is  faid  that  no  poifonous  or  noxious  animals  breed  on  the  Azores,  and  that  if  carri- 
ed thither,  they  will  expire  in  a  few  hours. 

St.  Michael,  which  is  the  largeft  ;  being  near  one  hundred  miles  in  circumference, 
and  containing  fifty  thoufand  inhabitants,  was  twice  inverted  and  plundered  by  the 
fcnghfli,  ln  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  Tercera  is  the  moft  important  of  thefe 
lUnus  on  account  of  its  harbour,  which  is  fpacious,  and  has  good  anchorage,  but  is 
expo  ed  to  the  fouth  eaft  winds.  It  is^enerally  vifited  by  homeward  bound  fleets  from 
Brafil,  Africa,  and  the  Eaft  Indies.  Its  capital  town,'  Angra,  contains  a  cathedral 
and  five  churches,  and  is  the  refidence  of  the  governor  of  thefe  iflands,  as  well  as  of 
the  biihop. 
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ITS  DISCOVERY  AND  CONQUEST. 


WE  are  now  a  treat  of  a  country  of  great  fertility,  vaft  extent,  and  which, 
though  little  cultivated  by  the  hand  of  Art,  owes,  in  many  refpe&s,  more  to 
that  of  Nature,  than  any  other  divifion  of  the  globe.  The  particular  circumftances  of 
this  country  require,  that  we  mould,  in  fome  meaiure,  vary  our  plan,  and,  before  we 
defcribe  its  prefent  ftate,  unfold  the  caufe  and  manner  of  its  difcovery. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century,  Venice  and  Genoa  were  the  only  powers 
in  Europe  who  owed  their  fupport  to  commerce.  An  interference  of  interefts  in- 
fpired  a  mutual  rivalfhip  •,  but,  in  traffic,  Venice  was  much  fuperior.  She  engroffed 
the  whole  commerce  of  India,  the  moft  valuable  in  the  world  ;  but  then  entirely  car- 
ried on  through  the  inland  parts  of  Afia,  or  by  the  way  of  Egypt  and  the  Red  Sea. 
In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  Columbus,  a  native  of  Genoa,  whole  knowledge  of  the  true 
figure  of  the  earth,  however  attained,  was  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  formed  a  project  of  failing  to  the  Indies  by  a  bold  and  unknown  route, 
and  of  opening  to  his  country,  a  new  fource  of  opulence  and  power.  But  this  propo- 
falof  failing  weftward  to  the  Indies  was  rejected  by  the  Genoefe,  as  chimerics!,  and 
the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded  were  condemned  as  abfurd,  Stung  with  dif- 
appointment  and  indignation,  Columbus  retiied  from  his  country,  hid  his  fcheme  be- 
fore the  court  of  France,  where  his  reception  was  ftill  mure  mortifs'ing,  and  where 
his  views  were  confidered  as  extravagant  and  impracticable.  Henry  VII.  of  England, 
was  his  next  refart  •,  but  the  cautious  politics  of  that  prince  were  unfavourable  to 
great  but  uncertain  defigns.  In  Portugal,  where  the  fpint  of  adventure  and  difcovery, 
about  this  time,  began  to  operate,  he  had  reafon  to  expecl:  better  luccefs.  But  rhe  Por- 
tuguefe  contented  themfelves  with  creeping  along  the  coift  of  Africa,  and  difcover- 
ing  one  cape  after  another  :  they  had  no  idea  of  venturing  boldly  into  the  open  fea, 
and  of  Hiking  much  to  acquire  more.  Such  repeated  difappointments  would  have 
broken  the  fpirit  of  any  man  but  Columbus.  The  expedition  required  expe.ife,  and 
he  had  not  the  means  of  defraying  it.  His  mind,  however,  ftill  remained  firm -,  and 
he  was  infpired  with  that  noble  enthufiafm  which  always  animates  an  adventurous  and 
original  genius  :  he  became  the  more  enamoured  of  his  defign,  the  more  difficulty  he 
found  in  accompliihing  it.  Spain  was  now  his  laft  refource,  'where,  after  eight  years 
attendance  andfolicitation,  he  at  length  fucceeded,  chiefly  through  the  intereft  of  queen 
Ifabella.  Columbus  fet  fail  in  the  year  1492,  with  a  fie.-t  of  three  ihips,  upon  the  moft 
adventurous  attempt  ever  undertaken  by  man,  and  in  the  fate  of  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  two  worlds  were  deeply  interefted*.    In  this  voyage  he  had  a  thoufand  diffi- 

•  Dr.  Robertson  observes,  that  the  armament  of  Colira-  mostly    sail  is,  together  with  a  few  adventurers   who  M* 

bus  was  not  suitable  eith.'r  to  the  dignity  of  the  nation,  by  lowed  the  fortune  of  Columbus,  and  gentlemen  of  Is 

which  it  was  equipped,  or  to  the  importance  of  the  serv.ee  court,  whom  she  appointed   io  accompany  him.     Tl 

for  which  it  was  destined.   It  consisted  of  three  vessels.  The  the  expense  of  the  undertaking,  was  one  of  the  circumstan- 

Santa  Maria,  the  largest,  a  ship  of  no  considerable  burden,  ces  which  chjbfly  alarmed  <  he  court  ot  Spain,  andretai      I 

was  commanded  b)  Columbus,  as  admiral ;  the  other  pwo  so  bn  .                        on  with  Columbus,  the  sum  cm,          I 

were  light  vessels,  hardly   superior   in  burden  or  force  io  in&ttii                        idrcn,  did  uot  amount  to  twenty  thou- 

large  boats.     This  squadron,  if  it  merits  that  name,    was  sand  dollars. 
IfiiSualiedfor  twelve  months,  and  hid  o.i  board  ninety  ai:a, 
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culties  to  encounter  ;  the  moft  alarming  of  which  was  the  variation  of  the  compafs. 
This  phenomenon  now  firft  occurred.  To  fuperftitious  minds,  it  pointed  out  great 
evil.  They  feared  left  heaven  had  refolved  to  rob  them  of  their  only  fure  guide,  now 
when  its  aid  was  moft  neceflary.  His  failors,  always  difcontented,  broke  out  into  open 
mutiny,  threatening  to  throw  him  overboard,  and  infifting  on  their  return.  But  the 
firmnefs  and  addrefs  of  the  commander,  and  much  more  the  difcovery  of  land,  after 
a  voyage  of  thirty-three  days,  put  an  end  to  the  commotion.  It  was  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 2th  of  October,  that  Columbus  defcried  an  ifland,  whofe  flat  and  verdant 
fields,  well  ftored  with  wood,  and  watered  with  many  rivulets,  prefented  the  afpect 
of  a  delightful  country.  The  crew  of  the  Pinta  inftantly  began  the  Te  Deum,  as  a 
hymn  of  thankfgiving  to  God,  and  were  joined  by  thofe  of  the  other  mips,  with 
tears  of  joy,  and  tranfports  of  congratulation.  This  office  of  gratitude  to  heaven 
was  followed  by  an  act  of  juftice  to  their  commander.  They  threw  themfeives  at  the 
feet  of  Columbus  with  feelings  of  felf  condemnation  mingled  with  reverence,  and 
implored  him  to  pardon  their  ignorance,  incredulity,  and  infolence.  After  this  the 
boats  were  all  manned  and  armed,  and  they  rowed  towards  the  ifland  with  their  co- 
lours difplayed,  with  warlike  mufic  and  other  martial  pomp.  As  they  approached  the 
coaft,  they  faw  it  covered  with  a  multitude  of  people,  whom  the  novelty  of  the  fpec- 
tacle  had  drawn  together,  and  whofe  attitudes  and  geftures  expreffed  wonder  and  af- 
toniftiment  at  the  ftrange  objects  which  prefented  themfeives  to  their  view.  Columbus 
was  the  firft  European  who  fet  foot  on  the  new  world,  which  he  had  difcovered.  He 
landed  in  a  rich  drefs,  and  with  a  naked  fword  in  his  hand.  His  men  followed,  and, 
kneeled  down,  they  all  kiffed  the  ground,  which  they  had  fo  long  defired  to  fee ; 
and  took  folemn  pofleflion  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella. 
The  native's  of  the  country  were  at  firft  intimidated,  but  foon  became  familiar  with 
the  Spaniards,  and  trafficked  with  them.  It  was  one  of  the  Bahama  iflands  on  which 
Columbus  had  landed,  and  which  he  called  San  Salvador  ;  but  he  foon  difcovered, 
from  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  that  thefe  could  not  be  the  Indians  he  was  in 
queft  of.  In  fteering  fouthward,  however,  he  found  the  ifland  called  Hispanioia, 
abounding  in  all  the  neceflaries  of  life,  inhabited  by  a  humane  and  hofpitable  people, 
and,  what  was  of  ftill  greater  confequence,  as  it  enfured  his  favourite  reception  at  home, 
promising,  from  fome  famples  he  received,  confiderable  quantities  of  gold.  This 
ifland,  therefore,  he  propofed  to  make  the  centre  of  his  difcoveries  :  and  having  left 
upon  it  a  few  of  his  companions  as  the  ground-work  of  a  colony,  returned  to  Spain 
to  procure  neceflary  reinforcements. 

The  court  was  then  at  Barcelona  :  Columbus  travelled  thither,  from  Seville,  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  the  people,  attended  by  fome  of  the  natives,  and  conveying  the 
gold,  the  arms,  utenfils,  and  ornaments  of  the  country  he  had  difcovered.  This  entry 
into  Barcelona  was  a  fpecies  of  triumph  more  glorious  than  that  of  conquerors,  more 
uncommon,  and  more  innocent.  In  this  voyage  he  had  acquired  a  geyral  knowledge 
of  all  the  iflands  that  lie  between  North  and  South  America;  but  he  had  no  idea 
that  there  was  an  ocean  between  him  and  China.  The  countries,  which  he  had  difco- 
vered, were  confidered  as  a  part  of  India.  Even  after  the  error  which  gave  rife 
to  this  opinion,  was  detected,  and  the  true  pofifion  of  the  new  world  wasafcer- 
tained,  the  name  has  remained,  and  the  appellation  of  Weft  Indies  is  univerfally  given 
to  this  country.  Thus  were  the  Weft  Indies  difcovered  by  feeking  a  paffage  to  the 
Eaft  and  even  after  the  difcovery,  ftill  conceived  to  be  a  part  of  the  eaftern  hemt- 
fpherev  The  prefent  fuccefs  of  Columbus,  his  former  difappointments,  and  the  glory 
attending  fo  unexpected  a  difcovery,  rendered  the  court  of  Spain  as  eager  to  for- 
ward his  defigns  now,  as  it  had  been  dilatory  before.  A  fleet  of  feventeen  fail  was 
immediately  prepared ;  all  the  neceflaries  for  conqueft  or  difcovery  were  embark- 
ed, and  fifteen  hundred  men,  among  whom  were  feveral  of  high  rank  and  fortune, 
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prepared  to  accompany  Columbus,  now  appointed  governor,  with  trie  mod  ampfe 
authority.  It  is  impoffible  to  determine,  whether  the  genius  of  this  great  man,  in  firft 
conceiving  the  idea  of  thefe  difcoveries,  or  his  fagacity  in  the  execution  of  the  plan  he 
had  conceived,  moft  deferves  our  admiration.  Inftead  of  hurrying  from  fea  to  fea, 
and  from  one  ifland  to  another,  which,  agreeably  to  the  vulgar  ambition  ofdifco- 
verers,  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  Columbus,  with  fuch  a  field  before  him,  unable 
to  turn,  on  either  hand,  without  finding  new  objefts  of  curiofity,  determined  rather  to 
turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  court  of  Spain  the  difcoveries  he  had  already  made,  than 
to  acquire  to  himfelf  the  unavailing  applaufe  of  vifiting  a  number  of  unknown  coun- 
tries, from  which  he  lhould  have  reaped  no  other  benefit  than  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
them.  With  this  view,  he  directed  his  courfe  towards  Hifpaniola,  where  he  eftablifhed 
2  colony,  and  erected  forts  on  the  moft  advantageous  grounds  for  fecuring  the  depen- 
dence of  the  natives.  Having  fpent  a  confiderable  time  in  this  employment,  and  la» 
boured  for  the  eftablilhment  of  this  colony  with  as  much  zeal  and  affiduity,  as  if  his 
views  had  extended  no  farther,  he  next  proceeded  to  afceitain  the  importance  of  his 
other  difcoveries,  and  to  examine  what  advantages  were  moft  likely  to  be  derived 
from  them.  He  had  already  touched  at  Cuba,  which,  from  fome  fpecimens,  feemed  a 
rich  country  ;  but  whether  it  was  an  ifland,  or  a  part  of  fome  great  continent,  he 
was  altogether  uncertain.  To  afcertain  this  point  was  the  prefent  object  of  his  atten- 
tion. In  coafting  along  the  fouthern  fhore  of  Cuba,  Columbus  was  entangled  among 
a  multitude  of  iflands,  of  which  he  reckoned  one  hundred  and  fixty  in  one  day. 
Thefe  iflands  were  well  inhabited,  and  abounded  with  all  the  neceffiiries  of  life.  He 
called  them  Jardin  cela  Reina,  or  the  Queen's  garden,  in  gratitude  to  his  royal  bene- 
factrefs.  In  the  fame  voyage,  Jamaica  was  difcoverred.  But  to  fo  many  difficulties  was 
Columbus  expoied,  on  an  unknown  fea,  amidft  rocks  and  (helves,  that  he  returned 
to  Hifpaniola,  without  acquiring  any  certain  information  with  regard  to  Cuba,  the 
main  object  of  the  enterpriie. 

By  the  firft  fuccefs  of  this  great  man,  the  public  diffidence  had  been  turned  into  ad- 
miration •,  but  by  a  continuance  of  the  fame  fuccefs,  their  admiration  degenerated  into 
envy.  His  enemies,  in  Spain,  fetevery  fpring  in  motion  againit  him  :  and  there  is  fcl- 
dom  difficulty  in  finding  fpecious  grounds  of  accufation  againft  fuch  as  are  employed 
in  the  execution  of  exter.five  and  complicated  plans-  An  officer  was  difpatched  from 
Spain,  fitted,  by  his  character,  to  act  the  part  of  a  fpy  and  informer,  and  whofe  pre- 
fence  plainly  demonftrated  to  Columbus  the  neceflity  or  returning  to  Europe,  in  order 
to  remove  the  objections,  and  to  falfify  the  calumny  of  his  enemies. 

It  was  not  without  great  difficulty  that  he  was  enabled  to  fet  out  on  a  third  expe- 
dition, ftill  more  famous  than  thofe  he  had  before  undertaken.  He  de/igned  to  (land 
to  the  (outhward  from  the  Canaries,  until  he  came  under  the  equinoctial  line,  and 
then  to  proceed  directly  weftward,  (hat  he  might  difcover  what  opening  that  might 
afford  to  India.  #  In  this  navigation,  after  being  long  enveloped  in  a  thick  fog,  and 
ftiftering  numberlefs  inconveniences  from  the  exceffive  heats  and  rains  between  the 
tropics,  they  were,  at  length,  favoured  by  a  fmart  gale,  and  went  before  it  feventeen 
days  to  the  weftward.  At  the  end  of  this  t'me,  a  ftaman  faw  land,  which  was  an 
ifland  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  now  called  Trinidad.  Having  pafied  this  ifland,  and 
two  others  which  lie  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Oronoque,  the  admiral  was  furprifed 
at  an  appearance  he  had  never  fcen  before:  this  was  the  frightful  tumult  of  the 
waves,  occafioned  by  a  conflict  between  the  tide  of  the  fea,  and  the  rapid  current  of 
that  immenfe  river.  But,  failing  forward,  he  plainly  difcovered  .that  they  were  in 
frefh  water  ;  and  judging  rightly,  that  it  was  improbable  any  ifland  fhould  fupply  fo 
vaft  a  river,  he  began  to  fufpect  that  he  had  difcovered  the  continent ;  but  when  he 
left  the  river,  and  found  that  the  land  continued  on  to  the  weftward  for  a  great  way, 
he  was  convinced  of  it.  Satisfied  with  this  difcovery,  he  yielded  to  the  uneafinefs  arid 
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remonftrances  of  his  crew,  and  bore  away  for  Hifpaniola.  In  thecourfeof  this  difco- 
very,  Columbus  landed  at  feveral  places,  where,  in  a  friendly  manner,  he  traded  with 
the  inhabitants,  and  found  gold  and  pearl  in  tolerable  plenty. 

About  this  time,  the  fpirit  of  difcovery  fpread  itfelf  widely,  and  many  adventur- 
ers fought  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  advantages  which  the  difcoveries  of  Columbus 
promiftd.  The  Portuguefe  difcovered  Brafil,  which  makes,  at  prefent,  the  moil  valua- 
ble part  of  their  pofieflions.  Cabot,  an  Englifhman,  difcovered  the  north  eaft  coafts, 
which  form  the  united  ftates  of  America  •,  and  Americus  Vefpufius,  a  merchant  of 
Florence,  failed  to  the  fouthern  continent  •,  and  has  had  the  fortune  to  give  his  name 
to  the  new  world,  difcovered  through  the  genius  and  enterprize  of  Columbus.  The 
deprivation  of  the  honour  of  giving  name  to  the"  new  world,  was  one  of  the  fmalleft 
mortifications  to  which  this  great  man  was  expofed.  For  fuch  were  the  clamours  of 
his  enemies,  and  the  ingratitude  of  the  court  of  Spain,  that,  after  difcovering  the 
continent,  and  making  fettlements  in  the  iflands  of  America,  he  was  treated  like  a 
criminal,  and  carried  over  to  Europe  in  irons.  When  he  arrived  in  Spain,  the  court 
were  afhamed  of  their  ungenejous  treatment  of  this  great  man,  and  orders  were  in- 
ftantly  iffued  to  fet  him  at  liberty.  He  vindicated  his  conduct,  in  the  prefenceof  the 
king  and  queen,  in  the  moft  fatisfsctory  manner,  and  gave  ample  evidence  of  the  ma- 
levolence of  his  enemies.  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  exprelTed  their  forrow  for  what  had 
happened,  difavowed  their  knowledge  of  it,  and  joined  in  promifing  protection  and 
future  favour.  Columbus,  however,  retained  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  indignity  with  which 
he  had  been  treated.  The  fitters  that  he  had  been  loaded  with,  were  conftantly  hung 
up  in  his  chamber,  and  he  gave  orders,  that,  when  he  died,  they  fhould  be  buried  in 
his  grave.  But,  notwithstanding  the  ill  treatment  which  he  had  received,  he  under- 
took another  voyage  of  difcovery.  He  underwent,  in  the  courfe  of  it,  great  fatigues  ; 
and  returning  to  Spain,  ended  his  life  at  Valladolid,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1506,  in  the 
fifty- ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  had  the  glory  of  making  the  one  half  of  the  world 
known  fo  the  other  •,  a  glory  fo  much  the  more  precious,  as  it  was  untainted  by  cru- 
elty or  plunder.  The  fucceeding  governors  of  Cuba  and  Hispaniola  endeavoured 
to  purchafe  the  fame  advantages,  by  the  blood  of  the  natives,  which  Columbus  had 
obtained  by  his  good  fenfe  and  humanity.  Thefe  iflands  contained  mines  of  gold.  The 
Indians  alone  knew  where  they  were  fituated  •,  and  the  extreme  avarice  of  the  Spani- 
ards, too  furious  to  work  by  the  gentle  means  of  perfuafion,  hurried  them  to  ads  of 
the  mod;  fhocking  violence  and  cruelty  againft  thofe  unhappy  men,  who,  they  believed, 
concealed  from  them  part  of  their  treafure.  The  flaughter  once  begun,  they  fet  no 
bounds  to  their  fury  •,  in  a  few  years  they  depopulated  Hifpaniola,  which  contained 
three  millions  of  inhabitants  •,  and  Cuba  that  had  about  fix  hundred  thoufand.  Bar- 
tholomew de  las  Cafr.s,  a  witnefs  of  thofe  barbarous  depopulations,  fays,  that  the  Spa- 
niards went  out  with  their  degs  to  hunt  the  natives.  The  unhappy  favages,  almoft 
naked  and  unarmed,  were  purfued  like  deer  in  the  forefts,  devoured  by  do»s,  killed 
by  gun-fhot,  or  furprifed  and  burnt  in  their  habitations. 

'1  he  Spaniards  had  hitherto  only  {lightly  vifited  the  continent  :  from  what  they  faw 
with  their  eyes,  or  learned  by  report,  they  conjectured  that  this  part  of  the  new  world 
would  afford  a  itill  more  valuable  conqueft.  Fernando  Cortez  was  difpatched  from 
Cuba  with  fix  hundred  men,  eighteen  horfes,  and  a  fmall  number  of  field  pieces. 
With  this  inconfiderable  force,  he  propofed  to  fubdue  the  moft  powerful  ftate  on  the 
continent  of  America:  this  was  the  empire  of  Mexico  ;  rich,  extenfive,  and  inhabi- 
ted by  millions  of  Indians,  paflionately  fond  of  war,  and  then  headed  by  Montezu- 
ma, whofe  f?.me  in  arms  ftruck  terror  into  the  neighbouring  nations.  Never  did  a 
true  hiftory  appear  more  improbable  and  romantic  than  that  of  this  war.  The  em- 
pire of  Mexico,  it  is  faid,  had  fubfifted  for  ages  :  its  inhabitants  were  not  rude  and 
barbarous  ;  every  thing  announced  a  polilhcd  and  intelligent  people.     They  knew, 
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likethe  Egyptians  of  old,  that  the  year  cenfifted  nearly  of  three  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  days.  Their  fuperiority  in  military  affairs  was  the  object  of  admiration  and  ter- 
ror through  the  continent  ;  and  their  government  was  founded  on  the  fure  hafis  of 
laws  combined  with  religion.  Mexico,  the  capita!  of  the  empire,  fituated  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  Spacious  lake,  was  the  nobleft  monument  of  American  induftry  •,  it  commu- 
nicated with  the  continent  by  immenfe  caufeways,  which  were  carried  through  the 
lake.  The  city  wasadmired  for  its  buildings,  all  of  (tone,  its  fquares  and  market-place1?, 
the  (hops  which  glittered  with  gold  and  filyer,  and  the  fumptuous  palaces  of  Mon- 
tezuma, fome  erected  on  columns  of  jafper,  and  containing  whatever  was  mod  rare, 
curious,  or  ufefal.  But  all  the  grandeur  of  his  empire  could  not  defend  it  againft  the 
Spaniard?.  Ir.  their  march,  they  met  with  feeble  oppofidon  from  the  nations  along 
the  coaft  of  Mexico,  who  were  terrified  at  their  fir  ft  appearance.  The  warlike  ani- 
mus, on  which  the  Spaniih  officers  were  mounted,  the  artificial  thunder  which  iffuej 
from  their  hands,  the  wooden  caftles  which  had  wafted  them  over  the  ocean,  ftru.ka 
panic  into  the  nitives,  from  which  they  did  not  recover  tili  it  was  too  late.  Wherever 
the  Spaniards  marched,  they  fpared  neither  a~e  nor  fex,  nothing  facred  nor  profane. 
At  lalt,  the  inhabitants  of  Tiafcala,  and  fome  other  ftates  on  the  coaft,  defpairrng  of 
being  able  to  oppofe  them,  entered  into  their  alliance,  and  joined  armies  with  thofe 
terrible,  and,  as  they  believed,  invincible  conquerors.  Cortez,  thus  reinforced,  march- 
ed onward  to  Mexico  ;  and  in  his  progrefs,  difcovered  a  volcano  of  fulphur  and  falt- 
petre,  whence  he  could  fupply  himfelf  with  powder.  Montezuma  heard  of  his  pro- 
grefs, without  daring  to  oppofe  it.  This  fovcreign  is  reported  by  the  Spaniards  to 
have  commanded  thirty  vaffals,  of  whom  each  could  appear  at  the  head  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  combatants,  armed  with -bows  and  arrows,  and  yet  he  durft  not  refill; 
a  handful  of  Spaniards,  aided  by  a  few  Americans,  whofe  allegiance  would  be  Shaken 
by  the  fii  ft  reverfe  of  fortune.  Such  was  the  effect  of  Spanifh  victories,  the  fame  of 
which  always  matched  before  them. 

By  finding  a  rich  prefent  of  gold,  which  only  incrcafed  the  Spanifh  avarice,  Mon- 
tezuma hardened  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  No  opposition  was  made  to  their  entry 
into  his  capital.  A  palace  was  fet  apart  for  Cortez  and  his  companions,  who  were  al-. 
ready  treated  as  matters  of  the  new  world.  He  had  good  reafon,  however,  todiflruft 
the  affected  politeaefs  of  this  emperor,  under  which,  he  fu-'p-ecttd  fame  plot  for  his  de- 
struction -was  concealed.  But  he  had  no  pretence  for  his  violence  ;  Montezuma  loaded 
him  with  kndr.efs,  and  with  gold  in  greater  quantities  than  he  demanded,  and  his 
palace  was  furrounded  wirh  artillery,  the  moft  frightful  of  ail  engines  to  the  Ameri- 
cans. At  laft  a  circumftance  occu'ed,  which  afford ed  Cortez  a  pretext  for  beginning 
hotiliiies.  In  order  to  fecure  a  communication  bv  fea,  to  receive  the  neceflary  rein- 
forcements, he  had  erected  a  tort,  and  left  a  fmdl  garrifon  behind  him  at  Vera. 
Cruz,  which  has  fince  become  an  emporium  of  commerce  between  Europe  and  Ameri-  , 
ca.  He  underttood  that  the  Americans  in  the  neighbourhood  had  attacked  this  gar- 
rifon in  his  abfence,  and  that  a  Spaniard  was  killed  in  the  action  ;  that  Montezuma 
himfelf  was  privy  to  this  violence,  and  had  iffued  orders,  that  the  head  of  the  (lain 
Spaniard  fhould  be  carried  throu£h  his  provinces,  to  deftroy  a  belief,  which  then 
prevailed  among  them  that  the  Europeans  were  immortal.  Upon  receiving  this  intel- 
ligence, Cortez  went  in  perfon  to  the  emperor,  attended  by  a  few  of  his  moft  ex- 
perienced office; s.  Montezuma  pleaded  innocence,  and  Cortez  feemed  extremely  ready 
to  believe  him  ;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  he  alledged  that  the  Spaniards  in  general 
would  never  be  perfuaded  of  it,  unlefs  he  went  with  them  to  their  refidence,  which 
would  remove  all  jealoufy  betwen  the  two  nations.  The  emperor,  taken  by  fur- 
prife,  alTented.  Thus,  a  powerful  monarch,  in  the  midft  of  his  own  palace,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  his  guards,  gave  himfelf  up  a  prifoner,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to 
the  will  of  a  few  gentlemen  who  came  to  demand  him.    Cortez  was  now  polTefied  of 
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an  engine,  by  which  every  thing  might  be  accbnapKfhe^  Th:  Americans  had  the 
hi»heft  refpect,  or  rather  a  fuperftitious  veneration  for  their  emperor.  Cortez,  there- 
fore, by  keeping  him  in  his  power,  allowing  him  to  enjoy  every  mark  of  royalty  but 
his  freedom,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  character,  be- 
ing aMe  to  flatter  all  his  cades  and  pafiions,  maintained  the  eafy  fovereigntv  of  Mexi- 
co, by  governing  its  prince.  Did  the  Mexicans,  grown  familiir  with  the  Spaniards, 
begin  to  abate  of  their  refpect  ?  Montezuma  was  the  firft  to  teach  them  more  defer- 
ence. Was  th  re  a  -tumult  excited,  though  the  cruelty  or  avarice  of  the  Spaniards  ? 
Montezuma  afcended  the  battlements  of  his  prifon,  and  harangued  hii  Mexicans  ir;o 
order  and  fubrr.ifilon.  This  farce  continued  a  long  while  :  but  on  one  occafion,  when 
Montezuma  was  fliamefully  difgracing  his  character,  by  juftifying  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  a  (tone,  from  an  unknown  hand,  (truck  him  on  the  temple,  which,  in  a  few 
days,  occasioned  his  death.  The  Mexicans,  now  delivered  from  this  emperor,  who 
had  cooperated  fo  fcrongly  with  the  Spaniards,  elected  a  new  prince,  the  famous 
Guatirnozin,  who,  from  fhe  beginning,  had  difcovered  an  implacable  animofity  againft 
the  Spanifh  name,  Under  his  conduct,  the  unhappy  Mexicans  rufh-sd  againft  thefe 
very  men,  whom,  a  little  before,  they  appeared  ready  to  worihip.  The  Spaniard?, 
however,  by  the  dexterous  management  of  Cortez,  were  too  firmly  eft.ibiiined,  to  he 
expelled  from  Mexico.  The  imm  :nfe  tribute,  which  the  grandees  of  this  country  hid 
agreed  to  pay  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  amounted  to  fix  hundred  thbafind  mirks  of 
pure  gold,  befides  an  amazing  quantify  of  precious  (tones,  a  fifth  part  of  which  being 
diftribtited  among  the  foldiers,  ftimulated  their  avarice  and  their  courage,  and  made 
them  willing  to  perilh,  rather  than  part  with  fuch  precious  fpoils.  The  Mexicans, 
however,  made  no  fmall  efforts  for  independence  •,  but  their  valour  gave  way  before 
what  they  called  the  Spanilh  thunder.  Guatirnozin  and  the  emprefs  were  taken  pri- 
foneis.  This  prince,  (when  he  lay  ftreached  on  burning  coals,  by  order  of  one  of  the 
receivers  of  the  king  of  Spain's  exchequer,  who  inflicted  the  torture  to  make  him 
difcover  in  what  part  of  the  lake  he  had  thrown  his  riches)  faid  to  his  high-prietl, 
condemned  to  the  fame  punifhment,  and  who  loudly  expreffed  his  fenfe  of  the  pains 
that  he  endured,  "  Do  you  fuppofe  I  lie  on  a  bed  of  rofes  ?"  The  high-prieft  re- 
mained filent,  and  died  in  an  a*5t  of  obedience  to  his  fovereign.  Cortez,  polieiTing  him- 
felf  of  a  fecend  emperor,  made  a  complete  conqueft  of  Mexico  •,  together  with  which, 
the  Caftille  D'Or,  Darien,  and  other  provinces,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards. 
While  Cortez  and  his  foldiers  were  employed  in  reducing  Mexico,  they  received 
intelligence  of  another  great  empire,  fituated  towards  the  equinoctial  line,  and  the 
tropic  of  Capricorn,  which  was  faid  to  abound  in  gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones, 
and  to  be  governed  by  a  prince  ftill  more  magnificent  than  Montezuma.  This  wis 
the  empire  of  Peru,  which  extended  in  length  near  thirty  degrees,  and  was  the  only 
other  country  in  America,  which  deferved  the  name  of  a  civilized  kingdom.  Whe- 
ther it  happened  that  the  Spanifh  government  had  not  received  certain  intelligence 
concerning  Peru,  or  that,  being  engaged  in  a  multiplicity  of  other  concerns,  they  did 
notchocfe  to  adventure  on  new  enterprifes,  certain  it  is,  that  this  extenfive  country, 
more  important  thin  Mexico  itfelf,  was  reduced  by  the  endeavours  and  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  three  private  perfons.  The  names  of  thefe  were,  Francis  Pizarro,  Almagro, 
and  Lucques,  a  wealthy  and  artful  priefc.  The  two  former  were  natives  of  Panama, 
men  of  doubtful  birth,  and  of  low  education.  Pizarro,  the  foul  of  the  enterprife, 
could  neither  read  nor  write.  They  failed  over  into  Spain,  and,  without  difficulty, 
obtained  a  grant  of  what  they  fhou'.d  conquer.  Pizarro  then  fet  out  for  the  conqueft 
of  Peru,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  foot,  fixty  horfe,  and  twelve  fmall  pieces  of  can- 
non, drawn  by  (laves  from  the  conquered  countries.  If  we  reflect  that  the  Peruvians 
naturally  entertained  the  fame  prejudices  with  the  Mexicans,  in  favour  of  the  Spani- 
ards, and  were,  befiies,  of  a  character  ftiil  more  foft  and  unwarlike,  it  need  not  fur- 
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prife  us,  after  what  has  been  faid  of  the  ccnqueft  of  Mexico,  that,  with  this  ircort- 
fiderable  force,  Pizarro  fhould  make  a  deep  imprefh'on  on  the  Peruvian  empire    There 
weje  particular  circumflarces,  likewife,  which  confpired  to  affift  him,   and  which,  as% 
they  difcover   fcmewhat  cf  the  hiflory,  religion,  and  ftate  of  the  human  mind  in  this 
immenfe  continent,  it  may  net  be  improper  to  relate. 

Mango  Capac  was  the  founder  of  the  Peruvian  empire.  He  was  one  cf  thofe  un- 
common men,  who,  calm  and  difpaflionate  themfelves,  can  obferve  the  paflions  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  and  turn  them  to  their  own  profit  or  glory.  He  obferved  that  the 
people  of  Peru  were  naturally  fupeiflitious,  and  had  a  particular  veneration  for  the 
fun.  He  pretended,  therefore,  to  be  defcended  from  that  luminary,  whofe  worfhip  he 
was  fent  to  eftablifh,  and  whofe  authority  he  was  entitled  to  bear.  By  this  ftory,  ro- 
il antic  as  it  appears,  he  eafily  deceived  a  credulous  people,  and  brought  a  large  ex- 
tent cf  territory  under  his  jurifciction  •,  a  larger  ftil!  he  fubdued  by  his  arms-,  but 
he  employed  both  force  and  deceit  for  the  mod  laudable  purpefes.  He  united  and 
cvilized  the  diftrefTed  and  barbarous  people ;  he  introduced  among  them  laws  and 
arts;  he  foftened  them  by  the  irftruction  of  a  benevolent  religion  ;  in  lhort,  there 
v. as  no  part  of  America,  where  agriculture  and  the  arts  were*  fo  aliiduoufly  cultivat- 
ed, and  where  the  people  were  of  fuch  mild  and  ingenuous  manners.  A  race  of  princes 
fucceeded  Mango,  ciftirguifhed  by  the  title  of  yncas,  and  revered  by  the  people  as  de- 
fendants cf  their  great  god,  the  fun.  The  twelfth  of  thefe  was  now  on  the  throne, 
and  named  Atsbalipa.  His  father,  Guaiana  Capac,  had  conquered  the  province  of 
Quito,  which  row  makes  a  part  of  Spanifh  Peru.  Tofecure  himfelf  in  the  pofTeffion, 
he  had  married  the  daughter  of  the  natural  prince  of  that  country  ;  and  of  this 
marriage  was  fprung  Atabalipa.  His  elder  brother,  named  Heufcar,  of  a  different  mo- 
ther, had  claimed  the  fuccefTion  of  the  whole  of  his  father's  dominions,  not  excepting 
Quito,  which  devolved  on  the  younger  by  a  double  connexion.  A  civil  war  had  been 
kindled  on  this  account,  which,  after  various  turns  of  fortune,  and  greatly  weaken- 
ing the  kingdom,  ended  in  favour  of  Atabalipa,  who  detained  Heufcar,  as  a  pri- 
foner,  in  the  tower  cf  Cufca,  the  Capital  of  the  Peruvian  empire.  In  this  feeble  and 
disjointed  ftate  was  the  kingdom  of  Peru,  when  Pizarro  advanced  to  it.  Ominous  pre- 
dictions, too,  joined  their  force  to  human  calamities.  Prophecies  were  recorded,  dreams 
were  recollected,  which  foretold  the  fubjection  of  the  empire  by  unknown  perfons, 
whofe  defcription  was  fuppofed  to  correlpond  with  the  appearance  of  the  Spaniards. 
In  thefe  circumilances,  Atabalipa,  inftead  of  oppofing  the  Spaniards,  exerted 
himfelf  to  procure  their  favour.  Pizarro,  however,  whole  temper  partook  of  the 
meannefs  of  his  education,  had  no  conception  of  dealing  gently  with  thofe  he  called 
barbarians  ;  but  who,  however,  though  lefs  acquainted  with  the  cruel  art  of  deftrcy- 
ing  their  fellow  creatures,  were  more  civilized  than  himfelf.  While  he  was  en- 
gaged in  conference,  therefore,  with  Atabalipa,  his  men,  as  they  had  been  previoufly 
intlrucled,  furioufly  attacked  the  guards  of  that  prince,  and,  having  butchered  five 
thoufand  of  them,  as  they  werepreffing  forwards,  without  regard  to  their  particular 
fafety,  tc  defend  the  facred  perfon  of  their  monarch,  feized  Atabalipa  himfelf,  whom 
they  carried  off  to  the  Spanifh  quarters.  Pizarro,  with  the  fovereign  in  his  power, 
might  already  be  deemed  the  mafter  of  Peru  :  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  cow/try 
were  as  flrongly  attached  to  their  emperor,  as  the  Mexicans  themfelves.  Atabalipa 
was  not  long  in  their  hands,  before  he  began  to  treat  of  his  ranfom.  On  this  occafion, 
the  ancient  ornaments,  amafTed  by  a  long  line  of  magnificent  kings,  the  hallowed  trea- 
fures  of  the  moft  magnificent  temples,  were  brought  out  to  lave  him,  who  was  the  fup- 
port  cf  the  kingdom  and  of  the  religion.  While  Pizarro  was  engaged  in  this  negocia- 
tion,  by  which  he  propofed,  without  releafing  the  emperor,  to  pet  into  his  pofleliion 
an  in  menfe  quantity  of  gold,  the  arrival  of  Almagro  caufed  feme  embarrafment  in 
fcis  affairs.     1  he  friendibip,  cr  rather  the  external  ihow  of  friendihip,  between  thefe 
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men,  was  folely  founded  on  the  principle  of  avarice,  and  a  bold,  enterpriflng  fpirit,  to 
which  nothing  appeared  too  dangerous,  that  might  gratify  their  ruling  paffion.  When 
their  interefts,  therefore,  happened  to  interfere,  no  meafure  could  be  kept  between 
them.  Pizarro  expected  to  enjoy  the  moft  considerable  fhare  of  the  treafure  arifing 
from  the  emperor's  ranfom,  becaufe  he  had  the  chief  merit  in  acquiring  it.  Almagro 
infixed  on  being  upon  an  equal  footing  :  and  at  length,  left  the  common  caufe  might 
fuffer  by  a  rupture  between  them,  this  arrangement  was  agreed  to.  The  ranfom 
was  paid  without  delay,  afum  exceeding  their  conception,  but  not  fufficient  to  gratify 
their  avarice.  It  amounted  to  above  fix  millions  of  dollars,  in  value.  On  the  dividend 
after  deducting  a  fifth  for  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  (hares  of  the  chief  commanders 
and  officers,  each  private  foldier  had  abcut  the  value  of  nine  thoufand  dollars.  With 
fuch  fortunes,  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  that  a  mercenary  army  would  patiently  fub- 
mit  to  the  rigours  of  military  difcipline.  They  infified  on  being  difbanded,  that  they 
might  enjoy  the  fiuits  of  their  labour  in  quiet,  i  izarro  complied  with  this  demand  -, 
fenfible  that  avarice  would  ftill  detain  many  in  his  family,  and  that  thofe  who  return- 
ed with  fuch  immenfe  fortunes,  would  induce  new  adventurers  to  purfue  the  fame 
road  to  wealth.  Thefe  wife  reflections  were  abundantly  verified  ;  it  was  impoffible  to 
fend  better  recruiting-officers  than  thofe  who  hnd  themfelves  fo  rvuch  profited  by  the 
field  ;  new  foldiers  conftuntly  arrived,  and  the  Spanifh  armies  never  wanted  reinforce- 
ment. 

This  immenfe  rnnfom  was  only  a  f&rther  reafon  for  detaining  Atabalipa  in  confine- 
ment, until  they  difcove  red  whether  he  had  another  treafure  to  gratify  their  ava- 
rice. But  whether  they  believed  he  had  no  more  to  give,  and  were  unwilling  to  em- 
ploy their  troops  in  guarding  a  prince,  from  whom  they  expected  no  farther  advan- 
tage, or  that  Pizarro  had  conceived  an  averfion  againft  the  Peruvian  emperor,  on  ac- 
count of  feme  ir.ftarces  of  ciatt  and  duplicity,  which  he  obferved  in  his  character, 
and  which  he  conceived  might  prove  dangerous  to  his  affairs,  it  is  certain,  that  by 
his  command,  Atabalipa  was  put  to  death.  To  juftify  this  cruel  proceeding  a  fham 
charge  was  exhibited  againft  the  unhappy  prince,  in  which  he  wasnecufed  of  idolatrv 
of  having  many  concubines,  and  other  circumftances  equally  impertinent.  The  onfy 
juft  ground  of  acculation  againft  him  was,  that  his  brother  Huefcar  had  been  put  to 
dea'h  by  his  command  ;  and  even  this  was  confderably  palliated,  becaufe  Huefcar 
had  been  plotting  his  deftruction,  that  he  might  eftablifh  himf&lf  on  the  throne.  Upon 
the  death  of  the  ynca,  a  number  of  condidates  appeared  for  the  throne.  The  prin- 
cipal nobility  fet  up  the  fuil  brother  of  Huefcar -,  Pizarro  fet  up  a  fon  of  Atabalipa  j 
and  two  generals,  of  the  Peruvians,  endeavouredto  eftablifh  themfelves  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  army.  Thefe  diftractiens,  which,  in  ether  circumftances,  would  have  been 
extremely  hurtful,  were  at  prefent  rather  advantageous  to  the  Peruvian  affairs.  The 
candidates  fought  againft  ea-ch  other  ;  their  battles  accuftomed  thefe  harmkfs  people 
to  blood  v  and  in  the  courfe  of  thofe  quarrels  among  themfelves,  the  inhabitants  of 
Peru  affumed  fome  courage  againft  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  regarded  as  the  ulti- 
.*mate  caufe  of  their  calamities.  The  loffes  which  the  Spaniards  met  with,  in  thefe 
quarrels,  though  inconfiderable  in  themfelves,  were  rendered  dangerous,  by  leffening 
the  opinion  of  their  invincibility,  which  they  had  been  careful  to  preferve  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  new  world.  This  confideration  engaged  Pizarro  to  conclude  a 
truce  ;  and  this  interval  he  employed  in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  famous  city  of 
Lima,  and  in  fettling  the  Spaniards  in  the  country.  But  as  foon  as  a  favourable  op- 
portunity offered,  he  renewed  the  war  againft  the  India.is,  and  after  many  difficul- 
ties, made  himfelf  mafter  of  Cufco,  the  capital  of  the  empire.  While  he  was  engag- 
ed in  thefe  conquefts,  new  grants  and  fupplie3  arrived  from  Spain.  Pizarro  obtained 
two  hundred  leagues  along  the  fea-coaft,  to  the  fouthward  of  what  had  been 
before  granted,  and  Almagro  two  hundred  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Pizarro's  go- 

yoi.  ii.  3 1  & 


2i4  AMERIC  A. 

vernment.  This  divifiow  oecafio.ned'a  warm  difpure  between  them  ,  each  reckoning 
Cuke  wi"hin  his  own  diftric't.  jut  the  dexterity  of  Pizarro  brought  about  a  reconci- 
liation. He  perfuadcd  his  rival,  thjlt though  the  country,  which  really  belonged  to  nirn, 
lay  to  thefouthward  or  Cufco,  it  war.  equrly  rich  and  fertile,  and  might  be  as  ea&iy 
conquered  as  Peru.    He  offered  him  his  affiftance  in  the  expedition. 

Aimagro,  that  he  might  have  the  honour  of  fubduing  a  kingdom  for  himfeif,  lis- 
tened to  his  advice;  and,  joining  as  raahv  oflPizarro's  troops  to  his  own  as  he  judg- 
ed neceffaty,  penetrated,  with  great  danger  and  difficulty,  .into  Chiil  *,  holing  many  of 
his  men,  as  hepaffcd  over  mountains  of  an  immenfe  height,  and  always  covered  with 
fnow.  He  reduced,  however,  a  Very  considerable  pajptof  the  country.  Butthe  Pe- 
ruvians were  now  become  too  much  acquainted,  with  war,  net  to  take  advantage  ofthe 
divificn  of  the  Spanifh  troops.  They  made  no  effort  for  regaining  their  capital,  in 
which,  Pizarro  being  indifpofed,  and  Aimagro  removed  at  great  dhb.nce,  they  nearly 
Succeeded.  The  latter  however,  no  fooner  get  notice  of  the  ftege  of  Cufco  t 
relir.cuiming  all  viifrs  of  diftant  conquefts,  he  returned  to  Secure  the-grand  abject  of 
his  former  labours.  He  raifed  the  Siege  with  infinite  Slaughter  of  the  afTaiknts  ; 
but  having  obtained  no&fhon  ofthe  city,  he  was  unwilling  to  give  it  up  to  Kzarro, 
who  now  approach*.-,  .vith  an  army,  and  knew  of  no  enemy  but  the  { 
uiirute  occafroned  a  long  and  bloody  Struggle  between  the  two  SpaniSh  genesis,  in 
which  the  turns  of  fortune  were  vaiious,  and  the  refentment  fierce  en  both  fides,  be- 
caufe  the  fate  of  the  vanquished  was  certain  death.  This  was  the  lot  of  Aimagro,  who, 
a:  an  advanced  age,  fell  a  victim  to  the  fecurity  of  a  rival,  in  whofe  dangers  and  tri- 
umphs he  had  long  fhared,  and  with  whom,  from  the  beginning  ofthe  enterpnfe,  he 
had  been  intimately  connected.  During  the  courfe  of  this  civil  war,  many  Peruvians 
feryed  i.i  the  SpaniSh  armies,  and  learned,  from  tire  practife  ortite  christians,  to  butch- 
er one  another.  That  blinded  nation,  however,  at  length  opened  their  eves,  and  took  a 
very  remarkable  refalution.  They  faw  the  ferocity  of  the  Europeans,  their  uncxtin- 
guifhable  refentment  and  avarice,  and  they  conjectured  that  thefe  paSfionS  would 
never  permit  their  comefls  to  fubSide.  Let  us  retire,  (aid.  they,  from  among  them  y 
let  us  fly  to  our  mountains  •,  they  will  fpeedily  deftroy  each  other  ;  and  then  we  may 
return  in  peace  to  our  former  habitations.  The  resolution  was  inilantly  put  in  practife; 
the  Peruvians  difperfed,  and  left  the  Spaniards  in  their  capital.  Had  the  force,  on  each 
fide,  been  exactly  equal,  this  fingular  policy  ofthe  natives  of  Peru  might  have  been 
attended  with  fuccefs.  But  the  victory  of  Pizarro  put  an  end  to  Almagro's  life,  and 
to  the  hopes  of  the  Peruvians,  who  have  never  Since  ventured  to  oppofe  the  Spa- 
niards. 

Pizarro,  now  fole  maSrer  ofthe  field,  and  ofthe  mod:  extend  ve  empire  in  the  world, 
was  Still  urged  on,  by  his  ambition,  to  undertake  new  enterprises.  The  Southern 
countries  of  Ameiica,  into  which  he  had  fometime  before  difpatched  Aimagro,  of- 
fered the  richeft  conqueft.  Towards  this  quarter,  the  mountains  of  Potofi,  compofed 
almoft  of  entire  filver,  had  been  difcovered,  the  fhell  of  which  only  remains  at  prefent. 
He  therefore,  followed  the  tract  of  Aimagro  into  Chili,  and  reduced  another  part  of 
that  country.  Orellana,  one  of  his  commanders,  palled  the  Andes,- and  failed  down  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Amazon  :  an  immenfe  navigation,  which  difcovered  a  rich 
and  delightful  country  ;  but,  as  itis  mollly  flat,  and  not  abounding  in  minerals,  the 
Spaniards  then,  and  ever  Since,  neglected  it.  Pizarro,  meeting  with  uninterrupted 
fuccefs,  and  having  no  fuperior  to  controul,  nor  rival  to  keep  "him  within  bounds, 
now  gave  loofe  reins  to  the  natural  ferocity  of  his  temper,  and  exercifed  the  bafeft 
tyranny  and  cruelty  againft  all  who  had  not  concurred  in  his  defigns.  This  conduct: 
raifed  a  confpiracy  againft  him,  to  which  he  fell  a  facrifice  in  his  own  palace,  and  in- 
the  city  of  Lima,  which  he  himfeif  founded.  The  partifar.s  of  old  Almagro,de- 
ckredhis  fon,  of  the  fame  name,  their  viceroy.     But  the  greater  part  of  the  nation, 
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though  extremely  well  fatisfied  with  the  fate  of  Pizarro,  did  not  concur  in  this  de- 
claration. They  waited  the  orders  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  then  king  of  Spain 
who  fent  over  Vaca  di  CaStro  as  governor.  This  man,  by  his  integrity  and  wifdom 
was  well  fitted  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  colony,  and  top'ace  every  thing  on  the 
moft  advantageous  footing,  both  for  it  and  for  the  mother  country.  By  his  prudent 
management,  the  mints  of  La  Plata  and  Potofi,  which  were  formerly  an  objec~t  of  pri- 
vate p'.undc  r,  became  of  public  utility  to  the  court  of  Spain.  The  parties  were  filen'c - 
ed  or  crufhed  ,  yotjVig  Almagro,  who  would  fubmit  to  no  terms  of  accommodation, 
Was  put  to  death;  and  &  tranquillity,  Since  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniard's  unknown, 
was  reStcred  to  Peru.  It  feems,  however,  that  Di  CaStro  had  not:  been  fufficientiy  Skil . 
Jed  in  gaining  the  favour  of  the  Spanifh  miniitry,  by  proper  tribes  or  promifes, 
which  the  ministry  expected  from  the  governor  of  fo  rich  a  country.  By  their  advice, 
a  council  was  font  over  to  ccntroul  Di  Cailro,  and  the  peace  of  the  colony  was  again 
d'ilurbed,  the  flame  of  party,  but  juft  extinguished,  began  to  blaze  anew  ;  and  Gon- 
zal'o,  the  brother  of  the  famous  Pizarro,  fet  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  brother's  par- 
tifans,  with  whom  many  new  malcontents  had  united.  Itwas  now  no  longer  a  difpute 
between  governors  about  the  bounds  of  their  jurifdietion.  Gonzalo  Pizarro  only 
pa;d  a  nornind  fubmiliio.n  to  the  king.  He  acquired  ftrength  daily  ;  and  even  went 
fo  tar  as  to  behead  a  governor  who  was  fent  over  to  curb  him.  He  gained  the  confi- 
dence of  the  admiral  of  the  Spaniih  fleet  in  the  South  Seas,  by  whofe  means  hepro- 
pofed  to  hinder  the  landing  of  any  troops  from  Spain  ;  and  he  had  a  view  of  uniting 
the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  in  his  revolt. 

Such  was  the  Situation  of  affairs,  when  the  court  of  Spain,  fenfible  of  its  miflake 
in  not  fending  to  America  men  of  character  and  virtue,  difpatched,  with  unlimited 
powers,  Peter  de  la  Gafga,  a  man  differing  only  from  Caftro, in  being  of  a  more  mild 
and  iniinuating  behaviour,  but  with  the  fame  love  of  juStice,  the  famegreatnefs  of  foul, 
and  the  fame  disinterested  fpirit.  Allthofe,  who  had  not  joined  in  the  revolt,  flocked  to 
his  Standard  ;  many  of  Pizarro' s  friends^  charmed  with  the  behavior  of  Gafga,  for- 
fook  their  old  connexions  ;  the  admiral  was  gained  over,  by  insinuation,  to  return  to 
his  duty  ;  and  Pizarro  himfelf  was  offered  a  full  indemnity,  provided  he  Should  re- 
turn to  his  allegiance  to  the  Spanifh  crown.  But  fo  intoxicating  is  the  profpect  of 
royalty,  that  Pizirro  was  inclined  to  run  every  hazard,  rather  than  Submit  to  an  offi- 
cer of  Spain,  With  thofe  of  his  partisans,  therefore,  who  Still  continued  attached  to 
his  intereft,  he  determined  to  venture  a  battle,  in  which  he  was  conquered  and  taken 
prifoner.  His  execution  followed  Coon  after  •,  and  thus  the  brother  of  him,  who  con- 
quered Peru  for  the  crown  of  Spain,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  Security  of  the  SpaniSh  do- 
minion over  that  country. 

The  conqueft  of  the  great  empires  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  is  the  only  part  of  the 
American  hiftory  which  deferves  to  betreated  under  the  prefent  head.  What  relates 
to  the  reduction  of  other  parts  of  the  continent,  or  of  the  islands,  if  it  contains  in- 
struction or  entertainment,  Shall  be  introduced  when  we  come  to  treat  of  thofe  par- 
ticular countries.  We  now  proceed  to  examine  the  manners,  government,  religion, 
and  whatever  cornpofes  the  character  of  the  natives  of  America  :  and  as  tbefe  are  ex- 
tremely Similar  all  over  this  part  of  the  Globe,  we  Shall  Speak  of  them  in  general,  in  or- 
der to  fave  continual  repetitions  •,  noticing,  at  the  fame  time,  when  we  enter  upon  the 
defcription  of  the  particular  countries,  whatever  is  peculiar  or  remarkable  in  the  in- 
habitants. 


( «<> ) 
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THE  difcovery  of  America  has  not  only  opened  a  new  fource  of  wealth  to  the 
commercial  part  of  Europe,  but  an  extenfive  field  of  fpeculation  to  thephilofo- 
pher,  who  would  trace  the  character  of  man  under  various  forms  of  fociety,  and  ob- 
ferve  the  movements  of  the  human  heart,  or  the  operation  of  the  human  undemand- 
ing, when  untutored  by  fcience  and  untainted  by  corruption.  So  ftriking  feemed  the 
difparity  between  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  and  the  natives  of  America,  that  fome 
fpeculative  men  have  ventured  to  affirm,  that  it  is  impoflible  they  fhould  be  of  the 
fame  fpecies,  or  derived  from  one  common  fource.  This  conclufion,  however,  is  pre- 
cipitate and  erroneous*.  The  characters  of  mankind  may  be  infinitely  varied,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  degrees  of  improvement  at  which  they  are  arrived,  the  manner 
in^which  they  acquire  the  neceflaries  of  life,  the  force  of  cuftom  and  habit,  and  a 
multiplicity  of  other  circumftances  too  particular  to  be  mentioned,  and  too  various  to 
be  reduced  under  any  general  head.  But  the  great  outlines  of  humanity  are  to  be  dif- 
covered  among  them  all,  notwithstanding  the  various  fnades  with  charafterife  nations, 
and  dift'nguifh  them  from  each  other. 

When  the  thirft  of  gold  carried  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  acrofs  the  Atlantic, 
they  found  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  world  immerfed  in  what  they  reckoned 
barbarity  •,  but  which,  however,  was  a  ftate  of  independence  and  fimplicity.  Ex- 
cept the  inhabitants  of  the  great  empires  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  who,  comparative- 
ly fpeaking,  were  refined  nations,  the  natives  of  America  were  unacquainted  with 
al moil  every  European  art  :  even  agriculture  itfelf,  the  moft  ufeful  of  them  all,  was 
hardly  known  or  cultivated  very  fpa.-ingly.  The  only  kind  of  labour,  on  which  they 
depended  for  acquiring  the  neceflaries  of  life,  was  that  of  hunting  the  wild  an- 
nimals,  which  their  mountains  and  forefts  fupplied  in  great  abundance.  This  ex- 
ercife,  which,  among  them,  is  a  moft  ferious  occupation,  gives  a  ftrength  and  agility 
to  their  limbs,unknown  among  other  nations.  Their  mufcles  are  firm  and  ftrong  •,  their 
features  are  regular,  but  their  countenances  fierce  :  their  hair  long,  black,  coarfe,  &nd 
ft  ong.  The  colour  of  their  fkin  refembles  that  of  copper,  admired  among  them,  and 
heightened  by  the  conftant  ufe  of  bears'  fat  and  paint.  The  character  of  the  Indians  is 
altogether  founded  upon  their  ftate  of  fociety  and  mode  of  living.    A  people  who  are 

*  It  is  no  uncommon  thing,  even  for  men  of learning  and  added  to  their  utter  aversion  to  every  idea  of  slavery,  which 
talents,  when  under  the  influence  of  local  attachment,  to  they  early  annex  to  the  government  of  the  white,  or,  asin 
draw  conclusions,  as  arising  from  observation,  and  close  their  language,  it  is  literary  expressed,  the  accursed  people, 
attention  to  a  subnet,  which  on  a  longer  acquaintance  and  all  had  a  tendency  to  prevent  European  strangers  from  gain- 
more  accurate  investigation,  prove  to  be  merely  the  effect  of  in  J  any  adequate  knowledge  of  their  real  character  as  a  peo- 
ignorance  of  the  necessary  fails,  or  want  of  application  pie  But  those,  who  have  been  born  in  their  neighbour- 
to  discover  the  proper  result.  The  Europeans  appear,  in  hood,  and  brought  up  in  hal  its  of  intimacy  and  friend- 
general,  to  be  greatly  exposed  to  this  charge,  in  their  ship  with  them,  and  in  regard  to  whom  all  reserve  and  sms- 
observations  on  foreign  countries  and  their  productions ;  and  picion  were  done  away,  toon  discovered,  in  these  children  »f 
this  has  given  rise  to  many  crude  and  unfounded  histories  Nature,  such  strong  traces  of  superior  powers  cfmind,  in 
published  in  Europe,  of  the  aborigines  of  America,  and  the  those  things  in  which  their  necessities  and  customs  had  cal- 
natural  productions  of  this  ft  rtile  quarter  cf  theglobe.  led  them  to  exercise  their  talents,  as  to  lead  them  to  return" 
A  total  ignorance  of  the  language  of  the  natives,  the  the  compliment,  when  contrasted  with  the  Europeans  in 
difficulty  attending  the  obtaining  any  tolerable  acquaintance  general,  and  to  consider  the  white  people  in  common,  as 
with  their  customs,  phrases,  habits,  and  manners,  their  knowing  but  little  of  importance  to  the  well  being  ef  man, 
jealousy  of  strangers,  their  profound  silence  on  necessary  except  the  discovery  of  a  few  useful  manufactures. 
•   eccasions,  andsecrecy  with  regard  to  their  domestic  affairs. 
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coriftantly  employed  in  procuring  the  means  of  a  precarious  fubfiftence,  who  live  by' 
hunting  wild  animals,  and  who  are  generally  engaged  in  war  with  their  neighbours, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  enjoy  much  gaiety  of  temper,  or  a  high  flow  cf  fpirits.  The 
Indians,  therefore,  are,  in  general,  grave,  even  to  fadnefs  ;  they  have  nothing  of  that 
giddy  vivacity  peculiar  to  fome  nations  of  Europe,  and  they  defpife  it.  Their  beha- 
viour to  thofe  about  them  is  regular,  modeft,  and  refpecfiiul.  Ignorant  of  the  arts  of 
amufement,  of  which  that  of  faying  trifles  agreeably  is  one  of  the  rnoft  confiderable, 
they  never  (peak  but  when  they  have  femething  important  to  obferve  ;  and  all  their 
actions,  words,  and  even  Icolcs,  are  attended  with  fome  meaning.  This  is  extiemely 
natural  to  men  who  are  almoft  continually  engaged  in  puvfuits,  which  to  them  are  of 
the  hisrheft  importarxe.  Their  fubfiftence  depends  entirely  en  what  they  procure  with 
their  hands  ;  and  their  lives,  their  honour,  and  every  thing  dear  to  them, .  may  be  loft 
by  the  fmalleft  inattention  to  the  defigns  of  their  enemies.  The  cabins  or  huts  of  each 
nation  or  trihe,  are  moflly  placed  near  each  other,  and  form  frnall  towns.  AbcuC 
thefe  -they  kill  the  trees  by  girdling  them.  The  women  then  fcratch  up  the  ground, 
and  plant  their  corn.  The  natural  luxuriance  of  the  foil  brings  forward  their  crop  with 
little  further  attention  or  labour.  The  different  tribes  or  nations  are  extremely 
fnialJ,  when  compared  with  civilized  focieties,  in  which  induftry,  arts,  agriculture,  and 
commerce,  have  uniteda  vad  number  of  individuals,  whom  a  complicated  luxury,  ren- 
ders ufeful  to  each  other.  Thefe  fmall  tribes  live  at  an  immenfe  difta~ce  ;  they  are 
widely  feparated  from  each  other,  and  hid  in  the  bofom  of  extenfive  forefts. 

There  is-eftablifhed  in  each  fociety,  a  certain  fpecies  of  government,  which  over 
the  whole  continent  of  America  prevails  with  little  variation;  becaufe  over  the  whole 
of  this  continent  the  manners  and  way  of  life  are  nearly  fimilar  and  uniform.  With- 
out arts,  riches,  or  luxury,  #the  great  inftruments  of  fubjection  in  polifhed  focieties, 
an  Indian  has  no  method  by  which  he  can  render  himfelf  confiderable  among  his  com- 
panions, but  by  a  fuperiority  in  perfonal  qualities  of  body  or  mind.  But  as  nature 
has  not  been  very  lavilh  in  her  perfonal  diftincliions,  where  all  enjoy  the  fame  educa- 
tion, all  are  nearly  equal.  Libeity,  therefore,  is  the  prevailing  palfion  of  the  Indians; 
and  their  government,  under  the  influence  of  this  fentiment,  is  better  fecured  than  by 
the  wifeft  political  regulations.  Though  free,  in  the  fulleft  fenfe  cfthe  word,  they  do 
not  defpife  all  fort  of  authority:  they  are  attentive  to  the  voice  ofwifdom,  which 
experience  has  conferred  on  the  aged,  and  they  enlift  under  the  banners  of  the  chief, 
in  v.hofe  valour  and  military  address  they  have  learned  to  repofe  their  confidence.  In 
every  fociety,  therefore,  there  is  to  be  confidered  the  power  of  the  chief  and  of  the 
elders  ;  and,  according  as  their  government  inclines  more  to  the  one  or  to  the  other, 
it  may  be  regarded  as  monarchical,  or  as  a  fpecies  of  ariitocracy.  Among  thefe  tribes 
which  are  rnoft  engaged  in  war,  the  power  of  the  chief  is  naturally  predominant; 
becaufe  the  idea  of  having  a  military -leader,  was  the  firff.  fource  of  his  fuperiority, 
and  the  continual  exigencies  of  the  ftate  requiring  fuch  a  leader,  will  continue  to  fup- 
port,  and  even  to  enhance  it.  His  power,  however,  is  rather perfuafive  than  coercive  ; 
he  is  reverenced  as  a  father,  rather  than  feared  as  a  monarch.  He  has  no  guards,  no 
prifons,  no  officers  of  juftice,  and  one  act  of  ill-judged  violence  would  deprive  him  of 
all  authoritv.  The  elders,  in  the  other  form  of  government,  which  may  be  confider- 
ed as  an  ariftocracy,  have  no  more  power.  In  fome  tribes,  indeed,  there  is  a  kind  of 
hereditary  nobility,  whofe  influence,  being  conftantly  augmented  by  time,  is  more 
confiderable.  But  this  fource  of  power,  which  depends  chiefly  on  the  imagination,  by 
which  we  annex  to  the  merit  of  our  cotemporaries  that  of  their  forefathers,  is  too 
refined  to  be  very  common  among  the  Indians.  In  moftparts,  therefore,  age  alone  ac- 
quires refpeel,  influence,  and  authority  ;  becaufe  age  brings  experience,  and  experi- 
ence is  the  chief  fource  of  knowledge  among  an  uncivilized  people.  Among  the  Indi- 
ans, bufinefs  is  conducted  with  fuch  fimplicity,  as  recalls,  to  thofe  acquainted  with  an- 
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tiquity,  a  picture  of  the  moft  early  ages.  The  heads  of  families  meet  together  in  a 
houf:  or  cabin  appointed  for  the  purpofe.  Here  the  buftnefs  is  difcufled  ;  and  here 
thofe  of  the  nation,  diftinguifhed  for  their  eloquence  or  wifdom,  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  difplaying  their  talents.  Their  orators,  like  thofe  of  Homer,  exprefs  them- 
felves  in  a  bold,  figurative  ftyle,  ftronger  and  more  expreflive  than  refined,  and  with  gef- 
tures  equally  violent,  but  often  extremely  natural  and  affecting.  When  the  bu(iners 
is  over,  and  they  happen  to  be  well  provided  with  food,  they  appoint  a  feaft  upon  the 
tccafion,  of  which  almoft  the  whole  nation  partakes.  The  feaft  is  accompanied  with 
a  fong,  in  which  the  real  or  fabulous  exploits  of  their  forefathers  are  celebrated.  Thtir 
dances,  like  thofe  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  are  chiefly  of  the  military  kind  ;  and 
mufic  and  dancing  accompany  every  feaft. 

It  often  happens,  that  thofe  different  tribes  or  nations,  fcattered  as  they  are  at  great 
intervals,  meet  in  their  excurfions  after  prey.  If  there  fubfifts  no  animofity  between 
them,  which  feldom  is  the  cafe,  they  behave  in  the  moft  friendly  and  courteous  man- 
ner •,  but  if  they  happen  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  war,  or  if  there  has  been  no  previous  in- 
tercouife  between  them,  all  who  are  not  friends,  are  deemed  enemies,  and  they  fight 
with  the  moft  favage  fury. 

War,  if  we  except  hunting,  is  the  only  employment  of  the  men-,  as  to  every  other 
concern,  and  even  the  little  agriculture  they  enjoy,  it  is  left  to  the  women.  Their  moft 
common  motive  for  entering  into  war,  when  it  does  not  arifc  from  any  accidental 
rencontre  or  interference,  is  either  to  revenge  themfelves  for  the  death  of  fome  loft 
friends,  or  to  acquire  prifoners,  whom  they  fometimes  adopt  into  their  fociety  in  the 
place  of  fuch  members  of  their  tribe  as  they  may  have  loft  in  war.  Thefe  wars  are 
either  undertaken  by  fome  private  adventurers,  or  at  the  inftance  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. In  the  latter  cafe,  all  the  young  men,  who  are  difpofed  to  go  out  to  battle  (for 
r,o  one  is  compelled)  give  a  bit  of  wood  to  the  chief,  as  a  token  of  their  defign  to  ac- 
company him  ;  for  every  thing,  among  thefe  people,  is  tranfacted  with  a  great  deal 
of  ceremony  and  many  forms.  The  chief,  who  is  to  conduct  them,  fafts  feveral  days, 
during  which  he  converfes  with  no  one,  and  is  particularly  careful  to  obferve  his 
dreams,  which  the  prefumption,  natural  to  favages,  generally  renders  as  favourable  as 
he  could  defire.  A  variety  of  other  fu perflations  and  ceremonies  are  obferved.  One 
of  the  moft  hideous  is  fetting  the  war-kettle  on  the  fire,  as  an  emblem  that  they  are 
going  out  to  devour  their  enemies  •,  which,  among  fome  nations,  muft  formerly  have 
been  the  cafe,  fince  they  ftill  continue  to  exprefs  it  in  clear  terms,  and  ufean  emblem 
fignificant  of  their  ar.cient  ufage.  Then  they  fend  wampum,  or  belts  made  of  heads, 
to  their  allies,  inviting  them  to  come,  and  deftroy  their  enemies.  For,  with  the  Indi- 
ans, as  with  the  Greeks  of  old, 

*l  A  generous  friendship  no  cold  medium  knows, 
"  But  with  one  love,  with  one  refentment  glows." 

They  think  that  thofe  in  their  alliance  muft  not  only  adopt  their  enmities,  but  have 
their  refentment  wound  up  to  the  fame  pitch  with  themfelves.  And,  indeed,  no  peo- 
ple carry  their  friendfhips,  or  their  refentment,  fo  far  as  they  do  ;  and  this  is  what 
mould  be  expected  from  their  peculiar  circumftances  :  for  the  Indians,  who  live  in 
fmall  focieties,  who  fee  few  objecls  and  few  perfons,  become  wonderfully  attached  to 
thefe  objects  and  perfons,  and  cannot  be  deprived  of  them  without  feeling  themfelves 
miferable.  Their  ideas  are  too  confined  to  enable  them  to  entertain  juft  fentiments  of 
humanity,  or  univerfal  benevolence.  Rut  this  very  circumftance,  while  it  makes  them 
cruel  and  favage  to  an  incredible  degree,  towards  thofe  with  whom  they  are  at  war, 
adds  a  new  force  to  their  particular  friendfhips,  and  to  the  common  tie,  which  unites 
the  members  of  the  fame  tribe,  or  of  thofe  different  tribes,    which  are  in  a  ftate  of 
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alliance.  Without  attending  to  this  reflexion,  fome  fads,  which  we  are  going  to  re- 
late, would  excite  our  wonder  without  informing  our  reafon,  and  we  fhould  be  bewil- 
dered in  a  number  of  particulars,  feeming'y  oppofite  to  one  another,  without  being 
fenfible  of  the  general  caufe  from  which  they  proceed. 

Having  finished  all  the  ceremonies  previous  to  the  war,  they  iflue  forth,  with  their 
faces  painted  chiefly  with  vermilion,  which  gives  them  a  moft  horrid  appearance.  Then 
they  exchange  their  clothes  with  their  friends,  and  difpofe  of  all  their  finery  to  the 
women,  who  acompaiiy  them  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  to  receive  thofe  laft  tokens 
of  eternal  frienafhip. 

The  great  qualities  in  an  Indian  war  are  vigilance  and  attention,  to  furprife  their 
enemy,  and  to  efcape  his  fnares  •,  and,  indeed,  in  thefe  they  are  fuperior  to  all  nations 
in  the  world.  Accuftomed  to  continual  wandering  in  the  forefts,  having  their  percep- 
tions fharpened  by  keen  neceflity,  and  living  in  every  refpecT:  according  to  nature, 
their  external  fenfes  have  a  degree  of  acutenels  almoft  incredible.  They  can  trace  out 
their  enemies,  at  an  immenfe  diftance,  by  the  fmoke  of  their  fires,  which  they  fmell, 
and  by  the  tracks  of  their  feet  on  the  ground,  imperceptible  to  an  European  eye,  but 
which  they  count  and  diftinguifh  with  the  utmoft  facility.  They  can  even  diftinguifh. 
the  different  nations  with  whom  they  are  acquainted,  and  determine  the  precife  time 
when  they  pafled,  where  an  European  could  not,  with  all  his  glaflfes,  diftinguifh 
the  trace  of  a  footftep.  Thefe  circumftances,  however,  give  them  no  fuperiority, 
except  againft  the  whites,  becaufe  all  the  Indian  tribes  are  equally  skilful.  When 
they  go  out,  therefore,  they  take  care  to  avoid  making  ufe  of  any  thing,  by  which 
they  might  run  the  danger  of  a  difcovery.  They  light  no  fire  to  warm  themfelves,  ot- 
to prepare  their  victuals.  They  lie  clofe  to  the  ground  all  day,  and  travel  only  in  the 
night ;  and,  marching  along  in  files,  he  that  clofes  the  rear,  diligently  covers,  with  the 
leaves,  the  tracks  of  his  own  feet,  and  of  theirs  who  preceded  him.  When  they  halt 
to  refrefh  themfelves,  fcouts  are  fent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  beat  up  every 
place  where  they  fufpecT:  an  enemy  to  lie  concealed.  In  this  manner,  they  enter  by 
furprife  the  villages  of  their  foes  ;  and  while  the  flower  of  the  nation  are  engaged  in 
hunting,  maffacre  all  the  children,  women,  and  helplefs  old  men,  or  make  prifcn*rs 
of  as  many  as  they  can  manage,  or  as  have  ftrength  tnoug'n  to  be  ufeful  to  their  na- 
tion. But  when  the  enemy  is  apprifed  of  their  defign,  and  coming  on  in  arms  againft 
them,  they  throw  themfelves  flat  on  the  ground  among  the  withered  herbs  and 
leaves,  which  their  faces  are  painted  to  refemble.  Then  they  allow  a  part  to  pafs 
unmolefted,  when  all  at  once,  with  a  tremendous  fliout  rifing  up  from  their  ambufh, 
they  pour  aftorm  of  musket-bullets  on  their  foes.  The  party  attacked  returns  the 
fame  cry.  Every  one  fhelters  himfdf  with  a  tree,  an  i  returns  the  fire  of  the  adverfe 
party,  as  foon  as  they  raife  themfelves  fr_>m  the  ground,  to  give  afecond  fire.  Thus 
does  the  battle  continue  until  one  party  is  fo  much  weakened  as  to  be  incapable  of 
farther  refiftance.  But  if  the  force  on  each  fide  continues  nearly  equal,  the  fierce 
fpirit  of  the  favages,  inflamed  by  the  lofs  of  their  friends,  can  no  longer  be  reftrained. 
They  abandon  their  diftant  war,  they  ruin  upon  one  another  with  clubs  and  hatchets 
in  thtrir  hands,  magnifying  their  own  courage,  and  infulting  their  enemies  with  the 
bittereft  reproaches.  A  cruel  combat  eofues :  death  appears  in  a  thoufand  hideous  forms, 
which  would  congeal  the  blood  of  civilized  people  to  behold,  but  which  roufe  the 
fury  of  favages.  They  trample,  they  infult  over  the  dead  bodies,  tearing  the  fcalp  from 
the  head,  and  wallowing  in  their  blood  like  wild  beafts.  The  flame  rages  on  till  it 
meets  with  no  refiftance  ;  then  the  prifoners  are  fecured  •,  and  the  fate  of  thofe  unhappy 
men  is  a  thoufand  times  more  dreadful  than  that  of  thofe  who  have  died  in  the  field, 
The  conquerors  fet  up  a  hideous  howling  to  lament  the  friends  they  have  loft.  They 
approach  in  a  melancholy  and  fevere  gloom  to  their  own  village  ;  a  meflenger  is  fent 
to  announce  their  arrival,  and  the  women  with  frightful  fhrieks,  come  out  to  mourn 
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their  dead  brothers  or  their  husbands.  When  they  are  arrived,  the  chief  relates,  in  a 
voice  to  the  elders,  a  circumftantial  account  of  every  particular  of  the  expedition. 
The  orator*  proclaims  aloud  this  account  to  the  people,  and  as  he  mentions  the  names 
of  thofe  uho  have  fallen,  the  fhrieks  of  the  women  are  redoubled.  The  men  moft 
■connected  with  the  deceafed  by  blood  or  friendihi'p,  join  thefe  cries.  The  laft  ceremo- 
ny is  the  proclamation  of  the  victory  ;  each  individual  then  forgets  his  private  m'f- 
fortur.es,  and  joins  in  the  triumph  of  his  nation  ;  and  the  tears  are  wiped  from  their 
eyes,  and,  by  an  unaccountable  tranfition,  they  pafs,  in  a  moment,  from  the  bitternefs 
of  fofrow  to  an  extravagance  of  joy.  But  the  treatment  of  the  prifoners,  whofe  fate. 
all  this  time  remains  undecided,  is  what  chiefly  characterlfes  the  favages. 

We  have  already  mentirned  theftrength  of  their  affections  or  refentmems.  United 
as  they  are,  in  fmall  focieties,  connected  within  themfelves  by  the  firmeft  ties,  their 
friendly  affections,  which  glow  with  the  mcit  intenfe  warm:h  with  n  the  limits  of  their 
own  village,  feldom  extend  beyond  them.  Thev  feel  ncthi«i^  for  the  enemies  of  their 
ration  :  and  tiieir  refentment  is  eafiiy  extended  from  the  individual  who  has  injured 
them,  to  all  ot-htra  of  the  fame  tribe.  The  pri&ners,  who  havethe  fame  feelings,  know 
the  intentions  of  their  conquerors,  and  are  prepr.red  for  them.  The  perfon  who  has 
taken  the  crptive,  attenrs  him  to  the  cottage,  where,  according  to  the  diflribution 
made  by  the  elders,  he  is  to  be  delivered  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  a  citizen.  If  thofe  who 
receive  him  have  their  family  weakened  by  w?.r  or  other  accidents,  they  adopt  the  cap- 
tive into  the  family,  of  which  he  becomes  a  member.  But  if  they  have  no  occafion  for 
hirn,  or  their  refentment  for  the  lofs  of  their  friends  be  too  high  to  endure  the  fight 
of  any  connected  with  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it,  they  fentence  him  to  death. 
All  thofe  who  have  met  with  the  fame  f  yere  fentence  being  collected,  the  whole  na- 
tion is  affembled  at  the  execution,  as  for  feme  great  fob  mnity.  The  prifoners  are  tied 
to  a  flake,  where  they  commence  their  death-fong,  and  prepare  for  the  enfuing  fcene  of 
cruelty  with  tie  meft  undaunted  courage.  Their  enemies,  en  the  other  fide,  are  de- 
txi  mined  to  put  it  to  the  proof,  by  the  meft  refined  and  cxquilke  tortuies.    Thev  be- 


7  my  challenge  (says   Mr.  T.Scrson,  ii  his  notes  on 

■■;■  '■)  '''■■   '■  hale    rations  of  Demosthenes  and   Ci    ro, 

apd  of  anymore    eminent  orator,  if  Europe   has  furnished 

eminent,  to  produce  a.  single  passage  superior   to  the 

fLogan,  a   M.ngo    chief,   te  lord  Dunmore,  when 

;   and,  as  a  testimony  of  their  talents 

in  this   line,  ]  beg  leave  to  introduce  it,  first  stating  the 

incidents'  necessary  for  understanding  it. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1774,  a  robbery  and  minder 
werecommit.edonao  inhabitant  of  the  frontiers  of  Virginia, 
by  two  I.idians  of  the  Shawanec  tribe.  The  neighbi  urine 
whites,  according  to  their  custom,  undertook  to  punish  this 
outrage  in  a  summary  way.  Col.  Cresap,  a  man  infamous 
for  the  many  murders  he  had  committed  on  those  much-in- 
jured people,  collected  a  party,  ami  proceeded  down  the 
Kanhawa)  in  quest  of  vengeance.  Unfortunately,  a  canoe 
of  women  and  children,  with  ore  man  only,  was  seen  com- 
ii  z  few  the  opposite  shore,  unarmed,  and  unsuspecting  an 
hostile  itiac  k  from  the  whites.  Cresap  and  his  party  con- 
cealed themselves  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  moment 
.the canoe  reached  the  shore,  singled  ont  their  objects,  and, 
at  one  fire,  killed  every  person  hi  it.  This  happened  to  be 
the  family  of  Logan,  who  had  long  been  distinguished  as  a 
friend  ofthe  whites.  This  unworthy  return  provoked  his 
vengeance;  he  accordingly  signalized  himself  in  the 
war  which  ensued.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year, 
5-  decisive  battle  was  fought,  at  the  mouth  of  the  ^re,at 


Kianlraway,  between  fhecollecled  frees  of 'he  Shawaneos, 
Mint;  -  I  1     ■■.  ..!..-.  andade:achtmn1 

nra  militia.  The  Indians  were  <  ued  for  ]jesce. 

Logan,  however,  d:si  .  among  thisup 

But  lest  the  sinctrtj    of  a   treaty  should  he    distrgsted, 
from  which  so  distinguished  .  J  himself,  he 

sent,  by  a  messenger.,  t!it  fullow  ing  speech  to  be  delivered 
t  _i  I  rd  Du 

"  I  appeal  to  any  white  man  to  say,  if  ever  he  entered 
Logan's  cabin  hu  igry,  an  1  he  gave  h:m  not  me  it ;  If  ever 
he  came  coldar.d  naked,  and  he  clothed  him  not.  i 
the  course  of  'he  last  long  and  bloody  w-ar,  Logan  remaii  i  ! 
idle  in  his  caoin,  an  advocate  for  jjeaoe.  Suck,  was  mj  five 
for  the  I  ycoHntrymenwainted,  as  the)  passed, 

and  said,  '  Logan  is  the  friend  cf  uhi.e  men.'  I  ha-   evea 
thought  to  huvelived  wkh  you,  but  for  the  injuries  c .  one 
man.     CcJ.    Cresap,   the  last   spring,    i'.i  ctli  bl  ■  ,     and 
unprovoked,  murdered  all  the  relations  of  Logan,  i. 
ring  ewii  my  women  and  children.    There  runs  not  a  drop 
c  f  my  b'o  d  ir.  the  veinsof  any  liwn;  creature.     Thb  called 
on  me  fcr  revenge.     I  have  kitted  many  :    Hiave  full; 
ted  my  yengeance.     lror  my  country.,  I  rejoice  at  thi 
cf  peace.     But  do  not  harbour  a  thought   thai  mine  i 
joy  of  fear.     Logan  never    felt  fear.     He  will  not  I  a 
his  heel   to  save  lis  life.      Who  is  there  to  mourn  fur"Lo- 
£in  \ — Kot  out." 
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gin  at  the  extremity  of  his  body,  and  gradually  approach  the  vit-.il  parts.  One  plucks 
out  his  naiis  by  the  roots  •,  another  takes  a  finger  into  his  mouth,  and  tears  off  the 
flefh  with  his  teeth  ;  a  third  thrufts  the  finger,  mangled  as  it  is,  into  the  bowl  of  a 
pipe  made  red  hot,  which  he  fmokes  like  tobacco  •,  then  they  pound  his  toes  and  fin- 
gers to  pieces  between  two  ftones  •,  they  pull  off  the  flefh  from  the  teeth,  and  cut  cir- 
cles about  his  joints,  and  games  in  the  flefhy  parts  of  his  limbs,  into  which  powder  is 
fometimes  put,  cutting,  burning,  and  pinching  them  fucceffively  •,  they  pull  off  his 
flefh,  thus  mangled  and  roafted,  by  degrees  and  fmear  their  faces  with  the  victim's 
blood  in  an  enthufiafm  of  fury.  Thev  fometimes  pull  and  extend  the  prifoner's  limbs 
in  every  way  that  can  increafe  the  torment.  This  continues  often  five  or  fix  hours, 
and  fometimes,  fuch  is  the  ftrength  of  the  fufferer,  days  together.  Then  they  frequently 
unbind  him,  to  give  a  breathing  to  their  fury,  to  think  what  new  torments  they  (hall 
inflict,  and  to  refrefh  the  ftrength  of  the  fufferer,  who,  wearied  out  with  variety  of  tor. 
ture,  often  falls  into  fo  profound  a  lethargy,  that  they  are  obliged  to  apply  the  fire  to 
awake  him,  and  renew  his  fuffering.  He  is  again  fattened  to  the  ftake,  and  a^ain 
they  renew  their  cruelty  :  thev  ftick  him  all  over  with  fmall  matches  of  a  fpecies  of 
wood,  that  eafily  takes  fire,  but  burns  flowly  ;  they  continually  run  fharp  reeds  into 
every  part  of  his  body  ;  and  laftly,  after  having  burned  his  flefh  from  the  bones  with 
flow  fires— .after  having  fo  mangled  the  body,  that  it  is  all  but  one  wound— after  hav- 
ing mutilated  his  face  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  carries  nothing  human  in  it — after 
having  peeled  the  (kin  from  the  head,  and  poured  a  heap  of  red-hot  coals  or  boiling 
water  on  the  naked  fkull,  they  once  more  unbind  the  wretch,  who,  blind,  and  ftag- 
gering  wirh  pain  and  weaknefs,  affaulted  and  pelted  upon  every  fide  with  clubs  and 
ftones,  now  up,  now  down,  falling  into  their  fires  at  every  ftep,  reels  back  and  forward, 
until  one  of  the  chiefs,  whether  out  of  companion,  or  weary  of  cruelty,  puts  an  end 
to  his  life  with  a  club  or  dagger. 

The  women,  forgetting  the  human  as  well  as  the  female  nature,  and  transformed  into 
fomething  worfe  than  furies,  even  outdo  the  men  in  this  fcene  of  horror,  while  the 
principal  perfons  of  the  country  fit  round  the  ftake,  fmoking  and  looking  on  without 
the  leaft  emotion.  What  is  moft  extraordinary,  the  fufferer  himfelf,  in  the  little 
intervals  of  his  torments,  fmokes  too,  appears  unconcerned,  and  converfes  with  his 
torturers  about  indifferent  matters.  Indeed,  during  the  whole  time  of  his  execution, 
there  feems  a  conteft,  which  fhall  exceed,  they  in  inflicting  the  horrid  pains,  or  he  in 
enduring  them,  with  a  firmnefs  and  conftancy  almoft  incredible  :  not  a  groan,  not  a 
figh,  not  a  diftortion  of  countenance  efcapes  him  ;  he  poffeffes  his  mind  entirely  in 
the  midft  of  his  torments  ;  he  recounts  his  own  exploits  -,  he  informs  them  what  cru- 
elties he  has  inflicted  upon  their  countrymen,  and  threatens  them  with  the  revenge 
that  will  attend  his  death  ;  and,  though  his  reproaches  exafperate  them  to  a  perfect 
madneis,  rage  and  fury,  he  continues  his  infults  even  of  their  ignorance  in  the  art  of 
tormenting,  pointingout  more  exquifite  methods,  and  more  fenfible  parts  of  the  body 
to  be  afflicted.  The  women  have  this  part  of  courage  as  well  as  the  men  ;  and  it  is  as 
rare  for  an  Indian  to  behave  otherwife,  as  it  would  be  for  a  white  man  to  fuffer  like  an 
Indian.  Such  is  ths  wonderful  power  of  early  education  and  a  thirft  of  glory. 
lam  brave  and  intrepid,  exclaims  the  favage,  in  the  face  of  his  tormentors  ;  I do  not  fear 
death,  mr  any  kind  of  tortures  ;  thofe  who  fear  them  are  cowards  ;  they  are  lefs  than  wo- 
men :  life  is  nothing  to  thofe  who  have  courage  :  may  my  enemies  be  counfounded  with  defpair 
and  rage!   Oh  !  that  I  could  devour  them,  and  drink  their  blood  to  the  loft  drop. 

Thefe  circumltances  of  cruelty,  which  fo  exceedingly  degrade  human  nature,  ought 
not,  however,  to  be  omitted,  becaufe  they  ferve  to  fhow,  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  to 
what  an  inconceivable  degree  of  barbarity  the  parti  ons  of  men  may  be  carried,  when 
let  loo/e  from  the  government  of  reafon,  and  uiinfluenced  by  the  dictates  of  chrif- 
tianity  •,  a  religion  that  teaches  companion  to  our  enemies,  which  is  neither  kaown 
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nor  practifed  in  ether  inftitutiens  •,  and  it  will  make  ns  more  fenfible,  than  feme  ap- 
pear to  be,  of  the  value  of  commerce,  the  arts  of  a  civilized  life,  and  the  light  of  li- 
terature ;  which  if  they  have  abated  the  force  of  fome  of  the  natural  virtues,  by  the 
luxury  which  attends  them,  have  taken  out  likewife  the  fling  of  our  natural  vices,  and 
foftened  the  fociety  of  the  human  race. 

Nothing  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  as  we  have  already  ohferved,  forms  a  ftronger 
contraft  than  this  cruelty  of  the  favages  towards  thefe  with  whom  they  are  at  war, 
and  the  warmth  of  their  affection  towards  their  friends,  who  confift  of  all  thofe  who 
live  in  the  fame  village,  or  are  in  alliance  with  it;  among  tl.efe  all  things  are  com- 
mon ;  and  this,  though  it  may  in  part  arife  frcm  their  not  pcfiefting  very  diftinct  no- 
tions of  feparate  propertv,  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  ftrength  of  their  attach- 
ment; bee;  ufe  they  are  ready  to  ferve  their  friends,  with  their  lives  as  well  as  their 
fortunes.  Their  houfes,  their  provifiors.  are  devoted  to  oblige  their  guefts.  Has  ary 
one  of  thefe  fucceeded  ill  in  his  hunting  ?  Has  his  harveft  failed  ?  or  is  his  houfe  burn- 
ed ?  He  fee's  no  other  effects  of  his  misfortune  than  that  it  gives  him  an  opportunity 
to  experience  the  benevolence  and  regard  of  his  friends  ;  but  to  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  or  to  thofe  who  have  privately  offended,  the  Indian  is  implacable.  He  con- 
ceals his  fentiments,  he  appears  reconciled,  until  by  feme  treachery  or  furprife,  he  h;;s 
an  opportunity  of  executing  an  horrible  revenge.  No  length' of  time  is  Aifficien*  ta 
allay  his  refentment,  no  diftance  of  place  great  enough  to  p  rot  eel  the  object  ;  he 
crofTes  the  fteepeft  mountains,  he  p'erces  the  moft  impracticable  fcrtfts,  and  traverfes 
the  moft  hidecus  bogs  and  deferts  for  hundreds  of  miles  5  hearing -the  inclemency  of 
the  feafors,  the  fatigue  of  the  expedition,  the  extremes  of  hunger  and  thirft,  with  pr- 
tience  and  cheerfulnefs,  in  hopes  of furpriftg  his  enemy,  on  whem  it  exercifes  the 
moft  fhocking  barbarities.  To  fuch  extremities  do  the  Indians  pufh  their  friendihip 
or  their  enmity  ;  and  fuch  indeed,  in  genera!,  is  the  character  of  all  flroflg  and  uncul- 
tivated minds. 

But  what  we  have  faid  reflecting  the  Indians,  would  be  an  imperfect  picture,  did 
vve  om:t  obferving  the  force  of  their  affection,  which  principally  appears  in  the  treat- 
ment of  their  dead.  When  any  one  of  their  fociety  is  cut  eff,  he  is  lamented  by  the 
whole:  on  this  occafion,  a  thcufar.d  ceremonies  are  practifed,  osnotin.q  the  meft  live- 
ly forrcw.  Of  thefe,  the  moft  retr  arkable,  as  it  difcoveis  both  the  height  and  conti- 
uaoce  of  their  grief,  is  what  they  call  the  feaft  of  the  dead  or  the  fer.ft  of  feu's, 
which  is  renewed  every  ten  years  among  fome  tribes,  and  every  eight  among  others. 
The  day  of  this  ceremony  is  appointed  by  public  order  ;  and  nothing  is  omitted,  that 
it  may  be  celebrated  with  the  utmoft  pemp  and  magnificence.  The  neiebouring 
tribes  are  invited  to  be  prefent,  and  to  join  in  the  fckmnity.  At  this  time,~all  who 
have  died  fince  the  laft  feaft,  are  taken  out  of  their  graves  :  thofe  who  have  been  in- 
terred at  the  greateft  diftance  from  the  villages,  are  diligently  fought  for,  and  brcught 
to  this  great  rendezvous  of  carcafes. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  the  horror  of  this  general  disinterment.  We  cannot 
defenbe  it  in  a  more  lively  manner  than  it  is  done  by  Lafitau,  to  v,  hom  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  the  moft  authentic  account  of  thofe  nations. 

Without  queftion,  fays  he,  the  opening  of  thefe  tcmbs  difplays  one  of  the  moft 
ftriking  fcenes,  that  can  be  conceived  •,  in  this  humbling  portrait  of  human  mifery, 
in  fo  many  images  of  death,  fhe  feems  to  take  pleafure  to  paint  herfelf  in  a  thou- 
fand  various  fhapes  of  horror,  in  the  ftveral  carcafes,  according  to  the  degree  in 
which  corruption  has  prevailed  over  them,  or  the  manner  in  which  it  has  attacked 
them.  Some  appear  dry  and  withered ;  others  have  a  fort  of  parchment  upon  their 
bones  ;  fome  look  as  if  they  were  baked  and  fmoked,  without  any  appearance  of 
rottennefs;  fome  are  juft  turning  towards  the  point  of  putrefaction  •,  while  others 
pre  covered  with  worms,  and  drowned  in  corruption.    I  know  not  which  ought  to 
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ftrike  us  moft,  the  horror  of  (b  (hocking  a  fight,  or  the  tender  piety  and  affection  of 
thefe  poor  people  towards  their  departed  friends  ;  for  nothing  deferves  our  admi- 
ration more,  than  that  eager  diligence  and  attention  with  which  they  difcharge  this 
melancholy  duty  of  their  tendemefs  ;  gathering  up  carefully  even  the  fmalleft  bones  j 
handling  the  carcafes,  difguftful  as  they  are,  with  every  thing  lcathfome,  cleanfing 
them  from  the  worms,  and  carrying  them  upon  their  fiioulders  through  tirefome 
journeys  feveral  days,  without  being  difcouraged  by  the  effenfivenefs  ofthefmell, 
and  without  fufferirg  any  other  emotions  to  arife  than  thole  of  regret,  for  haviro- 
loft  perfons  who  were  fo  dear  to  them  in  their  lives,  and  fo  lamented  in  their  death. 

They  bring  them  into  their  cottages,  where  they  prepare  a  feaft  in  honour  of  the 
dead  •,  during  which  their  great  actions  are  celebrated,  and  all  the  tender  intercourfes 
which  took  place  between  them  and  their  friends,  are  pioufly  called  to  mind.  The 
ftnngers,  who  come  fometimes  many  hundred  miles  to  be  prefent  on  the  occafion, 
join  in  tender  condolence  •,  and  the  women,  by  frightful  lhrieks,  demonftrate  that 
they  are  pierced  with  the  fharpeft  forrow.  Then  the  dead  bodies  are  carried  fiom  the 
cabins  for  the  general  reinterment.  A  great  pit  is  dug  in  the  ground,  and  thither,  at 
a  certain  time,  each  perfon,  attended  by  his  family  and  friends,  marches  in  folemn 
filence,  bearing  the  dead  body  of  a  fon.  a  father,  or  a  brother.  When  they  are  all 
convened,  the  dtad  bodies,  or  the  duft  of  thofe  which  were  quite  corrupted,  are 
depofr.ed  inthe-pk:  then  the  torrent  of  grief  breaks  forth  anew.  Whatever  they 
poffefs  n  oft  Valuable,  is  interred  with  the  dead.  The  ftr.mgers  are  not  wanting  in 
then  gererc.fny,  and  confer  thofe  preftnts  which  they  have  brought  with  them  for 
tie  pin  pofe.  Then  a!i  prefent  go  down  into  the  pit,  and  every  one  takes  a  little  of  the 
earth,  which  they  afterwards  preftrve  with  the  moft  religious  care.  The  bodies,  rang- 
ed in  order,  are  covered  with  entire  new  furs,  and  over  thefe  with  bark,  on  which 
they  throw  {tones,  wood,  and  earth.  Then,  taking  their  laft  farewell,  they  return  each 
to  his  own  cabin. 

We  have  mentioned,  that  in  this  ceremony  the  favages  offer,  as  prefents  to  the 
dead,  whatever  they  value  moft  highly.  This  cuftom,  which  is  univerfal  among  them, 
arife  s  from  a  rude  notion  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul.  They  believe  this  doctrine 
moft  firmly,  and  it  is  the  principal  tenet  of  their  religion.  When  the  foul  of  their 
friend  is  feparated  from  the  body,  they  conceive  that  it  ftill  continues  to  hover  around 
it,  and  to  require  and  take  delight  in  the  fame  things  with  which  it  formerly  was 
pleafed.  After  a  certain  time,  however,  it  forfakes  this  dreary  manfton,  and  departs 
far  weftward  into  the  land  of  fpir'ts.  They  have  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  make  a  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  world  ;  fome,  they  imagine,  particularly 
thofe,  who,  in  their  life-time,  have  been  fortunate  in  war,  poffefs  a  high  degree  of  hap- 
pinefs,  have  a  place  for  hunting  and  nftung,  which  never  fails,  and  enjoy  all  fenfual 
delights,  without  any  hard  labour  to  procure  them.  The  fouls  of  thofe,  on  the  con- 
trary, who  happen  to  be  conquered,  or  (lain  in  war,  are  extremely  mifeiable  after 
death. 

Their  tafte  for  war,  which  forms  the  chief  ingredient  in  their  character,  gives  a 
ftrong  bias  to  their  religion.  Arefkoui,  or  the  god  of  battle,  is  revered  as  the  great 
god  of  rhe  Indians.  They  invoke  him  before  they  go  into  the  field  5  and  according 
as  his  difnofition  is  more  or  lefs  favourable  to  them,  they  conclude  they  will  be  more 
or  lefs  fuccefsful.  Some  nations  worlhip  the  fun  and  moon  ;  among  others  there  are 
various  traditions,  relative  to  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  the  hiftory  of  the  gods  • 
traditions  which  refemble  the  Grecian  fables,  but  which  are  more  inconfiftent  and  in- 
finitely lefs  agreeable.  But  religion  is  not  the  prevailing  character  of  the  Indians  ;  and 
except  when  they  have  fome  immediate  occafion  for  the  afliftance  of  their  gods,  they 
pay  them  no  fort  of  worfhip.  Like  all  rude  nations,  however,  they  are  ftrongly  addict- 
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cd  to  fuperftition.  They  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  a  numb;r  of  good  and  bad  genii 
or  fpirits  who  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  mortals,  and  produce  all  our  happinefs  or 
mifery.  It  is  from  the  evil  genii,  in  particular,  that  our  difeafes  proceed  ;  and  it  is  to 
the  good  genii  we  are  indebted  for  cures.  The  minifters  of  their  genii  are  their 
priefts,  who  are  alfo  the  only  phyficians  among  the  favages.  Thefe  priefts  are  fuppof- 
ed  to  be  infpired  by  the  good  genii,  mod  commonlv  in  their  dreams,  with  the  know- 
ledge of  future  events  ;  they  are  called  in  to  the  afliftance  of  the  ficlc,  and  are  fuppof- 
ed  to  be  informed  by  the  genii  whether  they  will  efcape  the  difeafe,  and  in  what 
manner  they  muft  be  treated  :  but  thefe  fpirits  are  extremely  fimple  in  their  fyftem  of 
phyfic,  and  in  almoft  every  difeafe,  direct  the  prieft  to  the  fame  remedy.  The  patient 
is  general lyenclofed  in  a  narrow  cabin,  in  the  midft  of  which  is  a  ftone,  red  hot ;  on 
this  they  throw  water,  until  he  is  well  foaked  with  the  warm  vapour  and  his  own 
fweat.  Then  they  hurry  him  from  the  bagnio,  and  plunge  himfuddenly  into  the  next 
river.  This  coarfe  method,  which  deftroys  many  lives,  often  performs  very  extraor- 
dinary cures.  Their  phvficians  have  likewife  the  ufe  of  fome  fpecifics  of  wonderful 
efficacy ;  and  all  the  favages  are  dexterous  in  curing  wounds  by  the  application  of 
herbs.  B.it  the  power  of  thefe  remedies  is  always  attributed  to  the  magical  ceremo- 
nies with  which  they  are  adminiftered. 

It  fhould  be  obferved  by  the  reader,  that  the  particulars  which  have  juft  been  men- 
tioned concerning  the  manners  of  the  Indians,  chiefly  relate  to  the  inhabitants  of 
North  America.  The  mannersand  general  character-!  flicks  of  a  great  part  of  the  original 
inhabitants  of  South  America,  were  fomewhat  different.  They  were  not  only  averfe  to 
toil,  but  feemed  incapable  of  it  •,  and,  when  roufed  by  force  from  their  native  indo- 
lence, and  compelled  to  work,  they  funk  under  tafks  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  continent  would  have  performed  with  eafe.  This  feeblenefs  of  conftitution 
feemed  almoft  univerfal  among  the  inhabiran's  of  South  America.  The  Spaniards 
were  alfo  (truck  with  the  fmallnefs  of  their  appetite  for  food.  The  conflitutional  tem- 
perance of  thi  natives  far  exceeded,  in  their  opinion,  the  abftinence  of  the  moft  mor- 
tified hermits  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  appetites  of  the  Spaniards  appeared  to 
the  Americms  infatiably  voracious  •,  and  they  affirmed,  that  one  Spaniard  devoured 
more  food  in  a  day,  than  was  fufficient  for  ten  Americans.  But  though  the  demands 
of  the  native  Americans  for  food  were  very  fparing,  fo  limited  was  their  agriculture, 
that  they  hardly  raifed  what  was  fufficient  for  their  own  confumpiion.  Many  of  the 
inhtbitants  of  South  America  confined  their  induftrv  to  rearing  a  few  plants,  which, 
in  a  rich  and  warm  climate,  were  e^fily  trained  to  maturity  •,  but  if  a  few  Spaniards 
fettled  in  any  diftrict,  the  addition  foon  exhaufled  their  fcanty  ftores,  aid  brought  on 
a  fcarcity.  The  inhabitants  of  South  America,  compared  with  thofeof  North- Ame- 
rica, are  generally  more  feeble  in  their  frame,  lefs  vigorous  in  the  efforts  of  their 
minds,  of  a  gentle,  but  daftardly  fpirit,  more  enflaved  by  pleafure,  and  funk  in  in- 
dolence. 


A  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  AMERICA. 

THIS  great  weftern  continent,  frequently  denominated  the  New  World,  extends 
from  the  8oth  degree  north,  to  the  56th  degree  fouth  latitude  ;  and  where  its 
breadth  is  known,  from  the  35th  to  the  136th  degree  weft  longitude  from  London  ; 
itretching  between  eight  and  nine  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and  in  its  greateft  breadth, 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety.  It  fees  both  h?mifpheres,  has  two  fummers, 
and  a  double  winter,  and  enjoys  all  the  variety  of  climates  which  the  earth  affords, 
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It  is  wafhedby  the  two  great  oceans— to  the  eaftward,  by  the  Atlantic,  which  divides 
it  from  Europe  and  Africa,  and  to  the  weft,  by  the  Pacific,  or  great  South  Sea,  by 
which  it  is  feparated  from  Ana.  By  thefe  feas  it  carries  on  a  direct  commerce  with 
the  other  parts  of  the  world.  It  is  compofed  of  two  great  continents,  one  on  the  north, 
the  other  on  the  fbuth,  which  are  joined  by  the  kingdom  of  Mexico,  which  forms  a 
fort  of  ifthmus  fifteen  hundred  miles  long,  and,  in  one  part,  at  Darien,  fo  extreme- 
ly narrow,  as  to  make  the  communication  between  the  two  oceans  by  no  means  diffi- 
cult, being  only  fixty  miles  over.  In  the  great  gulf,  which  is  formed  between  the 
ifthmus  and  the  northern  and  fouthern  continents,  lie  a  multitude  of  iflands,  many  of 
them  large,  moft  of  them  fertile,  ,and  denominated  the  Weft  Indies,  in  contradiftinc- 
tion  to  the  countries  and  iflands  of  Alia,  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  are 
called  the  Eaft  Indies. 

Before  we  begin  to  treat  of  feparate  countries,  in  their  order,  we  mult,  according 
to  juft  method,  t;dce  notice  of  thole  mountains  and  rivers,  which  difdain,  as  it  were, 
to  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  particular  provinces,  and  extend  over  a  great  part 
of  the  continent.  For  though  America  is  riot,  in  general,  a  mountainous  country,  it 
has  the  greateft  mountains  in  the  world*.  In  South  America,  the  Andes,  or  Cor- 
dilleras, run  from  north  to  fouth  along  the  court  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  They  exceed, 
in  length,  anv  chain  of  mountains  in  the  other  parts  of  the  globe  ;  extending  from 
the  ifthmus  of  Darien  to  the  ftraits  of  Magellan,  they  divide  the  whole  fouthern  parts 
of  America,  and  run  a  length  of  four  thoufand  three  hundred  miles.  Their  height  is 
as  remarkable  as  their  length  ;  for,  though  in  part  within  the  torrid  zone,  thev  are 
conftan'tly  covered  with  fnow-f-.  In  North  America,  which  is  chiefly  compofed  of 
gentle  afcents,  or  level  plains,  we  know  of  no  considerable  mountains,  except  thofe 
towards  the  pole,  and  that  long  ridge  which  runs  through  the  American  ftates,  and 
which  is  called  the  Apalachian  or  Allegany  mountains. 

America  is,  without  queftion,  that  part  of  the  globe  which  is  beft  watered  ;  and  that 
not  only  for  the  fupport  of  life,  and  all  the  purpofes  of  fertility,  but  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  trade  and  the  intercourfe  of  each  part  with  the  others.  In  North  America, 
fuch  is  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  Creator  of"  the  univerfe,  that  thofe  vaft  tracts 
of  country,  fituated  beyond  the  Apalachian  mountains,  at  an  immenfe  and  unknown 
diftance  from  the  ocean,  are  watered  by  inland  feas,  called  the  Lakes  of  Canada,  which 
not  only  communicate  with  each  other,  but  give  rife  to  feveral  great  rivers,  particu- 
larly the  Miffiflippi,  running  from  north  to  fouth  till  it  falls  into  the  gulf  of  Mexico, 
after  a  courfe,  including  its  turnings,  of  4500  miles,  and  receiving  in  its  progrefs,  the 
vaft  tribute  of  the  Illinois,  the  Miflburi,  the  Ohio,  and  other  great  rivers,  not  infe- 
rior to  the  Rhine,  or  the  Danube;  and  on  the  north,  the  river  St.  Laurence,  running 
a  contrary  courfe  from  the  Miffiflippi,  till  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  ocean  near  New- 
foundland •,  all  of  them  being  almoft  navigable  to  their  heads,  lay  open  the  immenfe 
recedes  of  this  great  continent,  and  afford  fuch  an  inlet  for  commerce,  as  muft  pro- 
duce the  greateft  advantage,  whenever  the  country  adjacent  fhdl  be  fully  inhabited, 
by  an  induftrious  and  civilized  people.  The  eaftern  fide  of  North  America,  befides  the 

*  Dr.  Robertson  observes,  that  "  the  mountains  of  Amer-  to  hide  their  heads  in  the  clouds  ;  the  storms  often  roll,  and 
ica  are  much  superior  in  height  to  those  in  the  other  divi-  the  tminder  bursts  below  their  summits,  which,  though  ex- 
sions  of  the  globe.  Even  the  plain  of  Quito,  which  may  be  posed  to  tlie  rays  of  the  sun ,  in  the  centre  of  the  torrid  zone- 
considered  as  the  base  of  the  Andes,  is  elevated  farther  a-  are  covered  with  everlasting  snows." 

bove  the  sea  than  the  top  of  the  Pyrenees.  This  stupendous  t  Chimborazo,  the  highest  of  the  Andes,  is  twenty  thou- 

ridge  of  the  Andes,  no  less  remarkable  for  extent  than  e-  sand  six  hundred  and  eight  feet  ;  of  this  about  two  thousand 

levation, rises  in  different  places,  more  than  one  third  above  four  hundred  feet  from  the  summit  are  always  covered  with 

the  pike  of  Teneriffe,   once  thought  to  be  the  highest  land  snow.  Carazon  was  ascended  by  French  astronomers,  and 

in  the  ancient  hemisphere.  The  Andes  may  literally  be  said  is  said  te  be  fifteen  thousand  eight  hundred  feet  high, 

yoi.  11.  3  m 
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noble  rivers  of  Hudfon,  Delaware,  Sufquehannn,  and  Potowmack,  fuppiies  feveral 
others  of  great  depth,  length,  and  commodious  navigation  •,  hence  many  parts  of  the 
fettlements  are  foadvantageoufly  interfered  with  navigable  rivers  and  creeks,  that  the 
planters,  without  exaggeration,  may  be  faid  to  have  each  a  harbour  at  his  door. 

South  America  is,  If  poflible,  in  this  refpecr,  even  more  fortunate.  It  fuppiies  the 
two  largeft  rivers  in  the  world,  the  rivers  Amazon,  and  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  cr  Plate 
river.  "The  firft,  riling  in  Peru,  not  far  from  the  South  Sea,  pafies  from  weft  to  eaft 
and  falls  into  the  ocean  between  Brafil  and  Guiana,  after  a  jrourfe  of  more  than  three 
thoufand  miles,  in  which  it  receives  a  prodigious  number  of  great  and  navigable  rivers. 
The  Rio  de  la  Plata  riles  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  having  its  ftrength  gradual- 
ly augmented,  by  an  acceflion  of  many  powerful  ftrea/ns,  difchsrges  itfelf  with  fuch 
vehemence  into  the  fea,  as  to  make  it  tafte  frefti  for  manv  leagues  from  land.  Eefides 
thefe,  there  are  other  great  rivers  in  South  America,  of  which  the  Oronoque  is  the 
moft  confiderable. 

A  country  of  fuch  vaft  extent  on  each  fide  of  the  equator,  muft  neceffarily  have  a 
variety  of  foils  as  well  as  of  climates.  It  is  a  treafury  of  Nature,  producing  moft  of 
the  metals,  -minerals,  plants,  fruits,  trees,  and  wood,  to  be  met  with  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  many  of  them  in  greater  quantities  and  higher  perfection.  The 
£old  and  filver  of  America  have  fupplied  Europe  with  fuch  immenfe  quantities  of  thofe 
precious  metals,  that  they  are  become  vaftly  more  common  •,  fothat  gold  and  filver  in 
Europe  now  bear  little  proportion  to  the  high  price  fet  upon  them  before  the  dilcovery 
of  America. 

This  country  alfo  produces  diamond's,  pearls,  emeralds,  amethyfts,  and  other  rare 
•ftones,  which,  by  being  brought  in  great  quantities  into  Europe,  have  alfo  fallen  in 
value.  To  thefe,  chiefly  the  production  of  Spanifli  America,  may  be  added  a  great 
number  of  other  commodities,  which,  though  of  ltfs  price,  are  of  much  greater  ufe. 
Of  thefe  are  the  plentiful  fuppiies  of  cochineal,  indigo,  anetto,  logwood,  brazil,  fuf- 
tic,  pimento,  lignum  vitae,  rice,  ginger,  cocoa,  or  chocolate  nut,  fugar,  cotron,  to- 
bacco, vanillas,  red  wood,  the  balfams  of  Tolu,  Peru,  and  Chili,  Jefuit's  bark,  me- 
choacan,  faflafras,  farfaparilla,  cassia,  tamarinds,  hides,  furs,  ambergrife,  and  a 
great  variety  of  woods,  roots,  and  plants,  to  which,  before  the  difcovery  of  Ameri- 
ca, the  Europeans  were  either  ftrangers,  or  were  forced  to  buy  them  at  an  extravagant 
rate  from  Afta  and  Africa. 

This  continent  has  alfo  a  variety  of  excellent  fruits,  which  here  grow  wild  to  great 
perfection  ;  as  pine  apples,  pomegranates,  citrons,  lemons,  oranges,  malicatons, 
cherries,  pears,  apples,  figs,  grapes,  preat  numbers  of  culinary,  medicinal,  and  o- 
ther  herbs,  roots,  and  plants  •,  and  10  fertile  is  the  foil,  that  many  exotic  productions 
are  nourifhed  in  as  great  perfection  as  in  their  native  ground. 

America  is  poffefied  by  the  aborigines,  by  the  citizens  of  the  united  ftates,  the 
Spaniards,  the  Englifti,  and  the  Portuguefe.  The  Spaniards  have  the  largeft  and 
richeft  portion,  extending  from  New  Mexico  and  Louifiars 2,  in  North  America,  to 
the  ftraits  of  Magellan  in  the  South  Sea,  except  the  large  province  of  Brafil,  which 
belongs  to  Portugal  ;  for  though  the  French  and  Dutch  have  feme  forts  upon  Suri- 
nam and  Guiana,  they  fcarcely  deferve  to  be  confidered  as  proprietors  of  any.  part  of 
the  fouthern  continent. 

Next  to  Spain,  the  moft  confiderable  proprietor  of  America  former'y  was  Britain, 
who  derived  her  claim  to  North  America,  from  the  firft  difcovery  of  that  continent, 
by  Sebaftian  Cabot,  in  the  name  of  Henry  VII.  anro  1497,  about  fix  years  after  the 
difcovery  of  South  America  by  Columbus,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Spain.  This 
.country  was  in  general  called  Newfoundland,  a  name  which  is  now  appropriated  fole- 
ly  to  an  ifland  upon  its  coaft.  It  was  a  long  time  before  the  Britifti  made  an  attempt 
%o  fettle  this  country.     Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  an  uncommon  genius,  and  a  brave  com- 


AMERICA,  227 

irnnder,  firft  fhowed  the  way,  by  planting  a  colony  in  the  fouthern  part,    which  he 
called  V  irginia,   in  honour  of  Elizabeth,  the  virgin  queen  ! 

The  French,  indeed,  from  this  period,  until  the  conclufion  cf  the  war,  terminated 
by  the  peace  of  1763,  laid  a-claim  to,  and  actually  poflcfTed  Canada  and  Lou'ifhna, 
comprehending  all  that  extenfive  inland  country,  reaching  from  Kudfon's  Bay,  on  the 
north,  to  Mexico,  and  the  gulf  of  the  fame  name,  on  the  fouth.  They  alfo  made 
fome  advances  upon  the  back  of  the  Britifh  fetdements,  and  rendered  their  acquisiti- 
ons more  fecure  and  permanent  by  a  chain  of  forts,  well  fupplied  with  alt  the  imple- 
ments of  war.  At  the  fame  time,  they  laboured  inceflantly  to  gain  the  friendship  of 
•the  Indians,  by  various  arts,  and  even  by  intermarriages.  They  not  only  trained  the 
Indians  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  but  infufed  into  them  the  moft  unfavourable  notions  of  the 
Englifh.  The  Britifh  colonies,  thus  hemmed  in,  and  confined  to  a  flip  of  land  along 
the  fea-coaft,  by  an  ambitious  and  powerful  nation,  the  rivals  of  Britiin,  began,  in 
1755,  to  apprehend  danger.  The  Britifh  empire  in  America,  yet  in  its  infancy,  was 
threatened  with  a  total  diflblution.  The  Britifh  government  commenced  a  vigorous 
attack  on  the  French  forts  and  pafleflions.  A  long  war  fuccecded,  in  which  the  Britifh 
.and  Americans  were  verv  fuccefsful  ;  for,  after  much  blood  was  fhed,  and  every  inch 
of  ground  bravely  difputed,  the  French  were  not  only  driven  from  Canada,  and  its 
dependencies,  bur  obliged  to  relinquifh  all  that  part  of  Louifiana,  lying  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Mississippi. 

Thus,  at  an  immenfe  expenfe,  and  with  thelofs  of  many  brave  men,  the  colonies 
of  Britain  were  preferved,  fecured,  and  extended  fo  far,  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  af- 
certain  the  precife  bounds  of  her  empire  in  North'America,  to  the  northern  and  wes- 
tern fides;  for  to  the  northward,  it  fhould  feem  that  fhe  might  have  extended  her 
clums  quite  to  the  pole  itfelf,  nor  did  any  nation  feem  incline  1  to  difpute  the  pofL-f- 
fion  of  this  northernmost  country  with  her.  From  the  pole  to  Cape  Florida,  in  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  fhe  had  a  territory  nearly  four  thoufand  miles  long,  in  a  direcl  line  ; 
which  was  the  more  valuable,  as  it  included  the  moft  temperate  climates  of  this  new 
world,  and  fuch  as  were  beftfuited  to  the  Britifh  conftitutions.  But  to  the  weftward, 
her  boundaries  reached  to  the  nations  unknown  even  to  the  native  Indians  of  Canada. 
If  we  might  hazard  a  conjecture,  it  was  nearly  equal  to  the  extent  of  all  Europe.  But 
her  flattering  profpecls,  Fefpefting  America,  were  greatly  abridged  by  the  conteft 
with  her  colonies,  which,  after  eight  years  continuance,  with  a  great  expenfe  of  trea- 
sure and  blood,  ended  in  their  diimemberment  from  the  Britifh  empire,  and  in  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  new  republic,  ftyled,  "  The  united  ftates  of  America."  This  coun 
try  is  warned  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  the  eaft,  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  gulf  of  Mexi- 
co. We  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  the  Mississippi,  the 
lakes  of  Canada,  and  other  great  bodies  of  water,  which  fertilize  and  enrich  its  north- 
ern and  weftern  boundaries,  as  well  as  the  interior  parts. 

The  multitude  of  ifiands,  which  lie  between  the  two  continents  of  North  and  South 
America,  and  divided  among  the  Spaniards,  Englifh  and  French.  The  Dutch,  indeed, 
poflefs  three  or  four  fmall  iflands,  which,  in  any  other  hands,  would  be  ofnoconfe- 
quence  ;  and  the  Danes  have  one  or  two.  We  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  particular  pro- 
vinces, beginning,  according  to  our  method,  with  the  one  fartheft  to  the  north  ;  but  as 
Labrador,  or  New  Britain,  and  the  country  round  Hudfon's  Bay,  with  thofe  vaft  re- 
gions towards  the  pole,  are  little  known,  we  can  only  include,  within  the  following  ta- 
ble, the  countries  that  have  been  formed  into  regular  governments,  which  bring  us  to 
the  50th  degree  of  north  latitude. 
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A       SUMMARY       VIEW 
OF  THE 
F  I R  S  T   SETTLEMENTS 
OF      NORTH      AMERICA. 


Names  of  places. 

Quebec, 

Virginia, 

Newfoundland, 

New-York, 

New-Jerfey, 

Plymouth, 

New  Hamp  (hire, 

Delaware, 
Pennfylvania. 
MafTachufetts  Bay, 

Maryland, 

Connecticut, 

Rhode-Ifland, 

New-Jerfey, 

South- Carolina, 

Pennfylvania, 

North-Carolina, 

Georgia, 
Kentucky, 

Vermont, 

Territory  north  weft  of  the  Ohio, 


When  settled. 
1608 
1609 
1610 
1614 
1614 
1620 

1623 

1627 
1627 
1628 

1633 
1635 
1635 
1664 


By  whom. 

By  the  French. 

By  lord  de  la  War. 

By  governor  John  Guy. 

By  the  Dutch. 

By  the  Dutch. 

By  part  of  Mr.Robinfon'S  congregation* 
fBy  a  fmall  Engliflv  colony  near  the 
|_     mouth  of  Pifcataqua  river. 

By  the  Swedes  and  Fins. 

By  the  Swedes  and  Fins. 

By  captain  John  Endicot  and  company. 

[By  lord  Baltimore,  with  a  colony  or  Rod- 
man catholics. 
|~By  Mr.  Fen  wick,  at  Saybrook,  near  the 

mouth  of  Connecticut  river. 
"By  Mr.  Roger  Williams  and  his  per- 
fecuted  brethren. 
Granted  to  the  duke  of  York  by  Charles 
II.  and  made  adiftincT;  government  $ 
and  fettled  foms  time  before  this    by 
the  Englifli. 
By  govenor  Sale. 

By  Wm.  Penn,with  a  colony  of  quakers. 
C  Erected    into  a  feparate  government  j> 
\     fettled  before  by  the  Englifh. 
By  general  Oglethorp. 
By  col.  Daniel  Boon. 
fBy  emigrants  from  Connecticut  and  0* 
*7°4   L     ther  parts  of  New- England. 
1787      By  the  Ohio  and  other  companies.- 


1669 
1682 

1728 
1769 
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The  fifteen  united  states,  with  the  Western  Territory. 
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Grand  divifions  of  SOUTH    AMERICA. 


f - 

Dift.  and  bear. 

Nations. 

Length. 

Bread. 

Sq.Milcs. 

Chief  cities. 

from  London. 

Belongs  to 

Terra  Firma 

1400 

700 

700,000 

Panama 

4620  S.    \V. 

Spain 

Peru 

1800 

600 

970,000  Lima 

5560  S.    W. 

Ditto 

Amazonia,    a  very  lai'wc 

country 

but  little  known  to  the  Europeans.   1201 

L.  960  li 

L  . 

lUuiana 

780 

480 

250,000 

Surinam 
Cavenne 

3840  S.  W. 

Dutch 
French 

iBradl 

2500 

700 

940,000 

S.  Sebaftian 

6000  S.  W. 

Portugal 

Parag.  or  La  Plata 

1500 

1000 

1,000,000 

Buen.  Ayres 

6040  S,  \Y. 

Spain 

Chili 

1200 

500 

206,000 

St.  Jago 

6600  S.  W. 

spam 

Terra    Magella-") 

The  Spaniards   look  possession  of  it,  but 

'     nica,  or  Pata-  > 

1400 

460 

325,000 

did  not  think  it  worth   while  to    fettle 

gonia                 J 

there. 

The  principal  islands  of  NORTH  AMERICA,    belonging  to  the    Europeans, 

ARE, 


3  £ 

Ilhnds. 

Length. 

Bread. 

Square 
Miles. 

Chief  towns. 

Belongs  to 

r  Newfoundland 

3>° 

zoo 

35,500 

Flacenliu 

Britain 

Cape  Breton 

I  IO 

80 

4,000 

Lottifburg 

Ditio 

z% 

St.  John's 

•03 

30 

2t000 

Charlotte  town 

Ditto 

||"i 

n  The  Bermuda  ifles 

20,000    acres 

31 

St.  George 

Ditto 

The  Bahama  ifles 

very   numerous 

\  aifau 

Ditto 

f  Jamaica 

140 

60 

6,000 

Kungflon 

Ditto 

Barbadoes 

21 

'4 

140 

Bridgetown 

Ditto 

-3 

St.  Chriftopher's 

20 

7 

80 

Baffe  terre 

Ditto 

a 

Antigua 

20 

20 

100 

St.  John's 

Ditto 

J3 

Nevis  and  Mont-  "1 

each  of    thefe    is 

Charleflown 

Ditto 

O 

ferrat                  J 

18  circum. 

Plymouth 

Ditto 

z 

Barbu  !a 

20 

J2 

60 

Ditto 

u 

Anguilla 

3° 

IO 

50 

Ditto 

1 

Dominica 

28 

«3 

150 

Ditto 

-O 

St.  Vincent 

2+ 

18 

150 

Kingfton 

Ditto 

.  . 

Granada 

30 

»S 

150 

St.  George's 

Ditto 

"S.a 

Cuba 

700 

90 

38,400 

Havannah 

Spain 

f|< 

Hifpaniola 

45° 

150 

36,300 

St.  Domingo 

Do  and  France 

Porto  Rico 

100 

49 

3,200 

Porto  Rico 

Spain 

j= j= 

Trinidad 

90 

60 

2,897 

St.  Jofeph 

Ditto 

-     3 

Margarita 

40 

24 

624 

Ditto 

—  t/3 

Martinico 

60 

30 

3U0 

St.  Pierre 

France 

C 

Guadaloupe 

4<r 

38 

250 

Baffe-terre 

Ditto 

J? 

St.  Lucia 

23 

1  2 

90 

Ditto 

i? 

Tobago 

32 

9 

108 

Ditto* 

■a 

a 

St.  Bartholomew  "| 

Ditto 

« 

Defeada,  and         > 

all  of  them  incon- 

Ditto 

„ 

Marigalanta          J 

fiderable. 

Ditto 

'"i 

St.  Enftatia 

29  circum. 

The  Bay 

Dutch 

'£ 

Curaffou 

30             10 

342 

Ditto 

~      ' 

St.  Thomas 

15  circum. 

Denmark 

l£    \ 

St.  Croix 

30            10 

Baffe  End 

Ditto 

•Lately  ceded  to  Sweden  by  France.  Some  of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands have  been  redu- 
ced by  the  llritifh  forces.  As  their  poffemon  is  entirely  precarious,  it  is  thought  better  not  to  al- 
ter the  name  of  the  former  pofieffors.  The  flatement  of  length,  of  bieadth,  and  of  fquare  miles,  in 
the  above  table,  is  not  inlerttd  as  altogether  accurate.  Few  of  the  countries  or  iflands  in  it  have 
undergone  a  regular  menfuration. 
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Situation  and  extent, 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length      850  >    b  /    50  and  70  north  latitude.     \,l870 

Breadth     7503  I    50  and  100  weft  longitnde.  J  6     ''■> 

NEW-BRITAIN,  or  the  country  lying  round  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  commonly  cal- 
led the  country  of  the  Efquimaux,  compiehending  Labrador,  now  North  and 
South  Wales,  is  bounded  by  unknown  lands,  and  frozen  feas,  about  the  pole,  on  the 
north  •,  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  on  the  eaft  ;  by  the  bay  and  river  of  St.  Laurence  and 
Canada,  on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  unknown  lands,  on  the  weft.  Its  length  is  computed 
at  eight  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth  at  feven  hundred  and  fifty. 

Mountains.]  The  tremendous  high  mountains  in  this  country  towards  the 
north,  their  being  covered  with  eternal  fnow,  and  the  winds  blowing  from  thence  for 
three  quarters  of  the  year,  occafion  a  degree  of  cold  in  the  winter  over  all  this  coun- 
try, which  is  not  experienced  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  in  the  fame  latitude. 

Rivers,  bays,  straits,  "I        Thefe  are  numerous,  and  take  their  names  generally 

and  capes.  /  from  the  Englifh  navigators  and  commanders  by  whom 

they  were  firft  difcovered  ;  the  principal  bay  is  that  of  Hudfon,  which  includes  feve- 

ral  others  ;   the  principal   ftraits  are  thofe  of  Hudfon,   Davis,  and  Belleifle  ;  and  the 

chief  rivers  are  the  Moofe,   Severn,   Rupert,   Nelfon,  and  Black  River. 

Soil  and  produce.]  This  country  is  extremely  barren  ;  to  the  northward  of  Hud- 
fon's Bay,  even  the  hardy  pine-tree  is  feen  no  longer,  and  the  fterile  earth  is  incapable 
ofanv  better  production  than  fome  miferable  fhruhs.  Every  kind  of  European  feed, 
which  has  been  committed  to  the  earth,  in  this  inhofpitable  climate,  has  hitherto  pe- 
rifhed  ;  but,  perhaps,  the  feed  of  corn  from  the  northern  parts  of  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way, which  might  be  more  congenial  to  the  climate,  has  not  been  tried.  All  this  feve- 
rity,  and  long  continuance  of  winter,  and  the  eonfequent  barrennefs  of  the  earth,  is 
experienced  in  the  latitude  of  fifty-one. 

Animals.]  Thefe  are  the  moofe  deer,  flags,  rein  deer,  bears,  buffaloes,  wolves, 
foxes,  beavers,  otters,  lynxes,  martins,  fquirrels,  erroins,  wild  cats,  and  hares. 
Of  the  feathered  kind,  there  are  geefe,  buftards,  ducks,  partridges,  and  all  fpecies  of 
wild  fowls.  Of  fifh,  there  are  whales,  morfes,  feals,  cod-fifh,  and  a  white  fi/h  prefer- 
able to  herrings  •,  and  in  their  rivers  and  frefh  waters,  pike,  perch,  carp,  and  trout. 
There  have  been  taken  at  Port  Nelfon,  in  one  feafon,  ninety  thoufand  partridges, 
which  are  here  as  large  as  hens,  and  twenty-five  thoufand  hares. 

All  the  animals  of  thefe  countries  are  clothed  with  a  clofe,  foft,  warm  fur.  In  fum- 
mer  there  is  here,  as  in  other  places,  a  variety  in  the  colours  of  the  feveral  animals  ; 
when  that  feafon  is  over,  which  lafts  only  for  three  months,  they  all  affume  the  li- 
very of  winter,  and  every  fpecies  of  beafts,  and  moft  of  their  fowls,  are  of  the  colour 
of  the  fnow  •,  every  thing,  animate  and  inanimate,  is  white.  This  is  a  furprifing  phe- 
nomenon. But  what  is  yet  more  wonderful,  and  is  indeed  one  of  the  many  link- 
ing things,  that  draw  the  moft  inattentive  to  an  admiration  of  the  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  of  providence,  is,  that  the  dogs  and  cats  from  England,  which  have  been  carried 
into  Hudfon's  Bay  on  the  approach  of  winter,  have  entirely  changed  their  appear- 
ance, and  acquired  a  much  longer,  fofter,  and  thicker  coat  of  hair,  than  they  had 
originally. 

Persons  and  habits.]     The  men  of  this  country  fhow  great  ingenuity  in  their 
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manner  of  kindling  a  fire,  in  clothing  tkemfelves,  and  in  preferving  their  eyes  from 
the  ill  effects  of  that  glaring  white,  which  every  where  furrounds  them,  for  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  year  ;  in  other refpefts  they  are  very  unimproved.  They  are  of  a  tawny 
complexion,  and  lead  a  vagrant  life,  moving  from  place  to  place,  fpending  their  time 
fh  hunting  and  fiihing.  In  their  fhapes  and  faces,  they  do  not  refem  ble  the  Indians  whs 
live  to  the  iouthward  •>  they  are  much  more  like  the  L  aplanders  and  the  Samoeids  -of 
Europe,  already  defcribed,  from  whom  they  are  probably  defcended.  Thofe  on  the 
coaft,  appear  to  be  peaceable  and  inoffenfive,  and  are  dexterous  in  managaing  their 
kiacks  or  boats.      The  others  feem  to  be  of  a  Tartar  original. 

Discovery  and  commerce.]  The  knowledge  of  thefe  northern  feas  and  countries 
was  owing  to  a  project  formed  in  England,  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paflage 
to  China  and  the  Eaft-Indies,  as  early  as  the  year  1576.  Since  then,  it  has  been  fre- 
quently dropped,  and  as  often  revived,  but  never  yet  completed  :  and  from  the  late 
voyages  of  difcovery,  it  feems  manifeft,  that  no  practicable  paffage  ever  can  be  found. 
Frobilheronly  difcovered  the  main  land  of  New-Britain,  or  Terra  de  Labrador  and  thofe 
ft/aits  to  which  he  has  given  his  name.  In  1585,  John  Davis  failed  from  Portfmoufh, 
and  viewed  that  and  the  more  northerly  coafts,  but  he  feems  never  to  have  entered 
the  bay.  Hudfon  made  three  voyages  on  the  fame  adventure,  the  firft  .in  1607,  tne  &' 
cond  in  1608,  and  his  third  and  Iaft  in  16 10.  This  bold  and  judicious  navigator  en- 
tered the  ftraits  that  lead  into  this  new  Mediterranean,  the  bay  known  by  his  name, 
coafttd  a  great  part  of  it,  and  penetrated,  to  eighty  degrees  and  an  half,  into  the  heart 
of  the  frozen  zone.  His  ardour  for  difcovery  not  being  abated  by  the  difficulties  with 
which  heftruggled  in  this  empire  of  winter,  he  ftaid  there  until  the  enfuing  fpring,  and 
prepared,  in  the  beginning  ofi6u,  to  purfue  his  difcoveries;  but  his  crew,  who 
buffered  equal'hardfhips,  without  the  fame  fpirit  to  fnpport  them,  mutinied,  feized 
upon  him,  and  kvtn  of  thofe  who  were  moft  faithful  to  him,  and  committed  them, 
in  an  open  boat,  to  the  fury  of  the  icy  feas.  Hudfon  and  his  companions  were  either 
fwallowed  up  by  the  waves,  or,  gaining  the  inhofpitable  coaft,  were  deftroyed  by  the 
•natives ;  but  the  fhip  and  the  reft  of  the  men  returned  home- 
Other  attempts  towards  a  difcovery  were  made  in  1612  ;  and  1  667  ;  and  a  patent 
for  planting  the  country,  with  a  charter  for  a  company,  was  obtained  in  the  year 
1670.  In  1746,  captain  Ellis  wintered  as  far  north  as  fifty-feven  degrees  and  a  half, 
and  captain  Chriftopher  attempted  farther  difcoveries,  in  1761.  But  befides  thefe  voy- 
age*^ which  fatisfy  us  that  we  muft  not  look  for  a  paflage  on  this  fide  of  the  latitude  of 
fixty-feven  degrees  north,  we  are  indebted  to  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  for  a  jour- 
ney by  land  ;  which  throws  much  additional  light  on  the  fubject,  by  affording,  what 
may  be  called  demonftration,  how  much  farther  north,  at  leaft  in  feme  parts  of  their 
voyage,  fnips  muft  go,  before  they  can  pafs  from  one  fide  of  America  to  the  other. 
The  northern  Indians,  who  come  down  to  the  company's  factories  to  trade,  informed 
tfceir  agents,  of  a  river,  which,  on  account  of  much  copper  being  found  near  it,  had 
obtained  the  name  of  the  Copper-mine  river.  The  company,  being  defirous  of  ex- 
amining into  this  matter  with  preci-fion,  directed  Mr.  Hearne,  a  young  gentleman  in 
their  fervice,  and  who,  having  been  brought  up  for  the  navy,  and  ferved  in  it  the  war 
before  laft,  was  extremely  well  qualified  for  the  purpofe,  to  proceed  over  land,  under 
the  convoy  of  thofe  Indian-s,  for  that  river  ;  which  he  had  orders  to  furvey,  if  poflible, 
quite  down  to  its  exit  into  the  fea,  to  make  obfervations  for  fixing  latitudes  and 
longitudes  ;  and  to  bring  home  maps  and  drawings,  both  of  it  and  of  .the  countries 
through  which  he  fhould  pafs. 

Mr.  Hearne  fet  out  from  Prince  of  Wales's  Fort,  on  Churchill  river,  latitude  fifty- 
eight  degrees  forty-feven  minutes  and  an  half  north,  and  longitude  ninety-four  degrees 
feven  minutes  and  ah  half  weft  from  Greenwich,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1770.  0n 
the  13th  of  June,  he  reached  the  Copper-mine  river,  and  found  it,  even  to  its  exit 
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into  the  Tea,  encumbered  with  fhoals  and  falls,  and  emptying  itfelf  over  the  dry  flat  of 
the  fhore.  The  tide  was  then  out,  but  feemed,  by  the  edges  of  the  ice,  to  rife  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet.  This  rife,  on  account  of  the  falls,  carries  the  fea  but  a  very 
fmall  way  within  the  river's  mouth,  fo  that  the  water  in  it  had  not  the  leaft  brackifh. 
tafte.  Mr.  Hearne  is,  neverthelefs,  fure  that  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea,  or  a  branch 
of  it,  by  the  quantity  of  whalebone  and  fea(-fkins  which  the  Efquimaux  had  at  their 
tents  •,  and  alfo  by  the  number  of  feals,  which  he  faw  upon  the  ice.  The  fea,  at  the 
river's  mouth,  was  full  of  iflands  and  fhoals,  as  far  as  he  could  fee,  by  the  affiftano? 
of  a  pocket  telefcope  •,  and  the  ice  was  not  yet  (July  17th)  broken  up,  but  thawed 
away  only  for  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  and  for  a  little  way 
round  the  iflands  and  fhoals.  But  he  had  the  moft  extenfive  view  of  the  fea,  when  he 
was  about  eight  miles  up  the  river,  from  which  ftation  the  extreme  part  of  it  bore 
N.  W.  by  W.  and  N.  E. 

By  the  time  Mr.  Hearne  had  finifhed  his  furvey  of  the  river,  which  was  about  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  18th,  there  came  on  a  very  thick  fog  and  drizzling 
rain  ;  and  as  he  had  found  the  river  and  fea,  in  every  refpect,  unlikely  to  be  of  anv  uti- 
lity, he  thought  it  unneceflary  to  wait  for  fair  weather,  to  determine  the  latitude  more 
exactly  by  obfervation  ■,  but  by  the  extraordinary  care  which  he  took  in  obferving  the 
courfes  and  diftances,  in  walking  from  Congecatbawbacbaga,  where  he  had  two  very 
good  obfervations,  he  think*  the  latitude  may  be  depended  on  within  20  at  the  utmoft. 
It  appears  from  the  map,  which  Mr.  Hearne  conftructed  of  this  Angular  journey,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  Copper-mine  river  lies  in  latitude  feventy  two  degrees  N.  and  lon- 
gitude twenty  five  degrees  W.  from  Churchill  river  ;  that  is,  about  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  degrees  W.  of  Greenwich.  Mr.  Hearne's  journey  back  from  the  Copper- 
mine river  to  Churchill,  lafted  till  June  30th,  17723  fo  that  he  was  abfent  almoft  a 
year  and  feven  months.  The  extraordinary  hardfhips  which  he  fuffered,  and  the  eflen- 
tial  fervice  that  he  performed,  have  met  with  a  fuitahle  reward.  He  was  for  feveral 
years  governor  of  Prince  of  Wales'  Fort,  on  Churchill  river. 

The  confequences  refulting  from  this  extenfive  difcovery  are  obvious.  We  now  fee 
that  the  continent  of  North  America  ftietches  from  Hudfon's  Bay,  fo  far  to  the 
north-weft,  that  Mr.  Hearne  travelled  near  thirteen  hundred  miles  before  he  arrived 
at  the  fea  ;  and  that  the  whole  of  his  tract  to  the  northward  of  fixty-one  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  lay  near  fix  hundred  miles  due  weft  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  Hudfon's, 
Bay,  at  the  fame  time  that  his  Indian  guides  were  acquainted  with  a  large  tract  of  land 
ftretching  farther  in  the  fame  direction.  Futile,  therefore,  are  the  arguments  of  thofe 
who,  about  forty  years  ago,  fo  ftrongly  contended  for  the  practicability  of  a  north-weft 
pafiage  through  Hu  Ifon's  Bay. 

Though  the  adventurers  failed  in  the  original  purpofe  for  which  they  navigated 
this  bay,  their  project,  even  in  its  failure,  has  been  of  great  advantage.  The  vaft 
countries  which  furround  Hudfon's  bay,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  abound  with 
animils,  whofe  fur  and  fkins  are  valuable.  In  1670,  a  charter  was  granted  to  a 
company,  which  does  not  confift  of  above  nine  or  ten  perfons,  for  the  exclufive  trade 
to  this  bay,  and  they  have  acted  under  it  ever  fince  with  great  benefit  to  themfelves. 
The  fur  and  peltry-trade  might  be  carried  on  to  a  much  greater  extent,  were  it  not 
entire'y  in  the  hands  of  this  exclufive  company, whofe  interefted,  not  to  fay  iniqui- 
tous fpirit,  has  been  the  fubject  of  long  and  juft  complaint.  The  company  employ 
four  fhips,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  feamen.  They  have  feveral  forts,  viz. .Prince 
of  Wales'  fort,  Churchill  river,  NeHon,  New  Severn,  and  Albany,  which  ftand  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  bay,  and  are  garrifoned  by  one  hundred  and  eighty- fix  men.  The 
trench,  in  May,  1762,  rook  and  deftroyed  thefe  forts,  and  the  fettlements,  &c,  valued 
at  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  company  export  commodities  to  the  value  of 
fixteen  thoufand    pounds,  and  bring  home   returns   to  the  value   of  twenty-nine 
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thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  which  yield  to  the  Britim  revenue  three 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty  four  pounds.  This  includes  the  fifhery  in  Hud- 
fon's  Bay  This  commerce  fmall  as  it  is,  affords  immenfe  profits  to  the  company,, 
and  even  fome  advantages  to  Britain  in  general  •,  for  the  commodities  exchanged 
with  the  Indians  for  their  fkins  and  furs,  are  all  manufactured  in  Britain  ;  and  as  the 
Indians  are  not  very  nice  in  their  choice,  thofe  articles  are  fent,  of  which  there  is,  in 
Britain,  the  greateft  plenty,  and  which,  in  the  mercantile  phrafe,  are  drugs.  Though 
the  workmanfhip,  too,  happens  to  be  in  many  refpefts  fo  deficient,  that  no  civilized 
people  would  receive  it,  it  will  be  admired  among  the  Indians.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  {kins  and  furs  brought  from  Hudfon's  Bay,  enter  largely  into  the  manufactures  of 
Britain,  and  afford  her  materials  for  trading  with  many  nations  of  Europe,  to  great 
advantage.  Thefe  circumftances  tend  to  prove,  inconteftibly,  the  immenfe  benefit  that 
would  refult  to  Britain,  by  throwing  open  the  trade  to  Hudfon's  Buy,  fince,  even  in 
its  prefent  reftrained  flat?,'  it  is  fo  advantageous.  This  company,  it  is  probable,  do 
not  find  their  tradefo  advantageous  now  as  it  was  before  the  ceffion  of  Canada.  The 
only  attempt  made  to  trade  with  Labrador,  has  been  direcled  towards  the  fifhery,. 
Britain  has  no  fettlement  here,,  though  the  annual  produceof  the  fifhery,  pmounting* 
to  upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  the  natural  advantages  of  the  coun- 
try, fhould  encourage  her  to  attempt  a  fettlement. 


CANADA,     OR  THE  PROVINCE  OF  QUEBEC. 

Situation  and  extent. 


Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles.. 

Length   1400^1       hetwe_      f6i  and  8 1    weft   longitude.") 
Breadth    400J       betweai      [45  and  52  north  latitude.  J       IOO>oco 

Boundaries.  ]^"S"*HE  French  comprehended,  under  the  name  of  Canada,  a  very 
J[  large  territory,  taking  into  their  claim  pait  of  Nova  Scotia,  New 
England,  and  New- York,  on  the  eaft  •,  and,  to  the  weft,  extending  it  as  faras  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  That  part,  however,  which  they  had  been  able  to  cultivate,  and  which  had 
the  appearance  of  a  colony,  lay  chiefly  upon  the  tanks  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and 
the  numerous  fmall  rivers  falling  into  that  ftream.  This  being  reduced  by  the  Britifh 
arms,  in  the  war  of  1756,  was  formed  into  a  Britifh  co'ony,  called  the  province  of 
Quebec,  which  is  now  bounded  by  New  Britain  and  Hudfon's  Bay,  on  the  north  and; 
eaft  •,  by  Nova  Scotia,  New  England,  and  New  York,  on  the  feuth,  and  by  unknown . 
lands  on  the  weft. 

Air  and  climate.]  The  climate  of  this  extenfive  province  is  not  very  different" 
from  the  colonies  laft  mentioned  ;  but  as  it  is  much  farther  from  the  fea,  and  more 
northerly  than  a  great  part  of  them,  it  has  a  much  feverer  winter,  though  the  air  is: 
generally  clear  ;  but  like  moft  of  the  American  tracts  that  do  not  lie  too  far  to  the 
northward,  the  fummers  are  very  hot,,  yet  pleafant.. 

Soil  and  produce.]  Though  the  climate  is  cold,  and  the  winter  long  and  tedious,, 
the  foil  is  in  general  very  good,  producing  wheat,  barley,  rye,  with  many  other  forts 
of  grains,  fruits,  and  vegetables  ;  tobacco  in  particular,  thrives  well,  and  is  much 
cultivated.  The  ifle  of  Orleans,  near  Quebec,  and  the  lands  near  the  river  St.  Lau- 
rence, and  other  rivers,  are  remarkable  for  fertility.  The  meadow -grounds  in  Cana- 
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da,  which  are  well  watered,  yield  excellent  grafs,  and  breed  vaft  numbers  of  great  and 
fmall  cattle. 

Timber  and  plants.]  The  uncultivated  parts  of  North  America  contain  the 
greateft  forefts  in  the  world.  They  are  a  continued  wood,  not  planted  by  the  hands 
•of  men,  and,  in  all  appearance,  as  old  as  the  world  itfelf.  Nothing  is  more  magnifi- 
cent to  the  fight  •,  the  trees  lofe  themfelves  in  the  clouds  ;  and  there  is  fuch  a  prodi- 
gious variety  of  fpecies,  that  even  among  thofe  perfons  who  have  taken  molt  pains  to 
know  them,  there  is  hardly  one,  perhaps,  acquainted  with  half  the  number.  The  pro- 
vince we  are  defcribing,  produces,  amongft  others,  two  forts  of  pines,  the  white  and 
the  red  -,  four  forts  of  firs  •,  two  forts  of  cedar  and  oak,  the  white  and  the  red  •,  the 
male  and  female  maple  -,  three  forts  of  afh-trces,  the  free,  the  mongrel,  and  the  baf- 
tard  •,  three  forts  of  walnut-trees,  the  hard,  the  foft,  and  thefmooth  •,  vaft  numbers  of 
beech  trees,  and  white  wood  •,  white  and  red  elms,  and  poplars..  The  Indians  hollow 
the  red  elms  into  canors  ;  fome  of  which,  made  out  of  one  piece,  will  contain  twenty 
perfons  ;  others  are  made  of  the  bark,  the  different  pieces  of  which  they  few  together 
into  the  inner  rind,  and  daub  over  the  fams  with  pitch,  or  rather  a  bituminous  mat- 
ter refembling  pitch,  to  prevent  their  leaking  ;  and  the  ribs  of  thefe  canoes  are  made 
of  boughs  of  trees.  About  November,  the  bears  and  wild  cats  take  up  their  habita- 
tions in  the  hollow  elms,  and  remain  there  till  April  Here  are  alfo  found  cherry- 
trees,  plumb-trees,  the  vinegr.r  tree,  the  fruit  of  which,  infufed  in  water,  produces 
vinegar-,  an  aquatic  plant,  called  alaco,  the  fruit  of  which  maybe  made  intoacon- 
fection  ;  the  white  thorn  V  the  cotton  tree,  on  the  top  of  which  grow  feveral  tufts  of 
flowers,  which,  when  flu  ken  in  the  morning,  before  the  dew  falls  off,  produce  honey, 
which  may  be  boiled  up  into  fugar,  the  feed  bring  a  pod,  containing  a  very  fine  kind 
of  cotton  ;  the  fun-plant,  which  refembles  a  marigold,  and  grows  to  the  height  of 
feven  or  e:ght  feet ;  Turkey  corn  ;  French  beans  ;  gourds,  melons,  capihire,  and 
the  hop-plant. 

MtTALS  and  minerals.]  Near  Quebec  is  a  fine  lead  mine.  It  is  faid  that  filver  has 
been  found  in  fome  of  the  mountains.   The  country  alfo  abounds  with  coals. 

Rivers. 3  The  rivers  branching  through  this  country  are  very  numerous,  and  ma- 
ny of  them  large,  bold,  and  deep.  The  principal  are,  the  Outtauais,  St.  John's,  Se- 
gui.i.iy,  Uc-s  Prairies,  and  Trois-  Rivieres,  but  they  are  all  fwallowed  up  by  the  river 
St.  Laurence.  This  river  iflues  from  the  lake  Ontario,  and,  taking  its  courfe  north- 
eaft,  vvafhes  Montreal,  where  it  receives  the  Outtauais,  and  forms  many  fertile  iflands. 
It  continues  the  fame  courfe,  and  meets  the  tide  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles  from 
the  fea,  wher  it  is  navigable  for  large  veflels.  Below  Quebec,  three  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  the  fea,  ir  becomes  broad,  and  fo  deep,  that  fhips  of  the  line  contributed,  in. 
the  former  war,  to  reduce  that  capital.  After  receiving  in  its  progrefs  innumerable 
ftreams,  this  great  river  fal's  into  the  ocean,  at  Cape  Rofieres,  where  it  is  above  an 
hundred  miles  broad,  and  where  the  cold  is  intenfe,  and  the  fea  boifterous.  In  its  pro- 
gress it  forms  a  varitty  of  bays,  harbours,  and  iflands,  many  of  them  fruitful  and  ex- 
tremely pleafant. 

Lakc;s.]  Here  are  five  lakes,  the  fmalleft  of  which  is  apiece  of  frefh  water  as, 
great  as  any  in  the  other  parts  of  the  world  •,  this  is  the.  lake  Ontario,  which  is  not 
Icis  ttian  two  hundred  leagues  in  circumference.  Erie  or  Ofwego,  longer  but  not  fo- 
broad,  is  rather  larger.  That  of  Huron  fpreads  greatly  in  width,  and  is,  in  circum- 
ference, not  lefs  than  three  hundred,  as  is  that  of  Michigan,  though  like  the  lake 
Erie,  it  is  rather  long  and  comparatively  narrow.  But  the  lake  fuperior.  which  con- 
tai  s  feveral  large  iflands,  is  five  hundred  leagues  in  circuit.  All  of  thefe  are  naviga- 
ble by  any  vefll-ls,  an  i  they  all  communicate  with  one  another,  except  that  the  paf- 
fege  between  Erie  r..p.d  Ontario  is  interrupted  by  a  ftupendous  fall  or  cataract",  which 
is.  called  the  Falls  of  Niagara.      The  water  here  is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  where  the 
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rock  croffes  it,  not  in  a  direct  line,  but  in  the  form  of  a  half  moon.  When  it  cornes 
to  the  perpendicular  fall,  which  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  no  words  can  ex- 
prefs  the  confirmation  of  travellers  at  feeing  fo  great  a  body  of  water  falling,  or 
rather  violently  thrown,  from  fo  great  a  height,  upon  the  rocks  below  ;  from 
which  it  again  rebounds  to  a  very  great  height,  being  all  covered  into  foam  through 
thofe  violent  agitations.  The  noifeof  this  fall  is  often  heard  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen 
miles,  and  fometimes  much  farther.  The  vapour  arifing  from  the  fall  may  fometimes 
be  feen  at  a  great  diftance,  appearing  like  a  cloud,  or  pillar  of  fmoke,  and  in  theappear- 
ance  of  a  rainbow,  when  the  fun  and  the  pofition  of  the  traveller  are  favourable.  Many 
beafts  and  fowls  here  lofe  their  lives,  by  attempting  to  fwim  acrofs  the  ftream  in  the 
rapids  above  the  fall,  and  are  found  dafhed  in  pieces  below  •,  and  fometimes  the  In- 
dians, through  carelefinefs  or  drunkennefs,  have  met  with  the  fame  fate  ,  and  per- 
haps no  place  in  the  world  is  frequented  by  fuch  a  number  of  eagles,  as  are  invited 
hither,  by  the  carnage  of  deer,  elks,  bears,  &c.  on  which  they  feed.  The  river  St.  Lau- 
rence, as  we  have  already  obferved,  is  the  outlet  of  thefe  lakes  •,  by  this  they  dif- 
charge  themfelves  into  the  ocean.  The  French,  when  in  poffeiTion  of  the  province, 
built  foits,  at  the  feveral  ftraits,  by  which  thefe  lakes  communicate  with  each  other, 
as  well  as  where  the  laft  of  them  communicates  with  the  river.  By  thefe  they  effectu- 
ally fecured  to  themfelves  the  trade  of  the  lakes,  and  an  influence  upon  all  the  na- 
tions of  America  which  lay  near  them. 

Animals.]  Thefe  make  the  moft  curious,  and  hitherto  the  moft  interefting  part  of 
the  natural  hiftory  of  Canada.  The  animals  that  find  fhdter  and  nourifhment  in  the 
immenfe  forefts  of  Canada,  and  which  indeed  traverfe  the  uncultivated  parts  of  all 
this  continent,  are  minks,  mufk-rats,  elks,  deer,  bears,  foxes,  martins,  wild  cats,  fer- 
rets, weafels,  fquirrels  of  a  large  fize  and  greyifh  hue,  hares,  and  rabbits.  The  fouthern 
parts,  in  particular,  breed  great  numbers  of  buffaloes,  deer  of  a  fmall  fize,  various 
forts  of  roebucks,  goats,  wolves,  &c.  The  marines,  lakes,  and  pools,  which  in 
this  country  are  very  numerous,  fwarm  with  otters,  beavers,  orcaftors,  of  which  the 
white  are  highly  valued,  being  fcarce,  as  well  as  of  the  right  black  kind.  The  American 
beaver,  though  refembling  the  creature  known  in  Europe  by  that  name,  has  many 
particulars  which  render  it  the  moft  curious  animal  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  It 
is  near  four  feet  in  length,  and  weighs  fixty  or  feve.ity  pounds.  It  lives  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  years,  and  the  females  generally  bring  forth  four  young  ones  at  a  time.  It  is 
an  amphibious  quadruped,  that  continues  not  long  at  a  time  in  the  water,  but  yet 
cannot  live  without  frequently  bathing  in  it.  The  favages,  who  waged  continual  war 
with  this  animal,  believed  it  was  a  rational  creature,  that  it  lived  in  fociety,  and  was 
governed  by  a  leader,  refembling  their  own  fachem  or  prince.  It  muft,  indeed,  be 
allowed  that  the  curious  accounts  given  of  this  animal  by  travellers,  the  manner  in 
which  it  contrives  its  habitation,  provides  food  to  ferve  during  the  winter,  and  always 
in  proportion  to  the  continuance  and  feverity  of  it,  are  fuftlcient  to  fhow  the  near  ap- 
proaches of  inftinct  toreafon,  and  even,  in  fome  inftances,  the  fuperioritv  of  the  for- 
mer. Their  colours  are  different  •,  black,  brown,  white,  yellow,  and  ftraw-colour  •,  but 
it  is  obleryed,  that  the  lighter  their  colour,  the  lefs  quantity  of  fur  they  are  clothed 
with,  and  the  warmer  the  climate  they  live  in.  The  furs  of  the  beaver  are  of  two  kinds, 
the  dry  and  the  green  •,  the  dry  are  the  {kins  before  they  are  applied  to  any  ufe  ;  the 
green  are  the  furs  that  are  worn,  after  being  fewed  to  one  another,  by  the  Indians, 
who  befmear  them  with  unctuous  fubftances,  which  not  only  render  them  more  pliable, 
but  give  the  fine  down,  that  is  manufactured  into  hats,  that  oily  quality  which  renders 
it  proper  to  be  worked  up  with  the  dry  fur.  Both  the  Dutch  and  Enghifh  have,  of  late, 
found  the  fecret  of  making  excellent  cloths,  gloves,  and  ftockings,  as  well  as  hats, 
from  the  beaver  fur.  Befides  the  fur,  this  ufeful  animal  produces  the  true  caftoreum: 
the  value  of  this  drug  is  well  known.    The  mulk  rat  refembles  the  beaver,  in  every 
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thing  but  its  tail.  It  affords  a  very  ftrong  mullc.  The  elk  is  of  the  Hz--'  of  a  horfe  or 
mule.  Many  extraordinary  medicinal  qualities,  particulary  that  of  curing  the  falling 
(icknefs,  are  alcribed  to  the  hoof  of  the  left  foct  of  this  animal.  Its  flefh  is  very 
agreeable  and  nourifhing,  and  its  colour  a  mixture  of  light-grey  and  dark  red.  It  loves 
the  cold  countries  •,  and  when  the  winter  affords  it  no  grafs,  it  gnaws  the  bark  of  trees. 
It  is  dangerous  to  approach  very  near.this  animal  when  it  is  hunted,  as  it  fometimes 
fprings  furioufly  on  its  pursuers,  and  tramples  them  to  pieces.  To  prevent  this,  the 
liunter  throws  his  clothes  to  it,  and  while  the  deluded  anim  il  fpends  his  fury  on  thefe, 
lie  takes  proper  meafures  to  difpateh  it. 

There  is  a  carnivorous  animal  here,  called  the  carcajou,  of  the  feline  or  cat  kind, 
with  a  tail  fo  long,  that  Charlevoix  fays,  he  twilled  it  feveral  times  round  his  body. 
It  is  about  two  feet  in  length,  from  the  end  of  the  fnout  to  the  tail.  It  is  faid,  that 
this  animal,  winding  himfelf  about  a  tree,  will  dart  from  thence  upon  the  elk,  and, 
twilling  his  ftrong  tail  round  his  body,  cut  his  throat  in  a  moment. 

1  he  buffaloe,  a  wild  anirrfal  of  the  row  kind,  has  much  the  fame  appearance  with 
thofe  of  Europe  :  Lis  bod)  is  covered  with  a  black  wool,  which  is  highly  efteemed. 
The  flefh  of  the  female  is  very  good,  and  the  buffaloe  hides  are  foft  and  pliable  as 
chamois  leather,  but  fo  very  ftrong,  that  the  bucklers  which  the  Indians  make  ufe  of,  are 
hardly  penetrable  by  a  mulket  ball.  The  Canadian  roebuck  is  a  domeftic  animal. 
Wolves  are  fcarce  in  Canada,  but  thev  afford  the  firieft  fins  in  all  the  country  :  their 
flefh  is  white,  and  good  to  eat.  The  black  foxes  are  generally  efteemed,  and  very  fcarce; 
but  thofe  of  other  colours  are  more  common  ;  and  fome,  on  the  upper  Miffiftip.pi, 
are  of  a  filver  colour,  and  very  beautiful.  They  live  upon  water- fouls,  which  they 
decoy  by  a  thoufand  antic  tricks,  and  then  fpring  upon,  and  devour  them.  The  Cana- 
cliin  pole  cat,  or  fkunk,  has  a  moft  beautiful  white  fur,  except  the  tip  of  his  tail, 
which  is  as  black  as  jet.  Nature  has  given  this  animal  no  defence  but  its  urine,  the 
fmell  of  which  is  naufeous  and  intolerable;  this,  when  attacked,  itfprinkles  plentifully 
on  its  tail,  and  throws  it  on  the  affailant.  The  Canadian  wood-rat  is  of  a  beautiful 
filver  colour,  with  a  bufhy  tail,  and  twice  as  big  as  the  European.  Here  are  three 
forts  of  fquirrels  ;  that  railed  the  flying.fquirrel  will  fpring  forty  paces  and  mote,  from 
one  tree  to  another.  1  his  little  animal  is  eafily  tamed,  and  is  very  lively.  The  Ca- 
nadian porcupine  is  fomething  lefs  than  a  middle  fized  dog  ;  when  roafted,  he  eats 
full  as  well  as  a  fucking  pig.  The  hares  and  rabbits  differ  little  from  thofe  in  Europe, 
only  that  they  turn  grey  in  winter.  There  are  two  forts  cf  bears  here,  one  of  a  red- 
difn,  and  the  other  of  a  black  colour  ;  but  the  former  is  the  moft  dangerous.  The 
bear  is  not  naturally  fierce,  unlefs  when  wounded,  or  oppreffed  with  hunger.  They 
run  themfe'ves  very  poor  in  the  month  of  Julv,  and  it  is  then  fomewhat  dangerous 
to  meet  them.  During  winter,  when  the  fnow  lies  from  four  to  fix  feet  deep,  they  are 
faid  to  fupport  themfelves  by  fucking  their  paws.  Scarcely  any  thing  among  the  In- 
dians is  undertaken  with  greater  folemnity  than  hunting  the  bear;  and  an  alliance 
with  a  noted  bear- hunter,  who  has  killed  feveral  in  one  day,  is  more  eagerly  fought 
after,  than  that  of  an  eminent  warrior  ;  as  this  chace  fupplies  the  family  w  ith  both 
food  and  clothing. 

Of  the  feathered  creation,  they  have  eagles,  falcons,  gofhawks,  tercols,  partridges, 
grey,  red,  and  black,  with  long  tails,  which  they  fpreadout  as  a  fan,  and  which  make 
a  very  beautiful  appearance  ;  woodcocks  are  fcarce  in  Canada,  but  fnipes,  and  other 
water  game,  are  plentiful.  A  Canadian  raven  is  faid,  by  fome  writers,  to  eat  as  well 
as  a  puilet,  and  an  owl,  Mill  better.  Here  are  black-birds,  fwallows,  and  larks  ;  no 
lefs  trian  twenty-two  different  fpecies  of  ducks,  and  a  great  number  of  fwans,  tur- 
keys, geefe,  buftards,  teal,  water-hens,  cranes,  and  other  large  water  fowl  ;  but  al- 
ways at  a  diftar.ee  from  houfes.  The  Canadian  wood  pecker  is  a  beautiful  bird. 
1  hru fh.es  and  goldfinches  are  found  here ;  but  the  chief  Canadian  bird,  of  melody,  is 
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the  whtte-bird,  which  is  a  kind  of  ortolan,  very  fiiowy,  and  remarkable  for  announc- 
ing the  return  of  fpring.  The  fly  bird  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  beautiful  of  any  in  na- 
ture ;  with  all  his  plumage,  he  is  no  bigger  than  a  cock  chafer,  and  he  makes  a  noife 
with  his  wings  like  the  humming  of  a  large  fly. 

Among  the  reptiles  of  this  country,  the  rattle- fnake  chiefly  deferve-s  attention'. 
Some  of  thefe  are  as  thick  as  a  man's  leg,  and  are  long  in  porportioru  What  is  moft 
remarkable  in  this  animal,  is  the  tail,  which  is  fcaly  like  a  coat  of  mail,  and  on  which 
it  is  faid  there  grows  every  year  one  ring,  or  row  of  fcales  ;  fo  that  they  know  its 
age  by  its  tail,  as  we  do  that  of  a  horfe  by  its  teeth.  In  moving,  it  makes  a  rattling 
noife,  from  which  it  has  its  name.  The  bite  of  this  ferpent  is  mortal,  if  a  remedy  is- 
not  applied  immediately.  In  all  places  where  this  dangerous  reptile  is  bred,  there  grows 
a  plant  which  is  called  rattle-fnake  herb,  the  root  of  which  is  a  certain  antidote  aga'nft 
the  venom  of  this  ferpent,  and  that  with  the  melt  Ample  preparation,  for  it  requires- 
only  to  be  pounded  or  chewed,  and  applied,  like  a  platter,  to  the  wound.  The  rattle-- 
fnake  feldom  bites  palTengers,  unlefs  it  is  provoked  -,  and  never  darts  itfelfat  any 
pt-rfon,  without  firft  rattling  three  times  with  his  tail.  When  purfued,  if  it  has  but  little 
time  to  recover,  it  folds  itfelf  round,  with  the  head  in  the  middle,  and  then  darts 
itfelf,  with  great  fury  and  violence,  againft  its  purfuers  :  nevertheless,  the,favages 
chafe  it,  and  find  its  flefli  very  good. 

The  river  St.  Laurence  contains,  perhaps,  the  greateft  variety  cf  fifli  of  any 
river  in  the  world,  and  thefe  in  the  greateft  plenty  and  of  the  beft  forts. 

Befides  a  great  variety  of  other  fifh  in  the  rivers  and  lakes,  are  fea- wolves,  fea- 
cows,  porpoifes,  the  lencornet,  the  goberque,  the  fea  plaice,  faimon,  lo'  tiers, 
the  chaourafou,  fturgeon,  the  achigau  •,  the  gilthead,  tunny,  trout,  turtle,  prey,  fmelts,. 
conger-eels,  mackarel,  foals,  herrings,  anchovies,  and  pilchards.  ,The  fea-wclf  is  an- 
amphibious  creature  ;  the  largeft  are  faid  to  weigh  two  thoufand  pounds  ;  their  fit  fit 
is  good  eating  ;  but  the  chief  advantage  lies  in  the  oil,  which  is  proper  for  burning,- 
and  currying  of  leather  ;  their  skins  make  excellent  coverings  for  trunks,  and  though- 
not  fo  fine  as  Morocco  leather,  they  preferve  their  frefhnefs  better,  and  are  lefs  lia- 
ble to  cracks.  The  fhoes  and  boots  made  of  thofe  fkins  let  in  no  water,  and,  when 
properly  tanned,  make,  excellent  and  lafting  covers  for  feats.  The  Canadian  fea- 
cow  is  larger  than  the  fea- wolf,  but  refembles  it  in  figure  :  it  has  two  teeth  of  the 
thicknefs  and  length  of  a  man's  arm,  which,  when  grown,  look  like  horns,  and  are 
very  fine  ivory,  as  well  as  its  other  teeth.  Some  of  the  porpoifes  of  the  river  St.  Lau- 
rence are  faid  to  yield  a  hogfbead  of  oil,  and  of  their  fkins  waift-  coats  are  made.  The 
lencornet  is  a  kind  of  cuttle  fifh,  quite  round,  or  rather  oval  •,  there  are  three  forts  of 
them,  which  differ  only  in  fize  •,  fome  being  as  large  as  a  hogfbead,  and  others  but  a 
foot  long  ;  the  lafl  only  are  caught,  and  they  are  excellent  eating.  The  goberque  has 
the  tafte  and  fmell  of  a  fmall  cod.  The  fea-plaice  is  good  eating  •,  and  taken  by  long 
poles  armed  with  iron  hooks.  The  chaourafou  is  about  five  feet  long,  and  fix  or 
eight  inches  thick,  refembling  a  pike  •,  but  is  covered  with  fcales  that  are  proof  againft 
a  dagger.  His  colour  is  a  filver  grey  •,  and  there  grows  under  his  mouth  a  long,  bony 
fubftance,  ragged  at  the  edges.  One  may  readily  conceive,  that  an  animal  fo  well  for- 
tified, is  a  ravager  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  water;  but  this  fifh  preys  alfo  on 
the  feathered  creation.  He  conceals  himfelf  among  the  canes  and  reeds,  in  fuch  a  way, 
that  nothing  is  to  be  {ten  befides  his  weapon,  which  he  holds  raifed  perpendicularly 
above  the  furface  of  the  water.  The  fowls  which  come  to  take  reft,  imagine  the  wea- 
pon to  be  only  a  withered  reed,  and  perch  upon  it ;  but  they  are  no  fooner  alighted, 
than  the  fifh  opens  his  throat,  and  makes  fuch  a  fudden  motion  to  feize  his  prev, 
that  it  feldom  efcapes  him.  This  fifh  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  lakes.  The  fturgeon  is- 
both  a  frefh  and  fait  water  fifh,  taken  on  the  coafts  of  Canada  and  the  lakes,  from 
eight  to  twelve  feet  long.,  and  porportionably  thick.     There  is  a  fmall  kind  of  ftur-. 
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geon,  the  flcili  of  which  is  very  tender  and  delicate.  The  achigau,    and  the  gilthead, 
are  fifli  peculiar  to  the  river  St.  Laurence. 

Inhabitants  and  principal  towns.]  Before  the  former  war,  the  banks  of  the  ri- 
ver St.  Laurence,  above  Quebec,  were  populous.  The  number  of  the  French  and 
Englifh,  fettled  in  this  province,  is  undoubtedly  upon  the  increafe.  In  the  year  1783, 
Canada  and  Labrador  were  fuppofed  to  contain  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants*.  The  different  tribes  of  Indians  in  Canada  are  numerous  •,  buf 
thefe  people  decreafe  in  population  where  the  Europeans  multiply,  owing  chiefly  to 
the  immoderate  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  of  which  they  are  excefiively  fond. 

Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada,  is  fituated  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  St.  Lau- 
rence and  St.  Charles,  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  fea.  It  is 
built  on  a  rock,  partly  of  marble  and  partly  of  flate.  The  town  is  divided  into  an  up- 
per and  a  lower  ■,  the  houfes  in  both  are  of  ftone.  The  fortifications  are  ftrong,  though 
not  regular.  The  governor  refides  in  the  citadel.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is 
computed  at  about  fifteen  thoufand.  The  river  which,  from  the  fea  hither,  is  four 
or  five  leagues  broad,  contracts,  all  of  a  fudden,  to  about  the  breadth  of  a  mile.  The 
haven,  which  lies  oppofite  to  the  town,  is  fife  and  commodious,  and  the  water  is 
about  five  fathom  deep.  The  harbour  is  flanked  by  two  ba lions.  They  are  raifed 
twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  which  is  about  the  height  of  the  tides  at  the  time 
of  the  equinox. 

From  Quebec  to  Montreal,  which  is  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  miles,  in  fail- 
ing up  the  river  St.  Laurence,  the  eye  is  entertained  with  beautiful  landfcapes,  the 
banks  being  in  many  places,  very  bold  and  fteep,  and  (haded  with  lofty  trees.  The 
farms  lie  pretty  clofe  all  the  way  •,  feveral  farm  houfes,  neatly  built,  fhow  therrtfelves 
at  intervals,  and  there  is  all  the  appearance  of  a  flourifh'ng  colony,  but  there  are  few 
towns  or  villages.  Many  beautiful  lflands  are  interfperfed  in  the  channel  of  the  river. 

The  town  called  Trois  Rivieres,  ftands  about  halfway  between  Quebec  and  Mon- 
treal, and  has  its  name  from  three  rivers  which  join  their  currents  here,  and  fall  into 
the  river  St.  Laurence.  It  is  much  reibrted  to  by  feveral  nations  of  Indians,  who,  by 
the  courfe  of  the  rivers,  come  hither  and  trade  with  the  inhabitants  in  various  kinds 
of  furs  and  fkins.  The  country  is  pleafant,  and  fertile  in  corn,  fruit,  &c.  and  great 
numbers  of  houfes  ftand  on  both  fides  of  the  river. 

Montreal  ftands  on  an  ifland  in  the  river  St  Laurence,  which  is  teh  leagues  in 
length  and  four  in  breadth,-  at  the  foot  cf  a  mountain  which  gives  name  to  it,  about 
half  a  league  from  the  fouth  fhore.  While  the  French  had  poffeffion  of  Canada,  both 
the  city  and  ifland  of  Montreal  belonged  to  private  proprietors,  who  had  improved 
them  fowell,  that  the  whole  ifland  was  become  a  moft  delightful  fpot,  and  produced 
every  thing  that  could  adminifter  to  the  convenience  of  life.  The  city  forms  an 
oblong  fquare,  divided  by  regular  and  well  formed  ftreets  ;  and  when  taken  by  the 
Englifh,  the  houfes  were  built  in  an  elegant  manner  ;  and  every  houfe  might  be  feen  at 
one  view  from  the  harbour,  or  from  the  fouthernmoft  fide  of  the  river,  as  the  hill,  on 
the  fide  of  which  the  town  is  fituated,  falls  gradually  to  the  water.  This  place  is  fur* 
rounded  by  a  wall  and  a  dry  ditch  •,  and  its  fortifications  have  been  much  improved  by 
the  Englifh.  Montreal  is  nearly  as  large  as  Quebec  ;  but  fince  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Englifh,  it  hath  fuffered  much  by  fires,  one  of  which  happened  in  the  winter  1 794. 

Government. ~]  Before  the  former  war,  the  French  were  free  from  all  taxes,  and 
had  full  liberty  to  hunt,  fifh,  fell  timber,  and  to  fow  and  plant  as  much  land  as  they 
could  cultivate.  By  the  capitulation  granted  to  the  French,  when  this  country   was 

*  In  1784,  general  Haldimand  ordered  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  to  be  taken,  when  they  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  thousand  and  twelve  English  and  French,  exclusive  often  thousand  loyalists  settled  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
pvoivnee. 
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reduced,  both  individuals  and  communities  were  fecured  in  all  their  rights   and  privi- 
le^es. 

It  wis  enacted  by  parliament  in  the  year  iy  74,  that  it  fhould  be  lawful  for  the  king 
of  F.nrrland  t*  appoint  a  council  for  the  affairs  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  to  confift 
of  fuch  perfnns  refident  there,  not  exceeding  twenty  three,  nor  lefs  than  feven teen, 
as  he  fnouid  appoint  5  and  upon  the  death,  removal,  or  abfence  of  any  of  its  members, 
to  appoint  others  to  fucceed  them.     This  council  was  vetted  with  authority  to  make 


liputes  as  to  property 

by  the  French  laws  of  Canada  •,  but  the  criminal  law  of  England  was  to  have  force  in 
the  province-  The  inhabitants  of  Canada  were  allowed,  by  this  aft,  not  only  to  pro- 
ofs the  Roman  catholic  rebgion,  but  their  clergy  were  inverted  with  a  right  to  claim 
their  accuiiomed  tithes  from  thofe  of  the  fame  religion.  This  act  occ.ifioned  an 
alarm  both  in  England  and  America,  and  excited  a  ipirit  of  diffttisfaftion  againft  the 
liritifh  government  in  the  colonies. 

The  form  of  government  here  has  undergone  a  material  change  fince  the  American 
revolution.  Bv  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  the  year  1791,  and  which  took  effect 
on  the  full  of  January,  1792,  Canada  was  divided  into  two  provinces,  called  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada.  In  both,  the  legislative  authority  is  veiled  in  two  branches,  the 
one  filled  the  "  legifiative  council,"  to  confift  of  {evzn  perfons  in  Upper  Ca-uida, 
and  fifteen  in  Lower,  appointed,  by  the  king,  for  life,  a:;d  whofe  feats,  on  their 
ideceafe,  are  to  be  filled  by  their  heirs  male,  refpeftively.  The  other  branch  is  cel- 
led, "  the  afhmbly,"  and  is  to  confift,  in  Upper  Canada,  of  fixteen  members,  and  in 
Lower,  of  fifty,  to  be  chofen  by  the  people.  A  perfon  rr.uft  poffefs  a  freehold  of  at 
Laft  five  pounds  per  annum,  to  vote  for  a  member  of  afembly  ;  and  to  be  a  member, 
it  is  requifite  to  poffefs  a  houfe  or  farm  of  at  leaft  the  value  of  ten  pounds  per  ann. 

The  former  la  vs  and  cuftoms  are  to  continue  in  force,  except  fo  far  as  altered  by 
this  aft,  and  fuch  future  afts  as  (hall  be  made  by  the  king,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  legislatures  of  the  two  provinces.  The  protectant  is  declared  to  be  the  ef- 
fablifhed  religion;  but  other  forms  of  worfhip  aie  tolerated.  The  bifliop  of  Nova 
Scotia  is  fupreme  over  the  clergy  of  the  Canadas.  Their  fupport  is  provided  for  by 
an  allow.ir.ee  of  one-fever.th  part  of  all  the  lands  granted  by  the  crown.  The  iiabeas 
corpus  act  and  trial  by  jury  are  fecured  to  the  f  bjeers  of  Bri'.ain  in  thefe  provinces. 
The  judges  of  the  courts  are  appointed  and  paid  by  the  king  ;  but  hold  their  feats 
during  good  behaviour.  Their  judgments  are  not  conclufive,  appeals  being  allowed 
from  the  in  to  the  king  in  council. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  i#e  conftitution  as  eftc.blifhed,  in  1 79 1 ,  bv  the  parliament  of 
Britain,  and  impofed  on  the  people  of  Camda  ;  on  which  one  observation  naturally 
occurs  :  that  it  is  nothing  but  a  fervilecopv  of  the  Britiih  conftkuMo.i,  and  breathes 
little  of  that  fptrit  of  equal  liberty  and  attention  to  the  general  welfare  and  happinefs 
of  the  people,  which  would  haveftrongly  marked  a  fyftem  of  government  penned  and 
eftablifhed  by  a  juft  representation  of  tiiemfelves. 

Britifh  America  is  fuperintended  by  an  officer,  filled  governor-general  of  the  four 
Britiih  provinces  in  North  America.  He  is  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in 
the  provinces  and  governments  attached  to  them,  and  in  Newfoundland.  Eacft  of 
the  provinces  has  likewife  a  lieutenant  governor. 

Trade  and  commerce.]  The  expulfion  of  the  French  from  Canada,  paved  the 
way  for  the  independence  of  the  united  ftates  of  North  America.  It  deferves,  there- 
fore, to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  moft  fortunate  events  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 
I  he  late  fupremacy  of  Britain  over  this  country,  was  of  no  real  advantage  to  herfelf, 
nor  can  fhe  likely  derive  any  profit  from  the  pofi'ession  of  Canada.     That  province 
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principally  wants  from  Europe,  wine,  or  rather  rum,  clothes,  chiefly  coarfe  linen,  and 
wrought  iron.  The  Indian  trade  requires  rum,  tobacco,  a  fort  of  duftil  blankets,  guns, 
powder,  balls,  and  flints  ;  kettles,  hatchets,  toys,  and  trinkets  of  all  kinds. 

While  this  country  was  poflefTed  by  the  French,  the  Indians  fuppliedthem  with  pel- 
try ;  and  the  French  had  traders,  who,  like  the  original  inhabitants,  traverfed  the  vaft 
lakes  and  rivers  in  canoes,  with  incredible  induftry  and  patience,  carrying  their  goods 
into  the  remoteft  parts  of  America.  On  the  other  hand,  Indians,  from  the  diftance  of 
one  thoufand  miles,  came  to  the  French  fair  at  Montreal,  which  began  in  June,  and 
fometimes  lafted  for  three  months.  On  this  occafion,  many  folemnities  were  obfervedj 
guards  were  placed,  and  the  governor  attended  to  preferve  order,  in  fuch  a  concourfe, 
and  with  fo  great  a  variety  of  lavage  nations.  But  fometimes  great  difputes  and  tu- 
mults happened  •,  and  the  Indians  frequently  exchanged  for  a  dram  all  they  were 
poflefled  of.  Many  of  thefe  nations  pafled  by  the  fettlement  of  Albany  in  New  York, 
and  travelled  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  farther  to  Montreal,  though  they  might 
have  purchafed  the  goods  cheaper  at  the  former. 

History]   See  the  general  account  of  America. 


NOVA    SCOTIA. 

Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length      350  J      hetween   S  43  and  49  north  latitude.  *1 
Breadth     230}      between  \6o  a&  67  wdHongitude./ 57>0o° 

Bud  1  "OOUNDED  by  the  river  St.  Laurence,  on  the  north  ;  by  the  gulf 

'-■  J3  °f  St.  Laurence  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  on  the  eaft  •,  by  the  fame 
oceans  on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  Canada  and  New- England,  on  the  weft.  In  the  year 
^1784,  this  province  was  divided  into  two  governments. 

The  province  and  government  now  ftyled  New-Brunswick,  is  bounded,  on  the 
weftward  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  by  that  river  to  its  fource,  and  by  a 
line  drawn  due  north  from  thence  to  the  fouthern  boundary  of  the  province  of  Que- 
bec ;  to  the  northward,  by  that  boundary,  as  far  as  the  weftern  extremity  of  the  Bay 
de  Chaleurs  •,  to  the  eaftward,  by  the  fame  bay,  to  the  gulf  of  St.  Laurence,  to  the 
bay  called  Bay  Verte  ;  to  the  fouth,  by  a  line  in  the  centre  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy£  from 
the  river  St.  Croix  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mufquat  river,  by  the  fame  river  to  its  fource, 
and  from  thence  by  a  due  eaft  line  acrofs  the  ifthmus  into  the  Bay  Verte,  to  join  the 
eaftern  lot  above  defcribed,  including  all  iflands  within  fix  leagues  of  the  coaft. 

Rivers.]  The  river  St.  Laurence  forms  the  northern  boundary.  The  rivers  RiT- 
gouche  and  Nipifiguit  run  from  weft  to  eaft,  and  fall  into  the  bay  of  St.  Laurence. 
The  rivers  of  St.  John,  Paflamaquodi,  Penobfcot,  and  St.  Croix,  which  run  from 
north  to  fouth,  fall  into  Fundy  Bay,  or  the  fea,  a  little  to  the  eaftward  of  it. 

Seas,  bays,  and  capes.]  The  feas  adjoining  to  it  are,  the  Atlantic  ocean,  Fundy 
Bay,  and  the  gulf  of  St.  Laurence.  The  lefler  bays  are,  Chenigto  and  Green  Bay  upon 
the  ifthmus,  which  joins  the  north  part  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  fouth  ;  and  the  Bay  of 
Chaleurs  on  the  north-eaft  ;  the  bays  of  Chebucto,  Profperi  St.  Margaret,  La  Heve, 
port  Maltois,  port  Vert,  and  port  Joly,  on  the  fouth  j  port  la  Tour,  on  the  fouth-eaft  ; 

Vol.  II.  3  Q 


242  BRITISH    AMERICA. 

port  St.  Mar)',  Annapolis,  and  Minas,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Fundy  Bay,  and  port  Rofe- 
wav,  now  the  mofl:  populous  of  all. 

The  chief  capes  are,  Cape  Portage,  Ecoumenac,  Tourmentin,  Cape  Port,  and' 
Epis,  on  the  eaft  ;  Cape  Fogeri,  and  Cape  Canceau,  on.  the  fouth  •,  Cape  Blanco,  Cape. 
Vert,  Cape  Theodore,  Cape.la  Heve,  and  Cape  Negro,  on  the  fcuth  j  Cape  Sable,  and 
Cape  Fourche,  on  the  fouth  weft. 

Lakes.]  The  lakes  are  very  numerous,  but  have  not  yet  received,  particular 
names. 

Climate.]  The  climate  of  this  country,  though  within  the  temperate  zone,  has 
been  found  rather  unfavourable  to  European  conftitutions.  The  people  are  wrapt, 
up  in  the  gloom  of  a  fog  during  great  part  of  the  year,  and,  for  four  or  five  months,, 
it  is  intenfely  cold.  But  though  the  cold  in  winter,  and  the  heat  in  fummer,  are- 
great,  they  come  on  gradually,  fo  as  to  prepare  the  body  for  enduring  both; 

Soil  and  produce.]  From  fuch  an  unfavourable  climate  little  can  be  expected. 
Nova  Scotia,  or  New  Scotland,  was,  till  lately,  almoft  a  continued  foreft  ;  and  agri- 
culture, though  attempted  by  the  Englifli  fettlers,  has  hitherto  made  little  progrefs. 
In  mofl ;  parts,  the  foil  is  thin  and  barren,  the  corn  it  produces,  of  a  flirivelled  kind 
like  rye,  and  the  grafs  intermixed  with  a  cold,  fpungy  mofs.  However,  it  is  not  uni. 
formly  bad  ;  there  are  traits  in  the  peninfula  to  the  fouthward,  which  do  not  yield 
to  the  beft  land  in  New- England;  and,  in  general,  the  foil  is  adapted  to  the  produce 
of  hemp  and  flax.  The  timber  is  extremely  proper  for  fhio-building,  and  produces 
pitch  and  tar.  Flattering  accounts  have  been  given  of  the  improvements  making  in 
the  fettlemcnts  and  the  bay  of  Fundy.  A  great  quantity  of  land  has  been  cleared,, 
which  abounded  in  timber,  and  fhip-loads  of  excellent  mafts  and  fpars  have  been  fent 
to  England. 

Animals.]  This  country  is  not  deficient  in  the  animal  productions  of  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces,  particularly  deer,  beavers,  and  otters.  Wiid  fowl,  and  all  kinds  of 
game,  as  well  as  many  kinds  of  European  fowls  and  quadrupeds,  have,  from  time  to 
time,  been  brought  into  it,  and  thrive  well.  At  the  clofe  of  March,  the  filh  begin  to 
fpawn,  when  they  enter  the  rivers  in  prodigious  fliuals.  Herrings  come  up  in  April,, 
and  the  fturge.on  and  falmon  in  May.  But  the  moil:  valuable  appendage  of  New-Scot- 
land is  Cape  Sable  coaft,  along  which  is  one  continued  range  of  cod  fifhung  banks, 
and  excellent  harbours. 

History,  settlement,  chief?  Notwithftanding  the  forbidding  appearance  of 
towns,  and  commerce.  3  this  country,  it  was  here  that  f  me  of  the  firft 
European  fettlements  were  made.  The  firft  grant  of  lands  in  it  was  given  by  James  I. 
to  his  fecretary,  fir  William  Alexander,  from  whom  it  had  the  name  of  Nova  Scotia, 
or  new  Scotland.  Since  then,  it  has  frequently  changed  hands,  from  one  private  pro- 
prietor to  another,  and  from  the  French  to  the  Englifh  nation  backward  and  forward.. 
It  was  not  confirmed  to  the  Englifli  till  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  their  defign  in  ac- 
quiring it  does  not  feem  to  have  fo  much  arifen  from  any  profpect  of  direct  profit  to 
be  obtained  by  it,  as  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  French,  by  poflefllng  this  province, 
might  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  annoy  the  other  Englifli  fettlements.  Upon  this 
principle,  three  thou  fan  d  families  were  tranfported  in  1749,  at  the  charge  of  the  go- 
vernment, into  this  country.  The  town  which  they  erected  is  called  Halifax,  from 
the  earl  of  that  name,  to  whofe  wifdom  and  care  this  fettlement  is  owing.  This  town 
ftands  upon  Chebucto  Bay,  very  commodioufly  fituated  for  the  fiftiery,  and  has  a 
communication  with  moft  parts  of  the  province,  either  by  land  carriage,  the  fea,  or 
navigable  rivers,  with  a  fine  harbour,  were  a  fmall  fquadron  of  fhips  of  war  lies 
during  the  winter,  and  in  fummer  puts  to  fea,  under  the  command  of  a  commodore, 
for  the  protection  of  the  fifhery,  and  to  fee  that  the  articles  of  peace,  relating  thereto,, 
are  duly  obferved  by  the  French.  The  town  has  an  entrenchment,  and  is  ftrengthened. 
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with  forts  oF  timber.  Three  regiments  of  foldiers  are  ftitioned  in  it.  The  number  of 
inhabitants  is  four  thoufand.  They  live  very  comfortably  by  the  trade  which  they 
carry  on  in  furs  and  naval  ftores,  by  their  fiiheries,  and  by  fupplying  the  wants  of 
the  governor  andgarrifon  already  mentioned. 

Annapolis  Royal  ftands  on  the  eaft  fije  of  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  though  but  a 
fmall  place,  was  formerly  the  capitil  of  the  province.  It  has  one  of  the  fined  har- 
bours in  America,  capable  of  containing  a  thoufand  veffels  at  anchor,  in  the  utmoft 
fecurity.  The  town  is  alfo  protected  by  a  fort  and  garrifon.  St.  John's  is  a  new  fet- 
tlement  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  that  name,  that  falls  into  the  bav  of  Fundy  on 
the  weft  fide.  Since  the  conclusion  of  the  American  war,  the  emigration  of  loyalifts 
to  this  province,  from  the  united  ftates,  has  been  very  great.  By  them  new  towns 
have  been  raifed,  but  particularly  at  port  Rofeway,  where  is  now  a  city  named  Shel- 
burne,  which  extends  two  miles  on  the  water  fide,  and  one  mile- back,  with  wide 
ftreets  eroding  each  other  at  right  angles.  The  harbour  here  is  deep,  capacious,  and 
fecure,  and  the  tide  has  a  great  rife  and  fall.  Such  of  the  loyalifts  as  apply  for  lands 
have  them  in  porportion  to  the  property  which  they  poffeffed  before  the  troubles  in 
America  commenced,  allowing  for  fuch  as  have  large  families  to  provide  for.  And 
it  is  faid,  that  the  new-appointed  governor  of  New  Brunfwic  has  inftructions,  to 
"  grant,  without  fee  or  reward,  to  fuch  reduce  J  officers  as  ferved  in  provincial  corps 
during  the  late  war  in  North  America,  and  fhall  perfonally  apply  for  *he  fame,  the  fol- 
lowing quantities  of  lands,  fubject.,  at  the  expiration  of  ten-years,  to  the  fame  quit  rents 
as  other  lands  are  fubject  to  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  alfo  fubjecVtb  the  fume 
conditions  of  cultivation  and  improvement.  To  every  "person  having  the  rank  of  a 
field  officer,  three  thoufand  acres."  The  reduced  officers  of  the  navy  are  entitled  to 
land  in  the  fame  proportion. 

The  exports  fn. rn  Britain  to  this  country  confift  chiefly  of  woollen  and  linen  cloth, 
and  other  neceflarics  for  wear,  of  fiftiing  tackle,  and  rigging  for  (hips.  The  amount 
of  exports,  at  an  average  of  three  years,  before  the  new  fettlements,  was  about  twen- 
ty fix  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  The  only  articles  in  exchange  are  timber,  and 
the  produce  of  the  fifherv,  which,  at  a  like  average,  amount  to  thirty-eight  thoufand 
pounds.  But  from  the  late  increafe  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  fuppofed  that  they 
would  erect  faw  mills,  and  endeavour  to  fupply  the  Weft  India  iflands  with  lumber  of 
every  kind,  as  Well  as  with  the  produce  of  the  fifhery,  which  would  be  a  profitable 
trade  to  both  countries.  The  whole  population  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  iflands  adjoin- 
ing, is  eftimated  at  fifty  thoufand.  Recent  accounts  of  thefe  fettlements  reprefent 
them  at  prefent  in  a  declining  ftate,  great  numbers  of  the  houfes  in  the  new  towns 
being  uninhabited  and  considerably  reduced  in  value. 


UN  ITED    STATES. 

IN  defcribing  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  different  ftates,  which  compofe  the  federal 
union,  we  mall  give  a  feparate  hiftorical  detail  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  each  of 
them.  Their  hiftory  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  perfpicuity,  be  comprehended  in  one 
uniform  narrative,  without  incurring  the  fame  objection  which  Dr.  Robertfon  has 
advanced  againft  the  decades  of  Herrera.  By  attempting  to  embrace  a  variety  of  dif- 
tinct  hiftories,  under  one  chronological  detail,  this  writer  has  caft  his  whole  work 
into  a  fort  of  confufion.  Under  the  prefent  head,  therefore,  the  whole  defign  is  to 
give  a  fhort  view  of  the  voyages  of  difcoveries,  which  tended  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  Britifh  colonies, 
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We  have  already  obferved,  that  Columbus  applied  to  Henry  the  feventh  of  Eng. 
land  for  ufliftance  to  difcover  the  New  World.      With  an  alacrity  which  had  been  dif- 


he  granted  a  commiffion  to  John  Cabot,  a  Venetian  navigator,  to  difcover  unknown 
lands,  and  annex  them  to  the  crown  of  England.  In  fpring  1496,  this  commander, 
with  two  vefTels,  fet  {ail  from  England,  in  queft,  as  we  are  told,  of  China.  He  fell  in 
with  the  north  fide  of  Terra  L  abrador  ;  and  coafted  northwards  as  far  as  the  fixty- 
feventh  degree  of  latitude.  . 

In  1497,  he  made  a  fecond  voyage.  On  the  24th  of  June,  in  that  year,  he  defcned 
Bonavifta,  on  the  north- eaft  fide  of  Newfoundland-,  and  traverfed  the  coaft  of  this 
continent  from  Davis's  ftraits,  to  cape  Florida.  In  1502,  we  find  Sebaftian,  the  (on  of 
John  Cabot,  at  Newfoundland,  from  whence  he  carried  thrse  of  the  natives  of  Eng-, 
land.  No  fettlement,  nor  even  any  plan  of  commerce  appears  to  have  fucceeded  thefe 
voyages.  The  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth  began  in  1509,  and  was  fufficiently  occupi- 
ed in  fupport  of  foreign  wars,  and  the  fuppreflicn  of  five  domeftic  rebellions. 

John  Ponce  failed  from  Porto  Rico  northerly,  and  difcovered  the  continent,  in 
30  °    8  north  latitude.     He  gave  it  the  name  of  Florida. 

In  1520,  John  Verrazano,  a  Florentine,  in  the  fervice  of  Francis  the  firft,  ranged 
the  coaft  of  North  America,  from  latitude  twenty-eight  to  fifty  north.  In  a  fecond 
voyage,  this  navigator  was  loft.  In  1525,  Stephen  Gomez,  a  Spaniard,  failed  from 
Cuba,  and  Florida,  northward  to  the  46  degree  of  latitude,  in  queft  of  a  pafiage  to 
the  Eaft  Indies.  In  1534,  Francis  the  firft  gave  the  command  of  fome  vefTels,  on  a 
voyage  of  difcovery,  to  James  Cartier.  In  May,  of  the  fame  year,  this  adventurer  ar- 
rived at  Newfoundland.  From  thence  he  failed  to  the  north,  and.  on  the  day  of  the 
feftival  of  St.  Laurence,  he  found  himfelf  in  about  latitude  48  °  30  north,  and  in 
the  midft  of  a  broad  gulf,  to  which  and  to  the  great  river,  which'flows  into  it,  he 
gave  the  name  of  the  faint.  His  object  was  the  difcovery  of  a  pafiage  to  China  ;  an 
attempt,  in  which  it  is  needlcfs  to  fay,   how  he  fucceeded. 

In  1535,  he  failed  up  the  river  St.  Laurence  for  three  hundred  leagues,  built  a 
fort*  in  which  he  fpent  the  winter,  and  returned  to  France,  in  the  following  fpring. 
1°  J  539>  Ferdinand  de  Soto,  with  nine  hundred  land  forces,  on  board  of  his  fleer, 
failed  from  Cuba,  for  the  conqueft  of  Florida.  The  country,  an  immenfe  foreft, 
was  not  worth  that  trouble.  In  May  1542,  de  Soto  died,  and  was  buried  on  the  banks 
of  the  Miffifiippi.  In  1542,  three  French  fhips,  with  two  hundred  men,  women,  and 
children,  on  board  of  them,  were  fent  as  a  colony  to  Canada.  They  built  a  fort,  in 
which  they  fpent  the  winter.  Alarmed  perhaps  by  the  feverity  of  that  feafon,  they 
returned  in  the  enfuing  fpring  to  Europe.  A  fecond  body  of  adventurers  failed  from 
France,  1550,  for  Canada  ;  but  as  they  were  never  after  heard  of,  it  feems  that 
they  muft  have  perifhed  by  fea. 

In  1562,  the  famous  admiral  Coligni  fent  a  fleet  to  Florida,  under  the  command 
of  John  Ribalt.  A  fort  was  erected,  and  a  colony  begun.  Some  other  fupplies  of  people 
were  afterwards  fent  out.  But  the  fettlement  was  almoft  totally  deftfoyed  by  the  Spa- 
niards. Thefurvivors,orpartof  them,  efcaped back  to  France.  !n  1568,3  French  com- 
modore, who  had  been  difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  attacked  the  Spaniards  in  their 
new  pofleflions,  and  difperfed  or  extirpated  them.  For  thirty-five  years  after  this 
time,  the  French  nation,  being  engaged  in  almoft  one  continued  civil  war  at  home, 
had  no  leifure  to  attend  to  foreign  fettlers.  Sully,  in  his  memoirs,  mentions  a  pro- 
pofal  for  fettling  Canada,  as  expenfive  and  unprofitable. 

In  1576,  captain  Frobifher  was  fent  from  England  to  difcover  a  north  weft  pafTage 
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to  the  Eaft  Indies.     He  faw  the  ftraits  which  bear  his  name,  but  was  forced  by  the 
ice  to  return. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fitted  out  two  mips,  with  an  hundred  and  feven  paflengers, 
and  fent  ttiem  to  form  a  fettlement,  on  the  coaft  of  North  America.  In  June  1585, 
they  arrived  on  the  coaft,  and  anchored  in  a  harbour  feven  leagues  weft  of  the 
Roanoke  ;  but  in  July  '586,  they  returned  to  England.  Some  other  parties  werealfo 
fent  out  for  the  purpofe  of  making  fetilements  ;  but  they  were  all  either  maflacred  by 
the  Indians,  or  perifhed  from  want,  and  from  the  hardships  infeparable  from  the 
firft  eftablifhment  of  a  new  colony.  In  1590,  governor  White  came  over  with  re- 
cruits and  fupplies  for  the  colony,  but  he  found  that  the  former  fetders  had  been  ex- 
terminated. ^* 

In  fpring  1602.  Bartholomew  Gofnold,  and  thirty  two  other  perfons,  difcovered 
and  gave  names  to  Cape  Cod,  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  Elizabeth's  iftand.  They  in- 
tended to  have  made  a  fettlement,  but  their  courage  failed.  All  attempts  to  fettle  this 
continent  by  the  Dutch,  the  French,  or  the  Englifh,  for  above  an  hundred  years  after 
the  voyages  of  Columbus,  were  unfuccefsful.  In  1603,  fir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  aded 
under  a  patent  from  queen  Elizabeth,  fent  two  fmall  vefTels  to  make  difcoveries,  in 
what  was  then  called  North  Virginia.  They  came  upon  the  coaft  in  latitude  forty  three 
degrees  thirty  minutes  north.  They  coafted  fouthward  to  Cape  Cod  bay  ;  thence 
round  the  cape,  into  a  commodious  harbour,  forty  one  degrees  twenty  five  minutes, 
where  they  went  afhore  and  continued  for  feven  weeks.  They  loaded  one  of  their 
vefTels  with  falTafras,  and  returned  to  England. 

In  1604,  De  Mons,  a  French  navigator,  ranged  the  coaft  of  America  from  St.  Lau- 
rence to  Cape  Sable,  and  round  to  Cape  Cod.  In  May  1605,  George's  Iftand,  and  Pen- 
tecoft  harbour,  were  difcovered  by  captain  George  Weymouth. 

In  1006,  James  the  firft,  by  a  patent,  divided  Virginia,  as  the  coaft  of  North  A- 
merica  was  then  called,  i.vto  two  colonies,  North  ana  South  Virginia.  Next  year,  a 
London  company,  to  whom  Virginia  had  been  granted,  fent  out  a  colony  in  three 
vefTels,  Their  commander  entered  theChefapeak  bay,  landed,  and  foon  after  gave  to 
the  moil:  fouthem  point,  the  name  of  Cape  Henry,  which  it  flail  retains.  They  began 
a  fettlement  on  James'  river  at  a  place  they  called  James'  town.  This  was  the  firft 
town,  fettled  by  the  Ei.gli/h,  in  North  America.  The  colony  confifted  but  of  one 
hundred  and'four  perfons.  in  the  following  winter,  this  town  was  burnt.  From  fuch 
recent,  fuch  diminutive,  and  diftaftrous  beginnings,  hath  arifen,  in  lefs  than  two  ceh- 
turies,  the  ftateof  Virginia,  which  contains  at  prefent  more  than  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand people. 

■  About  the  fame  time,  the  Plymouth  company,  to  whom  North  Virginia  had  been 
granted,  fitted  out  two  vefTels  with  an  hundred  paffengers.  They  failed  for  this  con- 
tinent, on  the  thirty  firft  of  May  1607.  They  arrived  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  and 
fettled  about  ten  leagues  to  the  fouth  ofSagahadock  river.  A  great  part  of  the  colony, 
terrified  by  the  approach  of  winter,  returned  to  England.  Their  prefident  remained 
with  only  forty  five  men. 

During  this  year,  a  company  of  merchants  in  France,  founded  Quebec;  or  rather, 
the  colony  which  they  fent  out,  built  a  few  huts,  which  did  not  take  the  form  of  a 
town,  till  the  reign  of  Louis  the  fourteenth. 

The  ftore  houfe  of  the  Sagahadock  colony  took  fire  during  the  winter,  and  was 
confumed.  The  colony  bioke  up,  and  returned  to  England. 

Tantae  molis  erat  Romanam  condere  gentem. 

In  1608,  the  London  company  fent  captain  Nelfon,  with  two  vefTels,  and  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  perfons,  to  James'  town,  and  next  year  captain  John  Smith  arrived 
Vol.  II.  3  R 
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on  the  coaft  of  Couth  Virginia,  and  by  failing  up  a  number  of  rivers,  difcovered  the 
interior  country.  In  September,  captain  Newport  arrived  with  feventy  perfons,. 
who  were,  at  that  time  an  important  addition  to  the  colony. 

In  June,  1609,  ftvsn  lhips,  with  a  ketch  and  a  pinnace,  and  with  five  hundred 
pafTengers  on  board,  failed  from  Falmouth  for  South  Virginia,  In  croflir.g  the  Baha- 
ma gulf,  the  fleet' was,  on  the  twenty  fourth  of  July,  overtaken  by  a  violent  ftorm 
and  feparated.  Four  days  afterr  fir  George  Somers  ran  afhore  the  veffel  under  his 
command,  on  one  of  the  Bermuda  iflands;  which,  from  this  accident,  have  been  cal- 
led the  Somer  iflands.  The  paffengers,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  got 
fafe  on  fliore,  and  remained  on  the  ifland  till  the  following  May.  The  reft  ofthe 
fleet  reached  Virginia  in  fafety.  By  thefe  various  fupplies,  the  colony  may  have  been- 
augmented  to  about  fix  hundred  perfons. 

In  16 10,  the  party  who  had  been  fhipwrecked  on  the  Bermuda  iflands,  huiltafloop 
for  tranfporting  themfelves  to  the  continent.  Trey  embarked,  for  Virginia,  on  the 
tenth  of  May,  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons.  On  their 
arrival  at  James  town,  they  found  the  colony  reduced  to  fixty  ;  and  thofe  few  in  a 
verydiftrefied  fituarion.  The  adventurers  unanimoufly  refolved  to  return  to  England, 
For  this  purpofe,  on  the  feventh  of  June,  the  whole  colony  broke  up  their  fettlement, 
embarked  on  board  of  t'heir  vefiels,  and  failed  down  the  river,  on  their  way  back  to 
their  native  country. 

An  unforefeen,  but  fortunate  circumftance,  reverfed  their  deftination.  The  London 
company  had  conftituted  lord  de  la  War  governor  and  captain  genera!  of  South  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  the  fequel  demonftrated  that  they  could  not  hive  made  a  better  choice. 
His  lordfhip  embarked  for  America,  with  an  hundred  and  fifty  fettlers,  on  board  of 
three  vtfTels  On  the  very  day  after  the  colony  had  broken  up,  hfc  met  them  defend- 
ing the  river.  They  were  perfuaded  by  his  lordflvp  to  return.  He  immediately  en- 
tered upon  the  government.  The  hiftory  of  Virginia  may  properly  be  (aid  to  com- 
mence with  that  event. 

The  fettlement  of  New- York  was  begun  by  the  Dutch,  a  fhort  time  after.  Henry 
Hudfon,  an  Englishman,  having  engaged  in  their  fervice,  entered,  in  1609,  Hud- 
fon's  river,  to  which  he  gave  his  name.  He  afcended,  in  his  boat  as  far  as  Albany. 
In  1613,  the  Dutch  fent  fome  perfons  to  this  river  to  trade  with  the  Indisns.  In 
1614,  theftates  general  granted  a  patent  to  fundry  merchants  for  the  exclufive  trade 
cnHudfon's  river,  and,  in  the  fame  year,  this  company  built  a  fort  near  Albany, 
From  this  time,  we  may  date  the  fettlement  of  New-York,  of  which  a  hiftory  will 
be  annexed  to  the  defcription  ofthe  ftate. 

Conception  Bay,  on  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  was  fettled  in  the  year  1610,  by 
about  forty  Englilh  planters,  under  a  patent  of  incorporation  from  James  the  firft. 

Between  the  years  1 6 14,  and  1620,  feveral  attempts  were  made  by  the  Plymouth 
company  to  fettle  New  England,  by  which  name  that  country  now  began  to  be  called. 
The  fcheme  was  repeatedly  difappointed.  A  particular  account  of  the  actual  eftab- 
lifhment  of  this  colony,  and  of  its  hiftory  till  the  commencement  of  the  late  revolution, 
will  be  given  under  the  article  of  Maffachufetts. 

In  1627,  a  colony  of  Swedes  landed  at  Cape  Henlopen.  They  purchafed  from  the 
Indians  the  land  from  that  cape  to  the  falls  of  the  Delaware.  On  thisriver,  they  built 
feveral  forts  and  fettlements. 

We  have  thus  laid  before  the  reader  a  brief  furvey  of  what  may  be  called  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  coaft  of  America.  A  complete  narrative  on  this  fubject  would  of  it- 
felf,  require  a  volume.  A  narrative  of  the  fettlement,  rifeTand  progrefs  of  each  indi- 
vidual ftate,  will  be  given  under  its  feparate  head  ;  as,  for  reafons  which  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  which  are  extremely  obvious,  the  hiftory  of  the  whole  cannot, 
with  propriety,  be  blended  together. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 

AT  the  conclufion  of  the  war  in  1763,  the  BritiiTi  colonies  of  North  Amend,, 
were  in  a  ftate  of  high  political  profperity.  Their  population,  commerce,  and 
wealth  advanced  with  rapid  pace.  Their  internal  government  waS  conducted  with 
a  degree  of  fteadinefs,  frugality,  and  vvifdom  which  have  been  but  feldom  equalled. 
The  whole  annual  expenfes,  of  their  domeftic  administration,  coft  lefs  than  ieventy 
then  fand  pounds  Sterling:  a  memorable  example  how  cheaply  three  millions  of  peo- 
ple, though  fcattered  over  an  immenfe  continent,  may  not  only  be  governed,  but  well 
governed. 

The  conqueft  of  Canada  was  almoft  the  only  event  in  the  preceding  war  between 
France  and  Britain,  with  which  the  North  Americans  had  any  fort  of  concern,  or 
from  which  it  was  funpofed  that  they  were  to  reap  any  fhare  of  advantage.  If  the 
ftatefmen  of  Europe  found,  or  fancied,  that  it  was  for  their  intercft  to  Sleep  the  plains 
of  Germany,  of  Cuba,  or  of  Indoftan,  with  the  blood  of  mankind,  this  was  an  affairof 
no  concern  to  a  farmer  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  or  the  Potowmac.  Thofe  who 
reap  the  benefits  of  victory,  are,  in  juftice,  bound  to  difcharge  the  expenfe  of  it.  Lord 
Chatham  boafted,  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  that  America  was  conquered  in  Germany.  He 
ought  to  havefaid  that  America  was  never  conquered  at  all.  As  to  Canada,  one  fin- 
ate  Hanoverian  campaign,  in  the  courfeof  that  war,  coft  one  hundred  times  more 
money  than  the  whole  province  of  Canada  was  worth.  A  tenth  part  of  the  expenfe 
of  fucha  campaign,  would  have  been  Sufficient  for  defending  the  colonies,  to  the  end 
of  the  conteft,  againft  all  the  Frenchmen  and  favages  who  were  likelv  to  have  invad- 
ed them.  If  Britain  chofe  to  Squander  her  blood  and  treafure  in  fuch  an  extraordi- 
nary fcheme  of  conqueft,  She  alone  ought  to  havefupported  the  burden  of  debts  and 
taxes  produced  bv  her  own  temerity.  To  fay  that  She  undertook  that  war  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  generofity  to  her  colonies,  may  correspond  with  the  loquacious  vanity  of  an 
E  nglifh  hiftorian  ;  but  the  aSTertion  is  completely  overturned  by  the  whole  political 
fyftem  of  "  the  mother  country,"  as  Britain  has  been  termed  by  Americans  and  by 
herfelf.  This  affectionate  mother  had  driven  from  her  bofom  the  greater  part  of  her 
original  colonifts,  with  every  mark  of  hoftility  and  contempt.  When  they  had  made 
fome  progrefs  in  agriculture,  their  commerce  and  induftry  were  cramped  by  nume- 
rous and  vexatious  edicte.  At  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  1697,  or  at  that  of 
Utrecht,  1713.,  Britain  could,  without  difficulty,  have  expelled  the  French 
from  the  utmoft  corner  of  north  America.  She  neglected  both  opportunities,  and 
would  likewife  have  overlooked  that  of  1763,  but  from  motives  extremely  different 
from  thofe  of  maternal  tenderhefs.  It  was  neceffary  for  the  credit  of  the  authors  of 
that  wonderful  treaty,  that  fome  part  of  the  dominions,  wrefted  from  France,  mould 
be  retained  in  the  hands  of  Britain.  There  arofe  a  difpute  whether  Cmada,  or  the 
French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  were  the  moft  proper  objects  of  ambition.  Had 
Martinico,  and  the  other  conquered  iflmds  been  kept  by  the  Britifh,  the  market  of 
England  muft  have  been  opened  to  the  planters  of  thefe  iflands.  Hence  a  competition 
would  have  arifen  in  the  Britifh  market  between  the  landholders  of  the  French  and 
thofe  of  the  Britifh  iflands,  that  might  have  ended  in  the  bankruptcy  of  the  latter. 
This  queftion  produced  a  difpute.  The  friends  of  the  Britifh  Weft  India  planters  in- 
fifted  upon  reftoring:  the  French  iflands,  and  detaining  Canada  ■■,  while  others  infilled 
upon  detaining  poSfeffionof  the  Sugar  Iflands,  and  reftoring  that  province  to  its  for- 
mer proprietors.  The  very  exiftence  of  this  conteft  announces  the  impropriety  of 
pretending  that  the  welfare  of  the  colonies  formed  part  of  the  legislative  plans  of 
Britain.  Indeed,  nothing  could  be  farther  from  her  defign  •,  for  the  war  was  hardly 
ended,  when  (be  attempted  to  reduce    the  North  American  colonies  to  the  fame  ftate; 
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of  unconditional  (ervitude,  to  which  she  has,  a  few  months  ago,  reduced  Ireland; 
and  Chatham  boaftcd  in  parliament  that  he  would  not  fuller  the  Americans  to  ma- 
nufacture even  a  hob-nail  for  ahorfe  fhoe.  We  have  been  led  into  a  fliort  ftatement 
of  incontrovertible  fads,  in  reply  to  the  prepofterous  accufation  of  ingratitude,  fo  loud- 
ly thundered  in  our  ears,  by  the  orators  ofBrirain. 

In  March  1704,  a  bill  was  paffed  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  by  which  heavy  duties 
were  laid  on  commodities  imported  by  the  colonifts   from    fuch  Weft  India  iflands  as 
did   not  belong  to  Britain.     The  duties  were  to  be  paid  into  the  exchequer  in  fpecie. 
In  the  fame  feffion,  another  bill  was   framed  to  reftrain    the  currency  of  paper  money 
in  the  colonies.     The  affembh/  of  Maflachufetts  or  Pennfvlvan:  <  had  an  equal  title  to 
have  impofed  reftridtions  on  the  paper  currency  of  the  bank  of  England.     Two  quef. 
tions  now  arofe  between  England  and  America,  concerning  the  former  of  thefe  fta- 
tutes.     The  firft  refpecled  the  principal  of  taxation,  and  the  fecond,  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting it.     The  conftant  plea  of  the  Americans,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  con- 
troverfy,  refted  upon  this  doctrine,    that  taxation  without  representation  is  but  another 
term  for  flavery.   The  advocates  of  England's  fupremacy  replied,  "  We  are  ourfelves 
the  moft  free  and  happy  people  in  the  world.     Yet  not  one  hundredth  perfon  among 
us  has  a  voice  in  the  election  of  our  reprefentatives.     What  right,    then,   have  you  to 
complain  ?  You  are  placed  but  upon  a  level  with  ninety  nine    parts    in  an  hundred  of 
your  parents  and  hereditary  protectors,  the  Britifti  nation."     This    kind  of  logic  did 
tiotcorrefpond  with  the  common  fenfe  of  the  North  Americans.  They  were  determined 
to  refufe  the  right  of  taxing    their  property  to  legiilators,  whom  they  had  never  feen, 
of  whom  they  knew  nothing,  and   who  at   the  diftance  of  twelve  hundred    leagues 
from  their  country,   could  knew  but  little  of  them.        That   an  immenfe  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  England   fuffered   themfelves   to  be   taxed   without    being  repre- 
fented,  was  an  inftance  of  fervility  unworthy  of  imitation.   It  had  long  been   ftigma- 
tized  by  the  Englifh  themfelves  as  a  grievance  of  the  firft  magnitude,  and  in  any  point 
of  view,  held  out  an  example  which   was    altogether   inapplicable  to  the    fituation  of 
the  Americans.   That  part  of  the  Englifh   nation  which  fent  rtprefentatives  to  parlia- 
ment,  was  infeparably  blended  with  thofe  who  did  not  fend  any.  The  taxes  on   both 
clafies  of  inhabitants  were  invariably   the  fame,  and  their  interefts  were  in   every   in- 
ftance entirely  infeparable.     But  with  regard  to  the  colonies,   the  cafe  was  widely  dif- 
ferent.    They  formed  a  diftinct  and  very  diftant  nation,  and  whatever  influence  they 
might  pofiefs  in  the  parliament  of  Britain,   could   be  but    accidental  and   partial.      It 
was  therefore  evident  that  burdens  might  be   multiplied    upon  them  to  an  indefinite 
extent.      The  lead  calamity  which   could  be  expected,  was,  that  the  Britifti  houfe  of 
commons  were  to  tax  them  as  heavily,  as  they  taxed  their   own  countrymen.     Such  v, 
meaiure  would  infallibly  have  reduced  the  colonies  to  a  ftate  of    defolation.        The 
mode  of  collection,  fpecified  by  the   act  of  parliament   for  a  duty  on  goods  imported 
by  the  colonifts,  as  above  mentioned,  was,  ifpoflible,  ftill  more  repugnant  to  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  mankind.  The  penalties    incurred  by  the  breach  of  this  ftatute  might 
be  recovered  in  the  courts  of  admiralty,  before  a  fingle  judge,   without  a  trial  by  jury. 
There  was  another  claufe  in  the  act  yet  more  difreputable  to  its  authors.   The  falaries 
of  the  judges  were  to  arife  from  the  forfeitures.  Violent  remonftrances  were  made  to 
the  miniftry,  but  without  fuccefs.     This  outfet  afforded  no  very  aufpicious  fpecimen 
of  the  progrefs  of  Englifu  fupremacy,  and  American  obedience.'   The  colonifts,  find- 
ing that  all  argument  was  in  vain,   at   laft   combined    in   an    agreement  to  import  no 
more  of  the  manufactures  of  Britain,  but  to  encourage,  to  the  utmoft,    thofe  of  Ame- 
ica.  TheBritifh   merchants'  concerned  in  their  .commerce,  feconded  their   refiftance, 
by  an  excefiive  clamour,  but  to  no  purpofe.     On  the  twenty  fecond  of  March   1  765, 
the  ftamp  act  followed.     The  pretended  reafen  was,   that  a  fum  might  be  produced 
Sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  colonies  againft  a  foreign  enemy.      The  Americans 
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anfwered  that  they  were  abundantly  able  to  defend  themfelves,  and  that  whether  or 
not,  the  parliament  of  Britain  had  no  right  whatever  to  tax  them. 

The  reception  of  the  ftamp  act  in  America  "was  fuch  as  might  have  been  expected. 
The  aft  firft  arrived  at  Bofton,  where  the  bells  were  muffled,  and  rung  a  funeral 
peal.  This  unfortunate  publication  was  firft  hawked  about  the  ftreets,  witn  a  Death's 
head  affixed  to  it,  and  then  burnt  by  the  populace.  The  ftamped  paper  itfelf  was  feized 
and  deftroyed,  unlefs  where  kept  in  fortified  places.  Thofe  who  had  been  appointed  to 
receive  the  ftamp  duties,  were  compelled  to  refufe  that  office  ;  and  fuch  Americans, 
as  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Britain,  had  their  houfes  plundered,  and  burnt.  The  temper!: 
j>f  indignation  burft  out  at  once  all  over  the  colonies.  Non- importation  agreements 
were  univerfally  embraced.  In  confequence  of  this  general  alarm,  the  firft  American 
congress  was  held  at  New- York,  in  October,  ,1765.  The  cabinet  of  England  fhrunk 
from  its  ufurpation,  and  the  ftamp-act  was  repealed. 

About  this  time  Dr.  Franklin  was  examined  by  the  Biitifh  houfe  of  commons,  and 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  ftamp-act  was  impracticable  and  ruinous.  He  faid  that 
America  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  Britifh  manufactures  •,  that  materials  of  all  kinds 
were  to  be  had  in  plenty  ;  the  wool,  was  fine;  flax  grew  in  abundance ;  andiron 
was  every  where  to  be  found.  This  information,  though  very  obvious,  muft  have 
been  very  unacceptable  to  the  partifans  of  Britifh  fupremacy. 

The  doctor  added,  that  ''  the  Americans  had  been  grofsly  mifreprefented,  as  void 
of  gratitude  and  affection  to  the  parent  ftate ;  -that  in  the  war  of  1755,  they  had,  at 
their  own  expenfe,  raifed  an  army  of  twenty  five  thoufand  men  -,  and  in  that  of 
1736,  had  affifted  the  Britifh  expeditions  againft  South  America  with  feveral  thoufand 
men,  and  had  made  many  brave  and  fome  important  expeditions  againft  the  French 
in  North  America."  He  likewife  reminded  the  houfe,  that  the  war  of  1755,  had  not 
originated  in  defence  of  the  colonies,  but  from  a  conteft  about  the  limits  between  Ca- 
nada and  Nova  Scotia,  and  in  defence  of  the  Englifh  right  to  trade  on  the  Ohio. 

But  though  the  Englifh  miniftry  fubmitted  to  repeal  the  ftamp-act,  it  was  judged 
•proper  to  publifh  a  declaratory  bill,  fetting  forth  the  authority  of  the  mother  country, 
as  it  was  called,  to  bind  the  colonies  by  laws  and  ftatutes  in  all  cafes  whatever.  This 
much  diminifhed  the  fatisfaction  with  which  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  act  had  been 
received  in  America.  An  act  was  not  long  after  paffed,  providing  the  troops  ftationed 
in  different  parts  of  the  colonies,  with  fuch  accommodations  as  were  neceffary  for 
them.  The  affembly  of  New- York  rejected  this  mode  of  quartering  the  foldiers,  and 
fubftituted  one  of  their  own.  This  example  was  followed  by  the  affembly  of  Maf- 
fachufetts. The  Britifh  parliament  immediately  fufpended  the  legislative  power  of  the 
affembly  of  New  York,  till  they  fhould  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  act.  That  of 
Maffachufetts  prevented  the  fame  treatment  by  a  reluctant  fubmiffion.  In  June  1  y6j,  a 
bill  for  taxes  on  tea,  paper,  painted  glafs,  and  colours,  was  paffed  by  parliament ;  and 
excited  ftill  more  univerfal  alarm  and  indignation,  all  over  the  continent,  than  even 
the  ftamp-act  itfelf. 

A  veffel,  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Boftonwas,  about  this  time, 
feized,  as  its  owner  had  neglected  fome  of  the  new  regulations.  The  populace  at- 
tacked the  houfes  of  the  commiffioners  ofcuftoms,  broke  their  windows,  deftroyed  the 
collector's  boats,  and  obliged  the  cuftom  houfe  officers  to  take  refuge  in  Caftle  William, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour. 

Bernard,  governor  of  the  province  of  Maffachufetts,  diffolved  the  affembly.  This 
prerogative  of  diffolution,  has,  in  England,  been  often  exerted  to  ferve  the  purpofes 
of  the  court.  The  practice  cannot  exift  in-any  nation  that  enjoys  legitimate  ideas  of 
liberty.  When  three,  five,  or  feven  hundred  perfons  are  embodied  on  publick  bufinefs, 
why  ought  they  to  be  difperfed  at  the  command  of  an  individual  ?  The  affembly  had 
fent  a  petition  to  George  the  third,  requefting  him  to  remove  Bernard  from  the  of- 
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fice  of  governor.  Their  petition  was  rejected,  on  the  ground  of  this  doctrine,  that 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  governor,  they  had  no  right  to  prefent  one.  Thus 
the  aflembly,  in  their  capacity  as  legiflators,  were  to  be  reduced  to  a  fituation  corre- 
fpondent  with  that  of  the  negroes  on  a  Weil  India  plantation.  Though  the  gover- 
nor might  happen  to  be  one  of  the  mod  hateful  defpots  that  eve.r  deformed  hiirory, 
they  were  not  to  complain  of  his  excellency,  without  his  confent.  In  a  word,  they 
were  not  to  complain  at  all  ;  for  this  is  the  exact  amount  of  the  royal  refufa].  The 
puerility  of  fuch  an  expedient  could  be  equalled  by  nothing  but  its  effrontery.  The 
profpect  did  not  brighten  by  intelligence,  that  a  number  of  troops  had  been  directed 
to  repair  to  Bofton.  It  was,  no  doubt,  expected,  that  the  prefence  of  thefe  military 
apoftles  would  kindle  or  confirm  the  loyalty  of  the  citizens  to  their  king,  and  their 
gratitude  to  the  mother  country. 

A  dreadful  alarm  took  place,  and  the  people  called  upon  the  governor  to  convene  a 
general  affembiy.  This  he  refufed,  and  the  people  themfelves  formed  a  convention.  The 
proceedings  of  this  aflembly  partook  of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  their  predecefl 
fcrs.  They  went  a  ftep  farther  •,  and  voted,  *t  that  there  was  apprehenfion,  in  the 
r.Jnds  of  many,  of  an  approaching  rupture  with  France."  Under  this  pretended 
terror,  they  requefted  their  conftituent3  to  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence 
again  ft  any  fudden  attack  of  an  enemy.  Circular  letters,  to  this  effect,  were  directed 
to  all  the  towns  in  the  province  ;  and  Hatfield,  alone,  refufed  its  concurrence.  The 
convention  again  defired  the  governor  to  fummon  an  affembiy.  He  refufed  them  an 
audience,  and  even  threatened  to  treat  them  as  rebels'.  At  laft  they  diffolved  them- 
felves,  and  fent  over  to  Britain  a  narrative  and  a  vindication  of  their  proceedings. 

The  troops,  which  had  been  expected,  arrived  en  the  dav  of  the  diffolution  of  the 
convention  ;  and  their  appearance  had  a  confiderable  effect  on  the  Boftonians.  But  a" 
large  detachment  having  been  fi-nt  off,  the  remainder  were  treated  with  contempt ; 
and  it  was  refolved,  by  the  townfmen,  to  expel  them  altogether.  The  country  people 
tockuparms  for  this  purpofe,  and  were  to  have  aflifted  their  friends  in  the  capital. 
Before  this  defign  could  be  put  in  execution,  an  accidental  fray  brought  matters  to 
an  explanation. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  the  foldiers  quarrelled  with  the  people  of  Bofton.  A 
tumult  enfued.  The  military  fired,  and  feveral  Americans  were  killed  or  wounded. 
The  people  throughout  the  province  arofe  in  arms,  and  the  regulars,  to  efcape  extir- 
pation, retired  to  Fort  Wiliiam.  In  the  mean  time,  the  duties,  which  had  been  the 
caufe  of  io  much  mifchief,  were  repealed,  except  three  pence  per  pound  upon  tea. 
This  was  left  on  purpofe  to  maintain,  what  in  Britain  is  called,  the  dignity  of  the  crown, 
a  trite  and  trifling  phrafe,  fuitable  to  the  reft  of  their  political  fyftem  !  The  fcience 
of  legiflation  is  a  ftranger  to  any  kind  of  dignity  but  that  of  wifJom  and  of  juftice. 
,The  amount  of  this  tax  could  be  of  no  confequence  -,  for  it  was  not  expected  to  pro- 
duce above  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  which  is  lefs  than  one-fiftieth,  or 
perhaps,  one-fixtieth  part  of  the  perfonal  falary  of  the  king  of  England.  The  mi- 
niftry  were  fo  ill-informed,  as  to  fuppofe,  that  the  diminutive  amount  of  this  duty 
would  hinder  it  from  proving  an  object  of  difcontent  to  North  America.  They  ima- 
gined that  they  were,  at  any  time,  able  to  reduce  the  colonies  to  unconditional  fub- 
million,  and  perhaps  they  were  not  averfe  to  the  revival  of  thofe  fcenes  of  plunder 
and  confifcation,  by  which  their  anceftors,  in  the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  centurv,- 
had,  with  fo  much  glory,  converted  Ireland  into  awildernefs.  The  oppofition,  as  they 
are  called,  infifted  that  the  parliament  ftiould  abolifh  the  remaining  duty  on  tea,  with, 
the  other  duties  •,  but  in  vain. 

A  new  affembiy  was  convened  in  Maffachufetts.  They  commenced  their  operations 
by  accufing  the  parliament  of  England,  with  having  violated,  in  various  inftances, 
the  rights  of  the  colonifts.     Their  aniraofity  wbs  embittered  by  the  difcovery  of  a 
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confidential  correfp5ider.es  between  Hutchinfon,  the  governor  of  Mafiachnfetts,  and 
Some  members  of  the  R-nglifh  admirnftfaiion.  This  virtuous  "  fhepherd  of  the  peo- 
ple" complained  of  the  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  province.  He  recom- 
mended vigorous,  that  is  to  fay,  bloo'Jy  meafures,  and,  among  other  advices,  which' 
might  have  been  expected  from  his  character  and  fituation,  he  arTerted,  that  there 
muft  be  an  abridgment  of  what  is  called  Bntifh  liberty.'"  His  letters,  or  inconteftibls 
copies  of  them,  hai  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Dr. -Franklin,  who  was,  at  that  time, 
agent  for  the  colony,  at  London.  They  were  immediately  tranfmitted  to  Bofton, 
where  the  afTembly,  whom  he  had  juft  mentioned,  were  fitting.  By  that  body,  they 
were  fuBrhitted  to  the  perufal  of  the  governor,  and  a  petition  was  inftantly  difpatch- 
ed  to  the  king  of  England,  reSpectfully  denting  him  to  remove  that  officer  and  his 
deputv.  Their  demand  was  rejected,  and  their  petition  itfelf  was  declared  groundlefs 
and  Scandalous.  Some  time  before  this  accident,  Salaries  had  been  fettled  on  the  judges 
of  the  fnperior  court  of  Bofton.  The  meafure  was  condemned  by  the  people  of  MaS- 
fachuf-tts  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  The  plain  defign  of  this  act  of  bounty  was,  to  make 
the  people  alike  fubfervient  to  the  crown,  upon  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic. 

In  the  midftof  this  confufion,  three  (hips,  laden  with  tea,  arrived  in  Bofton  har- 
bour. As  this  tea  was  fubject  to  a  duty  of  three  pence  per  pound  to  the  government, 
the  townfmcu  were,  for  that  reafon,  determined  that  it  fhould  not  be  landed.  The 
captains  of  the  veffels,  alarmed  at  the  difpofition  which  prevailed  among  the  peo~ 
pie,  offered  to  return  to  Europe,  without  difcharging  their  cargoes,  if  they  could  ob- 
tain a  proper  aquittance  from  the  confignees,  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  the  governor. 
The  cargoes  hid  been  configned  to  a  fon  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  and  fome  others 
of  his  relations  ;  and  the  governor,  who  knew  himfelf  to  be  already  as  much  deteft- 
ed  as  he  poffibly  could  be,  by  the  province,  re/ufed  to  grant  or  obtain  the  proper  dis- 
charges. On  the  evening  after  this  refufal,  Seventeen  perfons,  difguifed  like  Mo- 
hawk Indians,  boarded  their  fhips,  and  caft  their  cargoes,  confifting  of  three  hundred 
and  forty-two  chefts  or  tea,  into  the  water.  No  tea  was  deftroyed  in  any  other  of  the 
American  fea  ports,  as  the  parries  concerned  very  prudently  chofe,  rather  to  fend  the 
cargoes  back  to  Britain  ;  than  run  the  rifk  of  tending  them.  In  South  Carolina,  tea 
was  landed  nnd  ftored  without  being  offered  for  fate* 

This  deftruction  of  the  tea  at  Bofton,  took  place  in  November  1773,  and  extin- 
guifhed  every  hope  of  an  amicable  accommodation.  The  miniftry  of  Britain,  find- 
ing themfelves  univerfally  infulted  and  defpifed,  refolved  to  enforce  their  authority 
by  every  poffible  method  ;  and  as  Bofton  had  been  the  chief  fcene  of  what  were  cal- 
led riots  and  outrages,  it  was  determined  to  punifh  that  city  in  an  exemplary  man- 
ner. George  the  third  informed  his  parliament  of  the  undutiful  behaviour  of  the 
Boftonians  ;  and  on  the  25th  of  March,  1774,  the  Bofton  fort-bill  was  parted.  By  this 
acl,  the  harbour  of  Bofton  was  to  be  ftiut  up  from  and  af:er  the  ift  of  June  1774, 
till  it  fhould  appear  to  his  majefty,  that  full  fatisfaflion  h^d  been  made  to  the  Eafl 
India  company  for  the  deftructaon  of  their  tea.  This  prohibition  did  not  extend  •«  to 
any  fuel  or  victuals  brought  coaftwife  from  any  part  of  the  continent  of  America  for 
theneceffary  ufe  and  fuftenance  of  the  inhabitants."  A  fecond  bill  was  parted,  altering 
their  charter' as  granted  by  William  the  third,  and  making  the  judges  and  fheriffs  re- 
moveabie  at  the  pleafure  of  the  king.  A  third  ordained,  that  any  perfon  indicted 
for  murder,  or  other  capital  offence,  committed  in  aiding  the  magiftrates  to  execute 
the  laws,  might  be  fent  by  the  governor  to  any  other  colony,  or  even  to  Britain  for 
his  trial.  The  Quebec  bill  Succeeded.  Its  object  was  to  Secure  the  attachment  of 
Canada  to  England,  and  prevent  its  junction  with  the  colonies  in  their  refiftance  to 
parliament. 

The  affembly  of  Maffachufetts  paffed  a  vote  againft  the  acceptation  of  falaries  by 
the  judges  from  the  crown  ;  a  practice,  which,  wherever  it  has  been  adopted,  pro- 
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duces,  with  atmoft  mathematical  certainty,  the  political  corruption  of  the  bench. 
The  queftion  was  put  to  the  judges,  whether  they  would  accept  their  falaries,  £s 
uiual,  from  the  provincial  aflembly?  Four  anfwered  in  the  affirmative-,  but  Peter 
Oliver,  the  chief  juftice,  refufed-,  for  this  he  made  a  long  apology,  by  which  no  body 
was  fatisfied.  A  petition  and  an  accufation  againft  him  were  brought  before  the  go- 
vernor, by  the  aflembly.  His  excellency  replied  by  immediately  diffolving  them.  Ge- 
neral Gage  was  foon  after  appointed  governor  of  this  colony  •,  he  had  been  popular 
in  the  country,  where  he  had  feveral  connexions.  But  he  brought  with  him  the  Bofton 
port- bill.  It  was  received  with  extravagant  marks  of  rage,  and  the  herald  of  fuch 
intelligence  could,  in  his  own  perfon,  hardly  be  acceptable. 

It  had  been  expected  by  the  Englifh  miniftry,  that  the  people  of  the  Tea-port  towns, 
fuch  as  Salem,  that  were  rivals  in  commerce  to  Bofton,  would  rejoice  in  her  calami- 
ties, and  take  advantage  of  them.  But  here,  as  in  every  other  expectation,  the  govern- 
ment of  Britain  was  difappointed.  Contributions  for  their  fubflllence  poured  in  from 
every  quarter.  The  inhabitants  of  Marblehead  were  even  fo  generous  as  to  offer  to 
thofe  of  Bofton  the  uft.  of  their  wharfs  and  warehoufes,  free  of  all  expenfe.  The  mi- 
niftry  had  fancied  a  refemblance  between  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
two  hemifpheres,  and  acted  accordingly.  Hence  arofe  their  inceflant  miftakes.  No- 
thing could,  indeed,  prefent  a  greater  contrail  than  the  internal  fituation  of  Old  and 
New  England.  In  the  former,  every  thing  proceeded  upon  a  fcale  of  corruption 
gradually  defcending  from  the  crown  to  the  overfeer  of  a  parifh  work-houfe.  An 
overgrown  and  ufelefs  peerage  engrofled  among  themfelves  and  their  adherents  the 
great  officers  of  the  ftate.  The  clergy  of  the  eftablifhed  epifcopal  church,  who,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  feared  nothing  but  the  lofs  of  their  immenfe  revenues,  were  ready 
to  fupportany  meafures  that  were  adopted  by  the  cabinet.  In  the  houfe  of  commons 
almoft  every  feat  was  bought  and  fold.  The  people  at  large  were  divided  intofomanv 
corporations,  and  feels  of  various  kinds,  that  a  general  union  of  fentiments  or  of  in- 
terefts  had  long  been  impoffible.  To  whatever  quarter  venality  caft  her  eye,  the  hori- 
zon was  bounded  by  an  amrle  field  of  victory.  But  in  the  four  provinces  of  New- 
England,  and  the  fame  defcription  applies,  with  very  little  variation,  to  the  reft  of 
the  continent,  the  profpeel  was  perfectly  the  reverfe.  A  hereditary  body  of  nobles 
was  utterly  unknown.  The  aflembly  were  elected  by  the  people,  without  much  can- 
vaffing,  and  without  a  fufpicion  of  bribery.  Enormous  penfions  were  -unheard  of. 
The  yell  of  church  and  king,  which  has  fo  frequently  excited  fuch  extenfive  ravages  in 
England,  could  not  be  commenced  in  a  country,  where  the  people  knew  nothing  of 
royalty  but  the  empty  name,  and  where  no  defpotic  church  domineered  over  the 
feelings  and  properties  of  fects  lefs  fortunate  than  herfelf.  Ccrporations,  where  they 
could  be  met  with  at  all,  were  but  a  ftiadow,  and  an  univerfal  right  of  confeience 
had  extinguilhed  the  embers  of  fanatical  difcord.  America  was  not,  like  England, 
fhocked  with  a  load  of  public  creditors,  who,  under  the  fpecious  title  of  the  monicd 
intereft  and  under  the  futile  pretence  of  adminiftering  to  her  neceflities,  were  to  de- 
vour her  vitals,  and  whofe  views  were,  to  be  inceffantly  hoftile  to  the  general  welfare 
offociety.  Too  numerous  to  be  bribed  by  fecret  fervice-money,  and  too  intelligent 
to  be  deceived  by  fophiftical  jargon  about  the  univerfal  fuprerriacy  of  parliament,  the 
great  body  of  the  Americans  were  compofed  of  independent  landholders,  or  of  per- 
fons  who  expected  to  become  fo.  It  was  not  furprifing,  therefore,  that  their  opposi- 
tion was  obftinate,  or  that  corruption  found  no  object  on  which  it  might  fallen  its 
fangs.  Incapable  of  properly  comprehending  the  caufes  of  refiftancc,  or  of  feeling 
the  fentiments  which  infpired  it,  the  miniftry  of  England,  and  even  a  great  part  of 
the  nation  at  large,  continued,  from  the  firft  to  the  laft  day  of  the  conteft,  to  look 
i  forward,  with  fond  hopes,  to  an  imaginary  crifis,  when  tne  colonifts  would  throng, 
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with  the  reviving  ardour  of  loyalty,    to  the  ftandard  of  defpotifm.      We  return  to 
the  narrative. 

A  congrefs  of  delegates  from  all  the  provinces  had  been  anxiously  demanded. 
This  congrefs,  the  firft  which  met  at  Philadelphia,  convened  on  the  26th  of  October, 
1774.  The  members  in  number  fifty-one,  began  bufinefs,  by  ftating  their  claims, 
as  fubjecls  of  the  crown  of  Britain.  They  denied  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  them. 
They  commended  theconduct  of  the  people  of  Bofton,  &  declared,  that  in  cafe  of  at- 
tempts to  enforce  the  obnoxious  fiatutes,  all  America  ought  to  join  in  their  aid.  They 
next  addrefTed  general  Gage,  in  a  ftile  which  amounted  to  but  little  lefs  than  a  decla- 
ration of  hostilities.  They  drew  up  a  petition  to  George  the  third,  an  addrefs  to  the 
Britifh  nation,  and  a  fecond  to  the  colonies.  It  is  unnecefTary  here  to  enter  into  a 
particular  account  of  their  contents.  Their  enemies  could  not  deny  that  their  fenti- 
ments  were  dignified,  and  their  language  elegant.  They  were  fuperior  to  any  publi- 
cations oft  he  fame  kind  that  had  ever  been  produced  in  the  ferment  of  Englifh  parties. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1775,  the  fifhery-bills  were  palTed  in  parliament.  By 
thefe,  the  colonies  were  prohibited  from  trading  with  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft- 
Indies,  or  from  fifhing  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  The  approaching  war  was 
more  unpopular  than  any  other  in  which  England  had  ever  been  engaged.  At  home, 
the  merchants  forefaw  nothing  but  the  ruin  of  their  credit,  and  the  ttadefmen,  of 
their  manufactures.  John  Home  Tooke,  an  Englifh  epifcopal  clergyman,  whofe 
name  deferves  to  be  held  in  perpetual  remembrance  by  the  friends  of  American  free- 
dom, and  who,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  eighteen  fuccessive  years,  hath  fince  incef- 
fantly  perfifted  in  fupporting  the  caufe  of  political  reformation,  publifhed  an  adver- 
tifement,  foliciting  fubfcriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton.  For  this 
bold  ftep,  he  had  the  honour  of  being  profecuted  by  the  Britifh  government.  Upon 
his  trial,  he  difplayed  the  fame  prefence  of  mind,  the  fame  nervous  eloquence,  the  fame 
contempt  for  perlonal  confequences,  which  at  this  moment  continue  to  diftinguifh  & 
ennoble  his  character.  He  boldly  informed  the  court  that  he  had  leifure  to  ftay  in  prifon 
for  a  longer  period  than  they  dared  to  confine  him.  He  was  condemned  to  a  long  im- 
prifonment,  and  was  declared  incapable  of  holding  any  public  office.  It  was  remark- 
ed, that  all  over  Europe,  the  voice  of  mankind  was  on  the  fide  of  America.  Vol- 
taire and  RoufTeau,  two  writers,  whofe  names  are  known  to  every  body,  but  who  had 
never  perhaps  concurred  in  any  former  opinion,  were  alike  ardent  in  efpoufing  the 
caufe  of  the  colonies.  The  king  of  Pruflia  was  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  not 
furely  from  an  attachment  to  republican  principles,  but  from  a  conviction  of  the 
abfurdity  of  the  conduct  of  Britain.  An  Englifhwoman  had,  about  this  time,  difco- 
vered  an  imaginary  cure  for  the  hydrophobia,  and  Frederic,  in  his  correfpondence 
with  fome  Frenchmen  of  letters,  printed  fince  his  death,  employs  more  than  once  the 
following  memorable  expression:  "  Pray  recommend  mrs.  Sirven's  medicine  to  the 
parliament  of  England,  for  they  have  certainly  been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog."  The  Scots 
nation  only,  though  with  a  fmall  number  of  honourable  exceptions,  came  forward, 
with  peculiar  zeal,  as  the  advocates  of  the  government  fyftem. 

The  period  now  approached,  when  America  was  to  be  in  want  of  the  afliftan'ce  of 
all  her  partifans.  At  Newport  inRhode  Ifland,  and  in  New-Hampfhire,the  inhabitants 
feized  fome  cannon  and  military  ftores,  the  property  of  the  Britifh  government.  It  was 
not,  however,  till  the  19th  of  April  1773,  that  blood  was  firft  fhed.  General  Gage 
was  informed,  that  a  quantity  of  ammunition  had  been  collected  at  Concord,  a  town 
twenty  miles  from  Bofton,  where  a  provincial  congrefs  was  at  that  time  held.  He 
difpatched  eight  hundred  troops  to  deflroy  this  magazine.  Their  attempt  was  fuccefs- 
ful  •,  but  the  whole  country  being  alarmed,  the  party  was  in  danger.  Afecondbody 
of  nine  hundred  troops  relieved  their  diftrefs-,  but  their  efcape  coft  them  fixty-five 
men  killed,  an  hundred  and  feventy- four  wounded,  and  twenty-four  taken  prifon- 
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ers.  The  Americans  had  only  forty-nine  men  killed,  and  thirty-nine  wounded  or  mif- 
fing. In  a  few  days,  Bofton  was  blockaded  by  an  American  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men. 

About  the  end  of  the  following  May,  feveral  reinforcements  arrived  at  Bofton. 
On  the  16th  of  June,  one  thoufand  Americans  were  ordered  to  caft  up  an  entrench- 
ment on  Breed's  hill,  a  poft  of  advantage,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town.  The 
foldiers  worked  from  midnight  till  morning.  Next  day,  they  were  attacked  in  their 
entrenchments,  by  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Burgoyne,  at  the  head  of  three  thoufand 
men.  The  conteft  was  remarkably  obftinate.  The  aflailants  were  on  the  point  of  be- 
ing repulfed;  but  at  laft  theirnumbers,  their  bravery,  and  their  difcipline,  forced  the 
Americans,  who  did  not,  at  any  time  of  the  action,  exceed  fifteen  hundred  men,  to 
quit  the  ground.  More  than  a  thoufand  of  the  Britifti  troops  were  either  flain  or 
wounded.  Among  the  former  was  major  Pitcairn,  a  Scotch  officer,  who  commanded 
the  party  that  firft  fired  on  the  militia  at  Lexington,  in  their  way  to  Concord.  Jo- 
feph  Galloway,  in  his  correfpondence  with  lord  George  Germaine,  has  left  an  ac- 
count of  this  battle,  known,  by  miftake,  under  the  name  of  Bunker's  hill,  which  is 
at  a  fmall  diftance.  This  writer  fays,  that  the  regulars  {uffered  greatly  by  a  wretched 
blunder  in  the  management  of  the  artillery.  When  they  came  to  the  entrenchments 
of  the  Americans,  it  was  found  that  their  balls  were  too  large  for  the  bore  of  the  field- 
peices.  He  adds,  that  Howe  himfelf  might  as  well  have  cut  the  throats  of  his  men,  on 
Bofton  common  ;  for  that,  as  the  Americans  had  fortified  themfelves  at  the  extremitv 
of  a  peninfula  next  the  fca,  he  had'only  occafion  to  have  ordered  the  fhips  of  war 
clofe  up  between  the  Americans  and  the  main  land  ;  and  their  whole  party  muft 
have  furrendered,  as  if  caught  in  a  bag,  without  firing  a  fingle  fhot.  Charleftown,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  was  burnt,  during  the  action,  by  order  of  general 
Gage.  About  four  hundred  houfes  were  reduced  to  afhes. 

About  this  time,  fome  gentlemen  in  Connecticut  formed  adefign  of  invading  Ca- 
nada. Ethan  Allen  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  this  party.  He  took  Ticonderoga  by 
furprife,  without  lofs,  and  even  without  refiftance.  Crown-Point  was  feized,  at  the 
fame  time,  by  colonel  Warren  •,  and  the  Americans  became  mafters  of  lake  Cham- 
plain.  In  autumn  general  Montgomery  took  the  command  of  the  forces  of  Canada. 
He  was  foon  mailer  of  St.  John's,  a  garrifon  which  commands  the  entrance  into 
that  province.  He  next  furpvifed  Montreal ;  and  on  the  31ft  of  December  1775,  he 
attempted  to  ftcrm  Quebec.  His  troops  were  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  an  hundred 
men  killed,  and  three  hundred  made  prifoners.  Montgomery  himfelf,  and  his  aid  de 
camp,  captain  Macpherfon,  were  among  the  fiain.  Benedict  Arnold  had  been  wound- 
ed in  this  action,  after  difplaying  great  conduct  and  bravery.  Upon  the  defeat  and 
death  of  Montgomery,  he  aiTumed  the  command  of  the  forces,  but  was  foon  oblig- 
ed to  retreat,  without  performing  any  important  fervice.  Upon  the  ift  of  January 
1776,  Norfolk,  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  was  burnt  by  order  of  lord  Dunmore-, 
with  a  deftruction  of  property  computed  at  above  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars; and  Falmouth,  in  the  province  of  Maine,  fliared  the  fame  fate.  General  Wafti- 
ington  had  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  American  troops  ;  and  in  March,  - 
1776,  he  forced  Howe  and  the  Britifn  army  to  quit  Bofton.  On  the  25th  of  June 
following,  a  fmall  fquadron  of  (hips,  commanded  by  fir  Peter  Parker,  and  a  body 
of  troops  under  general  Clinton  and  lord  Cornvvallis,  attempted  to  take  Charlefton 
in  South  Carolina.  They  were  repulfed  on  all  fides,  with  great  fiaughter. 

In  July,  1776,  thecongrefs  publifhed  the  declaration  of  independence,  which  fe- 
parated  America  from  Britain.  This  event  took  place  two  hundred  and  eighty-four 
years  after  the  difcovery  of  America,  by  Columbus,  one  hundred  and  fixty  fix  from 
the  firft  effectual  fettlemgnt  of  Virginia,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  from  the  firft 
fettlement  of  Plymouth,  in  Maffkchufetts. 
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Juft  after  this  declaration,  general  Howe,  with  about  thirty  thoufand  regular 
troops  landed  on  StatenTfland.  To  preferve,  if  possible,  the  city  of  New- York, 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  Americans  entrenched  themfelves 
on  Long-Ifland.  They  were  driven  from  fome  of  their  pofts  by  the  Britifh. 
Above  two  thoufand  Americans  fell  on  the  field,  and  above  half  that  number  were 
taken  prifoners.  Howe  has  been  blamed  for  not  purfuing  his  victory,  and  ftorming 
the  American  entrenchments,  at  the  extremity  of  the  ifland.  We  have  refpectable 
authority  for  faying,  that  this  attempt  would  have  been  very  hazardous,  if  not  im- 
practicable. The  (hips  of  war  -endeavoured  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  defeated  army 
to  the  main  land  ;  but  the  Americans,  by  the  providential  interpofition  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  night,  and  of  a  very  thick  fog,  efcaped  without  the  farther  lofs  of  a  man, 
and  vviththeir  whole  baggage.  Their  laft  boat  was  but  fifty  yards  from  the  fhore, 
early  next  morning,  when  the  fky  cleared  up;  fo  that  the  delay  of  retiring  for  a 
few  hours,  would  have  made  their  deftruction  unavoidable.  The  American  officers 
had  been  forced  into  this  aukward  fituation,  againft  their  own  judgment,  by  the 
pressing  importunities  of  the  citizens  of  New- York,  which  was  abandoned  to  the 
conquerors.  Fort  Wafhington,  on  York-Ifland,  furrendered  foon  after,  with  two 
thoufand  prifoners.  Clinton'took  pofTession  of  Rhode-lfland;  and  ficknefs  and  de- 
fertion  filled  up  the  meafure  of  American  misfortunes.  Their  main  army  was  redu- 
ced from  twenty  five  thoufand  men,  of  which  it  had  confided  when  Howe  landed  on 
Long-Ifland,  to  lefs  than  an  eighth  part  of  that  number.  General  Lee,  on  whofe 
military  fkill  the  infant  republic  had  much  dependence,  allowed  himfelf,  by  the 
moft  culpable  negligence,  to  be  made  prifoner,  at  a  diftance  from  the  troops  which 
he  commanded.  The  approach  of  winter  checked  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Bri- 
tifh arms,  and  this  circumftance  was  improved  into  important  advantages,  by  the 
perfeverance  and  intrepidity  of  general  Wafhington.  At  Trenton,  and  near  Prince- 
ton, in  the  Jerfeys,  he  furprifed  two  different  bodies  of  the  enemy's  troops,  took 
about  thirteen  hundred  prifoners,  killed  a  confiderable  number,  and  threw  the  reft 
into  fuch  confufion,  that  they  made  a  kind  of  retreat  or  flight  to  Brunfwick.  The 
American  forces  immediately  took  fo  advantageous  a  fituation,  that  the  Britifh  found 
it  impossible  to  extend  their  cantonments  in  that  part  of  the  country,  'i  hus  ended 
the  campaign  of  1  776,  with  the  acquifition  of  New- York,  and  a  few  fortrefTes  in  its 
neighbourhood,  where  the  conquerors  were  conftrained  to  a<5t  with  as  much  circum- 
fpedlion,  as  if  they  had  been  befieged  by  a  victorious  enemy. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1777,  governor  Tryon,  with  a  party  of  Britifh  troops 
landed  between  Fairfield  and  Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  where  he  deftroyed  a  con- 
fiderable magazine  at  Danbury,  and  burnt  a  great  part  of  the  town.  In  his  retreat, 
he  was  attacked  by  generals  Arnold,  Woofter,  and  Sullivan  ;  and  after  a  defperate 
battle,  inwhichthe  Americans  behaved  with  great  bravery,  Tryon  effected  his  re- 
treat, with  ihe  lofs  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  men  killed,  wounded  or 
prifoners.  Some  other  excurfions  of  the  fame  nature  took  place.  Much  property 
was  deftroyed,  and  many  gallant  men  loft  their  lives,  but  no  decifive  action  happen- 
ed. General  Prefcott,  and  his  aid  de  camp,  were  ftized  in  their  quarters  on  Rhode- 
I (land,  and  carried  off  by  colonel  Barton,  in  nearly  the  fame  manner,  as  Lee  had 
been  by  the  Britifh. 

It  was'  the  plan  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  to  attack  the  united  ftates  in  two  different 
quarters.  Burgoyne,  with  an  army  from  Canada,  was  to  invade  them  on  the  rear, 
while  Howe,  with  the  principal  body  of-forces,  was  to  engage  them  in  front.  The 
former,  at  firft,  made  fome  progrefs,  croffed  Lake  George,  and  encamped  upon  the 
Hudfon  river,  near  Saratoga.  He  expected  that  he  would  have  been  reinforced  at 
this  place,  by  fir  Henry  Clinton  from  New- York  ;  but  the  latter  found  his  junction 
impracticable.  Burgoyne'himfelf  was  furrounded  in  his  entrenchments  by  an  army 
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of  American  militia  three  times  more  numerous  than  his  own.  Some  fevere  actions 
enfuedi  and  on  the  1  7th  of  otfober  1777,  he  was  forced  to  furrender  his  whole  army 
prifoners  Generals  Lincoln,  Arnold,  and  Gates,  commanded,  on  this  memoiable 
occafion,  the  forces  of  the  united  ftates.  The  Britifh  troops  who  were  captured,  a- 
mounted  to  five  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety  men.  The  terms  of  the  conven- 
tion were  more  favourable  than  their  defperate  fituation  gave  them  a  title  to  claim. 
Bv  thefe,  they  were  to  have  been  tranfported  back  to  Britain;  but  they  concealed  or 
deftroyed  a  great  part  of  their  military  "ftores.  Many  of  the  common  men  behaved 
with  fuch  infolence  to  the  officers,  appointed  to  conduct  them  to  their  cantonments, 
that  it  was  found  necefiary  to  make  a  few  fevere  examples.  Various  circumftarxes 
produced  a  difpute  between  congrefs  and  the  Britifh  general,  which  ended  in  the  de- 
tention of  the  whole  body  as  prifoners  of  war.  The  news  of  this  diiafler  was  re- 
ceived in  Brit  tin  with  the  utmoft  confternation. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  main  body  of  the  Britifh  forces,  under  general  Howe,  had 
embarked  at  New-York,  failed  up  the  Chefapeak,  and  landed  at  the  head  of  Elk  ri- 
ver. Philadelphia  was  the  place  of  their  deftination.  On  the  1  ith  of  September,  ge- 
neral Wafhington  gave  them  battle,  on  the  heights  of  Brandywine.  He  was  driven 
from  his  ground,  with  the  lofs  of  about  twelve  hundred  men,  killed,  wounded,  or 
taken  prifoners.  The  Britifh  loft  about  half  that  number.  It  was  not  till  the  26th  of 
September,  that  Howe,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  was  able  to  enter  Phildelphia.  The 
next  bufinefs  of  this  commander  was,  to  clear  the  pafTage  of  the  Delaware.  He  at- 
tacked the  fortifications  of  Red-Bank,  and  Mud-Ifland.  His  troops  were  at  firft  re- 
pulfed  with  confiderable  lofs;  nor  was  it  till  about  the  16th  of  November,  that  the 
works  on  Mud-Ifiand  were  finally  evacuated  by  the  Americans. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  general  Wafhington  attacked,  by  furprife,  a  party  of  the 
Britifh  army,  at  Germantown,  within  fix  miles  of  Philadelphia.  The  engagement 
began  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  Americans  were  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of 
fix  hundred  killed  or  wounded,  and  about  four  hundred  prifoners.  The  Britifh  had 
about  five  hundred  killed,  wounded,  or  prifoners. 

While  the  Englifh commander  was  employed  in  clearing  the  pafTage  of  the  Dela- 
ware, general  Wafhington  took  a  ftrong  pofTeflion  at  Whitemarfh,  about  ten  miles 
from  Philadelphia.  He  had,  after  the  defeat  and  furrender  of  Burgo>ne,  received 
confiderable  reinforcements  from  the  northern  army:  fo  that  he  had  not,  in  any  pre- 
ceding period  of  the  campaign,  been  in  any  equal  capacity  for  a  general  engagement. 
On  the  4th  of  December,  fir  William  Howe,  with  almoft  his  whole  army,  marched 
out  of  Philadelphia,  with  an  apparent  defign  to  attack  the  American  camp.  Next 
morning,  he  appeared  on  Chefnut-hill,  in  front  of,  and  about  three  miles  diftant 
from  the  right  wing  of  the  Americans.  On  the  day  following,  he  changed  his  ground, 
and  moved  to  the  right.  After  fome  other  movements,  the  Britifh  army,  on  the  ninth 
of  December,  filed  off  by  two  or  three  different  routes  for  Philadelphia.  A  plan  had 
been  formed  by  the  American  general,  for  attacking  that  city,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
royal  army.  The  return  offir  William  Howe  put  an  end  to  this  project.  Soon  after 
general  Wafhington,  with  the  main  body  of  his  troops,  retired  to  winter  quarters,  at 
Valley-Forge,  fixteen  miles  from  Philadelphia,  having  pofted  general  Smallwood, 
with  a  confiderable  force,  at  Wilmington,  about  twenty-feven  miles  below  the  city. 
Thefe  pofitions  were  preferred  to  more  diftant  and  comfortable  quarters,  for  the  fake 
of  giving  extenfive  protection  to  the  country  adjacent  to  Philadelphia.  The  American  - 
army  might  have  been  traced  by  the  blood  of  their  feet,  in  marching  without  fhoes 
or  ftockings,  over  the  hard-frozen  ground,  between  Whitemafh  and  Valley  Forge. 
Some  hundreds  of  them  were  without  blankets.  In  this  condition,  they  were,  at  the 
end  of  December,  to  fit  down  in  a  foreft,  and  build  huts  forfhelter. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  '78,  fir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  as  fucceflbr,  in 
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th;  chief  commind,  to  fir  William  Howe.  The  latter  Toon  after  fet  fail  for  Eng- 
land. His  departure  was  folermized  by  a  magnificent  entertainment,  including  fire- 
works. This  was  called  the  Mifchimza.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  or  any  other 
of  the  greateft  conquerors,  whom  England  has  produced,  never  had  thought  of  fuch 
a  fingular  example  of  oftentition.  The  conduct  of  this  commander  was  exceedingly 
blamed,  both  for  neglect  of  duty,  and  for  peculation.  From  the  former,  he  was 
vindicated  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  the  evidence  of  fome  of  his  princi- 
pi!  officers,  who  better  deferved  credit  with  the  exafperated  public,  than  his  accufcr, 
Mr.  Jofeph  Galloway. 

In  November,  1775,  congrefs  had  authorifed  the  capture  of  vefTels  laden  with 
{lores,  or  reinforcements  for  their  enemies.  In  March,  1776,  they  gave  a  general 
perm i (lion  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  to  fit  out  armed  velTels  for  cruifing 
on  the  enemy  ,  and  it  has  been  computed,  that,  within  nine  months  after  this  per- 
mi'fion  was  given,  the  Britifh  lofs  in  captures,  befides  tranfports,  and  government 
ftore  fhips,  exceeded  a  million  fterllng.  The  Americans  found  no  difficulty  in  fellino- 
their  prizes.  The  ports  of  France  were  open  to  them,  both  in  Europe,  and  the  Weft- 
Indies.  The  privateers  of  this  country  found  accefs  alfo  to  the  ports  of  Spain,  but 
not  fo  readily  or  univerfally  as  to  thofe  of  France.  The  Britifh  took  many  Ameri- 
can vefTels,  but  they  were  generally  of  inferior  value.  Some,  that  were  freighted 
with  provisions,  proved  a  feafonable  relief  to  their  Weft-India  iflands,  which  other- 
wife  would  have  fuffered  feverely  from  the  want  of  thofe  fupplies,  that,  before  the 
war,  had  been  chiefly  obtained  from  this  continent.  In  J  777,  the  number  of  Ameri- 
can privateers  increafed.  They  were  received  in  the  harbours  of  France  with  addi- 
tional marks  of  refpect.  The  Britifh  ambafi'ador,  at  Verfailles,  complained  of  this  con- 
duct ;  and  orders  were  iflued  by  Louis  XVI.  for  their  immediately  quitting  the  ports 
of  that  kingdom.      The  order  was  evaded  in  various  ways. 

Soon  after  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  and  his  army  reached  Europe, 
the  court  of  France  concluded  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  another  of  commerce  with  the 
united  dates.  The  war  had  been  begun  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  without  any  con- 
cert with  foreign  powers.  But,  in  a  fhorttime,  this-  refource  was  found  to  be  necef- 
fary  ;  and  in  1776,  Mr  Silas  Deane  failed  for  France,  to  folkit  the  friendfhip  of  that 
country,  and  to  obtain  military  ftores.  From  this  flender  beginning,  the  connexion 
continued  to  make  advances,  and  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Tee,  were  joined  in 
commiffion  with  Mr.  Deane,  to  folicit  the  protection  of  France.  On  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1778,  the  two  treaties,  which  had  been  framed  on  very  liberal  terms,  were 
fubferibed.  An  opening  was  left  for  Britain  to  clofe  the  war  when  /he  pleafed,  with 
all  the  advantages  in  future  commerce,  that  France  had  fecured  for  herfelf.  This  wife 
moderation  made  the  eftabliihment  of  American  independence,  the  common  caufe 
of  all  the  commercial  powers  of  Europe.  The  queftion  was  now  reduced  to  this  point, 
whether  the  trade  of  the  united  ftates  fhould,  by  their  fubjeetion,  be  again  enrolled 
by  Britain-,  or,  by  the  eftabliihment  of  American  independence,  be  laid  open  upon, 
equal  tenm  to  all  the  world  ?  The  intelligence  of  this  alliance  was  received  in  A- 
merica  with  the  utmoft  exultation.  It  was  Toon  known  to  the  Britifh  miniftry, 
though  not  formally  communicated  by  the  French  ambaftador,  at  London,  for  five 
weeks  after.  Eleven  days  only  after  the  treaty  had  been  figned,  lord  North  brought  in- 
to the  Britifh  houfe  of  commons,  a  project  for  conciliation  between  the  united  ftates 
and  Britain.  It  confuted  of  two  bills.  The  one  was  "  a  bill  for  declaring  the  inten- 
tion of  Greit  Britain,  concerning  the  eXercife  of  the  right  of  impofing  taxes  within 
his  majefty's  colonies,  provinces,  and  plantations  in  Nortn-America  ;"  and  the  other, 
"  a  bill  to  enable  his  majefty  to  appoint  com  miiuoners,  with  fufficient  powers  to  treat, 
confult  and  agree,  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  diforders  now  fubfifting  in  cer- 
tain clonies,  plantations,  and  provinces  of  North-  America."  Thefe  bills  were  hur- 
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ried  through  both  honfes  of  parliament,  and  before  they  had  parted  into  acts,  were  cc 
pied  and  fent  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  to  general  Howe,  and  his  brother,  the  admiral, 
On  their  arrival  in  America,  they  were  fent  by  a  flag  of  truce  to  congrefs,  at  York- 
town.  There  is  not  a  more  ftriking  contraft  of  magnanimity  and  of  meannefs,  than 
what  was  here  exhibited,  by  the  American  congrefs  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Britifh 
parliament  on  tlie  other.  As  foon  as  it  had  been  known  in  the  cabinet  of  St.  Jame's, 
that  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  France  and  the  united  ftates,  the  miniftcr  patch- 
ed up  two  bills,  which,  if  they  had  originated  in  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  ought  to  have 
been  prefented  to  the  colonies  three  years  before.  Their  production,  at  this  juncture, 
plainly  difcovered  that  they  were  derived  not  from  any  principle  of  honour  or  human- 
ity, but  from  fear.  The  fequel  of  this  meafure,  on  the  part  of  Britain,  correfpond* 
ed  with  fuch  an  outfet.  Not  contented  with  fending  a  copy  of  the  two  bills  to  con- 
grefs, at  York-town,  the  Britifh  agents  attempted  clandeftinely,  to  difperfe  copies  of 
them.  To  their  utter  mortification,  congrefs,  with  a  juft  confidence  in  the  good  fenfe 
of  their  conftituents,  ordered  the  whole  to  be  printed.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  report  upon  the  bills  •,  and  the  report,  brought  in  next  day,  was,  for  the  rejection 
of  the  proffered  terms  of  accommodation.  They  confidered  them  as  "  the  fequel  of 
that  infidious  plan,  which,  from  the  days  of  the  ftamp-act,  down  to  the  prefent  timeT 
had  involved  this  country  in  contention  and  blood/bed.'*  They  declared,  that  any 
man  or  body  of  men,  who  fhould  prefume  to  make  any  fcparate  or  partial  convention 
with  the  Britifh  commissioners,  ought  to  be  treated  as  open  enemies  of  the  United 
States.  They  farther  recommended,  as  a  preliminary  to  any  treaty,  tha^Britain  fhould 
either  withdraw  her  fleets  and  armies,  or  elfe  make  a  pofitive  acknowledgment  of 
American  independence. 

The  bills  were  fpeedily  followed  by  royal  commissioners,  deputed  to  folicit  their 
acceptance.  They  attempted  to  open  a  negociation  on  the  fubject  •,  and  on  the  9th  of 
June,  1778,  they  requefted  general  Wafhington  to  grant  a  paflport  for  their  fecreta- 
ry,  Dr.  Fergufon,  a  Scots  profelTor,  with  a  letter  from  them  to  congrefs.  Their  de- 
fire  was  refufed.  They  next  addreffed  a  letter  "  to  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  the  prefident, 
and  the  other  members  of  congrefs."  They  tranfmitted  a  copy  of  their  commission,  and 
of  the  acts  of  parliament  on  which  it  was  founded.  The  propofals  were  delufive  and 
equivocal.  They  had  already  been  rejected  •,  as  the  plan  was  wholly  founded  on  the 
idea  of  the  ftates  returning  to  their  allegiance  to  Britain.  They  were  not  likely  to 
meet  with  a  more  favourable  reception,  at  the  fecond  application,  than  they  had  re- 
ceived at  the  firft  ,  for,  before  the  arrival  of  the  commissioners,  intelligence  was  re-? 
ceived  from  France  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  court  of  Verfailles  and  Ame- 
rica. The  fballow  artifice  of  Britain  was  now  completely  expofed,  and  the  real  mo- 
tives of  her  abrupt  anxiety  for  a  peace.  It  is  much  to  the  honour  of  congrefs  that 
thde  infidious  proportions  had  been,  from  the  very  outfet,  rejected.  At  that  time, 
they  had  not,  for  upwards  of  a  year,  received  from  their  envoys  at  Paris  any  infor- 
mation whatever.  One  packet  had,  indeed,  arrived,  but  upon  examining  the  contents, 
it  was  difcovered,  that  all  the  letters  had  been  taken  out  in  France,  and  blank  paper 
put  in  their fter.d  !  The  repeated  offer  of  thefe  conciliatory  propofitions,  on  the  part  of 
England,  originated  from  a  firm  belief,  in  that  country,  that  the  congrefs  was  fup- 
ported  only  by  a  fsclion,  and  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  were  boftile  to  inde- 
pendence, and  difpofed  to  return  to  their  former  allegiance.  To  the  laft  hour  of  the 
conteft,  this  abfurd  hope  was  fondly  foftered  by  the  Englifb  nation. 

On  the  1  ith  of  July,  the  commissioners  fent  a  fecond  letter  to  congrefs,  to  which 
no  anfwer  was  given.  Governor  Johnftone,  one  of  their  number,  alfo  wrote  private 
letters,  on  this  topic,  tofeveral  individuals.  One  of  them,  addreffed  to  Robert  Morris, 
F-fq.  contained  the  following,  among  other  ftrange  expressions.  "  In  all  fuch  tranfac- 
tions  there  is  rifk  ;  and  I  think,  that  whoever  ventures,  fhould  be  fecund ;  at  the  fame 
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time  that  honour  and  emolument  fhould  naturally  follow  the  fortune  of  thofe  who  have 
fleered  the  veffel  in  the  ftorm,  and  brought  her  fafely  to  port.  I  thing  IVaJhington  and 
the  prejident,  have  a  right  to  every  favour  that  grateful  nations  can  beftow."  This  was 
fufficiently  forward,  but  the  matter  did  not  reft  here.  Johnftone  gave  notice  to  Mr. 
Jofeph  Reed,  that  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  any  office  in  the  colonies,  in  the 
gift  of  the  king  of  England,  fhould  be  at  his  fervice,  in  cafe  he  exerted  his  abilities 
to  promote  the  re-union  of  the  two  countries.  Thefe  letters  and  propofals  were  laid 
before  congrefs^  and  they  confequently  forbade  any  intercourfe  to  be  held  with  John- 
ftone. A  copy  of  their  declaration  to  this  effect,  fubfcribed  by  the  prefident,  was  fent 
by  a  flag  to  the  commifloners,  at  New  York,  where  they  refided.  Johnftone  attempt- 
ed to  deny  his  offer  of  a  bribe,  in  which  denial  he  was  believed  by  nobody. 

The  commiflioners  next  published  a  manifefto,  which  they  addreffed  to  the  Ame- 
ricans in  general.  It  ran  fomewhat  in  the  ftile  of  the  late  famous  proclamation  by  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick,  infcribed  to  the  people  of  France.  They  attempted  to  distribute 
it,  by  flags  of  truce.  The  congrefs,  on  the  30th  of  October,  publiftied  a  reply  to  this 
performance.  In  this,  they  declared,  that  if  their  enemies  fhould  perfift  in  their  prefent 
career  of  barbarity,  fuch  exemplary  vengeance  fhould  be  taken,  as  would  deter  others 
from  a  like  conduct.  Thus  ended  the  laft  effort,  on  the  fide  of  Britain,  to  recover 
her  colonies  by  negociation.  The  conceflions  came  too  late.  The  commiflioners  them- 
felves  had  perfonally  a  moft  difagreeable  bufinefs.  From  congrefs,  and  the  republican 
part  of  the  people,  they  met,  at  firft,  with  contempt  and  jealoufy,  and,  in  the  end  with 
reproach  and  deteftation.  At  New- York,  the  whole  ftyle  of  their  proceedings  was,  to 
the  laft  degree,  unpopular;  the  loyalifts  were  at  no  trouble  in  difguifing  their  fenti- 
ments  j  and  thefe  unfortuuate  reprefentatives  of  George  III,  were  openly  infuked  in 
the  ftreets. 

We  fhall  now  return  to  the  narrative  of  military  tranfactions,  during  the  year 
1778.  After  the  termination  of  the  preceding  campaign,  the  Britifh  army,  as  we 
have  already  obferved,  retired  to  winter  quarters  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  American 
army  to  Valley  Forge.  The  former  were  well  lodged,  well  clothed,  and  well  fed  ■,  while 
the  latter,  protected  from  the  extremities  of  the  weather  only  by  flight  huts,  endured 
every  hardfhipthat  nakednefs  and  hunger  could  inflict.  There  were  frequent  preda- 
tory excursions  from  the  Britifh  head  quarters  at  Philadelphia  ;  many  fkirmifhes  hap- 
pened, and  many  lives  were  loft.  But  the  country  was  as  far  as  ever  from  being  con- 
quered. One  half  of  it  was  covered  with  woods,  and,  confequently,  impenetrable 
to  cavalry.  The  roads  were  too  deep,  during  winter,  to  bear  the  carriage  of  artillery, 
while  almcft  every  fence  was  lined  with  riflemen.  Much  blame  has  been  caft  on  fir 
William  Howe,  by  his  countrymen,  for  neglecting  his  duty.  A  furvey  of  the  country, 
of  its  numerous  and  deep  rivers,  its  morafles,  its  inacceffible  forefts,  muft  convince 
an  impartial  fpectator,  that  the  reduction  of  any  confiderable  part  of  the  continent  was 
a  work  of  the  utmoft  difficulty. 

In  one  of  their  excurfions,  a  Britifh  detachment  feparated  into  two  bodies,  and 
marched,  the  one  for  Warren,  the  other  for  the  head  of  Kickemuet  river.  They  de- 
ftroyed  about  feventy  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  burned  a  quantity  of  pitch,  tar,  and 
plank.  At  Warren  they  fet  fire  to  the  meeting- houfe,  and  feven  dwelling  houfes.  At 
Briftol,  they  burned  the  church,  and  twenty-two  dwelling  houfes.  Several  other 
houfes  were  plundered,  and  women  were  ftripped  of  their  gold  rings,  handkerchiefs, 
and  other  articles  of  drefs.  This  was  at  the  very  time,  when  the  bills  of  conciliation 
were  offered  to  congrefs  from  the  Britifh  parliament.  On  the  9th  of  July,  1788,  a 
French  fquadron,  of  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  arrived  from  Toulon  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Delaware.  They  were  commanded  by  the  count  d'  Eftaign,  the  fame  officer, 
who,  by  advices  from  Paris,  has  lately  loft  his  head.  On  an  apprehenfion  of  a  vifit 
of  this  kind,  orders  had  been  fent  from  Britain,  for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia. 


26o  UNITEDSTATES. 

On  the  i  8th  of  June,  the  royal  army  parted  over  the  Delaware  into  New  Jerfey.  Ge- 
neral Wafhington  had  forefeen  their  defign,  and  made  difpofnions  to  harafs  them  orr 
their  march.  It  wss  thought  imprudent  to  hazard  a  regular  attack ;  but  general  Lee, 
who  had  been  lately  exchanged,  was  entrufted  with  the  command  of  an  advanced 
corps  and  was  ordered  to  make  a  partial  attack,  uhrefs  there  fhould  be  powerful 
reafons  to  the  contrary.  This  attack  he  declined,  and  a  mifunderftanding  took  place 
between  him  and  the  commander  in  chief,  which  ended,  not  long  after,  in  the  trial1 
of  general  Lee,  by  a  court  martial,  and  in  his  fufpe  fion  for  a  year  from  any  com- 
mand in  the  American  army.  The  Britifh  were  at  lad  attacked,  and  worfted.  Their 
lofs,  including  prifoners,  was  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  •,  and  that  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, about  two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  day  of  the  battle  was  fo  remarkably  hot,, 
that  fome  Americans,  and  fifty-nine  of  the  enemy,  were  found  dead  upon  the 
field,  without  any  marks  of  violence  on  their  bodies.  The  Britifh  reached  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sandy-hook,  without  the  lofs  of  their  baggage,  as  the  American  gene- 
ral declined  all  farther  purfuit,  and  foon  after  drew  off  his  troops  to  the  borders  of 
North-river.  Immediately  on  the  departure  of  the  Britifh  troops,  congrefs  returned 
to  Philadelphia,  after  an  abfence  of  nine  months,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  gave  audience 
to  monfieur  Gerard,  a  minifler  plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of  France. 

The  Britilh  fleet  and  army  had  fcareely  completed  their  removal  from  the  Dela- 
ware and  Philadelphia,  to  the  harbour  and  city  of  New- York,  when  the  French  fleet, 
before  mentioned,  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  Difappointed  of  his  object, 
the  French  admiral  proceeded  to  Sandy  hook,  where  he  appeared  on  the  nth  of 
July.  Preparations  were  made  by  lord  Howe,  to  give  him  a  vigorous  reception.  The 
fleet  came  to  anchor,  and  Jay  without  the  hook  for  eleven  days.  They  were  fuperior 
in  point  of  force  to  that  of  lord  Howe:  but  it  was  found  impofiible  to  make  an  at- 
tack ;  as  the  large  fhips,  on  account  of  their  draught  of  water,  could  not  be  carried 
over  the  bar.  While  the  Britifh  fleet  were  thus  blockaded,  about  twenty  veffels,  un- 
der Englilh  colours,  were  taken  by  the  French,  of  whofe  fituation  without  the  hook, 
they  were  umpprifed.  On  the  22d  of  June,  the  French  fleet,  by  the  advice  of  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  failed  for  Newport  in  Rhode  Ifland.  By  their  departure,  the  Britifh 
had  a  fecond  efcape_;  for  had  d'Eftaign  remained  where  he  was,  but  a  few-days  long- 
er, a  fquadron  under  admiral  Byron  moft  have  fallen  into  his  hinds.  This  officer 
had  been  fent  from  Britain  to  relieve  Lord  Flowe,  who  folicited  to  be  recalled,  and 
was  deft ined  to  reinforce  that  fleet  already  on  the  coaft  of  America.  His  fhips  had  met 
with  very  bad  weather,  and  were  feparated  in  different  ftorms.  They  now  arrived, 
fcattered,  broken,  and  otherwife  damaged.  Within  eight  days  after  the  departure  of 
the  French  fleet,  the  Renown,  the  Raifonable,  the  Centurion,  and  the  Cornwall,  ar- 
rived fingly  at  Sandy- hook. 

The  Britifh  had  been  in  poffeilion  of  Rhode-Ifland  ever  fince  December  1776.  A 
joint  attack  againft  it  was  projected  by  general  Sullivan  with  the  American  land 
forces,  and  d'Eftaign  with  the  French  fleet.  The  royal  troops  on  the  iflands,  amounted 
to  about  fix  thoufand,  thofe  of  Sullivan,  to  about  ten  thoufand.  Lord  Howe  follow- 
ed the  French  admiral,  and  came  within  fight  of  Rhode  Ifland,  on  the  day  after  the 
French  admiral  entered  the  harbour  of  Newport.  He  had  on  board  fir  Henry  Clin- 
ton with  four  thoufand  troops.  The  Britifh  veffels  exceeded  their  enemies  in  point 
of  number,  but  were  inferior  in  weight  of  metal.  On  the  appearance  of  lo^d  Howe 
the  French  admiral  put  out  to  fea,  with  his  whole  fleet,  in  order  to  engage  him.  A 
tempeft  prevented  the  conflict,  and  partly  difperfed  the  two  fquadrons.  Some  partial 
encounters  fucceeded,  between  fingle  veffels,  but  no  fhip,  on  either  fide,  was  loft  or 
taken.  The  Britilh  returned  to  New  York,  and  d'Eftaign,  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  to 
Rhode  Ifland.  But  on  the  2 2d,  he  failed  for  Bofton.  His  abandoning  Sullivan  to  his 
/ale  on  Rhode  Ifland,  gave  the  higheft  offence  to  the  Americans  ;  whofe  forces,  wit!* 
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fome  difficulty,  and  after  a  warm  engagement,  between  the  advanced  parties  of  each 
army,  accomplifhed  a  retreat. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  returned  to  New- York,  with  the  Britifh  fleet  ,  but  he,  at  the 
fame  time,  directed  general  Grey  to  proceed  to  Bedford,  and  the  neighbourhood,  where 
feveral  American  privateers  reforted.  Grey  ceftroyed  about  feventy  fail  of  fhipp  np, 
befides  fmai|  craft,  and  vefiels  on  the  flocks.  He  alfo  burnt  magazines,  warehcmes, 
and  dwelling  houfes,  to  the  value  of  about  ninety  thoufand  dollars.  The  troops 
next  went  to  Martha's  Vineyard,  where  they  demanded  and  received  the  arms 
of  the  militia,  the  public  money,  three  hundred  oxen,  and  two  thoufand  fheep.  About 
the  Gme  time,  captain  Fergufon  made  a  finiiar  excurfion  to  Egg- Harbour  •,  and 
captain  Baylor,  with  a  regiment  of  America:)  light  dragoons,  was  furprifed  in  a  barn 
near  Taapan.  The  party  who  afackei  them  were  commanded  by  general  Grey,  who 
acquired  the  appellation  of  "  General  no  &'nf,"  from  his  practice  of  ordering  his 
m  -n  to  take  the  flints  out  of  their  mufkets,  that  they  might  be  reftridted  to  the  ufe 
of  the  bayonet.  Of  an  hundred  and  fou-  American  privateers,  fixty-feven  were  kil- 
led, wounded,  or  taken  prifooers.  Several  were  killed,  while  begging  for  mercy. 
The  prifoners  were  indebted  for  thei  ■  lives,  to  the  humanity  of  a  Britifh  captain,  who, 
in  difobedience  to  the  orders  of  his  fj|erior  officer,  gave  quarters  to  a  whole  troop. 
The  circumftances  of  barbarity,  winch  attended  this  affair,  excited  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  refentment  in  the  united  ftates. 

Jn  the  fummerof  1778,  general  Robert  Howe,  an  officer  in  the  American  fervice, 
undertook  a.i  expedition  againft  tiaft  Florida  With  two  thoufand  continental  troops 
and  militia,  he  proceeded  as  far  as  St.  Mary's  river.  On  his  approach,  the  Britifh  de- 
ftroyed  Tonyn,  and  retreated  towards  St.  Ac-guftine.  One- fourth  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans periflied  by  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon. 

Hitherto  the  conqueft  of  the  united  ftates  had  been  attempted  from  the  north  to 
the  fouth.  In  the  clofe  of  1778,  the  fyftem  underwent  a  very  material  change,  and 
the  fourhern  flares  became  the  principal  fcene  of  B<  itifh  operations;  Georgia  was 
one  of  the  weakeft  ftates  in  the  union  ;  it  likewife  abounded  in  provifions  ;  and  hence 
it  was  marked  out  as  the  firft  object  of  warfare.  Lieutenant- colonel  Campbell,  with 
about  two  thoufand  land  forces,  embarked  for  Savannah,  under  convoy  of  fome  fhips 
of  war-  in  about  three  weeks,  they  reached  the  place  of  their  deftination,  and  accom- 
plifhed a  landing  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah.  They  were  oppofed  with 
inferior  numbers,  but  in  an  advantageous  fituation,  by  general  Robert  Howe.  He 
was  attacked  on  the  rear,  by  fir  James  Baird,  while  Campbell  prefled  him  in  front. 
Thiriy  eight  officers,  and  four  hundred  and  fifteen  rank  and  file,  were  taken  prifon- 
ers. The  town  of  Savannah,  the  capital  of  Georgia,,  with  the  fort,  its  rmmunition  and 
ftores,  forty  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  twenty- three  mortars,  the  fhipping ;  in  the  river, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  provifions,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors.  Campbell 
difcovered  abilities  no-  lefs  adapted  to  govern  than  to  conquer.  He  did  more,  in  a 
few  days,  and  with  a  fmall  number  of  men,  towards  reftoring  the  Britifh  government, 
than  allthe  generalofficers  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  projected  conqueft.  He  at 
once  extirpated  military  oppofition,  and  fubverted,  for  fome  time,  every  trace  of  a  re- 
publican government.  Georgia  was  the  only  ftate  in  the  union,  in  which,  after  the 
declaration  of  independence,  a  legiflative  body  was  convened  under  the  fanction  of 
Britain.  The  fuccefs  of  colonel  Campbell,  in  reconciling  the  minds  of  the  citizens 
of  Georgia  to  their  former  government,  arofe  principally  from  his  prudence  and  mo- 
deration. The  chief  command  in  Georgia  was  foon  after  aflumed  by  general  Prevoft, 
who  arrived  from  St.  Auguftine  with  a  reinforcement  of  Britifh  troops. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  this  year,  the  Randolph,  an  American  frigate  of  thirty-fix 
guns,  and  three  hundred  and  five  men,  having  failed  on  a  cruife  from  Charlefton, 
feu"  in  with  the  Yarmouth  of  fixty-four  guns,  and  by  miftake  engaged  her  in  the  night.- 
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In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  Randolph  blew  up.  Four  men  only  were  faved, 
upon  a  piece  of  her  wreck.  They  had  fubfifted  four  days  on  rain  water,  fucked  from 
apiece  of  blanket.     On  the  fifth  day  they  were  taken  up. 

During  the  year  1779,  the  war  continued  to  languifh.  *n  ^e  ^ates  to  tne  north 
of  Carolina,  the  Britifh  attempted  little  more  than  fome  piratical  expeditions,  for  the 
fake  of  deftroying  a  country,  which  they  defpaired  to  conquer.  On  the  tenth  of  May, 
fir  George  Collyer,  and  general  Mathews,  made  a  defcent  on  Virginia.  They  feized 
Portfmouth,  and  burned  the  remains  of  the  town  of  Norforlk.  They  committed  very 
great  ravages  in  the  neighbouring  country.  At  Portfmouth,  three  fhoufand  hogf- 
heads  of  tobacco  were  taken,  and  at  Suffolk,  every  houfe  was  burnt,  except  the  church, 
and  one  dwelling  houfe.  Above  an  hundred  and  thirty  vefle's  were  deftroyed  or  ta- 
ken. Before  the  end  of  the  month,  the  royal  troops  returned  to  New- York.  About 
five  weeks  after,  a  fecond  expedition  was  projected  againft  the  coaft  of  Connecticut. 
Governor  Tryon  and  general  Garth  were  employed  on  this  bufinefs,  with  two  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  land  forces.  They  difembarked  at  Eaft-Haven.  The  comman- 
ders publifhed  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants,  which  would  have  been  altogether  wor- 
thy ofZingis,  or  Timur.  This  performance  ftated  to  the  people,  "  that  the  exiftence 
of  a  fingle  houfe  on  their  defencelefs  coaft,  ought  to  be  a  conjlant  reproof  of  their  ingra- 
titude. That  they  who  lay  fo  much  in  the  Britifh  power,  afforded  a  ftriking  monu- 
ment of  their  mercy,  and  therefore  ought  to  kt  the  example  of  returning  to  their  al- 
legiance." One  of  thefe  addrefTes  was  fent  by  a  flag  of  truce  to  colonel  Whiting,  of 
the  militia,  near  the  town  of  Fairfield.  He  was  allowed  an  hour  to  anfwerit;  but  had 
fcarcely  ended  the  perufai,  when  Fairfield  was  in  flames.  Newhaven  alfo  was  plun- 
dered, with  circumftances  of  the  moft  wanton  cruelty.  The  inhabitants  were  ftrip- 
ped  of  their  whole  moveable  property.  The  harbour  and  water-fide  were  covered 
with  feathers,  which  the  military  had  difcharged  from  beds  that  they  had  ripped  open. 
The  Britifh,  in  this  excurfion,  alfo  burnt  Eaft-Haven,  and  the  town  of  Norwalk. 
At  this  laft  place,  they  burned  two  houfes  of  public  worfhip,  eighty  dwelling- houfes 
eighty-feven  barns,  twenty-two  ftores,  ftve.iteen  fhops,  aud  four  mills.  Tryon  hod 
the  effrontery  to  publifh  a  vindication  of  thefe  outrages.  On  the  15th  of  July,  gen- 
eral Wayne  furprifed  Stoney-Point,  on  the  North-River.  In  the  attack,  eighty  or 
ninety  Americans  were  killed  or  wounded  Of  the  Britifh  garrifon,  fixty-three  were 
killed,  and  five  hundred  and  forty  three  taken  prifoners.  Fifteen  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  aconfderable  quantity  of  military  ftores,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors. 
The  cannon  and  ftores  were  removed,  the  works  deftroyed..  and  the  poft  evacuated. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  refumed  poffeflion  of  Stoney  Point,  on  the  third  day  after  it  had 
been  captured,  and  he  placed  in  it  a  ftrong  garrifon.  On  the  19th  of  July  the  Bri- 
tifh garrifon,  at  Powles-Hook,  oppofite  to  New- York,  was  furprifed,  and  ftorm- 
ed  by  major  Lee,  with  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  Americans.  Thirty  of  the 
royal  troops  were  killed,  and  an  hundred  and  fixty  made  prifoners.  Agreeable  to 
his  orders,  major  Lee  made  an  inftant  retreat,  without  waiting  to  deftroy  the  barracks 
or  artillery. 

On  the  1 6th  of  June,  colonel- Macleane,  with  fix  hundred  and  fifty  men,  from 
Halifax,  landed  on  the  banks  of  Penobfcot  river,  in  the  eaftern  confines  of  New- 
England.  They  began  to  conftructa  fort,  in  a  well  chofen  (rtuation.  The  town  of 
Bofton  became  alarmed.  Eighteen  armed  veffels,  befides  tranfports,  were  prepared 
with  the  utmoft  expedition.  A  body  of  land  forces  were  embarked.  On  the  25th  of 
July,  they  appeared  off  Penobfcot.  Macleane  was  fummoned  to  furrender,  which 
■he  refufed.  A  cannonading  began,  which  lafted  a  fortnight.  1  he  befiegers  had  prepared 
for  an  aflault,  when  fir  George  Collyer,  with  a  man  of  war  of  fixty  four  guns,  and 
five  frigates,  appeared  in  view.     The  Americans  fled  up  the  river.  The  foldiers  and 
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failors  efcaped  by  land,  through  the  woods.    But  their  fleet  was  almoft  entirely  de- 
ftroyed. 

A  ferious  attempt  was  made  on  the  part  of  Britain,  to  recover  the  Carolinas  and 
the  unfubdued  part  of  Georgia.  After  the  reduction  of  Savannah,  as  alreadv  re- 
lated, a  great  part  of  the  province  fubmitted  peaceably  to  the  royal  forces.  They 
endeavoured  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  by  affiftanee  from  the  back  fcttlers  of  that 
part  of  the  country.  A  number  were  accordingly,  embodied,  and  fet  out  to  join 
the  royal  army.  Their  march  commenced  with  fuch  a  fcene  of  plunder,  that  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  country  found  it  requifite  to  collect  in  a  body,  to  the  amount  of 
three  hundred,  and,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Pickens,  attacked  and  routed 
them.  Forty  with  their  leader,  were  killed.  General  Afh,  with  fifteen  hundred  A- 
mericans,  was,  on  the  third  of  May,  furprifed  in  his  camp  by  lieutenant  colonel  Pre- 
voft,  at  the  head  of  nine  hundred  men.  One  hundred  and  fifty  Americans  were  flain, 
one  hundred  and  fixty-two  made  prifoners,  and  many  others  drowned  in  attempting 
to  crofs  the  Savannah.  General  Prevoft  foon  after  attempted  to  penetrate  to  Charlef- 
ton  in  South-Carolina.  After  furmounting  many  difficulties,  he  came  within  fight 
of  it.  The  fuperior  forces  of  the  province  compelled  him  to  retreat.  His  troops  plun- 
dered all  before  them  j  and  added,  by  their  rapacity,  to  the  deteftation  of  the  Britifh 
caufe. 

Little  more  was  performed,  till,  on  the  firft  of  September,  count  d'Eftaign,  with 
twenty  fail  of  the  line,  two  fifty  gun  (hips,  and  eleven  frigates,  appeared  on  the  coaft 
of  Georgia.  His  arrival  was  unexpected.  The  Experiment,  an  Englifh  fhip,  of 
fifty  guuS,  with  three  frigates  fed  intoJiis  hands.  General  Lincoln,  with  his  army, 
immediately  marched  for  Savannih.  The  Britifh  were  diligent  in  preparing  for  their 
defence.  On  the  4th  of  October,  the  combined  forces  of  France  in  America  open- 
ed their  batteries.  On  a  report  from  the  engineers,  that  regular  approaches  would 
require  a  confiderable  time  for  the  reduction  of  the  garrifon,  it  was  determined  to 
hazard  an  aflault.  The  befiegers  were  repulfed,  with  the  lofs  of  between  eight  and 
nine  hundred  men  killed  or  wounded.  The  militia  of  the  American  army,  for  the 
mod  part,  difperfed  ;  and  the  French  commander,  re-imbarking  his  troops  and  artille- 
ry, left  the  continent.  The  vifit  of  this  fleet,  though  unfuccefsful  in  its  main  object, 
was  of  fer vice  to  the  united  ftates.  It  difconcerted  the  meafures  of  the  Britifh  com- 
manders. But  it  occafioned  the  evacuation  of  Rhode  Ifland  ;  an  object  of  regret  rather 
than  exultation  to  the  Americans.  Six  thoufand  Britifh  troops  had,  for  two  years 
and  eight  months,  been  ftationed  on  that  fpot,  where  they  were  not  ef  more  fervice 
to  the  royal  caufe,  than  could  have  been  performed  by  two  frigates  cruifing  in  the 
neighbouring  fea.  Thus  ended  the  fouthern  campaign  of  1779.  The  Britifh  were 
once  more  confined  to  their  original  limits  in  Savannah. 

it  may  here  be  afked,  by  what  means  the  Americans  had  been  able  to  fupportthe 
expenfes  of  this  long  and  bloody  conteft,  or  what  refources  they  could  oppofe  to  the 
wealth,  and  public  credit  of  Britain?  This  will  be  explained  by  a  fhort  ftatement  of  facts. 
When  congrefs  firft  propofed  to  raife  an  army,  chey  likewife  emitted  bills  of  credit 
reprefenting  fpecie.  In  June,  and  July,  1775,  they  emitted  thefe  bills  to  the  amount 
of  three  millions  of  dollars.  They  pledged  the  public  faith  of  the  colonies,  that  thefe 
bills  fhould  be  redeemed  by  annual  payments,  the  firft  of  which  was  to  begin,  on  or 
before  thelaft  of  Nomember,  1779.  ltisevident,  that  the  American  leg iflators  h.id 
no  dread  of  the  conteft  being  prolonged,  fo  much  as  it  was,  or  they  would  have  feen 
it  needlefs  toailign  fo  early  a  term  of  payment.  In  November,  j  7  75,  three  addition- 
al millions  of  dollars,  in  bills,  were  iffued,  the  firft  term  of  payment  for  which  was, 
on  or  before  the  laft  day  of  November,  1783.  In  this  way  the  congrefs  continu  d 
to  emit  paper  money,  till  it  amounted  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  fupporttd 
^ts  credit  perfectly  for  eighteen  months.     We  have  not  room  to  enter  into  a  pariku- 


264 


UNIT  E  D-    STATE  S. 


Jar  detail  on  this  febje*.  It  is  fiifficient  to  fay,  that  the  credit  of  the  Wis  began  by 
decrees  to  decline.  The  quantity  of  bills  increafed,  and  their  value,  at  the  fame  time,, 
de-reaf-d  In  1777,  th e depredation  was  about  two  or  thiee  dollars  in  bills,  for  one 
of  hard  money.  In  1778,  it  was,  as  five  or  fix  for  one  ;  in  .  779*  as  twanty-feven  or 
twenty-eight  for  one  ,  in  the  beginning  of  1780,  as-  fixty  for  one  ;  but  foon  after  ip 
rofe  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  for  one  ;  and  at  laft,  it  came  to  feveral  hundreds  for  one. 
Sixty  do  lars  in  bills  have  been  given  for  a  dram  of  whilky.  By  this  time  above  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  had  been  iflued  in  this  way,  befides  immenfe  quantify 
of  paper  by  the  ftates  individually.  At  the  fame  time,  great  quantities  of  this  k.nd 
of  paper  were  forged  by  theBritifh  at  New- York  ,  for  it  was  one  or  their  favorite* 
ideas,  that  a  bankruptcy  of  the- American-  government    would  put    an  ena  to  its  ex- 

'  Tn^o,  anew  fet of  hilts  were  iffued  by  congrefs  •>  but  they  anfwered  very  lir'le- 
purpofe  Yet  paper  of  no  intrinfic  value  had,  during  five  campaigns,  fupphed  ail  the- 
ufesofgoldandfllver.  Many  who  were  difaffctfed  to  the  new  ft.  ftem,  now  refufed • 
to  take  the  bills  in  pay  mem.  Laws  were  made  declaring  them  to  be  a  legal  tender. 
This  ill-judged  and  ruinous  rm^-fure,  opened  a  wide  field  for  all  forts  of  fpe- 
culation  and  villainv  ;  and  produced,  on  the  morals  of  the  people  at  large,  confe- 
quences  more  deftrii&ive  than  the  ravages  perpetrated  by  the  Britifh  marauders.  As 
themoft  ferious  part  of  the  ccnttft  was"  over  by  1779,  a  fucceflion  of  expedients 
floated  American  credit  through  its  "fea  of  troubles  ;"  and  its  inconveniences  were 
forgiven,  as  every  honeft  man  in  the  country  became  daily  more  convinced  that  no- 
facrifice  could  be  reckoned  extravagant,  which  was  to  free  himfelf  and  his  pofterity 
from  the  fangs  of  Britifh  tyranny.  We  now-  proceed  with  the  narrative  of  military 
tranfa&ions. 

As  foon  as  it  was  known  at  New-York,  that  the  ccmbimd  army  had  been  iepulf- 
ed  from  before  Savannah,  and  that  the  French  fleet  had  left  the  American  coaft,  ge- 
neral Clinton  embarked  for  Georgia,  with  four  fl.nk  battalions,  twelve  regiments, 
a  detachment  of  artillery  and  cavalry.  1  he  army  after  a  dangerous  voyage,  arrived- 
on  the  26th  of  December  1779,  at  the  place  of  their  defoliation,  and  foon  after  fail-- 
ed  for  the  fiege  of  Charlefton,  in  South  Carolina.  They  landed  within  thirty  miles 
of  that  place.  It  was  the  12-th  of  March,  before  the  Britifh  batteries  were  opened. 
Several  fkirmifhes  happened.  The  place  was  defended  by  general  Lincoln.  By  the 
eleventh  of  May,  hisgarrifon  was  reduced  to  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men.  Thefe 
were  to  defend  extenfive  lines  agaift  nine  thouiand  troops,  the  flower  of  the  Britifh 
army  •,  and  who  werefupported  by  a  confiderable  naval  force  On  the  12th  of  that 
month,  a  capitulation  was  figned.  The  lofs  on  both  fides,  during  the  fiege,  was  almoft- 
equal.  Of  the  Britifh,  fsventy  fix  were  killed,  and  an  hundred  and  eighty-nine  wound- 
ed. Of  the  Americans,  eighty-nine  were  killed,  and  an  hundred  and  forty  wound- 
ed. Above  four  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  were  furrendered.  The  continental  troops- 
and  failors  were  to  keep  their  baggage,  and  remain  prifoners.  The  militia  were  dif- 
miffed  on  their  parole,  and  the  inhabitants  were  confidered  as  in  the  fame  fituation. 
The  whole  number  was  about  five  thoufand.  The  Britifh  commanders  immediately 
affumed  the  tone  of  conqueft.  They  detached  two  thoufand  men  towards  North 
Carolina.  Lieutenant  colonel  Tarleton  furprifed  a  party  cf  three  hundred  Americans, 
at  Wachaws.  Five  out  of  fix  of  them  were  either  killed  or  delperateiy  wounded. 
■  After  the  vanquished  had  laid  down  their  arms,  the  Britifh  troops  continued  to  maf- 
facre.  Tartkion's  quarters  became  a  proverbial  exprefiion. 

In  June,  1780,  Clinton  embarked  for  New-York,  leaving  lord  Cornwallis  com- 
mander in  chief.  Various  attempts  were  made  to  raife  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try in  favour  of  th  2  royal  arms  s  but  without  much  fuccefs.  Several  defperate  fkir- 
mifhes were  fought.  In  one  of  thefe,  colons!  Sumpter,  with  fix  hundred  Americans 
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deftroved  the  prince  of  Wales's  regiment.  It  was  reduced  from  two  hundred  and.  fe- 
venty  eight,  to  nine.  The  firft  battle  of  importance  was  fought  at  Camden.  General 
Gates  collected  about  four  thoufand  men,  of  whom  three  fourths  were  only  mi- 
litia •,  Cornwallis  had  about  half  that  number.  Gate",  was  advancing  in  the  night,  to 
take  pod  about  eight  miles  from  Camden.  The  Englifh  general  had  marched,  at  the 
fime  time,  from  that  place,  to  attack  the  Americans  in  their  camp.  Thus  the  two  ar- 
xnies  met  by  accident  in  the  dark,  and  they  inftantly  began  the  engagement.  It  was 
morning  before  the  attack  became  general.  The  Virginia  militia  were  charged  with 
bayonets  by  the  Britifh  infantry.  They  were  feized  with  a  panic,  threw  down  their 
arms,  and  fled.  Part  of  the  militia  of  North  Carolina  followed  their  example.  The 
continentals  behaved  with  courage  and  fteadinefs  worthy  of  their  experience  in  war. 
They  had  made  a  confiderable  number  of  prifoners,  and  gained  the  advantage  over 
their  enemies.  Deferted  by  the  reft  of  the  army,  and  overpowered  by  numbers,  they 
were  driven  from  the  field.  The  refiftance  made  by  each  corps  may  be  eftimated  by 
the  number  of  wounded.  Two  hundred  and  ninety  wounded  American  prifoners 
were  carried  into  Camden.  Of  thefe,  two  hundred  and  fix  were  continentals,  eighty 
two  militia  of  North  Carolina,  and  twa  of  the  Virginian  militia.  The  American  artil- 
lery, and  moft  of  the  basgage,  were  loft.  The  number  of  the  {lain  was  net  exactly 
known,  as  the  whole  army  was  utterly  broken  and  difperfed.  Baron  de  Kalb,  a  Ger- 
man, fecond  in  command,  was  mortally  wounded.  Immediately  after  this  defeat,  a 
body  of  Americans,  under  general  Sumter,  were  furprifed,  and  totally  defeated  by 
Tarleton.  The  remains  of  the  Americans  fuffered  extremely  in  their  retreat.  Several 
men  wrre  to  befeen  flying  with  but  one  arm,  and  fome  without  any.  General  Gates 
himfelf  retii  ;d  to  Hillfborough.  There  was  no  army  in  the  field  to  refift  the  forces  .of 
lord  CornwalJis  ;  but  the  feafon,  and  the  confequent  bad  health  of  his  foldiers,  pre- 
vented him  from  purfuing  his  victory.  This  proves  that  the  Americans  ought, 
from  the  firft,  to  have  acted  on  the  defenfive.  Their  ftrength  would  have  been  pre- 
ferved  entire  till  the  enfuing  winter.  This  caution  might  have  averted  from  the  fou- 
thern  ftates  along  train  of  calamities,  which  fucceeded  the  memoriablc  but  fatal  bat- 
tle of  Camden. 

Cornwallis  affected  to  confider  South  Corolina  as  a  conquered  country,  and  hi m- 
felf  as  exercifing  the  authority  of  its  lawful  fovereign.  He  therefore  gave  orders 
"  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  who  had  fubmitted,  and  who  had  taken 
part  in  this  revolt,  fhould  be  punifhed  with  the  greateft  rigour  ;  that  they  fhould  be 
imprifoned,  and  their  whole  property  taken  from  them  or  deliroyed."  Admitting  the  full 
extent  of  guilt  in  fuch  perfons,  what  right  had  the  military  defpot  to  reduce  their 
valves  and  children  to  want  and  wretchednefs  ?  He  alfo  gave  peremptory  directions, 
"  that  every  militia  man,  who  had  borne  arms  with  the  Britifh,  and  afterwards  join- 
ed the  Americans,  fhould  be  put  to  death."  At  Augufta,  at  Camden,  and  elfewhere, 
feveral  prifoners  were  hanged,  in  confequence  of  thefe  orders.  This  feverity  was  far 
from  advancing  the  royal  caufe  •,  it  ferved  only  to  extinguish,  in  every  bofom,  the  laft 
.{park  of  prejudice  in  favour  of  England. 

Great  numbers  of  the  prifoners  who  had  been  taken  at  Charleftown,  and  admitted 
to  their  parole,  were  required  to  exchange  it  for  the  protection  of  Britifh  fubjecls. 
They  refufed  and  were  in  confequence  taken  prifoners,  and  fent  off  to  St.  Auguftine. 
It  was  in  vain  that  general  Moultrie  remonftrated  againft  this  breach  of  the  terms  o£ 
capitulation.  The  anfwer  was,  that  the  meafure  had  been  "  adopted  from  motives  of 
policy."  On  the  16th  of  September,  juft  a  month  after  the  battle  of  Camden,  Corn- 
wallis iflued  a  proclamation  for  fequeftrating  the  eftates  of  the  active  friends  of  in- 
dependence. This  opened  a  wide  door  for  all  forts  of  robbery  and  plunder.  Many 
fubmitted,  and  took  an  oath  of  allegiance.  Many  preferred  confifcation,  exile,  or  a 
prifon  ;  and  even  many  women  were  thrown   into  the  moft  loathfome  confinement. 
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The  latter  were,  in  general,  ardently  attached  to  the    American  caufe  ;  and,  in  the 
moft  trying  fituations,  they  embraced  every   method  to  kindle,  in  the  bofoms  of  their" 
countrymen,  that  generous  enthufiafm,  that   fuperioritv  to   the  dread   of  danger  and 
of  death,  which  the  fex  are  fo  capable  of  infpiring.     This  tranfient  gleam  of  fuccefs 
in  South  Carolina,  filled  the  Britifh    miniftry  with   vain   hopes  of  an  immediate  and 
complete  reduction  of  at  leaft  the  fouthern  ftates.  Major  Fergufon,  a  Britifh  partifan, 
of  diftinguifhed  valour  and  activity,    had  endeavoured   to  raife  a  corps  of  lovalifts  in 
the  back  fettlements  of  South  Carolina.     On  the    7th  of  October,    1780,  he  was    at- 
tacked at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  on  the  fummit  of  King's  Mountain,  by  a  thou- 
fand  horfe,  from  the  weft  fide  of   the   Alleghany  mountains.        The  Americans  were 
commanded  by  colonel  Campbell  of  Virginia,  colonels  M'Dowell,  Cleveland,  Shelby,, 
and  Sevier  of  North  Carolina,  and  colonels  Lacv,  Hawthorn,  and   Hill,  of  South  Ca- 
rolina.     The  conteft  was  very  obftinate.    Fergufon  oppofed   the  aflailants  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  forced  them  to  retire  behind  fome  trees  and  rocks,   from   whence  they 
renewed  their  fire  in  every  direction.      The  Britifh  commander  at  laft  fell.      His  party 
furrendered.   Eight  hundred  were  made  prifoners.    Two  hundred  and  twenty  five  had 
been  previoufly  killed  or  wounded.        This    battle  was  a  counte.-poife  to  the  affair  of 
Camden.     Jt  came  juft  in  time  to  revive    the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  Americans.      It 
gave  a  mortal  blow  to  the  project  of  arming  the   American    friends  of  the  old  govern- 
ment in  its  fervice.      Ten  of  the  prifoners,   who  came   under  that  defcription,   were 
hanged  by  the  conquerors.   This  was  vindicated  on  a  double  ground  •,  as  a  retaliation 
for  the  Americans  who  had  been  executed  in   Carolina  and   Georgia  •,   and  as  the  in- 
dividuals themfelves  had  committed  various  acts  of  felony,  for  which  their  lives  were 
forfeited  by  law.   The  party  who  gained  this  very   feafonable  advantage,  were  entire- 
ly volunteers.     In  embodying  themfelves  and    in  forcing    their  way  through  the  wil- 
dernefs,  to  meet  the  enemy,   they  had  undergone  a  feries    of  hare  (hips  which  might 
have  broken  the  perfeverance  of  a  Roman  legion.      On  the  »2th    of  November,  ma- 
jor Wemyfs,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  Britifh  infantry,  and  dragoons,  was  defeated  and 
taken  prifoner  by  general  Sumter.  In  the  pocket  of  this  gallant  officer,  there  was  found 
a  lift  of  houfes  which  he  had  burnt,  and  of  others  which  he  defigned  to  burn.  Yet  while 
the  Englifh  foldiers  were  inceffantly  committing   outrages  in  this  country,  that  would 
have  deformed  the  annals  of  a  Goth  or  a  Tartar,  many    candid  and  humane  people  in 
Britain,  from  mere  ignorance  of  the  facts,  believed    that  the  weight  of  treachery  and 
barbarity  refted  on  the  fcale  of  the  united  ftates.      The  fequel  of  the  year  1780,   pro- 
duced no  remarkable  event  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  continent.      We  fhall  now  give 
a  fhort  fketch  of  the  military  tranfaetions  of  that  year,  in  the  northern  part  of  it. 

As  the  army  at  New- York  had  been  weakened  by  the  expedition  to  Charlefto.i, 
nothing  offenfive  was  attempted  till  the  16th  of  June.  An  incurfion  was  then  made 
mto  the  Jerfeys  by  lieutenant-general  Knyphaufen,  at  the  head  of  five  thoufand  men. 
They  landed  at  Elizabethtown,  and  proceeded  to  a  fettlement  cidled  the  Connecticut 
t  arms.  Mr.  James  Caldwell,  a  Prefbyterian  clergyman,  had  been  extremely  active 
»n  animating  the  militia  of  that  country  to  refiftance.  In  his  abfence,  the  enemy  came 
to  his  houfe.  His  wife  was  ftnt  dead  by  a  mufket  levelled  at  her,  through  the  win- 
dow of  a  room,  in  which  flic  was  fitting  with  her  children.  Her  body,  at  the  defire 
of  an  officer  among  the  loyalifts,  was  removed;  and  then  the  houfe  and  every  thing 
in  it  was  reduced  to  afhes.  Twelve  other  d'velring-houfes,  and  a  Presbyterian  meet- 
Jbg  houfe,  were  a'fo  confumed.  At  fpringfield,  the  Bririfh  were  oppofed  by  general 
Maxwell  and  colonel  Dayton,  with  a  party  of  Militia.  They  halted  and  returned  to 
Elizabethtown.  A  reinforcement  from  New-York  herejoined  them  ;  and  the  whole 
body  agai.i  advanced  towards  Springfield.  The  Americans  were  driven  by  fuperior 
numbers  from  a  bridge  in  front  of  the  town.  They  retired  to  a  neighbouring  range 
of  hills,  in  expectation  of  being  attacked.       Infcad  of   this,  the  victors  fet  fire  to  the 
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town,  and  about  fifty  dwelling- houfes  were  reduced  to  aShes.  They  then  retreated  to 
New-York.  It  is  difficult  to  divine  what  cculd  have  been  the  purpofe  of  fuch  expe- 
ditions. Every  one  of  them  ferved,  more  than  an  hundred  Stamp  ads,  to  alienate  the 
affections  of  America  from  her  late  fovereign.  Had  the  colonies  even  been  actually 
fubdued  in  this  war,  the  feeds  of  difruption  were  too  univerfally  difTeminated,  ever 
to  have  been  deftroyed,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  years  at  fartheft,  muff  have  produced 
a  fecond  revolt.  In  the  interim,  a  large  (landing  force  muff  constantly  have  been 
kept  on  foot,  at  an  expenfe  of  perhaps  more  than  double  the  whole  revenue,  that 
could  have  been  extracted  from  the  country. 

There  was,  by  this  time,  the  utmoft  difficulty  in  keeping  the  American  army  to- 
gether. A  great  part  of  them  were  in  the  greateSt  want  of  clothing  and  other  neceSfa- 
ries.  Manv  people  had  become  tired  of  the  war,  and  the  patriotic  ardour  which  blazed 
out  with  fo  much  fury  in  the  commencement  of  the  ftrnggle,  had  found  lefure  to 
cool.  The  lofs  of  Charleston,  and  the  advantages  gained  by  Ccrnwallis,  in  Carolina, 
were,  in  one  refpect,  of  diSfervice  to  the  royal  caufe.  The  country  at  large  was  per- 
fectly determined  never  more  to  return  under  the  government  of  Britain  5  and  thefij 
difaftrous  events  rekindled,  in  its  primitive  violence,  the  flame  of  public  fpirit.  When 
the  con grefs  could  neither  command  money  nor  credit  for  the  fubfiftence  of  their  ar- 
mies, fome  citizens  of  Philadelphia  formed  an  afTociation  to  fecure  (implies  of  the 
neceffa-y  articles  for  the  Suffering  Soldiers.  Three  hundred  thoufand  dollars  were  in- 
n  few  days,  fubferibed,  and  converted  into  a  bark,  the  chief  defign  of  which  was  for 
this  humane  purpofe.  The  advantages  of  this  institution  were  great.  The  Americans 
were  aflured  that  Louis  the  Sixteenth  was,'  during  this  year,  to  fend  a  powerful  ar- 
mament to  their  aid.  Every  exertion  was  therefore  made  to  place  the  continental 
army  on  a  footing  to  co-operate  with  their  allies.  On  the  14th  of  July,  1780,  this 
armament  arrived  at  Rhode-Ifland.  It  confided  offeven  (hips  of  the  line,  five  fri- 
gates, five  leffer  armed  vefleis,  and  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  with  fix  thoufand  land  forces 
onboard,  commanded  by  count  de  Rcchambeua.  PoSTeflion  of  the  forts  and  batteries 
on  Rhods-Ifland  was  immediately  given  to  the  French,  who  put  them  into  a  refpecla- 
ble  State  of  defence.  The  iflind  was  Soon  after  threatened  with  an  attack  from 
fir  Henry  Clinton,  and  admiral  Arbuthnot.  The  project  was  found  to  be  imprac- 
ticable, but  the  French  troops  and  Ships  of  war  were  effectually  blocked  up  at  Rhode- 
ifland.  The  Americans  were  much  difappointed  by  this  event.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
dangerous  plot  was  difecvered  in  the  American  army.  Benedict:  Arnold,  who  had  been 
efteemed  one  of  the  beft  officers  in  the  continental  troops,  entered  into  a  correspon- 
dence with  fir  Henry  Clinton  for  the  delivery  of  Weft  Point  to  the  BritiSh  forces-. 
This  place  has  been  called  the  Gibraltar  of  North  America.  It  was  reckoned  the  meft 
proper  Situation  for  commanding  the  navigation  of  the  North  River.  Ridges  of 
rocks  rifing  one  behind  another,  made  it  incapable  of  being  invefted  by  lefs  than 
twenty  thoufand  men.  The  plan  of  Arnold  was  to  make  fuch  a  difpofirion  of  his 
garrifon,  that  fir  Henry  Clinton  Should  fur  p  rife  the  place,  and  force  a  furrender.  Ar- 
nold, under  a  pretence  that  the  old  fortifications  were  in  a  State  of  decav,  had  actu- 
ally demolished  a  great  part  of  them  •,  which  had  excited  fome  fufpicion.  Major  An- 
dre, adjutant  general  of  the  BritiSh  army,  was  employed  as  negociator  in  this  infa- 
mous tranlaction.  In  returning  from  a  final  comference  with  Arnold,  he  was  on  the 
2  3d  of  September,  detected  in  difguife,  within  the  American  lines.  A  variety  of 
papers  were  found  upon  him,  which  afcertained,  beyond  the  poflibility  of  a  quib- 
ble, the  completeness  of  his  guilt.  He  was  inconfiderately  permitted  to  fend  a  letter 
to  Arnold,  by  the  officer  to  whom  he  was  firff  brought.  Thus  Arnold  efcaped.«*  So 
great  was  the  confufion  of  this  man,  that,  in  coming  from  his  houfe,  he  locked  his 
wife  into  the  room  in  which  he  left  her  •,  he  Seized  a  barge  with  ten  or  twelve  men, 
and  made  them  iow  him  to  New  York,  on  the  pretence  of  fettling  a  cartel.  When  hs 
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ne  aWflde  of  a  Britifh  -{hip  of  war,  he  delivered  uP  as  pifriner?,  the  crew  of  the 
r£e  wtc  thus  knorantiy  had  aflifte*  him  to  fave  his  life.  No  profcffioo  u  free 
from  nerantrv.  'i  here  was  much  altercation  before  it  could  be  determined  that 
Andre  ought 'to  be  hanged  as  a  fpy.  1  he  prifoner  attempted  to  prove  that  he  did 
-of  come  under  that  defcription  ;  and  from  a  pcrfon  in  his  unfortunate  fixation,  fuch 
fophifti  V  was  p?rdorab!e.  But  had  he  pefTtiTed  fentiments  of  honour  fuitable  to  his 
rar.k  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  he  never  would  have  interfered  in  fo  ignominious  a 
project.  Clinton  interpoled  in  his  favour,  but  in  vain.  Had  the  three  men  who  appre- 
frended  Andre,  cr  any  other  perfers  of  inferior  rank,  been  found  in  afituaticn  like 
his  within  the  Britifh  lines,  they  would  have  been  hung  without  farther  ceremony, 
and  the  ftory  would  have  been/orgot  within  twenty-four  hours.  The  high  miliary 
rank  of  this  Britifh  fpy  feems  to  have  daggered  the  judgement  even  of  a  republican  ar- 
my. His  fentence  was  pronounced  -*ith  fome  hefitation,  anri  executed  amid  the  unfeign- 
ed tears  of  the  American  forces.  Had  Arnold  himfelf  been  taken,  it  was  generally  " 
thought  that  Andre,  in  oppofition  to  evident  juftice,  would  have  been  forgiven.  We 
have°been  the  more  particular  upon  this  painful  fubject,  becaufe  the  royal  army,  and 
the  whole  Britifh  nation  make  a  great  clamour  about  the  barbarity  of  conducting 
to  the  gibbet  this  adjutant  general  ;  and  becaufe  even  the  hiftorians  of  America  have 
in  this  inftan.ee,  but  faintly  defended  her  conduct.  It  is  puerile  to  oppofe  the  pang  of 
{brfibihfy  to  the  nccefiiries  of  inexorable  juftice. 

Arnold  was  created  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Britifh  army.  He  publifhed  a  pro- 
pofal  for  rsvfmg  a  corps  of  deferters  from  the  continental  troops  ;  but  nobody  join- 
ed him.  Thefe  mean  offers,  on  the  part  of  Britain,  correfponded  with  the  forgery  of 
American  paper  money,  and  the  medeft  prcpofals  of  George  Johnftone  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  "  IVaJhjngtop  and  the  prejident." 

Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  who  had  been  formerly  prefident  of  Crngrefs,  hnd  been  de- 
puted bv  that  body  to  folicita  lean  for  their  fervice  in  Holland,  a  ;:1  alio  to  negociate 
a  treaty  between  that  country,  and  America.  On  the  3d  of  Septemher,  1780,  Mr. 
Laurens  was  taken  by  the  Veftal  frigate.  Among  his  papers,  there  was  found  a  plan 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  nations.  In  confequence,  the  court  of  Lon- 
don fomewhat  abruptly  declared  war  againft  the  Dutch.  In  the  commerce  of  Holland, 
the  Engli/h  nation  faw  before  them  a  rich  harveft  of  fpoil  •,  and  they  were  fufficient- 
ly  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the  ftadtholder*,  to  fear  nothing  from  the  military 
force  of  Holland.  Mr.  Laurens  was  committed  to  the  Tower-,  and  the  iftand  of  St. 
Euftatia  was  taken  frcm  the  Dutch,  with  an  immenfe  plunder. 

On  the  ift  of  January,  1782,  a  mutiny   broke  out   in  the  Pen  nfy  Ivan  ia  line.     The 

foldiers  in  that  part  of  the  continental  army  were   moft  of  them  Irifhmen.   They  had 

performed  their  duty  to  Satisfaction,  and  the  prefent   difcontentment   was  the   mere 

offfpring  0/  mifery  and  defpair.   Clinton  fent    two   perfons   from  New-York,    who 

made  the  moft  bountiful  offers  to  thofe  who   would  join  him.  He  recommended  that 

they  would  move  behind  the  South  River,  where  a   corps  of  BritiiJi  troops  would  be 

.ready  for  their  protection.     His  emiffaries  wereliftantjy  arretted  by  the  foldiers.    The 

differences  between  the  congrefs  and  them    were    adjufted  ;  and    the    Britifh  envoys 

were  hanged,      A  purfe  of  an  hundred  guineas  was  offered  So  the  common  men,  as  a 

reward  for  their  fidelity.   The  propofal  was  refufed  ;  a  behavior,  that,  in  fo  deftitute  a 

fituation,  did  them  the  high  eft  honour.  The  greateft  neceffity,  by  this  time,  pervaded 

'the  whole  military  department.      The  pz.per  of  congrefs   had  entirely  loft  its  credit  -, 

and,  without  the  command  of  a  proper  circulating  medium,    10    fupport  a  numerous 

army  was  utterly    impolTible.   The  king  of  France  about  this  time,   gave  the  united* 

ftates  a  fubfidy  of  fix  millions  of  livres  ;  and  became   their  fecurity  for  ten  millions 

*  Vide  Vol.  i.  p.  423. 
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more,  advanced  for  them  in  the  United  Netherlands.  A  more  regular  fyftem  of  fi- 
nance was  about  this  time  adopted  ;  and  the  arrangement  of  the  fupplies  of  the  army 
and  of  the  accounts  was  entrufted  to  mr.  Robert  Morris  ;  to  whom  the  government 
flood  highly  indebted  for  his  judgment,  economy,  and  fometimes  for  the  interfer- 
ence qf  his  perfonal  credit. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1781,  Arnold  with  flxteen  hundred  Britifh  troops  under 
his  command,  landed,  about  fifteen  miles  below  Richmond  in  Virginia.  They  march- 
ed into  that  town,  where  they  burned  large  quantities  of  tobacco,  rum,  fail,  cloth, 
and  other  merchandize.  A  variety  of  fimilar  devaftations  were  committed  by  thefe 
banditti  {{ jr  what  other  name  can  we  give  them  ? )  in  diffe/ent  parts  of  the  ftate. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  detached  by  general  Wafhington,  with  twelve  hun- 
dred men  to  flop  the  ravages  of  Arnold.  The  French  fleet*  with  fifteen  hundred 
men  on  board,  alfo  failed  from  Rhode- lfland  for  the  Chefapeak.  The  fleets  or.  France 
and  England  met,  and  fought  a  drawn  battle.  But  the  French  were  forced  to  return 
to  Rhode  lfland,  without  affecting  the  object  of  their  deftination.  On  the  25th  of 
March,  i78i,^general  Philips,  with  two  thoufand  men,  arrived  in  the  Chefapeak  from' 
New- York,  to  join  Arnold.  They  formed  a  junction,  defeated  feveral  parties  of  mi- 
lith,  and  laid  wafte  all  before  them.  A«  Peterfburgh,  they  were  oppofed  by  barcn 
Steuben,  with  a  fmall  force.  He  was  forced  to  retreat ;  and  here  the  Britifh  officers 
burned  four  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco.  The  triumphal  entry  of  Alaric  or  of 
Atilla  into  ancient  Rome,  was  not  marked  by  circumftances  of  more  wanton  barbar- 
ity. At  Cheflerfield,  the  court  houfe,  a  range  of  barracks,  and  three  hundred  barrels 
of  flour,  were  burnt.  On  the  fame  day,  Arnold  himfelf  captured  two  fhips  and  ten 
fmall  velTeis,  loaded  with  tobacco,  cordage,  flour,  &e.  A  great  number  of  veffels  were 
burnt.  Above  two  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco  were  taken  or  deftroyed.  At  Man- 
chester, the  Englifh  troops  deftroyed  twelve  hundred  hogfheads  of  tobacco  •,  and,  at 
Warwic,  the  flips  on  the  flocks,  and  in  the  river,  with  a  large  range  of  rope  walks. 
They  alfo  burned,  at  the  lame  place,  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  with  a  number 
of  warehoufes,  and  tan-houfes.  In  the  courfe  of  three  weeks  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  property  was  deftroyed.  On  the  return  of  thefe  troops  to  Peterfburgh,  Philips  di- 
ed. On  his  death  bed  he  prefumed  to  complain  of  American  inhumanity,  becaufe 
the  continentals  did  not  fufpend  fome  firing,  for  the  fake  of  fuffering  him  to  expire 
in  pea*e.     A  fhort  letter  from  him,  on  this  fubject,  has  been  ptinted. 

On  the  16th  of  Auguft,  1780,  the  defeated  a;  my  of  general  Gates  rendezvoufed 
at  Hillfborough.  In  the  end  of  the  year,  they  advanced  to  Charlottetown,  were  ge- 
neral Greene  afiumed  the  chief  command.  The  extenfive  lubmiflion  of  the  militia  of 
South  Carolina  to  the  royal  forces,  had  ultimately  operated  againft  the  royal  intercfl. 
The  Britifh  had  a  poft  at  Ninety- isix,  for  thirteen  months,  and,  durii  g  this  time,  the 
country  was  filled  with  rapine,  violence,  and  murder.  Applications  were  daily  made 
for  redrefs  ;  and  they  were  always  unfuccefsful.  Greene  difpatched  general  Morgan 
to  take  poft  in  this  diftrict  -,  and  feveral  perfons  immediately  refumed  th'ir  arms,  and 
acted  in  concert  with  the  continental  troops.  Cornwallis  had  been  preparing  for  an 
expedition  into  North  Carolina;  but  as  he  could  not,  with  fafety,  leave  Morgan  in 
his  rear,  h-;  detached  Tarleton,  with  about  eleven  hundred  men,  and  two  field  pieces, 
to  attack  him  Morgan  was  inferior,  inpointof  of  nu  nbers.  They  met,  on  the  17th 
of  January,  1781,  at  a  place  called  the  Cowpens.  Tarleton  began  the  attack  with  fa- 
tigued troops,  before  they  were  properly  formed,  and  before  the  refeive  had  taken 
its  ground.  The  firft  line  of  the  Americans,  commanded  by  colonel  Pickens,  was 
broken  by  the  impetuofity  of  the  charge.  The  fecond  line  was  likewife  compelled  to 
retreat.  At  this  crifis,  lieutenant- colonel  Wafhington,  with  a  party  of  horfe,  repulfed 
about  forty  Britifh  dragoons,   who  were  cutting  down  the  fugitives.     At  the  fame 
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time,  the  American  infantry  rallied  and  charged  the  enemy  with  fixed  bavonets. 
They  feized  two  field  pieces  •,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  Britifh  cavalry,  who  had  not 
been  engrgei,  fled  with  precipitation.  It  is  here  evident  that  Tarleton  muft  have  ne- 
glecWi  his  duty.  Had  thefe  two  hundred  and  fifty  horfe  been  brought  up  to  fup- 
port  the  infantry  after  the  rout  of  the  fecond  line,  we  may  fuppofe  that  the  Americans 
muft  have  been  completely  defeated.  Above  three  hundred  of  the  Britifh  were  kil- 
led or  wounded,  and  above  fix  hundred  prifoners  were  taken.  Eight  hundred  muf- 
kets,  two  field  pieces,  thirty -five  baggage  waggons,  and  an  hundred  dragoon  horfes, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  coi.querors.  The  Americans  had  only  twelve  men  killed, 
and  fixty  wounded.  • 

Cornwallis  had  been  joined  by  general  Leflie,  with  two  thoufand  men.  On  hearing 
of  the  defeat  of  Tarleton,  he  determined  to  purfue  Morgan,  who  had  fet  out  with 
his  prifoners  for  Virginia.  In  this  retreat  and  purfuit  both  armies  underwent  excef- 
five  hardfhips  About  the  end  of  January,  the  Britifh  reached  Catawba  river,  during 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day  on  which  the  A  mericans  had  croffed  it.  Before  next 
morning  a  heavy  rain  had  made  the  ftream  impaffable.  If  the  river  had  rifen  but  a 
few  hours  fooner  than  it  did,  Morgan,  with  his  whole  detachment,  and  his  five  hun- 
dred prifoners,  muft  have  been  taken.  It  is*  no  wonder,  that  in  this  march  the  Bri- 
tifh moved  with  greater  rapidity  than  the  Americans.  The  latter  were  not  only  defti- 
tute  of  almoft  all  neceffaries",  but  by  walking  barefoot  over  frozen  ground,  their  feet 
were  fo  gafhed,  that  their  fteps  were  marked  with  blood.  To  all  thefe  hardships  they 
fubmitted  without  the  defertion  of  a  fingle  man.  Cornwallis  croffed  the  Catawba  ri- 
ver, and  continued  his  purfuit.  The  Americans  croffed  the  Yadkin,  and  fecured 
their  boats  on  the  north  fide  of  it.  The  Britifh  were  clofe  in  their  rear;  but  the 
fwelling  of  the  river,  from  the  late  rains,  made  their  croffing  impoffible.  They  were 
obliged  to  pafs  the  ftream,  at  a  place  called  the  Upper  fords.  Bv  this  time  the  two 
divifions  of  the  American  army,  under  Greene  and  Morgan,  had  formed  a  junftiott 
at  Guilford  court  houfe.  They  were  ftill  too  feeble  for  refiftance,  and,  with  mu:h  dif- 
ficulty, they  efcaped  into  Virginia.  Greene  foon  after  returned  wkh  a  confiderable 
reinforcement,  irto  North  Carolina.  On  the  15th  of  March,  1781,  the  two  armies 
met  at  Guilford  courthoufe.  The  Americans  confifted  of  four  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred men,  the  Britifh  of  two  thoufand  four  hundred.  Of  the  former,  more  than  one 
half  were  only  militia.  After  an  obftinate  battle,  the  Americans  were  driven  from 
the  field,  with  the  lofs  of  about  four  hundred  men  killed  or  wounded.  .1  hat  or  the 
Britifh  was  not  much  inferior.  They  loft  feveral  of  their  beft  officers  ;  and.  four  day* 
arter  this  viclory,  they  began  a  retreat.  They  haited  at  Wilmington,  in  North  Car- 
olina, for  three  weeks  ,  and  then  proceeded  for  Petersburg  in  Virginia.  Greene,  with 
his  troops,  returned  into  South  Carolina.  On  the  25th  of  April,  he  fought  a  battle 
at  Camden,  with  lord  Rawdon  ;  many  lives  were  loft  on  both  fides.  Greene  was  forc- 
ed to  retire  ;  but,  in  the  month  of  May  following,  Rawdon  found  it  prudent  to  quit 
his  poft,  and  retreat  nearer  to  Charlefton.  Several  other  obftinate  engagements  took 
place,  the  meft  important  of  which  was  at  the  Eutaw  fprings.  In  this  aciion,  the 
Britifh  loft  above  eleven  hundred  men,  and  the  Americans,  who  had  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  vicloiy,  more  than  five  hundred.  By  the  clofe  of  the  campaign  of  1  781, 
the  Britifh  were  gradually  forced  to  retire  into  Charlefton.  In  this  itruggle,  it 
was  admited  that  lotd'Uawdon  difplayed  confiderable  talents.  But  Greene,  who. 
with  an  ill  clothed,  half-ftarved,  and  half  difciplined  army,  had  overcome  his  antago- 
mft,  acquired  a  degree  of  fame  which  can  only  perifh  with  the  laft  tradition  of  the  hif-; 
tory  of  the  American  revolution. 

We  now  return  to  the  progrefs  of  lo-d  Cornwallis,  On  the  25th  of  Apri',  the 
fame  day  ori  which  Rawdon  twined  the  f;cond  ba'tle  of  Camaen,  he  began  his-  march 
from  Wilmington  for    Viigmia.     As  the  country  is  inteife&ed  by  deep  rivers,  t.vo 
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boats  were  \fnounted  on  carriages,  and  taken  with  his  army.  With  little  oppo- 
fition,  the  Britifh,  on  the  20th  of  May,  arrived  at  Peterfburg,  the  place  which  had. 
been  fixed  upon  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  royal  forces.  The  troops  which  had  been 
under  the  command  of  general  Philips,  were  joined  with  thofe  of  Cornwallis.  A  re- 
inforcement of  fifteen  hundred  men  had  recently  arrived  from  New- York  •,  fo  that 
his  lordfhip  was  now  at  the  head  of  a  very  formidable  army.  He  foon  received  an 
account  of  the  victory  of  Camden,  and  that  three  B*ritifh  regiments  had  failed  for 
Charlefton.    This  news  diverted  him  of  anxiety  for  the  fituation  of  lord  Rawdon. 

The  defence  of  Virginia  was  chiefly  entrufted  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette.  He  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Head  of  Elk  River,  to  Richmond.  He  arrived  there  on  the  day  be- 
fore Cornwallis  reached  Manchefter,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  James  River.  Richmond 
was  at  that  time  filled  with  almoft  all  the  military  (lores  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia, 
Cornwallis  was  valtly  fuperior  in  numbers  to  the  Americans.  Fayette  had  only  a  thou- 
fand  regulars,  two  thoufand  militia,  'and  fixty  dragoons.  The  Englilh  commander 
advanced  from  Petersburg  to  James  River,  which  he  crofted  at  Weftown.  Thence 
he  marched  through  Hanover  county,  and  crofted  Pamunkey  River.  Fayette  follow- 
ed his  motions,  but  at  a  guarded  diftance.  The  Britifh  were  greatly  fuperior  in  ca- 
valry. The  Stables  and  paftures  of  Virginia  fupp'ied  them  with  good  horfes  ;  and  they 
tr.iverfed  the  country  with  facility,  in  all  directions.  Two  diftant  expeditions  were 
therefore  undertaken.  In  one  of  thefe,  Tarleton  difperfed  the  affembly  of  the  ftate, 
which  was  then  fitting  at  Charlottevile.  He  feized  Csvsn  of  its  members,  who  had 
not  made  their  efcape,  and  deftroyed  a  great  quantity  of  ftores  at  or  near  the  town, 
The  other  expeditiova  was  committed  to  lieutenant- colonel  Simcoe,  the  fame  officer 
whofe  recent  movements  on  the  frontiers  of  Canida,  have  excited  fuch  general  at- 
tention in  the  u-.ited  fhtes.  His  object  was  to  diftroy  the  military  ftores  at  Point  of 
Fork.  The  greater  part  of  them  had  been  removed.  In  thefe  marches  and  counter- 
marches, immenfe  quantities  of  private  property  were  deftroyed.  Fayette  difplayed 
ex:rao  dinary  abilities.  He  was  joined  at  Racoon  Ford  by  general  Wayne  with  eui'it 
hundred  Pennfylvanians.  The  military  ftores  of  the  ftate  had  been  removed  from 
Richm>nd  to  Albermirle  court-houfe.  Cornwallis  fet  out  for  that  place,  in  order  to 
deftro'.'  th;m.  By  a  vigorous  exertion,  Fayette  placed  himfelf  between  Cornwallis 
and  Albermarle  co;:rt-houfe.  The  Englifh  general  did  not  choofe  to  attack  him  •,  and 
retreated  to  Williamsburg  From  thence  he  retired  to  Yorktown  and  Gloucefter 
P  >i  t.  two  placs  that  will  be  long  memorable  in  the  annals  of  America.  Cornwallis 
fortified  theft  polls.  He  was  at  the  head  of  about  feven  thoufand  men.  Few  inhabi- 
tants of  the  ftate  joined  him  •,  and  of  the  very  fmall  number  who  did  fo,  almoft  the 
whole  w?ie  natives  of  Europe.  It  was  very  rare  even  to  purchafe  fafety  by  fubmiffion. 
Sottte'Virgihians  joined  the  American  army  5  but  the  majority  were  contented  with 
keeping  theKnfelves  beyond  the  reach  of  .he  royal  forces. 

"1  he  firnmer  went  over  without  any  dccifive  event  in  Virginia.  It  was  expected, 
by  the  Britifh  that  cheir  fleet  in  the  Weft-Indies  would  have  joined  them  •,  and  that 
they  fhou'd  then  proceed  with  augmented  vigour  in  their  military  operations.  On. 
the  3mh  of  Auguft,  17  11,  count  de  Graffe,  with  twenty  eight  fail  of  French  men 
of  war,  entered  the  Che  f.pe  ik.  ;  #and  intelligence  likewife  arrived  in  Virginia,  that 
the  French  and  America  1  arnres,  which  had  been  ftationed  in  the  northern  dates, 
Were  advancing  tothatpiit  of  the  continent.  De  Graffe  blocked  up  York  River, 
with  three  'a  c'lhips,  and  ibme  frigates,  and  moored  the  principal  part  of  his  fl^et 
in  Lynhaven  Bay.  Three  thoufand  two  hundred  French  land  forces  wtre'difembark- 
ed  from  on  board  th's  ft  fet,  and  united  with  the  continentals  under  Fayette.  The 
whole  body  to.  k  p  ft  at  Williamsburg.  Cornwallis  had  intended  to  attack  them  ■,  but 
he  itceived  1  ;te,s  irom  Clinttn  at  Ntw-York.  that  he  would  exert  himflf  to  the 
utmoft,  to  reinforce  the  royal  army- in  the  Chefapeuk  y  and  that  admiral  Digby  was 
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hourly  expected  on  the  coaft.  His  lordfhipj  therefore*  relinquished  his  defign.  He 
micht,  at  this  time,  have  accomplished  a  retreat  into  South-Carolina  ;  and  Tarleton, 
in  his  memoirs  of  the  war,  fays,  that  he  recommended  this  meafure. 

Admiral  Greaves,  with  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  made  an  effort  to  relieve  Cornwallis;- 
De  Grafle  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chf  fapeak  to  meet  him,  and  an  indecifive  action 
was  fought.  Greaves  wanted  to  renew  it  •„  but  in  the  mean  time,  de  Graffe  bad  -been 
reinforced  by  eight  fail  of  the  fcne  from  Rhode-Ifland.  To  protect  the  arrival  of  this 
fquadron,  had  been  his  chief  object  in  quitting  his  "former  ftation  ;  and  as  his  force 
was  nowfupeiior  to  that  of  the  Englifh  fleet,  admiral  Greaves  fet  fail,  and  de  Graffe. 
returned  into  the  Chefapeak.      Thefe  events  happened  in  the  beginning  of  September. 

It  had  been  the  defign  of  general  Wafhington  to  diftinguifh  the  campaign  0/1781, 
by  the  fiege  of*New-York.  He  was  to  be  fupported  in  this  enterprife,  by  Rocham- 
beau,  commander  of  the  French  forces  in  Rhode-Ifland,  with  whom  it  had  been  con- 
certed. The  fiege  was  to  be  undertaken  in  conjunction  with  a  French  fleet,  which 
was  expected  to  arrive  on  the  coaft  of  America,  in  the  month  of  AugtfL  It  was 
agreed,  that,  for  this  effect,  the  French  troops  fhould  quit  their  former  quarters, 
and  movetowarcfs  the  North  River.  Letters  were  addrefled  by  general  Wafhington 
to  the  executive  officers  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts,  Connecticut,  and  New- 
Jersey,  requiring  them  to  have  their  quotas  of  troops  ready  on  a  week's  warning. 
In  conformity  with  this  plan,  the  French  troops,  in  June,  marched  from  Rhode- 
Ifland  ;  and,  early  in  July,  they  joined  the  American  army.  General  Wafhington  ad- 
vanced with  his  forces  to  the  vicinity  of  K?ingfbridge  j  and  the  Britifh,  about  the 
fame  time,  retired  with  almoft  the  whole  of  their  troops  to  Yotklfland.  The  Ame- 
rican commander  expected  to  have  commenced  operations  againft  New- York  in  "July. 
Flat-bottomed  boats,  fufficient  for  tranfporting  five  thouiand  men,  were  built  near 
Albany,  and  brought  down  Hudfon's  river  to  the  vicinity  of  the  American  quarters. 
Ovens  were  erected  oppofite  to  Staten-Ifland,  for  the  ufe  of  the  French  troops.  But 
the  ftates  which  had- been  lolicited  to  fend  forward  their  proportions  of  men,  did  not 
correfpond  wirh  the  anxiety  of  general  Wafhington.  On  the  zd  of  Auguft,  his  Amer- 
ican troops  were  but  by  a  fmall  body  more  numerous  than  when  they  left  their  winter 
quarters. 

Chance  has  always  a  great  fhare  in  the  fate  of  military  events.  It  is  doubtful,  whe- 
their,  if  the  ftates  had  furnifhed  their  fupplies  at  the  jime  defired,  their  alacrity  would 
have  been  of  advantage  to  the  public  fervice.  By  commencing  a  fiege  of  New- York* 
general  Wafhington  would  have  engaged  in  a  very  arduous  tafk.  His  difficulties  muft 
have  been  augmented  by  the  arrival  of  three  thoufand  Germans,  who  came  in  the 
interim  from  Europe,  to  reinforce  the  garrifon.  In  the  middle  of  Auguft,  he  received 
intelligence  that  de  Graffe,  with  his  French  fleet,  had  been  deftined  for  the  Chefa- 
peak ;  and  this  circumftance  at  once  inverted  the  whole  plan  of  the  campaign.  He 
faw  that  the  capture  of  Cornwallis  would  be  an  enterprife  more  eafily  within  his  reach, 
and  be  of  infinite  confequence  to  the  caufe  of  America. 

The  appearance  of  a  defign  to  attack  New-  York  was  flill  kept  up.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  allied  army  crofted  the  North-river,  and  paffed  on  by  the  way  of  Philadel- 
phia to  York-town.  An  accident  favoured  the  deception.  General  Wafhington,  while 
the  attack  of  New  York  was  ferioufly  intended,  fiad  fent  off  a  letter  detailing  the 
particulars  •,  and  this  letter  fell  into  the  hands  of  fir  Henry  Clinton.  He  therefore  . 
readiiy .believed  that  every  movement  towards  Virginia  was  a  feint  for  diverting  his 
attention  from  the  defence  of  INew-York.  At  Chefter,  the  American  general  firft 
heard  of  the  actual  arrival  of  de  Graffe,  at  the  Chefapeak.  He  reached  Williamsburg, 
on  the  14th  of  September.  The  difrance  from  Kingsbridge  to  that  place  was  about 
five  hundred  miles.  Three  weeks  had  been  fpent  on  the  march.  The  combined 
forces  proceeded  on  their   way  to  Yorktown,   partly   by   land,  and  partly  down 
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the  Chefapeak.  The  whole,  including  a  body  of  Virginia  militia,  under  general 
Nelfon,  amounted  to  fixteen  thoufand  five  hundred  men.  They  rendezvoufed  at 
Williamfburg  on  the  25th  of  September.  About  this  time,  lord  Cornwallis  received  a 
letter  from  Clinton,  who  informed  him  of  the  arrival  of  admiral  Digby  j  and  that  he 
himfelf  was  to  embark  with  five  thoufand  men,  who  would  probably  fail  about  the 
5th  of  October.  On  the  night  after  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  Cornwallis  quitted 
his  outward  pofition,  and  retired  to  one  fomewhat  more  remote.  , 

The   works  erected  for  the  fecurity  of  Yorktown,  on  the  right,  were  redoubts  and 
batteries,  with  a  line  of  {lockade  in  the  rear.     A  marfhy  ravine  lay  in  front  cf  the 
right,  over  which  was  pl.:ced  a  large  redoubt.  The  morafs  extended  along  the  centre, 
which  was  defended  by  a  line  of  ftockade  and  by  batteries.  On  the  left  of  the  centre 
was  a  hornwork,  with  a  ditch,  a  row  of  fraize,  and  an  abbatis.     Two  redoubts  were 
advanced  before  the  left.      The  combined  forces  advanced  and  took  pofleifion  of  the 
ground  from  which  the  Britifh  had  retired.     On  the  ninth  and  tenth  of  October,  the 
French  and  Americans  opened  their  batteries  of  heavy  cannon,  howitzers,  and  mor- 
tars.  Their  (hells  reached  the  fhips  in  the  harbour;  and  the  Charon,  of  forty-four  guns, 
and  another  veflel,   were  burnt.     The  two  redoubts,   advanced  on  the  left,  impeded 
the  progrefs  of  the  affailants  •,  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  ftormed.     The  reduction  of 
one  redoubt  was  committed  to  the  Americans.     Their  troops  marched  to  the  affault 
with  unloaded  arms.    Having  pafl'ed  the  abbatis  and  palifades,  they  rufhed  in  on  all 
fides,  and  carried  the  redoubt  in  a  few  minutes,  with  the  lofs  of  eight  killed,  and 
twenty-eight  wounded.   Lieutenant-colonel  Laurens  perfonally  took  the  commanding 
officer  prifoner.     About  five  of  the  Britifh  were  killed  •,  and  the  reft  were  taken  pri- 
foners.   The  affailants  had  been  directed  to  put  the  men  in  the  redoubts  to  the  fword, 
in  revenge  for  a  maffacre  of  the  fame  kind,  recently  committed  by  the  royal  forces  at 
New  London.      But  colonel  Hamilton,  who  conducted  the  enterprife,  informed  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  that  they  felt  themfelves  incapable  of  fuch  barbarity,    and  had 
fpared  every  man  who  ceafed  to  refrft.     The    French  attacked  the   other  of  thefe  re- 
doubts, and  with  equal  fuccefs.      The  batteries  of  the  befiegers  were  now  covered  with 
near  an  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  thofe  of  the  Britifh  were  fo  damaged 
that  they  could  fcarcely  ftiovv  a  fingle  gun.     Cornwallis,  therefore,   wro:e  a  letter  to 
gen.   Washington,  requeuing  1  ceffation  of  arms  for  twenty-four  hours  ;  and,  on  the 
19th  of  October,  the  potts  of  York  and   GLucefter  were  furrendered   by  capicula- 
tion.      The  land  forces  were  to  be  prifoners  of  war  to  congrefs  ;  and  the  naval  force 
was  given  up  to  Frar.ce.      The  fuldiers  were  to  be  kept  prifoners  in  Virginia,   Mary- 
land, and   Pennfylvania,  and   to  receive  the  fame  rations  that  were  allowed  to  the 
American   army.      General   Lincoln,    who  had   been  taken   prifoner   at  Charlefton, 
about  eighteen  months   before,  was  appointed   to  receive  the  fubmiflion  of  the  royal 
army  at  Yoiktown.      The  Bonetta  floop  of  war   was  fuffered  to  pafs  unexamined  to 
New- York,  upon  the  promife  of  lord  Cornwallis  to  be  refponfib'e  for  the  number  of 
perfons  who  might  be  carried  off  in  it.  The  meaning  of  this  article  was,  that  the  loyal  • 
iftsand  Americans  of  all  defcriptions,  in  the  Britifh  army,  might  efcape  thepunifhment 
to  which  they  were  deftined.  General  wafhington   exprefsly  refufed  to  grant  any  fti- 
pulation  in  their  favour-,  and  in  Britain  the  mod   feverifh  anxiety   was  felt  for  their 
fituation.     One  of  the  fons  of  George   the  third  was  on  board  the  fleet  of  admiral 
Digby  ;  and  Edmund  Burke,  with  his  wonted  volubility,   predicted,  in  the  Englifh. 
houfe   of  commons,  that  the  firft   fight  which  would   meet  the  eye  of  the  young 
prince,  on  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  would  be   the  bodies   of  hundreds  of  his  father's 
faithful  fubjects  hanging  on  trees'  along  the  fhore.  Nothing  of  all  this  happened.   The 
coilufive  article  above  mentioned  prevented  fuch  a  tragical  confummation  of  victory. 
The  forces  employed  in  this  liege  confifted  of  feven  thoufand  French,  five  thoufand 
five  hundred  continentals,  and  above  four  thoufand  militia.     Of  the  combined  army, 
Vol.  II.  '  4  A 
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about  three  hundred  were  killed  or  wounded  ;  of  the  Britifh  about  five  hundred. 
The  prifoners  were  more  than  feven  thoufand  •,  but  of  thefe  only  three  thcuanJ 
eight  hundred  were  capable  of  bearing  arms.  This  affa'r  may  be  considered  as  the 
doling  fcene  of  the  continental  war  in  North  America.  When  the  Britii'h  troops 
came  out  or  their  line?.  Tarleton  was  mounted  on  a  horfe  which  he  had  taken  from 
its  owner  fome  time  before.     The  proprietor  met  him,   and  obliged  him  to  alight. 

The  tropps  under  Cornwallis  had  fpread  wafte  and.  ruin  over  the  face  of  ail  the 
country,  for  four  hundred  miles  on  the  fea-coaft.  and  for  two  hundred  miles  M 
the  weftwnrd.  Their  marches  from  Charlefton  to  Camden,  from  C.imden  to  the  ri- 
ver Dan,  from  the  Dan  through  Carolina  to  Wilmington,  from  Wilmington  to  Pe- 
terfburg,  and  from  Peterfburg  through  many  parts  of  Virginia,  till  they  finally 
fetrled  in  Yorktown,  made  a  route  of  more  than  eleven  hundred  mile?.  To  what- 
ever quarter  thtir  baleful  progrefs  was  turned,  military  ferocity  exhibited  its  ut  mo  ft 
horror.  The  capture  of  this  band  of  freebooters  infpired  very  general  joy.  So  little 
reftraint  was,  however,  put  upon  private  fentiments,  that  when  the  news  flrft  arrived 
at  Philadelphia,  the  partifans  of  Britain,  in  this  city,  made  no  fcruple  of  laying 
bets  that  the  intelligence  was  falfe.  In  England,  the  fate  of  Cornwallis  was  heard  by 
many  with  exultation.  The  public  difcontents  in  that  country  had  reached  an 
alarming  height;  and,  if  the  war  had  been  protracted  for  three  or  four  additional 
campaigns,  4  national  bankruptcy,  and  its  neceiTary  confequence,  a  revolution,  muft 
have  been  the  merited  fequel  of  fuch  efforts. 

While  the  combined  armies  were  advancing  to  the  fiege  of  Yorktown,  general 
Arnold  conducted  an  expedition  againft  New-London,  in  Connecticut,  the  native 
country  of  that  accompHfocd  character.  He  landed  on  the  6th  of  September,  and 
attacked  fort  Grifwold.  This  place  was  taken  by  ftorm.  The  Americans  had  not  more 
than  fix  or  feven  men  killed,  when  the  Britifh  entered  their  lines-,  but  a  wanton 
butchery  was  carried  on,  after  refiftance  had  ceafed.  A  Britifh  officer,  on-coming 
into  the  fort,  enquired  who  commanded  ?  Colonel  Lcdyard  anfwered,  "  I  did,  but 
you  do  now  f  and  prefented  his  fword.  He  was  inftantly  run  through  the  body. 
Between  thirty  and  forty  were  wounded,  and  about  forty  were  carried  off  as  pri- 
feners.  The  conquerors  had  been  exafperated  by  an  obftinate  refiftance.  Forty  eight 
of  them  were  killed,  and  an  hundred  and  forty-five  wounded  -,  but  no  circumftance 
of  this  kind  can  excufe  or  even  palliate  the  atrocity  of  their  conduct.  Sixty  dwelling- 
houfes,  and  eighty  four  ftores  were  reduced  to  afhes.  The  whole  damages,  commit- 
ted by  the  Britifh,  during  thefe  infamous  expecitions,  was  eftimated,  after  the  peace, 
at  twelve  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  Proceedings  of  this  nature  tended  only  to 
cxafperate  the  minds  of  the  people,  without  promoting,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  the 
fchemeoffubjection.  Even  Cornwallis,  when  no  enemy  in  Virginia  durft  offer  him 
battle,  was  yet  as  far  as  ever  from  conqueft.  The  unbounded  extent  of  the  conti- 
nent prefented  numberlefs  opportunities  of  retreat  or  flight.  In  the  thickly-peopled 
countries  of  Europe,  this  is  impoffible.  The  inhabitants' are,  in  fome  meafure,  chain- 
ed to  the  fpot ;  and  muft  fubmit  to  thofe  who  are  mafters  of  the  field.  In  America, 
the  cafe  was  reverfed.  The  conqueror  gained  nothing  but  the  ground  on  which  he 
encamped  •,  whilft  the  people,  if  difaffected,  removed  to  any  diftance  which  they 
judged  proper.  This  was  one  of  the  chief  reafons  why  all  the  Britifh  victories  over  the 
Americans  ended  in  difappointment-,  while  the  people  of  Britain,  ignorant  of  this 
mode  of  defence,  difcharged  their  vexation  in  whole  libraries  of  abufe  againft  Howe 
and  Burgoyne. 

On  the  3iftofDecerrther,  1791,  Mr.  Henry  Laurens  wasreleafed  from  his  long  con- 
finement in  the  tower  of  London.  He  had  been  committed  there,  on  the  6th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1 780,  after  his  capture  by  the  Veftal  frigate.  The  charge  againft  him  was, 
«'  Sufpicion  of  high  treafon."  The  orders  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  tower  were  very 
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Avici:.  Hi  wps  t"  be  kept  in  c'cfe  confinement;  pr^Jlbited  the  ufe  of  per.  and  ink; 
and  no  letter  vvns  to  he  fuffergd  either  to  be  lent  f-o.-n  him,  or  brought  t^-  him.  Mr. 
Laurens  was  anTi  0ce  !  with  the  goat,  and  other  infirmities.  la  this  fituation,  he 'was 
fhut  up  in  two  (mail  rooms,  which  together  formed  an  areaof  twenty  feet  fquare.  A 
wa-der  was  his  cordhnt  companion,  both  by  diy  and  night;  and  left,  after  a'!  thefe 
precautions,  he  fhould  attempt  an  cfcape,  acentinel,  with  a  fixed  bayonet,  was  plac- 
ed under  his  window.  lie  had  no  friend  with  whom  he  could  converfe  ;  nor  any 
means,  a  pencil  excepted,  of  correfpondence.  Such  was  the  refpedbful  treatment  be- 
llowed by  the  court  of  London  upon  an  infirm  gentleman,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five, 
and  whofe  crime  was,  that  he  had  preftded  in  an  affembiy  containing  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  thirteen  republics.  After  remaining  for  a  month  in  this  condition,  Mr.  Laurens 
was  permitted  to  walk  out  on  limited  ground  ;  but  awarder,  with  a  fxvird  in  his  hand, 
followed  clofe  behind  him.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  he  was  accidentally  met  by  lord 
George  Gordon,  who  was,  at  the  fame  time,  and  for  much  better  reafons,  a  prifoner 
in  the  tower.  His  lordfhip  aiked  Mr.  Laurens  to  walk  with  him.  The  offer  was  de- 
clined, and  Mr.  Laurens  immediately  returned  to  his  apartment.  He  had  been  pro- 
hibited to  fpeak  to  any  perfon.  Yet  this  involuntary  trefpafs  of  orders  was  caught 
at  by  Gore,  the  keeper  ;  and  though  the  attending  warder  exculpated  him  from  all 
blame,  Gere  locked  him  up  for  thirty-feven  days.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  he  offer- 
ed to  permit  Mr.  Laurens  to  walk  out  ;  but  this  permiiuon,  as  coming  from  him, 
was  refufed.  After  two  months  and  an  half,  general  Vernon,  a  fuperior  officer  in  the 
fame  place,  hearing  of  what  had  pad,  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  walk  out, 
and  the  propofal  was  accepted.  All  this  parade  may  be  confidered  as  the  very  dregs 
of  revenge.  In  this  melancholy  fituation,  Mr.  Lauren?  mall  have  been  fully  fupport- 
ed  by  his  confuous  fuperiority  to  the  miferable  automatons  of  tyranny  who  fin-round- 
ed  him. 

When  prefident  of  congrefs,  Britain  had  attempted  to  purchafe  the  fervices  of  this 
gentleman.  The  plan  was,  at  this  juncture,  renewed  •,  with  menaces  of  additional  fe- 
verity,  in  cafe  of  refufal.  The  offer  was  treated  with  contempt  •,  ail  his  youngefi 
fon  v/as  refufea  permiffion  to  fee  him.  He  was  even  denied  leave  to  draw  a  bill 
upon  a  perfon  in  London  who  was  indebted  to  him.  His  eldeft  fon,  about  this  time, 
arrived  at  Paris,  as  a  minifier  from  congrefs,  and  the  father  was  requefted  to  defire 
the  fon  to  withdraw  from  his  million.  At  the  end  of  a  year's  imprifonmenr,  Mr. 
Laurens  was  required  to  pay  ninety  (even  pounds  ten  (hillings  fterling*,  to  the  war- 
ders who  attended  him.  This  he  refufed.  There  were  many  other  circumftances  of 
extreme  meannefs  and  barbarity,  in  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Laurens,  on  which  we 
have  been  the  more  particular,  on  account  of  the  high  rank  of  the  prifoner,  and  the 
impoffibility  of  this  feverity  being  of  any  kind  of  fsrvice  to  the  royal  caufe.  The 
news  of  the  capture  of  Cornwallis  infpired  the  court  of  London  with  a  fenk  of 
fhame,  or  at  leaft  of  fear.  Lieutenant  colonel  Laurens  was  the  officer  appointed  by 
general  Wafhington  to  digeft  the  terms  of  capitulation.  Cornwallis  was  conftable 
ofthetc»er;  a  finecure  of  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  above  four  thoufand  four 
hundred  dollars  per  annum.  His  lordfhip  thus  became  prifoner  to  the  fon  of  his  own 
prifoner.  Mr.  Laurens  was  freely  difcharged  ;  though  general  Burgoyne  had  former- 
ly been  offered,  by  congrefs,  in  exchange  for  him,   and  refufed. 

After  the  capture  of  Cornwallis,  general  "Wafhington,  with  the  greater  part  of 
his  army,  returned  to  the  neighbourhood  of  New- York.  The  Britifh  troops  kept 
within  their  lines,  which  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fores.  Greene  was  likewife 
mafter  of  South- Carolina,  Charleston  excepted.  Some  trifling  fkirmifhes  happened  ; 
but  about  three  months  after  the  news  of  the  furrender  of  Cornwallis   reached 

*  Above  four  hnndred  and  thirty  dollars. 
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England  it  was  determined  to  abandon  the  war  •,  and  arrangements  were  according, 
ly  made  for  withdrawing  the  royal  forces  from  Georgia  and  South  Carlolina.  In  May, 
1782,  Sir.  Guy  Carleton,  who  had  been  invefted  with  the  chief  command  at  New- 
York,  difpatched  a  letter  to  general  Wafhington,  informing  him,  of  the  amicable 
difpofition  of  the  parliament  and  people  of  England.  He  likewife  requjfted  a  paflport 
for  his  iecretary,  Mr.  Morgan,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  congrefs.  This  defirc  was  rtfufed. 
It  was  fulpected  that  there  was  a  defign  of  making  a  feparate  negociation  with  Ame- 
rica •,  and  congrefs  declared,  as  formerly,  that  this  idea  was  inadmiflible.  On  the 
30th  of  November,  1782,  prcvifional  articles  of  peace,  between  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica, were  figned  at  Paris,  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  other  American  ccmmiffioners 
on  the  one  part,  and  thofe  of  Britain  on  the  other  part.  The  independence  of  the 
united  ftates  was  acknowledged  in  its  fu Heft  extent.  Very  ample  boundaries  were 
allowed  to  them,  and  an  unlimited  right  of  fifning  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 
The  loyalifts  were  to  be  reccommended  by  congrefs  to  the  favour  of  the  ftates  ;  but 
no  pofitive  ftipulation  was  made  in  their  behalf.  This  was  indeed  impracticable.  Yet 
when  the  articles  were  foon  after  difcuffed  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  the  carl  of  Carlifle 
declared,  that,  for  this  omifiion,  the  Englifh  miniftry  deferved  to  be  damned  both  in 
this  world  and  the  next.  It  was  loudly  reprobated  alfo,  becaufe  an  immenfe  tract 
of  territory,  which  never  had  been  the  property  of  the  united  ftates,  or  within  their 
boundaries,  was  ceded  to  them.  This  country  extended  on  both  fides  of  the  Ohio, 
quite  to  theeaftern  bank  of  the  Miffiftippi  ;  and  contained  above  twenty  Indian  tribes, 
including  thofe  ancient  allies  of  Britain,  the  Sx  Nations.  The  pufillanimity,  treache- 
ry, and  ftupidity  of  the  Britifh  commissioners,  were  illuftrated  with  all  the  fervour 
of  interefted  eloquence.  The  anfwer  to  this  clamour,  might  becomprifcd  in  a  fingle 
word,  viz.  tieteffity. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1783,  New- York  was  evacuated  by  the  troops  cf 
George  the  third  ;  and  general  Wafhington  made  a  public  entry  into  that  city.  He 
foon  after  proceeded  to  Annapolis,  where  the  corgrefs  were  then  fitting,  andrefiCTn- 
ed  his  commission.  On  his  way  thither,  he  delivered  to  the  comptroller  of  the  public 
treafury  in  Philadelphia,  an  account  of  the  expendirure  of  all  the  public  money 
which  he  had  ever  received,  The  whole  fum,  which,  in  the  ccurfe  of  the  war,  had 
gone  through  his  hands,  amounted  only  to  fourteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-nine  pounds,  eighteen  fhillings  and  nine-pence  fterling.  On  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, general  Wafhington  afted  leave  of  congrefs  to  refign  his  command.  His  refigna- 
tion  W2S  accepted  by  that  affembly,  in  thofe  warm  terms  of  efteem  and  gratkudeVor 
his  paft  fervices,  which  they  fo  highly  deferved. 

This  war  coft  the  Englifh  nation  above  one  hundred  *nd  thirty-nine  millions  of 
pounds  fterling.  This  is  the  nominal  fum.  But  if  sve  include  the  compound  intereft 
of  the  annual  expenfes,  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  the  value  of  the  fhipping  and 
lives  that  were  loft,  the  total  damage  was  not  lefs,  in  1783,  than  two  hundred  mil- 
lions. ,  Ten  per  cent  is  not  an  unuiual  profit  upon  a  capital  ;  and,  by  this  way  of 
reckoning,  Britain  was  poorer,  by  twenty  millions  fterling  per  a*nnum,  at  theclcfe  of 
the  conteft,  than  fhe  would  have  been,  if  it  never  had  been  undertaken.  The  oftenfi- 
ble  caufe  of  its  commencement  was  to  enforce  payment  of  a  duty  of  three  pence  per 
pound  upon  the  confumption  of  tea  in  North  America.  Suppofiiig  that  this  war  coft 
England  an  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thoufand  lives,  the  pe  p!e  of  that  com  try  a,e 
at  prefent  paying  for  the  execution  of  their  fellow  fuhjefls,  in  this  wfe  quarrel  at 
the  rate  of  one  thoufand  pounds  per  head.  America  loft  eightv  thoufand  lives  in 
this  war,    befides  thofe  of  the  loyalifts  engaged  on  the  part  of  Britain. 

No  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  royal  army  infpired  more  liveh  refentment  than 
their  treatment  of  American  prifoners.  It  would  be  injuftice  not  to  obferve,  that  the 
behaviour  of  fir  Guy  Carleton  was,  in  this  refpecr,  diftinguifhed  for  humanity,  with 
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the  exception  of  perhaps  a  few  inftances.  The  treatment  of  American  prifoners  at 
New- York,  Philadelphia,  and  Charlefton,  was  remarkably  barbarous.  By  the  report 
of  Mr.  Boudinot,  commiflary  general  of  prifoners,  and  from  the  evidence  produced 
by  hin,  it  appeared  to  the  American  board  of  war,  on  the  ift  of  December,  1771, 
that  the  general  allowance  to*  prifoners,  "  did  not  exceed  four  ounces  of  meat  per. 
day,  and  often  fo  damaged  as  not  to  be  eatable,  that  it  had  been  a  common  practice 
with  the  Britifh,  on  a  prifoner's  being  firft  captured,  to  keep  him  three,  four  or  five 
days  without  a  morfel  of  meat,  and  then  to  tempt  him  to  enlift,  to  fave  his  life  ;  that 
there  Were  numerous  inftmces  of  prifoners  of  war  having  perifhed  in  the  agonies  of 
hunger."  The  treatment  of  the  American  failors  was  altogether  (hocking.  They,  as 
Wei i  as  miny  oth^r  Americans,  of  all  claffes,  were  croudedon  board  of  prifon-fhips, 
where  the jjint ravages  of  filth,  of  famine,  and  of  contagious  diftempers,  fwept  them 
ofFbv  hundreds.  It  has  been  afl'erted,  on  as  good  evidence  as  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
ject  wilj  aimi:,  that  in  the  laft  fi>c  years  of  the  war,  eleven  thoufand  perfons  died  on 
board  the  J ef fey,  a  Britifh  prifon  fhip,  ftationed  in  Eaft- River,  near  New- York.  For 
fome  time  after  the  war  ended,  heaps  of  their  bones  lay  whitening  in  the  fun  on  the 
fhores  of  Long-Ifland. 

During  this  tedious  and  bloody  conteft,  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  became  an 
object  of  confiderable  importance  to  both  parties.  In  a  competition  for  their  alliance, 
Britain  had  many  advantages.  Along  the  whole  north  and  fouth-weftern  frontier,  the 
native  tribes  were  jealous  of  the  new  fettlers  and  viewed  the  inceffant  progrefs  of 
their  plantations  with  fufpicion  and  terror.  This  made  them  prompt  to  enter  into  hof- 
tilities  againft  the  united  ftates.  The  bufinefs  of  the  continent,  with  thefe  people,  had 
been  chiefly  carried  on  by  agents  appointed  and  paid  by  the  king  of  Britain  •,  and 
thefe  perfons  very  generally  employed  their  influence  in  fupporting  that  fide  of  the 
queftion.  The  French  had  been  expelled  from  Canada  by  the  Britifh  but  thirteen 
years  befoie,  and  this  conqueft  naturally  infpired  the  favages  with  a  high  idea  of 
the  valour  and  refources  of  the  victors.  Congrefs,  befides,  could  not  afford  to  fquan- 
der  among  them  prefects  with  equal  profufion  as  the  Britifh  government.  For  all 
thefe  reafons,  a  majority  of  the  Indians,  in  almoft  every  period  of  the  war,  took 
part  with  Britain  againft  the  united  ftates.  John  Stuart,  a  Britifh  agent  among  the 
Creeks  and  Cherokees,  formed  a  fcheme  for  turning  them  loofe  on  the  back  fet- 
tlements  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia.  The  capture  of  Mofes  Kirkland,  who  was 
on  his  way  to  general  Gage,  difcovered  the  particulars.  At  the  time,  when  the  at- 
tack was  made  on  Sullivan's  I  (land,  the  Cherokees  began  their  maffacres.  The  fou- 
thern  States  difpatched  confiderable  forces  into  their  country.  Their  villages  and 
cornfields  were  burnt  and  deftroyed.  Above  five  hundred  of  them,  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  fled  to  Weft  Forida,  where  they  were  fubfuled  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Bri- 
tifh government.  They  were  terrified  at  this  vigorous  exertion  of  vengeance.  They 
filed  for  peace,  and  they  obtained  it ;  nor  did  they,  for  fome  years  after,  renew  their 
hoftilities.  The  cafe  was  different  in  the  middle  and  fouthern  ftates.  The  refifhnce  of 
the  favages  there  was  more  obftmate.  The  proximity  of  Canada  augmented  the  force 
of  Britifh  influence.  On  numerous  occafions,  thefe  barbarians  were  excited  and  in- 
ftructed  by  the  refugees  ;  and  in  this  mode  of  warfare,  colonel  John  Butler,  a  Con- 
necticut loyalift,   was  diftinguifhed  by  fuperior  activity. 

This  man,  on  the  ift  of  July,  1778,  attacked  Wyoming,  a  new  fettlement  on  the 
eaftern  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah.  His  party  confifted  of  two  hundred  refugees, 
and  nine  hundred  Indians.  One  of  the  forts,  that  had  been  conftructed  for  the  fafe- 
ty  of  the  inhabitants,  being  very  weak,  furrendered  at  the  firft  fummons.  Another 
was  required  to  yield.  Its  governor,  colonel  Zebulon  Butler,  coufin  to  John  Butler, 
dennnded  a  conference,  at  a  bridge  without  the  fort.  This  was  agreed  to  •,  and  this 
commander  moft  of  his  officers,  and  the  whole  garrifon,  a  few  individuals  excep  t- 
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ed,  marched  out  to  the  conference.  The  enemy  did  not  appear  at  the  bridge,  and 
the  garrifott,  with  a  degree  of  credulity  which  muft  be  afcribed  to  infatuation,  ad- 
vanced in  fearch  of  them,  till,  about  three  miles  from  the  fort,  they  fell  into  an 
ambufcada.  Out  of  four  hundred  and  feventeen,  who  had  marched  out  of  the  fort, 
auout  three  hundred  and  fixty  were  {lain.  No  quarters  were  given.  The  fort  was 
agnin  fummoned,  and  furrendered.  The  garrifon,  confining  of  thirty  men,  with  two 
hundred  women,  was  permitted  to  crcfs"  the  Sufquehannah,  and  retreat  through 
Northampton  county.  Some  of  thefe  women  were  delivered  of  children  in  the 
wood?,  and  manv  fufTered  for  want  of  provifions.  Several  of  the  other  bartered 
ftttlerS  lad  previoufly  retired.  The  whole  fettlement  was  u'terly  deftroyed.  A  very 
exaggerated  account  of  this  cataftrophe  was  published  in  Dodfley's  Annua!  Regis- 
ter, for  1779.  It  has  fince  been  tranfcribed  into  fevera!  other  publications  ;  and, 
among  the  reft,  into  Gordon's  Hiftoiyofthe  American  Revolution.  The  prefent 
narrative  of  this  mafTacre,   has  been  abridged  from  Dr.  Ramfay's  work. 

In  November,  '.779,  a  party  of  Indians,  and  refugees,  with  about  fifty  regular?, 
entered  Cherry- Valley  in  the  ftate  of  New  York.  They  killed  and  fcalped  above  for- 
ty people,  many  of  whom  were  women  and  children.  The  Americans,  on  their  part,, 
were  net  tardy  in  avenging  fuch  ads  of  cruelly.  Several  excurfions  into  the  Indian 
country  were  fuccefsfuily  executed.  That  of  general  Sullivan,  into  the  territory  of 
the  S'x  Nations,  appears  to  have  been  the  moil  important.  The  towns,  the  orchaids, 
and  the  cornfields  of  the  lavages  were  laid  uafte  ;  and,  as  colonel  Da\ton,  an  officer 
who  was  on  rhe  expedition,  obferved  in  the  laft  fedion  of  congrefs,  thefe  rations  have 
ever  fine:  been  confidered  as  a  fuhdued  people.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  give  a  further 
i!  of  thefe  expeditions.  We  fh.-dl  only  obferve,  that  in  1781,  the  Cherokees  hav- 
ing violated  the  peace,  were  chaftifed  with  the  moil:  rapid  and  remarkable  fuccefs, 
by  general  Pickens.  In  the  courfe  of  fourteen  days,  he  burned  above  thirteen  towns 
and  villages,  killed  more  than  forty  Indians,  and  took  many  prifoners.  He  did  not 
icfe  one  man,  and  only  two  of  his  party  were  wounded.  They  did  not  expend  three 
rounds  of  ammunition  •-  and  yet  only  three  Indians  efcaped,  after  having  been  once 
feen.  The  caufe  of  royalty  gained  nothing  by  the  introduction  of  fuch  an  execrabfe 
alliance  to  fupport  it.  This,  indeed,  was  the  only  ci.cumftance  wanting  to  fill  up  the 
menfure  of  American  indignation. 

We  have  in  the  preceding  pages,  traced  the  progrefs  of  American  independence, 
from  the  frrft  period  of  its  exiitence,  till  it  rofe  into  maturity.  The  tempeft  of  ex- 
ternal hoftility  had  exhaufted  its  terrors;  and  the  fabric  of  political  freedom  remain- 
ed unfhaken.  Yet  many  dangers  were  ftill  to  be  encountered,  and  many  difficulties 
were  full  to  be  fui  mounted,  before  the  future  happinefs  of  America  could  be  affirm- 
ed to  reft  en  a  durable  foundation. 

On  the  return  ef  peace,  one  of  the  firft  objects  that  claimed  the  attention  of  po- 
vernment,  was  the  difcharge  of  the  debts  that  had  been  contracted  in  fupport  of  the 
war.  We  have  already  feen  that  the  fii ft  clafs  of  paper  money,  iftued  by  congrefs, 
had  been  reduced  to  a  ftate  next  to  annihilation.  Of  the  debts  that  ftill  remained 
due,  the  moft  urgent  were  the  arrears  of  pay  to  the  army.  The  hardfhips  of  the 
foldiers  had  been  extreme.  A  great  part  of  them  had  devoted  the  flower  of  their 
days  to  the  fervice  of  America.  They  had  facrificed  their  time,  their  property,  and  ■ 
their  demeftic  hapinefs,  to  the  caufe  of  their  country.  Congrefs  were  fufficiently 
difpofedto  fatisfy  every  claim  of  the  army  •,  but  they  were  in  want  of  the  Tefources  ■ 
requifite  for  that  end.  Thefe  refources  refted  with  the  individual  ftates  ,  and  their 
citizens,  exaufted  by  a  long  feries  of  exertions  and  of  fufferiags,  were  not  in  a  fitu- 
ation  to  make  further  advances. 

In  1778,  congrefs,  by  the  recommendation  of  the  commander  in  chief,  had  re- 
vived, that  after  the  end  of  the  war,  half-pay,  during  life,  fhould  be  granted  to  the 
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officers.  This  refolution  had  produced  its  advantages.  It  aflured  that  important  dafs 
of  citizens,  that  when  their  fervices  became  no  longer  requifite  in  the  field,  they  would 
not  return  to  private  ftations,  without  a  reafonable  competence.  Yet  this  determina- 
tion excited  the  difguft  of  many  citizens.  It  exhibited  one  part  of  the  community  in 
the  light  of  penfioners  to  government ,  and  to  the  officers  themfe'.ves,  it  was  lefs  ac- 
ceptable than  if  it  had  been  confolidated  into  an  active  capital. 

But  congrefs  foon  found  themfelves  unable  to  accomplifh  this  refolution.  Their 
command  of  money  depended  on  the  pleafureof  tie  individual  dues.  Their  refolu- 
tions  and  requifitions  had  no  longer  the  force  of  laws  ;  and,  at  the  clofe  of  an  ho- 
nourable and  fuccefsful  war,  they  had  nothing  to  beftow  upon  their  troops,  but  pro- 
mifes  of  payment.  The  fituation  of  thefe  brave  men  was  diftreffing  •,  and,  while 
their  minds  remained  in  this  irritation  of  fufpenfe,  a  letter  was  circulated  among 
them,  tending  to  exafperate  their  feelings.  The  writer  of  this  performance,  who  has 
never  been  certainly  known,  contracted,  in  ftriking  hnguige,  the  preffure  of  military 
fufferings  with  the  mockery  of  congrenional  compenfation.  He  advifed  the  troops, 
therefore,  to  do  juftice  to  themfelves,  while  they  had  arms  in  their  hands,  and  were 
united  ;  and  warned  them  not  to  neglect,  an  opportunity,  which  might  never  return. 
This  dangerous  performance  was  published  about  the  10th  of  March,  1783.  Gene- 
ral Wafhington,  the  next  day,  convened  an  affembly  of  his  officers,  and  reprefented 
to  them  the  difgraceful  confequences  of  fuch  a  ftep.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  add, 
that  rhe  idea  was  rejected  with  univerfal  abhorrence.  A  refolution  was  uanimoufly 
adopted,  by  which  the  affembly  declared,  "that  no  circumftances  of  diitrefs  fhould 
induce  a  conduct  that  might  tend  to  fully  the  reputation  and  glory  they  had  acquir- 
ed, and  that  the  army  continued  to  have  an  unfhaken  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  con- 
grefs, and  their  country." 

Soon  after  thefe  events,  congrefs,  on  the  2  id  cf  March,  1783,  completed  a  refo- 
lution that  had  been  for  fome  time  pending.  It  was,  that  the  officers  of  the  army, 
who  preferred  a  grofs  fum  to  an  annuity,  fhould  be  entitled  to  receive  to  the  amount 
of  rive  years  full  pay,  in  money,  or  fecurities  at  fix  per  cent,  inftead  of  the  half  pay 
for  life,  which  had  been  previoufly  promifed  to  them. 

To  avoid  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from  the  difmiffion  of  fo  great  a  body  of 
foldiers,  all  at  one  time,  furloughs  were  freely  granted  to  individuals  ;  and  after 
their  difmiffion,  they  were  not  enjoined  to  return.  By  this  arrangement,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  an  unpaid  army  was  difbanded  without  tumult.  The  privates  became 
good  farmers,  labourers,  or  tradefmen.  As  foldiers  had  been  eafily  and  fpeedily  form- 
ed, in  i775»  out  of  farmers  and  mechanics,  fo,  with  equal  facility,  the  fame  indivi- 
duals refumed  their  former  occupations.  One  only  exception  appeared  to  this  gene- 
ral difpofition.  About  eighty  of  the  Pennfylvania  levies,  in  defiance  of  their  officers, 
on  the  20th  of  June,  1783,  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  to  feek  redrefs  from  the  execu- 
tive council  of  ftate.  At  this  city  they  were  joined  by  fome  other  troops,  and  the 
whole  body,  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred,  furrounded  the  ftate  houi'e,  in  which 
the  congrefs,  and  the  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  were  then  fitting.  They 
placed  guards  at  every  door  ;  and  fent  in  a  written  meffage,  requiring  a  compliance 
with  their  demands  in  twenty  minutes.  After  fome  time,  they  retired,  and  congrefs 
removed  to  Princeton.  This  trifling  affair  ended  without  bloodfhed.  Six  of  the  muti- 
neers were  tried,  and  condemned  to  punifhment  ;  but  they  were  pardoned.  With 
great  exertions,  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  advanced  to  the  army  four  months 
pay,  in  part  of  the  arrears  of  feveral  years. 

The  refolution,  with  refpect  to  the  commutation  for  the  American  officers,  became 
atopic  of  cenfure  with  many  people.  The  ftate  legiflatures  had,  at  different  times, 
made  them  donations  of  money,  of  clothing,  and  of  lands,  which  were  fuppofed  to 
be  an  adequate  reward  for  their  fa  vices.  Befides,  it  gave  offence,  that,  while  the  ofE- 
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different  Mates  in  a  very  exhaufred  condition.  Added  to  this,  at  the  return  of  peace, 
they  had  imported  from  Britam,  goods  to  an  immenfe  amount.  Bntilh  adventurers, 
Mattered  hv  the  hopes  of  great  profits  in  the  American  market,  exported  their  mer- 
chandize incautiouflv  and  on  low  terms.  Importers  thus  overstocked,  found  it  im- 
perii b!e  to  difpofe  of  their  geeds,  or,  if  they  fold,  were  paid  in  a  depreciated  paper, 
in  which  they  could  make  nc  remittance.  From  thefe  fources  arofe  bankruptcies 
without  number, 

The  eaftern  States  fuftained  another  misfortune  in  the  check  given  to  their  fifheries. 
The  nations  of  Europe,  from  a  deSire  to  Share  in  the  American  fifheries,  endeavour- 
ed by  bounties  to  their  own  fuhjects,  and  by  high  duties  or  prohibitions,  directed 
againft  other  nations,  to  difcourage  them  from  pyrfuing  this  trade.  The  bounty  en 
whale-oil,  formerly  allowed  to  the  Americans,  while  fubjecls  of  Britain,  was  now 
withdrawn,  and  the  Fale  of  their  fifh  restrained  or  prohibited  in  the  Weft- India 
inlands.  They'alSb  forfeited  the  privilege  that  they  had  formerly  enjoyed,  of  navi- 
gating the  Mediterranean  in  fafety,  from  the  corfairs  of  Algiers.  Without  any  naval 
force  to  reftrain  thefe  pirates,  end  unable  to  infure  their  veffels,  at  the  extravagant 
premiums  demanded,  they  were  compelled  to  refi^n  this  profitable  branch  of  trade. 

To  thefe  evils,  in  moSt  of  the  ftates,  were  added  fuch  as  naturally  refiiit  from  a 
fluctuating  paper  medium.  At  the  commencement  and  in  the  progrefs  of  the  war, 
the  emiihons  of  bills  of  credit  by  cpngrefs,  had  rendered  efl'ential  fervice.  It  was  in- 
deed a  meafure  of  neceffity,  as  Specie  could  not  have  been  had  in  fufheient  quantity 
to  fupport  an  army.  Guided  by  this  light,  many  of  the  irate  legislatures  palled  acts 
for  the  emiflion  of  paper  bills  of  credit,  and  for  making  them  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debts.  T  his  ruinous  if  ep  had  a  moft  unhappy  effect.  It  violated  the  rights  of  proper- 
ty, and  fanctioned  injuftice  and  fraud,   with  the  countenance  of  law. 

It  increafed  the  evil  which  it  was  intended  to  remedy.  The  French  armv,  an  illi- 
cit trade  with  the  Spanish,  i-flands,  and  with  the  British  garrifon  at  New- York,  for 
fome  time  before  the  treaty  of  peace,  had  introduced  considerable  funis  of  fpecie  in- 
to the  country.  Thefe  had  been  remitted  in  payment  for  Britifh  manufactures, 
and  what  little  remained  in  circulation,  the  paper  money  iflued  by  the  ftates,  contri- 
buted to  banifh  from  the  country. 

Under  circumftances  fo  dtftreSiingj  and  amidft  evils  fo  numerous,  the  citizens  fuf- 
fered  and  complained,  but  knew  not  how  to  improve  their  Situation.  In  Maflachu- 
fetts,  where  fpecie  was  fcarce,  where  private  debts  were  numerous,  and  where  the 
taxes,  laid  to  difcharge  their  Mate  and  federal  engagements,  were  heavy,  the  difcon- 
tents  rofe  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  produce,  in  December,  1786,  an  alarming  infurrecr 
tion.  The  infurgents  began  by  publicly  burning  a  tax  bill.  They  proceeded  to  ftop 
the  courts  of  juftice,  and  fufpend  the  collection  of  debts.  A  body  of  troops  were 
immediately  rnifed,  under  the  command  of  gen.  Lincoln.  He  received  orders  from 
the  governor  and  council,  to  fupprefs  the  infurrection  ;  but  he  was  ordered  to  act  on 
the  defensive,  rather  than  to  hazard  an  engagement.  While  gen.  Lincoln  was  advanc- 
ing, the  insurgents  determined  to  Strengthen  themfelves  by  getting  poffeffion  of  the 
military  Stores,  deposited  in  the  federal  magazine  at  Springfield.  This  place  was  under 
the  care  of  gen.  Sheppard,  who  was  Stationed  there  with  a  Single  company  of  men. 
The  poft  was  Slightly  fortified  ;  and  had  a  few  cannon  for  its  protection.  The  rioters, 
to  the  number  of  about  two  thoufand,  appeared  before  it,  with  the  view  of  taking  it 
by  force.  General  Sheppard  was  refolved  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity.  As  the 
infurgents  approached,  he  ordered  the  cannon  to  be  loaded  with  ball,  and  fired  over 
their  heads.  They  continued  to  advance,  and  the  general  ordered  the  pieces  to  be 
loaded  with  grape  Shot,  and  directed  at  them.  The  firft  difcharge  killed  four,  and 
wounded  feyeral.     Their  confufion  and,  retrca.t  pendergd  a  Second"  discharge  unnecef- 
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fary.  A  eonfcioufnefs  of  their  being  engaged  in  a  bad  caufe,  and  offupporting  that 
caufe  bv  unlawful  means,  a  want  of  confidence  in  their  leaders,  and  the  want  of  fyi- 
tem  in  their  plans,  and  of  discipline  in  their  corps,  were  the  probable  caufes  of  their 
daftardly  conduct.  On  the  arrival  of  general  Lincoln,  all  refinance  ceafed.  The  de- 
luded men  abandoned  their  proje6t,  and  Stole  back  to  their  homes.  Their  leaders, 
Shays,  Parfor.s,  and  others,  fled  into  Canada.  The  firm  and  prudent  conduct  of  ge- 
neral Lincoln  foon  reftored  tranquillity.  Many  of  the  infurgents  were  afterwards 
tried  for  treafon,  and  convicted  -,  but  the  lenity  of  the  legiflature  faved  them  from 
capital  punifhment,. 

In  Permfylvania,  whofe  citizens  were  large  creditors  of  the  united  {rates,  the  refo- 
lution  was  adopted  to  fund  the  debt  of  the  ftate  itfelf,  and  her  proportion  of  the 
federal  debt.  Her  refources  were  great.  Though  the  collected  a  considerable  revenue 
by  indirect  taxation,  yet  (he  was  (till  obliged  to  raile  a  large  fum  by  excife  and  direct 
taxes.  Hence  great  difcontents  were  excited  among  the  people.  In  fome  parts  of  the 
ftate,  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth  was  in  danger.  The  prudence  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  firm  conduct  of  the  civil  authority,  preferved  public  order. 

For  the  payment  of  the  intereft  on  the  funded  debt,  Pennfylvania  emitted  bills 
of  credit  •,  but  they  were  not  made  a  tender  in  any  <?afe,  except  to  the  ftate,  in  pay- 
ment of  the  revenue.  No  paper  could  be  better  fecured  ;  yet  it  depreciated  in  value. 
This  was  the  effect  of  the  influence  of  party,  the  rage  of  Speculation,  and  the  remit- 
tances to  Britain  in  payment  for  her  manufactures. 

In  Maryland,  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  iSTue  paper  money,  by  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives,  but  the  fenate  oppofed  the  meafure.  The  conteft  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  leg:flature  erew  warm,  but  terminated  by  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
who  coincided  in  fentirnents  with  the  fena:e.  Virginia  and  Maflachufetts  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  efcape  the  mifchiefs  of  an  emiflion  of  paper  ;  but  New  Hampshire,  New- 
York,  New  Jerfey,  and  the  three  moft  fouthern  States,  iSTued  bills  of  credit  under  vari- 
ous modifications  j  and  fuffered,  in  various  degrees,  the  ills  that  refult  from  this  mif- 
guided  policy. 

In  the  ftate  of  Rhode- Ifland,  the  emifTion  of  paper  money  was  made  on  improper 
principles,  and  attended  by  difaftrous  effects.  A  cry  was  raifed  in  favour  of  paper 
money,  becaufeofthe  alleged  fcarcity  of  fpecie.  The  merchants,  and  men  of  moft 
information,  oppofed  the  meafure  ftrer.uoufly,  but  to  no  purpofe.  An  act  was  parted  for 
the  emifiion  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  bills.  Paper  was  made  a  tender  in  all 
cafes  whatever  ;  and  if  a  creditor  Should  refute  accepting  it  in  payment  of  his  debt, 
the  debtor  was  authorized  to  depefit  it  ip  the  hands  of  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  giving 
fix  months  notice  of  the  fame,  in  the  public  papers  -,  in  which  term,  if  the  creditors 
did  not  appear  and  receive  thefe  bills,  the  debt,  by  the  act,  was  difcharged.  The  con- 
fequences  of  the  act  were,  that  bunnefs  Stagnated  and  credit  was  at  an  end.  What  lit- 
tle hard  money  remained  in  the  ftate,  was  locked  up,  and  kept  from  circulation.  Con- 
fufion  prevailed  in  the  ftate  •,  while  abroad,  the  politics  of  the  legislature  were  execra- 
ted as  diflionourable  and  ruinous. 

While  the  credit  and  the  profpects  of  the  united  States  were  thus  depreciating,  their 
interest  was  no  lefs  affected  by  the  hoftile  and  felfifh  policy  of  foreign  powers. 

To  the  British  nation  nothing  could  be  more  mortifying,  after  a  long  and  calami- 
tous conteft,  in  which  She  had  expended  millions  of  treafureand  facrificed  thoufands 
of  lives,  than  to  be  thus  compelled  entirely  to  relinquifh  the  object,  on  account  of 
which  She  had  commenced  hostilities.  Her  armies  were  defeated  by  a  militia  •,  two 
of  them  were  forced  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war,  and  the  whole  of  her  military  force 
finally  obliged  to  evacuate  the  county.  Thefe  were,  to  her,  difgraces  that  She  could 
never  contemplate  with  patience  •,  and  to  the  Americans,  victories,  for  the  obtaining 
of  which  She  could  never  forgive  them.. 
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Hence,  inftead  of  purfuing  thofe  conciliatory  meafures,  which  might  have  oblite- 
rated, from  the  mind,  of  Americans,  the  remembrance  of  thofe  wrongs  which  they 
had  fufhined — inftead  of  eftablifhing  a  commercial  intercourfe  upon  generous  and  li- 
beral principless  which  might  have  been  equally  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  of 
both  countries,  the  politics  adopted  by  the  Briti/h  cabinet  appear  to  have  been  uni- 
formly directed  to  fupprefs  the  rifing  power  of  the  American  nation  ;  to  render  their 
credit  fu'picious,  and  throw  every  obftacle  in  the  way  of  their  extending  commerce. 

In  puriuance  of  this  felfifh  fyftem,  various  meafures,  equally  repugnant  to  juftice 
and  humanity,  were  then  adopted,  and  have  hitherto  been  uniformly  purfued. 

The  piratical  ftates  of  Algiers,  who  have  fo  long  harrafled  the  nations  of  Europe 
with  impunity,  were  excited  to  capture  our  veffels  and  to  eriflaveour  citizens.  The 
weftern  ports,  contrary  to  the  moft  folemn  treaty,  have  been  hitherto  detained  •,  by 
which,  America  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  been  involved  in  a  deftmctive  war  with 
the  Indians. 

In  the  Britifh  parliament,  there  appears,  immediately  after  the  peace,  to  have  been 
feveral  individuals  difpofed  to  treat  with  the  Americans  on  terms  of  juft  and  liberal 
policy.  They  would  have  wifhed  to  eradicate  all  animofities,  by  introducing  fuch 
commercial  regulations  as  had  reciprocity  for  their  baiis,  and  which,  if  adopted,' 
might  have  been  equally  advantageous  to  both  countries.  A  bill  for  renewing  the 
long-fufpended  intercourfe  with  America  was  accordingly  introduced  into  the  h out's 
of  commons.  By  this  it  was  propofed,  that  "  in  order  to  evince  the  difpofirion  of 
Britain  to  be  on  terms  of  the  moft  perfect  amity  with  the  united  ftates,  and  of  a  like 
difpofition,  with  refpect  to  the  faid  ftates,  towards  Britain,  the  fhips  and  veffels  of  the; 
united  ftates  ftiould  be  admited  into  all  the  ports  of  Britain,  on  the  fame  terms  as 
thofe  of  tne  moft  favoured  nations  j  and  that  goods  and  merchandizes  on  board 
of  fuch  fhips,  being  the  produce  of  the  united  ftates,  fhould  only  be  liable  to  the 
fame  duties  as  would  have  been  demanded  on  the  fame  goods  and  merchandize  if 
fhipped  in  Britifh  veffels,  and  navigated  according  to  law." 

The  bill  alfo  propofed,  that  the  fhips  of  the  united  ftates  fhould  have  full  liberty 
to  trade  with  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies,  to  carry  thither  their  merchandize,  and  to 
bring  from  thence  the  produce  of  the  iflands  ;  and  that  they  fhould  only  be  fubjeel 
to  the  fame  duties  as  were  paid  by  Britifh  veffels  in  like  cafes. 

Aware  of  the  excellent  market  for  Britifh  manufactures,  which  would  have 
been  opened,  in  the  united  ftates,  on  the  patting  of  this  bill,  the  merchants  exerted 
their  utmoft  influence  to  forward  the  meafure.  1  hey  wereundoubtedly  tfie  beftjudges; 
of  what  commercial  regulations  would  ha,ve  been  moft  conducive  to  their  own 
intereft  •,  and  as  none  could  have  been  devifed  more  favourable  to  the  Americans, 
it  may  be  fafely  afferted,  that,  had  the  bill  pafTed  into  a  law,  the  confequences  would 
have  been  highly  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries. 

The  bill,  however,  was  too  enlarged  in  its  object  for  the  narrow  policy  of  the  day. 
Private  intereft  and  general  refentment,  combined  to  defeat  it,  and,  unfortunately, 
the  combination  was  too  fuccefsful. 

At  the  time  when  the  bill  was  before  the  houfe,  it  was  urged  by  Mr.  Edert, 
(now  lord  Auckland),  that,  "  although  reciprocity  was  faid  to  be  the  bafts,  orx 
which  the  bill  was  founded,  he  could  fee  no  reciprocity  in  it.  Britain  was  to  give 
every  thing,  and  receive  nothing.  She  had  already  given  to  the  Americans,  peace, 
trade,  independence,  territory,  and  public  faith,  without  having  obtained  one  fingle 
ftipulation  in  her  favour  ;  and  now,  fhe  was  about  to  give  them  exdufive  privileges, 
both  in  Britain  and  the  Weft  Indies,  which  they  (the  Americans)  could  not  recom- 
pence  by  any  favours  that  they  could  poflibly  grant  in  their  ports.  He  added,  that  if 
the  bill  fhould  pafs,  there  was  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  Americans  would  foon  engrofs  a 
Very  large  part  of  the  carrying  trade  t  a  circumftance  which  muft.  materially  operate 
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to  the  prejudice  of  Britifh.  commerce,  and  by  which  the  nation  would  lofe  a  moft   va- 
luable nurfery  for  feamen. 

When  the  fame  bill  was  again  brought  before  the  houfe,  Mr.  Eden  gave  it  a  fecond 
oppofition.  He  alledged,  that  the  American  independence  would  naturally  produce 
great  convulfions  with  refpecl:  to  the  commerce  of  Britain.  The  emigration  of  manu- 
facturers, and  the  lofs  of  feamen,  were  fome  of  the  many  evils  to  be  aprehended.  "  But, 
why,"  faid  he,  "  by  precipitate  meafures,  mould  we  accelerate  thofe  evils,  which  it 
is  our  duty,  if  pofuble,  to  avert  ?  If  we  defign  to  encourage  the  commerce  of  the 
united  ftates,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  loyal  colonies,  that  meafure  will  be  moft  effec- 
tually accomplifhed  by  the  bill  now  before  the  houfe."  Inftead,  therefore,  of  the  bilL 
then  under  difcufllon,  he  propofed  "  to  repeal  the  prohibitory  acts,  and  to  autho- 
rife  the  king  in  council,  for  a  limited  time,  or  until  a  treaty  fhould  be  concluded,  to 
make  fuch  farther  regulations,  and  to  irTue  occasionally  fuch  farther  inftrucYions,  as 
might  be  found  neceffary."  This  plan  was,  in  the  end,  adopted. 

As  this  act  was  merely  experimental,  it  was  only  to  continue  in  force  for  a  few 
months.  It  was  however,  renewed  from  time  to  time,  till  the  year  1  788,  when  the 
parliament,  fuppofing  that  they  had  collected  fufficient  data,  on  this  fubject,  from  five 
years  experience,  parted  an  act  which  is  faid  to  contain  the  whole  of  the  prefent  law, 
refpecting  the  intercourfe  between  the  Britifh  colonies  and  the  united  ftates.  With 
regard  to  Britain,  the  prohibitory  acts  being  repealed,  the  citizens  of  America 
were  at  liberty  to  trade  on  the  fame  footing  as  the  fubjects  or  citizens  of  other  in- 
dependent powers.  But  with  refpect  to  the  Weft-Indies,  it  was  enacted,  that  no  goods 
or  commodities,  the  growth  of  the  united  ftates,  except  lumber,  cattle,  rice,  bread, 
and  fome  other  articles  of  the  fame  kind,  particularly  mentioned*,  fhould  be  import- 
ed from  any  part  of  the  united  ftates  into  the  Britifh  Weft-India  ifland?,  under  the 
penalty  of  forfeiting  fhip  and  cargo.  And  even  thefe  articles,  of  which  they  fo  often 
ftand  greatly  in  want,  were  only  to  be  brought  by  Britifh  fubjects,  in  fhips,  their  own 
property,  and  navigated  by  crews,  two-thirds  of  whom  muft  alfo  be  fubjects  of  Bri- 
tain. By  this  act,  the  fame  goods  and  commodities  may  be  exported  from  the  Weft- 
Indies  to  the  united  ftates,  as  are  lawful  to  be  exported  to  other  foreign  countries  : 
but  under  the  fame  reftrictions,  as  are  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article.  Thus,  the 
American  Hupping  are  completely  prohibited  from  entering  any  of  the  Britifh  iflands, 
to  convey  to  them  the  means  of  fubfiftence  ;  and  to  take,  in  exchange,  thofe  articles 
■yirhich  might  be  ranked  among  fuperfluities^-. 

This  felfifh  fyftem,  fo  injurious  to  the  commercial  intereft  of  the  united  ftates; 
and  fo  repugnant  to  thofe  principles  of  found  policy,  which  it  would  have  been'moft 
advantageous  to  Britain  to  have  adopted,  grew,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  from 
£he  orders  of  the  king  in  council,  and  was  afterwards  finally  confirmed,  by  the  par- 
liament, in  the  year  1788.  The  motives  which  influenced  the  miniftry  to  adopt  it, 
were, 

Firft.  The  hope  of  foftering  their  remaining  American  colonies,  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  united  ftates.  This,  it  was  thought,  might  be  effectually  done,  by  fecuring  to 
them  the  advantages  of  the  Weft-India  market.  It  was  contended,  that,  by  proper 
encouragement,  the  provinces  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  and  Nova  Scotia,  might 
fully  fupply  the  Weft  India  iflands  with  lumber,  and  that,  with  fome  occafional  aid 
from  Britain,  a  fufHciency  of  grain  might   be  furnilhed  from  Canada.     The  event 

*  See  Reeve's  law  of  shipping,  page  332. 

t  T°  this  system  of  prohibition,  there  is  but  one  trifling  exception,  viz.  the  privilege  of  going  to  Turks  Island  for  salt. 
But  even  here  the  terms  of  intercourse  are  degrading  to  the  American  merchant :  as,  he  must  send  his  vessel  in  ballast, 
and  carry  off  nothing  but  salt,  under  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

Vot.  IJ,  4  d 
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however,  fufficiently  indicated,  that  thefe  fuppofitions  were  ill  founded.  Iri  the  year 
1787,  that  part  of  the  order  which  had  prohibited  the  importation  of  provifions 
and  lumber  into  the  Britifh  provinces  was  repealed.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1790, 
eighty  thoufand  bufhels  of  grain,  forty  thoufand  barrels  of  bread  and  flour,  and  a 
vaft  quantity  of  lumber,  were  imported  into  thefe  places  ;  "  an  irrefragable  proof,' 
fays  a  late  intelligent  hiftorian*,  "  that  Canada  had  no  furplus  of  grain  or  lumber, 
beyond  her  own  confumption  ;  or,  undoubtedly  the  Canadian  market  would  have 
been  reforted  to  in  preference  to  that  of  the  united  ftates.  And  thus,"  continues  the 
fame  author,  "  vanifh  all  the  golden  dreams  and  delufive  promiles  of  a  fufficient 
fupply  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  anfwer  the  wants  of  the  Weft  Indies  -,  and 
the  predictions  of  planters  and  merchants  have  been  verified  by  the  experience  of 
years  " 

.  Second.  The  weak  government  of  the  united  ftates,  likewife  operated  as  a  plau- 
fiblereafon  for  procrafiinatlng  a  commercial  treaty;  and,  no  doubt,  was  one  in- 
ducement with  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  embarrafs  our  trade,  and  treat  our  nation  with 
contempt.        They  might  argue,   that  the  general  government  pofTeffed,  indeed,  the 

power  of  making  peace  and  war  ;  but  had  not  the  means  to  provide  for  the  latter, 
nor  to  fecure  the  former.  It  could  make  treaties  ;  but  could  not  carry  them  into 
effect.  The  eiltntial  and  operative  powers  of  government,  refided  in  the  individual 
ftates  ;  and  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  thefe  would  not  harmonize  in  their  policy.  Nor 
was  this  conclullon  erroneous. 

It  may,  however,  be  obferved,  that,  if  the  Britifh   government  had  adopted  a  more 

generous  procedure  with  refpect  to  America,  it  is  probable,  that  the  defects  of  our 
former  imperfect  fyftem  of  government  would  not  have  been  fo  foon  difcovered,  nor 
the  proper  remedies  lb  fpeedilv  applied.  Their  injurious  reftrictions  have,  therefore, 
been  ultimately  the  means,  under  a  wife  and  beneficent  Providence,  of  procuring  to 
the  united  ftates  the  moft  eflential  advantage  ;  as  they  were  among  the  moft  effectual 
caufes  in  bringing  about  the  conftitution  which  we  now  enjoy  :  a  conftitution,  which, 
whilft  it  conveys  no  power  to  the  magiftrate,  except  what  he  ought  to  poffefs  for  the 
common  good,  vefts  him  with  fufficient  authority  to  enfure  obedience  to  the  laws. 

From  the  cperation-of  the  general  caufes  that  we  have  before  mentioned,  from  the 
embarrafTments  occafioned  by  imprudent  importation  of  foreign  manufactures,  by 
the  ill-judged  meafure;  of  moft  of  the  ftates;  but  chiefly  by  the  unfriendly  conduct 
of  Bntain.the  united  ftates,  were  reduced  to  the  loweftftate  of  political  degradation. 
Their  commerce  dedmed,  their  credit  was  loft,  arts  and  manufactures  decayed  and 
red  property  depreciated  to  as  low  a  ftate,  comparatively,  as  ever  continental  mo- 
ney had  been.  Under  circumftances  fo   embarraffing,   the  people  became  difcontented. 

I  note  who  had  ken  adverfe  to  the  revolution,  affefled  to  triumph  at  the  fulfilment  of 
predictions  which  they  had  before  made  of  the  meknehoiy  -ffects  that  would  refuk  from 
f '  Fat".°™m  hcrfelf  began  f°  defpair  of  the  happy  confluences  which  fhe  had  fo 
iondly  anticipated.  But  inquiry  and  confederation  foon  fhowed  the  caufes,  and  pointed 
to  the  remedy  of  thofe  evils  which  harraffed  the  united  ftates.  The  evils  were  van- 1 
ous  the  remedy  was  one,  namely,  an  efficient  federal  eoyernment.  The  articles  of 
confederation  had  feyved  to  keep  the  ftates  united  during  the  war  5  and  the  feeble- 
neisofthe  genera,  government  was  not  perceived.  But  on  the  return  of  peace, 
when  various  mterefts,  and  local   politics  began  to  divide  the  feveral  ftates,  the  de- 

ut,W  •    ASn    confed,lmion   were    fe^  to  be  the  root  of  the  evils  that   de- 

whichhaHKmter  ftatf-  Jhefe  defers  were  many  and  palpable.  The  powers 
no  mean.  be,enfurrendefd  b.v  deflates  were  vefted  in  one  body,  but  they  v. ere  by 
^  means  adequate  to  the  wants   of  the  united   ftates.      Congrefi  had  no  authority 

t  HLtory  of  West  ludies,  by  B0an  Edwards,  Esq.  of  Jamaica,  page  «0. 
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to  regulate  commerce  ;  they  could  raife  troops  and  build  a  navy,  but  they  could  levy 
no  taxes  to  fupport  the  expenfe  of  them.  They  could  pafs  refolution9,  but  had  not 
the  power  of  carrying  them  into  effect.  They  had  not  the  power  even  of  putting  the 
militia  on  an  uniform  footing  throughout  the  united  ftates,  or  of  calling  them  forth 
to  fupprefs  infurrections,  or  to  repel  invafions.  They  had  no  proper  courts  of  juf- 
tice  to  carry  treaties  with  foreign  powers  into  effect,  or  to  interpret  juftly  their  own 
acts  ;  but  the  moft  radical  defect  was,  that,  by  thefe  articles,  the  authority  of  con- 
grefs operated  on  ftates,  and  not  0.1  individuals.  Feeling  the  prefTure  of  fo  many  poli- 
tical embarrafsments,  and  knowing  by  what  means  they  could  be  removed,  the  next 
ftep  with  the  American  people  was,  to  give  efficacy  to  thefe  means.  Accordingly,  in 
the  year  1785,  a  motion  was  brought  forward  in  the  houfe  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  by 
Mr.  Madifon,  to  appoint  commiflioners,  who,  in  concurrence  with  commiflioners  to  be 
appointed  by  other  dates,  fhould  meet  and  forma  fyftem  of  commercial  regulations, 
which  were  to  be  recommended  for  adoption  to  the  ftate  legifhtures.  This  plan  fuc- 
ceeded  in  part.  Commiflioners  were  appointed  by  feveral  ftates,  and  met  at  Annapo- 
Jis  in  the  fummer  of  1786  ;  but  when  they  began  their  confutations,  on  the  meafures 
moft  proper  to  be  taken,  they  found  that  the  ftates  were  not  generally  reprefented,  and 
that  the  authority,  given  by  fuch  as  were,  fell  far  fhort  of  the  objecls  to  be  accom- 
plished. They  agreed,  therefore,  to  requeft  of  congrefs  to  recommend  to  the  different 
ftates,  to  fend  deputies  to  a  general  convention,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  for  the  purpofe  of  devifing  fuch  a  form  of  government  as  would  beft  pro- 
mote the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  their  conftituents. 

Agreeably  to  this  requeft,  congrefs  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral 
ftates,  a  general  convention,  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  in  May  following.  At  the 
time  and  p'ace  afligned,  the  convention  met.  Every  ftate  was  here  reprefented,  except 
that  of  Rhode  Ifland.  General  Wafhington  was  elected  prefident.  During  four 
months,  they  devoted  themfdves  affiduoufly  to  their  important  tafk  ;  «tnd,  after  com- 
paring the  various  excellencies  of  the  different  governments  that  have  exifted,  and 
endeavouring  to  reconcile  the  interfering  interefts  of  the  feveral  ftates,  thev  deter- 
mined to  recommend  the  plan,  which  has  fmce,  by  unanimous  adoption,  become 
"•  the  conftitution  of  the  united  ftates." 

This  plan  they  recommended  to  the  confederation  ofa  convention,  to  be  called  in 
each  Hate,  exprefsly  for  the  pnrpofe  of  adopting  or  rejecting  it. 

Thus  fubmitted  to  the  examination,  and  recommended  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
American  people,  the  plan  provoked  difcuffion.  In  oppofition  to  the  plan  thus  recom- 
mended, were  ranged  thofe  who  held  places  cf  high  honour  or  profit  under  the  ftate 
governments,  and  who  poffeffed  a  degree  of  influence  in  the  ftate  legiflatures,  which 
their  talents  and  information  would  not  probably  command  under  the  general  go- 
vernment. Others  oppofed  it  from  a  jeaioufy  of  their  liberty,  and  a  refpect  to  ftate 
fjvereignty,  which  they  believed  would  be  too  much  reftricted  by  the  provifions  in 
the  conftitution  offered  to  their  choice.  On  the  other  hand  appeared  whole  orders  of 
people,  who  regarded  it  as  the  only  means  of  efiublifhing  the  general  union,  peace,  and 
happinefs.  The  public  creditors  formed  a  ftrong  phalanx  in  fuppjrt  of  the  plan. The 
hope  of  lucrative  and  honourable  offices  influenced  many  others  toefpoufe  the  fede- 
ral caufe.  But  it  refted  for  its  chief  fupport  on  the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  and  their 
fupport  fecu red  its  adoption.  The  greateft  proportion  of  the  men  of  talents,  infor- 
mation, property,  and  independence,  united  their  exertions  in  its  favour.  While 
this  plan  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  ftates,  the  hewfpapers  were  filled  with 
fpeculations  both  for  and  againft  it.  Its  merits' and  demerits  were  examined  and  ex- 
pofed.  Among  the  various  pubiiaariois  which  appeared  on  the  fub'i  ict,  the  moft  dif- 
tmjXiifhed  wer;  a  feries  of  Utters  ad.Jre.Tjd  to  the  citizens  of  New'.York,  under  the 
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Signature  of  Publius.     They  have  been  translated  into  French  and  cir  culated  th  rough 
feveral  parts  of  Europe. 

The  plan  of  government  recommended  by  the  general  convention,  being  now  fubr 
mitted  to  the  people  of  the  united  ftates,  they  purfued  the  means,  at  the  fame  time  re- 
commended, of  obtaining  the  general  opinion  in  regard  to  its  adoption.  The  ftate  of 
Delaware  was  the  firft  in  calling  a  convention  ;  where  the  new  conftitution  was  una- 
nimously appioved. 

Soon  afterwards  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania   met.     Here  a  formidable  opposi- 
tion appeared.  The  members,  from  the  remoteft  counties  of  the    ftate,  oppofed,  while 
thofe  from  the    city,  and  the   counties  on    this  fide   of  the   Alleghany    mountain, 
were  friendly  to  it.      After  a  conteft  for  feveral  weeks,  the  final   queftion  was  taken, 
when  two-thirds  of  the  members  voted   for  its   adoption.      The   minority  published 
their  reafor.s  of  difTent.     This    ftep  exafperated   the  rage  of  party,  and  was,   in  fad:, 
one,   among  other  caufes, which  produced  fome   disturbances  in  the  weftern    counties, 
of  Pennfylvania.     In  Ma STachufetts  the  debates  were    conducted    with    more  temper 
than  they  had  been   in  Pennsylvania.     On  taking    the   queftion,  the  majority  of  de- 
legates appeared  to  be  in  favour  of  adoption;  upon    which   the  minority  declared, 
that  as  the  conftitution  had  been  adopted    by  the  major  part  of  the  convention,  they 
would  hereafter  be  among  its   moft   zealous    fupporters.     When  the    convention  of 
New-Hampfhire  met,  it  was   found,  that  a  number  of  the  members  had  come,  with 
exprefs  instructions  from  their  constituents,  to  reject  the  constitution.     This  ftep  hacj 
the  effect  to  preclude  any  investigation  of  the   principles  and  tendency  of  the  confti^ 
tution  propofed  to  their  choice.     From  this  circumftance  and  from    an  apprehenfion 
of  danger  in  taking   the  fenfe  of  the   convention,   at  that    time   on  the    Subject,     an 
adjournment,  for  fome  months,  was  agreed  to.      Before  the  ptriod  of  the  next  meet- 
ing, the  fentinunts  of  the   people  changed,  and  the  convention  adopted  the  consti- 
tution by  a  refpectable  majority. 

In  New- York  the  new  constitution  had  a  powerful  opposition  to  encounter.  The 
governor  and  many  of  the  leading  officers  of  the  government,  were  its  enemies.  In 
the  weftern  counties  oS  the  State,  where  governor  Clinton's  credit  >v as  moft  conside- 
rable, the  general  opinion  was  adverfe  to  the  propofed  form  of  government.  The  city 
cf  New-York,  and  moft  of  the  adjoining  counties  were  friendly  to  it.  The  debates 
of  the  convention  of  New- York  continued  for  feveral  months.  During  this  time,  the 
Hates  of  Virginia  and  New-Hampfhire  adopted  the  conftitution;  which  augmented 
the  number  of  ftates  to  ten.  This  changed  the  ground  wholly.  The  genera)  govern- 
ment could  now  be  organized  and  carried  into  operation  without  the  aid  of  New- 
York.  This  circumftance  offered  a  new  fource  of  argument,  to  the  federalists  ;  by 
means  of  which,  s.dded  to  thofe  which  they  had  before  urged,  they  fecured  a  majo- 
rity in  favour  of  the  new  constitution. 

The  convention  of  North  Carolina  met,  and,  without  much  deliberation,  rejected 
it  by  a  large  majority.  But,  after  the  constitution  had  been  adopted  by  eleven  States, 
North  Carolina  began  to  think  more  favourably  of  the  new  government.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  another  convention  was  called,  which  adopted  it  by  a  larger  majo- 
rity than  had  before  voted  againft  it. 

The  legislature  of  Rhode- Ifiand  chofe  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  public  at  large, 
who  were  to  take  the  queftion  of  adoption  in  town-meetings.  According  to  this  plan, 
the  people  generally  met  in  their  towns,  a  majority  of  which  determined  to  reject, 
the  conftitution.  In  thofe  where  there  was  moft  information,  the  people  met  and  re- 
folved  not  to  confider  the  conftitution  in  this  way.  They  infilled  that  it  could  not 
regularlybe  takeri  under  consideration,  except   by  a  ftate  convention.     Accordingly, 
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intheyear  i79°>  one  was  called,  which  agreed  to  accept  the  new  form  of  general 
government*. 

By  the  conftitution,  the  new  congrefs  fhould  have  met  on  the  firft  of  December, 
17S8,  but  circumftances  prevented  their  forming  a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs  before  the 
third  of  March,  1789.  Here  began  a  new  era  in  the  united  ftates.  Thearticles  of  con- 
federation, and  the  old  congrefs,  now  expired  without  a  ftruggle,  and  the  new 
conftitution,  with  its  more  ample  powers,  and  more  perfect  organization,  rofe,  like 
the  fun,  after  a  tedious  feafon  of  darknefs  and  ftorms,  to  enlighten  and  blefs  the  citi- 
zens of  the  united  ftates. 

Whatever  difference  of  fentiment  there  might  have  been  in  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  ftrufture  of  the  new  government,  there  appeared  but  one  fentiment  in  re- 
gard to  the  man,  who  fhould  firft  fit  at  the  helm  of  its  adminiftration.  "When  the  votes 
of  the  electors  were  opened  by  the  fenate  of  the  united  ftates,  it  appeared  that 
George  Waftiington  was  unanimously  elected  prefident,  and  John  Adams,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  votes,  vice-prefident. 

The  government  being  now  organized,  began  to  put  itfelf  in  motion.  Congrefs 
having  chofen  their  officers,  and  fettled  their  modes  of  procedure,  commenced  their 
deliberations. 

As  the  conftitution  of  1787,  has  been  frequently  printed,  and  is  of  confiderable 
length,  it  would  be  alike  inconvenient  and  unnecefTiry  to  republifh  it  here  •,  but  we 
ihall  lay  before  the  reader  a  comprehenfive  and  concife  epitome  of  the  chief  articles 
whereof  it  confifts. 

The  legiflative  authority  is  vefted  in  a  congrefs  of  the  united  ftates  5  which  is 
compofedof  a  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentativcs.  The  latter  muft  be  chofen  every 
fecond  year,  by  the  electors  in  each  ftate.  A  reprefentative  muft  be  twenty-five 
years  of  age  and  have  been  for  feven  years  a  citizen  of  the  united  ftates.  He 
muft,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  for  which  he  is  chofen.  Reprefen- 
tatives  and  direct  taxes  are  apportioned,  among  the  ftates  of  the  union,  accord- 
ing to  their  refpective  numbers.  Thefe  numbers  are  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  perfons,  including  thofe  bound  to  fervice  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  excluding  Indians,  who  are  not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  perfons. 
The  reprefencatives  are  not  to  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thoufand  of  the  people  ; 
but  each  ftae  ftiall  have  at  leaft  one  reprefentative,  though  its  population  may  fall 
fhortofthirty  thoufand.  The  number  of  reprefentatives  has  been  augmented,  fince  the 
firft  meeting  of  congrefs  under  the  new  conftitution,  in  1789.  By  an  act  of  the  fecond 
co.-grefs,  dated  the  14th  of  April,   1792,  the  number  of  reprefentatives  tias,  in  con- 

f  The  following  exhibits,  at  one  view,  the  order,  time,  &c.  in  which  the  several  states  ratified  the  federal  constitution. 


Delaware, 

December,     -     3, 

1787, 

unanimoufly. 

Pennf)  lvania,    -    - 

December,     -    13, 

46    to    23     major 

•  23 

New-Jerfey,    -  -  - 

■  December,    -     19, 

unanimoufly. 

Georgia,  -  -    -    - 

January  -    -    -    2, 

1788, 

,    unanimoufly. 

Connecticut,  -  -   - 

January  -  -  -  -  9, 

128  to  40 

88 

Maflachufetts,  -  - 

February  -  -  -  6, 

187  to  168 

'9 

Maryland,     -     - 

April      r     -      28, 

63    to    12 

5i 

South-  Carolina,    - 

May    -  -    -  -  23, 

J49  to  73 

76 

New-Hamplhire, 

-  June     -  -     -  21, 

57  to  46 

?i 

Virginia,     -     -     - 

June     -      -     25, 

89  to  79 

10 

New- York,    -  -    - 

July     -      -     26, 

30  to  25 

5 

North-Carolina,    - 

November  -     27, 

1789, 

193  to  75 

Ii8 

Rhode-Ifland,     - 

May     -     -      29, 

1790, 

by  a  majority  of 

2 

Vermont,     -  -     - 

January    -    -  1 0, 

Wi 

by  a  great  majority. 

Kentucky,     -     - 

June  -J;;    i5 

1792, 

Vol.  II.          r     "  * 
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fequence  of  the  cenfus  of  179 1,  been  fixed  at  one  for  every  thirty-three  thoufand  peo- 
ple ;  and  in  the  twenty -third  fedion  of  that  act,  the  numbers  for  the  third  congrefs„ 
which  met  on  the  2d  of  December,  1793,    is  afcertained,  as  follows,  viz. 

New-Hampfhire,  -                                4 

MafTachufetts,  ....          14 

Rhode-Ifland,  -                                 2 

Connecticut,  -             •             -         7 

Vermont,  _             -              .               2 

New- York,  -              -             -          10 

New-Jerfey,  -                  -                5 

Pennfylvania,  -                  -            13 

Delaware,  -                   -                   1 

Maryland,  ...                8 

Virginia,  -              -                        19 

Kentucky,  2 

North- Carolina,  -                      -            10 

South-Carolina,  -                                   6 

Georgia,  -                                          2 


The  fenate  is  compofed  of  two  members  from  each  ftate,  by  the  legiflature  or 
which  they  are  chofen,  for  fix  years.  There  is  thus  a  material  diftinction  between 
their  mode  of  election,  and  that  of  the  reprefentatives.  They  are  not  elected  by  the 
people,  nor  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  people  ;  and  they  continue  in  office 
for  thrice  the  time  of  the  reprefentatives.  The  fenate,  when  firft  alTemb'ed,  was  di- 
vided, by  lot,  into  three  clafTes.  The  feats  of  the  firft  clafs  were  vacated  at  the  end. 
of  the  fecond  year,  thofe  of  th  e  fecond,  ■  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year,  and  thofe  of 
the  third,  at  the  end  of  the  fixth  year  •,  fo  that  one-third  is  chofen  every  fecord  year, 
A  fenator  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age.  He  muft  have  been  for  nine  years  a  citizen, 
and,  when  elected,   he  muft  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  for  which  he  is  chofen. 

The  vice-prefident  of  the  united  ftates  prefides  in  the  fenate  -,  but  he  has  no  vote,, 
unlefs  the  fenators  are  equally  divided.  The  fenate  exclu'fively  try  all  impeachments. 
No  perfon  (hall  be  convicted,  but  by  concurrence  of  two* thirds  of  the  members. 
If  the  prefident  of  the  united  ftates  fhal!  be  tried  for  his  public  conduct,  he  cornea 
before  this  body.  The  congrefs  fhall  aiTemble,  at  leaft  once  in  every  year,  on  the  firft: 
Monday  in  December  ;  unlefs  they  /hill  appoint  a  different  day.  Neither  houfe,  du« 
ring  the  feffion  of  congrefs,  fhall,  "unlefs  by  mutual  confent,  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  or  to  any  other  place  than  that  where  they  are,  for  the  time,,  aftembled. 
The  members  of  both  houfes  receive  a  compenfation  for  their  attendance,  which  is- 
afcertained  by  law,  and  paid  from  the  treafury  of  the  federal  government.  This,  at 
prefent,  is  fixed,  to' fix  dollars  per  day,  during  their  feffion,  exclufive  of  their  tra- 
velling expenfes.. 

No  fenator  or  reprefentative  fhall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be 
appointed  to  any  civil  office,  created,  or  whereof  the  emoluments  have  been  increaf- 
ed,  during  fitch  time.  No  perfon  holding  an  office  u:,der  the  united  ftates,  can,  whiie 
he  holds  it,  be  a  member  of  congrefs.  Bills  for  railing  a  revenue,  muft  always  origi- 
nate in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  The  fenate  may  propofe  or  concur  with  amend- 
ments as  on  other  bills.  Every  biil,  after  paffing  both  houfes,  muft,  before  it  becomes 
a  law,  be  laid  before  the  prefident  for  his  ratification.  If  difapp  roved  of  by  him,  he- 
fiiall  return  it,  with  his  objections.     Both  houfes  fhall  then,  re  con  fid er  it,  and  if  it  is 
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approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  in  each  houfe,  it /hall,  notwithstanding  the 
disapprobation  of  the  prefident,  become  a  law.  If  he  does  not  return  a  bill  within 
ten  days,  it  becomes  a  law,  unlefs  congrefs,  by  an  interim  adjournment,  prevent 
him  from  fending  it  to  them. 

The  congrefs  are  empowered  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  to 
provide  for  the  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  united  ftates  •,  to  regulate  com>- 
merce,  to  coin  money,  to  fix  the  ftandard  of  weights  and  meafures,  to  eftablifh  pod- 
offices  and  poft-roads,  to  conftitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  fupreme  court,  to  define 
and  punifh  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  feas,  and  offences  againftthe  law 
of  nations;  to  declare,  war,  grant  letters  of  marque,  and  make  rules  for  captures 
by  fea  and  land.  They  are  authorized  to  raife  and  fupport  armies,  but  no  appropri- 
ation of  money  to  that  ufa,  (hall  be  granted,  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years.  They 
may  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,  and  make  rules  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  the  land  and  naval  forces.  They  may  call  forth  the  military  to  execute  the  laws, 
to  fupprefs  infurre<5Hons,  and  repel  invasions.  They  are  to  provide  for  organizing, 
arming,  and  difciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing  fuch  part  of  them  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  united  ftates  ;  but  the  refpective  ftates  are  to  appoint 
the  officers,  and  to  have  authority  for  training  the  militia  according  to  the  rules  pre- 
ferred by  congrefs.  They  are  to  exercife  exclufive  legislation,  in  all  cafes  whatever, 
over  fuch  diftricl,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  fquare,  as  may,  by  the  ceffion  of  particu- 
lar ftates,  and  the  acceptance  of  congrefs,  become  the  feat  of  government  for  the 
united  ftates.  They  have  the  like  authority  over  all  places  purchafed  by  the  confent 
of  the  ftate  in  which  they  are  fituated,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arfe- 
nals,  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings,  and  to  make  all  laws  for  the  carrying: 
into  execution  the  before  mentioned  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vefted  in  the  fede- 
ral government,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

No  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex pofl  fablo  law,  fhall  be  paft.  No  tax  or  duty  (hail  be  laid 
on  articles  exported  from  any  ftate.  No  preference  fhall  be  given,  by  any  regulation 
of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  ftate  over  thofe  of  another.  No  vefTel 
bound  toor  from  one  ftate,  fhall  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another.. 
No  title  of  nobility  fhall  be  granted  by  the  united  ftates.  No  perfon,  holding  any  of- 
fice oftruftor  profit  under  them,  fhall,  without  their  confent,  accept  of  any  prefent, 
emolument,  office,  or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king  or  foreign  ftate. 
No  individual  ftate  fhall  enter  into  any  treatv,  alliance,  or  confederacy,  grant  letters 
of  marque  and  reprifal,  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
filver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  pafs  any  bill  of  attainder,  ev  poft  faffo  law, 
or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility.  No  ftate 
fhall,  without  confent  of  congrefs,  lay  a  iy  imports,  or  exports,  except  what  may  bo 
abfoluteiy  neceftary  for  executing  its  infpection  laws;  and  the  net  produce  of  all 
duties  and  imports,  laid  by  any  ftate,  on  imports  or  exports,  fhall  be  for  the  ufc  of 
the  treafury  of  the  united  ftates;  and  all  fuch  laws  fhall  be  fubject  to  the  revificn 
and  control  of  congrefs.  No  ftate  fhall,  without  the  confent  of  congrefs,  lay  any 
duty  of  tonnage,  keep  fhipsof  war  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  with; 
a  foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war,,  unlefs  actually  invaded,  or  in  fuch  immi- 
nent danger,  as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

The  executive  power  is  veftei  in  a  prefident.  He  holds  his  office  for  four  years.  A 
vice-prefident  is  chof? n  for  the  fame  term.  They  are  elected  as  follows.  The  electors 
of  each  ftate  meet,  in  the  ufual  way,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  two  pcrfons.  It  is  re- 
quired that  of  thefe  two,  the  one  fhall  not  be  an.  inhabitant  of  the  fame  ftate  with 
themfelves.  In  every  ftate,  a  lift  is  made  out  of  the  perfons  voted  for,  and  of  the 
h  umber  of  votes  for  each.  This  lift  is  certified  and  tranfmitted  to  the  prefident  of 
the  fenate.     In  prefence  of  the  fenate,  the  lifts  are  opened,  and  the  votes  are  counted.. 
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The  perfon  who  has  the  greateft  number  of  votes,  is  declared  prefidenf,'  providing 
that  the  votes  in  his  favour  form  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors.  If  two 
perfcns  have  fuch  a  majority,  and  there  be  an  equal  number  of  votes  in  favour  of 
each,  the  houfe  of  reprefenfatives  fliall  immediately  choofe  by  ballot,  one  .of- them, 
for  prefident.  If  no  perfon  has  a  majority,  then,  from  the  five,  who  are  hjgheft  on 
the  lift,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  choofe  the  prefident.  But  in  this  choice,  the 
votes  are  taken  by  the  ftates,  each  ftate  havingone  vote.  A  majority  of  all  the  ftates, 
is  neceffary  to  the  choice.  The  prefident  is  commander  in  the  chief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  united  ftates.  He  has  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  for  offences 
againft  the  united  ftates,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  impeachment.  He  has  power  to  make 
treaties,  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  fenators,  who  are. 
prefent.  With  their  advice  and  confent,  he  nominates  ambaffadors,  public  minifters, 
judges  ofthefupreme  court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  united  ftates,  whofe  ap, 
pointments  are  not  by  the  conftitution  otherwife  provided  for.  He  is  authorifed  ta 
fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recefs  of  the  fenate,  by  granting 
commiffions,  which  ftiall  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  their  next  feflion.  He  may,  on  ex- 
traordinary occafions,  convene  bothhoufes,  or  either  of  them  ;  he  receives  ambaffa- 
dors and  other  public  minifters.  The  prefident,  vice- prefident,  and  all  civil  officers 
of  the  united  ftates,  are  to  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and  convic- 
tion of  treafon,  bribery  or  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  united  ftates  is  vefted  in  a  fupreme  court,  and  in  fuch 
inferior  courts  as  congrefs  may  eftablifti.  The  judges  of  both  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behaviour.  The  judicial  power  extends  to  all  cafes  in  law  and  equity,  to  all 
cafes  affecting  ambaffadors,  other  public  minifters  and  confuls,  to  all  cafes  of  admi- 
ralty and  marine  jurifdiction  ;  to  difputes  in  which  the  united  ftates  fliall  be  a  party, 
and  between  two  or  more  different  ftates  ,  between  a  ftate,  and  citizens  of  another 
ftate;  and  between  a  ftate  or  its  citizens,  and  foreign  ftates,  citizens  or  fubjects. 

In  cafes  affecling  ambaffadors,  public  minifters,  or  confuls,  and  thofe,  in  whicfy 
a  ftate  is  a  party,  the  fupreme  court  have  original  jurifdiction.  In  other  cafes,  they 
have  a  jurifdiction  by  appeal.  Crimes,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  impeachment,  are  tried  by 
jury.  The  trial  is  held  within  the  ftate  where  the  crime  was  committed.  The  citizens 
of  each  ftate  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  citizens  in  the  feveral  ftites.  All 
debts  contracted  or  engagements  entered  into,  .before  the  adoption  of  the  conftitu- 
tion, are  valid  as  before. 

The  congrefs,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  houfes  ftiall  deem  it  neceffary,  ftialf 
propofe  amendments  to  this  conftitution,  or,  on  the  application  of  the  legiflatures  of 
two-thirds  of  the  feveral  ftates,  (hall  call  a  convention,  for  propofing  amendments. 
Tfiefe  ftiall  be  valid,  as  part  of  the  conftitution,  when  ratified  by  the  legiflatures  of 
three  fourths  of  the  feveral  ftates.  Congrefs  ftiall  make  no  law  respecting  an  eftablifh- 
ment  of  religion.  The  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  ftiall  not  be  infring- 
ed. The  right  of  trial  by  jury  ftiall  be  preferved.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  principal 
outlines  of  this  conftitution. 

^  Since  the  eftablifhment  of  the  new  conftitution,  the  united  ftates  have  been  hap- 
pily diftinguiftied,  by  affording  few  materials  for  hiftory.  Some  particular  circum,- 
ftances,  that  happened  a  ftiort  time  previous  to  this  event,  may  deferve  a  flight  re- 
capitulation. In  1787,  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  as  agent  for  the  united  ftates,  concluded 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  emperor  of  Morocco.  In  June,  1788,  ge- 
neral Sevier,  with  a  party  of  light  horfe  and  infantry,  furprifed  a  number  of  Che- 
rokees  and  killed  above  twenty.  Several  were  alfo  drowned  in  attempting  to  efcape. 
In  September  following,  it  was  mentioned  in  the  news  papers,  that  the  Oneida,  and 
Onondaga  Indians  had  transferred  all  their  lands  to  the  ftate  of  New- York,  except- 
ing certain  tracts  for  themfelves.  They  were  to  receive  a  fum  of  money,  and  a  fpe- 
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cified  quantity  of  goods ;  and  the  former  tribe  were  to  be  paid  five  hundred  dollars 
annually,  the  latter  fix  hundred.  Fmigrations  to  this  ccuntrv  from  Ireland  had,  for 
fome  years  paft,  been  extremely  numerous.  Jt  was  computtd  that  ten  or  twelve 
fhoufimd  perfons  had,  in  a  Angle  feafon,  come  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  Many  of 
thtfe  were  indented  Servants,  who,  being  unable  to  pay  their  piffige  engaged  them- 
felves  with  the  matters  of  veffels  bound  tor  America,  to  ferve  in  thiscounrrv,  during  a 
Certain  term  cfyccrs.  In  1788,  however,  the  administration  of  Ireland  determined 
to  put  an  end  to  this  commerce.  On  the  26th  and  28th  of  May,  two  mariners  were 
tried  for  the  offence  of  enticing  manufacturers  to  leave  the  kingdom.  The  perfons 
who  were  brought  in  evidence  agair.ft  them  had  been  reduced  to  neceffity  for  want 
of  employment  at  horn?,  and  wished  to  leave  their  native  country  only  to  prevent 
themfelves  from  ftar/ing.  The  defendants  were  neither  convicted,  nor  even  accufed, 
of  any  greater  offence.  Yet  in  virtue  of  a  molt  opprelTWe  ail  of  p/ir'.iament,  they 
W'ere  condemned  each  to  one  year's  imprifonment,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  hundred 
pounds.  Thefe  trials  put  an  end,  or  very  nearly  fo,  to  the  practice  of  indenting  emi- 
grants from  Ireland. 

The  murders  by  the  Indians,  on  the  bick  Settlements,  ftili  continued  •,  and,  in  Ja- 
nuary, 1789,  gen.  Sevier  attacked  and  defea'ed  a  party  of  Creeks  and  Cherokees  at  the 
foot  of  the  Apalachian  mountains.  An  hundred  and  forty  five  of  the  favages  were 
killed.  The  Americans  loft  onlv  five  men.  The  mafTacre  of  families  on  the  frontier 
plantations,  followed  by  reprifals  of  this  nature,  conftitute  fince  the  pence  of  1783, 
almoft  the  whole  military  annals  of  America.  The  transitions  are,  in  themfelves,  of 
no  lading  importance  ;  but  they  deferve  fome  notice,  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  as  tend- 
ing to  mark  the  general  fituation  of  a  great  part  of  the  north  and  fouth-weftem  ter- 
ritory. 

Congrefs  held  their  firit  feffion  under  the  new  constitution,  at  New  York,  on  the 
4th  of  March,  178^.  They  proceeded  to  make  various  regulations  on  the  Subject  of 
reftoring  the  public  credit  of  the  united  ftates,  and  other  objects  of  political  econo- 
my. On  the  29th  of  September,  they  adjourned  to  the  4th  of  January,  1790,  when 
they  met  a  fecond  time  at  New- York.  Their  feffion  continued  fo  long  as  ti It  the  12th 
of  Auguft  following.  In  that  month,  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip  was  fclemnlv 
ratified  between  the  united  ftates  and  the  Creek  nation.  This  ceremony  took 
place  at  New- York,  between  the  prefident,  on  the  one  pirt,  and  fome  chiefs  of  the 
Indians  on  the  other.  On  the  30th  of  September,  in  the  fame  year,  general  Har- 
mar,  with  three  hundred  and  twenty  federal  troops  and  eleven  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  militia  gave  battle  to  the  Miami  Indians  by  whom  he  was  defeated.  The  Ame- 
rican army  loit  an  hundred  and  eighty  three  men  killed,  and  thirty  one  wounded. 
About  an  hundred  or  upwards  of  the  Indians  were  flain.  The  Miami  vilhge,  con- 
wining  three  hundred  iog-houfes  or  wigwams,  with  twenty  thoufand  bufhels  of  corn, 
was  deftroyed.  Congrefs  met,  this  year,  on  the  6th  of  December,  and  rofe  on  the 
3d  of  March  following. 

During  the  furnmer  of  1791,  general  Scott  furprifed  the  Wabafh  towns.  He  kil- 
led about  thirty  Indians,  took  fifty  prifoners,  and  brought  with  him  two  hundred 
horfes  loaded  with  peltry  and  other  articles  of  plunder.  The  Americans  loftonly 
three  men.  On  the  24th  of  October,  1791,  congrefs  commenced  their  third  feffion. 
The  prefident,  as  ufual,  opened  the  feffion  bv  a  fpeech  to  both  houfes.  He  began  by 
remarking  the  abundance  of  the  preceding  harveft,  the  progreffive  ftate  of  agricul- 
ture, manufactures,  commerce  and  navigation,  and  the  general  and  happy  effect? 
which  had  been  produced  by  the  revival  of  public  and  private  confidence,  to  which 
the  conftitution  and  laws  of  the  united  ftates  had  fd  eminently  contributed.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  rapid  fubfcriptions  for  the  bank  of  the  united  ftates,  which  completed, 
jn  a  fingle  day,  the  fum  allowed  to  be  fubfcribed.  He  mentioned  the  plan  laid  down 
"for  conciliating  the  friendihio  of  the  favages  ;  the  bafis  of  which  was  a  ftrict  ad- 
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herence  to  the  dictates  of  juflice  and  humanity.  The  act  for  laying  a  duty  oft  diftil- 
led  fpirks,  had  been,  he  faid,  attended  with  fome  difficulty,  from  the  want  of  expe- 
rience in  the  federal  government,  to  make  the  proper  arrangements  •,  and  in  fome 
parts  of  the  union,  there  had  been  a  mifconception  cf  its  provifions  ;  but  he  enter- 
tained no  doubt  that  the  difcontent  produced  from  it  would  be  removed  by.  a  proper, 
explanation  of  the  law.  The  prefident  next  obferved,  that,  agreeably  to  fevera!  acts 
on  that  fubject,  a  diftrict  of  ten  miles  fquare,  for  the  permanent  feat  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  united  ftates  had  been  fixed  upon,  and  announced  by  proclamation  ;  that 
the  diftrict  comprehended  lands  on  both  fides  of  the  Patowrnac,  and  the  towns  of  Alex- 
andria and  Georgetown  •,  that  a  city  had  accordingly  been/laid  out,  and  that  there 
was  every  reafon  to  expect  a  due  progrefs  in  the  buildings.  He  alfo  informed  the  two 
houfes,'  that  the  cenfus  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  united  dates,  had  been  almoft  com- 
pleted, and  afforded  the  pleafing  afiurance  that  the  prefent  population  bordered  on 
four  millions  of  perfons.  He  concluded  by  recommending  to  their  particular  atten- 
tion, th;  fupporting  of  the  militia  on  an  effective  plan  •,  the  adminiftration  of  the 
pod-office  ;  extenfien  and  improvement  of  the  pod-roads  ,  the  necefiity  for  a  pub- 
lic mint  ;  an  uniformity  of  weights  and  meafures  ;  and  a  pro'vifion  for  the  fale  of 
the  vacant  lands  of  the  united  flares. 

The  hopes  entertained  of  being  able -to  accommodate  'the  difputcs  with  the  In- 
dians were  not  altogether  well  founded.  On  the  4th  of  Novt  mber,  1791,  general 
St.  Clair,  with  the  army  of  the  united  ftates,  was  attacked  by  furprife,  about  day- 
break, fifteen  miles  from  the  Miami  village.  After  a  conteft  of  four  horrs,  the  In- 
dians were  every  where  victorious,  and  the  Americans  accomplished  a  retreat  with  the 
lofs  of  forty- fix  officers  and  fix  hundred  privates,  their  whole  baggage,  and  eight 
pieces  of  artillery.  It  was  afterwards  faid,  that  twelve  hundred  Canadians,  difguifed 
like  Indians,  fought  in  this  battle. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1792,  the  congrefs  adjourned  till  the  fir  ft  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber thereafter.  During  the  fummer  there  was  no  remarkable  or  important  event.  A 
feriesof  mafiacres,  were,  as  formerly,  committed  on  the  frontiers.  On  the  6th  of 
November,  .1792,  the  prefident  opened  the  feflion  of  congrefs,  byafpeech.  The 
greater  part  of  it  refpected  the  unfortunate  endeavours  to  terminate  the  Indian  hos- 
tilities. The  prefident  farther  obferved,  that  confiderabie  loans  had  been  obtained  for 
the  fervice  of  the  united  ftates,  at  Antwerp,  and  at  Amfterdam,  on  very  reafonable 
terms,  which  afforded  a  pleafing  evidence  of  the  increafing  credit  cf  the  new  go. 
vernment.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1793,  the  congrefs  adjourned.  On  the  8th  of  April 
following,  the  Embufcade,  a  French  frigate  of  forty  guns,  commanded  by  captain  ; 
Bompard,  arrived  at  Charlefton  in  South  Carolina  from  Rochfort  in  France.  She 
brought  citizen  Genet,  as  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  executive  council  of  France 
to  the  prefident  and  congrefs  of  the  united  ftates.  On  the  22d  of  April,  the  prefident 
published  a  proclamation  enjoining  a  ftricl  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the 
united  ftates  in  the  prefent  conteft  between  the  maritime  powers;  and  warning  thofe 
who  fhould  venture  to  infringe  it,  that  they  would  be  profecuted  with  feverity. 
Several  addreffes  were  prefented  to  the  prefident,  thanking  him,  in  warm  terms,  for 
this  mark  of  his  attention  to  the  p  folic  tranquility,  and  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
neutrality  of  America.  Many  perfons  were,  however  offended  at  this  meafure,  as  they 
conceived  that  there  was  in  it  fome  deficiency  ofrefpect  and  gratitude  to  the  repub- 
lic of  France,  a  nation  to  whom  the  united  ftates  were  highly  indebted  for  their  in- 
dependence. Citizen  Genet,  on  the  17th  of  May,  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  The  con- 
duct of  this  ambaffador  is  entirely  unexampled  in  the  hiftory  of  civilized  nations.  It 
was  not  till  the  day,  upon  which  the  proclamation  of  the  prefident  was  publifhed, 
forbidding  the  American  citizens  to  violate  the  neutrality,  that  the  government  firft 
heard  of  his  arrival.  They  were  then  informed,  but  only  by  the  medium  of  the  news- 
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papers,  that  citizen  Genet  was  appointed  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  France  fo  the 
united  ftates,  and  that  he   had  landed,   a  fortnight  before  that  time,  at  Charlefton. 
By  the  fame  channel,  they  loon  after  learned  that  he  had  fent  on  to  Philadelphia,  the 
frigate  in  which  he  came,  and  would  hi mfelf  perform  his  journey  by  land.   His  land- 
ing at  one  of  the  moft  diftant  ports  of  the  union  from  the  places  both  of  his  depar- 
ture and  deftination,  was  calculated  to  excite  fome  furprife  ;   but  his  behaviour   after 
his  arrival,    was   much  more  extraordinary.      The  American  executive  at  Philadel- 
phia, were  foon  informed  that  he  had  engaged  in  occupations  very  different  from  the 
oftenfible  objects  of  his  million.       Inftead  of  coming  forward  to  prefent  himfelf  and 
his  credentials  to  the  prefident,  and  obtain   admiffion  in  his   diplomatic    capacity,  he 
he  had  commenced  an  active  career  at  Charlefton.  He  undertook  to  authorize  the  fitting 
out  and  arming  of  veflels  in  that  port.  He  enlifted  man,  both  foreigners  and  citizens. 
He  gave  them  commiflions  to  cruife  and  commit  hoftilities  againfl  the  vefTels  of  Eng- 
land and  other   nations  at  war   with  France  indeed,    but    who   were,    at   the  fame 
time,  in  peace  with  the  united  ftates.   Thefe  vefTels   had   actually  begun  to  take  and 
bring  into  American  ports,  the  (hips  of  thofe  nations.      The  cor.fuls    of  France  held 
courts  of  admiralty,  tried  and  condemned  them,   and  authorized  their  fale,    as  legal 
prizes.   All  thefe  proceedings  went  on  under  the  aufpices   of  citizen   Genet  in    direct 
contradiction  to  the  ftate  of  peace  then  exifting    and   declared  to   exilt  in  the   presi- 
dent's proclamation  and  which  the  pi  efident   was  bound  to  preferve,  till  the  conftL 
tutional  authority  had  declared  it  broken.    Thefe   proceedings,   as  might  have  been 
forefeen  and  expected,  became  inftantly  the  objects  of  complaint  and   remonftrance 
from  the  Britifh  minifter  at  Philadelphia.   Mr.   Hammond  had,   previous  to  the  15th 
of  May,  1795,  prefented  feveral  memorials  on  this  head.  In  one  of  thefe   memorials, 
it  was  ftated.  that  arms  and  military  accoutrements  were  then  buying  up  by  a   French 
agent  in  the  united  ftates,  with  an  intention  of  exporting   them  to   France.     To  this 
the  American  government  replied,  that  the  citizens  had  always  been   free    to    make, 
fell,  and  export  arms;    that  it  was  the  conftant  occupation  and  livelihood  of  fome 
of  them,  and  that  to  fupprefs  their  profeffions,    becaufe   a   war  fubfifted   in  foreign 
countries,  could  fcircely  be  expected.     It  was  unjuft  in  principle,  and  impoffible  in- 
practice.   But  that  the  Americans  had  received   a  fair  warninc  by  the  late  proclama- 
tion.  If  any  fuch  cargo  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign    power,    on    its   way  to   the" 
ports  of  another  nation,  with  whom  the  former  was  at  war,    no    redrefs   or  protec- 
tion could  ba  expected  from  the  government  of  the  united  ftates. 

Another  complaint  was  relative  to  the  Britifh  fhip  Grange,  which  had  been  cap-" 
tured  by  the  Embufcade  within  the  Delaware.  The  American  government  were  of 
opinion,  that  this  capture  was  clearly  within  their  jurifdiction.  Mr.  Randolph,  the 
attorney-general  of  the  united  ftares  made  aftatement  of  the  grounds  of  this  deter- 
mination, and  this  ftatement,  with  a  copy  of  the  memorials  made  by  Mr.  Hammond, 
the  Britifh  envoy  was  tranfmitted  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  then  American  fecretary  offlatc, 
to  M.  Ternant,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  at  Philadelphia.  The'letter  en- 
clofing  them  was  dated  the  15th  of  May,  1793,  juft  two  days  before  citizen  Genet 
made  his  appearance  in  this  city.  Even  at  this  time,  therefore,  the  feeds  of  future 
controvefy  had  been  completely  planted.  On  his  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  the  new 
French  ambaiTador  was  welcomed  by  the  great  body  of  the  people,  with  every  de- 
monftration  of  joy.  A  few  days  after  his  arrival,  he  had  a  conference  with  Mr. 
Jefferfon.  He  requefted  leave  to  explain  and  vindicate  his  conduct  in  a  let* 
ter  on  the  fubject^  and  concluded  by  obferving,  that  if  the  prefident  fhould  finally 
decide  againft  his  right  of  arming  privateers,  he  muft  fubmit  ;  for  that  affuredly, 
his  inftructions  were  to  do  what  was  agreeable  to  the  American  government.  On 
the  27th  of  May,  he  fent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferfon,  on  the  complaints  preferred  fcy  the 
Britifh  minifter.   As  to  his  own  conduct  at  Charlefton,   he  fpeaks  of  it  ia  ♦'  ' ""       is* 
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««  It  is  certain  that  feveral  veffels  have  been  armed  at  Charlefton  •,  that  they  have  re- 
ceived from  me  commiflions  of  the  republic,  agreeably  to  the  forms  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  you,  and  that  thefe  veffels,  difpatched  to  fea  with  great 
celerity,  have  made  many  piizes,  have  condemned  to  inaction,  by  the  terror  which 
they  have  fpread  among  the  Englifh,  almoft  all  the  failors  and  veffels  of  that  nation 
which  were  in  the  ports  of  the  united  ftates,  and  by  their  fuccefs,  have  very  fenfi- 
bly  raifed  the  freight  of  American  veffels."— He  adds,"  the  veffels  armed  at  Charlef- 
ton belong  to  French  houfes  ;  they  are  commanded  and  manned  by  French  citizens, 
cr  by  Americans,  who,  at  the  moment  they  entered  the  fervice  of  France,  in  order  to 
defend  their  brothers  and  friends,  knew  only  the  treaties  and  the  laws  of  the  united 
ftates."  The  lafl  part  of  this  fentence  glanced  at  the  proclamation  of  the  prefident, 
prohibiting  fuch  engagements  by  American  citizens.  He  fiibjoins,  that  before  the  de- 
livery of  the  letters  of  marque  to  the  French  privateers,  he  had  fubmitted  this  quef- 
tion  to  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  ;  that  his  opinion  coincided  with  his  own  ; 
and  that  the  veffels  put  to  fea,  in  fpite  of  all  the  intrigues  which  the  partisans  of  Eng- 
land put  in  action  to  oppofe  them.  As  to  the  fhip  Grange,  citizen  Genet  faid,  that 
tho'  of  considerable  value,  he  had,  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general, 
caufed  her  to  be  given  up.  This  letter  produced  an  anfwer  from  mr.  Jefferfon,  and  a 
reply  from  citizen  Genet.  The  prefident  perfifted  in  denying  the  right  of  the  French 
ambaffador  to  fit  out  armed  veffels.  The  latter  continued  to  defend  it.  Genet  poffef- 
ed  piaufible  talents.  He  was  a  complete  mafier  of  the  Englith  language  ;  and  he  had 
acquired,  almoft  in  an  inftant,  a  prodigious  afcendant  over  the  minds  of  the  public. 
At  the  fame  time  the  proclamation  of  the  prefident  for  the  prefervation  of  neutral 
rights,  was  regarded  as  pufillanimous,  if  not  Hlegal,  by  thofe  ardent  fpirits,  whofe  zeal 
for  the  liberties  of  mankind,  overpowered  all  considerations  arifing  from  the  mifeiies 
and  the  danger  in  which  a  war  would  infallibly  involve  their  country.  In  reality, 
this  ambaffador  became  for  fome  months,  almoft  the  fo'e  topic  of  converfation. 
This  tide  of  popular  applaufe  undoubtedly  emboldened  him  to  adopt  a  ftile,  which  he 
would  not  otherwife  haveaffumed. 

In  this  Situation  of  affairs  it  is  not  wonderful,  that  mutual  mifunderftanings  mul- 
tiplied. On  the  i  ft  of  June,  1793,  the  French  minifter  addreffed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Jefferfcn,  wherein  he  complained  that  Gideon  Henfield,  and  John  Singletary,  two 
officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  French  republic,  had  been  Errefled  on  board  of  the  citi- 
zen Genet,  a  French  privateer,  in  the  Delaware,  and  committed  to  prifen.  In  reply, 
he  was  informed  that  Henfield  was  in  cuftody  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  over  whom  the 
executive  had  nocontroul  and  that  he  would  have  a  fair  trial  by  a  jury  of  his  coun- 
trymen. An  opinion  by  the  attorney-general,  was  enclofed.  In  this  it  was  ftated,. 
that  Henfidd  was  panifhable  on  various  grounds.  He  had,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  viola- 
ted the  treaties  of  peace  between  Spain,  England,  Holland,  and  America.  The  attor- 
ney-general farther  queftioned  the  right  of  citizen  Genet  to  interfere  in  this  tranfac- 
tion.  The  cafe  of  Singletary  came  under  the  fame  defcription.  Henfield  was  fome 
time  after  tried  at  Philadelphia.  The  attention  of  the  citizens  was  excited  to  the  ut- 
moft  height.  An  imir.enfe  croud  furrounded  the  court  hoafe  during  the  day  of  the 
trial.  The  jury  acquitted  Henfield.  On  the  14th  of  June,  the  French  minifter  lodg- 
ed another  complaint  with  the  fecretary  of  fiate.  Ths  fhip  William,  and  the  brig 
Active,  prizes  to  the  citizen  Genet,  were,  with  their  cargoes,  put  up  to  fale,  in  the 
port  of  Philadelphia.  A  deputy  marfhal  of  the  court  of  admiralty  of  the  united  ftutes 
attended  the  fale,  and  informed  the  bidders,  that  it  was  not  valid.  The  Republican,  a 
French  privateer,  had  been  fitted  out  at  New  York  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  cruiz- 
ing againft  the  enemies  of  the  republic.  She  was  detained  by  the  governor  of  that 
ftate,  who  appointed  a  detachment  cf  militia  to  take  poffeflion  of  her.  Thefe  pror 
J  mo . . 
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eeedings  were  reprefented  by  the  minifter  of  France,  as  injurious  to  the  friend fhip 
that  fuhfifted  between  the  two  nations.  With  regard  to  the  detention  of  the  priva- 
teer, Mr.  JefFerfon,  by  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  June,  informed  him,  that  the  preftdent" 
had  ordered  profecutions  to  be  commenced  againft  all  performs  concerned  in  the  ad 
venture,  whether  aliens  or  citizens.  In  the  firft  inftance,  of  Henfield  and  Singletary,  he 
had  been  defirous  to  involve  as  few  individuals  as  poffible  in  the  cenlure  of  the  law. 
But  the  fecond  oflfence  w?s  committed  after  a  full  knowledge  of  what  had  been  done 
in  the  firft,  and  hence  indicated  a  difpofition  to  go  on  in  contradiction  to  the  laws. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  enforce  their  full  rigour.  To  fupport  his  principles, 
Mr.  JefFerfon  quoted  Vattel  and  Wolf.  Another  French  prize,  the  Catharine  of 
Halifax,  was  fuon  after  ftopt  at  New  York,  and  gave  rife  to  freih  compilings.  A  new 
fource  of  difcontent  arofe.  Genet  wanted  money  from  the  treafury  of  the  united  ftates, 
in  part  payment  of  their  debt  to  France.  The  demand  was  nu^e  with  fome  abrupt- 
ness, and  it  was  not  found  convenient  for  the  American  government  to  comply  with 
it.  On  the  23.!  of  June,  Mr.  Jefferfon  gave  notice  to  citizen  Genet,  that  a  privateer, 
■fitted  out  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  for  the  Britifh  fervice,  had  been  arretted  by  the  go- 
vernor, in  confequenee  of  the  general  orders  of  the  prefident.  Genet,  in  anfwer,  ad- 
verted to  feveral  cafes,  where,  in  his  opinion,  the  fame  vigilance  had  not  been  obferv- 
ed.  Mr.  JefFerfon  replied,  that,  with  one  exception,  the  Swallow,  an  Englifh  letic? 
of  marque,  at  New-York,  the  obfervation  did  not  apply  •,  and  as  to  this  cafe,  it  mould 
fee  fubmitted  to  the  prefident.  Genet  fitted  out  the  Little  Democrat,  as  a  French  pri- 
vateer, and  intimated,  on  the  9th  of  July,  to  Mr.  JefFerfon  that  me  was  to  receive 
acammiffion  from  him,  for  the  fervice  of  the  republic.  Several  other  matters  of 
d-ifguil  and  controverfy  arofe,  till  at  laft,  the  prefident  determined  to  refer  the  quef- 
tkm  to  perfons  learned  in  the  laws.  In  the-mean  time,  to  act  with  impartiality  be- 
tween the  Britifh  and  French  minifters,  he  refolved,  that  nine  French  veffels,  either 
privateers  fitted  out  in  the  united  ftates,  or  prizes  made  by  fuch  privateers,  and 
which  were  fpecified  to  citizen  Genet  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferfon,  dated  the  12th 
of  July,  fhould  be  detained.  One  of  thefe  vefTels  was  the  little  Democrat,  which, 
without  any  regard  :o  this  injunction,  went  immediately  out  of  the  Delaware  on  a 
cruife.  On  the  4th  of  Auguft,  Genet  intimated  to  the  American  fecretary.  thit cer- 
tain ariftocratical  citizens  of  St.  Domingo,  iately  arrived  in  the  united  ftates,  were 
preparing  for  a  military  expedition  againft  that  ifland.  The  preparations  were  to  be 
made  within  the  ftate  of  Maryland  •,  and  the  governor  of  that  ftate  received  from  the 
American  executive,   the  neceffiiry  orders  to   prevent  it. 

In  the  beginnin-g  of  Auguft,  there  happened,  off  the  coaft  of  North  America,  a 
defperate  action  between  the  Ambufcade,  and  the  Bofton,  an  Englifh  frigate,  i-n  which 
the  latter  was  worfted.  About  this  time  a  party  of  militia  were  fent  down  to  fat 
Mirfiin,  by  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania,  to  prevent  privateers  of  different  nations 
from  violating  the 'aws  of  neutrality.  Genet  having  gone  to  New  York,  a  report 
was  foon  after  fpread,  that  he  had  threatened  to  appeal  from  the  prefident  to  the 
people,  on  the  points  in  agitation  between  them.  This  ftory  gave  occafion  to  much 
newfpaper  controverfy.  On  the  13th  of  Auguft,  Genet,  in  a  letter  to  the  prefident, 
dated  from  New-York,  folicited,  in  ftrong  terms,  a  vindication  from  having  faid  fij 
perfonally  to  him.  In  reply,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  by' a  letter  of  the  J  6th  of  Auguft.  gave 
him  to  underftand,  that  the  prefident  declined  to  interfere  in  the  difpute.  This  aug- 
mented the  fufpicion  that  the  charge  was  true.  Such  a  ftate  of  diplomatic  hof- 
tility  could  not  be  expected  to  hold  out  long,  without  coming  to  a  crifis.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  1 6th  of  Auguft,  Mr.  Jefferfon  addreffed  to  Mr.  Morris,  the  American 
ambaffidor  in  France,  a  long  letter,  foliciting  from  the  republic  a  recall  of  their  mi- 
n'fter.  A  copy  of  this  letter  was,  at  the  fame  time,  tranfmitted  to  Ge'net  himfelf. 
After  fo  full  a  detail,  as  has  been  already  given  of  the  proceedings  of  this  gentleman, 
it  feems  needlefs  to  enlarge  farther  on  the  grounds  of  his  recall.    The  yellow  fever, 
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which  broke  out  foon  after  at  Philadelphia,  put  a  temporary  fufpenfibn  to  the  eorrr> 
fponcknce  of  the  minifters,  while  the  general  attention  was  engrofTed  by  that  great- 
calamity.  On  the  10th  of  October,  the  prefident  withdrew  his  protection  from  citi- 
zen Duplaine  as  vice-  conful  for  the  republicofFrar.ee,  in  the  port  of  Bolton.  The- 
caufeaffigned  was,  his  '*  having  under  the  colour  and  protection  of  the  faid  office, 
committed  fundry  encroachments  and  infractions  on  the  laws  of  the  land  •,  and  par 
ticularly,  having  caufed  a  vefTel  to  be  refcued,  with  an  armed  force,  out  of  thecuf- 
tody  of  an  officer  of  juftice."  Genet  rempnftrated  in  warm  terms.  He  requefted  that 
citizen  Duplaine  might  be  examined  by  the  legislature  of  MnfTichufetts.  He  obferved, 
that  the  attorney -general  for  the  diftrict  of  Bofton,  had  made  three  efforts  to  procure 
a  bill,  to  be  found  at  the  court,  againft  the  vice  conful,  and  that  three  times  a  virtuous 
jury  threw  out  his  complaint  *,  and  Duplaine  was  finally  acquitted  in  the  moft  ho- 
nourable manner.  This  defire  was  refufed.  On  the  14th  of  November,  Genet  requef- 
ted  Mr.  Randolph,  attorney  general  for  the  united  ftates,  to  profecute,  at  the  enfuing- 
federal  court,  Mr.  Jay,  the  chief  jufliee,  and  Mr.  King,  a  fenatcr  of  the  united,  ftates. 
The  charge  againft  them  was,  they  had  certified  to  the  public,  in  a  newfpaper, 
that  Genet  had  declared  his  intention  to  appeal  from  the  prefident  to  the  people. 
The  propofal  was  declined,  of  which  the  minifter  made  loud  complaints.  The  report 
was  foon  after  traced  up  to  its  fource.  The  gentleman,  with  whom  it  finally  relied, 
gave  an  explanation  that  took  away  its  force,  and  left,  on  mefi'rs.  Jay  and  King,  an 
imputation  of  temerity  at  leaft. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1793,  the  third  congrefs  of  the  united  ftates  commenc- 
ed their  firft  feftlon.  The  prefident,  in  his  fpeech  to  both,  houfes,  exprefi'ed  a  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  confidence  that  he  enjoyed  in  being  again  chofen  to  that  office.  He  re- 
cited the  precautions  that  had  been  taken  to  avoid,  a  rupture  with  any  of  the  pow- 
ers at  war;  and  for  conciliating  the  difpofitions  of  the  Indians.  On  the  5th  of  De- 
cember he  fent  a  meffiage  to  thehoufe  of  the  reprefentatives,  which  ftated  that  although 
the  reprefentative  and  executive  bodies  of  the  French  nation  had  generally  manifest- 
ed a  friendly  difpofition  to  the  united  ftates,  yet  the  perfon  unfortunately  appoint- 
ed their  minifter  plenipotentiary,  had  breathed  nothing  of  the  friendly  fpirit  ofthe 
nation  which  fent  him.  His  proceedings  had  uniformly  tended  "  to  involve  us  in  war 
abroad,  and  difcord  and  anarchy  at  home."  Fie  hoped  that  the  French  government 
would  notlong  fuffer  the  united  ftates  to  remain  expofed  to  the  aflion  of  a  perfon 
who  had  fo  little  refpected  the  mutual  difpofitions  ofthe  two  countries*. 

In  the  end  of  November,  the  BritilTi  privateers  began  to  capture  American  vef- 
felsinthe  Weft  Indies.  The  pretence  was,  that  they  were  loaded  with  French  pro- 
perty. The  feizures  were,  in  many  cafes,  accompanied  with  the  meaneft  rapacity  and 
the  moft  favage  barbarity.  Many  infults,  and  even  outrages,  had,  in  the  fummer  of 
y793>  been  committed  on  the  American  flag,  in  the  Weft- Indies,  by  Britifli  fhips  of 
war;  but  thefe  former  aggreffions  bore  no  proportion  to  that  tempeft  of  piracy, 
which,  at  this  time,  fuddenly-burft  on  the  commerce  of  the  united  ftates.  In  the. 
courfe  of  a  few  months,  fome  hundreds  of  American  merchantmen  were  feized,  and,, 
with  their  cargoes,  confifcated  •,  for  the  moft  part,  on  pretences  utterly  frivolous  and 
falfe,  and  with  circumftances  which  made  a  mockery  of  decency  and  of  juftice. 

About  the  11th  of  December,    intelligence  was   likewife  received  at  Philadelphia,, 

*  On  the  20th  of  January,  1794,  the  prefident  fent  a  meffage  to  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
reTpefting  the  French  minifter.  His  conduct  had  been  unequivocally  difapproved  ;  his  recall  was 
promifed  and  foon  after  arrived.  Citizen  Genet  had  been  connected  with  the  Briffotine  party  ; 
and  the  humane  feelings  or  the  reader  will  be  gratified  by  hearing  that  he  chofe  to  rerrjaia  in 
trris  country.  He  had  been  fufficiently  zealous  to  ferve  the  republic,  and,  in  one  of  his  letter?, 
printed  by.  order  of  congrefs,  he  mentions,  that  the  privateeis,  fitted  out  by  his  dire&ions,  had 
taken  more  than  fijty  Englifh  veffels. 
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from  I.ffbon,  that  in  the  beg:nrsing  of  October,  feveral  Algerine  corfairs  hid  parted 
the  ftraits  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  captured  a  confiderable  number  of  American 
fhips  in  the  Weftern  Ocean.  In  July,  1785,  thefe  barbarians  had  made  prizes  of  two 
reflels  on  the  Atlantic,  belonging  to  the  united  dates,  and  the  furvivors  of  their 
crews  are  dill  in  captivity.  But  h'nce  tne  period,  the  gut  of  Gibraltar  had  been  con- 
ftantly  blocked  up  by  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  at  war  with  the  Algerines.  The  oc- 
casion of  the  prefent  attack  on  our  commerce,  from  that  quarter,  has  never  yet  been 
fully  underftood  •,  but  the  following  caufes  are  generally  admited  as  having  given 
rife  to  it.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  unfortunate  war,  which,  at  prefent,  fpreads 
defolarion'  and  bankruptcy  over  fo  great  a  part  of  Europe,  American  fhips,  bccaufe 
they  were  neutral,  obtained  the  preference  in  the  carrying  trade  to  thofe  of  England. 
They  were  not  liable  to  be  feized  by  French  privateers,  which  were,  in  every  part 
of  the  ocean,  fpreading  extenfive  and  terrible  ravage*.  American  /hipping  could 
therefore,  unmolefted,  tranfport  the  commodities  of  any  one  country  to  another.  This 
ad  vantage  gave  our  vefTels  a  decided  preference,  and  an  American  fliipmader  fre- 
quently received  twenty  per  cent,  more  for  the  fame  fre-'ght,  than  would  be  given  to 
rhe  captain  of  an  Englifh  vefTel.  This  humiliating  diftinction  alarmed  the  pride  and 
jealoufy  of  the  Englifh  nation.  Diverted  of  the  carrying-trade,  the  naval  dcfpotifm 
of  England  would  fhrink  into  a  fhadow.  Though  the  Americans,  for  fome  time  pad, 
Inve  been  making  rapid  drides  towards  her  expulfion  from  this  branch  of  naviga- 
tion, yet  England  could  hardly  venture,  at  this  critical  juncture,  upon  adding  a  fe- 
cond  republic  to  the  catalogue  of  her  enemies.  But  there  was  a  different  way  of  at- 
taining the  fame  purpofe.  A  truce  was  fuddenly  negociated  between  the  day.  of  Al- 
giers and  the  court  of  Portugal.  From  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs.  explicit  evi- 
dence cannot  be  produced,  that  this  truce  was  exprefsly  made  by  th*e  intervention  of 
England,  in  order  that  the  corfairs  might  be  turned  loofe  upon  the  American  com- 
merce ;  but  that  this  had  been  the  real  motive  and  origin  of  the  tranfaetion,  wa^,. 
at  once,  believed  all  over  the  continent,  and  has,  in  the  end,  been  hard!y,  if  at  all, 
denied  by  the  warmed  partisans  of  Britain.  The  pirates,  when  the  Portuguefe  fleet 
quitted  the  ftraits,  inftantly  ruflied  through  them,  and  captured  feveral  American 
vefTels,  the  crews  of  which,  to  the  amount  of  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  perfons, 
are,  at  this  time,  flaves  in  Algiers.  That  this  truce  did  not  originate  in  any  very  ear- 
ner!: endeavours  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Lifbon  is  evident,  fince  the  queen  of  Por- 
tugal has  long  fince  been  diflatisfied  with  the  terms  of  it  ;  and  her  fleet  ha?,  for  fe- 
veral months  pad,  again  blockaded  the  entrance  of  the  Mediterranean.  This  previ- 
ous explanation  became  necefTary,  for  rendering  intelligible  the  fubfequent  debates  of 
congrefs.  A  great  part  of  the  members  proceeded  upon  a  conviction  that  the  truce 
with  Portugal,  and  the  confequent  hodiKties  againd  America,  were  the  refult  of 
Englifh  gold,  and  Englifh  jealoufy.  Indeed,  the  conduct  of  that  nation,  both  in  the 
Wed  Indies,  and  in  Canada,  hath  fo  very  much  refembled  that  of  the  Algerines,  that 
their  political  reputation  can  gain  or  lofe  but  little  by  the  fuppofition,  whether  true 
or  falfe. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1794,  Mr.  Madifon  laid  on  the  table  of  thehoufe  of  repre- 
fentatives,  feven  refolutions.  As  the  bafis  on  which  they  were  founded,  this  gentle- 
man held  out  a  report  which  had  been  given  to  the  houfe,  a  few  days  before,  by  Mr. 
Jefferfon,  previous  to  his  refignation  as  fecretary  of  date.  This  report  refpected  the 
fituation  of  American  commerce,  with  regard  to  foreign  countries,  as  to  privileges 
and  redactions.  The  fird  of  thefe  refolutions,  which  have  fince  attracted  fuch  univerfal 
attention,  was  for  impofing  an  additional  duty  of  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  the  impor- 
tation of  a  great  variety  of  manufactures  from  nations  having  no  csmmercial  treaty  with 
the  united  Hates.  The  fecond  was  for  laying  an  additional  duty  of  per  ton,  on  the 
ftupping  of  fuch  dates.    We  have  not  room  to  detail  the  whole  of  the  refolutions,  of 
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which  thefe  two  were  the  mofr.  important  •,  for  on  them  refted  the  ftrength  of  the 
fubfequent  difcufiion,  The  defign  of  thefe  refolutions  was  very  eafily  difcovered. 
Britain  had,  ever  fince  the  end  of  the  war,  declined  entering  into  any  commercial  trea- 
ty with  the  united  ftates.  She  had  afforded  many  other  caufes  of  complaint,  and 
the  real  object  of  this  meafure  was  to  compel  her  to  come  to  fome  terms  of  accommo- 
dation, or  to  profcribe  her  manufactures  and  {hipping  almoft  entirely  from  the  Ameri- 
can market.  The  fubftance  of  the  bufinefs  was,  in  a  future  day,  briefly,  but  emphat- 
ically ftated  by  Mr.  Clark,  of  New-Jerfey.  He  obferved,  that  we  might  fay  to  the  JtJii- 
tifh,  "You  have  not  reftored  the  negroes  whom  you  ftole  at  the  end  of  the  war.  You 
have  not  given  up  the  weftern  pofts.  You  have  turned  loofe  the  Indians  and  Alge- 
rines.  Youinceflantly  rob  our  (hips  on  the  high  feas  ;  or  confifcate  them  aftera.  hur- 
Iefque  trial  in  your  Well-India  harbours.  You  are  not  to  commit  fuch  ravages  with, 
impunity.    We  fhall  have  nothing  to  do  with  your  manufactures  or  with  yoarfelvcs.'' 

Mr.  Madifon  introduced  his  refolutions,  by  obferving,  that  the  experience  of  fcye- 
ral  years  had  proved  the  prefent  commercial  fyftem  of  America  to  be  far  from  pro- 
ducing the  end  propoftd  by  it.  The  united  ftates  enjoyed,  by  nature,  the  moft  advan- 
tageous fituation  of  perhaps  any  country  in  the  world  for  fupporting  an  independent 
trade.  We  ought  to  contract  our  commercial  connexions  with  thofe  foreign  na- 
tions, who  treated  us  unfavourably,  and  extend  them  with  thofe,  by  whom  we  were 
kindly  ufed.  In  a  ftruggle  of  this  fort,  we  muft  poflefs  very  great  advantages  over 
every  country  with  which  we  trade.  Our  exports  confi ft  of  nece/Taries  of  lire,  or  of 
raw  materials  for  manufactures  fupported  in  Europe.  On  the  other  hand,  a  great  part 
of  our  imports  confifts  of  luxuries.,  which  we  can  want ;  but  the  manufacturers  of 
Europe  cannot  want  us.  A  day  was  named  for  taking  the  report  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  into 
confideration.  On  the  13th  of  January,  the  fubject  was  refunded,  and  the  debates 
which  it  occafioned  were  continued,  with  intervals,  for  fome  weeks.  The  difcuihon 
had  at  leaft  one  beneficial  effect,  that  of  a  large  addition  to  the  general  ftcck  of 
commercial  information.  As  it  is  quite  impoflible  to  give,  in  this  place,  an  aualyfis  of 
the  arguments  employed  en  each  fide,  we  Ihall  very  briefly  ihte  a  few  felect  fads 
which  appear  to  be  interefting,  and  which  are  not  commonly  known. 

Mr.  Madifon  prefentei  a  comparative,  view  of  the  American  and  foreign  tonnage, 
employed  in  the  refpective  branches  of  American  commerce,  in  1790.  They  ttood 
thus  : 


Spain,  as 

1   to 

s 

Portugal,         ... 

1  to 

6 

The  United  Netherlands, 

1  to 

'5 

Denmark,       - 

1   to 

12 

France,       - 

1   to 

5 

Britain,       .... 

5  to 

1 

Another  account  of  the  prefent  actual  tonnage,  but  liable  to  fame  objections,  w«s  as 

follows; 

Spain,          -         -  -           1   to   16 

Portugal,       -       -  „          1   to   17 

United  Netherlands,  -         1   to  26 

Denmark,        -       -  -          1  to   15 

Jtuffia,       -       -       -  =        1   to   14 

France,      •      -       •  •       1  to  between  4  and  5 

Britain,  nearly  as  -         3  to     4 
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By  this  laft  eftimate,  the  entire  trade  between  Brirain  and  A  meiica  employs  two 
hundred  and  twenty- two  thoufand  tons.  Of  this,  Britain  had  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
fix  thoufand  tons,  and  nine  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty  feamen,  and  America 
fixty-fix  thoufand  tons,  and  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety  feamen.  The 
united  ftates  confume  Britifh  manufactures  to  double  the  value  of  what  Biitain 
takes  from  us,  and  quadruple  the  amount  of  what  she  confumes.  One  half  of  her 
imports  from  America  are  exported  again,  by  her,  toother  nations  of  Europe.  Thefe 
cuftomers,  if  Britifh  veflels  wereprofcribed,  would  come  to  this  country  foi  themfdves, 
or  employ  American  bottoms.  By  an  authentic  document,  it  appeared,  that  in  1790, 
the  manufactured  articles,  imported  into  the  united  ftates,  amounted  to  fifteen  millions 
two  hundred  and  five  thoufand,  fix  hundred  and  thirty  eight  dollars,  and  ninety- feven 
cents.  Of  thefe,  we  received  from  or  through  the  medium  of  Brita'n,  to  the  value  of 
thirteen  millions,  nine  hundred  and  fixty  five  thoufand,  four  hundred  and  fixty. four 
dollars  and  ninety  five  cents.  France  confumes  a  greater  quantity  of  our  produce 
than  Britain.  Yet  the  manufactures  imported  in  1790,  from  France,  amounted  to  no 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  dollars 
and  fixtv  three  cents.  Thus,  though  France  was  a  better  cuftomer  than  Britain  to 
the  united  ftates,  yet  our  imports  from  the  former  were  only  equal  to  one  ninetieth 
part  of  thofe  from  the  latter.  This  was  one  of  the  improper  circumftances  which  the 
new  regulations  were  to  correct.  To  give  a  fuller  view  of  our  foreign  commerce 
Mr.  Madifon  ftated  the  balances  with  the  feveral  nations  of  Europe,  and  their  domi- 
nions, as  follow: 

Dollars. 

'Spain,              -              -  1 ,670,797  in  favour  of  the  united  ftates. 

■Portugal,          -              -  1,687,699  ditto. 

United  Netherlands,       -  79  i,i  >8  ditto. 

Sweden.,               -              -  32,965  ditto. 

France,               -               -  2,630,387  ditto. 

Denmark,              -             .-  126,949  againft  the  united  ftates. 

Britain,          -              -  5,922,012  ditto. 

Mr.  Madifon  fpecified  a  great  number  of  very  arbitrary  and  opprefilve  prohibit 
(ions  and  reftrictions  to  which  American  products  are  fubjected  in  the  Britifh  mar- 
ket. Wheat  and  flour,  for  example,  are  prohibited,  till  the  price  has  rifen  to  fix  {hil- 
lings and  three  pence  fterlingper  bulhel.  In  France,  thefe  ftaple  articles  are  permitted 
at  the  trifling  duty  of  one-eighth  per  cent.  Many  other  commodities  are  in  a  like 
fituation.  Gratitude  requires  that  we  fliouid  make  fome  difcrimination  in  return,  to 
favour  French  manufactures. 

The  encouragement  of  our  carrying-bufinefs  is,  in  a  high  degree,  interefting  to 
every  one  of  the  united,  ftates.  This  will  appear  from  the  following  facts.  It  is  to  be 
obferved  that  Britain,  which  at  prtfent  pofleiTes  fo  great  apart  of  it,  has  been  within 
an  hundred  years,  from  1689  to  1789,  at  war  during  forty-two  years,  with  other  na- 
tions of  Europe,  which  is  about  three  years  out  of  feven.  This  very  considerably 
raiits  the  rate  of  freight  in  her  (hipping. 

Dollars, 

The  whole  annual  exports  of  the  united  ftates  may  be  ftated  at  25,000,000 

Britain  carries  two- fifths  of  thefe  in  value,  that  is  to  fay,  -  10,000,000 

Freight  and  infurance  on  this,  in  times  of  peace,  about  twenty 

two  and  one- half  per  cent.  -  -  -  -        2,250,000 

The  fame  charges  in  war  are  very  various,  according  to  the  circum- 
ftances of  the  war  ;  -we  may  fay,  however,  -fifty-five  per  cent.  5,500,00© 

7ou  II.  4  H 
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Dollars. 
The  difference  between   freight  and  infurance,  in  peace  and  war,  then, 

is  annually  -----  -  3,250,000 

Taxed  on  our  agriculture  by  Britifh  wars,  during  their    continuance,  and  by  our 
dependence  on  Britifh  bottoms. 

In  every  term  offeven  years,  therefore,  America  pays  three  times  three  millions 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  This,  upon  an  average,  is  annually  and  con- 
ftantly  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  (even 
dollars  more  than  fhe  would  pay,  if  her   own  fhipping   were  competent  to  the  ti  an l- 
portation  of  her  own  productions,    Befides,  many  bulky  articles  cannot  bear  the  ex- 
penfe  of  a  war  freight,  fo  that  their  total  lofs  is  to  be  added  to  that  before  eftimated. 
In  t  791,  the  tobacco  exported  to  Britain,  was  fixty   (even   thoufand  two  hundred 
and  eighty  fix  hogfheads.  The  return  for  another  year  dates  the   quantity  at  fifty  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  five  hogfheacs.     From    the  revenue  returns  of  Britain,  it 
appears,  that  the  annual  homeconfumption  of  this  article  was  about  nine  thoufand  fix 
hundred  hogfheads.  Thus,  five  fixths  of  the  qmntity  imported  into  Britain  were  again 
exported  to  other  nations.      If  Britifh  navignrion  were  laid    afide  by  us,  thefe  nations 
would  export  it  for  themfelves,  in  their  own  vefTels,  or  in  thofe  of  the    united  ftates. 

Of  rice,  the  medium  quantity  imported  by  Britain  from  this  country,  in  1792,  was"; 
two  hundred  and  ninety-four  thoufand  eight  hundred    and  ninety   weight.       Cfth's* 
quantity  more  than  one  halt*  is  re-exported. 

The  total  quantity  of  tobacco,  annually  exported  from  America,  is  about  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  hogfheads.      Of   thefe,  France  confumes    about  twenty-five  thoufand, 
which  is  not  much  lefs  than  three  times  the  quantity  ufed  in  Britain. 

Of  the  flour  and   grain  exported  to  Britain,  there  is  not  more  than  one-fourth  part 
confumed  in  the  country.      The  reft  is  re  exported  ;  and  chiefly  to  France.      Mr.  Ma- 
difon  was  of  opinion,  that  in  the  actual  confumption  of  our  products,  France  exceed .. 
ed  Britain  by  near  a  million  of  dollars  per  annum. 

He  went  into  a  fummary   of   the   annual    loftes   fuftained  by    this   country    from 
the  injuftice  and    reftlefs  ambition  of  England.        After   iiluftrating   the  various 
topics  of  expenfe,  he  read  the  following  account   of  damages  received  annually  by 
America. 

Dollars 
Indian  war,         --•.->_.  1,000,000 

The  lofs  of  the  fur- trade,  .......  200,000 

Dependence  on  Britifh    bottoms,   by  which  the  infurance,  as  above 

(la ted,  was,   upon  an  average,  raifed   anually,  -  1,390,000' 

New  articles  for  the  year  1793.     Algerins  depredations,  -  6oo,coo 

Infurance  raifed  by  ditto,  -  .  .  200,00a- 

Britifn  depredations  i:j  the  Weft-Indies,  -  .  150,000 

N.  B.   Thefe  piracies  were  continued,  for  a  longtime  after,  and 
have  fince  been  eftimated  from  two  to  four  millions  of  dollars. 
Ccnfequent  detriment  to  our  trade,  400,000 


Total  lofs,  in  1793,  by  Britain,.  3,040,000 


....age  -. 

curs  pay  m  their  pcrts.     What  is  mere  effectual,  we  have  impofed  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
duties,  when  the  dutied  articles  are  borne  in  foreign   bottoms.     We  have  alfo  made 
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the  coafting  trade  a  monopoly  to  our  own  vefTels.    To  prove  the  great  importance  cf 
thefe  regulations,  and  trie  rapid  augmentation  of  American  {hipping,  Mr.  Ames  read 


the  folowing  ftatement. 


Tonnage. 
American,  1789, 
Foreign, 

American,  1790, 
Foreign, 


Tens. 

297,46s 

265, 1 16 

347>663 
258,916 


American, 
Foreign, 


l79h 


American,  i792* 
Foreign, 


363,810 

240,799 

415,330 

244,263 


Excefs  of 
American 
tonnage. 
32>35* 

88,747 


123,011 


171,067 


It  was  expected  that  the  prohibition  of  the  American  market  would  have  a  ruin- 
ousenPed:  on  Englifh  manufactures,  and  fo  force  the  court  of  London  to  give  us  our 
own  terms.  To  this  position,  Mr.  Ames  could  not  agree.  In  1792,  Britain  exported 
manufactures  to  the  value  of  eighteen  millions  three  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.  Of  thefe  America  did  not  take  a  fixth-part.  Her  Britifh  imports  are  lefs  than 
three  millions  fteiling.  He  judged  that  this  defalcation  could  not  have  any  decifive 
confequerces  on  the  public  meafures  of  England- 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Wadfworth  oppofed  the  refolutions  on  a  different  ground.  There' 
were  law  fuits  at  prefent  depending  before  the  Britiih  courts  of  admiralty,  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  American  merchants,  to  recover  the  property  feized  by  Britifh  privateers. 
He  was  convinced,  that  if  the  refolutions  were  adopted,  the  merchants  never  would 
recover  a  farthing  from  the  Britifh  judges,  of  the  immenfe  fums  claimed,  which 
were  faid  to  be  one  million  of  dollars  ;  confequently  thefe  merchants  would  be  ruined'. 
The  refolutions  would  drive  a  great  proportion  of  our  Shipping  out  of  emplo)  ment  ; 
but  this  he  did  not  confider  as  a  misfortune  ,  for  there  is  a  much  greater  proportion  of 
the  -mercantile  capital  of  America  engaged  in  that  bufinefs,  than  can  be  for  the  advantage  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Scott  put  the  quefticn  in  a  very  plain  light,  as  to  the  inconvenience  that 
America  would  fuffer  from  the  want  of  Britifh  manufactures.  The  United  States 
contain  at  lead  four  millions  and  a  half  of  people.  Upon  an  average  their  bedding 
and  clothing  is  at  leaft  ten  dollars  per  head  annually,  or  in  whole,  forty- five  millions 
of  dollars.  Where  do  all  thefe  manufactures  come  from  ?  Suppofe  that  Britifh  im- 
ports were  two  millions  fterling,  and  one  half  of  them-  in  clothing,  the  amount  was 
but  four  millions  and  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  or  one- tenth  part  of  the  annual 
confumption.     There  is  no  danger  that  we  fhould  be  at  alofs,  on  this  account. 

After  a  difcufiion  of  feveral  week?,  the  firft  refolution  was  carried  in  a  committee 
of  tne  whole  houfe,  by  a  fmall  majority.  In  the  mean  time,  the  danger  from  Britiih 
depredations  augmented  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  the  whole  bufinefs  was  laid  afide  to 
make  room  for  a  more  prompt  motion.  This  was  partly  grounded  on  additional  in- 
ftructions,  that  had  been  given  by  the  Britifh  miniftry  at  St.  James's,  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1793.  They  were  keptfecret  for  a  considerable  time,  and  did  not  appear  in 
the  Philadelphia  newfpapers,  till  the  yth  of  March,  1794.  The  tenor  of  them  was,  that 
the  commanders  of  Britifh  mips  of  war  and  privateers  "  mould  flop  and  detain  all 
Ships  laden  with  goods,  the  produce  of  any  colony  belonging  to  France,  or  carrying  any 
provifions  or  ether  fupplies  to  an?  fuch  colony,  and  fhould  bring  the  fame  to  legal  adju- 
dication in  the  Britifh  courts  of  admiralty."  Thefe  inftructions  were  inftantly  followed 
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by  the  feizure  of  an  immenfe  number  of  American  veffels.  It  was  generally  thought, 
that  thty  had  been  for  a  long  time  referved  from  publication,  even  while  the  Britifh 
cruifers  acted  upon  their  authority,  left  the  united  ftates  might  take  the  alarm,  and 
keep  their  mips  within  their  own  harbours.  Several  memorials  en  thefe  piracies  having 
been  presented  tocongrefs,  Mr.Da\ ton,  on  the  27th  .of  March,  1794  moved  two  re- 
factions in  the  houfe  of  reprefuitatives.  They  were  in  thefe  words.  "•  Refolved  that 
"  provifion  cught  to  be  made  by  law,  for  the  fcqucjfr alien  of  all  the  debts  due  from 
"  the  citizens  of  the  united  ftates  to  the  fubjects  of  the  king  of  great  Britain." 

"  Refolved  that  provifion  ought,  in  a  like  manner,  to  be  made  for  fecuring  the  pay- 
"  ment  of  all  fuch  debts  into  the  treafury  of  the  united  ftates,  there  to  he  held  as  a 
"  pledge  for  the  indemnification  of  fuch  of  the  citizens  of  the  united  ftates,  as  fhall 
"  have  fur/Fered from  the  fhips  of  war,  privateers,  or  frcm  any  perfon  or  defcription 
"  of  perfons  acting  under  the  commifiicn  or  authority  of  the  Britifh  king,  in  contra- 
"   venticn  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrality." 

Many  obj.e^5lions  were  made,  not  only  fo  the  expediency,  but  the  morality  of  this 
fcheme.  By  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Madifon,  fifty  or  an  hundred  thcufand  manufac- 
turers would  perhaps  have  been  caft  idle  ;  but  by  the  prefent  refolutioi.s,  fix  o:  tight 
millions  ftet ling  would  at  once  have  been  abftracted  from  the  commercial  capital  of 
Britain.  This  might  have  been  a  fatal  ftroke  to  that  country;  but  the  oppofition 
proved  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  dropt  •,  and  an  expedient,  in  the  middle  courfc  between 
this,  and  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Madifon,   was  propofed  in  its  flead. 

About  the  25th  of   March    there  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  a  copy  of  a  new  fet  of 
inftructioivs  to  commanders  of  (hips  of  war,    publifhed    by  the  king  of  Britain.      The 
orders.of  the  6th  of  November  were,  with    peculiar    meanncfj,  kept   frcm  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Britiftr  nation,  till   ir.teHiger.ee  came  to   London,  that  -in  Cunfequenre  of 
thefe  orders,  the  American  (hipping  in  the  W.eft  Indies  had  been    ft  1  zed  by  the  Eri-tilh 
privateers.      Had  tl  is  trtatmtnt.beon  reftricted  to  a    few  GrmgglijPg    yeftels  it  would 
hr.ve  ciuf-rd    no  alarm  ;  but  ageneial  att-.ck  on  the  property  of  the  united  ftates  filled 
.fht  mei  chants  of  London  wtih  great  and  \\el.  founded  coi.ftcrnation.     They  expected 
not!" irVg  but  a  geneial  confifcation  cf  Britifh  debts    in    the  united   ftates,  with  an  im- 
Diediaie^deqlaratipnof  war.     A  meeting  was    inftantly  held,   by  gentlemen  concerned 
ii]  the   An. trie  1:1    trade,   and  a  depuration    waited   en  one   cf  the  fecretaries  of  rtate. 
They  represented  the  orders  of  the  gth  cf  November,    J  793.   in    their  genuine  colours 
of  rafhnefs  .and  atrocty,     They  received  an  aft.brance  from  the  jniniftry,  that  thefe  or- 
ders fhould  hi  revoked,  in    fo  far  as  the   united  ftates  we  re  entitled  to  complain  of- 
thtm  ;   and  the  fecond  fet  of  inftructions,  dated   the   8th  of  January,  1794,    were  ac- 
cordingly nund.   About  the  end  of  March,  a  letter  was  received  at  Bofton,  from  a 
mercantile  hqi;fe  in  London,   with  a  copy  of  this  paper   inclcftd.     It  w.as   di (patched 
by  an  exprefs  to  Philadelphia,  were  a  copy  cf  the  fame  orders  had  arrived*  few  davs 
before.  It', was  then  loudly  aflerted,    that  the  new  orders  had  abiblutelr  repealed  the 
former  inftructions  ;   and  Mr.  Dayton  having,  juft  about  this  time,  made  his  propofal 
for  fcqueftiating  Britifh  property,  it  was,  as   above   cbferved,  reprobated  with  great 
violence.  Much  was  faid  about  the  juftice  and  magnanimity  cf  Britain.  It  was  affirmed, 
that  the  former  orders  mutt  have  been  iffued  from  inadvertency,    and  an  immediate 
and  complete  indemnification  for  all  the  depredations  in  the  Weft-Indies  was  fpoken 
of  as  a  certain  event.  The  extreme  exultation  betrayed,  at  this  juncture,  was  both  pufil- 
lanimous  and  abfurd.  It  was  mean  to  exult  in  receiving  as  a   favour,  what  America 
was  entitled  to  demand  as  a  right.    It  was  abfurd  to   fav,   that  there  was  any  favour 
granted  •,   fornever  was  the  attention  of  mankind  more  completely  buriefqued,  than 
by  thtfe  additional  inftructions.   On  a  fecond  and  fober  perufal,  they  were  found  to  be 
of  nearly  the  fame  purport  with  their  predeceiTors  of  the  6th  of  November.   They  had, 
indeed,   a  fingle  variation,  which  afforded  no  fertile  field  for  panegyric  or  gratitude. 
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If  an  American  vefiel  was  acquitted  in  a  Britifh  court  of  admiralty,  me  was  to  be  dif- 
m\ftt&,  fubjecl  only  to  charges.  By  this  regulation  it  was  fuppofed,  that  the  king  of  Eng- 
land had  a  right  to  feize  and  detain  any  foreign  veffel  for  whatever  time  his  cruifers 
thought  fit,  and  fo  much  longer,  as  till  they  were  paid  for  the  expenfes  of  that  very 
feizure,  which  their  own  judges  declared  to  be  unwarrantable)  Everyday  brought 
an  account  of  frefh  piracies-,  and  fo  litt'e  were  circumftances  mended  by  thefe  new 
inftru&ions,  that  on  the  12th  of  May  thereafter,  Mr,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  who 
was  a  zealous  friend  to  moderate  meafures,  declared  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
that  even  then,  the  fecond  orders  had  produced  no  alteration  for  the  better. 

In  the  mean  time,  various  meafures  had  been  adopted  for  the  fafety  of  the  country. 
A  bill  to  provide  a  naval  armament  againft  the  Algerines,  paft  on  the  roth  of  March, 
in  the  houfe  of  reprefentativcs.  It  was  to  confift:  of  four  (hips,  of  forty  four  guns  each, 
and  two  of  thirty- fix  guns.  The  fum  eftimated  for  the  expence  of  this  fquadron  was  fix 
hundred  thoufand  dollars.  A  wide  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  in  the  houfe,  upon 
this  meafure.  It  was  oppofed  by  the  greater  part  of  the  gentlemen,  who  had  efpoufed 
the  refolntions  of  Mr.  Madifon.  The  yeas  were  50  ;  nays  39.  The  bill  went  through 
the  fenate,  and  the  building  of  the  frigates  has  fince  been  begun. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  a  motion  palled  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  for  an  em- 
bargo during  thirty  days,  on  all  fhipping  bound  to  any  foreign  port.  On  the  26th, 
it  was  affented  to  by  the  fenate,  and,  on  the  fame  day,  figned  by  the  prefident.  It 
was  received  by  the  public  at  large  with  univerlal  fatisfaction. 

On  the  3  tft  of  March,  the  houfe  refolved  that  an  additional  corps  of  eight  hundred 
artillery- men  fhould  be  r-aifed  for  garrifoning  the  fortifications  that  may  be  erected  for 
the  defence  of  the  fea-coafb.  Alfo,  that  the  prefid-ent  fhould  be  empowered  to  call  on 
the  executives  of  the  feveral  ftates,  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  organizing  eighty 
thoufand  effective  militia,  officers  included.  A  bill  to  this  purpofe  went  through  both 
houfi.s,  and  was  figned  on  the  9th  of  May  by  the  prefident. 

On  the  syfh  of  April,  a  continuation  of  the  embargo  was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  till  the  25th  of  May  following.  The  refolution  paft  the  fenate  and  Was 
figned  by  the  prefident  next  day. 

On  the  gift  of  April  a  refolution  paft  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  "  that  from  and 
"  after  the  fr  ft  of  November  next,  allcommercial  intercourfe  fhould  be  prohibited 
■««  between  the  united  ftates  and  the  fubjects  of  Britain,  or  the  citizens  or  fubjects  of 
"  any  other  nation,  as  far  as  refpects  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Bri- 
"  tain  or  Jreland."  This  refolution  was  intended  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  propofed 
iequeftraticn  of  Britilh  debts  ;  and  it  muft  have  had  a  ruinous  effect  upon  the  mer- 
cantile credit  of  Briraift.  In  lefsthanayearofhoftilities  againft  the  republic  of  France, 
one  half  of  the  foreign.commerce  of  England  had  been  dtftroyed,  and  bankruptcies 
had  taken  place  to  the  bttent  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  fterling.  The  trade  with 
America,  which  had  fotmerly  compofed  only  onejixib  part  of  the  Britifh  commerce, 
may  now  be  fafely  rated  k  one-third,  or  at  leaft  one- fourth  part  of  it.  A  bill,  in  con- 
fluence of  the  above  reftlution,  was  brought  in  ;  and  on  the  25th  of  April,  it  was 
finally  carried  in  the  hoife  of  reprefentatives  ;  but  it  was,  on  the  28th,  rejected 
by  the  fenate.  On  the  30b,  a  refolution  was  brought  forward  for  indemnifying  the 
citizens  of  the  united  ftatjs,  who  had  fuffered  by  Britifh  depredations  in  the  Weft- 
Indies.  The  mover,  Mr.  (Jo^dhue,  had  oppofed  all  the  modes  of  indemnification  pro- 
pofed at  the  expenfe  of  Br^ain.  His  motion  was  for  that  time  withdrawn.  On  the 
15th  of  May,  it  was  again  \rought  forward,  and  by  a  majority  of  fifty Teven  againft 
thirty-one,  it  was  referred  \  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  whom  were  like- 
wife  referred  certain  propofiTons  for  the  fequeftration  of  Britifh  debts. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  a  mo|on  was  made  and  negatived  in  the  fenate,  for  fufpending 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treat  of  peace  with  Britain.     This  article  refpeds  the  pay- 
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ment  of  debts  due  to  Brinih  fubjecls.  On  the  12th  of  May,  a  motion  was  made  m 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  that  the  embargo  Should  continue  till  the  20th  of  June  ; 
but  it  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  feventy- three  againft  thirteen.  The  em- 
bargo was  therefore  fuffered  to  expire  on  the  25th  current.  As  one  reafon  for  taking' 
it  off,  Mr.  Wadfworth  remarked,  that- a  million  of  buShcls  of  fait  were  ftill  wanted- 
to  complete  the  fupply  of  the  united  States,  for  the  prefent  feafon  •,  and  that  they 
would  coft  a  million  of  dollars  dearer,  unlefs  the  embargo  was  removed:  On  this  oc- 
cafion,  a  letter  and  memorial  were  read  in  congrefs,  which  had  been  tranfmitted  from 
Charleston.  The  memorial  was  fubfcribed  by  forty-eight  merchants  and  others,  inha- 
bitants of  Charlefton,  who  had  fuffered  by  Britifn  depredations.  The  fubfcribers-- 
complained  much  of  the  flownefs  and  timidity  of  congrefs  in,  avenging  fuch  an  accu- 
mulation of  infults  and  outrages.     They  ftated,  that 

Dollars. 
Their  own  veffels  and  cargoes,  actually  condemned,  amounted  to  226,403 
Ditto  detained  -  -  -  -  -       _    -  -  188,975 

Ditto  liable  to  lofs  under  the  inftructions  of  the  BritiSh  > 

cabinet        -------  j  '       2P7,7Z5 

Total.  7*3>li3. 

It  was  ftated  by  another-  member;  that  there  had  been  condemned  nineteen  veiTds- 
belonging  to  the  port  of  Saltm,   which,  with  their  cargoes,   were  valued  at  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  From  thefe  two  particular 'inftances,  the  reader  will 
eafily  judge,  that  the  total  amount  of  damages  muft  have  extended  to  feveral  millions 
of  dollars.     It  has  fince  been  ur.deiftood,  that  the  embargo  was  removed  exactly  in 
time  to  fare  the  Britifh  Weft-Indies  from  a  famine.   The  price  of  flour  had  been  raifed 
to  an  exceflive  height ;  and  every- appearance  indicated  an  approaching  dearth.  On  the 
fame  day  that  this  queftion  was  decided   in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  the  citizens 
of  Bofton  held  a  very  numerous  meeting:     By  a  great  majority,  they   "  refolved,  as 
the  fenfe  of  the.  inhabitants,  that  the  general  embargo,  impofed  by  the  legislature  of 
the  united  ftates,  on   the  navigation  and  commerce   within   the  fame,   is  a  meafure 
founded  in  the  higheft  policy  and  wifdom.'*  They,  likewife,  "  unanimoufly  refolved, 
that  the  inhabitants?  of  Bofton  will  cordially  acquiefce  in  the  continuance  of  the  embar- 
go, until,   in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  the  objects  contemplated  by  that  meafure  Shall 
be  fullv  accomplifned."  Thefe  resolutions  were  tranfmitted  to  Philadelphia  by  exprefs, 
and  read  in  Congrefs  on  the  1  5th  of  May.   A  copv,  fubferihea  by  the  town-clerk,  was 
fentnot  only  to  the  members  from  MaSl'achu  Setts,  but  alfotcMr.  Madifon,  colonel 
Parker,  and  Mr.  Giles,  reprefentatives  from  Virginia.    The  fcgolarity  of  this  proce- 
dure, deferves  an  explanation.     It  had  been  expected  and  fo'etcld,  that  the  eafttrn  cr 
New- England  ftates  would  be  mere  forward  in  meafures  ofredrefs  and  defiance  than 
any  other  part  of  the  federal  union.      But,  when   prcpc-fal*  of  this  nature  came  to  be 
debated  in  congrefs,  the  ftrength  of  opposition  to  them  la'  in  the  members  from  that: 
quarter  •,  and,  which  had  not  been  looked  for,  the  foutherr  members  were  almoft  una- 
nimous on  the  other  fide.     It  was  fometirr.es  hinted  in  c.ngrefs,  that  the  conduct  of. 
the  eaftern  reprefentuives  was.not  univerfaliy  approved  a  by  their  conftituents  ;  and  ' 
the  circumftance  above-mentioned  tends  to  confirm  the  iifpicion.     On  the    19th  of : 
Mav,  a  memorial,   requefting  a  farther  continuation   of  he  embargo,   was  prefented 
from  the  town  of  Salem.      On  this  day  alio,  a  memoria  was  read  from  the  houfe  of' 
representatives  of  the  territory   fouthweftof  the  Ohic     They  ftated  the  hardships- 
which  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  had  fuffered  fromthe  Cherokees.  The  maSTacre 
of  two  hundred  people,  and  the  lefs  of  two  thoufandhcrfes  worth  an  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  formed  a  part  of  the  catalogue  of  their  dii'aftrs.     They  Solicited  a  more  ef- 
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fectual  fyftem  of  defence.  A  bill  on  this  fubject  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in.  Among 
the  taxes  newly  propofed,  there  was  one  for  an  addi;ional  duty  of  there  cents  per 
bumel  upon  fait.  It  was  this  day  rejected  ;  but  in  the  courfc  of  the  debate,  a  mem- 
ber, from  the  weftern  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  having  oppofed  this  tax,  as  oppreflive 
to  his  constituents,  Mr.  Clark,  of  New-  Jerfey,  made  fome  curious  obfervations  on  their 
averfion  to  fuppcrting  a  fhare  of  the  public  burdens.  He  faid,  that  it  was  beyond  his 
comprehension,  for  what  fort  of  tax  the  gentleman  was  prepared  to  vote  ;  or,  indeed, 
what  fort  of  taxes  the  weftern  fettlers  of  Pennfylvania  pay.  "  We  lay  a  duty  on  fugar : 
They  make  fugar  for  themfelves.  We  lay  a  tax  on  tobacco  :  They  tell  us,  that  every 
family  is-to  raife  and  manufacture  it  for  themfelves.  We  lay  an  excife  on  distilleries : 
They  refufe  to  pay  this  tax  •,  and,  in  fact,  they  do  not  pay  it..  "We  tax  wines  ;  but, 
we  are  told,  that  thefe  people  are  poor.  They  cannot,  therefore,  afford  to  drink  wine, 
on  which  the  duty  is  very  heavy  ;  for,  that  duty  is  paid  only  by  the  rich.  We  tax  the 
importation  of  foreign,  fineries  •,  fuch  as  filk  ;  but,  Silk  alfo  is  not  the  drefsof  poor 
people  :  fo  that,  here  again,  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  get  off.  We  are  going  to 
tax  the  importation  of  foreign  coals  •,  but,  they  have  plenty  of  their  own  •,  and,  fo  fir 
from  paying  a  tax  on  them,  are  cutting  a  canal  to  bring  them  down  to  Philadelphia  ; 
which  will  drive  out  the  importation  of  foreign  coals  ;.  and  fo  deftroy  the  tax  altoge- 
ther. Under  thefe  circumstances,  Mr.  Clark  was  folicitous  to  learn,  what  taxes  the 
back  fettlers  paid  ?  for,  as  ftr  as  he  could  understand,  they  paid  none  !  and,  their  re- 
prefentative  would  do  well  to  infoim  the  houfe,  on  what  they  were  willing  to  pay  a  tax? 
Was  government  to  be  burdened  with  them*  and  derive  no  compenfition  ?  Was  it  a. 
fufficient  reafon  for  exempting  a  district,  from  public  burdens-,  to. fay,  that  the.peoole 
are  poor  ?   Are  taxes  to  be  paid 'exclusively  by  the  rich  ?""' 

On  the  20th  of  May,  a  meffage  was  received  by  the  houfe  of  reprefen?a\;ves  from 
the  prefident.  He.  Stated;  that  there  had  been  fome  danger  of  hostilities  againftthe  ter- 
ritories of  Spain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  united  ftates.  Some  papers,  including  a 
correfpondence  with  the  governor  of  Kentucky,  accompanied  the  meflkge,  and  were 
read  to  the  houfe.  The  tone  of  the  governor  indicated,  that  he  would  make  no  vigo- 
rous exertions  to  prevent  the  expulsion  ofthe-Spaniards  from  the  banks  of  the  Miiiiflippi. 
He  fpoke  ot  them. as  a  perfidious  and  worthlefs  people,  who  were  conftantly  exciting 
the  f-ivages  to  murder  the  fettlers  on  the  new  lands.  That  the  accufation  is  juft,  there 
can  be  no  quefiion.  The  fame  practice  is  embracedand  almoft  avowed  by  the  Englifh 
government  in  Canada,  though  we  are  faid  to  be  at-peace  with  both  thefe  nations.  On 
an  impartial  examination,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  guilt  and  infamy  of  this  practice 
exceeds,  by  a  considerable  degree,  that  of  any  other  fpecies  of  crimes  recorded  in  hif- 
tory.  It  is  v/orfe  than  even  the  African  flive-trade  •,  becaufe,  though  the  latter  has 
coil:  millions  of  lives,  yet  plunder,  not  aSTaSTmation,  is  the  object  of  purfuit  ;  where- 
as, a  plan  for  exciting  the  Indians  to  butcher  the  people  of  the  united  ftates,  can  arife 
only  from  a  genuine  third:  for  human  blood. 

About  this  period  of  the  feffion,  a  variety  of  new  taxes  came  in  order  of  dif- 
cu'Tion,  and  the  debates  on  this  fubject  were  long  and  obftinate.  It  is  foreign  to  our 
defign  to  give  a  detail  of  the  proceedings  en  this  head  •,  but  a  few  particulars,  which 
ferve  to  mark  the  general  ftate  of  the  continent,  may  be  interefting.  An  excife  on  fnuft 
and  tobacco  met  with  a  fteady  opposition.  It  was  urged,  that  the  tax  would  ferve  only 
to  put  an  end  to  the  manufacture  of  tobacco,  at  leaft  in  all  the  fouthern  ftates,  where 
it  grows  common  ;  becaufe  the  confumers  would  content  themfelves  with  ufmg  it  in  its 
natural  ftate.  It  was  therefore  at  laft  ftruck  out.  The  excife  on  fnuff  is  referred  to  theoath 
of  the  manufacturer  ;  fo  that  there  feems  a. considerable  danger  of  this  tax  producing 
perjury.  A  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  was  projected  on  refined  fugar.  On  the  23d 
of  May,  Mr.  Mu  deaberg,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  oppofed  this  ex- 
cife, in  Strong  terms.     He  complimented  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  for 
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their  ingenuity  in  having  difcovered  this  fource  of  revenue,  which  had  efcaped  the 
government  of  England,  a  country  where  almoft  every  thing  is  under  an  excife.  The 
manufacture  is,  in  America,  only  in  its  infant  ftate  ;  'though  even  already  a  quantity 
can  be  made  more  than  fuffkient  for  the  confumption  of  the  united  fta'es.  Laft  year, 
however,  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  refined  fugar  were  imported  ;  for  the 
price  of  raw  fugars  had  become  fo  high,  that  fame  houfes  did  not  work  at  all,  and 
others  worked  for  only  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  year.  He  affirmed  that  this 
duty  would  absolutely  extirpate  the  manufacture  ;  becaufe  England  allows  a  draw- 
back of  twenty-fix  fhiltin^s  fterling  per  hundred  weight,  on  the  exportation  of  her 
refined  fugar,  which  would  enable  the  dealers  of  that  country  to  underfell  thofe  of 
America,  unlefs  a  much  larger  duty  was  laid  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  refined 
fugar,  than  he  had  yet  heard  mentioned.  Inftead  of  this  tax,  he  propofed  one  upon 
raw  fu?ar.  By  the  laft  returns,  which  he  had  feen,  twenty-five  millions  of  pounds 
were  annually  imported  into  the  united  dates.  Between  four  and  five  millions  were 
exported.  Thus  the  aftual  home-confumption  was  about  twenty  millions  of  pounds. 
Half  a  cent  per  pound,  of  additional  duty,  would  yield  an  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars. No  branch  of  manufacture  would  be  deftroyed  ;  and  the  tax  would  produce 
more  than  had  been  propofed  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  from  both  the 
t3x  on  manufactured  tobacco,  and  on  refined  fugar.  Mr.  Fitzfimons  replied,  that 
raw  fugar  is  an  article  of  confumption  among  the  poor,  and  by  far  too  high  already. 
It  had  formerly  been  fix  pence  currency  per  pound.  It  was  then  twelve-pence.  The 
duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on  refined  fugar  was  earned.  Another  motion  was 
made  on  the  fame  day,  with  this  debate  on  the  fugar  excife,  for  putting  an  end  to 
all  commeicial  intercourfe  between  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies,  and  the  united  ftates,  till 
fatisfactory  aflurances  fhould  be  given  by  the  government  of  Britain  to  the  prefident, 
of  their  intention  to  make  full  compensation  for  the  ravages  committed  on  Ameri- 
can commerce,  fince  the  8th  of  June:  1795.  The  refolution  was  rejected  by  a  majo- 
rity of  forty- fix  againft  twenty-four. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  commodore  Gillon  made  a  motion  for  a  renewal  of  the 
embargo.  One  of  his  reafons  for  this  propofal  was,  that  intelligence  had  juft  then 
been  received  of  the  condemnation  of  a  large  quantity  of  American  property,  which 
had  been  feir.ed,  fome  time  ago,  by  Britiih  p:ivateers.  Hopes  had  been  entertained, 
that  it  would  be  releafed  in  confequence  of  the  orders  of  the  8th  of  January  laft  He 
referred  to  the  fentiments  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina.  He  faid,  that  without 
lupplies  of  provisions  from  this  country,  the  Britifh  could  not  fubfift  themfelves 
in  the  Weft-Indies.  The  merchants  had  applied  to  congrefs,  and  had  found  no  relief. 
They  could  not  enfure  their  property  •,  and  hence  they  would,  perhaps,  in  defence  of 
it,  arm  their  vijfeh.  They  had  a  right  to  do  fo  ;  and  congrefs  could  not  prevent  it.  If 
they  were  then  met  by  Britiih  cruifers,  they  would,  of  courfe,  defend  themfelves, 
and  would,  probably,  be  captured.  The  treatment  which  they  might  meet  with,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  captain  Barney,  would  pollibly  compell  America  to  make  a  demand  for 
them.  "  The  Britifh  refufe,"  faid  the  member.  "  And  ihs  very  neceffity  of  a  juft  arming, 
which  you  can  form  no  law  to  prevent,  brings  you  into  a  war."  The  motion  of  Mr. 
Gillon  was  negatived. 

The  6th  of  June  was  diftinguifhed  by  one  of  the  moft  animated  and  interefting 
debates,  that  occurred  during  this  bufy  feffion.  A  fhort  retrofpect  becomes  n^ceffary 
to  explain  the  caufe  ofit.  On  the  30th  of  January,  1793,  the  prefident  tranfmitted  to 
c.nehoufe  of  reprefentatives,  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Conftant  Freeman,  agent  for 
the  war  department,  in  Georgia,  relative  to  the  Creek  Indians.  This  letter  (fated, 
that  the  White-bird-tailed  king,  with  eight  Creeks, when  hunting,  fell  in  with  four 
white  people,  whom  they  treated  with  hofpitality.  Soon  after  this,  thefe  whites  went 
away,  but  three  of  them  p  erfidioufly  fired  on  the  Indians,  and   killed   two  of  their 
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number.  The  murderers  bcafted  of  their  exploit.  The  chief  and  fome  of  the  Indians 
came  to  complain,  to  one  of  the  cut  ports.  Every  method  was  taken  to  appeafe  them  ; 
bat  the  confequences  were  doubtful.  The  chief  of  the  Indians  who  were  thus  treach 
eroufly  attacked,  had  always  been  a  friend  to  the  whites.  He  had  difcountcnanced 
therobberies  and  murders  committed  by  fomeofhis  countrymen,  which  aggravated 
the  guilt  and  danger  of  this  afTaifination.  The  meffage  was  referred  to  a  committee. 
They  brought  in  a  report  •,  another  was  alfo  laid  before  the  houfe,  from  a  committee 
to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memoriil  from  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  on 
the  fouth-  weft  of  the  Ohio.  On  the  1 6th  of  May,  the  houfe  refolved  itrelf  into  a  com- 
mittee on  thefe  two  reports.  Two  refolutions  were  agreed  to  for  authorizing  the  pre- 
fident  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  the  fafe'y  of  the  fouth  vveftern  frontier.  A  bill 
was  accordingly,  on  the  2othof  May,  brought  in,  and,  after  fome  difcufiion,  it  was, 
on  the  29th  of  that  month,  pafTed,  by  a  majority  of  forty-nine  againft:  twenty-two.  On 
the  6th  of  June,  this  bill  was  returned  from  the  fenate  with  an  amendment,  which 
gave  occafion  to  the  debate  above  referred  to.  The  fenate  ftruck  out  the  three  fir  ft 
fictions.  By  thefe,  the  prefident  was  authorized  to  call  out,  from  time  to  time,  as  oc- 
casion might  require,  any  number  ofmilitia,  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  ten  thou- 
fand  men,  from  the  ftates  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  or 
the  territory  fouth-weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  when  he  thought  them  neceffary  for  offen- 
five  operations  ao-ainft  the  Creeks  andCherokees.  Inftead  of  thefe  ten  thoufand  militia, 
the  fenate  fubftituted  a  regiment  of  eleven  hundred  and  forty  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cers and  privates.  They  were  to  be  raifed,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  by  the  prefident, 
with  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  per  man. 

Mr.  Giles  exprefied  the  utmoft  furprife  at  fuch  a  propofal.  Firft,  it  had  been  pro- 
jected to  raife  a  ftanding  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  then  twenty-five  thoufand, 
then  ten  thoufand,  and  now,  when  all  thefe  fchemes  had  been  difappointed,  this  re- 
giment of  eleven  hundred  and  forty  men  has  appeared.  In  this  remark,  Mr.  Giles 
mide  an  allufion  to  various  tranfactions  in  congrefs,  during  the  prefent  feflion,  of 
which  the  brevity  of  this  fketch  prevents  us  from  giving  a  detail.  Proteus,  he  faid, 
never  afiumed  a  greater  number  of  fliapes  than  this  attempt  for  a  ftanding  army  had 
done.  Hisjealoufy  of  the  fenate  was  highly  excited  by  fuch  a  fteady  adherence  to  an 
idea  fo  extremely  offenfive.  The  people  of  the  united  ftates  did  not  wifti  to  be  trode 
down  by  a  ftanding  continental  army.  Colonel  M'Dowell  faid,  that  he  had  lived  long 
on  the  frontiers  ;  and  he  knew,  from  repeated  experiments,  that  the  regular  troops 
were,  in  this  kind  of  fervice,  almoft  wholly  ufelefs.  The  militia  of  the  frontiers,  who 
knew  the  country,  and  whofe  habits  of  life  made  them  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  t?he  enemy  whom  they  had  to  encounter,  were  the  only  proper  forces 
to  oppofe  the  Indians  with  fliccefs.  But  why  government  fhould  burden  itfelf  with  an 
ufelefs  expenfe,  or  the  people  with  a  kind  of  defence  which  they  difiiked,  he  did  not 
know.  No  part  of  the  union,  perhaps,  had  behaved  fo  prudently  and  pacifically,  to- 
wards the  Indians,  as  the  citizens  of  the  fouth-  weftern  frontier.  Yet  Indian  treaties  were 
conftantly  broken  by  the  favages  themfelves.  He  made  a  distinction  among  thefe  tribes. 
The  Choctaws  and  Chickefaws  are,  and  always  have  been  friends  to  the  white  people, 
and  ready  to  fight  for  them.  The  Creeks  and  Cherokees  are  otherwile,  and  do  not  ex- 
ceed {tven  or  eight  thoufand  men.  Mr.  Ames  objected,  that  when  an  exafperated  mi- 
litia went  but,  the  firft  man  with  a  red  fkin,  whom  they  met,  would  be  fhot.  Prefently 
you  difcover  that  you  have  been  fhooting  an  Indian  of  a  friendly  nation,  while,  in  the 
mean  time,  this  whole  nation  rifes  and  attacks  you.  The  continental  troops,  as  being 
lefs  exafperated,  were  lefs  apt  to  fall  into  miftakes  of  this  kind.  He  did  not  think  that 
there  were  too  many  Indians  on  the  frontier,  any  more  than  too  many  wild  beafts. 
The  one  might,  by  fkilful  management,  be  rendered  as  harmlefs  as  the  other.  The 
united  ftates  have  one  Indian  war  on  hand  already,  which  is  enough  at  a  time.     Mr. 
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Gillon  could  not  fee  the  ufe  of  a  (landing  army  in  South-Carolina,  where  every  thing 
was  quiet.  The  expedition  againft  the  Spanifti  fettlements*  had  been  fuppreffed.  Mr. 
Madifon  faid  that  there  was  fomething  in  this  bufinefs  which  (truck  him  as  very 
(trange.  It  was  propofed  to  raife  a  new  corps,  at  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  for  each 
recruit.  The  prefent  army  wanted  more  than  the  whole  number  of  this  corps  to  (ill  up 
its  deficiencies  ;  and  yet  the  fenate  had  rejected  the  propofal  for  completing  them. 
Thus  we  are  to  be  at  the  expenfe  of  fupporting  the  (keleton  of  an  army.  Was  it  not 
better  to  fill  up  the  old  corps  than  to  put  ourfelves  to  the  charge  and  inconvenience 
of  raifing  a  new  one  ? 

Mr.  Carnes  went  over  the  whole  ground  of  thequeftion.  The  only  ufe  that  conti- 
nental troops  can  be  of,  is  to  defend  pofts  ;  and  it  has  been  found,  by  the  experience 
of  feveral  years,  that  poft3  do  more  mifchief  than  fervice.  They  are  eftablifhed  at  a 
diflanceof  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  each  other.  The  Indian  parties  flip  in  between, 
them  ;  and  the  frontier  fettlers,  depending  en  the  protection  of  the  regulars,  are  not, 
as  they  otherwife  would  be,  on  their  guard  againft  the  favages.  The  confequence  is, 
that  they  are  frequently  murdered,  while  the  only  fervice  performed  by  the  conti- 
nentals, turns  out  to  be,  that  when  the  militia  purfue  the  Indians,  they  are  prevent- 
ed by  the  former  from  crofting  what  is  called  the  line.  That  is  the  whole  fervice  which 
they  have  performed  in  Georgia.  In  (hort,  againft  the  Creeks  they  are  good  for  nothing. 

The  houfe  difagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the  fenate,  by  a  majority  of  forty- two 
againft  twenty  fix  of  which  they  fent  notice  to  the  other  houfe.  The  fenate  infilled 
on  their  own  amendments.  A  conference  was  held,  but  without  effect.  The  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  adhered  to  their  difagreement.  The  fenate,  by  a  final  meffage  on  the 
9th  of  June,  perfifted  in  *,heir  propofai  of  a  regiment  of  eleven  hundied  and  forty 
men,  to  protect  a  frontier  of  at  lead  a  thoufand  miles  in  extent.  In  conclufion  the 
bill  was  loft.  On  the  fame  day,  Congrefs  adjourned  till  the  firil  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber nex\ 

A  fhort  time  before  the  rifing  of  this  body,  a  report  was  tranfmitted  from  the  affift- 
ant  fecretary  of  the  treafury  reflecting  the  prefent  amount  of  exports  from  the  united 
itares.  We  infert  a  fummary  of  the  value  of  exports  from  each  (late,  and  of  the 
value  exported  to  different  countries.  Such  tables  are  among  the  mod  curious  and  im- 
portant institutions  of  commercial  policy. 

Value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  exported  from  each  (late,  from  the  id  Oc- 
tober, 1792,  to  the  30th  September,  1793. 

New  Hampshire  .  .  .  198,197 

Maflachuletts  .  ,  9,676,412 

Rhodc-Ifland  _    "  .  616,416 

Conne&icut  .  _  770,200 


New-Yi 


a-934-37° 


New- Jerky                                   .                                    .                               .  54.I76 

Pennfylvania                           .                            .                                     _  6,958,736 

Delaware                           .                                                                       _  71,242 

Maryland                  ...                                .                       .  3,687!!  19 

Virginia,                           .                           .                           .  2,984,317 

North  Carolina,                                          7                           .                  .  363,307 

South  Carolina,                          -                                                                _  3>'9,5.874 

Georgia,                                  .                         .                                  .  501,383 

Total  26,011,788 
Note. — Sundiy  returns  from  frnall  ports,  not  received. 

*  The  member  alluded  to  apian,  which  was  faid  to  have  been  concerted,  for  an  attack  on  the 
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A  furnmary  of  the  value  and  deftination  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  fame  time  agreeable  to  the  forgoing  abflract. 

Dollars. 

To  the  dominions  ot  Ruffia                                  -  -                                     5*7^9 

—  ihe  dominions  ot  Sweden                              -                              -  310,427 

—  the  dominions  ot  Denmark                 -  »                                870,508 

—  the  dominions  of  the  united  Netherlands                                    -  3>>69>,53<S 

—  the  dominions  of  Britain                                      -  -                              8,431,239 

—  the  Imperial  ports  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  and  Germany  -  1,013,347 
— ■  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  other  Hanfe  Towns  •                                   792>53/ 

—  the  dominions  ot  France                            -                                  -  7,050,491 

—  the  dominions  of  Spain                                              -  -                         2>237>950 

—  the  dominions  of  Poitugal                                  -  -                              997>5°o 

—  the  Italian  ports                                            -  -                              220,688 

—  Morocco                                      -                                  -  2>°94 

—  the  Eaft  Indies,  generally                                  -  .          -                       '  253,13c 

—  Africa  generally,                                    -                                      -  25'>343 

—  the  Weft-Indies  generally                                     -  -                              399-559 

—  the  north- welt  coaft  of  America                                  -  *                            1,586 

—  Uncertain                                            -  -                                       4,083 

Total.  26,011,788 

The  following  is  an  account  of  fome  of  the  chief  articles  that  compofed  the  exports  of 
the  united  ftates,  for  the  period  above  mentioned. 

Pot  afhes,  tons,  -  4>359 

Pearl  afhes,  tons,  -  -  »  1,807 

Shoes,  pairs,  -  *  15,102 

Beer,  porter,  &  cider,    gallons,  «•  -  137.63 1 

2,438 
3.895 
1.915 
10,175 
8,789 
10,764,546 

"  -  5IvF°8 

512,780 

*  -  140,056 

*  •  202,620 

I'44°'<575 
0  •  1.233,768 

7l'55° 

188 

»  ■  462 

m  v  -  6(^0,989 

.  '»  •  12,064 

Spaniards  on  the  fouth  weft  fromie-.  On  the  7th  of  December  1793,  col.  Stephen  Drayton  had, 
on  a  charge  of  this  kind,  been  apprehended  at  Charlefton.  On  the  10th  ot  the  fame  month  he  pub- 
lifted  a  complaint  refpe&ing  the  ailedged  illegality  of  his  arreflment.  As  the  matter  came  to  nothing, 
no  particular  detail  of  it  has  been  given  in  this  work, 


Cotton, 

bags, 

Coffee, 

hog  [heads, 

tierces, 

barrels, 

bags, 

Cocoa, 

pounds, 
pounds, 

Flax  feed, 

cafks, 

Oil  of  whale, 

gallons. 

Oil  of  Spermaceti, 

gallons, 

Whale-bone, 

pounds, 

Wheat, 

bufhels, 
bufhets, 

Indian  corn, 

Ginieng, 

pounds, 

Indigo, 

packages, 
cafks, 

Sheep, 

pounds; 

Tar, 

barrels, 

Rice, 

tierces, 

Flour, 

barrels, 

Hams  and  bacon, 

pounds, 

Tobacco, 

hogsheads, 

Timber, 

tons, 

Shingles, 
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67,961 

134611 

1,074,639 

521,483 

:  .  59>9^7 

ar,b'4S 

80,813,357 

On  the  i4»-h  of  March,  1794,  the  preficknt  figned  an  act,  part  in  congrefs,  making 
appropriations  for  defraying  the  expenditures  of  the  civil  lift  of  the  united  ftates  dur- 
ing the  prefent  year.  This  article  comprehends  the  falaries  of  the  present,  vice-pre- 
fident,  and  fupreme  judges  of  the  united  ftates  :  the  compenfation  to  the  members 
of  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and  their  officers  and  clerks  ;  the  three 
fecretaries  of  the  tr^afury  department,  the  department  of  ftate,  and  the  war  depart- 
ment, with  their  clerks  and  officers  ;  penfions  granted  by  the  late  government  to  of- 
ficers or  their  widows  and  children,  and  a  multitude  of  incidents  and  items  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  The  whole  fum  is  only  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  thoufand  four  hundred 
aud  forty-feven  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents.  Of  this  money,  twenty-five  thou- 
fand dollars  are  paid  to  the  prefident,  and  five  thoufand  to  the  vice-prefident.  The 
feffion  of  congrefs  is  computed  to  laft  for  fix  months  ;  and  the  compenfation  of  the 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  members,  of  whom  the  two  houfes  confift,  at  fix  dollars 
per  day,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars.  The  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  is  not  comprehended  in  this  num- 
ber of  members.  He  receives  twelve  dollars  per  day  •,  which  amounts,  in  fix  months,  to 
two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  fo  that  his  falary,  for  the  time  which 
it  contiuues,  is,  next  to  that  of  the  vicc-prefident,  the  largeft  in  the  federal  govern- 
ment. Twenty-five  thoufand  doliars  are  likewife  ftated,  for  the  fuppofed  extra  ex- 
penfes  of  the  two  houfes,  in  travelling  to  and  from  the  place  where  their  feffion  is 
held.  The  whole  perfonal  compenfation  of  congrefs,  including  the  laft  article,  is  ftat- 
ed at  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and  twenty  doliars. 
When  we  divide  this  fum  by  one  hundred  and  eighty-three,  the  higheft  number  of 
days  in  fix  months,  we  find  that  the  daily  perfonal  expenfes  of  congrefs  to  the  peo- 
ple of  America,  is  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  with  an  overplus,  en  the  whole  fum, 
of  feventy  dollars.  The  following  circumftances  muft  be  adverted  to.  A  member  is 
only  paid  for  the  days  on  which  he  actually  attends  the  houfe,  or,  when  arrived  at 
the  place  of  meeting,  while  he  is  prevented  by  indifpofition  from  attending  ;  but  in 
the  days  paid  for,  Sundays  are  included.  Mr.  Beiifon,  from  South  Carolina,  hav- 
ing been  prevented,  by  want  of  health,  from  appealing  in  his  place,  during  the  Jaft 
feffion,  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  happened  to  arrive  in  congrefs,  on  the  9th 
of  June  1794,  the  very  day  on  which  they  rofe.  He  was,  by  law,  entitled  to  his  tra- 
velling expenfes  ;  but  he  refufed  to  accept  them.  Precedents  of  this  kind  deferve  to 
be  recorded.  Some  rigid  economifts  of  public  money  will  perhaps  be  reconciled  to 
the  expenditures  of  the  federal  government,  by  learning  on  what  fcale  the  expenfes 
of  fome  other  nations  are  conducted.  In  17  85,  the  royal  family  of  England  coft  that 
country  fix  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  fomething  more  than 
two  millions  nine  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  dollars.  This  was  exclufive  of  the  fa- 
laries, which  were  alfo  paid  out  of  the  civil  lift,  to  minifters  of  ftate,  ambafiadors, 
judges,  and  other  public  officers  of  actual  utility  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation*. 

*  Vide  Hiftory  of  the  Britifti  Revenue,  by  fir  John  Sinclair,   Vol.  II.  Appendix,  No.  I. 
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The  act  for  the  fupport  of  the  military  eftabliihment,  is  dated  the  fcift  of  March, 
1794. 

Dollars.     Cents. 

The  fum  allotted  was,  ...  1,629,936     1 

By  a  fubfequent  aft,  dated  the  9th  of  June,  there 

is  a  farther  appropriation  of,  1,292,137     38 

This  goes  entirely  to  the  current  military  efta- 

blifhment,  excepting,         -  -        -  5>l93     69 

7,286,943     69 


Total  expenfe  of  the  military  eftablifhmentofthe  united  ftateso         g  „7Q     7Q 
by  land  and  fea,   for  the  year  1794,         "  -  -  -  J  ' 

An  aft,  dated  the  2d  of  April,  1794,  was  likewife  paft,  for  :he 
erefting  and  repairing  of  national  arfenals  and  magazines.       (  The 
fums  appropriated  by  this  aft  were,  -  -  -  421,865 

3>338>744     7° 

Of  the  Iaft  fum,  the  greater  part  is  not  for  expenfes  of  a  temporary  nature,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  be  ftated  to  the  current  chargesiof  the  prefentyear. 

An  aft  was  paft,  this  feffion,  that  does  honour  to  the  legiflature  of  this  country.  The 
fum  of  twenty-four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  is  afligned  to  M.  de 
la  Fayette,  being  the  pay  of  a  major-general  during  the  time  that  he  was  in  the  fervice 
of  the  united  ftates.  By  another  act,  patted  on  the  22d  of  March,  1794,  all  citizens  of 
the  united  ftates,  or  foreigners  refiding  in  this  country,  are  forbidden,  under  fevere 
penalties,  from  being  concerned  in  the  fitting  out  of  any  veftel  for  carrying  on  the 
flave-trade  to  or  from  any  foreign  country.  Any  fhip,  fufpected  of  being  intended 
for  that  trade,  is  liable  to  be  feized,  and  detained  till  the  mafter  or  owner  ftiall  give 
fufficient  fecurity,  that  none  of  the  natives  of  Africa,  or  any  other  foreign  country, 
fhail  be  taken  on  board  of  it,  to  be  tranfported  or  fold  as  flaves,  for  nine  months 
thereafter. 

We  fhall  now  give  a  fhort  account  of  the  nature  and  progrefs  of  the  prefent  difputes 
between  the  government  of  Britain  and  that  of  the  united  ftates. 

Although  a  peace  had  been  formerly  ratified  between  England  and  the  united  ftates, 
yet  there  remained,  on  the  part  of  both  countries,  numerous  caufes  of  complaint, 
and  difpute.  This  fubjeft  was  never  fully  laid  before  the  world,  till  congrefs,  during 
their  laft  feffion,  publifhed  the  recent  correfpondence  refpefting  it,  between  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon  and  the  prefent  Britifh  envoy,  Mr.  Hammond.  In  their  letters,  the  reciprocal 
complaints  are  ftated  with  candour,  perfpicuity,  and  completenefs  •,  and  a  large  body 
of  illuftrations  and  authorities  are  brought  forward,  on  each  fide,  in  the  form  of  an 
appendix,  to  fupport  their  refpeftive  arguments.  From  this  Eiafs  of  materials,  a  fhort 
narrative  has  been  extracted  for  the  prefent  publication,  as  it  becomes  requifite  for 
comprehending  the  origin  of  the  controverfy  depending  between  the  two  powers. 
The  fubjeft  is,  in  itfelf,  highly  interefting,  becaufe  it  will,  poffibly,  terminate  in  an 
open  rupture,  and  in  the  total  expulfion  of  the  Englifh  from  the  continent  of  America. 
We  fhall  begin  this  recapitulation  by  enumerating  the  principal  infractions  of  the  trea- 
ty of  peace,  which  have  been  alledged  againft  Britain  by  the  federal  government. 

By  the  feventh  article  of  this  treaty,  it  was  ftipulated  that  "  his  Britannic  majefty 
fhould,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and  without  caufing  any  deftruftion,  or  carrying 
away  any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  ar- 
mies, garrifons  and  fleets  from  the  faid  united  ftates,  and  from  every  poft,  place,  and 
harbour  within  the  fame." 

Vol.  II.  4  L 
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This  claufe  has  been  profefiedly  broken  in  every  particular.  The  Britifh  garrifons 
continue,  to  this  day,  at  Michillimackinack,  on  lake  Michigan  ;  Detroit,  on  the 
ftreight  of  lakes  Erie  and  Huron  ;  Niagara  and  Ofwego,  on  lake  Ontario  ;  Ofwe- 
gatchie,  on  the  river  St.  Laurence  •,  Point  Au-fer,  and  Dutchman's  Point,  on  lake 
Cbamplaine.  The  .Britifh  officers  exercife  a  jurifdietion  over  the  country  and  inha- 
bitants in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  forts.  An  imaginary  line  was,  by  the  treaty, 
drawn  through  the  middle  of  certain  rivers  and  lakes,  which  were  eftabliflied  as  a 
boundary  between  the  two  nations.  The  Britifh  officers  likewife  prohibit  citizens  of 
the  united  ftates  from  navigating  thefe  rivers  and  lakes,  even  on  the  federal  fide  of  the 
line.  By  thefe  proceedings,  the  Americans  have  been  almoft  entirely. debarred  from 
the  commerce  of  furs  with  the  Indian  tribes  to  the  northward.  This  trade  is  of  fome 
importance  for  its  value,  which  Mr.  Madifon*eftimates  at  two  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars per  annum  ;  but  it  is  of  vaftly  greater  ccnfequence,  in  a  fecondary  point  of  view. 
It  would  ferve  as  a  means  of  cultivating  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  thefe  Indians. 
The  eftablifhment  of  this  intercourfe  would  fave  the  exprnfe  of  war  with  the  favages, 
to  which  they  have  been  conftantly  excited  by  the  Britifh  in  Canada.  Thefe  wars  have 
coft  the  federal  government  annually  from  ten  to  thirteen  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 
They  have  been  attended  with  the  lofs  or  deftruction  of  much  property,  and  fame 
thoufands  of  lives.  Among  thefe,  area  great  number  of  women  and  children  maffa- 
cred  on  the  farms  of  the  north- weftern  frontier,  with  every  possible  circumftance  of 
barbarity.  The  perpetrators  of  thefe  murders  have  been  regularly  and  plentifully  fup- 
plied  with  guns,  ammunition,  and  fcalping  knives,  by  the  Britifh  garrifons.  This  con- 
duct neither  is  nor  can  be  denied,  becaufe  the  favages,  by  their  local  fituation,  can  ac- 
quire no  military  fupplies  from  any  other  quarter.  In  the  treaty  of  peace,  there  was 
an  accidental  ambiguity.  A  river  St.  Croix  is  mentioned  as  a  boundary  ;  but  there 
are  found  to  be  two  rivers  of  that  name,  and  it  has  proved  uncertain  which  of  them 
was  referred  to.  Applications  have  been  made  on  this  head,  to  Britain,  but  no  defini- 
tive explanation  has  yet  been  given.  Between  the  actual  charges,  and  the  wafte  of  lives, 
the  united  ftates  lofe  at  leaft  two  millions  of  dollars  in  value  per  annu;n>  by  the  breach 
of  the  feventh  article  of  the  treaty.  On  the  other  hand,  England  fecures  to  herfelf  a 
fur-trade  worth  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars  annually,  at  an  expenfe,  in  additional 
garrifons,  at  leaft  equal  to  that  fum,  and  perhaps  much  greater. 

The  other  principal  object  of  diffatisfaction,  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  is  relative 
to  the  exportation  of  negroes,  in  contradiction  to  the  claufe  above  quoted.  When  the 
Britifh  prepared  to  leave  New- York,  there  began  a  large  embarkation  of  negroes, 
who  had  fled  from  their  mafters,  inhabitants  of  the  united  ftates.  Remonftrances,  on 
this  point,  were  made  to  fir  Guy  Carleton,  the  Britifh  commander  in  that  city.  In  a 
letter  to  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  12th  of  May,  17^5,  he  endeavoured  to  vin- 
dicate himfelf  from  blame  on  this  account.  He  faid,  that  he  had  ordered  gentlemen  to 
infpect  the  negroes  on  board  of  the  fleet  bound  to  Nova-Scotia,  and  had  obliged  thofe 
to  difembark  who  were  found  to  be  the  property  of  American  citizens.  But  he  fub- 
joined,  that  many  flaves  had  been  declared  free  by  his  predeceflbrs  before  his  own  ar- 
rival ;  over  thefe,  he  neither  pofTefled,  nor  could  afTume  any  controul.  He  considered 
them  as  at  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  world,  which  they  thought  proper.  He  was 
unwilling  to  fuppofe  that  the  Britifh  miniftry  could  ftipulate  by  any  treaty,  to  make 
themfelves  guilty  of  a  notorious  breach  of  public  faith  to  people  of  any  colour.  He 
confidered  reftoration,  where  infeparable  from  a  violation  of  that  faith,  as,  in  itfelf, 
utterly  impracticable.  He  had  till  then,  kept  an  accurate  regifter  of  the  names  of  fuch 
negroes  as  were  fuffered  to  embark,  with  thofe  of  the  mafters  to  whom  they  had  for- 
pierly  belonged,  and  of  fuch  other  circumftances  as  ferved  to  denote  their  value ;  thajt 

•  Supra  Vol-  II.  page  3Q3. 
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the  bufinefs  might  be  adjufted  by  compenfation,  if  that  was  really  the  intention  and 
meaning  of  the  treaty.  He  added,  that  had  the  negroes  been  refufed  leave  to  fail,  they 
would,  in  fpite  of  every  precaution  to  prevent  it,  have  found  various  methods  of  quit- 
ting the  continent.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  concluded,  by  faying,  that  he  knew  of  no  better 
expedient  for  preventing  abufe,  and  the  carrying  away  of  negroes,  or  other  American 
property,  than  that  already  fuggefted  by  himfelf,  which  was  the  nomination  of  Ameri- 
can commissioners  to  infpect  the  future  embarkations  ;  and  he  was  glad  to  hear  that 
his  propofal  had  been  accepted. 

This  language  appeartd  very  candid-,  but,  in  reality,  it  amounted  to  nothing.  From 
the  account  of  thecommiflioners,  it  cannot  be  difcovered,  that  their  prefence  or  in- 
terposition prevented  the  departure  of  fo  much  as  a  Angle  negro.  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
iffued  blank  .  certificates  to  perfons  under  him,  attefting  that  the  bearer  had  reforted 
to  the  Britiih  lines,  in  confequence  of  the  proclamation  of  fir  William  Howe  and  fir 
Henry  Clinton,  late  commanders  in  chief;  and  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  go  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  or  wherever  elfe  he  might  think  proper.  Thefe  certificates  were,  it  feems,  filled 
up  to  all  forts  of  negroes  ;  fo  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  American  infpectors  was  reduced 
to  a  matter  of  form  ;  and  on  the  day  of  the  final  evacuation,  when  a  great  number 
of  negroes  were  taken  away,  even  that  form  was  neglected.  From  the  arrival  of  the 
American  commiffioners,  till  that  time,  near  three  thoufand  of  thefe  people  were  pub- 
lickly  permitted  to  embark,  by  the  avowed  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  remonftrances  of  the  commiflioners  againft  it.  A  very  great  number  were 
befides  carried  off  in  private  veffels,  if  not  by  the  exprefs  permission  of  fir  Guy  Carle- 
ton, yet  certainly  without  oppofition  from  him.  Thefe  private  fhips  the  commissioners 
were  not  fuffered  to  infpect.  Other  property  was  likewife  carried  off,  and  no  exami. 
nation  whatever  was  permitted.  The  Britifn  did  not  finally  evacuate  New- York,  till 
the  25th  of  November,  1783.  During  their  ftay,  the  commander  continued  to  ex- 
ercife  the  fame  jurifdiclion  in  the  city  of  New- York,  on  Long-Iffmd,  and  Staten 
Mand,  as  his  predeceffors  had  aflumed  at  any  period  of  the  war.  He  regulated  the 
commerce  of  the  port.  He  leafed  and  received  the  rents  of  a  number  of  houfes  in  the 
•city  of  New  York.  They  had  bten  formerly  appropriated  by  his  predeceffors  in  office, 
as  belonging  to  pirfons  whhopt  the  Britifh  lines.  When  poffession  was  demanded  by 
their  proper  owners,  he,  for  thimoft  part,  refufed  to  re ftore  fuch  houfes.  He  appre- 
hended feveral  American  citizens,  whom  he  tried  by  courts-martial,  His  excellency 
fubmitted  to  ftill  more  humble  exertions  of  his  authority.  He  condefcended  to  protect 
colonel  James  de  Lancy,  an  officer  in  the  royal  fervice,  in  the  poffession  of  a  horfe  that 
had  been  ftolen  from  a  perfon  in  Dutchefs  county.  It  was  not  poffible  to  afcertain  the 
exact  number  of  negroes  carried  off ;  but  they  moft  likely  amounted  to  at  leaft  fix 
thoufand.  We  may  reafonably  fuppofe  them  to  have  been  worth,  upon  an  average, 
not  lefs  than  two  hundred  dollars  each,  which  extends  all  together  to  twelve  hundred 
thoufand  dollars. 

We.fhall  now  give  a  concife  abftract  of  the  complaints  of  England  againft  the  united 
ffates,  as  they  are  detailed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Jefferion,  dated  the 
$ch  of  March  1792. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  the  congrefs,  by 
■a  proclamation,  announcing  that  event,  and  arefolve  dated  the  14th  of  January  1784, 
required  and  enjoined  all  bodies  of  magiftracy,  legifiative,  executive,  and  judiciary, 
to  carry  into  effeel:  the  definitive  articles,  and  every  claufe  andfentence  thereof.  They 
recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpeftive  ftates,  to  provide  for  the  reflitution  of 
all  eftates,  rights,  and  properties  eonftfcated,  belonging  to  real  Britifn  fubjects,  and  of 
eftates,  rights,  and  properties  of  perfons  refident  in  diftricts  in  poffeffion  of  the  Britifh 
troops,  between  the  30th  of  November  1782,  and  14th  of  January  1784,  who  had  not 
borne  arms  againft  the  united  ftates  ;  and  that  perfons  of  any  other  defcription  fhould 
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have  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  united  ftates,  there  to  remain  twelve  months, 
unmolefted  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  reftitution  of  their  eftates,  rights,  and 
properties  confifcated.  It  was  alfo  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates,  to  reconfider  and 
revife  all  laws  regarding  the  premifes,  and  to  render  them  confiftent  with  juftice  and 
that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which,  on  the  return  of  the  bleffings  of  peace,  mould 
nniverfally  prevail.  It  was  likewife  recommended-,  that  the  eftates,  rights,  and  properties 
of  the  laft  mentioned  perfons,  fhould  be  reftored  to  them,  they  refunding  the  bona 
fide  price  which  had  been  paid  on  the  purchafe  of  any  of  the  faid  lands,  rights,  and 
properties,  fince  the  confifcation. 

Very  little  attention  was  paid  to  thefe  recommendations.  Mr.  Adams,  American  arrr- 
baffador  at  the  court  of  London, made,in  the  mean  time,  requisitions  refpecting  the  pofts 
and  territories  ceded  by  the  peace.   He  received,  on  the  20th  of  February,    1786,  a 
refufal.  The  alledged  excufe  was  the  non- performance  of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  the 
united  ftates.   Upon  this,  congrefs,  in  April  1787,  tranfmitted  a  circular  letter  to  the 
governors  of  the  refpective  ftates.  In  that  letter  they  recommended  to  the  different  le- 
giflatures  to  repeal  fuch  acts,  or  parts  of  ads,  as  were  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  that  the  courts  of  law  fhould  be  directed  and  required  to  decide   all   caufes  and 
queftions  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  dme.  The  congrefs  farther   declared, 
that  they  had  deliberately  examined  the  facts  urged  by  Britain,  as  infractions  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,  on  the  part   of  America  ;  and  they  regretted,  that,   in   fome  of  the 
ftates,  too  little  attention  appeared"  to  have   been    paid   to  the  public  faith  pledged 
by  the  treaty.   Thefe  recommendations   met  with  no  refpect.     In  many  of  the  ftates, 
Britifh  fubjects,   when  attempting  to  obtain  reftitution  of  their  eftates  and  property, 
upon  payment  of  the  price  to  purchafers,  were  treated  with  indignity.     They    were 
fometimes  menaced,  expofed  to  perfonal  danger,  and  imprifoned.  Laws  were,  in  fe- 
veral places,  paft,  delaying  the  investigation  ofjuft  claims,  and  abridging  the  demands 
of  Britifh  merchants.  Local  regulations,  in  refpect  to  the  the  tender  of  property,  in  dif- 
charge  of  juft  debts,    prevailed  to  fuch   an  extent,   as  amounted  to  a   prohibition  of 
fuits.  Paper  money,  emitted  by  particular  ftates,    was  made,  at  its  nominal  value, 
legal  tender  and  payment  for  all  debts  •,  for  the  recovery  of  which,  actions  were  com- 
menced at   a  time  when  money   of  that  defcription   was  greatly   depreciated.   Cre- 
ditors, in  fome  of  the  ftates,  were  expofed  to  the  necerTity  of  taking  real  or  perfonal 
property,    at  a  valuation  made  by  a  partial,  prejudiced,   or  interefted  neighbourhood. 
In  other  ftates,  the  courts  determined,  that  a  Subject  of  Britain,  residing  within  the  do- 
minions of  that  country,  at  and  after  the  declaration  of  independence,  was  not  com- 
petent to  acquire  or  hold  real  property  within  the  united  ftates.   In  many  of  the  ftate 
courts,  decisions  took  place,    reducing   the    amount  of  Britifh    debts.     Some   of 
thofe  courts  refufed  to  take  cognizance  of  fuits  raifed  for  the  recovery   of  fuch  debts. 
In  virtue   of  the  treaty  of  peace,    it   was   underftood,    and    expected,  that  feveral 
laws  would  have  been  repealed  which  had  been  made  by  individual   ftates,  during  the 
time  of  the  war,  and  which  were  contradictory  of  the   fourth  and  fifth   articles  of  the 
treaty  of  peace.   By  the  fourth  article,  it  was  agreed  that  creditors  on  either  fide  fhould 
meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value,   in  fterling  money, 
of  all  bona  fide  debts  theretofore  contracted.   The  fifth   article  ftipulated,  that  all   per- 
fons who  had  interefts  in  confifcated  lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage  fettlements,  or 
otherwife,  fhould  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the  profecution  of  their  juft 
rights. 

Now,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  before  fuch  articles  could  be  fulfilled,  it  was  requi- 
site for  the  individual  ftates  to  repeal  many  laws  which  ftood  in  the  moft  direct  contra- 
diction to  thefe  Stipulations.  By  laws  pafled  during  the  war,  the  refpective  legiflatures 
ot  the  united  ftates  leafed,  fequeftrated,  confifcated,  and  fold,  the  landed  property  of 
loyalifts.  The  proceeds  were  applied  to  the  redemption  of  certificates  and  bills  of 
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credit,  or  towards  defraying  the  expenfes  of  the  war,  Miny  individuals  were  at- 
tainted by  name  •,  others  were  banifhed  forever  from  their  country,  and  if  found 
within  the  ftate,  were  declared  felons  without  benefit  of  clergv.  In  fome  ftates,  the 
Jaws  forfeited  the  rights  and  eftates  of  married*  women,  of  widows,  of  minors,  and 
of  perfons  who  had  died  within  the  territories  held  by  the  Britifh.  Perfons  who  ad- 
hered to  the  crown,  were  required  to  furrender  themfelves,  by  an  appointed  day,  to 
ftand  their  trial  for  high  treafon.  If  they  did  not  appear,  they  were  fubjected  to  the 
forfeitures  annexed  to  that  crime.  In  the  ftate  of  New-York,  a  power  was  vefted  in 
the  courts,  to  prefer  bills  of  indictment  againft  pe  fons  alive  or  dead,  who  had  gone 
over  to  the  king.  Mr.  Hammond  adds,  that,  upon  notice  or  neglect  to  appear  and 
traverfe  the  indictment,  or,  upon  trial  and  conviction,  the  perfons,  whether  in  full  life 
or  deceafed,  were  found  guilty  and  their  eftates  forfeited. 

Thefe  laws  and  deeifions  prefent  a  general  idea  of  the  fpiritof  the  times  and  of  the 
individual  ftates.  If  the  people  at  large  had  been  difpofed  to  comply  with  the  terms 
of  the  peace,  fuch  laws  muft,  under  fome  ftipulated  exceptions,  have  been  repealed. 
This  repeal  did  not  take  place.  There  was  no  provifion,  by  any  local  law,  or  general 
regulation,  to  fupport  perfons  in  their  endeavours  to  recover  confifcated  property. 
Some  of  the  ftates,  it  is  true,  foon  after  the  peace,  pafled  acts  in  conformity  to  the 
treaty.  Some  ftates  have,  in  certain  inftances,  pafled  laws  for  reftoring  lands  which 
had  been  forfeited.  Acts  of  pardon  and  oblivion  were  alfo  to  be  found  in  the  ftatute 
books  of  fome  of  the  ftates  ;  but  in  general,  every  thing  of  this  nature  was  fettered 
with  numerous  qualifications,  exceptions,  and  reftraints,  infomuch  that  practical 
reftitution  was  hardly  poflible:  Thus  the  terms  of  the  peace  were  violated  by  the 
non-repeal  of  laws  pafled  in  the  time  of  war,  and  which  were  framed  for  the  exprefs 
purpofes  of  hoftility  and  of  vengeance.  Or,  if  a  reverfal  of  them  took  place,  Mr. 
Hammond  complains,   that  it  was  rather  in  name  than  in  fact. 

But  there  was  a  much  more  ferious  charge  againft  the  individual  ftates  :  for  even 
after  the  peace  had  been  ratified,  many  laws  were  pafled,  in  contravention  to  the  terms 
of  it.  Thefe  laws  Mr.  Hammond  divided  into  three  clalTes.  1.  Such  as  related  to  the, 
efhtesof  the  loyalifts  :  2.  Such  as  refpected  their  perfons  :  And  3.  Such  as  obstruct- 
ed the  recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  fubjects  of  the  Britifh  crown.  As  to  the  firft  ar- 
ticle, at  the  conclufion  of  the  definitive  treaty,  many  of  the  confifcated  eftates  were' 
undifpofed  of.  But,  for  many  years  fubfequent  to  the  peace,  the  different  legisla- 
tures pafled  acts  for  felling  fuch  confifcated  property,  as  had  remained  unfold  ;  for 
felling  over  again,  fuch  lands  as  had  been  already  difpofed  of,  and  to  which  no  title 
had  been  given  •,  with  other  regulations  of  the  fame  nature.  Under  the  fecond  head,, 
feveral  acts  were  pafled  fubfequent  to  the  peace,  prohibiting  the  return  of  loyalifts 
into  the  country,  and,  when  they  had  already  come  into  it,  fubjecting  them  to  im- 
prifonment,  unlefs  they  inftantly  departed,  upon  receiving  notice  for  that  purpofe. 
In  fome  ftates,  the  ceremony  of  notice  was  difpenfed  with  ;  and  the  parties,  if 
found  in  the  country,  were  by  fome  laws  liable  to  imprifonment,  by  fome  to  con- 
tifcation,  and  by  others  to  death.  Thefe  acts  pafled  under  an  allegation,  that  an 
expulfion  of  fuch  aliens  was  neceflary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  government. 
But  this  circumftance  ought  to  have  been  confidered  before  the  peace  was  made, 
as  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  fuch  pretences  might  be  multiplied  without  end.  It 
would  be  doing  an  act  of  injuftice  to  this  country,  to  give  a  partial  ftatement 
©f  the  charges,  which  have  been  advanced  againft  our  citizens.  After  fuch  a. 
fcene  of  anarchy,  and  of  bloodftied,  it  was  impoflible  that  the  claims  and  complaints 
upon  each  fide,  could  be  adequately  fatisfied.  This  was  a  tafk  beyond  the  ucmoft: 
efforts  of  wifdom,  of  integrity.  The  third  article  of  complaint,  refpected  laws 
pafled  in  America,  fince  the  peace,  concerning  the  recovery  of  debts,  due  to  Britiftn 
merchants.  A  multitude  of  laws,  Mr.  Hammond  aflerted,  had  been  enacted  for  di- 
mmiftiing  thefe  debts  ;  and,  for  delaying  their  payment,  athoufand  modes  of  evafioi* 
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had  been  adopted.  To  this  general  accufation,  he  mentions,  as  an  honourable  excep- 
tion, the. ftate  of  Maflachufetts.  Juftice  had  there  been  liberally  difpenfed  •,  and  where 
the  contract  bore  intereft,  or  the  cuftom  of  trade  juftified  die  charge,  the  full  interefi 
had  been  allowed  to  Britifh  creditors,  notwithftanding  the  intervention  of  war.  It  is  true, 
that  a  particular  regulation  of  the  ftate  warranted  the  deduction  of  that  portion  of  the 
intereft  on  Britifh  debts,  which  accumulated  during  the  war.  But  the  courts  of  law  ad- 
hered to  the  plain  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace.  In  other  ftates  the  demands  of  Britifh. 
merchants  met  with  a  different  reception.  Courts  of  juftice  were  authorifed  to  direct, 
and  admic  the  reduction  of  intereft  ;  and  provisions  weie  made  for  refufing  it  alto- 
gether, for  a  fpecified  number  of  years.  Under  the  direction  of  many  of  the  courts, 
juries  invariably  abated  intereft  on  Britifh  debts,  for  feven  years  and  a  half .  The  laws 
of  America  prohibited,  during  the  time  of  the  war,  the  remittance  of  money  to  Bri- 
tain. The  perfon  who  made  fuch  £  remittance  w.ould  have  been  feverely  punifhed. 
The  American  debtor,  therefore,  alledged  that  it  would  be  unjuft  to  make  him  fuffer 
for  his  obedience  to  the  laws,  or  to  make  him  anfwerablc  for  the  intereft  of  a(uraf 
while  the  government  of  his  country  reftrained  him  from  paying  the  principal.  Iij 
Georgia,  .there  was  advanced  by  the  higheft  judicial  authority,  a  very  marked  opinion. 
The  legislature  of  the  ftate  had  paffed  no  acl  confirming  the  treaty  of  peace.  Hence 
it  was  inferred,  that  thi?  part  of  the  union  was  ftill  in  a  Hate  of  war  with  Britain,  frorn 
which  it  followed  that  no  attention  was  due  to  the  claims  of  Britifh  debrs.  In  Virgi- 
nia, where  very  large  fums  were  owing  to  Britain,  the  progrefs  of  payment  has  been 
extremely  flow.  A  confiderable  number  of  debts,  from  the  fmalluefs  of  the  fum  can 
only  be  recovered  in  the  county  courts  j  and,  according  to  Mr.  Hammond,  the  few 
attempts  made  in  Virginia,  Jo  recover  debts  in  courts  of  that  clafs,  have  univerfalfy 
failed.  In  foaie  otheis  of  the  fouthern  ftates,  he  alledged,  that  there  does  not  exift  a 
fingle  inftance,  where  a  Britifh  debt  has  been  recovered  in  their  courts,  though  fp 
many  years  have  elapfed,  fince  the  .eftablifhrnent  of  peace, 

from  thefe  details,  which,  in  the  original  correfpondence,  are  extended  to  a  great 
length,  Mr.  Hammond  infers,  that  the  treaty  of  peace  has  been  broken  by  the  united 
ftates  in  a  multitude  of  particulars,  and  thit  Britain  has  infinitely  more  reafon  to  be 
difTitisfied  with  America,  than  this  country  has  to  complain  of  Britain.  That  country 
has  difburfed  to  the  loyalifts,  four  millions  fterling*,  as  a  partial  compenfation  for  the 
loffes  which  they  have  fuftained  by  the  violation  of  the  terms  of  peace,  on  the  part  of 
America.  In  American  courts  of  law,  Britifh  creditors  have  in  general,  met  with 
unfurmountable  difficulties.  In  Britifh  courts,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
experienced,  without  exception,  the  fame  diftribution  of  juftice  as  Britifh  fubje&s 
themfelves. 

For  thefe  reafons,  the  king  of  Britain  has  thought  bimfelf  juftified  in  fufpending 
the  delivery  of  the  weftern  pofts.  '    - 

To  this  letter,  Mr.  JefFerfon  made  a  reply  of  confiderable  length,  in  which  he  ex- 
amines and  endeavours  to  refute  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  Britifh  ambafTador. 
The  fituadou  of  the  Americans  was,  he  fays,  without  example.  They  were  excluded 
from  all  commerce,  even  with  neutral  nations.  They  had  neither  arms  nor  money,  nor 
the  means  of  obtaining  them  from  abroad.  They  were  therefore  obliged  to  avail  them- 
felves of  fuch  refources  as  were  to  be  found  at  home.  Britain  djd  not  confider  it  as 
an  ordinary  war,  but  a  rebellion.  She  did  not  conduct  it  by  the  rules  of  war  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  law  of  nations,  but  according  to  her  own  acts  of  parliament,  made  from 
time  to  time,  to  fuit  circumftances.  She  would  not  admit  the  title  of  Americans  to 
the  ftricl;  rights  of  ordinary  war.  General  Gage  told  the  world  that  his  prifoners  were 
dcjlined  to  the  cord.    That  this  prefcription  would  have  been  applied  with  the  utmoft 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  in  his  hiitory  of  the  public  Revenue  of  the  British  empire,  slates  this  e.vpeose  at  thr.ee  nuDioqs 
aad  a  half  sterling.  ... 
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prodigality,  there  can  be  no  question,  if  fuccefs  had  juftified  the  prudence  of  the  mea- 
sure. It  would  be  eafy  to  vindicate  America,  by  proving  that  legislative  warfare  be- 
gan with  the  Britifh  parliament.  When  they  levelled  atperfons,  or  property,  it  wasa- 
gainft  entire  towns  or  countries,  without  difcrimi nation  of  caufe  or  conduct.  But  the 
Americans  did  not  confound  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  They  paid  a  careful  at- 
tention to  every  cafe.  As  a  fpecimen  of  British  lenity,  Mr.  Jefferfon  appeals  to  a  variety 
of  acts  of  parliament,  framed  in  reference  to  -the  American  revolution.  By  one  of 
thefe,  the  naval  officers  of  Britain  are  authorifed  to  compel  American  mariners  to 
ferve  on  board  of  Britifh  (hips  of  war  •,  and  fuch  mariners  are  declared  to  be,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes,  as  much  in  the  royal  fervice,  as  if  they  had  entered  voluntarily. 
By  this  ad,  an  American  prifoner  might  have  been  forced  to  (hoot  his  father,  to  avoid 
death  in  his  own  perfon  as  a  mutineer.  After  fuch  conduct,  on  her  fide,  England  was 
not  entitled  to  claim  from  America,  the  liberalities  of  war  ;  yet  the  confifcation  of  pro- 
perty was  not  univerfal,  and  that  of  debts  was  lefs  fo.  As  to  the  restitution  of  property 
to  the  loyalists,  and  the  permiffion  for  thofe  people  to  return  into  his  country,  in 
Search  of  it,  Mr.  Jefferfon  gives  a  full  and  Satisfactory  anfwer.  He  fays  that  the  Ame- 
rican ambaffkdors  never  made  any  pofitive  Stipulation  to  this  effect.  It  was  plainly 
understood  and  expreffed,  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  refers  to 
this  Subject,  that  the  practicability  of  this  ctaufe  was  very  doubtful.  In  other  parts  of 
the  treaty,  it  is  exprefsly  agreed,  that  fuch  things  (hall  be  done  ;  but  in  this  article,  the. 
Style  at  once  alters.  The  congrefs  are  engaged,  that  they  fh all  earneftly  recommend,  be« 
caufe  it  was  exprefsly  understood,  by  all  parties,  concerned,  thrt  it  was  beyond  the 
power  of  congrefs  to  enforce  the  performance  of  fuch  a  condition.  It  was  impoffible 
that  the  negociators,  on  either  fide,  Should  have  been  ignorant  of  the  difference  be- 
tween promising  to  do  a  thing,  and  barely  promising  to  recommend  the  doing  of  it.  The 
evidence,  produced  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  removes  all  hefitation  with  regard  to  this  point ; 
and  as  it  is  of  the  utmoSt  confequence  to  the  public  character  of  America,  that  fuch 
foul  imputations  Should  be  eradicated,  it  is  worth  while  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  the 
language  and  ideas  of  the  negociators  themfelves.  When  the  Britifh  commissioners 
preffed  for  restitution  to  the  refugees,  they  were  anfwered  by  the  American  envoys 
at  Paris,  that  it  was  unreafonable  to  reftore  property  to  them,  urlefs  thefe  perfons 
would  reimburfe  the  property  or'  American  citizens  which  they  had  destroyed  ;  and 
it  was  further  obferved,  that  were  congrefs  to  recommend  fuch  a  restoration  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  different  States,  the  propofal  would  be  rejected.  Mr.  Ofwald,  the 
chief  commissioner  in  that  bufinefs,  on  the  part  of  Britain,  was  likewife  informed, 
that  the  eftates  had,  in  many  inftances,  paSTed  by  legal  titles  through  feveial  hands, 
fp  that  their  restoration  was  in  itfelf  almoSt  altogether  impossible.  If  fuch  a  propofal 
y/as  tranfmitted  from  Paris  to  congrefs,  that  body  would  fend  it  to  the  feveral  legifr 
Jatures,  where  twelve  or  fifteen  months  would  be  fpent  upon  debate,  without  the 
fmaiieft  chance  of  its  being  carried  at  laft.  In  the  mean  time,  Britain  muSl  carry  on 
the  war  fix  or  nine  months  longer  for  the  defperate  chance  of  this  compenfation  to 
the  refugees,  while  every  month  of  the  war  would  coft  her,  in  one  way  or  other,  afum 
Sufficient  to  Satisfy  them.  Mr.  Adams  reminded  Mr.  Ofwald  of  themaffacre  of  Wyo- 
ming, and  of  the  prifon-Ships  and  churches  at  New- York,  in  which  the  garrifon  of 
Fort  Washington  were  famiShed,  that  they  might  be  induced  to  enliSt  in  refugee  corps. 
He  alfo  defiredMr.  Ofwald  to  recollect  «*  the  burning  of  cities,  and  the  theft  of  plate, 
negroes,  and  tobacco."  Dr.  Franklin  placed  this  queStion  in  a  very  plain  light.  The 
firft  principle  of  the  treaty  was  equality  and  reciprocity.  The  doctor  applied  this  rule 
to  the  cafe  pf  the  refugees.  He  put  the  cafe,  that  a  draper  had  fold  a  piece  of  cloth  upon 
credit.  He  then  fends  a  Servant  to  bring  it  back  by  force  from  the  purchafer.  He  next 
brings  his  action  for  the  price  of  the  cloth.  A  court  of  law  would  oblige  him  *p  give 
back  the  cjoth  itfejf,  before  he  could  be  entitled  to  the  price.  The  doctor  then  ftateej 
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the  quantities  of  goods  that  had  been  carried  away  from  Bofton,  Philadelphia,  and 
other  places.  His  own  library,  in  Philadelphia,  formed  one  article  in  the  catalogue  of 
plunder  General  Gage  agreed  with  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  that  they  fhould  fur- 
render  their  arms,  and  upon  this  condition,  he  promifed  to  let  them  depart  with  their 
effeas  The  arms  were  delivered  5  the  promife  was  broken  ,  and  the  goods  were  fi- 
nally carried  off  in  large  quantities  to  Halifax.  Thefe  particulars  are  extracted  from 
the  journal  of  Mr.  Adams.  Dr.  Franklin  was  equally  determined  upon  this  point. 
He  allured  Mr.  Ofwald,  that  if  a  reconciliation  was  intended,  no  mention  ought  to  be 
made  of  the  refugees.  They  had  wantonly  burned  farm-houfes,  villages,  and  towns  ; 
and  if  compenfation  for  them  was  demanded,  the  united  ftates  would  certainly  ex- 
hibit againft  them  an  account  of  the  ravages  which  they  had  committed.  He  pro- 
duced  from  congrefs  a  refolution  dated  the  !Oth  of  September,  1782,  wherein  their 
fecretary  of  foreign  affairs  was  directed  to  obtain,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  authentic 
returns  of  the  flaves  and  other  property  carried  off  or  deftroyed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
war  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  their  minifters  at  Paris  were  informed,  that  congrefs  con- 
fidered  the  gre  at  lofs  of  property  as  an  infuperable  bar  againft  the  propofed  reftitu- 
tion.  Doctor  Franklin  tranfmitted  a  copy  of  this  refolution  to  Mr.  Ofward,  incloied 
in  a  letter  which  contains  the  following  paragraph.  '«  The  enormities  not  only  com- 
"  mitted  by  thefe  people,  and  under  the  direction  of  Britifh  generals,  but  thofecom- 
"  mitted  by  the  Britifh  troops  themfelves,  will  form  a  record  that  mufr  render  the 
"Britifh  name  odious  in  America  to  the  lateft  generation.  In  that  authentic  record 
**  Xviz-  the  report  of  the  fecretary  to  congrefs,)  will  be  found  the  burning  of  the  fine 
•*  towns  of  Charlefton,  near  Bofton,  of  Falmouth,  juft  before  winter,  when  the 
*'  fick,  the  aged,  the  women,  and  children  were  driven  to  feek  fhelter  where  they 
*'  could  hardly  find  it -,  of  Norfolk,  in  the  midftof  winter  ;  of  New- London,  of 
'«  Efopus,  &c.  &c.  befides  near  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  well- fettled  country  laid 
"  wafte,  every  houfe  and  barn  burnt,  and  many  hundreds,  of  farmers,  with  their  wives 
•f  and  children,  butchered  and  fcalped," 

The  detail  fufnciently  afcertains   the   fenfe  of  the  negociators,  on  each  fide,  with 
regard  toreftituticn.     Mr.  Ofwald  accepted  the  recommendation  from  congrefs,  mere- 
ly as  better  than  nothing,  and  that  he  might   have   fomething   to  oppofe  to  the  cla- 
mours of  the  refugees.     He  might likewife  think  it  a    circumftance  of  prefent  relief 
at  leaft,  that  the  queftion  of  the  indemnification  fhould  be  kept  out  of  fight,  till  time 
and  events  could  by  degrees  open  it  upon  the  nation.     Mr.  Jefferfon  likewife  quoted 
the  fpeeches  of  feveral  members  in  parliament,  who  univerfally  confidered  the  matter 
as  he,  at  this  time,  reprefented  it,     Mr.  Ofwald  had  been  told  by  the  American  am- 
baffadors,  that  all  the  ftates  would  refufe  to  comply  with  this  recommendation  ;    yet 
only  one  ftate  gave  an  abfolute  refufal.    In  reply  to  the  payment  of  four  millions  fter- 
ling,by  the  Britifh  nation  to  the'refugees,  Mr  Jefferfon  fufpecled  that  there  were  fome 
fingle  ftates  of  the  union,  to  which  that  fum  would  not  have  been  an  indemnification 
for  the  lofies  of  property  fuftained  even  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war.  He  likewife  affirmed 
that  the  money  given,  to  the  refugees  was  very  unaccountably   beftowed.    Confidera- 
ble  fums  were  diftributed  to  perfons  whofe  debts  far  exceeded  their  poffeflions,  and' 
who,  by  the  moft  faithful  adminiftration  of  their  property  in  America,  could  pay  but" 
a  few  fhillings  in  the  pound  totheir  creditors.     Mr.  Jefferfon  next  proceeded  to  exa- 
mine the  article  of  debts  y  and  he  recapitulated,  in  the  firft  place,  the  immenfe  proper- 
ty carried  off,  by  general  Carleton;  from  New- York,  after  the  peace  had  been  figned. 
He  likewife  fpecifled  anumber  of  circumftances  to  fhow,  that  though,  by  the  articles 
of  that  treaty,  the  Britifh  were   to   deliver,  the  weftern  pofts   with   all   convenient: 
fpeed,  yet  that  they,  never  had  any  serious  defign  of  delivering  them  at  all:  It  was^ 
in  confequence  of  the  negroes  being  taken  away,  that  the  ftate  of  Virginia  laid  ob- 
ftruftfons  on  the  payment  of  Britifh  debts.     If  the  weftern  pofts  had  been  given  \xf 
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in  terms  of  the  treaty,  the  fur  trade  would  have  fupplied  a  refource  for  the  difcharge 
of  debts  to  Britain.  'Mr.  Jefferfon  next  examines  three  obftacles  oppofed  to  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  the  Britifn  creditors.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  the  delay  of  payment ;  but  this 
was  absolutely  unavoidable  from  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  country.  By  the  nature  of 
the  commerce  between  the  united  dates  and  Britain,  the  former  were  always  in  debt 
to  thi  litter.  When  peace  permi'-ted  thofe  American  farmers,  who  had  been  driven 
from  their  plantations,  to  return  home,  their  lands  were  naked  and  defolate,  and  im- 
mediate payment  was  impracticable.  In  1783,  there  was  a  conference,  on  this  fub- 
j-ect  between  the  American  minifter,  at  London,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Britifli 
American  merchants.  On  this  occafion,  the  latter  declared,  that  on  the  part  of  th^ 
creditors,  there  would  not  be  a  moment's  hesitation  to  accept  payment  by  annual  in- 
ftalments  for  (even  years  ;  and  Mr.  Jefferfon  quotes  an  ad  of  the  ftate  of  South  Caro- 
lina, by  which  payment  -of  debts  was  fufpended  for  only  nine  months.  They  were 
then  to  be  difcharged  by  four  annual  inftalments.  He  quotes  feveral  other  laws  to  the 
fame  purpofe.  Moft  of  them  required  the  debtor  to  give  fecurity,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  his  creditor  ;  and  in  every  cafe,  they  provided  complete  indemnification  for  the  de- 
lay, by  payment  of  the  intervening  intereft.  One  circumftance  among  others,  pre- 
vented the  fpeedy  difcharge  of  American  debts.  The  Britifh  government,  by  prohi- 
bitory duties,  excluded  from  their  own  ports  feveral  of  the  moft  valuable  articles  of 
American  production. 

A  fecond  obftacle  to  the  payment  of  Britifk  debts  was  faid  to  be,  that  the  debtor 
who  delivered  his  property  to  his  creditor,  was  relieved  from  perfonal  imprifonment. 
This  rule  Mr.  Jefferfon  vindicates  on  the  obvious  arguments  of  humanity  and  juftice. 
A  third  complaint  was,  that  paper  money  was  permitted  to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the 
payment  of  goods  fold  in  execution.  To  this  Mr.  Jefferfon  anfwers,  that  to  produce 
hard  money  was,  on  many  occaiions,  utterly  impoflible.  As  to  the  affertion,  that 
Britifh  debts  had  not  been  recovered,  feveral  letters  were  produced  from  lawyers  of 
eminence  in  New-York,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North,  and  South  Corolina,  which 
.proved,  that  the  fubftantial  accufation  was  altogether  untrue  and  unfounded,  .and 
that  Britifh  merchants  recovered  their  debts  with  as  much  facility  as  any  other  clafs 
of  people.  In  Georgia,  noinftance  had  occurred  of  a  recovery  by  a  Britifn  mei  chant, 
againft  an  American  debtor.  But  this  was  not  afcribed  10  any  relaxation  in  the 
courfe  of  juftice.  The  parties  had  univerfally  made  an  amicable  fettlement  of  their 
,tranfa<3:ions. 

We  have  been  the  more  explicit  upon  this  fubject,  becaufe,  though  it  is  of  the 
greateft  importance,  it  has  hitherto  been  very  imperfectly  underftood,  both  in  Bri- 
rain  and  America.  The  laft  letter  from  Mr.  Jefierion  appears  to  have  contained  ar- 
guments of  unanfwerable  weight  •,  for  though  a  reply  was  requefted  by  him,  the 
bufinefs  has  been  fuffered  to  reft  for  upwards  of  two  years,  without  a  further  expla- 
nation. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1798,  the  Britifh  government,  in  confquence  of  their  hoftili- 
ties  with  France,  publifhed  additional  inftruclions  to  the  commanders  of  their  fliips  of 
war,  for  the  ftoppage  of  neutral  veffels,  freighted  with  provifions,  and  bound  to  any 
.port  in  that  republic.  Ships  attempting  to'enter  any  French  port,  blockaded  by  the 
Britifh  navy,  were  to  be  condemned,  with  their  cargoes,  of  whatever  articles  they 
:Confifted.  To  this  laft  claufc  there  was  a  dimited  exception  in  favour  of  Denmark^ 
and  of  Sweden.  This  exception  was  confidered  as  arifing  from  a  dread  of  the  .ma- 
ritime force  of  thefe  two  nations.  If  juftice  had  been  confulted  in  the  cafe,  American 
.vefiels  were  certainly  as  well  entitled  to  a  free  navigation,  as  thofe  of  any  other  coun- 
try. This  meafure  produced  a  diplomatic. difcuffion,  both  at  London  and  Philadel- 
phia ;  it  is  needlefs  to  fay,  with  what  fuccefs,  as  we  have  already  ftated  the  fubjfe* 
quent  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  additional  inftru&ions. 
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A  fpeech  appeared  In  the  American  papers,  laft  fpring,  afcribed  to jord  Dorchefter, 
the  Britifh  governor-general  in  Canada  ;  and  faid  to  have  been  addrefied  by  him  to  fe- 
veral  Indian  nations.  In  this  fpeech  his  lordfhip  informed  thefavages,  whom  he  enti- 
tled his  dear  children,  that  he  mould  not  be  furprifed,  if,  in  the.courfeof  the  prefent 
vear,  England  and  America  were  at  war.  In  addition  to  this  intelligence,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  united  dates  received  notice,  in  May  laft,  that  governor  Simcoe  had 
gone  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami,  followed  by  three  companies  of  3 
Britifh  regiment,  in  order  to  build  a  fort  there.  From  this  circurnftance,  and  the 
fpeech  of  Dorchefter,  a  rupture  with  Britain  was  univerfally  expected  in  this  country. 
On  the  20th  of  May,  1794,  Mr.  Randolph  addrefied  a  letter  on  this  fubject  to 
the  Britifh  ambaflador  ;  and  in  this  letter  he  pronounced  the  expedition  of  bimcoe 
to  be  hoftility  ilfelf.  A  correfpondence  of  fome  length  enfued,  and  Mr.  Hammond 
at  once  declared  himfelf  willing  to  admit  the  authenticity  of  the  fpeech  afcribed  to- 
his  lordihip.  The  bufinefs,  though  alarming  for  the  moment,  will,  moft  likely,, 
terminate  in  peace. 

On  the  26th  of  May  Jaft,  the  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  read  a  copy  of  this  perform- 
ance in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  peers.  Lord  Grenville,  in  reply,,  deniea  any  knowledge 
of  it.  Lanfdowne  moved,  that  a  copy  of  Dorchefter's  inftructions  fhould  be  laid  before 
the  houfe.  To  this  propofal  Grenville  refufed  his  affent ;  and  the  only  probable  reafon 
for  fuch  a  refufal,  was,  that  his  previous  acquaintance  with  the  contents  of  this  fpeech 
muft  have  been  thereby  difcovered.  Lord  Stanhope  faid,  that  Grenville  had  admitted 
the  poffible  authenticity  of  fuch  a  paper.  The  minifterial  benches,  all  in  one  voice,  an- 
fwered,  No  1  Lord  Stanhope  repeated  his  affertion,  and  fubjoined,  that  Grenville,  as 
a  neceffary  confequence,  bad  admitted  the pcffibihly  of  a  war  with  America.  Grenville 
clofed  thecoverfation,  by  obferving,  that  as  this  affertion  fell  only  from  lord  Stanhope^ 
it  required  no  anfwer.  There  is  little  doubt,  however,  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic, 
that  the  affirmation  of  lord  Stanhope  was  perfectly  well  founded.  The  admiffion  of 
Mr.  Hammond,  fixes,  were  other  evidence  wanting,  the  authenticity  of  the  fpeech; 
and,  if  there  had  not  been  fome  idea  of  war,  the  expedition  of  governor  Simcoe  can- 
not be  explained.  In  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  fame  day,  Mr.  Dundas,  fecrerary 
offtate,  denied,  in  the  ftrongtft  terms,  all  knowledge  of  fuch  a  production.  There 
is  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  believe  what  he  faid  •,  for,  as  Mr.  Fox  juftly  obferved,  Dor- 
chefter is  not  a  perfon  who  would  hazard  fuch  a  conduct,,  without  proper  authority. 
We  have  been  more  particular,  in  the  detail  of  this  debate,  than  it  may,  at  firft  fight, 
feem  to  deferve,  becaufe  its  contents  are  of  the  moft  aufpicious  afpecl:  for  the  peace' 
of  America.  From  the  tone  of  the  Englifh  miniftqrs,  we  learn,  that  a  rupture  with: 
the  united  ftates,  is  regarded,  in  that  country,  with  univerfal  reprobation.  By  a  fub- 
fequent  account,  we  are  informed,  that  the  authenticity  of  the  fpeech  of  Dorchefter,. 
has  been  at  laft  admitted,  by  the  Britifh,  miniftry,  though  they  ftill  pretend  to  deny 
all  previous  acquaintance  with  its  contents.  They,  appear  however,  to  have  relin- 
quifhed  their  hoftile  intentions  ;  and  the  recent  and  fignal  fuccefl'es  of  the  French  arms 
in  Flanders,   will  certainly  confirm  the  pacific  temper  of  the  Britifh  nation. 

In  April  laft,  Mr.  John  Jay,  chkf  judge  of  the  united  ftates,  who  had  been' 
©ne  of  the  American  plenipotentiaries,  at  the  peace  of  Paris,  was  appointed  by  the 
prefident,  as  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  London.  This  nomination  was; 
urged,  in  congrefs,  as  one  argument  for  deferring  any  violent  meafures  againft  Bri- 
tain._  After  a  fhort  paflage  he  arrived  in  England,,  and  has  met  with  a  polite  re- 
ception. r 

For  fome  time  paft,  the  Indians,  on  the  back  fettlements,.  have  been  extremely 
IrouDleiome ;  and  a  war  with  the  fix  nations,  among  others,  is  daily  expected.  We 
loiraerly    mentioned,    that  the  Onondago  Indians  had  fold   their  territory,  with,  a 


*  Vol.  II.  ga^e  293 


U  N  I  T  E  D     S  T  A  T  E  S.  523 

fmall  reservation,  to  the  ftate  of  New -York  ;  and  were  to  receive  for  it  an  annual 
gratuity  of  five  hundred  dollars.  Intelligence  has  been  received,  that  this  tribe,  a 
few  individuals  excepted,  has  quitted  its  ancient  territories,  and  retired  within  the 
Britifh  line.  It  is  understood  that  this  emigration  has  been  excited'  by  the  government 
of  Canada. 

It  has  already*  been  obferved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  counties  of  Penn- 
fylvania  have  contributed  but  little  to  the  general  amount  of  expenfes  for  fupporting 
the  federal  government.  The  excife  law,  reflecting  diftilled  Spirits,  hath,  fince  it 
was  firSt  preSTed,  been  a  Subject  of  particular  difcontent  in  that  quarter.  The  counties 
of  Alleghany,  Washington,  Fayette,  and  Weftmoreland,  distinguished  thernfclves  by 
an  early  and  ardent  opposition  to  the  fvftem.  The  people  in  this  part  of  the  union 
had  originally  acceded  with  fome  reluctance,  to  the  new  constitution  ;  and  hitherto 
it  appears  that  part  of  them  have  not  become  reconciled  to  it.  Washington  county 
has  been  remarkable  for  a  more  obftinate  repugnance  to  the  eftablifhment  of  an  ex- 
cife than  the  others.  The  flame  of  difcontent  Seems  there  to  have  been  constantly 
kept  alive.  At  length  it  has  burft  into  action  ;  and  a  recital  of  the  particulars,  be'- 
conies  a  painful  but  requifite  addition  to  this  part  of  our  work. 

At  SirSt  the  public  diSTatisfaction  was  vented  in  general  complaints.  Certain  per- - 
fons  entered  into  private  ailbciations  to  forbear  compliance  with  the  law.  The  ex- 
,  eife  officers  received  fome  marks  of  contempt  and  rudenefs.  On  the  27th  of  July, 
1  792,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  had  at  a  place  called  Redftone,  Old  Fort.  It 
was  there  concerted  that  a  county  committee  Should  be  convened  in  each  of  the  four 
counties  before  named.  On  the  23d  of  Auguft,  179 1,  the  committee  for  the  county 
of  Washington  aSTembled.  They  palled  fome  angry  refolutions  which  were  published 
in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette.  Theycenfured  the  law  in  the  Stronger!  terms.  They  declared, 
that  any  perfon  accepting  an  office  under  congrefs  for  the  execution  of  it,  Should  be 
confi.iered  as  unfriendly  to  the  intereft  of  the  country.  They  recommended  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  Washington  county  to  refufe  all  correfpondence  or  intercourfe  with  excife 
officers.  They  likewiSe  published  fome  Severe  reflexions  on  the  federal  government, 
with  regard  to  various  other  political  points.  A  fecond  meeting  took  place  on  the 
7th  of  September,  179  1,  at  Pittsburg,  in  Alleghany  county.  The  members  confifted' 
of  delegates  from  the  four  weftern  counties.  They  entered  into  numerous  refolu- 
tions, not  only  respecting  the  excife  law,  but  likewiSe  as  to  what  they  termed  the  ex- 
orbitant Salaries  of  office,  the  institution  of  a  national  bank,  the  unreafonable  intereft- 
of  the  public  debt,  and  the  want  of  discrimination  between  original  holders  and 
transferees.  A  representation  to  congrefs  was  drawn  up,  with  a  remonftrance  to  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  Thefe  papers,  and  an  account  of  the  reft  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, were  inferted  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,  and  afterwards  prefented  to  the 
reSpecftive  bodies  to  whom  they  were  addrefled,  On  the  6th  of  September,  1791,  Ro- 
bert Johnfton,  collector  of  the  revenue  for  the  counties  of  Alleghany  and  Washing- 
ton, was  Seized  at  a  place  on  Pigeon  Creek,  in  Washington  county,  by  a  party  of  men 
armed  and  in  difguife.  They  tarred  and  feathered  him,  cut  off  his  hair,  Seized  his 
horfe,  and  left  him  in  that  Situation  to  travel  on  foot  for  a  considerable  diftance.  The 
cafe  was  brought  before  the  diftrict  courtof  Pennsylvania.  The  deputy  marfhal  of  the 
ftate  was  directed  to  Serve  the  offenders  with  procefles.  On  his  arrival  at  Pittsburg, 
for,that  purpofe,  he  found  it  dangerous  to  proceed.  He  therefore  Sent  the  papers  to  the 
parties  concerned,  by  a  private  meflenger,  under  cover.  This  man  was  feized,  whipped,, 
tarred  and  feathered.  He  was  robbed  of  his  horfe  and  money.  He  was  blindfolded 
and  tied  in  the  woods  •,  in  which  condition  he  remained,  without  relief,  for  fiv& 
hours,.     A  collector  of  the  revenue  for  Weftmoreland  and  Fayette  counties,.  was> 
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likewife,   about  the  fame  time,  grofsly  abufed.  In  October,   1791,  a  poor  man   who 
was  difordered  in   his  mind,    and  a  ftranger  in  that  part  of  the   country,  imagined 
himfelf  to  be  a  collector  of  the  revenue,  or  fome  way  concerned  in   the  bufinefs.   He 
accordingly  commenced    enquiries  refpecting  the   diftillers,    who  had  entered  their 
ftills,  and  gave  out  that  he  was  to  travel  through  the  united  dates,  and  make  a  report 
upon  thefubject.   A  party  in  difguife  dragged  him  from  his  bed  to  a  fmith's   forge 
at  the  diRanceof  five  miles.  They  next  dripped  off  and  burnt  his  clothes.   The  luna- 
tic Limfelf  was  tarred,  feathered,  feared  and  wounded,    in  feveral  places,    with  a   hot 
iron  ;   and  about  day-light,  in  the  following  morning,  he  was  difmiffed  naked     Two 
witnefles,  who  were  to  have  given    evidence  on  this  cafe  in  a  court  of  juftice,  were 
made  prifoners  and  carried  off.      One  Rofeberry  having   remarked   in   converfation, 
that  a  people,  who  did  not  obey  the  laws  of  government,  could  not  Feafonably  expect 
its  protection,   he  was  tarred  and    feathered.   In  the  feffion   ofcongrefs,    which   com- 
menced in  October  1791,  the  law,    that  had  been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  mifchief,    was 
revifed,  and  the  duty  was  reduced  to  a  very   moderate  rate.    Other  alterations   were 
made  in  favour  of  the  manufacture  of  diftilled  fpirits.  Opposition,  inconfequence,  fub- 
fided  in  every  part  of  the  continent,  except  the  four  Weftern  counties  of  Pennfvlvania. 
An  important  -point  in  the  fcheme  of  refiftance,   was  to  prevent   the  eftablifhment 
of  officers  for  collecting  the  revenue.   In  this  refpec-t  the  inhabitants   of  the    weftern 
counties  were  fuccefsful.   They   intimidated  every    perfon  who  was  difpofed  to   let  a 
houfe  for  tiiat  purpofe,   by    menacing  him    with  the  lofs  of  his  property  and  his  life. 
Alter  much  effort,   the  infpector  of  the  revenue  obtained  leave  to  open  an  office  of 
infpection  for  the  county  of  Wafhington,   in  the  houfe  of  captain  Wiliiam  Faulkner. 
This  took  place  in  Auguft,  1792  •,   but  captain  Faulkner  was  not  long  after  encoun- 
tered by  a  number  of  people  ;  who  drew  a  knife,  and  threatened  to  tar,  feather,  and 
fcalp  him,   and  to  reduce  his  houfe  and  property  to  afh.es,    unlefs  he  promifed  to  pre- 
vent the  further  ufe  of  his  houfe  for  an  office.    He  was  obliged  to  come  under  this 
•  engagement,    and  the  infpector  gave  up  his  proceedings. 

On  the  2  lit  of  Augufi:,  1792,  there  was  another  meeting  of  fundry  inhabitants  of 
the  weftern  counties,  he!d  at  Pittsburgh.  They  entered  into  a  number  of  violent  re- 
Solutions.  The  prefidenr,  on  the  15th  of  September  following,  published  a  procla- 
lv.ation,  exhorting  the  parries  concerned,  to  defift  from  their  diforderly  proceedings. 
Profecutions  were  commenced  againft  the  above  mentioned  rioters  •,  and  the  attornev- 
general -attended  a  circuit  court  held  at  Yorktown  in  October  ;  but  a  miftake  having 
happened  with  refpect  to  the  peifons  indicted,  who  weie  difcovered  nocto  have  been 
guilty,   the  profecutions  were  laid  afidt. 

In  the  mean 'time  various  expedients  were  adopted  to  IciTen  the  unpopularity  of 
the  law  in  the  weftern  counties.  One  of  thefe  was  to  purchafe  the  fpirits  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continental  army,  from  manufacturers  who  paid  the  duty.  Some  profecutions 
w ere  commenced  againft  offenders,  and,  where  it  could  not  be  done  with  fafcty,  fome 
feizures  were  made.  In  April,  1793,  a  party  of  men  armed,  and,  as  ufual,  difguifed, 
broke,  during  the  night, -into  the  houfe  of  a  collector  of  revenue,  in  Favette  county. 
He  was  not  at  home,  but  they  threatened  and  abufed  his  family.  Warrants  for  ap- 
prehending fome  of  the  rioters  were  iffued,  and  delivered  to  the  fheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty, who  has  fince  been  indicted  for  refuting  to  execute  them.  In  June,  1793,  the  in- 
fpectorof  the  revenue  was  burnt  in  effigy  in  Alleghany  county,  at  a  public  meeting. 
-.On  the  night  of  the  stad  of  November  following,  a  party  of  men  broke  into  the 
houfe  of  the  collector  of  Fayette,  for  whom  they-had  fearc'hed  in  April.  After  fome 
refiftance,  the  officer  was  compelled  to furrender  his  commiflion  and  his  books.  Yet, 
•in  fpite  of  thefe  outrages,  the  law  appeared,  about  the  end  of  1793,  to  be  finning 
.ground.  Some  of  the  principal  diftillers,  who  had  formerly  refufed  to  pay  the  tax, 
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be^an  to  comply  with  the  law  •,  and  others  difcovered  a  difpofition  to  have  done  fo 
if  they  dared.  This  growing  ttmper  feems  to  have  exafperated  the  bitterhefs  of oppo- 
sition. One  of  the  diftillers  who  complied,  had  his  barn  burnt  •,  and  another,  Jame3 
Kiddoe,  was  vifited  by  a  party,  who  broke  into  his  ftill-houfe,  and  had  very  near  fet 
it  on  fire.  In  May  and  June,  new  violences  were  committed.  Kiddoe  had  parts  of  his 
grift- mill  carried  away.  The  ftill  of  William  Cochran,  another  complving  diftiller, 
was  deftroyed,  his  grift- mill  extremely  injured,  and  the  faw  taken  from  his  faw- 
miil.  A  note  in  writing  was  left  for  him,  requiring  him  to  publilh  in  the  Pittfburg 
Gazette,  an  account  of  his  loffes.  In  June,  an  attempt  was  made  to  open  offices  in 
Weftmoreland  and  Wafhington,  for  the  annual  entries  of  ftiils.  In  the  former  county, 
it  was  kept  open,  with  fome  difficulty,  to  the  end  of  the  month.  But  in  Wafhington 
county  it  was  fooner  fuppreffed.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  June,  twelve  perfons,  armed 
and  painted  black,  broke  into  the  houfe  of  John  Lynn,  where  the  office  was  kept.  I  hey 
cut  off  his  hair,  and  tarred  and  feathered  him.  They  made  him  fwear  never  to  dif- 
clofe  their  names,  and  never  again  to  fufFer  an  excife-office  in  his  houfe  ;  and  left  him 
naked  and  tied  to  a  tree.  Some  days  after,  he  received  a  fecond  vifit ;  part  of  his  houfe 
was  pulled  down  •,  and  he  was  forced  to  fly  the  country. 

In  the  laft  feffion  of  congrefs,  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  amending  the  excife  law  ; 
and  it  pafTed  on  the  5th  of  June  1764.  Proccfs  iffued  againft  a  number  of  diftillers  in 
Fayette  and  Alleghany.  In  July,  indictments  were  found  in  a  circuit  court  held  at  Phi- 
lade'phia,  againft  two  of  the  rioters,  concerned,  in  November  1793,  in  the  attack  upon 
the  houfe  of  a  collector  in  Fayette  county.  The  marftial  of  the  d'ftrict  went  in  perfori 
to  ferve  thefe  proceffes.  On  the  15th  of  July,  he  was  befet,  on  the  road,  in  Alleghany 
county,  by  between  thirty  and  forty  armed  men.  They  fired  upon  him,  but  without 
effect.  On  the  1 6th  of  July,  about  an  hundred  perfons,  armed,  made  an  attack  on  the 
houfe  of  the  infpector  of  the  revenue,  near  Pittfburg.  After  fome  time,  they  went 
ofF.  The  infpector  applied,  by  letter,  to  the  judges,  generals  of  militia,  and  fheriff  of 
the  county,  for  protection.  He  was  informed,  in  anfwer,  that  protection  was  imprac- 
ticable. He  was,  however,  joined  bv  eleven  men  from  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Pitt,  and 
one  of  his  friends,  major  Abraham  Kirkpatrick.  He  withdrew  to  a  place  of  conceal- 
ment, and  the  others  undertook  the  defence  of  the  houfe.  A  firing  enfued.  There 
was  killed  James  Macfarlane,  a  major  in  the  militia,  and  who  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
ringleader  of  the  rioters.  Several  others  were  wounded,  as  were  three  of  the  party 
who  defended  the  houfe.  At  laft,  the  affailants  fet  fire  to  the  adjacent  buildings,  eight 
in  number.  Major  Kirkpatrick  and  his  party  were  then  forced  to  furrender  ;  and  the 
houfe  was  burnt  to  the  ground,  Themarfhal,  with  col.  Prefley  Neville,  and  feveral 
others,  were  taken  going  to  the  houfe.  All  the  prifoners  made  their  efcape,  excepting 
the  two  firft,  who  were  detained  till  about  one  o'clock  next  morning,  at  an  imminent 
hazard  of  their  lives. 

Next  day,  a  deputation  was  fent  by  the  rioters,  to  Pittsburg,  to  require  that  the 
marJhal  and  the  infpector  fhouid  refign  their  offices.  Inftead  of  this,  they  fled  ;  and 
as  it  was  known,  that  the  ufual  routes  to  Philadelphia  were  befet,  they  began  a 
voyage  down  the  Ohio,  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  July.  On  the  25th  of  the  fame 
month,  the  mail  between  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia  was  intercepted  by  two  men, 
who  broke  it  open,  and  took  away  moft  of  the  letters,  to  difcover  the  fentiments  of 
the  writers.  Several  perfons,  in  confequence  of  difcoveries  made  in  this  way,  have  been 
forced  to  quit  the  country.  A  meeting  has  fince  been  held,  of  delegates,  from  the 
four  weftern  counties  of  Pennfylvania,  and  from  Ohio  county,  in  Virginia.  They 
entered  into  refolutions,  in  which  they  reprobated  the  taking  of  citizens  for  trial  out 
of  their  vicinage—- recommended  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  draft  a  remon- 
ftrance  to  congrefs,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  excife  Jaw,  and  that  a  lefs  odious  tax  might 
befubftituted  in  its  ftead,  which  the  people  of  thofe  counties  will  chearfully  pay-»-and 
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finally  engaged  to  exert  themfelves  in  fupport  of  the  municipal  laws  of  the  feveral 
ftates,  and  efpecially  in  preventing  any  violence  or  outrage  againft  the  property  or 
perfon  of  any  individual. 

Thus  affairs  remain  at  prefent.  The  prefident  of  the  united  ftates  has  iflued  a  requi- 
fition  for  drafts  from  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  New-Jerfey,  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  againft  the  firft  of  September,  as  a  laft  refource,  to 
enforce,  if  neceflary,  the  execution  of  the  laws.  Mean  while,  commiffioners  from 
Pennfylvania,  and  from  the  united  dates,  have  been  difpatched  to  treat  with  the  in- 
furgents.  The  event  remains  in  the  womb  of  time.  That  the  dreadful  alternative, 
of  fellow  citizens  embruing  their  hands  in  each  others  blood,  may  be  avoided,  in  Come 
honourable  mode,  is  our  wifh,  and  that  of  every  good  citizen  of  the  union. 
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pJTUATJON  AND  EXTENT, 


f.42  °    44  and  45  °  north  latitude, 

ti  °  43  and    3  °  36  eaft  longitude, 
from  Philadelphia. 


Miles. 
Length.  -         -  160^ 

Breadth  on  the  fouth  line,      40  >     between 
on  the  north  line,       .96  J 

Containing  10,237  fq.uare  miles,  and  6,552,000  acres. 

B  -.   T  TERMONT  is  bounded,  fouth,  by  the  north  line  of  Maffachu- 

'J  y  f^tts,  and  a  line  continued  weft  from  the  northweft  corner  of 
Maffachufetts,  in  the  fouth  line  of  the  town  of  Powna),  to  the  foutbweft  corner  of  that 
town-,  on  the  weft  by  a  line  in  the  weft  lines  of  the  towns  of  Pownal,  Bennington, 
Shaftfbury,  Arlington,  Sangate,  Rupert,  Pawlett,  WeJls,  and  Poultney,  to  the  river 
which  empties  into  the  Eaft  Bay, thence  down  the  deepeft  channel  of  that  riyer  to  Eaft 
Bay  which  is  an  arm  of  Lake  Champlain  ;  thence  along  the  deepeft  channel  of  South 
Bay,  and  Lake  Champlain,  to  the  weft  of  the  jflands  called  Four  Brothers,  the  Grand 
Ifle,  and  Ifle  a  Motte,  to  latitude  45.  ,On  the  north,  by  a  line  drawn  on  the  45th 
degree  of  latitude,  from  Lake  Champlain  on  the  weft,  to  Connejfticut  river  on  the 
eaft.     The   weft  bank  of  Connecticut  river  is  the  eaftern  boundary. 

This  ftate  has  the  ftates  of  New-Hampfhire,  on  the  eaft,  Maflachufetts,on  the  fouth, 
New- York,  on  the  weft,  and  the  province  of  Quebec,  on  the  north. 

Divisions.)  Vermont  is  at  prefent  divided  into  the  following  counties. 


Counties. 


u  J  Benning 


ton, 


«  -I  Rutland, 
£  I  Addifon, 
O   Lchittenden, 


Shire  towns, 
f  Bennington,  and 
L  Manchester, 
Rutland, 
Middlebury, 
Burlington, 


«±2 


Counties. 
r  Windham, 

«  1  Windfor, 

c   (.  Orange, 


Shire  towns. 

New  Fane, 
f  Windfor  and 
^Woodftock, 

Newbury. 


riT  j°llowing  counties  have  been  formed  on  the  northern  part  of  the  counties  of 
Chittenden  and  Orange :  Franklin,  on  the  weft,  Orleans,  in  the  middle,  Caledonia 
an  dbfiex,  on  the  eaft  }   but  they  are  not  to  be  organized  until  the  year  1796. 
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Thefe  counties  are  divided  into  two  hundred  and  nineteen  towns.  The  towns  are 
incorporated  and  organized  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  towns  in  MafTachufetts 
and  Connecticut.  In  each  of  the  towns  granted  by  the  governor  of  New-Hampfhire, 
while  this  teritory  was  under  the  jurifdiction  of  that  province,  in  number  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  there  is  a  referve  of  one  right  of  land,  in  fee,  ufually  containing 
three  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  for  the  firft  fettled  minifter  in  fuch  town  •,  one  right 
as  a  glebe,  for  the  church  of  England  •,  one  right  to  the  fociety  in  Britain  for  the  pro- 
pogation  of  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts  ;  and  one  right  for  the  fupport  of  a  fchool  in 
the  town.  In  the  remaining  towns  granted  by  the  ftate  of  Vermont,  there  is  one 
right  for  the  ufe  of  an  univerfity  i  one  for  the  ufe  of  fchools  in  each  town  •,  one  for 
the  ufe  of  county  grammar  fchools,  and  one  for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel. 

Rivers  and  lak.es.]  Lake  Champlain,  more  than  half  of  which  lies  within  the 
ftate  of  Vermont,  from  Whitehall,  formerly  Skeenfborough  at  the  fouthern  extre- 
mity, including  South  Bay,  to  latitude  45,  is  one  hundred  miles  in  length.  It  is  about 
twelve  miles  in  breadth  in  the  wideft  place*.  Lake  Memphramagog  lies  partly  in  the 
ftate  of  Vermont,  and  partly  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  the  line  eroding  it  about 
feven  miles  from  the  fouthern  extremity.  This  lake  communicates  with  the  St.  Lau- 
rence, by  the  river  St.  Francois.  There  are  numerous  fmall  lakes  and  ponds  of  lefs 
note,  fome  of  the  principal  of  which  are,  Willoughby's  Lake,  in  Greenfborougb, 
Leicefter  Pond  or  Lake,  in  the  town  of  Salisbury,  remarkable  for  the  depth  and 
tranfparencyjof  its  waters,  and  for  a  large  fpecies  of  trout  which  it  produces,  fome 
of  which  have  been  found  to  weigh  above  nineteen  pounds,  Lake  Bombazon,  in  Caf- 
tleton,  and  a  large  pond  in  the  town  of  Wells. 

Fewcou  tries  are  batter  watered  than  the  fttte  of  Vermont.  Numerous  perennial 
fountains  rife  on  almoft  every  farm.  In  this  ftate  is  the  height  of  land,  between  Con- 
necticut, Hudson  and  St.  Laurence,  Streams  defcend  from  the  mountains  in  various 
.directions,  and  form  numerous  fmall  rivers,  which  fertilize  the  lands  through  which 
they  pafs,  and  furnifh  abundant  conveniences  for  mills  and  founderies.  The  river 
Connecticut  lies  wholly  within  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfhire,  the  weftern  bank  being 
the  eaffern  boundary  of  Vermont;  but  from  its  prefent  importance  to  the  commerce 
of  this  ftate,  and  the  profpact  of  opening  an  inland  navigation  from  Hartford,  in 
Connecticut  to  Barnet,  in  Vermont,  more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fouch 
line  of  this  ftate,  merits  to  be  noticed  in  this  place.  This  river  has  its  fource  in  the 
highlands  which  divide  the  waters  falling  fouthward  into  the  Atlantic,  from  thofe 
which  fajl  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  fifty  miles  north  of  latitude  45.  From  its 
fource,  or  rather  that  of  its  north-weftern  branch,  to  latitude  45,  it  is  the  boundary 
between  the  united  ftates  and  the  Britilh  dominions  in  America.  For  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  its  rife,  its  courfe  is  about  S.  W.  by  S.  thence  its  general 
courfe  is  nearly  fouth,  until,  parting  through  Maflachufetts  and  Connecticut,  it  empties 
itfelf  into  the  found,  between  Saybrook  and  Lime.  Its  length,  from  its  fource  to  the 
fea,  including  all  its  turnings,  is  nearly  four  hundred  miles,  and  it  crofTes  more  than 
four  parallels  of  latitude.  Loaded  boats  afcend  from  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  to  the 
foot  of  the  fifteen  mile  rapid,  five  miles  above  Newbury,  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  from  the  lea.  In  this  courfe,  the  navigation  is  interrupted  by  the  rapids 
at  Hadleyi  Miller's  Falls,  at  or  near  Northfield  •,  Bellow's  Falls,  between  Rockingham 
in  Vermont,  and  Walpole  inNewhampfbir.e;  Queechy  Falls,  a  little  below  the  mouth 

*  The  ftate  of  New.  York  has,  by  an  aQ  of  legifjation  eftablifhed  a  company  for  the  purpofe  of 
opening  an  inland  navigation,  by  the  Hudfon,  from  Lanfingburg  lo  fort  Edward,  and  from  fort 
3Edward  to  Wood  Creek  and  Lake  Champlain.  The  work  is  now  in  forwardnefs,  and,  when  com- 
pleted,  will  open  to  Vermont  a  water  communication  with  Lanfingburg,  Albany,  and  New- York. 
The  whole  oi  this  inland  navigation  will  be  three  hundred  and  feventy  miles,  from  latitude  4,5  to 
fcJew-York- 
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cf  the  river  of  that  name,  and  White- river  Falls,  four  and  a  half  miles  below  Dart- 
mouth College.  Companies  have  been  formed  by  the  feveral  ftates  of  Maflachufetts, 
New-Hampmire,  and  Vermont,  for  the.  purpcfe  of  removing  thefe  obstructions,  by: 
means  of 'locks  ;  fome  of  which  are  nearly  completed.  The  perpendicular  height  of 
Eellows's  Falls,  reckoning  from  the  foot  to  the  upper  bar,  the  diftance  of  about  one 
hundred  rods,  is  forty  feet.  From  this  bar,  the  river  defcends  with  considerable  rapi- 
dity, and  feveral  breaks,  to  the  head  of  the  greet  reef,  where  it  is  divided  by  an  ifland 
rock,  rifing  above  every  flood,  with  a  few  fcattered  fhrubs  on  its  top.  The  waters  pafs 
this  rock  in  two  channels,  with  great  rapidity,  and  at  the  inftant  of  their  junction, 
are  precipitated  through  a  narrow  channel  into  the  bafon  below.  They  ruin  down 
this  narrow  precipice  with  amazing  violence,  and  have  excavated  the  rock  and 
earth  below  to  an  unkown  depth.  Large  mails,  in  floating  down,  fcmetimes  lodge 
acrofs  the  narrow  channel,  and  are  inftantly  rent  afunder  by  the  force  of  the  current. 
Every  log,  and  even  mart  of  the  greattft  length  which  comes  over  the  falls,  plunges 
at  once  into  the  abyfs  below.  After  difappearing  fome  feconds,  it  rifes  on  end,  near- 
ly perpendicular  out  of  the  water,  the  end  which  defcended  firft  rifing  laft,  with; 
fuch  violence  as  to  throw  one  fourth  of  its  length  out  cf  the  water. 

The  falls  of  Queechy,  are  but  a  flight  obftruction.  The  falls,  or  rapids  of  White 
river,  are  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  twenty  feet  perpendicular  height. 

The  fmaller  river  which  falls  into  Connecticut  river,  on  the  eaft,  are, 


The  Pocomptic  or-> 
Deerfield  river,  f 
Wantaftic  or  "1 

Weft  river  / 

Saxton's  river, 
Williams's  river, 
Black  river, 
Queechy  river, 
White  river, 
Ompompanoofock, 
Wait's  river, 
Wells'  river, 
Pafumpfick, 
Mulhegan, 


Rifes  in 

Somerfet, 

/Bromley  and  1 

(.Mount  Holly        / 

Londonderry, 

Andover, 

Saltafh, 

Killington, 

Killington, 

Tonbridge,  and  Verfhire, 

Orange, 

Grafton, 

Weftmore, 

Lewis, 


Empties  at 
Deerfield  in  Maflachufetts-* 

Brattleborough. 

Weffrninmeft 

Rockingham. 

Springfield. 

Hartland. 

Hartford. 

Norwich. 

Bradford. 

Newbury. 

Barnet. 

Brunfwick. 


On  the  north,  and  falling  into  Lake  Memphramagog,  are, 


The  Clyde, 
Bortan, 
Black  river, 


Miffifcoui, 
La  Moelle, 
Winauski,  or ' 
Onion  river, 


Rifes  in 

Navy, 

Weftmore, 

Greensborough, 


Empties  at    ' 
Derby. 
Salem. 
Duncansborough. 


On  the  weft,    and  falling  into  lake  Champlain,  are. 

Rifes  in  Empties  at 

Kellyvale,  Highgate. 

Greensborough,  Milton. 

r.  .'''  ^^  C  Colchefter  and 

Cabct>  Betweenl  Burlington. 
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Rifes  in  Empties  at 

La  Platte,  Starksborough,  Shelburne. 

Lewis  creek,  Briftol,   .  Ferrisburg. 

tifl  »™k*  FerrUburg. 

Poultneyriver,  Tinmouth,  Ea  ft  Bay. 

Mettowee  or  ~)  n    f  r  f  Lake  Champlain,  by 

Pawlett  river,   J  ^Woodcreek. 

On  all  thefe  rivers  from  fix  to  eight  miles  from  the  lake,  are  very  confiderable  falls 
to  the  feet  of  vvhich   they  are  navigable  for  the  largeit  boats. 

Falling  into  the  Hudfon,  are, 

Rifes  in  Empties  at 

The  Bartenkill,  Bromley,  Saratoga. 

Hofaick,  north  branch,     Woodford,  ~) 

/  '.  ,        ,        ")  Enters  Pownal  from  J>  Schaticoack. 

fouth  branch,      J  MalTachufettSj  j 

The  rivers  and  lakes  abound  with  various  kinds  of  fifh.  Shad  are  taken  in  Con- 
necticut river,  As  high  as  Bellow's  Falls,  over  which  they  never  pafs.  Salmon  are 
caught  in  the  fpring,  the  whole  length  of  Connecticut  river,  and  in  moft  of  its  tribu- 
tary dreams.  A  fmall  fpecies  of  falmon  is  taken  in  Lake  Champlain,  the  Winoufki, 
La  Moelle,  and  Miflifcoui,  but  in  none  of  the  fouthern  rivers.  Perch,  pike,  pickerel, 
maikinungas,  a  very  large  fpecies  of  pickerel,  pout,  mullet,  and  a  fifh  called  lake 
bafs,  are  found  in  great  plenty.   All  ftreams  abound  with  falmon  trout. 

Springs.]  Befides  the  numerous  fprings  of  frefh  water,  there  are  fome  chalybeate 
fprings.  There  is-  a  fpring  in  Orwel,  near  Mount  Independence,  and  another  in  Brid- 
port,  which  produce  the  Epfom  falts. 

Mountains  and  face"|  Vermont  is  divided,  from  north  to  fouth,  by  a  high  chain 
of  the  country.  j  of  mountains.  The  chain,  has,  from  the  evergreens  with 
which  it  is  covered  in  many  places,  obtained  the  name  of  Green  mountain,  from  which 
the  name  of  Vermont  is  derived  to  the  ftate.  The  fouthern  extremity  is  called  Weft 
Rock,  a  huge  precipice  about  three  miles  from  Newhaven,  in  Connecticut;  thence 
the  mountain  ranges  northward,  rifing  in  height,  as  it  advances  through  Connecticut, 
Mafiachufetts,  andVermont.  Towards  Lake  Memphramagog  it  fpreads  into  a  high 
plain  country,  exceedingly  fertile,  and  partes  into  the  province  of  Quebec.  After  hav- 
ing formed  the  rapids  of  St.  Francois,  it  collects  into  a  high  range  of  mountains, 
which  terminate  near  the  St.  Laurence.  In  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  it  is  moftly  a  high 
range,  a/Turning,  at  a  diftance,  the  appearance  of  a  very  confiderable  mountain.  It  is, 
however,  moftly  cultivated,  and  furnifhes  many  very  fine  grazing  towns.  It  produces 
more  beef,  butter,  and  cheese,  than  any  other  parts  of  the  ftate  ;  and  no  where  is  there 
a  greater  appearance  of  thrift  among  the  farmers,  than  in  feveral  of  thefe  towns.  In 
Mafiachufetts,  the  range  is  higher  and  more  rugged,  but  has  very  confiderable  fettle-  ■ 
ments  throughout.  From  Mafiachufetts  line,  more  than  eighty  mile9  to  the  north,  the 
weftern  verge  of  the  Green-mountain  is  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  on  a  ftrait  line 
from  Connecticut  river.  Almoft  the  whole  of  this  country  is  formed  with  mountains 
ranging  parallel  with  the  c»urfe  of  Connecticut  river.  The  weft  range,  which  conti- 
nues unbroken,  with  few  exceptions,  nearly  through  the  ftate,  is,  in  general,  much 
the  higheft.  On  the  eaft  they  decreafe  gradually  to  the  meadows,  and  fometimes  to 
the  edge  of  the  river.  Thefe  laft  are  interfecled  by  the  rivers  which  run  into  the 
Connecticut,  in  a  direction  nearly  from  the  northweft  to  the  fouth  eaft.     The  vallies, 
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or  lather  glens  which  feparate  thefe  ranges,  are  generally,  narrow,  and  mofily  cover- 
ed with  hemlock,  fir,  and  fpruce,  from  which  the  lengthy  mofs,  depending  on  almoft 
every  branch,  not  only  befpeaks  them  to  be  of  a  very  venerable  antiquity,  but  is  no 
unequivocal  indication  of  the  cold  humidity  of  the  air,  and  barrennefs  of  the  foil. 

About  one.  hundred  miles  from  Maffachufetts  line,  between  th«  waters  of  White 
river  and  Winoufki,  or  Onion  river,  there  paffes  off  to  the  northeaft,  a  range  of  high 
lands,  frequently  rifincr  into  very  elevated  mountains.  This  runs  parallel  with  Con- 
neclicut  river  ;  the  height  being  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  diftant  as  far  as  the  north 
line  of  the  ftate.  The  wefttern  range  continues  northward,  fometimss  falling  below 
the  clouds,  fometimes  rifing  above  them.  Between  thefe  two  ranges,  extending  from 
twenty  to  thirty  miles  in  breadth,  is  a  beautiful  champaign  country,  fecond  in  fertili- 
ty, perhaps,  to  none  in  Vermont. 

The  moii  remarkable  mountains  in  the  ftate  are,  Mount  Anthonv,  between  Ben- 
nington and  Powna!,  Stratton  Mountain,  Danby  Mountain,  Kellington  Peaks,  Kirg- 
fton  Mountain,  Camel's  Rump,  Mansfield  Mountain,  a  verv  high  mountain  between 
Kelly-vale  and  Belvidere,  and  Afchutna,  between  Winifor  and  Weathersficld. 
On  the  weft  of  the  Green  mountains,  there  is  one,  and,  in  fome  places,  two  or  three 
ranges  of  fmaller  mountains,  though  frequently  interrupted.  Thefe  extend  as  fir 
as  the  north  line  of  the  county  of  P.utland  :  from  that  to  the  latitude  of  forty- 
five  degrees,  one  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  in  breadth, 
between  Lake  Champlain  and  the  Green  mountain,  is  a  fine  tract  of  land,  abounding 
with  only  moderate  hills.  Through  this  whole  extent,  few,  even  moderate  tracts,  cart 
be  foui  d  unfit  for  cultivation. 

Climate.]  During  the  winter  in  Vermont,  thefky  is  moftly  ferene,  a  keen  air,  and 
the  ground,  from  about  the  middle  of  December  to  the  latter  part  of  March  is  co- 
vered with  fnow  ;  and  on  the  high  lands,  among  the  mountains,  frequently  to 
the  depth  of  four  or  five  feet.  It  isibund,  however,  that  the  feverity  of  the  winter 
is  fenfibly  moderated  and  the  quantity  of  fnow  diminifhed  as  the  fettlement  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  country  have  advanced.  As  there  is  little  froft  in  the  earth,  on  the 
diiTblution  of  the  fnows,  vegetation  generally  advances  in  the  fpring,  with  great  ra- 
pidity. 

Soil  and  production.]  There  area  great  variety  of  foils  in  Vermont  •,  loam, 
fand,  gravel,  clay,  marie,  flate,  and  thefe  varioufly  intermixed.  The  country  in  general 
even  the  hilly  and  mountainous  part,  is  not  reeky.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  Green 
mountain,  and  in  many  places  on  Connecticut  river,  is  raifed  a  great  quantity  of 
wheat,  of  an  excellent  quality,  particularly  on  the  marly  lands  bordering  on  Lake 
Champlain,  On  the  mountainous  part,  to  the  eaft,  winter  wheat  does  not,  in  general, 
fucceed  until  the  lands  have  been  fome  time  cultivated.  But  fummer  wheat'thrives 
well,  as  do,  very  generally,  barley,  oats,  peas,  flax,  and  all  kinds  of  edible  roots  which 
are  cultivated  in  the  neighbouring  ftates.  The  warmer  foils,  and  the  lands  along  the 
rivets,  produce  good  Indian  corn.  The  ftate  affords  the  beft  pafturage,  particularly  the 
higher  lands  and  already  fends  confiderable  quantities  of  fine  beef  to  market. 

Mines,  Minerals  and  fossils.]  Iron  mines  abound  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Moun- 
tain. The  firft  iron  mine  in  this  ftate  was  opened  in  Tinmouth,  in  the  year  1785; 
fince  which  others  have  been  difcovered  and  worked  in  Shaftsburv,  Rutland,  Shore- 
ham,  Monkton,  and  Milton.  Several  have  been  found,  which  have  not  yet 
been  worked.  A  lead  mine  has  lately  been  difcovered  in  SuVderland.  The  veinisin  a 
rock  of  white  flint.  The  ore  is  ve'ry  rich,  but  the  mine  has  not  been  opened  fufficiently 
to  difcover  the  quantity.  In  Shewsbury,  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  is  found  a  mine 
of  that  fpecies  of  iron  ore  called  pyrites  5  the  fame  in  quality,  though  not  in  appearance, 
with  what  are  called  brafs  lumps,  from  which  copperas,  or  green  vitriol,  isextracted. 
It  is  fo   highly   fulphureous,  that  a  piece,   thrown  into  the  fire,   will    blaze  like  a 
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brimeftonc  match.  From  this  ore,  fmall  quantities  ofcopperns  have  been  made,  merelv 
for  experiment.  There  is  in  the  town  of  Rutland,  a  vein  of  very  fine  pipe-c!ay,  which 
has  been  wrought  into  crucibles,  that  prove  very  durable.  This  may  her£af:er  furniih 
a  material  for  a  valuable  manufacture  of  white  earthen-ware.  Numerous  quarries  of 
marble,  white,  grey,  and  variegated,  are  found  in  almoft  every  town  from  Bennington 
to  the  Miflifcoui.  A  quarry  has  lately  been  opened  in  Bennington,  which,  in  finenefs  and 
beauty  and  variety  of  its  clouds,  .may  vie  with  the  beft  imported  marble. 

Trade  and  manufactures.]  1  he  trade  from  this  ftate  is  principally  to  Hartford, 
Bofton  and  New- York.  Some  little  trade  is  carried  on  with  the  province  of  Quebec. 
The  remittances  to  Quebec  are  moftly  made  in  lumber,  fuch  as  boards,  plank,  fquare 
timber  and  ftaves,  by  Lake  Champlain  and  the  St.  Laurence.  The  articles  of  export 
to  Hartford,  Bofton,  and  New-York,  are  horfes,  beef,  pork,  butter,  cheefe,  wheat 
wheat-flour,  iron,  nails,  pot  and  pearl  afties.  Of  the  two  laft  articles,  one  thoufand  tons 
were  made  in  the  ftate  in  the  year  1 79 1 . 

There  are  feveral  diftilleries  for  com  fpirits  in  this  ftate.  At  Middlebury  is  a  porter 
brewery  on  a  pretty  large  fcale.  The  iron  manufactory  is  carried  on  to  a  considerable 
extent.  In  the  countv  of  Bennington  are  three  forges  and  a  furnace.  In  the  county  of 
Rutland  are  fourteen  forges,  three  furnaces,  and  a  flitting  mill,  In  the  counties  of 
Addifon  and  Chittenden  are  five  forges.  In  common  feafons,  large  quantities  of  maple 
fugar  are  manufactured  for  home  confumption.  Moft  families  manufacture,  in  their 
houfes,  the  greater  part  of  their  common  clothing,  from  flax  and  wool  raifed  on  their 
own  farms,  of  an  excellent  quality. 

Animals.]  The  domeftic  animals  are  horfes  and  black  cattle;  to  the  breed  of  which 
great  attention  has  been  paid  of  late  ;  jacks,  mules  and  a  very  fine  breed  of  fheep, 
which  thrive  no  where  better  perhaps  than  in  Vermont.  The  indigenous,  quadrupeds 
are  the  moofe-deer,  common  deer,  bears,  wolves,  cats  of  the  mountain  wild  cats 
black  cats,  foxes,  a  fpecies  of  hare  which  are  white  in  winter,  feveral  kinds  of  fquir- 
rels,  martins,  the  minx,  otters,  and  beavers  ;  although  the  latter  are  perhaps  hardly  to 
be  found  in  the  ftate  at  prefent.  Here  is  alfo  to  be  found  the  porcupine  or  hedge  hose.  It 
has.  been  confidently  aflerted,  that  this  animal  has  the  power  of  mooting  his  quills  at 
a  confiderable  diftance,  to  the  no  fmall  danger  of  his  purfuers.  This  however  is  a  mere 
fiction.  The  quills  of  this  animal  are  {lightly  inferted.  They  have  a  very  fharp  and  fine 
barbed  point.  When  attacked,  inftead  of  Handing  in  his  defence,  he  lies  on  his  belly, 
and  draws  himfelf  into  the  fhape  of  a  ball,  and,  by  means  of  ftiffbriftles  with  which 
his"  body  is  thinly  covered,  erects  his  quills  in  every  direction.  If  a  dog,  or  other 
creature  ventures  to  attack  him  in  this  pofition,  the  head  and  mouth  are  inflantly 
filled  with  the  quills,  and,  indeed,  every  part  which  comes  in  contact  with  their  points. 
Thefe  quills,  by  reaion  of  their  fine,  barbed  points,  are  extracted  with  difficulty,  .and 
if  left  to  t  hemfelves,  foon  make  their  way  through  any  of  the  flefhy  parts.  It  is  'how- 
ever frequently  killed  with  a  ffnrt  club,  without  the  leaft  danger.  Its  weight  is  from 
twelve  to  twenty  pounds. 

Population,  religion,    ")       The  number  of  people    in    Vermont,    according  to 
and  "character.  J     the  cenfus  taken  in  the   year    1790,    was  eighty -"five 

thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine.  Since  that  time  the  increafe  of  copulation 
has  been  very  great.  The  inhabitants  of  Vermont  coniift  principally  of  emigrants  from 
Maffachufetts  and  Connecticut,  and  their  defendants.  There' have  been  fome  from 
Rhode  Iflanci,  New-Hampfhire,  New- York,  and  New-Jerfey.  Two  towns  in  Orange 
county,  are  moftly  peopled  from  Scotland.  The  manners  of  the  people  are  the  fame 
as  thofe  of  the  countries,  from  whence  they  emigrated.  The  body  of  the  people  are 
congregationalifts.  The  other  denominations  are  baptifts,  epifcopalians,  and  quakers. 
.Like  all  new  fettlers,  they  are  induftrious  and  enterprifing. 

Military  strength.]     There  are  on   the  militia  rolls  nineteen  thoufand  five 
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hundred  men.  Thefe  are  formed  into  four  divifions,  confiding  of  eight  brigades   and 
.twenty-two  regiments. 

Learning  and  literature.]  In  anew  country,  like  Vermont,  few  have  leifure  to 
attend  to  the  arts  and  fciences  beyond  the  prefent  occafions  of  life.  The  higher  branches 
of  learning  are  therefore  very  little  taught  in  this  ftate.  Numbers  however,  are  edu- 
cated in  the  feminaries  of  the  neighbouring,  ftates.  In  October,  1791,  the  legiflature  of 
the  ftate  patted  an  act  for  eftabliming  an  univerfity  at  Burlington,  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  in  a  delightful  fituation,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Winoufki,  or  Onion  river, 
and  appointed  ten  truftees.  The  fum  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  was  fecured  by  dona- 
tion, part  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  erecting  of  buildings,  and  part  fettled  as 
a  fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  inftitution.  There  have  been  referved  in  the  feveral 
grants  made  by  this  ftate  about  thirty- three  thoufand  acres  of  land,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
univerfity.  This,  in  a  few  years,  will  become  a  very  valuable  fund.  There  is,  in  every 
town  granted  by  the  ftate,  confifting  of  about  one  hundred,  a  right  of  land,  con- 
taining about  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  on  an  average,  referved  for  the  ufe  of 
county  gram  mar  fchools ;  and  in  every  town  through  the  ftate,  there  is  a  right  for  the 
fupport  of  tcwn-fchools.  Innocountry  is  common  fcooling  more  attended  to.  A 
family  of  children,  who  could  not  read,  write,  and  underftand  common  arithmetic, 
would  be  looked  upon  as  little  better  than  favages.  The  provifion,  in  thi«  refpecl,  is 
certainly  worthy  of  imitation.  The  inhabitants  of  each  town  are  empowered  bylaw 
to  divide  it  into  as  many  diftrictsas  ftiall  be  found  convenient,  to  appoint  one  or  more 
perfons  in  each  diftricl:,  who,  with  the  felectmen  of  the  town,  form  a  board  of  truft  for 
the  fthools  of  that  town  •,  and  are  empowered  to  leafe  all  lands  and  loan  monies  that 
belong  to  the  town  for  the  ufe  of  fchools,  and  to  profecute  or  defend  any  fuit  or  mat- 
ter relating  to  their  truft.  The  inhabitants  of  e\ch  diftrict  have  likewife  a  power  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  one  or  more  perfons,  to  raife  by  tax,  on  the  rateable  eftates  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  diftricl,  one-half  of  the  fum  which  they  may  find  necefiary  for  build- 
ding  a  fchool  houfe  and  fupporting  a  fchool.  The  remainder  of  the  money  is  to  be  railed 
by  fubfcription,  or,  if  voted  by  two- thirds  of  the  inhabitants,  by  a  tax  in  like  manner. 
By  thefe  means,  every  clafs  of  citizens  may  have  accefs  to  the  common  fchools. 

Curiosities.]  In  the  town  of  Clarendon,  on  the"  fide  of  a  mountain,  is  a  remarka- 
ble cave.  The  entrance  is  through  a  marble  rock,  and  it  is  about  the  fize  of  a  hogshead. 
It  defcends,  making  an  angle  of  about  twenty  degrees  with  the  hoi  izon,  thirty-one  and 
a  half  feet  and  then  opens  into  a  large  room,  twenty-  nine  and  a  half  feet  in  length. 
twelve  and  a  half  in  breadth,  and  eighteen  feet  in  height.  Near  the  extreme  end 
of  this  room  is  a  narrow  perpendicular  defcent  into  another  room  of  an  oval  fhape, 
twenty  feet  the  longeft,  and  fourteen  feet  the  fhorteft  diameter,  and  twenty  feet  in 
height. 

In  the  year  1 782,. when  this  cavern  was  firft  difcovered,  there  were  numerous  fta- 
lactites  defcending  from  the  roof  of  the  upper  cavern.  Some  of  thefe  were  four 
inches  in  diameter,  and  reached  from  the  roof  to  the  floor.  'I  he  whole  have  fince, 
by  the  wantonnefs  of  vifitors,  been  broken  down.  There  are,  on  the  fides  of  the  ca- 
vern, many  incruftations,  which  evidently  appear  to  have  been  formed  by  petrifac- 
tion. The  matter  of  thefe  incruftations,  and  the  ftalactites,  is  calcareous  fpar,  or  mar- 
ble of  the  fame  quality  as  the  rock  from  which  the  matter  of  their  formation  iffued, 
and  moreorlefs  indurated.  Thefe  incruftations  and  ftalactites  appear  to  be  formed 
by  wate,rs  dripping  or  exuding  from  the  rock,  and  which,  in  their  pafTage  through 
the  ftrata  of  marble,  have  been  elaborated  and  prepared  for  the  production  of  new 
marble,  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  water  is  elaborated  and  prepared  in  palling 
through  the  ftemsand  boughs  of  plants  for  the  production  of  new  fhoots,&c. 

here  is  another  cave  on  a  mountain  in  Dorfet.   It  is  an  excavation  in  a  folid  mar- 
ble  rock.    I  he  entrance,  which  is  a  perpendicular  ledge,  twenty   feet  in  height,  is 
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about  twelve  feet  broad,  and  as  many  in  height.  Within,  it  defcends  about  twenty- 
five  degrees,  is  twenty-five  feet  in  breadth,  twenty  feet  in  height,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  in  length.  At  the  farther  extremity,  two  narrow  paffages  run  off  to  an 
unknown  diftance  into  the  mountain,  in  very  few  places  affording  room  for  perfons 
to  ftand  erect.  There  are,  in  this  cavern,  no  ftalactites,  nor,  indeed,  any  proper  petri- 
factions. There  is  found,  however,  in  feveral  places,  a  white,  friable,  calcareous  earth, 
that  appears  to  be  formed  by  water  which  percolates  through  the  incumbent  ftrata, 
?  and  which,  from  the  defcent  of  the  cavern  and  the  rife  of  the  rock  above,  is,  with- 
in thirty    feet  of  the  entrance,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  thicknefs.    • 

In  the  fouth  part  of  Manchefter,  in  a  hill  a  little  weft  of  the  Batten  kill,  is  a  deep 
ftratum  of  friable  calcareous  earth,  of  the  whitenefs  of  chalk.  This  earth,  with  a  lit- 
tle burning,  produces  lime  of  a  good  quality.  A  lump,  taken  frefh  from  the  ftratum, 
and  carefully  broken  with  the  hand,  exhibits,  in  perfect  fhape,  innumerable  mufcle 
ftiells,  fcallops,  cVc.  intermixed  with  ft'cks,  leaves,  and  other  fubftances.  The  whole 
are,  however,  fo  perfectly  macerated  and  aflimilated,  as  to  form  one  uniform  mafs  ; 
what  was  once  vegetable  matter,  not  being  diftinguifhable,  except  to  the  eye,  on  be- 
ing opened  as  mentioned  above,  from  the  matter  of  the  fhells. 

On  the  South  Hero  (Grand  Ifle)  in  lake  Champlain,  about  twelve-  feet  from  the 
prefent  high  water  mark,  is  a  large  quarry  of  fine  building  ftone,  of  greyifh  blue  mar- 
ble, which,  on  being  fplit  horizontally,  appears  to  be  wholly  formed  by  the  petrifac- 
tion offmall  fcallops,  a  fpecies  of  fhell  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  lake,  intermixed  with  the  common  earth  of  the  fhore,  which  is  of  a  mar- 
ly nature. 

Between  Burlington  and  Colchefter,  the  Winouftu  has  worn  a  bed  through  a  folid 
rock  of  lime  ftone,  which,  in  fome  time  of  remote  antiquitv,  muft  have  formed  at  (his 
place  a  prodigious  cataract.  The  chairn  is  between  feventy  and  eighty  feet  in  depth 
atiow  water;  and,  in  one  place,  feventy  feet  from  rock  to  rock,  where  a  wooden 
bridge  is  thrown  acrofs. 

On  the  fame  river,  at  Bolton,  is  a  chafm  formed  in  the  fame  manner.  It  is  fome- 
what  wider,  and  the  rock  is  at  leaft  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  height.  From  one 
fide  feveral  large  rocks  have  fallen  acrofs  the  river,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  na- 
tural bridge  at  low  water,  but  in  a  fituation  to  be  an  object  of  curiofity  only.  Seve- 
ral other  rivers  exhibit  fimilar  inftances. 

A  remarkable  change  was  made  in  Poultney  river,in  the  year  1783.  This  river  emp- 
ties into  Eaft  Bay,  which  communicates  with  Lake  Champlain,  at  Whitehall,  (for- 
merly Skeensbcrough.)  A  little  above  its  junction  with  Eaft  Bay,  a  ridge  of  land 
croffes  in  a  northerly  direction,  the  river  running  a  nnrthwefterly  courfe,  on  meet- 
ing the  ridge,  turned  fuddenly  to  the  northeaft,  and,  keeping  that  courfe  about  half 
a  mile,  then  turning  wefteriy,  paffed  the  ridge  over  a  very  high  ledge  of  rocks.  For 
feveral  years  the  river  had  gradually  worn  away  the  bank  on  the  fiie  of  the  ridge 
juft  in  the  bend  where  the  river  turned  to  the  northeaft.  In  May,  1783,  during  a  re- 
markable frefhef,  the  river,  at  this  place,  broke  the  ridge,  and,  meeting  no  rock,  it 
wore  a  channel  fixtv  fest  deep  nearly  to  a  level  with  the  ftream  below,  leaving 
the  former  channel  and  falls  dry.  The  channel  of  the  river,  for  a  confiderable  way 
above  this  place,  was  lowered  to  a  great  depth,  <0'  that  the  low  meadow  lands, 
along  the  river,  which  before  were  overflowed  with  every  fieftiet,  have  now  be- 
come a  dry  plain.  The  earth  thrown  out  of  this  prodigious  chafm,  filled  Eaft  Bay 
for  feveral  miles,  where- it  had  been  navigable  for  veffels  of  forty  tons  burden,  fo 
that  a  canoe  could  with  difficulty  pafs  at  low  water,  and  even  obftructed  the  naviga- 
tion at  Fiddler's  Elbow,  a  narrow  place  near  the  entrance  from  Whitehall  to  South 
Bay.  Thefe  obfiructions  (both  at  the  narrows  and  in  Eaft  Bay)  have  fince  been  moftly 
removed  bv  the  force  of  the  current.  Similar  alterations  appear  to  have  been  made  m, 
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other  rivers.  Connecticut  river  has  lowered  its  channel  from  80  to  100  feet  perpendicu- 
lar, thro*  the  whole  length  of  this  ftate.  From  the  various  fteps,  ranged  one  above  ano- 
ther, and  which  muft,  at  various  times,  have  formed  the  bank  of  the  river,  the  alterations 
appear  not  to  have  been  made  at  once,  nor  in  continuance  thro'  the  whole  length  of  the 
river,  but  at  remote  and  unequal  periods.  Thefe  changes  appear,  in  fome  inftances,  to 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  river  fuddenly  fhifting  its  channel,  as  was  the  cafe  of  the 
river  at  Fairhaven,  mentioned  above  ;  in  fome  inftances,  by  a  gradual  attrition  of  the 
rocks,  which,  in  fome  remote  period  o  antiquity,  formed  numerous  cataracts.  On  the 
plan  where  Dartmouth  college  ftandfs,  which  is  nearly  100  feet  above  the  prefent 
bed  of  the  river,  logs  of  timber  have  been  dug  up  at  the  depth  of  twenty  five  and 
thirty  feet  below  the  furface.  This  is  about  the  depth  of  the  river  at  prefent  in  the 
higheft  frefhets,  and  of  what  is  called  the  made  or  meadow  lands  on  the  river,  and 
both  are  formed  in  the  fame  manner  with  alternate  ftrata  of  clay,  fand,  and  gravel. 
Some  of  the  earth,  which  has  in  a  lapfe  of  time  been  fcooped  out  of  the  immenfe 
chafm,  has  doubtlefs  been  carried  into  the  fea  ;  while  large  quantities  have  ferved  to 
fill  the  numerous  lakes,  of  larger  or  fmaller  dimenfions,  through  which  the  river 
once  made  its  way.  In  Burlington,  on  the  Winoufki,  a  little  above  the  chafm  worn 
in  the  rocks,  as  mentioned  above,  is  a  large  bow  of  intervale  land.  On  a  part  of  this, 
which  now  lies  confiderably  higher  than  the  river,  a  well  was  dug  by  the  owner,  a 
Mr.  Lane,  in  thefummer  of  1786.  Through  the  whole  depth  of  the  well,  which  was 
fifty  feet,  the  earth  was  compofed  of  a  fine  river  fand  :  twenty-five  feet  below  the 
furface,  were  dug  up  a  large  number  of  frogs  in  a  torpid  ftate,  which  were  found  bed- 
ded in  the  earth  like  fmall  ftones.  After  being  expofed  a  fhort  time  to  the  air,  they 
difcovered  figns  of  life  and  foon  were  able  to  leap  about.  They  did  not,  however, 
continue  long,  but  prefently  became  languid,  and  died.  This  was  probably  owing  to 
their  being  at  once  expofed  to  the  burning  heat  of  a  fu miner's  fun,  without  water. 
They  might  unquestionably  have  recovered  the  usual  vigour  of  their  fpecies,  had 
more  attention  been  paid  to  them.  Thefe  frogs  muft  have  been  buried  in  the  fpot 
where  they  were  found,  by  fome  extraordinary  inundation  of  the  river,  while  in 
that  ftate  of  torpor  in  which  they  always  pafs  the  winter  in  thofe  ciimar.es,  and  have 
continued  in  that  situation  for  centuries.  Forty-nine  feet  below  the  furface,  in  the 
fame  well,  was  found  a  log  of  timber.  But  thefe  matters  belong  .rather  to  natural 
hiftcry  than  to  geography. 

Government.]  The  government  of  Vermont  is  a  reprefentative  democracy.  To 
the  conftitution  is  prefixed  a  bill  of  rights,  which  is  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  By  this  bill  it  is  afferted,  that  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  indepen- 
dent, and  have  certain  inherent  unalienable  rights,  among  which  are,  the  rights  of  en- 
joying and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring  and  poffeffmg  property,  ofpur- 
fuing  and  obtaining  happinefs  and  fafety  •,  that  no  perfon  ought  to  be  holden  as  % 
ilave,  fervant,  cr  apprentice,  unlefs  by  confent,  after  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  if 
a  male  or  of  eighteen  years,  if  a  female  ;  that  all  men  have  a  right  to  worfliip  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  confeiences  and  understanding  •,  that  no  man 
can  be  juftly  abridged  or  deprived  of  any  civil  rights,  as  a  citizen,  on  account  of  his 
religious  fentiments,  or  peculiar  mode  of  religious  worship  ;  that  all  power  is  ori- 
ginally inherent  in  the  people  ;  that  government  ought  to  be  inftituted  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  people,  nation,  or  community  •,  that  the  community  has  an  indu- 
bitable right  to  refoim  or  alter  the  government  ;  that  every  member  of  fociety  has 
a  right  to  the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  -,  and  is  bound  to  contribute 
his  proportion  of  the  expenfe" of  government,  and  yield  his  perfonal  fervices  when 
necefiary  •,  that  no  man  can  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf;  that  tri- 
als by  jusy  ought  to  be  held  facred  )  that  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  .ought  not  to  be 
retrained  ;  that  the  people  have  a  right  to  bear  arms ;  and  that  no  ftanding  army  fhall 
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be  maintained  in  time  of  peace.  By  the  conftitution,  the  fupreme  legiflative  power 
is  vefted  in  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  the  members  of  which  are  annually  chofen  by 
the  freemen,  on  the  firft  Tuefday  of  September,  and  meet  on  tha  fecond  Thurfday 
of  October  following.  Each  inhabited  town  in  the  ftate  has  a  right  to  fend  one  re- 
prefentative  and,  in  the  year  1793,  the-whole  number  of  reprefentatives  was  one 
hundred  and  thirty.  The  fupreme  executive  power  is  vefted-in  a  governor,  lieutenant 
governor,  and  twelve  counfellors,  chofen  annually  by  the  freemen.  They  have  an 
advifary,  but  no  other  power  in  making  laws,  except,  that  if  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives reject  their  propofals  of  amendment  to  any  law  to  be  pa  (Ted,  the  governor 
and  council  have  the  power  to  fufpend  its  operation,  until  the  next  feflion  of  the  le- 
giflature.  The  qualifications  for  a  freeman  are  that  a  perfon  fhall  be  twenty- one 
years  of  age,  of  a  good  moral  character,  have  refided  one  whole  year  in  the  ftate, 
and  take  an  oath  that  he  will  give  his  vote,  fo  as  he  fhali,  in  his  confcience,  think 
will  moft  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  ftate.  Each  member,  before  he  takes  his  feat, 
muft  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  ftate,  and  an  oath  not  to  propofe  or  confent  to 
any  bill,  vote,  or  refolution,  which  fhall  tend  to  abridge  the  rights  of  the  people  as 
declared  by  the  conftitution  ;  but  no  religious  teft  is  required.  Courts  of  common 
pleas  are  eftablifhed  in  each  county.  There  is  one  fupreme  court  for  the  whole  ftate 
which  has  cognizance  of  all  matters,  civil  and  criminal.  This  court  has  an  appellate 
jurifdiction  in  civil,  and  original  jurifdiction,  in  criminal  caufes,  and  has  further  the 
powers  of  a  court  of  chancery.  The  judges  of  thefe  courts,  juftices  of  peace,  and 
judges  of  probate,  are  annually  appointed  by  the  governor,  council,  and  houfe  of  af- 
fembly.  Every  feventh  year,  beginning  wich  1792,  thirteen  perfons,  none  of  whom  are 
to  be  of  the  councd  or  afTembly,  are  to  be  chofen  by  the  freemen,and  called  the  council 
ofcenfors,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  enquire  whether  the  conftitution  has  been  preferved 
inviolate,  whether  the  powers  of  government,  in  the  feveral  departments,  have  been, 
properly  exercifed,  taxes  juftly  and  equally  laid  and  collected,  public  monies  rightly 
dilpofed  of,  and  the  laws  duly  executed.  For  thefe  purpofes  they  have  power  to  fend 
for  perfons,  papers,  &c  to  psfs  public  cenfure  ;  to  order  impeachments,  and  to  re- 
commend the  repeal  of  all  laws  which  they  fhall  deem  unconftitutional.  Thefe  pow- 
ers they  poftefs  for  one  year  after  their  election.  They  may  propofe  amendments  to 
the  conftitution,  and  call  a  convention  to  determine  on  fuch  amendments. 

History.]  The  fouth  part  of  the  territory  of  Vermont  was  formerlv  claimed  by 
MafTachufetts.  As  early  as  the  year  17  18,  that  government  had  granted  forty-nine 
thoufand  acres,  comprehending  part  of  the  prefent  towns  Brattleborough,  Ful- 
ton, and  Puttney,  as  an  equivalent  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  for  fome  lands 
which  had  been  granted  by  Maffkchufetts  within  the  limits  of  the  Connecticut  char- 
ter. In  the  year  17^5,  the  government  of  MafTachufetts  erected  a  fort  in  the  town  of 
Brattleborough,  Around  this  fort  were  begun  the  firft  fettlemenrs  within  the  prefent 
limits  of  Vermont.  On  afinal  fettlement  of  a  difpute  between  MafTachufetts  and 
New-Hampfnire,  the  prefent  jurifdictional  line  between  Vermontand  MafTachufetts, 
was  run  and  eftablifhed,  in  the  year  1741  From  that  time  until  the  year  1794,  this 
territory  was  confidered  as  lying  within  the  jurifdiction  of  New-Hampfhire.  During 
this  period,  numerous  grants  were  made,  and  after  the  year  1760,  fome  considerable 
fettlements  were  begun  under  the  authority  of  that  province.  In  the  year  1764,  by 
order  of  the  king  of  Britain,  this  territory  was  annexed  to  the  province  of  New- 
York.  The  government  of  that  province  pretended  to  claim  the  right  of  foil,  as 
well  as  jurifdiction,  and  held  the  grants  formerly  made  under  New-Hampfhire  to  be 
void.  This  occafioned  a  long  feries  of  altercation  between  the  fettlers  and  claimants 
under  New-Hampfhire  and  the  government  of  New- York,  and  which,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolution,  terminated  in  the  eftablifhment  of  a  feparate  ju- 
rifdiction in  the  prefent  ftate  of  Vermont.     A  particular  detail  of  this  controverfy 
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would  be  unentertaining.   It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  on  the  17th  day  of  October, 

1790,  the  difpute  was  finally  compromifed,  by  commiflioners  appointed  by  the  dates, 
of  New-York  and  Vermont ;  and  the  claims  of  New- York,  both  to  jurisdiction  and 
property,  extinguifhed  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  thirty  thoufand  dollars  to  be 
paid  by    the  ftate  of  Vermont  to  that  of  New- York  :  and  on  the   4th   of  March, 

1 79 1,  Vermont  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  federal  union.  In  the  late  war,  be- 
tween Britain  and  the  united  ftates,  the  inhabitants  of  this  territory  took  a  very 
early  and  active  part.  Immediately  on  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  a  compa- 
ny ofvoiunteers,  under  the  late  general  Ethan  Allen,  attacked  and  took  the  Britiftv 
garrifon  of  Crown- Point  and  Ticonderoga.  A  regiment  was  commiffioned  by  con- 
grefs  and  continued  in  fervice  under  the  command  of  the  late  col.  Warner.  Other  troops 
were  raifed  and  conftantly  kept  in  fervice  by  the  convention  of  the  New-Hampftiiie 
grants,  and  afterwards  by  the  ftate  of  Vermont.  The  fpirit  of  thefe  troops,  and  the 
militia  of  the  grants,  in  the  battle  of  Hubberton  and  Bennington,  in  the  year  1777, 
and  the  aflHlance  which  they  afforded  in  the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  are  well  ksiownv 
to  the  public.  General  Burgovne,  in  a  letter  to  the  Britifh  niiniftry,  written  at  Sa- 
ratoga, makes  the  following  obfervation  :  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hampfhire^ 
*■'  grants,  a  territory  unpeopled  and-  almoft  unknown  in  the  laft  war,  now  pour  forth; 
"  by  thoufands,  and  hang  like  dark  clouds  on  my  left." 
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Situation  and  Extent. 

Miles. 
Length,  168?    ,  C  42  °  41'  and  45  o    n'N.  lat. 

Greater*  breadth,        90  5     Detween    £  2  o   4 ,  /  and  4  o    2Q '  £.  Ion.  from  Phiiadl 
Containing  9491  fquare  miles. 

nta,«V.™ra.  1  *~!PHIS  ftate  is  bounded,    on  the  eaft,   bv  the  diftricr  of  Mainey 

JJ0L  NDAR.IES.  I         §  ,      ,         ,     1         •  ,  V,       1  1  n  1 

.J.  a,icl  the  Atlantic  ocean  •,  on  the  weft,  by  the  eaftern  bank 
of  Connecticut  river,  which  divides  it  from  Vermont ;  on  the  north,  by  the  pro- 
vince of  Lower  Canada  ;  and  on  the  fouth,  by  Mallachufetts.  The  ftinpe  of  New- 
Hampihire  is  nearly  that  of  a  right  angled  triangle.  The  diitrict  of  Maine  and  the 
iea  form  its  bafe,  the  Mafuchufetts  line  its  perpendicular,  and  Connecticut  river  its 
hypothenufe.  The  length  of  the  hypothenufe  is-  one  hundred  and  fixty  eight  miles.  The 
greateft  breadth,  meafured  from' the  entrance  of  Pafcatr.qua  harbour,  to  the  mouth 
of  Weft  river,  which  falls  into  Connecticut  river,  oppofite  Chefterfield,  is  ninety 
miles.  From  thence  northwards,  it  diminifties,  by  degrees,  to  about  eighteen  miles  in 
breadth,  which  is  the  length  of  the  northern  boundary  line,  that  feparares  this  ftate 
from  Lower  Canada.  The  divisions  of  this  province  have  prefented  an  object  of  ob- 
ftinate  contention  to  fome  of  the  perfons  who  had  received  grants  of  land  from  the 
kings  of  England.  Their  difputes  produced  a  variety  of  furvtys,  which  were  likewife 
requifite  for  the  determination  of  the  tiivifiona!  line  between  the  provinces  of  Que- 
bec and  New-Hampfhire.  According  to  the  lateft  furveys,  the  fupeificial  area  of  this 
ftate  was  found  to  be  nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  fquare  miles,  or 
fix  millions  feventy-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fortv  acres.  It  is  fuppofed 
that  a  deduction  may  be  made,  for  water,  of  at  leaft  an  hundred  thoufand  acres. 
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Civil  divisions.]  This  ftate  is  divided  into  five  counties,  and  Subdivided  into  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  townfhips,  and  locations,  which  are  commonly  about  fix  miles 
fquare.  The  counties  are  as  follow,  with  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  Subjoin- 
ed, from  the  general  cenfus  taken  in  the  year  1790. 

Chief  towns. 
fPortfmouth. 
\  Exeter. 
^Concord. 

{Dover. 
Durham. 
Amherft. 
Keen. . 
Charleftown. 
Haverhill. 
^Plymouth. 


Counties. 

Inhabitants. 

Rockingham, 

43,169 

Strafford, 

23,601 

Hillfboroughv 

28,772 

Chefhire, 

32,874 

Grafton, 

13>47* 

Total  number  of  inhabitants,   141,885 


Climate.]  In  general,  the  air  of  the  ftate  is  pure  and  Salubrious.  During  the  win- 
ter months,  the  wind  blows  mod  frequently  from  the  northweft.  This  wind  is  very 
dry,  cold,  and  bracing.  "  That  the  coldnefs  of  our  northweft  winds  is  owing  to  the 
great  lakes,  is  a  vulgar  error,"  fays  Dr.  Belknap,*  "  often  retailed  by  geographical 
"  writers,  and  adopted  by  unthinking  people.  All  the  great  lakes  lie  weftward  of  the 
"  northweft  point,  and  fome  of  them  Southward  of  weft.  It  is  more  natural  to 
•*  fuppofe,  that  the  immenfe  wildernefs,  but  efpecially  the  mountains,  when  cover- 
•«  ed  with  fnow,  give  a  keennefs  to  the  air,  as  a  cake  of  ice  to  a  quantity  of  liquor 
"  in  which  it  floats  ;  and  that  this  air,  put  in  motion,  conveys  its  cold  as  far  as  it 
'*  extends. "-f- 

North  eaft  ftorms  are  commonly  the  molt  violent  and  of  longeft  duration  ;■  and  in 
thefe  always  occur  the  greateft  falls  of  fnow  ;  after  which  the  wind  generally  changes 
to  the  north-weft,  and*  blows  brifkly  for  a  day  or  two,  driving  the  fnow  into  heaps. 
In  the  forefts,  however,  as  the  wind  has  lefs  power,  the  fnow  lies  level,  from  two  to 
four  feet  in  depth  throughout  the  winter  feafon.  On  the  mountains,  the  fnow  falls 
earlier,  and  continues  later  than  on  the  lower  grounds.  On  thofe  elevated  fummits, 
the  winds  alSo  have  greater  force,  driving  the  fnow  into  the  long  and  deep  gullies  of 
the  mountains,  where  it  is  fo  confolidated,  as  not  to  be  eafily  dhTolved  by  the  vernal 
fun.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  mountains,  fnow  may  be  ken  as  late  as  the  middle  of 
May,  and,  on  the  fummits,  till  the  month  of  July. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  in  February,  and  the  weather  is  then  the  moft  Severely  cold  ; 
but  the  loweft  depreflion  of  the  thermometer  is  generally  followed  by  wet  and  mild 
weather.  In.1771,  the  fnow  did  not  fall  till  the  end  of  Jannuary  ;  but,  in  1786,  it 
was  very  deep  in  the  beginning  of  December.  Early  fnows  are  confidered  as  benefi- 
cial to  the  foil,  and  the  cultivation  of  vegetables,  during  the  enfuing  fummer  ;  for 
the  ground,  by  being  covered  with  a  large  body  of  fnow,  is  kept  warm,  and  the  froft 
is  prevented  from  penetrating.to  any  great  depth.  The  foil,  when  not  covered  with 
an  early  fnow,  but  left  expofed  to  the  piercing  influence  of  Severe  froft,  is  generally 
frozen  to  the  depth  of  three  feet  or  more. 

*  To  this  intelligent  writer  we  are  almoft  wholly  indebted  for  the  account  of  the  ftate  we  are 
Bow  defcribing. 
+  Hiftory  of  New-Hampfhire,  vol.  iii.  p.  17. 
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The  farmers  begin  to  houfe  their  cattle  about  the  middle  of  November.  By  the 
beginning  of  May,  the  grafs  is  fufficiently  grown  for  them  to  Jive  abroad  •,  good  far- 
mers do  not  permit  them  to  feed  till  the  twenty-firft  of  May  ,  but  fcarcity  of  fodder 
obliges  the  lefs  wealthy  husbandman  to  turn  them  out  to  pafture  fooner. 

The  winter  of  1779- 80  was  remarkably  dry,  without  rain  or  thaw,  and  as  feverely 
cold  as  any  within  the  memory  of  the  oideft  inhabitants.  It  was  called  the  Canada 
winter,  from  its  fimilarity  to  the  extreme  and  dry  cold  of  that  climate.  In  the  month 
of  January,  there  is  fomecimes  a  thaw,  and  a  fevere  froft  after  it.  The  rains  which  fall, 
at  thefe  feafons,  often  freeze,  and  the  trees  are  fometimes  fo  incrufted  with  ice,  that 
the  fmaller  branches  break  with  the  weight.  Light  frofts  have  been  known  in  every 
month  of  the  year,  except  July.  In  the  month  ot  June,  the  green  Indian  corn  is  fome- 
times nipped,   but  it  generally  recovers  and  fprouts  again. 

During  the  fpring  months,  there  is  generally  a  land  breeze  in  the  morning,  and  a  fea 
breeze  in  the  evening  •,  the  heat  of  fummer  al fo  is  frequently  abated  by  refreshing 
breezes  from  the  fea  y  but  thefe  do  not  reach  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  miles  into 
the  country.  The  norfheaft  ftorms  penetrate  fixty  or  feventy  miles  from  the  fea,  but 
their  violence  is  abated  at  that  diftance. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June,  and  during  the  whole  of  July  and  Auguft,  the  weather  i$ 
very  hot,  and  in  Auguft  the  heat  is  accompanied  with  a  difagreeablc  dampnefs.  Thun- 
der is  frequent  in  the  fummer  months  ;  it  is  fometimes  heard  in  fpring  and  autumn, 
but  rarely,  in  the  winter,  though  in  fnow-ftorms,  the  air  is  often  highly  electrified,  and 
flames  are  fometimes  feen.  Thunder  mowers  in  the  fummer,  are  often  accompanied 
with  hail,  which  proves  deftructi veto  the  fields  of  grain  ;  and  this  hail  has  fometimes 
been  feen  to  remain,  rolled  into  heaps,  till  the  fucceeding  day  ;  but  it  ccromonly  melts 
foon  after  falling. 

In  fpring,  it  is  ufual  to  burn  the  trees,  which,  during  the  preceding  year,  have  been 
felled  upon  the  new  plantations.  If  the  feafon  be  dry,  the  flames  fpread  in  the  woods, 
and  a  large  extent  of  the  foreft  is  fometimes  on  fire  at  once.  Fences  and  buildings  have 
been  often  deftroyed  by  thefe  raging  conflagrations.  There  is  a  lingular  method  of 
extmguifhing  fuch  a  fire.  As  it  is  impofTible  to  remove  thetreesand  bulhes  faft  enough 
to  flop  the  flaries  by  depriving  them  of  fuel,  a  fire  is  kindled  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  conflagration  fpreads  with  moft  fury.  They  drive  the  flames  of  the  lefTer  fire  to- 
wards thofe  of  the  greater,  and  when  thefe  meet,  the  conflagration  is  fometimes  extin- 
guiihed  for  want  of  materials.  The  idea  of  extinguifhing  one  fire  by  means  of  another, 
is  fomewhat  paradoxical.  The  operation  requires  many  hands,  much  refolution,  and 
dexterity  ;  and  does  not  always  fucceed.  Even  in  lwamps,  a  fire  has  penetrated  for 
fome  feet  under  ground,  and  confumed  the  roots  of  trees.  When  it  has  raged  to  this 
degree,  nothing  but  a  heavy  rain  can  extinguifli  the  flames. 

The  aurora  borealis  was  firft  remarked  in  New- Hampshire  in  the  year  17 19.  It  is 
faid  to  be  more  frequent  now  than  formerly. 

Sea  coast.]  The  whole  extent  of  the  coaft  of  this  ftate  is  on!y  about  eighteen 
miles.  The  fhoreis  moftly  a  fandy  beach,  within  which  are  fait  matfhes,  interfered  by 
creeks.  There  are  feveral  coves  for  fifhing  veflels;  but  the  only  harbour  for  ftiips,  is- 
the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua,  where  the  fhore  is  rocky.  Some  ledges  and  points  of  rocks 
are  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  the  harbour  i  yet  there  is  no  remark;  ble  head  land 
on  the  fea  coaft  of  this  ftate.  In  the  town  of  Hampton,  there  are  two  bluff's,  elevated 
above  the  level  of  the  beach,  which  are  called  the  great  and  little  boar's  heads. 

Mountains."]  Monadnock  lies  in  the  fouth  weft  "parts  cf  this  flare.  The  elevation 
of  this  mountain  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  as  meafured  in  the  year  1780,  is  three 
thoufand  two  hundted  and  fifty  four  feet.  Its  fummit  is  a  r.aked  rock,  and  on  its  fides 
are  fome  marks  of  the  explofion  of  fubterraneous  fire.  In  Weft  river  mountain,  ap. 
pearancesofafimilar  kind  are  ftill  more  viable.    About  the  year  1730,   the  garrifon 
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of  fort  Dummer,  four  miles  diftant,  were  alarmed  with  frequent  explofions  of  fire  and 
lmoke.     The  like  appearances  have  been  obferved  fince. 

The  white  mountains  are  the  higheft  and  moft  remarkable  in  New  Hampmire,  or 
even  in  New-England.  From  the  earlieft  fettlement  of  the  country,  they  have  attracted 
univerfal  attention.  In  clear  weather,  they  are  difcovered  before  any  other  land,  by 
veffels  approaching  the  eaftern  coaft  ;  but,  by  reafon  of  their  white  appearance,  are 
frequently  miftaken  for  clouds.  They  are  vifible  on  the  land,  at  thediftance  of  eighty 
miles,  on  the  fouth  and  fouth  eaft  fides  ;  they  appear  higher,  when  viewed  from  the 
north  eaft,  and  it  is  faid,  that  they  are  feen  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Chamble  and 
Quebec.  Some  writers,  who  have  attempted  to  give  an  account  of  thefe  mountains, 
have  afcribed  their  whitenefs  to  fhiiiing  rocks,  or  a  kind  of  white  mofs  ;  and  the 
higheft  fummit  has  been  deemed  inacceffible,  on  account  of  the  extreme  cold,  which 
threatens  to  freeze  the  traveller,  even  in  the  midft  of  Summer. 

The  white  mountains  are  the  moft  elevated  part  of  a  ridge,  which  extends  N.  E. 
and  S.  W.  to  an  immenfediftance.  The  area  of  their  bafe  is  an  irregular  figure,  the 
whole  circuit  of  which  is  not  lefs  than  fixtv  miles.  The  number  of  fummits  within 
this  area,  cannot,  at  prefent,  be  afcertained,  the  country  around  them  being  a  thick 
wildernefs.  The  greateft  number  which  can  be  feen  at  once,  is  at  Dartmouth,  on  the 
N.  W.  fide,  where  feven  fummits  appear  at  one  view,  of  which  four  are  bald.  Of  thefe, 
the  three  higheft  are  the  moft  diftant,  being  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  clufter  •,  one  of 
thefe  is  the  mountain  which  makes  fo  majeftic  an  appearance  along  the  fhore  of  the 
eaftern  counties  of  Maffachufetts.  It  has  lately  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Mount  IVafoington.    "! 

Whatftores  the  bowels  of  thefe  mountains  contain,  time  muft  unfold  ;  all  fearches 
for  fubterraneous  treafures,  having  hitherto  proved  fruitlefs.  The  moft  certain  riches 
which  they  yield,  are  the  frefhets,  which  bring  down  the  foil,  to  the  intervals  below, 
and  form  a  fire  mould,  producing,  by  the  aid  of  cultivation,  corn  and  herbage,  in  the 
moft  luxuriant  plenty. 

Dr.  Belknap  infoims  us,  that  in  July  1784,  fome  gentlemen  vifited  thefe  mountains, 
They  computed  the  height  of  the  higheft  of  them,  at  about  five  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred feet  from  the  level  of  the  valley  below,  and  ten  thoufand  from  the  level  of  the 
fea.  Subfequent  obfervations  and  calculations  render  it  probable,  that  the  height  ex- 
ceeds 10,000  feet,  of  perpendicular  altitude,  above  the  level  of  the  ocean. 

Of  the  Connecticut  river,  we  have  already  given  a  defcription,  in  our  account  of 
Vermont. 

Amarifcoggin  river  takes  its  rife  near  the  dividing  line  between  New  Hampfhire  and 
the  diftrict  of  Maine.  There  are  feveral  fmall  ponds,  together  with  lakeUmbagog 
which  flow  into  this  river.  From  lake  Umbagog  the  courfe  of  the  river  is  in  a  fouth- 
ern  direction,  almoft  parallel  to  Connecticut  river,  and  diftant  from  it  about  twenty-five 
miles  ,  but  it  is  deeper,  wider  and  more  rapid.  After  Amarifcoggin  begins  to  take  an 
eafterly  direction,  it  foon  leaves  the  ftate  of  New-Hampftiire,  and  croffes  the  line  into 
the  diftrict  of  Maine.  There,  having  watered  a  great  extent  of  country,  where  new 
fettlements  are  rapidly  increafing,  it  forms  a  junction  with  Kenebeck,  and  flows  into 
the  fea  at  Sagahadoc. 

The  head  of  Saco  river,  is  in  the  White  mountains,  at  the  weftern  pafs,  commonly 
called  the  Notch  ;  near  which  alfo  rifes  the  Lower  Amonoofuck,  which  runs  wefterly 
into  Connecticut  river.  Saco  takes  a  foutherly  direction  down  the  mountain.  A  large 
branch  of  it,  called  Ellis  river,  rifes  at  the  eaftern  pafs  of  the  mountains,  where  alfo 
"originates  Peabody  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin.  New  river,  which  firft  appeared 
during  a  long  rain,  in  October  1775,  falls  into  Ellis  river,  near  its  fource.  It  bore  down 
many  rocks  and  trees,  forming  a  fcene  of  ruin  for  a  long  courfe.  It  has  ever  fince  been 
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a  conftant  fiream  ;  and  where  it  falls  into  Ellis  river,  prefents  to  view  a  noble  cafcadey 
of  about  one  hundred  feet  perpendicular. 

Pafcataqua  takes  its  rife  from  a  pond  in  the  north-eaft  corner  of  the  town  of  Wake- 
field, and  its  general  courfe,  towards  the  fea,  runs  S.  S.  E.  for  about  forty  miles. 
It  divides  New-Hampfhire  from  York  county  in  MafTachufetts,  and  is  called  Salmon- 
fall  river,  from  its  head  to  the  lower  falls  at  Berwick  ;  where  it  aflumes  the  name  of 
Newichawonnock,  which  it  bears  till  it  meets  with  Cochecho  river,  which  comes  from 
Dover,  when  both  run  together  in  one  channel,  to  Hilton's  point,  where  the  weftern 
branch  meets  it.  From  this  junction  to  the  fea,  the  river  is  fo  rapid  that  it  never 
freezes  •,-  the  diftance  is  feven  miles,  and  the  courfe  generally  from  S.  to  S.  E. 

Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  Pemigewaflet  and  Winnipifeogee 
rivers.  The  banks  of  this  river,  in  forne  places,  are  very  fteep  and  rugged,  and  in  its 
long  defcent  from  the  mountain,  there  are  many  falls.  It  runs  about  ninety  miles,  rlrft 
in  a  fouth  eafterly,  then  in  an  eafterly  direction,  and  falls  into  the  fea  at  Newburyport. 
Lakes.]  The  largeft  lake  in  this  ftate,  is  known  by  the  name  of  Winnipifeogee. 
It  is  about  twenty-two  or  twenty- four  miles  in  length  ;  its  breadth  is  unequal ;  but 
no  where  exceeds  eight  miles.  Some  very  long  necks  of  land  project  into  it,-  and  it 
contains  feveral  iflands.  From  the  circumjacent  mountains,  many  ftreams  iffue,  which 
difcharge  their  waters  into  this  lake  ;  and  between  the  mountains  and  the  lake,  are 
fevera!  ponds  which  communicate  with  it.  In  :he  winter,  it  is  frozen  about  three 
months,  and  affords  a  convenient  paflage  for  numerous  fleighs  and  teams  from  the 
neighbouring  towns. 

Umhagog  is  the  next  lake  in  fize,  and  is  fituated  in  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
ftate.  Mo  complete  defcription  can  be  given  of  it,  for  no  other  furvey  has  been  made, 
than  what  was  neceffary  in  the  year  1789,  for  extending  the  divifional  iine  between 
New-Hampfhire,  and  the  diftrict  of  Maine. 

Befides  thefe  two  lakes,  there  are  aifo,  the  Great  Oflapy,  Squam,  and  Sunappee  lakes; 
together  with  fmaller  ponds,   vvnich  are  numerous  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate. 

Forests.}  Silence  reigns  through  an  American  foreft.  In  a  calm  day,  no  found  is 
heard,  but  the  purling  of  a  ftream,  or  perhaps  the  chirping  of  a  fquirrel,  or  the  /"quai- 
ling of  ajay.  Singing  birds  avoid  the  centre  of  the  woods,  where  all  is  fublimity 
and  folitude.  Of  tress,  perhaps  the  molt  ftately  is  the  mail  pine,  which  often  rifes  to 
the  height  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  fometimes  of  two  hundred  feet.  It  is  as 
ftrait  as  an  arrow,  and  has  no  branches,  unlefs  very  near  the  top.  Its  diameter, 
at  the  bafe,  is  from  twenty  to  forty  inches.  Interfperfed  among  the  maft  pines,  are 
the  common  foreft  trees  of  various  kinds.  Their  height  is  generally  from  forty  to 
eighty  feet.  In  fwamps,and  near  rivers, there  is  fometimes  a  thick  growth  of  underwood. 
Amidft  thefe  wild  fcenes.  trees  may  fometimes  be  feen  growing  upon  a  naked  rock, 
lheir  roots  either  penetrate  fome  of  its  crevices,  or  fpread  over  its  furface,  and  fhoot 
into  thejground.  When  a  tree  is  contiguous  to  a  fmall  rock,  its  bark  will  frequently 
inclofe  and  cover  it.  Mofs  is  thickeft  on  the  north  fides  of  the  trees-,  by  this  mark,  the 
favages  know  their  courfe  in  cloudy  weather.  Many  of  our  hunters  have  thus  learned 
to  travel  without  a  compafs. 

It  is  difficult  to  give,  by  any  defcription,  an  exact  idea  of  an  American  foreft.  The 
country  is  of  great  extent ,  in  the  varieties  of  climate  and  of  foil,  vegetation  aflumes 
an  endlefs  diverfity  of  forms.  Yet  this  fubject,  like  almoft  every  other  part  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  new  world,  has  been  ftrangely  mifreprefented  by  the  writers  of  Europe.  To 
believe  their  performances,  one  muft  imagine,  that  almoft  every  tree,  in  the  forefts 
of  America,  grows  from  four  to  feven  or  eight  feet  in  diameter,  and  from  fixty  to  an 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  height.  In  fact,  a  very  large  proportion  of  American  trees 
are  of  the  common  fize  of  thofs  in  the  old  world,  and  there  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  . 
England,  the  remains  of  feveral  very  ancient  oaks,  of  a  much  greater   magnitude 
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than  any  trees  which  we  remember  to  have  heard  of  in  America.  Some  of  thefe,  indeed 
rife  to  a  larger  bulk  than  is  ufual  in  Europe.  A  cherry  tree  has  grown  to  about  two, 
feet  in  diameter,  and  twenty  five  or  thirty  feet  in  height  ;  and  we  have  rot  met  with 
anv  of  this  fpecies  in  the  old  world  that  approached  to  fuch  a  fize  ;  but,  in  general,  the 
difference  in  this  refpect  is  only  trifling,  In  America,  vegetation  is  more  vigorous  chin 
in  the  Britiih  Iflands  •,  and  a  tree  has  acquired  in  this  country  a  greater  magnitude  in 
twenty  years  thai  it  can  generally  reach  in  England  during  forty. 

The  forefts  of  America  contain  a  prodigious  variety  of  trees.  Todeferibe  every 
particular  fpecies,  prefents  a  tafk  hitherto  beyond  the  limits  of  human  knowledge. 
The  woods  of  New  Hampfhire  have,  as  it  may  readily  be  fuppofed,  mofl"  kinds  common 
.over,  the  reft  of  the  continent  ;  fo  that  one  defcription  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  ferve 
for  the  whole.  Wefhallgive  a  fhort  abridgement  of  the  observations  made  on  this 
branch  of  the  natural  hiftory  of  New-Hampfhire  by  Dr.  Belknap,  interfperfed  with 
fome  additional  remarks.  It  is  defirable  that  every  other  province  of  the  united  ftates 
were  illuftrated  by  the  labours  of  an  hiftorian,  equallv  intelligent  and  inflrufl'ive. 

Befides  the  elm  of  Europe,  which  has  been  tranfplanted  from  the  continent,  there 
are  two  other  varieties,  the  white,  and  the  red.  The  fafiafras  afF-qj-ds  a  valuable  ingre- 
dient for  beer,  and  for  medicinal  purpofes,  and  a  tea  which  is  well  known  in  the  uni- 
ted ftates.  There  are  numerous  kinds  of  wild  cherry.  The  wood  of  the  largeft  is 
very  highly  efteemed  for  cabinet  work.  It  is  a  firm  texture,  a  fmooth  grain,  and  a 
beautiful  colour  between  red  and  yellow.  The  bafT.vood,  or  lime  tree,  is  lometimes 
fawed  into  boards.  The  locuft  tree  is  excellent  fuel.  Of  the  birch,  there  are  four  fpecies  ; 
the  white,  the  black,  the  red  or  yellow,  and  the  alder.  Of  oak  there  are  in  this  ftate 
four  fpecies  ;  the  black,  the  red,  the  fhrub,  and  the  chefnut,  or  newfound  oak.  Of  the 
red  oak,  there  are  three  varieties.  One  of  them  the  fwamp  oak,  is  Knreelaftic  than 
any  other  oak  wood.  Splinters  of  this  tree  have  been  fu'oftituted  for  whalebone.  Of 
the  walnut,  there  are  three  kinds  in  New  Himpfhii-e  •,  the  white  or  round  nut  hiccory, 
the  fhajfoark,  and  the  oil,  or  butternut*.  Of  this  iafttree,  the  bark  fupplies  an  extract, 
jvhich  is  found  to  bean  excellent  cathartic.  The  chefnut  is  chiefly  ufed  for  fences,  in 
which  way  prodigious  quantities  of  this  timber  are  employed  over  a  great  part  of  the 
continent.  The  wood  is  ftrait,  courfe  grained,  eafily  fplit,  and  bids  de'iance  to  all 
kinds  of  weather.  Of  the  bee:h,  there  are  three  varieties,  the  white,  there1,  and  the 
black.  The  hornbean  is  a  (mall  but  tough  tree,  and  ufed  chiefly  for  levers,  handfpikes, 
and  (takes.  The  buttonwood  is  chiefly  ufed  for  windlafles,  wheels,  and  blocks.  Of 
the  pine,  there  are  ieven  forts,  the  white,  or  mad  pine,  the  yellow  pine."  fays  Dr.  Belk- 
•*'  nap,  is  undoubtedly  the  prince  of  the  American  foreft,  in  fize,  age,  majefty  of  ap- 
"  pearance."  He  adds,  that  more  trees  of  this  fpecies  hive  been  produced  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  the  eaftern  counties  of  MafTachufetts,  than  in  all  the  reft  of  America. 
Of  cedar,  there  are  in  New  Hampfhire,  two  kinds  •,  the  white,  and  red.  The  white 
cedar  is  a  very  different  wood,  from  a  tree  known  by  the  fame  name  in  the  fouthern 
ftates.  To  this  long  catalogue^  we  muft  add,  the  white  willow,  the  fwamp  willow,  the 
poplar,  or  afpen,  the  black  poplar,  or  balfam  tree,two  fpecies  of  afh,  and  three  of  maple. 
The  afh  is  diftinguifhed  into  the  white  and  the  black,  and  this  laft  kind  has  two  fub- 
divifions,  or  varieties,  the  red  and  yellow.  The  varieties  of  the  maple  are  the  white, 
the  red  and  the  black  or  suoar  maple.  Of  grapes  there  are  two  kinds,  the  black 
grape,  and  the  fox  grape:  We  ftiall  clofe  this  article  by-adding  the  names  of  fome  of  the 
wild  fruits,  common  in  the  woods  of  New-Hampfhire,  viz.  the  black  current,  the  wild 

*  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  round  walnut,  common  in  Pennsylvania,  is  hardly  known  in  New-England.  The  waU 
nut  of  New-England  comprehends  the  three  species  of  wood  mentioned  in  the  text,  which  are  known  in  Pennsylvania,  by 
their  particular  names,  with  this  difference,    that  the  Vennsylvanians  usually  call  the  second  species  the  shellbark. 
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goofek\-ry,  many  varieties  of  the  whortlebury  ,  alio,  the  cranberry,  the  rafpberry,  the 
brambleb-rrry,  the  running  blackberry,  the  up  right  blackberry,  the  ftrawber- 
ry,  the  bayberry,  the  hazlenut,  and  two  kinds  of  ground  nuts.  To  thefe  we  fubjoitt 
the  celebrated  root,  ginfeng,  fo  much  efteemed  by  the  Chinefe,  and  which  grows  in 
ereatplenty,  in  the  weftenn  part  of  this  ftate.  Its  fale  has  been  injured  by  the  Joofe 
and  carelefs  manner  in  which  it  has  been  packed, and  by  the  fuperabundant  exportation. 
High  roads  and  manner  of  travelling.}  In  laying  out  roads,  and  lines  of  town- 
fnips,  it  is  ufual  for  the  ferveyor  to  make  a  laige  meafuie,  of  which,  however,  there  i& 
no  certain  fhndard.  The  manner  of  making  a  new  road  through  a  wildernefs,  is 
this.  Firft,  a  furveyor  and  his  party,  with  the  compafs  and  chain  explore  the  country, 
snd,  where  they  find  the  land  fuitable,  the  trees  are  fpotted,  by  cutting  out  apiece  of 
the  bark,  and,  at  the  end  of  every  mile,  the  number  is  marked  on  the  neareft  tfee. 
Then  fol'ow  the  axemen,  who  clear  away  the  bufhes  and  fell  the  trees,  in  a  fpace  cf 
three  rods  wide,  cutting  them  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  ground,  that  the  flumps  may 
not  impede  travelling.  In  waite  land  the  trees  thus  felled,  or  others  which  are  proper, 
are  formed  into  caufeways  and  bridges.  Rocks  are  either  turned  out  of  the  road,  or 
fplit  by  gunpowder. 

As  the  earth  is  open  to  the  fun,  mmy  wet  places  are  dried  and  brooks  contracted  > 
and  as  the  land  is  gradually  cleared,  the  fmaller  ftreams  difappear.  For  eroding fm ill 
ftreams,  the  beaver  dams  are  found  very  fafe  and  convenient.  There  are' about  three' 
or  four  feet  broad  at  the  top,  which  is  on  a  level  with  the  water  above,  and  is  always 
firm  and  folid.  New  roads,  therefore,  are  frequently  laid  out,  fo  as  tofave  expenfe,  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  labour  of  that  ufeful  animal.  High  winds  frequently  blow  down 
large  trees  bv  the  roots,  or  break  them  ofT  above  ground.  Thefe  trees  often  prove  a 
great  obftruclion  to  new  roads.  A  fing'.e  horfe  may  find  his  way  over  or  round  them  j 
but  if  a  team  is  to  pass,  the  obftruftion  muft  be  removed  by  the  axe.  For  this  reafon, 
the  driver  of  a  team  is  always  provided  with  one. 

In  a  journey  through  New-Hampfhire,  the  traveller  is  fometimes,  from  thediftance 
between  houfes,  forced  to  lodge  in  the  woods.  In  this  cafe,  he  foon  raifes  a  hut  with 
his  hatchet.  Before  the  open  fide  of  the  hut,  he  makes  a  large  fire,  and  wraps  himMf 
in  a  blanket,  with  his  feet  towards  it.  He  is  in  no  danger  from  wild  beafts,  as  rhey 
never  approach  a  fire.  People  accuftomed  to  the  woods, do  not  always  give  the.mfelveS 
the  trouble  of  building  a  hut,  but  lie  wrapt  in  their  blanket  by  a  fire  ■,  or,  in  foul 
weather,  fpread  their  blanket  on  flicks,  and  lie  under  it. 

Soil,  productions,  and  domestic  animals.]  The  beft  lands  in  this  ftate  are 
fituated  on  each  fide  of  the  creeks  and  rivers  ;  and  are  called  intervale  lands.  This 
foil  is  annually  overflowed  by  the  waters  of  the  rivers,  which  in  their  courie,  bring 
down  from  the  mountains,  a  rich  flime,  and  depofit  it  there.  Thefe  lands  are  not  fo 
good  for  pafture  as  the  high  grounds  of  a  proper  qua'.ity,but  they  produce  all  kinds  of 
grain  in  plenty.  The  vallies  between  the  hills  are  efteemed  fertile  :  the  fwamps,  when 
drained,  confift  of  a  deep,  rich,  mellow  foil  The  rocky,  moift  land,  is  proper  for  graz- 
ing ;  and  the  wide-fpreariing  hills,  of  moderate  elevation,  are  warm,  rich,  and  fertile. 
On  the  feacoaft,  and  in  fome  places  of  the  interior  country,  the  lands  are  fandy  ; 
but  may  be  turned  to  advantage  in  common  pafturage. 

In  the  uncultivated  parts  of  the  ftate,  the  foil  isdiftinguifhed  by  the  various  kinds 
of  wood  which  grow  upon  it.      The  white  oak  land  is  hard  andftony. 

Pitch  pine  land  is  dry  and  fandy  •,  by  ploughing,  it  may  be  made  to  produce  rye 
and  Indian  corn  •,  but  itsftrength  is  foon  exhaufted,  and  it  requires  to  lie  fallow. 

In  the  eaftern  part  of  the  ftate,  fpruce  and  hemlock,  indicate  a  thin,  cold,  unkindly 
foil.  But  in  the  weftern  part,  the  fpruce  and  hemlock,  with  a  mixture  of  birch, 
announce  a  moift  foil,  which  is  excellent  for  grafs. 

Beech  and  maple  lands  are  a  warm,  rich,  lpamy  foil.  Red  oak,  and  white  birch  are 
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figns  of  ftrong  land  ;  and   generally  the  ftrength  of  land  is  judged  of  by  the  bulk  of 
its  timber.    A  very  confiderable  part  of  this  ftate  is  yet  covered  wih  woods. 

Tae  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new  lands  has  been  much  improved  with- 
in the  laft  thirty  vears.  Forty  years  ago  it  was  thought  irr  poflible  to  ra:fe  Indian  corn 
without  the  plough  and  the  hoe.  The  mode  of  planting  it  among  the  burnt  logs  hath 
fince  become  univerfal  in  the  new  plantations.  It  is  now  accounted  more  profitable  for 
a  young  man  to  go  upon  new  lands  than  to  remain  on  the  old.  In  the  early  part  of  life, 
the  labour  of  every  day,fpent  in  fubduing  the  wildernefs,  lays  a  foundation  for  future 
profit.  Except  the  mode  of  fubduing  new  land  there  has  been  no  improvement  made 
in  the  art  of  husbandry.  The  feafon  of  vegetation  is  fhort  and  is  almoft  wholly  em- 
employed  in  preparing,  planting  and  tilling  the  land,  in  cutting  and  houfing  fodder, 
and  gathering  in  the  crops.  Indeed  fo  fudden  is  the  fucceffion  of  labours,  that  upon 
fviy  ir.egularity  in  the  weather,  they  run  into  one  another  ;  and,  if  hands  are  fcarce, 
o;ie  cann  Jt  be  completed  before  the  other  fuffers  from  delay.  Thus  hay  is  often  fpoil- 
ed'for  want  of  being  cut  in  feafon. 

Very  little  ufe  is  made  of  any  manure,  except  dung  •,  though  marie  may  be  had 
m  many  places  with  or  without  digging.  The  mixing  of  different  ftrata,  is  never  at- 
tended to.  Dung  is  feldom  fuffered  to  remain  in  a  heap  over  the  fummer,  but  is  ta- 
ken, at  the  return  of  every  fpring,  from  the  barn,  and  either  fpread  over  the  field 
and  ploughed  in,  or  laid  in  heaps,  and  put  into  ihe  holes  where  corn  and  potatoes 
are  planted. 

Apples  and  pears  are  the  fruits  chiefly  cultivated  in  this  province.  The  former  pro- 
duce excellent  cyder.  No  good  hufbandman  thinks  his  farm  complete  without  an 
orchard.  Apricots  are  fcarcely  known  and  peaches  thrive  not  in  New-Hampfhire. 
They  require  a  warmer  climate. 

Gardens,  in  the  country  towns  are  chiefly  left  to  the  management  of  women,  the 
men  contenting  themfelves  with  fencing  and  digging  them  -,  and  it  rnuft  be  faid  to 
the  honor  of  tne  female  fex,  that  the  fcanty  portion  of  earth  committed  to  their 
care  is  often  made  productive  of  no  fmall  benefit  to  their  families. 

Agriculturei9  thechief  bufinefs  of  the  people  of  New-Hampfhire.  Every  tree 
that  is  cut  down  in  the  foreft,  opens  to  the  fun  a  new  fpot  of  earth  adapted  to  cul- 
tivation. It  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  quantities  may  be  produced  of  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  poultry,  wheat,  ryejndian  corn, barley,  pulfe,  butter,  and  cheefe.  Flax, hemp 
and  hops,  may  be  cultivated  to  great  advantage.  The  firft  neat  cattle  were  imported 
from  Europe,  into  New  Hampfhire  about  the  year  1633.  They  were  large  and  of  a 
Danifh  breed.  As  the  country  becomes  more  and  more  cleared,  the  ftock  of  part ure 
increafes,and  hence  the  number  of  the  cattle  is  inceffantly  multiplied.  This  remark  ap- 
plies to  each  of  the  united  Hates,  as  well  as  to  New  Hamfhire.  From  the  upper  parts 
of  this  ftate,  great  herds  of  fat  cattle  are  driven  to  the  Bofton  market,  from  whence 
fome  part  of  the  beef  is  exported  frefh  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  1  eft  is  falted  for  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.   The  horfe  is  but  little  ufed  for  draught,  and  is  not  in  the  pro- 

f)Ortion  of  more  than  one  to  twenty  of  the  neat  cattle.  Affes  have  been  introduced  but 
ately.  Sheep  are  accounted  the  moft  profitable  ftock,  which  can  be  railed  on  a  farm. 
Goats  are  not  much  propagated  9but  fwine  are  extremely  numerous.  They  are  frequent- 
ly  fattened  upon  Indian  corn.  The  pork  of  North  America  is  much  fuperior  to  that 
of  Europe.  Domeftic  poultry  of  all  kinds  are  raifed  in  great  abundance  and  perfection 
in  New  Hampfhire. 

Method  of  manufacturing  ~\         In  this  and  feveral  others   of  the  united  ftates, 

maple  sugar,'  J     excellent   fugar  is  extracted    from  the   fap  of  the 

maple  tree.   To  obtain  it,  an  ineifion  is  "made  by  two  fcores,    an  inch  and  an  half,  or 

two  inches  deep,  and  from  fix  to  eight  inches  long  in  the  form  of  the  letter  V.  This 

tapping  caufes  the  tree  to  bleed  very  freely,  and  in  two  or  three  years  kills  it ;  but,  if 
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care  be  taken  to  tap  the  tree  by  making  a  fmall  circular  incifion,  and  flopping  it  with 
a  dIuj,  when  the  feafon  is  paft,  the  bark  will  cover  the  wound,  and  the  tree  may  lad 
for  many  years.  From  the  low*er  part  ofthe  incifion,  tthe  fap  is  conducted  by\  fmall 
ftick  into  a  trough  of  wood  capable  of  containing  two  or  three  gallons.  Larger  troughs 
or  vars,  are  placed  in  a  central  fituation,  to  ferve  as  refervoirs  for  the  fap  when  col- 
lected. 

The  feafon  for  tapping  the  trees  is  in  March  ;  and  the  fap  will  not  run  but  in  a 
clear  day,  fbcceeding  a  frofty  night.  A  full-grown  tree  will  then  yield  from  two  to 
three  gallons  each  dav.  The  perfons  employed  in  the  bufinefs  vjfit  each  tree  and  col- 
lecting the  fap  in  buckets,  remove  it  to  the  larger  troughs  ;  or,  if  the  ground  be  very 
ex'enfive  it  is  put  into  barrels,  which  are  drawn  on  fteds  to  the  place  appointed  for 
boiling.  Bread  kettles,  when  fet  in  brick  orftone  with  the  fue  confined  under  the  bot- 
tom, anfwer  beft,  as  there  is  then  no  danger  of  burning  the  fugar.  As  the  fap  evapo- 
rates, the  kettles  are  filled  up,  the  boiling  is  continued  and  the  liquor  is  fkimmed 
till  k  becomes  a  thick  fyrup.  In  this'  ftate,  it  may  reft  for  a  week. 

The  next  operation  is  granulating,  which  may  be  done  on  a  cloudy  day,  when  nQ 
fap  can  be  collected.  But  if  there  be  a  fuccefiion  of  fair  weather,  the  trees  will  dif- 
charge  fo  faft,  thai  the  collection  muft  be  attended  to  by  day,  and  the  boiling  by  night. 
When  the  fyrup  is  to  be  granulated,  the  boiling  is  repeated.  The  kettle  is  then  not 
mere  than  half  filled,  to  prevent  wefte.  To  check  (he  too  fudden  riling  of  the  liquor, 
a  fmall  piece  of  clean  butter,  or  tallow,  is  occafionally  thrown  in.  To  know  when  it 
will  granu'ate,  a  httle  of  it  is  taken  out  and  cooled  ;  and  when  it  appears  to  be  in  this 
Itace  the  whole  is  poured  into  a  cooler.  After  the  grain  is  formed,  it  is  hung  in  baes 
todrain.  A  fmall  quantity  of  quick  line,  put  in  o  the  liquor,  as  is  ufual  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  would  promote  and  improve  the  granulation. 

In  every  ftage  of  the  work,  much  neatnefs  is  required.  The  fap  muft  be  {trained 
through  a  flannel  fieve,  before  the  firft  boiling  to  clear  it  of  chips,  leaves,  and  other 
adventitious  fubftancts;  and,  before  the  fecond  boilng.  it  muft  undergo  another 
{training.  The  fcgar  thus  obtained,  is  by  feme  of  the  beft  workmen,  rendered  as 
white  as  the  finsft  mufcovado.  7  he  drainings  of  the  fugar  are  ufed  as  molaffes.  A 
veiy  palatable  and  refiefhing  beer  is  made  by  boiling  down  the  fap  to  a  quarter  part, 
and  fermenting  it  with  yeaft;  a  wholefome  liquor  is  obtained  from  thedecoction 
of  fpruce  in  the  fap.  Vinegar  alio  is  made  by  boiling  down  the  fap   to  the  air. 

7  he  fug:;r  thus  extracted  from  the  maple,  is  clear  gain  to  the  hufbandman,  as  it  is 
made  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  no  rleid  labour  can  be  done.  The  ground  is  then 
covered  with  fnow.  One  man  and  a  boy  have  collected  a  fufficiency  of  Tap  for  five 
hundred  pounds  of  fugar  ,  and  a  man, with  two  boys,for  feven  hundred.  The  boiling 
is  often  performed  by  women.  The  maple  trees  are  found  in  many  parts  ofthe  coun- 
try •,  but  they  abound  moft  in  the  lands  between  the  White  mountains  and  Connec- 
ticut river.  The  wood  anfwers  very  well  for  the  ufe  of  carpenters. 

Wild  animals  ]  To  write  a  regular  hiftoiy  of  the  wild  animals  of  North  Ame- 
rica, would  be  foreign  to  to  the  plan  of  this  work,  and  exceed  its  iimits.  But  under 
the  prefent  article,  we  {hail  prefeut  a  fhort  view  of  fuch  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  New- 
Jiar^pftiire. 

7  he  feal,  the  bear,  the  wolf,  the  otter,  the  martin,  the  wild  cat,  the  red  and  grey 
fox,  the  racoon,  the  weafel,  the  ermine,  the  hare,  the  rabbit,  t'"e  mole,  and  the  black 
rat,  are  too  well  known  in  both  the  old  and  the  new  wor'ds,  to  require  a  particular  de- 
fcription.  They  are  all  faid  by  Dr.  Belknap,  to  be  found  in  New- Hampshire.  The 
beaver  has  now  became  fcarce  ;  bnt  the  veftiges  of  his  labours  are  numerous.  His 
fkill  in  conftructing  dams,  is  known  to  every  reader,  and  han  been  more  often  de- 
fcribed  than  perhaps  any  other  part  of  American  zoology.  Deer  were  formed)  wry 
numerous,  but  are  now  feldom  fecn.   The  moofe  is  a  very  large  animal.    His  flefh  is 
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of  acoarfer  grain  than  beef  but  fweet  and  tender.  His  hide  makes  good  leather.  He 
alfo  is  becoming  fcarce.  The  black,  the  red,  the  ftriped,  and  the  flying  fquirrels,  the 
ihrew  moufe,  the  ground  moufe,  and  the  field  moufe,  are  likewife  to  be  found  in  New- 
Ham  pftiire.  The  fkunk  is  dittinguifhed  by  «'  the  diabolical  fcent,"  as  Buffon  calls  it, 
which  he  ejects,  when  purfued  or  in  danger.  He  is  about  a  foot  and  a  half  long,  of 
a  moderate  height  and  fize,  and  after  it  grows  dark,  is  found  ftealing  into  the  farm- 
yards, where  he  kills  the  poultry.  The  wolverene  is  faid  to  be  exactly  the  fame  with 
the  badger  of  Europe.  The  woodchuck  is  about  the  fize  of  the  fkunk.  He  feeds  on 
pulfe,  the  tops  of  clover,  and  fome  other  vegetables.  In  October,  he  retires  to  his 
burrow,  where  he  continues  in  a  torpid  ftate  for  fix  months.  The  mufquafh,  and  the 
mink  are  amphibious  animals.  The  former  builds  a  cabin  of  flicks  and  mud  in  a  fhal- 
low  pond  -,  the  latter  burrows  in  the  earth,  by  the  fides  of  rivers.  The  mufquafh  is 
remarkable  for  an  oil  bag  affording  a  perfume,  and  the  mink  is  valued  for  its  fur.  The 
hedge-hog  or  porcupine,  urchin  or  urfon,  for  he  has  all  this  variety  of  names,  appears 
to  be  a  different  animal  from  any  which  has  been  defcribed  as  belonging  to  the  old 
hemifphere.  The  catamount  is  faid  to  be  the  moil  formidable  to  hunters  of  any  ani- 
mal in  the  American  foreft.  One  of  them  was  killed  fome  years  ago  in  New-Hamp- 
fliire.  The  entire  length  of  his  head,  body,  and  tail,  was  about  nine  het ;  the  circum- 
ference of  his  body  two  feet  and  an  half.  He  is  carnivorous,  and  has  been  known  to 
carry  off  a  child. 

Of  birds,  Dr.  Belknap  has  enumerated  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  different 
kinds  that  are  feen  in  New-Hampfhire.  Of  thefe,  by  far  the  greater  part  are  extremely 
well  known. 

Population.]  Chaftellux,  in  his  account  of  North  America,  rematks,  that  in  one 
of  his  journies  he  fell  in  with  a  party  of  men  from  New-Hampfhire,  and  that  they 
were  the  talleft  and  moft  robuft  perfons  whom  he  had  feen  on  the  continent.  The 
climate,  though  rigorous,  is  very  healthy,  at  leaft  to  the  natives,  which  is  evident 
from  the  rapid  advance  of  population.  In  1767,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  th<s 
ftate,  according  to  an  eftimate  made  at  that  time,  amounted  only  to  fifty-two  thou- 
fand feven  hundred.  In  1775,  to  eighty-two  thoufand  two  hundred.  By  th- cenfus  of 
1790,  they  were  found  to  be  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty -five  ;  and,  as  four  years  have  fince  elapfed,  the  ftate  may  be  fuppofed,  at  this 
time,  to  contain  at  leaft  an  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  people.  In  1790,  it  had 
only  an  hundred  and  fifty.eight  flaves,  a  proportion  too  diminutive  to  deferveany 
attention.  Dr.  Belknap,  on  reafonable  evidence,  computes,  that  within  lefs  than  the 
iaft  nineteen  years,  thi  total  number  of  inhabitants  has  actually  doubled,  though  fe- 
ven of  thefe  nineteen  were  years  of  war.  Various  caufes  have  contributed  to  this  un- 
common advance  of  population  in  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfhire.  One  of  thefe  has 
been  the  abundance  of  vacant  land,  and  the  confequent  emigration  from  other  parts 
of  New-England  to  this  territory.  The  climate,  as  we  have  noticed  above,  is  very  fa- 
lubrious.  Dr.  Belknap  has  colle&eda  number  of  remarkable -examples   of  longevity. 

Manners  and  character.]  Intrepidity  in  danger,  and  patience  under  fatigue, 
•mav  be  claffed  among  the  hereditary  qualities  of  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire. 
In  travelling,  in  hunting,  in  cutting  timber,  in  making  roads,  and  other  employments 
in  the  foreft,  they  become  familiar  with  hardihips.  They  frequently  refideinthe 
woods,  for  days,  and  weeks  together,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year.  A  hut,  compofed  of 
poles  and  bark,  ferves  them  forfhelter  ;  and  on  the  open  fide  of  it,  a  large  fire  defends 
them  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather.  Thofe  who  begin  a  new  fettlement,  live  in  a 
ftile  not  lefs  fimple.  They  erect  a  fquare  building  of  poles,  notched  at  the  end,  to  keep 
•them  fait  together.  The  crevices  are  plaftered  with  clay,  or  the  ftiffeft  earth  which  can 
be  had,  mixed  with  mofsor  ftraw.  The  roof  is  either  bark  or  fplit  boards.  Many  of 
■thefe  firft  eflays  in  houfekeeping  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  new  plantations,  which 
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ferve  to  lodge  whole  families  till  their  induftry  can  fupply  materials  for  more  regular 
and  comfortable  houfes.  Their  children  are  early  accuftomi-d  to  coarfe  food  and  hard 
lodging  •,  and  to  be  without  fhoes  in  all  feafons  of  the  year,  is  fcarcely  accounted  a 
want.  Land  being  eafily  obtained,  and  labour  of  every  kind  familiar,  there  is  great 
encouragement  to  population.  A  good  hufbandman,  by  the  favings  of  a  few  )  ears, 
can  purchafe  new  lands  enough  to  give  his  eldeft  fons  a  fettlement,.  and  aflift  them  in 
clearing  a  lot,  and  building  a  hut.  The  homeftead  is  generally  given  to  the  youngeft 
■  fon,  who  provides  for  his  parents,  when  age  or  infirmity  difables  them  from  labour. 
An  unmarried  man,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  country  towns 
of  this  ftate.  The  women  are  grand-mothers  at  forty,  and  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon 
for  a  mother  and  daughter  to  have  each,  at  the  f)me  time*  a  child  at  the  breaft..  A 
father,  fon,  and  grandfon  frequently  work  together  in  the  fame  field. 

The  people  of  New-Hampmire,  in  general,  are  induftrious,  and  allow  thcmfelves 
very  little  time  for  diverfions.  At  military  mufters,  at  judicial  courts,  at  the  railing  of 
houfes-,  at  the  laynchingof  fhips,  at  the  c-dination  ofminifters,  which  are  feafons . 
of  public  concourfe,  the  young  people  amufe  themfelves  with  dancing.  In  fome  towns 
they  have  a  practice,  at  chriftmas,  of  mooting  geefe  for  wagers  ;  and,  on  many  other 
occafions,  the  diversion  of  firing  at  marks  is  very  common,  and  has  an  excellent  ef- 
fect in  forming  young  men  to  a  dextrous  ufe  of  arms.  The  time  of  gathering  Indian 
corn  is  always  a  feafon  of  ftflivity.  The  ears  are  gathered  and  brought  home  by  day, 
and  in  the  evening  a  company  of  neighbours  join  in  hulking  them,  and  conclude  with 
a  fupper  and  a  dance. 

The  women  fpin  and  weave  their,  own  flax  and  wool,  and,  their  families  are  clad  in 
cloth  of  their  own  making.  The  inhabitants  of  Londonderry,  an  Irifh  fettlement,  and 
the  towns  which  are  compofed  of  emigrants  from  it,  enter  largely  into  the  manufac- 
ture of  linen  cloth  and  thread,  and  even  make  great  quantities  for  fale. 

Education  and  state  of  literature.]  lh;  old  laws  of  New-Hampihire  re- 
quired, thateverv  town  of  one  hundred  families,  mould  keep  a  grammar  fchool.  The. 
preceptor  was  obliged  to  teach  reading, writing,arithi«etic, and  the  learned  languages. 
Sometimes,  when  the  town  was  able,  it  has  been  directed  to  fupport  two  fchocls,  one 
of  which  for  the  learned  languages,,  was,  by  way  of  diftinct  ion,. termed  a  grammar 
fchool.  During  the  war  with  Britain,  thefe  fchcols  were  much  neglected.  In  the  year 
1 7 8 1 ,  an  academy  was  founded  at  Exeter,  by  the  hon,  John  Phillips,  L.  L.  D.  fcr 
the  education  of  youth,  by  the  name  of"  Phillips'Exeter  Academy,  and  fevcral  others 
have  fince  been  eftabiifhed  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate.  The  college  of  Dartmouth 
was  founded  in  :he  year  1760.  It  is  fituated  on  the  weftern  bcrder  of  this  ftate,  with- 
in half  a  mile  of  the  river  Connecticut.  It  has  been  of  confi  jerable  advantige  to  the 
new  and  neighbouring  ftate  of  Vermont,  and  is,  at  prefent,  in  a  ftourifliing  condition. 
la  1790,  the  under  graduates  were  about  an  hundred  and  fifty,  and  their  number 
has  increafed.  They  are  under  the  infpection  of  a  president,  who  is  likeuife  a  profef- 
for  of  hiftory.  Befides  him,  there  is  a  profeftbr  of  natural  hiftory  and  mathematics,, 
and  a  third  who  is  profeftbr  of  languages.  There  are  likewife  two  tutors..  A  grammar 
fchool,  containing  about  fiy.ty  fcholars,  is  annexed  to  the  college. 

This  feminary  pofTeftes  an  immenfe  landed  property,  extending  to  eighty  thoufand  I 
acres.  Of  thefe,  twelve  hundred  He  contiguous  to  the  college,  and  are  capable  of  the' 
belt  improvement.  Twelve  thoufand  are  fuuated  in  Vermont.  1  he  revenues  arifing 
from  thefe  lands  are  at  prefent  but  an  hundred  and  forty  pounds  currency..  In  lefs  than. 
fixty  years,  it  is  probable  that  New-Hampfhire  and  Vermont  will  be  as  populous  as 
England,  or  very,  near  it.  The  value  of  thefe  lands  will  then  rife  in  proportion.  At 
five  millings  fterling  per  acre,  which  will,  by  that  time,  have  become  a  very  moderate- 
rent,  thefe  lands  will  then  produce  twenty  thoufand  pounds  fterlingper  annum.  Such 
a  prodigiaus  revenue,  if  divided  between  twenty   cr  thirty  profeffors,   may  injure  if: 
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not  ruin  the  college  of  Dartmouth,  as  far  as  regards  every  purpofe  of  public  utility. 
The  very  fame  eaufe,  an  enormous  augmentation  of  their  incomes,  has  reduced  the 
Englifhuniverfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  to  be  an  object  ofdisguft  and  derifion 
to  every  friend  of  learning.  The  reader  will  find  this  fubject  very  fully  explained  by 
Dr.  Adam  Smith  in  his  enquiry  into  the  nature  and  caufes  of  the  wealth  of  nations, 
and  by  Mr.  Vicefimus  Knox,  in  his  eflays.  It  is  the  duty,  therefore,  of  the  legislature 
of  New-Hampfhire,  to  guard  againft  the  abfurdity  of  bellowing  upon  a  profeffor,  fo 
immenfe  a  regular  falary,  as  to  place  him  beyond  the  neceflity  of  attending,  in  the 
ftricteft  manner,  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Religion.]  There  is  no  point  of  government  in  which  the  united  ftates  more  ef- 
fectually difplay  their  fuperiority  to  the  constitutions  of  Europe,  than  by  the  liberal 
eftablifhment  of  an  univerfal  right  of  conference.  By  the  conftitution  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire, it  is  exprefsly  provided,  that  n:>  fubordi  nation  of  any  one  feet  or'denomination 
to  another  fhdl  ever  be  eftablifhed  by  law.  No  perfon  of  any  one  fret  mail  ever  be 
compelled  to  pay  for  fupporting  the  teachers  of  any  other.  This  order  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal  affairs  will  moft  likely  be  very  lifting. 

Betides  a  few  fandemanians,  and  univerfalifts,  the  community  is  divided  into  five 
different  profeflions  of  religion,  viz.  congregationalifts,  presbyterians,  epifcopalians, 
baptifts,  and  quakers.     Of  thefe  the  congregationalifts   are  the  mod  numerous. 

Principal  towns.]  Fortfmouth  is  the  largeft  town  in  this  ftate.  By  the  cenfus 
of  1790,  it  contained  fix  hundred  and  forty  dwelling  houfes,  and  four  thoufand  (evtn 
hundred  and  twenty  inhabitants,  It  ftands  about  two  miles  from  the  fea,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Pafcataqua  river.  Its  harbour  is  one  of  the  beft  in  North  America,  having  a 
fufficient  depth  of  water  for  fhipsof  any  burden; 

Exeter  is  fifteen  miles  fouth  weft  of  Portfmouth  ;  and  its  inhabitants,  by  the  cenfus, 
were  feventeen  hundred  and  twenty  two.-  It  is  a  manufacturing  town,  fituated  upon 
Exeter,  or  Swamfcot  river,  and  the  tide  rifes  there  twenty  one  feet.  There  are  feveral 
fmaller,  but'thriving  towns  in  the  ftate,  fuch  as  Concord,  Amherft,  Dover,  Durham, 
Keen,  Charleftown,  Haverhill,  and  Plymouth. 

Curiosities.]  There  is  a  rock  fuppofed  to  weigh  fixty  or  feventy  tons,  in  the 
townfhip  of  Durham,  fituated  on  a  hill,  in  a  pofition,  which  appears  to  be  natural.  It 
lies  fo  exactly  poifed  on  another  rock,  as  to  be  eafily  moved  by  a  very  moderate  effort. 

Fofiil  fhells  have  been  found  near  Lamprey  river,  in  New  market,  at  the  depth  of 
feventeen  feet.  The  fhells  were  ofoyfters,  mufcles,  and  clams  intermixed.  Clam  fhells 
•have  alfo  been  difcovere'd  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dart- 
mouth college..    Fofiil  trees  have  been  fometimes  found.. 

At  about  five  miles  diftance  from  Chefter  meeting-houfe,  and  very  near  the  road 
leading  to  Concord,  is  an  eminence  called,  Rattle-Snake  hill.  Its  bafe is  nearly  circular, 
and  about  half  a  mile  in  diameter.  It  is  very  rugged,  efpecially  on  the  fouthern  fiJe, 
where  it  is  almoft  perpendicular.  The  fummit  is  about  four  hundred  feet  high.  On 
this  fide,  at  the  height  of  ten  yards,  is  an  aperture  in  the  rocks,  of  about  five  feet 
high  and  twenty  inches  broad  ;  which  is  the  entrance  to  what  is  called  the  Devil's 
Den,  a  cavern,  containing  a  variety  of  apartments,  and  winding  pafiages,  concern- 
ing which  many  frightful  ftories  are  told. 

Commerce  and  manufactures.] 'In  the  weftern  part  of  New-Hampfhire,  the* 
produce  is  carried  down  Connecticut  river  to  the  town  of  Hartford  in  the  ftate  of 
Connecticut-,  on  the  north  eaft  it  naturally  takes  a  courfe  down  thofe  rivers,  which 
pafs  through  the  diftrict  of  Main  •,  and  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  ftate,  a  confidera- 
ble  quantity  is  difpofed  of  in  the  market  of  Bofton. 

The  greater  part  of  New  Hampfhire  is,  by  nature,  cut  off  from  any  commercial  in- 
tercourfe  with  Pafcataqua,  the  only  port  in  the  ftate.  Lumber  being  a  bulky  article 
muft  be  tranfported  to  the  moft  coyenient  landing.  Waggons  and  fleighs,  carrying  po£: 
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or  pearl  afhes,  pork,  beef,  cheefe,  flax,  and  other  lefs  bulky  commodities-and  droves  of 
cattle,  fheep  and  fwine — will  always  be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  where  the  feller  can 
find  the  moft  advantageous  market.  For  thefe  reafons,  it  is  impofiible  for  this  ftate  to 
afcertain  the  total  value  of  its  own  productions. 

Ships,  lumber,  fifh,  horfes,  provifions,  flaxfeed,  pot  and  pearl  afhes  may  be  reckoned 
the  ftaple  commodities  of  New-Hampfhire. 

Ship  building  has  always  been  a  bufinefs  confiderably  attended  to,  both  by  European 
traders  and  merchants  of  the  country  ;  the  former  were  and  are  able  to  build  much 
cheaper  here  than  in  Europe. 

Ships  are  built  in  all  the  towns  contiguous  to  the  river  Pafcataqua,  and  its  branches . 
Sometimes  vefTels  of  an  hundred  tons  upwards,  have  been  built  at  the  diftance 
of  one  or  twomiles  from  the  water,  and  drawn  on  ftrong  fledges  of  timber  en  the 
fnow,  by  two  hundred  oxen,  and  placed  on  the  river  fo  as  to   float  in  the  fpring. 

Eight  fhips  were  built  in  the  river  Pafcataqua,  in  the  year  1790  ;  and  twenty,  in 
J  791.  The  coafl  of  building  is  generally  from  eleven  to  twelve  dollars  per  ton  for  the 
carpenter's  work,  and  lefs  than  one-third  more  for  iron  and  other  work.  The  num- 
ber of  fhips  and  other  veflels  belonging  to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua,  in  1791,  was 
thirty-three  above  an  hundred  tons,  and  fifty  beneath  it. 

In  the  cod  and  fcale  fifhery  are  employed  annually  twenty-feven  fchooners,  twenty- 
boats  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  feamen  •,  and  in  a  good  feafon,  they  take  upwards  of 
twenty-five  thoufand  quintals  of  fifh.  The  whole  number  of  feamen,  belonging  ta 
New-Hampfhire,  in  the  year  1761,  was  eight  hundred. 

Toaflift  the  mercantile  intereftof  the  country,  the  affembly  of  this  ftate,  in  the 
year  1792,  eftablifhed  a  bank,  by  the  name  of"  the  bank  of  New  Hampfhire,"  to 
continue  fifty  years,  under  the  management  of  a  prefident  and  feven  directors.  The 
capital  flock  is  fixty  thoufand  dollars  in  fpecie,  and  the  ftockholders  have  liberty  to 
increafe  it  to  two  hundred  thoufand  dolhtrs  in  any  other  property* 

Confiderable  quantities  of  pot  and  pearl  afhes  are  .manufactured  in  this  ftate,  and 
afford  a  valuable  article  of  exportation. 

In  the  country  towns,  tow-cloth  is  manufactured  beyond  what  is  neceflary  for  home 
confumption,  fomeof  which  is  exported  to  the  fouthern   ftates. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  and  fhoes  has  not  yet  exceeded  the  neceflary  home  con- 
fumption. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  manufacture -fail-cloth  and  fome  encouragement  has 
been  given  by  the  legiflature  ;  but  the  bufinefs  has  not  yet  arrived  to  any  confiderable 
degree  of  perfection. 

Military  Force.]  The  militia  of  New  Hampfhire  confifts  of  twenty-fix  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  fifty  infantry,  a  thoufand  horfe,  and  an  artillery  corps  of  three 
hundred  men. 

History.]  In  the  year  16 14,  captain  John  Smith,  vifited  the  coafts  of  North 
America,  and  ranged  the  fhore from  Penobfcot  to  cape  Cod.  In  this  route,  he  dis- 
covered the  river  Pafcataqua.  On  his  return  to  England,  he  prefented  adelcription  of 
the  country  to  Charles  I.  In  1 620,  this  monarch  conftituted  a  council,  confifting  of 
forty  members  for  "  the  planting,  ruling,  and  governing  of  New  England  j"  for,  by 
this  name,  the  country  was  diftinguifhed.  This  patent  is  the  foundation  of  all  the 
grants  made  there. 

In  the  year  1621,  John  Mafon,  obtained  a  grant  from  the  council  of  all  the  lands 
from  the  river  Naumkeag,  now  Salem,  round  Cape  Ann  to  the  river  Merrimack  ; 
and  up  each  of  thofe  rivers  to  the  fartheft  head  thereof  ;  then  to  crofs  over  from  the 
head  ot  the  one  to  the  head  of  the  other,  with  all  the  iflands  within  three  miles 
of  the  coatt.  This  diftrict  was  called  Mariana.  The  next  year,  another  grant  was  made 
to  iVlaion  and  Gorges  jointly,  of  all  the  lands  between  the   rivers  Merrimack  and  Sa, 
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gadahock,    extending  back  to  the  great  lakes  arid  river  of  Canada,   and  this  was  call- 
ed LACOtflA, 

Under  the  authority  of  this  grant,.  Gorges  and  Mafon,  in  conjunction  with  feveral 
merchants  of  London,  Briftol,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Shrewsbury,  and  Dover,  who 
called  themfelves  the  company  of  Laconia,  attempted  the  eftablifhment  of  a  colony 
and  fifhtry  at  the  river  Pafcataqua  ;  and  in  the  fpringofthe  following  year,  fent  over 
Divid  Thompfon,  a  Scotfman,  Edward  and  William  Hilton,  fifhmongers  of  Lon- 
don, with  a  number  of  people,  furnifhed  with  the  proper  fupplies.  Thefe  adventu- 
rers were  in  two  companies,  one  of  which  landed  at  a  place  that  they  called  Li:tle 
Harbour,  where  they  built  a  houfe,  afterwards  named  Mafonha'l,  and  erected  a  har- 
bour. The  others  went  farther  up  the  country,  where  they  fettled  at  a  place  fince  cal- 
led Dover.  Thotnpfon,  who  had  fettled  at  Little  Harbour,  removed  next  fpring  to 
En  ifland  in  the  bay  of  Msffachufetts,  that  ftill  bears  his  name. 

New  Hampfhire  was  for  many  years  united  under  the  fame  government  with 
MafTachufetts.  I  hey  were  afterwards  feparated.  In  the  vear  1737,  a  controverfv, 
which  fnbfifted  concerning  the  diviiion  lines  between  the  two  provinces  was  finally 
and  amicably  fettled. 

In  the  memo; able  conteft  with  Britain,  Ne  v  Hampfhire  fupported  her  part  with 
honour,  and  now  reaps  the  rewards  of  her  efforts  with  the  inefti'mabte bleflihgs  of  a 
free  and  legal  government. 
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£  Belonging  to  Massachusetts."}' 


Situation  and  Extent. 


Cyreat'err.  Length  240 
Mean  Breadth        go 


H    S'  r         tt        .       *     ^  Sq.  miles. 

I    Befween     $       4  °   and     9 «      E.    Lon.       -,  „ 

5  Be£*een    t    43°  and  47  o     N.  Lat.       }      21>6oo 

Boundaries.    T)ouNDED  north,  by  Lower  Canada,  from  which  it  is  fepara- 
JLJted  by  the  high  lands  •,  eaft,  by  the  river  St.  Croix,  and  a  line 
drawn  due  north  from  its  fource  to  the  faid  highlands,  which  divides  it  from  'he  pro 
vince  of  New  Brunfwick  \  fouth,  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  •,  weft,  by  New  Hampfhire" 

The  Old  Province  or  Main  (included  in  the  above  limits)  is  bounded,  on  the  weft* 
by  New, Hampfhire  ;  fouth  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  north  and  north-eaft  by  the 
land  called  in  fome  maps  Sagadahock.  It  was  fuppofed,  at  the  time  of  its  beinff 
made  a  province,  to  have  been  120  miles  fquare  5  but  by  a  fettlement  of  the  line  in 
*737,  on  the  part  or  fide  adjoining  New- Hampfhire,  the  form  of  file  land  was  reduc- 
ed from  a  fquare  to  that  of  a  diamond.  It  contains,  according  to  Douglas,  about"ine 
thoufand  fix  hundred  fquare  miles.  '  " 

Divisions.}  The  diftrift  of  Mam  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz, 
kV0L.   II,  .    y  - 
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Counties.  No.  Inhabitants.  Chief  Towns.  Inhabitants. 

York  '                                   28  821                              York  2,900 

Cumberland                         *5A5°                              Portland  lat.  43  °  40  2,240 

{Pownalborough  2,05^ 

Halloweli  1,194 

VValdoborough  'J, 210 

Hancock                                9,549                               Penobfcot  1,048 

Wafhington                          2,758                                Machhs  81? 

Total  96,540 

Face  of  the  country,  ?  The  Diftrict  of  Main,  though  an  elevated  tracl:  of 
Soil  and  climate.  5  country,  cannot  be  called  mountainous.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  the  lands  are  arable  and  exceedingly  fertile,  particularly  between  Petiohfcb$ 
and  Kenebeck  rivers.  On  feme  parts  of  the  fea  coaft,  the  lands  are  but  indifferent  ; 
but  this  defect  might  eafily  be  remedied,  by  manuring  it  with  a  marine  vegetable, 
called  rock  weed,  which  grows  on  the  rocks  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  all 
along  the  fhores.  It  makes  a  moft  excellent  manure,  and  the  fupplv  is  imrner.fe.  It 
generally  grows,  in  this  dhtiid,  on  all  fhores  that  are  wafhed  by  the  fea  ;  and  the 
breadth  of  the  border  is  in  proportion  to  the  height  the  tide  rifes,  which,  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  diftricl,  is  nearly  thirty  feet.  It  is  eftimated  that  there  are  four 
thoufand  acres  of  this  rock- weed  on  this  coaft,  and  that  each  acre  will  produce  an- 
nually twenty  loads,  making  in  the  whole  eighty  thoufand  leads  of  the  beft  manure, 
ten  loads  of  which  fpreadupon  an  ac-e,  are  reckoned  fufficient  for  three  years.  The 
mufe'e  beds  alfo,  which  are  to  be  found  on  the  flats,  and  in  coves  on  various  parts 
of  the  fea  (bore,  afford  a.  valuable  manure,  The  country  has  a  large  proportion  of 
dead  fwamps,  and  funken  lands,  which  are  eafily  drained,  and  leave  a  rich,  fat  foil. 
The  interior  country  is  univerfaliy  reprefented  as  being  of  an  excellent  foiJ,  well  adapt- 
ed both  for  tillage  and  oafture. — rtThe  lands  in  general  are  eafily  cleared,  having  but 
li'tle  under-brufh.  The  difiriJt  of  Main  may  naturally  be  confidered  in  th-ee  divifions. 
The/r/rcomprehending  t'r.etract  lying  eaft  of  Penobfcot  river,  of  about  four  million 
five  hundred  thoufand  acres  -,  the  feconJ,  and  beft  tract,  of  about  four  million  acres, 
lying  between  Penobfcot  and  Kenebeck  rivers  •,  the  thud,  full  fettled  and  moft  popu- 
lous at  prefent,  weft  of  Kenebeck  river,  containing   alfo  about  four  million  acres. 

The  climate  does  not  materially  differ  from  that  of  New-Hampfhire.  The  weather 
is  more  regular  in  the  winter,  which  ufuaily  lafts  with  feverity,  from  the  middle  of 
December,  to  the  laft  of  March  ;  during  thi«  time,  the  ponds  and  frefh-water  rivers 
are  paffable  on  the  ice,  and  fieighing  continues  uninterrupted  bv  thaws,  which  are 
common  in  the  three  fouthern  New-England  flares.  Ahhough  vegetation,  in  the 
fpring,  commences  earlier  in  thefe  ftates  than  in  the  Diftrict.  of  Main,  yet  in  the  lat- 
ter it  is  much  more  rapid.  The  elevation  of  the  lands  in  general— the  purity  of  the 
air,  which  is  rendered  fweet  and  falubrious  by  the  balfamic  qualities  of  many  of 
the  foreft  trees. — the  limpid  dreams,  both  largcand  fmall,  which  abundantly  water 
the  diftrict',  and  the  regularity  of  the  weather,  all  unite  to  render  it  one  of  the  heal- 
thieft  countries  in  the  world. 

_  Rivers,  Lakes,  &c]  This  diftrid  has  a.feacoaft  of  about  240  miles,  in  which 
diftance  there  is  an  abundance  of  fafe  and  commodious  harbours  •,  befides  which  there 
is  a  fecurity  given  to  navigation,  on  fome  part  of  the  coaft,  by  what  is  called  the  in- 
hndpaffage.  Almoft  the  whole  coaft  N.  E.'of  Portland,  is  lined  with  iflands,  among 
which  veffels  may  generally  anchor  with  fafety. 

The  country  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  is  watered  by  many  large  and  fmall  rivers. 
The  principal  are  the  following,  as  you  proceed  from  call  to  weft.    St.  Croix,  a  fhorf. 
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river;  ifTuing  from  a  large  pond  in  the  vincinity  of  St.  John's  river,  remarkable  only  . 
for  its  forming  a  part  of  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  united  ftates.  Next  is  Pafl'ama- 
quaddy  river,  which,  with  the  Schoodiac  from  the  weft,  fall  by  one  month  into  Paf- 
famaquaddy  bay.  Opppfite  Mount-Defert  ifland,  which/is  above  fifteen  miles  long 
and  twelve  broad,  Union  river  empties  into  a  large  bay.  A  fhort  diftance  weft,  is 
the  nobje  Penobfcot,  which  rifes  in  two  branches  from  the  highlands.  Between  the 
fource  of  the  weft  fork,  and  its  rendition  with  the  eaft,  is  Moofehead  lake,  thirty  or 
ibrty  m'ies  long  and  fifteen  wide.  The  eaftern  branch  panes  through  feveral  fmaller 
Jakes.  From  the  Forks,  down  to  Indian  Old-Town,  fituated  on  an  iuand  in  this  ri- 
ver, is  about  fixty  miles,  forty  of  which  the  water  flows  In  a  ftill,  fmooth  ftream, 
and  in  the  whole  diftance  there  are  no  falls  to  interrupt  the  palling  of  boats.  In  this 
diftance,  the  river  widens^  and  embraces  a  large  number  of  fmall  illands  ■,  and,  about 
half  way,  receives  two  considerable  tributary  ftreams,  one  from  the  eaft  and  the  other 
from  the  weft,  whofe  mouths  are  nearly  oppofite  each  other.  About  fixty  rods  below 
Indian  Old-Town,  are  the  Great  Falls,  where  is  a  carrying  place  of  about  twenty 
rods  •,  thence  twelve  miles  to  the  head  ofthe  tide,  there  are  no  falls  to  obftruit  boats. 
VelTels  of  thirty  tons  come  within  a  mile  of  the  head  ofthe  tide.  Ther.ce  thirty-rive 
miles  to  the  head  ofthe  bay,  to  the  fite  of  old  Fort  Pownal,  the  river  is  remarkably 
ftrait,  and  eafily  navigated.  Paffing  by  Majabagadufe,.  on  the  eaft,  feven  miles, 
and  Owls  head  about  twenty  miles  further,   on  the  weft,'  you  enter  the  ocean. 

Proceeding  weftward,  over  feveral  fmall  creeks,  you  come  to  Ivinebeck,  one  of 
•the  fineft  rivers  in  this  country.  One  branch  of  it  rifes  in  the  highlands,  a  ftiort  dif- 
tance from  a  branch  of  the  Chaudiere,  which  empties  into  the  St.  Laurence.  Anoth- 
er branch  rifes  in  Moofe-head  lake.  In  its  courfe  it  receives  Sandy  river  from  the  weft, 
Sebafticook  and  feveral. others  front  the  eaft, and  partes  to  the  fea  by  Cape  Small-Point. 
It  is  nayigabJe  for  vefTels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  upward3  of  forty  miles  from 
ithe  fea, 

Sheepfcut  river  is  navigable  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  empties  into  the  ocean  a 
little  to  the  eaft  of  Kenebeck.  On  this  river  is  the  important  port  of  WifcafT-t,  in 
•the  townfhip  of  Pownalborough. 

Amarifcoggin,  now  more  generally  called  Androfcoggin,  properlv  fpeaking,  is  but 
the  main  wertern  branch  ofthe  Kenebeck.  Its  fources  are  north  of  lake  Umbagog  ', 
its  courfe  fouthwardly  till  it  approaches  near  the  White  mountains,  from  which  it 
receives  Moofe  and  Peabodcy  rivers  •,  and  then  turns  to  the  eaft,  and  then  foutheaft, 
in  which  courfe  it  pafles  within  two  miles  of  the  fea  coaft,  and  turning  north,  runs 
over  Pejepfcot,  falls  into  Merry-Meeting  Bay,  where  it  forms  a  junction  with  the 
Kenebeck,  twenty  miles  from  the  fea.  Formerly  from  this  bay  to  the  fea,  the  can- 
fluent. ftream,  was  called  Sagadahock.  The  lands  on.this  ri.verare  verygoo.i.  Steven's 
river  heads  within  a  mile  of  Merry-Meeting  Bay.  A  canal,  uniting  thefe  waters,  has 
lately  been  opened.  Cufien's  river  is  between  Freeport  and  North  Yarmouth.  Roy- 
al river  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  in  North  Yarmouth.  Prefumfcut  is  fed  by  Sebago 
lake,  and  meets  the  fea  at  Falmouth.  Nonefuch  river  pafles  to  the  fea  through  Scar- 
borough.  It  receives  its  name  from  its  extraordinary  frefhets. 

Saco  is  one  ofthe  three  largeft:  rivers  in  thi-  diftriPt.  The  principal  part  of  its  waters 
fall  from  the  White  mountains.  Its  courfe,  fo me  diftance  from  its  fource,  is  fouth- 
wardly ;  it  then  fuddenly  bends  to  the  eaft  and  crofTes  into  the  Diftrid:  of  Main,  an*,! 
then  makes  a  large  bend  to  the  northeaft,  and  fouthweft,  embracing  the  fine  town- 
fhip of  Fryeburg  in  the  county  of  York.  Its  general  courfe  thence  to  the  fea  is  S.  E. 
Great  and  little  Oftapee  rivers  fall  into  it  from  the  weft.  This  river  is  navigable  for 
fhips  to  Saco  fails,  about  fix  miles  from  the  fea.  Here  the  river  is  broken  by  Indian 
Ifland,  over  which  is  the  poft  road.  A  bridge  is  thrown  over  each  of  the  branches. 
A.  number  of  mills  are  erected  here,  to  which  logs  are  floated  from  forty  or  fifty  miles 
f  bove  i  and  vefsds  can  come  quite  to  the  mills  to,  take  in  the  lumber.  Four  million  feg£ 


35* 


DISTRICT    cf    MAIN. 


if  pine  bc2rds  were  annually  fawed  at  thefe  mil's  before  the  war.  Biddeford  and  Pep- 
perill  borough  Keen  the  oypofite  fides  of  the  mouth  of  this  tiyer.  Moufom,  York, 
and  Care-Neddockrivds,  in  the  county  of  York,  arefhortand  inconfuierableftreams. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  moil  confiderable  lakes,  which  are  known  In  this 
Diftri<5t.  Lake  Sebacock  or  Sebago,  eighteen  miles  N.  W.  of  Portland,  in  extent  is 
equal  to  two  large  townfhips,  and  is  connected  with  Long-Pcnd,  on  the  N.  W.  by 
Sungo  river.   The  whole  extent  of  thefe  waters  is  nearly  thirty  miles  N.  W  aid  S.  E. 

Bays  amd  Capes.]  The  principal  Bays  are  Paffamaquaddy,  Machias,  Penobfcot, 
Cafco,  and  Wells.  Of  rhefe,  Penobfcot  and  Cafco  are  the  moft  remark ibk.  Both 
are  full  of  ifl-nds,  fome  of  which  are  large  enough  for  townfhips.  Long-ifland,  in  the 
centre  of  Pencbfcot  Bay,  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three  in  breadth, 
and  forms  an  incorporated  townfhip,  by  the  name  of  IfLfborough,  containing  about 
four  hundred  inhabitants.  On  a  fine  peninfulrv,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  bay,  the  Britifh 
built  a  for.",  and  made  a  fettlement,  which  is  now  the  fhire  town  in- the  oountv  of 
Hancock.  The  points  of  Cafco  Bay  are  Cape  S'nall- Point,  on  theeaft,  and  Cape  Eli- 
zabeth, on  the  weft.  This  bay  is  about  twenty- five  miles  wide,  and  fourteen  deep,- 
forming  a  moft  excellent  harbour  for  vefTels  of  any  burden,  and  interfperfed  with 
about  three  hundred,  fome  fav  three  hundred  and  fix.y  iflands,  fome  of  which  are' 
nearly  large  enough  for  townfhips,  and  all  more  or  lefs  cultivated.  Wells'  Bay,  thir- 
ty miles  wide,  lies  between  Care  Porpoife  and  Cape  Nedick.    ■ 

Productions.]  The  foil  of  tnrs  country,  in  general,  where  it  is  properly  fitted  I  j 
receive  the  feed,  appears  to  be  very  friendly  t;>  the  growth  of  wheat,  rye,  barley, 
oats,  peas,  hemp,  flax,  as  well  as  for  the  production  of  almofl  all  kinds  of  culinary 
roots  and  plants,  and  for  Englilh  grafs  ;  and  alfo  for  Indian  corn,  efpecially  if  the 
feed  be  procured  from  a  more  northern  climate.  Hops  are  the  fpontaneous  growth  of 
this  country.  It  is  \et  problematical  whether  apple  and  other  fruit  trees  will  flourifli 
in  the  northern  ar.d  eaftern  parts  of  this  DiftricT.  It  is  faid,  however,  that  a  century 
ago,  there  were  good  orchards,  within  the  county  of  Wafhington,  about  the  bay  of 
Paffaniaquaddy,  which  were  deftroyed  after  col.  Church  broke  up  the  French  Settle- 
ments at  that  place.  From  fome  experiments  of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  the  prefump- 
tion  is  rather  againft  the  growth  of  fruit-trees.  This  country  is  remarkably  good'  for 
grafs,   and  large  (lacks  of  neat  cattle  may  be  fed  both  fummer  and  winter. 

The  natural  growth  of  this  country  confifts  of  white-pine  and  fpruce-trees  in  large 
quantities,  fuitable  for  mails,  boards,  and  fhingles  :  the  white  pine  is,  perhaps,  of 
all  others,  the  moft  ufeful  and  important :  no  wood  will  fupply  its  place  in  building. 
Maple,  beech,  white  aid  grey-oak  and  yellow-  birch  may  be  confidered  as  the  princi- 
pal growth  of  this  country.  The  birch  is  a  large  lightly  tree,  is  ufed  for  cabinet  work, 
and  receives  a  polifh  little  inferior  to  mahogany.  The  outer  bark,  which  con  fills  of 
a  great  number  of  layers,  when  Separated  is  as  fmooth  and  foft  as  the  belt  writing 
paper,  and  in  fame  cafes  is  a  tolerable  fubftitute  for  it.  The  low  lands  produce  fir.- 
This  tree  is  fit  neither  for  timber  nor  fuel ;  but  it  yields  a  highly-prized  balfam,  which1 
is  contained  in  fmall  protuberances,  like  blifters,  under  the  fmooth  bark  of  the  tree. 
The  fir  is  an  evergreen,  refembling  the  fpruce,  but  very  tapering,  and  neither  tali 
nor  large. 

Commerce  and  manufactures.]  From  the  firft  fettlement  of  Main,  until  the 
year  1774  or  1775,  the  inhabitants  generally  followed  the  lumber  trade,  to  the  ne. 
gleclof  agriculture.  The  former  afforded  an  immediate  profit.  Large  quantities  of  corn 
and  other  grain  were  annually  imported  from  Bofbn  and  other  places,  without  which 
it  was  fuppofed  the  inhabitants  could  not  have  fubfilled.  But  the  late  war,  by  render- 
ing thefe  refources  precarious,  impelled  the  inhabitants  to  attend  to  the  cultivation 
of  their  lands.  They  now  raife  a  fuffkient  quantity  for  their  own  confumption;  though 
too  many  are  ftiil  more  fond  of  the  axe  than  of  the  plough.     The  wool  and  flax  oS 
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the  country  is  very  good — hemp  his  lately  been  tried  with  good  fuccefs.  Aimoft- 
every  family  manufacture  wool  aud  flax  into  cloth,  and  make  huibandry  utenals  of 
every  kind  for  their  own  ufe. 

Exports.]  This  country  abounds  with  lumber  of  various  kinds,  fuch  as  miffs, 
white  pine  boards,  ftrp  timber,  and  every  fpecies  of  fplit  lumber  manufactured  from 
pine  and  oak.  Thefe  are  exporteJ  from  trie  differenc  ports  in  immenfe  quantises  ; 
as  are  furs,  ?.nd  dried  and  pickled  fiih,  particularly  falmon. 

Mimerals.]  Iron  ore  is  found  in  fome  parts,  and  works  have  been  erected  for  its 
manufacture. 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  {lone  in  Lebanon,  in  the  county  of  York,  which  yields  cop- 
peras and  fulphur. 

State  of  literature.]  The  erection  of  a  college  near  Cafco  Bay  is  contemplated, 
and  the  legislature  have  proceeded  fo  far  in  the  bufinefs  as  to  determine  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  fuch  an  eftablilhmcnt.  Academies  in  Haliowell,  Berwick,  Fryeburg,  Ma- 
chiasand  Portugal  have  been  incorporated  by  the  legiflature,  and,  except  the  laft,  en- 
dowed with  handfome  grants  of  the  public  lands.  And  ic  is  but  juft  to  obferve,  that 
town  fchools  are  very  generally  maintained  in  moft  of  the  towns,  and  in  many  of  the 
unincoipora'ed  plantations  that  are  able  to  defray  the  expenfe.  A  fpirit  of  improve- 
ment is  increafmg. 

Chief  Towns.]  Portland  is-the  capital  of  the  diilrict  of  Main.  It  is  fituated  on  -a 
promontory  in  Cafco  Bay,  and  was  formerly  a  part  of  p'almouth.  In  July  1786,  this 
part  of  the  town,  being  moft  populous  and  mercantile,  and  fituated  on  the  har- 
bour  together  with  the  ifhnds  which  belong  to  Falmouth,  wa?  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  Portland.  It  has  a  moft  excellent,  fafe,  aud  capacious  harbour,  which  is 
feldom  or  never  entirely  frozen  over.  It  is  near  the  main  ocean,  and  is  eafy  of  ae- 
cefs.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  considerable  foreign  trade,  build  (hips,  and  arc 
largely  concerned  in  thefifhery.  'It  is  one  of  the  moft  thriving  commercial  towns  in, 
the  commonwealth  of  MafTachufetts.  Although  three  fourths  of  it  were  laid  inafties 
by  the  Britifh  fleet  in  1775,  it  has  fince  been  entirely  rebuilt,  and  contains  about. 
2  jou  inhabitants.  Among  its  public  buildings  are  three  churches,  two  for  con^rega- 
tionalifts,  and  one  for  episcopalians,  and  a  handfome  court  houfe. 

A  light-houfe  has  lately  been  erected  on  a  point  of  land  called  Portland  head,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  It  is  a  fUne  edifice,  72  feet  high,  exclufive  of  the 
Jantern. 

York  is  74  miles  N.  E.  from  Boft on  and  9  from  Portsmouth.  It  is  divided  into 
two  parifhes  of  congregatio nalifts.  York  river,  which  is  navigable  for  vefTels  of  25a 
tons, 6  or  7  miles  from  the  fea,  pafTes  through  the  town.  O/erthis  river,  about  a 
mile  from  the  (ea,  a  wooden  bridge  was  built  in  1761,  273  feet  lon^,  exelufi/e  of  the 
wharves  at  each  end,  which  reach  to  the  channel,  and  25  feet  wide. 

This  town  was  fettled  a?  early  as  1634,  and  was  then  called  Agamenticus,  from  a 
remarkable  high  hill  iait,  of  that  name,  a  noted  land- mark  for  mariners.  It  is  in  lat, 
44  deg,  16  min. 

Hallowel  is  a  very  flourishing  town,  fituated  in  latitude  44  deg.  20  min,  at  the  head-- 
of  the  tide  waters  on  Kenebeck  river.   That  part  of  Pownalborough,  which  ftands  on 
Sheepfcut  river,  called  WifcafTet,  is  flourifhing.  Its  navigation  is  greater  in  proportion 
to  its  fize  and  number  of  inhabitants,   than  that  of  any  part  of  Mafiachufetts.    Penob- 
fcot,  and  Machias,  are  alfo  to.vns  of  coofi leraole  anl  increafmg  importance.  Bangor-, 
fituated  at  the  head  of  the    tide   waters  on    P.mobfcot  river,    latitude  45  deg.  it  is 
thought,  will,  in  a  few  years,  become   a  place  of  very  conlideraole  trade.    The  other' 
towns  of  confederation,  are  Kittery,  vVells,   Biiieford,  Berwick,  N^it.x  Yannoith, 
Jkunfwick,  Waldoborough,  and  Camden. 
Vol.  II.  4X 
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Population,  character    ?      For  the   firft  of  thefe  articles  fee  the  table  of  di- 
and  religion*  5    vifions.     There  ate  no  peculiar  features  in  the  cha? 

racier  of  he  people  of  this  diftricl,  to  djftinguifh  them  from  their  neighbours  in 
fJew-Hampflllrc  and  Vermont.  Placed  in  like  circumftances,  they  are,  like  them,  a 
brave  hardy,  enterprizing,  induftrious,  hofpitable  people.  The  prevailing  religi-us 
denominations  are  cchgregationalifts  and  baptifts  ;  there  are  fome  quakers,  a  few  e- 
rrfcopalians,  merhodifts,  and  Roman  catholics. 

Indians.]  The  remains  of  the  Pencbfcot  tribe  are  the  only  Indians,  who  takeyp 
their  refidence  in  this  ciftricT  They  confift  of  about  one  hundred  families,  and  five 
topether  in  regular  fociety  at  Indian  Old-town,  which  is  fituntedon  an  ifland  of  about 
twl  hundred  acres,  in  P(  nobfcot  river,  juft  above  the  great  falls.  They  are  Roman 
catholics  and  have  a  prieft  who  refides  among  them,  and  adminifters  the  ordi- 
nances. '  They  have  a  decent  hoi.fe  for  public  worfhip,  and  another  building 
where  they  meet  to  trartfadt  the  public  bufinefs  of  their  tiibe.  In  their  affemblies,  all 
things  are  manaj  ed  with  the  greateft  order  and  decorum.  The  fachems  form  the  le- 
eiflatrVe  and  executive  authority  of  the  tribe  ;  though  the  heads  of  all  the  families 
are  invited  to  be  piefeut  at  their  periodical  public  meetings.  The  tribe  is  faid  to  be 
incredng,  in  confequence  of  an  obligation  laid,  by  the  fachems,  on  the  young  peo- 
ple, to  marry  early. 

In  a  former  war,  this  tribe  loft  their  lands  ;  but  at  the  commencement  of  the  laft 
ere,  the  provincial  rongrefs  granted  them  all  the  lands  from  the  head  of  the  tide 
in  Penobfcot  river,  included  In  lines  drawn  fix  miles  from  the  ri\er  on  each  fide,  i.  e, 
a  tiacT:  twelve  milts  wide,  interftdted  in  the  middle  by  the  river.  They,  however, 
confide?  that  they  have  a  right  to  hunt  and  fifh  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Pe- 
ncbfcot exteinds.  This  was  their  original  right,  inoppoiiticn  to  any  other  tribe,  and 
they  row  claim  it. 

Constitution.]  The  fame  as  MaffachufettS. 

HrfsToRY.]  1  he  fiift  attempt  to  fettle  this  country  was  made  in  i  607,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  Kenebeck,  near  the  fea.  No  permament  fettlement,  however,  was  at  that  rime 
effedted.  It  dees  not  appear  that  any  further  attempts  were  made  until  between  the 
years  1620  and  j6^0. 

The  Dutch  formerly  had  a  fettlement  at  the  place  now  called  New caftle,  which 
was  tattler  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  governor  at  New-York,  then  called  Manhadoes. 
The  tov.n  was  built  on  a  beautiful  r.eck  of  land, where  rowscf  old  cellars  are  now  to 
be  fecn. 

In  1625,  Sir  Fcrdirando  Gorges  obtained  a  grant  frern  the  council  of  Plymouth, 
of  the  tract  of  country  between  the  rivers  Pafcataqua  and  bagadahock,  or  Kenebeck  ; 
and  i.p  Kenebeck  fo  far  as  to  foifrn  a  fquare  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles.  It  is, 
iuppefed  that  Sir  i'erdinando  iSrft  inftituted  government  in  this  province. 

In  1639,  Gcrgc-s  obrair.ed  ticm  &"e  crown  a  charter  of  the  foil  and  jurifdidtion, 
containing  as  ample  powers  perhaps  as  the  king  cf  England  ever  granted  to  any  fub. 
jtdt.' 

In  the  fame  yenr  he  appointed  a  governorand  council,  and  they  adminiflered  jufbee 
to  the  lettlers  un'il  about  the  \  ear  1047,  when,  hearing  of  the  death  ot  Gorges,  they 
fuppofed  their  authority  ceafed,  and  the  people  on  the  fpot  univerfally  combined  and 
agreed  to  be  under  civil  government,  and  to  elect  their  officers  annually. 

Government  was  adminiflered  in  this  form  until  1652,  when  the  inhabitants  fub- 
mittedto  the  Mafiachufetts,  who,  by  a  new  conftitution  of  their  charter,  which  was 
given  to  Roffwell  and  others,  in  1628,  claimed  the  foil  and  jurifdidtion  of  the  province 
of  Main  as  far  as  the  middle  of  Cafco  Bay.  Main  then  firft  took  the  name  of  York- 
shire •,  and  county  courts  were  held  in  the  manner  they  were  in  MalTachufetts,  and  the 
towns  had  liberty  to  fend  their  deputies  to  the  general  court  at  Bofton. 
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In  1691,  by  charter  from  William  and  Mary,  the  Province  of  Main  and  the,  large 
territory  eaftward,  extending  to  Nova  Scotia,  was  incorporated  with  MaiTachufetts 
Bay  -,  fince  which  it  has  been  governed,  and  courts  held  as  In  other  parts  of  Maflkhu- 
fetts. 

The  feparation  of  this  diftridr.  from  MaiTachufetts,  and  its  erection  into  an  indepen* 
dent  ftate,  have  been  fubjects  difcufTed  by  the  inhabitants  in  town  meeting,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  legiflature.  Such  is  the  rapid  fettlement  and  growth,  of  this  country, 
that  the  period  when  this  contemplated  feparation  will  take  place,  is  probably  not  far 
diftant. 

A  hiftory  of  this  diftrict  is  now  in  the  prefs,  written  by  James  Sullivan,  efq.  attor- 
ney-general of  the  commonwealth  of  MaiTachufetts. 
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OCJNDED  on  the  north    by  Vermont  and  New- Hampfhire  ; 
j;i    the  eaft  by    the    Atlantic   ocean  ;    on   the   fouth,    by   that 
,  and  Connecticut  ;  and  on  the  weft  by  New-York, 
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*  The  Diftrifl  of  Main  is  a  part  of  the  Commonwealth  of  MaiTachufetts,  but  is  not  here  it£ 
eluded. 
t  This  county  was  inflituted  laft  year. 
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Curate  1  What  we  have  already  obferved  refpectir?  the  climate  of  Nrw-Hsmp. 
/hire  applies,  with  little  variation,  to  the  other  New-England  flares.  The  longevity 
of  their  inhabitants  evinces  that  they  pofiefs,  rpon  the  whole,  a  very  healthy  climate. 

North-weft,  weft,  Couth  weft  wirds  are  the  moft  prevalent.  Eaft  and  nonh- 
ead winds,  which  are  unelafticand  difagreeable,  are  frequent  on '.he  fea  coafts,  at 
certain  feafons  of  the  year,  and  in  particular  in  April  and  May.  The  weather  is  lefs 
variable  than  in  the  middle  and  fouthern  ftates,  and  mere  fo  than  in  Canada.  The 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  according  to  Farenheit's  thermometer,  are  from  twenty 
degrees  below,  to  a  hundred  degrees  above  o.  The  medium  is  from  forty-eight  de- 
grees to  fiftv  degrees.  ,     , 

In  the  ftates  of  New-England,  winter  qfually  commences,  in  its  feverity,  about  the 
middle  of  December,  fometimes  more  early,  and  fometimes,  not  till  chriftmas.  Ct.ttle 
are  fed  or  houfed  in  the  northern  parts  for  about  fix  monthr,  from  the  twentieth  of 
November  to  the  twentieth  of  May.  In  the  fouthern  parts,  the  winter  is  fhorter  and 
iefs  fevere.  There  have  been  frofts  in  ahnoft  every  month  in  the  year,  though  not  in 
the  fime  year  •,  but  thefe  are  not  very  injurious. 

Rivers.]  Houfatonick  river  rifes  from  f  veral  fources  in  the  weftern  part  of  this 
ftate,and  flows  foutherly  through  Connecticut, into  Longifland  found.  Deerfield  river 
falls  into  Connecticut  river,  from  the  weft,  between  Deerfield  and  Greenfield.  A  m~fl 
excellent  and  beautiful  tract  of  meadow  lies  en  its  bank.  Welfield  river  empties  into 
the  Connecticut  at  Weft  Springfield.  Connecticut  river  palTes  through  this  flare,  nnd 
interfeds  the  county  of  Hampfhire.  In  its  course  it  runs  over  falls,  above  Deei  field, 
and  between  Northampton  and  Springfield. 

In  theeaftern  part  of  the  ftate  is  Merrimack,  which  we  have  already  in  part  de- 
fcribed.  It  is  navigable  for  v.effe  Is  of  burden  about  twenty  miles  from  it?  mouth, where 
it  is  obftrudted  by  the  firft  falls,  or  rapids,  called  Mitchell's  F.ddv,  between  Btadford 
and  Haverhill.  Vaft  qra-.tities  of  fhip  timber,  ranging  timber,  p'ank, deals,  clipboards, 
fhingles,  ftaves  ard  ether  lumber,  are  brought  down  in  rafts,  fo  ronflrucled  as  to  paft 
all  the  fa'ls  in  the  river  except  thofe  of  Amufkaeg,  and  Pautucket.  In  the  fpi ing  and 
furrmer  confiderable  quantities  offalmon,  ftiad  andalewives  are  caught,  which  are  ei- 
ther uled  as  bait  in  the  cod  fifhery,  or  picklea  and  fhipped  to  the  Weft-Indies.  Theie 
are  twelve  ferries  ncrofs  this  river  in  the  country  of  Efi'cx.  Tie  baracrofs  the  mouth 
of  this  river  is  a  vesy  great  incumbrance  to  the  navigation,  and  is  dangerous  to  ftran- 
gers. 

Nafnua,  Cor.cord  and  Shawfhen  rivers,  rife  in  this  flare,  and  run  a  north -eafteily 
courfe  into  the  Merrimack.  Parker's  river  takes  its  rife  in  Cowley,  and  after  a  courfe 
of  a  few  miles,  pafles  into  the  Sound,  which  feparates  Plumb  Ifnnd  from  the  main 
land.  It  is  navigable  about  two  miles  from  its  mouth.  Ipfwich  and  Chebrccs  rivers 
pafs  thro'  the  town  oflpfwich  into  Ipfwich  bay.  Miftick  river  falls  into  Bolton  har- 
bour eaft  of  the  peninfula  of  Charleflown.      It  is  navigable  three  miles,   to  Med  ford. 

Charles  river  is  a  confiderable  ftreani,  the  principal  branch  of  which  rifes  from  a 
pond  bordering  on  Hopkintcn.  It  raffes  through  Holliftcn,  and  Bellingkam,  and  di- 
vides Medway  from  Medfield,  Wrentharn,  and  Franklin,  and  thence  into  Dedham, 
where,  by  a  curious  bend,  it  forms  a  peninfula  of  nine  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Nepoirfet.river  originates  chiefly  from  Muddy  and  Punkapog  Ponds,  in  Stoughton, 
snd  Mofhapog  Pond  in  Sharon,and  after  pa  fling  over  falls  fufficient  to  carry  mills,  u? 
nites  with  other  fmaii  ftresms,  and  forms  a  very  conftant  fupply  of  water  for  the  many 
mills  firuated  on  the  river  below,  until  it  meets  the  tide  in  Mitton,  from  whence  it  is 
navigable,  for  veffels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden,  to  the  bay,  diftant  about 
four  miles. 

Taunton  river  is  made  up  of  feveral  ftreams  which  unite  in  or  near  the  town  of 
Bridgewater.  Its  courfe  is  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W.  tiil  it  falls  into  Namganfett  Bay.  at 
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Tiverton,  oppsfite  the  north  end  of  Rhode  Ifland.  It  receives  a  confiderable  tributary 
ftream  at  Taunton,  from  the  north  weft.  The  head  waters  of  Pautucket  and  Provi- 
dence rivers,  in  Rhode  Ifhnd,  and  of  Quinnabaug  and  Shetucket  rivers,  in  Con. 
necticut,  are  in  this  Mate. 

There  are  feveral  remarkable  bridges  in  Maffachufetts.  Charles  river  bridge  was  finifh- 
edin  the  year.  1787.  It  is  fifteen' hundred  and  three  feet  in  length,  and  connects  Charts- 
town  with  Bofton.  It  is  built  on  feventy  five  piers,  with  a  drawbridge  in  the  middle 
for  the  pafTage  of  vefTels.  Each  pier  is  compofed  of  feven  pieces,  of  oak  tim- 
ber, united  by  a  C3p-piece,  ftrong  braces  and  girts,  and  afterwards  driven  into  the' 
bed  of  the  river.  They  are  likewife  ftrengthened  by  a  fingle  pile  on  each 
fide,  driven  obliquely  to  a  folid  bottom.  The  piers  are  connected  to  each  other 
by  large  ftrong  pieces,  which  are  covered  with  four-inch  plank.  The  bridge  is  foity- 
three  feet  in  width,  and  on  each  fide  there  is  a  pafTage  fix  feet  broad,  railed  for  the 
convenience  of  footpaffengers.  There  is  a  gradual  rife  from  each  end  of  this  bridge, 
fo  that  the  middle, is  two  feet  higher  than  the  extremities.  Forty  lamps  are  placed  at 
proper  dfftances  from  each  other  to  illuminate  it,  when  nsceflary.  Maiden  bridge,  acrofs 
Myftic  river,  is  another  remarkable  monument  of  American  ingenuity  and  induftry. 
It  is  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  thirty-two  feet  broad. 
It  was  erected  in  1787.  EfTex  bridge,  fifteen  hundred  feet  long,  was  made  in  1 7S9. 
There  are  feveral  other  works  of  this  kind  that  reflect  much  honor  on  the  public 
fpirit  of  the  citizens  of  Maffachufetts,  particularly  a  bridge  acrofs  Merrimack  river, 
in  EfTex  couxty,  of  a  very  ingenious  construction,  finifhed  in  1792,  and  another 
bridge,  finifhed  in  the  fall  of  1793,  feven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  in 
length  (including  a  long  caufeway)  connecting  Bofton  with  Cambridge,  over  Charles 
river,  half  a  mile  above  Charles  river  bridge. 

Sea-coast,  capes,  bays,  and  islands.]  The  moil  remarkable  capes  on  the  coaft 
of  this  itate,  are  Cape  Ann,  on  the  north  fide  of  Maffachufetts,  and  Cape  Cod  on  the 
fouth.  The  latter,  perhaps,  derives  its  name  from  the  multitudes  of  cod-fifh  that  are 
found  on  its  banks.  It  forms  a  kind  of  femi- circle,  and  comprehends  the  county  of 
Barnflable.  On  the  outer  fhore  it  meafures  about  an  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and 
on  the  inner  about  fixty- three.  The  foil  of  this  peninfula  is  in  genera!  Tandy,  and  barren. 
In  fome  places  the  houfes  are  in  danger  of  being  fwallowed  up  by  the  fand,  which 
is  often  heaved  in  immenfe  volumes  by  the  action  of  the  wind,  and  buries  the  trees 
that  ftand  in  its  way  up  to  their  very  tops.  Ths  lands  of  Cape  Cod  could  not  (uoporC 
their  inhabitants,  who  amount  to  about  eighteen  thoufand.  Thsy  fubfift  in  part  by 
their  fiflieries.   Immenfe  quantities  of  fifh  of  various  kinds  are  caught  here. 

The  principal  bays  on  this  coaft  are  Ipfwich, Bolton, or  Maffachufetts,  Plymouth,  Cape 
Cod,  and  Buzzard's  bays.  Many  ifiands  are  Tcattered  along  the  coaft,  Plumb  ifiand 
is  about  nine  miles  in  length;  and  chiefly  confifts  of  heaps  of  fand,  with  two  or 
three  farms  atthe  fouth  end  of  it.  Nantucket  contains  about  twenty-three  thoufand 
acres,  including  the  beach.  The  ifland  is  low  and  Tandy,  and  has  four  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  twenty  inhabitants.  Of  thefe,  the  greater  part  are  quakers.  Their  chief 
employment  is  in  the  fifheries.  They  purfue  the  whales  even  around  CapeHorn  into  the 
great  Pacific  ocean.  Hector  St.  John  Crevecceur,  a  fanciful, but  intelligent  and  intereft- 
ing  writer,  has  occupied  four  of  his  letters  in  adefcription  of  this  little  ifland  and  of 
the  manners  of  its  people. 

Martha's  Vineyard,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  weftward  of  Nantucket,  is  about 
twenty  miles  in  length  and  four  in  breadth.  It  contains  three  focieties  of  congregation- 
alifts,  two  of  baptifts,  and  three  of  Indians.  This  and  the  neighbouring  ifland,  ofChap- 
paquiddick,  together  with  Noman's  land,  and  the  Elizabeth  Ifiands,  conftitute  Duke's 
county,  containing  between  three  and  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  befides  about  four 
hundred  and  forty  Indians  and  mulattoes.  Hector  St.  John  fays,  that  Martha's  Vine- 
Vol.  II,  4  % 
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jards  had,  at  the  time  cf  his  writing,  which  was  before  the  late  war,  twenty  thoufand 
fheep,  and  two  thpufand  black  cattle.  There  are  in  Maflachufetts  bsy,about  forty  iflands 
cf  various  fzes,  r.o  mere  than  fifteen  cf  which  are  of  much  importance  for  their 
fize  or  productions;  Caftie  ifland  lies  three  miles  from  Bofton,  and  contains  about 
eighteen  acres  of  land.  There  are  here  a  governor's  houfe,  a  magazine,  jail,  barracks, 
ar.d  work/hops.  In  June  1792,  there  w.e:e,  on  this  ifland,  feventy  feven  convicts 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  naiis. 

Soil  and  productions. 'j  After  having  treated  fo  fully  of  the  climate  of  New- 
Hampshire,  we  have  not  much  to  add  refpedjng  Maflachufetts  In  this  flate  are  to  he 
found  all  the  varieties  of  foil  •,  but  it  is  in  general  better  adapted  for  grazing  than  for 
grain.  Confiderable  quantities  of  wheat-flc.ur  are  imported.  Wheat  is  cultivated  to 
advantage  in  the  interior  parts  cf  the  country,  but  on  the  fea  coaft  is  fubject  to  be- 
ing blafled.  This  has  been  afcribed  to  the  fudden  cold  and  e.ifterly  winds  after  hot 
weather.  They  caufe  a  flagnation  of  the  juices  of  the  ftalk.  Indian  com,  rye,  ons, 
barley,  buck-  wheat,  flax  and  hemp,  fucceed  in  general,  in  Maflachufetts.  Apples 
are  good,  and,  for  the  moft  pas  t,  plenty.  Cyder  forms  the  principal  beverage.  Some 
excellent  cattle  are  raifed  here.  Butter  and  cheefe  are  maJe  for  exportation.  Confider- 
able attention  has  lately  been  paid  to  the  breed  of  fheep.  The  average  produce  of  good 
end  well  cultivated  land  in  Maflachufetts  has  been  eftimated  as  follows  ;  forty  bufh- 
eis.  of  Indian  corn  on  an  acre,  thirty  of  rye  or  barley,  twenty  cf  wheat,  and  an  hun- 
dred of  potatoes.  The  ftaple  commodities  cf  this  ftate  are  fifh,  beef,  ar.d  lumber,. 
Theeafterly  winds  are  found  to  extend  farther  inland  than  formerly.  This  may,  with 
apparent  reafon,  be  afcribed  to  the  cutting  down  of  the  woods,  which  interrupted 
their  comfe.   'J  hey  injure  the  peach  and  even  the  hardy  apple. 

Cd\.jh£Rce, 3  Maflachufetts,  including  Main,  poflefles  more  than  three  tim?s  as 
many  tons  of  fhipping  as  any  other  of  the  united  flates.  Upwards  of  twenty-nine 
thcuilnd  tons  are  employed  in  carrying  on  the  fifheries  •,  fory  fix  thousand  in  the 
ccaiting  bufir.efs  and  above  ninety  fix  thousand  in  trading  with  almoft  all  par;s  of 
the  world.  This  was  the  ftate  of  commerce  two  years  ago.  Some  alterations  have,  no- 
doubt,  taken  place  fince  that  period.  Pot  and  pearl  afhes,  ftaves,  flaxseed  and  bees- 
wax, are  carried  chiefly  to  B  itain,  in  return  for  her  manufactures.  Mafts  and  provi- 
fiens  are  fent  to  the  Ea.it  Indies.  Beef,  pork,  fifh,  oil,  candles,  and  lumber  are  exported 
to  the  Weil  Indies,  and  Spain  -,  fruits,  vegetables,  tar,  pi:ch,  molaflcs,  and  even  fhip- 
timber  to  Nova-Scctia,  and  New  Brunfwick.  This  evinces,  that  it  mutt  be  a  long 
ume  before  thefe  colonies  can  fupport  themfelves,  and  afcertains  the  futility  of  the 
hopes  cf  Britain,  that  fhe  cculd  from  them  derive  fubfiftence  fcr  her  fettlements  in  the 
Weft-Indies.  Cabinet- work,  faddlery,  hats,  nails,  tow  cloth,  barley,  hops,  butter, 
cheefe,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles  are  carried  to  the  fouthern  ftates.  In  1788,  the 
negro  ti-ade  was  prohibited  by  law;  and  there  is  not  a  fmglsjlave  in  the  commonwealth 
of  Maflachufetts. 

From  the  lft  of  October  1790,  to  the  31ft  of  September  179 1,  the  exports  from 
this  ftate  and  the  diftrictcf  Main,  to  foreign  countries,  amounted  to  two  millions 
four  hundred  and  forty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars,  and  fifty 
three  cents.  In  the  year  ending  upon  the  30th  September  1793,  the  fum  total  of  ex- 
ports had  rifen  to  three  millions  fix  hundred  and  feventy  fix  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  twelve  dollars. 

Manufactures.]  There  is  no  ftate  in  the  union  that  has  made  fuch  decifive  fteps 
towards  fupplying  itfelf  with  manufactures  as  Maflachufetts.  A  few  fpecimens  only 
can  be  enumerated.  There  is  at  Bofton  a  duck-manufactory,  and  fixty-eight  thoufand 
yards  cf  the  beft  cloth  of  that  kind  ever  feen  in  this  country  have  been  made  there  in 
ii  (ingle  year.  At  Taunton,  Bridgewater3  Middleborough,  and  fbme  other  places,  najfs 
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have  been  made  in  fuch  quantities,  as  to  prevent  in  a  great  meafure  the  importaMon 
from  Britain.  There  are  fourteen  paper-mills  in  this  {rate,  and  the  quantity  of  paper 
manufactured  is  augmenting  with  rapidity.  It  is  computed  that  nine  thoufand  dozens 
of  cotton  and  wool  cards  are  annually  made  in  Maflachufetts.  At  Dedham,  in  Suffolk 
county,  there  is  a  wire  manufactory.  There  are  likewife  a  variety  of  oil,  chocolate, 
powder  and  fnuff  mills  ;  and  a  number  of  iron  works,  and  Hitting  mills,  befides. other 
mills  for  facing  lumber,  grinding  grain,  and  fulling  cloth.  Of  this  lad  article,  great 
quantities  are  now  made  in  this  date. 

Befides  many  other  articles  of  manufacture,  there  have  been  diftilled  in  this  (late, 
during  a  fingle  year,  one  million  nine  hundred  thoufand  gallons  of  fpiritous  !;quors. 
It  is  added  that  they  yielded  to  the  government  a  revenue  of  two  hundred  and  nine 
thoufand  dollars. 

The  manufacture  of  glafs  has  been  lately  begun,  and  is  carried  on  to  confiderabie 
ed vantage. 

In  this  (late  and  likewife  in  Connecticut,  great  attention  his  been  beftowed  on  the 
rearing  of  the  fiik-  vorm  •,  txtenfive  orchards  of  mulberry  trees  have  been  planted. 
The  inhabitants  are  fupHied  with  filic  h  abundance,  and  on  moderate  terms  ;  and  it 
has  even  been  faid  that  fmall  quantities  of  the  raw  commodity  are  now  exported  to 
Europe. 

Curiosities. J  In.  the  north  part  of  the  townfhip  of  Adams,  in  Berkshire  'county, 
not  half  a  mile  from  Stamford  in  Vermont,  there  is  a  natural  curiofry  which  merits 
deicription  A  mill  Itream  has  formed  a  deep  channel  through  a  quarry  of  white  mar- 
ble. The  hill,  gradually  defcending  towards  the  fouth,  terminates  in  a  fteep  precipice, 
over  which  the  Itream  appears  to  have  formerly  rufhed.  But  finding  fome  natural 
chafms  in  the  rocks,  it  has  forced  for  itfelf  a  channel  downwards,  which  is,  in  fome 
places,  more  than  fixty  feet  deep.  Over  this  channel,  where  deepeft,  fome  of  the 
rocks  remain,  and  form  a  natural  bridge.  From  the  top  of  this  bridge,  to  the  water 
beneath  it,  there  is  a  defcent  of  fixtv- two  feet.  In  length  acrofs  the  ftream,  it  is  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  feet,  and  its  breadth  is  about  ten  feet.  A  fecond  bridge,  or  natural 
arch,  has  been  formed  ten  or  twelve  feet  nearer  to  the  level  of  the  flre?„m,  than  the 
frft  arch,  and  partly  under  it,  which  is  broader  than  the  upper  arch,  but  not  fo  long. 
It  is  difficult  to  give  any  idea  of  a  production  of  this  kind,  that  correfponds  with  the 
fight  of  it. 

In  the  county  of  E/Tex,  the  Powow  river  falls  an  hundred  feet  in  the  diftanceof 
fifty  rods.  In  this  fhort  paffage,  are  one  blocmery,  five  faw  mills,  (even  grift  mills,  two 
Jinfeed  oil  mills,  one  fulling  mill,  and  one  fnuffmill,  befides  fevcral  wheels,  auxiliary 
to  different  labours.  The  rapid  fall  of  ihe  water,  the  dams  at  very  fhort  diftances 
erofling  the  river,  the  various  wheels  and  mills  almoft  immediately  one  over  another, 
and  the  very  irregular  and  grotefque  fituation  of  the  houfes  and  other  buildings  on  the 
adjoining  grounds,  give  this  place  a  romantic  appearance,  and  afford,  in  the  whole, 
one  of  the  mofr  fingular  views  to  be  found  in  this  country. 

Minerals  and  fossils.]  Iron  ore,  in  immenfe  quantities,  is  found  in  various  parts 
of  this  ftate.  In  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth,  in  particular,  feveral  towns  have,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  abundance  of  Iron  ore,  extenfive  manufactures  of  iron.  The  flitting 
mills,  in  this  diftrict,  are  faid  to  flit  annually  fix  hundred  tons  of  that  metal.  One  com-~ 
pany  has  lately  been  formed,  which,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  manufacture  annually  five 
hundred  tons  of  iron. 

Copper  ore  is  found  at  Leverett,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  at  Attleborough 
in  the  county  of  Briftol.  Several  mines  of  black  lead  have  been  difcovered  in  Brim- 
field,  in  Hampfhire  county.  Ajbeft-os,  or  incombuftible  cotton,  is  found  in  a  quarry  of 
Hmeftone,  in  the  county  of  Effex,  Marble  has  been  difcovered  in  the  fame  neighs 
bourhood.  A  quarry  at  Lanefborough  affords  very  good  marble. 
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Literary  and  charitable  societies.]  MafTachufetts  is,  in  feveral  refpeces,  one 
cf  the  firft  ftates  in  the  union  ;  and  is  diftinguifhed,  among  other  circumftances,  by 
numerous  afibciations  for  very  laudable  purpofes.  Among  these  the  fociety  for  propa- 
gati."-^  the  gcfpel  among  the  Indians  and  others,  deftrves  particular  applaufe.  The 
fuccefs  of  this'fcheme  has  been  fatiffactory  to  its  authors.  Several  thoufands  of  books, 
of  different  kinds  adapted  to  the  ftatd  of  the  people,  have  been  purchafed  and  dis- 
tributed. Millenaries  have  been  appointed  and  fupported  by  this  fociety,  to  vifit  the 
eafiern  parts  of  the  diftrict  of  Main,  where  the  people  are  generally  dt-ftitute  o.f  the 
means  of  religicus  inftruction,  and  thcfe  mithonaries  fpend  the  fumrrier-months  among 

them. 

The  MafTachufetts  charitable  fociety,  the  Bofton  epifcopal  charitable  fociety,  and 
the  humane  fociety,  likewife  deferve  honourable  notice.  The  humane  fociety  was 
inftitufed  in  1785,  for  the  purpofe  of  recovering  perfons  apparently  dead  from  drown- 
ing, iuffocacion,  ftrangling  or  other  accidents.  This  fociety  has  erected  (sven  huts  on 
different  parts  of  the  coaft.  They  are  ftipplied  with  wood,  ftraw,  cabbins,  tinderboxes 
blankets  &c.  for  the  relief  of  fhip-wrecked  teamen.  Huts  of  the  fame  kind  have  been 
built  on  different  parts  of  the  coaft,  by  other  focieties  of  the  fame  benevolent  nature. 
•Such  humble,  but  ufeful  edifices,  reflect  more  honor  on  their  proprietors,  than  has 
ever  been  obtained  by  a  palace,  a  triumphal  arch,  or  a  pyramid. 

The  American  academy  of  arts  and  fciences  was  incorporated  in  1780.  The  title  of 
this  feciety  fufficiently  Enounces  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  inftituted.  The  Maf- 
fachufetts  medical  fociety  was  incorporated  in  1791.  The  MafTachufetts  fociety  for 
promoting  agriculture,  in  1792  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  ?gn'cultural 
committee  of  the  academy  has  been  diflblyed.  At  a  late  meeting  of  this  fo- 
ciety, in  Bolton,  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  money  was  fubferibed  for  eftab'ifhing  a 
fund  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  premiums  and  bounties  which  may  be  voted  by  the 
fecien  .  In  J  791,  a  fociety  was  eftablifhed  in  this  ftate,  called  the  historical  fociety,  ths 
profefled  defign  of  which  is  to  collect,  preferve  and  communicate  materials  for  a  com- 
plete hiftory  of  this  country  from  its  firft  fettlement.  The  fociety  was  incorporated 
in  1794. 

A  fociety  for  the  information  and  advice  of  emigrants  to  this  country,  and  a  cha- 
ritable fire  fociety,  both  for  benevolent  purpofes  have  alfo  been  inftituted  and  incor- 
porated this  year — befides  others  of  lefs  importance. 

State  of  literature.]  By  the  laws  of  MafTachufetts,  every  town  that  has  fifty 
hcufeholders  or  upwards,  muft  provide  itfelf  with  one  or  more  proper  teachers  cf 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  If  the  town  has  two  hundred  families,  there  is 
likewife  to  be  a  teacher  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages.  This  law  is  not  fo  w'ell- 
obferved  as  it  ought  to  te.  In  Bofton  there  are  feven  public  fchools,  fupported  entire- 
ly by  the  town;  fothat  education  may  be  had  with  hardly  ar.y  expenfe.  Greek,  Latin,- 
Englifh,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  geography,  are  taught  •,  and  the  mafters  of  thefe 
fchools  have  each  afalary  of  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  an- 
num, payable  quarterly.  There  are  likewife  in  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts  feveral 
academies  of  reputation.  Tne  firft  college  or  univerfkv,  founded  in  North-America 
was  in  confequence  of  a  donation  from  the  rev.  Mr.  John  Harvard,  a  clergyman,  re- 
nding in  Char!estown,near  Bolton.  He  died  in  1638,  and  bequeathed  for  that  end  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine  pounds.  Cambridge,  in  which  the  univeifity  is  fituated,  is 
a  pleafant  village,  three  miles  weft  from  Bofton.  It  has  now,  (in  1794,)  169  under- 
giaduates.  In  this  univerfity  are  taught  Hebrew  and  other  oriental  languages,  Greek, 
Latin  and  French,  divinity,  mathematics,  natural  philofophy,  anatomy,  furgery,  the 
theory  and  practice  of  phytic,  chemiftry,  the  principles  of  the  materia  medica,  logic, 
metaphyfics,  ethics, geography,  aftronomy,  and  hiftory.  The  library  ronfifted,  in  1791, 
of  upwards  of  thirteen  thouland  volumes,  and  it  continues-  to  iricreafe  from  the  incereft 
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of  permament  funds,  and  by  cafual  benefactions.  The  philofophical  apparatus  of  this 
university  is  the  moft  complete  of  any  in  the  united  dates.  The  inftitution  is  liberally 
endowed,and  frequently  receives  donations  for  theeftabliShmentof  new  profefTorfnips. 

Banks.]  There  are  four  incorporated  banks  in  this  ftate,  viz.  the  Branch,  the 
Maflachufetts,  the  Union,  and  the  EfTex  banks.  Of  thefe  three  have  been  eftablifhed 
at  Bofton,  and  the  fourth  at  Salem..  The  Union  bank  in  Bofton  confifts  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  fhares,  of  eight  dol'ars  each  •,  and  the  Maflachufetts  bank,  of  eight  hundred 
lhares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

Chief  towns.]  Bofton  is  the  capital  not  only  of  Maflachufetts  but  of  New-Eng- 
land. The  townlies  in  lat.  42  dtgrees  23  minutes  north.  It  is  built  on  a  peninfula, 
of  an  irregular  form,  at  the  bottom  of  Maflachufetts  bay.  The  buildings  cover  about 
feven  hundred  acres.  The  houfes  were  computed,  in  1790,  at  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  feventy- fix,  and  the  inhabitants  at  eighteen  thoufand.  Since  that  time, 
many  new  houfes  have  been  built,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  has  considerably 
increafed.  The  principal  wharf  extends  fix  hundred  yards  into  the  fea,  and  is  cover- 
ed on  the  north  fide  with  large  and  convenient  ftores.  In  Bofton,  there  are  feventeen 
buildings  for  public  worfhip,  nine  for  congregationalifts,  three  for  epifcopalians,  two 
for  baptifts,  one  for  Roman  catholics,  one  for  the  friends,  and  one  for  the  univerfal- 
ifts,  The  other  public  buildings  are  the  ftate  houfe,  court- houfe,  jail,  Faneuil  hall,  an 
alms  houfe,  a  work  houfe,  a  bridewell,  and  a  powder  magazine.  The  harbor  of  Bof- 
ton is  fafe,  apd  large  enough  to  contain  five  hundred  fhips  at  anchor  in  a  good  depth 
of  water.  Yet  the  entrance  is  fo  narrow  as  fcarcely  to  admit  two  fhips  abreaft.  The 
town  has  an  excellent  market  for  provifions.  It  was  fettled  in  1630.  During  the 
fiegein  1775,  great  numbers  of  houfes  were  deftroyed  by  the  Britifh  troops.  Bofton 
is  rapidly  improving.  Its  principal  manufactures  are  rum,  beer,  paper  hangings,  of 
which  twenty-four  thoufand  pieces  are  annually  made  ;  loaf  fugar,  cards,  fail  cloth, 
ropes,  fpermaceti  and  tallow  candles,  glafs,  printed  books,  &c.  There  are  eight  fugar 
houfes,   and  eleven  rope  walks, 

Salem  is  built  on  a  peninfula,  formed  by  two  fmall  inlets  of  the  fea.  The  trade  of 
the  inhabitants  is  considerable,  and  they  are  diftinguifhed  by  a  general  plainnefs  and 
neatnefs  in  their  drefs  and  furniture.  A  manufactory  of  duck  and  fail-cloth  has  been 
for  fome  time  eftablifhed  here,  and  is  in  a  thriving    Situation. 

Newbury-port,  Ipfwich,  Charlefton,  Cambridge,  Concord,  Plymouth,  Worcefter, 
and  a  number  of  other  confiderable  towns, atteft  the  uncommon  population  of  this  ftate. 
Pf  Charkfton  a  great  part  was  reduced  to  afhes  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Breed's 
hill,  by  miftake  called  Bunker's  hill.  The  people  of  Marbleheadfubfift  chiefly  by  fishe- 
ries ;  and,  as  the  war  put  a  ftop  to  thisbufinefs,  great  numbers  of  them  were  reduced 
to  diftrefs,  nor  has  the  town  been  yet  able  to  recover  its  former  degree  of  prolperity. 
Worcefter  is  remarkable  for  having  produced  fome  fpecimens  of  typographical 
elegance.  Ifaiah  Thomas,  of  this  town,  k  reputed  one  of  the  beft  printers  in  Ame- 
rica. 

Population.]  The  number  of  inhabitants,  in  Maflachufetts,  has  been  Stated,  by  the 
cenfus  of  1790,  at  three  hundred  and  feventy  eight  thoufand  Seven  hundred  and  eigh- 
t.y-feyen,  which  is  above  Sixty  peifons  for-every  fquare  mile.  As  this  calculation  was 
made  about  four  years  ago,  we  may  reafonably  add  to  this  number  at  ieaft  Sixty  thou- 
fand. Maflachufetts  is  the  moft  populous  region  of  North-America.  Connecticut 
approaches  next  to  it  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  that  ftate,  by  the  fame  cenfus,  are  on- 
ly in  proportion  of  about  fifty  perfons  to  a  fquare  mile. 

The  county  of  EfTex,  in  Maflachufetts,  contained  by  the  cenfus  of  1790,  an  hundred 
and  thirty-five  perfons,  for  every  fquare  mije.  This  fact  evinces  to  what  an  immenfe 
body  of  people  the  territories  of  the  united  ftates  are  capable  offupplying  fubfiftence. 

No  circumftance  concerning  the  new  world  has  excited  more  furprife  in  Europe  than 
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the  rapid  increafe  of  people  in  North- America.  Thie  fact  will  be  bed  illustrated  by 
a  comparifon  between  the  proportion  of  births  and  deaths  in  Europe  and  in  this  coun- 
try. Mr.  William  Barton*  has  collected  a  variety  of  eftimates  of  this  kind  for  par- 
ticular periods  of  time,  from  which  we  ftiall  felect  a  few  fpecimens.. 

Deaths. 
At  Salem,    in  1782  and  1783,  the  proportion  was  to  -  soo  births,       49.00 

At  Hingham  in  Maflachufetts,  for  fifty-four  years,  to  -         1 00  ditto,         49-50 

At  Philadelphia,  for  1789  and  1790,    the  bills  for  the  white  ?  JQO  ditto 

inhabitants  gave  to  -.  -  -  -  -  S  'rv-J+ 

England  in  general,  according  to  fir  William  Petty,  to        --       100  ditto;  80.00 

Liverpool,  for  five  years,  -  100  ditto,         112.70 

Ghefter,  four  years,         -  -  -  100  ditto;        107.42 

Northampton,  -  100  ditto,         123.23 

London,  twenty-fix  years,  -  500  ditto,,       124.92 

There  is  a  copious  collection  of  eftimates  of  this  kind,  which  afcertain  that  the  num-- 
ber  of  births  is,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  deaths,  much  greater  in  North  Ame- 
rica  than  in  Europe.  Mr.  Barton  has  likewife  printed  comparative  tables  of  the  lon- 
gevity of  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  and  America  ;  and  it  appears  that  the  advantage 
is  not  on  the  fide  of  the  former  country.  From  many  furprifing  examples  of  perfons 
attaining  toanadvancod  age  in  the  united  ftates,  it  feems  probable  that  this  climate 
is  more  favourable  to  the  duration  of  life  than  that  of  Britain;- 

Military  strength.]  The  active  militia  of  Maflachufetts  is  compofed'  of  all' 
able-bodied,  white  male  citizens,  from  fixteen  to  forty  years  of  age,  excepting  officers 
of  government,  thofe  who  have  held  commiflfons,  and  fome  other  excepted  perfons. 
The  whole  is  completely  armed  and  organized,  and  is  formed  into  nine  divifions  ;  each 
commanded  by  a  major-general, nineteen  brigades,confifting  of  feventy-nine  regiments 
of  infantry,  eleven  battalions  of  cavalry,  and  eight  battalions  of  artillery  ;  together 
forming  a  well  regulated  body  of  fifty  thoufand  infantry,  two  thoufand  cavalry,  and- 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  artillery-men,,  with  fixty  pieces  of  field  artillery:  This 
active  military  corps  is  affembled  by  companies  for  discipline,  in  their  refpective  dis- 
tricts, four  times  a  year  •,  and  once  a  year  by  regiments  or  brigades  ;  at  which  time 
they  are  reviewed  and  infpected, 

Befides  the  military  ftrength  above  mentioned, which  may  be  confidered  asthe  active 
militia  of  the  ftate,  there  are  enrolled  about  twenty -five  thoufand  men,  from  forty  to' 
fixty  years  of  age,  who  are  obliged  always  to  keep  themfelves  completely  armed  :  and 
they  are  required,  under  penalty  hy  law,  to  exhibit  their  arms  once  a  year  to  their 
refpective  captains*  who  make  returns  of  them.  This  laft  corps  is  called  the  alarm-lift,- 
and  may  be  properly  diftinguilhed  as  the  corps  de  referve  of  the  commonwealth. 

Religion.]  In  this  commonwealth,  an  univerfal  tight  of  confeience  is  eftabliihed: 
by  the  conftitution.  Every  perfon  attends  the  worihip  of  what  feet  he  thinks  proper. 
The  clergy  of  this  ftate,  in  general,  are  fupported  by  a  tax  on  the  rateable  eftate  of 
the  inhabitants  ;  thofe  in  the  feaports,  and  other  large  towns,  by  a  tax  upon  the  pews,- 
which  amounts  to  the  fame  thing  as  a  voluntary  contribution.  A  few  are  fupported' 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  their  refpective  congregations.- 
_  The  citizens  of  this  ftate  confift  of  feven  different  denominations,  viz.  congrega-- 
tionalifts,  baptifts,  epifcopalians,  friends  or  quakers,  prefbyterians,  univerfalifts,  and 
Roman  catholics.  The  firft  of  thefe  fects  is  more  numerous  than  all  the  reft.  The- 
baptifts  are  next  in  point  of  numbers.  The  remaining  five  fects  are  not  in  the  whole 
equal  to  more  than  one-fixteenth  or  twentieth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate, 

American  Philosophical  Transaction.*,  Vol.  iii.  page  25,  et  se<j^ 
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Revenue  and  taxes.].  The  principal  fources  of  revenue  are  land  'and  poll  tax&, 
and  the  fales  of  new  lands.  Taxes  are  levied  on  all  males  between  Sixteen  and  fifty, 
except  fuch  as  are  exempted  by  law  ;  on  the  numbers  of  acres  of  improved  and 
unimproved  land,  on  dwelling  houfes,  ware-houfes,  Stores,  &c.  Thefe  are  all  valued, 
are  fubject  to  taxes  at  certain  rates  per  cent. 

Inventions  and  improvements.]  Great  improvements  have  of  late  been  made 
in  feveral  manufacturing  machines,  by  which  thofe  kinds  of  manufacture  in  which 
they  are  employed,  have  been  greatly  facilitated  in  the  execution,  and  fewer  hands 
required.  But  the  moft  ingenious  improvement  or  invention,  and  which  molt  deierves 
notice,  is  a  complete  and  elegant  planetarium,  fix  feet  in  diameter,  constructed  by  Mr. 
Jofeph  Pope,  of  Bofton..  This  is  entirely  a  work  of  original  genius  and  aSfiduous  ap- 
plication, as  Mr.  Pope  never  faw  a  machine  of  the  kind  till  his  own  was  completed. 
It  exhibits  a  proof  of  great  Strength  of  mind,  and  does  him  much  honour,  both  ■  as  a 
philofopher  and  a  mechanic.  This  machine  has  been  purchafed  for  the  univerfity  at 
Cambridge,  and  is  a  very  ufeful  and  ornamental  addition  to  the  philofophical  apparatus. 
Constitution.]  In  the  preamble  to  the  constitution  it  is  declared, that  the  end  of  the 
institution,  maintenance,  and  administration  of  government,  is  to  fecure  the  existence 
of  the  body  politic  ;  to  protedt  it  and  to  furnifh  the  individuals  who  compofe  it  wirh 
the  power  of  enjoying,  in  fafety  and  tranquillity,  their  natural  rights,  and  the  bleilings 
of  life;  and  that,  whenever  thefe  great  objects  are  not  obtained,  the  people  have  a 
right  to  alterthe  government,  and  to  take  measures  neceflary  for  their  fafety,  prof- 
perity  and  happinefs.  It  isalfo  declared  to  be  the  right,  as  well  as  the  duty,  of  all 
men  in  fociety,  publicly,  and  at  Mated  feafons,  to  worShip  the  Supreme  Being  ;  and 
that  no  fubjecT:  fliould  be  hurt,  molefted  or  restrained  in  his  perfon,  liberty,  or  eftate, 
for  worshipping  God  in  the  manner  and  feafon  moft  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  his 
own  confcience  ;  or  for  his  religious  profeflion  or  fentiments-,  providing  that  he  did 
not  difturb  the  public  peace,  or  obstruct  others  in  their  religious  worShip.  Then  fol- 
lows a  declaration  of  rights,  containing  thirty  articles.  The  moft  important  are  in 
fubftance  as  follows. 

It  was  declared,  that  as  the  happinefs  of  a  people,  and  the  good  order  and  preferva- 
tion  of  civil  government,  depend  eflent'ially  upon  piety,  religion  and  morality  ;  there- 
fore, in  order  to  difFufe  them,  and  to  promote  public  order  and  happinefs,  the  legisla- 
ture Should  be  inverted  with  a  right  to  authorize  and  require  the  Several  towns,  pa* 
rifhes,  and  political  bodies,  or  religious  focieties,  to  provide,  at  their  own  expenfe,  for 
the  inftitution  of  public  worShip,  and  '*  for  the  fupport  aad  maintenance  of  public 
**  proteftant  teachers  of  piety,  religion,  and  morality,  in  all  cafes  where  fuch  provision 
*< ■  /hall  not  be  made  voluntarily.''''  The  legislature  was  farther  inverted  with  authority  to 
enjoin,  upon  all  the  fubjects,  an  attendance  to  the  public  teachers,  at  Stated  times  and 
feafons,  ;/  there  be  am,  on  -wbofe  inftrucT-ions  they  can  confcientioujly  and  conveniently  attend. 
It  was  alfo  enacted,  that  the  fevera!  towns,  parishes,  precincts,  and  other  bodies  po- 
litic, or  religious  focieties,  Should,  at  all  times,  have  the  exclufive  right  of  electing 
-their  public  teachers,  and  for  contracting  with  them  for  their  fupport  and  mainte- 
nance. That  all  monies  paid  by  individuals  for  the  fupport  of  public  worShip,  and  of 
the  public  teachers  Should,  if  they  required  it,  be  uniformly  applied  to  the  fupport 
of  the  public  teacher  or  teachers  of  their  own  religious'  feet  or  denomination,  pro- 
viding that  there  were  any  on  whofe  instructions  they  attended  :  oiherwife  it  might 
be  laid  towards  the  fupport  of  the  teachers  or  teachers  of  the  pariSh  or  precinct  in 
which  the  faid  monies  Should  be  raifed.  That  every  denomination  of  christians,  de- 
meaning themfelves  peaceably,  and  as  good  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  Should  be 
equally  "protected  by  the  law  •,  and  that  no  Subordination  of  any  feet  or  denomination 
to  another,  Should  ever  be  eftablilhed. 
It.  was  likewife declared,  that  as  all  power  refided  originally  in  the  people,  and  was* 
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derived  from  them,  the  feveral  magistrates  and  officers  of  government,  veSted  with 
authority,  whether  legiflative,  executive,  or  judicial,  are  their  Substitutes  and  agents, 
and  are  at  all  times  accountable  to  them  ,  that  no  man,  or  corporation,  or  affociation 
of  men,  have  any  other  title  to  obtain  advantages,  or  exclufive  priveleges,  than  what 
21-ifes  from  the  confideration  of  fervices  rendered  to  the  public  ;  and  this  title  being 
neither  hereditary,  nor  tranfmiflible  to  children,  or  relations 'by  blood  ;  the  idea  of 
a  man  born  a  magiftrate,  lawgiver,  or  judge,  is  abfutd  and  unnatural,  Every  indivi- 
dual is  entitled  to  protection  by  the  law,  and  he  is  in  return,  bour.d  to  obey  the  laws, 
and  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  common  expenfe.  When  the  public  exigencies  re- 
quire that  the  property  of  any  individual  mould  be  appropriated  for  particular  ufes, 
he  mail  receive  reafonable  compenfation.  No  Subject  (hall  be  arretted,  imprifoned, 
defpoi'.ed,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities,  or  privileges,  put  out  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law,  exiled,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  eftate,  but  hy  thejudgT 
ment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land.  The  legiflature  Shall  not  make  any  law, 
Subjecting  any  perfon  to  a  capital  or  infamous  punishment,  without  trial  by  jury,  except 
for  the  government  of  the  army  or  navy.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  effential  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  freedom  in  a  ftate,  and  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  retrained  in  the  common- 
wealth. The  people  have  a  right  to  keep,  and  to  bear  arms,  for  the  common  defence  ; 
but  as,  in  time  of  peace,  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  main- 
tained, without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature  •,  and  the  military  power  fhall  always  be- 
held in  fubcrdination  to  the  civil  authority. 

It  is  likewife  declared,  that  the  people  have  a  right,  in  an  orderly  manner,  to  afc 
femble  for  confulting  upon  the  common  good-,  and  for  giving  inftruclious  to  their 
reprefentatives.  The  freedom  of  debate,  in  either  houfe  of  legiflature,  cannot  be 
the  foundation  of  any  action  or  complaint  in  any  court  or  place  whatfoever.  No  im- 
port, upon  any  pretence  whatever,  fhall  be  levied,  without  the  confent  of  the  people 
or  their  reprefentatives  in  the  legiflature.  Laws  made  to  punifh  actions  committed  be- 
fore the  exiftence  of  fuch  laws,  are  unjuft,  unlefs  the  a&ions  have  been  declared 
crimes  by  preceding  laws.  No  fubject  ought,  in  any  cafe,  to  be  declared  guilty  of 
treafon  cr  felony,  by  the  legiflature.  Exceffive  bail  or  fureties,  exceffive  fines,  or  cruel? 
and  unnatural  punishments,  are  prohibited. 

In  time  of  peace,  v.o  Soldier  ought  be  quartered  in  any  hcufe,  without  the  confent 
of  the  owner  •,  and  in  time  of  war,  Such  quarters  ought  to  be  made  by  the  civil  maT 
giftrate,    according  to  law. 

The  fecoud  part  of  the  instrument  contains  the  frame  of  government.  It  enacts, 
that  the  department  of  legislation  fhall  be  formed  of  two  branches,  a  fenate,  and 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  ;  each  of  which  is  to  have  a  negative  on  the  other. 
This  legiflative  bod/,  is  entitled  "  the  general  court  of  Mafl'achufetts."  When 
a  bill  has  palled  the  fenate  and  hcufe  of  reprefentatives,  it  does  not  become  a 
law  til  ratified  by  the  governor.  But  though  returned  to  the  two  houfes  from  him 
with  a  refufal,  yet,  if  two  thirds  of  both  agree  to  its  pafling,  it  fhall  notwithstanding 
his  rejection,  become  a  law.  To  prevent  unneceffary  delays  in  public  bufinefs,  if  a  bill 
or  refolve  is  not  returned  from  the  governor,  within  five  days  after  it  has  been  pre- 
sented to  him,  it  has  the  force  of  law.  The  general  court  has  full  authority  to  erect 
judicatories,  courts  of  record,  and  other  courts,  to  make  laws  and  impofe  taxes  ;  and 
it  is  provided  that  while  the  public  charges  of  government,  or  any  part  of  them,  are 
raifed  by  afTeffment,  a  valuation  of  eftates  (hall  be  taken  at  leaft  once  in  every  ten  years 
and  as  much  oftener  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  general  court.  The  fenate  confifts  of 
forty  perfons,  who  are  elected  annually,  on  the  firSt  Monday  of  April,  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  certain  districts  into  which  the  commonwealth  mav,  from  time  to  time,  be 
divided  for  that  purpofe.  The  districts  are  never  to  be  fewer  than  thirteen  nor  is  any 
diftricT:  to  be  fo  large  as  to  elect  more  than  fix  fenators.  The  general  court  is  to  aflign 
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the  number  of  fenators  to  be  elected  by  each  diftrict,  in  which  it  is  to  be  guided  by 
the  proportion  of  taxes  refpectively  paid  by  them.  The  fenators  are  at  prefent  chofen 
in  the  following  proportions  : ■ 

The  counties  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  elect  fix,  Effex  fix,  Middlefex  five,  Hampfhire 
four,  Plymouth  three,  Barnfbble  one,  Briftol  three,  Duke's  and  Nantucket  one,  Wor- 
cefter  five, Berkshire  two, York  two, Cumberland  one, and  Lincoln  one.  They  are  chofen 
by  the  male  inhabitants,  of  twenty  one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  having  a  freehold 
eftate,  within  the  commonwealth,  of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  of  the 
value  of  fixty  pounds.  An  elector  is  to  be  entitled  to  vote  in  that  diftrict  where  he 
refides.  A  fenator  muft  poiTefs  a  free-hold  eftate  in  the  commonwealth,  worth  at  leaft 
three  hundred  pounds,  or  perfonal  property  to  the  value  of  fix  hundred  pounds,  or 
of  both  to  the  amount  when  added  together,  of  the  latter  fum.  He  muft  have  been 
an  inhabitant  of  the  commonwealth  five  years,  and  muft,  at  the  time  of  his  election, 
refide  in  the  diftrict  for  which  he  is  chofen.  Sixteen  fenators  make  a  quorum.  The 
fen  ate  choofe  their  own  prefident,  appoint  their  own  officers,  and  determine  the  rules 
of  their  proceedings.  They  are  final  judges  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifi- 
cations of  their  own  members.  The  reprefentatives  are  chofen  by  the  feveral  towns, 
according  to  their  numbers  of  rateable  polls.  For  the  firft  one  hundred  and  fifty  polls, 
every  corporate  town  may  elect  one  member,  and  for  every  additional  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  an  additional  reprefentative.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  areautho- 
rifed  to  impofe  fines  upon  fuch  towns  as  neglect  to  return  members.  The  expences  of 
travelling  to  the  general  court,  and  returning  home  once  for  every  feffion,  and  no 
more  (hall  be  paid  by  the  government  out  of  the  public  treafury.  The  wages  for  the 
attendance  of  fenators  and  reprefentatives  are  paid  by  their  own  towns,  and  are  at 
prefent  a  dollar  anda  half  per  day.  A  member  muft  have  been,  for  one  year  at  leaft 
before  his  election,  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  that  he  reprefents  •,  and  muft  have  been 
feized,  for  the  fame  time,  in  his  own  right,  of  a  freehold  worth  one  hundred  pounds, 
within  thetown,  or  any  rateable  eftate,  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds.  Repre- 
sentatives are  chofen  by  written  votes,  as,  the  fenate  alfo  are.  The  qualifications  of  an 
elector  are  the  fiime  for  a  reprefentative  as  for  a  fenator.  The  reprefentatives  are  cho- 
fen annually  in  the  month  of  May,  at  leaft  ten  days  before  the  laft  Wednefday  in  that 
month.  Impeachments  for  mifconduct  in  office  are  made  by  the  reprefentatives,  and 
tried  by  the  fenate.  The  judgement  can  go  only  to  removal  from  office,  and  future  dif- 
q'ualification.  But  the  party  is  farther  liable  to  indictment,  trial  and  punifhment,  in  a 
common  court  of  law.  Money  bills  originate  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  but  the 
fenate  may  propofe  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  on  other  bills.  Sixty  reprefenta- 
tives make  a  quorum  for  public  bufinefs.  No  member  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
/hall  be  arrefted  or  held  to  bail,  on  mefne  procefs,  during  his  going  io,  attending  upon» 
or  returning  from  the  general  court. 

The  fupreme  executive  authority  is  vefted  in  a  governor.  He  muft  have  been  an 
inhabitant  of  the  commonwealth  for  feven  years  preceding  the  time  of  his  election, 
and  muft  be  feized,  in  his  own  right,  of  a  freehold  in  the  ftate,  to  the  value  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  ;  and  fhall  declare  himfelf  to  be  of  the  chrtfiian  religion.  He  is  elected 
by  the  people  annually,  on  the  firft  Monday  of  April*  in  nearly  the  fame  way  as  tke 
members  of  the  two  houfes.  He  has  a  council,  confifting  of  a  lieutenant- governor, 
and  nine  members,  chofen  from  the  fenate,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  re- 
prefentatives. The  nine  feats  of  the  counfellors  are  vacated  in  the  fenate,  and  re- 
main fo  for  the  year  ;  fo  that  the  fenate  really  confifts  of  only  thirty  members  be- 
fides  the  prefident.  Five  counfellors  make  a  quorum.  With  the  advice  of  his  coun- 
cil, the  governor  may  convene  the  general  court,  and  adjourn  them  to  any  time  that 
the  two  houfes  fhall  defire  :  or,  in  cafe  of  their  difagreement,  as  to  the  proper  length 
of  adjournment,  he  may,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  prorogue  them  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  ninety  days.     He  may,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  councils 
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pardon  offences,  after  convifiion,  but  not  before  it.  If  the  prifoner  has  been  con« 
vicled  by  an  impeachment  before  the  fenate,  he  cannot  grant  a  pardon.  The  gover- 
nor is  commander  of  all  the  military  force  of  the  commonwealth.  The  officers  are 
'  thus  appointed.  The  foldiers  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  in  the  refpec- 
tive  companies,  choofe  their  own  captains  and  fubalterns.  The  captains  and  fubal- 
terns  elect  the  field  officers  of  their  own  regiments.  The  brigadiers  are  elected  by  the 
field  officers  ;  and,  when  the  election  isfinifhed,  the  officers  receive  commiffions  frcm. 
the  governor.  The  major-generals  are  appointed  by  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprc- 
fentatives  ■,  each  houfe  having  a  negative  upon  the  other.  The  Lieutenant-governor 
muft  be  qualified  in  the  fame  manner,  and  is  to  be  elected  at  the  fame  time,  and  in 
the  fame  way  as  the  governor  himfelf.  He  is  by  his  office,  a  member  of  the  coun- 
cil. In  abfence  of  the  governor,  he  is  prefident  of  the  cotmcil  ;  but  in  that  capacity 
he  has  no  vote  as  a  counfellor.  All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney- general,  the  folici- 
tor-general,  all  fheriffs,  coroners,  and  all  regifters  of  probate,  are  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor, by  and  with  the  confent  of  his  council.  Judicial  officers,  unlefs  where  there' 
is  a  different  provifion  made  by  this  conflitution,  hold  their  offices,  during  good  behav- 
viour  ;  yet  the  governor,  by  advice  of  his  council,  may  remove  them  if  he  is  ad- 
drefl'ed  for  that  end,  by  both  houses  of  the  legifiature.  The  commiffion  of  a  juftice 
of  the  peace  becomes  void  to  the  term  offevtn  years,  from -its  date,  that  the  people- 
may  notfuffer  from  the  long  continuance  in  place  of  any  magi  Urate,  who  fhall  fail  in 
difcharging  the  important  duties  of  his  office. 

History.]  The  New- England  flates  are  fo  ir.fepr.rably  connected,  in  regard  to 
their  hiftory,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  compofe  a  narrative  refpeding  any  one  of  them, 
which  does  not,  in  a  great  meafure,  comprehend  the  hiftory  of  the  others.  They  were 
planted  about  the  very  fame  period,-  and  by  the  fame  fort  of  people.  In  the  European 
editions  of  this  work,  they  have  been  clafied  under  the  general  title  of  New-Eng- 
land. But  on  a  fubject  fo  interefting  to  an  American  reader,  it  was  necefiary  to  beas 
complete  as  pofiible  ;  and  we  have  therefore  treated  of  them  fepaiately.  Yet  with; 
regard  to  their  hiftory,  this  method,  as  we  haveobferved,  is  impracticable  ;  and  fince 
IVlafTachufetts,  including  the  colony  of  New-Plymouth,  annexed  to  it  in  1 69  j ,  was 
the  original  ftock  from  which  the  other  branches  of  population  have,  in  fome  degree 
fprung  •,  and  as  it  ftill  continues  to  be  t'ne  moft  important  ofthefe  provinces,  we  fhall, 
in  this  place,  give  a  concife  and  general  narrative  of  the  fettlement  and  fubfequent 
prcgrefs  of  New-England  down  to  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  which  ended  in  the-' 
year  1763. 

As  early  as  the  year  1606,  James  the  fiift  had  by  letters  patent  erected  two  compa'- 
ries,  with  a  power  to  fend  colonies  into  thofe  regions,  then  comprehended  under  the 
name  of  Virginia.  The  companies  contented  themfelves  with  fending  out  fome  flaps 
to  trade  with  the  Indians  for  their  furs,  and  to  fifth,  upen  their  eoaft.  This  continued 
to  be  the  only  kind  of  correfpondence  between  Britain  and  this  part  of  America,  till 
the  year  1620.  By  that  time,  the  religious  dilTentions,  by  which  England  was  torn  to 
pieces,  had  become  warm  and  furious.  ArchbifhopLaud  peifecuted  all  forts  of  non- 
conforming with  an  unrelenting  feverity.  Thefe  men,  on  the  other  hand,  were  ready 
to  fabmit  to  all  the  rigour  of  perfecution,  rather  than  give  up  their  religious  opinions, 
and  conform  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  which  they  confidered  as 
abufes  of  moft  dangerous  tendency.  There  was  no  quarter  of  the  world  into  which 
they  were  not  ready  to  fly,  in  order  to  obtain  liberty  of  confeience.  America  opened 
an  extenfive  field.  Thither  they  might  tranfport  themfelves,  and  eftablifh  whatever 
fort  of  religious  policy  they  preferred.  With  this  view,  anumbej  of  perfor.s  pur- 
ch.ifed  a  tract  of  territory,  which  was  within  the  jurfdiction  of  what  was  then  called 
the  Plymouth  company.  They  embarked  at  Plymouth  in  1620,  and  landed  at  a  place 
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.now  called  Province-  town  in  the  territory  of  Maflzchufetts,  in  the  hook  of  Cape- Cod, 
upon  the  1  ith  of  November  in  the  fame  year.    At  landing,  the  whole  party  confided 
cf  but  an  hundred  and  one  peifons.     They  had  fufFered  feverdy  during  their  voyage 
for  want  of  proper  provifbns.   The  foil  appeared  fandy  and  barren.   They  difpatched 
their  boat  in  quell:  of  a  more  agreeable  function  •,  and  on  the    31ft  of  December  fol- 
lowing, they  finally  fettled  forty-two  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Bofton,  a:  a  place  which  they 
called,   and  which  now  bears  the  name  of  Plymouth.   This  was  the  firft  town  founded 
in  New-England.   The  fituation  of  the  adventurers  was  diftrefling,and  their  profpecls 
difmal.   They  had  defigned  to  land  at  Hudfon's  river  ;   but  the  Dutch  having  as  it  is 
belieyed,  bribed  the  pilot,  he  carried  them  much  farther  to  the  northward.  They  were 
on  a  dangerous  and  unknown  more,    in  the  midft  of  a  fevere  winter.   They  were  fur- 
rounded  by  favag.es,   refufed  the  afSfftance  of  the  court  of  England,    without  a  patent, 
and  without  a  national  promife  of  a  peaceable  enjoyment  of  civil  or  religious  liberty. 
Yet  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm  fupplied  them  with  refources  to  furmount  every   form  of 
diftrefs  and  danger.   In  March,  1621,  three  months  after  their  landing  at  Plymouth, 
Mafaftbit  an  Indian  chief,  attended  by  /vxty  of  his  countrymen,  paid  a  vifit  to   the  new 
fettlers,  and  entered  into-  an  arm  cable  treaty  with  them.   It  was  ftipulated  on  each  fide, 
that  they  mould  avoid  mutual  injuries  ;  that  they  fhould  reftore  ftolen  goods,  deliver 
up  offenders,  aflift  each  other  in  juftifiable  wars,    and  endeavour  to  promote  a  fyftem 
of  peace  among  their  neighbours.   The  colonies  fet  a   laudable  example  of  political 
integiity.   They  had,  in  fome  of  their  excurfions,  difcovered   ten  bufhds  of  Indian 
corn,  which  was,  to  this  infant  people,  an  ineftimable  acquifition.     They  embraced  a 
future  opportunity  of  enquiring  for  its  owners,  to  whom  they  gave  a  fatisfactory  price 
for  the  grain.   Acting  on  thefe  principles  of  honour,  of  humanity,  and  of  wifdom,they 
reaped  the  natural  confequences  of  fuch  conduct.   Mafaftbit  and  his  fuccefTors  adhered, 
for  forty  years,  with  un violated  fidelity,  to  this  alliance.   The  citizens  of  the  new  fec- 
tlement  derived  numerous  advantages  from  the  friendfhip  of  this  American  monarch  ; 
and  his  name  continues  to  be  remembered  in  New-England  with  refpect  and  gratitude. 
In  March,  1624,  Mr.  Winftow,  an  agent  for  the  colony,   brought  over,    befides  a 
quantity  of  clothing,  a  bull  and  three  heifers.    Thefe  were  the  firft  cattle  of  that  kind 
ever  feen  in  New- England.   At  the  clofe  of  the  fame   year,    the  plantation    of  Ply- 
mouth confifted  of  an   hundred  and  eighty  perfons.     They  had  thirty  two  dwelling 
houfes,  a  few  cattle  and  goats,  and  a  tolerable  flock  of  hogs'and  poultry.   New  adven- 
turers, encouraged  by  their  example,  came  over  from  England.  By  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1630,  Salem,  Dorchefter,  Charlefton  and  Bofton,  were  founded.     Salem  was  the  firft 
fetdement  in  what  is  properly  termed  Maffichufetts  bay.   It  was  begun  in  1629.     In 
fpring,  1630,   a  confpiracy  was  formed  among  feveral  tribes  of  Indians,    who    began 
to  grow  jealous  of  their  new  neighbours.     The   plot  was  difcovered    and  fupprefled 
without  bloodftied.   The  moft  formidable  obftacles  to  the  profperity  of  the  new  fet- 
tlements,  arofe  from  the  rapacity   of  the  patentees,   who  involved   them  in   frequent 
difputes,  and  from  the  ferocious  fanaticifm  which  broke  ou>  among  themfeives.     Of 
this  dreadful  fpecies  of  folly,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  has  collected  large  details,  to  which  we 
fnuft  refer  the  reader.    Perfecution  arofe,    and  great  numbers  °of  people  were  driven 
out  of  MaiTachufetts.  Rhode-Ifland  owes  its  exiftence,  as  a  feparate  ftate.  entirely  to  this 
fpirit  of  perfecution  ;    and  Connecticut  and  New- Hampshire,   though  at  firft  fettled 
by  adventurers,  independent  of  Maffachufetts,  are,  in  a  great .  meafure,    to  be   confi- 
dered  as  branches  torn  from  that  colony.  The  defpotifm  of  Charles  the  firft,  and  of 
his  minifter  Laud,  multiplied  emigrations.   John  Hampden,   Oliver  Cromwell,   and 
fome  other  leaders  of  the  Puritan  party,   had  embarked  for  North-  America  ;    but 
they  were  denied,  by  the  couit,  a  licence  for  failing.      Many  thoufands,    however,  of 
duTenters  efcaped  from  their  infular  confinement  ■,  and  the  population  of  the  new  co- 
lonies advanced  with  rapidity.     A  few  fetches  of  their  manners  and  their  laws  will 
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not  be  unacceptable.  A  book,  printed  in  New-England,  in  1645,  defcribes  in  lively 
colours,  the  fentiments  of  fome  of  the  firft  fettlers  of  that  colony,  with  regard  to  to- 
leration, *'  To  authorize  an  untruth  by  toleration  oftheftate,  is  to  build  a  fence 
"  againft  the  walls  of  heaven,  to  batter  God  out  of  his  chair.  Perfecution  of  true  reli- 
"  gion,  and  toleration  of  falfe,  are  the  Jannes  and  Jambr'es  to  the  kingdom  of 
"  Chrift,  whereof  the  firft  is  by  far  the  worft.  He  that  is  willing  to  tolerate  any  un* 
*«  found  opinion,  that  his  own  may  be  tolerated,  though  never  fo  found,  will,  for 
"  need,  hang  God's  bible  at  the  devil's  girdle.  It  is  faid  that  men  ought  to  have  Ji- 
"  berty  of  confeience,  ar.d  it  is  perfecution  to  debar  them  of  it.  I  can  rather  ftand 
"  amazed  than  reply  to  this  •,  it  is  an  aftoniftiment,  that  the  brains  of  men  Shook!  be 
"  parboiled  in  fuch  impious  ignorance."* 

Rhode-  llland  was  at  firft  planted  by  fomeantinomian  exiles  from  Maflachufetts  on  % 
plan  of  entire  religious  liberty.  Votaries  of  every  feet  met  with  a  hofpitable  reception. 
Anabaptifts  and  quakers,the  latter  of  whom  firft  appeared  during  the  civil  wars  of  Eng- 
land, flocked  to  the  new  fettlement,  after  having  been  fined  and  barifhed  from  the 
old.  With  refpect  to  the  morals  of  the  people,  the  government  of  Maflachufetts  was 
remarkably  fevere.  A  man  who  ftruck  his  wife,  or  a  woman  who  Struck  her  huf- 
band,  was  liable  to  a  fine  often  pounds.  Adultery  with  a  married  woman  was  capiT 
tal  to  both  parties,  though  the  man  was  married  ;  and  feveral  haye  fuffered  death 
under  this  law.-f- 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  has  preferved  a  variety  of  curious  descriptions  which  mark  the  fe- 
vere manners  of  thefe  legislatures.  Among  others,  he  mentions  one  perfon,  who,  for 
a  very  indecent  oath,  was  condemned  to  ftand  half  an  hour,  with  his  tongue  in  a  cleft 
ftick.  The  drinking  of  healths  and  the  ufe  of  tobacco  were  forbidden,  becaufe  the  for- 
mer was,  it  feems,  an  idolatrous  practice,  derived  from  the  libations  of  Paganifm,  and 
the  latter  not  only  a  wafte  of  time,  but  a  fpecies  of  intoxication.  The  mode  of  drefs 
and  cut  of  the  hair  were  fubjt'Ct  to  State  regulations.  Women  were  forbidden  to  ex- 
pofe  their  arms  or  bofoms  to  view:  it  was  ordered  that  their  Sleeves  Should  reach 
down  to  their  wrift,  and  their  gowns  be  clofed  round  their  neck.  Men  were  oblig- 
ed to  cut  fhort  their  hair,-  that  they  might  not  refemble  women.  Perfons  not  worth 
two  hundred  pounds  were  not  allowed  to  wear  gold  or  filver  lace,  or  filk  hoods  or 
Scarfs.  Offences  againft  thefe  laws  were  prefentable  by  the  grand  jury  ;  and  thofe  who 
drefled  above  their  rank,  were  to  be  aflefled  accordingly.  Wigs  did  not  become  fa- 
shionable, till  about  the  time  of  the  revolution  in  i688~.  Many  religious  fcruples  were 
even  then  entertained,  as  to  the  practice  of  wearing  them.  The  importation  of  negroes 
was  looked  upon  with  indignation,  for  a  long  time  after  the  eftablifhent  of  the  colo- 
ny -,  nor  is  it  known  at  what  period  they  firft  began  to  permit  thisfavage  traffic. 

We  have  thrown  together,in  this  place, thefe  particulars,  as  marking  more  distinctly 
than  any  general  obfervations,  the  peculiar  character  of  the  firft  founders  of  the  colony 
of  New  England,  and  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived.  We  now  return  to  a  fhort  nar- 
rative of  their  progrefs,  as  a  political  body.  In  1 640,  the  English  parliament  had  put 
an  end  to  the  perfecution  of  the  puritans.  Nothing  but  violence  could  have  driven 
the  firft  fettlers  of  New-England  from  their  country,  and  when  that  violence  ceafed, 
there  was  no  longer  an  importation  of  fettlers  to  North- America.  It  was  not  then  re- 
garded as  a  requifite  afylum,  and  fome  of  its  former  benefactors,  with  the  moft  felfifh 
and  abfurd  policy,    attempted  to  fedrce  its  new  inhabitants  to  return  to  Europe. 

In  1643,  Maflachufetts,  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  and  New-Haven,  entered  into  an 
alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive.  Under  Maffachufetts,New-Hampfhire  was  then  com- 
prehended, having  been  taken  into  its  protection  two  years  before.  New-Haven  hath 
imce  been  included  in  Connecticut,  as  the  colony  of  Plymouth  was,  in  the  year  1692, 

*  Belknap's  history  of  New-Hampshire,  vol.  1,  p.  88.  \  Hutchjnjon's  history,  vol.  1,  p.  441. 
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in  that  of  Maflachufetts.  Main  continued  independent  till  1652.  Rhode  Ifland,  as  a 
rendezvous  for  heretics  of  every  defcripfion,  was  refufed  admittance  into  this  confe- 
deracy by  Maflachufetts.  In  1644,  difturbances  arcfe  between  fome  inhabitants  of 
Main,  and  a  party  of  the  French  fettlers  in  Nova  Scotia.  This  quarrel  was  amicably 
adjufted  by  the  government  of  New-England  ;  from  which  it  appears,  that  though 
Main  was  not  a  member  of  the  alliance  of  the  Engiifh  colonies,  it  was  at  leaft  consider- 
ed as  under  their  protection.  We  pafs  over  fome  domeftic  quarrels  among  the  Indians, 
which  were  compofed  by  the  interference  of  the  New-England  ftates.  In  1648,  Mar- 
garet Jones,  of  Charleftown,was  executed  as  a  witch.  In  1650,8  difpute,of  long  ftand- 
ing,between  the  Dutch  at  New- York,  and  the  colony  of  New-Haven, was  terminated. 
In  1652.  the  colony  of  Main  was  converted  into  a  county  by  the  name  of  York  (hi  re. 
In  October,  1631,  hoftilities  had  broke  out  in  Europe  between  Holland  and  England. 
The  colonifts  of  the  two  nations  remained  in  profound  peace  for  about  eighteen 
months  •,  but  in  April,  1653,  an  a'arm  fpread  in  New-England, that  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor at  Manhadoes*,  was  foliating  the  Indians  to  maflacre  the  Englifli  fetlers.  The 
united  colonies  of  Maflachufetts,  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  and  New-Haven,  refolved 
to  raife  an  army  of  five  hundred  men.  They  requefted  the  protection  of  Cromwell ; 
and  in  confequence  of  their  application,  an  armament  from  England  arrived,  about 
the  end  of  May,  1654,  in  the  harbour  of Bofton.  But  a  peace  whith  Holland  having 
been  concluded  on  the  5th  of  April  preceding,  the  expedition  againft  Manhadoes  was 
of  courfelaid  afide.  Upon  this  the  Englifli  commander  attacked  the  French  in  Penob- 
fcot,  Saint  John's  and  fome  other  fettlements  upon  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  North- 
America.  He  diflodged  themalmoft  without  refiftance,  and  without  even  a  pretence 
of  provocation  •,  for  the  two  nations  were  at' that  time  in  a  flate  of  peace.  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  has,  however,  informed  us,  that  the  Englifh  had  good  right  to  the  country.  Crom- 
well refufed  to  give  it  up  again.  It  was  reftored  by  the  treaty  of  Breda.  The  2cuh  of 
September,  1654,  was  a  day  of  thankfgiving  in  Maflachufetts,  for  the  peace  with  Hol- 
land, and  "  the  hopeful  eftablifhment  of  government  in  England.  In  1054,  a  fruitlefs 
expedition  was  attempted  againft  the  Narraganfet  Indians.  In  1655,  Mrs.  Ann  Hib- 
bins  was  executed  for  witchcraft.  Cromwell,  having  about  this  time  ■  conquered  Ire- 
land, attempted  to  feduce  the  New-Englanders  to  remove  to  that  ifland,  but  in  vain. 
When  he  feized  on  Jamaica,  he  renewed  his  propofal,  in  favour  of  that  colony. 
A  few  perfons  accepted  of  his  invitation.  In  1556,  the  perfecution  commenced  againft 
the  quakers,  and  continued  till  about  the  end  of  the  year  1661.  At  that  time,  an  or- 
der arrived  from  Charles  the  fecond,  to  put  an  end  to  it.  Btfore  it  came  from  Eng- 
land, the  quakers  had  been  difcharged  from  prifon,  and  fent  out  of  the  colony.  Upon 
the  reftoration  of  Charles  Stuart,  the  New-Englanders  founa  but  little  difficultv  in  re- 
conciling themfelves  to  the  crown.  In  1664,  Manhadoes  was  reduced,  which  put  an 
end  to  thealarms  of  the  New-England  colonies  from  that  quarter.  In  1699,  a  perfecu- 
tion was  begun  againft  the  Anabaptifts.  Some  were  imprifoned  and  banifhed.  Severity 
augmented  the  number  of  converts  ;  and  it  was  in  the  end  found  advifeable  toceafe 
from  further  proceedings.  About  this  time,commiflioners  were  dilpatchcd  from  Eng- 
land to  examine  into  the  political  conduct  of  the  colonifts.  They  gave  much  trouble 
to  the  country, and  left  affairs  as  they  found  them.  A  detail  of  the  circumftances  could 
hardly  intereft  a  reader  of  the  prefent  age.  The  people  of  the  province  of  Main,  at 
the  inftigation  of  thefe  commiflioners,  withdrew  themfelves  from  the  jurifdiction  of 
Maflachufetts, but  foon  after  re-aflumed  their  former  Situation.  At  the  firft  fettlement 
of  the  colony, the  Indians  had  behaved  with  friendfhip.  As  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  they 
gradually  became  jealous  of  their  new  neighbours.  Some  of  the  more-diftant  tribes 
had  committed  murders  on  the  colonifts,  but  there  had  uniformly  been  preferved  a 
peace  with  the  fubjects  of  Mafaflbit.  This  tranquillity  came  now  to  an  end.  When  the 

*  The  ancient  name  of  New-York. 
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EogKfti  fettleis  finl  landed  In  MafTachufetts,  they  had  perfuaded  fome  of  the  fachems 
to  fubfcribe  a  paper,  in  which  they  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be  fubjects  of  James 
the  firft.  By  degrees  they  aiTumec  a  jurifdiclion  over  thefepeople,  who  having  at  length 
acquired  a  proper  fenfe  of  their  Situation,  became  i:neafy,  and  jealous  of  their  neigh- 
bours. They  had  learned  the  ufe  of  fire-arrrs,  in  fpite  of  laws  prohibiting  the  fale  of 
guns  or  ammunition  to  them.  After  having  been  long  on  the  point  of  a  rupture,  the 
two  nations  came  at  lergth  to  an  open  war.  This  happened  in  1675.  Philip,  the  fon 
of  MafaiToit,  w;;s  corfidered  as  the  author  of  this  ccnteft,  which  has  been  called,  af- 
ter his  name,  Philip's  war.  Many  defperate  engagements  were  fought.  Many  exam- 
pies  were  exhibited  of  the  soft  heroic  courage,  and  the  molt  favage  cruelty.  Philip, 
on  the  12th  of  Angnft,  1076,  was  killed  ;  and.  his  death  pur  an  end  to  the  war.  A 
great  part  of  the  Indians  were  extirpated.  Others,  who  had  been  guilty  of  murders, 
were  executed.   Some  were  fold  for  Slaves  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

While  the  colony  was  contending  for  its  existence,  Gorges  and  Mafon  claiming 
right  from  fomeof  the  original  pa:;:  tees,  lodged  a  complaint  in  England  againft  the 
ftateof  MafTachufetts,  about  the  extent  of  the  patent  line.  The  province  of  Main 
was  confirmed  to  Gorges  and  his  heirs,  both  as  to  foil  and  government.  The  people 
of  Maflachufetts  purchafed  this  right  and  intereft  for  twelve  hundred  pounds  fter- 
ling  ;  a  proceeding  that  gave  offence  to  the  crown.  Mafon  likewife  obtained  a  fa- 
vcmableftttlemeirt  of  his  boundaries.  In  1686,  the  charter  of  MafTachufetts  was 
diflblved  by  the  crown  upon  very  frivolous  pretences.  A  new  administration  was  ap- 
pointed,  jmd  exhorbitantoppre'ffions  were  multiplied.  In  16S8,  the  Indians,  upon  the 
iers,  renewed  their  hostilities.  A  variety  of  profecutions  were  commenced 
s.faffected  to  English  defpotifm.  A  man,  in  the  fpring  of  1689,  came 
from  \  irginia  with  a  printed  copy  of  the  declaration  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  For 
:  !ig  this  paper  with  him,  he  was  imprifoned,  and  two  tlioufand  pounds  were 
:dforiail.  A  proclamation  v. as  published,  commanding  all  people  to  be  in 
tnefs  to  op;o(e  any  force,  which  the  prince  o'  Orange  nrght  fend  into  that  part 
orthewcrld.  Infread  of  obeying  this  injunction,  the  colony  rofe  in  arms,  and  feized 
the  new  governor,  v. ho  had  been  appointed  by  James  the  fecor.d,  with  about  fifty  of 
the  moft  active aflbciates  Of  his  administration.  1  he  former  officers  of  government 
were  refiored  to  their  places.  On  the  20th  of  May  following,  a  velTel  arrived  from 
that  country,  with  intelligence,  that  William  and  Mary  had  been  proclaimed  fuccef- 
fors  to  the  exiled  king.  The  revolution  gave  univerfal  fatisfaction.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Indians,  mitigated  by  tha  French,  committed  a  variety  of  maiTacres  on  the  fron- 
tiers. In  i€(jo,  a  fleet  was  dilpatched  from  New-England,  to  attack  the  French  fettle- 
rr.er.ts  at  Port- Royal.  An  attempt  was  likewife  made  upon  Quebec,  but  failed.  On 
tr.e  urh  of  May  it 92,  a  new  governor  arrived  from  England,  with  a  charter,  by 
which  the  united  colonies  of  Plymouth  and  MafTachufetts were  finally  governed  till 
the  revolution. 

About  this  time  were  carried  on  the  (hocking  perfections  of  witches  in  New-Eng- 
Jand.  Several  perfors.  moftly  women,  were  executed  for  this  imaginary  crime.  There 
were  inftances  of  children  accufing  their  parents,  and  others  of  parents  accusing  their 
children.  Oneperfon  refuted  to  plead,  and  was  prelTed  to  death.  Itis  painful  to  en- 
large upon  a  tranfaftion,  that,  in  every  point  of  view,  reflects  fo  much  difgrace  up- 
on human  nature.  The  phrenzy  was  too  violent  to  be  of  long  duration.  It  fubfided 
in  thecourfe  of  a  fe-v  months,  and  the  perfecutcrs  became  heartily  afhamed  of  the 
bufinefs.  The  war  between  the  colonies  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  French  and  Indians 
on  the  other,  continued  till  the  peace  of  Rytwick,  which  was  proclaimed  in  Bofton 
upon  the  10th  cf  December,  1697.  The  war  with  the  Indians  did  not  ceafe  for 
iome  time  after.  They  were  inft'igsted  by  the  French  to  perfift  in  hostilities.  During 
tnewarofthe  Spanish  fikceffion,  the  provinces  of  MafTachufetts  and  New-Hamp- 
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fhire  were  plunged  into  frefh  hoftilities  with   the  French  and  Indians  ;  but  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode  I  (land  were  covered,  bythe  fituation  of  Maflachufetts  ,  from  the    ra- 
vages of  this  war.   The  French  and  Indian  war  terminated  in    1713,.  by  the  peace   of 
Utrecht.   Mr.   Hutch infon  obferves,    that    although    the   inhabitants  of   the  colonies 
have,   in  general   doubled   their   numbers   in  twenty-five  years  at   mod,  yet  the  in- 
creafeof  population  in   Maflachufetts    and  New-Hampfhire,   advanced  in  no  propor- 
tion to  that  of  the  reft.      In   1713,  as  the  fame  writer  informs  us,  the  inhabitants  of 
Maflachufetts  did   not   extend  to   twice  the  number,  that   the   feveral   colonies    of 
which  it  was  formed,   contained   fifty  years    before.     During  this  period,  there  was 
no  remarkable  emigration  to  other   provinces.      Lands    were  both  cheap  and  plenty. 
Thereafon  for  the  inferior  increafe  of  inhabitants  in   New-Hampfhire  and  Maflachu- 
fetts,  muft  have  been   the  conftant  ftate  of  war  to  whieh  they  were  fubjected.   From 
the  year  1675,  when  the  war  with  Philip  began,  to  1713,    five   or   fix  thoufandof  the 
youth  Qf  the  country  had  perifhed  by  the  enemy,  or  by  diftempers    contracted  in   the 
military   fervice.     In  1720,  a  difpute  arofe  between  Shute,  governor  of  the    province, 
and  the  houfe  of  aflembly.    An  Indian  war  broke  out.  In  1721,   the  fmall-pox  was  in- 
troduced  into    Bofton.      A   phyfician    attempted   to  practife  inoculation,  and  he  met 
with  moft  violent  opposition.  He  began  with  his  own  children  and  fervants.   Ignorant 
people  were  of  opinion,  that   if  any  of  his    patients  happened  to  die,  he  ought  to  be 
profecuted  for  murder.     Doctor  Mather,  one  of  the  miniiters  of   Bolton,    patronized 
the  new  plan.   He  w  as  vilified  in   pamphlets.    His  nephew,  another  clergvman,  had 
been  privately  inoculated  in   the  houfe  of  Dr.     Mather,  in  Bofton.    A  villain,  about 
three  o'clock  one  morning,  fet  fire  to  the  fuzee  of  a  granado   fhell,    filled  with  com- 
buftible  materials,  and   caft   it  into  the    window  of  the    chamber  where  the  fick  man 
was  lodged.     Fortunately  the  fnell  did  not  burft:     A  fcurrillous    and  menacing' paper 
was  faftened  to  it.   The  fuperior  advantages  of  inoculation  were  demonftrated  by  the 
lives  which  it  laved.  Doctor  Douglas,   a  phyfician,  who  was   at    the   head  of  its  op- 
pofers,  acknowledged  that  only  one  perfon  in  fourteen  died.     The  friends  of  this  prac- 
tice infifted,  (hat  not  more' than  one  in   fsventy   or    eightv   of  the  perfons  who  were 
inoculated,  loft  their  lives.      The  Indian   war  continued  Yor    feveral  years.      At  J 
in  1725.  a  peace  was  agreed  to.   A  variety  of  domeftic  tranfactions    occurred,   confut- 
ing chiefly    of  difputes  with  the  governor   reflecting  the    privileges   of  the  province. 
When  the  war  of  1741    broke  out   with    France.it   became  an  object  with  the  people 
in   New-England  to  reduce  the  city  of  LouifDurg,    which  was  accomplifhed    in  1745. 
The  principal   fleet  failed   from   Nantafket    road,   the    24th   of  March  and   arrived 
is  the  bay  of  Canfo  upon  the  4th  of  April.     The  Maflachufetts  land  forces  confiited 
of  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and   fifty    men,   exclufive  of  commifiioned    officers. 
The  New-Hampfhire  forces,  three  hundred  and  four  men,  including  officers,  arrived 
four  days  fooner.   Thofe  of  Connecticut,   five  hundred   and 'fixteen  men,   officers  in- 
cluded,  did  not  arrive  till  the  25th.   The  troops  from   Rhode- Iflar.d  did  not   come 
•forward  till  after  the  place  had  furrendered.   They  were  only  three   hundred  men.   A 
block  houfe  with  eight  cannon,  was  built  at  Canfo.  About  the    23d   of  April,  fome 
Britifh  fhipsof  war  likewile  arrived.   The  army  landed  in  Chapeaurouge  bay,  on  the 
30th  of  April.   The  tranfports  were  difcovered  early  in  the  morning,  from   the  town, 
which  was  the  firft  information  that  the  French  had  of  any  defign  againft   them.   An 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  who  attempted  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the  troops,  were  re- 
pulfed.     After  a  few  other  engagements,  fome  additional  frnps  of  war  arrived  on  the 
22d  of  May.   On  the  :7th  of  June,   the  city  was  -delivered  up.  The  fiege    lafted  forty- 
nine  days.   The  American  troops  fufFered  ieverely  by   colds    and   dyfenteries.  A   mif- 
underftanding   arofe   between  the    Britifh  and    American   officers,  but  was  peaceably 
terminated.  No  other  action  happened  of  much  importance.    In  1749,   the   war    was 
fortunately  ended. 
The  erents,  of  the  war  of  j 755,   have  been  related  under  a  different  head,  as  alio 
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thofe  of  the  war  in  1775,  which  eftablifhed  the  independence  of  this  country.  On 
every  occafion,  where  exertions  were  required,  Maflachufetts  has  fuftained  a  diftin- 
guiftied  part  in  the  hiftory  of  the  united  ftates  ;  and  deferves,  indeed  with  peculiar 
juftice,  to  be  termed  the  cradle  of  American  liberty. 

An  infurreclion  took  place  in  this  ftate  in  the  year  1786.  It  was  fupprefled  without 
much  difficulty.  The  ringleaders  were  convicted,  but    pardoned  by  government. 


RHODE-ISLAND,  and  PROVIDENCE  PLANTATIONS. 

Situation  and  Extent. 


Miles. 
Length,  46  "j 

Greateft  breadth, 40  J 


between 


f   3°    11" 
[41°   ^7.' 


Sq 

.  Miles 

and 

4° 

E.  long. 

1 

and 

42  <J 

2"N.lat. 

1  l3oc 

Boundaries.]  T)OUNDED  north  and  eaft,  by  the  common'  wealth  of  Maflachu- 
±jfstts  ;  fouth,  by  the  Atlantic  ;  weft,  by  Connecticut.  Thefe  li- 
mits comprehend  what  is  called  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations. 

Civil  divisions  and  population. ]This  ftate  is  divided  into  five  counties,  which  are 
fubdivided  into  thirty  townfhips,  as  follows  : 


Countries. 


Towns. 


Newport 


Providence 


Wafhington 


Briftol 


Kent 


4 


f  iVewport  -   -  -    .  - 

IPortfmouth   -   -  -  . 
New-Shoreham 

^  Jamestown  .... 
Middlelown  .... 
Tivertown  .... 
i^Liule  Compton  -  . 
"Providence  .... 
Smithfield  -  -  -  . 
Scituate  ..... 
Gloucefter  .... 
Cumberland  -  -  - 
Cranfton  .... 
Johnfton  ..... 
North-Providence  - 

Fofter ■-  - 

Wefterly 

North-Kingfton  -  - 

South- Kingfton   -  - 

4.  Charleflon    -   -   .    - 

I  Exeter  -..._. 

I  Richmond    .    .  .   . 

J  Hopkinton   -    -    -  . 

f  Briftol 

■{  Warren 

^Barrington  -  -  -  - 
Warwick  -  .  -  - 
Ea ft- Greenwich  -  - 
Weft- Greenwich  - 
Coventry      .     -     - 


Inhab. 

Slav.  | 

No.  in  each  Co- 

6716 

223 

1 

1560 

J? 

j 

682 

47 

1 

5°7 

16 

>      M.3°o 

840. 

»5 

2453 

25 

1542 

23 

J 

6380 

48 

1 

3'7' 

5 

23'5 

b 

4025 

1 

j  964 

>      24.39i 

1877 

10 

1320 

3 

1071 

6 

2268 

4 

J 

2298 

10 

1 

2907 

96 

4,3» 

17,5 

2022 

12 

>      18,075 

2495 

371 

1760 

£ 

2462 

7 

J 

1406 

64 

\ 

1 122 

22 

y  3.2" 

683 

12 

J 

2493 

3,5 

] 

1824 

'3 

>  8,848 

2°54 

10 

1 

2477  / 

5 

J 

Total.  Five. 


Thirty 


1    67877  |  948  I  68,325 


Whites. 

Blacks. 

*5>35* 

2,633 

*9>755 

4,373 

35,939 

4,697 

54,435 

5,^43 

48,538 

3^6i 

67,877 

948 
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The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Rhode-Ifhnd  and  Providence  Plantations  was  in  the 
year, 

'730, 

]748,   

1761,   .... 

1774, 

*783,   

179°. 

Bays,  harbours,  and  islands. ~\  Narraganfet  Bay  lies  between  the  main  land,  on 
(he  eaft  and  weft.  It  embofoms  many  fertile  iflands,  the  principal  of  which  are 
Rhode-Ifhnd,  Canonnicut,   Prudence,  Patience,  Hope,  Dyer's,  and  Hog  iflands. 

The  harbours  are  Newport,  Providence,  Wickford,  Patuxet,  Warren,  and  Briftol. 

Rhode-Ifland,  from  which  the  ftate  takes  half  its  name,  is  thirteen  miles  in  length  ; 
its  average  breadth  is  about  four  miles.  It  is  divided  into  three  townfhips,  Newport, 
Portfmouth,  and  Middletown.  This  ifland,  in  point  of  foil,  climate,  and  fituarion, 
may  be  ranked  among  thefineft  and  moft  charming  in  the  world.  In  this  mod  flou- 
rifhing  ftate,  it  was  called,  by  travellers,  the  Eden  of  America.  But  the  change  which 
the  ravages  of  war,  and  a  decreafe  of  bufinefs  have  effected,  is  great  and  melancholy. 
"The  farming  intereft  fuffered  far  lefs  injury,  than  the  commercial  city  of  Newport, 
and  has  nearly  recovered  its  former  ftate.  Between  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  fheep 
are  fed  on  this  ifland,  befides  neat  cattle  and  horfes. 

Canonnicut- Ifland  lies  weft  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  is  eight  miles  in  length,  and 
about  one  mile  in  breadth. 

Block  Ifland,  called  by  the  Indians  Minifies,  is  twenty-one  miles  S.  S.  W.  from 
Newport,  and  is  the  fouthernmoft  land  belonging  to  the  ftate. 

Prudence  Ifland  is  fix  or  kven  miles  long.  It  lies  north  of  Canonnicut,  and  is  a 
part  of  the  townfhip  of  Portfmouth. 

Rivers.]  Providence  and  Taunton  rivers  both  fall  into  Narraganfet  Bay,  the  for- 
mer on  the  weft,  the  latter  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Rhode-Ifland.  Providence  river  rifes 
partly  in  MafTachufetts,  and  is  navigable  as  far  as  Providence,  for  mips  of  nine  hun- 
dred tons,  thirty  miles  from  the  fea.  Taunton  river  is  navigable  for  fmall  vefTels  to 
Taunton.      Common  tides  rife  about  four  ftet. 

Fall  river  is  fmall,  rifing  in  Freetown  and  patting  through  Tivertown.  The  line 
between  the  Hates  of  MafTachufetts  and  Rhode-Ifland,  partes  Fall  river  bridge.  Pa- 
tuxet river  rifes  in  Mafhapog  Pond,  and,  five  miles  below  Providence,  empties  into 
Narraganfet  Bay.  Pawtucket  river  empties  into  Seekhonck  river,  four  miles  N.  N.  E. 
from  Providence,  over  which  is  a  bridge,  on  the  poft  road  to  Bofton,  and  forty 
miles  from  thence.  The  confluent  ftream  empties  into  Providence  river,  about  a  mile 
below  Wa-  boflett,  or  the  Great  Bridge.  Nafpatucket  river  falls  into  the  bay  about 
one  and  an  half  mile  N.  W.  of  WaybofTett  bridge.  Moftuflbck  river  falls  into  the 
fame  bay,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  the  bridge.  Thefe  rivers,  united,  form 
Providence  river,  which,  a  few  miles  below  the  town,  receives  the  name  of  Narra- 
ga-ifet  Bay,  and  affords  fine  fifh,  oyfters  and  lobfters  in  great  plenty. 

CttMATE.]  Rhode-Ifland  is  as  healthful  a  country  as  any  part  of  North-America. 
The  winter,  m  the  maritime  parts  of  the  ftate,  are  milder  than  in  the  inland  coun- 
try ;  the  air  being  foftenea  by  a  fea  vapour,  which  alfb  enriches  the  foil.  The  fum- 
mers  are  delightful,  efpecially  on  Rhode  Ifland,  where  the  extreme  heats,  which  pre- 
vail in  other  parts  of  America,  are  allayed  by  cool  and  refrefhing  breezes  from  the  fea, 

Fish]  In  the  river^  and  bays  is  plenty  of  fheeps-head,  black  fifh,  herring,  fhad, 
lobfters,  oyfters  and  clams ;  and  around  the  fhores  of  Rhode-Ifland,  befides  thofeal* 
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ready  mentioned,  are  cod,  halibut,  mackerel,  baft,  haddock,  &c.  &c.  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  feventy  different  kinds.     Newport  furnifhes  as  good  a  fifti  market  as  in 

the  world.  ,  ,     n 

Religion  ]  The  baptifts  are  the  moft  numerous  of  any  denomination  in  the  ftate. 
Thefe,  as  well  as  the  other  baptifts  in  New-England,  are  principally  u,pon  the  calvinif- 
tic  plan  as  to  doctrines,  and  independents  in  regard  to  church  government.  There  are, 
however,  fome  who  profefs  the  arminian  tenets,  and  are  called  arminian  baptifts. 
Others  obferve  the  Jewifti  or  Saturday  fabbath,  from  a  perfuafion  that  it  was  one  of 
the  ten  commandments,  which  they  plead  are  all  in  their  nature  moral,  and  were  ne- 
ver abrogated  in  the  new  teftament,  and  muft  at  leaft  be  deemed  of  equal  validity 
for  public  worfhip  as  any  day  particularly  fct  apart  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles. 
Thefe  are  called  fabbatarians,  or  feventh-day  baptifts.  There  are  others  who  are  cal- 
.fed  feparate  baptifts. 

The  other  religious  denominations  in  Rhode-Ifland  are  congregationalifts,  friends, 
or  quakers,  epifcopalians,  moravians,  and  Jews.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  a  confiderable 
nup^ber  of  people  who  cax  be  reduced  to  no  particular  denomination. 

Literature.]  The  literature  of  this  ftate  is  confined  principally  to  the  towns  of 
Newport  and  Providence.  There  are  men  of  learning  and  abilities  fcattered  through 
other  towns,  but  they  are  rare. 

At  Providence,  is  Rhode-Ifland  college.  The  charter  for  founding  this  feminary  of 
learning,  was  granted  by  the  general  affembly  of  the  ftate,  by  the  name  of  the 
"  Truftees  and  Fellows  of  the  college  or  univerfity,  in  the  Englifh  colony  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  "f  in  1764,  in  conftquence  of  the  petition  of  a 
large  number  of  the  moft  refpectable  characters  in  the  ftate.  By  the  charter,  the  cor- 
poration of  the  college  confitts  of  two  feparate  branches,  with  diftinct,  feparate,  and 
refpective  powers.  The  number  of  truftees  is  thirty-fix,  of  whom  twenty-two  are  of 
the  denomination  called  baptifts,  five  of  the  denomination  of  friends,  five  episcopali- 
ans, and  four  congregationalifts.  The  fame  proportion  of  the  different  denominations 
to  continue  inperpetuum.  The  number  of  the  fellows  (including  the  prefident,  who  is 
a  fellow,  ex  officio)  is  twelve,  of  whom  eight  are  baptifts,  the  others  chofen  indifcrimi- 
nately  from  any  denomination. 

This  inftitution  was  firft  founded  at  Warren,  in  the  county  of  Briftol,  and  the  firft 
commencement  held  thete  in  1769. 

In  the  year  1770,  the  college  was  removed  to  Providence,  where  a  large,  elegant 
building  was  erected  for  its  accommodation,  by  the  generous  donations  of  individuals, 
moftly  from  that  town.  It  is  fituated  on  a  hill  to  the  eaft  of  the  town  ;  and  while  its 
elevated  fituation  renders  it  delightful,  by  commanding  an  extenfive,  variegated  prof- 
pect,  it  furnifhes  it  with  a  pure,  falubrious  air.  It  is  now  in  a  flourifning  ftate,  and 
contains  upwards  of  fixty  ftudents.  The  edifice  is  of  brick,  four  ftories  high,  150  feet 
long,  and  46  wide  with  a  projection  of  10  feet  each  fide.  It  has  an  entry  lengthwife, 
■with  rooms  on  each  fide.  There  are  forty-eight  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  ftu- 
dents, and  eight  large  ones  for  pvblic  ufes.  The  roof  is  covered  with  flate. 

This  inftitution  is  under  the  inftruction  of  a  prefident,  a  profeffor  of  divinity,  a  pro- 
feflbr  of  natural  and  experimental  philofophy,  a  profeffor  of  mathematicks  and  aftrono- 
tny,  a  profeffor  of  natural  hiftory,  and  three  tutors.  The  inftitution  has  a  library  of 
bttween  two  and  three  thoufand  volumes,  and  a  valuable  philofophical  apparatus. 
Nearly  all  the  funds  of  the  college  are  at  intereft  in  the  treafury  of  the  ftate,  and  a- 
mount  to  almoft  two  thoufand  pounds. 

t  This  name  to  be  altered,  when  any  generous  benelaftor  arifes,  who,  by  his  liberal  donation, 
fliall  entitle  himfelf  to  the  honor  of  giving  the  college  a  name. 
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At  Newport  there  is  a  flourifhing  academy,  under  the  dire<5tion  of  a  rector  and  tu- 
tors, who  teach  the  learned  languages,  Euglifh  grammar,   geography,  &c. 

Societies.]  A  marine  fociety  was  eftablifhed  at  Newport  in  1752,  for  the  purpofe 
of  relieving  diftreffed  widows  and  orphans  of  maritime  brethren,  and  fuch  of  their 
fociety  as  may  need  affiftance. 

The  Providence  Society  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  flavery,  for  the  relief  of 
perfons  unlawfully  held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the  condition  of  the  African 
race,  commenced  in  1789,  and  was  incorporated  the  year  following.  It  confiftsof  up- 
wards of  one  hundred^and  fifty  members,  part  of  whom  belong  to  the  ftate  of  Mafla- 
chafetts. 

Mountain.]  In  the  town  of  Briftol  is  Mount  Hope,  or  as  fome  call  it.  Mount  Haup, 
which  is  remarkable  only  for  its  having  been  the  feat  of  King  Philip,  and  the  place 
wh«;re  he  was  killed. 

Bridges.]  The  great  bridge,  in  the  town  of  Providence,  formerly  called  Way- 
boffett,  from  a  high  hill  of  that  name,  which  flood  near  the  weft  end  of  the  bridge,  but 
which  is  now  removed,  and  its  bafe  built  upon,  is  the  chief  bridge  in  the  ftate.  1 t  is  1 60 
feet  long  and  23  feet  wide,  fupported  by  two  wooden  truflels,  and  two  (tone  pillars. 
It  unites  the  eaftern  and  weftern  parts  of  the  town,  and  is  a  place  of  refort  in  fummer, 
affording  a  pleafant  profpect  of  all  veffcls  entering  and  leaving  the  harbour.  This  is, 
not  a  toll  bridge. 

The  bridge  over  Patucket  falls,  ts  a  work  of  confiderable  magnitude  and  much  in- 
genuity. 

Soil  and  Productions.]  The  ftate  generally  fpeaking  is  more  adapted  for  pas- 
ture than  for  grain.  It,  however,  produces  corn,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  in  fome  parts; 
wheat  fufficient  for  home  confumption,  and  the  various  kinds  of  graffes,  fruits,  and 
culinary  roots  and  plants  in  great  abundance,  and  in  good  perfection  ,  cider  is  made 
f6r  exportation.  The  northern  parts  of  the  ftate  are  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  are 
more  rocky  and  barren  than  the  reft.  The  tract  of  country  lying  between  South  King- 
fton  and  the  Connecticut  line,  called  the  Narraganfet  country,  is  excellent  grazing 
land,  and  is  inhabited  by  a  number  of  wealthy  farmers,  who  raife  fome  of  the  fineft 
neat  cattle  in  New-England,  weighing  from  fixteen  to  eighteen  hundred  weight. 
They  keep  large  dairies,  and  make  butter  and  cheefe  of  the  beft  quality,  and  in  large 
quantities  for  exportation.  Narraganfet  has  been  famed  for  an  excellent  breed  of  pa- 
cing horfes,  remarkable  for  their  fpeed,  and  hardinefs  for  enduring  the  fatigues  of  a 
journey  ,  this  breed  of  horfes  has  much  depreciated  of  late,  the  beft  mares  having 
been  purchafed  by  people  from  the  weftward. 

Trade.]  Before  the  war,  the  merchants  in  Rhode- Ifland  imported  from  Britain, 
dry  goods— .fron)  Africa,  flaves — from  the  Weft-Indies,  fugars,  coffee  and  molaffes — • 
and  from  the  neighbouring  colonies,  lumber  and  provifions.  With  the  bills  which 
they  obtained,  in  Surrinam  and  other  Dutch  Weft- India  iflands,  they  paid  their  mer- 
chants in  England  ;  their  fugars  they  carried  to  Holland  ;  the  flaves  from  Africa,  they 
carried  to  the  Weft-Indies,  together  with  the  lumber  and  provisions  procured  from 
their  neighbours  ;  the  ruin  diftilled  from  the  molaffes,  was  carried  to  Africa  to  pur- 
chafe  negroes;  with  their  dry  goods  from  England  they  trafficked  with  their  neighbour- 
ing colonies.  By  this  kind  of  circuitous  commerce,  they  fubfifted  and  grew  rich.  But 
the  war,  and  fome  other  events,  have  had  a  great,  and  in  moftrefpects,  an  injurious  ef- 
fect upon  the  trade  of  this  ftate.  The  flave  trade,  which  was  a  fource  of  wealth  to 
many  of  the  people  in  Newport  and  in  other  parts  of  the  ftate,  has  happily  been  abo« 
liflied.  The  legiflature  have  paffed  a  law  prohibiting  fhips  from  going  to  Africa  for 
flaves,  and  felling  them  in  the  Weft- India  iflands  ;  and  the  oath  of  one  feaman,  belong- 
ing to  the  fliip,  is  fufficient  evidence  of  the  fad.  The  town  of  Briftol  carries  on  a  con- 
fiderable trade  to  Africa,  the  Weftrlndies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 
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But  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  the  commerce  of  this  ftate  is  at  prefent  carried  on  by 

the  inhabitants  of  the  flourishing  town  of  Providence.    In  June  1791,  there  were  be* 

longing  to  this  port,  Tons. 

11     Ships     containing,             -              -  3>°69 

25     Brigs,               -              -                  -  4,266 

1      Snow,               -               -               -  141 

1     Po'acre,                   -                   -  101 

25     Schooners,                 -                  -  1,920 

56     Sbops,                  -                  -    .  3>°47 

Total  129  fail,  containing  *i>94i 

The  prefent  exports  from  the  ftate  are  flax-feed,  lumber,  horfes,  cattle,  beef,  pork? 
fifh,  poultry,  onions,  butter,  cheefe,  barley,  grain,  fpirits,  and  cotton  and  linen  goods. 
The  imports  confilt  of  European  and  Eaft  and  Wt ft  India  goods,  and  log- wood  from 
the  bay  of  Honduras.  Upwards  of  fix  hundred  veffels  enter  and  clear  annually  at  the 
different  ports  in  this  ftate.  The  amount  of  exports  from  this  ftate  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, for  one  year,  ending  the  30th  of  September,  179 1 ,  was  470, 131  dollars  9  cents, 
and  the  year  following  to  698,084  dollars. 

Manufactures.]  The  inhabitants  of  this  ftate  are  progrefling  rapidly  in  this 
branch  of  bufinefs.  A  cotton  manufactory  has  been  erected  at  Providence,  which, 
from  prefent  profpects,  will  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the  proprietors.  The  warps 
are  fpun  by  water,  with  a  machine  which  is  an  improvement  of  Mr.  Arkwright's  ; 
?.nd  ftrong,  fmooth,  excellent  yarn  is  thus  made  both  for  warps  and  ftockings.  The 
filling  of  the  cotton  goods  is  fpun  with  jennies.  In  thefefever.il  woiks,  five  carding 
machines  are  employed,  and  a  calender,  conftructed  after  the  European  manner.—- 
Jeans,  fuftians,  denims,  thickfets,  velvets,  &c.  &c,  are  here  manufactured  and  fent  to 
the  fouthern  ftates.  Large  quantities  of  linen  and  tow  cloth  are  made  in  different  parts 
of  this  ftate  for  exportation.  But  the  moft  considerable  manufactures  in  this  ftate  are 
thofe  of  iron,  fuch  as  bar  and  ftieet  iron,  fteel,  nail  rods  and  nails,  implements  of  huf- 
bandry,  ftoves,  pots,  and  other  houfehold  utenfils;  the  iron- work  of  (hipping,  anchors, 
bells,  &c.  The  other  manufactures  of  this  ftate  are  rum,  corn-fpirits,  chocolate,  paper, 
wool  and  cotton  cards,  &c.  befides  domeftic  manufactures  for  family  ufe,  which,  in  • 
this,  in  common  with  the  other  ftates,   amount  to  a  vaft  fum  that  cannot  be  afcertained. 

Minerals,  fossils,  &c]  Iron  is  found  in  great  plenty  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
ftate.  The  iron- works,  on  Patuxet  river,  twelve  miles  from  Providence,  are  fupplied 
with  one  from  a  bed  four  miles  and  a  half  diftant,  which  lies  in  a  valley,  through  which 
runs  a  brook.  The  brook  is  turned  into  a  new  channel,  and  the  ore  pits  are  cleared  of 
water  by  a  fteam  engine,  conftructed  and  made  at  the  furnace,  by  and  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  late  Jofeph  Brown,  efquire,  of  Providence,  which  continues  a  very  ufe- 
ful  monument  of  his  mechanical  genius.  At  this  ore-bed  are  a  variety  of  ores,  curious 
ftones  and  ochres. 

At  Diamond-Hill,  in  the  county  of  Providence,  which  is  fo  called  from  its  fpark- 
ling  and  ftiining  appearance,  there  is  a  variety  of  peculiar  ftones,  more  curious  than 
ufeful.  Not  far  from  this  hill,  in  the  townfhip  of  Cumberland,  is  a  copper  mine,  mix- 
ed with  iron,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  load-ftone,  of  which  fome  large  pieces  have 
been  found  in  the  neighbourhood.  No  method  has  yet  been  discovered  to  work  it  to 
advantage. 

An  abundance  of  lime-ftone  is  found  in  this  ftate,  particularly  in  the  county  of  Pro- 
vidence, of  which  large  quantities  of  time  are  made  and  exported.  This  limeftone  is 
of  different  colours,  and  is  the  true  marble,  both  of  the  white,  plain  and  variegated. 
It  takes  a  fine  poliin,  and  works  equal  to  any  inAmerica. 
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There  are  feveral  mineral  fprings  in  this  ftate  ;  toone  of  which,  near  Providence 
many  people  refbrt  to  bathe,  and,    drink  the  water. 

■  Chief  towns.]  Newport  and  Providence  are  the  two  principal  towns  in  this  ftate. 
Newport  lies  in  lat.  41  °  35"  and  71  °  12'  long,  weft  from  London.  This  town  was 
flrft  fettled  by  Wm.  Coddington,  afterwards  governor,  and  the  father  of'  Rhode  Ifland, 
with  feventeen  others,  in  1639.  Its  harbour,  which  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world, 
fpreads  weftward  before  the  town.  The  entrance  is  eafy  and  fafe,  and  a  large  fleet  may 
anchor  in  it,  and  ride  in  perfect  fecurity.  The  town  lies  north  and  fouth  upon  a 
gradual  akent  as  you  proceed  eaftward  from  the  water,  and  exhibits  a  beautiful 
view  from  the  harbour,  and  from  the  neighbourihg  hills  which  lie  weftward  upon 
the  main.  Weft  of  the  town  is  Goat-Ifland  on  which  is  a  fort.  Between  this  ifland 
and  Rhode- Ifland  is   the  harbour.  Front  or  Water-ftreet  is  a  mile  in  length. 

Newport  contains  about  one  thoufand  houfes,  built  chifley  of  wood.  It  has  nine 
houfes  of  public  worfhip :  three  for  the  baptifts,  two  for  the  congregationalifts,  one  for 
epifcopalians,  one  for  quakers,  one  for  moravians,  and  a  fynagogue  for  the  Jews.  The 
other  public  buildings  are  a  ftate-houfe,  and  an  edifice  for  the  public  library.  The  fi- 
tuation,  form  and  architecture  of  the  ftate-houfe  give  it  a  pleafing  appearance.  It 
ftands  fufriciently  elevated,  and  a  long  wharf,  and  paved  parade  lead  up  to  it  from 
the  harbour. 

Newport,  formerly  a  place  of  great  trade,  and  famed  for  the  beauty  of  its  fitila- 
tion,  the  falubrity  of  its  climate,  and  the  hofpitality  and  politenefs  of  its  inhabitant?, 
and  which  was  the  place  of  refort  for  invalids  from  a  great  diftance,  now,  as  has 
been  mentioned,  wears  the  gloomy  afpect  of  decay.  Thoufandsof  its  inhabitants  are 
almoft  deftitute  of  employment. 

Providence,  fituated  in  latitude  41  °  51*  on  both  fides  of  Providence  river,  is  thir- 
ty-five miles  from  thefea,  and  thirty  N.  by  W.  from  Newport.  It  is  the  oldeft  town 
in  this  ftate.   Roger  Williams  and  his  company  were  its  firft  fettlers,  in.  1636. 

It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  by  the  river,  and  connected  by  the  bridge  already  de- 
fcribed.  Ships  of  almoft  any  fize  fail  up  and  down  the  channel.  A  fhip  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tons,  for  the  Eaft-India  trade  was  lately  built  hi  this  town,  and  fitted 
for  fea.  In  J  764,  there  were,  belonging  to  the  county  of  Providence,  fifty  four  fail  of 
vefTels,  containing  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  tons.  In  1791,  it  had 
one  hundred  and  twenty- nine  fail,  containing  eleven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  for- 
ty-two tons. 

The  public  buildings  are,  an  elegant  meeting- houfe  for  baptifts,  eighty  feet  fquare, 
with  a  lofty  and  beautiful  fteeple — a  meeting-houfe  for  friends,  or  quakers,  two  for 
congregationalifts,  an  epifcopal  church,  a  handfome  court- houfe,  feventy  feet  by  for- 
ty, in  which  is  depofited  a  library,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
country — .a  work-houfe,  a  market-houfe,  eighty  feet  long,  and  forty  feet  wide,  and  a 
brick  fchool- houfe,  in  which  four  fchools  are  kept.  The  college-edifice  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned.  The  houfes  in  this  town  are  generally  built  of  wood,  though 
there  are  fome  brick  buildings  which  are  large  and  elegant.  At  a  convenient  diftance 
from  the  town,  an  hofpital,  for  the  fmall-pox,  and  other  difeafes,  has  been  erected. 
There  are  two  fpermaceti  works,  a  number  of  diftilleries,  fugar-houfes,  anci  other 
manufactories.  Several  forts  were  erected  in  and  near  Providence  during  the  late 
war,  which,  however,  are  not  kept  in  repair.  This  town  has  an  extenfive  trade  with 
MafTachufetts,  Connecticut,  and  part  of  Vermont  •,  and,  from  its  advantageous  fitua- 
tion,  promifes  to  be  among  the  largeft  towns  in  New-England.  It  fends  four  repre- 
fentatives  to  the  general  aflembly — the  other  towns  in  the  county  fend   but  two. 

Briftol  is  a  pleafant,  thriving  town,  about  14  miles  N.    of  Newport,  on  the  main. 
Part  of  the  town  was  deftroyed  by  the  Britifh,  but  it  has  fince  been  rebuilt.  It  has  an 
epifcopal  and  a  congregational  church.  A  number  of  vefTels  are  owned  by  the  inhabi- 
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tants,  and  they  casry  on  a  corfiderable  trade  to  Africa,  the  Weft- Indies  and  to  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States. 

Warren  is  alfo  a  flounfhing  town — trades  to  the  Weft-Indies  and  other  p'aces,  and 
builds  fliips. 

Little  ComptOH,  called  by  the  Indians  Seccnnet,  is  faid  to  be  the  beft  cultivated  town- 
fhip  in  the  ftate,  and  affords  a  greater  fupply  of  proviflons  for  market,  fuch  as  meats 
of  the  fevernl  kinds,  butter,  cheefe,  vegetables,  &c.  than  any  other  townfhip  of  its 
fize.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  an  induftrious  and  fobar  people, manufacture  linen  and 
tow  cloth,  flannels,  &c  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  in  confiderable  quantities  for  fale. 
Eaft  Greenwich  and  Warwick  are  noted  for  making  good  cider,  and  former-ly  raifed 
tobacco  for  exportation. 

Indians  ]  There  are  nearly  five  hundred  Indians  in  this  ftate,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  refide  at  Charleftown.  They  are  peaceable  and  well  difpofed  towards  govern* 
ment,  and  fpe:  k  the  Englifh  language. 

Constitution. 3  The  conftitution  of  this  ftate  is  founded  on  the  charter  granted 
by  Charles  the  II.  in  1663  •,  and  the  frame  of  government  was  not  effentially  altered 
by  the  revolution.  The  legiflature  of  the  flute  confifts  of  two  branches—  a  fenate  or 
upper  houfe,  compofed  of  ten  members,  befides  the  governor  and  deputy  governor, 
called,  in  the  charter,  ajfijlar.ti — and  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  compofed  of  deputies 
from  thef.veral  towns.  The  members  of  the  lcg:flature  a: e  chofen  twice  a  year ;  and 
there  are  two  fcflions  of  this  bedy  annually,  viz.  on  the  firft  Wtdnefday  in  May,  and 
the  laft  Wednefday  in  October. 

The  fupreme  executive  po.\er  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  or  in  hisabfence,  in  the  de- 
puty governor,  who  with  the  afliftants,  fecretary  and  general  treafurer,  are  chofen 
annually  in  May  by  thefuffrages  of  the  people.  The  governor  prerides  in  the  upper 
houfe,    but  has  only  a  fingle  voice  in  enacting  laws, 

There  is  one  fupreme  judicial  couit,  compofed  of  five  judges,  whofe  jurifdiction  ex- 
tends ever  the  whole  ftate,  and  who  hold  two  courts  annually  in  each  county. 

In  each  county,  there  is  an  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  gereral  feflions  of 
the  peace,  held  twice  a  year  for  the  trial  of  caufes  not  capital,  arifing  within  the  county, 
for  which  an  appeal  lies  to  the  fupreme  court. 

History.]  This  ftate  was  firft  fettled  from  Maflachufetts.  The  emigrants  from 
England  who  came  to  Maflachufetts,  though  they  did  not  perfectly  agree  in  religious 
fentiments,  had  been  tolerably  united  by  their  common  zeal  againft  the  ceremonies  of 
the  church  of  England.  But  as  foon  as  they  were  removed  from  ecclefiaftical  courts, 
and  pofleiTed  of  a  patent  allowing  liberty  of  confeience,  they  fell  into  difputes  and  con- 
tentions among  themfelves.  And  notwithftanding  all  their  fufferings  and  complaints 
in  England,  excited  by  the  principle  of  uniformity,  the  majority  here  were  as  fond  of 
this  principle,  as  thofe  from  whole  perfecution  they  had  fled. 

The  true  grounds  of  religious  liberty  were  not  embraced  or  underftood  at  this  time 
by  any  feet.  While  all  difclaimed  perfecution  for  the  fake  of  confeience,  a  regard  for 
the  public  peace,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the  church  of  Chrift  from  infection,  to- 
gether with  the  obftinacy  of  the  heretics,  as  each  feet  ftiled  its  opponents,  was  urged 
in  juftification  of  the  moft  rigorous  intolerance. 

Mr.  Roger  Williams,  a  minifter  who  came  over  to  New-England  in  1 631,  was 
charged  with  holding  a  variety  of  errors,  and  was  on  that  account  forced  to  leave 
his  houfe,  land,  wife  and  children,  at  Salem,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and  to  feek  a  re- 
fidence  without  the  limits  of  Maflachufetts.  Governor  Winthrop  advifed  him  to 
purfue  his  courfe  to  Nehiganfet,  or  Narraganfet  Bay,  which  he  did,  and  fixed  himfelf 
at  Secunk,  now  Rehoboth.  But  that  place  being  within  the  bounds  of  Plymouth 
colony,  Gov.  Winflow,  in  a  friendly  manner,  advifed  him  to  remove  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  where  the  lands  were  not  covered  by  any  patent,    Accordingly,  i  n 
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!<Sj6,  Mr.  Willi ims,  and  four  others,  croffed  Securk  river,  ard  landed  amorg  the  In- 
dians, by  whom  they  were  hofpitably  received  and  thus  laid  the  foui  daticn  of  a 
town  which,  from  afenfe  cf  God's  merciful  Providence  to  him  he  called  Providence. 
Here  he  was  fcon  after  joined  hy  a  number  of  others  and  though  they  were  fectited 
from  the  Indians  hy  the  terror  of  the  Englifh,  yet  they  for  a  considerable  time,  fuf- 
fered  much  from  fatigue  and  want  ;  but  they  enjoyed  liberty  of  ccnfcience,  wh'ch 
has  ever  fince  been  inviolably  maintained  in  this  ftate. 

The  unhappy  divisions  and  contentions  in  Mafiachufetts  ft  ill  prevailed,  and  in  tl  c 
year  16.6,  governor  Winthrop  ftrove  to  exterminate  the  opinions  which  he  difap- 
proved.  Accordingly,  a  f)  nod  w?.s  called  at  Newtcwn  fncwCrmbridge)  en  the  391b 
of  Auguft,  when  eighty  erroneous  opinions  were  prefented,  debated,  and  cordtmr.ed  •, 
and  a  court,  holden  in  October  following,  at  the  fame  place,-  bai.ifhed  a  few  hading 
perfons  accufed  of  thefe  errors,  and  cenfured  feveral  ethers  ,  net,  it  ftems,  fer 
holding  thofe  opinion",  but  for  feditious  conduct."  The  difputes  which  cccafior.ed  this 
disturbance  were  about  the  fame  points  as  the  five  queftions  debated  between  the  fy- 
nod  and  M>,  Cotton, which  are  thus  defcribed  by  Dr.  Mather  .  "  They  were  about  the 
order  of  things  in  our  union  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  about  the  influence  cf  our 
faith  in  the  application  of  his  righteoufnefs  ;  about  the  ufeofour  fanctification  in 
evidencing  our  juft  ficstion  •,  and  about  the  confideration  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
by  men  yet  under  a  convenant  of  works  ,  briefly,  they  were  about  the  points  where- 
upon depends  the  grounds  of  our  afl'urance  of  bleflednefs  in  a  better  world,*" 

The  whole  colony  of  MafTachufetrs,  at  this  time,  was  in  a  violent  ferment.  The 
election  of  civil  officers  was  carried  by  a  party  fpirit,  excited  by  religious  diflentions. 
Thofe  who  were  banifhed  by  the  court,  joined  by  a  number  of  their  friends,  went  in 
queft  of  anew  fettlement,  and  came  to  Providence  ;  where  they  were  kindly  enter- 
tained by  Mr.  R.  Williams  ;  who  by  the  affiftance  of  fir  Henry  Vane,jun.  procured 
for  them,  from  the  Indians,  Aquidnick,  now  Rhode-IfLind.  Here,  in  1638,  the  peo- 
ple, eighteen  in  number,  formed  themfelves  into  a  body  politic,  and  chofe  Mr.  Cod- 
dington  their  leader  to  be  their  judge  or  chief  magistrate.  The  fame  year,  the  fa- 
chems  figned  the  deed  or  grant  of  the  ifland.  For  which  Indian  gift,  it  is  faid,they  paid 
very  dearly,  by  being  obliged  to  make  repeated  purchafes  of  the  fame  land  from 
feveral  claimants. 

The  other  parts  of  the  ftate  were  purchafed  of  the  natives  at  feveral  fuceefli  ve  periods. 

In  the  year  1643,  the  people  being  deflitute  of  a  patent  or  any  legal  authority,  Mr, 
Williams  went  to  England  as  an  agent,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  lir  Henry  Vane,  jun. 
obtained  from  the  earl  of  Warwick  (then  governor  and  admiral  of  all  the  plantations) 
and  his  council,'  a  free  and  abfolute  charter  of  civil  incorporation  of  Providence  Plan- 
tations in  Narraganfet  Bay.5  This  laftad  until  the  charter  granted  by  Charles  II,  in 
1663, by  which  the  incorporation  was  ftiled.'the  Englifh  colony  of  Rhode- Ifland  and 
Providence  Plantations  in  New-England.' This  charter, without  any  effential  alter- 
ation, has  remained  the  foundation  of  their  government  ever  fince. 

As  the  original  inhabitants  of  this  ftate  were  perfecuted  for  the  fake  of  confeience, 
a  moft  liberal  and  free  toleration  was  eftabliShed  by  them. 

In  1630,  the  colony  was  filled  with  inhabitants,  and  chiefly  by  the  natural  increafe 
of  the  fettlers,  The  number  of  fouls  in  the  ftate  at  this  time  was  feventeen  thou^ 
fand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- five,  of  which  no  more  than  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  were  Indians  and  fixteen  hundred  and  forty-eight  negroes. 

In  1738  there  were  above  one  hundred  fail  of  vefTels  belonging  to  Newport. 

The  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland,  from  its  local  Situation,  has  ever  been  lefs  expofed  to 
the  incurfions  of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  and   of  the  French  from  Canada,  than 
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their  neighbours  in  Maffachufetts  and  Connecticut.  Many  of  the  colonifts  have,from  its 
firft  eftablifhment,  profeffed  the  principles  of  the  quakers,  which  forbid  them  to  fight. 
For  thefe  reafons  the  colony  has  been  very  little  concerned  in  the  old  wars  with  the 
French  and  Indians.  In  the  expedition  againft  Port  Royal,  in  1710,  and  in  the  abor- 
tive attempt  againft  Canada  in  171 1,  they  had  feme  forces.  Towards  the  intended 
expedition  againft  Canada  in  1746,  they  raifed  three  hundred  men,  and  equipped  a 
floop  of  war  with  one  hundred  feamen  :  but  in  their  voyage  to  Nova-Scotia,  they 
met  with  miffortunes  and  returned.  Soon  after,  the  defign  was  dropped.    . 

Through  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  inhabitants  of  this  ftate 
manifefted  a  patriotic  fpirit ;  their  troops  behaved  gallantly,  and  they  are  honoured 
in  having  produced  the  fecond  general  in  the  field.* 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  when  it  was  propofed  to  inveft  congrefs  with  power 
to  levy  an  import  of  five  percent',  on  imports,  this  ftate,  by  its  pertinacious  refiftance, 
was  the  principal  means  of  defeating  the  meafure. 

The  emiffion  of  paper  money  in  this  ftate  fince  the  peace,  was  productive  of  feme 
fhocking  fcenes  of  fraud  and  deception  and  was  the  chief  reafon  why  Rhode  Ifland 
remained  fo  long  obftinate  againft  the  adoption  of  the  federal  conftitution.  Its  obftinacy 
was  finally  overcome  by  the  danger  of  being  fubjected.ro  the  fame  duties  in  the 
ports  of  the  other  ftates,  as  aliens,  a  meafure  contemplated   by  congrefs. 
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Situation  and  Extent. 

Length,  100]      hpfwppn       [ A*  °  42'  and  42  °  2'  N.  !at. 

Greateft  breadth,   72   J      Detween       |_ ,  o  ^  and  3  o  4<s  E  ,ong# 

Boundaries.]  "OOUNDED  north  by  Maffachufetts-,  eaft,  by  Rhode- Ifland  j 
£_}  fouth,  by  the  found,  which  divides  it  from  Long- Ifland  ;  weft, 
by  the  ftate  of  New- York. 

The  divifionalline  between  Connecticut  and  Maffachufetrs,  as  fettled  in  1 7 1 3,  was, 
according  to  Dr.  Douglas,  found  to  be  about  feventy-two  miles  in  length.  The  line 
dividing  Connecticut  from  Rhode-Ifland,  was  fettled  in  1728,  and  found  to  be  about 
forty-five  miles.  The  fea- coaft,  from  the  mouth  of  Paukatuk  river,  which  forms 
apart  of  the  eaftern  boundary' of  Connecticut,  in  a  direct  fouthwefterly  line  to  the 
mouth  of  Byram  river,  is  reckoned  ,at  about  ninety  miles.  The  line  between  Con- 
necticut and  New- York  runs  from  latitude  41  °  to  latitude  42  o  2".  feventy-two 
nules.  Connecticut  contains,  by  this  calculation,  about  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
ieventy-four  fquare  miles. 

But,  according  to  Blodget's  map,  lately  publifhed,  the  north  line  of  Connecticut  is 
ninety -five  mdes  ;  and  the  diftance  between  the  mouth  of  Paukatuk  river,  and  the 
mouth  of  Byram  river,  is  one  hundred  and  fix  miles.  The  greateft  length  of  this  ftate, 
two  P  ir?;  T  thlsumaP' ls  about  one  hundred  miles  ;  its  greateft  breadth,  feventy- 
two  5  ns  contents,  about  five  thoufand  four  hundred  miles 

dred  tVownT;InS<!IONTTS']l,Connef-icUt  is  divided  into  eight  COllnties  ^d  about  one  hun- 
dred townftups.  Each  townfh.p  is  a  corporation,  inverted  with  power  to  hold  lands, 
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choofe  their  own  town  officers,  to  make  prudential  laws,  tha  penalty  of  tranfgreffion 
not  exceeding  twenty  millings,  and  to  choofe  their,  own  representatives  to  the  gene- 
ral aflembJy.  The  townftiips  are  generally  divided  into  two  or  more  p.arilhes,  in  each 
of  which  is  one  or  more  places  for  public  worfhip,  and  fchool  houfes,  at  convenient 
distances. 

The  names  of  the  counties,  their  chief  towns,   and  population,  in  1790,   were  as 
follow  : — 


Counties. 

Total  No 
if   lnhab 

No.   oj 
Females. 

Slaves. 

'  2°3 
433 
586 

797 
184 

2  33 
22 1 

47 

Chief  Towns. 

Haitford,             -     - 

Newhaven,     - 
New-London, 

Windham,     - 
Litchfield,      -     -     - 
Middlelex,     -     -     -     • 
Tolland,           -     -     -     ■ 

38029 
30830 
33200 
36250 
28921 

3875.5 

1885.5 

!    13106 

18714 

i,5z58 
16478 

17,54' 

. 14406 

18909 

P632 
6510 

H.rt.Ktt'OKD. 

Newhaven. 
New-London.  Norwich. 
Fairfield,  Danbury. 
Windham. 
Litchfield. 

Middletown,  Haddam. 
Tolland. 

Total.  Eight. 

2371146   1     1  17448 

2764 

Rivers.]  The  principal  rivers  in  this  ftate  are  Connecticut,  Houfatonick,  the 
Thames,  and  their  branches.  Under  the  heads  of  New  Hamplhire  and  MaiTachufetts, 
we  have  already  defcribed  Connecticut  river,  till  it  enters  this  ftate.  Soon  after  it  en- 
ters the  bounds  of  Conneclkut,  it  pafl'es  over  Enfield  falls,  to  render  which  naviga- 
ble for  boats,  a  company  has  been  instituted,  and  a  fum  of  money  raifed  by  lottery. 
At  Windfor  it  receives  Wind  for  Ferry  river,  from  the  weft,  which  is  formed  by  the 
junction  of  Farmington  and  Poquabock  rivers.  At  Hartford  it  meets  the  tide,  and 
thence  flows,  in  a  crooked  channel,-into  Long- liland  found.  It  is  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  rods  wide,  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  its  mouth. 

Ac  its  mouth  is  a  bar  of  fand  which  confiderably  obftructs  the  navigation.  Ten 
feet  water,  at  full  tides,  is  found  on  this  bar,  and  the  fame  depth  to  Middleton.  The 
diftance  of  the  bar  from  this  place,  as  the  river  runs3  is  thirty-fix  miles.  Above  Mid- 
dleton are  feveral  flioals,  which  ftretch  quite  acrofs  the  river.  Only  fix  feet  water  is 
found  on  the  fhoal  at  high  tide,  and  here  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  but  about  eight 
inches.  About  three  miles  below  Middleton,  the  river  is  contracted  to  about  forty 
rods  in  breadth,  by  two  high  mountains.,  Almoft  every  where  elfe,  the  banks  are 
low,  and  fpread  into  fine,  extenfive  meadows.  In  the fpring  floods,  which  generally 
happen  in  May,  thefe  meadows  are  covered  with  water.  At  Hartford  the  water  fome- 
times  rifes  twenty  feet  above  the  common  furface  of  the  river,  and  having  all  to  pafs 
through  the  abovementioned  ftrait,  it  is  fometimes  two  or  three  weeks  before  it 
returns  to  its  ufual  hid.  Thefe  floods  add  nothing  to  the  depth  of  the  water  on  the 
bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  i  this  bar  lying  too  far  off"  the  found  to  be  affected 
by  them. 

This  river  is  navigable  to  Hartford,  upwards  of  fifty  miles  from  its  mouth  ;  and 
the  produce  of  the  country,  for  two  hundred  miles  above,  is  brought  thither  in  boats. 
The  boats  which  are  ufed  in  this  bufinefs  are  flat-bottomed,  long,  and  narrow,  for 
the  convenience  of  going  up  ftream,  and  of  fo  light  a  make  as  to  be  portable  in 
carts.  They  are  taken  out  of  the  river  at  three  different  carrying  places,  all  of  which 
make  fifteen  miles.  The  obftructions  will,  in  a  few  years,  it  is  a  probable,  be  all 
removed. 

Sturgeon,  falmon,  and  fhad,  are  caught  in  plenty  in  their  feafon,  from  the  mouth 
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of  the  river  upwarJs,  excepting  fturgeon,   which  do  not  afcend  the  upper  falls  ;   be- 
fidesa  variety  of  fcall  f.(h,    fuchss  pike,  carp,  pearch,  &c 

Fr-m  this  river  were  employ  td,  in  1789,  three  brigs  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
tors  each,  in  the  European  trade  ;  and  about  fixty  fai',  from  fxty  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  tons,  in  the  Weft-India  trade  •,  befidcs  a  few  fifhermen,  a  id  forty  or  fifty 
coaiti'ig  veflels.  . 

One  branch  of  the  Houfatonuk*  rifes  in  Lanefborough,  the  other  in  Windtor,  both 
in  Berkshire  county,  in  Maffachufetts.  It  paffes  through  feveral  pl£afiifit  towns, 
and  empties  into  the  found  between  Stratford  and  Milford.  It  is  _  navigable  twelve 
miles  to  Derby.'  A  bar  of  lhells,  at  its  mouth,  obftructs  its  navigation  for  large  vef- 
fels.  In  this  river,  between  Salifbury  and  Canaan,  is  a  cataract  where  the  water  of  the 
v.hole  river  wTi.h  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  ya.ds  wide,  falls  about  fixty  feet  perpendi- 
cular, in  a   perfect  whits  meet,   exibibiting  a  fcene  exceedingly  grand  and  beautiful, 

Naugatuk  is  a  fma'.l  river,  which  rifes  in  Tortingion,,  and  empties  into  the  Hou- 
fatonick,  at  Derby. 

The  Thames  emp:ics  into  Long-Ifland  found,  at  New-London.  It  is  navigable  four- 
teen miles,  to  Norwich  Landing.  Here  it  loofes  its  name,  and  branches  into  Shetuck- 
et,  on  the  eaft,  and  Norwich  or  L,\ti\e  river  on  the  weft.  The  city  of  Norwich  ftands, 
on  the  tongue  of  land  between  thefe  rivers.  Little  river,  about  a  mile  from  its  mouthx 
has  a  remarkable  and  very  romantic  cataract.  A  rock,  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  perpen- 
dicular height,  extends  quite  acrofs  the  channel  of  the  river.  Over  this,  the  whole  ri- 
ver pitches,  in  one  entire  {hett  upon  a  Led  of  rocks  below.  Here  the  river  iscompref- 
fed  into  a  very  narrow  channel,  between  two  craggy  cliffs,  one  of  which  towers  to  a 
considerable  height.  The  channel  defcends  giaduaily  and  is  very  crooked,  and  cover- 
ed with  pointed  rocks.  Upon  thefe,  the  water  fwiftly  tumbles,  foaming  with  the 
moft  violent  agitation,  fifteen  or  twenty  rods,  into  a  broad  bafon  which  fpreads  be- 
fore it.  At  the  bottom  of  the  perpendicular  falls,  the  rocks  are  curijufly  excavated 
by  thec'onftant  pouring  of  the  water.  Some  of  the  cavities,  which  are  all  of  a  circu- 
lar form,  are  five  or  fix  feet  deep.  The  fmoothnefs  of  the  water  above  its  defcei:t — < 
the  regularity  and  beauty  of  the  perpendicular  fall-the  tremendous  roughnefs  of  the 
other,  and  the  craggy,  towering  cliff"  which  impends  the  whole,  prefent  to  the  view 
of  the  fpectator,  a  fcene  indefcribably  delightful  and  majeftic.  0"  this  rivei  are  fome 
of  the  fineft  mill  feats  in  New  England,  and  thofe  immediately  below  the  falls,  oc- 
cupied by  Lathrop's  mills,  are  perhaps  not  exceeded  by  any  in  the  world.  Acrofs 
the  mouth  of  this  river  is  a  broad,  commodious  bridge,  in  the  form  of  a  wharf,  built 
at  a  great  txpenfe. 

Shetucket  river,  the  other  branch  of  the  Thames,  four  miles  from  its  mouth,  re- 
ceives Quinnabogue,  which  has  its  fource  in  Brimfield,  in  Maffachufetts  ;  thence  paf- 
fmg  through  Sturbridge  and  Dudley  in  Maffachufetts,  it  croffes  into  Connecticut, 
and  divides  Pomfret  from  Kiliingly,  Canterbury  from  Plainfield,  and  Li fb on  from 
Prefton,  and  then  mingles  with  the  Shetucket.  Shetucket  river  is  formed  by  the 
junction  of  Wdlamantic  and  Mount-Hope  rivers,  which  unite  between  Windham 
and  Lebanon. 

Paukatuck,  Eaft  or  North-Haven  and  Byram  rivers,  are  not  con/iderable  enough 
to  merit  particular  defcriptions. 

Harbours.]  The  two  principal  harbours  are  at  New-London  and  New-Haven. 
The  former  opens  to  the  fouth.  From  the  light  houfe,  which  ftands  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour  to  the  town,  is  about  three  miles  ;  the  breadth  is  three  quarters  of  a 
mile,  and  in  fome  places  more.   The  harbour  has  from  five  to  fix  fathom  water—a 

*  An  lndAn  name,  signifying  Over  tic  Mountain, 
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clear  botto-n— tough,  ooze,  and,  as  far  as  one  mile  above  the  town,   is  entirely  kcure, 
and  commodious  for  large  mips. 

New  Haven  harbour  is  g'reatfy  inferior  to  that  of  Mew  London.  Itis  a  hay  which 
f.-ts  up  northerly  from  the  found,  about  four  miltK.  Its  entrance  is  about  half  a  miie 
vide.  It  has  5(ery  good  anchoraje,  and  two  and  an  half  fathom  at  lo  v  wate  r,  and  three 
fathom  and  four  feet  at  common  tides. 

The  whole  of  the  fea  cbaft  is  indented  with  harbours,  many  of  which  are  fare  and 
commodious,    but  are  not  fufficiently  ufed,   to  merit  a  description. 

Climate,  soil  and  productions.]  Connecticut,  though  fu  iject  to  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold  in  their  feafons,  and  to  frequent  fudden  changes,  is  very  healthful. 
The  north-weft  winds,  in  the  winter  feafon,  a-e  often  extreme'y  fovere  and  piercing, 
occasioned  by  the  great  body  of  fiow  which  lies  concealed  from  the  diflblvirig  influ? 
ence  of  the  fun,  in  the  immenfe  forefts,  north  and  north  weft.  The  clear  and  ferene 
temperature  of  the  (ley,  however  makes  amends  for  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  and 
is  favourable  to  health  and  longevi:y.  Connecticut  is  generally  broken  lind,  made 
up  of  mountains,  hills' and  valhes  ;  an  lis  ex:eedingty  well  watered.  Som.1  fmall  parts 
of  it  are  thin  and  barren.  It  lies  ■  in  the  fifth  and  fixth  northern  climates,  and  has  a 
ftrong,  fertile  foil.  Its  principal  productions  are  Indian  corn,  rye,  wheat  in  many  pa-ts 
of  the  ftate,  oats  and  barley,  which  are  heavy  and  good,  and  of  late  buckwheat — n*ax 
in  large  quantities — rome  hemp,  potatoes  of  feveral  kinds,  pumpkins,  turnips,  peas, 
beans,  fruits  of  all  kinds  which  are  common  to  the  climate,  &c.  The  foil  is  well 
calculated  for  pafhiring  and  mowing,  which  enab'es  the  farmers  to  feed  large  numbers 
of  neat  cattle  and  horfes.  Actual  calculation  has  evinced  that  any  given  quantity  of 
the  beft  mowing  Ian d  in  Connecticut,  produces  about  t*ice  as  much  clear  profit,  as 
the  fime  quantity  of  the  beft  wheat  land  in  the  ftate  of  New-York.  Many  farmers, 
in  the  taftern  pait  of  the  fate,  have  lately  found  their  advantage  in  raifing  mules,  which 
are  carried  from  the  ports  of  Norwich  and  New  London,  to  the  Weft-India  iflands, 
and  yield  a  handfome  profit.  The  beef,  pork,  butter,  and  cheefe  of  Connecticut  are 
equal  to  any  in  the  world. 

Trade.]  The  trade  of  Connecticut  is  principally  with  the  Weft-  India  iflinds,  and 
is  carried  on  in  vefTels  from  fixty  to  an  hundred  and  forty  tons.  The  exports  confift 
of  horfes,  mules,  oxen,  oak  ftaves,  hoops,  pine  boards,  oak  plank,  beans,  Indian  corn, 
fifh,  beef,  pork,  &c.  Horfes,  live  cattle,  and  lumber,  are  permitted  in  the  Dutch,  Da- 
nifti,   and  French  ports. 

Connecticut  has  a  lKjge  nun, ber  cfcoeflirg  veffels  emp'oyed  in  carrying  the  pro« 
duce  of  the  ftate  to  other  ftates.  To  Rhode  Ifland,  Maffachufetts,  and  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  they  carry  pork,  wheat,  corn,  and  rye  :  To  North  and  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  butter,  cheefe,  faked  beef,  cider,  apples,  potatoes,  hay,  &c.  and  receive  in 
return,  rice,  indigo,  and  money.  Much  of  the  produce  of  Connecticut,  efpecially  the 
weftern  parts,  is  carried  to  New- York  ;  particularly  pot  and  pearl  afh,  flax  feed,  beef, 
pork,  cheefe  and  butter,  inlargequantities,  Moftof  the  produce  of  Connecticut  river, 
from  the  parts  of  Maffachufetts,  New-Hampfhire  and  Vermont,  as  well  as  of  Con- 
necticut, which  are  adjacent,  goes  to  that  market.  Considerable  quantities  of  the 
produce  of  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  ftate,  are  fenc  to  Bofton  and  Providence. 

The  value  of  the  whole  exported  produce  and  commodities  from  this  ftate,  before 
the  year  1774,  was  eftimated  at  about  nearly  700,000  dollars  annually.  In  the  year - 
ending  September  30th  1791,  the  amount  of  exports  from  this  ftate  to  foreign  coun- 
tries was  710,340  dollars— befides  articles  carried  to  different  parts  of  the  United 
States  to  a  great  amount.  This  ftate  owns  and  employs  in  the  foreign  and  coafting 
trade,  32,867  tons  of  Shipping. 

Manufactures.]  The  farmers  in  Connecticut  and  their  families,  are  moftly 
clothed  in  plain,  decent,  homefpun  cloth.  Their  linens  and  woollens  are  manufac- 
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twred  in  the  family  way  ;  and  although  they  are  generally  of  a  coarfer  kind,  they  are 
of  a  ftronger  texture,  and  much  more  durable,  than  thofe  imported  from  France  and 
Britain.   Many  of  their  cloths    are  fine  and  handfome. 

A  woollen  manufactory  has  been  eftablifhed  at  Hartford.  The  legiflature  of  the 
ftate  have  encouraged  it,  and  it  bids  fair  to  grow  into  importance.  Mr.  Chittendon 
of  New  Ha>'en,  has  invented  a  ufeful  machine  for  bending  and  cutting  card  teeth. 
This  machine  is  put  in  motion  by  a  manderil  twelve  inches  in  length,  and  one  inch 
in  diameter.  Connected  with  the  manderil  are  fix  parts  of  the  machine,  independent 
of  each  other  ;  the  firft  introduces  a  certain  length  of  wire  into  the  chops  of  the  co- 
rone  ;  the  fecond  fhuts  the  chops,  and  holds  faft  the  wire  in  the  middle  until  it  is  fi- 
nifhed;  the  third  cuts  off  the  wire  •,  the  fourth  doubles  the  tooth  in  proper  form  •,  the 
fifth  makes  thelaft  bend  ;  aid  the /ixth  delivers  the  finished  tcothficm  the  machine. 
The  mandeiil  is  moved  by  a  band  wheel,  five  feet  in  diameter,  turned  by  a  crank, 
•One  revolution  of  the  manderil  makesone  tcoth  •,  ten  are  made  in  a  fecond,  and  thirty- 
fix  thoufand  in  an  hour.  With  one  machine  like  this,  teeth  enough  might  be  made 
to  fill  cards  fufficient  for  all  the  manufactories  in  New-England.  In  Newhaven  are 
flourifhing  linen  and  button  manufactories,  and  a  cotton  manufactory.  In  Hartford 
are  glafs  works,  a  fnuff  and  powdei  mill,  and  iron  works,  and  a  flitting  mill  is  now 
eftablifhing.  Iron  works  are  eftablifhed  alfo  at  Salisbury,  Norwich,  and  other  parts 
of  the  ftate.  At  Stafford  is  a  furnace,  at  which  are  made  large  quantities  of  hollow 
ware,  and  other  ironmongery,  fufficient  to  fupply  the  whole  ftate.  Paper  is  manufac- 
tured at  Norwich,  Hartford,  Newhaven,  and  in  Litchfield  county.  Nails,  of  every 
fize,  are  made  in  almoft  every  town  and  village  in  Connecticut  ;  fo  that  confidera- 
ble  quantities  are  exported  to  the  neighbouring  ftates,  and  at  a  better  rate  than  they 
can  he  had  from  Europe.  Ironmongery,  hats,  candles,  leather,  fhoes,  and  boots,  are 
manufactured  in  this  ftate.  Oil  mills,  of  a  new  and  very  ingenious  conftruction, 
have  been  erected  in  feveral  parts  of  the  ftate.  A  duck  manufactory  has  been  efta- 
bliihed  at  Stratford,    and  it  is  faid  fucceeds  very  well. 

Population  and  character.]  Connecticut  is  very  populous  in  proportion  tc 
its  extent.  It  is  laid  out  in  fmall  farms  from  fifty  to  three  or  four  hundred  acres  each, 
which  are  held  by  the  farmers  in  fee  fimnte  ;  and  are  generally  cultivated  as  well  as 
the  nature  of  the  foil  will  admit.  The  ftate  .is  chequered  with  innumerable  roads 
or  highways  crofting  each  other  in  every  direction.  A  traveller,  in  any  of  thefe  roads, 
even  in  the  moft  unfettled  parts  of  the  ftate,  will  feldom  pafs  more  than  two  or  three 
miles,  without  finding  a  houfe  or  cottage,  and  a  farm  under  fuch  improvements 
as  to  afford  the  neceffaries  for  the  fuport  of  a  family.  The  whole  ftite  refembles  a- 
well-cultivated  garden,  which,  with  that  degree  of  induftry  that  is  neceftary  to  hap- 
pinefs,  produces  the  neceftVics  and  conveniences  of  life  in  great  plenty. 

In  J75&>  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Connecticut  was  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eleven.  In  1774,  there  were  one  hundred  and  ninety-feven 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty -fix  fouls.  In  eighteen  years,  the  increafe  was  fixty- 
feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty-five.  From  1774,  to  1782,  the  increafe  was 
but  eleven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  perfons.  This  comparatively  fmall 
increafe  of  inhabitants  may  be  fatisfactorily  accounted  for  from  the  deftruction  of  the 
war,  and  the  numerous  emigrations  to  Vermont,  the  weftern  parts  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  New- York,  and  the  other  ftates. 

The  inhabitants  are  almoft  entirely  of  an  Enslifh  defcen*.  There  are  no  Dutch, 
French,  or  Germans,  and  very  few  Scotch  or  Irifh  people  in  any  part  of  the  ftate. 

The  people  of  Connecticut  are  inclined  to  have  their  difputes,  even  thofe  of  a 
trivial  kind,  fettled  according  to  laiv.  The  prevalence  of  this  litigious  fpirit,  affords 
employment  and  fupport  for  a  numerous  body  of  lawyers.  The  number  of  actions 
entered  annually  upon  the  federal  dockets  in  the  ftate  juftifies  the  abave  obfervation. 
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That  party  fpirit,  however,  which  is  the  bane  of  political  happinefs,  has  not  raged 
with  fuch  violence  in  this  ftate  as  in  Maflachufetts  and  Rhode- Ifland.  Public  proceed- 
ings have  been  conducted,  generally,  and  efpecially  of  late,  with  much  calmnefs  and 
candour.  The  people  are  well  informed  in  regard  to  their  rights,  and  judicious  in 
the  methods  they  adopt  to  fecure  them.  The  ftate  enjoys  a  great  fhare  of  political 
tranquillity. 

Religion.]  All  religions  that  are  confident  with  the  peace  of  fociety,  are  tolerat- 
ed in  Connecticut ;  and  a  fpirit  of  liberality  and  catholicifm  is  increasing.  There  are 
very  few  religious  fects  in  this  ftate.  The  bulk  of  the  people  are  congregationalifts. 
Befides  thefe,  there  are  epifcopalians  and  baptifts  ;  and  formerly  there  was  a  foqiety 
of  fandimanians  at  Newhaven-,  but  they  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number.  The 
epifcopalian  churches  are  refpectable,  and  are  under  the  fuperintendance  of  a  bifhop. 

Chief  towns  ]  There  are  a  great  number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  both  maritime 
and  inland,  in  Connecticut.  It  contains  five  cities,  incorporated  with  extenfive  juris- 
diction in  civil  caufes.  Two  of  thefe,  Hartford  and  Newhaven,  are  capitals  of  the 
ftate.  The  genera!  aflembly  is  holden,  at  the  former,  in  May,  and  at  the  latter,  in 
October,   annually. 

Hartford  (city)  is  fituated  at  the  head  of  navigation,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Connec- 
ticut river,  about  fifty  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  found.  Its  buildings  are,  a 
ftate-houfe,  two  churches  for  congregationalifts,  a  diftilkry,  befides  upwards  of  three 
hundred  dwelling-houfes,  a  number  of  which  are  handfomely  built  with  brick. 

The  town  is  divided  by  a  fmall  river,  with  high,  romantic  banks.  Over  this  river 
is  a  bridge  connecting  the  two  divisions  of  the  town.  Hartford  is  advantageoufly 
fituated  for  trade,  has  a  very  fine  back  country,  enters  largely  into  the  manufactur- 
ing bufinefs  ,  and  is  a  rich,  flourishing,  commercial  town.  A  bank  has  lately  been  ef- 
tablifhed  in  this  city. 

Newhaven  (city)  lies  round  the  head  of  a  bay,  which. makes  up  about  four  miles 
north  from  the  found.  It  covers  a  part  of  a  large  plain,  which  is  circumfcribed  on 
three  fides  bv  high  hills  or  mountains.  Two  fmall  rivers  bound  the  city  eaft  and  weft. 
The  town  was  originally  laid  out  in  fquares  of  fixty  rods.  Many  of  thefe  fquares 
have  been  divided  by  crofs  Streets.  Four  ftreets  run  northweft  and  foutheaft  •,  thefe  are 
crofted  by  others  at  right  angles.  Near  the  centre  of  the  city  is  the  public  fquare  ;  on 
and  around  which  are  the  public  buildings,  which  are,  a  ftate-houfe,  college,  and  chapel, 
three  churches  for  congregationalifts,  and  one  for  epifcopalians.  Theie  are  all  hand- 
fome, and  commodious  buildings.  The  college,  chapel,  fttte-houfe,  and  one  of  the 
churches,  are  of  brick,  The  public  fquare  is  encircled  with  rows  of  trees,  which 
render  it  both  convenient  and  delightful.  Its  beauty,  however,  is  greatly  ditninifhed 
by  the  burial-ground,  and  feveral  of  the  public  buildings,  which  occupy  a  considera- 
ble part  of  it. 

Many  of  the  ftreets  are  ornamented  with  two  rows  of  trees,  one  on  each  fide,  which 
give  the  city  a  rural  appearance.  The  profpect  from  the  fteeple  is  greatly  variegated, 
and  extremely  beautiful.  There  are  about  five  hundred  dwelling-houfes  in  the  city, 
principally  of  wood,  and  well  built ;  and  fome  of  them  elegant.  The  ftreets  are  San- 
dy.' "Within  the  limits  of  the  city  are  four  thoufand  fouls,  It  carries  on  a  configura- 
ble trade  with  New- York  and  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and  has  feveral  kinds  of  manu- 
factures, as  mentioned  before. 

New-London  (city)  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river  Thomas,  near  its  entrance 
into  the  found,  in  latitude  41  °  25 '.  It  has  two  places  for  public  worfhip,  one  for  epif- 
copalians, and  one  for  congregationalifts,  about  three  hundred  dwelling  houfes,  and 
four  thoufand  fix  hundred  inhabitants.  Its  harbour  is  the  beft  in  Connecticut.  It  is 
defended  by  fort  Trumbull  and  fort  Grifwold,  the  one  in  NeW'London,  the  other  in 

yoi.  11.  5  f. 
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Groton.    A  coufiderable  part  of  the  town  was  burnt  by  the  infamous  Benedict  Ar- 
nold, in  1781.  It  has  fince  been  rebuilt. 

Norwich  ftands  at  the  head  of  Thames  river,  fourteen  miles  north  from  New- 
London.  It  is  a  commercial  city,  has  a  rich  and  extenfive  back  country,  and  avails 
itfelfofits  natural  advantages  at  the  head  of  navigation.  Its  fituation  upon  a  river, 
which  affords  a  great  number  of  convenient  feats  for  mills  and  water  machines  of  va- 
rious kinds,  renders  it  very  eligible  in  a  manufacturing  view. 

The  inhabitants  manufacture  paper  of  all  kinds,  (lockings,  clocks  and  watches, 
chaifes,  buttons,  ftone  and  earthen  ware,  wire,  oil,  chocolate,  bells,  anchors,  and  all 
kinds  of  forge  work.  The  city  contains  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling  hou- 
fes,  a  court  houfe,  two  churches  for  congregationalifts,  and  one  for  epifcopalians, 
and  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  in  three  detached  compact  divisions  j 
viz.  Chelfea,  at  the  landing,  the  town,  and  Bean-hill  •,  in  the  latter  divifion  is 
an  academy  ;  and  in  the  town  is  a  fchool,  fupported  by  a  donation  from  Dr.  Dani- 
el Lathrop,  deceafed.  The  courts  of  law  are  held  alternately  at  New-London  ancj 
Norwich. 

Middleton  (city)  is  pleafandy  fituated  on  the  weftern  bank  of  Connecticut  river, 
fifteen  miles  fouth  of  Hartford.  It  is  the  principal  town  in  Middlefex  countv-— has 
about  three  hundred  houfes— -a  court  houie-r-one  church  for  congregationaliftsr— one 
for  epifcopalians— a  naval- office — and  carries  on  a  large  and  increafing  trade. 

Four  miles  fcuth  of  Hartford  is  Wethersfield,  a  very  pleafant  town  of  between 
two  and  three  hundred  houfes,  fituated  on  a  fine  foil,  with  an  elegant  brick  churcfy 
for  congregationalifts.      This  town  is  noted  for  raifing  onions 

Windfor,  Farmington,  Litchfield,  Milford,  Stratford,  Fairfield,  Guilford,  Stam- 
ford, Windham,  Suffield,  and  Enfield,  are  all  considerable  and  very  pleafant  towns. 

Curiosities.]  Two  miles  weft  of  Newhaven  i»  a  mountain,  on  the  top  of  whicht 
is  a  cave,  remarkable  for  having  been  the  rendence  of  generals  Whaley  and  GofFe, 
two  of  the  judges  of  Charles  I.  They  arrived  at  Bofton,  July  1660,  and  came  to 
Newhaven  the  following  year.  They  concealed  themfclves  behind  Weft  mountain, 
three  miles  from  Newhaven.  They  foon  after  removed  to  Milford,  where  they  lived 
concealed  until  October,  1664;  when  they  returned  to  Newhaven,  and  immediately 
proceeded  to  Hadley,  where  they  remained  concealed  for  about  ten  years,  in  which 
time  Whaley  died,  and  GofFe  foon  after  fled.  In  1665,  John  Dixweil,  efq.  another  of 
the  king's  judges,  vifitedthem  while  at  Hadley,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  Newha- 
ven, where  he  lived  many  years,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of  John  Davis.  Here 
he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  public  burying  p!ace,  where  his  grave  ftone  is  {landing 
to  this  day,  with  this  infeription,  "  T.  D.  eiq.  deceafed,  March  18th,  in  the  eighty- 
fecond  year  of  his  age,  16S8."  ' 

Colleges,  academies,  and  schools.]  In  no  part  of  the  world  is  education 
of  all  ranks  of  people  more  attended  to  than  in  Connecticut.  Almoft  every  town  is 
divided  into  diftricts,  and  each  diftrict  has  a  public  fchool  kept  in  it  a  greater  or  lefs 
part  of  every  year.  Somewhat  more  than  one-third  of  the  monies  arifing  from  a 
tax  of  the  polls  and  rateable  eftate  of  the  inhabitants,  is  appropriated  to  the  fupport 
offchools,  in  the  feveral  towns,  for  the  education  of  children  and  youth.  The  law 
directs  that  a  grammar  fchool  fliall  be  kept  in  every  county  town  throughout  the 
iiate. 

Academies  have  been  eftablifhed  at  Greenfield,  Plainfield,  Norwick,  Windham,  and 
Pomfret  •,  fome  cf  which  are  flourifhing. 

Yale  college  was  founded  in  1700,  and  remained  at  Killingworth  until  1707— • 
then  at  Saybrook,  until  1716,  when  it  was  removed  and  fixed  at  Newhaven.  Among 
fts  principal  benefactors  was  governor  Yale,  in  honour  of  whom,  in   i7i8>  it  was 
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mmed  Yale  College.  The  prefent  college  edifice,  w'hich  is  of  a  brick,  was  built  in 
1750,  and  is  one  hundred  feet  long,  forty  feet  wide,  three  ftjries  high,  and  contains 
thirty-two  chambers,  and  fixty-four  ftudies,  convenient  for  the  reception  of  an  hun- 
dred ft  udents.  The  college-chapel,  which  is  alfo  of  brick,  was  built  in  1761,  being 
fifty  feet  by  forty,  with  a  fteeple  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  high.  In  this 
building  is  the  public  library,  confiding  of  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
volumes;  and, the  philofophical  apparatus,  which,  by  a  late  hanifome  addition, 
is  now  as  complete  as  maft  others  in  the  united  ftates,  and  contains  the  machines  ne- 
ceflary  for  exhibiting  experiments  in  the  whole  courfe  of  experimental  philofophy 
and  aftronomy. 

By  an  act  of  the  general  afiembly  "  for  enlarging  the  powers,  and  increafing  the 
funds  of  Yale  college  j"  parted  in  May,  1792,  and  accepted  by  the  corporation,  the 
governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  the  fix  fenior  afliftants  in  the  council  of  the  ftate, 
for  the  time  being,  are  ever  hereafter,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  to  be  truftees  and 
fellows  of  the  college,  in  addition  to  the  former  corporation.  The  corporation  are 
empowered  to  hold  eftates,  continue  their  fucceffion,  make  academic  laws,  ele<5l  and 
conftitute  all  officers  of  inftruction  and  government,  ufual  in  univerfities,  and  confer 
all  learned  degrees.  The  immediate  executive  government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  prefi- 
dentand  tutors.  The  prefent  officers  and  inftructors  of  the  college  are,  a  prefident, 
who  is  alfo  profeflor  of  eclefiaftical  hiftory,  a  profeflor  of  divinity  and  *hree  tutors. 
The  number  of  ftudents  on  an  average  is  about  one  hundred 'and  thirty,  divided  into 
four  dailes.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  as  many  as  five-fixths  of  thofe  who  have 
received  their  education  at  this  univerfity,  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 

The  funds  of  this  college  received  a  very  liberal  addition  by  a  grant  of  the  gene- 
ral aflTembly  in  the  act  of  1792,  before  mentioned: — which  will  enable  the  corporation 
to  fupport  feveral  new  profefTorfhips-^-and  to  make  a  handfome  addition  to  the  li- 
brary. From  thefe  funds  they  have  juftcompleted  a  large,  commodious  brick  edifice, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  ftudents. 

The  courfe  of  education,  in  this  univerfity,  comprehends  the  whole  circle  of  lite- 
rature. The  three  learned  languages  are  taught,  together  with  fo  much  of  the  fci- 
snees  as  can  be  communicated  in  four  years. 

About  two  thoufand  two  hundred  have  received  the  honours  of  this  univerfity  j 
of  whom  upwards  offeyzn  hundred  and  fixty  have  been  ordained  to  the  work  of  the 
gofnd  miniftry. 

Minerals  and  fossils.]  On  the  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  two  miles  from 
Middleton,  is  a  lead  mine,  which  was  wrought  during  the  war,  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  ftate,  and  was  productive.  It  is  too  expenfive  to  work  in  time  of  peace.  Cop- 
per mines  have  been  difcovered  and  opened  in  feveral  parts  of  the  ftate,  but  have 
proved  unprofitable,  and  are  much  neglected.  Iron  ore  abounds  in  many  parts.  Talks 
of  various  kinds,  white,  brown,  and  chocolate-coloured  cryftals,  zink  or  fpelter,  a 
femi-metal,  and  feveral  other  foffils  and  metals  have  been  found  in  Connecticut. 

Mode  of  levying  taxes.]  All  freeholders  in  the  ftate  are  required,  by  law,  to 
give  in  lifts  of  their  polls  and  rateable  eftate*,  to  perfons  appointed  in  the  refpective 
towns  to  receive  them,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  Auguft  annually.  Thefe  are  valu- 
ed according  to  law,  arranged  in  proper  order,  and  fent  to  the  general  alTembly  an- 
nually in  May. 

The  fum  total  of  the  lift  of  the  polls  and  rateable  eftate  of  the  inhabitants  of  Con- 
necticut, as  brought  into  the  general  aflemby  in  May,  1787,  was  as  follows. 

*  In  Connefticut  horfes,  horned  cattle,  cultivated  and  uncultivated  land,  houfes,  fhipping,  aH 
forts  of  riding  carriages,  clocks  and  watches,  filver  plate,  and  money  at  interefi,  are  rateable  eftate, 
All  males  between  fixteen  and  feventy  years  of  age,unlefs  exempted  by  law.arefubjefls  of  taxation, 
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Sum  total  of  the  Single  lift,  -  £.1,484,90164* 

Affeffments,         ------         47,75°  2  9 

One  quarter  of  the  four- folds, 1,176  9   4 

Total,  £.  J,533>867  l8  51 

On  this  fum,  taxes  are  levied  fo  much  on  the  pound,  according  to  the  fum  pro- 
pofed  to  be  raifed. 

The  ordinary  annual  expenfes  of  the  government  before  the  war,  amounted  to- 
near  four  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  exclufive  of  that  which  was  appropriated  to  the 
fupport  of  fchools.  The  expenfes  have  fince  jncreafed. 

Mineral  spring.  At  Stafford  is  a  medicinal  fpring,  which  is  faid  to  be  a  Sove- 
reign remedy  for  fcorbutic,  cutaneous,  and  other  diSorders. 

Constitution  and  courts  of  justice.]  The  conftitution  of  Connecticut  is 
founded  on  their  charter,  which  was  granted  by  Charles  II.  in  1662,  and  on  a  law  of 
the  ftate.  Contented  with  this  form  of  government,  the  people  have  not  framed  ai 
new  conftitution  fince  the  declaration  of  independence. 

Agreeably  to  this  charter,  the  fupreme  legi dative  authority  of  the  ftate  is  vefted 
in  a  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  twelve  affiftants  or  counsellors,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  ftiled  the  General  A ffemhly.  The  governor,  lieutenant  go- 
vernor, affiftants,  are  annually  chofen  by  the  freemen  in  the  month  of  May.  The 
reprefentatives  (their  number  hot  to  exceed  two  from  each  town)  are  chofen  by  the 
freemen  twice  a  year,  to  attend  the  two  annual  feffions,  on  the  fecond  Thurfdays  of 
May  and  October.  This  affembly  has  power  to  erect  judicatories,  for  the  trial  ofcau- 
fes  civil  and  criminal,  and  to  ordain  and  eftablifh  laws  for  fettling  the  forms  and  cere- 
monies of  government.  Ey  thefe  laws,  the  general  affembly  is  divided  into  two  bran- 
ches, called  the  upper  and  lower  houfes.  The  upper  houfe  is  compofed  of  the  gover- 
nor, lieutenant  governor  and  affiftants.  The  lower  houfe,  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people.  No  law  can  pafs  without  the  concurrence  of  both  houfes.  The  judges  of 
the  Superior  court  hold  their  officers  during  the  pleafure  of  the  general  affembly.  The 
judges  of  the  county  courts,  and  juftices,  are  annually  appointed.  Sheriffs  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  and  council,  without  limitation  of  time.  The  governor  is 
captain  general  of  the  militia,  the  lieutenant  governor  is  lieutenant  general.  All  other 
military  officers  are  appointed  by  the  affembly,    andcommidioned  by  the  governor. 

The  mode  of  electing  the  governor,  lieutenant  governor,   affiftants,  treafurer   and 
Secretary,  is  as  follows  :    The  freemen  in  the  fevera!  towns  meet  on  the  Monday  next 
after  the  firft  Thurfday  in  April,  annually,   and    give  in  their  votes  for  the  perfons 
they  choofe  for  the  faid  officers  reflectively,  with  their  names  written  on  a   piece  of 
paper,  which  are  received  and  fealed  up  by  a  conftable  in  open  meeting,  the  votes  for 
each  office  by  themfelves,  with  the  name  of  the  town  and  office  written  on  the  out- 
fide,  Thefe  votes,  thus  fealed,  are  fent  to  the  general  affembly  in  May,  and  therecoun- 
ted  by  a  committee  from  both  houfes.     All  freemen  are  eligible  to  any  office  in  go- 
vernment. In  choofing  affiftants,  twenty  perfons  are  nominated,    by  the  vote  of  each 
freeman,  at  the  freemen's  meeting  for  choofing  reprefentatives  in  September  annual- 
ly. Thefe  votes  are  fealed  up,  and  fent  to  tho  general  affembly  in  October,    and  are 
there  counted  by  a  committe  of  both  houfes,   and  the  twenty  perfons  who  have  the 
mod  votes,  ftand  in  nomination  ;    out  of  which  number,   the  twelve  who  have  the 
greateft  number  of  votes,  given  by  the  freemen  at  their  meeting  in  April,  are,  in  May,, 
declared  affiftants  in  the  manner  above  mentioned.   The  qualifications  of  freemen  are, 
quiet  and  peaceable  behaviour — a  civil  converfation,  and  freehold eftate  to  the  value  of 
forty  fhillings  per  annum,  or  forty  pounds  perfonal  eftate  in  the  lift,  certified  by  the 
ieleftmen  of  the  town :  it  is  neceffary,  alio,  that  they  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
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ftate.  Their  names  are  enrolled  in  the  town  clerk's  office  ;  and  they  continue  freemen 
for  life,  unlefs  diffranchifed  by  Sentence  of  the  fuperior  court,  on  conviftion  of  mil  - 
demeanor. 

The  courts  are  as  follow  :  The  juftices  of  the  peace  of  whom  a  number  are  annually 
appointed  in  each  town,  by  the  general  affembly,  have  authority  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine civil  actions  where  the  demand  does  not  exceed  four  pounds.  If  the  demand 
exceeds  forty  fhilling5, an  appeal  to  the  county  court  is  allowed.  They  have  cognizance 
of  fmall  offences,  and  may  punifh  by  fine  not  exceeding  forty  fhillings,  or  whipping  not 
exceeding  ten  ftripes,  or  fitting  in  the  ftocks.  There  are  eight  county  courts  in  the 
ftate  held  in  the  feveral  counties  bv  one  judge  and  four  juftices  of  the  quorum,  who 
have  jurisdiction  of  all  criminal  cafes  arifing  within  their  refpeitive  counties,  where 
the  punifhment  does  not  extend  to  life,  limb  or  banilhment.  They  have  original  ju- 
risdiction of  all  civil  actions  which  exceed  the  jurifdicton  of  a  jufti  ce.  Either  party 
may  appeal  to  the  fuperior  court,  if  the  demand  exceed  twenty  pounds,  except  on 
bonds  or  notes  vouched  by  two  witneffes. 

There  are  feveral  courts  of  probate  in  each  county,  confiftingof  one  judge.  The 
peculiar  province  of  this  court  is  the  probate  of  wills,  granting  adminiftration  on 
inteftate's  eftates,  ordering  diftribution  of  them,  appointing  guardians  for  minors,  See.' 
An  appeal  lies  from  any  decree  of  this  court  to  the  fuperior  court. 

The  fuperior  court  conftfts  offive  judges.  It  has  authority  in  all  criminal  cafes,  ex- 
tending to  life,  limb,  or  baniShment,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  to 
grant  divorces,  and  to  hear  and  determine  all  civil  actions  brought  by  appeal  frorrJthe 
county  courts  or  the  courts  of  probate,  and  to  correct  the  errors  of  all  inferior  courts. 
This  is  a  circuit  court,  and  has  two  ftated  Sessions  in  each  county  annually.  The  fupe- 
rior and  county  courts  try  matters  of  fact  by  jury,  or  without,  if  the  parties  will  a-'ree. 

There  is  a  fupreme  court  of  errors,  confiftingof  the  lieutenant  governor,    and  the 
twelve  affiftants.    Their  fole  bufineSs  is  to  determine  writ?  of  error,  brought  on  judge- 
ments of  the  Superior  court  where  the  error  complained  of  appears   on    the  record. 
They  have  two  ftated  Seflions  annually,  Viz.  on  the  TueSdays  of  the   weeks  preceding 
the  ftated  Seflions  oS  the  general  aSSembly. 

The  county  court  is  a  court  of  chancery  empowered  to  hear  and  determine  cafes 
inequity,  where  the  matter  in  demand  doss  not  ex:eed  one  hundred  pounds.  The 
fuperior  court  has  cognizance  of  all  cafes  where  the  demand  exceeds  that  fum.  Error 
may  be  brought  from  the  county,  to  the  Superior  court,  and  from  the  fuperior  court 
to  the  Supreme  court  oS  errors,  on  judgment  in  caSes  of  equity  as  well  as  of  law. 

The  general  aSf;mbly  only  have  power  to  grant  pardons  and  reprieves — •  to  grant 
commiflions  of  bankruptcy— or  protect  the  perSois  and  eftates  of  unfortunate 
debtors. 

The  common  law  of  England,  So  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  this  country,  is  confidered 
as  the  common  law  of  the  ftate.  The  reports  of  adjudication  in  th^  courts  oS  king's 
bench,  common  pleas  and  chancery  are  read  in  the  courts  of  this  ftate  as  authorities  ; 
yet  the  judges  do  not  confider  them  as  condufively  binding,  unhSs  founded  on  Solid 
reaSons  which  will  apply  in  this  ftate,  or  Sanctioned  by  concurrent  adjudications  of 
their  own  courts. 

The  Seudal  Syftem  of  defcents  was  never  adopted  in  this  ftate.  All  the  real  eftate  of 
inteftates  is  divided  equally  among  the  children,  males  and  Semales,  except  that  the 
eldeft  Son  has  a  double  portion.  And  all  eftates  given  in  tail,  muft  be  given  to  Some 
perSon  then  in  being  or  to  t;heir  immediate  ifiue  and  Shall  become  fee  fimple  eftates 
totheiiTueof  the  firft  done,  in  tail.  The  widow  of  an  inteftate  is  entitled  to  a  third - 
part  of  the  perf  >nal  eftate  forever,  and  to  her  dower  or  third-part  of  the  houfes  and 
lands  belonging  to  the  inteftate  at  the  time  of  his  death,  during  her  life. 

History.]  The  firft  grant  of  Connecticut  was  made  by  the  Plymouth  council,  to 
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the  earl  of  Warwick,  in  1630,  and  confirmed  bythekingin  council  the  fame  year. 
This  grant  comprehended!"  ail  that  part  of  New  England  which  lies  weft  from  Nar- 
raganfet  river,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  on  the  fea  coaft,  from  thence,  in  la- 
titude and  breadth  aforefaid,  to  the  fouth  fea.  "  The  year  following,  the  earl  afligned 
this  grant  to  lord  Say  and  Seal,  lord  Brook,  and  nine  others. 

No  EngliiTi  fettlement  was  attempted  in  Connecticut  until  the  year  \66$,  when 
a  number  of  Indian  traders,  having  puchafed  of  ZequafTon  and  Natawanut  two 
principal  fachems,  a  tract,  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  Little  river,  in  Windfor,  built  a 
houfe  and  fortified  it,  and  ever  after  maintained  their  right-to  the  foil   upon  the  river 

The  fame  year,  a  little  before  the  arrival  of  the  Englifii,  a  company  of  Dutch  tra- 
ders came  to  Z-Iartford,  and  built  a  houfe,  which  they  called  the  Hi>fe  of  Good-Hope, 
and  erected  a  fmall  fort,  in  which  they  planted  two  cannon.  The  remains  of  this 
fettlement  are  (till  vifible  on  the  bank  of  Connecticut  river.  This  was  the  only  fet- 
tlement  of  the  Dutch  in  Connecticut,  in  thefe  ancient  times.  The  Dutch,  and  after 
them  theprovince  of  N?ew-York,  for  along  time,  claimed  as  far  eaft  as  tie  weftern 
bank  of  Connecticut  river  ' 

In  1534,  lord  Say  and  Seal,  &c.  fent  over  a  fmall  number  of  men  who  built  a  fort 
at  Say  brook,  and  held  a  treaty  with  the  Pequot  Indians,  who,  in  a  formal  manner 
furrendered  to  the  Lnghfh  their  right  to  Connecticut  river  and  the  adjacent  countrv' 
.  1"  October,  1635.  about  fixty  perfons  from  Newtown,  Dorchefter,  and  Watertown' 
in  Muffachufetts,  came  and  fettled  Hartford,  WethersfieJd,  and  Windfor,  in  Connect! 

rUV/n:  «  "  I"?  foIiowing  *e.  famous  Mr-  Hooker,  and  his  company,  came  and" 
fettled  at  Hartford,  and  *as  a  friend  and  father  to  the  colony  till  his  death 

The  firit  court  held  m  Connecticut  was  at  Hartford,  April  26th  1676-'  and  th* 
next  year  was  diitmguifhed  by  the  war  with  the  Pequots  Z   " 

The  Englifh  obtained  the  country  eaft  of  the  Dutch  fettlements,  by  conqueft  The 
purine  of  the  Indians  led  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  lands  on  the  fea  ?oaft  f  ot! 
Say  brook  to  Fairfield.  It  was  reported  to  be  a  very  fine  country.  This  hvZrM™ 
port  induced  mefTrs.  'Eaton  and  Hopkins,  two  very  refpedabie  London ^merchaV" 
and  Mr.  Davenport,  a  man  of  diftinguifhed  piety  and  abilities,  with  th* ZmZfr 
who  arrived  th«  year  (1637)  from  London,  to  think  of  this  part  of  the  cou  fry  as 
the  place  of  their  fettlement.  Their  friends  in  MaiLchufetts,  forry  to  part  h  Z 
valuaole  a  company,  difluaded  them  from  their  purpofe.   Influenced   houevl    h 1 

fo  ontil  thei'r  union  in  ,o™     th™ftl"«  »»  d.ftma  commonwealths,  and  remained 
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•the  name  and  for  the  ufeofthe  whole  plantation  and   the  lands   were  appointed   out 
to  each  family,  according  to  their  number  and  original  flock. 

In  1643,  articles  of  confederation  between  the  four  New-England  colonies  were 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  colonies  of  Newhaven  and  Connecticut. 

The  unfettled  ftate  of  the  colony  had  hitherto  prevented  their  eftablifhing  a  code 
of  laws.  To  fupply  this  defect,  the  general  court  ordered,  «'  That  the  judicial  laws 
of  God,  as  they  were  delivered  to  Mofes,  and  as  they  are  a  fence  to  the  moral,  be- 
ing neither  typical  nor  ceremonial,  nor  having  any  reference  to  Canaan,  mail  be  ac- 
counted of  moral  equity,and  generally  binding  on  all  offenders,  and  be  a  rule  to  all  the 
courts  in  this  jurifdiction,  in  their  proceedings  againft.  offenders,  until  they  be  branch- 
ed out  into  particulars  hereafter." 

In  consideration  of  the  fuccefs  and  increafe  of  the  New-England  colonies,  and  that 
they  had  been  of  no  charge  to  the  nation,  and  in  profpect  of  their  being  in  future 
very  ferviceable  to  it,  the  Engliih  parliament,  March  10th,  1643,  granted  them  an 
exemption  from  all  cuftoms,  fubfidies,  and  other  duties  until  further  order. 

In  1644,  the  Connecticut  adventurers  purchafed  of  Mr.  Fen  wick,  agent  for  lords 
Say  and  Seal,  and  lord  Brook,  their  right  to  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  for  one  thou- 
sand fix  hundred  pounds. 

The  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New-haven,  from  their  firft  fettlement,  increafed 
rapidly;  tracts  of  land  were  purchafed  of  the  Indians,  and  new  towns  fettled  from 
Stamford  to  Stonington,  and- far  back  into  the  country,  when,  in  i66r,  major  John 
Mafonas  agent  for  the  colony,  bought  of  the  natives  all  lands  which  had  not  before 
-been  purchafed  by  particular  towns,  and  made  a  public  furrender  of  them  to  the 
colony  in  the  prefence  of  the  general  aflembly.  Having  done  thefe  things,  the  colonifts 
petitioned  for  a  charter  from  king  Charles  II.  who  on  the  23d  of  April,  1662,  ifTued 
his  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal,  ordained  that  the  colony  of  Connecticut  mould, 
forever  hereafter,  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  confirming 
to  them  their  ancient  grant  and  purchafe,  and  fixing  their  boundaries. 

The  colony  of  New-haven  though  unconnected  with  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
was  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  their  charter,  and  as  they  concluded,  within 
their  jurifdiction.  But  New-haven  remonftrated  againft  their  claim,and  refufed  to  unite 
with  them,  until  they  fhould  hear  from  England.  Itrwas  not  until  the  year  1665, 
when  it  was  believed  that  the  king's  commiflioners  had  a  defign  upon  the  New- 
Enland  charters  that  thefe  two  colonies  formed  an  union,  which  has  ever  fince 
amicably  fubfifted  between  them. 

In  1672,  the  laws  of  the  colony  were  revifed,  and  the  general  court  ordered  them 
to  be  printed  ;  and  alfo,"  that  every  family  mould  buy  one  of  the  law-books — fuch 
as  pay  in  filver  to  have  a  book  for  twelve- pence,  fuch  as  pay  in  wheat,  to  pay  a  peck 
and  a  half  a  book  ;  and  fuch  as  pay  peas,  to  pay  two  millings  a  book^the  peas  at  three 
■millings  the  bufhel."  Perhaps  it  is  owing  to  this  early  and  univerfal  fpread  of  law- 
books, that  the  people  of  Connecticut  are  to  this  day  fo  fond  of  the  law. 

Connecticut  had  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  citizens  who  did  not  join  in  oppofing 
the  oppreflive  meafures  of  Britain,  and  was  active  and  influential,  both  in  the  field 
and  in  the  cabinet,  in  bringing  about  the  revolution.  Her  foldiers  were  applauded 
by  the  commander  in  chief  for  their  bravery  and  fidelity. 
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Situation  and  extent. 


Miles. 
Length    350  ~) 
Breadth  300  J 


Sq.  Miles, 
t.  .  r  40  °  40"  and  45  °  North  latitude*.") 

between  {  Jc  ^.  and  ^  so,  Eaft  longitudeJ   44,ooo 


Boundaries.]  "TJOUNDED  foutheaftwardly,  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  ;  eaft  by  Con- 
J3  neclicut,  Maflachufetts,  and  Vermont  •,  north  by  the  45th  de- 
gree of  latitude,  which  divides  it  from  Canada  ;  northweftwardly,  by  the  river  Iro- 
quois, or  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  ;  fouthweft  and  fouth,  by 
Pennsylvania  and  New-Jerfey. 

Civjl  divisions.]  This  ftate  is  divided  into  nineteen  counties,  which  by  an  aft  of 
of  the  legislature,  patted  in  March  17S8,  wire  Subdivided  into  townfhips. 


Counties. 


Mew -York    - 

Albany       •  - 

Suffolk  -  -  - 

Queens  -   -   - 

Kings  -   -  - 

Richmond   - 
WeftChefter 

Oratsge    -  - 

Ulfter   -   -   - 

Dut chefs  -  • 

Columbia  - 

RanfTelaer     - 
Wafhington  ■ 
Clinton  -    - 
Montgomery 
Ontario 


i{' 


Herkemer 
Otfega 
^Tyogo 


Chief  Towns. 

New  York  City 
Albany         -         -         -     ■ 
rEafl  Hampton     -     -     -     • 
^Huntingdon  -    - 

Jamaica     -      .... 

fFiatBufh 

^Brooklyn     .----. 

Well  field 

Bedford - 

rGofhen      -.---. 
[_Orange      -.---. 

Kinglton     ...... 

f  Poughkeepfie  -     -     - 

LFifhkill 

f  Hudfon     .---.. 
\__Kinderhook     -     -     -     -    - 

Lanfingburgh  -     • 

Salem  -     -     -     - 

Plattsburg     -     -     -     -      - 

tivided.since  the  census.into  3 counties 

Canadaque  -     -     - 

Total  number  of  inhabitants,  accor-  ? 

ding  to  the  census  of  1790.      > 

German  Fiats     -     -     -     - 

Cooperftown 

Chenango  and  Union  Town 


32328 

349>* 
3260 
14.7 

94' 
1603 
11,51 
2470 
2448 
"75 

3929 
2529 

694 1 
25«4 
4  661 

2,86 
46» 


1400 


Thefe  three  laft  mentioned  counties  have  been  feparated  from  Montgomery  finre 
the  cenfus,  and  have  acquired  the  greater  part  of  their  inhabitants  fubfequent  to  that 
period,  moft  of  whom  emigrated  from  the  New-England  ftates.  The  county  of  Her- 
kemer contained,  in  1790,  according  to  the  cenfus,  four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 

*  Long  Island,  which  makss  a  part  of  the  ftate  of  New-York,  extends  to  3  •  6  E.  longi- 
tude, and  40  °  S.  latitude. 
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twenty-three  inhabitants.  In  two  years,  this  number  increased  to  upwards  of  fourteen 
thoufand. 

Rivers  and  canals.]  Hudfon's  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  fineft  rivers  in 
the  united  ftates.  It  rifes  in  the  mountainous  country  between  the  lakes  Ontario  and 
Champlain.  In  its  courfe  foutheaftwardly,  it  approaches  within  fix  or  eight  milesof  lake 
George  ;  then,  after  a  fhort  courfe  eaft,  turns  foutherly,  and  receives  the  Secondaga 
from  the  S.  W.  which  heads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mohawk  river.  The  courfe  of 
the  river  thence  to  New-York,  where  it  empties  into  York  Bay,  is  very  uniformly 
fouth  12  °  or  15  °  weft.  Its  whole  length  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  From 
Albany  to  Lake  George,  is  fixty  five  miles.  This  diftance,  the  river  is  navigable  only 
for  batteaux,  and  has  two  portages,  occafioned  by  falls,  of  half  a  mile  each. 

The  banks  of  Hudfon's  river,  efpecially  on  the  weftern  fide,  as  far  as  the  Highlands 
extend,  are  chieflly  rocky  cliffs.  The  paffage  through  the  Highlands,  which  is  fixteen 
miles,  affords  a  wild  romantic  fcene.  In  this  narrow  pafs,  on  each  fide  of  which  the 
mountains  tower  to  a  great  height,  the  wind,  if  there  be  any,  is  colkcled  and  com- 
preffed,  and  blows  continually  as  through  a  bellows.  Vefiels,  in  patting  through  it,  are 
often  obliged  to  lower  their  fails.  The  bed  of  this  river  is  deep  and  fmooth  to  a  great 
diftance,  through  a  hilly,  rocky  country,  and  even  through  ridges  offomeofthe 
higheft  mountains  in  the  united  ftates.  The  tide  flows  a  few  miles  above  Albany,  which 
is  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from  New-York.  Flood-tide  is  juft  one  hour  later,  as 
you  afcend  the  river,  at  the  end  of  every  ten  miles.  At  the  end  of  fixty  miles,  it  i"3 
high  water  in  the  river,  and  low  water  in  the  bay,  at  its  mouth.  It  isnavigable  for 
(loops  of  eighty  tons  to  Albany,  and  for  fhips  to  Hudfon.  Ship-navigation  to  Al- 
bany is  interrupted  by  a  number  of  iflands,  fix  or  eight  miles  below  the  city,  called 
the  Over/laugh.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  confine  the  river  to  one  channel,  by  which 
means  the  channel  will  be  deepened,  and  the  difficulty  of  approaching  Albany  with 
vefiels  of  a  large  fize,  be  removed.  About  fixty  miles  above  New- York  the  water  be- 
comes frefh.  Vefiels  do  not  laft  many  years  in  this  river  •,  and  what  is  very  unufual, 
the  bottoms  perifh  firft.      The  river  is  ftored  with  a  variety  of  fifh. 

The  advantages  of  this  river  for  carrying  on  the  fur-trade  with  Canada,  by  means 
of  the  lakes,  and  its  convenience  for  internal  commerce,  are  Angularly  great.  The  pro- 
duce of  the  remoteft  farms  is  eafily  and  fpeedily  conveyed  to  a  certain  and  profitable 
market,  and  at  theloweftexpenfe,  The  increafing  population  of  the  fertile  lands  upon 
the  northern  branches  of  the  Hudfon,  muft  annually  increafe  the  amazing  wealth 
that  is  conveyed  by  its  waters  to  New  York.  Added  to  this,  the  ground  has  been 
marked  out,  the  level  afcertained,  a  company  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  "  The 
Prefident,  Directors  and  company  of  the  Northern  Inland  Lock  Navigation,  in  the 
ftate  of  New-Yoik,"  and  funds  fubferibed,  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  a  canal  from  the 
neareft  approximating  point  of  Hudfon's  river  to  South  Bay,  which  empties  into  the 
fouth  end  of  Lake  Champlain.  The  diftance  is  eighteen  miles.  The  difference  of  level 
and  the  face  of  the  country  are  fuch,  as  to  juftify  a  belief,  that  the  opening  of  this  canal 
will  not  be  lefs  practicable  than  ufeful. 

Saranac  river  pafles  through  Plattsburg  into  Lake  Champlain.  It  has  been  explored 
nearly  thirty  miles,  and  there  found  equal  in  fize  to  the  mouth.  In  this  liver  is  the 
greateft  abundance  of  fifh,  fuch  as  falmon,  bafs,  pike,  pickerek  trout,  &c. 

Sable  river,  not  far  from  the  Saranac,  is  fcarcely  fixty  yards  wide.  On  this  ftream  are 
remarkable  falls.  The  whole  defcent  of  the  water  is  about  two  hundred  feet  in  feveral 
pitches,  the  greateft  of  which  is  forty  feet  perpendicular.  At  the  foot  of  it  the  water 
is  unfathomabte.  A  large  pine  has  been  feen,  in  a  frefhet,  to  pitch  over  endwife, 
and  remain  feveral  minutes  under  water.  The  ftream  is  confined  by  high  rocks  on  ei- 
ther fide,  a  fpace  of  forty  feet,  and  the  banks  at  the  falls,  are  at  leaft  as  many  feet 
high.  In  a  frefhet  the  flood  wood  frequently  lodges,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  the  water 
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rifes  to  full  banks,  and  then  burfts  away  its  obftru&ions,  with  a  moft  tremendous 
crafting.  The  Big  and  Little  Chazy  rivers  are  in  the  townfliip  of  Champlain,  which 
borders  on  the  Canada  line.  Both  are  navigable  fome  miles,  the  former  fix  or  fsven, 
affording  good  mill  feats. — Several  mills  are  already  erected.  The  Britifh  have  a  pott, 
and  maintain  a  fmall  garrifon  at  Point-au-Fer,  in  this  townfhip,  contrary  to  the  tieaty 
of  peace.  - 

The  river  Boquet  paiTes  through  the  town  of  Willfborough,  in  Clinton  county  v 
and  is  navigable  for  boats  about  two  miles,  and  is  then  interrupted  by  falls,  on  which, 
are  mills. 

Black  river  rifes  in  the  high  country,  near  the  fources  of  Canada  Creek,  which  falls 
into  Mohawk  river,  and  takes  its  courfe  N.  W".  and  then  N.  E.  till  it  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  Cataraqua  or  Iroquois  river,  not  far  from  Swegauchee.  It  is  faid  to  be  navi- 
gable for  batteiux  up  to  the  lower  falls,  fixty  miles,  which  is  diftant  from  the  flouri'hing 
fettlernent  of  Whiteltown,  twenty -five  miles.  The  whole  length  of  this  river  is  ac- 
counted one  hundred  and  twelve  miles. 

Onondago  river  rifes  in  the  Oneida  lake,  runs  weftwardly  into  Lake  Ontario  at 
Ofwejo.  ft  is  boatable  from  its  mouth  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  feventy  four  miles, 
(except  a  fall  which  occasions  a  portage  of  twenty  yards )  thence  batteaux  go  up  Wood 
Creek  almoft  to  Fort  Stanwix,  forty  miles  •,  where  there  is  a  portage  of  a  mile  to 
Maaa  vk  river.  Toward  the  head  waters  of  this  river  falmon  are  caught  in  great 
quantities. 

Mohawk  river  rifes  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Stanvvix,  about  eight  miles  from  Black 
river,   and  runs  fouthwardly  twenty   mi'es  to   the   fort  ;   then  eaftward  one  hundred 
and  ten  miles,  into  the  Hudfon.     The  produce  conveyed  down  this  river,  is  landed  at 
Schenectady,  and  thence  carryed  by  land  fixteen  miles,  over  a  barren  ftuub  plain,   to 
Albany.     Except  a  portage  of  about  a  mile,  occafioned  by  falls,  fifty  fix  miles  above 
Schenecl: idy,  the  river  is   paflable  for  boats,  from  Schenectady.,  nearly  or  quite  to  its 
fource.      The  perpendicular  defcent  of  thefe  falls  is  eftimateJ  at  forty  two  fecf,   in  the 
courfe  of  one  mile  ;  and  it  is  fuppofedthey  might  be  locked  Jo  as  to  be  rendered  paflable 
for  boats  carrying  five  tons  for  about  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  currency.  The  cohoez,  in 
this  river,  are  a  great  curiofity.   They  are  three  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  Hud- 
fon.    The  river  is  about  one  hundred  yards  wide —  the  rock,  over  which  it  pours,  as 
over  a  mill  clam,  extends  almoft  in  a  line  from  one  file  of  the  river  to  the  other,  and 
is  about  thirty  feet  perpendicular  height.      Including  the  defcent  above  the  fall  is  fix- 
ty or  feventy  feet.     The  rocks  below,  in  fG:ne  places,  are  worn  many  feet  deep  by  the 
confrant  friction  of  the  water.     The  view  of  this  tremendous  cararaft  is  diminifhed  by 
the  height  erf  the  banks  on  each  fide  of  the  river.      About  a  mile  below-the  falls,  the 
river  branches  and  forms  a  large  ifland  ,  but  the  two  mouths  may  be  feen  at  the  fame 
time  from  the  oppofire  bank  of  the  Hudfon.   The  branches  are  fordableat  low  w-uer, 
but  are  dangerous   A  company,  by  the  name  of  "  The  prefident,  Directors  and  Corn- 
pa  ly  of  the  Weftern   Inland  Navigation  in  the  St  ate  of  New.  York,"   was  incorpora- 
ted by  the   Fegifhjture  of  New  York,   in  jVJirch    »792,   for  the  purpofe  of  opening  a 
lock   navigation  from  the  now  navigable  part  of  Hudfon's    riyer,  to  be  extended  to 
Lake  Ontario,  and  to  the  Seneca  L  ike.   This  roire  has  been  farveyed,  and  found  prac- 
taxable,  the  ejepenfe,  eftimated,    the  funds  fubferi bed,   and  the   work  is  to  be  executed 
with  all  poffible  difpatch.     The  opening  of  this  navigation  would   be  a  vaft  acquifi- 
tion  to  the  commerce  off  the  dare.     A  fhore,  of  at  leaft  one  thoufand  miles  in  length, 
would,  in  co-feqnence  of  it,  be  wafhed  by  boatable  waters,  exclufive  of  all  the  great 
lakes-,  and  many   millions  of  acres,  of  excellent  tillage  land,   rapidly  fettling,   would 
be  accommodated  with  water  communication  for  conveying  their  produce  to  market. 
Delaware  river  rifes  in  Lake  Utiayantho,  lat  42  °  25',  and  takes  its  courfe  S.  W. 
until  it  croffes  into  Pennfylvania,  in  latitude  +2  °  .  Thence  fijuthwardly,  it  divides 
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-  New. York  from  Pennfylvania,  until  it  ftrikes  the  northweft  comer  of  New- Jerfey,  in 
latitude  41  °  24';  and  then  partes  off  to  Tea,  through  Delaware  bay,  having  New- Jer- 
fey on  the  eaft  fide,  and  Pennfylvania  and  Delaware  on  the  weft. 

Sufquehannah  E.  Branch  river  has  its  fource  in  lake  Otfego.  lat.  \%  °  55',  from 
which  it  takes  a  fouthweft  courfe.  Itcrofl'es  the  line,  which  divides  New- York  and 
Pennfylvania,  three  times  ;  the  laft  time  near  Tyoga  point,  where  it  receives  Tyoga 
river.  Batteaux  pafs  to  its  fource — thence  to  Mohawk  river  is  but  twenty  miles, 
capable  of  good  roads. 

Tyoga  river  rifes  in  the  Allegany  mountains,  in  about  latitude  42  °  ,  runs  eaft- 
wardly  and  empties  into  the  Sufquehannah  at  Tyoga  point,  in  latitude  41  °  57'.  It  is 
boatahje  about  fifty  miles. 

Seneca  rifes  in  the  Seneca  county,  and  runs  eaftwardly,  and  in  its  pafiage  receives 
the  waters  of  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes,  (which  lie  north  and  fouth,  ten  or  twelve 
miles  apart,  each  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  in  length,  and  about  a  mile  in 
breadth)  and  empties  into  the  Onondago  river,  fourteen  miles  above  the  falls,  at  a 
place  called  Three-Rivers.  From  Three-rivers  point  to  Onondago  Lake,  up  Seneca 
liver,  is  twelve  miles.  Within  half  a  mile  of  this  lake  a  fait  fpring  iflues  from  the 
ground,  $he  water  of  which  is  falter  than  that  of  the  ocean.  It  conftantly  emits  wa- 
ter infurficient  quantity  for  works  of  any  extent.  It  is  probable  the  whole  country* 
will  be  fupplied  with  fait  from  this  fpring,  and  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  This  fpring  is. 
the  property  of  the  ftate.      The  river  is  boatable  from  the  lakes  downwards. 

ChenefTee  river  rifes  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  runs  northwardly  by  the  Che- 
neflee  caftle  and  flats,  and  empties  into  lake  Ontario,  eight  miles  eaft  of  Niagara  fort. 
On  this  river  is  one  fet  of  large  falls,  not  far  from  its  junction  with  lake  Ontario. 

The  northeaft  branch  of  the  Allegany  river,  heads  in  the  Allegany  mountains, 
near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  and  runs  directly  weft  until  it  is  joined  by  a  large 
branch  from  the  fouthward,  which  rifes  near  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah. 
Their  junction  is  on  the  line  between  Penniylvania  and  New- York.  From  this  junc- 
tion, the  river  purities  a  northweft  courfe,  leaving  a  fegment  of  the  river,  of  about 
fifty  miles  in  length,  in  the  ftate  of  New-York  ;  thence  it  proceeds  in  a  circuitous 
fouthweft  direction,  until  it  croffis  into  Pennfylvania.  Fron*  thence,  to  its  entrance 
into  the  Mifiiffippi,  it  has  already  been  defcribed. 

There  are  few  fifth  in  the  rivers  ;  but  in  the  brooks  are  plenty  of  trout  •  and  in  the 
lakes,  yellow  perch,  funfifh,  falmon,  trout,  catfifh,  and  a  variety  of  others. 

From  this  account  of  the  rivers,  it  is  eary  to  conceive  of  the  excellent  advantages 
for  conveying  produce  to  market  from  every  part  of  the  ftate. 

T^ie  fettlements  already  made  in  this  ftate,  are  chiefly  upon  two  narrow  oblongs, 
extending  from  the  citv  of  New-York,  eaft  and  north.  The  one  eaft,  is  Long  [fland, 
which  is  one  hundred  miles  long,  and  narrow,  and  furrounded  by  the  fea.  The  one 
extending  north  is  about  forty  miles  in  breadth,  and  bifected  by  the  Hudfon.  Ano- 
ther tier  of  flouriftiing  fettlements  extends  weft  of  Albany,  on  the  Mohawk  river, 
and  to  the  S.  W.  of  its  head  waters.  Such  is  the  interfection  of  the  whole  ftate,  by 
the  branches  of  the  Hudfon,  the  Delaware,  Sufquehannr.il,  and  other  rivers  which 
have  been  mentioned,  that  there  are  few  places  throughout  its  whole  extent,  that  are 
more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  fome  boatable  or  navigable  ftream. 

Bays  and  lakes.]  York  bay,  which  is  nine  miles  long  and  four  broad,  fpreads 
to  the  fouthward  before  the  city  of  New- York,  It  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the 
Eaft  and  Hudfon's  rivers,  and  embofoms  fgveral  fmall  iflands,  of  which  Governor's 
ifland  is  the  principal.  It  communicates  with  the  ocean  through  the  Narrows,  be- 
tween Staten  and  Long  Iflands,  which  are  fcarcely  two  miles  wide.  The  pafiage  up 
to  New  York,  from  Sandy  Hook,  the  point  of  land  that  extends  fartheft  into  the  fea, 
is  fafe,  and  not  above  twenty  miles  in  length.    The  common  navigation  is  between  th& 
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eaft  and  welt  banks,  in  about  twenty  two  feet  water,     There  is  a  light  houfe  at  Sandy 
Hook,  on  a  peninfula  from  the  Jerfey  fhore. 

South  bay  lies  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  northern  bend  in  Hudfon's  river. 
At  ics  north  end,  it  receives  Wood  Creek  from  the  fouth,  which  is  navigable  feveral 
miles,  and  lined  with  fine  meadows.  Soon  after  it  mingles  its  waters  with  Eaft  bay, 
which  ftretches  eaftward  into  Vermont.  At  the  junction  of  thefe  bays,  commences 
another  bay  or  lake,  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  wide,  whofe  banks  are  fteep  hills,  or 
cliffs  of  rocks,  generally  inacceflible.  At  Ticonderoga,  this  bay  receives  the  waters  of 
Lake  George  from  thefouthweft. 

Oneida  Lake  lies  about  twenty  miles  weft  of  Fort  Stanwix,  and  extends  weftward 
about  thirty  miles.  Salt  Lake  is  fmall,  and  empties  into  Seneca  river  foon  after  its 
junction  with  the  Onondago  about  twelve  miles  from  Three- river  point.  This  lake 
is  ftrongly  impregnated  with  faline  particles,  which  circumftance  gave  rife  to  its  name. 
The  Indians  make  their  fait  from  it.  LakeOtfego  atthe  head  of  Sufquehannah  river, 
is  aboutnine  miles  long,  and  narrow,  perhaps  not  more  than  a  milewide.  The  landon 
the  banks  of  this  lake,  is  very  good,  and  the  cultivation  of  it  eafy.  Caniaderago  Lake 
is  nearly  as  large  as  Lake  Otfego,  and  fix  miles  weft  of  it. 

Chatoque  Lake  is  the  fource  of  Conawongo  river, which  empties  into  the  Allegany; 
The  lower  end  of  it  whence  the  river  proceeds,  is  in  latitude  42  °  io'-,  from  thence  to 
its  head,  is  about  twenty-five  miles.  From  the  northweft  part  of  this  lake  to  Lake 
Erie,  is  nine  miles,  and  was  once  a  communication  ufed  by  the  French. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  mountains  in  Orange  county,  is  a  very  Valuable  tract  cal- 
led the  Drowned  Lands,  containing  about  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  acres.  The  waters, 
which  defcend  from  the  furrounding  hill,  being  but  flowly  difcharged  by  the  river 
ifluing  from  it,  cover  thefe  vaft  meadows  every  winter,  and  render  them  extremely 
fertile  ;  but  they  expofe  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  tointermittents.  The  Wallkill 
river,  which  partes  through  this  extenfive  tract,  and  empties  into  Hudfon's  river,  is, 
in  the  fpring,  ftored  with  very  large  eels  in  great  plenty.  The  bottom  of  this  river  is 
a  broken  rock  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  for  two  thoufand  pounds,  the  channel  might 
be  deepened,  fo  as  to  let  off  all  the  waters  from  the  meadows,  and  thereby  redeem 
from  the  floods  a  large  tract  of  rich  land,  for  grafs,  hemp,  and  Indian  corn. 

Roads. 3  The  roads  in  this  ftate  have  been  in  general  but  ill  attended  to  till  within 
the  two  or  three  laft  years.  The  legislature,  convinced  of  the  importance  of  attending 
to  the  matter,  and  perhaps  ftumbled  by  the  enterprizing  and  active  Pennfylvanians, 
who  are  competitors  for  the  trade  of  the  weftern  country,  have  lately  granted  very 
liberal  fums,  towards  improving  thofe  roads  that  traverfe  the  molt  fettled  parts  of  the 
country,  and  opening  fuch  as  lead  into  the  weftern  and  northern  parts  of  the  ftate, 
uniting  as  far  as  poffible  the  eftablifhments  on  the  Hudfon's  river,  and  the  moft  po- 
pulous parts  of  the  interior  country  by  the  neareft  practicable  diftances.  A  poft  re- 
gularly rides  from  Albany  to  the  Genefee  river,  once  a  fortnight,  through  Whites- 
town,  Geneva,  Canadaqua,  Canawargus  and  Williamfburgh  on  the  Genefee  river.  B  ' 
this  eftablilhment,  a  fafe  and  direct  conveyance  is  opened  between  the  moft  interior 
parts  of  the  united  ftates  to  the  weft,  and  the  feveral  ftates  in  the  union. 

A  grand  road,  opened  through  Clinton  county,  wbich  borders  upon  Canada,  in  the 
year  1790,  adds  greatly  to  the  convenience  and  fafety  of  travelling  between  the  ftate 
of  New- York,  and  Canada,  efpecially  in  the  winter,  when  palling  the  lake  on  ice  is 
often  dangerous  and  always  uncomfortable. 

A  road  hasalfo  been  lately  cut  from  Katt's  Kill,  on  the  Hudfon,  weftwardly,  which 
partes  near  Owafco  Lake. 

Bridges.]  A  bridge  called  Staat's  Bridge,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  and  of 
a  fufficient  width  to  admit  two  carriages  abreaft,has  lately  been  thrown  acrofs  Abram's 
Creek,  which  falls  into  Hudfon's  river,  near  the  city  of  Hudfon. 
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Skaticook  bridge,  in  the  town  of  that  mme,  ten  miles  from  I/irifiiigburgh,  is  an  in- 
genious ftru^ure,  built  at  the  private  expend  of  an  entei  prizing  and  liberal  gentle 
rtian.      It  coft  one  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds  currency. 

The  legifliture  of  the  ftate  hive  granted  three  thoufand  pounds  to  build  a  bridge 
over  the  fprouts  of  Mohawk  irver  whenever  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds  fhall  be 
fubferibed  and  piid.  This  bridge  will  be  one  of  thelargeft  in  America,  and  will  open  a 
direct  communication  to  a  very  extenfive  country  progrefnng  faft  in  population,  in 
the  northwestern  parts  of  the  ftate.   It  is  now  building. 

At  fort  Stanwix,  now  fort  Schuyler  is  a  bridge  over  the  Mohawk  river,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length  5  the  workmanfhip  of  which  does  great  credit  to 
the  ingenuity  of  the  workman,  as  the  arch  extends  frcm  fhoreto  fhore.  There  is  ano- 
ther bridge  over  this  river,  about  fifty  miles  above  Schenectady,  of  a  fi.milar  conftruc- 
tion,  Laving  an  arch  of  one  hundred  feet. 

Face  of  the  country,  mountains,"]       The  ftate,  to  fpeak  generally,  is  interfec- 
soil  and  production's.  J    ted  by  ridges  of  mountains   running    in  a 

fiortheaft  and  fouth  weft  direction.  Bevond  the  Allegany  mountains,  however,  the 
Country  is  a  dead  level,  of  a  fine,  rich  foil,  covered  in  its  natural  ftate,  with  map!e, 
beach,  birch,  cherry,  black  walnut,  locuft,  hickory  and  fome  mulberry  trees.  On  the 
banks  of  Lake  Erie, are  a  few  chefnut  and  oak  ridges.  Hemlock  fwamps  are  interfper- 
fed  thinly  through  the  country.  All  the  creeks  that  empty  into  Lake  Erit,  have  falls, 
Which  afford  many  excellent  mill  feats. 

The  lands  between  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  are  reprefented  as  uncommonly 
excellent,  being  rrioft  agreeably  diverfined  with  gentle  rifings  and  timbered  with  lofty 
trees,  with  little  underwood.  The  legislature  of  the  ftate  have  granted  one  million 
and  a  half  acres  of  land,  as  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  line  of  New- 
York.  The  tract  is  bounded  weft  by  the  eat  fhore  of  the  Seneca  Like  and  the  Maf- 
jachufetts  lands  in  the  nev  county  of  Ontario,  north  by  part  of  Ontario  near 
Fort  Ofwego  ;  fouth  by  a  ridge  of  the  Allegany  mountains  and  the  Pennfylvania  line 
and  "eaft,  by  Tufcarora  creek  (which  falls  nearly  into  the  middle  cf  the  Oneida  lake,) 
and  that  part  of  Montgomery  which  has  been  fettling  by  the  New-England  people 
Very  rapidly  fince  the  peace. 

This  pleafant  country  is  divided  into  twenty  five  townfhips  of  fixty  thoufand 
acres  each,  wheh  are  agvin  fub divided  into  one  hundred  convenient  farms,  of  fix 
hundred  acres,   making  in  the  whole  two  thoufand  five  hundred  farms. 

Eaft  of  the  Allegany  mountains  the  country  is  broken  into  hills  with  rich  interven- 
ing vallies.  The  hills  are  clothed  thick  with  timber,  and  when  cleared,  afford  fine 
pafture— the  vallies,  when  cultivated,  produce  wheat,  hemp,  flax,  peas,  oats,  Indian 
Corn. 

Befides  the  trees  already  mentioned,  there  are,  in  various  parts  of  the  ftate,  the 
feveral  kinds  of  oak  fuch  as  white,  red.  yellow,  black  and  chefnut  oak  ;  white,  yel- 
low, fpruee,  and  pitch  pines  ;  cedar,  fir  tree,  butter-nut,  afpin,  commonly  called  pop- 
lar,  white  wood,  which  in  Pennfylvania  is'called  poplar,  and  in  Europe  the  tulip  tree, 
rock  m3ple,  the  linden  tree,  which,  with  the  whitewood,  grows  on  the  low,  rich 
ground,  the  buttonwood,  fhrub- cranberry,  the  fruit  which  hangs  in  clufters,  like 
grapes,  is  large  as  cherries  ;  this  fhrub  too  grows  on  low  ground.  Befides  thefe  is 
thefumach,  which  bears  clufters  of  red  berries  ;  the  Indians  chew  the  leaves  inftead 
of  tobacco  ;  the  berries  are  ufed  in  dyes.  Of  the  commodities  produced  from  cul- 
ture, wheat  is  the  ftaple.  Of  this  article,  in  wheat  and  flour,  equivalent  to  one  mil- 
lion bufhels,  are  yearly  exported.  Indian  corn  and  peas  are  likewife  raifed  for  expor- 
tation ;  and  rye,  oats,  barley,  &c.  for  home  confumption. 

In  fome  parts  of  the  ftate,  large  dairies  are  kept,  which  furnifh  for  the  market, 
butter  and  cheefe.  The  beft  lands  in  this  ftate,  which  lie  along  the  Mohawk  river,  and 
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north  of  it,  and  weft  cf  the  Allegany  mountains,  are  yet  mofily  in  a  ftate  of  nature, 
but  are  moft  rapidly  fettling. 

The  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  mcft  northern  part  of  the  ftate,  on  lake  Chr.mplaiu 
and  I?  ke  George,  lies  about  n.idway  between  Quebec  and  New- York,  and  from  two 
hundred  and  thirty  to  two  hundred  and  forty  milts  from  each,  and  is  fettled  by  be- 
tween two  and  three  thoufand  inhabitants.  A  great  propoition  of  the  lands  in  this 
country  are  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  produce  in  abundance  the  various  kinds  of 
gram,  cultivated  in  other  parts  of  the  ftate.  The  inhabitants  nanufaclure  earthen 
ware,  and  pot  and  pearl  am  in  large  quantities,  which  they  export  to  New- York  or 
Quebec.  'I  heir  wool  is  of  a  better  quality  than  that  which  is  pioduced  in  more  fou- 
thern  climates  ;  their  beef  and  pork  are  fecond  to.none  ;  and  the  price  of  ftall  fed 
beef  m  Montreal  (diftant  fix'-y  miles  from  Plattsburg)  is  fuch  as  to  encourage  the  far- 
mers to  drive  their  cattle  to  that  market.  Their  forefts  fupply  them  with  fugar  and 
molr.ik's.  The  foil  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  cf  hemp.  T  he  lard  carriage  from 
any  part  of  the  country,  in  trai/porting  their  produce  to '  New-York,  does  not  ex- 
ceed eighteen  miles.  The  carrying- place  at  1  iconderoga,  is  one  mile  and  a  half  ; 
and,  from  Fort  George,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name,  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward,  is  but  fourteen  miles,  aft.r  which  there  are  two  or  three  fir.all  obstructions 
by  falls,  which  are  about  to  be  removed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  northern  canal. 
From  this  county  -to  Quebec  are  annually  fent  large  rafts  •,  the  rapi.'s  at  St.  John's 
and  Cramblee  being  the  only  interruption  in  t.he  navigation,  and  even  thole,  fome 
lcafons,  batteaux  with  f.xty  tufhelsof  fait  c*n  afcend. 

In  the  northern  and  unfettled  parts  of  the  ftate  are  plenty  of  moofe,  deer,  bears, 
fome  beavers,  marrins,and  moft  other  inhabitants  of  the  forcft,  except  wolves;  Ducks, 
grovvfe,  pigeons,  and  fifh  of  many  kinds,  and  particularly  fulmon,  are  t;Jken  in  great 
abundance  in  different  parts,  and  efpecially  in  the  county  of  Clinton. 

Population  and  character.]  For  the  population  of  this  ftate,  according  to  the 
cenfus  of  1790,  the  reader  is  referr- d  to  the  table  of  di virions.  In  1  706,  the  nuinber 
of  inhabitants  was  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoufand  eight  hund.ed  ajidnine* 
ty-feven,  of  whom  eighteen  thoufind  eight  hundred  and  eighty nine  were  blacks.  In 
J7n6,  there  were  ninety  fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  f-'venty-ftve  inhabitants,  in- 
cluding thirteeu  thoufand  five  hundied  and  forty- t\o  blacks.  The  average  annual  in> 
cj\e;fe  of  inhabitants  in  this  ftate,  from  1756,  to  17S0,  was  four  thoufand  five  hun«. 
dred  and  fifty-four.  T  he  annual  increafe  for  the  four  years  fucceeding  1  786,  was  up. 
wards  of  twenty  five  thoufand.  A  great  proportion  of  this  increafe  cor.fifts  of  emi- 
giants  from  the  New-England  ftates.  The  population  for  eyety  fquare  mile,  including 
the  whole  ft-ite,  is  neatly  eight,  vvhith  fhows  that  a  great  part  of  the  country  is  yet 
unfettled. 

1  he  effects  of  the  revolution  have  been  as  greatly  and  as  happily  felt  by  this,  as 
by  any  of  the  united  ftates.  The  acceflion  of  inhabitants  within  a  few  years  has  been 
great,  even  beyond  calculation  ;  and  fo  lono  as  lands  can  be  obtained  on  advantageous 
terms,  and  with  a  good  title,  and  the  general '  government  continues  to  protect  in- 
duftry  and  encourage  commerce,  fo  long  they  will  continue  to  increafe.  The  new  fet- 
tlernents  that  are  forming  in  the  northern  and  weftern  parts  of  the  ftrte,  are  princi- 
pally by  people  from  New- England.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  Dutch  enterpize  few 
or  no  fettlements.  Among  all  the  new  townfiiips  that  have  been  fettled  fince  the  peace, 
(and  they  have  been  very  numerous)  it  is  not  known  that  one  has  been  fettled  by 
them. 

The  anceftors  of  the  inhabitants  In  the  fouthernand  middle  parts  of  Long-lfland, 
were  either  natives  of  England,  or  the  immediate  defendants  of  the  firft  fettlers  of 
New-England,  and  their  manners  and  cuftoms  remain.  The  counties  inhabited  by  the 
P^itch,  have  adopted  Englifh  manners  in  a  great  degree,  but  ftill  retain  many  modes? 
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particularly  in  their  religion,  which  are  peculiar  to  the  Hollanders.  They  are  induf- 
trious,  neat  and  economical  in  the  management  of"  their  farms  and  their  families. 
The  revolution  and  its  confequences  have  had  a  very  perceptible  influence  in 
diffufing  a  fpirit  of  liberality  among  the  Dutch,  and  in  difpelling  the  clouds  of  igno- 
rance and  national  prejudice.  Schools,  academies,  and  colleges  are  eftablifhed  and 
etrablimfno'  for  the  education  of  their  chi'dren,  in  the  Englim  and  learned  languages, 
and  in  the  arts  and  fciences,and  a  literary  and  fcientiflc  fpirit  is  evidently    iricreafing, 

Befides  the  Dutch  and  Englim  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  this  (late  many  emi- 
grants from  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany,  and  fomefew  from  France.  Many  Germans 
are  fettled  on  the  Mohawk,  and  fome  Scots  people  on  the  Hudfon,  in  the  county  of 
Washington.  The  principal  part  of  the  two  former  fettled  in  the  city  of  New- York  ; 
and  retain  the  manners,  the  religion,  and  fome  of  them  the  language  of  their  i  effec- 
tive countries.  The  French  emigrants  fettled. principally  at  New-Rochelle,  and  on 
Sfaten  ifl  nd. 

Chief  towns.]  There  are  three  incorporated  cities  in  this  (late  ;  New-York,  Al- 
bany, and  Hudfon.  New  York  is  the  capital  of  the  ftate,  aud  ftands  on  the  fouthweft 
point  of  Manhattan,  commonly  called  New- York  i(land,at  the  confluence  of  the  Hud- 
fon and  Eaft  rives.  The  principal  part  of  the  city  lies  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
although  the  buildings  extend  from  one  river  to  the  other.  The  kngth  of  the  cry 
on  Eaft  river  is  about  two  miles  •,  but  fails  much  fnort  of  that  diftar.ee  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudfon.  Its  breadth,  on  an  average,  is  nearly  three- fourths  cf  a  mile  ;  and  its 
circumference  may  be  four  >niles.  The  plan  of  the  city  is  not  perfectly  regular.  The 
ground, which  was  unoccupied  before  the  pea:eof  1783,  was  laid  out  in  parrailel  ftreets 
of  convenient  width  which  has  had  a  good  effect  upon  the  parts  of  the  city  lately 
built.  The  principal  ftreets  run  nearly  paralld  with  the  rivers.  Thefe  are  interfered, 
though  not  at  right  angles,  by  ftreets  running  from  river  to  river.  In  the  width  cf 
the  ftreets  there  is  a  great  rJiverfity.  Water  ftrt-et  aud  Queen  ftreer,  which  occupy  the 
banks  of  Eaft  river,  are  very  conveniently  fituated  for  bufine's,  but  they  are  low 
and  too  narrow  ;  not  admitting,  in  fome  places,  of  walks  on  the  fides  for  foot  paf- 
1  ngers.  Broad-  (Ireet,  extending  from  the  Exchange  to  City- Hall,  is  fufficiently  wide. 
This  was  originally  builfonea~ch  fide  of  the  cretk  which  penetrated  almoft  to  the 
city-  ha]|.  This  ftreet  is  low,  yet  pleafant.  But  the  moft  convenient  and  agreeable  part 
of  the  city  is  the  Broadway.  It  begins  at  ap.iint  which  is  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  Hudfon  and  Eut  rivers-— occupies  the  height  of  land  between  them  upon  a  true 
meridianal  line— -rifes  gently  to  the  northward— is  near  feventy  feet  wide —  adorned, 
.where  the  fort  formerly  ftood,  with  an  elegant  brick  edifice,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  governor  of  theftaf.e,  and  a  public  walk  from  the  extremity  of  the  point,  oc- 
cupying the  ground  of  the  lower  battery,  which  is  now  demolished— alfp,  with  two 
jejifcopal  churches  and  a  number  of  elegant  private  buildings.  ^  terminates  to  the 
northward,  in  a  triangular  area,  fronting  the  bridewell  and  alms- hpufe,  and  com- 
mands, from  any  point,  a  view  of  the  Bay  and  Narrows. 

Since  the  year  1788,  that  part  of  the  city  which  was  buried  in  ruins  during  the 
war,  has  been  rapidly  rebuilding — the  ftreets  are  widened,  ftraitened,  raifed  in  the 
middle  under  an  angle  fuflicient  to  carry  of7  the  water  to'  the  fide-gutters,  and  foot- 
ways of  brick  made  on  each  fide.  At  this  time,  the  part  that  was  deftroyed  by  fire  is 
almcft  wholly  covered  with  elegant  brick  houfes. 

The  houfes  are  generally  built  of  brick,  and  the  roofs  tiled.  There  remain  a  few 
houfes  buiit  after  the  old  Dutch  manner  j  but  the  Englifh  tafte  has  prevailed  almoft 
a  century. 

The  moft  magnificent  edifice  in  this  city  is  Federal-ball,  fituated  at  the  head  of 
Broad-ftreet,  where  its  front  appears  to  great  advantage.  ,  Thebafement  ftory  is  Tuf- 
can,  and  is  pierced  with  (even  openings ;  four  mafly  pillars  in  the  centre,  fupport  - 
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four  Doric  columns  and  a  pediment.  The  freeze  is  ingenoufly  divided,  to  admit  thir- 
teen ftars  in  metopes,  ;  thefe,  with  the  American  eagle,'  and  other  inftgnia  in  the  pedi  • 
ment,  and  the  tablets  over  the  windows,  filled  with  the  thirteen  arrows  and  the  olive 
branch  united,    mark  it  as  a  building  defignated  for  national  purpofes. 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city  are  three  houfes  for  public  worfhip  for  the 
Dutch  reformed  church — four  prefbyterian  churches — three  epifcopal  churches  i 
two  for  German  Lutherans  and  Calvinifts— two  Friends'  meeting  houfesWwo  for 
baptifts — two  for  methodifts — one  for  Moravians — one  Roman  catholic  church-^one 
French  proteflant  church,  out  of  repair,  and  a  Jews-fynagogue.  Befides  thefe,  there 
are  the  governor's  houfe,  already  mentioned,  a  moft  elegant  building — the  college, 
jail,  and  feveral  other  buildings  cf  lefs  note.  The  city  is  accommodated  Jvith  four 
markets  in  different  parts,  which  are  furnifhed  with  a  great  plenty  and  variety  of  pro- 
visions in  neat  and  excellent  order. 

The  government  of  the  city  (which  was  incorporated  in  1696)  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  a  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  The  city  is  divided  into  (cvsn  wards,  in 
each  of  which  there  are  chofen  annually  by  the  people  ah  alderman  and  an  afihtant, 
who  together  with  the  recorder,  are  appointed  annually  by  the  council  of  appointment. 
The  mayor's  court,  which  is  held  from  time  to  time  by  adjournment,  is  in  high 
reputation  as  a  court  of  law. 

A  court  of  feftions  is  likewife  held  for  the  trial  of  crirrinal  cauf_js. 
The  fituation  of  the  city  is  both  healthy  and  ple.ifant.  Surrounded  on  all  fides  by 
water,  it  is  refreshed  with  cool  breezes  in  fummer,  and  the  air  in  winter  is  more  tem- 
perate than  in  other  places  under  the  fame  parallel.  York  ifl  md  is  fifteen  miles  in 
length,  and  hardly  one  in  breadth.  It  is  joined  to  the  main,  by  a  bridge  called  King's 
Bridge.  The  channel  between  Long  and  Staten  iflinds,  and  between  Lon?  and  York 
Iflands,  are  fo  narrow  as  to  occafion  an  unufual  rapidity  of  tides,  which  is  incre.ifid 
by  the  confluence  of  the  waters  of  the  Hudfon  and  Eaft  River.  This  rapidity  irf  ge- 
neral prevents  the  obftruclion  of  the  channel  by  ice,  fo  that  the  mVigitioi  is  cbar,  exv 
cept  for  a  few  days  in  feafons  when  the  weather  is  uncommonly  fev.-re.  There  is  nd 
bafon  or  bay  for  the  reception  of  fhips  ;  but  the  read  where  they  lie  in  Eaft  river,  is 
defended  from  the  violence  of  the  fea  by  the  iflinds  which  interlock  with  each  other  ; 
fo  that  except  that  of  Rhode  Hland,  and  Portland  in  the  diftiict  of  Mun,  the  harbour 
of  New- York,  which  admits  fhips  of  any  burden,  is  the  beft  in  the  united  ftates. 

This  city  is  in  a  moft  eligable  fituation  for  commerce.  .  It  almoft  neceflarily  com- 
mands the  trade  of  one  half  of  New- Jerfey,  moft  of  that  of  Connecticut,  part  of  that  of 
MafTachufetts  and  almoft  the  whole  of  Vermont,  befides  the  whole  fertile  interior 
country  which  is  penetrated  by  one  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  America.  This  city  im- 
ports moft  cf  the  goods  cenfumed  between  a  line  of  thirty  miles  eaft  of  Connecticut 
river,  and  twenty  miles  weft  of  the  Hudfon,  which  is  130  miles,  and  between  the 
ocean  and  the  confines  of  Canada,  about  400  miles  •,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is 
the  beft  peopled  of  any  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  whole  territory  contains  at 
leaft  800,000  people,  or  one-fifth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  union.  Befides,  fomeof  the 
other  ftates  are  partially  fupplied  with  goods  from  New-York.  But  in  the  ftaple  com- 
modity, flour,  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  have  exceeded  it — -the  fuperfine  flour  of 
thofe  ftatts  commanding  a  higher  price  than  that  of  New-York  ;  not  that  the  quality 
of  the  grain  is  worfe,  but  becaufe  greater  attention  is  paid  in  thofe  ftates  to  the  in- 
flection and  manufacture  of  that  article, 

A  want  of  good  water  is  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  citizens  •,  there  being  few- 
wells  in  the  city.  Moft  of  the  people  are  fupplied  every  day  with  frefh  water,  conveyed 
to  their  doors  in  cafks,  from  a  pump  near  the  head  of  Queen- ftreet,  which  receives  it 
from  a  fpring  almoft  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  city.  This  well  is  about  twenty  feet 
deep,  and  four  feet  diameter.  The  average  quantity  drawn  daily  from  it,  is  one  hundred 
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and  ten  hogfheads  of  one  hundredand  thirty  gallons  each. — In  foraehot  fiimmer  d»ys 
two  hundred  and  fixteen  hogfh-ads  have  been  drawn  fiom  it  ;  and  what  is  Berj"  lin- 
gular, there  is  never  more  cr  lefs  than  about  three  feet  water  in  the  well.  The  water 
is  fold  commonly  at  three-pence  a  hogfhea i  at  the  pump.  Several  propofals  have  been 
made  by  individuals  to  lupply  the  citizens  by  pipes  -,  but  none  have  yet  been  ac- 
cepted. 

New-York  is  one  of  the  gayeft  places  in  America.  The  ladies,  in  the  richnefs  and 
brilliancy  of  their  drefs,  are  not  exceeded  in  any  city  in  the  united  ftates.  They 
are  not  folelv  employed  in  attentions  to  drefs.  There  are  many  who  are  ftudious  to 
add  to  brilliant  external  accomplifhments,  the  more  brilliant  and  lafting  accomplifh- 
ments  of  the  mind.  Nor  have  they  been  unfuccefsful ;  for  New  York  can  boaft  of 
great  numbers  of  ladies,  of  refined  tafte,  whofe  minds  are  highly  improved,  and  whofe 
converfation  is  as  inviting  as  their  perfonal  charms.  Tinctured  with  a  Dutch  education, 
they  manage  their  families  with  good  economy  and  Angular  neatnefs. 

In  point  of  fociability  and  hofpitality,  New-York  is  hardly  exceeded  by  any  town 
in  the  united  ftates. 

On  a  general  view  of  this  city,  as  defcribed  thirty  years  ago,  and  in  its  prefent  ftare> 
the  comparifon  is  flattering  to  the  prefent  age  •,  particularly  the  improvements  in  tafte* 
elegance  of  manners,  and  that  eafy  unaffected  civility  and  politenefs,  which  form  the 
Iiappinefs  of  focial  intercourfe. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  in  1 7 56,  was  ten 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  one:— 1771,  twenty-one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fixty  three  ;  1786,  twenty-three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourteen  ;  1790,  thirty- 
three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one.  The  number  has  greatly  increafed  fince 
the  laft  period. 

Albany  is  fituated  upon  the  weft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  one  hundred  and  fixty 
miles  north  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  latitude  42  °  36',  and  is,  by  charter,  granted 
in  16S6,  one  mile  upon  the  river,  and  fixteen  miles  back.  It  contains  upwards  of  one 
thoufand  houfes,  built  moftly  by  trading  people  on  the  margin  of  the  river.  The 
houfes  ftand  chiefly  upon  Pearl,  Market  and  Water-ftreets,  and  fix  other  ftreets  of 
lines  which  crefs  them  at  right  angles. 

The  city  of  Albany  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  collected  from  va- 
rious parts.  As  great  a  variety  of  languages  is  fpoken  in  Albany,  as  in  any  town  in 
the  united  ftates;  but  the  Englifh  predominates,  and  the  ufe  ofeverv  other  is  con^ 
ftantly  leffening.  Adventurers  in  purluit  cf  wealth,  are  led  here  by  the  advantages 
for  trade  which  this  place  affords. 

Albany  is  unrivalled  in  its  fifuation.  It  ftands  on  the  bank  of  one  of  the  fineft  ri- 
vers in  the  world,  at  the  head  of  floop-navigation.  It  enjoys  a  falubrious  air,  as  is  evinc- 
ed by  the  longevity  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  the  natural  emporium  of  the  increafing 
trade  of  a  large  extent  cf  country  weft  and  north— a  country  of  an  excellent  foil, 
abounding  in  every  article  for  the  Weft- India  market— -plentifully  watered  with  na- 
vigable lakes,  creeks,  and  rivers,  as  yet  only  partially  peopled,  but  fettling  with  al- 
moft  unexampled  rapidity,  and  capable  of  affording  fubfiftence  and  affluence  to  millions 
of  inhabitants. 

The  well-water  in  this  city  is  extremely  bad,  fcarcely  drinkable  by  thofe  who  are 
not  accuftomed  to  it.  It  oozes  through  a  ftiff,  blue  clay,  and  imbibes  in  its  pafiage, 
the  fine  particles  common  to  that  kind  of  foil.  This  difcolours  it,  and,  when  expofed 
any  length  of  time  to  the  air,  it  acquires  a  difagreeable  tafte.  Indeed,  all  the  water 
for  cooking  is  brought  from  the  river,  and  many  families  ufe  it  to  drink.  The  water 
in  the  wells  is  unwholefome,  being  full  of  little  infects,  refembling,  except  in  fize, 
thofe  which  we  frequently  fee  in  ftignated  rain  water.  But  the  inhabitants  are  about 
to  remedy  this  inconvenience  by  conftructing  water  works,  to  convey  good  water 
into  the  city.    Tuft  back  of  the  city,  there  is  very  high  ground,  filled  with  good  wa*< 
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ter,  which  may,  with  great  eafe,  and  at  an  expenfe  that  would  bear  no  proportion 
to  the  advantages,  becondudted  by  pipes  to  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  even  to  the 
upper  chambers  of  the  houfss. 

.  The  public  buildings  are  a  Low  Dutch  church,  one  for  prePcyterians,  one  for 
Germans  or  High  Dutch,  one  for  epifcopalians— an  hofpital,  the  city-hall,  and  a  hand- 
fome  brick  jail. 

The  city  of  Hudfon  has  had  the  moft  rapid  growth  of  any  place  in  America,  if  we 
except  Baltimore  in  Maryland.  It  is  situated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  in 
lat.  420  23'  and  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  north  of  New- York  •,  thirty  miles 
fouth  of  Albany,  and  four  miles  weft  from  old  Claverack  town.  Ic  is  furrounded  by 
an  extenfive  and  fertile  back  country,  and  in  proportion  to  its  fize  and  populition, 
carries  on  a  large  trade. 

No  longer  ago  than  the  autumn  of  1783,  meflrs.  Seth  and  Thomas  Jenkins,  from 
Providence,  in  the  ftare  of  Rhode- Ifland,  having  firft  reconnoitered  ail  the  way  up 
the  river,  fixed  on  theunfettled  fpot  where  Hudfon  now  ftands,  for  a  town.  To  this 
fpot  they  found  the  river  was  navigable  for  veflels  of  any  fize.  They  purchafed  a  trad: 
of  about  a  mile  fquare,  bordering  on  the  river,  with  a  large  bay  to  the  fouthward, 
and  divided  it  into  thirty  parcels  or  mares.  Other  adventurers  were  admitted  to  pro- 
portions, and  the  town  was  laid  out  in  fquares,  formed  by  fpacious  ftreets,  crofting 
each  other  at  right  angles.  Each  fquare  contains  thirty  lots,  two  deep,  divided  bv  a 
twenty  feet  alley  ;  each  lot  is  fifty  feet  in  front  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in 
depth. 

In  the  fpring  of  ^784,  feveral  houfes  and  (lores  were  erected.  The  increafe  of  the 
town  from  this  period  to  the  fpring  of  17S6,  two  years  only,  was  aftoniftiingly  rapid, 
and  reflects  great  honour  upon  the  enterprizing  and  perfevering  fpiiit  of  the  origi- 
nal founders.  In  the  fpace  of  time  juft  mentioned,  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fiftv 
dwelling  houfes,  betides  ftiops,  barns,  and  other  buildings,  four  warehoufes,  feveral 
wharves,  fpermaceti  works,  a  covered  rope-walk,  and  one  of  the  b:u  diftilleries  in 
America,  were  erected,  and  fifteen  hundred  fouls  collected  on  a  fpot,  which,  three  years 
before,  was  cultivated  as  a  farm,  and  but  two  years  before  began  to  be  built.  Its  in- 
creafe  fince  has  been  very  rapid  ;  a  printing-office  has  been  eftablifhed,  and  feveral 
public  buildings  have  been  erected,  befides  dwelling  houfes,  ("teres,  bcc.  The  inhabitants 
are  plentifully  and  conveniently  fupplied  with  water,  brought  to  their  cellars  in  wood- 
en pipes,  from  a  fpring  two  miles  from  the  town. 

Foughkeeplie  is  the  (hire  town  of  Dutchefs  county,  and  is  fituated  upon  the.  eaft 
fide  of  the  Hudfon's  river,  and  north  of  Wapping  kill  or  creek.  It  is  a  plea  fan  t  lit- 
tle town,   and  has  frequently  been  the  feat  of  the  ftate  government. 

Lar.fingburgh,  formerly  called  the  New-City,  ftands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Hudfcn, 
juft  oppofite  the  fouth  branch  of  Mohawk  river,  and  nine  miles  north  of  Albany. 
It  is  a  very  flourifhing  place,  pleafmlly  fituated  on  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  a  hill. 

Kingfton  is  the  county  town  of  Ulfter.  Before  it  was  burnt  by  the  Britifh,  in  1777, 
it  contained  about  two  hundred  houfes  regularly  built,  on  an  elevated,  dry  plain,  at 
the  mouth  of  a  little  pleafant  ftream,  called  Eibpus  kill  or  creek,  that  empties  into  the 
Hudfon-,  but  is  neaily  two  miles  weft  from  trie  river.  The  town  has  been  rebuilt. 
Schenectady  is  fixteen  miles  northweft  of  Albany,  in  Albany  county,  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mohawkriver.  1  he  town  is  compact  and  regular,  containing  about  three 
hundred  houfes,  built  of  brick,  and,  excepting  a  few,  in  the  old  Dutch  ftyle,  on  a  rich 
flat  of  low  land,  furrounded  with  hills.  The  windings  of  the  river  through  the  town, 
the  fields,  and  a  fine  body  of  rich  intervale,  which  is  often  overflowed  in  the  fpringj 
affords  beautiful  profpect  about  harveft-time.  As  it  is  at  the  foot  of  navigation  on  a 
long  river,  which  panes  through  a  very  fertile  country,  one  would  fuppofe  it  to  em- 
brace much  of  the  commerce  of  it ;   but  originally  knowing   no  other  than  the  fur- 
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trade,  fince  the  revolution,  the  place  has  decayed,  and  no  adyantage  been  taken  of  its 
happy  fituation. 

Plattfburgh  is  an  extenfive  townfhip  in  Clinton  county,  fituated  on  the  weft  margin 
of  lake  Champlain.  From  the  fouth  part  of  the  town,  the  mountains  verge  away  wide 
from  therlakc,  and  leave  a  charming  tract  of  excellent  land,  of  a  rich  loam,  well  wa- 
tered and  about  an  equal  pioportion  fuitable  for  meadow  and  for  tillage.  The  land 
i  ifes  in  a  gentle  afcent  forfeveral  miles  from  the  lake,  of  which  every  farm  will  have  a 
delightful  view.  Seven  years  ago,  this  townfhip  and  the  whole  county,  indeed,  which 
at  prefent  contains  feveral  thoufand  inhabitants,  was  a  vvildernefs  ;  now  they  have  a 
houfe  for  public  worfhip,  a  court  houfe,  and  jail.  The  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  ge- 
neral feflions  of  the  peace,  fit  here  twice  a  year:  they  have  artifims,  of  almoft  every 
kind,  among  them;  and  furnifh,  among  themfelves,  all  the  materials  for  building,  glafs 
excepted.  Polite  circles  may  here  be  found,  and  the  genteel  traveller  be  entertained 
with  the  luxuries  of  a  feaport,  a  tune  on  the  harpficord,  and  a  philofophical  conver- 
fation.  This,  with  many  other  inftances  of  the  kind,  ferves  to  verify  a  prophetic  remark 
in  a  letter  of  congrefs  to  their  conftituents  written  in  a  time  of  gloomy  defpondency, 
to  the  following  purport  :  "  Vaft  lakes  and  rivers,  fcarcely  known  or  explored,  whofe 
waters  have  rolled  for  ages  in  filence  and  obfcurity  to  the  ocean,  and  exteniive  wil- 
derneffes  of  fertile  foil,  the  dwelling  place  of  favage  hearts,  (hall  yet  hear  the  d'm  of  in- 
duftry,  become  fublsrvient  to  commerce,  andboaft  delightful  villas,  gilded  fpires,  and 
fpacious  cities  rifing  on  their  banks,  and  fields  loaded  with  the   fruit  of  cultivation." 

Agriculture  and  manufactures.]  New-York  is  confiderably  behind  her  neigh- 
bours in  New-England,  Nevv-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania,  in  point  of  improvements  in 
agriculture  and  manufactures.  Among  other  reafons  for  this  deficiency,  that  of  want 
of  enterprize  in  the  inhabitants  is  not  the  leaft.  Indeed,  their  local  advantages  have 
been  fuch,  that  they  have  grown  rich  without  enterprize.  Befides,  lands  have  hither- 
to been  fo  cheap,  and-farms  fo  large,  as  to  render  exertion  almoft  unneceffary.  Popula- 
tion alone  ftamps  a  value  upon  lands,  and  lays  a  foundation  for  high  improvirients  in 
agriculture.  When  a  man  is  obliged  to  maintain  a  family  on  a  fmall  farm,  his  inven- 
tion is  exercifed  to  find  out  every  improvement  that  may  render  it  more  productive. 
This -appears  to  be  the  great  reafon  why  the  lands  on  Delaware  and  Connecticut  rivers 
produce  to  the  farmer  twice  as  much  clear  profit,  as  lands  in  equal  quantity  and  of  the 
fame  quality  upon  the  Hudfon.  Another  caufe  which  has  heretofore  operated  in  pre- 
venting agricultural  improvements  in  this  ftate  has  been  the  government,  which,  in 
the  manner  it  was  conducted  until  the  revolution,  was  extremely  unfavourable  to  im- 
provements of  almoft  every  kind,and  particularly  in  agriculture.  Many  of  the  govern- 
ors were  land-jobbers,  bent  on  making  their  fortunes;  and  being  inverted  with' 
power  to  do  this,  they  either  engroffed  for  themfelves  or  patented  away  to  their  par- 
ticular favourites  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  whole  province.  This  proved  an  effec- 
tual bar  to  population, and, of  courfe,prevented  improvements  in  agriculture.  It  ought 
to  be  obferved,  in  this  connection,  that  thefe  overgrown  eftates  could  be  cultivated 
only  by  the  hands  of  tenants,  who,  having  no  right  in  the  foil,  and  no  certain  prof- 
peel  of  continuing  upon  the  farm  which  they  held  at  the  will  of  their  landlord,  had  no 
motives  to  make  thofe  expenfive  improvements,  which,  though  not  immediately  pro- 
ductive, would  prove  very  profitable  in  fome  future  period.  But  thefe  obftacles  have 
been  removed,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  thc-evtflution.  The  genius  of  the  government 
of  this  ftate,  however,  ftill  favours  large  monopolies  of  lands,  which  have,  for  fome 
years  back,  been  gra.ited,.  without  regard  either  to  quality  or  fettlement.  The  fine 
fertile  country  of  the  Mohawk,  in  Montgomery  county,  which  was  formerly  poflefled 
by  fir  William  Johnfton,  and  other  land-jobbers,  who  were  enemies  to  their  country, 
has  been  forfeited  to  the  ftate,  and  is  now  divided  into  freehold  eftates,  and  fettling 
with  ajbonjfhing  rapidity. 
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The  city  of  New  York  contains  a  great  number  of  people,  who  are  employed  in  vari- 
ous kinds  of  manufactures.  Among  many  other  articles  manufactured  in  this  city,  arc 
wheels carriages  of  all  kinds,  loaf  fugar,  hread,  beer,  fhoes  and  boots,  faddlery,  printed 
books,  cabinet-work,  cutlery,  hats,  wool-caids,  clock,  watches,  potters'. ware,  um- 
brellas, all  kinds  of  mathematicsl  and  mufical  inftruments,  fhips,  and  every  thing  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  equipment.  Glafs-  works,  and  feveral  ironworks,  have  been  eftablifh- 
ed  in  different  parrs  of  the  country, but  they  never,  till  lately,  have  been  very  produc- 
tive, owinp  folely  to  the  want  of  workmen,  and  the  high  price  cf  labour,  its  neceffary 
confequence.  The  internal  rrfources  r.nd  advantages  for  thefe  manufactories,  fuch  as 
ore,  wood,  water,  hearth  ftone.  proper  Situations  for  blooneries,  forges,  and  all  kinds 
of  water- works,  arc  immenfe.  J  here  are  feveral  paper-mills  in  the  irate,  which  are 
worked  to  advantage-  The  manufacture  of  maple  fugar,  within  a  few  years  paft,  hr;s 
becon-.e  an  object  of  great  importance.  Three  hundred  chefts,  of  four  hundred  pounds 
each,  were  made  in  the  thinly  inhabited  county  of  Otfego,  in  the  year  179 1  ;  befides 
large  quantities,  fufficient  for  heme-cenfumption,  in  other  newly-fettled  parts  of  the 
ftate. 

Tr.Anc]  The  fituation  of  New-York,  with  refpect  to  foreign  markets,  has  deci- 
dedly the  preference  to  any  of  the  ftates.  It  has,  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  a  fhort  and 
eafy  accefs  to  tin  ocean.  We  have  already  mentioned  that  it  commands  the  trade  of 
a  great  proportion  of  the  beft  fettled,  and  beft  cultivated  parts  of  the  united  ftates. 
New- York  has  not  been  unmindful  of  her  fuperior  local  advantages,  but  has  availed 
heifelf  of  them  to  their  full  extent. 

Her  exports  to  the  Weft  Indies  are,  bifcuic,  peas,  Indian  corn,  apples,  onions, 
board?,  (laves,  horfes,  fheep,  butter,  cheefe,  pickled  oyfters,  beef  and  pork.  Eut  wheat 
is  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the  ftate,  of  which  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  bufhels  were  exported  in  the  year  1775,  befides  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- five  tens  of  bread,  and  two  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  tons  of  flour.  Infptctors  of  flcur  are  appointed  to  pre- 
vent impositions,  end  to  fee  that  none  is  exported  but  what  is  merchantable.- 
Weft-India  goods  are  received  in  return  for  thefe  articles.  Befides  the  above- 
mentioned  commodities,  are  exported  flaxfeed,  cotton,  woo!,  farfaparilla,  coffee,  in- 
digo, rice,  pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pot- aft),  pearl-afh,  furs,  deer  fkins,  log-wood,  fuftic, 
mahogany,  beeswax,  oil,  fvjsdeira"  wine,  tvm,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  whale,  fins,  fifh, 
fugars,  molaffes,  fair,  tobacco,  lard,  &c,  1  ut  moft  of  thefe  articles  are  impottec  for  re- 
exportation. The  trade  of  this  fiate  has  greatly  increafed  fince  the  revolution,  and  the 
balance  is  almoft  constantly  in  its  favour.  The  exports  to  fenign  parts,  for  the  year 
ending  September  30th,  1791,  cor  filling  principally  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,, 
smounted  to  two  millions  five  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  niriety- 
feven  dollars.  This  ftate  owns  nearly  fifty  thoufand  tons  of  fbipping,  befides  which, 
fhe  finds  employment  for  about  forty  thoufand  tons  of  foreign  veffels, 

M£d:cinal  springs.]  The  moft  noted  fprings  in  this  ftate  are  thofe  of  Saratoga. 
They  are  eight  or  nine  in  number,  faulted  in  ihe  margin  of  a  marfti,  formed  by  9 
branch  of  Kayadarofibra  Creek,  about  twelve  miles  weft  from  the  confluence  of  Pifh 
Creek,  and  Hudfon's  river.  They  are  furrounded  bvarockofa  peculiar  kind,  formed 
by  petrefactions.  One  of  them,  however,  more  particularly  attracts  the  attention  :  it 
rifes  above  the  furfaceof  the  earth,  five'or  fix  feet,  in  the  form  cf  a  pyramid.  The 
aperture  in  the  top,  which  difcovers  the  water,  is  perfectly  cylindrical,  of  about  nine 
inches  diameter.  In  this  the  water  is  about  twelve  inches  below  the  top,  except  at  the 
time  of  its  annual  difcharge,  which  is  commonly  in  the  beginning  of  fummer.  At  all 
•  times  it  appears  to  be  in  as  great  agitation  as  if  boiling  in  a  pot,  although  it  is  ex- 
tremely coid.  The  fame  appearances  obtain  in  the  other  fprings,  except  that  the  fur- 
toiindmg  rocks  are  of  different  figures,  and  the  \vater  flows  regularly  from  them. 
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By  obfervation  and  experiment,  the  principal  impregnation  of  the  water  is  found 
to  be  a  f>r1ile  acid,  which  is  predominant  in  the  tafte.  It  is  alfo  ftrorgly  impregnated 
with  a  faline  fubftance,  wl  ich  is  very  difcernible  in  the  falte  of  the  water,  and  in  the 
taite  and  fmell  of  ihe  petrified  natter  about  it.  From  the  corrofive  and  diffolving  na- 
ture of  the  acid,  the  water  acquires  a  chalybeate  property,  and  receives  into  its  com- 
pofition  a.  portion  of  calcareous  earth,  which,  when  feparated,  refembles  an  impure 
magnefia.  As  the  different  fprings  have  noeffential  variance  in  the  nature  of  their 
waters,  but  the  proportions  of  the  chalybeate  impregnation,  it  is  probable  that  they 
are  derived  from  one  common  fcurce,  but  flow  in  feparate  channels,  where  they 
have  connexion  with  metallic  bodies,  in  greater  or  lefs  proportions. 

The  prodigi*  us  quantity  of  air  contained  in  this  water,  m?kes  another  diftinguifh- 
ing  property  of  it.  This  air,  driving  for  enlargement,  produces  the  fermentation  and 
violent  action  of  the  water  before  described.  After  the  water  has  flood  a  fmall  time 
in  an  open  vefill  (no  tight  one  will  contain  it)  the  air  efcapes,  the  water  becomes  va- 
pid, and  lofes  all  that  life  and  pungency  which  diflijiguifh  it  when  firft  taken  from 
the  poo.}.  The  particles  of  diflblvinjr  earth  are  depofited  as  the  waterflow's  off",  which, 
with  the  combination  of  the  falts  and  fixed  air,  concrete  and  form  the  rocks  about  the 
fprings. 

To  moft  people  who  diir.k  the  water?,  they  are  at  firft  very  difaereeable,  having  a 
ftrong,  brackifh,  briny  tafte  ;  but  ufe,  in  a  great  meafure,  t,ikes  off  the  naufeoufneis, 
and  renders  them  palatable,  and  to  many,  very  grateful.  Upon  a  few  they  operate  as 
an  emetic  ;  upon  molt  as  cathartic  and  diuretic.  They  may  be  taken  in  very  large 
quantities  without  fenfible  injury  or  difagreeabte  operation. 

New- Lebanon  fprings  are  next  in  celebrity  to  thofe  of  Saratoga.  New-Lebanon  is  a 
pleafant  village,  fituated  partly  in  a  vale,  and  partly  ort  the  declivity  of  hills.  The 
pool  is  fituated  on  a  commanding  eminence,  overlooking  the  valley,  and  furrounded 
with  a  few  houfes,  which  afford  but  indifferent  accommodations  for  the  valetudinari- 
ans who  refort  here  in  fearch  of  health.  The  wafers  have  an  agreeable  temperature, 
and  are  not  unpleafant  to  the  tafte.  From  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Mitchel,  it  appears 
that  the  water  contains  no  iron,  no  lime,  no  neutral  fait,  no  fixed  a'r,  no  other  acid— - 
that  foap  unites  very  well  with  tre  water,  and  makes  a  good  lather,  and  is  excellent 
for  bleaching  cloths— that  the  fpring  is  a.  thermae,  and  has  aplenty  of  lime  -ftone  in  its 
neighbourhood.  Its  warmth  is  fo  considerable,  that  during  the  coolnefs  of  the  morn- 
ing, even  in  Auguft,  copious  vapours  are  emitted  by  the  pool,  and  the  ftream  which 
irl lies  from  it,  for  a  confiderable  diftance.  But  the  evaporated  matter  has  no  peculiar 
odour. 

In  the  new  town  of  Renffalaer,  nearly  oppofite  the  city  of  Albany,  a  medicinal 
fpring  has  lately  been  difcovered,  combining  moft  of  the  valuable  properties  of  the 
celebrated  waters  of  Saratoga; 

The  falt-fprings  we  have  already  mentioned.  The  weight  of  a  bufhel  of  the  fait, 
made  of  thefe  waters, is  fifty  fix  pounds, and  is  equal  in  goodnefs  to  that  imported  from 
Turks-Ifland. 

Minerals  andfossils.]  This  ftate  emboforris  vail  quantities  of  iron  ore.  Natural- 
ifts  have  obferved,  that  ore,  in  fwamps  and  pondy  grounds,  vegetates  and  increafes. 
There  is  a  filver  mine  at  Philipfburg,  which  produces  virgin  filver.  Lead  is  found  in 
Herkemer  county,  and  fulpher  in  Montgomery.  Spar,  zink  or  fpelter,  a  femi-metal, 
magnez,  ufed  in  glazings,  pyrites,  of  a  golden  hue,  various  kinds  of  copper  ore,  and. 
lead  and  coal  mines,  are  found  in  this  ftate.  Alfo  petrified  wood,  plafter  of  Paris,  infin- 
glafs  in  fheets,  talcs  and  cryftals  of  various  kinds  and  colours,  flint,  afbeftos,  and  fe- 
veral  other  foffils.  A  fmall  black  ftone  has  alio  been  found  which  vitrifies  with  a  fmall 
heat,  and  it  is  faid,  makes  excellent  glafs. 

Literary  and  humane  societies.]'  The  focie'tv  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge,' 
Vol.  IL  5  L 


4c6*  N    E     W-Y    O    R    K. 

is  upon  an  eitab'ifhment  fimilar  to  other  philofophica!  focietjes  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, but  is  not  incorporated.  The  members  meet  once  a  month.  '•  The  fociety  for  the 
manumiilion  of  (laves,  and  protecting  fuch  of  them  as  hive  been  or  may  be  (berated," 
meets  once  a  quarter.  Both  thefe  focieties  confuts  or  gentlemen  of  the  mil  character 
in  the  city,  and  fqrne  in  other  parts  of  the  ftate.  Befides  thefe  there  is  a  marine  fo- 
ciety— a  focietv  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors  confined  in  jaii — a  manufacturing  fo- 
ciet) — -  .in  agricultural  feciety,  lately  eftabiifhed,  of  which  the  members  of  the  legifla- 
tureare  ex  officii 's  members-— a  mdical  fociety— the  lam-many  focie  y — and  .the"  New- 
York  fociety  fur  promoting  chriftian  knowledge  and  piety,"  intlituted  j'n  1794. 

Literature,  colleges,  academies,  &c  ]  There  are  eight  incorporated  acade- 
mics in  different  p.u  ts  of  the  ltate  ;  but  many  parts  of  the  countr)  are  yet  either  unfur- 
r.ifhed  with  fchoois  01  they  are  kept  by  ignorant  men.  However,  the*leaiflature  have 
lately  patronized  collegiate  and  academic  education,  by  granting,  a  lara;e  gratuity  to 
the  pollege  and  academies  i.i  this  ftate,  which  in  addition  to  th  ir  former  funds,  ren- 
ders their  endowments  handfome,  and  a  lequate  to  their  expenditures. 

Kings's  college,  in  the  oty  of  New-York,  was  principally  founded  by  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  inhabitants  0' tie  province,  addled  by  the  general  affembly,  and 
the  corporation  of -Trinity  church,  in  the  year  1754  ;  a  royal  charter  being  then  ob- 
tained, incorporating  a  number  of  gentlemen  therein  mentioned,  by  the  name  of 
"■  i  he  governor  of  the  college  of  the  pro  vince  of  New- York,  in  thecity  of  New  York 
in  America  -,''and  granting  totlum  and  their  fucccflbrs  forever,  among  various  other 
rights  and  privileges,  the  power  of  conferring  all  fuch  degrees,  as  aie  ufually  conferred 
by  either  of  the  Engliih  univerf.ties. 

By  the  charter,  it  was  provided,  that  the  prefident  fhall  always,  be  a  member  of  the 
church  of  England  and  that  a  fq»m  of  prayer,  collected  from-  the  liturgy  of  that 
church,  with  a  particular  prayer  for  the  college,  fhall  be  dally  ufe.l,  morning  und 
tvening,  in  the  college  chapel  ;  at  the  fame  time,  no  tell  of  their  religious  perfuafion 
w-s  required  from  any  of  the  fellows,  profeffors,  or  tutors  ;  a»d  the  advantages  of 
education  were  equally  extended  to  uudents  of  all-denominations. 

'1  he  budding  (  which  is  onlv  one-third  of  the  intended  ilruCture)  confifis  of  an  ele- 
gant {lone  edifice,  three  complete  itories  high,  with  ftiir-cafes,  twelve  apartments 
in  each,  a  chapel,  hall  library,  mufeum,  anatomical  theatre,  and  a  fchool  for  experi- 
mental philofophv. 

1  he  college  is  fituated  on  a  dry, gravelly. foil.about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from 
the  batik  of  Huufon's  river,  which  it  overlooks  ;  commanding  a  moil  extenfive  audi 
beautiful  profpecr. 

Since  the  revolution,  the  legiflature  pafied  an  ad,  conitituting  twenty-one  gentle- 
men (of  whom  the  governor  and.lieuten  mt  governor,  for  the  time  being,  are  mem- 
bers ex  Ojiciis)  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  and  ftile.of  "  The  regents 
of  the  ani  verity  of  the  ftate  of  New  York."  They  are  ent/mted  with  the  care  of  li- 
terature in  general  in  the  ftate  an  i  have  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation 
tor  treating  colleges  and  academies  throughout  the  ftate— are  to  vifit  thefe  inflitutions 
as  often  as  they  fhill'  think  proper,  and  reoort  their  ftate  to  the  legiflature  once  a  year. 

King's  college,  which  we  have  already  defcribed,  i*  now  called  Columbia  college. 
A  his  college,  by  an  aft  of  the  legiflature,  paffed  in  the  fpringof  1787,  was  put  under 
the  care  of  twenty-four  gentlemen,  who  are  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  flyle 
of"  1  rte  Truftees  of  Columbia  College,  in  the  city  of  New-York."  This  body  pof- 
lefies  a|l  the  powers  veiled  in  the  governors  of  King's  college,  before  the  revolution, 
or  in  the  regents  of  the  univerfit),  flnce  the  revolu.iOn,  lb  far  as  thair  pjwer  refpeedted 
this  muitution.  No  regent  can  be  a  truftee  o:  any  particular  college  or  academy  in 
the  iiate.  I  he  regents  of  the  university  have  power  to  confer  the  higher  degrees,  and 
ffiey  only.  ■  00 
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The  college  edifice  lias  received  no  addition  fince  the  peace.  The  fund?,  eKc'ufive 
of  the  liberal  grant  of  the  legiflature  am-cunt  to  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds  cunency,  the  income  of  which  is  fufficient  for  pefcnt  exigencies. 

This  college  is  now  in  a  thriving  ftate,  and  has  about  one  hundred  (Indents  in  the 
four  chfles,  befides  medical  ftudents.  The  officers  of  inftruclion  and  immediate  go- 
vernment, are  a  prefident,  proftflbr  of  mathematics  and  patural  philofophy,  a  pro- 
feiTor  of  logic  and  geography,  and  a  profefibr  of  languages.  A  complete  medical 
fchojl  has  been  lately  annexed  to  the  college,  and  able  profeflbrs  appointed  by  the 
truftees  in  every  branch  of  that  important  fcience,  who  regularly  teach  their  refpec- 
tive  branches  with  reputation.  The  number  of  medical  ftuients  is  about  fifty,  and  in- 
creafing  •,  the  library  and  mufcu  n  were  dedroyed  duu  ig  the  war.  The  philofophical 
apparatus  is  new  and  complete. 

Of  the  eight  incorporated  academies,  one  is  at  Flatbufh,  in  King's  county,  on  Long 
Ifland,  four  miles  from  Brooklyn-ferry.  I c  is  fruited  in  a  pleafant,  healthy  village. 
The  building  is  large,  hi-:dfo.ne  and  convenient  and  is  called  Erafmus  hall.  The  aca- 
demy is  fLurifhing,   under  the  care  of  a  principal  and  other  fubordtnate  inftrucTrors. 

There  is  another  at  Eaft  Hampton,  on  the  eaft  end  of  Long-Ifland,  by  the  name  of 
CiiNTON  Academy.  The  others  are  in  difTerent  parts  of  the  ftate.  Befides  thefe, 
there  arc  fchools  eftablifhed  and  maintained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
public,  A  fpirit  for  li.erary  improvement  is  evidently  difFufing  its  influence  through- 
out the  ftate. 

Religion.]  The  conftitution  of  this  ftate  provides  for  "  the  free  exercife  and  en- 
joyment of  religious  profeffion  and  worfhip,  without  difcrimination  or  preference, 
within  the  ftite,  for  all  mankind.  Proviaed  that  the  liberty  ofco:*fcien:e,  hereby  gran- 
ted, mall  not  be  (o  conftrued,  as  to  excufe  afjts  of  licentioufnefs,  orjuftify  practices  in- 
confiifent  with  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  ftate." 

The  various  religious  denominations  in  this  ftate,  are  the  following,  Englifh  pref- 
byterians,  Dutch  reformed,  baptifts,  epifcopilians,  friends  or  quakers,  German  Lu- 
therans, Moravians,  methodifts,  Roman  catholics,  Jews,  fhakers,  and  a  few  of  the 
followers  of  jemima  Wilkin fon.  The  fhakers  are  principlly  fettled  at  New-Lebanon, 
and  the  followers  of  Jemima  Wilkinfon  at  Geneva,  about  twelve  miles  S.  W.  of  the 
Cayuga  Lake.  For  the  peculiar  fentiments  of  thefe  various  religious  feels,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  mifs  Hannah  Adams's  "  View  of  Religions." 

In  April  1784,  the  legiflature  of  this  ftate  paiTed  an  ail,  enabling  all  religious  deno - 
ruinations  to  appoint  truftees,  not  lefs  than  three,  nor  more  than  nine,  who  fhall  be  a 
body  corporate  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities  of  their  refpeelive 
congregations,  and  for  the  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

The  minifters  of  every  denomination  in  the  ftate,  are  fupported  by  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  people,  raifed  generally  by  fubfeription  or  by  a  tax  upon  the 
pews,  except  the  Dutch  churches  in  New- York,  SchenecTady  and  Kingfton,  and 
the  epifcopal  church  in  New-York,  which  have  eftates  confirmed  by  charter. 

Constitution  and  courts  of  justice.]  The  prefent  conftitution  of  the  ftate 
was  eftablifhed  by  a  convention  authorifed  for  the  purpofe,  April   20,  1777, 

The  fupreme  legiflative  powers  of  the  ftate  are  veiled  in  two  branches,  a.  fenate  and 
effembh.  There  are  twenty-four  members  or  the  fenate,  who  are  elecled  by  the  free- 
holders of  .the  ftate,  whopoffefs  freehold  eftates  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds 
clear' of  debts. 

The  fenators  are  divided  by  lot  into  four  clafTes,  fix  in  each  clafs,  and  numbered, 
firft,  fecond,  third,  and  fourth.  The  feats  of  the  firft  clafs  are  vacated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year — -the  fecond,  at  the  expiration  of  the  next,  &c.  and  their  places  fil- 
led by  new  elections.  A  majority  of  the  fenate  is  necefiary  to  do  bufinefs,  and  each 
branch  of  the  legiflature  has  a  negative  upon  the  other. 
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The  legislature  can,  at  any  time,  a'ter  this  divifion  of  the  ftate  for  the  choice  of 
fenators  ;  and  an  ircreafe  of  electors  in  any  diftrict,  to  the  amount  of  one  twenty- 
fourth  of  the  electors  in  the  whole  ftate,  entitles  the  dittrict  to  another  fenatcr.  But 
the  number  of  fenators  can  never  exceed  one  hundied. 

The  afiemblyof  the  ftate  is  composed  of  reprefentatives  from  the  feveral  counties 
chofen  annually  in  May. 

Every  male  inhabitant, of  full  age,  who  has  refided  in  the  ftate  fix  months  preceding, 
the  day  of  election,  and  poffefling  a  freehold  to  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  in  the: 
county  where  he  is  to  give  his  vote,  or  has  rented  a  tenement  therein,  cf  the  year- 
ly value  of  foity  {hillings,  and  has  been  rated  and  actually  paid  taxts,  is  entitled  to' 
vote  for  reprefentatives  in  aftembly.  The  freJom  of  the  cities  of  New-York  and1 
Albany,  likewife,  entitles  aperfon  to  the  privilege  of  voting  for  members  of  affembly 
in  the  city  or  county  where  he  refides.  The  method  of  voting  is  now  by  ballot,  but 
fubjecl:  to  alteration  bv  the  legiftature.  The  houfe  of  affembly,  a  majority  of  which 
isneccftary  to  proceed  tobufinefs,  choofes  us  own  fpeaktr,  and  is  judge  of  its  own 
privileges. 

The  number  of  reprefentatives  is  limited  to  three  hundred.  The  prefent  number' 
is  fixty-five. 

The  fupreme  executive  power  of  the  ftate  is  verted  in  a  governor  (in  whofe  ab« 
fence  a  deputy- go veror  is  appointed  to  ferve)  chofen  once  in  three  years  by  the  free. 
men  of  the  ftate  ;  the  lieutenant-governor  is  by  his  office,  president  of  the  fen  ate  ;  and,? 
upon  an  equal  divifion  of  voices  has  a  carting  vote  ,  but  has  no  voice  on  other  occasions.- 
The  governor  has  not  a  feat  in  the  legiftature  ;  but  as  a  member  of  the  councd  of 
revifun  and  council  of  appointment,  he  has  a  vaft  influence  in  the  ftate. 

The  council  of  revifion  is  compofed  of  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  fupreme' 
court,  or  any  of  them,  and  the  governor.  This  council  is  empowered  to  revife  all 
bills  which  have  parted  the  two  houfes  of  the  legiftature,  and  if  it  fhall  appear  to 
the  council  that  fuch  bills  ought  not  to  pafs  into  laws,  they  fhall  be  returned  to  the 
houfe  in  which  they  originated,  with  the  objections  of  the  council,  in  writing.  The 
houfe  fhall  then  proceed  to  rcconfider  the  bills,  with  the  objections  ;  and  if,  notwith- 
standing, two  thirds  of  that  houfe  fhall  agree  to  the  bills,  they  fhall  be  fent  to  the 
other,  where  they  fhall  be  reconfidered,  and  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  vote  for 
them,  they  become  laws.  But  if  a  bill  is  not  returned  in  ten  days,  it  becomes  a  law  of 
courfe. 

Tne  fubordinate  officers  of  the  ftate  are  appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment? 
which  is  compofed  of  one  fenator  from  each  diftrict,  chofen  annually  by  the  Jegif. 
lature,  with  the  governor  or  in  his  abfence,  the  lieutenant-governor,  or  the  prefident 
of  the  fenate,  who  has  a  cafting  vote  only. 

All  military  officers  hold  their  comrnirtions  during  pleafure.  The  chancellor,  the' 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  the  firft  judge  of  each  countv  court,  hold  their  offi- 
ces during  good  behavior.  Thefe  officers  can  hold  no  other  office  at  the  fame  timev 
except  that  of  delegate  to  congrefs. 

A  court  of  errors  and  impeachment  is  inftituted,  compofed  of  the  prefident  of  the 
fer.ate,  the  fenate,  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  under  the  regulation  of  the  legiftature.  The  power  of  impeachment  is  verted 
in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ;  and  the  members,  on  trial,  muft   be  fworn. 

Befides  the  court  of  error,  and  impeachment,  there  is,  firft,  a  court  of  chancery,  con'- 
fifting  of  a  chancellor,  appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment,  who  holds  his  office 
during  good  behavior,  or  until  he  arrive  at  the  age  of  fixty.  Secondly,  a  fupreme 
court,  the.judges  of  which  are  appointed  in  the  fame  manner  and  for  the  fame  time  as 
the  chancellor.  This  is  a.  circuit  cgurt.  Thirdly,  county  courts,  held  in  each  county,  th« 
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judges"  of  which  are  appointed  in  the  manner  above-mentioned,  and  the  firftjudge 
holds  his  office  during  good  be'iaviour,  or  until  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  fixty  years. 
Befides  thefe,  there  are  juftices'  courts,  a  court  of  probates,  court  of  admiralty,  court 
of  exchequer,  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  and  court  of 
quarter  feflions. 

The  practice  in  the  fupreme  court,  to-  which  an  appeal  lies  from  the  courts  below, 
is  in  imitation  of  the  courts  of  common  p!e'i  and  king's  bench  in  England. 

Military  strength.]  By  ofiicial  returns  of  the  militia  of  this  ftate,  made  to 
the  governor  by  the  adjutant-general,  it  appears  that  the  total  number  in  1789,  was 
forty  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-nine  ;  1790— -forty  four  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  nine:  1791— fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninetv-nine.  Betides 
thefe,  there  are  from  five  to  fix  thoufand  of  the  militia  in  the  new  fettlements,  who 
are  not  yet  organized. 

Forts,  &rc]  Thefe  are  principally  in  ruins'.  The  fort  jn  the  city  of  New- York 
has  been  demolished.  Remains  of  the  fortifications  on  Long  Ifhnd,  Yorklfland, 
White  Plains.  Weft- Point  and  other  places,  are  ftill  vifi'ile.  Old  Fort  Stanwix,  the 
foundation  of  which  was  laid  in  the  year  1759,  by  general  Broadftreet,  at  the  expenfe, 
rt  isfaid,  of  fix'y  thoufand  pounds,  and  which  was  bjiit  upon  by  the  troops  of  the  u- 
nited  Mates  during  the  revolution  war,  ftands  at  the  carrying  place  between  Mohawk 
river,  and  Wood-creek,  one  hundred  and  {even  miles  weft  ward  of  Schenectady,  on  an 
artificial  eminence,  on  the  bank  of  the  Mohawk,  The  Britifh  made  an  mfuccefsful 
attempt  to  take  this  fort  from  the  Americans,  in  1777.  Between  Fort  Stanwix,  and 
Schenectady,'  are  forts  Hunter,  Anthony,  Plain,  Herkemer,  and  Schuyler.  As  you 
proceed  weftward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  you  pafs  Fort-Bull,  and  Fort  Breweton  at  the  weft 
end  of  Oneida  Lake.  Foit-George  is  at  the  fouthend  of  Lake  George.  At  the  point 
where  Lake  George  communicates  with  Lake  Champlain,  is  the  famous  poft  of 
Ticonderoga.  The  works,  at  this  place,  are  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  dilapidation,  that  3 
ftranger  can  fcarcely  form  an  idea  of  their  conftruction.  They  are,  however,  fituated 
on  fuch  high  ground  as  to  command  the  communication  between  the  lakes  George 
and  Champlain.  Oppofite,  en  the  fouth-fide  of  the  water  that  empties  out  of  Lake 
George,  is  a  mountain,  to  appearance  inacceffible,  called  Mount  Defiince,  whither 
general  Burgoyne,  in  the  late  war,  with  a  boldnefs,  fecrecy,  and  difpatch  almoft  un- 
paralleled, conveyed  a  number  of  cannon,  ftores  and  troops.  The  cannon  were  raifed 
by  large  brafs  tacles  from  tree  to  tree  and  from  rock  to  rock,  over  dens  of  rattle 
fnakes,  to  the  fummit,   which  entirely  commands  the  works  of  Ticonderoga. 

Grown-Point  is  fifteen  miles  north  of  Ticonderoga  on  Lake  Champlain.  The 
fort  at  this  place,  in  which  a  Britifh  garrifon  was  always  kept7  from  the  reduction  of 
Canada  till  the  American  revolution,  was  the  moil  regular,  and  the  moft  expenfive, 
of  any  ever  conftructed,  and  fupported  by  the  Britifh  government  in  N.America. 
The  walls  are  of  wood  and  earth,  about  fixteen  feet  high,  twenty  feet  thick,  and 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  fquare,  furrounded  by  a  deep  and  broad  ditch, 
Cut  through  a  folid  rock.  Itftands  on  a  rifing  ground,  perhaps  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  lake,  to  which  there  was  a  covered  way,  by  which  the  garrifon  could  be 
fupplied  with  water  in  time  of  afiege.  The  only  gate  opens  on  the  north,  towards 
the  lake,  where  there  was  a  draw-bridge.  On  the  right  and  left,  as  you  enter  the  fort, 
are  ftone  barracks,  not  inelegantly  built,  fumcient  to  contain  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred or  two  thoufand  troops  ;  the  parade  is  between  them,  and  is  a  flat,  fmooth  rock. 
There  were  feveral  out- works,  which  are  now  in  ruins,  as  is  the  principal  fort,  except 
its  walls,  and  thofe  of  the  barracks,   which  ftill  remain. 

Mode  of  raising  internal  taxes.]  The  legiflature  fix  upon  the  fum  to  be 
raifed,  and  apportion  it  among  the  feveral  counties.  This  being  done,  the  fupervifors, 
one  from  each  townfhip  in  the  refpective  counties,  aflembie  and  affi^n  to  each  town- 
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fhip  its  proportion  of  the  quota  of  the  county.  The  fnpervifor  and  aflefTors  in  each 
townfhip,  then  apportion  their  quota  among  the  individuals  of  the  townfhip,  accord- 
ing to  the  value  of  their  real  and  perfonal  eftates.  The  tax,  thus  laid,  is  raifed  by 
the  collector  of  the  townfhip,  and  lodged  with  the  county- treafurer,  who  tranfmits 
it  to  the  treafurer  of  the  ftate. 

Finances.]  A  variety  of  circumftances  have  confpired  to  fill  the  treafury  of  this 
ftate,  and  wholly  to  fuperfede  the  neceff.ty  of  taxation  for  feveral  years  pad  ;  firfty 
confifcaticns,  and  economical  management  of  that  property-— fecond,  fales  of  unap- 
propriated lards;  and  third,  a  duty  on  imports  previous  to  the  t  ftablifhment  of  the 
fcdeial  government.— .The  two  former  were  fold  for  continental  certificates,  at  a 
time  when  the  credit  of  the  ftate  was  perhaps  above  that  of  the  union,  which  was 
the  means  of  drawing  a  laigefum  of  the  public  debt  into  the  treafury  of  the  .ftate  at 
a  depreciated  value.  Thel'c  certificates,  fince  the  funding  fyftem  came  into  operation, 
added  to  the  afTumed  ftate  debt,  a  vr.fi  quantity  of  which  was  alfo  in  the  treafury, 
form  an  enormous  mafs  of  property,  yielding  an  annuity  of  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thcufar.d  dollars;  and  when  the  defet  red  debt  ftiall  become  a  fix  percent,  ftock,  this 
annuity  wilj  be  increafed  to  upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

Curiosities.]  in  the  county  of  Montgomery  is  a  fmall,  rapid  ftream,  emptying 
into  Screen  I-ake,  weft  of  Lnke  George  ;  it  rims  uncer  a  hill,  the  bafeof  which  is  fix- 
ty  or  feventy  yards  in  diameter,  forming  a  moil  curious  and  beautiful  arch  in  the 
reck,  as  white  as  fnow.  The  fury  of  the  water  and  the  roughnt-fs  of  the  bottom  ad- 
ded to-  the  terrific  noife  within,  have  hitherto  prevented  any  perfon  from  paffing 
through  the  chafm. 

In  the  townfhip  of  Willfborough,  in  Clinton  county,  is  a  curious  fplit  rock.  A  point 
of  a  mountain,  which  projected  about  fifty  yards  into  Lake  Champlain,  appears  to 
have  been  broken  by  feme  violent  fhock  of  natuie.  It  is  removed  from  the  main 
rpek  or  mountain  about  twenty  feet,  and  the  oppofite  fides  fo  exactly  fuit  each  other, 
that  one  needs  no  other  proof  of  their  having  been  once  united.  The  point  broken 
off,  contains  about  halfan  sere,  and  is  covered  with  wood.  The  height  of  the  rock, 
on  each  fide  the  fiflure,  i  about  twelve  feet,  Round  this  point  is  a  fpacious  bay,  fhel. 
tered  from  the  foutluvcft  and  northweii  winds,  by  the  furrounding  hills  and  woods. 
In  Durhefs county,  is  an  extraordinary  cavern,  which  is  divided  by  a  narrow  paf- 
fage  into  two  divisions  •,  the  fir.fr.  is  about  feventeen  feet  In  length,  and  fo  low,  that  a 
child  cf  eight  years  old  can  but  juft  walk  upright  in  i; — the  breadth  is  about  eightor 
ten  feet;  The  fecond  is  between  twelve  and  fourteen  feet  in  length,  but  much  higher 
and  broader  than  the  firft.  What  makes  the  cave  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice,  is  the 
petrifying  quality  of  the  water,  which,  by  a  gentle  oczing,  continually  drops  from  eve. 
ry  part  of  the  ceiling,  the  whole  of  which  exactly  refembles  a  mill  gutter  in  a  frofty 
morning,  with  a  thoufand  ificles  impending.  Thefe  concretions  are  formed  by  the 
v<jater,  and  probably  are  cot  ftantly  increasing.  They  have,  in  almoft  every  refped, 
tie  appearance  of  ificles,  and  may  be  broken  off  by  the  hand,  if  not  more  than  two  in- 
ches in  circumference.  They  appear  of  a  confiftence  much  like  indurated  lime,  al- 
moft transparent,  ^ud  are  all  perforated  quite  through  the  whole  length,  with  a  hole 
of  the  fize  of  that  in  a  tobacco  pipe,  through  which  aperture  the  wacer  unremittedly 
drops,  although  very  (lowly.  When  aperlbn  is  in  the  remoteft  room,  and  the  lights 
are  removed  into  the  firfl,  thofe  pendant  drops  of  water  make  an  appearance  more 
fplendid  than  can  be  well  imagined.  Some  of  thofe  ftony  ificles  have  at  length  reach- 
ea  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  and  now  form  pillars,  fome  of  more  than  two  feet  in  girth, 
or  the  appearance  of  marble,  and  almofi  as  hard.  They  put  one  in  mind  of  Solomon's 
Jachin  and  Bcaz — imagination  very  eafily  giving  them  pedeftals  and  chapiters  and  even 
wreathen  work.  *  . \.Jf 

The  fkeleton  of  a  large  fnake  was  found  in  the  cave,  turned  into  folid  ftone  by 
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the  petrifying  quality  of  the  water  before  mentioned.     It  was   with  fome  difficulty 
torn  up  with  an  axe  from  the  rock  it  lay  upon,   fome  of  which  adhered  to  ic. 

The  inmoft  recefles  of  this  cavern  are  very  warm,  and  refpiration  is  difficult,  al- 
though candles  burn  clear. 

Indians.]  The  body  of  the  Six  Nations  inhabit  in  the  weftern  parts  of  this  ftate. 
The  principal  part  of  the  Mohawk  tribe  refide  on  Grand  river,  in  Upper  Canada  ; 
and  there  are  two  villages  of  Senecas  in  the  Allegany  river,  near  the  north  line  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  a  few  Delawares  and  Skawaghnees,  on  Buffaloe  Creek.  Including 
thefe,  and  the  Stockbridge  and  Mohegan  Indians,  who  have  migrated  and  fettled  in 
the  vicinity  of  Oneida,  there  are,  in  the  Six  Nations,-  according  to  an  accurate  efti- 
mate  lately  made  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  miilionary  among  them,  fix  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty  fouls.  He  adds,  that  among  thefe,  there  are  comparatively 
but  very  few  children. 

The  Oneidas  inhabit  on  Oneida  Creek,  twenty  one  miles  weft  of  Fort  Stanwix. 

The  Tufcaroras  migrated  from  North  Carolina  and  the  frontiers  of  Virginia,  and 
were  adopted  by,  the  Oneidas,  with  whom  they  have  ever  fince  lived.  They  were 
originally  of  the  fame  nation. 

The  Senecas  inhabit  on  the  Genefee  river,  attheGenefee  caftle.  They  have  two 
towns,  of  fixty  or  feventy  fouls  each,  on  French  Creek,  in  Pennfylvania  ;  and  anoth- 
er town  on  Buffaloe  Creek,  attached  to  the  Britifh  •,  twofmall  towns  on  Allegany  ri- 
ver, attached  to  the  Americans.  Obeil  or  Cornplanter,  one  of  the  Seneca  chiefs,  re- 
fided  here. 

The  Mohawks  were  acknowledged  by  the  other  tribes,  to  ufe  their  own  expreffion, 
to  be  '  the  true  old  heads  of  the  confederacy  ;'  and  were  formerly  a  powerful  tribe, 
inhabiting  on  the  Mohawk  river.  As  they  were  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Johnfon 
familv,  en  account  oflir  William  Johnfon,  they  emigrated  to  Canada,  with  fir  John 
Johnfon,  about  the  year  1776.  There  is  now  only  one  family  of  them  in  the  (late, 
and  they  live  about  a  mile  from  Fort-Hunter, 

All  the  confederated  tribes,  except  the  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras,  took  part  with  the 
Britifh  in  the  late  war,   and  fought  againft  the  Americans. 

The  Onondagas  live  near  the  Onondaga  Lake,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  the 
Oneida  Lake.  In  the  fpiing  of  1779,  a  regiment  of  men  was  fent  from  Albany,  by 
genera!  J.  Clinton,  againft  the  Onondagas.  This  regiment  furprized  their  town~-took 
thirty-three  prifoners— killed  twelve  or  fourteen,  and  returned  without  the  lofs  of  a 
man.   A  party  of  the  Indians  were,  at  this  time,  ravaging  the  American  frontiers. 

There  are  very  few  of  the  Delaware  tribe  in  this  ftate. 

The  five  confederated  nations  were  fettled  along  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah, 
and  in  the  adjacent  country,  until  the  year  1779,  when  general  Sullivan,  with 
an  army  of  four  thoufand  men  drove  them  from  their  country  to  Niagara,  but  could 
not  bring  them  to  action.  This  expedition  had  a  good  effect.  General  Sullivan  burnt 
feveral  of  their  towns  and  deftroyed  their  provisions.  Since  this  irruption  into  their  coun- 
try, their  former  habitations  have  been  moftly  deferted,  and  many  of  them  have  gone 
to  Canada. 

Islands.]  T here  are  three  iflands  of  note  belonging  to  this  ftate ;  viz.  York  Ifl- 
and,  which  has  already  been  defcribed.  Long  Ifland,  and  Staten  Ifland. 

Long-lfland  extends  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  terminates  with  Montauk 
Point.  It  is  not  more  than  ten  miles  in  breadth,  on  a  medium,  and  is  feparated  from 
Connecticut  by  Long-lfland  found.  The  ifland  is  divided  into  three  counties  ;  King's, 
Queen's  and  Suffolk. 

King's  county  lies  at  the  weft  end  of  Long-lfland,  oppofite  New- York,  and  is  not 
above  ten  miles  long,  and  eight  broad.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  Dutch,  and 
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live  well.  It  contains  a  number  of  pleafant  villages,  of  which  Flatbufh,  Brooklyn,  and 
Bedford,  are  the  principal. 

Queen's  county  lies  next  to  King's,  as  you  proceed  eaft  ward.  It  is  about  thirty  miles 
lono-  and  twelve  broad.  Jamaica,  Newron,  Hampftead,  in  which  is  a  handfome 
court-houfe,    and  Oyfterbay,  are  the  principal  villages  in  this  county. 

Suffolk  county  is  about  one  hundred  miles  long  and  ten  broad,  and  comprebeuds  all 
the  eaftern  p?.rt  of  the  ifland,  and  feveral  little  iflands  adjoining  •,  viz.   Shrlter  llland, 
.  Fifriers-Ifiand,  Plumb-Ifland,  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  Its  principal  towns  are  Hunting- 
ton, Southampton,  Smifhtown,  Brook-Haven,  Eaft  Hampton  (in  which  is  an  acade- 
my^ Souihhold  and  Biidge-Hampton. 

There  are  very  few  rivers  upon  the  ifland.  Thelargeft  is  Peakonok,  which  rifes  a- 
bout  ten  miles  weft  of  £  place  called  River-head,  where  the  court-houfe  ftands,  and 
runs  eaft-erly  into  a  large  bay,  dividing  Southhold  from  Southampton.  In  this  bay' 
are  Robin  and  Shelter  iflands. 

Rockonkama  pond  lies  about  the  centre  of  the  ifl.ind,  between  SmithtOwn  and 
Iflip,  and  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference.  This  pond  has  been  found,  by  dbferva- 
tion,  for  feveral  years,  to  rife  gradually  until  it  has  arrived  to  a  certain  height,  and 
then  to  fall  more  rapidly  to  its  low?  ft  bed  ;  and  thus  it  is  continually  ebbing  and  flow- 
ing.   The  caufe  of  this  curious  phenomenon  has  never  been  inveftigated. 

There  are  t.vo  whale-fifheries ;  one  from  Sagg-harbour,  which  produces  about  one 
thoufmd  ban-els  of  oi!  annually.  The  other  is  much  fmaller,  and  is  carried  on  by  the' 
inhabitants  in  the  winter  feafon,  from  the  fouth-fide  of  the  ifland.  They  commonly 
catch  from  three  to  feven  whales  in  a  feafon,  which  produce  from  twenty  five  to 
forty  barrels  each  of  oil.  This  fifhery  was  formerly  a  fource  of  confiderable  wealth 
to  the  inhabitants  ;  but  through  a  fcaicity  of  whales,  it  has  greatly  declined'  of  late 
years. 

There  is  a  Confiderable  trade  carried  on  from  Saggharbonr,  whence  are  exported- 
to  the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  whale  oil,  pitch-pine  boards,  horfes,  cattle,  flax- 
feed,  beef,  &c.  The  produce  of  the  middle  and  weftern  parts  of  Long- Ifland  is  caf- 
ried  to  New-York.  It  contains  thirty-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  in>- 
habitants. 

STATEN-IsLANDlies  nine  miles  fouthweftof  the  city  of  New- York,  arid  forms  Richv 
mond  county.  It  is  about  eighteen  miles  in  length,  and,  at  a  medium,  fix  or  feven 
in  breadth,  and  contains  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  five  inhabitants. 
On  the  fouth  fide  is  a  confiderable  tract  of  level,  pood  land  ;  but  the  ifland  in  general 
is  rough,  and  the  hills  high.  Richmond  is  almoft  the  only  town  on  the  ifland,  and 
that  is  a  poor,  inconfiderable  place.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  defendants  of? 
the  Dutch  and  French. 

History.]  As  early  as  the  year  i6oy  and  1608,  Henry  Hudfon,  an  Englishman*, 
an  experienced,  intrepid,  and  enterprizingfeaman,  underacommiffion  fromking  Jamesy 
in  the  employ  of  certain  merchants,  made  feveral  voyages  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north- 
weft  paffage  to  the  Eaft-Indies.  In  1609,  in  conference  of  fome  mifunderftanding 
between  him  and  his  employers,  he  engaged  in  the  Dutch  fervice.  Their  Eaft  India 
company  fitted  out  a  fhip  for  difcovery,  of  which  they  gave  Hudfon  the  command. 
He  failed  from  Amfterdam,in  March  1609, and  during  his  voyage,  he  ranged  the  Ame« 
tican  coaft,  touching  at  different  parts  from  lat.  7 1  °  46'  to  lat.  39  °  5"  north  ;  and, 
in  September  of  the  fame  year,  entered  the  fine  river  which  bears  his  name.  He  pe« 
netrated  this  river,  according  to  his  own  account,  fifty  three  leagues  ;  which  mud 
be  as  far  as  where  the  city  of  Albany  now  ftands.  This  difcovery  gave  the  Dutch 
at  once  an  entrance  into  the  heart  of  the  American  continent,  where  the  beft  furs 
could  be.  procured,  without  interruption  from  the  French  or  Englifh,  both  which  na- 
tions claimed  this  territory. 
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Within  four  years  afer  this  dlfcovery,  a  company  of  merchants,  who  had  pro- 
cured from  the- ftates- general  a  patent  for  an  exclufive  trade  to  Hudfon's  river,  built 
a  fort  and  trading-houfe  where  Albany  now  ftandr. 

In  1614,  captain  Argall,  under  fir  Thomas  Dale,  governor  of  Virginia,  vifited  the 
Dutch  on  Hudfon's  river,  who,  being  unable  to  refift  him,  prudently  fubmitted  for 
the  prefent,  to  the  king  of  England,  and  under  him  to  the  governor  of  Virginia. 
Determined  upon  the  fettlement  of  a  colony,  the  ftates-general,  in  1621,  granted  the 
country  to  the  Weft-Indh  company  ;  and  in  the  year  1664,  Wouter  Van  Twilier 
arrived  at  Fort  Amfterdam,  now  New-York,  and  took  upon  himfelfthe  government. 
In  1615,  a  fort  was  built  to  the  fouthweft  point  of  Manhattan's,  now  York  ifl- 
and  ;  but  the  firft  fettlers  planted  thenrleives  about  two  miles  from  this  fort,  and 
built  a  church  there,  the  ruins  of  which,  it  is  faid,  are  ftill  vifible,  near  the  two  mile 
{tone,  on  the  public  road.  In  this  fituation,  finding  themfdves  infecure  during  the 
wars  between  the  Englifti  and  Dutch,  they  left  this  place,  and  planted  their  habita- 
tions under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  which  laid  the   foundation  of  the   prefent  city. 

In  1623,  a  company  of  Dutch  traders  came  to  Connecticut  river,  to  the  place 
Where  Hartford  is  now  built,  and  erected  a  fmall  fort,  in  which  they  planted  two 
cannon,  and  built  a  trading  houfe,  which  they  called  the  Hirfe  of  Good  Hope  . 

In  confequence  of  thefe  difcoveries  and  fettlements,  the  Dutch  claimed  all  the' 
country  extending  from  Cape  Cod  to  Cape-Henlopen,  along  the  coaft,  and  as  fir 
back  into  the  country,  as  any  cf  the  rivers,  within  thofe  limits,  extend,  and  named  it 
New  Netherlands.  But  thefe  extravagant  and  groundlefs  claims  were  never  al- 
lowed to  the  Dutch.  This  nation,  and  after  them  the  province  of  New  York,  for 
along  time,  claimed  as  far  earl  as  the  weftern  banks  of  Connecticut  river,  and  this 
claim  has  been  the  ground  of  much  altercation.  In  1604,  the  partition  line  between 
New  York  and  Connecticut  was  run  from  the  mouth  of  Memoroncock  river  (a  little 
weft  of  Byram  river)  N.  N.  W.  and  was,  according  to  dr.  Douglafs,  (Summary, 
vol.  ii.  p.  161.)  "  the  ancient  eafterly  limits  of  New- York,  until  November  23,  1683, 
when  the  line  was  run  nearly  the  fame  as  it  is  now  fettled." 

Auguft  27th,  1664,  governor  Stuyvefant  furrendered  the  colony  to  colonel  Nicolls, 
who  had  arrived  in  the  bay  a  few  days  before,  with  three  or  four  mips  and  about  three 
hundred  foldisrs,  having  a  commiffion  from  king  Charles  II.  to  reduce  the  place, 
which  then  was  called  New  A mfterdam,  afterwards  New-York.  Very  few  of  the 
inhabitants  removed  out  of  the  country  •,  and  their  numerous  defcendants  are  ftill 
in  many  parts  of  this  ftate  and  New-Jerfey. 

In  1 557;  at  the  peace  of  Breda,  NewYork  was  confirmed  to  the  Englifb,  who 
hi  exchange  ceded  Surinam  to  the  Dutch. 

The  Englifh  kept  peaceable  pofleflion  of  the  country,  until  the  year  1673,  when 
the  Dutch,  with  whom  they  were  then  at  war,  fent  a  fmall  fquadron,  which  arrived 
at  Staten-Iftand  on  the  30  of  July.  John  Manning,  a  captain  of  an  independent 
company  who  had  at  that  time  the  command  of  the  fore,  fent  a  meftenger  down  to 
the  commadore,  and  treacheroufly  made  his  term;  with  him  :  on  the  fame  day 
the  fhips  came  up,  moored  under  the  fort,  landed  their  men,  and  entered  the 
garrifon,  without  giving  or  receiving  a  fhot.  All  the  magiftrates  and  conftables 
from  Eift  Jerfey,  Longlfhnd,  IE  '"opus,  and  Albany,  were  fummaned  to  New- York  : 
and  the  major  part  of  them  fwore  allegiance  to  the  ftates  general  and  the  prince  of 
Orange.  The  conquerors,  however,  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  fuccefs  s. 
for,  on  the  9th  of  February,  the  year  following,  a  treaty  of  peace  between  England 
and  Holland  was  figned  by  Weftminfter;  by  the  fixth  article  of  which,  this  province 
was  reftored  to  the  Englifh,  in  whofe  hands  it  remained  until  the  late  revolution, 
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The  confederated  tribes  of  Indians,  before  the  incorporation  of  the  T.ufcarons, 
a  people  driven  by  the  Carolinians  from  the  frontiers  of  Virginia,  confifted  of  five 
nations,  viz.  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Senecas,  Onondagas,  and  Cayugas.  The  alli- 
ance and  trade  of  thefe  fix  nations,  inhabiting  the  territory  weft  of  Albany  to  the 
difb nee  of  more  than  two  hundred  miles,  though  much  courted  by  the  French 
of  Canada  have  been  almoft  uninterruptedly  enjoyed  by  the  Englifh. 

In  1684,  the  French  attempted  the  deftruction  of  thefe  Indians,  becaufe  they 
interrupted  their  trade  with  the  more  diitant  tribes,  called  the  Far  Nations.  The 
Seneca  Indians  interrupted  this  trade  becaufe  the  French  fupplied  the  Miamies,  with 
whom  they  were  then  at  war,  with  arms  and  ammunition. 

To  effect  the  deftruction  of  the  Indians,  great  preparations  were  made  by  the 
French.  But  famine  and  ficknefs  prevailing  among  them,  the  expedition  proved  truit- 
Iefs.  Four  years  after  this,  twelve  hundred  Inaians  attacked  Montreal,  burnt  many 
houfes,  and  put  one  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword. 

In  1689,  colonel  Dongan,  the  governor,  being  called  home  by  king  Jnmes,  and 
a  general  difaffection  to  government  prevailing  at  New- York,  one  Jacob  Leifier 
.took  poiT.iTion  of  the  garrifon,  for  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  and  a  (Turned  the 
fupreme  power  over  the  province.  His  reduction  of  Albany,  held  by  others  for  Wil- 
liam, and  the  confifcation  of  the  eftites  of  his  opponents,  were  impolitic  meafures  ; 
and  fowed  the  feeds  of  mutual  atiirr.cfity,  which  for  a  long  time  greatly  embarraffed 
the  public  affairs. 

1  he  French,  in  .689,  in  order  to  detach  the  fix  nations  from  the  Britifh  intereft, 
fent  cut  feveral  parties,  againft  the  Englifh  colonies,  one  of  the  parties,  confifting 
of  about  two  hundred  French  and  fomeofthe  Caghnusga  Indians,  commanded  by 
D'Ailldcbout,  De  Mantel,  and  Le  Moyne,  was  intendeu  for  New-York.  But  by  the 
advice  of  the  Indians,    they  determined  firit  to  attack  Schenectady. 

For  this  place,  they  accordingly  directed  their  courfe,  and  afler  twenty  days  march, 
in  the  depth  of  whiter,  through  the  fnow,  carrying  their  provifions  on  their  backs, 
they  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Schenectady,  on  the  8th  of  Febuary,  1690. 
Such  was  the  extreme  diftrefs  to  which  they  were  reduced,  that  they  had  thoughts 
of  furrendering  themfeives  prifoners  of  war.  But  their  fcouts,  who  were  a  day  or 
two  in  the  village  entirely  unfufpected,  returned  with  fuch  encouraging  accounts 
of  the  abfolute  iecurity  of  the  people,  that  the  enemy  determined  on  the  attack. 
They  entered,  on  Saturday  night,  about  eleven  o'clock,  at  the  gates,  which  were 
found  open  •,  and,  that  every  houfe  might  be  invefted  at  the  fame  time,  they  di- 
vided into  fmaJl  parties  of  fix  or  feven  men.  The  inhabitants  were  in  a  profound 
fleep,  and  unalarmed:  until  their  doors  were  broken  open.  Never  were  people 
in  a  more  wretched  confirmation.  Before  they  were  rifen  from  their  beds,  the  ene- 
my entered  their  houfes,  and  began  rhe  perpetration  of  the  moft  inhuman  barbarities. 
No  tongue  can  exprefs  the  cruelties  that  were  committed.  The  whole  village 
was  inftantly  in  a  blaze.  Women  with-child  ripped  open,  and  their  infants  caft  into 
the  flames,  or  dafhed  againft  the  ports  of  the  doors.  Sixty  perfons  perifhed  in  the 
maflacre,  and  twenty  feven  were  carried  into  captivity.  The  reft  fled  naked  towards 
Albany,  through  a  deep  fnow  which  fell  that  very  night  in  a  terrible  ftorm  ;  and 
twenty -five  of  rhe  fugitives  loft  their  limbs  in  the  flight,  through  the  feverity  of  the 
froft.  The  news  of  this  dreadful  tragedy  reached  Albany,  about  break  of  day,  and 
univerfal  dread  feized  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  the  enemy  being  reported  to  be 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  ftrong.  A  party  of  horfe  was  immediately  difpatched 
to  Schenectady,  and  a  few  Mohawks,  then  in  town,  fearful  of  being  intercepted, 
were  with  difficulty  fent  to  apprife  their  own  catties. 

The  Mohawks  were  unacquainted  with  this  bloody  fcene,  until  two  days  after  it 
happc  ed,  the  meiTengers  being  fcarcely  able  to  travel  through  the  great  depth  of 
the  fnow.     5  he.  enemy,  in  the  mean,  time,  pillaged  tHe  town  of  Shenectady  until 
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noon  the  next  day  ;  and  then  went  off  with  their  plunder,  and  with  abonfforty  of 
the  beft  horfes.  The  reft,  with,  all  the  cattle  they  could  find,  lay  flaughtered  in  the 
ftreets. 

Upon  the  arrival  efa  governor  at  New  York,  comnvflioned  by  the  king,  Leifler 
refufed  to  furrender  the  ganifon,  for  which  he  and  his  fon  were  condemned  to 
death,  as  guilty  cf  high  treafon. 

The  whole  province  ot  New-York  was  originally  fettled  by  non-epifcopalians, 
chiefly  by  presbyterians,  except  a  few  epifcopal  famiies  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
In  1693,  col.  Fletcher,  then  governor  of  the  province,  projected  the  fcheme  of  a 
general  tax  for  building  churches  and  fupporring  epifcopal  ministers,  and  artfully 
effected  his  defign  in  part.  This  overture  'laid  the  foundation  for  a  dlfpute  between 
the  presbyterians  and  epifcopalians,  which  until  the  revolution,  was  maintained  on 
both  fides  with  great  warmth  and  animofity.  Several  of  the  governors,  particularly 
lord  Cornbury,  fhowed  great  partiality  to  the  epifcopalians,  and  perfecuteJ  the  pres- 
byterians. 

July  19th  170T,  the  confederated  tribes  of  Indians,  at  Albany,  furrendered  to 
the  Englifh,  their  beaver  hunting  country,  lying  between  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  to 
be  by  them  defended,  for  the  faid  confederated  Indians,  their  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs 
forever.  This  tranfaction  was  confirmed,  September  14,  1726,  when  the  Senecas, 
Cayugas,  and  Ono  idagas,  furrendered  their  habitations,  from  Cayahoga  to  Ofwego, 
and  fixty  miles  inland,  to  the  Englifh,  and  for  the  fame  ufe. 

In  1709,  a  vigorous  expedition  was  meditated  againft  Canada -,  in  making  prepa- 
rations for  which,  this  province  expended  above  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ;  but  the 
expected  affiftance  from  Bii.am  failing,  it  was  never  profecuted.  Soon  after  col. 
Schuyler,  who  had  been  very  influentiat  with  the  Indians,  went  to  England  with 
five  Sachems,  who  were  introduced  into  the  prefence  of  queen  Anne.  The  object 
cf  this  vifit  was  to  flimulate  the  miniftry  to  the  reduction  of  Canada. 

In  J  710.  governor  Hunter  brought  over  with  him  about  three  thoufand  Pala- 
tines, who,  the  vear  before,  had  fled  to  England  from  the  rage  of  perfecution  in 
Germany.  Many  ofthef-  people  fettled  in  the  city  of  New- York;  others  iettled-on 
a  tract,  cf  feveral  thoufand  acres,  in  the  manor  of  Livingfton,  and  fome  went  to  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  were  inflrumental  in  inducing  thoufands  of  their  countrymen  to  mi- 
grate to  that  province. 

In  171 1,  a  confiderable  fleet  w*s  fent  over  for  that  purpafe  ;  but  eight  tranfports 
being  caft  away  on  the  coaft,  the  reft  of  the  fleet  and  troops  returned  without cnaking 
any  attempt  to  reduce  Canada. 

The  prohibition  of  the  fale  of  Indian  goods  to  the  French,  in  1720,  excited  the 
clamour  of  the  merchants  at  New- York,  whofe  interefts  was  affected  by-it.  The  mea- 
sure was  undoubtedly  a  politic  one  ;  and  the  reafons  for  it  were  thefe  :  The  French, 
by  this  trade,  were  fupplied  with  articles  which  were  wanted  by  the  Indians.  This 
prevented  the  Indians  from  coming  to  Albany,  and  drew  them  to  Montreal  •,  and 
they  being  employed  by  the  French,  as  carriers,  became  attached  to  them  from  in- 
tereft.  About  the  fame  time,  a  trading-houfe  was  erected  by  the  Englifh  at  Ofwego,  • 
on  lake  Ontario  ;  and  another  by  the  French  at  Niagara. 

In  1729,  the  act  prohibiting  the  trade  between  Albany  and  Montreal  was  impru- 
dently repealed  by  the  king.  This  naturally  tended  to  undermine  the  trade  at  Of-  . 
wego,  and  to  advance  the  French  commerce  of  Niagara  •,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  Indians  from  Britain.  Not  long  after  this,  the  French 
were  fuffered  to  erect  a  fortrefs  at  EakeChamplain.  To  prevent  the  ill  confequences 
of  this,  a  fcheme  was  projected  to  fettle  the  lands  near  Lake  Geo-ge,  with  loyal 
proteftant  Highlanders  from  Scotland.  A  tract  of  thirty  thoufand  acres  was  accord- 
ingly promifed  to  captain.  Campbell,  who,  at  his  own  expenfe,   tranfported  eighty- 
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three  proteftant  families  to  New-York.  But  through  the  fordid  views  of  fome  per- 
fons  in  power,  who  aimed  at  a  ihare  in  the  intended  grants  the  fettlement  was  never 
made. 

In  1787,  the  legiflature  of  this  ftate,  ceded  to  the  commonwealth  of  Maffachufetts, 
all  the  lands,  within  their  jurifdidKon,  weft  of  a  meridian  to  be  drawn  from  a"  point 
in  the  north  boundary  line  of  Pennfylvania,  eighty-two  miles  weft  from  Delaware; 
(excepting  one  mile  along  the  eaft- fide  of  Niagara  river)  and  alfo  ten  town/hips 
between  the  Chenengo  and  Owegy  rivers,  referving  the  jurifdielion  to  the  ftate  of 
New  York.  This  ceffion  was  made  to  fatisfy  a  claim  of  Mafiachufetts,  founded  up* 
on  their  original  charter. 


Miles. 

Length   160 
Breadth    52 
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Situation  and  Extent. 
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f39°  and  41  p  25'  north  latitude, 
between  -l       The  body  of  the  ftate  lies  between  the  meridiaii 
j^of  Philadelphia,  and  i  °  eaft  longitude. 

Boundaries  1  T>°UNDED  eaft  by  Hudfon's  riVef  and  the  fea  •,  fouth,  by  the  fea  } 
X)  weft  hy  Delaware  bay  and  river,  which  divide  it  from  the  ftates 
of  Delaware  and  Pennfylvania  ;  north,  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Mahak- 
kamak  river,  in  latitude  41  °  24  ',  to  a  point  on  Hudfon's  river  in  latitude  41  °  :  con- 
taining about  eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  fquare  miles,  equal  to  five 
million  three  hundred  and  twenty-  four  thoufand  eight  hundred  acres. 
_  Civil  divisions  population,  &c]  NEW  JERSEY  is  divided  into  thirteen  couffir 
ties,  which  are  fubdivided  into  ninety. four  townihips  or  precincts. 
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Bavs,  ponds,  rivers,  and  canals.]  New-Jerfey  is  wafhed,  on  the  eaft  and 
foutheaft,  by  Hudfon's  river  and  the  ocean  ;  and  on  the  weft  by  the  river  Dela- 
ware. 

The  moft  remarkable  bay  is  Arthur-Kull,  or  Newark-bay,  formed  by  the  union 
of  Paffaick  and  Hackinfack  rivers.  This  bay  opens  to  the  right  and  left,  and  embraces 
Staten-Ifland.  There  is  a  long  bay  formed  by  a  beach,  four  orfWe  miles  from  the 
more,  extending  along  the  coaft  northeaft,  and  fouthweft,  from  Manafquand-river,  in 
Monmouth  county,  almoft  to  Cape-May.  Through  this  beach  are  a  number  of  inlets 
by  which  the  bay  communicates  with  the  ocean. 

On  the  top  of  a  mountain,  in  Morris  county,  is  a  lake  or  pond,  three  miles  in 
length,  and  from  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth,  from  which  proceeds  a  con- 
tinual ftream.  It  is  in  fome  places  deep.  The  water  is  of  a  fea-green  colour  ,  but  when 
taken  up  in  a  tumbler,  is  like  the  water  of  the  ocean,  clear  and  of  a  cry  ftaline  co- 
lour. 

The  rivers  in  this  ftate,  though  not  large,  are  numerous,  A  traveller,  in  parting 
the  common  road  from  New-Yotk  to  Philadelphia,  crofles  three  confiderable  rivers, 
viz  the  Hackinfack  and  Paffaick,  between  Bergen  and  Newark,  and  the  Raritan  at 
Brunfwick.  The  Hackinfick  rifes  in  Bergen  county,  runs  a  fouthweft  wardly  courfe,  and 
empties  into  Newark  Bay.-- -At  the  ferry,  near  its  mouth,  it  is  four  hundred  andfix- 
ty  yards  wide,  and  is  navigable  fifteen  miles. 

Paffaick  is  a  very  crooked  river.  It  rifes  in  a  large  fwamp  in  Morris  county.  Its 
general  courfe  is  from  W.  N".  W.  to  E.  S.  E.  until  it  mingles  with  the  Hackinfackat 
the  head  of  Newark  bay.  It  is  navigable  about  ten  miles,  and  is  two  hundred  and 
thirty  yards  wide  at  the  ferry.  The  cataract  (or  Great  Falls)  in  this  river,  is  one  of 
the  greateft  natural  curiofities  in  the  ftate.  The  river  is  about  forty  yards  wide,  and 
moves  in  a  flow,  gentle  current,  until,  coming  within  a  fhort  diftance  of  a  deep  cleft 
in  a  rock,  which  crofles  the  channel,  it  defcends,  and  falls  above  feven  feet  perpen- 
dicularly, in  one  entire  fheet.  One  end  of  the  clefr,  which  was  evidently  made  by  fome 
violent  convulfion  in  nature,  is  clofed  ;  at  the  other  the  water  rufhes  out  with  incre- 
dible fwiftnefs,  forming  an  acute  angle  with  its  former  direction,  and  is  received  with 
a  large  bafon,  whence  it  takes  a  wincing  courfe  through  the  rocks,  and  fpreads  into  a 
broad,  fmooth  ftream.  The  cleft  is  from  four  to  twelve  feet  broad.  The  falling  of  the 
water,  occafions  a  cloud  of  vapour  to  arife,  which,  by  floating  amidfVthe  fun- beams, 
prefents  to  the  vie  v,  rainbows,  that  add  beauty  to  the  tremendous  fcene.  The  new  ma- 
nufacturing town  of  Patterfon  is  erected  upon  the  Great  Falls  of  this  river. 

Raritan  river  is  formed  by  two  confiderable  ftreams,  called  the  north  and  fouth  bran- 
ches •,  one  of  which  has  its  fource  in  Morris,  the  other  in  Hunterdon  county.  Itpaffes 
by  Brunfwick  and  Amboy,  and  mingles  with  the  waters  of  the  Arthur  Kull  Sound,  and 
helps  to  form  the  fine  harbour  of  Amboy.  Jt  is  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  at  Brunfwick,  and  is  navigable  about  fifteen  miles.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
this  river  is  capable  of  a  very  fteady  lock  navigation,  as  high  as  the  Junction  of  the 
north  and  fouth  branches  ;  and  thence  up  the  louth  branch  to  Grandin's  Bridge,  in 
Kingwood.  Thence  to  Delaware  river  is  ten  or  twelve  miles  A  portage  will  probably 
be  eftablifhed  here  by  a  turnpike  road  :  or,  the  waters  of  the  Raritan  may  be  united 
with  thofe  of  the  Delaware,  by  a  canai  from  the  fouth  Branch  of  the  Raritan  to  Muf- 
conetcony  river,  which  empties  into  tne  Delaware— or  from  Capooling  creek,,  a 
water  of  the  Raritan,  emptying  at  Grandin's  Bridge,  and  Necefiackaway,  a  water  of 
the  Delaware. 

At  Raritan  hills,  though  which  this  river  paffes,  is  a  fmall  cafcade,  where  the  water 
falls  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  very    romantically,  between   two  rocks.  This  river  oppo- 
site to  Brunfwick,  is  fo  fhallow,  that  it  isfordable,  at  low  water,  with  horfes  and  car- 
riages ;  but  a  little  below,  it  deepens  fo  faft,  that  a  twenty-gun  fhip  may  ride  fecurely 
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at  any  time  of  tide,  The  tfds,  howeve r,  rifes  fo  high,  that  large  ftvallopa  pafa  a  mile 
above  the  ford  ;  fo  that  it  Is  no  uncommon  clrcumftance,  to  fee  vefTels  of  confiderable 
burden  riding  at  anchor,  and  a  number  of  large  craft  lying  above,  fome  dry,  and 
others  on  their  beam-ends  for  want  of  water,  within  gun^mot  of  each  other. 

Bridges  are  building  (agreeably  to  laws  of  the  ftate  pafled  for  that  purpofej  over, 
the  PaiTaick,  Hackinfack,  and  Raritan  rivers,  on  the  poft-road  between  New-York  and 
Philadelphia.  Thefe  bridges  will  greatly  facilitate  the  intercourfe  between  thefe  two 
great  cities, 

Befides  thefe  are  Cefarea- river,  or  Cohanfey- creek,  which  rifes  in"  Salem  county 
and  is  about  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  navigable  for  vefTels  of  an  hundred  tons  to 
Bridgetown,  twenty  miles  from  its  mouth. 

Mulicus  river  divides  the  counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Burlington,  and  is  navigable 
twenty  miles  for  vefTels  of  fixty  tons. 

Maurice-river  rifes  in  Gloucefter  county,  runs  fouthwardly  about  forty  miles,  and 
is  navigable  for  vefTels  of  an  hundred  tons,  fifteen  miles,  and  for  fhallops  ten  miles 
farther, 

Alloway  creek,  in  the  county  of  Salem,  is  navigable  fixteen  miles  for  fhallops,  with 
fevera!  obftruclions  of  drawbridges.  Ancocus  creek,  in  Burlington  county,  is  alfo 
navigable  fixteen  miles.  Thefe  with  many  fmaller  ftreams.  empv  into  the  Delaware, 
and  carry  down  the  produce  which  their  fertile  banks  and  the  neighbouring  country 
afford, 

That  part  of  the  ftate  which  borders  on  the  fea,  is  indentedwich  a  great  number 
of  fmall  rivers  and  creeks  fuch  as  Great  Egg- harbour  and  Liub- Egg- harbour  rivers, 
Nave/ink,  Shark,  Matiticung,  and  Forked  rivers,  which,  as  the  country  is  fiat,  are 
navigable  for  final  I  craft,  almoft  to  their  fources. 

Pauljn's  Ki'n,  in  Sufiex  countv,  is  navigable  for  crafts  fifteen  miles  ;  and  the  Mufco.- 
netcony,  which  divides  Hunterdon  from  Suflex,  is  capable  of  beneficial  improvement 
as  is  the  Pequeft  or  Ptquaflet  befween  the  two  kft  mentioned  rivers. 

This  ftate  is  remarkable  for  mill  feats  eleven  hundred  of  which  are  already  occu- 
pied  •,  five  hundred  with  flour  mills,  and  the  reft  with  faw  miils,  fulling  mills,  forges, 
furnaces,  {lifting  and  rolling  mills,  paper,  powder  and  oil  mills. 

Sandy  Hock,  or  point,  is  in  the  townftup  of  Middletown  ;  and  on  this  point  ftandg 
a  light  house,  one  hundred  htt  high,  built  by  the  citizens  of  New- York. 

Face  of  ths  country,  mountains,     ")  .    The  counties  of  SufTex,  Morris,  andthe 
soil  and  productions.  J    northern  part  of  Bergen,  are   mountain- 

ous. The  fouth- Mountain,  which  is  one  ridge  of  the  great  Allegany  Range,cro<Te$  this 
ftate  in  about  latitude  41  9  ,  This  mountain  embofoms  fuch  amazing  quantities  of 
iron  ore,  that  it  might  not  improperly  be  called  the  Iron-Mountain.  The  Kitratin- 
ny  ridge  partes  through  this  ftate  north  of  the  South  mountain.  Several  fpurs 
from  thefe  mountains  are  projected  in  a.  fouthern  direction.  One  paiTes  between 
Springfield  and  Chatham,  Another  runs  weft  of  it,  by  Morriftown,  Bafkinridge  and 
Vealtown,  The  interior  country  ia  in  general,  agreeably  variegated  with  hills  and 
vallies.  The  fouthern  counties,  which  lie  alang  the  fea  coaft,  are  pretty  uniformly 
flat  and  fandy.  The  noted  Highlands  of  Navellnk,  and  Center  Hill,  are  almoft  the 
only  hills  within  the  diftance  of  many  miles  from  the  fea  coaft,  The  Highlands  of 
Navefmk  are  on  the  fea  coaft  near  Sandy  Flook,  in  the  townftupoj*  Middletown,  and 
are  the  firft  lands  that  are  difcovergd  by  mariners,  as  they  come  upon  the  coaft,  They 
rife  about  fix  hundred  ket  above  the  inrface  of  the  water. 

Nearly  five  eighths  of  moft.  of  the  louthmi  counties,  or  one  fourth  of  the  whole 
ftate,  is  almoft  a  fandy  barren4  unfit,  Inmany  parts,  for  cultivation.  The  land  on  the 
fea  coaft,  in  this,  like  that  in  the  more  fouthwn  iktes„  has  every  appearance  of  made 
ground.  The  (oil  is  generally  a  light  land  j  and  by  digging,  m  aa  average,  about  ntty. 
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feet  below  the  Fur  face,  (which  can  be  done,  even  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  from  the  fea,  without  any  impediment  from  rock5:  or  (tones;  you  come  to  fait 
mar/h.  The  gentleman,  who  gave  this  information,  adds,  "  I  have  (esn  an  oyfter-fhell 
that  would  hold  a  pint,  which  was  dug  out  of  the  marfh,  at  fifty  feet  deep,  in  digging 
a  well."  "  About  {even  years  fince,"  continues  he,  "  at  Long  branch,  in  the  county 
of  Monmouth,  in  the  banks  of  the  Atlantic,  which  were  greatly  torn  by  a  great  rife 
of  the  fea  in  a  violent  eafterly  ftorm,  was  difcovered  the  fkeleton  of  fome  huge  carni- 
vorous animal.  The  country  people  who  firfl  fa>v  it,  had  fo  little  curiofity,  as  to  fuf- 
fer  it  to  oe  wholly  cietlroyed,  except  a  jaw  tooth  which  I  faw.  This  was  about  two  an  1 
a  half  niches  wide,  five  inches  long,  and  as  many  deep.  The  perfon  who  helped  to 
take  it  out  of  the  bank,  affured  me  there  was  one  rib  (svcn  feet  four  inches,  and  ano- 
ther four  feet  long."  The  bones  of  another  of  thefe  animals  have  lately  been  difcovered, 
in  a  meadow,  in  the  county  of  Gloucefrer,  on  the  river  Delaware,  by  a  negro,  who 
was  digging  a  ditch  three  or  four  feet  deep.  Fart  of  thefe  bones  were  fent  to  Phila- 
delphia 

This  ftate  has  all  the  varieties  of  foil  from  the  wont  to  the  bed  kind.  It  has  a  great 
proportion  of  barrens.  The  good  land,  in  the  fouthefh  counties,  lies  principally  on  the 
banks  of  rivers  and  creeks.  The  foil,  on  thefe  banks,  is  generally  a  ftiff  clay  ;  a~id  while 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  pro  luces  various  fpecies  of  oak,  hickory,  pop'ir,  chefnut,  afh, 
gum,  See,  The  bArrens  produce  little  elfe  but  fhrub  oaks  and  yellow  pines.  Thafe  fan- 
By  lands  yield  immenfe  quantity  of  bog  iron  ore  which  is  worked  up  to  great  advan-r 
tage  in  the  iron- works  iu  thefe  counties.  There  are  large  bodies  of  fait  meadow  along 
the  lower  part  of  the  Delaware  river  and  bay,  which  afford  a  plentiful  pafture  for 
Cattle  in  fummer,  and  hay  in  winter  •,  but  the  flies  and  mufketoes  frequent  thefe  mea- 
dows in  large  fwarms,  in  the  months  of  June,  July  and  Auguft,  and  prove  very,  trou- 
blefbme  both  to  man  ani  beaft.  In  Glouceder  and  Cumberland  counties  are  feveral 
Jarge  tracts  of  banked  meadow.  Their  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  renders  them  highly 
valuable,  Along  the  fea  coaft,  the  inhabitants  fubfift,  principally,  by  feeding  cattle  on 
the  fait  meadows,  and  by  fifh,  of  various  kinds,  fuch  as  rock,  drum,  (had,  perch,  &c. 
black  turtle,  crabs  and  oyfters,  which  the  fea,  river9,  and  creeks  afford  in  great  abun- 
dance. They  raife  Indian  corn,  rye,  potatoes,  &e.  but  not  for  exportation.  Their 
fwamps  afford  lumber,  which  is  eafily  conveyed  to  a  good  market,  The  fugar-maple 
tree  is  common  in  Suffex  county  upon  the  Delaware. 

In  the  hilly  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  ftate,  which  are  not  too  rocky  for  cultiva* 
tion,  the  foil  is  of  a  ftronger  kind,  and  covered  in  its  natural  ftate  with  (lately  oaks, 
hickories,  chefnuts,  &e,  and,  when  cu!tivated,produces  wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn, buck-, 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  flax,  and  fruits,  of  all  kinds  common  to  the  climate.  The  land  in 
this  hilly  country  is  good  for  grazing  j  and  farmers  feed  great  numbers  of  cattle  fop 
Iv  ew- York  and  Philadelphia  market*  *  many  of  them  keep  large  dairies,  as  there  are 
extenfive  tracts  of  fine  meadows  between  the  hills. 

The  orchards  in  many  parts  of  the  ftate,  equal  any  in  the  united  ftates  1  and  the 
cyder  is  of  excellent  quality. 

The  markets  of  New-Yo-'k  and  Philadelphia  receive  a  very  confiderabie  proportion 
of  their  fupplies  from  the  contiguous  parts  of  New-Jerfey,  And  thofe  contiguous 
parts  are  exceedingly  well  calculated,  as  to  the  nature  and  fertility  of  their  foils,  to 
afford  thefe  fupplies  \  and  the  intervention  of  a  great, number  of  navigable  rivers  and 
creeks  renders  it  very  convenient  to  market  their  produce.  Thefe  fupplies  conflft  of 
vegetables  of  many  kinda,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  plumbs,  ftrawbgmes,  cherries,  and 
other  fruits— cyder  in  large  quantities,  and  of  the  beft  quality ,  butter,  cheefe,  beefv 
pork,  maron,  &e. 

Trade.]  The  trade  of  this  ftate  is  carried  on  almoft  folely  with  and  from  thofe  two 
great  commercial  cities.  New- York  on  one  £d?,  and  Philadelphia  on  the  other ,  thti 
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it  wants  not  good  ports  ofits  own.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  legifiV 
ture,  to  fecure  to  the  ftate  its  own  natural  advantages,  by  granting  extraordinary  pri- 
vileges to  merchants,  who  would  fettle  at  Amboy  and  Burlington,  two  very  commo- 
dious ports.  But  the  people,  having  long  been  accuftumed  to  fend  their  produce  to  the 
markets  of  Philadelphia  and  New-York,  and  ofcourfe,  having  their  correfpondences 
eftablifhed,  and  their  mode  of  dealing  fixed,  it  has  been  found  impoflible  to  turn  their 
trade  from  the  old  channel.  Befides  in  thefe  large  cities,  where  are  (o  many  able  mer- 
chants, and  fo  many  wants  to  be  fupplied,  credits  are  more  eafilv  obtained  and  a  bet- 
ter and  quicker  market  is  found  for  produce,  than  could  be  expected  in  towns  lefs 
populous  and  flourifhing.  Thefe  and  other  caufes  of  fame  kind,  have  hitherto  ren- 
dered abortive  the  encouragements  held  out  by  the  legiflature. 

The  articles  exported,  befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  are,  wheat,  flour,  horfes, 
live  cattle,  hams,  which  are  celebrated  as  being  among  the  beft  in  the  world  •,  lumber, 
flax-feed,  leather,  iron,  in  great  quantites,  in  pigs  and  bars,  and  formerly  copper 
ore  ;  but  the  mines  have  not  been  worked  fince  the  commencement  of  the  late  war. 
The  imports  confift  chiefly  of  Weft- India  and  European  goods. 

Manufactures  and  agriculture.]  The  manufactures  of  this  ftate  have  hither- 
to bsen  very  inconfiderable,  not  fufficient  to  fupply  its  own  consumption,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  article  of  iron,  nails  and  leather.  A  Spirit  of  induftry  and  improvement,  par- 
ticularly in  manufactures,  has,  however,  greatly  increafed  in  the  two  or  three  laft 
years.  Moft  of  the  families  in  the  country,  and  many  in  the  populous  towns,  are 
clothed  in  ftrong,  decent  homefpun  ;  and  it  is  a  happy  circumftance  for  our  country, 
that  this  plain  American  drefs  is  every  day  growing  more  faftuonable,  not  only  in 
this,  but  in  all  the  ftates. 

In  Trenton,  Newark  and  E'izabeth  town,  are  feveral  valuable  tanyards,  where 
leather,  in  large  quantities,  and  of  an  excellent  quality,  is  made  and  exported  to  the 
neighbouring  markets.  Steel  was  manufactured  at  Trenton,  in  the  time  of  the  war, 
but  not  considerably  fince.  In  Gloucefttr  county  is  a  glafs  hoafe.  Paper  mills,  and 
nail  manufactories  are  erected,  and  worked  to  advantage  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
ftate.  Wheat  a!fo  is  manufactured  into  flour. and  Indian  corn  into  meal  »o  good  ac- 
count, in  the  weftern  counties,  where  wheat  is  the  ftaple  commodity.  But  the  iron 
manufacture  is,  of  all  others,  the  greateft  fource  of  wealth  of  the  ftate.  Iron  works  are 
erected  in  Gloucefter,  Burlington,  Suflex,  Morris,  and  other  counties.  The  mountains 
in  the  county  of  Morris,  give  rife  to  a  number  of  ftreams,  necefftry  and  convenient 
for  thefe  works,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  furnifh  a  copious  fupply  of  wood  and  ore,  of 
a  fuperior  quality.  In  this  county  alone,  are  no  lefs  than  feven  rich  iron  mines  ;  from 
which  might  be  taken  ore  fufficient  to  fupply  the  united  ftates  -,  and  to  work  it  into 
iron  are  two  furnaces,  two  rolling  and  flitting  mills,  and  about  thirty  forges,  contain- 
ing from  two  to  four  fires  each.  Thefe  works  produce  annually  aboutfive  hundred  and 
forty  tons  of  bar-iron,  eight  hundred  tons  of  pigs,  befides  large  quantities  of  hol- 
low ware,  fheet  iron,  and  nail  rods.  In  the  whole  ftate,  it  is  fuppofed  there  is  yearly 
made  about  twelve  hundred  tons  of  bar-iron,  twelve  hundred  of  pigs,  eighty  of  nail 
rods,  exclufive  of  hollow- ware,  and  various  other  callings,  of  which  vaft  quanties  are 
made. 

Early  in  the  late  war,  a  powder-mill  was  erected  in  Morri flown,  by  col.  Ford,  who 
was  enabled,  by  the  ample  fupply  of  faltpetre  furnifhed  by  the  patriotic  inhabitants, 
to  make  a  considerable  quantiy  of  that  valuable  and  neceflary  article,  at  a  time  when 
it  was  moft  needed.  And  when  the  enemy  were  at  the  door,  it  afforded  a  timely  fup- 
ply. 

A  manufacturing  company  was  incorporated,  in  i7Qi,by  the  legiflature  of  this* 
ftate,  and  favoured  with  very  great  privileges.  The  better  to  encourage  every  kind  of 
manufacture,  a  fubfcription  was  opened,  under  the  patronage  of  the  fecretary  of  the 
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treafuty  of  the  united  dates,  for  this  important  purpcfe.  Er.ch  fubfcriberpromifed  to 
paVj. for  every  marearmexed  to  his  name,  four  hundred  dollars  to  the  trustees  ap- 
pointed to  receive  it.  A  mm  of  upwards  of  five  hundred  thouftnd  d.  Il.irs  was  al- 
moft  immediately  fybfcribed,  and  the  directors  of  the  arTociatiori  have  firice  taken 
m.:afiir^s  to  carry  into  effect  their  extenfive  plan,  They  have  fixed  en  the  Great-fall's, 
in  PafTaick  river,  and  the  ground  adjoining,  for  the .  erection  of  the  mills  and  the 
town  ;  which  tney  call  Patterson,  in  honour  of  the  then  governor  of  New  Jcvfev. 
Every  advantage  appears  to  be  concentrate  in  this  delightful  fituation,  to  make  it  one 
of  the  moft  eligible  in  the  united  dates,  for  the  permament  eftablifhrnen't  of  manu- 
factures. Already  a  large  fum  of  money  has  been  expended.  But  the  fuccefs  hi- 
therto  has  not  equalled  public  expectation. 

Although  the  majority   of  the  inhabitants  in  this  ftate  are  farmers,  yet  agriculture 
has  not  been  improved  (a  few  inftances  excepted)  ro  that  degree,  which  fiom  long  ex- ., 
perience,   we  might  rationally  expect,  and  which    the  fertility    of  the  foil,   in  many 
places,  fecmsto  encourage. 

Mines  and  minerals.]  This  ftate  embofoms  vaft  quantities  of  iron  and  copper 
ore.  The  iron  ore  is  oftwo'kinds  ,  one  is  capable  of  being  manufactured  into  mal 
leabie  iron,  and  is  found  in  mountains  and  in  low  barrens-,  the  other,  called  boo- 
ore,  grows  in  rich  bottoms  ;  andyieids  iron  of  a  hard,  brittle  quality,  and  is  com- 
monly manufactured  into  hollow  ware,  and  ufed  fometimes  inftead  of  ftone  in  buil- 
ding. 

A  numberof  copper  mines  have  been  difcovered  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate. 
One  is  in  Bergen  county,  which,  when  worked  by  the  Schuylers,  (to  whom  it  be- 
longed) was  confidcrably  productive  j  but  they,  have,  for  many  years,  been  neglect- 
ed. 

"  About  the  years  1748,  1749,  1750,  feveral  lumps  of  virgin  copper  from  five  to 
thirty  pounds  weight, (in  th  whole  upwards  of  two  hundred  pounds)  were  ploughed 
up  in  a  field,  belonging  to  Philip  French,  efq.  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  New  Brunf- 
wick.  This  induced  lV.t  Elias  Boudinot  to  take  a  leafe  of  this  land,  in  order  to  fearch 
for  copper  or?,  a  body  of  which  he  concluded  muft  be  contained  in  this  hill.  He  took 
in  feveral  partners,  and,  about  the  year  1751,  opened  a  pit  in  the  low  grounds,  about 
two  or  thiee  hundred  yards  from  the  river.  He  was  led  to  this  fpot  by  a  friend  of  his, 
■who,  a  little  before,  paffiig  by  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, obferved  a  body  of  flame 
arife  out  of  the  ground,  as  large  as  a  common-fized  man,  which  foon  after  died 
away.  He  drove  aftake  in  the  fpot.  About  fifteen  feet  deep,  Mr.  Boudinot  came 
on  a  vein  of  bluifh  ftone,  about  two  feet  thick,  between  two  perpendicular  loofe  bodies 
of  red  rock,  covered  with  a  fheet  of  pine  virgin  copper,  a  little  thicker  than  gold 
lfaf.  This  bluifh  ftone  was  filled  with  fparks  of  virgin  copper,  very  much  like  copper 
filings  ;  and  now  »nd  then  aJirge  lump  or  virgin  copper,  from  five  to  thirty  pounds 
weight.  He  followed  this  vein  almoft  thirty  feet,  when,  the  water  coming  in  very 
fait.,  the  expenfe  became  too  great  for  the  company's  capital.  A  ftamping  mill  was 
erected,  and,  by  reducing  the  bluifh  ftons  So  a  powder,  and  warning  if  in  large  tubs, 
the  ftone  was  carried  of?,  and  the  fine  copper  preierved  ;  by  which  means  many  tons 
of  the  pureft  copper  were  fent  to  England,  without  ever  paiiing  through  the  fire  ; 
but  labour  was  too  high  to  render  it  poflible  for  the  company  to  proceed.  Sheets  of 
copper  about  the  thicknefsof  two  pennies,  and  three  feet  fquare,  on  an  average,  have 
been  taken  from  between  the  rocks,  within  four  feet  of  the  furface,  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  hill.  At  about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  deep,  they  came  tc  a  body  of  fine,  folid  ere  in 
the  midft  of  this  bluifh  vein,  but  between  rocks  of  a  white  flinty  fpar,  which  ho-'  e- 
yer,  was  worked  out  in  a  few  days.  Thefe  works  lie  now  wholly  neglected,  although 
the  vein,  when  left,  was  richer  than  ever  it  nad  been.  There  was  alio  a  v~ry  rich 
vein  of  copper  ore  difcovered  at  Rocky-hill,  in  Somerfet  county,  which  has  alfo  been 
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neglected,  from  the  heavy  expenfe  attending  the  working  of  it.  There  have  been  va- 
rious  attempts  made  to  fearch  the  hills  beyond  Boundbrook,  known  by  the  name  of 
Van  Home's  Mountain;  but  for  the  fame  feafon,  they  are  now  neglected.  This  moun- 
tain difcovers  the  greateft  appearance  of  copper  ore,  of  any  place  in  the  ftate.  It  may 
be  picked  up  on  the  furface  of  many  parts  of  it.  A  fmelting  furnace  was  erected,  be- 
fore the  revolution,  in  the  neighbourhood,  by  twd  Germans,  who  were  making  very 
considerable  profit  on  their  work,  until  the  Britifh  deftroyed  it  in  the  beginning  of  th« 
war.  T  he  inhabitants  made  it  worth  their  while,  by  collecting  the  ore  from  the  fur- 
face,  and  by  partially  digging  into  the  hill,  to  fupply  the  furnace.  BeAdes*  a  company 
opened  a  very  large  fhaft  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  from  which  alfo  much  valuable  ore 
and  fome  virgin  copper  were  taken.  Two  lumps  of  virgin  copper  were  found  here  in 
the  year  1734,  which  weighed  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  pounds." 

A  lead  mine  has  been  difcovered  in  Hopewell  townfhip,  four  Bliljjs  from  Trenton. 
There  is  faid  to  be  coal  on  Raritan  river,  below  Brunfwick,  and  at  Pluckemin,  and 
turf  in  Bethlehem,  at  the  head  of  its  fouth  branch  ;  and  alio  at  Springfield,  on  Rail- 
way river, 

Curiuus  springs.]  In  the  upper  part  of  the  county  of  Monis,  is  a  cold,  mineral 
fpring,  which  is  frequented  by  valetudinarians,  and  its  waters  have  been  ufed 'with 
very  considerable  fuccefs.  in  the  townfhip  of  Hanover,  in  this  county,  on  a  iiageof 
hills,  area  number  of  wells,  which  regulrly  ebb  and  flow  about  fix  feet,  twice  in  every 
twenty  four  ours.  Thefe  wells  are  nearly  forty  miles  from  the  fea,  in  a  straight  line. 
.In  Cape  May  county,  is  a  fpring  of  frefh  water, which  boil 3  up  from  the  bottom  of  a 
ialt  water  cieek,  which  runs  nearly  dry  at  low  tide  ;  but  at  flood  tide  is  covered  with 
water  directly  from  the  ocean,  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet  ;  yet,  in  this  situation, 
by  letting  down  a  bottle  well  corked,  through  the  fait  water  in  the  fpring,- and  im- 
mediately drawing  the  cork  with  a  firing  prepared  for  the  purpofe,  it  may  be  drawn 
up  full  of  fine,  untainted  frefh  water.  There  are  fprings  of  this  kind  in  other  parts  of 
ihe  ftate.  In  the'eountyof  Hunterdon,  near  the  top  of  Mufkonetcong  mountain,  is  a 
noted  medicinal  fpring,  to  which  invalids  refort  from  every  quarter.  It  iflues  from 
the  fide  of  a  mountain,  and  is  conveyed  into  an  artificial  refervoir  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  thofe  who  wifh  to  bathe  in,  as  well  as  .to  drink  the  waters.  It  is  a  ftrong  cha- 
lybeate,  and  very  cold.  Thefe  waters  have  b:en  ufed  with  very  confiderable  fuccefs  ; 
hut  perhaps  the  exercife  neceflary  to  get  to  them,  and  the  purity  of  the  air  in  this  lofty 
fituation,  aided  by  a  lively  imagination,  have  as  great  efficacy  in  curing  the  patient 
as   the  waters. 

A  curious  fpring  has  been  difcovered  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  fouth 
branch  of  Raritan  river,  from  which,  even  in  the  drieft  feafons,  a  fmall  flream  ilTues, 
except  when  the  wind  continues  to  blow  from  the  north  weft  for  more  than  two  days 
fucceffively,  when  it  'ceafes  to  run  ;  and  if  the  water  be  taken  out  of  the  cafk,  placed 
in  the  ground,  it  will  remain  empty  until  the  wind  changes  ;  when  it  is  again  filled 
and  flows jas  ufual. 

Cave.]  In  the  townfhip  of  Shrewsbury,  in  Monmouth  county,  on  the  fide  of  a 
branch  of  Navefink  river,  is  a  remarkable  cave,  in  which  there  are  three  rooms.  The 
cave  is  about  thirty  feet  long,  and  fifteen  feet  broad.  Each  of  the  rooms  is  arched,  the 
centre  of  the  arch  is  about  five  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  cave  ;  the  fides  not  more 
than  two  and  a  half.  The  mouth  of  the  cave  is  fmall  ;  the  bottom  is  a  loofe  fand  and 
the  arch  is  formed  in  a  foft  rock,  through  the  pores  of  which,  the  moiftureflowly. ex- 
udes,   and  falls  in  drops  on  the  fand  below. 

:  Population.]  According  to  the  cenfus  of  1700,  as  given  in  the  table,  there  were 
ja  this  state,  one  hundred  and  eighty  four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty  nine  in- 
habitants, .of  whom  eleven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty- three  were  flaves. 
The  average  population  for  every  fquare  mile  is  nearly  twenty-two.   The  number  of 
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Inhabitants  in  this  ftate,  was,  in  1738,  forty-feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty- 
nine;  1745,  Sixty  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  three-,  1784,006  hundred  and 
forty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-five,  including  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
©ne  blacks. 

The  average  annual  increafe  fince  1738,  his  been  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
thirty,  exclufive  of  emigrations,  which,  fince  1783,  have  been  numerous,  to  the 
country  weft  of  the  Allegany  mountains. 

Character,  manners  and  customs.]  Many  circumflances  concur  to  render 
thefe  various  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate.  The  inhabitants  are  a  collection  of  Dutch 
Germans,  Englifh,  Scotch,  Irifh,  and  New  Englanders,  or  their  defendants.  Nation- 
al attachment,  and  mutual  convenience,  have  generally  induced  thefe  feveral  kinds 
of  people  to  fettle  together  in  a  body,  and  in  this  way  their  peculiar  national  manners, 
cuftoms,  and  character  are  ftill  preserved,  efpecially  among  the  poorer  clafs  of  peo- 
ple, who  have  little  intercourfe  with  a-sy  but  their  own  nation.  Religion,  althoughits 
tendency  is  to  unite  people  in  thofe  things  which  are  effeiuial  to  happinefs,  occafions 
wide  differences  as  to  manner?,  cuftoms,  and  even  character.  The  presbyterian,  the 
•qmker,  the  episcopalian,  the  baptift,  the  German  and  Low  Dutch  Calvinift,  the  me- 
tkodift  and  the  Moravian,  have  each  their  diStinguifhing  characteristics,  either  in 
their  worfhip,  their  discipline,  or  their  drefs.  There  is  ftill  another  characteriftical 
^Terence,  difrinft  from  eith.r  of  the  others,  which  arifes  from  the  intercourfe  of  the 
■inhabitants  with  different  fta'es.  The  people  in  Weft-Jerfey  trade  to  Philadelphia, 
and,  of  courfe,  imitate  its  fafh'ons  and  imbibe  its  manners.  The  inhabitants  of  Eaft- 
.  Jerfey  trade  to  New  York,, and  regulate  their  fafhions  and  manners  according  to  thofe 
in  New-York  So  that  the  difference  in  regard  to  fafhions  and  manners  between  Eaft 
.and  Weft  Jerfey,  is  neaily  as  great  as  between  New-York  and  Philadelphia.  The 
people  of  New. Jerfey  are  generally  induftrious,  frugal,  and  hofpitable.  There  are  com- 
paratively, but  few  men  .of  learning  in  the  ftate,  nor  can  it  be  faid  that  the  people 
in  general  have  a  tafte  for  the  Sciences.  The  pporer  clafs  are  not  Sufficiently  attentive 
to  the  education  of  their  children.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  the 
firft  rank  in  abilities  and  learning  in  the  civil  offices  of  the  ftate,  and  in  the  feveral 
.learned  profeffions. 

There  is  at  leaft  as  great  a  number  of  induftrious,  difcreet,  amiable,  genteel  and 
handfome  women  in  New- Jerfey,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  as  in 
•any  of  the  thirteen  ftates. 

Religion.]  There'are,  in  this  ftate,  about  fifty  presbyterian  congregations,  fub- 
jsctto  the  care  of  three  presbyteries,  viz..  that  of  New- York,  of  New-Brunfwick,  and 
Philadelphia.  A  part  of  the  charge  of  New- York  and  Philadelphia  presbyteries  lies 
in  New- Jerfey,   and  part  in  their  own  refpective  ftates. 

Befides  thefe  there  are  upwards  of  foity  congregations  of  friends — thirty  of  baptifts 
■---twenty- five  of  epifcopalians — twenty-eight  of  Dutch  reformed,  befides  methodifts 
—-and  a  Settlement  of  Moravians  and  Roman  catholics.  All  thefe  religious  denomina* 
tions  live  together  in  peace  and  harmony  ;  are  allowed,  by  the  constitution  of  the  ftate, 
to  worfhip  Almighty  God  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  confeiences  ;  and  are 
not  compelled  to  attend  or  Support  any  worfhip  contrary  to  their  own  faith  and  judg- 
ment. All  proteftant  inhabitants,  of  peaceable  behaviour,  are  eligible  to  the  civil  of- 
fices of  the -ftate. 

CoLivEr-.FR.  academies,  and  schools.]  There  are  two  colleges  in  New- JetSey ; 
one  at  Princeton,  called  Naffau-Hall,  the  other  at  BrunSwick,  called  Queen's  Col- 
lege. The  college  at  Princeton  was  firft  founded  by  charter  Srom  John  Hamilton, 
efq.  prefident  of  the  council,  about  the  year  1738,  and  enlarged  by  governor  Bel- 
cher, in  1747.  The  charter  delegates  a  power  of  granting  to  "  the  ftudents  of  faid 
college,  -or  to  any  others  thought  worthy  of  them,  all  fuch  degrees  as  are  granted  in 
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cither  of  the  univerfitiesor  any  other  college  in  Great- Britain."  It  has  twenty- three 
truftees.  The  governor  of  the  ftate,  and  the  prefident  of  the  college  are,  ex  officiis, 
two  of  them.  It  has  an  annual  income  of  about  nine  hundred  pounds  currency  ;  of 
which  two  hundred  pounds  arife  from  funded  public  Securities  and  lands,  and  the 
reft  from  the  fees  of  the  ftudents. 

The  prefident  of  the  college  is  profefTor  of  eloquence,  Criticifm,  and  chronology. 
The  vice- prefident  is  profeffor  of  divinity  and  moral  philofophy.  There  is  alfo  a  pro- 
fefTor of  mathematics,  and  natural  philofcphy,  and  two  maftcrs  of  languages.  The 
four  clafTes  in  college  contain  commonly  from  feventy  to  one  hundred  ftudents.  There 
is  a  grammar-fchool,  of  about  twenty  fcholars,  connected  with  the  college,  under 
the  fuperintendance'  of  the  prefident,  and  taught  fometimes  by  a  fenior  fcholar,  and 
fometimes  by  a  graduate. 

Before  the  war,  this  college  was  furnifhed  with  a  philosophical  apparatus,  worth 
five  hundred  pounds,  which  (except  the  elegant  orrery  constructed  by  Mr.  Kitten- 
houfe)  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  by  the  Britifh  army  in  the  late  war,  as  was  alia 
the  library,  which  now  confifts  of  between  two  and  three  thoufand  volumes. 

The  college  edifice  is  hmdfomely  built  with  ftone,  and  is  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
feet  in  length,  fifty-four  in  breadth,  and  four  ftorieshigh  ;  and  is  divided  into  forty- 
two  convenient  chambers,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ftudents,  befides  a  dining. 
hall,  chapel,  and  room  for  the  library.  Its  Situation  is  elevated,  and  exceedingly  nlea- 
fant  and  healthful.  It  is  remarkable,  that  fince  the  removal  of  the  college  to  Princ-t  n 
in  1756,  there  have  been  but  five  or  fix  deaths  among  the  ftudents. 

The  college  has  been  under  the  care  of  a  fucceffion  of  presidents,  eminent  for  piety 
and  learning*-,  and  has  furnifhed  a  number  of  civilians,  divines,  and  phyficians,  of  the 
firft  rank  in  America. 

The  charter  for  Queen's  College,  at  Brunfwick,  was  granted  juft  before  the  war, 
in  confequence  of  an  application  from  a  body  of  the  Dutch  church.  Its  funds,  raifed 
wholly  by  free  donations,  amounted,  foon  after  its  eftablifhment,  to  four  thoufand 
pounds ;  but  they  were  confi  Jerably  diminifhed  by  the  war.  The  grammar  fchool, 
which  is  connected  with  the  college,  confifts  of  between  thirty  and  forty  ftudents,  un- 
der the  care  of  the  truftees.  This  college,  at  prelent,  is  not  in  a  very  fiourifhing  ftate. 
A  union  of  thefe  colleges  is  in  contemplation,  and  fome  Aeps  have  been  taken  to  ef- 
fect it. 

There  are  a  number  of  good  academies  in  this  ftite.  One  at  Freehold,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Monmouth — another  at  Trenton,  in  which  are  about  eighty  ftudents  in  the  dif- 
ferent branches.  It  has  a  fund  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum, 
arifing  from  the  intereft  on  public  fecurities.  Another  at  Hackinfack,  in  the  county  of 
Bergen,  of  upwards  of  an  hundred  fcholars.  There  is  another  fiourifhing  academy  at 
Orangedale,  in  the  county  ofESTcx,  confiding  nearly  of  as  many  fcholars  as  any  of  the 
others,  furnifhed  with  able  inftructors  and  good  accommodations.  Another  has  lately 
been  opened  at  Elizabethtown,  and  confifts  of  upwards  of  twenty  ftudents  in  the  lan- 
guages, and  is  increafing.  An  academy,  by  the  name  of  Burlington  academy,  ha8 
lately  been  eftablifhed  at  Burlington,  under  the  direction  of  feven  truftees,  and  the 
instruction  of  two  preceptors.  The  fyftem  of  education  adopted  in  this  academy,  is 
defigned  to  prepare  the  fcholars  for  the  ftudy  of  the  more  difficult  daffies,  and   thfi 


1  jtccessu!'  Presidents.  Jixihis. 

1746  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinson,  1747 

1748  Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  1757 

1758  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  1738 

1758  Rev.  Samuel  Davies,  1760 

1761  Re*'.  Samuel  Fmley,  D.  I>.  1766 

1767  Rey.  John  Witherspoon,  £>.  D.  1T94 
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higher  branches  of  fcience,  in  a  college  or  univerfity.  At  Newark,  an  academy  was 
founded  in  June  1792,  and  promifes  to  be  a  ufeful  inftitution.  Befides  thefe,  there  are 
grammar  fchools  at  Springfield,  Morriftown,  Bordenton  and  Amboy.  There  are  no 
regular  eftablifhments  for  common  fchools  in  the  ftate.  The  ufual  mode  of  education 
is,  for  the  inhabitants  of  a  village  or  neighbourhood  to  join  in  affording  a  temporary 
fupport  for  a  fchoolmafter,  upon  fuch  terms  as  are  mutually  agreeable.  But  the  en-' 
couragement  which  thefe  occasional  teachers  meet  with,  is  generally  fo  indifferent,  that 
hardly  any  perfon,  of  adequate  abilities,  will  undertake  the  bufinefs  ;  and,  ofcourfe, 
Jittle  advantage  is  derived  from  thefe  fchools.  It  is  therefore  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  the  legiflature  do  not  take  up  this  fubject,  and  adopt  fome  fuch  method  of  fup- 
porting  public  fehools,  as  has  been  praclifed  upon  with  vifible  good  fuccefs,  in  fome  of 
the  New-England  ftates. 

Chief  towns.]  There  are  a  number  of  towns  in  this  ftate,  nearly  of  equal  fize  and 
importance,  and  none  that  has  more  than  about  two  hundred  houfes  compactly  built. 
Trenton  is  one  of  the  largeft  towns  in  New-  Jerfey,  and  the  capital  of  the  ftate.  It  is 
fituated  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  river  Delaware,  oppofite  the  falls,  nearly  in  the 
Centre  of  the  ftate,  from  north  to  fouth,  in  lat.  40  15,  and  about  20  eaft  of  the 
meridian  of  Philadelphia.  The  river  is  not  navigable  above  thefe  falls,  except  for  boats 
which  will  carry  from  five  to  ("even  hundred  ^ufhels  of  wheat.  This  town,  with  Lam- 
berton,  which  joins  it  on  the  fouth,  contains  upwards  of  one  hundred  houfes,  and 
about  two  thoufmd  inhabitants.  Here  the  legiflature  meets,  the  fupreme  court  firs,  and 
moft  of  the  public  o.rices  are  kept.  The  inhabitants  have  lately  erected  a  handfome 
court- houfe  one  hundred  feet  by  fifty,  with  a  femi-hexagon  at  each  end,  over  which 
is  a  balhiftraie.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  pleafant  town,  are  feveral  gentlemen's 
feats,  finely  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  ornamented  with  tafte  and 
elegance.  This  town,  being  a  thoroughfare  between  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  ftate  and 
Philadelphia,  has  a  confiderable  inland  trade. 

Burlington  (city  J  extends  three  miles  along  the  Delaware,  and  one  mile  back,  at 
tight  angles,  into  the  county  of  Burlington,  and  is  twenty  miles  above  Philadelphia 
by  water,  and  feventeen  by  land.  The  ifland,  which  is  the  moft  populous  part  of  the 
city,  is  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  It  has 
four  entrances  over  bridges  and  caufeways,  and  aquantity  of  bank  meadow  adjoining. 
On  the  ifland  are  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  houfes,  one  thoufand  white  and  one 
hundred  black  inhabitants.  But  few  of  the  negroes  are  flaves.  The  main  ftreets  are 
conveniently  fpacious,  and  moftly  ornamented  with  trees  in  the  fronts  of  the  houfes, 
which  are  regularly  arranged.  The  Delaware,  oppofite  the  town,  is  about  a  mile  wide  , 
and,  under  fhelter  of  Mittinnicunk  and  Burlington  iflands,  affords  a  fife  and  conve- 
nient harbour.  It  is  cdmmodioufly  fituated  for  trade,  but  is  too  near  Philadelphia,  to 
admit  of  any  confiderable  increafe  of  foreign  commerce.  There  are  two  houfes  for 
public  worfhip  in  the  town,  one  for  the  friends  or  quakers,  who  are  the  moft  nume- 
rous and  one  for  epifcopalians.  The  other  public  buildings  are  two  market- houfes,  a 
court  houfe,  and  the  beft  jail  in  the  ftate.  Befides  there  is  an  academy,  already 
Xiientioned,  a  free  fchool,  a  nail-manufaclory,  and  an  excellent  diftillery. 

The  city  was  a  free  port  under  the  ftate  government.  The  mayor,  recorder,  and 
aldermen  hold  a  commercial  court,  when  the  matter  in  controverfy  is  between  fo- 
reigners and  foreigners,  or  between  foreigners  and  citizens.  The  ifland  of  Burlington 
was  laid  out,  and  the  firft  fettlements  made  as  early  as  1677.  I"  '682,  the  ifland  of 
Mittinnicunk,  or  Free  School  Ifland,  was  given  for  the  ufe  of  the  ifland  of  Burling- 
ton •,  the  yearly  profits  arifing  from  it  (which  amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds)  are  appropriated  for  the  education  of  poor  children. 

Perth  amboy  (city)  ftands  on  a  neck  of  land  included  between  Raritan  river  and 
Arthur-Kull  Sound.  Its  fituation  is  high  and  healthy.  It  lies  open  to  Sandy-Hook,  and 
Vol.  II.  $  Q 
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has  one  of  the  beft  harbours  on  the  continent.  VefTels  from  fek  may  enter  it  in  one 
tide  in  almoft  any  weather.  Great  efforts  have  been  made,  and  legiflative  encourage- 
ments offered,  to  render  it  a  place  of  trade,  but  without  fuccefs.  This  town  was 
rarlv  incorporated  with  city  privileges,  and  continued  to  fend  two  members  to  the 
genera]  affembly  until  the  revolution.  Until  this  event,  it  was  the  capital  of  Eaft  Jer- 
fey  ,  and  the  legiilature  and  fupreme  court  ufed   to  fit  here  and  at  Burlington  alter- 

nitcly  • 

Brunswick  (city)  was  incorporated  in  1784,  and  is  fituated  on  the  fouthweft  fide 
of  Raritan  river.  It  contains  about  two  hundred  houfes,  and  nearly  two  thoufand 
inhabitants,  nearly  one- half  of  whom  are  Dutch.  Its  fituation  is  low  and  unpleafant, 
beino-  on  the  bank  of  a  river,  and  undera  high  hill  which  rifes  back  of  the  town. 
At  thebreaking  up  of  the  ice  in  winter,  it  frequently  lodges  on  the  fha'low 
fording  place,  juftoppofite  the  town,  and  forms  a  temporary  dam,  which  occafions 
the  water  to  rife  many  feet  above  its  ufual  height,  and  fometimes  to  overflow  the 
lower  floors  o(  thofe  houfes  which  are  not  guarded  againft  this  inconvenience,  by 
having  their  foundation  elevated.  The  ftreets  are  raifed  and  paved  with  ftone.  The 
water  in  the  fprings  and  wells  is  generally  bad.  The  inhabitants  are  beginning  to  build 
on  the  hill  above  the  town,  which  is  very  pleafant,  and  commands  a  pretty  profpect. 
The  citizens  have  a  confiisrable  inland  trade,  and  feveral  fmall  veffels  belonging  to 
the  port. 

Princeton  is  a  pleafant  village  of  about  eighty  houfes,  fifty  two  miles  from  New- 
York  and  forty  two  miles  from  Philadelphia.  Its  public  buildings  area  large  college 
edifice  of  ftone,  already  defcribed,  and  a  presbyterian  church  built  of  brick.  Its  fitua- 
tion is  remarkably  healthy. 

Elizabeth  town  (borough)  is  fifceen  miles  from  New- York.  Its  fituation  is 
pleafant,  and  its  foil  equal  in  fertility  to  any  in  the  ftate.  In  the  compacl  part  of  the 
town,  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes.  The  public  buildings  are,  a  very 
handfome  presbyterian  brick  church,  lately  built*,  an  epifcopal  church,  alfo  of  brick, 
and  an  academy.  This  is  one  of  the  oldeft  towns  in  the  ftate.  It  wis  purchafed  of  the 
Indians  as  early  as  1664,  and  was  fettled  foon  after,  chiefly  by  emigrants  from  Long- 
Ifland. 

Newark  is  feyen  miles  from  New-York.  It  is  a  handfome,  flourifhing  town,  about 
the  fizeof  Elizabethtown  and  has  two  prefbyterian  churches,  one  of  which  is  of 
ftone,  and  is  the  largeft  and  moft  elegant  building  in  the  flatc.  The  other  is  unoccu- 
pied. Befides  thefe  there  is  an  epifcopal  church,  a  court-houfe,  and  jail.  This  town  is 
celebrated  for  the  excellence  of  its  cider,  and  is  the  feat  of  the  largeft  (hoe  manufac  - 
tory  in  the  ftate.  The  average  number  made  daily,  throughout  the  year,  is  eftimated 
at  about  two  hundred  pair. 

Military  strength.]  This  ftate  contains  four  divisions,  ten  brigades,  eighty 
battalions,  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  companies  of  infantry,  twenty-fix  of  light- 
infantry,  eleven  of  grenadiers,  twenty-one  troops  of  horfe,  and  fourteen  companies  of 
artillery.  The  aggregate  number  enrolled,  is  twenty  five  thoufind  feven  hundred  and 
eighty  three  •,  exempts,  three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety  four.  Total,  twenty- 
nine  thoufind  and  feventy-feven. 

Practice  of  physic]  There  is  a  "  Medical  Society,''  in  this  ftate,  confifting  of 
about  thirty  of  their  moft  refpeftable  phyficians,  who  meet  twice  a  year.  No  perfon 
is  admitted  to  the  practife  of  phyfic,  without  a  licence  from  the  fupreme  court, 
founded  on  a  certidcace  from  this  focie:y,  or  at  leaft  two  of  its  members,  teftifying 
his  (kill  and  abilities.      It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  county  of  Cape- May,  no  regular 

fEU^T  fhrmer  chuich  whkh  «*  very  elegir.t,  was  bur  at  ;a  17S0,  by    a  refugee,  who  was  a  native  ard  iahaliitaat 
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phyfician  has  ever  found  fupport.    Medicine  has  been  adminifterei  by  women,  ex- 
cept in  fome  extraordinary  cafes. 

Practice  of  law. J  No  perfon  is  admitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney,  in  any 
court,  without  a  licence  from  the  governor.  This  cannot  be  obtained,  unlefs  the  can- 
didate mall  be  above  twenty  one  years  of  age,  and  fhall  have  ferved  a  regular  clerk- 
ship with  fome  licenced  attorney  for  four  years,  and  have  taken  a  degree  in  fome  pub- 
lic college,  otherwife  he  muft  ferve  five  years.  He  muft  alto  fubmit  to  an  examina- 
tion by  three  of  the  moft  eminent  counfellors  in  the  ftate,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court.  After  three  years  practice  as  an  attorney,  he  becomes 
a  candidate  for  acounfellor's  licence,  which  is  granted  on  a  like  examination. 

Constitution.]  1  he  government  of  this  ftate,  agreeably  to  the  conftitution,  is 
veiled  in  a  governor,  legifluive  council,  and  general  affembly.  The  governor  is  cho- 
fen  annually,  by  the  council  and  affembly  jointly,  and  is  ftile.1,  "  Governor  and  com- 
mander in  chief  in  and  over  the  ftate  of  New.  Jerfey,  and  the  territories  thereunto 
belonging,  chancellor  and  ordinary  in  the  fame."  The  legiflative  council  is  compofsd 
of  one  member  from  each  county,  chofen  annually  by  the  people.  They  muft  be 
worth  one  thoufand  pounds  in  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  within  the  county,  and  have 
been  freeholders,  and  inhabitants,  of  the  counties  they  reprefent,  for  one  year.  The 
general  aflembly  is  compofed  of  three  members  from  each  county,  chofen  as  above  \ 
each  of  them  muft  be  worth  five  hundred  pounds,  of  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  with- 
in the  country,  and  have  been  freeholders  and  inhabitants  as  above.  Each  of  thefe,  on 
taking  his  feat  in  the  legislature,  muft  fwear,  "  that  he  will  not  affent  to  any  law, 
.vote,  or  proceeding,  which  fhall  appear  to  him  injurious  to  the  public  welfare  of  the 
ftate,  or  that  fhall  annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  conftitution  which  eltablifhes  an- 
nual elections,  nor  that  pari  refpecting  trial  by  jury,  nor  that  part  which  fecures  li- 
berty of  confcience." 

The  governor  fits  in,  and  prefldes  over  the  legiflative  council ;  and  has  a  cafting 
vote  in  their  debates.  His  privy,  or  executive  council,  is  compofed  of  any  three  mem- 
bers of  the  legiflative  council;  and  the  governor,  and  any  fevsn  members  of  the 
council,  are  a  court  of  appeals  in  the  laft  refort,  as  to  points  of  law  in  civil  cafes,  and 
poftefs  a  power  of  pardoning  criminals  in  all  cafes  whatsoever.  The  council  choofe  one 
of  their  members  to  be  vice  prefident,  who,  when  the  governor  is  abfent  from  the 
ftate,  poffeffes  the  fupreme  executive  power.  The  council  may  originate  any  bills,  ex- 
cept preparing  and  altering  any  money-bill,  which  is  the  fole  prerogative  of  the  af- 
fembly. In  every  other  refpect  their  powers  are  equal.  Every  bill  is  read  three  times 
in  each  houfe.  None  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  or  other  courts,  fheriffs,  or 
any  perfon  poffeffed  of  any  poft  of  profit  under  the  governor,  except  juftices  of  the; 
peace,  is  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the  affembly.  The  eftate  of  a  filicide  is  not  forfeited  for 
his  offence. 

Courts  of  justice,  laws,  &c]  The  courts  of  juftice  in  this  ftate  are,  firft,  juftice's 
courts.  A  competent  number  of  perfons  are  appointed  in  each  county  by  the  council 
and  affembly,  in  joint  meeting,  who  are  called  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  continue  in 
offi  :e  five  years,  who,  befides  being  confervators  of  the  peace,  agreeably  to  the  Eng- 
liih  laws,  are  authorized  to  hold  courts  for  the  trial  of  caufes  under  twelve  pounds. 
From  this  court,  perfons  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  quarter fefilons.  Secondly,  courts 
of  quarter  feflions  of  the  peace,  are  held  quarterly  in  every  county,  by  at  leaft  three  of 
the  juftices.  Thefe  courts  take  cognizance  of  breaches  of  the  pease,  and  are  generally- 
regulated  by  the  rules  oftheEnglifh  law. 

Thirdly,  courts  of  common  pleas,  which  are  held  quarterly,  by  judges  appointed 
for  thatpurpofe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  who  are  com- 
monly or  their  number,  and  hold  their  commiffions  five  years.  This  court  may  be  held 
by  a  fingle  judge,  and  has  cognizance  of  demands  to  any  amount,  arid  is  constructed 
W,  and  governed  by,  the  principles  of  the  English  laws. 
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Fourthly,  fup/eme  courts,  which  are  held  four  times  in  a  year,  at  Trenton,  by  three 
iudges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  hold  their  offices  three  years  •,  but  one  judge 
only  is  necelTary  to  the  holding  of  this  court.  This  court  has  cognizance  of  all  adhons, 
both  civil  and  criminal,  throughout  the  ftate,  having  the  united  authority  of  the  courts 
of  king's-bcnch,  common  pleas,  and  exchequer,  in  England.  The  courts  of  oyer  and 
terminer,  and  nifi  prius,  commonly  held  once  a1  year  in  each  connty,  for  the  trial  of 
caufes  arifing  in  the  county, -ana  brought  to  iffue  in  the  fupreme  court,  are  properly 
branches  of  this  court,  and  are  held  by  one  of  the  judges  of  it,  except  that  in  the  courts 
cf  oyer  and  terminer,  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  are  always  added  in  the 
commiffion  as  affiftants  to  the  judge  ;  but  they  cannot  hold  the  court  without  him. 

Fifthly,  orphan's  courts,  lately  eftablifhed  by  acl  of  affembly,  are  held  by  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  ex  efficiis,  and  have  cognizance  of  all  matters  relating 
to  wills,  adminiftration,  &c. 

Sixthly,  court  of  chancery,  held  by  the  governor  ex  officio.,  always  open.  It  is  a  court 
of  law  and  equity,  founded  on  the  fame  principles,  and  governed  by  the  fame  rules,' 
as  the  court  of  chancery  in  England. 

Seventhly,  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  compofed  of  the  governor,  and  kven 
of  the  council,  and  is  a  court  of  appeals  in  the  lift  refort,  in  all  cafes  of  law. 

Al!  the  Engliih  laws  which  had  been  practifed  upon  in  the  ftate,  and  which  are  not 
repugnant  to  revolutionary  principles,  were  adopted  by  the  conftitution,  and  very  feyt 
alterations  of  confequence  have  fince  been  mule,  except  in  the  defcent  of  the  real  ef- 
tates,  which,  inftead  of  defcending  to  the  eldeft  fen  agreeably  to  the  old  feudal  fyftem, 
as  formerly,  are  now  divided  (where  there  is  no  will)  twc.  -hares  to  each  fon,  anJ  one 
fhare  to  each  daughter ;  i.  e  the  fons  hav=  i  Jiib'e  the  daughters'  portions  ;  but  all  the 
fons  have  equal  portions  and  all  the  daughters. 

History.]  The  firft  fertlers  of  .-.e  J  rfey,  were  a  number  of  Dutch  emigrants,- 
who  come  over  between  the  years  1614,  and  ib^o,  and  fettled  in  trie  county  of  Ber- 
gen. Next  after  thefe,  in  1627,  came  over  ac  '  by  of  Swedes  and  Finns,  and  fettled 
on  the  river  Delaware.  They  afterwards  purchifed  of  the  Indians,  the  land  on 
both  fides  of  New-Swedeland  ftream,  (now  called  Delaware  river)  from  Cape 
Henlopen  to  the  falls  ;  and,  by  prefents  to  the  Indian  chiefs,  obtained  peaceable  pof- 
feflion  of  it.  The  Dutch  and  Swedes,  though  not  in  harmony  with  each  other,  kepfr 
poffeftion  of  the  country  many  years.  In  1683,  the  Dutch  had  a  houfe  devoted  to 
religious  worfhip  at  JNew  Caftle;  the  Swedes,  at  the  fame  time,  had  three,  one 
on  the  iTknd  of  Tenecum,  one  at  Chriftiana,  and  one  at  Wicoco.  The  defcen- 
dants  of  thefe  firft  fettlers  are  now  in  Gloucefter  county  in  this  ftate,  and  in.  Philadel- 
phia. 

In  March,  1634,  Charles  II.  granted  all  the  territory,  called  by  the  Dutch  New  Ne- 
therlands, to  his  brother  the  duke  of  York,  and  in  June,  1654,  the  duke  granted  that" 
part  now  called  New-Jerfey,  to  lord  Berkley,  of  Stratton,  and  fir  George  Carteret, 
jointly;  who,  in  i  665,  agreed  upon  certain  conceffions  with  the  people  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  province,  and  appointed  Philip  Carteret,  efq.  their  governor.  He 
purchafed  confiderable  traces  of  land  from  the  Indians,. for  fmall  connderations,  and 
the  fettlements  increafed. 

The  Dutch  reduced  the  country  in  1672  or  1673  ;  but  it  was  reftored  by  the  peace 
of  Weftminfter,  February  9th,  1 674. 

In  confequence  of  the  conqueft  made  by  the  Dutch,  and  to  obviate  any  objections 
that  might  be  made  on  account  of  it  againft  the  former  grant,  a  new -patent  was  iiiued, 
in  1674,  to  the  duke  of  York,  for  the  fame  country.  He  appointed  Andros  his  lieu- 
tenant who  entered  on  his  charge  the  November  following.  In  July  of  this  year, 
New-Jerfey  was  divided,  and  Weft-Jerfey  was  granted,  by  the  duke  of  York,  to  the 
affigns  of  lord  Berkley  ;  and  Eaft  Jerfey  to  fir  G.  Carteret.     The  diyifion-line  was  to 
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run  (torn  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  Little  Egg- Harbour,  on  Rarnegate  Creek,  being 
about  the  middle  between  Cape- May  and  Sandy-Hook,  to  a  creek,  a  little  below  An- 
COC113  Creek,  on  Delaware  river,  thence  about  thirty- five  miles,  ftraight  courfe,  along 
Delaware  river  up  to  41  °  40'  north  latitude.  This  line  has  never  been  fettled,  but 
has  ever  fince  continued  to  be  afubject  of  contention."  Catteret,  who  had  been  ex- 
pelled, with  outrage,  in  1672,  once  more  returned  to  Eaft-Jerfey,  early  in  1675,  and 
was  now  kindly  received  by  the  inhabitants  becaufe  they  had  felt  the  rigours  of  con- 
queft,  which  had  not  been  foftened  by  Andros. 

In  1675,  Weft-Jerfey, which  had  been  granted  to  lord  Berkley,  was  fold  to  John 
Fenwick,  in  truft  for  Edward  Bylinge.  Fenwick  came  over  with  a  colony,  and  fettled 
at  Salem.  Thefe  were  the  firft  Englifh  fettlers  in  Weft-Jerfey.  In  1676,  the  interefts  of 
Bylinge  in  Weft  Jeriey  was  affigned  to  William  Penn, Gavin  Laurie,  and  Nicholas  Lu- 
cas, as  tfuftees,  for  theufe  of  bis  creditors.  Mutual  quit  claims  were  executed  between 
fir  George  Carteret  and  the  truftees  of  Bylinge.  This  partition  was  confirmed  ia 
3719,  by  an  aft  of  the  general  affembly  of  the  Jerfey  s. 

In  1678,  the  duke  ef  York  made  a  new  grant  of  Weft-Jerfey  to  the  affigns  of  lord 
Berkley. 

Agreeably  to  fir  George  Carteret's  will,  dated  December  5,  1678,  Eaft-Jerfey  was 
fold,  in  1682,  to  twelve  proprietors,  who,  by  twelve  feparate  deeds,  conveyed  one-half 
cf  their  interefts  to  twelve  other  perfons,  feparately,  in  fee  fimple.  This  grant  was  con- 
firmed fo  thefe  twenty-four  proprietorsv  by  the  duke  of  York,-  the  fame  year.  Thefe 
twenty- four  fturea,  by  fales  of  fmall  paits  of  them,  and  by  thefe  fmall  parts  being 
again  divided  among  children  of  fuceeffive  families,  became  atlaft  fubdivided  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  that  fomeef  the  proprietors  had  only  one  40th  part  of  a  48th  part  of  a 
24th  (hare.  Weft  Jerfey  was  in  the  fame  condition.  This  created  much  con- 
fufion  in  the  management  of  the  general  proprietors,  particularly  in  regard  to  ap- 
pointing governors.  Thefe  inconveniences,  aided  by  other  caufes  of  complaint,  which 
had  been  increaling  for  feveral  years,  and  were  f  aft  advancing  to  a  dangerous  crifis, 
difpofed  the  proprietors  to  furrender  the  government  to  the  crown  ;  which  was  accor- 
dingly done,  and  accepted  by  quetn  Anne,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1702.  Till  this  time, 
the  government  of  New-Jerfey  was  proprietory  :  it  now  became  royal,  and  fo  conti- 
nued fill  the  memorable  fourth  of  July,  1776. 

This  ftate  was  the  feat  of  war  for  feVeral  years,  during  the  bloody  contefts  between 
Britain  itnd  America;  Her  loffes,  both  of  men  and  property,  in  proportion  to  her  po- 
pulation and  wealth,  were  greater  than  thofe  of  any  other  of  the  thirteen  ftates. 
When  general  Washington  was  retreating  through  the  Jerfies,  almoft  forfaken  by  all 
ethers,  her  militia  were  at  all  times  obedient  to  his  orders  •,  and  for  a  eonfiderable 
length  of  time,  compbfed  the'  ftrength  of  his  army.  There  is  hardly  a  town  in  the 
ftate  that  lay  in  the  pfogrefs  of  the  Britifh  army,  which  was  not  rendered  fignal  by 
fome  enterprife  or  exploit.  At  Trenton  the  enemy  received  a  check  which  may  be 
faidj  with  juftice,  to  have  turned  the  tide  of  the  war.  At  Princeton,  the  feat  of  the 
mufes,  they  received  another,  which,  united,  obliged  them  to  retire  withprecipation, 
and  to  take  refuge  in  difgraceful  winter  quarters.  The  many  military  atchievements, 
performed  by  the  Jerfey  foldiers,  give  this  ftate  one  of  the  firft  ranks  among  her  fit- 
ters in  a  military  view,  and  entitle  her  to  a  fhare  of  praife  that  beats  no  proportion 
to  her  fize,  in  the  accom«!ifhrnent  of  the  late  glorious  revolution. 

Y©1.  II,  jR 
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Situation  and  Extent, 


Length  288T  between 
Breadth  156  J 


[  o°  20"  E.  and  50  W.  longitud; 
.|_39  °  43"  and  4.2  °  N.  latitude. 


Sc[.  Miles, 
44.9°? 


Boundaries. ]"OOUNDED,  eaft,  by  Delaware  river,  which  divides  it  from  New- 
j[3  Jerfev  ;  north,  by  New- York,  and  Lake  Erie  ;  northweft,  by  a 
part  of  faid  lake  ;  v/eft,  by  the  We  (tern  Territory,  and  apart  of  Virginia  •,  fouth>  by 
a  part  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware. 

The  north weftern  corner,  containing  about  t\vo  hundred  thoufind  acres,  was  late- 
ly purchafed  of  congrefs  by  this  ftate.  Its  triangular  projection  breaks  the  rectangu- 
lar form  of  the  date. 

Civil  divisions.]  Pennfylvania  is  divided  into  twenty-two  counties  ;  which,  with 
their  county  towns,  fituation,  mines,  &c.   are  mentioned   in  the  following  table. 


Counties. 

No.lnliab 

Chief  Towns 

Situations. 

Si «.'«.'. 

--* 

Mines  Csfc. 

Philadelphia 

5439' 

]  Philadelphia 

On  Delaware  river 

All 

' 

Chefter 

27937 

Weft  Chefter 

On  Delaware  river 

AI' 

Iron  ore. 

Delaware 

9483 

Chefter 

On  Delaware  river 

ai; 

Bucks 

2,5401 

Newtown 

On  Delawaie    river 

All 

Iron  ore  and  lead 

Montgomery 

229:9 

Von i down 

On  Schuylkill  river 

Ai 

Iron  ore. 

Lancafler 

36>47 

Lancafler 

On  Sufquehannah  river 

A! 

Iron  ore  &  copper. 

Dauphin 

'8177 

Harnfb'trg 

On  Snlqitehannah  river 

3-4 

[ron  ore. 

Berks 

30179 

Reading 

On  Schuylkill  river 

3-4 

(r.ore.coalmi.&C. 

Northampton 

24250 

Eafton 

On  Delaware    river 

3-4 

Iron  ore. 

Luzerne 

4904 

Wilkfburg 

On  Sufquehannah  river 

3-4 

lr.ore,coalmi.&c 

York 

37747  . 

York 

On  Sufquehannah  river 

3-4 

[ron  ere.               •, 

Cumberland 

18243 

Carlifie 

On  Sufquehannah  river 

3  4 

Ir.  ore,  lead  mine. 

Northumberland 

17161 

Sunbury 

On  W.  branch  Sufqueh. 

*1-1C 

Ir.ore,  faltfpring. 

Franklin                 1 

1 .565,5 

Chamberfourg 

On  Sufquehannah  river 

3  4 

Iron  ore. 

Bedford 

13124 

Bedford 

On  Juiaiata  river 

1-2 

[ron  mines,  &c. 

Huntingdon 

7<56.5 

Huntingdon 

On  Juniata  rircr 

1-4 

Coal  &lead  mines 

Mifflin 

7562 

Lewifburg 

On  Juniata  river 

1-4 

iron  ore. 

We  ft  morel  and 

j6o,{J 

Greenfburg 

On  Allegany  river 

i-4 

Coal  mines. 

Fayetto 

'332,5 

Union 

On  Monongahela  river 

1-2 

Coal  &fronmines. 

Wafhington 

26S66 

Wafhington 

S.  \V.  corner  of  the  ftate 

'-4 

Coal  &  iron  mines 

Allegany 

10309 

^ittfhurg            f 

Jn  Allegany  river 

»-i 

Coal  &.  iron  mine? 

Total 

434373 

Rivers,  canals,  &c]  There  are  fix  considerable  rivers,  which,  with  their  numer- 
ous branches,  peninfulate  the  whole  ftate.,  viz.  the  Delaware,SchuylkilI,  Sufquehannah, 
YoMghiogeny,  Monongahela,  and  Allegany.  The  bay  and  river  Delaware  are  naviga- 
ble from  the  fea  up  to  the  Great,  or  Lower  Falls,  at  Trenton,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  miles  ,  and  are  accommodated  with  a  light-houfe,  on  Cape  Henlopen,  and  with 

.  \  A  Y?T  llr?e  l>r°ponion  of  the  vacant  lands  in  the  state  are  in  this  county  (Northumberland!  to  the  amount  of  about 
F-ight  millions  of  acres.  J 
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•buoys  and  piers  for  the  accomodation  and  fifety  of  (hips.  The  diftance  of  Phila- 
delphia from  the  fea,  is  about  fixty  miles  acrofs  the  land,  inaS.  \V.  courfe  to  the 
New-Jerfey  coaft,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  by  the  fliip  channel  of  the  De- 
laware. So  far  it  is  navigable  for  a  fcventy  four  gun  fhip.  Sloops  go  thirty  five  miles 
farther,  to  Trenton  falls.  The  river  is  navigable  for  boats  that  carry  eight  or  nine 
tons,  an  hundred  miles  further,  and  for  Indian  canoes,  except  fe vera!  fmal I  falls  or 
portages,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  At  Eafton,  it  receives  the  Lehigh  from  the 
weft,  which  is  navigable  thirty  miles.  The  tide  fets  up  as  high  as  Trenton  falls,  and 
at  Philadelphia  rifes  generally  about  five  or  fix  feet.  A  northeaft  and  eaft  wind  raife 
it  higher. 

Between  Cape  Henlopen  and  Cape  May,  is  the  entrance  into  Delaware  bay.  The 
entrance  into  the  river  is  twenty  miles  further  up,  at  Bombay  Hook,  where  the  river 
is  four  or  five  miles  wide.  From  Bombay  Hook  to  Reedy  iflandis  twenty  miles.  This 
ifland  is  the  rendezvous  of  outward-bound  fhips  in  autumn  and  fpring,  waiting;  for  a 
favourable  wind.  The  courfe  from  this  to  the  fea  is  S.  S.  E.  fo  that  a  N.  WTwind, 
which  is  the  prevailing  one  in  thefe  feafons,  is  fair  for  veffels  to  put  to  fea.  This  river 
is  generally  frozen  one  or  two  months  in  the  year  at  Philadelphia,  fo  as  to  prevent 
navigation;  but  veffels  may,  at  all  times,  make  a  fecure  harbour  at  Port  Penn,  at 
Reedy  Ifland,  where  piers  have  been  erected  by  the  ftate.  Veffels  are  generally 
from  twelve  to  twenty  four  hours  in  afcending  this  beautiful  river  to  Philadelphia  ; 
;the  navigation  is  fafe,  and,  in  the  milder  feafons,  exceedingly  pleafant. 

From  Chefter  to  Philadelphia,  twenty  miles  by  water,  and  fifteen  by  land,  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river  is  narrowed  by  iflands  of  marih,  which  are  generally  banked  and  tur- 
ned into  very  valuable-meadows. 

Billingfport,  twelve  miles  below  Philadelphia,  on  the  Jerfey  more,  was  fortified  in 
.the  late  war  for  the  defence  of  the  channel.  Oppofite  this  fort,  feveral  large  framesof 
timber,  headed  with  iron  fpikes,  called  chevaux-de-frizes,  were  funk,  to  prevent  the 
Britifh  fhips  from  pafling.  Since  the  peace,  a  curious  machine  has  been  employed 
fo  raife  them. 

The  Schuylkill  rifes  north  weft  of  the  Kittatinny  mountains,  through  which  it 
pafies  into  a  fertile  country,  and  runs,  from  its  fource,  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles,  in  a  fouth-eaft  direction,  and  pafling  through  the  limits  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  falls  into  the  Delaware,  oppofite  Mud  Ifland,  fix  or  kven  miles 
below  the  city.  It  will  be  navigable  from  above  Reading,  eighty  five  or  ninety  miles 
to  its  mouth,  when  the  canal,  begun  at  Norriftown,  is  completed.  This  will  pafs  by 'the 
falls,  and  alfo  form  a  communication  with  the  Delaware,  above  the  city.  There  are 
four  floating  bridges  acrofs  the  Schuylkill,  made  of  logs,  fattened  together,  and  lying 
upon  the  water,  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia. 

The  north- eaft  branch  of  Sufquehannah  river  rifes  in  lakes  Otfego,  and  Otego,  in 
the  ftate  of  New  York,  and  runs  in  fuch  a  winding  courfe,  as  to  crofe  the  boundary 
line  between  New  York  and  Pennfylvania  three  times.  It  receives  Tyoga  river,  one 
of  its  principal  branches,  in  lat.  41  9  S7>  three  miles  fouth  of  the  boundary  line. 
The  Sufquehannah  branch  is  navigable  for  batteaux  to  its  fource,  whence,to  Mohawk 
river  is  but  twenty  miles.  The  Tyoga  branch  is  navigable  fifty  miles,  for  batteaux ; 
and  its  fource  is  but  a  few  miles  from  the  Cheneflee,  which  empties  into  lake  Ontario. 
From  Tyoga  point,  the  river  proceeds  fouth-eaft  to  Wyoming,  without  any  obftruc- 
tion  by  falls,  and  then  fouth  eaft,  over  Wyoming  falls,  till  at  Sunbury,  in  about  lati- 
tude 41  °  ,  it  meets  the  weft  branch  of  Sufquehannah,  which  is  navigable  ninety  miles 
/rom  its  mouth  :  fome  of  the  branches  of  it  are  navigable  fifty  miles,  and  ap- 
proach very  near  fome  of  the  boatable  branches  of  the  Allegany  river.  This  noble 
,river  is  paflable  to  Middletown,  (below  Harris's  ferry)  with  boats,  carrying  feveral 
hundred  bufhels.  and  with  rafts  of  boards,  &c.  from  the  ftate  of  New  York,  as  well 
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as  down  the  Tyoga,  and  Juniata  branches,  feveral  hundred  miles  in  their  different' 
windings  ;  but  it  is  attended  with  difficulty  and  danger  from  the  numerous  falls  below 
Middlelown.  About  fifteen  miles  above  Harrisburg,  it  receives  the  Juniata,  from  the 
northweft,  proceeding  from  the  Allegany  mountains,  and  flowing  through  a  moun- 
tainous, broken,  yet  fertile  country.  The  river  is  navigable,  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty miles  from  its  mouth. 

The  Swetara,  which  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah  from  the  north  eaft,  is  navigable' 
fifteen  miles.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  this  river,  and  a  mile  from  Mid*- 
dletown,  is  a  grift  mill,  which  merits  particular  notice.  It  is  a  very  large  and  hand- 
fome  ftone  building,  has  four  pair  offlones,  and  is  perhaps,  in  every  refpect,One  of  the 
moft  complete  in  the  ftate.  But  the  moft  remarkable  chxumftance  relative  to  it,  is  the 
race,  which  is  a  canal  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  wide,  and'  carried  with  fuch  a  degree 
ofboldnefs,  to  a  length  of  four  hundred  and  feventy-fix  rods  or  perches,  through 
rocks  and  hills,  and  ev;ry  obftacle  in  its  courfe,  as  cannot  fail  to  excite  a  very  high 
idea  of  the  enterpriftng  and  preferving  induftry  of  Mr.  George  Frey,  the  undertaker 
and  owner. 

From  Swetara  to  the  Tulpehoden  branch  of  Schuylkill,  a  C2rial  and  lock  naviga- 
tion is  undertaken,  and  the  works  commenced,  by  an  incorporated  company,  whole 
capital  is  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  This  leads  through  the  Schuylkill  to  Phiiai 
delphia.  When  this  fhall  be  effected,  a  paffcge  will  be  opened  to  this  city  from 
the  Juniata,  the  Tyoga,  and  the  eaft  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufquehannah,  which 
water  at  leaft  fifteen  millions  of  acres.  From  this  junction,  the  gen  ral  courfe  of  the' 
Sufquehannah  is  about  foutheaft,  until  it  falls  into  the  head  of  the  Chefap-ak  bay  at 
Havre-de- Grace.  It  is  above  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  is  navigable  for  fea-veffeis/ 
but  about  five  miles,  on  account  of  its  rapids.  The  banks  of  this  river  are  very  ro- 
mantic, particularly  where  it  pafles  through  the  mountains.  This  paffage  has  every 
appearance  of  having  been  forced  through  by  the  prefflire  of  the-  water,  or  burft  open' 
by  fome  convulfion  of  nature. 

The  fevcral  branches  of  the  Youghiogeny  river  rife  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Alle- 
gany mountains.  After  running  a  fhort  diftance,  they  unite  and  form  a  large,  beauti- 
ful river,  which,  in  paffing  fome  of  the  moft  weftern  ridges  of  the  mountains',  pr6- 
cipitates  itfelfover  a  level  ledgeof  rocks,  lying  nearly  at  right"  angles  of  the  courfe 
of  the  river.  Thefe  falls,  called  the  Ohiopyle  falls,  are  about  twectV  feet  in  perpen- 
dicular height,  and  the  river  is  perhaps  eighty  yards  wide.  For  a  cbnfiderable  diftance 
below  the  falls,  the  water  is  very  rapid,  and  boils  and  foams  vehemently,  occasioning; 
a  continual  mift  to  rife  from  it,  even  at  noon  day,  and  in  fair  weather.  The  river  at 
this  place  runs  to  the  foufhweft,  but  prefently  winds  round  to  the  northweft,  and  con- 
tinuing this  courfe  for  thirty  or  forty  miles,  it  lofes  its  name  by  uniting  with  the  Mo- 
nongahelas  which  comes  from  the  fouthward,  and  contain?,  perhaps  twice  as  much 
water.  Thefe  united  ftreams,  fhortly  after  their  junction,  mingle  with  the  waters  cf 
the  Ailegany  at  Pittsburgh,  and  together  form  the  grand  river,  Ohio. 

There  is  (aid  to  be  a  practicable  communication  between  the  fouthem  branch  o/the 
Tyoga  and  a  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the  head  waters  of  which,  are  but  a  fhort  dis- 
tance from  each  other.  The  Seneca  Indians  fay  they  can  walk  four  times  in  a  day, 
|rom  the  boatable  waters  of  the  Allegany,  to  thofe  of  the  Tyoga,  at  a  place  now 
Mentioned.  And  betweenthe  Sufquehannah,  juft  before  it  crofl'es  into  Pennsylvania 
the  firft  time,  and  the  Delaware,  is  a  portage  of  only  twelve  miles.  Rafts  of  timber, 
plank,  boards  and  ftaves,  with  other  articles  upon  them,  Can  be  brought,  down  the 
Delaware  from  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Ctfego  in  New  York,  two  hundred 
miles  above  the  city,  by  the  courfe  of  the  river.  Some  money  was  expended  by  the 
government  and  landholders  in  improving  the  navigation  up  toward*  the  fourcc, 
Btfcre  the  tevolatioo,  aad-  there  has  been  a  furvey  Ance  made^.  for  the  porpofe  of 
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proceeding  in  the  improvement  of  this  and  other  principal  rivers  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  for  making  communications  bv  canals  in  the  improved  part,  and  by  roads  in  the 
unimproved  part  of  the  ftate.  Great  progiefs  has  already  been  made  in  thefe  improve- 
ments, and  the  exertions  for  their  completion  are  ftiil  continued.  On  the  completion 
of  the  prefent  plans,  the  ftate  will  be  as  conveniently  interfered. by  roads  as  any  other 
of  its  fize  in  the  union,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  fettlement  of  its  new 
lands.  .  A  flight  view  of  the  map  of  Pennfylvania  will  {how  how  well  this  ftate  is 
watered  by  the  Delaware  and  its  branches,  the  Schuylkill,  the  Juniata,  the  Suf- 
quehannah, and  its  branches  ;  the  Ohio,  Allegany,  Youghiogeny,  and  Mononea- 
hela.  The  Potomack  and  Lake  Erie  alfo  afford  profpects  of  confiderable  benefit  from 
their  navigation.  The  ftate  has  refolved  to  found  a  town  at  Prefqu'  Ifle  ;  the  execution 
is  delayed  only  by  the  prefent  difpute  with  the  Indians  in  that  quarter.  Nature  has 
done  fo  much  for  Pennfylvania  in  regard  to  inland  water-carriage,  that  although 
Philadelphia  and  Lake  Erie  are  diftant  from  each  other  above  three  hundred  miles, 
the  rivers  may  Be  fo  improved,  as  to  reduce  the  land-carriage  between  them  nine- 
tenths  ;  and,  in  the  fame  way,  the  navigation  to  Pittfburg,  after  due  improvement, 
may  be  ufed  infteid  ofthe  land-carriage  for  the  wholediftsnce,except  twenty-three  miles. 
By  thefe  routes  a  large  proportion  of  the  foreign  articles,  ufed  on  the  weftern  waters, 
will  be  tranfported,  and  their  furs,  /kins,  ginfeng,  hemp,  flax,  por-a(h,  and  other  va- 
luable commodities  brought  to  Philadelphia.  The  hemp  and  oak- timber,  for  the  Ruf- 
fian navy,  is  tranfported  by  inland  navigation,  twelve  hundred  miles;  and  yet  hemp 
is  fhipped  from  that  kingdom  on  lower  terms  than  from  any  other  part  of  the 
known  world.  Ruftia,  long  fince  the  fettlement  of  Pennfylvania,  was  in  a  ftate  of  bar- 
barifm.  Much,  therefore,  is  to  be  expected  from  the  continued  exertions  ofthe  pru- 
dent, induftrious,  and  fenfible  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the  courfe  ofthe  pre- 
fent century,  i 

One  remark  muft  not  be  omitted  here,  that  in  all  the  back  country -waters  of  this 
ft  ite,  even  in  thofe  high  up  in  the  monntai.is,  marine  petrefuctions  are  found  in  great 
abundance. 

.  Swamps. 3  The  only  fwamps  worth  notice,  are  the  Great  Swamp,  between  North- 
ampton and  Luzerne  counties,  and  Buffaloe  Swamp,  in  the  northweftern  parts  of 
Northumberland  county,  near  the  head  waters  of  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah, Thefe  fwamps,  on  examination  and  furvey,  are  found  to  be  bodies  of  farm- 
land, thickly  covered  with  beach  and  fugar  maple. 

Mountains,  face  of  the  country,  }  A  confiderable  proportion  of  this  ftate 
soil  and  natural  PRODUCTS.  3  mav  be  called  mountainous  ;  particularly 
the  counties  of  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Cumberland,  part  of  Franklin,  Dauphin,  and 
part  of  Bucks  and  Northampton,  through  which  pafs,  under  various  names,  the  nu- 
merous ridges  and  fpurs,  wiich  collectively  form  what  we  choofe  to  call,  for  the 
fake  of  clearnefs,  the  great  range  of  Allegany  Mountains.  The  principal  ridges  in  this 
range,  in  Pennfylvania,  are  the  Kittatinny,  or  Blue-mountains,  which  pafs  north  of 
Nazareth  in  Northampton  county,  and  purfue  a  fouthweft  courfe,  acrofs  the  Lehigh, 
through  Dauphin  county,  juft  above  Harrifburg,  thence  on  the  weft  fide  ofthe  Suf- 
quehannah  through  Cumberland  and  Franklin  counties.  Back  of  thefe,  and  nearly- 
parallel  with  them,  are  Peters,  Tufcarora,  and  Nefcopek  mountains,  on  the  eaft  of 
the  Sufquehannah  ;  and  on  the  weft,  Shareman's  hills,  Sideling  hills,  Ragged,  Great 
Warriors,  Evits  and  Wilis'  mountains  ;  then  the  greatAllegany  ridge,  which  being 
the  largeft,  gives  its  name  to  the  whole  range  ,  weft  or"  this  are  the  Chefnut  ridges. 
Between  the  Juniata  and  the  weft  branch  ofthe  Sufquehannah,  are  Jacks,  Tullys,  Nit- 
tiny  and  Bald- Eagle  mountains.  The  vales  between  thefe  mountains  are  generally  of 
a.rich,  black  foil,  fuited  to  the  various  kinds  of  grain  and  grafs.  Some  ofthe  moun- 
tains will  admit  of  cultivation  almoft  to  their  tops.  The  other  parts  of  the  ftate  are 
generally  level,  or  agreeably  variegated  with  hills  and  vallies. 
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The  foil  of  Pennfylvania  is  of  various  kinds  ;  in  fome  parts  it  is  barren  ;  a  great 
proportion  of  the  date  is  good  land,  and  no  inconfiderable  part  is  excellent.  Per- 
haps the  proportion  of  firft-rate  land  is  not  greater  in  any  of  the  thirteen  ftates.  The 
richeft  part  ofrhe  ftate,  fettled,  is  Lancafter  county,  and  the  valley  through  Cum- 
berland, York,  and  Franklin.  The  richeft,  unfettled,  is  between  Allegany  river  and 
Lake  Erie,  in  thenorthweft  corner  of  the  ftate,  and  in  the  country  on  the  heads  of 
the  eaftern  branches  of  the  Allegany. 

In  general,  the  foil  is  more  fit  for  grain  than  for  grafs.  The  turf  of  unimproved 
grounds  is  not  equal  to  that  in  the  northern  ftates.  But  the  borders  of  dreams 
and  rivulets  are  good  meadow  grounds.  Thefe  abound  throughout  the  ftate.  They 
have  alfo  a  great  number  of  falls,  fuitable  for  every  kind  of  mill  works,  and  labour- 
fa  ving  machines  :  a  great  advantage  to  a  country  with  plenty  of  raw  materials  for 
manufactures,  but  under  a  comparative  fcarcity  of  hands. 

Pennfylvania  includes  the  greater  part  of  the  k.nds  of  trees,  Shrubs,  and  plants, 
that  grow  within  the  united  ftates,  as  it  has  a  central  fituation  and  considerable  ex- 
tent, with  hills  and  vallies.  Oaks,  of  feveral  fpecies,  form  the  balk  of  the  woods. 
Hickory  and  walnut  make  a  greater  proportion  than  in  the  northern  ftates.  SaSTa- 
fras,  mulberry  and  tulip  trees  *,  are  frequent  and  grow  to  perfection.  The  magnolia 
glauca  occurs  in  low  grounds  •,  and  the  acuminata  grows  very  tall  about  the  weftern 
mountains.  Grapes  of  feveral  forts  are  common  :  the  late,  when  mellowed  by  froft, 
make,  with  the  addition  of  fugar,  good  wine.  The  white  pine  (pinus  strobus)  and 
white  cedar  (cedrus  thyoides)  grow  well  in  fome  parts.  Red  cedars,  of  tolerable  SUe, 
are  not  rare  on  high  grounds.  Elms,  and  litids  are  not  here  fo  ftately  as  further  north. 
The  fugar  maple  is  plenty  in  the  weft  and  northern  parts  of  tli£  ftate,  and  yields  a 
considerable  fupply  of  fugar  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants. 

Iron  ore  is  distributed  in  considerable  quantity  through  the  ftate  :  copper,  lead, and 
allum,  appear  in  fome  places.  Lime-ftjne  quarries  occur  in  many  pirts.  Several  kinds 
of  marble  are  alfo  found  :  as  light,  fpecklei,  bluifh,  and  r;ver  coloured  (which  is  as 
yet  rare.  J  They  are  ufed  for  chimney-pieces,  tables, Steps  in  buildings,  and  tomb  Stones. 
Mill-Stones,  of  a  coarfe  grain,  are  hewn  in  Bucks  county.  In  the  middle  and  weftern 
country  is  abundance  of  coal.  In  the  vicinity  of  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufquehannah,  is 
a  bed  ol  the  open,  burning  kind,  which  gives  very  intenfe  heat.  Qn  the  head  waters 
of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  ar^fome  confuLrable  bodies.  At  the  head  of  the  weftern 
branch  of  Sufquehannah  is  an  extenfive  bed,  which  Stretches  over  the  country  foiuh- 
weftwardly  fo  as  to  be  found  in  the  greateft  plenty  about  Pittsburg. 

Wild  turkeys,  which  formerly  abounded,  are  now  Scarcely  ever  feen  in  the  old  Set- 
tlements ;  but  in  the  new  there  are  large  flacks.  Partridges  are  yet  pretty  numerous, 
though  the  late  hard  winters  have  deftroyed  many.  Pheafmts  arc  become  dear.  Groufe 
are  tound  only  in  fome  districts.  Great  numbers  of  p'.Jgeons  come  from  the  north 
in  the  cold  feafons.  In  fpring  and  autumn,  feveral  kinds  of  ducks,  and  fome  wild 
geefe  are  got  on  the  riversf . 

Trouts  are  common  in  the  rivulets  ;  in  Size,  Seldom  above  a  foot.  In  the  eaftern 
rivers,  the  principal  fiSh  are  rock  and  Sheep's-head,  with  Shad  and  herring,  which,  in  the 
fpring,  come  up  from  the  fea  in  great  Shoals.  Thefe  are  not  found  in  the  weftern  waters, ' 
which  are  faid  to  have  their  own  valuable  kinds,  efpecially  a  fpecies  of  catfiSh,  weigh- 
ing from  fifty  to  one  hundred  pounds.  Yellow  perch  and  pike  are  alfo  in  them  much 
larger  and  more  numerous. 
'Ufeful  quadrupeds,  in  the  new  districts,  are,  deer,  in  great  numbers,  beavers,  ot- 

■  p  *   Liriodendron. 

r„  .u  enn  '  r   has  a    fuP«ior  number   of   Singing  birds,  as  many  migrate  to  it  north  and 

lOUvh,  in  cenaia  feai'ons. 
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ters,  racoons,  martins.  Buffaloes  rarely  crofs  the  Ohio.  Elks  but  feldora  advance  from 
the  north.  Panthers,  wildcats,  bears,  foxes,  wolves,  are  not  rare  :  the  laft  do  moft 
mifchief  ;  efpecially  in  winter,  but  the  fur  of  all  is  valuable.  In  the  thick  fettlements, 
rabbits  and  fquirrels  are  frequent  ;  a!fo  minks  and  mufk  rats  in  marfrus  :  oppofiums 
and  groundhogs  are  rare. 

The  fouth  fide  of  Pennfylvania  is  the  beft  fettled  land  throughout,  owing  entirely 
to  the  circumftance  of  the  weftern  road  having  been  run  bv  the  armies,  prior  to 
1762,  through  the  towns  of  Lancafter,  CarlifL,  and  Bedford,  and  thence  to  Pittf- 
burg.  For  the  purpofe  of  turning  the  tide  of  fettlers  from  this  old  channel  into  the 
unfettled  parts  ofthe  ftate,  the  government  and  landed  intereft  of  Pennfylvanh  have 
been,  and  are  ftill,  bufy  in  cutting  convenient  roads.  During  the  fummer  of  1738  they 
run  a  road  north,  from  the  former  roads  beyond  Bethlehem,  to  the  north  portage 
between  Delaware  and  Sufquehannah  ;  and  thence  north,  eighty  degrees  weft,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Tyoga,  the  firfl  feventy  miles,  and  the  laft  above  (ixty.  It  is  now  in  con- 
templation  to  cut  a  road  from  Sunbury,  at  the  forks  ofthe  eaftand  weft  branches  of 
Sufquehannah  ,  weft,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  to  the  mouth  of  Toby's  creek, 
which  empties  info  the  Allegany  river  from  the  eaft.  A  road  is  alfo  cut  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Tyoga,  fouthward,  to  the  mouth  of  Loyal,  which  empties  into  the  weft 
branch  of  Sufquehannah.  Another  road  is  cut  from  Huntingdon  town,  on  Franks 
town  branch  of  the  Juniata,  weftward  thirty  miles,  to  Conemagh,  a  navigable  branch 
ofthe  Allegany. 

The  populous  parts  of  the  ftate  can,  at  prefent,  bear  the  expenfe  of  turnpike-roads. 
One  from  Philadelphia  to  Lancafter  is  now  forming :  and  others  are  in  contempla- 
tion. 

The  falesof  public  lands  have,  unfortunately,  been  too  quick  and  irregular.  Confu- 
fion  in  grants,  and  enormous  land  jobbing  have  been  the  confequence.  The  legiflature 
has  lately  prohibited  further  fales,  until  it  is  known  what  land  remains.  Happily  fix- 
ty  thoufand  acres  have  been  referved  for  public  fchools. 

Agriculture,  manufactures,  t      Wheat  is  the   principal  grain  of  very  general 
and  commerce.  j cultivation.      The  Heffian  fly  has,  in  this  ftate, 

as  well  as  much  further  north  and  fouth,  caufed  great  damage  to  it  for  feveral  years 
paft  -,  Indian  corn  is  the  next  in  value,  and  attains  full  maturity,  except  in  the  moun- 
tainous tracts,  where  the  early  September  frofts  are  more  common  and  fevere.  Buck- 
wheat is  frequently  fomewhat  injured  by  thefe  and  by  the' preceding  heats  in  Au<mft  ; 
but  yields,  neverthelefs,  a  considerable  crop  throughout  the  country.  Rye  has,  of  late 
years,  been  more  cultivated,  and  a  great  proportion  of  it  is,  in  the  weftern  parts,  diftil.. 
led  into  whisky.  Crops  of  barley  will  increafe  with  the  progreffive  ufe  of  beer.  Oats  are 
raifed  fufficient  for  demand.  Spelts  are  cultivated  by  the  Germans,  chiefly  as  horfe- 
feed.  Potatoes  are  plenty.  Turnips,  cabbage,  parfnips,  carrots,  and  the  fmall,  oval  pea, 
are  common  :  the  Bermudian  poMtoe  thrives  in  a  loofe  mould. 

The  culture  of  meadows  is  a  confiderable  object  .-  the  mar/hes  on  rivers  are  bank- 
ed, drained,  tuflbcked,  ploughed,  and  harrowed  •,  then  fown  with  timothy  and  clo- 
ver :  the  laft  grafs  is  alfo,  in  many  places,  a  rotation  crop,  on  fuitable  upland  :  trials 
of  lucerne,  faintfoin,  and  fuch  artificial  graffes,  are  yet  rare.  The  fummer  is  lon<* 
enough  for  two  mowings  and  even  three  in  rich  grounds  •,  but  in  dry  feafons,  the 
laft  yield  little. 

On  farms  that  have  fprings  or  ftreams,  dairies  are  built  over  them  fo  as  to  place 
the  milk  veflels  in  the  water  :  without  fuch  convenience,  the  heat  is  prejudicial.  . 

Unimproved  woodlands  are  fuitable  for  the  rearing  of  cattle.  Grazing  is  moft  pro- 
fitable on  extenfive  lowlands. 

Horfes  are  raifed  beyond  the  proper  ufe  •,  for  oxen  might  be  fubftituted  more  gene- 
rally ;  and  the  former  are  liable,  as  in  other  parts,  to  the  fatal  diftempers  of  botts  and 
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fwellln»s  in  the  throat.  The  beft  for  teams  are  bred  in  Lancafter  county,  and  elegant 
faddle  and  carriage  horfes  have  more  or  lefs  of  the  blood  of  ftallions  imported 
from  England. 

The  number  of  fheep  is  already  co-afiderable  in  the  improved  country,  and  in- 
creafes.  Hogs  exceed  home-confumption  :  the  woods  of  oak  and  beech  afford  a  great 
part  of  their  food.      Mules  and  affes  are  yet  very  rare. 

Poultry  abounds  :  turkeys  are  in  this  (and  generally  through  the  flates)  very  cheap, 
comparatively  to  the  prices  in  Europe. 

Flax  has  a  portion  of  ground  on  moft  farms.  The  culture  of  hemp  is  increafing 
in  thef  ertile  inland  counties.  Hop  yards  are  yet  inconfiderable.  Bees  receive  pretty 
good  attention. 

In  the  old  fettlements,  all  kinds  of  north  European  fruits  are  common  :  tho' choice 
of  varieties  and  attentive  cultivation  are  rare.  Late  frofts  in  the  fpring  often  caufe 
great  damige,  but  the  warm  autumn  ripens  the  lateft  forts.  Thefeare  alfo  better  than 
the  early  kinds,  which  are  liable  to  flatnefs  and  fpecks,efpecially  when  the  feafon  is  hot, 
and  wet.  Catterpillars  and  worms,  likewife,  damage  the  orchards.  Peech.-trees  were 
forty  years  ago  large  and  lafting-,  but  have  gradually  depreciated,  and  of  late,  decay  ve- 
ry focn.  Plumbs  ;;re  infefted  by  a  fly,  whofe  (ting  makes  them  fhrivel  and  fall  unripe. 
In  favourable  feafons,  cherries,  apples  and  cider,  abound.  Recent  attempts  at  Vine- 
yards, within  eleven  miles  of  Philadelphia,  are  promifing:  elpaliers  of  European  grapes 
in  gardens  have  long  ago  been  introduced.  The  Italian  mulberry-tree  thrives  well : 
but,  a?  yet,  filk- worms  are  merely  a  curiofity. 

Improved  farms  and  roomy  lots  in  the  country  towns  have  gardens,  in  which  com- 
mon vegetables,  fmall  fruits,  and  fome  flowers  are  cultivated.  Ornamental  planting 
and  gardening  is  yet  admired  by  few,  but  ftill  progreffive. 

The  general  fliie  of  architecture  in  this  ftate  is  neat  and  folid.  Stone  buildings  are 
moff common  in  the  old  fettlements  •,  log  and  frame-houfes  in  the  new  •,  the  latter  are 
naturally  of  the  rough  kind,  ufualin  infant  improvements.  Towns  have  a  considerable 
proportion  of  brick-houfes  ;  in  Philadelphia,  they  make  four  fifths.  Shingles  cover  the 
roofs  •,  thofe  of  white  cedar  are  preferred  when  they  can  be  obtained. 

White  oak,  chefnut,  and  cedar  make  the  beft  wood  fences.  Stones  are  not  often 
employed  in  fencing,  even  where  they  abound,  and  where  wool  is  valuable. 

NecefTary  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  to  wit,  fhoemakers,  tailors,  weavers,  carpen- 
ters, joiners,  mafons,  coopers,  fmiths,  cartwrights,  tanners,  and  faddlers  are  fettled  on 
fmall  farms  or  lots  throughout  the  improved  country  :  feveral  are  alfo  found  together 
in  villages  ;  but  this  mode  is  more  cuftomary  in  the  thickly  peopled  parts,  which  can- 
not fupport  many  of  a  fort.  Manufacturers, for  whom  there  is  lefs  comparative  demand, 
dwell  chiefly  In  the  towns,  as  cabinet  makers,  whitefmiths,  tinners,  potters,  hatters, 
dyers,  rope  makers,  nailors,  clock  and  watch  makers,  filver  fmiths,  brewers,  diftillers, 
&c. 

In  the  midland  counties,  many  valuable  munufactures  have  refulted  from  a  flourifh- 
ing  agriculture,  and  immediately  from  their  birth,  have  promoted  the  profperity  of  the 
cultivators.  Lancaster,  which  is  the  largeft  inland  town  in  the  united  flates,  is  fixty-fix 
miles  from  a  feaport,  and  ten  from  any  practifed  boat-navigation.  The  number  of  fa- 
milies was,  in  1786,  about  feven  hundred;  of  whom  two  hundred  and  thirty  four  were 
manufacturers  :  among  them  fourteen  hatters,  feventeen  faddlers,  twenty  five  weavers 
of  woolen,  linen,  and  cotton  cloth,  three  brewers,  three  copper  fmiths,  two  printers, in 
Englifh  and  German,  fix  clock  and  watch-makers,  five  fiiver- fmiths.  There  were  alfo, 
in  1786,  within  thirty- nine  miles  of  the  town,  feventeen  furnaces,  forges,  rolling 
and  flittingmills  ;  and  within  ten  miles  of  it,  eighteen  grain-mills,  fixteen  faw-  mills, 
one  fulling  mill,  four  oil  mills,  five  hemp-mills,  two  boring  and  grinding  mills  for 
gun-barrels,  ani  eight  tanneries. 
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The  product  of  domeftje  female  induftry  is  considerable.      The  wives  and  daughters 
of  even  opulent  farmers  knit  and  fpin.   In  the  towns  fome  ladies  do  the   fame. 

Woollen  ftockinoi  are  made  furrkient  for  ufe:  a  large  quantity  cf  excellent  quality, 
are  wove  by  the  Germans,  efpecially  in  Germmtown. 

Hemp  is  alfo  ufed,  in  feveral  places,  for  coarfe  wearing  apparel, bags,  feins  anf  nets, 
&c  A  great  quantity  is  manufactured  into  cordage,  cables,  and  ropes  ;*  but  of  thefe, 
a  large  portion  is;irnported. 

Iron-works  are  of  long  ftanding,  and  their  products  increafe  in  quantity,  and  im- 
prove in  quality.  The  furnaces  are  fifteen,  and  the  forges  thirty-feven.  The  flitting 
and  rolling  mills  are  laid  to  cut  and  roll  fifteen  hundred  tons  per  annum.  Among 
the  fabricated  articles  are  great  numbers  of  ftoves,  both  open  and  clofe,  the  ufe  of 
which  constantly  increafes  •,  tongs,  (hovels,  andirons  ;  po's,  kettles,  ovens,  pans, 
ladles  ;  plough  irons,  fpades,  hoes,  fheet  iron,  hoops  •,  iron  and  fteel  work  forpleafure 
and  working  carriages  :  nails,  bolts,  fpikes  ;  various  pieces  for  mips,  mills,  and  build- 
ings •,  cannon,  ball,  and  fome  mufquets  ;  fcythes,  fickles,  axes,  drawing  knives,  fome 
laws  and  planes,  with  other  tools. 

Manufactures  of  leather,  fkins,  and  fur,  are  very  extenfive  and  good.  Shoes  and 
boots,  iaddles  and  bridles,  houfings,  holfters,  faddle-bags,  portmanteaus,  whips,  har- 
nefs  and  leather  materials  for  carriages,  are  made,  not  only  for  home-ufe,  but  for  ex- 
portation. Deerfkin-breeches,  drawers  and  men's  gloves,  ar.fwer  full  demand- 
Trunks  covered  with  feal,  deer  and  other  fkins  •,  with  flings,  belts,  cartouch- boxes, 
and  fcabbirds,  are,  of  late,  considerable  articles.  Hatting  is  a  bufinefs  long  eftablifhed, 
though  at  prefent  under  fome  difficulty,  from  a  fcarcity  of  the  fine  northern  fur  :  three 
hundred  hatters,  distributed  over  the  ftate,  make  annually  above  fifty  four  thoufand 
fur,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty-ons  thoufand  wool  hats.  Muffs,  tippets,  linings,  &c. 
are  of  increafing  demand. 

The  moft  refpectable  trades  employed  on  materials  of  wood,  are  cabinet-making, 
houfe  carpentry,  coach  making,  and  fhip  building.  Tables,  chairs,  fophas,  bureaux, 
and  all  forts  of  houfhold  furniture,  are  made  to  any  demand,  neat  and  elegant  : 
Walnut,  maple,  and  wild  cherry  wood  are  the  beft  native  materials  :  Mahogany  is 
imported,  and  generally  ufed  by  the  wealthier  people,  efpecially  in  towns.  Commo- 
dious and  very  elegant  chariots,  phaetons,  chaifes,  and  fulkeys,  are  conftruded  for 
domestic  and  foreign  ufe-,  particularly  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  adjacent  boroughs. 
The  inward  carpentry-work,  on  private  and  public  buildings,  is,  in  general,  well- 
finifhed,and  fuperior  to  the  plan  itfeif.  The  port  of  Philadelphia  is  among  the  ruff, 
in  the  world  for  naval  architecture.  Malls,  fpars,  timber,  and  plank  from  all  the 
country  up  and  down  the  Delaware,  are  constantly  for  fa! e  in  its  market.  The  mul- 
berry of  the  Chefapeak,  and  the  live-oak  and  red  cedar  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia, 
are  fo  abundant,  that  feven-eighths  of  the  vefTels  are  built  of  them.  Thefe  are  of  a 
fuperior  quality,  and  come  cheaper  than  the  beft  oak- fhips  in  European  ports.  A 
live-oak  and  cedar  fhip  of  two  hundred  tons,  carpenter's  meafurement,  can  be  fitted 
to  take  in  a  cargo  for  lefs  than  fifty  Spanifh  dollars  per  ton.  The  return  of  new  vef- 
fels  built  in  Philadelphia  during  1793,  was  eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
tons.  About  twenty  years  ago  the  annual  average  was  only  two  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred. The  pleafing  form  of  the  vefTels  is  alfo  generally  admired. 
•  Paper  of  moft  kinds,  form  a  beneficial  branch.  The  mills  are  above  fifty,  and  their 
annual  product  is  computed  at  twenty- five  thoufand  dollars.  Writing  and  printing  pa- 
per, of  various  qualities,  except  the  largeft  and  moft  coftly,  fheathing  and  wrapping- 
paper,,  pafte,  cards,  and  fome'  paper-ha  agings,  are  fabricated. 

Gunpowder  is  become  a  great  article  :  twenty-five  mills  have  been  erected  fince 
the  year  1770. 

Manufactories  in  ftone,  clay,  andfoffils,  are  b;icks,  and  the  above-mentioned  pieces 
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in  marble. both  fr.ffcif r.t  for  demand-,  common  earthen  ware-,  grind-ftones;  mill-ironeS 
of  an  inferior  fort.  French  burrsmuft  be  imported  for  good  grain- mills.  Glafs  works 
are  onlyin  contemplation.  Pot  and  pearl- afhes  make  a  good  prcgrefs.  Our  limits 
permit  only  a  fliort  account  of  the  trades  employed  in  foreign  materials.  Tin-wares 
are  well  executed  for  various  domefttc  utenfils,  canteens,  &rc.  Copper  is  manufaclur. 
ed  into  utenffls  for  diftiliers,  brewers,  fugar  refiners,  end  other  manufactures,  fome 
domeftxuft.',  articles  !n  fhips,  &c.  Brafsis  wrought  for  the  funiture  of  houfes  and 
carriages,  cabin  ftoves,  technical  infkuments,  &c.  Lead  is  worked  into  ball  and  fhot, 
sheets"  ar.d  doer  and  window-weights,  &c.  Pcyter  {uits  for  d iftillcrs,  worms,  plates, 
bafons.&rc.  Silver-plate,  in  fpoons  and  tea  table  articles,  is  very  common,  a!fo  buckles 
ur.d  other  fmai)  articles.  Gold  and  ornamental  toys  are  of  fmall  account.  "Watches  are 
moftly  imported  •,  thofe  fabricated  htie,  are  co-nftrucTed  in  part  horn  foreign  mate- 
rials. Much  cotton  is  worked  up  in  families  :  the  Philadelphia  cotton  factory  was 
burnt  four  years  ago  ;  but  new  ones  are  defigned.  Linens  imported  are  now  printed, 
and  in  increafir,g  degree.  Sugar  refineries  a^d  .cliflilleries  of  mclaflts,  and  various 
preparations  of  tobacco,  employ  many  hands. 

The  manufactures  of  Pennfylvania  have  greatly  increafed  within  a  few  years,  as 
well  by  malter- workmen  and  journeymen  from  abroad,  as  by  the  fkill  and  induftry 
of  the  natives.  Some  persons  have  begun  to  prtfs  oil  from  hickory-nuts.  The  fyleflrs, 
Mar/hal,  of  Philadelphia,  have  commenced  the  making  of  Glauber's  fait,  fal  smmoniac, 
and  volatile  falts  ;  they  already  fupply  the  whole  union  with  the  firft  article,  and 
export  a  part  of  the  others.  A  mill  cf  Rumfay's  (the  improvement  of  Barker's)  near 
this  city,  grinds  by  water,  flour,  chocolate,  fnurT,  hair-powder,  and  muftard,  fhelb 
chocolate  nuts  -,  pieffes  and  cuts  tobacco  for  chewing  and  fmoaking-,  and  bobs  meal. 
The  water-u oiks,  near  the  falls  of  T  renton,  which  grind  grain,  roll  and  flit  iron, 
and  pound  plufter,  of  Paris,  exhibit  great  mechanifm.  Card  manufactories  are  lately 
ftt  up.  'I  he  hand  machines  for  carding  and  fpinniug  cotton  have  been  introduced 
and  improved.  Sir  Richard  Arkwright's  famous  water-mill  for  fpinning  cotton  yarn 
has  been  obtained  :  .alfo  the  machinery  to  fliver,  rove,  and  fpin  flax  and  hemp  into 
thread,  fit  for  linen  of  thirty  cuts  to  the  pound  ;  which  will  alfo  ferve  for  the  roving 
and  fpir.nirg  combed  wool  into  worried  yarn.  Screws  for  paper  mills  are  now  cue 
from  folid  caft-i:on.  Lanterns  for  light-houfes  are  made  by  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  who  alfo  executes  work  for  fugar-mills  in  the  Weft-Indies:  during  the  war 
he  made  cannon  from  wrought-iroE. 

The  commerce  of  Penufylvania  with  the  eaftern  and  fouthern  ftates  is,  in  great 
part,  an  exchange  ofitaple  commodities.  Wheat- flour,  and  bar-iron,  are  exported  to 
New-England  for  whale-oil  and  bone,  fpermaceti,  feal-ikins,  mackrel,  codfilh  and 
falmcn,  Rhode-lfland  and  Connecticut  cheefej  to  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  for 
live-oak,  cedar,  cotton,  rice,  and  indigo  ;  to  North- Carolina  for  tar,  pitch,  turpen- 
tine, and  limber.  Much  of  the  trade  with  the  fouthern  ftates  arifes  from  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  Pnnfylvania  in  manufactures  and  commerce.  Great  quantities  of  deer  fkins, 
with  thofe  of  otters,  racoons,  foxes,  mufkrats,  beavers,  are  imported  fr.om  the  back 
regions  :  Virginia  fends  a  great  deal  of  wheat,  and  unmanufactured  tobacco.  In  re- 
turn, fhe  receives  many  articles  of  clothing,  furniture,  farming  utenfils,  equipage  ; 
fome  Eaft-India  and  European  goods  ;  and  even  Weil  India  produce  ;  of  all  thefe, 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  local  improvement  and  fltuation.  Hats,  faddlery,  ihoes, 
windfor-chairs,  carriages,  hewn  ftone,  iron  callings  fox  domeftic  ufe,  wheel-tire, 
fpad-s,  hoes,  axes,  paper,  books,  tin  ware,  brufhe.s,  conftitute  a  great  proportion  of 
the  exports,  to  the  fouthward. 

Numerous  droves  of  lean  cattle  come  from  the  weftern  parts  of  thefe  ftates,  where 
they  have  a  wide  range,  but  want  meadow.  Virginia  fends  of  late  a  confiderabJe 
deal  of  ccal,  fome  lead,  and  peach  brandy.     This  liquor  alfo  comes  from  Maryland : 
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kit  from  both  in  quantity-very  fmall  for  its  native  value,  and  the  faciHty  of  raifing 
the  fruit.  -The  eaftern  fhore  of  Maryland  fends  to  Philadelphia  confiderable  quart, 
tities  of  wheat,  and  Indian  corn  :  from  the  wefterh  comes  the  kiiefoot  tobacco.  This 
ftate  has  alfo  fome  trade  with  the  fouth  of  Pennfylvania  by  the  way  of  Chefapeak- 
bay  :  fome  parts  of  it  receive  the  fame  commodities  as  Virginia,  efpscially  pleafure 
carriages. 

The  trade  with  New-York  depends  chiefly  on  the  fluctuation  of  the  market  : 
American  and  foreign  goods,  of  the  fame  kinds  are  carried  between  the  two  capital 
cities,  as  their  prices  fall  and  rife.  Albany  peas,  and  craw^Sfh,  are,  however,  articles 
in  tegular  demand  from  New-Yo'rk.  Great  part  of  New- Jerfey  and  Delaware  ftate 
have,  as  neighbours,  much  intercourfe  with  Pennfylvania.  The  firft  fupports,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  market  of  Philadephia,  furnifhes  rye-meal,  much  Indian  corn 
and  lumber,  and  fome  iron  bloomery  :  the  other  leads  great  quantities  of  excellent 
ii  our  from  the  mills  of  Brandywine,  lumber  from  the  diftrict  on  the  bay,  and  fat 
cattli  from  the  paftures  adjoining  Delaware.  Many  ofthefe,  and  of  thofe  fattened  in 
the  vicinity  -ot  Philadelphia,  are  brought  from  the  fouth  •,  and  alfo  from  the  coun- 
tries on  the  North  ap.d  Connecticut  rivets,  as  far  as  Vermont  and  Mafiachufetts. 

Trie  commerce  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the  weft,  is  by  the  Ohio  wkh  the  Spaniih  — 
and  by  the  lakes  with  the  Brkifh  dominions  :  and  both  ways  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
This  trade  will  be  confiderable  when  commercial  ftipulations  Shall  he  formed  with 
thofe  powers,  and  peace  .concluded  with  the  Indians.  At  prefent  nearly  the  whole 
foreign  commerce  is  carried  on  by  the  pore  of  Philadelphia.  Its  distance  from  the 
fca.  and  its  .clofing  by  ice  in  the  winter,  are  difadvantages  ;  but  the  firft  is  leflened  by 
improved  pilotage  ,j  the  other  by  the  construction  of  the  piers  below,  by  the  oc- 
casional thaws  which  permit  veffels  to  clear  their  way  during  the  winter.  In  com- 
mon feafons  the  navigation  .is  obstructed  fix  weeks:  a  ftiorter  peri,  d  as  probably 
as  a  longer  ;  though  in  the  late  hard  winters,  loads  of  wood  have  pafied  the  rivers 
near  the  city,  in  the  firft  days  of  March. 

Philadelphia  is,  in  .a  commercial  view  the  capital  of  all  the  country  around  Dela- 
ware. It  is  aifo  by  its  refources,  by  the  peculiar  improvements  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
by  its  centural  fituation  an  emporium  of  the  united  ftates.  Its  market  is,  therefore,  at 
all  times,  flocked  with  American,  European,  and,  of  late,  Eaft-India  products.  This 
accounts  for  the  great  amount  o.f  exports  from  Philadelphia,  which,  at  prefent,  are 
one-fourth  of  the  total  exports  of  the  united  ftates.  The  aggregate  annual  value  of 
all  the  commodities  (hipped  to  foreign  countries  during  the  two  years  of  1792  and 
1793,  were,  jn  the  former,  .three  millions,  eight  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fort y-jix,  and,  in  the  latter,  fix  millions,  nine  hundred  and  fifty  - 
-eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-fix  dollars.  The  aggregate  annual  value  of 
exports,  during  one  half  sf  a  year  ending  on  the  31ft  of  March  1794,  was  three  million 
five  hundred  and  thirty -three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninty-feven  dollars.  The 
malady  that  fwept  off  above  four  thoufand  of  the  people  in  the  city  and  fuburbs 
during  the  autumn  of  1793,  and  the  embargo  in  the  following  fpring,  interrupted 
the  commerce  fqr  nearly  five  months, 

The  exifting  war  has  occasioned  fome  extraordinary  articles  in  the  exportation  of 
late  :  coffee  has  been  carried  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  to  Hamburgh,  as 
neutral  ports.  On  the  Other  hand,  the  quantity  of  flour,  though  great,  will  be  much 
increafed,  if  the  Heflian  fly  ceafesto  ravage  the  wheat  fields. 

On  importation,  remark  that  it  is  very  great,  both  for  the  confumptiori  of  Penn« 
fylyania,  and  of  the  diftricrs  fupplied  from  Philadelphia  :  that  common  and  fine  im- 
ported linens  and  woollens  are  uled  to  a  great  amount,  notwithstanding  the  quantity 
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of  home  made;  that  much  Sweedifh  iron,  and  Ruffia  hemp  is  imported  ;    and    that 
Enelifh  hardware  is  in  great  demand. 

Population  and  character.]  The  population  of  this  ftate  js  mentioned  in  the 
table.  It  is  nearly  ten  for  every  fquare  mite.  The  number  of  militia  is  eftimated  at 
upwards  of  ninety  thoufand,  between  eighteen  and  fifty-three  years  of  age. 

The  inhabitants  are  principally  the  defcendants  of-Englifh,  Irifh  and  Ger- 
mans, with  fome  Scotch,  Welfh,  Swedes,  and  a  few  Dutch.  There  are  alfo  many  of 
the  Irifh  and  Germans,  who  emigrated  when  young  or  middle  aged.  The  friends 
and  epifcopahans  are  chiefly  of  the  Englifh  extraction  and  compofe  about  one-third 
of  the  inhabitants.  They  live  principally  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the 
counties  of  Chefter,  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  and  Montgomery.  The  Irifh  and  defcendants 
of  Irifh,  are  chiefly  fettled  in  the  weftern  and  frontier  counties  •,  a  large  proportion 
of  tj»em  are  presbyterians  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  There  are  liketvife  many  Ro- 
man catholics  from  this  nation. 

The  Germans  compofe  about  one  quarter  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania. 
Thev  are  mod  numerous,  in  the  north  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the 
counties  cf  Philadelphia.  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Dauphin,  Lancafter,  York  and 
Northampton-,  chie^y  in  the  four  I  aft  ;  but  a;e  fpfeading  in  other  parts.  They  con- 
fift  of  Lutherans,  (who  are  the  moft  numerous  feci)  Cslvinifts  or  reformed  church, 
Moravians,  Catholics,  Mennonifts,  Tunkers  (corruptly  called  Dunkers)  and  Zwing- 
felters,  who  are  a  fpecies  of  quakeis.  Thefe  are  all  diftinguifhed  foe  their  temper- 
ance, induftry  and  economy. 

The  Germans  have  ufually  about  a  fourth  of  the  members  in  the  afiembly  ;  and 
fome  of  them  have  arifen  to  the  full  honours  i-n  the  ftatt  and  now  rill  a  number  of 
the  higher  offices. 

Pennfylvani*  is  much  obliged  to  the  Ge-mans  for  imo;  ■  nents  in  agriculture; 
but  their  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Englifh  language  makes  u;em  deficient  in  lite- 
rature and  politics.   This  disadvantage  is  diminifhing. 

The  baptifts  (except  the  Mennonift  and  Tunker  baptifts,  who  are  Germans)  are 
chiefly  the  defcendants  of  emigrants  from  Wales,  and  are  not  numerous. 

The  original  Swedes  came  in  the  year  1638,  as  a  ccbny,  under  the  government 
and  orotection  of  Sweden^  Their  pofTefTion  extended  on  the  weftern  fhore  of  Dela- 
ware", from  the  capes  up  to  the  falls  of  Trenton,  thiry  miles  beyound  the  fite  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  inland  towards  Sufquehannah.  They  had  a  regular  civil  and  military 
eftablifhment,  which  (as  appears  from  the  original  Swedifh  ordinances)  was  founded 
on  wife  and  good  principles.  It  was  earneftly  enjoined,  to  make  fair  purchafes  from 
the  Indians,  as  the  juft  owners  of  the  land,  and  to  treat  them  with  all  manner  of  kind- 
nefs,  to  fupport  religion  and  good  manners,  to  explore  and  cultivate  valuable  ma- 
terials for  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  A  few  bad  characters  came 
out  with  the  firft  emigrants,  but  by  a  fubfequent  edict,  perfons  of  that  defciiption 
were  ftridlly  reftrained.  The  fm all  colony  was  in  a  thriving  ftate,  until  the  difpute 
with  the  Dutch,  who  were  alrerdy  eftablifhed  in  New-York,  and  pretended  a  prior 
claim  to  the  Delaware.  Unfupported  by  a  diftant  mother-country,  then  involved  in 
war  with  five  principal  powers  of  Europe,  it  was  conquered  in  the  year  1654,  and 
afterwards  became,  with  the  other  Dutch  pofleftions  in  North  America,  part  of  the 
Britifh  dominions.  Sweden  has  hitherto  furnifhed  the  defcendants  of  the  colony  with 
miflionaries.  Their  language  is  now  nearly  extinct.  Very  few  Swedifh  emigrants 
have  come  fince  the  firft  colony.  This  people  have  uniformly  had  the  character  of 
probity,  mildnefs,  and  hofpitality  ;  but  have  been  carelefs  of  their  lands  and  in- 
terest. 

More  than  one  half  of  all  the  European  and  o:her  emigrants  to   the  united  flates 
enter  the  Delaware. 
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No  difficulty  lies  in  the  way  of  any  pesfon,  who  defires  to  become  a  free  and  equal 
citizen.  On  the  day  of  his  landing  he  may  buy  a  farm,  a  houfe,  merchandize,  or  raw 
materials  •,  he  may  open  a  work  fhop,  a  counting  hc'ufe,  an  office,  or  any  other  place 
of  lawful  bufinefs,  and  pirrfue  his  occupation  without  any  hindrance,  or  the  payment 
of  any  fum  of  money  to  the  public.  The  ri^ht  of  electing,  and  being  elected,  is 
granted  after  the  expiration  of  two  years. 

A  privilege,  almoft  peculiar  to  this  ftat<*,  has  been  granted  to  foreigners  by  the  le- 
giilature— - -that  of  buying  and  holding  land  and  houfes  within  this  commonwealth, 
without  relinquishing  their  allegiance  to  the  country  in  which  they  were  horn.  They 
can  fell  or  bequeath  lands,  receive  the  rents,  and,  in  fhort,  have  every  territori  d 
and  pecuniary  right,  that  a  natural- born  Permfylvanian  has  ;  but  not  civil  rights.  As 
they  profef*  to  owe  allegiance-  to  a  foreign  prince  or  government,  and  refide  in  a  fo- 
reign country,  where  thev  of  courfe  have  civil  rights,  they  cannot  claim  them,  nor 
ought  they  to  defue  them  here  •,  fince  no  man  can  ferve  two  matters.  If  they  choofc, 
at  any  time  after  purchafe,  to  come  out  to  this  country,  and  make  themfelves  citi- 
zens, or  if  they  ch'oofe  to  give  their  eftate  to  a  child  or  other  perfon,  who  will  do 
fo,  eitherof  then*  may  become  citizens  to  all  intents  and  purpofes. 

The  character  of  the  Pcnnfylvanians  is  naturally  diverfified  by  difference  of  ex- 
traction, various  degrees  of  education,  and  of  opulence.  The  moft  leading  features 
are  indufhy,  enterpn'ze,  and  frugality.  Extravagance,  however,  is  making  fome  pro- 
grams, especially  in  the  capital  and  towns.  Thiscaufesa  greater  confumption  of  fo- 
reign luxuries  than  is  confident  with  folid  policy.  Emigrants,  when  collected  toge- 
ther in  neighbourhoods,  retain  much  of  the  manners  of  their  native  countries-,  but 
in  other  cafes,  they  generally  affimiiate  to  the  manners  of  the  ftate.  The  enterprizing 
"part  of  the  character  leads  frequently  to  over  trading,  and  produces  ruinous  confe- 
qnences,  which,  however,  are  at  prefent  lefs  frequent  than  formerly. 

Religious  liberty  has  always  been  on  a  more  refpectable  eftabliihrrient  in  Pennfyl- 
vania  than  in  the  other  parts  of  America.  However,  even  here  it  was  imperfect  until' 
the  late  revolution  ;  for  Roman  catholics  and  Jews  were  excluded  from  a  fhare  in 
the  government.  The  latter  continued  under  this  difad vantage,  until  the  new  coniti- 
tution  gave  them,  and  all  people  of  whatever  nation  and  religion,  unlimited  liberty 
of  confeience,  with  capacity  for  all  civil  rights  and  privileges. 

Literary,  humane,  and  othex"]         Thefe  are  more  numerous   and  flourifhing 

useful  societies.  J     in  Pennfylvania,   than   in   any    of  the  fifteen 

ftates.   The  names  of  thefe  improving  inftitutions,  the  times  when  they  were  eftablim- 

ed,  and  a  fummary  of  the  benevolent  defigns  they  were  intended  to  accomplifh,  will 

be  mentioned  in  their  order. 

1 .  The  American  Philofophical  Society,held  at  Philadelphia,for  promoting  ufeful 
knowledge.  This  fociety  was  formed  January  2d,  ij6g,  by  the  union  of  two  other 
literary  focieties  that  had  fubfifted  for  fome  time  in  Philadelphia  ;  and  were  created 
one  body  corporate  and  politic,  with  fuch  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  as  are 
neceiTary  for  anfwering  the  valuable  purpofes  which  the  fociety  had  originally  in 
view,  by  a  charter  granted  by  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1780.  This  fociety  have  already  publifhed  three  very  valuable  volumes  of 
their  tranfections  •,  the  firft  in  177 1,  the  fecond  1786,  and  the  third  in  1793. 

In  1771,  this  fociety  confifted  of  nearly  three  hundred  members  ;  and  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  have  fince  been  added  •,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  are 
foreigners  of  the  firft  distinction  in  Europe.  Formerly  memberfhip  was  lavifhed  very 
profufely  ;  but  at  prefentmore  difcrimination  is  obferved. 

Their  charter  allows  them  to  hold  lands,  gifts,  &c.  to  the- amount  of  the  clear  year- 
ly value  of  ten  thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat.     The  number  of  members  is  not  limited, 
.Vol.  II.  £  K 
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2.  The  fociety  for  promoting  political  enquiries,  confiding  of  fifty  members 
inftitutedin  February,  1787. 

i,  The  college  of  Phvficians,  hftituted  in  1787,  for  the  promotion  of  med?calf 
anatomical,  and  chemical  knowledge,  incorporated    by  act  of  aftembly,  March,  1789. 

4.  The  Pennsylvania  Hofpital,  a  mynarie  inftitution,  which  was  firft  meditated  ia 
17^0,  and  carried  into  effect  by  means  of  a  liberal  fubfcription  of  about  three  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  by  the  afliftance  of  the  atu-mbly,  who,  in  1751,  granted  as  much 
mere  for  the  purpofe.  The  prefent  building  w*s  begur,  b  1754.  and  finifhed  in  ^755. 
This  hofpital  is  under  the  direction  of  twelve  managers,  chofen  annually,  and  is  vi- 
fited  every  year  by  a  committee  of  the  aftembly.  The  accounts  of  the  managers  are 
Submitted  to  the  infpection  of  the  legiflature.  Six  phyficians  attend  gratis,  and  gene- 
rally piefcri'be  twice  or  three  times  in  a  week,  in  their  WKjs.  This  hofpital  is  the  ge* 
neral  receptacle  of  lunatics  and  madmen,  and  of  thofe  affected  with  other  diforders, 
and  unable  to  ftspport  themfdves.  Here  they  are  humanely  ^treated  and  well  pro- 
vided for. 

5.  The  Philadelphia  Drfperrfary,  for  the  medical  relief  of  the  PVr.  This  benevo,-. 
lent  inftitution  was  eftablifhed  on  the  12th  of  April  1786,  and  is  fapported  by  an? 
nual  fuhferiptions  of  thirty-five  {hillings  each  perfon.  No  lefs  than  eighteen  hundred 
patients  were  admitted,  within  fixfeen  months  after  the  firft  opening  of  the  difpen- 
fary.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  twelve  managers  and  fix  phyficians,  all  cf  whom 
attend  gratis.  This  inftitution  exhibits  an  application  offomething  like  the  mechani- 
cal powers,  to  the  purpofes  of  humanity.  The  greateft  quantity  of  good  is  produced 
this  way,  with  the  leaft  money.  Five  hundred  pounds  a  year  defray  all  the  exper»fes 
of  the  inftitution.  The  poor  are  taken  care  of  in  their  own  houfes,  and  provide  every 
thing  for  themfelves  except  medicines,  cordial  drinks,  &e. 

6.  The  Pcnnfylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  the  re. 
lief  of  Free  Negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondage.  This  fociety  was  begun  in  *774> 
and  enlarged  on  the  23d  of  April,  1787.  The  officers  of  the  fociety  confift  ofaprefi- 
dent,  two  vice-prefidents,  two  fecrecaries,  a  treafurer,  four  counfellors,  an  electing  com- 
mittee of  twelve,  and  an  acting  committee  of  fix  members  ;  all  of  whom,  except 
the  laft,  are  to  be  ohefiyi  annually  by  ballot,on  the  firft  Monday  in  January.  The  fo- 
ciety meet  quarterly,  and  each  member  .contributes  ten  (hillings  annually,  towards 
defraying  its  contingent  expenfes. 

The  legislature  of  this  ftate  have  favoured  the  humane  defigns  of  this  fociety,  by 
"  An  act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  Slavery  ;"  patted  on  the  firft  of  March,  1780, 
wherein,  among  other  things,  it  is  ordained,  that  no  perfon,  born  within  the  ftate, 
after  palling  of  the  act,  fhall  be  confidertd  as  a  fervant  for  life  ;  and  all  perpetual 
flaveiy  is,  by  this  act,  forever  abolifhed.  The  act  provides,  that  thofe  who  would,  in 
cafe  this  act  had  not  been  made,  have  been  born  fervants  or  daves,  (hall  be  deemed 
fuch,  till  they  (hall  attain  to  the  age  of  twenty  eight  years  :  but  they  are  to  be  trea- 
ted, in  all  refpects,  as  fervants,  bound  by  indenture,  for  a  term  of  years. 

Some  years  ago,  the  fociety  extended  its  original  plan  to  improving  the  condition 
of  free  negroes.  A  committee  of  twenty  four  conducts  this  bufinefs,  of  which  the 
four  great  parts  are,  to  protect  them  from  wrongs  •,  to  infpect  their  manners  j  to 
procure  them  employment ;  and  to  educate  their  children-^for  this  laft  purpofe, 
particular  fchools  are  kept. 

7.  The  fociety  for  alleviating  the  miferies  of  prifons,  has  effected  an  admirable  re- 
form  in  the  jail  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  become  a  regular  work-houfe,  with  fome  cells 
for  the  occafional  correction  of  the  refractory.  The  clergy  preach  there  at  conveni- 
ent times.  Theprifoners  may  procure  a  diminution  of  the  term  of  their  confinement 

&°-rt  behay iour-  This  Jai!  is  under  the  conftant  care  of  twelve  infpectors. 

8.  The  Society  of  United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  heathens* 
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inftituted  in  1787,  meet  ftatedly  at  Bethlehem.  An  act  incorporating  this  fcciety, 
and  inverting  it  with  all  necelTarv  powers  and  privileges  for  accomplishing  its  pious 
defigns,  was  parted  by  the  legislature  of  the  ftate,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1788. 
They  can  hold  lands,  houfes,  &c.  to  the  annual  amount  of  two  thoufand  pounds. 

Thefe  pious  brethren,  commonly  called  Moravians,  began  a  mi  (lion  among  the  Ma- 
hikan,  Wampano,  Delaware,' Shawanoe,  Nontikok,  and  other  Indians,  about  fifty 
years  ago,  and  were  fo  fuccefsfu!  as  to  add  more  than  one  thoufand  fouls  to  the  chriftian 
church  by  baptifm.Six  hundred  of  thefe  have  died  in  the  chriftian  faith  ;  about  three 
hundred  live  with  the  mirtionari.es  near  Lake  Erie,  and  the  reft  are  either  dead  or 
apoftates  in  the  wildernefs. 

9.  The  Pennfylvania  Society  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  and  ufeful 
arts,  inftituted  in  17S7,  is  open  for  the  reception  of  every  citizen  in  the  united  ftates, 
who  will  fulfil  the  engagements  of  a  member  of  the  fame.  This  fociety  .is  under  the 
direction  of  a  prefident,  four  vice-prefidents,  and  twelve  managers,  bsiides  fubordinate 
officers.  Each  member,  on  his  admirtion,  pays  ten  {hillings  into  the  general  fund  ; 
and, the  fame  fum  annually,  till  he  fhsll  ceafe  to  be  a  member. 

io.  The  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  information  and  affiftance  of  perfons  emigra» 
.ting  from  foreign  countries,  inftituted  in  the  prefent  year. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  two  refpeclableinfurance  companies  eftablifhed  in  Philadel- 
phia. There  is  alfo  a  humane  fociety,  for  the  recovering  and  reftoring  to  life  the  bo* 
dies  of  drowned  perfons,  inftituted  in  1770,  under  the  direction  of  thirteen  mana- 
gers. 

Alfo,  an  agricultural  fociety -,  a  fcciety  for  the  relief  of  German,  and  another  for 
therelief  of  Irifn  emigrants  •,  a  marine  fociety,  confiding  of  captains  of  veftels  ;  a 
charitable  fociety  for  the  fupport  of  widows  and  families  of  prefbyterian  clergymen  ; 
and  St.  George's,  and  St.  Andrew's  charitable  focieties.  Moft  of  thefe  focieties 
are  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Colleges,  .academies,  and  schools.]  From  the  enterprifi ng  and  literary  fpirit 
of  the  Pennfylvanians,  we  fhould  naturally  conclude,  what  is  fact,  that  thefe  are  nu- 
merous. 

The  Univerllty  of  Pennfylvania,  founded  and  endowed  by  the  legislature  during 
the  late  war,  was  lately  united  with  the  college  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  agreement 
of  the  truftees  on  both  fides,  and  with  the  function  of  the  government.  This  college 
was  founded  by  charter  near  forty  years  ago.  Theuniverfity  is  eftablifhed  in  Phila- 
delphia. Additional  public  fupport  would  render  this  inftitution  ftill  more  refpecta- 
ble.  Certain  fciences  demand  alfo  warmer  patronage  ;  as  political  economy,  Americau 
jurifprudence,and  natural  hiftory.  In  the  laft,  indeed,  there  isa  profeiTorfhip,but  with- 
out falary  ;  nor  is  the  ftudy  of  this  important    fcience  required  for  medical    degrees. 

Dickinfon  College,  at  Carlisle,  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  rtate,  was  founded  in 
S783,  and  has  a  principal,  three  profeffors,  a  philofophical  apparatus,  a  library  con- 
fifting  of  nearly  .three  thoufand  volumes,  four  thoufand  pounds  in  funded  certifi- 
cates, and  ten  thoufand  acres  ofland  ;  the  lafV,  the  donation  of  the  ftate.  In  1787, 
there  were  eighty  ftudents  belonging  to  this  college.  This  number  is  annually  in- 
creafing.  It  was  named  after  his  excellency  John  Dickinfon,  author  of  the  Pennfyl- 
vania Farmer's  letters,  and  formerly  prefident  of  the  fupreme  executive  council  of 
this  ftate. 

In  1787,  a  college  was  founded  at  Lancafter,  and  honoured  with  the  name  of 
Franklin  College,  after  Dr.  Franklin.  This  college  is  for  the  Germans  •,  in  which  they 
may  educate  their  youth  in-  their  own  language,  and  in  conformity  to  their  own  ha- 
bits. The  Englifh  language,  however,  is  taught  in  it.  Its  endowments  are  nearly  the 
fame  as  thofe  of  Dickinfon  college.  Its  truftees  confift  of  Lutherans,  Presbyterians, 
and  Calvinifts,  German  and  Englifh  ;  of  each,  an  equal  number.  •  The  principal  is  a 
Lutheran,  and  the  vice  principal  is  a  Calvinift. 
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The  episcopalians  have  an  academy  at  Yorktown,  in  York  county.  There  are  alfo 
academies  at  Germantown,  at  Pittsburg,  at  Washington,  at  Alien's  town,  and  other 
places  •,  thefe  are  endowed  by  donations  from  the  legislature,  and  by  liberal  countri- 
butions  of  individuals. 

The  fchools  for  young  men  and  women  in  Bethlehem  and  Nazareth,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  people  called  Moravians,  are  upon  the  beft  ebablifhmtnt  ofiany  fchools 
in  America.  Eefides  thefe,  there  are  numerous  private  fchools  in  different  parts  of  the 
ftate  ;and,  to  promote  the  education  cf  poor  children,  the  legislature  has  appropriated 
a  large  tract  of  land  for  the  eftablilhment  of  free  fchools. 

Chief  Towns.]  The  city  or  Philadelphia,  capital  of  the  (rate  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  the  prelent  feat  of  government  ot  the  United  States  of  America,  lies  in  lati- 
tude 39  °  57*  north, and,  longitutude  75  °  weft  from  the  meridian  of  London,  upon 
the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Delaware,  which  is  here  but  a  mile  in  breadth,  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  by  the  courfe  of  the  bay 
and  river,  and  about  fifcy  five  or  Sixty  miles  from  the  Sea,  in  a  fouth  eaftward  direc- 
tion. 

It  was  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  the  fiift  proprietary  and  founder  of  the  pro- 
vince, in  the  year  1683,  and  fettled  by  a  colony  from  England,  which  arrived  in  that 
and  the  preceding  years,  and  was  increafed,  by  a  constant  and  regular,  influx  of  fo- 
reigners, to  fo  great  a  degree,  thatinlefs  than  a  century,  and  within  thelife  time  of 
the  firft  perfon  born  within  it  of  European  parents,  it  was  computed  to  contain  fix 
thousand  houftsand  forty  thoufand  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  fuburbs. 

The  ground  plot  of  the  city  is  an  oblong  fquare,  about  one  mile  north  and  fouth,. 
and  two  miles  eaft  and  weft,  lving  in  the  narrowed  part  of  the  ifthmus  between  the 
Delaware  and  Schuylkill  rivers,  about  five  miles  in  a  right  line  above  their  conflu- 
ence. The  plain  is  fo  nearly  level,  except  upon  the  bank  of  the  Delaware,  that  art 
and  labour  were  neceftary  to  dig  common  fewers  and  water-courfes  in  many  places 
to  drain  the  ftreets.  In  the  beginning  of  this  fettlement  it  was  expected,  that  the  fronts 
on  both  rivers  would  be  firft  improved  for  the  convenience  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion, and  that  the  buildings  would. extend  gradually  in  the  rear  of  each,  until  they 
would  meet  and  form  one  town  extending  from  eaft  to  weft  :  but  experience  foon 
convinced  the  fettlers,  that  the  Delaware  front  was  alone  fufficient  for  quays  and 
landing  places,  and  that  the  Schuylkill  lay  at  too  great  a  dirrance  to  form  part  of  the 
town  on  its  banks  ;  whence  it  followed  that  the  town  increafed  northward  and  fouth- 
ward  of  the  original  plot,  on  the  Delaware  front,  and  now  occupies  a  fpace  near  three 
miles  in  length,  north  and  fouth,  while  the  buildings  in  the  middle,  where  they  are 
moft  extended,  do  not  reach  a  mile  from  the  Delaware. 

The  city  has  been  twice  incorporated,  and  the  limits  thereof  reftrained  to  the  ob- 
long, originally  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  without  including  the  northern  or  Sbu- 
thern  fuburbs.  This  plot  is  interfered  by  a  number  of  ftreets  at  right  angles  with 
each  other,  nine  of  which  run  eaft  and  weft  from  Delaware  to  Schuylkill,  and  twen- 
ty three  north  and  fouth,  crofting  the  firft  at  right  angles,  forming  one  hundred  and 
eighty  four  fquares  of  lots  for  buildings.  The  ftreets  running  eaft  and  weft  are  named, 
("except  High  ftreet,  near  the  middle  of  the  city)  from  the  trees  found  in  the 
country  upon  the  arrival  of  the  colony  :  Pine,  Saftafras,  Mulberry,  High,  Chefnut, 
Walnut,  Spruce,  Pine,  and  Cedar  ftreets.-,  and  thofe  running  north  and  fouth,  from 
their  numeral  order,  Front,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  &c.  to  Broad  ftreet,  which  is- 
midway  between  the  two  rivers.  In  deeds  and  other  defcriptive  writings  which  re- 
quire exactnefs,  thefe  Streets  have  the  Delaware  or  Schuylkill  prefixed  to  their  nume- 
ral names,  to  diftinguifh  which  they  belong  to  •,  as  Delaware  Second  ftreet.  &c.  butv 
as  there  are  very  few  buildings  weftward  of  Broad  ftreet,this  addition  is  never  made 
in  common  conversation  •,  but,  when  they  are  named,  they  are  understood  of  the  De.* 
laware  front,  unlefs  Schuylkill  be  added. 
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Of  thefe,  High  ftreet  is  one  hundred  feet,  Broad-ftreet  one  hundred  and  thirteen, 
Mulberry  fixty,  and  all  the  others  fifty  feet  wide.  Within  the  improved  parts  of  the 
city,  they  are  paved,  with  pebble  flones,  in  the  middle,  which  ufiully  contains  three 
fifths  of  the  whole  bread:h,and  on  each  fide  with  bricks  ;  between  the  brick  and  (lone 
pavements,  are  gutters,  pived  with  brick,  to  carry  off  the  water,  and  the  foot- ways 
are  defended  from  the  approach  of  carriages,  by  rows  of pofts  placed  without  the  gut- 
ters, at  the.  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  from   each  other. 

Befides  the  forementioned  main  ftreets,  there  are  manv  others  not  originally  laid 
down  in  the  plot,  the  mod  public  of  which  are  Water  ftreet and  Dock  ftreet.  Water- 
ftreet  is  thirty  feet  wide,  running  below  the  bank  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty  feet 
eaftward  from  and  parallel  to  Front-ftrest-,  extending  from  the  north  line  of  the  city, 
fouthward  to  the  bridge  over  the  dock,  which  was  formerly  a  draw-bridge,  and  re- 
tains  that  name  in  common  ufe,  although  it  was  converted  into  a  ftone-arch  above 
thirty  years  fince  ;  from  the  bridge  it  is  forty  feet  wide  in  a  right  line  to  Pine-ftreet, 
and  leaves  a  row  of  houfes  without  yards,  on  the  bank,  in  its  whole  length,  between 
it  and  Front  ftreet  :  fouthward  of  Pine-ftreet,  there  is  an  offset  of  about  eighty  feet 
eaftward,  and  rheftreet  from  thence  to-  Cedar  ftreet  is  forty-five-  feet  wide,  and  called 
Penn-ftreet.  This  ftreet,  in  the  original  plan,  was  intendedonly  for  a  cart  way,  to  ac- 
commodate the  wharves  and  ftores  to  be  erected  under  the  bank,  and  not  to  rife  more 
than  four  feet  above  it,  fo  as  to  leave  the  river  open  to  the  view  from  the  weft-fide  of 
Front  ftreet  ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  foon  convinced  that  the  ground,  on  both 
ftreets,  was  too  valuable  to  be  kept  unimproved,  in  any  degree,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
a  profpecl-,  and  it  is  clofely  built  with  lofty  houfes  (except  a  very  few  vacancies  here 
and  there)  throughout  the  whole  front  on  both  fides,  and  commodious  wharves  are 
extended  into  the  river,  at  which  the  largeft  fhips,  that  ufe  the  port,  can  lie  in  fafety 
to  difcharge  and  receive  their  cargoes  ;  and  are  defended  from  the  ice  in  winter,  by 
the  piers,  made  of  logs,  extending  into  the  river,  funk  with  ftone  and  fiiled  with 
earth,  fo  as  to  be  equally  firm  with  the  main  land. 

Dock  ftreet' is  the  only  crooked  ftreet  in  the  city  ;  beginning  at  the  bridge  in  Front- 
ftieet,  extending  northweftward  in-a  ferpentine  tract,  through  two  fquares,  acrofs  Se- 
cond and  Walnut  ftreets,  and  terminating  at  third  ftreet;  another  branch  of  it  extends- 
fquth  weft  ward  acrofs  Spruce  Greet,  and  terminates  at  Second -ftreet.  The  ground  oc- 
cupied by  this  ftreet,  and  by  an  open  fpace  between  it  and  Spruce  ftreet  below  the 
bridge,  was  formerly  a  fwamp,  and  was  given  by  William  Penn  to  the  corporation, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  city  ;  it  was  intended  as  a  place  to  dig  a  bafon  and  docks  to  fhelter 
the  /hipping:  but  experience  proved  that  fhips  could  be  defended,  from  the  ice,  by 
the  piers  extended  into  the  river,  and  that  tliedock  could  not  be  kept  clean,  but  at  an 
expenfe  far  beyond  its  utility,  wherefore  it  was  neglected  till  it  beca  ne  a  nuifance,. 
offenfive  to  the  fmell  and  injurious  to  the  health-  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was,  by  a6t 
of  aflembly,  ordered  to  be  arched  over  and  covered  with  earth,  whereby  the  city  ac 
quired  a  beautiful  ftreet,  more  than  one  hundred  feet  in  breadth  towards  the  water, 
and  not  lefs  than  ninety  in  the  narroweft  part. 

The  number  of  the  ftreets,  lanes  and  alleys,  laid  out  by  the  owners  of  the  lots,  before' 
thev  were  built  on,  is  too  great  to  be  enumerated  here  •,  there  being  fcarce  a  fquare 
that  is  not  inierfe&ed  by  one  or  more  of  them  ■,  fome  of  them,  continued  in  a  light 
line  through  feveral  fquares,  and  fo  fpecious  as  to  be  eafily  miftaken  for  main  ftreets  ; 
others  only  through  one  iquare. 

The  common  council  c-mfifts  of  two  branches  •,  fifteen  aldermen  are  chofen  by  the 
freeholders,  to  continue  in  office  forfeven  years  ;  they  choofe  arecorder  from  the  citi- 
zens at  larcre,  for  feven  years,  and  a  mayor  from  their  own  number  for  one  year. 
Thirty  common  council  men  are  chofen  by  the  citizens  at  large,  entitled  to  vote  for 
reprefentatives  in  affembly,  to  continue  in  office  for  three  years.  Eight  aldermen  and. 
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fixteen  common  courfcilmen  form  a  quorum  or  board,  to  transact  bufinefs,    at  which 

the  mavorcr  recorder  prefides,  they  fit  and  deliberate  together,  but  no  act  is  legai 
unfefs  a  majority  of  the  aldermen,  a  majority  of  the  common- councilmen  prefent,  and 
the  mayor  or  recorder  concur. 

A  city  court  is  held  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  four  times  a  year,  and 
has  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  committed  within  the  city. 

A  court  of  aldermen  having  cognizance  of  debts  above  forty  ihillmgs,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  pounds,  is  held  every  week,  beginning  on  Monday  .morning,  and  fitting 
by  adjournments  until  the  bufinefs  of  the  week  is  is  finifned. 

Each  alderman  has  feparate  cognizance  of  debts  under  forty  millings.  .  _  , 
The  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  city  and  fuburbs  (including  the  diftrict  of 
fouthwark'and  the  compactly  built  part  of  the  northern  liberties,  _  which,  to  every 
purpofe  but  as  to  their  government,  are  confidered  as  parts  of  the  city)  was  found,  by 
the  iatecenfus,  to  be  forty- two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  number  of 
houfes  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  aiid  fifty-one,  and  ftores  or  workfhops  four  hundred 
and  fifteen. 

The  houfes  for  public  worship  are  numerous,  and  are  as  follow  :  the  friends  or 
quakers,  have  five*  ;  the  prefbyterians  and  fecedets,  fix:  the  epifcopaliaas,  three;  the 
German  Lutherans,  two:  the  German  Calvinifts,  one:  the  catholics,  three:  the 
Swedifh  Lutherans,  onef:  the  Moravians,  one:  the  baptifts,  one:  the  univerfal  bap, 
tifts,  one:  the  methodifts,  two:  the  Jews,  one:  the  univerfalifts,  one:  and  the  Afri- 
cans, one  :  this  was  built  by  the  fubfcription  of  thofe  citizens  who  confidered  a  fepa- 
rate houfe  of  worfhip  beneficial  to  this  race.  Clergymen  of  various  profeiTions  preach 
in  it:  as  yet  regular  teachers  of  their  own  colour  are  wanting.  It  was  opened  this 
fumrnex. 

The  ether  public  buildings  in  this  city,  befi.ies  the  univerfity  and  college  already 
mentioned,  are  the  following,  viz.  a  ftate  houfe  and  offices,  two  city  court-houfes,  a 
county  court  houfe,  the  philofophical  fociety's  hall,  a  difpenfiiry,  an  hofpital,  and  of- 
fices, an  alms-houfe,  three  incorporated  banks,  two  dramatic  theatres,  a  public  library; 
medical  theatre  and  laboratory,  three  brick  market-houfes,  a  iifh-  market j  a  public 
jail,  a  houfe  of  correction,  &c. 

The  ftate  houfe  in  Chtfnu:  ftreet,between  Fifth  and  Sixth  flreets, was  erected  as  ear- 
ly as  1735,  within  fifty -three  years  after  the  firft  European  cabin  was  built  in  Penn- 
fvlvania.  Its  architecture  is,  in  this  refpect,  jufily  admired.  The  ftate-hcufe  yard  is  a 
neat,  elegant,  and  fpacious  public  walk,  ornamented  with  rows  of  trees  j  but  a  high 
brick  wall,  which  enclofes  it,  limits  the  profpect. 

In  1787,  an  elegant  court-houfe  was  erected  on  the  weft  of  the  ftate-houfe,  and,  on 
the  eaft,  the  town  hall  or  new  court  houfe,  and  a  philofophical  hall.  Oppofite  thefe 
is  the  library.   Thefe  add  rnuch  to  the  beauty  of  the  fquare. 

South  of  the  ftate  houfe  is  the  public  jail,  built  of  ftone.  Ithas  a  ground  half  ftory, 
and  two  ftories  above  it.  Every  apartment  is  arched  with  ftone,  againft  fire  and 
force.  It  is  a  hollow  fquare,  one  hundred  feet  in  front,  and  is  the  neateft  and  mo  ft 
fecure  building  of  the  kind  in  America.  To  the  jail  is  annexed  a  work-houfe,  with 
yards  to  each,  to  feparate  the  fexes,  and  criminals  from  the  debtors.  There  have  lately 
been  added  apartments  in  the  yards  for  folitaj-y  confinement  of  criminals,  according 
to  the  new  penal  code.  Of  four  thoufand  and  fixty  debtors,  and  four  thoufand  cri- 
minals, who  were  confined  in  this  jail,  between  the  28th  of  September  1780,  and 
the  5th  of  September  1790,  only  twelve  died  a  natural  death. 

*  One  of  thefe  houfes  is  for  those  quakers  who  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  country  in  the 
late  war,  contrary  to  the  eltabliflied  principles  of  the  friends.  They  call  tbernfelvesyr^  quakers. 
+  This  is  the  oldeft  church  ;  it  Hands  on  the  river,  in  Southwark. 
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The  German  church,  lately  erected,  is  one  of  the  moft  elegant  cfeutCrlfes  In  America. 
Mr.  D.  Taneberger,  one  of  the  united  bretheren's  fociety,  at  Litiz,  a  great  mechani- 
cal genius,  has  completed  and  erected  a  large  organ  for  this  church. 

The  market-houfe,  in  Highftreet,  is  hardly  exceeded  by  any  market  whatever,  in 
•extent,  neatnefs,  variety  and  abundance  of  provisions. 

There  are  two  other  market- houfes  in  the  city  \  one  north  in  Callowhifl  ftreet, 
the  other  fouth  in  Second  ftreet. 

•  The  new  theatre,  in  Chefnut  ftreet,  near  the  ftate  houfe,  is  large  and  convenient, 
at  was  finifned  in  1793.  Further  weft  is  a  fpacious  building,  intended  for  the  accom-' 
modation  of  the  preudent  of  the  united  ftates,  but  not  yet  finished. 

The  city  is  provided  with  a  number  of  public  and  private  charitable  inftitutions  ; 
among  which  is,  the  houfe  of  employment,  a  large  commodious  building,  where 
the  poor  of  the  city,  and  fome  adjoining  townfliips,  are  fuppoi  ted  and  employed  in 
coarfe  manufactures,  to  aid  in  defraying  their  expenfcsj  under  the  care  cf  the  oyer- 
feers  and  guardians  of  the  poi:r,  who  area  corporate  body,  created  for  this  purp.ofc 
by  act  of  aiTembly,  with  a  power  to  lay  taxes  for  its  further  fupport. 

The  quakers'  almshoufe  is  fupported  by  the  fociety,  for  the  ufe  of  its  own  poor  •, 
it  is  divided  ihto, a  number  of  feparate  houfes  and  rooms  for  families  or  fingle  per- 
rons who  have  fallen  rinto  decay  xt  moft  of  them  contribute,  by  their  induftry,  towai  ds 
their  own  fupport  ;  but  are  fupplied  with  whatever  their  induftry  falls  fhort  of  pro-, 
curing,  by  a  committee  of  the  fociety  ;  and  live  more  comfortably  than,  many,  who, 
in  full  health,  and  unhurt  by  accident,  provide  for  their  own  fubfiftence.  There  is  a, 
considerable  garden  belonging  to  this  houfe,  from  which  the  city  is  fupplied,  at  very 
moderate  prices,  with  almoft  every  kind  of  medicinal  herbs  common  to  the  climate. 

A  houfe, founded  by  the  late  Dr.  John  Kearftey,  thedder,for  the  fupport  of  twelve 
elderly  widows,  of  the  proteftant  epifcopal  communion,  in  which  a  number  of  per- 
fons  of  that  defcription,  who  have  feen  better  days, are  very  comfortably  and  decentl.v 
•provided  for. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  humane  fociety,  and  the  various  focieties  for  the  re- 
lief of  emigrants. 

Seminaries  of  learning  are  eftablifhed  upon  the  moft  enlarged  and  liberal  principles, 
of  which  the  principal  is  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania. 

Almoft  every  religious  fociety  has  one  or  more  fchools  under  its  immediate  direc- 
tion, for  the  education  of  its  own  youth  of  both  fexes,  as  -well  of  the  rich,  who  aca 
able  to  pay,  as  of  the  poor,  who  are  taught  and  provided  with  books  and  ftatiynary 
gratis  ;  befides  which,  there  are  a  number  of  private  ichools  under  the  direction  of 
mafters  and  miftrcfles,  independent  of  any  public  body  ;  and  there  arefeveral  private 
academies  for  the  inftruction  of  young  ladies  in  all  the  branches  of  polite  literature, 
fuitable  to  the  fex.  There  is  no  individual,  whofe  parents  or  guardians,  mafter  or 
miftrefs,  will  take  ,the  trouble  to  apply,  but  will  be  admitted  into  fome  one  of  thefe 
fchools;  and,  if  they  are  unable  to  pay,  will  be  taught  gratis. 

The  African  fchools,  into  which,  flaves  as  well  as  free  perfons,  of  whatever  age,of 
both  fexes,  are  admitted  gratis,  and  taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  &c.  Thefe 
fchools  are  particularly  foftered  by  the  friends,  who  took  the  firft  lead  in  the  caufe  of 
the  Africans.-  The  legacy  of  the  late  benevolent  Anthony  Benezet,  donations  from 
England,  and  occafional  charities  from  the  citizens,  are,  with  the  regular  aid  of  the 
fociety  before  mentioned,  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  thefe  fchools. 

Sunday-fchools,  for  the  inftruction  of  children  who  would  otherwife  fpend  that  day 
in  idleness  or  mifchief,  have  lately  been  inftituted,  and  have  a  tendency  to  amend  the 
morals  and  conduct  of  the  rifing  generation. 

The  public  library  of  Philadelphia  is  a  moft  ufeful  inftitution  :  it  contains  near  ten 
thoufand  volumes,  well  felected,  for  the  information  and  improvement  of  all  ranks  of 
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the  citizens.  They  are  depofited  in  an  elegant  building  lately  erected,  in  a  modern 
ftile  ;  and  are  acceftible  every  day  in  the  week,  except  Sunday.  The  company  confifts 
of  fome  hundreds  of  proprietor?. incorporated  by  ch..rrer..who  pays  ten  fhillings  annu- 
ally for  the  purcha-f  :■  of'  new  bocks  ana  defraying  incidental  expenies  :  twelve  direc- 
tors are  annually  chofen,  wrio  manage  rhe  concerns  of  the  company,  and  keep  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  Europe,  f, om  whence  they  are  regularly  fupplied  with  new  publica- 
tions of  reputation  and  merit.  The  Loganian  libra;  v  is  now  incorporated  with  it, 
This  preciou*  collection  bfcfaflfcal  works, and  rare  b-oksof  ant:quity  in  various  kinds, 
wss  bequeathed  to  the  citizens  by  Jumes  Logan,  fecrcary  of  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment. 

A  mufeum  was  commenced  fome  years  ago  by  Mr  Peale,  and  has  now  a  grear  and 
various  collection  of  American  and  foreign  fpecimens  ;  as,  four  hundred  fpecies  of 
birds,  feme  living  animals,  &c.   It  is  kept  in  the  hall  of  the  philofophical  fociety. 

South"  ark  will  fr  on  be  paved, and  then  lighted  with  lamps.  Two  ah'ociated  compa- 
nies watch  againft  dangers  from  me. 

The  police  of  the  port  extends  to  theinfpection  of  flour,  and  condemns  whatever  is 
not  perfect  in  its  kind  ;  through  various  qualities,  more  or  lefs  fine,  are  permitted,  and' 
properly  marked.   Tne  phiiadelphians  prudently    acqniefce  in  a  mtafure  fo  necelTary- 
tor  the  reputation  of  a  ftaple  commodity,  which  is  annually   exported  to  the  amount 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufar.d  barrels. 

Few  cities  can  boaftof  more  ufefu!  improvements  in  manufactures,  in  the  mechanical 
arts, in  the  art  of  healing,and  particularly  in  the  fcienceof  humr!nity,than  Philadelphia. 
The  bank  of  North  America,  eftablifhed  in  the  year  1781— that  of  the  united 
ftates,  in  17^2-^ — and  that  of  Pennfylvania,  in  1793,  give  a  great  fpring  to  the 
trade  of  the  city.  Philadelphia  will  for  feveral  years,  continue  to.  be  the  feat  of  the  fe- 
deral government.  Congrefs  are  accommodated  with  apartments  in  the  two  new- 
court- homes.     The  national  mint  is  alfo  eflabiifhed  here. 

The  environs  of  Philadelphia,  between  the  two  rivers,  are  finely  cultivated.  In  the- 
northern  aie  Kenimgton,  near  the  fuburbs  on  Delaware,  noted  for  fbip-building  ; 
Germantown,  a  populous,  neat  village,  with  two  German  churches  ;  and  Fankfort, 
another  pretty  village;  both  within  feven  miles  ;  befides  many  country  feats.  In  the- 
feuth  is  Derby,  a  fmall,  pleafant  borough,  above  feven  miles  diftant  -,  and,  on  Schuyl- 
kill, four  miles  from  the  city,  the  botanical  garden  of  meflis.  Bartram.  In  the  weft, 
on  the  fame  river,  eighteen  acres  of  ground  have  been  lately  deftined  for  a  public 
botanical  garden. 

The  borough  of  Lancafler  is  the  largeft  inland  town  in  the  united  ftates.  It  is  thc- 
featof  juftice  in  Lancafter  coun'-y,  and  itands  on  Coneftoga  creek,  fixty  fix  miles,  a 
little  north- weft  from  Philadelphia.  Its  trade  is  already  great  -,  and  mud  increafein 
proportion  as  the  furrounding  country  populates,  it  contains  about  feven  or  eight 
hundred  houfes,  and  about  five  thoufnnd  people. 

Carliflcis  the  feat  of  juftice  in  Cumberland  county,  and  is  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty miles  weftward,  with  one-fourth  of  a  degree  north  of  Philadelphia.  It  contains 
upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants  ;  has  more  than  three  hundred  ftone  houfe«, 
three  churches,  a  court  houfe,  and  a  co'lege.  Forty  years  ago  this  fpot  was  a  wilder- 
nefs,  and  inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  beaftsi  A  likeinftance  of  the  rapid  progreis 
of  the  arts  of  civilized  life  is  fearcelv  to  be  found  inhiftory. 

Pittsburg,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  three  hundred  and  twen- 
ty miles  weftward  of  Philacelphia.  is  beautifully  fuuated  on  a  large  plain,  which  is 
the  point  of  land  between  the  Allegany  and  Mcnongahela  river,  and  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  above  their  confluence,  in  latitude  4O0  26  north.'  It  contains  about  two. 
hundred  houfcs,  ftores,  and  (hops,  and  eight  or  nine  hundred  inhabitants.  The  fur- 
rounding  country  is  very  hilly,  but  good  land,  and  well    ftored  with  excellent  coal- 
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The  rivets  abound  with  fine  fifh,  fuch  as  pike,  pearch,  catfifh,  and  others  of  uncertain 
names. 

This  town  is  laid  out  ort  Pena's  plan,  and  is  a  thoroughfare  for  the  travellers  from 
the  eaftern  and  middle  ftates,  to  the  fettlements  on  the  Ohio. 

Sunbury,  the  county  town  of  Northumberland  county,  is  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  Sufquehannah  river,  juft  below  the  junction  of  the  eaft  and  weft  branches,  in  about 
latitude  40°  521,  and  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  north-weft  from  Phila- 
delphia.  It  contains  about  one  hundred  houfes. 

Bethlehem  is  fituated  on  the  river  Lehigh,  a  weftern  branch  of  the  Delaware,  fif- 
ty-three miles  north  of  Philadelphia  in  latitude  40  °  37'.  The  town  being  built  part- 
ly on  high,  rising  ground,  and  partly  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Monocaey,  (a  fine 
creek,  which  affords  trout  and  other  fifli)  has  a  very  pjeafant  and  healthy  fituation, 
and  is  frequently  vifited  in  thefummer  feafon  by  perfons  from  different  parts.  The 
profpect  is  not  extenfive,  being  bounded  very  Dear  by  the  chain  of  the  Lehigh  hilis. 
To  the  northward  is  a  tract  of  land  called  the  dry  lands. 

In  the  year  1787,  the  number  of  inhabitants  amounted  to  between  five  and  fix 
hundred,  and  the  houfes  were  about  fixty  in  number,  moftly  good  flrong  buildings 
ef  limeftone.  The  town  has  fince  considerably  increafed. 

Befides  the  church  or  public  meeting  hall,  there  are  three  large,  fpacious  buil- 
dings, viz. 

1.  The  fingle  brethren's  or  young  men's  houfe,  facing  the  main  ftreet  or  public 
road.  Here  the  greateft  part  ci:  the  finale  tradefmen,  journeymen,  and  apprentices 
of  the  town  are  boarde.1  at  a  moderate  rate,  under  the  infpection  of  an  elder  and 
warden  :  and  have,  befides  their  public  meetings,  their  houfe  for  morning  and  even- 
in  a-  devotions.   Different  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  houfe  for  the  benefit  of  the  fame.- 

2.  The  fingle  lifters*,  or  young  women's  houfe,  where  they  live  under  the  care  of 
female  infpectors.  Such  as  are  not  employed  in  private  families,  earn  their  bread 
moftly  by  fpinntng,  fewing,  fine  needle  work,  knitting,  and  other  female  occupations. 

The  ladies  are  at  liberty  to  go  about  their  bufinefs  in  the  town,  or  to  take  a  walk 
for  recreation  -,  and  fome  are  employed  in  private  families,  or  live  with  their  parents  : 
neither  are  they  bound  to  remain  fingle  :  for  every  year  fome  of  them  enter  into  the 
married  {late. 

As  to  their  almoft  uniform  drefs,  the  women  in  general,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding 
extravagance  and  the  follies  offafhion,  have  hitherto  retained  a  fimple  drefs,  intro. 
duced  among  them  in  Germany,  many  years  ago. 

3.  The  houfe  for  the  widows,  where  thofe  who  have  not  a  houfe  of  their 
own  or  means  to  have  their  own  houfe  furnifhed,  live  nearly  the  fame  way  as  do  the 
finHe  fifters  Such  as  are  poor,  infirm,  or  fuperannuated,  are  affifted  or  maintained 
by  the  congregation,  as  is  the  cife  with  other  members  of  the  fame,  that  are  not  able 
to  obtain  fubfiftence  for  thcmfelves. 

In  the  houfe  adjoining  the  church,  is  the  fchool  for  girls,  and,  fince  the  year  1787, 
a  boarding  fchool  for  young  ladies  from  different  parts,  who  are  instructed  in  read- 
inland  writing  (both  Englifh  and  German)  grammar,  arithmetic,  hiftory,  geo- 
graphy, needle-work,  mufic.  &c. 

The  minifter  of  the  place  has  the  fpecial  care  and  infpection  of  this  as  well  ?.s  of  the 
boys'  fchool,  which  is  kept  in  a  feparate  houfe,  fitted  for  that  purpofe,  where  are  taught 
reading  and  writing  in  both  languages,  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue,_  arith- 
metic, &c.  Thefe  fchools,  efpecially  that  for  the  young  ladies  are  defervedly  in  very 
high  repute,  and  fcholars,  more  than  can  be  accommodated,  are  offered  from  all  parts- 
of  the  united  ftates. 

The  ferry  ,acrofs  the  river,  is  of  fuch  particular  contrivance,  that  a  flat,  large  enough 
to  carry  a  team  of  fix  horfss,  runs  on  a  ftrong  rope,  fixed  and  ftretched  acrofe,  arid, 
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by  the  mere  force  of  the  ftream,  without  any  other  afliftance,  crofTes  the  river  back- 
wards and  forwards  ■,  the  flat  always  being  put  in  an  oblique  direction,  with  its  fore- 
inoft  end  verging  towards  the  line  defcribed  by  the  rope. 

The  greateft  part  of  (he  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  be- 
ing of  German  extraction,  this  language  is  more  in  ufe  than  the  Englifh.  The  latter, 
howe,ver,  is  taught  in  the  fchools,    and  divine  fervice  performed  in  both  languages. 

Nazareth  is  ten  miles  north  from  Bethlehem  and  fixty  three  north  from  Philadel- 
phia. It  is  a  tract  of  good  land,  containing  about  five  thoufand  acres,  purchafed  ori- 
ginally by  the  rev.  Mr.  George  Whitfield,  in  1740,  and  fold  two  years  after  to  the 
brethren.  The  town  was  laid  out  almoft  in  the  centre  of  this  trad,  in  1772.  Two 
ftreets  crofs  each  otherat  right  angles,  and  form  a  fquare  in  the  middle,  of  three  hun- 
dred and  tarry  by  two  hundred  feet.  The  largeft  building  is  a  ftone  houfe,  erected  in 
1755,  named  Nazareth-Hill,  ninety-eight  feet  by  forty- fix  long,  and  fifty-four  in 
height-  In  the  loweft  (lory  is  a  fpaeious  meeting-  hull,  or  chuvch.  The  upper  part  of 
the  "houfe  is  chi  fly  fitted  for  a  boarding  fc'aoal ';  where  youth,  from  different  parts, 
are  under  the  care  and  inflection  of  the  minifter  or  the  place  and  feveral  tutors  ;  and 
are  inftructed  in  the  Englifh,  German,  elements  of  the  Latin  and  French  languages  ; 
bcok.  keeping,  fur  veyi  tigs  and  other  practical  knowledge.  Another  good  building,  on 
.theeaft  fide  of  Nazareth  Hal!  is  inhabited  by  Angle  fillers,  who  have  the  fame  regu- 
lations and  mode  of  liy  ng  as  thofe  in  Bethlehem.  Be  fides  their  pi  incipal  manufactory 
for  fpinntng  and  twitting  cotton,  they  have  lately  begun   to  draw  wax  tapers. 

Litizisin  Lancafter  county,  and  Warwick  townfhip,  eight  miles  from  Lancafter, 
and  feventy  miles  weft  of  Philadelphia.  1  his  fettlement  was  begun  in  the  year  i/57. 
There  are  now,  befides  an  elegant  church,  and  the  houfes  of  the  fingle  brethren  and 
filters,  which  rorin  a  large  fquare,  a  number  of  houfes  for  private  families  with  a  ftore 
and  tavern,  all  in  one  ftreet.  There  is  alfo  a. good  farm  and  feveral  mill  works  belong- 
ing to  the  place.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  including  thofe  that  belong  to  Li;iz 
congregation,  living  on  their  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  amounted,  in  1787,  to  up- 
wards of  three  hundred. 

The  three  laft  mentioned  towns  are  fettled  chiefly  by  Moravians,  or  the  United 
Brethren. 

Reading,  the  capital  of  Berks  county,  is  diftant  about  fixty  miles  northweft  of 
Philadelphia,  in  latitude  4.0  °  42',  It  is  a  flourifhing  town,  chiefly  inhabited  bv  Ger- 
mans. An  elegant  Lutheran  church  was  erected  in  1793  In  its  vicinity  are  ten  fulling 
mills,  and  feveral  iron  works. :  in  the  whole  county  of  Berks  aie  live  furnaces,  and  as 
many  forgts. 

York  town,  diftant  nearly  eighty-eight  miles  weft,  4.0'  fouth,  from  Philadelphia, 
is  probably  next  to  Lancafter  in  importance.  It  is  inhabited  chiefly  by  Germans.  The 
Lutherans  and  Calvinifts  have  each  a  church  :    that  of  the  firft  is  elegant. 

Harrifburg,  zs  it  is  commonly  called,  but  legally  ftyled  Louifburg,  the  principal 
town  in  Dauphn  county,  is  a  very  flouriftiing  place,  about  one  hundred  miles  weft  by 
north  from  Philadelphia.  It  contained,  in  1789, one  hundrm  tnd  thirty  dwelling  houfes, 
a  ftone  jail,  and  a  German  chut  ch.  At  that  period,  it  had  been  fettled  but  about  three 
years. 

Washington,  three  hundred  miles  weft  of  Philadelphia,  and  beyond  the  Monon- 
gahela,  has  been  fettled  fince  the  war,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  variety  of  manu- 
factures, for  fo  young  and  interior  a  town.  It  has  above  thirty  manufacturers,  of 
twenty  two  different  kinds. 

Curious  springs.]  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Reading,  is  a  fpring  about  fourteen 
feet  deep,  and  about  one  hundred  feet  fquare.  A  full  mill  ftream  iflues  from  it.  The 
waters  are  clear  and  full  of  fiih.  From  appearances,  it  is  probable  that  this  fpring  is 
the  outlet  of  a  very  confiderable  river,  which,  a  mile  arid  an  half  or  two   miles  above 
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this  place,  finks  into  the  earth,    and   is  conveyed  to  this   outlet  in  a  fubterranean 
■channel. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  Pennfylvania,  there  is  a  creek  called  Oil  creek,  which 
empties  into  the  Allegany  river.  It  i (lues  from  a  fpring  on  the  top' of  which  floats 
an  oil,  fimilar  to  that  called  the  Barbados  tar  ■,  and  of  which  one  man  mav  gather 
feveral  gallons  in  a'day.  The  troops  fent  to  guard  the  weftern  pofts,  halted  at  this 
fpring,  collected  fome  of  the  oil,  and  bathed  their  joints  with  it.  This  gave  them 
great  relief  from  the  the  rheumatic  complaints  with  which  they  were  affected.  The  wa» 
ters  of  which  the  troops  drank  freely,  operated  as  a  gentle  cathartic. 
Remarkable  caves.]  There  are  three  remarkable  grottos  or  caves  in  this  ftate  ; 
one  near  Carliile,  in  Cumberland  county  ;  one  in  the  townfhip  of  Durham,  in  Buck?  < 
county,  and  the  other  at  Swetara,  in  Lancafter  countv.  The  latter  is  on  the  eaft  bant 
of  Swetara  river,  about  two  miles  above  its  confluence  with  the  Sufquehannah.  lis 
aperture  is  under  a  pretty  high  bank,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  wide,  and  from  fe- 
ven  to  ten  in  height.  You  enter,  by  a  gradual  defcent,  fo  low,  that  the  furface  of  the 
river  is  rather  higher  than  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  and  in  your  progrefs  pafs  through 
a  number  of  paflages  and  apartments  of  various  dimenfions,  fome  low  ?nd  narrow, 
others  very  high  and  fpacious,  vaulted  by  magnificent  canopies,  fretted  with  a  variety 
of  depending  petrifactions,  fome  of  which  are  drawn  to  a  great  length,  by  means  of 
the  conftant  exudation  and  accretion  of  petrifying  matter,  till  lolid  pillars  have  been 
gradually  formed.  Thefe  appear  as  fupports  to  the  roof,  which  is  of  folid  limeftone, 
perhaps  twenty  feet  thick.  Thirty  vears  ago,  there  were  ten  fuch  pillars,  each  fix  inches 
in  diameter,  and  fix  feet  high  ;  all  fo  ranged  that  the  place  they  enclofed  refembled 
a  fanctuary  in  a  Roman  church.  No  royal  throne  ever  exhibited  more  grandeur 
than  this  lufus  naturx.  The  refemblances  offeveral  monumentals  are  found  indented 
in  the  wal  s,  on  the  fides  of  the  cave,  which  appear  like  the  tombs  of  departed 
herors.  Sufpended  from  the  roof  is  "  the  bell"  (which  is  nothing  more  than 
a  fi one  projected  in  an  unufual  formj  fo  called  from  the  found  it  occafions  when 
Struck. 

Some  of  the  ftalactites  are  of  a  colour  like  fugar-candy,  and  others  refemble  loaf 
fugar ;  but  their  beauty  is  much  defaced  by  the  fmoke  of  the  torches  which  are 
frequently  employed  in  conducting  the  curious  traveller  through  this  gloomy  recefs. 
The  water  which  exudes  through  the  roof,  runs  down  the  declivity,  and  is  both  plea- 
fant  and  wholefome  to  drnk.  There  are  feveral  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  de- 
scending perpendicularly,  perhips  into  an  abyfs  below,  which  renders  it  dangerous 
to  walk  without  a  light.  At  the  end  of  the  cave  is  a  pretty  brook,  which,  after  a 
fhort  courfe,  lofes  itfelf  among  the  rocks.  Beyond  this  brook  is  an  outlet  from  the 
eave,  by  a  very  narrow  aperture.  Through  this  vapours  continually  pafs  outwards 
with  a  ftrong  current  of  air,  and  afcend,  refembling,  at  night,  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace. 
Part  of  thefe  vapours  and  fogs  appear,  on  afcending,  to  be  condenfed  at  the  head  of 
this  great  alembic,  and  the  more  volatile  parts  to  b;  carried  off  through  the  aperture 
communicating  with  the  exterior  air  beforementioned,  by  the  force  of  the  air  in  its 
paflage. 

Constitution]  The  fupreme  executive  power  of  the  commonwealth  is  verted  in 
a  governor ;  the  legiflative,  in  a  general  affsmbly.  confiding  of  a  fenate  and  houfe  of 
reprefentatives.  The  governor  is  chofen  for  three  years  but  cannot  hold  his  office 
more  rhan  nine  years  in  twelve.  A  majority  of  votes  makes  a  choice.  The  reprefen- 
tatives are  elected  for  one  year,  the  fenators  for  four.  The  latter  are  divided  into 
four  claffes.  The  time  of  one  clafs  expires  each  year,  whofc  feats  are  then  filled  by 
new  elections.  Each  county  choofes  its  reprefentatives  feparately.  The  fenators  are 
chofen  in  diftricts  formed  by  the  legiflature.  There  is  to  be  an  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants once  in  feven  years.    The  number  of  fenators  and  reprefentatives   is,  after 
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*ach  enumeration,  to  be  fixed  by  tbe  legiflarure,  and  apportioned  among  the  fevera! 
counties  and  diftricts,  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants.  There  can  be 
rever  fewer  than  fixty,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  reprefentatives.  The  number  of 
fenators  cannot  be  lefs  than  one-fourth  nor  greater  than  one  third  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives. The  elections  are  held  on  the  fecoqd  T.uefday  of  October.  The  general  alTem- 
bly  meets  on  the  flrft  Tuefday  of  December,  in  each  year,  unlefs  fooner  convened  by 
the  governor.  A  majority  of  each,  houfe  makes  a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs,  and  a  lefs 
number  may  adjourn  from  day  to' day,  .and  compel  the  attendance  of  members.  Each- 
houfe  choofes  its  fpeakerand  other  officers,  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  its  members, 
and  eftablifhes  the  rules  of  its  proceedings.  Impeachments  are  made  by  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  and  tried  by  the  fenate.  All  bills  for  raifing  revenue  originate  in  the 
lower  houfe,  but  the  fenate  may  propofe  amerdment3,  The  fenators  and  reprefenta- 
tives are  free  from  arrefts,  while  attending  the  public  bufmefs,except  in  cafes  of  trea- 
fon,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace  ;  and  are  not  liable  to  be  queftioned  concerning 
any  thing  faid  in  public  debate.  They  are  compenfated  out  of  the  public  treafury, 
from  which  no  money  can  be  drawn,  but  in  confequence  of  appropriation  by  law. 
The  icurnals  of  both  houfes  are  published  and  their  doors  kept  open,  unlefs  the  bufi- 
nefs requirefecrecy.  All  bills  which  have  paffed  both  houfes,  muft  be  reprefented  to  the 
r  jyernor.  If  he  approve,  he  muft  fign  them  -,  but  if  he  do  rot  approve,  he  muft  re- 
turn  them  within  ten  days,  with  his  objections,  to  the  houfe  in  which  they  originate. 
No  bill,  fo  returned,  fliail  become  a  law,  unlefs  it  be  re  paffeu  by  two  thirds  of  both* 
-houfes.  The  governor  is  commander  in  chief  of  the  military  force,  may  remit  fines- 
and  forfeitures,  and  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment  ; 
may  require  information  from  all  executive  officers  ;  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 
convene  the  general  affembly,a;-,d  adjourn  it,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  four  months, 
in  cafe  the  two  branches  cannot  agree  on  the  time  themfelves.  He  muft  inform  the 
general  affembly,  of  the  ftate  of  the  commonwealth  •,  recommend  fuch  meafures  as  he 
fliaJljudge  expedient  •,  and  fee  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed  In  cafe  of  vacant 
cy  in  the  office  of  governor,the  fpeaker  of  the  fenate  exercifes  that  office.  The  judicial- 
power  is  veftedina  fupreme  and  inferior  court,  the  judges  of  which,  and  jvftic  c  of 
the  peace,  are  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  commiffioned  during  good  behaviour  j 
but  are  removeable  on  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes.  The  other  officers  of  the  ftate  are 
appointed,  fcme  by  the  governor,  fome  by  the  general  afTembly.and  fome  by  the  peo- 
ple. The  qualifications  for  an  elector  are  twenty-one  years  of  age,two  years'  refidence, 
and  payment  of  taxes.  They  are  privileged  from  arrefts  in  civil  actions,while  a' tend- 
ing elections.  Thofe  for  areprefentativeare,  twenty-one  years  of  age, and  three  ye::rs 
inhabitancy.  For  a  fenator,  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  four  years  inhabitancy.  For 
a  governor,  thirty  years  of  age,  and  (even  years  inhabitancy.  The  governor  can 
hold  no  other  office  ;  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  none,  but  of  nt;«rney  at  law 
and  in  the  militia.  No  perfen,  holding  an  office  of  truft  or  profit  under  the  united 
ftates,  can  hold  any  office  in  this  ftate,  to  which  a  falary  is  by  law  annexed.  All  tha' 
officers  of  the  (fare  are  liable  to  impeachments,  and  are  bound  by  oath,  or  affirmation- 
to  fupport  the  conftitution,  and  perform  the  duties  of  their  offices. 

The  declaration  of  rights  afferts  the  natural  freedom  and  equality  of  ail  -.—liberty 
of  confeience  •,  freedom  of  elections  and  of  the  prefs  ;  fubordination  of  the  military 
to  the  civil  power  ;  trial  by  jury  ;  fecurity  from  unreafonable  fearches  and  feizures  -, 
a  right  to  an  equal  diftribution  of  juftice  •,  to  be  heard  in  criminal  profecutions  ;  to 
petition  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances  ;  to  bear  arms  ;  and  to  emigrate,  from  the  ftate, 
it  declares  that  all  power  is  inherent  in  ths  people,  and  that  they  may,  at  any  time, 
alter  their  forms  of  government-,  that  no  perfon  fhall  be  obliged  to  maintain  religious- 
worfhip,  or  fupport  any  miniftrv  ;  that  all  perfons  believing  in  the  being  of  a  God*. 
and  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifhrnents,  are  eligible  to  offi.ee  •■,  that  laws  cannot 
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hz  tufpended  but  by  the  legifhture ;  that  al!  perfois  fhall  be  haiiibie,  unless  for  capi- 
tal offence?,  when  the  proof  is  evident,  or  prtfumption  ftrong;  that  every  debtor  (hall 
be  releafed  from  prifon,  on  delivering  his  eflate  to  his  creditors,  according  to  law,  ex- 
cept there  be  ftrong  prefumption  of  fraud  ;  that  the  privileges  cf  the  writ  ©f  habeas 
corpus  (hall  not  he  fufpended,  but  in  trme  of  rebellion  or  public  darccr  ;  thatfto<?v 
pod  fatto  law  (hall  be  mnde  ;  that  r.o  perfon  (h all  be  attainted  by  the  legislature,  cr  for- 
feit his  efta'e  for  longer  term  than  his  own  life-,  that  no  tide  of  nobility,  or  hereditary 
distinction,  (hall  ever  be  granted. 

The  foregoing  constitution  was  ratified  in  I  790. 

Among  other  uftful  lav/3  of  this  (bate,  of  a'public  rature,  are,  one,  that  declares  all 

'rivers  and  creeks  to  be  highways-— a  law  for    the  emancipation  of   negroes,    already 

mentioned — a  law  commuting  hard  labour  during  a  long  term  of  years,  for  death,  ss  a 

.puniShment  for  many  crimes  which  are  made  capital  by  the  laws  of  England.  Murder, 

.  arfen,  and  one  or  two  other  crimes,  are  yet  punifhable  with  death. 

New  inventions.]  Thtfe  have  been  numerous  andufeful.  Among  others  are  the 
following  :  A  r.ew  model  cf  the  planetary  worlds,  by  Dr.  Rittenhcufe,  commonly, 
but  improperly  called  an  orrery — a  quadrant,  by  mr.  Godfrey,  called  by  the  plagiary 
name  of  Hadley's  quadrant — a  (team-boat,  fo  constructed,  that  by  the  affifrance  of 
(team,  operating  on  certain  machinery  within  the  boat,  it  moves  with  considerable 
rapidity  againSt  the  (bream,  without  the  aid  of  hands.  MeiTis.  Fitcbrand  RumO.y  have 
'contended  with  each  other  for  the  honour  of  this  invention.  Other  difcoveries  may 
'be  feen  in  the  philofophical  tranfaetions.  Dr  Franklin,  the  great  improver  of  eleclri- 
city,  'had  frill  greater  merit  as  a  promoter  of  general  ufeful. knowledge  :  .  a  Statue  of 
him  adorns  the  front  or  the  Philadelphia  library. 

■History.]  Pennfylvania  was  granted  by  king  Charles  11.  to  William  Perm,  fen 
crf'the  famous  admiral  Perm,  in  consideration  of  his  father's  fervices  to  the  crown.'* 
Mr.  Perm's  petition  for  the  grant,  was  prefented  to  ihe  king  in  16S0  ;  and  after  con- 
siderable delays,  occafioned  by  lord  Baltimore's  agent,  who  apprehended  it  might  in- 
terfere withrhe  Maryland  patent,  the  charter  of  Pennfylvania  received  the  royal  fig- 
nature  on  the  fourth  of  March,  1682.  Tofecurehistitleagair.il;  all  claims,  and  prevent 
future  altercation,  mr.  Penn  procured  aquit  claim  deed  from  the  duke  of  York,  of 
•all  the  lands,  covered  by  his  own  patent,  to  whkh  the  duke  could  have  the  leaft  pre. 
'tendons.  This  deed  bears  date,  Auguft  2  1, 1682.  On  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  ha 
-obtained,  from  the  duke,  by  deed  of  feoffment,  Newcastle,  with  twelve  miles  of  the 
•adjacent  territory,  and  the  lands  foiith  to  the  Hoarkills.  In  December  following,  mr. 
Penn  effected  anunion  of  the  lower  counties  with  the  province  of  Pennfv!  vania.-p 

The  firft  frame  of  government  for  Pennfylvania,  is  dated  in  1682.  By  this  form,  all 
legislative  powers  were  veiled  in  the  governor  and  freemen  of  the  province  in  the  pro- 
vincial council,  and  a  general  affembfy. '  The  council  was  to  confift  of  Seventy- two 
members,  chofen  by  the  freemen  •,  of  which  the  governor;  or  his  deputy  ,  was  perpe- 
tual prefident,  with  a  treble  vote.  One-third  of  this  council  went  out  of  office  every 
year,  and  their  fea:s  were  fupplied  by  new  elections. 

The  general  affembly  was  at  (lift  to  confift  of  all  the  freemen — afterwards  of  two 
hundred,  and  nev^r  to  exceed  five  hundred. 

In  1683.  mr.  Penn  offered  another  frame  of  government,  in  which  the  number  of 
^representatives  was   reduced,  and  the  governor  vetted  with  a  negative  upon  all  bills, 

*  A  lai^e  deist  was  due  from  the  crown  to  mr. Penn,  apart  of  which  he  offered  to  remit,  on  con- 
dition he  obtained  hi")  grant.  This,  whatever  benevolent  motives  are  held- out  to  the  woild.^niuft 
■  have  b'een'a'principal  confidcration  with  the  king  in  making  the  grant. 
+  See  Dr.  Franklin'*  hiftorical  review  of  the  conftitutioh  and  government  of  Pennfylvania,  p.  16, 
Vol,  -II.  ,5  Z 
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parted  in  affembly.  Byfeveral  fpecious  arguments,  the  people  were  perfuaded  to  accept 
this  fyftem. 

Not  long  after,  a  difpute  between  Mr.  Penn  and  lord  Baltimore,  required  the  for- 
mer to  go  to  England,  and  he  committed  the  administration  of  government  to  five 
commiffioners,  taken  from  the  council.  In  i686,Mr.  Penn  required  the  commifTicners 
to  diflblve  the  frame  of  government  ;  but  not  being  able  to  effect  his  purpofe,  he,  in' 
1 61 8,  appointed  capt.  John  Blackwell  his  deputy.  Fromthis  period  the  proprietaries 
ufually  refided  in  England,  and  administered  the  government  by  deputies,  who  were- 
devoted  to  their  interefts.  Jealoufies  arofe  between  the  people  and  their  governors, 
which  never  ceafed  till  the  late  revolution.  The  primary  caule  qfthefe  jealoufies,  was 
an  attempt  of  the  proprietary  to  extend  his  own  power,  and  abridge  that  of  the  af- 
fembly  ;  and  the  confequence  was,  incefiknt  difputes  and  difienfions  in  the  legiflature. 

In  1689,  governor  Bfackwell,  finding  himfelf  oppofed  in  his  views,  had  recourfe 
to  artifice,  and  prevailed  on  certain  members  of  the  council  tp  withdraw  themfelves: 
from  thehoufe  ;  thus  defeating  the  meafures  of  the  legiflature.*  The  houfe  voted 
this  to  be  treachery,  and  addreffed  the  governor  on  the  occaiion. 

In  1693,  the  king  and  queen  afiumed  the  government  into  their  own  hands.  Col, 
Fletcher  was  appointed  governor  of  New  York  and  Pennfylvania,  by  one  and  the  fame 
commiftion,  with  equal  powers  in  both  provinces.  By  this  commiflion,  the  number  of 
counfellors  in  Pennsylvania  was  reduced. 

Underthe  adminiftration  of  governor  Mirkham,  in  1 696,  a  new  form  of  govern- 
ment was  effablifhed  in  Pennfylvania  The  election  of  the  council  and  afiembly  now 
became  annual,  and  the  legiflature,  with  its  poweis  and  forms  of  proceeding,  was  new 
molddled. 

In  1699,  the  proprietary  arrived  from  England,  and  afiurned  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. While  he  remained  jn  Pennfylvania,  the  Uft  charter  of  privileges,  or  frame 
of  government,  which  continued  to  the  revolution,  was  agreed  upon  and  eftablifhed. 
This  was  completed  and  delivered  to  the  people  by  the  proprietary.  October  28,  1701, 
juft  on  his  embarking  for  England.  The  inhabtiants  of  the  territory,  as  it  was  then 
called,  or  the  lower  counties,  refufed  to  accept  this  charter,  and  thus  feparated  them- 
felves frcm  the  province  of  Pennfylvania.  They  afterwards  had  their  own  afiembly, 
in  which  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania  prcfided. 

In  September  1700,  the  Sufquehannah  Indians  granted  to  Mr.  Penn  all  their  lands 
on  both  fides  of  the  river.  The  Sufquehannah,  Shaw  nefe, and  Patomak  Indians,  howe-  ■ 
ver,  entered  into  articles  of  agreement  with  Mr.  Penn,  by  which,  on  certain  condi- 
tions of  peaceable  and  friendly  behaviour,  they  were  permitted  to  fettle  about  the 
head  of  Patomak,  in  the  province  of  Pennfylvania.  The  Coneftoga  chiefs  alfo,  in 
1 701,  ratified  the  grant  of  the  Sufquehannah  Indians?  made  the  precceding  year. 

In  1708,  Mr.  Penn  obtained  from  the  fachems  of  the  country  a  confirmation  of 
grants  made  by  former  Indians  of  all  the  lands  from  Duck  creek  to  the  mountains, 
und  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Sufquehannah.  In  this  deed,  the  fachems  declared 
"  that  they  had  feen  and  heard  read  divers  prior  deeds  whith  had  been  given  to  Mr. 
Penn,  by  former  chiefs." 

While  Mr.  Penn  was  in  America,  he  erected  Philadelphia  into  a  corporation.  The 
charter  was  dated:  October  25,  1701  •,  by  which  the  police  of  the  city  wasveftedin 
a  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  and  common  council,  with  power  to  enquire  into  trea- 
sons, murders,  and  other  felonies ;  and  to  enquire  into  and  punifh  fmaller  crimes. 
The  corporation  had  alfo  extenfive  civil  jurifdiction  •,  but  it  was  diflblved  atthe  late 
revolution,  and  Philadelphia  was  governed,  like  other  counties  in  the  ftate,  till  1759, 
When  it  was  again  incorporated. 
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By  the  favourable  terms  which  Mr.  Penn  offered  to  fettlers,'and  an  unlimited  to- 
leration of  all  religious  denominations,  the  increafe  of  the  population  of  the  province 
was  extremely  rapid.  Notwithstanding  the  attempts  of  the  proprietary,  or  his  go- 
vernors, to  extend  his  power,  and  accumulate  property  by  procuring  grants  from 
the  people,  and  exempting  his  lands  from  taxation,  the  government  was  generally 
mild,  and  the  burdens  of  the  people  by  no  means  appreffive.  The  felfifh  defigns  of 
the  proprietaries  were  vigorously  and  constantly  oppofed  by  the  affembly,  whofe 
firmnefs  preferved  the  charter  rights  of  the  province. 

At  the  revolution,  the  government  was  aboliShed.  The  proprietaries  were.abfent, 
and  the  people  by  their  reprefentatives,  formed  a  new  constitution,  on  republican 
principles.  The  proprietaries  were  excluded  from  all  mare  in  the  govemment,and  the 
iegiflature  offered  them  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  lieu  of  all  quit 
rents,  which  was  finally  accepted.  The  proprietaries,  however,  Still  poffefs,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, many  large  traces  of  excellent  land. 
•  The  constitution  eftablilhed  at  the  revolution  was  a  fource  of  party  fpirit.  The 
chief  objection  of  thofe  who  difapproved  it,  was  to  a  legislature  compofed  of  one 
branch.  This  party  was  Stiled  republicans—the  other,  conftitutionalifts.  Their  ef- 
forts were  inceffantly  exerted  to  render  each  other  odious  and  to  fruftrate  and  thwart 
the  meafures  brought  forward  by  their  opponents.  Truth  calls  on  us  to  declare,  that 
in  many  important  instances,  the  deareft  interests  of  the  community  were  facrififed  to 
gratify  the  fpirit  of  faction,  and  that  neither  party  could  lay  juSt  claim  to  an  exemptioa 
from  the  charge.  The  reins  of  government  were  alternately  poffefled  by  thefe  parties 
according  as  their  refpective  meafures  were  popular  or  otherwife.  At  length  the  repub- 
licans acquired  the  afcendancy,  and  the  constitution  underwent  an  alteration  that  af- 
iimilated  it  nearly  to  the  federal  constitution. 

At  prefent  the  State  enjoys  a  high  degree  of  profperity.  Her  population  has  greatly 
mcreafed.  Her  commerce  flourishes.  New  fettlements  are  fpreading  in  various  di- 
rections. 

In  the  year  1793,  Philadelphia  was  vifited  with  afevere  fcoarge,  the  yellow  fever, 
which  raged  with  uncommon  violence  for  above  three  months,  and  in  that  Short 
time  fwept  off  nearly  five  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  humane  efforts  of  a  committee 
of  health,  appointed  by  the  citizens,  were  highly  instrumental  in  diminishing  the 
calamity.  A  few  weeks  after  this  diforder  ceafed  to  rage,  the  trade  of  the  city  was 
reftored  in  a  manner  incredible  to  any  but  eye  witneffes. 

In  treating  of  the  affairs  of  the  united  States,  we  noticed  the  disturbances  in  the 
weftern  counties  of  Pennfylvania.  We  clofed  our  obfervations  with  the  humane  mea- 
sure, adopted  by  the  federal  and  Stftte  governments,  of  fending  commissioners  to  treat 
with  the  infatuated  men  who  violated  the  peace  and  laws  cf  their  country.  Since  the 
publication  of  that  part  of  our  work,  the  president  of  the  united  States  found  it 
neceffary  to  raife  a  considerable  body  of  militia,  to  reduce  the  infurgents  to  obedi- 
ence. He  accompanied  a  part  of  the  troops  as  far  as  Carlisle,  where  he  took  his  leave 
of  them  to  return  to  meet  congrefs,  and  entrufted  the  chief  command  of  the  expe- 
dition to  governor  Lee,  of  Virginia.  The  militia  advanced  as  far  as  Washington,  and 
met  with  no  opposition.  The  infurgents,  who  had  been  deluded  into  an  expectation 
that  the  militja'could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  oppofe  them,  made  not  the  fmalleft 
attempt  at  refiftance.  The  moft  criminal  fled  in  various  directions,  fome  down  the 
river  Ohio,  fome  into  the  Indian  country.  Others,  to  a  very  great  number,  have  been 
arretted,  fome  of  whom  are  ftill  in  prifon,  others  held  by  recognizance  to  Stand  trial. 
The  principal  part  of  the  army  has  returned,  and  been  received  by  their  fellow  citi- 
zens with  the  applaufes  their  meritorious  conduct  has  fo  juftly  earned.  A  felect  body 
«  to  be  Stationed  in  the  weftern  country,  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  djfturbances,  and 
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to  aid,  if  necerTary,  the  civil  power  in  carry  ingthe  laws  into  execution.  Theexeife  'lawy 
the  real  or  pretended  fource  of  all  the  difturbance,  is  enforced  ;  and  we  have  reafc.l 
to  hcpe  that  the  public  peace  will  be  no  more  difturbed  by  fimilar   outrages. 

To  conclude.  This  ciicirr.  fiance  which  appeared  pregnant  with  difhcnour  and  ca. 
lamity  to  the  American  nation,  is  likely  to  be  productive  of  folid  and  unexpected  ad- 
vantages. The  friends  of  republican  and  free  governments,  fee,  that  the  very  great 
degree  of  rational  liberty  which  our  conftitutions  impart  to  all  ckfiVs  of  citizens,  has 
not  at  all  diminiihed  the  energy  of  government  requifite  to  prefer-ve  the  peace  and 
impart  ci&nit>  to  the  laws.  The  enemies  of  liberty,  who  have  fo  elcquently  haran- 
gued on  the  imbecility  of  republics,  efpecially  in  fuch  extenfive  countries  "as  ourss 
muft  be  filent  after  the  prefent  happy  termination  of  infurrefticn  without  bloodshed 
—and  the  fears,  entertained  by  fo  many,  that  the  unwieldinefs  of  cur  r! ate  machine 
would  ultimately  be  the  caufe  of  its  difmemberme-nt,  are  totally  removed. 
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Situation  and  Extent. 

Miles." 
Length  ioo^I  betv,_„  f3«  °    29'  30'  and  39  o  54"  tf.  lat. 


Breadth  24J 


l_and  the  mer.  of  Philadelphia, and  o  °  40*W 


.Ion.  J 


Acres. 
1,200,000 


-r.  1    T>OUNDED  on  the  eaft,  by  the  river  and  bay  of  the 

Boundaries  and  name.       Kr  ,  ,,      1.  '.  '  r     , 

"  J     j|  J  fame  name,   and  the  Atlantic  ocean  ;  on  the  fouth, 

'by  a  line  from  Fenewick's  lfland,  in  latitude  38  °  29'  30",  drawn  weft  till  it  inter- 
feels  what  is  cemmonly  called  the  tangent  line,  dividing  it  from  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land ;  on  the  weft,  by  the  fame  tangent  line,  pafling  ncrthward  up  the  pcninfbla,  tilt 
it  touches  the  weftern  part  of  the  territorial  circle  •,  and  thence  on  the  north,  by  the 
faid  circle,  d^fcrrbed  by  a  rad'us  of  twelve  miles  about  the  town  of  New  Caftle. 

This  ftate  appears  to  have  derived  its  name  from  lord  Delaware,  who  completed 
the  fettlement  of  Viiginia. 

Civil  divisions  ]  This  ftate  is  divided  into  three  counties,  which  are  fubdivided 
into  hundreds. 


Counties. 
New  Caftle, 
Kent, 
•Ssflex, 


No. 


Inhab.  1790. 
19,686 
'i  8.920 
20,488 


Chief  Towns, 
New  Caftle. 
Dover. 
Lewes. 


Total 


59>°9* 


8887 


Before  the  revolution,  this  diftridt  of  country  was  denominated,  "  The  three  lover 
'  counties." 

Rivers  and  creeks.}  The  eaftern  fide  of  the  ftate  is  indented  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  creeks,  or  (mall  rivers,  which  generally  havea  ihort  courfe,  foft  banks,  nurre- 
rous  flaoals,  are  fkirted  with  very  extenfive  marfhes,  and  empty  into  the  riveV 
and  bay  of  Delaware,  In  the  fcuthern  and  weftern  parts  of  this  ftate,  fpring  the  head 
waters  ofpocoraoke,  Wicomico,  Nanticoke,  Chqptank,  Chefter,  Saflafras,  and  Bo- 
hemia riv:rs,  all  falling  into  the  Chefapeak'  bay  .and  fome  of  them  navigable  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  into  the  country,  for  veffels  of  fifty  or  fixty  tons. 
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Public  improvements.]  Juft  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a  work  of 
considerable  importance  was  begun  at  Lewes,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  ftate,  viz. 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  and  caufe.vay  from  the  town,  over  the  creek  and  marfh  to  the 
oppofitecape.  This  expenfive  work  was  juft  completed  when  the  Britifh  (hips  firft 
came  into  the  road  of  Lewes.  In  order  to  prevent  too  eafy  a  communication  it 
was  partially  removed  ;  and,  being  afterwards  neglected,  it  was  in  total  ruin  at  the 
clofe  of  the  war.  A  bridge  upon  the  fame  pkn»  hut  on  a  new  foundation,  has 
lately  been  erected,  at  the  fo!e  expenfe  of  individuals.  It  extends  about  a  quarter  of 
a  -mile,  from  tht  town  to  the  biach,  over  a  wide  creek  and  marfh.  The  inhabitants 
are  compenfated  for  their  expenfe,  by  the  facility  of  the  communication  between  the 
town  and  the  cape. 

Several  canals  in  different  parts  of  this  ftate,  are  contemplated,  one  of  which  is 
down  the  waters  of  the  Brandy  wine. 

Face  of  the  country,  soil,  v    The  ftate  of  the  Delaware  from  the  Chriftiana  to 
amd  productions.  /the  ocean    maybe  accounted  a  flat  country  ;  for, 

-though  frequently  diverfified  by  gently-rifing  grounds,  it  no  where  prefents  a  confpi- 
cuous  hiil.  This  whole  tract  may,  upon  an  average,  be  eftimited  at  thirty  feet  above 
thelevel  of  the  fea  :  the  remaining  part,  which  lies  north  of  the  Chriftiana,  is  hilly, 
.rifing  within  one  mile  of  the  creek,  about  two  hundred  feet,  and  within  the  firft" ten 
-miles  north  weft  of  W  ilmington,  five  hundred  feet  above  the  tide.  The  fpine  or  high- 
eft  ridge  of  the  peninfula,  runs  through  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  inclined  to  theeaftern 
or  Delaware  fide.  It  is  defignated  in  Suffex,  Kent,  and  part  of  New-Caftle  county,  by 
a  remarkable  chain  of  fwamps,  from  which  the  waters  defcend  on  each  fide,  patting 
on  the  eaft,  to  the  Delaware,  and  on  the  weft,  to  the  Chefapeak.  Many  of  the  fhrubs 
and  plants,  growing  in  thefe  fwamps,  are  fimilar  to  thofe  found  in  the  higheft  moun- 
tains. 

Delaware  is  chiefly  an  agricultural  ftate.  It  includes  a  very  fertile  tract  of  country  % 
and  fcarcely  any  part  of  the  union  can  be  felected  more  adapted  to  the  different  pur- 
pofes  of  agriculture,  or  in  which  a  greater  variety  o.f  the  moft  ufeful  productions  can 
be  fo  conveniently  and  plentifully  reared.  The  foil  along  the  Delaware  river,  and 
.from  eight  to  ten  miles  into  the  interior  country,  is  generally  a  rich  clay,  producing 
large  timber,  and  well  adapted  to  the  various  purpofes  of  agriculture.  From  thence 
,to  the  fwamps  above  mentioned,  the  fpil  is  light,  fandy,  and  of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  general  afpect  of  the  country  is  very  favourable  for  cultivation.  Excepting 
.fome  of; the  upper  parts  of  the  county  ofNewcaftle,  the  furface  of  the  ftate  is  very 
little  broken  or  irregular.  The  heights  of  Chriftiana  are  lofty  and  commanding;  fome 
of  the  hills  of  Brandywine  are  rough  and  ftony  :  but,  defcending  from  thefe  and  a 
few  others,  the  lower  country  is  fo  little  diverfified,  as  almoft  to  form  one  extended! 
jplain.  In  the  county  of  Newcaftle,  the  foil  confifts  of  a  ftrong  clay  :  in  Kent,  there 
:is  a  confiderable  mixture  of  fand.  The  land  in  this  county  is  the  moft  fertile  of  any 
in  the  ftate  °,  and,  in  SufTex,  the  quantity  of  fand  altogether  predominates.-— 
Wheat  is  the  ftaple  of  the  ftate.  It  grows  here  in  fuch  perfection,  as  not  only  to  be 
.particularly  fought  by  the  rmnufaflurers  of  flour  throughout  the  union,  but  alfo  to 
be  diftinguifhed  and  preferred,  for  its  fuperior  qualities,  in  foreign  markets.  This 
5wheat  poffefTes  an  uncommon  foftnefs  and  whitenefs,  very  favourable  to  the  manu- 
facture of  fuperfine  flour,  and,  in  other  refpects,  far  exceeds  the  hard  and  flinty- 
grains  raifed  in  general  on  the  high  lands.  Befides  wheat*  this  .ftate  generally  produces 
plentiful  crops  of  Indian  corn,  barley,  rye,  oats,  flax,  buckwheat,  and  potatoes.  It 
.abounds  in  natural  and  artificial  meadows,  containing  a  large  variety  of  graffes.  Hempg 
;  cotton,,  and  filk,  if  properly  attended  to,  doubtlefs  would    flourifh  very  well. 

The  county  of  Suflex,  befides  producing  a  confiderable  quantity  of  grain,particuiar- 
ly  of  Indian  corn,  poffciTes  excellent  grazing  lands.    This  county  alfo  exports  very 
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large  quantities  of  lumber,  obtained  chiefly  from  an  extenfive  fwamp,  called  the  In- 
dian river  or  cyprefs  fwamp,  lying  partly  within  this  ftate,  and  partly  in  the  ftate  of 
Maryland.  This  morafs  extends  fix  miles  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  nearly  twelve  from 
north  to  fouth,  including  an  area  of  nearly  fifty  thoufand  acres  of  land.  The  whole  of 
thisfwamp  is  a  high  and  level  bafon,  very  wet,  though  undoubtedly  the  higheftland 
between  the  fea  and  the  bay,  whence  the  pokomoke  defcends  on  one  fide,  and  Indian 
river  and  St.  Martin's  on  the  other.  Thisfwamp  contains  a  great  variety  of  plants, 
trees,  wild  beafts,  birds,  and  reptiles. 

Not  a  thoufandth  part  of  the  cultivated  land  in  this  ftate  has  ever  been  manured, 
confequently  fifty  or  eighty  fucceflive  and  exhaufting  crops  have  greatly  impoveriihed 
it  •,  yet,  there  remain  confiderable  quantities  of  good  land,  which,  without  manure, 
has  yielded  fifty  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  and  Indian  corn,  in  as  many  years,  and  ftill 
continues  to  yield  fifteen  to  twenty-five  fold  of  the  two  former,  and  two  hundred  fold 
of  the  latter  grain.  The  woods  of  the  Delaware  ftate  are  compofed  of  oaks  of  different 
kinds,  hickory,  walnut,  chefnut,  poplar,  gum,  dogwood,  Cyprus,  cedar,  pine,  &c. 

The  air  of  the  middle  parts  of  this  ftate,  is,  of  late  years,  thought  to  be  lefs  healthy 
than  formerly  •,  the  inhabitants  being  fubjccl,  in  the  early  part  of  the  fall,  to  agues  and 
intermittents,  and,  in  the  winter  and  fpring,  to  the  pleurify.  In  the  upper  part  of 
Newcaftle  county,  the  air  is  falubrious. 

Chief  towns.]   Wilmington  is  a  pleafant  town,  north  latitude  39  °   43  18,  twen- 
ty feven  miles    fouth  weft  of  Philadelphia,  containing  about  five  hundred  houfes, 
moftiy  brick,  and  three  thoufand  inhabitants.      It  isfituated  two  miles  weft  of  the  ri- 
ver Delaware,  between  Chriftiana  and  Brandywine    creeks,   which,  at  this  place,  are 
about  one  mile  from  each  other  j  but  uniting  below  the  town,  they  join  the  Delaware 
in  one  ftream,  four  hundred  yards  at  the    mouth— the  fite  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
town  is  the  fouthweft  fide  of  a  hill,  which  rifes  one  hundred  and"  nine  feet  above  the 
tide.     On  the  north  eaft  fide  of  the  fame  hill,   there  are  thirteen  mills  for  grain,   and 
a  confiderable  number  of  handfome  dwelling  houfes,   which  forma   beautiful  appen- 
dage to  the  town.     The  Chriftiana  admits   veflels  of  fourteen  feet  draught  of  water 
to  the  town,  and  thofe  of  fix  feet  draught  eight  miles  further,  where  the  navigation- 
ends  •,  and  the  Brandywine  admits  thofe   of  feven  feet  draught  to  the  mills.      About 
the  year  1735,  the  firft  houfes  were  bui!t  at  this   place;  and  the  town  was  incorpora- 
ted a  few  years  afterwards.     Its  officers  are  two  burgeftes,  fix  affiftants,  and  two  con- 
ftables,  all  of  whom  are  chofen  annually.      There  are  fix  places  of  public  wor/hip,  viz. 
two  of  presbyterians,  one  of  friends,   one  of  epifcopalians,  one  of  methodifts,  and 
one  of  baptifts.     There   is  alfo  a   public  edifice,   built  of  ftone,   one  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  in  front,  and  forty  feet  in  depth,  three   ftories  high  for  the  reception  of 
the  paupers  of  Newcaftle  county.     There  is  alfo  another   ftone   building,   which  wa3 
originally  intended  for  an  academy,  where   a  fchool   was  fupported   fome  time  with 
confiderable  reputation  ;  but,   though  a  defect  in  the   conftitution  of  the   feminary, 
or  fc-me  other  caufes,  this  building  has,   of  late,    been  entirely  negleded  as  a  place  0/ 
tuition.   There  are,  however,  nearly  three  hundred  children  in  the  different  fchools  of 
the  town.  A  market  is  held  twice  a  week,  and  is  well  fupplied  with  provisions.  Almoft 
the  whole  of  the  foreign  exports  of  Delaware  are  from  this  place  :  the  trade  from  this 
'ftate  to  Philadelphia  is  great,  being  the  principal  fource   whence  that  city  draws  its 
ftaple  commodity.     Two  hundred  and  fixty  five  thoufand  barrels  of  flour,  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat,  one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  bufhels  of  Indian 
corn,  befides  barley,  oats,  flaxfeed,  paper,  flit  iron,  fnufF,  faked  provifions,&c.  &c,to 
a  very  confiderable  amount,  are  annually  fent  from  the  v/aters  of  the  Delaware  ftate  5 
of  which  the  Chriftiana  is  by  far    the  moft  productive,   and  probably  many  times  39 
much  fo  as  any  other  creek  or  river  of  like  magnitude  in  the  union— two  hundred 
and  forty  five  thoufand  barrels  of  flour,  and  other  articles,  to  the  amount  of  eighty. 
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thoufand  dollars  more,  being  from  this  creek  :  of  which,  to  the  value  of  five  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars,  are  manufactured  on  its  northern  bank,  within  two 
or  three  miles  of  the  navigation.  Among  other  branches  of  induftry  exercifed  in  and 
near  Wilmington,  are,  a  cotton  manufactory  in  confiderable  forwardnefs  :  a  boltinir- 
cloth  manufactory  has  lately  been  eftabliihcd  by  an  ingenious  European  ;  both  of 
which  promife  fair  to  be  a  lafting  advantage  to  the  country.  In  the  county  of 
Newcaftle  are  feveral  fulling-mills,  two  fnuff-  mills,  one  /littingmill,  for  paper-mills,  < 
and  fixty  mills  for  grinding  grain,  all  of  which  are  turned  by  water.  But  though 
Wilmington  and  its  neighbourhood  are  probably  already  the  greateft  feat  of  manu- 
factures in  the  united  dates,  yet,  they  are  capable  of  being  much  improved  in  this  re- 
fpect,  as  the  country  is  hilly  and  abounds  with  running  water  •,  the  Brandy  wine  alone 
might,  with  a  moderate  expenfe,  when  compared  with  the  object,  be  brought  to  the 
top  of  the  hill  upon  which  Wilmington  is  fituated;  whereby  a  fall  fufficient  for 
forty  mills,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  built,  would  be  obtained.  The  heights 
^ear  Wilmington  afford  a  number  of  agreeable  profpects  ;  from  foine  of  which 
may  be  feen  the  town,  the  adjacent  meadows,  and  four  adjoining  ftates.  No  regu- 
lar account  of  the  births  and  burials  has  been  kept,  but  the  place  is  healthy.  The 
number  of  children  under  fixteen,  is  probably  equal  to  that  of  any  town  which  is  not 
more  populous,  and,  according  to  an  accurate  account  taken  the  prefent  yeir,  11794, 
there  were  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  perfons  above  fixty  years  old.  Of  twen« 
ty  of  whom  the  exact-  ages  were  not  afcerlained  i  but  thofe  of  the  remaining  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  four,  were  as  follow  :  viz. 


14  perfoas,  aged  61 

-  62 
63 
64 

66 
6y 


6 
11 
H 
7 

10 
12 


7  perfons,  aged  68 

3  -         '     fy 
13  -          7* 

8  -  72 

4  -  73 
4  74 
3  -      75 


4  perfons,  aged  y6 

2  -  yy 

3  -  7$ 

2  -       80 

4  -  8( 
1  -               83 

3  -       84 


2  perfons  aged  86 

1  -      87 

2  -    *      89 

1  90 

2  -     92 
1            -         ioi 


The  congregation  of  friends,  in  Wilmington  and  its  vicinity,  confiding  of  about  five 
hundred  and  eighty  members,  have  buried  fixty  two  within  the  lad  five  years  of 
whom  eighteen  were  under  ten,  and  four  above  eighty  years  of  age.  Autruft  ap- 
pears to  be  the  mod  healthy  month  of  the  year,  as  but  one  burial  happened  in  that 
month,  during  the  faid  five  years.* 


*  As  several  travellers  and  writers,  who  never  were 
at  the  pains,  or  never  had  the  means  of  informing  them- 
selves better,  have,  without  any  foundation,  charged 
the  Americans  with  being  short-lived,  we  have  been  the 
rnore  particular  up-ju  this  subject.  And  as  fails,  which 
embrace  a  large  number  of  inhabitants,  are  a  better  proof 
of  health,  than  any  single  instance  of  an  individual,  who 
may  have  doubled  the  usual  period  of  human  life,  we  sub- 
join the  following  brief  account  of  a  family,  several  of 
whom  reside  in  Wilmington,  and  almost  all  of  them  with- 
in a  few  miles  of  it.  Daniel  Hoopes  and  Jane  Worrellow, 
of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  were  married  in  the 
year  1696.  They  soon  after  removed  to  the  county  of 
Chester,  within  fifteen  miles  of  Wilmington.  The  is- 
sue of  that  marriage,  now  alive,  areseven  children,  six- 
ty grand-children,  upwards  of  three  hundred  great 
grand  children,  and  one  hundred  great  great  grand-chil- 


dren, all  descendants  by  consanguinity.  Of  this  case, 
we  may  particularly  note  and  recapitulate  the  following 
remarkable  circumstances,  viz  that  of  the  cblUren  of  Da- 
niel and  Jane  Hoopes,  seven  are  still  living,  ninety-eight 
years  after  the  union  of  their  parents  That,  as  many 
of  them  were  living  at  oni  time,  that  their  ages  added 
together,  made  six  hundred  and  seventy-two  years.  And 
-that  the  aggregate  sum  of  their  ages,  already,  makes 
nine  hundred  and  ninety  years  ;  to  which,  if  we  add  the 
time  that  the  remaining  seven  will  probably  live,  we 
shall,  perhaps, haveugreaternumbercf  years,'than  have 
be^n  enjoyed  by  the  issue  of  any  other  single  marriage 
in  latter  times.  But  the  increase  and  longevity  are  not 
more  remarkable,  than  the  paucity  of  deaths' and  second 
marriages  ;  of  which,  many  examples  could  be  prfduced 
in  the  second  as  well  as  in  the  first  generation.  One 
may  suffice:  Joshua,  son  of  the  aforesaid  Daniel,  was 
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Dover  m  the  county  of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  government,  It  (lands  on  Jones'  creek, 
a  few  miles  from  the  Delaware  river,  apd  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  houfes, 
principally  of  brick.  Four  ftreets  interfect  each  other  at  right  angles,  whofe  inciden- 
cies  form  a  fpacious  parade,  on  theeaft  fide  of  which  is  an  elegant  ftate  houfe,built  of 
brick.  The  town  has  a  lively  appearance,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with 
Philadelphia.  Wheat  is  the  principal  article  of  export.  The  landing  is  five  or  fix 
miles  from  the  town. 

Newcaftle  is  agreeably  fituated  on  the  weft  bank  of  Delaware  river,  five,mi!es 
fouth  of  Wilmington.  It  was  fir  ft  fettled  by  the  Swedes,  about  the  year  1627,  and 
called  Stockholm^.  It  was  afterwards  taken  by  the  Dutch,  and  called  New  Arnfter- 
darci.  The  Engliih,  when  it  fell  into  their  hands,  called  it  by  its  prefent  name.  It  con- 
tains about  fixty  houfes,  which  have  the  afpect  of  decay,  and  was  formerly  the  feat 
of  government.      This  is  the  firft  town  that  was  fettled  on  Delaware  river. 

Milford  is  fituated  at  the  fource  of  a  fmall  river,  fifteen  miles  from  Delaware  bay, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  fou-thward  of  Philadelphia.  This  town,  which. contains 
about  eighty  houfes,  has  been  built,  except  one  houfe  ,fince  the  revolution.  It  is  laid 
cut  With  much  good  tsfte.  The  inhabitants  are  epifcopalians,  quakers,  and  methodifts, 

Dutch  Creek  C;ofs  Roads  is  twelve  miles  northweft  from  Dover;  and  has  eighty 
or  ninety  hcufss,  which  ftand  on  one  ftreet.  It  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with 
Philadelphia  •,  and  is  a  good  market  for  wheat.  Kent  is  alfo  a  place  of  confiderable, 
trade. 

Port  Penn  is  fituated  upon  the  fhore  of  the  Delaware,  ten  miles  fouth  of  Newcaftie, 
It  contains  but  few  inhabitants  •,  and  its  commerce  is  fmall. 

Newport  is  fituated  upon  the  Chriftiana  Creek,  three  miles  weft  of  Wilmington. 
It  contains  about  two  hundred  inhabitants.  The  principal  bufinefs  is  to  tranfport  flour 
to  Philadelphia,  and  to  bring  in  return  foreign  articles  for  the  -cenfumption  of  the 
country. 

Chriftiana- Bridge  is  at  the  head  of  the  navigable  part  of  the  Chriftiana,  eight  mi!e$ 
fouth  weft  0/ Wilmington.  It  contains  abouttwo  hundred  inhabitants.  Its  commerce 
is  fimilarto  that  of  Newport,  but  fomewhat  more  confiderable  ;  being  the  greateft 
carrying  place  between  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Chefapeak,  which 
are. thirteen  miles  alunder  at  this  place. 

Appoquininaink  bridge  is  twenty  three  miles  fouth  of  Wilmington  ;  the  village 
contains  about  two  hundred  inhabitants.  The  principal  bufinefs  is  the  tranfportation 
of  flour  and  grain  to  Philadelphia  and  Brandy  wine,  and  the  fales  of  foreign  goods  for 
theconfumption  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Lewes  is  fituated  a  few  miles  above  the  light  houfe,  on  Cape-Henlopen.  It  contains 
abouttwo  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  built  chiefly  on  a  ftreet,  which  is  more  than  three 
miles  in  length,  and  extending  along  a  creek,  which  feparates  the  town  from  the  pitch 
of  the  cape.  The  fituation  is  high,  and  commands  a  full  profpect  of  the  light  houfe, 
and  the  fea.  The  court  houfe  and  jail  are  commodious  buildings,  and  give  an  air  o-f 
importance  to  the  town.  The  fituation  of  this  place  muft,  in  fome  future  time,render 
it  confiderably  important.  Placed  at.the  entrance  of  a  bay,  which  is  crouded  with  vet- 
Ms  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  which  is  frequently  clofed  with  ice  a  part  of  the 
winter  feafon,neceflity  feems  to  require  the  forming  of  this  port  into  a  harbour  for  fhip- 
.ping.  Nothing  has  prevented  this  heretofore,  but  the  deficiency  of  water  in  the  creek. 
This  want  can  be  cheaply  and  eafily  fupplied  by  a  fmall  canal,  fo  as. to  afford  a  paflage 

born  1704,. and  married  in  1731;  he  had  flfty-ninechildren     Thus.to  fi  fty-nine  births  pretty  regularly  distributed.througfe 
and  grand-children  ;  ofwhom  fifty-four  are  Still  living.,    aperiod  of  sixty -two  years,  there  have  be?n  butnve  deaths 
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ft.r  the  water?  of  Rehcboth  into  Lewes  creek,  which  would  infure  an  adequate  Cap- 
ply'.  The  circumjacent  country  is  beautifully  divcrfified  with  hills,  woods,  ftreams, 
smd  lakes,  forming  an  agreeable  contraft  to  the  naked,  fandy  beach,  which  termi- 
nates in  the  cape  ;   but  is  greatly  infefted  with  mufketces  and  fand  flies. 

Trade  and  manufactures.]  We  have  already  mentioned  wheat  as  the  ftaple 
commodity  of  this  ftate.  This  is  manufactured  into  flour,  and  exported  in  large  quan- 
tities .  The  manufacture  of  flour  is  can  ied  to  a  higherdegree  of  perfection  in  this  ftate 
than  in  any  othet  in  the  union  Befides  the  well-conftructed  mills  on  Red  and  White 
clay  creeks,  and  other  ftreams  in  different  parts- of  the  ftate,  the  celebrated  collection 
of  mills  at  Brandywine  merit  a  particular  description.  Here  are  to  be  feen,  atone 
View,  twelve  merchant  mills  (befides  a  faw  mill)  v,hich  have  double  that  number  of 
rairs  of  ftones,  all  of  great  dimenfions,  and  excellent  construction.  Thefe  mills  are 
three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  creek  on  which  they  ftand,  half  a  mile  from 
Wilmington,  and  twenty  feven  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  poft  road  from  the  eaftern 
to  tne  frruthern  ftates.  Th;y  are  called  the  Brandywine  mills,  from  the  ftream  on 
vvhich  they  are  erected.  This  ftream  rifts  near  the  W.elfh  mountains  in  Pennf)  lvania, 
and  after  a  winding  courfe,  of  thirty  or  forty  miles,  through  falls  which  furnifh  nu- 
merous feats  (one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  are  already  occupied)  for  every  fpc- 
cies  of  water  works, empties  into  Chriitiana  creek,  near  Wilmington.  The  whole  quan- 
tity of  wheat  manufactured  at  thefe  mills,  annually,  is  not  accurately  afcertained.  It  is 
eftimated,  however,  by  the  heft  informed  en  the  fubject,  that  thefe  mills  can  grind 
one  hundred  thoufand  bufhels  in  a  year.  But  although  they  are  capable  of  manufac- 
turing this  quantity  yearly,  yet,  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  permanent  fupply 
of  grain,  the  inftability  of  the  flour-markets,  and  other  circumftances,  there  are  not 
commonly  more  than  from  about  two  hundred  and  ninety  to  three  hundred  thoufand 
bufhels  of  wheat  and  corn  ground  here  annually.  In  the  fall  of  1789,  and  fpring  of 
1  ;ao,  there  were  made  at  Brandy  wine-mills  fifty  thoufand  barrels  of  fuperfine  flour- 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty- four  of  common,  four  hundred  of  middlings,  as 
many  of  fhip-ftuff,  and  two  thoufand  of  corn-meal.  The  quantity  of  wheat  and  corn 
ground  from  which  this  flour,  &c.  was  made,  was  three  hundred  and  eight  thoufand 
bufhels,  equal  to  the  export  in  thofe  articles,  from  the  port  cf  Philadelphia  for  the 
fame  year. 

Thefe  mills  give  employment  to  about  two  hundred  perfons,  viz.  about  forty  to 
attend  the  mills,  from  fifty  to  feventy  coopers,  to  make  cafks  for  the  flour,  a  fufficient 
number  to  man  twelve  (loops,  of  about  thirty  tons  each,  which  are  employed  in  the 
iranfporation  of  the  wheat  and  flour,  the  reft  in  various  other  occupations  connect- 
ed with  the  mills.  Ths  navigation  quite  to  thefe  mills  is  fuch,  that  a  vefTel  carrying 
one  thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat,  may  be  laid  along  fide  of  any  of  the  mills  •,  and  be- 
fide  fomo  of  them,  the  water  is  of  fufficient  depth  to  admit  veffels  of  twice  the  above 
fizt.  The  veffels.  are  unloaded  with  great  expedition.  There  have  been  inftan- 
ces  of  one  thoufand  bufhels  being  carried  to  the  height  of  four  ftories  in  four  hours. 
It  frequently  happens  that  vefi'els  with  one  thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat,  come  up  with 
flood  tide,  unlade,  and  go  away  the  fucceeding  ebb,  with  three  hundred  barrels  of 
flour  on  board.  In  confequence  of  the  machines  introduced  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Oli- 
ver Evans,  three  quarters  of  the  manual  labour  before  found  neceflary,  are  now  fuf- 
ficient for  every  purpofe.  By  means  of  thefe  machines,  when  employed  in  the  full 
extent  propofed  by  the  inventor,  the  wheat  will  be  received  on  the  fhal'Dp's  deck—* 
thence  carried  to  the  upper  loft  of  the  mill— and  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  fame 
returned  in  flour  on  the  floor,  ready  for  packing,  without  the  assiftance  cf  ma- 
nual labour  but  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  in  proportion  to  the  bufinefs  done.  The 
tranfportation  of  flour  from  thefe  mills  to  the  port  of  Wilmington,  does  not  re- 
quire half  an  hour,  and  a  cargo  is  frequently  taken  from  the  mills  and  delivered  at 
.  y0i.  II,  6  B 


'^6i 


DELAWARE. 


Philadelphia  the  fame  day.  The  fituation  of  thefe  mills  is  very  plsafairt  and  health, 
ful.  The  firft  mill  Was  built  here  about  fifty  years  fince.  There  is  now  a  fmall  town 
of'fcrtyhoufes,  principally  ftone  and  brick,  which,  together  with  the  mills  and  the 
vefiels  loading  and  unloading  befide  them,  furniib  arj  agreeable  profpeft  from  the 
bridge  ;  from  whence  they  are  all  in  full  view. 

Befides  the  wheat  and  ficur- trade,  this  (late  exports  lumber  and  various  other  ar- 
ticles. The  amount  of  exports  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1791,  was  one 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  The  nett  amount 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  in  the  y^ar 
1792,  was  nineteen  thoufand  and  feventy- feven  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents. 

Lighthouse.]  Thelight-houfe,near  the  town  of  Lewes,  was  burnt  v\  1777.  Since 
the  war,  it  has  been  completed  and  handfomely  repaired.  It  is  a  fine  ftone  itructure, 
eight  ftories  high  j  the  annual  expenfe  of  which  is  eftimated  at  fix  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  currency. 

Religion.]  In  this  Mate  there  is  a  variety  of  religious  denominations.  Of  the  pref- 
byterian  feet,  there  are  twenty  four  churches — of  the  epifcopal,  fourteen — of  the  bap- 
tift,  feven-— of  the  methodift,  a  confiderable  number,  cfpecially  in  the  two  lower  coun- 
ties of  Kent  and  Sufiex  •,  the  number  of  their  churches  is  notexa&ly  afcertained.  Be- 
fides thefe  there  is  a  Swedifh  church  at  Wilmington,  which  is  one  of  the  oldeft 
churches  in  the  united  dates. 

Population.  See  table  of  divifiens. 

Militia.]  The  militia  of  this  ftate  conftitute  one  divifion,  containing  three  bri- 
gades, one  in  each  county.   Each  brigade  contains  three  regiments. 

Minerals.  In  the  county  of  Snfi'ex,  among  the  branches  of  the  Nanticoke  river, 
large  quantities  of  bog  iron  ore  are  to  be  found.  Before  the  revolution,  this  ore  was 
worked  to  confiderable  extent  ;  it  was  thought  to  be  of  a  good  quality  and  peculiar- 
ly adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  cartings.   The  works  have  moftlv  fallen  to  decay. 

Constitution.]  The  constitution  of  this  ftate  begins  by  declaring  fome  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  enumerates  nearly  the  fame  that  are  mentioned  in  the  de- 
claration of  rights  of  Pennfylvania.  It  then  delegates  the  legifiative  power  to  a  gene- 
ral afTembly,  confiding  of  a  fenate  and  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives  -,  and  the  executive, 
to  a  governor.  All  thefe  are  chofen  by  the  people  on  the  fi.-ft  Tuefday  of  October— - 
the  governor  for  three  years  ;  but  he  is  not  eligible  for  the  next  three.  He  muft  be 
thirty  years  old,  and  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  fix  years,  and  of  the 
united  ftates  twelve  years.  Apluialityof  votes  make  a  choice.  The  fenatcrs  are 
chofen  for  three  years,  muft  be  twenty-feven  years  old,  free-holders  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  or  pollened  of  one  hundred  pounds  property,  and  have  been  inruibi- 
ants  of  the  ftate  three  years.  They  are  divided  into  three  claftes,  the  time  of  one 
clafs  expiring  each  year,  and  their  feats  being  filled  by  new  elections. — The  re- 
prefentatives are  chofen  for  one  year,  muft  be  twenty-four  years  old,  freeholders, 
and  have  been  inhabitants  three  years.  The  conftitution  provides  that  there' fhall 
be  fevtn  reprefentatives  and  three  fenators  chofen  by  each  county  ;  but  the  general 
afTembly  has  power  to  increafe  the  number,  when  two-thirds  of  each  branch  fhall 
think  it  expedient  •,  provided  the  number  of  fenators  fhall  never  be  greater  than  one- 
half,  nor  lefs  than  one-third,  of  the  number  of  reprefentatives,  The  general  afiembly 
meets  on  the  firft  Tuefday  of  January  annually,  unlefs  fooner  convened  by  the  gover- 
nor. Each  branch  has  all  the  powers  necefTary  for  a  branch  of  the  legiflature  of  a  free 
and  independent  ftate.  A  majority  of  each  conftitutes  a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs,  and  a 
Jefs  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  members. 
They  are  privileged  from  arrefts  while  attending  on  public  bufinefs,  except  in  cafes  of 
treafon,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace  •,  and  for  things  faid  in  public  debate,  are  not 
(^ueftionable  ejfewhere,.  Xhey  are  compenfated  out  of  the  public  treafu.ry  •,  from  which 
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•r,e  money  can  fee  drawn,  but  in  confequence  of  appropriation  by  law.  Impeachments 
are  to  be  made  by  the  lower  hcufe,  a-d  tried  by  the  fenate.  Revenue-bids  oti<dnate 
in  the  houfe  of  representatives,  but  the  fenate  may  propcfe  alterations.  A  journal  ;s 
kept  of  their  proceedings,  and  publifhedat  the  end  of  every  feflion,  and  the  dors  of 
both  houfes  are  kept  open,  unlefs  the  bufu-efs  is  of  a;  naturethatrequir.es  fecrecy.— 
The  governor  is  commander  in  chief  of  the  military  force  ;  may  remit  fines  and  for- 
feitures, and  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment  ;  may  re- 
quire information  from  all  executive  officers  ;  may  convene  the  general  affemb.'y  on 
extraordinary  occafions,  and  adjourn  them  to  anv  time  not  exceeding  three  months, 
when  they  cannot  agree  on  the  time  themfelvcs.  He  muff  inform  them  of  affairs  con  - 
cerning  the  ftate,  recommend  to  them  luch  meafnres  as  he  fhall  judge  eApedient,  and 
.fee  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.  The  fpeaker  of  the  fenate,  and,  after  him, 
the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  cf  reprefentatives,  fhall  exercife  the  office  of  governor,  in 
cafe  of  vacancy.— The  judicial  power  is  vc fled  in  a  court  of  chancery,  and  feveral 
common  law  courts.  The  judges  are  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  commifiioned 
tduring  good  behavior,  and  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for  feven  years  ;  all  remova- 
ble on  thp  addrefs  of  two-thirds  of  both  houfes  of  alTembiy.  The  other  officers  of  the 
fftate  are  appointed,  fome  by  the  governor,  fame  by  the  general  afiembly,  and 
fome  by  the  people.  No  perfon  concerned  in  any  army  or  navy  contrail:,  or  holding 
;any  office  except  that  of  attorney  general,  officers  ufually  appointed  by  the  courts 
of  juftice,  attornies  at  law,  and  officers  in  the  militia,  can  be  a  fenator,  or  representa- 
tive. The  governor  can  hold  no  other  office.  No  federal  officer  can  hold  an  office  in 
this  ftate,  to  which  a  fatary  is  by  haw  annexed.  The  clergy  are  excluded  from  all  civil 
offkes.  All  officers  are  impeachable,  and  are  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  fupport 
the  conftitution,  and  perform  the  duties  of  their  offices.  All  free  white  men,  twenty- 
orje  years  old,  having  been  two  years  inhabitants,  and  paid  taxes,  are  electors  :  and 
are  privileged  from  arrefls  in  civil  aflions  while  attending  elections.  The  general  af- 
•fembly,  with  the  approbation  of  the  governor,  have  a  right,  under  certain  regulations 
and  .reiT.rifr.ions,  to  make  amendments  to  this  conftitution.  A  convention  miy  alfo  be' 
called,  where  a  majority'of  the  people  fha-ll  (ignify  their  wifh  for  it. 

The  foregoing  conftitution  was  ratified  on  the  12th  of  June,  1  792. 

History.]  The  Dutch,  under  a  pretended  purchafe  made  of  Henry  Hudfou;  took 
pofl'efiion  of  the  lands  on  both  fides  the  river  Delaware  •,  and  as  early  as  the  year 
162J,  built  a  fort,  in  Nevv-Jerfey,  at  the  place  which  has  fince  been  called  Gloucefter.. 

In  1627,  bv  the  influence  of  William  Ufeling,  a  refcectable  merchant  in  Sweden,  a 
colony  of  Swedes  and  Finns  came  over,,  furnifhed  with  all  the  neceflkries  for  begin- 
ning a  new  fettlement,  and  landed  at  Cape-Henlcpen,  which  they  called  Paradife- 
Point :  at  which  time  the  Dutch  had  wholly  quitted  the  country.  The  Dutch  had  how- 
ever, returned  in  i6jo,  and  built  a  fort  at  Leweftow,  by  them  named  Hoarkil!. 
The  year  following,  the  Swedes  built  a  fort  near  Wafhington,  which  they  called 
Chrifteinor  Chriftiana.  Here  alfo  they  bid  out  a  final  I  town,  which  was  afterwards 
demolifhed  by  the  Dutch.  The  fame  year  they  erected  a  fjrt  higher  up  the  river, 
upon  Tenecum  ifland,  which  they  called  New-Gottenburg'i  •,  they  alfo,  about  the 
fame  time,  built  forts  at  Chefter,  Elfinburgh,  and  other  places.  John  Printz  then 
governed  the  Swedes,  and,  in  1654,  deputed  his  fon  in  law,  John  Papg^ia,  and  re- 
turned to  Sweden.  Papgoia  foon  followed  his  father-in-law  to  his  native  country, 
and  John  Ryfing  fucceeded  to  the  government. 

In  1655,  the  Dutch,  under  the  command  of  Peter  Stuyvefant,  arrived  in  Delaware 
■river,  from  New-  Amfterdam  ('now  New- York)  in  feven  veffels,  with  fix  or  feven 
hundred  men.  They  difpoflefted  the  Swedes  of  their  forts  on  the  river,  and  carried 
the  officers  and  principal  inhabitants  prifoners  to  New- Amflerdam,  .and  from  thence 
to  Holland.  The  .common  people  fubmitted  to  the  conquerors,  and  remained  in  the 
•country.  , 
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Or.  the  fir  ft  cf  October,  1C64,  fir  Robert  Carr  obtained  the  fubmiiT.cn  of  trie' 
Swedes  en  Delaware  liver,  fcr  the  duke  cf  York.  Four  years  after,  colonel  Ni- 
colis,  governor  of  New-York,  with  his  council,  on  the2ift  of  April,  appointed  a  fcou€ 
and  rive  other  per  fens,  to  aff.il  captain  Carr  in  the  government  of  the  country. 

Before  the  conqueft  by  captain  Carr,  the  Dutch  had  purchafed  large  tracts  of  land 
of  the  Indians  -,  and  the  officers  of  the  Englifh  government,  under  the  duke  of  York, 
made  them  (the  Dutch)  liberal  grants,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Delaware  bay  and  river, 
rtfervinga  quit-rent  ofabufhel  of  wheat  for  every  hundred  acres.  In  this  fituation 
tne  Government  continued  till  the  war  broke  cut  between  Holland  and  England,  in 
which,  as  we  have  aheady  ftated,  the  Dutch,  became  mafters  of  the  whole  country; 
fait  they  held  poffeflion  ro  longer  than  1667,  when,  by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  the  New- 
Netherlands,  i:  eluding  the  Delaware  colony,  were  yielded  to  the  Englifh,  in  exchange 
for  Surinam,  a  province  cfScuth.America.  From  this  period  (1667)  to  the  com- 
mencement of  Dennis's  adminftration,  in  1682,  the  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kentv 
and  SufTex,  were- considered  as  foi tiling,  an  appendage  to  the  government  of  New- 
York. 

In  3672,  the  town  of  Newcaftle  was  incorpoiated  by  the  government  of  New- 
York,  to  be  governed  by  a  bailiff  a«d  fix  afliftants  •,  after  the  firft  year  the  four  oldeft 
were  to  leave  their  office,  and  four  others  to  be  chofen.  The  bailiff  was  prefulent,- 
with  a  double  vote  ;  the  conftable  was  chofen  by  the  bench.  They  had  power  to  try 
ea»fes  not  exceeding  ten  gounds,  without  appeal.  The  office  of  fcout  was  converted 
into  that  of  fheriff,  who  had  jurifdiction  in  the  corporation  and  along  the  river,  and 
was  annually  chofen.  They  were  to  have  a  free  trade,  without  being  obliged  to  maxet 
entry  at  New-York,  as  had  formerly  been  the  practice. 

Wampum  was,  at  this  time,  the  principal  currency  of  the  country.  Governor  Love- 
lace of  New  York,  by  proclamation,  ordered  that  four  white  grains  and  three  black 
ones,  fliould  pais  for  the  value  of  a  ftiveror  penny.  This  proclamation  was  publifh- 
td  at  Albany,  Efoptts,   Delaware,   Long-lflard  and  the  parts  adjacent. 

Sir  Edmund  Anderfon  wr.s,  at  this  time,  governor  of  the  duke  of  York's  territo- 
ry, which,  by  a  patent  from  Charles  II.  bearing  date  June  29,  1674,  comprehended' 
all  that  country  called  by  the  Dutch  New-Netherlands,  including,  as  was  funpof- 
ed,  the  three  counties  of  Nevcaftle,  Kent,  and  SufTex.  By  his  arbitrary  impofi- 
tions  he  rendered  both  his  adm'niftration  and  character  odious  to  the  people.  They 
remenftrated  in  vain  againft  his  proceedings. 

In  i  680,  when  M.  Fenn  petitioned  the  crown  for  a  grant  of  Pennfylvania,  the' 
oucftion  arofe,  whether  or  not  the  duke  cf  York's  grant  included  the  three  counties 
weft  of  the  Delaware  river.  This  queftion  came  before  the  lords  cf  the  committee  of 
foreign  plantations,  who  referred  it  to  the  attorney  general.  His  report  was,  "that 
the  patents  granted  his  royal  highnefs,  of  New- York,  bounded  weftward  by  the  eafr. 
fide  of  Delaware  bay." 

In  1685,  this  queftion  received  a  ftill  more  formal  adjudication.  On  lord  Baltimore's 
oppofition  to  Mr.  Penn'slettlement  under  his  grant,  it  was  brought  before  a  commit- 
tee of  the  privy  council  a  fecond  time.  After  a  full  examination  of  the  fubject,  their 
loidfhips  reported,  among  other  things,  "  that  they  did  adjudge  the  land  called  De- 
laware, to  belong  to  his  majefty." 

In  the  fettlement  of  the  Delaware  colony,  under  two  deeds  of  feoffment  from  the 
duke  of  York,  in  16S2,  William  Penn  became  involved  in  a  tedious  and  expenflve. 
territorial  conteft  with  lord  Baltimore.  Thisdifpute  was  decided  in  1685,  by  an  order, 
" .  that  for  the  avoiding  further  differences,  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  river 
and  bay  of  Delaware  and  the  eaftein  fea,  en  the  one  fide,  and  Chefapeak  hay  on  the 
other,  be  divided  into  two  equal  parts, by  a  line  from  the  latitude  of  Cape-Henlopen  to 
the  fortieth  degree  of  N.  latitude  >  and  that  one  half  thereof,  lying  towards  the  bay  of 
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peUware  -and  the  eaftern  fca,  be  adjudged  to  belcnp:  to  his  majefty  ;  and  the  ofher 
half  to  remain  to  the  lord  Bakimdfe,  ns  compiled-  within  his  charter."  Tbisdecifion 
was: founded  on.  the  principle^  that  the  king  had  been  deceived  in  his  grant  !  The 
Delaware  colony  came  within  the  exception,  by  which  the  patent  was  reftricted  ; 
as  that  part  of  the  country  was  proved  to  have  been  previoufly  poffeffed  and  fettled 
by  the  Swedes  and  Dutch. 

In  1682,  William  Penn  affumed  the  government  of  the  Delaware  colony.  Itthen 
became  connected  with  Pennfylvania  in  the  affairs  of  legiflation.  After  this  union 
the  reprefentatives  affembled  for  the  firfr.  time  at  Chefter,  on  the  4th  dayof  October. 
They  enacted  a  law  confirming  the  union.  By  this  law,  all  the  benefits  befoie  grant- 
ed to  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  were  extended  to  Delaware  colony.  They  were, 
from  that  time,  to  be  confikred  as  the  fame  people,  and  iubje&  to  the  fame  laws.  The 
freemen,  both  of  the  province  and  of  Delaware,  werefummoned  to  attend  in  psrfon, 
at  this  firft  affembly  ;  but  they  preferred  the  mode  of  tranfacting  their  bufinefs  by 
their,  reprefentatives  ;  and  accordingly  electeduvelve  members  ineach  county,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  leventy  two,  the  exact  number  which  was  to  compofeone  houfe 
only.  By  their  representatives,  they  fent  petitions  to  the  governor,  importing,  "that 
the  fewnefs  of  the  people,  their  inability  in  eftate,  and  unfkilfulnefs  in  government 
would  not  permit  them  toferve  in  lb  large  a  council  a-sd  affembly  •,  and  therefore  it 
was  their  defire,  that  the  twelve  now  returned  from  each  county,  might  ferve  both 
for  provincial  council  and  general  affembly,  with  the  fame  powers  and  privileges, 
which,  by  the  charter,  were  granted  to  the  whole."  The  members  were  accordingly 
diftributed  into  two  houfes  ;  three  out  of  each  county  made  a  council,  confining  of 
eighteen  members  •,  and  the  remainder  formed  an  affembly  of  fifty-four. 

It  ought  here  to  be  remarked,  that,  after  the  example  of  the  firft  fettlers  in  New- 
England,  and  of  the  Dutch  in  New-Netherlands,  the  firft  fettlers  in  Pennfylvania,  un- 
der the  government  of  William  Penn,  purchafed  their  lands  of  the  native  Indians,  in 
a-  fair  and  honourable  manner,  and  it  was  obfervable,  that  every  new  purchafe  confi- 
derably  enhanced  the  value  of  the  land,  in  the  eftimation  of  the  original  proprietors. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  government,  gave  general  fatisfactioo,  fo  Ions  as  Wil- 
liam Penn  refided  in  the  province.  But  on  his  being  recalled  to  England,  in  confe- 
ciuence  of  the  difpute  between  him  and  lord  Baltimore,  diforders  and  altercations  arofe 
in  &vsvy  department  of  government,  which  continued-  till  1692,  when  the  govern- 
ment was  affumed  by  the  crown;  and  colonel  Fletcher,  governor  of  New-York,  was 
Appointed,  governor  of  both  provinces.  The  year  following,  however,  the  govern- 
ment was  reftored  to  William  Penn. 

In  1701,  the  Delaware  counties  rejected  the  new  frame  of  government  propofed 
by  the  proprietary,  upon  which  a  breach  enfued  between  them  and  Pennfylvania, 
which  terminated  in  an  entire  feparation. 

This  feparation  proved  favourable  to  the  peace  of  the  three  lower  counties  ;  fir  a 
number  of  years,  they  enjoyed  a  confiderable  fhare  of  political  tranquillity.  At  length, 
however,  contefts  arofe  between  the  two  proprietaries,  which  lafted  for  half  a  century. 
Exhaufted  with  the  expenfe  and  trouble  attending  this  perplexing  bufinefs,  the  claim- 
ants, in  May,  1732,  entered  into  articles  of  agreement,  fettling  all  differences,  and 
appointed  com miffioners  to  complete  the  contract.  The  execution  of  thefe  articles, 
and  the  decree  thereon,  through  delays  on  the  part  of  the  Maryland  proprietor,  and 
fome  other  circumftances,  was  poftponed  till  they  were  fuperfeded  by  another, 
agreermnt  between  Frederic  lord  Baltimore,  and  the  proprietaries  of  Pennfylvania, 
which  was  entered  into  July  4,  1760,  and  was  confirmed  by  decree,  March  6,  1792. 
Thefe  articles  and  decrees  were  immediately  put  in  execution.  The  commiiTioners, 
appointed  and  authorized  by  the  refpeclive  proprietors,  furveyed  the  feveral  lines  as 
mentioned  and  defcribsd  in  the  agreement—  iefigtutedthofe  lines  by  heaps  offtones, 
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pillars,  and  other  land  marks,  and  made  return  of  their  proceedings,  under  their  hands 
and  feals,  with  an  exicl:  plan  or  map  of  their  work  annexed.  The  change  of  jurifdic- 
tion  was  not  completed,  till  the  publication  of  Mr  Penn's  proclamation  for  that  pur- 
pofe.on  the  Srh  of  April '775.  This  was  finally  carried  into  operation,  the  laws  ex. 
tended,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  counties,  and  hundreds  eftabli/hed  by  an  acl:  of  the 
Delaware  legiflature,  parted  September  2,  1775. 

In  the  war  between  Britain  and  France,  which  began  in  1755,  Delaware  furniflied 
her  full  quota  of  men  and  other  fupplies.  Major  Wells,  who  had  been  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  military  in  this  colony,  marched  to  the  feat  of  war  in  the  weftern  coun- 
try, at  the  head  of  a  large  number  of  brave  and  well  difciplined  troops.  Nor  was  this 
fmall  diftrifr.  behind  her  filler  coljnies  in  oppofing  Britifh  ufurpation  and  oppression. 
So  early  as  October"  17  G5  representatives?  Were  fent  from  Delaware,  to  attend  the  firft 
congrefs  held  at  New- York,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  repeal  of  fome  of  the 
moil  obnoxious  Britifh  ftatutes.  In  1773,  the  legiflature,  alarmed  at  the  meafures  of 
Britain,  "  refoived  that  a  ftanding  committee  of  correfpondence  and  inquiry  be  ap- 
pointed,  to  confift  of  five  members,  whofe  bufinefs  it  mall  be  to  obtain  the  earlieft 
atod  mcft  authentic  in'elligence  of  allfuch  afls  and  rcfoiutions  of  the  Britim  colonies 
in  America  and  to  keep  up  a  correfpondence  and  communication  with  our  fifter 
colonies  re'pecting  thefe  important  considerations."  Nor  were  thefe  acts  of  patriotifm 
confined  fo  legiflative  refolves.  When  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  by  the  operation  of 
the  port  bill,  were  reduced  to  great  diftrefs,  fupplies,  from  different  parts  of  the  colo« 
ny,   were  voluntarily  contributed  and  forwarded  for  their  relief. 

In  September  17.6,  the  people,  by  their  reprefentatives,  chofen  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe,  nfTernbled  and  eftablifhed  a  conftitution  of  government  (which,  in  1792,  was 
fuperfeded  by  their  prefent  conftitution),  and  aflumei  the  name  of  the  Delaware 
state.  Till  this  time  this  diftrict  had  been  defignated  by  the  ftyle  of  "  Th«  three 
lower  counties  on  the  Delaware. '' 

During  the  exiftence  of  the  revolutionary  war,  they  manifefted  their  attachment  to 
the  common  c?.ufe,  on  all  occufions,  by  fuinifhing  their  proportion  of  men,  money. 
clothing,  ?.nd  provifions.  The  Delaware  regiment,  which,  in  the  fpring  of  1776Y 
mirched  to  join  the  army  at  New-York,  under  the  command  of  the  brave  and  ac- 
tive col-  John  Haflet,  who  afterwards  fell  in  the  battle  of  Princeton,  was  celebrated 
as  one  of  the  fineft  and  moft  efficient  in  the  continental  army  .  The  Delaware  troops, 
in  the  fouthern  ftates,  fuftained  a  diftinguifhed  character  for  military  prowefs.  The 
commendation  of  them  and  of  the  intrepid  KirkwocJ,  by  general  "J/eene,  was  Angu- 
larly honourable- 

In  thecourfe  of  the  war,  great  were  the  diftrefTes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Delaware, 
from  various  fources  ;  the  upper  diftriel:  of  the  ftate,  fuftained,  for  a  long  time,  the 
ravages  of  the  Britifh  army.  And  while  both  armies  were  in  Pennfv'vania,  the  bay 
and  river  being  in  poiTession  of  the  enemy,  their  armed  vefiels  carried  on  a  deftrue- 
tive  depredatory  war  on  the  coaft,  intercepting  vefTels,  burning  houfes  and  kidnapping 
citizens.  The  fciences  were  compelled  to  give  place  to  the  ravages  of  war.  The 
fiourifhing  academies  of  New- Ark  and  Wilmington  were  broken  up,  the  ftudents 
dllperfed  by  the  approaching  armies,  and  the  funds  funk  and  deftroyed  by  the  depre- 
ciation of  continental  paper  money.  Learning  has  revived  fince  the  peace,  and  is 
flourishing   under  the  aufpices  of  a  ftable  and  efficient  government. 

When  the  prefent  federal  conftitution  was  fubmitted,  by  the  convention,  to  the  le- 
giflatures  of  the  feveral  ftates  for  the  purpofe  of  colle^ingr  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
people  upon  the  propriety  of  adopting  it,  the  ftate  of  Delaware  was  the  firft  which. 

?  Caefar  Rodney  and  Thomas  M'Kean,  eqfuires. 
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aflembled  on  this  moft  important  bufinefs.  A  convention  was  called  in  November, 
which,  after  due  examination  of  the  conffitOrron,  and  deliberation  on  its  merits,  una- 
nimously ratified  and  adopted  it  on  the  third  of  December  1787,  and  the  people  have 
ever  fince  remained  its  firm  friends  and  fupporters. 

This  fhte,  c  appears  from  the  report  of  the  commifTioners  for  fettling  the  accounts 
of  the  united  ftaces  with  the  individual  fiates,  who  omple'ed  the  bufinefs  of  their 
committon  July  1,  1793,  is  indebted  to  the  united  ftates  the  large  fum  of  fix  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thoufind  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars,  which  is  more  than 
twice-. as  much  as  the  debt  of  any  other  of  theftates. 


MARYLAND. 


Miles. 
Length  134  1    bgtwee 
Breadth  J 10 J 
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u  -\  "OOUNDED  north  by  Pennfylvania  ;  eafc,  by  Delaware  ftate,  and 

Boundaries.  J  JJthe  Atlantic  ocean  ;  fouth  and  weft,  by  Virginia. 

Civil  divisions  and  population.]   This  ftate  is  divided  into   ninete*  counties  ;  e- 
leven  of  which  are  on  the  wsftern,  and  eight  on  the  eaftern  fhore  of  Chefap  sale- bay. 


COUNTIES  AND  TOWNS. 

Hartfprd  county 
Baltimore  county 
Baltimore-town  and  precinfh 
\sn-Arundel  county 
Frederic  county 
Allegany  county 
Wafhifigton  county 
Montgomery  county 
'•Vince  George  county 
Calvert  county 
|CharIes  county 
St.  Mary's  county 

Total— Wejlern  Short 

Caeci]  county 
Kent  county 
Queen  Ai.n's  county 
Caroline  county 
Talbot  county 
Somerfctt  county 
Dorchefter  county 
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Bays  and  rjvers.]  Chefapeak-bay,  as  we  hav*  nlrcady  hinted,  divides  this  ftate 
into  the  eaftern  and  wcftern  divificyyi.  Titis  is  one  of  the  iargeft  bays  in  the  known 
world.  Its  entrance  is  ncsriv  E.  N.  E.  and  S.  S.  W.  between  Cape  Charles,  Jat- 
itude  37  °  12",  and  Cape  Henry,  latitude  37,  °  ir.  Virginia,  twelve  miles  wide,and 
ir  extends  two  hundred  and  feventy  miles  to  the  northward,  cividii  -  Virginia  and 
T.^rykr.d.  It  is  from  (even  to  eighteen  miles  broad,  and  generally  nine  fathoms  deep-, 
affording  many  commodious  harbour/;,  ar.d  a  fafe  and  cf.fy  navigation.  It  has  many- 
good  nfheries  and  is  remarkable  for  the  excellence  of  its  crabs,  and  alfo  for  a  pr.r'i- 
cuiar  fpecies  of  wild  duck,  called  canvas  back.  In  a  commercial  view,  it  is  ofim- 
menfe  advantage  to  the  flats.  Itreceives  a  number  oi  large  rivers.  From  the  Eaftern 
Shore  of  Maryland  it  receives  Pckcmeke,  Nanticoke,  Choptank,  Chefter,  Elk,  and 
other  fmaler  rivers.  From  the  north,  the  rapid  Sufquehannah  •,  andfrom  thewtft,  Pa- 
tapfco,  Severn,  Patuxert,  and  Patomak,  half  of  w  hich  is  in  Maryland,  and  half  in 
Virginia.  Except  the  Sufquehannah  and  Patomak,  thefe  are  fmall  rivers.  Putapfco 
river  isbut  about  thirty  cr  forty  yards  wide  at  the  ferry,  ju  ft  before  it  empties  into 
the  bafon,  upon  which  Baltimore  ftands.  Its  fource  is  in  York  county,  in  Pennfyl- 
vania.  Its  courfe  is  fouthwardly,  till  it  reaches  Elkridge-ianding,  about  eight  miles 
weft  ward  of  Baltimore  ;  it  then  turns  eaftward,  in  a  broad  bay-like  ftream,  by  Bal- 
timore, which  it  leaves  on  the  north,  and  pafles  into  the  Chefapeak. 

The  entrance  into  Baltimore  harbour  about  a  mile  below  Fell's  Point,  is  hardly 
piftol-fhot  acrofs,  and,  of  courfe,  mav  beeafily  defended  againfr.  naval  force. 

Severn  is  a  fhort,  inconfiderable  river,  paffing  by  Annapolis,  which  it  leaves  to  the 
fouth,  emptying  by  a  broad  mouth,  into  the  Chefapeak. 

Patuxent  is  a  larger  river  than  the  Patapfco.  It  rifes  in  Ann  Arundel  county,  and 
runs  fouth- eaftwardly,  and  then  eaft  into  the  bay,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  north  of  the 
mouth  of  Patomak.  There  are  fcveral  fmall  rivers,  fuch  as  Wicocornico,  Eaftern 
Branch,  Monocafy,  and  Conegocheague,  which  empty  into  Patomak  river  from  the 
Maryland  fide. 

Face  of  the  country,  climate,"]         Eaft  of  the  blue  ridge  of  mountains,  whk'h 
soil  and  pp.oductions.  J     ftietches  acrofs  the  weftern   part  of  this  fhue, 

the  land  like  that  in  all  the  fouthern  ftates,  is  generally  level  and  free  from  ftones;  of. 
courfe,  the  {oil  muft  be  fimilar  and  the  natural  growth  not  remarkably  different. 

Theground  is  uniformly  level  and  low  in  moft  of  the  counties  of  the  Eaftern  Shore 
and  conlequently  covered,  in  many  places,  with  ftagnant  water,  except  where  it  is  in- 
terfered by  numerous  creeks.  There  are  large  trades  of  marfh,  which  during  the 
day,  load  the  atmofphere  with  vapour,  that  fails  in  dew,  in  the  clofe  of  the  funjmer 
and  the  fallfeafon,  which  are  thereby  rendered  fickly.  The  fpring  and  ftrft  pre  of 
fummer  are  moft  healthy. 

The  foil  of  the  good  land  in  Maryland,  is  of  fuch  a  nature  and  quality  as  to  pro- 
duce from  twelve  to  fixteen  bufhels  of  wheat,,  or  from  twenty  to  thirty  bufhels  of 
Indian  corn  per  acre.  Ten  bufhels  of  wheat  and  fifteen  bufhels  of  corn  per  acre,  r.-.ay 
be  the  annual  average  crops  in  the  ftate  at  large. 

ffl  heat  and  tobacco  are  the  ftaple  commodities.  In  the  interior  country,  on  the  up- 
lands, confiderable  quantities  of  hemp  and  flax  are  raifed. 

Two  articles  are  laid  to  be  peculiar  to  Maryland,  viz.  the  genuine  white  wheat, 
which  grows  in  Kent,  Queen  Ann's,  and  Talbot  counties,  on  the  Eaftern  Shore,  and 
which  degenerates  in  other  places—and  the  bright  kite's  foot  tobacco,  which  is  pro- 
duced at  Elkridge,  on  the  Patuxent. 

Among  other  kinds  of  timber  is  the  oak,  of  feveral  kinds,  which  is  ofa/ftrait  grain, 
and  eafily  rives  into  ftaves,  for  exportation.  The  walnut  is  in  demand  for~cabi- 
nets,  tables,  and  other  furniture.  The  apples  of  this  ftate  are  large,  but  mealy;  the 
peaches  abundant  and  good.  From  thefe  the  inhabitants  diftil  cyder-  brar.dy  and  peach- 
brandy,  r 
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the  forefts  abound  with  nuts  of  various  kinds,  which  are  collectively  called  maft. 
On  this  maft,  great  numbers  of  fwine  are  fed,  which  run  wild  in  the  woods.  Thefe 
fwine,  when  fatted  are  caught,  killed,  barrelled,  and  exported  in  great  quantities. 
This  traffic  was  formerly  carried  on  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  Douglas  fays,  thaS 
"  in  the  year  1733,  which  was  a  good  mailing  year,  one  gentleman,  a  planter  and 
merchant,  in  "Virginia,  falted  up  three  thoufand  barrels  of  pork." 

Population  and  character.]  The  population  of  this  ftate  is  exhibited  in  the 
foregoing  table.  By  that  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants,  including  the  ne- 
groes, is  three  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  (sven  hundred  and  twenty-eight; 
which  is  nearly  twenty-three  for  every  fquare  mile.  The  inhabitants,  except  in  the 
populous  towns,  live  son  their  plantations,  often  feveral  miles  diftant  from  each  other. 
To  an  inhabitant  of  the  middle,  and  elpecially  of  the  eiftern  ftates,  which  are  thickly 
populated,  they  appear  to  live  very  retired.  But  their  hofpitality  to  ftrangers  is  equal- 
ly univerfal  and  obvious.  Many  of  the  women  poflefs  all  the  amiable,  and  many  of 
the  elegant  accomplishments  of  their  fex. 

The  inhabitants  are  made  up  of  various  nations,  of  many  different  religious  fentt- 
ments;  few  general  obfervations,  therefore,  of  a  charadteriftical  kind,  will  apply.  It 
miy  be  faid,  however,  with  great  truth,  that  they  are,  in  general,  very  federal,  and 
friends  to  good  government.  They  owe  little  money  as  a  ftate,  and  are  willing  and 
able  to  difcharge  their  debts,  Their  credit  is  very  good  ;  and  although  they  have  Co 
great  a  proportion  of  flaves,  yet  a  number  of  influential  gentlemen  have  evinced 
their  humanity  and  their  difpofition  to  aboliuhfo  difrcputable  a  traffic,  by  forming 
themfelves  into  a  fociety  for  the  abolition  of  negro  fiavery 

Chief  towns.]  Annapolis  (city)  is  the  capital  of  Maryland,  and  the  wealthier! 
town  of  its  fize  in  America,  it  is  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  Severn  river,  on  a  healthy 
fpot,  thirty  miles  fouth  of  Baltimore,  It  is  a  place  of  little  note  in  the  commercial 
world.  The  houfes,  about  two  hundred  and  fixt^  in  number,  are  ge  nerally  large  and 
elegant,  indicative  of  great  wealth.  The  number  of  inhabitants  does  not  exceed  two 
thoufand.  The  defign  of  thofe  who  planned  the  city  ,  was  to  have  the  whole  in  the 
form  of  a  circle,  with  the  ftreets  like  radii,  beginning  at  the  centre  where  the  ftate - 
hoiife  ftands  j'and  thence  diverging  in  every  direction.  The  principal  part  of  the  buil- 
dings are  arranged  agreeably  to  this  plan.   The  ftate-houfe  is  an  elegant  building. 

Baltimore  has  had  the  moil  rapid  growth  of  any  town  on  the  continent,  and  is  the 
fourth  in  fize  and  fifth  in  trade,  in  the  united  ftates.*  It  lies  in  lat.  39  °  2  1",  on  the 
north  fide  of  Patapfco  river,  around  what  is  called  the  Bafon,  in  which  the  water  at 
common  tides,  is  about  five  or  fix  feet  deep,  Baltimore  is  divided  into  the  town  and 
Fell's  Point,  by  a  creek,  over  which  are  two  bridges  ;  but  the  houfes  extend,  in  a 
fparfe  fituation,  from  one  to  the  other.  At  Fell's  Point  the  water  is  deep  enough 
for  fhips  of  burden  ;  but  fmal'I  veflels  only  go  up  to  the  town.  The  fituation  of  the 
town  is  low  and  Was  formerly  unhealthy,  but  the  increafe  of  houfes,  and  the  improve- 
ments that  have  been  made,  particularly  that  of  paving  the  ftreets,  have  rendered  it 
healthy.  The  houfes  were  numbered  in  1787,  and  found  to  be  one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-five  ;  about  one  thoufand  two  hundred  of  which  were  in  the  town, 
and  the  reft  at  Fells's  Point.  The  prefent  number  is  about  twenty-eight  hundred.  The 
number  of  ware  houfes  and  ftores  is  about  two  hundred,  and  of  chuches  nine,  which 
belong  to  German  Calvinifts  and  Lutherans,  epifcopalians,  presbyterians,  Roman  ca- 
tholics, baptids,  methoaifts,  quakers,  nicolites,  or  fiew  quakers,  The  number  of  inha- 
bitants in  the  town  and  precinds,  according  to  to  the  cenl'-is  of  1790,  was  thirteen  thou- 

*  la  point  of  size,  ihe  towns  in  the  united  states  niay  be  ranked  in  this  order— Philadelphia,  New-York,  Boston,  B  at- 
timore,Cuail:t;on,  &c.  In  point  of  trade,  Philadelphia,  tfe.v-Vori,  Boston,  Cliiilesten,  JJjlItimwe,  &e. 
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fand  five  hundred  and  three.  The  majority  of  the  ip.habitants,recently  collected  from 
almoftali  quarters  of  the  world,  vary  in  their  habits,  their,  manners  and  their  re- 
ligions. There  are  great  numbers  of  very  refpefbable  families  in  Baltimore,  who  live 
aenteelly  ;  are  hofpitable  to  ftrangers,  and  maintain  a  friendly  and  improving  inter- 
ccurfe  with  each  other. 

Market-frreet  is  the  principal  ftreet  in  the  town,  and  runs  nearly  east  and  weft,  a 
mile  in  length,  parallel  with  the  water.  This  is  crofted  by  feveral  other  sheets  leading 
from  the  water,  a  number  of  which,  particularly  Calvert,  South,  and  Gay-ftreets,  are 
veil  built.  North  and  eaft  of  the  town,  the  land  rifes,  and  affords  a  fine  profpedt  of 
the  town  and  bay.   Belvedere,  the  feat  of  col.  Howard,  exhibits  a  fine  landfcape.   The 

town the  point,— the  Shipping,  both  in  the  bafon  and  at  Fell's  Point—the  bay,  as  far 

as  the  eye  can  reach — ruing  ground  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  harbour — a  grove  of 
trees  on  the  declivity  at  the"  right — a  ftrearn  of  water  breaking  over  the  rocks  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  on  theleft,  all  confpire  to  complete  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the 
rrofpect.  There  is  a  bank  eftabliihed  in  this  town,  with  a  capital  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  by  the  name  of  "  the  bank  of  Maryland."  There  is  likewife  a  branch 
of  the  bank  of  the  united  ftates. 

Georgetown  (lands  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Patomak,  about  one  hundred  and  fix. 
ty  miles  from  its  entrance  into  Chefapeak  bay.  The  ground  on  which  it  ftands  is  much 
broken,  being  a  clufter  of  little  hills,  which  though  at  prefent  elevated  considerably 
above  the  fur  face  of  the  river,  were  probably,  at  fome  former  period,  overflowed,  as, 
at  the  depth  of  eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  furface,  marine  fhells  have  been  found. 

Frederictown  is  a  fine,  flourifhing  inland  town,  of  upwards  of  three  hundred 
houfes,  built  principally  of  brick  and  ftone,  and  moftly  on  one  broad  ftreet.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  in  a  fertile  country,  about  four  miles  fouth  of  Catokton  mountain,  and  is  a  place 
of  considerable  trade.  It  has  four  places  for  public  worfhip,  one  for  prefbyterians,  two 
for  Dutch  Lutherans  and  Calvinifts,  and  one  for  baptifts  j  beiides  a  public  jail  and 
a  brick  market  hcufe. 

Hagarftown  is  but  little  inferior  to  Frederictown  •,  and  is  situated  in  the  beautiful 
and  well-cultivated  valley  of  Conegocheague,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with 
the  weftern  country. 

Elkton  is  fituated  near  the  head  of  Chefcpeak  hay,  on  a  fmall  river  which  bears 
the  name  of  the  town.  It  enjoys  great  advantages  from  the  carrying- trade  between 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.   The  tides  rife  to  this  town. 

The  city  of  Wafhington,  in  the  territory  of  Columbia,  was  ceded,  by  the  ftates 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland, to  the  united  ftates,  and  eftabliihed  as  the  feat  of  the  federal 
government,  ^fter  the  year  1800.  This  city,  which  is  now  building,  ftands  at  the 
junction  of  the  rivers  Patomak  and  the  eaftern  branch,  latitude  38  °  53' north,  ex- 
tending nearly  four  miles  up  each,  ard  including  a  tract  of  territory,  exceeded,  in 
point  of  convenience,  falubrity,  ar.d  beauty,  by  none  in  Ameriea.  For  although  the 
land,  in  general,  appears  level,  yet  by  gentle  and  gradual  fwellings,a  variety  of  elegant 
profpects  are  produced,  and  a  fufficient  defcent  foimed  for  conveying  off  the  water 
occasioned  by  rain.  Within  the  limits  of  the  city  are  a  great  number  of  excellent 
fprings  ;  and  by  digging  wells,  water  of  the  beft  quality  may  readily  be  had.  Besides, 
the  never- failing  ftreams,  that  now  run  though  that  territory,  may  alfo  be  collected 
for  the  ufe  of  the  city.  The  waters  of  Reedy  branch,  and  of  Tiber  creek,  may  be 
conveyed  to  the  president's  houfe.  The  fource  of  Tiber  creek,  is  elevated  about  two 
hundred  and  thirty  fix  feet  above  the  level  of  the  tide  in  faid  creek.  The  perpendicu-. 
lar  height  of  the  ground  on  which  the  capitol  is  to  ftand,  is  feventy-eight  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  tide  in  Tiber  creek.  The  water  of  Tiber  creek  may,  therefore,  be 
conveyed  to  the  capitol,  and,  after  watering  that  part  of  the  city,  may  be  deftined  to 
•  other  ufeful  purpofes. 
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The  Eaftern  Branch  is  one  of  the  fafeft  and  moft  commodious  harbours  in  America," 
being  fufficiently  deep  for  the  largeft  (hips,  for  about  four  miles  above  its  mouth, 
while  the  channel  lies  clofe  along  the  bank  adjoining  the  city,  and  affords  a  large  and 
convenient  harbaur.  The  Patomak,  although  only  navigible  for  final!  craft, for  aeon* 
fiderable  diftance  from  its  banks  next  to  the  city,  (excepting  about  half  a  mile  above 
the  junction  of  the  rivers)  will,  neverthelefs,  afford  a  capacious  fummer  harbour-,  as 
an  immenfe  number  mips  may  ride  in  the  great  channel,  oppofite  to,  and  below  the 
city.  v 

The  fituation  of  this  metropolis  is  upon  the  great  poft  road,  equt  diltantfrom  the 
northern  and  fouthern  extremities  of  the  union,  and  nearly  fo  from  the  Atlantic  and 
Pittsburg,  upon  the  belt  navigation,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  commercial  territory,  pro- 
bably the  richeft,  and  commanding  the  moft  extenfive  internal  refcurces  of  any  in 
America.  It  has  therefore  many  advantages  to  recommend  it,  as  an  eligible  place  for 
the  permanent  (eat  of  the  general  government ;  and  as  in  is  likely  to  be  fpeedily 
built  and  othervvife  improved,  by  the  public  fpirited  enterprize  of  the  people  of  the 
united  ftates,  and  even  by  foreigners,  it  may  be  expected  to  grow  up  with  a  degree  of 
rapidity  hitherto  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  cities. 

The  plan  of  this  city  appears  to  contain  fome  important  improvements  upon  that 
of  the  beft  planned  cities  in  the-ivorld,  combining,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  conve. 
nience,  regularity,  elegance  of  profpect,  and  a  free  circulation  of  air.  The  poficions 
for  the  different  public  edifices,  and  for  the  feveral  fquares  and  areas  of  different 
fhapes,  as  they  are  laid  down,  were  firfl:  determined  on  the  mod  advantageous  ground, 
commanding  the  moft  exfenfive  profpects,  and,  from  their  fituation,  fufceptible  of 
fuch  improvements  as  cither  ufe  or  ornament  may  hereafter  require.  The  capitol  will 
be  fituated  on  a  moft  beautiful  eminence,  commanding  a  complete  view  of  every  par: 
of  the  city,  and  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  country  around.  The  prefident's  houfe 
will  ftand  on  a  rifing  ground,  poffeffing  a  delightful  water- profpect,  together  with  a 
commanding  view  of  thecapitol,  and  the  moft  material  parts  of  the  city.  Lines,  or 
avenues,  of  direct  communication  have  been  devifed  to  connect  the  moft  diftant  and 
important  objects.  Theie  tranverfe  avenues  or  diagonal  ftreets,  are  laid  out  on  the 
moft  advantageous  ground  for  profpect  and  convenience,  and  are  salculated  not  only 
to  produce  a  variety  of  charming  profpects;  but  greatly  to  facilitate  the  communication 
throughout  the  city.  North  and  fouth  lines,  interfered  by  ethers  running  due  eaft 
and  weft,  make  the  diftribution  of  the  city  into  ftreets,  fquares  &c.  and  thofe  lines 
have  been  fo  combined  as  to  meet  at  certain  given  points,  with  the  divergent  avenues, 
fo  as  to  form,  on  the  fpaces  flrft  determined,  the  oifferent  fquares  or  areas.  The  grand 
avenues,  and  fuch  ftreets  as  lead  immediately  to  public  places,  are  from  one  hundred 
and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet  wide,  and  may  be  conveniently  divided  into 
footways,  a  walk  planted  with  trees  on  each  fide,  and  a  paved  way  for  carriages.  Tha 
other  ftreets  are  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  wide.  >■ 

In  order  to  execute  this  plan,  Mr.  Ellicott  drew  a  true  meridional  line  by  celeftial 
obfervation,  which  paffes  through  the  area  intended  for  thecapitol.  This  line  he 
eroded  by  another,  running  due  eaft  and  weft,  which  paffes  through  the  fame  a.ea. 
Thefe  lines  were  accurately  meafured,  and  made  the  bafes  on  which  the  whole  plan  was 
executed.  He  ran  ail  the  lines  by  a  tranfit  inftrument,  and  determined  the  acute  angles 
by  actual  meafurement,  leaving  nothing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  compafs. 

Mines  and  manufactures.]  Mines  of  iron  ore,  ofafuperior  quality,  abound  in 
many  parts  of  the  ftate.  Furnaces  for  running  this  ore  into  pigs  and  hollow  ware, 
and  forges  to  refine  pig. iron  into  bars,  are  numerous,  and  worked  to  great  extent 
aad  profit.  This  is  the  chief  manufacture  of  importance  carried  on  in  the  rtatc,  except 
that  of  wheat  into  flour,  and  the  curing  of  tobacco. 

Trade.]  The  trade  of  Maryland  is  principally  carried  on  from  Baltimore, with  the 
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other  flates,  with  the  Weft- Indies,  and  with  feme  parts  of  Europ?,  To  thefe  places 
they  fer.d  annually  abowt  thirty  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  befides  large  quantifies 
of  whest,  flour,  pig  iron,  lumber  and  corn;  beans,  pork,  and  flaxfeed,  in  fmaller 
quantities  :  and  receive  in  return,  clothing  for  themfelves  and  negroes,  and  other 
dry  goods,  wines,  fpirits,  fugars  and  other  Weft-India  commodities.  The  balance  is 
generally  in  their  favour. 

The  tctal  amount  of  exports  from  Baltimore,  from  Dollars,  cents. 

Oftober  i,  1786,  to  September  30,  1790,  was  2,027,777  64 

Value  of  imports  from  the  fame  time,  1,94.5,899  55 

Exports  from  Oftober,  1,1790,  to  September  30,  1791,  3><3l>327  55 

During  the  laft  mentioned  period,  the  quantity  of  wheat  exported  was  two  hundred 
and  five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy-one  bufhe's — Indian  corn,  two  hundred 
and  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty -three  bufhels — buckwheat,  four  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  eighty-fix  bufhels — peas,  ten  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  nineteen 
bufhels-,  befides,  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand,  four  hundred  and  forty-five 
barrels  of  wheat- flour  •,  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twentyiive  barrelscf  Indian 
meal  •,  fix  thoufand  kven  hundred  and  fixty-  one  barrels  of  bread  ;  and  three  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  four  kegs  of  crackers.  The  nett  amount  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  and  fines,  penalties  and  forfeiture?,  in  the  whole  year  of  1792,  in  this  ftate, 
acco:ding  to  the  ftcretary's  report,  was  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  fcur 
hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars,  eighty-feven  cents. 

Religion.]'  The  Reman  catholics,  who  were  the  firft  fettlers  in  Maryland,  are 
the  mofl  numerous  religion.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  proteftaiit  epifcopalians,  Englifh, 
Scotch  and  Irifh  presbyterians,  German  Calvinilts,  German  Lutherans,  friends, 
baptifts,  methodifls,  mennonifls,  nicolites  or  new  quakers  ;  who  all  enjoy  the  moit 
perfeft  liberty  of  confidence. 

Seminaries  of  learning,  cVc.j  Wafhington  academy,  in  Somerfet  county,  was 
infiituted  by  law  in  1779.  It  was  founded  and  is  fupported  by  voluntary  fubferip- 
tions  and  private  donations,  and  is  authorized  to  receive  gifts  and  legacies,  and  to 
held  two  thoufand  acres  of  land.  A  fuppliment  to  the  law,  in  1784,  increafed  the 
number  of  truftees  from  elven  to  fifteen. 

Ini;S2,  a  college  was  irftituted  at  Chefter/own,  in  Kent  county,  and  was  ftiled 
Wafhington  College,  after  prefident  Wafhington.  It  is  under  the  management  of 
twenty  four  vifito'rs  or  governors,  with  pewer  to  fupply  vacancies,  and  hold  eftates,- 
whofe  yearly  value  fhall  not  exceed  fix  thoufand  pounds  current  money.  By  a  law 
enafted  in  1787,  a  pnrmament  fund  was  granted  to  this  inftituf'nn  of  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  a  year,  currency,  out  of  the  money  arifing  from  marriagc- 
licenfes,  fines  and  forfeitures  on  the  Eaftem  Shore. 

St.  John's  College  was  infiituetd  in  '784,  to  have  alio  twenty-four  truftees,  with. 
jower  to  keep  up"  the  fucceflion  by  fupplying  vacancies  and  ta  receive  an  annual  income 
'cf  nine  thoufand  pounds.  A  permanent  fund  is  afligned  this  college,  offeventeen 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year,  out  of  the  monies  arifing  from  marriage-licenfes, 
ordinary  licenfes,  fines  and  forfeitures  oa  the  Weftern  Shore.  This  college  is  to  be  at 
Annapolis,  where  a  building  is  now  prepared  for  it.  Very  liberal  fubferiptions  were 
obtained  towards  founding  and  carrying  on  thefe  feminaries.   The  two  colleges  ebnfti- 


fur,  by  rule  or  by  law.   The  chancellor  is  empowered  to  call  a  meeting   of   the    truf- 
■ttesj ,  or  a  reprefentauoa.  of  feven  of  e—h,  and  two  of  the  members  of  the  faculty 
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bfeach,  (the  principal  being  one)  whic  ;  meeting  is  tilled  "  The  Convocation  of  the 
ilniverfity  of  Maryland.''  who  are  to  frame  the  Jaws,  preferve  uniformity  of  man- 
ners and  literature  in  t  M-M-es,  confer  the  higher  degrees  ,  determine  appeals,  &c. 
The  Roman  catholics  alfo  erected -i  co'!et- 2  at  Georgetown  on  Patoraak  river, 
for  the  promotion  of  gt  .terature.  which  is  at  prefent  in  a  very  flourishing  Situ- 
ation •,  it  being  found  ins  -  luate  ;o  contain  the  number  of  ftudents  that  applied,  a 
large  addition  is  now  bui  to  if. 

In    178  ", the  method;!''  iruted  a  college  at  Abington,  in   Harford  county,  by 

the  name  of  Cokefbury  c  •-,  after  Thomas  Crke,  and  Francis  Afbury,  bifhops  of 
the  methoclift  epifcopal  cu  ..h.  1  he. college-  edifice  is  of  brick,  handfomely  built  on  a 
healthy  Spot,  enjoying  a  f  lie  air  and  a  very  exter.Siveprofpect. 

The  Students,  who  are  o  confift  of  the  fons  cf  travelling  preacher',  the  fons  of 
annual  fubferibers,  the  fbnS  of  the  members  of  the  methodift  fociety,  and  orphans, 
are  instructed  in  English,  Latin,  Greek,  logic,  rhetoric,  hiftory,  geography,  natural 
philofophv  and  aSlronomy  ;  and  when  the  finances  of  the  college  will  admit,  they 
are  to  be  taught  the  Hebrew,  French  and  German  languages. 

The  college  was  erected  and  is  fupported  wholly  by  fubferiptiori  and  voluntary  do- 
nations. 

The  ftudents  have  regular  hours  for  riSing,  for  prayers,  for  their  meals,  for  ftudy, 
and  for  recreation.  They  are  all  to  be  in  bed  precisely  at  nine  o'clock.  Their  recrea- 
tions, (for  they  are  all  to  be  indulged  in  nothing  which  the  world  cal's  "  play")  are 
gardening,  walking,  riding,  and  bathing,  without,  doors  ;  and  within  doors,  the  car- 
penter's, joiner's,  cabinet  maker's,  or  turner's  bufinefs.  Suitable  provifion  is  made  for 
thefe  feveral  occupations,  which  are  to  be  cenfidered  not  as  matters  of  drudgery  and 
conftraint,  but  as  pleafingand  healthful  recreations,  both  for  the  body  and  mind. 
Another  of  their  rules,  which  is  favourable  to  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  body  and 
mind,  is  that  the  ftudents  Shall  not  Sleep  on  feather  beds,  but  on  mattrafTes,  and  each 
one  by  himfelf.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  morals  and  religion  of  the  ftu- 
dents. 

There  are  a  few  other  literary  inftitutions,  of  inferior  note,  in  different  parts  of 
the  ftate  and  provifion  is  made  for  free  fchools  in  moft  of  the  counties  •,  though  fome 
are  entirely  neglected. 

Expenses  of  gov£rn-~j         The  annual    expenfes  of  government  are  estimated  at 
yENj  and  taxes.      |     about  twenty  thoufand  pounds  currency.    The  revenue 
ariSes  chiefly  from  taxes  on  real  and  perfonai  property. 

Constitution.]  Thelegiflature  is  compofed  oftwo  diftinct  branches,  a  fenate 
and  houfe  of  delegates,  and  ftiled  the  general  affembly  of  Maryland.  The  fenators- 
are  elected  in  the  following  manner.  On  the  firft  of  September  every  fifth  year,  the 
freemen  choofe  two  men  in  each  county  to  be  electors  of  the  fenate,  and  one  elector 
for  the  city  of  Annapolis,  and  One  for  the  town  of  Baltimore,  Thefe  electors  muft 
have  the  qualifications  neceflhry  for  county  delegates.  Thefe  electors  meet  at  Anna- 
polis, or  fuch  other  place  as  fha'l  be  appointed  for  convening  the  legislature,' on  the 
third  Monday  in  September,  every  fifth  year,  and  elect  by  ballot  fifteen  Senators 
out  of  their  own  body  or  from  the  people  at  large.  Nine  of  thefe  muft  be  refidentsr 
On  the  Weftern  Shore,  and  fix  on  the  Eaftern— they  muft  be  more  than  twenty-five 
years  of  age— muft  have  reSided  in  the  (late  more  than  three  years  next  preceding 
iht  election,  and  have  real  and  perfonai  property  above  the  value  of  a  thoufand 
pounds.  The  fenate  may  originate  any  bills,  except  money-bills,  to  which  .they  can 
only  give  thdr  "ent  or  diflent.  The  fenate  choofe  their  prefident  by  ballot.  The 
houfe  of  deleft;-  -'c  compofed  of  four  members  for  each  county,  choSen  annually 
the  firft  Monday  October.  The  city  of  Annapolis  and  town  of  Baltimore  send 
each  two  delegates.  The  qualifications  of  a  delegare,  are,  full  age,  one  year's  reft-. 
Vol.  ii.  6  E 
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dcnce  in  the  county  where  he  is  chofen,  and  real  and  perfona!  -property  above  tr»3 
value  of  rive  hundred  pounds.  Both  houfes  choofe  thejr  own  officers,  and  judge  of 
the  election  of  their  members.  A  majority  of  each  is  a 'quorum.  1  he  election  of  fe- ' 
nators  and  delegates  is  viva  voce,  and  fheriff  s  are  the  returning  officers,  except  in  Bal- 
timore town,  where  the  cornmifiioners  fuperintend  the  elections  and  make  returns 
The  ftated  fsfTion  of  the  legiflature  is  on  the  firft  Monday  in  November.  The  qua- 
lifications of  a  freeman  are,  full  age,'  a  frehold  eftate  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  ac- 
tual reiidence  in  the  county  where  he  offers  to  vote— or  property  to  the  value  of 
thirty  pounds  in  any  part  of  the  ftate,  and  a  year's  refider.ee  in  the  county  where  he 
offers  a  vote. 

On  the  fecond  Monday  in  November,  annually,  a  governor  is  appointed  by  the 
joint  ballot  of  both  houfes,  taken  in  each  houfe  reflectively,  and  deposited  in  a  con- 
ference room  ;  where  the  box?s  are  examined  by  a  joint  committee  of  both  houfes, 
and  the  number  of  votes  feverally  reported.  The  governor  cannot  continue  in  office 
longer  than  three  years  fucceffively,  nor  be  re  -elected  until  the  expiration  of  four  years 
after  he  has  been  out  of  office.— The  qualifications  for  the  chief-magiftracy,are  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  refidence  in  the  ftate  for  five  years  next  preceding  the  ejection, 
and  real  and  perfonal  eftate  above  the  value  cf  five  thoufand  pound?,  one  thoufand 
of  which  mulf  be  freehold  eftate.— -On  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  November,  annually, 
the  fenators  and  delegates  elect,  by  joint  ballot,  five  able  and  difcreet  men,  above 
twenty  five  years  of  age,  refidents  in  the  ftate  three  years  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion, and  pofTeffing  a  freehold  of  lands  and  tenements  above  the  value  of  a  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  a  council  for  affifting  the  governor  in  the  duties  of  his  office. — .Sena- 
tors, delegates,  and  members  of  council,  while  fu.cb,  can  hold  no  other  office  of  pro- 
fit, nor  receive  the  profits  of  any  office  exercifed  by  another.— The  governor,  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  appoints  the  chancellor,  all  judges  and  juftices,  the  "attorney, 
general,  naval  and  military  officers,  regifters  of  the  land  office,  furveyors,  and  alj 
other  civil  officers,  except  conftables,  affefTors  and  overfeers  of  the  roads.— A  court  of 
appeals  is  eftablifhed  for  the  final  determination  of  all  cafes,  which  may  be  brought 
from  the  general  court  of  admiralty,  or  of  chancery. 

Thisconftitutiou  was  efUblrfned  by  a  convention  of  delegates  at  Annapolis,  Au- 
guft  14,  1776. 

History.]  Maryland  was  granted  by  king  Charles  I.  to  George  Calvert,-J-baron  of 
Baltimore,  in  Ireland,  June  20,  1032.  It  was  called  Maryland,  in  honour  of  the  queen, 
and  was  the  firft  colony  which  was  erected  into  a  province  of  the  Englifh  empire, 
and  governed  by  laws  enacted  in  a  provincial  legifhture. 

Lord  Baltimore  was  a  Roman  catholic,  and  was  induced  to  undertake  this  fettle- 

*  George  Covert,  lord  Baltimore,  the  founder  of  Miry.  rouo£Baltiniore,inthecountyofLongford, in  Ireland.  \Vhile 

faad,  bom  in  1532,  was  educated  at  Oxford    university —  he  was  secretary,'  he  obtained  a  patent  of  the   province  of 

was  knighted  in  1617,  by  James  I.    and  two   years  after  Avelon  i;i  Newfoundland,  where  he  built   an  house,  and 

was  appointed  one  of  the   principal  secretaries  of  state,  spent  twenty-five  th-msand  pounds,  in  advancing  this  ne.v 

Which  off.;e  he  discharged  with  great  industry  and  fidelity  plantation;  but  fir  ding  it  exposed  to  the  French,  was  ob- 

an  i  was  rewarded  by  the  king  with  a  pension  of  a  thousand  liged  at  last  to  abandon  it. 

pounds  a  year.  Having  enjoyed  this  orhce  about  live  years,  Upon  this  he  came  over  to  Virginia ;  and,   having  taken 

he  resigned  it  in  162-1,  freely  owning  to  his  majesty,  that  a  view  of  the  country,  returned  to  England,  and  obtained 

he  was  a  Roman  catholic.    This  honest  confession  so  af-  from  Charles  I.  who  was  his  friend,  a  patent,  t'j  him  and 

tected  the  king,  that  he  continued  him  privy  counsellor  du-  his  heirs,  for  Maryland.*  He  died  in  London,    April   13. 

ring  his  reign  ;  and  in  1625,  created  him  (by  the  name  of  1642. 
;ir  Geoige  Calvert.of Danbywiskcjn  Yorkshire, knightj  ba- 

•  See  a  copy  of  this  patent  in  Hazard's  Historical  Collections,  page  317. 
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ment  in  America,  from  the  hope  of  enjoying  liberty  of  confcience  for  himfelf  and 
fuch  of  his  friends  as  might  prefer  an  eafy  banifhment  fiom  Er  gland,  embittered  as 
they  were  by  the  fharpnefs  of  the  laws,  and  the  popular  odium  which  hung  over 
them.  The  court,  at  that  time,  was  very  little  inclined  to  treat  the  Rofnap  catholics  in 
a  harm  manner  ,  neither  had  they  any  reafon  to  do  it  ;  but  the  laws  Were  of  a  '.-morons 
complexio-.i,  and  however  the  court  might  be  inclined  to  relax  them,  they  could  not 
in  policy  da  it  but  with  great  referve. 

The  fir't  emigration,  confiding  of  about  two  hundred  gentlemen  of  confiderabfe 
fortune  and  rank,  with  their  adherents,  chiefly  Roman  catholics,  faffed  from  England 
in  November,  1632  ;  and  after  a  profperous  voyage,  landed  in  Maryland,  near  the 
mouth  of  Patomak  river,  the  beginning  of  the  next  year.  Calvert  their  leader,  pur- 
chafed  the  rights  of  the  aborigines  for  a  confideration  which  feems  to  have  been  fatif. 
faftory  ;  and,  with  their  free  confent,  in  the  following  March,  he  took  poffefiion  of  their 
town,  which  he  called  St.  Mary's.  Prudence,  as  well  as  juftice,dictated  the  continuation 
of  this  fajutary  policy  with  regard  to  the  Indians  ;  and  having  carefully  .cultivated  their 
friendfhip,  he  lived  with  them  on  terms  of  perfect  amity,  till  it  was  interrupted  by  the 
Interefted  intrigues  of  one  William  Cleyborne*. 

The  providing  of  food  and  habitations,  neceffarily  engroffed  much  of  the  attention 
pf  the  firft  fettlers.  They  lived  for  fome  time,  rather  under  the  domeftic  regimen 
pf  a  family,  than  according  to  the  diffulive  regulations  of  a  provincial  eftabliihment. 
The  Indian  women  taught  the  emigrants  how  to  make  bread  of  their  corn— their 
men  went  out  to  hunt  and  fifh  with  the  E  ngliih— they  affifted  them  in  the  chace, 
and  fold  them  the  game  they  took  for  themfelves,  for  a  trifling  confideration  •,  fo  that 
the  new  fettlers  had  a  fort  c?f  town  already  built,  ground  ready  cleared  for  their  cul- 
tivation, and  no  enemy  to  harrafs  them.  They  had  alfo  prudently  commenced  their 
fettlement  at  that  feafcn  when  the  operations  of  agriculture  naturally  begin.  Food 
was  therefore  eafily  provided  for  thofe  whom  they  expected  to  follow  them  from 
England. 

Lord  Baltimore  laid  the  foundation  of  this  province  on  the  broad  bafts  cf  fecurity 
£0  property,and  liberty  in  religion  granting,  in  abfblute  fee,  fifty  acres  of  land  te  eve- 
ry emigrant ;  eftablifhing  chriftianity,  agreeably  to  the  old  common  law,  without  al- 
lowing pre  eminence  to  any  particular  feet.  The  wifdom  of  his  choice  and  meafures, 
foon  converted  a  dreary  wildernefs  into  a  profperous  colony.  The  tranfpottaion  of 
people,  and  neceffary  ftores  and  provifions  during  the  firit  two  years,  coft  lord 
Baltimore  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  pounds.  The  freemen  of  the  province,  even 
during  the  youthful  ftate  of  the  colony,  granted  him  a  fubfijy  of  fifteen  pounds  of 
tobacco  on  every  poll,"  as  a  teftimony  of  their  gratitude  for  his  great  charge  and 
folicitude  in  maintaining  the  government,  in  protecting  their  inhabitants  and  their 
lights,  and  for  reimburfing  his  vaft  charge."  This  donation  does  equal  honour  to 
both  ;   as  it  fhows  that  the  one  had  merit,  and  that  the  others  porTefled  gratitude. 

The  firft  affembly,  of  which  any  record  remains,  compofed  probably  of  the  whole 
freemen  of  the  province,  becaufe  their  numbers  were  few,  convened  in  February, 
1634-5.  Little  of  their  proceedings  are  now  known.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
2mong  other  wholefome  laws,  it  was  then  enacted,"  that  offenders  in  all  murders 
and  felonies,  (hall  fufFer  the  fame  pains  and  forfeitures,  as  far  the  fame  crimes  in 
England." 
As  emigrants  arrived  and  extended  themfelves  at  a  greater  dinhnce  from  St.  Mary's, 

.  •  This  Cleyb'M-nc  live.l  up^n  ani  claimed  Kent  island,  government  of  Virginia,"  knowing  no  reasons  why  the 
which  15  situitH  in  the  heart  of  Mary-land  He  refuse  I  h;s  rij.its  of  that  place  iliould  be  jiven  up,"  co  untenanted  his 
fiibmission  to  Che  j; iris  i-. ftion  uf  Maryland,  becius?  the       opposition. 
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e  metropolis,  legiflative  regulations  became  more  neceflary;  With  a  view  chiefly 
procure  the  affcnt  cf  the  fret  men  to  a  body  oc  laws  -vhich  the  proprietary  had 
transmitted,  Calvert,  the  governor,  called  a  new  aflemblv,  h  January  163.7  8.  But, 
rejecting  thefe  with  a  becomirg  -fpirit,  the'  prepared  a' collection  of  regulation?, 
which  demcrftrate  equally  tluir  good  fenfe  a.  '  the  ftate  of  their  affairs.  The  pro- 
vince was  divic'ed  into  baronies  and  manors  ?  privileges  of  which  were  carefully 
regulated.  A  bill  was  palled,  "  for  fettling  the  Jete."  Others,«'for  the  liberties  of 
the  people,"  and  „  ftr  (wearing  allegiance  to  heir  fovreign  "  The  rnterefis.of  pro- 
pe;ty  were  duly  attended  to.  Bi.ls  p.^fled  for"  afiurance  of  titles  to  lands,  and  regu- 
lating their  mode  of  Jefcenr,"and  "forfuc  effi  -  of  the  goods  of  deceafed  ittefrates.'*' 
The  law  ^oth  "  for  civil  and  jcrinrra'  r..i.fes"  was  afcertained.  Laws  were  a!fo  enact- 
ed," for  the  pa^  me.  f  of  tobacco,  for  the  piarilr  g  t  f  corn  •,"  and  a  variety  of  other' 
regulations  of  Crmeftrc  economy,  and  of  commerce,  wet e  eftablifhed. 

A  third  afltmblv  was  .elJ  at  St.  John'*,  in  F -biuary  1638  9,  at  which  time  a  con- 
siderable change  took  place.  While  the  fewntfs  of  their  numbers  continued,  the 
whole  body  of  fieemen  feem  to  have  conftnted,  in  perfon  to  every  law.  But  now  an 
act  pafTed,"  for  eftablifhing  the  honfeof  afl'embly."  It  enacted  that  thofe  who  fhould 
be  elected  purfuant  to  writs  ifTued,  fhould  be  called  lurgeffes,  and  fhould  fupply  the. 
place  of  the  freemen,  who  chofe  them  in  the  fame  manner  and  to  the  fame  purpofe 
as  the  reprefentatives  in  the  parliament  of  England— that  the  gentlemen  fummoned 
by  the  fpecial  wric  of  the  proprietary,  and  thofe  freemen  who  fhould  not  have  voted 
at  any  of  the  elections,  together  with  the  governor  and  fecretary,  fhould  be  called 
the  houfe  of afl'embly."  That  all  acts  aflented  to  by  that  body,  fhould  be  deemed.  ■ 
"of  the  fame  force,  as  if  the  proprietary  and  freemen  had  been  perfonally  prefent.  . 
The  legiflative  power  being  thus  erected,  the  afFeijibly  pafTed  a  code  of  laws,  till  a 
complt.'e  fv  item  of  jurifprudence  fhould  be  eftablifhed.  "Holy  church,"  fa  id  the 
good  catholics, "fhall  have  all  her  rights  and  liberties."  All  inhabitants  were  required 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  majefty— the  prerogatives  of  the  proprietary 
were  recognized — and  it  was  declared,  that  the  colonifts  fhould  enjoy  their  liberties.,. . 
according  to  the  great  charter  of  England.  The  acts  of  affombly  of  Maryland  de- 
monstrate that  none  of  the  Englifh  provincials  better  underftood  the  nature  of  their' 
rights,  or  were  more  ready  to  acknowledge  their  duties-,  than  were  the  people  of. that 
province. 

Slavery  feems  to  have  rooted  in  Maryland  with  its  firft  inhabitants— 'as  an  act  of 
this  afTembly  defcribes  "the  people,"  toconlift  of  all  chriftian  inhabitants,  "  flaves 
only  excepted." 

In  the  beginning  of  the  parliament,  which  afTembled  in  1640,  an  attempt  was  made' 
to  eftabliih  once  moreover  Virginia  the  government  of  the  ancient  corporation,  and 
thereby  to  annul  the  charter  of  Maryland.  But  owing  partly  to  the  vigorous  op- 
pofiticn  of  the  rflembly  of  that  ancient  dominion,  which  had  now  learned,  from  ex- 
perience, that  more  real  liberty  was  enjoyed  under  any  form  of  government,  than 
beneath  the  rule  of  a  commercial  company,  but  mora  to  the  injuftice  and  difficulty 
of  themeafure,  that  project  was  dropped?— and  thus,  what  commenced  in  wicked- 
nefs,  ended  in  difappointment. 

Never  did  a  people  enjoy  more  real  happinefs,  or  were  more  grateful  for  it,  than' 
the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  under  Cecilius,  the  excellent  founder  of  that  province. 
The  fpirit  which  the  emigrants  difplayed  on  all  occafions,  as  we'i  as  their  legiflative 
talents,  evince  tha-  thev  underftood  their  interests,  and  purfueJ  i:— <-that  whik  they 
cherifhed  the  juft  prerogative  of  the  proprietary,  they  never  loft  fieht  of  taftjPtgrrts  of 
freemen.  ' 

1  he  wife  and  prudent  meafures  of  the  governor,  wkh  regard  to  the  Ind;ans,  had; 
hitherto  enfured  a  pence,   which  had  proved  extremely  beneficial  to  the  province,  den* 
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i»g  its  weaknefs.  The  intrigues  of  Cleyborne,  however,  infufed  a  jcaloufy  that  was 
never  altogether  eradicated.  The  rapid  increafe  of  Strangers,  which  threatened  their 
own  annihilation  as  a  people,  and  the  donation  of  their  lands,  without  the  authority  of 
government,  for  trifling  considerations,  gave  them  the  greateft  diSTatisfaction.  All 
thefe  caufes  brought  on  an  Indian  war,  in  1642,  which  lafted  for  feveral  years,  and 
was  attended  with  the  cuftomary  evils.  A  peace  was  at  length  concluded  on  the  ufual 
conditions,  of  prefent  fubmiflion  and  of  future  amity. 

Laws  were  foon  after  made,  to  prevent,  in  future,  the  existence  of  the  fame  caufes. 
AH  purchases  of  lands  from  the  Indians,  without  the  confent  of  the  proprietary,  were 
declared  illegal  and  void.  It  was  made  "  felony  of  death"  for  any  perfon  "  to  fell  or 
tranfport  any  friendly  Indians."  And  it  was  declared  to  be  highly  penal  to  deliver 
any  arms  or  ammunition  to  them.  Thefe  falutary  regulations,  with  the  prudent  con- 
dud  of  the  governor,  preferred  a  long  and  advantageous  peace  with  the  aborigines. 

The  public  tranquillity  was  fcarcely  reftored,  when  it  was  disturbed  by  mifchiefs  of 
greater  magnitude  and  more  malignant  effects.  The  reftlefs  Cleyborne,  joined  by  Ri- 
chard Ingle,  who  had  been  proclaimed  a  traitor  againft  his  king,  in  1643,  aided  by 
the  turbulent  fpiritof  the  times,  raifed  a  rebellion  in  this  province,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1645,  and  obliged  Calvert,  the  governor,  to  flee  into  Virginia  for  protec- 
tion. The  administration,  which  he  had  been  conftrained  to  relinquish,  Cleyborne's 
adherents  inftantly  feized  on  as  fallen  to  them,  and  exercifed  it  with  great  violence. 
And,  notwithstanding  Calvert's  mod  rigorous  exertions,  the  revolt  was  not  fupprek 
fed,  nor  quiet  reftored,  till  Auguft,  1646.  The  calamities  of  that  period  are  fuSHciently 
defcribed  by  the  aSTembly,  when  they  fay,  "  that  the  province  had  been  wafted  by  a 
miferable  diSTention  and  unhappy  war,  which  had  been  clofed  by  a  happy  restitution 
of  a  bleffed  peace."  In  order  to  reftore  general  tranquillity,  an  act  of  oblivion  was 
paSTed  by  the  aflembly.  It  granted  a  free  pardon  of  all  offences,  committed  dur- 
ing the  revolt,  by  any  perfons  whatfoever,  except  Ingle  and  a  few  others  of  the  iSle 
of  Kent.  It  difcharged  all  actions  for  wrongs  done  while  the  rebellion  lafted,  and  pro- 
hibited all  compliance  with  William  Cleyborne,  in  opposition  to  the  proprietary's 
right  and  dominion.  And  foon  after  the  aSTembly  enacted,  **  that  the  charges  of  all 
domeftic  infurrections  Shall  be  defrayed  by  an  equal  tax  upon  the  perfons  and  eftates 
of  the  inhabitants." 

The  revolt  being  thus  fuppreSTed,  and  order  reftored  in  the  State,  the  aflembly  endea- 
voured, with  a  laudable  anxiety,  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  church  ;  and  though 
compofed  chiefly  of  Roman  catholics,  which  would  have  enabled  it  to  have  pafled  any 
regulation  peculiarly  favourable  to  that  denomination,  the  act  which  it  paffed.  "  con- 
cerning religion,"  breathes  afpirit  of  liberality  uncommon  at  that  period.  It  recited 
that  the  enforcement  of  confeience  had  ever  been  of  dangerous  confequence  in  thofe 
countries  in  which  it  had  been  practifed.  And  it  was  enacted,  "  That  no  perfons,  pro- 
testing to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift,  Should  be  molefted  in  refpect  of  their  religion,  or  in 
the  free  exercife  thereof,  or  be  compelled  to  the  exercife  of  any  other  religion,  againft 
their  confent ;  fo  that  they  be  not  unfaithful  to  the  proprietary,  or  confpire  againft 
the  civil  government.  That  any  perfon  molefting  another  in  refpect  of  his  religious 
tenets,  Should  pay  treble  damages  to  the  party  aggrieved,  and  twenty  Shillings  to 
the  proprietary  ;  that  thofe  reproaching  any  with  opprobrious  names  of  religious  dif- 
tinction,  Should  forfeit  ten  Shillings  to  the  perfons  injured  ,  that  any  one  fpeaking  re- 
proachfully againft  the  bleSTed  virgin,  or  the  apoftles,  Should  forfeit  five  pounds.  But 
blafphemy  againft  God  Should  be  puniShed  with  death."  This  act  palled  1649,  and  was 
confirmed,  in  1676,  among  the  perpetual  laws  of  the  province. 

Virginia,  at  this  period,  animated  by  a  very  different  fpirit,  paSTed  fevere  laws  againft 
the  puritans,  whofe  ministers  were  not  fuffered  to  preach.  This  occasioned  numbers 
to  emigrate  to  Maryland. 
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Extraordinary  fcenes  were,  at  this  time,  exhibited  on  the  colonial  theatres,  fy 
MafTachufetts,  the  congregationalifts,  intolerant  towards  the  epifcopalians,  andevery 
other  feet ;  the  epifcopal  church  retaliating  upon  them  in  Virginia  •,  and  the  Roman 
catholics  of  Maryland  tolerating  and  protecting  all. 

The  year  1650  is  remarkable  in  the  hiftory  of  Maryland,  for  the  final  eftablifh- 
ment  of  that  conftitution,  which  continued,  with  fome  fhort  interruption,  till  the 
prefent  one  was  adopted  in  1776.  The  burgeffes,  who  convened  in  1642,  «  defired 
that  they  might  be  feperated  and  fit  by  themfelves,  and  haye  a  negative."  The 
governor  did  rot  grant  their  requeft.  They,  however,  afterwards  availed  themfelve.s 
of  the  diftraction  which  took  place,  about  this  time,  and  the  afTembly,  in  1649,  di- 
vided into  two  branches,  and  tranfacted  affairs  in  form  or  upper  and  lower  houfe.  A 
law  was  now  (1650)  patted  "  for  fettling  this  prefent  aflembly."  tt  enacted,  that 
thofe,  who  were  called  bv  fpecial  writ,  mould  conftitute  the  upper  houfe— thofe 
chofen  by  the  hundreds  mould  form  the  lower  houfe — and  that  all  bills  which 
mould  be  aflented  to  by  the  two  branches  of  the  legiflature  and  confirmed  by  the 
governor,  fhould  be  deemed  the  laws  of  the  province,  and  have  the  fame  effect  as 
if  the  freemen  were  perfonally  prefent.  It  is  from  this  epoch  of  its  exiftence.  that 
the  democratic  part  of  the  afTembly,  confiding  of  fourteen  delegates,  muft  date  the 
origin  of  its  peculiar  immunities  or  exclufive  privileges. — an  act  of  recognition  of 
the  undoubted  right  of  lord  Baltimore  to  the  province,  was  patted 'at  the  fame 
feffion. 

The  province  at  this  time  was  divided  into  three  counties  :  St,Mary's,  the  ifle  of 
Kent  and  Ann-Arundel.  Thefe  counties  were  fubdivided  into  eight  hundreds. 

In  September  1651,  commiflioners  were  appointed  by  the  then  ruling  powers  in 
England,  "for  reducing  and  governing  the  provinces  within  the  bay  of  Chefapeak  •/? 
which  truftthey  executed  with  great  attention  and  dexterity. 

The  following  year,  the  commissioners  ifl'ued  a  variety  of  orders  with  refpecf 
to  Maryland.  Yet,  while  they  eftablifhed  the  authority  of  the  commonwealth,  they 
permitted  the  proprietary,  who  had  acknowledged  its  authority,  to  rule  the  province, 
as  formerly  ;  though,  in  the  name  of  the  keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England.  But 
in  1654,  the  year  after  he  was  made  protector  for  life,  Cromwell  feized  the  govern- 
ment. Contentions  enfued  between  the  Roman  catholics  and  the  puritans  •,  the  for- 
mer adhering  to  their  old  conftitution,  the  latter  to  the  new  eftablifhed  authority 
of  the  commonwealth;  which  at  length  iffued  in  a  civil  war.  Various  fkirmifhes  ' 
were  fought  with  various  fuccefs,  till  finally,  a  decifive  engagement  took  place, 
and  the  Roman  catholics  were  vanquifhed  ;  the  governor,  Stone,  was  taken  prifonerj 
and  ordered  to  be  executed  according  to  martial  law  ;  but  the  mildnefs  of  his  admin-  ■ 
iftration  had  fo  endeared  him  to  the  foldiers  of  his  adverfaries,  that,  by  their  inter- 
cettio/i,  his  fentence  wasfufpended.  He,  however,  fuffered  a  long  and  rigorous  con- 
finement. 

In  July  1654,  Cleyborne,  who  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  as  the  evil  genius  of 
Maryland,  appointed  Fuller,  Prefton  and  others,  commissioners  "for  directing  the 
affairs  of  Maryland,  under  his  highnefs,  the  lord  protector*"  And  thefe  men  called 
an  afTembly  to  meet  in  the  next  October.  The  burgeffes,  returned  for  St.  Mary's 
county,  refufed  to  ferve,  deeming  it  '«  inconfiftent  with  the  oaths  which  they  had  ta- 
ken to  lord  Baltimore." 

This  afTembly  firft  patted"  an  act  of  recognition  of  Cromwell's  juft  title,  and  au- 
thority"—-as  from  him  it  had  derived  its  power.  It  next  patted  "  an  act  concern-  . 
nig  religion,"  declaring,  that  none  who  profefTed  the  popifh  religion,  could  be  pro- 
tected in  this  province,  by  the  laws  of  England,  formerly  eftablifhed  and  yet  unre- 
pealed; nor  by  the  government  of  the  commonwealth.  That  fuch  as  profefTed  faith  in 
.God,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  though  differing  in  judgment  from  the  doctrine  and  difcipline 
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publicly  held  forth,  flaould  not  be  reftrained  from  the  exercife  of  their  religion 
provided  fuch  liberty  was  not  extended,  to  popery  or  prelacy,  or  to  fuch  as.uad£r 
the  profeflion  of  Chrift,  praflifed  licentioufnefs."  The  contrail  betwen  chi?  and  the 
.act  of  aflembly  of  16+9,  relative  to  religion,  reflects  great  hmour  on  the  liberality 
and    good   fenfe   of  the  Roman  catholics. 

In  March  1658,  the  government  was  furrendered,  by  the  commimoners,  to  Jofiah 
Fendall,efq.  who  had  been  appointed  governor  by  the  proprietary.  During  his  admi- 
niftration, the  burgefles  of  the  aflembly,  which  met  in  February,  164.9,  ty  '*'s  cotl* 
nivance  or  direction,  diflblved  the  upper  houfe,  and  aflltmed  every  power  in  the  ftate. 
Into  their  hands,  he  treacheroufly  furrendered  what  hid  fo  lately  been  entrufted  him 
by  the  proprietary,  and   from. them  he  accepted  a  new  com.nilnon  as  governor. 

The  hon.  Philip  Calvert,  efq.  being  appointed  governor,  by  the  proprietary,  in 
June,  1606,  affumed  that  adminiftration,  the  December  following.  His  predeceflbr, 
.'(Fendall)  was  now  tried  for  high  treafon,  found  guilty,  and  condemned  tobanifh- 
ment,  with  thelofs  ofhiseftate.  But  the  accuftomed  magnanimity  of  the  founder 
of  the  province  prevailed  over  his  refentments,  and  he  granted  him  a  pardon,  0:1 
paying  a  moderate  fine.  His  accomplices,  upon  timely  fubmiflion,  were  fully  pardon- 
ed, without  profecution.  With  the  commifllon  of  the  proprietary  to  Philip  Calvert, 
was  tranfmitted  a  letter  from  Charles  II.  now  reftored  to  the  crown  of  England, 
ycomruanding  all  officers  and  others,  his  fubjects  in  Maryland,  to  aflift  him  in  there- 
eftabliftiment  of  lord  Baltimore's  juft  rights  andjurifdictions. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  various  diffractions,  and  revolutions,  Maryland  continued 
;to  increafe  in  population  and  wealth.  At  the  epoch  of  the  restoration  (1660)  this 
province  contained  about  twelve  thoufand  fouls*. 

In  1662,  Charles  Calvert,  eldeft  fon  of  the  proprietary,  aflumed,  by  appointment 
of  his  father,  the  adminiftration  of  the  government  of  Miryland  ;  and,  if  we  may 
decide  from  the  various  "  acts  of  gratitude"  which  were  pafled  by  the  aflembly,  he 
followed,  with  the  greateft  fuccefs,'the  falutary  maxims  of  his  father. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1676,  died  Cecilius,  the  father  of  his  province,  co- 
vered with  age  and  reputation,  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  government.  Pie  lived 
,to  fee  his  provi  ice,  divided  into  ten  counties,  containing  about  fixteen  thoufandf  in- 
habitants, of  whom,  the  Roman  catholics  were,  to  the  number  of  proteftants,  in  the 
proportion  of  an  hundred  to  one.  But  there  were  no  parifhes  laid  out,  nor  churches 
erected,  nor  public  maintenance  granted,  for  the  fupportof  the  miniftry.  And  there 
.were  then  in  Maryland,  only  three  clergymen  of  the  church  of  England. 

Charles  Calvert,  who  had  governed  the  province  with  great  ability,  prudence, 
and  reputation,  from  the  year  1661,  fucceeded  his  father  as  proprietary,  in  the  year 
I.676.  He  immediately  convened  an  aflembly  in  which  he  prefided  in  perfon.  They 
carefully  revifed  the  whole  code  of  laws,  repealed  the  unneceflary,  explained  the  ob- 
fcure,  and  confirmed  the  falutary. 

Early  in  the  year  1689,  a  rumour  was  artfully  difleminated,  which  faction  hadfram- 
ed,  and  credulity  believed,  "  that  a  popifh  adminiftration,  fupported  by  pipifts,  had 
leagued  with  Indians,  to  cut  off*  all  the  proteftants  in  the  province."  Confufion,  dif- 
may,  and  indignation^  inftmtly  feized  the  people.  E/ery  art  was  tried  to  fatisfy  them, 
of  the  falfehood,  the  folly  and  abfuriity  of  the  report;  but  in  vain.  "  An  affbcia- 
tion  in  arms,  for  the  defence  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  for  aflerting  the  right 
of  king  William  and  quetn  Mary  to  that  province,aid  all  the  Englifh  dominions,  ■'  was 
formed  in  April,  16 S9.  The  aflbciation  placed  at  their  hea  l,  John  Co:>de,  a  fecji  - 
iious,  profligate  character,  who  in   16J1,  had  been  tried  aad  condemned   for  feii- 
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its  say  there,  were,  at  this  period,  twenty  thousand  souls,  at  least. 
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ticus  practices,  but  had  been  pardoned.  The  deputies,  at  firft,  endeavoured  to  cppofe 
the  a/Tcciation  with  force  •,  but  meeting  few  fupporters  they  were  conftrairied  to 
deliver  up  the  fort,  with  the  powers  of  government,  by  capitulation  ;  and  a  revo- 
Juricn  io  government,  cf  great  extent  and  duration,  enfued  in  Maryland. 

Thus  were  the  prerogatives  of  the  propiietary,  which  he  had  exerted  with  an  un- 
exampled attention  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  together  with  the  privileges  of  the 
Reman  catholics,  which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed  under  the  mildeft  of  laws,  over- 
whelmed at  once  by  the  provincial  popifh  plot,  and  buried  in  thefame  grave.  William 
approved  the  revolution,  and  tranfmitted  c  rders  to  thofe  who  had  thus  acquired  the 
power,  to  exercife  it,  in  his  name,  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  •,  and  for  the  fuc- 
ceedincr  twenty-feven  years,  the  government  of  the  province  remained  in  the  crown 
of  England.     In  i 692,  the  proteftant  religion  was  eftablifhed  by  law  in  this  province. 

In  the  year  1716,  the  government  was  reftored  to  Charles,  lord  Baltimore,  the  then 
proprietary,  and  continued  in  his  and  his  fucceflbrs'  hands,  till  the  late  revolution  ; 
when  though  a  minor,  the  proprietary's  property  in  the  lands,  was  confifcated,  and 
the  government  affumed  by  the  freemen  of  the  province,  who  framed  their  prefetit 
conftitution. 

In  regard  to  the  American  revolution,  which  feparated  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
Maryland  was  not  behind  hei  fifter  ftates  in  its  accomplishment. 

In  July,  1 775,  the  Maryland  convention  met  at  Annapolis,  and  unanimoufly  re- 
folved  upon  an  affociation  to  be  figned  by  its  members,  and  by  all  the  freemen  of  the 
then  province.  They  faid,"  we  do  unite  as  one  band,  and  folemnly  pledge  ourfelves 
to  each  other  and  to  America,  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  fupport  the 
prefent  oppefuion,  carrying  on,  as  well  by  arms  as  by  the  continental  aflbciation,  re- 
training eur  commerce,"  die.  1  hey  alfo  refolved,  "  that  there  be  forty  companies 
cf  minute  men,  enrolled  as  fcon  as  might  be  •,  that  every  able-bodied,  effeftive 
jreeman,  within  the  province,  between  fixteen  and  fifty"  (with  the  ufual  exceptions 
in  fuch  cafes)  "as  foon  as  might  be,  and  at  furtheft  before  the  15th  of  September, 
Should  enroll  himfelf  in  fome  cempany  of  militia."  They  eftablifhed  a  council  of 
fafety,  confiding  of  fixteen  perfons,  who  were  to  regulate  the  operations  of  the  mi- 
nute men  and  militia,  and  alfo  during  the  recefs,  to  do  all  other  matters  for  fecur- 
ing  the  province,  and  for  providing  for  its  defence.  They  ordered  committees  of  ob- 
fervation  and  of  correspondence  to  be  chofen,  and  bills  of  credit,  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  and  fixty-fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  fix  dollars,  to  be  Struck  off, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  for  the  fervice  of  the  province. 

Maryland  wasthelaftto  fign  the  articles  of  confederation,  publifhed  by  congrefs 
after  the  declaration  of  independence.  The  reafon  fhe  affigned  for  her  delay, was,«'that 
fhe  had  no  vacant,  unappropriated  weftern  territory,  of  which  there  were  large  tracts 
in  the  united  ftates,  and  which  fhe  contended,  with  great  juftice,  ought  to  be  deemed 
the  common  property  of  the  union,  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for  finking  the  national 
debt."  Till,  therefore,  fome  fatisfaction  mould  be  given  on  the  fubject,  fhe  declined  ac- 
ceding  to  the  confederation.  Congrefs  having  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates, 
claiming  fuch  country,  to  relinquifh  their  claims  to  the  union,  which  being  complied 
with  on  the  part  of  fome  of  the  ftates,  the  legiflature  of  Maryland,  by  the  earneft 
requeft  of  congrefs,  empowered  their  delegates  in  congrefs,  by  an  aft  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  tofubferibe  and  ratify,  the  articles  of  confederation  :  and  this  they  did,  as  we'll 
from  a  defire  to  perpetuate  and  Strengthen  the  union,  as  from  a  confidence  in  the  juf- 
tice and  generofity  of  the  larger  ftates— and  from  a  belief,  that  riling  fuperior  to  lo- 
cal interefts,  they  would  confent  to  fuch  arrangements  of  the  unapproppiated  lands, 
included  in  the  refpeftive  charters,  as  good  policy  required,  and  the  great  exertions 
of  their  own  date  in  the  common  caufe  had  fo  highly  deferved.     On  the  firft  of 
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March,  1781,  they  figned  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  they  were  thus  finally  ra- 
tified. 

Attheclofe  of  t'he  war,  Henry  Harford,  efq.  the  natural  fon  and  heir  of  lord 
Baltimore,  petitioned  the  legiflature  of  Maryland  for  his  eftate  •,  his  petition,  howe- 
ver, was  not  granted,  /or  reafons  which  we  are  not  able  to  afiign.  He  eftimated  his 
lofs  of  quit-rents,  valued  at  twenty  years  purchafe,  and  including  arrears,  at  two 
hundred  and  fifty  nine  tboufand  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds,  fivefhillings, 
Maryland  currency  :  and  the  value  of  his  manors  and  refer  ved  lands  at  three  hundred 
and  twenty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  of  the  fame  money. 

During  the  rage  of  the  paper  currency  mania,  in  many  of  the  ftates,  foon  after  the 
peace,  Maryland  efcaped  the  calamity.  The  hcufe  of  delegates  brought  forward  abill 
for  the  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit  to  a  large  amount ;  but  the  fenate  firmly  and  fuccefs- 
fully  refifted  the  pernicious  fcheme.  The  oppofition  between  the  two  houfes  was  vio- 
lent and  tumultuous-,  it  threatened  the  ftate,  for  a  while,  with  anarchy  ;  but  the 
queftion  was  carried  to  the  people,  and  the  good  knfe  of  the  fenate  finally  prevailed. 

When  the  prefent  federal  conftitution  came  before  the  convention  of  Maryland,  in 
.April  1788,  feveral  men  of  talents  appeared  in  oppofition  to  it,  and  were  unremitted 
in  their  endeavors,  before,  as  well  as  during  the  fitting  of  the  convention,  to  perfuade 
the  people,  that  the  propofed  plan  of  government  was  artfully  calculated  to  deprive 
them  of  their  deareft  rights.  But  on  taking  the  voice  of  the  convention,  there  ap- 
peared in  favour  of  adopting  it,  fixty-three  againft  twelve. 

In  the  report  of  the  commissioners  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  united  ftates 
with  the  individual  ftates,  Maryland  appears  on  the  fide  of  the  debtor  ftates,  charged 
with  a  debt  to  the  union  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 
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Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Sq..  Miles. 

Length   446?  ,    .  f     o  °  and  8  «  W.  Jong.  1      , . 

Breadth  2*4}  ^^     I  3*  °  3°' and  40°  30"  N.  l.t./      ^°°° 

n  i  TJOUNDED  north,  by  Maryland,  part  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the 

Boundaries. j  J£J  0hio  river  .  weftj  by  Kent,cky  .  fouthj  by  Nprth  Carolina  5 

and  eaft,  by  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

Civil  divisions  and  population.]  This  ftate  is  divided  into  eighty-two  counties, 
(and,  by  another  divifion  into  parifhesj  which,  with  the  number  of  inhabitants,  ac- 
cording to  the  cenfus  of  1 790,  are  mentioned  in  the  following  table. 

*  In  the  following  defcription  of  this  ftate.  free  ule  has  been  made  ofrar.  Jefferfon's  celebrated 
"Notes  on  Virginia.'* 
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J. 


Si 


Augusta, 

theparteastcftlu   , 
r.ortli  mountain     J 
Part  weft  of  do- 
Albemarle 
Accomack 
Amherft. 
Amelia, 

including  Not  to-  j 
•  ivay  a  new  county  J 
Botetourt, 
as  it  stood  previous  | 
to  the  formstioii  of  ^> 
Wythe  from  it  and  i 
Montgomery 

Buckingham 

Berkley 

Brunfwick 

Bedford 

Cumberland 

CliefterEeld 

Charlotte 

Culpeper 

Charles-city 

Caroliti* 

Campbell 

Dinwiddie 

Effex 

Elizabeth-City 

Fauquier 

Fairfax 

Franklin 

Fluvanna 

Frederick  division 

Ditto 
Gloucefter 
Goochland 
Greenfx  ille 
Greenbrier, 
including  Kanawa 
a  new  county 
Henrico 
Hano\cr 
Hatnpfhire 
Harrifon 
Hardy 
HallUx 
Henry 


c. 


z°4*it66c  3438 


)86 


4  = 


'9 


55«|  si* 

'7°3i79o;j342i  '\ 
2297,2r  77  4502  -2X 
*°St>\23S  3995  [2I 


1709 


16973278 


2247  2562  4432 


■274 «>37 
42534547 
i472,'529 
17852266 
88jj  914 

.652,'5S7 

2S5'379 
j3723755 

532j  5°9 
'799,'73' 
'23°|«347 
'7901396 

9c8    869 

390]  388 
267429S3 
1138 1872 
1266  1629 


106 


2-1 


26S5 
7850  ,, 

^'8|132 

36?t  52 

3'49|36n 

'043 ,f, 

2363 
2853 
1706 

77" 


5S9 

757 


654 
"653 


207S  2517 


'597 
1028 
669 

1463 

1823 
1 637 
1662 
487 


1523 
1059 
627 

'574 


55°° 
3601 
2840 
1.87 

3°4> 

4269 

3'°5 
2053 

'234 

2*39 


117012607 

'4,2|3'4Z 
19563261 

,  579|  9+7 
,1 1 08  2256  3192 
2214  232oj*397 
523 


93 

'35 

34 

25 

49 

^7 

21 0 

257 
ill 

2C 

y8i 

>3 

4"| 

226I 


t  1  307 


•9^3  3277  165 


1259 


4168 
z932 
6776 
2754 
4434 
7487 
4S16 
8226 

3'4l 

10292 
2488 
7334 
5+40 
1S76 
6642 
4574 
1073 
1466 

>3'9 
293i 
7063 
46561 

3620 

'3l9, 


-097 


|8'9, 
8223 

4  54 

67 

S69; 

55*5 
1501 


Names  of  Counties, 


Ifle  of  Wight 
10886 James  City 

iKing  William 
I2c35^-ingand(^:tn 

,yUienburg 
Loud On 
Lancafler 
Louifa 
Mccl.lc'-burg 
Mwidlefrx 
,„_,  ,  Monongalia 

Montgomery, 
0770"  »' Woo' puvious 

'^^Wytliehotn  jjtgnd 
'  2827  jBotetduq 
io53ijNorfolk 
8153  Northampton 
>42'4  New. Kent 
10078  Northumberland 
22105  Nanfemond 

558S  Orange 
I  7489  Ohio 
7685  Prince  Edward 
13934  Prince  Wiliism 
9 <22  Prince  George 
345°  Powhatan 
17892  Pendleton 
12320  Putfylvsnia 
684-  Prii  ceis  Anne 
392'  Richmond 
I196S  '  Rudolph 
J  Rockingham 

'3498JRufleli 
9°53jRockbridge 
£562  SpotfyUania 

[Stafford 
°°'5,oou;ham;iUn 
jSurry 
,2°°°  Shenandoah 
a4753|bulLx 
7  34°i  Warwick 
lcSo  Waftvingtou 
7336  Westmoreland 
l472  2(Vo;k 

b4  79l 


*> 


1208    ?  '63  2+.,  ^ 

3  95    359]    765 

723  '23;t4,8| 

995  102&2i,8 
757    ™i  ,    8%' 

3677  3992:,^0 

957  loz4 

'"57 
407 
1089 


2ci5'l899i 
3?o  3% 


345 


754 
2 1,6 <6 


284637440804 


2650 

857 

605 


3  3*39 

TJ  4  I 

4:^768 


828 


2.5' 


'387 lilly  4645345 
•^l1^1,   -03,44 


j    l?7\»99 

1046 . 1'37J2323 
1215  1167  233' 

1222   1377j230fc! 
1044]l07rjl96l 

644,/97;33o3 


J4 


i9/|37*° 
48°4.,9'~ 
64138 » 7 
44 


822 
5<8 
686 

2447 
1151 

697 
270 


965 

623 

568 
zocS 
I  169 

704 

221 
1S16  1652 

734-!  9°9 
»5»7|'S5* 

I34'j1355 
1632  '546 

732|   6c, 

=  409   27?9 

I21JII74 
176,  158 

I2S7.I440 
s'5j   754 

530,    46' 


Total. 


HC955116135 


60O 

112 

4o8a 
2207 
l5^7 

441 
3apg 
[440 
\7& 
:532 
J70v 
3134 

379 
479 » 
•382 

333 

161, 

112-i 


Ci504o 


24 

32 
1*7 

2*7 

1 

62 
64 


5 
4  ' 
M8 

>>7 
5,59 

10 
39. 


35* 


8 

3986 
47°-i 
4ji9 
432J 

73 
2S79 
3202 

3284 

'9 

77< 

190 

682 

-5933 

599.1 

J°97 

,;,i  1 

53»; 

99° 
45° 

7  Oc 


t?66CJ292e2?  747610 


VIRGINIA.  483 

Kentucky, which,  till  lately,  belonged  to  this  ftate,contains  feventy-  three  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  feventy  feven  inhabitants,which  added  to  feven  hundred  forty  {even 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten,  makes  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-feven. 

In  the  year  1 78  j,  an  inaccurate  cenfus  was  taken  :  feveral  counties  made  no  return: 
but  fupplying  by  conjecture  the  deficiencies  ,the.  population  of  Virginia  was  then  com- 
puted at  five  hundred  and  fixty  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourteen.  The  increafe 
then,  is  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy- three  ;  and  is 
nine  to  thriteen  in  ten  years. 

The  increafe  of  flaves,  during  thofe  ten  years  has  been  lefs  than  it  had  been  ob- 
ferved  for  a  centur)  before.  The  reafon  is,  that  about  thirty  thoufand  flaves  perifhed 
with  the  fmail-pox  or  camp-fever,  caught  from  the  Biitifh  army,  or  went  off  with 
them,  while  lord  Conwallis  was  roving  over  the  ftate. 

Climate. 3  Proceeding  on  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude  weftward'v,  the  climate  be- 
comes colder  in  like  manner  as  when  you  proceed  northwardly.  This  continues  to  be 
the  cafe  till  you  attainthe  fummit  of  the  Alleganv,  which  is  the  higheft  land  between 
the  ocean  and  the  Miffissippi.  From  thence,  defcending  in  the  fame  latitude  to  the 
Mississippi,  the  change  reverfes  ;  and,  if  we  may  believe  travellers,  it  becomes  war- 
mer there,  than  it  is  in  the  fame  latitude  on  the  fea  fide.  Their  teftimony  is  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  vegetables  and  animals  which  fubfift  and  multiply  there  naturally,  and  do 
not  on  the  fea  coaft.  Thus  catalpas  grow  fpontaneoufly  on  the  Mississippi,  as  far  as 
the  latitude  of  37  ° ,  and  reeds  as  far  as  38  °  .  Parroquets  even  winter  on  the  Scioto 
in  the  thirty-ninth  degree  of  latitude. 

The  S.  W-  winds  are  moft  predominant  eaft  of  the  mountains.  Next  to  thefe  to 
the  fea  coaft,  the  N.  E.  and,  at  the  mountains,  the  N.  W.  winds  prevail.  The  dif- 
ference between  thefe  winds,  is  very  great.  The  N.  E.  is  loaded  with  vapour,  info- 
much  that  the  fait  manufactures  have  found  that  their  cryftals  would  not  moot  while 
that  blows-,  it  occafions  adiftressingchill,and  a  heavinefs  and  depression  of  the  fpirits. 
The  N.  W.  is  dry1,  cooling, elaftic,and  animating.  TheE.  and  S.  E.  breezes  come 
on  generally  in  the  afternoon.  They  have  advanced  into  the  country  very  fenfibiy 
within  the  memory  of  people  now  living.  Mr.  JeiFe'rfon  reckons  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold  to  be  98  °  above,  and  below  o,  in  Farenheit's  thermometer. 

The  fluctuation  between  heat  and  cold,  fo  deftructive  to  fruit,  prevails  lefs  in  Vir- 
ginia than  in  Pennfylvania,  in  the  fpring  feafon  ;  nor  is  the  overflowing  of  the  riverfi 
in  Virginia  fo  extenfive  or  fo  frequent  at  that  feafon  as  thofe  of  the  New- England 
ftates;  becaufe  the  fnows  in  the  former  do  not  lie  accumulating  all  winter,  to  be  diiToi- 
ved,all  at  ohoe,  in  the  fpring,  as  they  do  fometimes  in  the  latter.  In  Virginia,  below 
the  mountains,  fnow  feldom  lies  more  than  a  day  or  two,  and  feldom  a  week  ;  and 
the  large  rivers  feldom  freeze  over.  This  fluctuation  of  weather,howcver,  is  fufficient 
to  render  the  winters  and  fprings  very  unwholefome,  as  the  inhabitants  have  to  walk 
in  alrnoft  perpetual  flop. 

The  months  of  June  and  July,  though  often  the  hotteft,  are  the  moft  healthy  in  the 
year.  The  weather  is  then  dry  and  lefs  liable  to  change  than  iri  Auguft  and  Septem- 
ber, when  the  rain  commences,  and  hidden  variations  take  place. 

On  the  fea  coaft,  the  land  is  low,  generally  within  twelve  feet  of  the  level  of  the  fea, 
interfered  in  all  directions  with  fait  creeks  and  riyers,the  heads  of  which  form  fwamps 
and.marfhes  and  fenny  ground,  covered  with  water,  in  wet  (eafons.  The  uncultiva- 
ted lands  are  covered  with  large  trees,  and  thick  underwood.  The  vicinity  of  the  fea 
and  fa!t-creeksandrivers,occafionsa  conftant  moifture  and  warmth  of  the  atmofphere; 
fo  that,  although  under  the  fame  latitude,  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  in- the  country,  the  rivers  are  frozen,  and  deep  fnows  frequently  happen  for 
a  fhert  feafon  ;  yet  here  fuch  occurrences  are  confiiered  as  phenomena.  The  trees  are 
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often  in  bloom  as  early  as  the  laft  of  February.  From  this  period,however,  til!  the 
end  of  April,  the  inhabitants  are  incommoded  by  cold  rains,  piercing  winds,  and 
(harp  foofts,  which  fubject  them  to  the  inflammatory  difeafes,  known  here  under 
the  names  of  pleurify  and  peripneumony.  , 

Rivers  and  canals.]  Roanoke  fo  far  as  it  lies  within  this  ftate,  is  no  where  navi- 
gable, but  for  canoes,  or  light  batteaux  and  even  for  thefe  in  fuch  detached  parcels, 
as  to  have  prevented  the  inhabitants  from  availing  themf'elves  of  it  at  all. 

James  river,  and  its  waters,  affoVd  navigation  as  follows  :  The  whole  of  Elizabeth 
river,  the  lowed  of  thofe  which  run  into  James  river,  is  a  harbour,  and  would  con- 
tain upwards  of  three  hundred  fliips.  The  channel  is  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  fathoms  wide  and  at  common  flood  tide,  affords  eighteen  feet  water  to 
Norfolk.  The  Strafford,  a  fixty-gun  fhip,  went  there.lightening  herfdf  to  crofs  the 
bar  at  Sowell's  point.  The  Fier  Kodrigue,  pierced  for  fixty  guns.and  carrying  fifty, 
went  there  without  lightening.  Craney  ifland,  at  the  mouth  of  this  river,  commands 
its  channel  tolerably  well. 

Nanfemond  river  is  navigable  to  Sleepy  Hole,  for  vefTels  of  two  hundred  and  fif'y 
tons  •,  to  Suffolk,  for  thofe  of  one  hundred  tons  ;  and  to  Milner's  for  thofe  of  twen- 
ty-five. 

Pagan  creek  affords  eight  or  ten  feet  water  to  Smithfield,  which  admits  veffels  of 
twenty  tons.  Chickahominv  has,  at  its  mouth,  a  bar,  on  which  is  only  twelve  feet  wa- 
ter at  common  flood  tide.  Veffels  passing  that,  may  go  eight  miles  up  the  river  •,  thofe 
of  ten  feet  draught,  may  go  four  miles  further,  and  thofe  of  fix  tons  burden,  twenty 
miles  further. 

Appamattox  may  be  navigated  as  far  as  Broadways,  by  any  veffel  which  has  croffed 
Harrifon's  bar, in  James  river  ;  it  keeps  eight  or  nine  feet  water  a  mile  or  two  higher 
up,  to  Fifher's  bar,  and  four  feet  on  that,  and  upwards,to  Peterfburg,  where  all  navi- 
gation ceafes. 

James  river  itfelf  affords  harbour  for  veffels  of  any  fize  in  Hampton-  P.oad,but  not 
in  fafety  through  the  whole  winter  ;  and  there  is  navigable  water  for  them  as  far 
as  udulberry  ifland.  A  forty-gun  fhip  goes  to  Jameftown,  and,  lightening  herfelf,  may 
pafs  to  Harrifon's  bar,  on  which  there  is  only  fifteen  feet  water.  Veffels  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tons  may  io  to  Warwick  ;  rhofe  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  go  to 
Rocket's,  a  mile  below  Richmond  •,  from  thence  is  above  feven  feet  water  to  Rich- 
mond i  and  about  the  centre  of  the  town,  four  feet  and  a  half,  where  the  navigation 
is  interrupted  by  falls,  which,  in  acourfe  of  fix  miles,  defcend  about  eighty  feet  per- 
pendicular* :  above  thefe  the  navigation  is  refumed  in  canoes  and  batteaux,  and  is 
profecuted  fafely  and  advantageoufly  to  within  ten  miles  of  Blue-Ridge  -,  and,  even 
through  the  Blue- Ridge,  a  ton  weight  has  been  brought;  and  the  expenfe  would 
hot  be  great,  when  compared  with  the  object,  to  open  a  tolerable  navigation  up  Jack- 
fon's  river  and  Carpenter's  creek,  to  within  twenty-fi/e  miles  of  Howard's  creek  of 
Green-Briar,  both  of  wiich  hive  then  wafter  enough  to  float  veffels  into  the  Great- 
Kanhawiy.  In  fome  future  ftate  of  population,  it  is  poffible  that  its  navigation  may 
alfo  be  made  to  interlock  with  that  of  Patonnk,  and  through  that,  to  communicate, 
by  a  fhort  portage  with  the  Ohio.  It  is  to  be  noted,  thit  this  river  is  called,  in  ths 
maps,  Jimasriver,  only  to  its  confluence  with  the  Rivanna  ;  thence  to  the  Blue 
Ridge  it  is  called  the  Fluvanna  •,  and  thence  to  its  fource  Jackfon's  river.  But  in  com- 
mon fpeech  it  is  called  James  riv:r  to  its  fource. 

The  Rivanna,  a  braich  of  Im:s  river,  isnavigible  for  canoes  and  batteaux  to  its 
interferon  with  the  South-Weft  mountains,  which  is  about  twenty  two  miles  ;  and 
may  eafilv  be  opened  to  navigation,  through  thofe  mountains,  to  its  fork  above 
Charlottefville. 

*   A  canal  is  nearly  or  quite  completed  ior  the  palling  of  boats  by  thefe  falls. 
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York  "River,  at  York  town,  affords  the  beft  harbour,  in  the  ftare,  for  veffels  of  the 
largeff jfrze.  i  he  river  t'rRre  na^rc^s  to  the  width  of  a  mile,  and  is  contained  within 
Very  /ik*,']  JbarYkS,  cijfe  under  which  vefTets  may  ride.  It  holds  four  fathom  water,  at 
high  tide,  for  twenty  five  miles  above  Yoik,  to  the  mouth  of  Poropotank,  where  the 
river  is  a  m;le  and  a  half  wide,  and  the  channel  only  feventy-five  fathom,  and  pairing 
under  a  high  bank.  At  the  co'ifLence  of  Famiuikey  and  Mattapony,  it  is  reduced  r'a 
three  fathom  depth,  which  continues  up  Pamunkey  to  Cumberland,  where  the  width 
i-s  one  hundred  yards,  and  up  Mattapony  to  within  two  miles  of  Frazier's  ferry,  where 
it  becomes  two  and  a  half  fathom  deep,  and  holds  that  about  five  miles.  Parnunkey 
is  then  capable  of  navigation  for  loaded  flats  to  Bockman's  biid^e,  fifty  miles  above 
Hanover  town,   and  Mattapony  to  Downer's  bridge,  feventy  miles  above  its  mouth. 

Piarkitank,  the  little  rivers  making  out  the  Mobjack  Bay  and  thofe  of  the  Eaftem 
Shore,  receive  only  very  fmall  veffels,  and  thefe  can  but  enter  them.  Rappahannock 
affords  four  fathom  water  to  Hobb's  Mole,  and  two  fathom  from  thence  to  Frederick 
burg,  one  hundred  and  ten  miles. 

Patomak  is  kven  and  a  half  miles  wide  at  the  mouth  ;  four  and  a  half  at  Nomony 
Bay  ;  three  at  Aquia  ;  one  and  a  half  at  Hallooing-Point ;  one  and  a  quarter  at  Alex- 
andria. Pes  foundings  are, fever,  fathom  at  the  mouth  ;  five  at  St.  George's  I Hand  ; 
four  and  a  half  at  Lower  Machodic  ;  three  at  Swan's  Point,  and  thence  up  to  Alex- 
andria ;  thence  ten  feet  water  to  the  falls,  which  are  thirteen  miks  ahove  Alexandria. 
The  tides  in  the  Patomak  are  not  very  ftrong,  except  after  great  rains,  when  the  ebb 
is  pretty  ftrong — then  there  is  little  or  no  flood — and  the^e  is  never  more  than  four 
■G?  £v<S  riGUIS  flood,except  with  the  long  and  ftrong  fouth  winds. 

The  diftance  from  tbz  canes  of  Virginia  to  the  termination  of  the  tide  water  in  this 
river,  is  above  three  hundred  milf-S^  navigable  for  fhips  of  the  greateft  burden.  From 
thence,  this  river,  obftrufted  by  four  considerable  falls,  extends  through  a  vaft  traffc 
of  inhabited  country  towards  its  fburce.  Thefe  falls  are,  firft,  the  Little-Falls,  three- 
miles  above  tide-water,  in  which  dirlance  there  is  a  fall  of  thirty- fix  feet  :  fecond,  the 
Great-  Falls,  fix  miles  higher,  where  is  a  fall  of  feventy-fixfeet  in  one  mile  and  a  quar* 
.  ter:  third,  the  Seneca- Falls,  fix  miles  above  the  former,  which  form  fhort,  irregular 
rapids,  with  a  fall  of  about  ten  feet  ;  and  fourth,  the  Shenandoah-Falls,  fixty  miles 
;•  from  the  Seneca,  where  is  a  fall  of  about  thirty  feet  in  three  miles:  from  which  ldft, 
Fcrt  Cumberland  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  diftant.  The  obftrudlions, 
oppofed  to  the  navigation  above  and  between  thefe  falls,  a^e  of  little  cenfequence. 

In  the  year  1784,  a  company  was  formed  for  the  purpofe  of  removing  theobftruc- 
tions,  and  opening  the  navigation  of  the  river  from  its  fource  down  to  tide  water,  and, 
an  ad  of  incorporation  paffed  by  the  affemblies  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  autho- 
rifing  the  company  to  take  the  neceftary  meafures  for  carrying  into  effect  the  objects 
for  which  they  were  incorporated — and  granting  them,  forever,  the  tolls  which  may 
arife  therefrom  -,  which  tolls  are  fixed  by  the  fame  law  that  empowers  the  company 
to  undertake  the  bufinefs.  The-fum,  agreed  upon  to  complete  the  navigation,  was 
ffity  thoufand  pounds  fterlisg,  divided  into  five  hundred  fhares,  of  one  hundred 
pounds  each,  to  be  paid  by  fuch  inftalments,  and  at  fuch  times,  as  the  directors  of  the 
company  fhould  find  neceffary  for  the  profecution  of  the  work.  Ten  years  were  allow- 
ed them  to  finifh  the  bufinefs. 

The  company  have  profecuted  the  work  with  great  fuccefs,  and  what  is  not  com* 
mon  in  undertakings  of  this  nature,  they  will  complete  it  for  fomething  lefs  than  the 
fum  fubferibed.  The  rate  of  toil  being  fixed,  and  knowing,  with  fame  accuracy,  the 
quantity  of  produce  that  is  now  brought  by  land  from  thofe  parts  of  the  country, 
which  will,  of  courfe,  throw  the  fame  upon  the  river,  they  have  a  certainty  of  re- 
ceiving, on  the  firft  opening  of  the  river,  a  handfome  per  centage  on  their  capital,' 
Revert  without  catenating  upoa  the  articles  which  will  be  fent  up  the  river)  and  the 
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increafe  will  be  -a!  mod  incredible.   Thofe  who    beft   know   the  circumftances   of  the 
countrv,  a-d  forr.e,  who  are  not  among  the  mail  (anguine  with   rtCne&  to  the  profit? 
of  the  undertaking,  have  nodaubfref  the  .capital's   producing  fifty  per   cent,     anna- 
lefs  than  ten  years  from  the  tirrr  of  the  toil's  commencing 

1  he  principal  work,  in  completing  the  abovementioned. navigation,  is  at  the  Great- 
Falls  fourteen  miles  above  the  city  of  Wafhingtcn— at  the  Little-Fall's,  four-jriiles 
above  the  faid  city,  and  in  clearing  the  river  between  thefe  two  falls.'  At  the  .Great- 
falls,  the  water  falls  feventy-two  feet  in  one  mile  and  an  half—and  at  the  Little  Falls, 
thirty- fix  feet  tight  inches  in  about  .two  miles.  At  the  former  there  will  be  fix,  and 
at  the  latter  three  locks.  The  locks,  at  the  Little-Falls,  will  be  finifned  this  feafon, 
.(179.x)  and  fir  for  ufe  ;  thefe  at  the  Great  Falls,  are  in  forwardnefs; — and  with  the 
clearing  die  bed  of  the  r;ver,  between  the  twofalls^vill  be  completed  next  year.  This 
will  finifli  the  navigation  of  the  main  river  from  Cumberland,  down  to  the  tide-water 
and  enable  the  company  to  receive  the  reward  of  their  expenfe  and  labour.  Boats, 
carrying  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  already  pafs 
from  Cumberland  to  the  Great-Falls  -,  and  many  thoufand  barrels  of  flour  have  ac- 
tually  been  brought  in  boatsto  the  latter  place  during  '.he  prelent  year. 

As  foon  as  the  proprietors  frail  begin  to  receive  toll,  they  will  doubtiefs  find  an 
ample  compensation  for  their  pecuniary  advances.  By  an  eftimate  made  many  years 
ago,  it  was  calculated  that  the  amount,  in  the  commencement,  would  be  at  the 
rate  of  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-five  pounds,  Virginia  currency, 
per  annum.  The  toll  mull  every  year  become  more  productive  ;  as  the  quantity  of 
articles  for  exportation  will  be  augmented  in  a  rapid  ratio,  with  the  increaie  of  popu- 
lation and  the  extenfion  of  fettlements.  In  the  mean  rime,the  effect  will  be  immediate- 
ly feen.in  the  agriculture  of  the  interior  countty  ;  for  the  multitude  of  horfes  now 
employed  in  carrving  produce  to  market,  will  then  be  ufed  altogether  for  the  purpo- 
fes  of  tillage.  But  in  order  to  formjuft  conceptions  of  the  utility  cf  this  inland  navi- 
gation, it  would  be  requifite  to  notice  the  long  rivers  which  enspty  into  the  Patomalc, 
and  even  to  take  a  furvey  of  the  geographical  pofition  of  the  wcitern  waters. 

The  Shenandoah,  which  emptiesjuft  above  the  Blue-Mountains,  may  be  made  na- 
vigable, for  about  twenty-five  thoufand  dollars,  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles- 
from  its  confluence  with  the  Patomak  ;  and  will  receive  and  bear  the  produce  of  the 
richeft  part  of  the  ftate,  The  Patomak  company  have  already  made  a  beginning  of 
this  work.  The  South-Branch,  ftill  higher,  is  navigable,  in  its  aclual  condition,  nearly 
or  quite  one  hundred  miles,  through  exceedingly  fertile  lands.  Between  thefe,  op  the 
Virginia  fide,  are  feveral  fmaller  rivers,  that  may  with  eafe  be  improved,  fo  as  to  af- 
ford a  palTage  for  boats.  On  the  Maryland  fide  are  the  Monccafy,  Antietam,  and  Co- 
negocheague,  fome  of  which  pafs  trough  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  and  have  their  four- 
cesin  Pennfylvania.  * 

From  Fort-Cumberlaisd,  for  Wills'  creek)  one  or  two  good  waggon  roads  may  be 
had  (where  the  diftance  is  faid  by  fome  to  be  thirty.five,  and  by  others  forty  miles) 
to  the  Youghiogany,  a  large  and  navigable  branch  of  the  Monongahela,  which  laft 
forms  a  junction  with  the  Allegany  at  Fort  Pitt. 

But,  by  pafling  farther  up  the  Patomalc  than  Fort  Cumberland,  which  may  very 
eafily  be  done,  a  portage,  by  a  good  vaggon  road,  to  Cheat  river,  another  large 
branch  of  the  Monongahela,  can  be  ob»  .d,  through  a  fpace,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles. 


When  we  have  arrived  at  either  of  thefe  weftem  waters,  the  navigation,  through 
that  immenfe  region,  is  opened  by  a  thoufand  directions,  and  to  the  lakes  feveral 
places  by  portages  of  lefs  than  ten  miles  j  and  by  one  portage,  it  is  aiierted",  of  not 
jnore  than  a  fin-gle  mile. 

Notwithstanding  it  was  fneeringly   faid  by   fome  foreigners,  at  the  beginning  of 
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$(\s  undertaking,  that  the  Americans  are  fond  of  engaging  in  fplendid  projects  which 
.they  could  never  accomplish  •,  yet  it  is  hoped  the  fuccefs  of  this  firft  effay,  towards 
improving  their  inland  navigation,  will,  in  fome  degree,  refcue  them  from  the  re- 
proach intended  to  have  been  fixed  upon  their  national  character,  by  the  unmerited 
imputation. 

The  Great-Kanhawa  is  a  river,  of  confiderable  note  for  the  fertility  of  its  lands, 
and  ftill  more,  as  leading  twards  the  head  waters  of  James  river.  Neverthelefs  it  is 
doubtful  whether  ksgreatand  numerous  rapids  will  admit  a  navigation,  but  at  an 
.expenfe  to- which  it  will  require  ages  to  render  its  inhabitants  equal.  The  crreat  ob- 
stacles begin  at  what  are  called  the  Great  Falls,  ninety  miles  above  the  mouth,  below 
which  arc  only  five  or  fix  rapids;  and  thefe  paftable,  with  fome  difficulty,  even  at 
low  water.  From  the  falls  to  the  mouth  of  Green  Briar,  is  one  hundred  miles  and 
therice  to  the  lead  mines,  one  hundred  and  twenty.  It  is  two  hundred  and  eighty 
yards  wide  at  its  mouth. 

The  Little  Kanhawa  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide  at  the  mouth.-  It  yields  a 
navigation  of  ten  miles  only.    Perhaps   its  northern  branch,   called  Junius'  Creek 
which   interlocks  with  the  weftern  waters  of  Monongahela,   may  one  day    admit  a 
ihorter  paffage  from  the  latter  into  the  Ohio. 

Mountains.]  The  mountains  are  not  folitary  and  fcattered  confufedly  over  the 
.face  of  the  country  •,  but  commence  at  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the 
jfea  coaft,  are  difpofed  in  ridges  one  behind  another,  running  nearly  parallel  with  the 
,fea  coaft, though  rather  approaching  it  as  they  advance  northeaftwardly.  To  the  fouth- 
weft,  as  the  tract  of  country  between  the  fea- coaft  and  the  Mifiiflippi  becomes  nar- 
rower, the  mountains  converge  into  a  (ingle  ridge,  which  as  it  approaches  the  gulph 
of  IVIexico,  fubfides  into  plain  country,  and  gives  rife  to  fome  of  the  waters  of  that 
gulph  and  particularly  to  a  river  called  Apalachicola,  probably  from  the  Apalachies, 
an  Indian  nation  formerly  refiding  on  it.  Hence  the  mountains  giving  rife  to  that  ri- 
ver, and  feen.  from  its  various  parts,  were  called  the  Apalachian  Mountains,  beino-in 
facl:,  the  end  or  termination  only  of  the  great  ridges  pafling  through  the  continent. 
European  geographers,  however,  extended  the  name  northwardly  as  far  as  the  moun- 
tains extended  ;  fome  giving  it,  after  their  feparation  into  different  ridges,  to  the  Blue 
Ridge,  others  to  the  North  mountains,  others  to  the  Allegany,  others  to  the  Laurel 
:Ridge,  as  may  be  feen  in  their  different  maps.  But  none  of  thefe  ridges  were  ever 
known  by  that  name  to  the  inhabitants,  either  native  or  emigrant,  but  as  they  faw 
them  fo  called  in  European  maps.  In  the  fame  direction  generally  are  the  veins  of 
lime-ftone,  coal,  and  other  minerals  hitherto  difcovered  ;  and  fa  range  the  falls  of 
the  great  rivers.  But  the  courffs  of  the  great  rivers  are  at  right  angles  with  thefe. 
James  and  Patomak  penetrate  through  all  the  ridges  of  mountains  eaftward  of  the 
Allegany,  which  is  broken  by  no  water  courfe.  It  is  in  fact  the  fpine  of  the  country 
between  the  Atlantic  on  one  fide,  and  the  Mifliffippi  and  St.  Lawrence  on  the  other. 
The  paffage  of  the  Patomak  through  the  blue  ridge  is  perhaps  one  of  the  moft  ftu- 
pendous  fcenes  in  nature.  5fou  ftand  on  a  very  high  point  of  land.  On  yourri^ht 
comes  up  the  Shenandoah,  having  ranged  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain  an  hundred 
miles  to  feek  a  vent.  On  your  left  approaches  the  Patomak,  in  queft  of  a  paffao-e  al- 
io. In  the  moment  of  their  junction,  they  ruih  together  againft  the  mountain,  rend 
it  afunder,  and  pafs  off  to  the  fea.  The  firft  glance  of  this  fcene  hurries  our  fenfes  into 
the  opinion,  that  this  earth  has  been  created  in  time,  that  the  mountains  were  form- 
ed firft,  that  the  rivers  began  to  flow  afterwards,  that  in  this  place  particularly  they 
have  been  dammed  up  by  the  blue  ridge  of  mountains,  and  have  formed  an  ocean, 
which  filled  the  whole  valley  ;  that,  continuing  to  rife,  they  have  at  length  broken 
over  at  this  fpcf,  and  have  torn  the  mountain  down  ..from  its  fummit  to  its  bafe. 
'The  piles  of  rock  en  each  hand,  but  particularly  on  the  Shenandoah,  the  evident  marks 
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of  their  difruption  rnd  avulfion  from  their  beds  by  the   moll  powerfiri  agents  cf  na- 
ture, corroborate  the  imprefficn.      Fur.  the  aidant  finifhing  which  nature  h.is  give i 

to  the  picture,  is  of  a  very  d'fcrer.t  cliarackr.  It  Is  a  true  contra'1  to  rtfe  fcve-;W!hcL 
It  is  as  placid  and  delightful,  as  that  is  wild  arid  tremendous.  For  the  incur  ai  •, 
being  cloven  afunder,  prefents  to  the  eye,  through  the  cleft,  a  fmall  catch  of  fmo.th 
blue  horizon,  at  an  infinite  diftance,  in  the  plain  country,  inviting  ycu  as  it  were 
from  the  riot  and  tumult  rearing  around,  to  pafs  through  the  breach,  and  participle 
of  the  calm  below.  Here  the  eye  ultimately  compofes  itfelf  •,  and  that  way  too,  the 
road  actually  leads.  Youcrofsthe  Pafomak  above  the  junction,  pafs  along  its  ii.ie' 
through  the  bafe  of  the  mountain  for  three  miles,  its  terrible  precipices  hanging  in 
fragments  over  you,  and  within  about  twenty  miles  reach  Frederictown  andtthe  fine 
country  around.  This  fcene  is  worth  a  voyage  acrofs  the  Arlan'ic.  The  height  of 
the  mountains  has  not  yet  been  eftimated  with  any  degree  of  exactnefs.  The  Allega- 
ny being  the  great  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  from  thofe  of  the 
Mifriiiippi,  its  fummit  is  doubtlefs  more  elevated  above  the  ocean  than  that  of  fcny 
other  mountain.  But  its  relative  height,  compared  with  the  bafc  on  which  it  ftands, 
is  not  fo  great  as  that  offome  others,  the  country  riling  behind  the  fucceffive  ridges 
like  the  tleps  of  flairs.  The  mountains  of  the  Blue  ridge,  particularly  the  peaks  of 
Gtter,  are  thought  to  be  of  a  greater  height,  meafured  from  their  bafe,  than  any 
others  in  Virginia,  and  perhaps  in  North- America.  From  data,  which  may  found  a 
tolerable  conjecture,  we  fuppoft  the  higher!  peak  to  be  about  four  thoufand  feet  per- 
pendicular, wRtcfi  is  not  a  fifth-  parr  or  mo  hdg£|  of  the  mountains  of  South  Americir, 
nor  one  third  of  the  height  which  would  be  necefTary,  in  our  latitude,  to  preferve  !c;'  ia 
the  open  air  unmelted  through  the  year.  The  ridge  of  mountains  next  beyond  the 
blue  ridge,  called  the  North  mountain,  is  of  the  greateft  extent  j  for  which  reafonthey 
are  named  by  the  Indians  the  Endlefs  Mountains. 

The  Ouailoto  mountains  are  fifty  or  fixty  miles  wide  at  the  gap.  There  moun- 
tains abound  in  coal,  lime  and  free  (tone  ;  the  fummits  of  them  are  generally  covered 
with  a  good  foil,  and  a  variety  of  timber  ;  and  the  low,  intervale  lands  are  rich,  and 
remarkably  well  watered. 

Face  of  the  country,  soil,")       The  whole  country  below  the  mountains,  which 
productions,  &c.  J  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  feme  fay  two  hun- 

dred miles  from  the  fea, is  level,and  feems,from  various  appearances, to  have  been  once 
v/afhed  by  the  fea.  The  land  between  York  and  James  givers  is  very  level,  and  its  fur- 
face  about  forty  feet  above  high- water  mark.  It  appears  from  obfervation,  to  have 
arifen  to  its  prefent  height,  at  different  periods,  far  diftant  from  each  other,  and  atthefe 
periods  it  was  warned  by  the  fea ;  for  near  Yorktown,  where  the  banks  are  perpendicu- 
lar, you  firftfee  a  ftratum,  intermixed  with  fmall  /hells,  refemblinga  mixture  of  c'ay 
and  fand,  and  about  five  feet  thick  ;  on  this  lies,  horizontally,fmall  white  ihelIs,cockle, 
clam,  &c.  an  inch  or  two  thick  j  then  a  body  of  earth,  frmilar  to  that  firft  men- 
tioned,eighteen  inches  thick;  then  a  layer  of  mells  and  another  body  of  earth  ;  on  this 
a  layer  cf  three  feet  of  white  fhells  mixed  with  fand,  on  which  lies  a  body  of  oyftee 
fhells  fix  feet  thick,  which  are  covered  with  earth  to  the  furface.  The  oyfter- fhells  are 
fo  united  by  a  very  ftrong  cement,  that  they  fall,  only  when  undermined,  and  then  in 
large  bodies,  from  one  to  twenty  tons  weight.  They  have  the  appearance  of  large 
rocks  on  the  fhore.* 

Thefe  appearances  continue  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  in  the  banks  of  James  river, 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  fea  ;  the  appearances  then  vary,  and  the  banks  are  filled 
with  fkarks  teeth,  petrified  bones  of  large  and  fmall  fifh,  and  many  other  petrifactions, 
fome  refembling  the  bones  of  animals,  other  vegetable   fubftances.     Thefe  appear-, 

•  General  Lincoln. 
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ances  are  notcct' fined  to  the  liver  banks  but  are  feen  in  various  places  in  gullies.at  con- 
fiderable  diftanceS  from  the  river.  In  cne  part  cf  the  ftate,  feventy  miles  in  length 
by  finking  a  weil,  you  apparently  come  to  the  bottom  of  what  was  formerly  a  water 
courfe.  And  even  as  high  up  as  Botetouit  county,  among  the  Allegany  mountains, 
there  is  a  tract  of  land,  judged  to  be  40,000  acres,  furrounded  on  every  fide  by  moun- 
tains, which  is  entirely  covered  with  cvfter  and  cockle  ihells,  and,  from  fome  gullies, 
they  appear  to  be  of  cor;iiderable  depth.  A  plantation  at  Day's  Point,  on  James 
river,  of  one  thoufand  acres,  appears  at  a  diftance  as  if  covered  with  fnow  ;  but  on 
examination,  the  white  appearance  is  found  to  arifefrom  a  bed  of  clam-fhells,  which, 
by  repeated  ploughing,  have  become  fine,  and  mixed  with  the  earth. 

The  foil  below  the  mountains,  though   not  rich,    is  well   fuited  to  the  growth  of 
tobacco  and  Indian  corn,  and  paitsof  it  for  wheat.     Good  crops  of  cotton,  ftaxand 
hemp  are  alforaifed;    and  in  fome  counties,   they  have  plenty  of  cyder,  and  exqui- . 
fite  brandy,  diftilled  from  peaches,  which  grow  in  great  abundance  upon  the  nume- 
rous rivers  of  the  Chefzpeak. 

The  planters. before  the  war,  paid  their  principal  attention  to  the  culture  of  tobacco, 
of  which  there  ufed  to  be  exported,  generally,  fifty-five  thoufand  hogfheads  a  year. 
Since  the  revolution,  they  devote  their  attention  more  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat, 
Indian  corn,  barley,  flax,  and  hemp.  It  is  expected  that  this  ftate  will  add  the  ar- 
ticle of  rice  to  the  lift  of  her  exports  5  as  it  is  fuppofed,  a  large  body  of  fwamp,  in 
the  eafternmoft  counties,  is  capable  of  producing  it. 

Horned  or  neat  cattle  are  bred  in  great  numbers  in  the  vvetlern  counties  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  well  as  in  the  ftates  fouth  of  it,  where  they  have  an  extenfive  range,  and 
mild  winters,  without  any  permanent  fnows.— They  run  at  large,  are  not  houfed, 
and  multiply  very  faft.— "  In  the  lower  parts  of  the  ftate,  a  difeafe  prevails  among 
the  neat  cattle,  which  proves  fata!  to  all  that  are  not  bred  there.  The  oxen,  from  the 
more  northern  ftates,  which  were  employed  at  the  fiege  of  Yorktown,  in  October 
17.81,  almoft  all  died,  fometimes  forty  of  them  in  a  night,  and  often  fuddenly  drop- 
ped down  dead  in  the  roads.  It  is  faid  that  the  feeds  of  this  difeale  were  brought  from 
the  Havanna  to  South  Ca-olina  or  Georgia  in  fome  hides,  and  that  the  difeafe  has 
progreffed  northward  to  Virginia.  Lord  Dunmore  imported  fome  cattle  from  Rhode- 
Iftand,  and  kept  them  confined  in  a  fmall  pafture,  near  his  feat,  where  no  cattle  had 
been  for  fome  years,  and  where  they  could  not  intermix  with  other  cattle,  and  yet 
they  foon  died.*" 

In  this  ftate  much  pains  have  been  taken  ro  improve  the  breed  of  horfes.  Horfe 
racing  has  had  a  great  tendency  to  encourage  a  good  breed.  They  are  more  elegant, 
and  will  perform  more  fervice  than  the  horfes  of  the  northern  ftates. 

An  intelligent  gentleman,  an  inhabitant  of  Virginia,  informs,  that  caves  among  the 
mountains,  have  lately  been  difcovered,  which  yield  fait-petre  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  he  judges  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  might  be  collected  from  them  annually. 

This  ftate  does  not  abound  in  goo.i  fifh.  Sturgeon,  fhad,  and  herring  are  the  moft 
plenty— pearch,  fheep's-head,  drum,  rock  fifh  and  trout,  are  common — Befides  thefe 
there  are  oyfters  in  abundance,  crabs,  fhrimps,  &c. 

Cascades,  curiosities,  and  caverns,]  The  only  remarkable  cafcade  in  this  ftate, 
is  that  of  Falling  Spring,  in  Augufta.  It  is  a  water  of  James  river,  whe^  it  is  called 
Jacki-m's  river,  rifing  in  the  warm  fpring  mountains,  about  twenty  m  les  fouth  weft 
of  the  wa<-m  fpring,  and  flowing  into  that  valrey.  About  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  its  fource,  it  falls  over  a  rock,  two  hundred  feet,  into  the  valle  aelow.  The 
lheet  of  water  is  broken  in  its  br«adth  by  the  rock  in  two  or  three  p:aces,  but  not  at 
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all  in  its  he!f/bt.  Between  the  fheet  and  the  reck,  at  the  bottom",  you  may  walk 
acrofs  dry  This  catara St  will  bear  no  companion  with  that  of  Niagara,  as  to  th.e 
quantity  of  water  composing  it  •,  the' fheet  being  only  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  wide  a- 
bove,  and  ibmewhat  more  fpread  below  :  but  it  is  one  halfhighen 

In  the  llme-ftone  country,  there  are  many  caverns  of  very  confiderable  extent.  The 
moft  noted  is  called  Madifon's  cave,and  is  on  the  north  fid?  of  the  blue  ridge,ntar  the 
interferon  of  the  Rockingham  and  Augufta  line  with  the  fouth  fork  of  the  fouthem 
river  of  Shenandoah.  It  is  in  a  hill  of  about  two  hundred  feet  perpendicular  height, 
the  afcent  of  which,  on  one  fide,  is  fo  fteep,  that  you  may  pitch  a  bifcuit  from  its 
fumirik  into  the  river  which  wafhes  its  bafe.  The  entrance  of  the  cave  is^  in  this  fide, 
two  thirds  of  the  way  up.  It  extends  into  the  earth  about  three  hundred  feet,  branch- 
ing into  fubordinate  caverns,  fometimes  afcending  a  little,  but  more  generally  des- 
cending, and  at-  length  terminates  in  two  different  places,  at  bafons  of  water  of  un- 
known extent,  and  which  appear  to  b»  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  water  of  the  river. 
It  is  probably  one  of  the  many  referviors  with  which  the  interior  parts  of  the  emtH 
are  fuppofed  to  abound,  yielding  fupplies  to  the  fountains  of  water,  and  is  diitin- 
guifhed  from  others  only  by  its  being  acceflible.  The  vault  of  this  cave  isoffolid 
lime  ftone,  from  twenty  to  forty  or  fifty  feet  high,  through  which  water  is  continu- 
ally exudating.  This,  trickling  down  the  fides  of  the  cave,  has  incrufted  them  over 
in  the  form  of.elegant  drapery  -,  and  dripping  from  the  top  of  the  vault,  generates  on 
that,  and  on  the  bafe  below,  ftaladites  of  a  conical  form,  fome  of  which  have  met 
-and  formed  mafilve  columns. 

Another  of  thefe  caves  is  near  the  North  Mountain,in  the  county  of  Frederic.  The 
entrance  into  this  is  on  the  topofan  extenfive  ridge.  You  defcend  thirty  or  forty 
feet,  as  into  a  well, from  whence  the  cave  then  extends  almoft  horizontally,  four  hun- 
dred feet  into  theearth,preferving  a  breadth  of  from  twenty  tofifty  feet,and  a  height 
of  from  five  to  twelve  feet  —After  entering  this  cave  a  few  feet,  the  mercury,  which 
in  the  open  air,  was  50  °  ,  rofe  1057  °  of  Farenheit's  thermometer. 

At  the  Panther  gap,  in  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  Cow  and  the 
Calf  pafture,  is  what  is  called  the  Blowing-cave.  It  is  in  the  fide  of  a  hill,  is  of  about 
one  hundred  feet  diameter,  and  emits  conftantly  a  current  of  air  of  fuch  force,  as  to 
keep  the  weeds  proftrate  to  the  diftance  of  twenty  yards  before  it.  This  current  is 
ftrongeft  in  dry,  frofty  weather,  and  weakeft  in  long  fpells  of  rain.  Regular  itilpira- 
tions  and  exfpitations  of  air,  by  caverns  and  fiffures,  have  been  probably  enough  ac- 
counted for,  by  fuppofing  tbem  combined  with  intermitting' fountains,  as  they  muft 
of  courfe  inhale  the  air,  while  the  refervoirs  are  emptying  themfelves,  and  again 
emit  it  while  they  are  filling.  But  a  comlantiiTue  of  air,  only  varying  in  force  as 
the  weather  is  drier  or  damper,  will  require  a  new  hypothefis.  There  i:-'  another 
blowing  cave  in  the  Cumberland  mountain,  about  a  mile  from  where  it  croflVs  the 
Carolina  line.  .All  we  know  of  this  is,  that  it  is  not  conftant,  aid  that  a  fountain  of 
water  iflues  from  it. 

The  Natural  Bridge  is  the  moft  fublime  of  nature's  works.  It  is  on  the  afcent  of  a 
hill,  which  feems  to  have  been  cleft  through  its  length  by  fome  great  convulfion. 
The  fifiure,  juft  at  the  bridge,  is  by  fome  meafurements  two  hundred  and  feventy 
feet  deep,  by  others  only  two  hundred  and  five.  It  is  about  forty-five  feet  wide  at  the 
bottomland  ninety  feet  at  the  top;  this  of  courfe  determines  the  length  of  the  bridge, 
and  its  height  from  the  water.  Its  breadth  in  the  middle  is  fixty  feet,  but  mere 
at  the  ends,  and  the  thicknefs  of  the  mafs,  at  the  fummit  of  the  arch,  about  forry 
.feet.  A  part  of  this  thicknefs  is  cenfticuted  by  a  co.it  of  earth,  which  gives  growth 
to  many  large  trees.  The  refidue,  with  the  hill  on  both  fides,  is  folid  rock  of  lime- 
ftone.  The  arch  approaches  the  femi-elliptical  form  •,  but  the  larger  axis  of  the  ellipfis, 
which  would  be  the  chord   of  the  arch,  a  many  times  longer  than  the  tranverfe. 
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Though  the  fide3  of  this  bridge  are  provided  in  {bme  parts  wirh  a  parapet  of  fixed 
rocks,  yet  few  men  have  refolueion  to  wj.lktothem  and  look  over  into  the  abvfs.  Yo'i~ 
involuntarily  fall  on  your  hands  and  feet,  creep  to  theparapet,  and  peep  over  it.  If  the 
view  from  the  top  he  painful  and  intolerable;  that  fr  j  n  belowis  delightful  in  an  equal 
extreme.  It  is  impoffible  for  the  emotions  arifing  from  the  fubiime,  to  be  felt  beyond 
what  they  are  here  :  fo  beautiful  an  arch,  fo  elevatedj  fo  light,  and  fpringmg  as  it 
were  up  to  heaven,  excites  in  the  fpeclator  a  rapture  really  indefcribable  !  The  fi 
continuing  narrow,  deep,  apd  Straight  for  a  confiderable  diftance  above  and  below  the 
bridae,  opens  a  ihort  but  very  pleating  view  of  the  North  mountain,  on  one  fide,  and 
the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  other;  at  the  diftance  each  of  them  of  about  five  miles,  This 
bridge  is  in  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  to  which  it  has  given  name,  and  affords  a 
public  and  commodious  paffage  over  a  valley,  which  cannot  be  crofTed  elfewhere,  for 
a  confiderable  diftance.  The  ftream  pafTing;  under  it,  is  called  Cedar  creek.  It  is  a  water 
of  Jan-  es  river,  and  fufficient,  in  the  dried:  feafons,  to  turn  a  grift-mill,  though  its 
fountain  is  not  more  than  two  miles  above*. 

Min'es  and  minerals.]  Virginia  is  the  moft  pregnant  with  minerals  ana  fofiils  of 
any  ftate  in  the  union.  A  (Ingle  lump  of  gold  ore  has  been  found,  near  the  falls  of 
Rappahanncck,  which  yielded  feventeen  pennyweights  of  gold,  of  extraordinary 
dudiility.     No  other  indication  of  gold  has  been  difcovered  in  its  neighbourhood.  - 

On  New  River,  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  Cripple-  creek,  and  alfo  about 
twenty. five  miles  from  the  fouthern  boundary  of  the  ftate,  in  the  county  of  MontgOT 
meiy  are  mines  of  lead.  The  metal  is  mixed  fometimes  with  earth,  and  fometimes 
with  rock,  which  requires  the  force  of  gunpowder  to  open  it  ;  aud  is  accompanied 
with  a  portion  of  filver,  too  fmall  to  be  worth  reparation,  under  any  procefs  hither- 
to attempted  there.  The  proportion  yielded  is  from  fifty  to  eighty  pounds  of  pure 
metal  from  one. hundred  pounds  of  wafhed  ore.  The  moft  common  is  that  of  fixty  to 
the  hundred  pounds.  The  veins  are  at  times  very  flattering  :  at  others  they  difap- 
pear  fuddenly  and  totally.  They  enter  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  proceed  horizontally. 
Two  of  them  have  been  wrought  by  the  public.  Thefe  would  emp'o/  about  fifty  la- 
bourers to  advantage.  Thirty  men,  who  have  at  the  fame  time  raifed  their  own  corn, 
have  produced  fixty  tons  of  lead  in  the  year  ;  but  the  general  quantity  is  from  twenty 
to  twenty  five  tons. 

A  mine  ofcopper  was  opened  in"  the  county  of  Amhcrft,  on  the  nor'h  fide  of 
James  river,  and  another  in  the  oppofite  county,  on  the  fouth  fide.  Howev. : .  either 
from  bad  management  or  the  poverty  of  the  veins,  they  were  difcontinued.  A  few 
years  ago  there  were  fix  iron  mines  worked  in  this  ftate.  Two  of  them  make  about 
.one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  bar-iron  each — the  others  made  each  from  fix  hun- 
dred *o  fixteen  hundred  tons  of  pig-iron,  annnally.  Befides  thefe,  a  forge  at  J- redericf- 
burg,  made  about  three  hundred  tons  a,  year  of  bar-iron,  from  pigs  imported  from 
Marvland  ;  and  a  forge  on  Neapfco  of  Patomak,  was  worked  in  the  fame  way.  The 
atiohs  of  iron  in  other  places,  are  numerous,  and  difperfed  through  all  the  mid? 
'die  country.  The  toughnefs  of  the  caft-iron  offomeof  the  furnaces  is  remarkable. 
Pots  and  other  utenfils,  caft  thinner  than  ufual,  of  this  iron,  may  be  fafely  thrown 
into  or  out  of  the  waggons  in  which  they  are  tranfported.  Salt  pans  made  of  the 
fame,  and  no  longer  wanted  for  that  purpofe,  cannot  be  broken  up,  in  order  to  be 
melted  again,  unlefs  previoufly  drilled  in  many  parts. 

In  the  weftern  part  of  the  ftate,  we  are  told  of  iron  mines  on  Chefnut- creek,  a 
branch  of  the  New- River,  near  where  it  crones  the  Carolina  line,  aud  in  other  pla- 
ces. 

*  Don  U!loa  mentions  a  break,  similar  to  this,  in  the  province  of  Antjirnez,  m  South- America.  It  is  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  two  feet  wide,  one  hundred  and  eleven  deep,  and  of  one  and  thxee^fourEhs  miles  c  .>  .uinuan.ee,  English  measure. 
Its  breadth  at  top  is  not  sensibl)'  greater  than  at  bottom. 
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Confiderable  quantities  of  black  lead  are   taken    occafionally   for  ufe from  Winter-  - 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Amelia.      There  is  no  work  eflabliftied  at  it ;  thofe  who  want, 
go  and  procure  it  for  them'Vlves. 

The  country  on  both  fides  of  James  river,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  above 
Richmond,  and  for  fevtral  miles  northward  a'nd  fouthward,  is  replete  with  mineral' 
coal,  of  very  excellent  quality.  Being  in  the  hands  of  iruny  proprietors,  pits  have 
been  opened,  2nd  worked  to  3n  extent  equal  to  the  demand.  The  pits  which  have 
1  een  opened,  lie  or.e  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  ri- 
ver, and  have  been  very  Htrle  incommoded  with  water.  The  firft  difcovery  of  the  coal, 
is  faid  to  have  been  made  by  a  boy,  digging  after  cray-fifh  ;  it  has  a'fo  been  found  on 
the  bottom  of  trees  blown  up.  In  many  p'a:ts,  it  lies  within  three  or  four  feet  of  the 
fur. '"ace  cf  the  ground.  ]t  is  conjectured  that  five  hundred  thoufand  bufhels  might  be 
rafted  from  one  pit  in  twelve  months. 

In  the  weftern  country,  coal  is  known  to  be  in  fo  many  places,  as  to  "have  induced 
an  opinion,  that  the  whole  tract  between  the  Laurel-Mountain,  Mifllffippi,  and  Ohio, 
yields  coal.  It  is  alfo  found  in  many  places  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Ohio.  The  coal 
at  Pittsburg  is  of  a  very  fupericr  quality,  A\  bed  of  it,  at  that  place,  has  been  on  fire 
fince  the  year  1765.  Another  ccal-  hill,  on  the  Pike  Run  of  Monongahtla,  h:?s  been  on 
fire  ten  years  ;  yet  it  has  only  burnt  away  about  twenty  yards. 

I  have  kr.own  one  inftar.ee,  fays  VJr.  Jefferfcn,  of  an  emerald  being  found  in  this 
country.  Amethyfts  have  been  frequent,  and  ciyftals  common  ;  yet  none  of  them  in 
fuch  numbers  as  to  be  worth  feeking. 

There  is  very  good  marble,  and  in  very  great  abundance,  on  Jr.mes'iiver,  at  the 
mouth  of  Rockfifh.  Some  white,  _nd  as  pure  as  one  might  expect  to  fin  j  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth  ;  but  generally  variegated  with  red,  blue,  and  purple.  None  of  it 
has  ever  been  worked.  It  forms  a  very  large  precipice,  which  hangs  over  a  navigable 
part  of  the  river. 

But  one  vein  of  lime- ftone  is  known  below  the  Blue- Ridge.  Its  firft  appearance  is 
in  Prince  William,  two  miles  below  the  Pignut  ridge  of  mountains  •,  thence  itpaffes 
on,  nearly  parallel  with  that,  and  crofles  the  Rivanna,  about  five  miles  below  it, 
where  it  is  called  the  Southwell  Ridge.  It  then  crofes  Hardware,  above  the  mouth  of 
Hudfon's  creek,  James  river,  at  the  mouth  of  Rockfilh,  at  the  marble  quarry  before 
fpoken  of,  probably  runs  up  that  river  to  where  it  appears  again  at  Rofs's  iron  works, 
and  fo  pafTes  off  fouthweftwardly  by  Flat  cretk,  of  Otter  river.  It  is  never  more 
than  one  hundred  yards  wide.  From  the  Blue-Ridge  weftwardly,  the  whole  country 
feems  to  be  founded  on  a  rock  of  lime  ftone,  befides  infinite  quantities  on  the  furface 
both  loofe  and  fixed.  T  his  is  cut  into  beds,  which  range,  as  the  mountains  and  fea- 
coaft  do,  from  the  fouthweft  to  northeaft. 

Medical  springs.]  The  moft  efficacious  of  thefe  are,  two  fprings  in  Augufta, 
near  the  fource  of  Jsmes  river,  where  it  is  called  jackfon's  river.  They  rife  near  the 
foot  of  the  ridge  of  mountains,  generally  called  the  Warmfpring  mountains,  but  in 
maps  J acklon's  mountains.  The  one  is  di'tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  Warm-Spring 
and  the  other  of  the  Hot  Spring.  The  W  arm-Spring  ifTues  with  a  very  bold  ftream, 
furncient  to  woik  a  grift  mill,  and  to  keep  the  waters  of  its  bafon,  which  is  thirty 
feet  in  diameter,  at  the  vital  warmth,  viz.  96  °  of  Farenheit's  thermometer.  The 
matter  with  which  thefe  waters  is  allied,  is  very  volatile  ;  its  fmell  indicates  it  to  be 
iulphureous.as  alfo  does  the  ciroumftance  of  it's  turning  filver  black.  They  relieve 
rheumatifms.  Other  complaints  alfo,  cf  very  different  natures,  have  been  removed  or 
leiiened  by  them      It  rains  here  tour  or  five  days  in  every  week. 

T  he  Hot  Spring  is  about  fix  miles  from  the'Warm,is  much  fmal!er,and  has  been 
io  hot  as  to  t  oil  „n  egg.  Some  believe  its  degree  of  heat  to  be  lefTencd.  It  raifes  the 
mercury  m  r  areuhut's  thermometer  to  m  °  .  It  fometimw  relieves  where  the  Warm 
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Spring  falls,  A  fountain  of  common  water,  iiTbing  within  a  few  inches  of  its  mar- 
gin, gives  it  a  Angular  appearance.  Comparing  the  temperature  of  thefe  with  that  of 
the  hot  fprings  of  Kamfchatka,  of  which  Krachinnikow  gives  an  account,  the  differ- 
.ence  is  yerj.'  great,  the  htter  railing  the  mercury  to  2oa  °  ,  which  is  within  12 °  of 
feot.in?  watsr.  Thefe  fprings  are  very  much  reforted  to,  notwithstanding  a  total  want 
of  accomodation  for  the  fick.  Their  waters  are  ftrongeft  in  the  hottcft  months, 
which  occasions  their  being  vifited  in  July  and  Auguft  principally. 

The  Sweet  Springs  are  in  the  county  of  Botetourt,  at  the  eaftern  foot  of  the  Alle- 
gan v,  about  forty-two  miles  from  the  warm  tprings.  They  arc  ftiil  lefs  known.  Hav- 
ing been  found  to  relieve  cafes  in  which  the  others  had  been  ineffectually  tried,  it  is 
probable  their  composition  is  different.  They  are  different  alfo  in  their  temperature, 
being  £3  cold  as  common  water. 

O.ri  Patomak  river,  in  Berkeley  county,  above  the  North  Mountain,  are  medi- 
cinal fprings  much  more  frequented  than  thofe  of  Bath.  Their  powers,  however, 
•  are  lefs,  the  waters  weakly  mineralifed,  and  fcarcely  warm.  They  are  now  vifited, 
iecaufe  fituated  in  a  fertile,  plentiful,  and  populous  country,  provided  with  better 
accommodations,  always  fafe  from  the  Indians,  and  neareft  to  the  more  populous 
ftates. 

In  Louifa  county,  on  the  head  waters  of  the  South  Anna  branch  of  Tork  river,are 
fprings  offome  medicinal  virtue.      They  are,  however,  not  much  ufed.    There  is  a 
weak  chalybeate  at  Richmond  •,  and  others  in   various  parts  of  the  country,  which 
.  are  of  tso  little  worth ■,  or  too  little  note,  to  be  enumerated  after  thofe  already  men- 
tioned. 

We  are  told  of  a  fulphur  fpring,  on  Howard's  creek,  of  Green  briar.  In  the  low 
grounds  of  the  Great  Kanhawa,  feven  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Elk  river,  andfixty- 
levm  above  that  of  the  Kanhawa  itfelf,  is  a  hole  in  the  earth,  of  the  capacity  of 
thirty  or  forty  gallons,  from  which  iffues  conftantly  a  bituminous  vapour,  in  fo 
ftrong  a  cuirent,  as  to  give  to  the  fand  about  its  orifice,  the  motion  which  it  has 
in  a  boiling  fpring.  On  prefenting  a  lighted  candle  or  torch  within  eighteen  inches 
of  the  hole,  it  flames  up  in  a  column  of  eighteen  inches  diameter,  and  foar  or  five  feet 
in  height,  which  fometimes  burns  out  in  twenty  minutes,  and  at  other  times  ■ha'? 
been  known  to  continue  three  days,  and  then  has  been  left  burning.  The  flame  is 
unready,  of  thedenfity  of  that  of  burning  fpirits,  and  fmells  like  burning  pit  co^l. 
"Water  fometimes  collects  in  the  bafon,  which  is  remarksbly  cold,  and  is  kept  in 
ebullition  by  the  vapour  iffuing  through  it.  If  the  vapour  be  fired  in  this  fiate,^ 
water  foon  becomes  fo  warm,  that  the  hand  cannot  bear  it,  and  evaporates  whoil/ 
in  a  fhort  time.  This,  with  the  circumjacent  lands,  is  the  property  of  prefident 
."Washington  an  d  general  Lewis. 

There  is  a  fimilar  one  on  Sandy  river,  the  fhme  of  which  is  a  column  of  about 
twelve  inches  diameter,  and  three  feet  high.  General  Clarke  kindled  the  vapour, 
ftaid  about  an  hour,  and  left  it  burning. 

The  mention  of  uncommon  fprings  leads  to  that  of  Syphon  fountains.  There  is 
one  of  thefe  near  the  interferon  of  trie  lord  Fairfax's  boundary  with  the  North 
mountain,  not  far  from  Brock's  gap,  on  the  ftreamof  which  is  a  grift-mill,  which 
grinds  two  bulhels  of  grain  at  every  flood  of  the  fpring.  Another,  near  the  Cow 
pafture  river,  a  mile  and  a  half  below  its  confluence  with  the  Bull  pafture  river, and 
KXteen  or  feven  teen  miles  from  the  Hot  Springs,  intermits  once  in  every  twelve 
hours.      There  is  ons  alfo  near  the  mouth  of  the  middle  fork  of  Ho'fton. 

After  thefe.  may  be  mentioned  the  Natural  well,  on  the  lands  of  Mr.  Lewis,  in 
Frederick  county.  It  is  fomewhat  larger  than  a  common  well;  the  water  rifesin  it  as 
near  the  furface  of  the  earth  as  in  the  neighbouring  artificial  wells,  and  is  of  a  depth 
as  yet  unknown.     It  is  faid  there  is  a  current  in  it,  tending  fenfibly  doavvnwards.    If 
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f-n;s  ^e  truCj  :.  ,  roh..b'y  feecs  fotre  fountain,  officii  it  is  thenaruial  refervoir,dif- 
from  others,  like  that  of  Madifon's  cave,  I  y  being  acceffible.  It  is  uled  with 
Icet  end  wihdia.is,  as'.an  ordinary  well. 

Population.]  £ee  table. 

Milttia.]  The  militia  of  this  ftate  compofefeventeen  brigades,  in  four  divifions. 
Every  able  bodied  freeman, between  the  age  of  eighteen  and  forty  five  is  enrolled  in  the 
militia.  Theft:  of  every  county  are.  formed  into  companies,  and  thofe  again  into  one 
or  more  battalions,  according  to  the  numbers  in  the  county.  They  are  commanded  by 
lieutenant  colonels,  and  other  fubcrdinr.te  cmcers,  as  in  the  regular  fervice.  In  every 
county  is  a  cblonel'Commandaht  of  a  regiment,  who  commands  the  whole  of  the  mi- 
litia therein,  but  ranks  only  as  a  colonel  in  the  field.  The  governor  is  head  of  the 
military  as  well  as  civil  power.  The  law  requires  every  militia-man  to  provide  him- 
felf  v.'it'h  the  arms  ufua!  in  the  regular  fervice.  But  this  injunction  was  always  indif- 
ferently complied  with,  and  the  arms  they  had,  were  fo  frequently  called  fcr-to  arm 
the  regulars,  that  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  country  they  are  entirely  difdrmed.  In  the 
middle  country,  a  fourth  or  fifth  part  of  them  may  have  fuch  firelocks  as  they  have* 
provided  to  deftroy  the  noxious  animals  which  infeft  their  /arm's  ;  and  on  the  weitern  - 
fide  of  the  Blue  ridge,  they  are  generally  armed  with  rifles. 

The  interfedion  of  Virginia,  by  fo  many  navigable  rivers,  renders  its  defence  dif- 
ficult. 

Chief  towns.]  The  towns  in  this  ftate  are  generally  fmall,  owing  probably  to 
the  interfeftion  of  the  country  by  navigable  rivers,  which  bring  the  trade  to  the  doors 
of  th'fe  inhabitants,  and  prevent  the  neceffity  of  their  going  in  queft  of  it  to  a  diftance. 

On  James  river  and  its  waters,  Norfolk,  Portfmouth,  Hampton,  Suffolk,   Smith- 
field,  Williamsburg,  Petersburg,  Richmond,    the  feat  of  government,   Manchefter, 
Charlottefville,  New-London,  Carterfville,   Milton,  Columbia,   Warren,  Warmin- 
fter,  Newmarket,  New-Canton,  Lynchburg,  Madifon,  Fincaftle,   and  Lexington.;—. . 
On  York  river  and  its    waters,  York,    Newcaftle,    Hanover.-— On   Rappahannock, 

Urbanua,   Port  Royal,  Fredericksburg,  Falmouth. On   Patomak,  and  its  waters, 

Dumfries,  Colchefter,  Alexandria,  Winchefter,  Staunton. 


Statement  oj  the  population  of  the  principal  town  arcnrjivirjo  the  c>nr>/<  in  7790. 
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Ik  and  Pcrtfmouth  wiii  certainly  '  e  emporium  of  a'i  the  bulky   ar- 

uc\;r  imported  from  foreign  countritsi  from  whence  they  will  be  distributed  for  re- 
tail to  all  the  towns  in  she  i'aee,  as  well  as-thofe  in  North  Carolina  Much  cf  Nfewbern, 
as  a  canal  is. how  cutting  from  the  north  branch  of  Albemarle  found  in  Norm  Caro- 
lina, to  the  waters  of  the  fouth  branch  of  Elizabeth  river  •,  this  can  tl  will  be  fixteen 
rrr.les  in  lengch, through  a  level  low  country  :  it  will  empty  the  waters  of  Albermarle 
1.  which  are  rather  higher  than  thole  of  Elizabeth  river  in  Virginia,  about  nine 
miles  from  Portfmouth,  which  lies  opposite  to  Norfolk-,  on  the  fame  fijt  of  Elizabeth 
rivt-r  with  the  canal. — To  the  place  where  tha  canal  empties  into  Illizabeth,  merchant 
veffels  of  the  iargeft  fize  m-V  go  within  a  mile  :  here  the  water  will  be  cor.tinua'ly 
frtfh,  fo  much  fo  that  the  worm,  the  greatcft  enemy  to  the  (hipping  of  the  harbour 
of  .Norfolk  and  Portfmouth,  and  which  does  great  injury  in  the  months  of  July, 
Auguft,  and  September,  will  not  affecT,  them,  it  they  run  up  near  the  canal. 
•  Petersburg  rr.w  receives  a  great  portion  of  the  tobacco  it  (hips  from  North:Caro- 
Kna,  and  the  c  unties  of  Virginia  bordering  on  the  North-Carolina  line.  When  the 
cfrta)  is  comp  eled,  which  will  be  in  two  year;,  and  the  little  and  great  falls  of  tha 
Roanoke  arid  thbfeof  DariandStiu'ntan  livers,  are  cleared,  not  only  the  produce 
of  North  Caroht  a,  that  now  goes  to  Petersburg, will  be  diverted  to  the  Norfolk  and 
Portfmouth  channel,  but  the  produce  of  the  valuable  counties  of  1  'an  and  Staunton 
rivers  in  Virginia,  will  naturally  purfue  the  fime  courfe,as  the  water  carriage  will  be 
much  cheaper  than  a  land  one  of  one  hund  ed  miles,  which  is  now  impofed  on  them; 
but  at  Norfolk  an  '  Portfmouth  they  will  certainly  procure  their  goods  cheaper, be- 
ing the  fountain  hea  i,  than  from  any  of  the  extraneous  fources. 

As  an  evidence  c  the  importance  of  thefe  towns"  to  the  united  ftates,  congrefs 
paffed  a  law,   laf  n,   for  fortifying  the  port  and  harbour  of  Norfoljc  and  Portf- 

mouth. The  Hrong  oatteries  are  now  neaily  completed,  and  another  is  faid  to 
be  in  contemplation  ;  when  completed,  it  is  fuppofed  the  harbour  will  be  perfectly 
Secure  from  any  depredation  from  naval  opera'ion  alone  ;  a  forty-four  gun  frigate  is 
now  building  at  that  part  of  Portfmouth,  called  Gofport,  which  was  formerly  the 
king  of  Great-Britain's  rendezvous  for  his  fhips  of  war,  far  the  protection  of  the 
trade  of'the  middle'colonies.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  the  heft  harbours  in  the 
world  •,  it  begins  at  the  mouth  of  the  fouth  branch  of  Elizabeth  river, which  is  not  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  over,  and  has  fix  fathom  water  within  thirty  miles  of  the  fhore. 

Secondary  to  this  place,  are  the  towns  at  the  head  of  the  tide-waters,  to  wit, 
Petersburg  on  Appamatox,  Richmond  on  James  river,  Newcaftle  on  York  river, 
Fredericsburg  on  Rappahannock,  and  Alexandria  on  Patomak.  From  thefe,  the 
diftribution  will  be  to  fubordinate  fituations  of  the  coimtrv.  Accidental  circum- 
stances, however,  may  controul  the  indications  of  nature,  and  in  no  inflances  do  they 
do  it  more  frequently  than  in  the  rife  and  fall  of  towns. 

Alexandria  itands  on  the  fouth  bank  of  Patomak  river,in  Fairfax  county.  Its  fitu- 
ntion  is  elevated  and  pleafant.  The  foil  is  clay.  The  original  fettlerSianticipating  its 
future  growth  and  importance  laid  out  the  ftnets  upon  the  plan  of  Philadelphia.  It 
contains  about  four  hundred  hcufes,  many  cf  which  are  handfomely  built.  This 
town,  upon  opening  the  .navigation  of  Patomak  river,  and  in  confluence  of  its  vici- 
nity to  the  city  of  Wafhington,  will  probably  attain  condderable  commercial  impor- 
tance. 

Mount  Vernon,  the  celebrated  feat  of  prefident  Wafhington,  is  pleafantly  fituated 
on  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  river.  Patomak,  where  it  is  nearly  two  mile9  wide,  and 
is  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles  from  the  fea,  and  one  hundred  and  fwent'y- 
feven  from  point  Lookout,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  It  is  nine  miles  below  Alexan- 
dria, and  four  above  the  beautiful  feat  of  the  late  colonel  Fairfax,  called    Bellevoir. 
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The  area  of  the  mount  is  two  hundred  fee*  above  the  fiu-face  t-f  the  river,  and,  sfter 
furnifhing  aJa.wn  of  five  acres  in  front,  and  about  the  (am:  in  te;.rof  the  buildings, 
falls  ofFrarher  abruptly  on  thofe  two  quarters.  On  the  ncrih  end,  it  fubfides  gradual- 
ly into  extenfive  pafture  grounds  ;  while  on  the  fcuth,  it  flopes  more  fteeplv,  in  a 
fhorler  diflance,  and  terminates  with  the  coach  hovufr,  fiables.  vineyard,,  and  nurfe- 
rits.  On  either  wing  is  a  thick  grove  of  different  flowering  fort  ft  tree".  .  Parallel 
with  them,  on  the  land  fide,  are  two  fpacicus  gardens,the  entrance  to  which  is  by  two 
fernentine  gravel  walks,  planted  with  weeping  willows  and  fhady  fhrubs.  The  man- 
fion  houfe  itfelf  (though  much  embellifhed  by,  yet  r.ot  perfectly  famfaftory  to  the 
chafte  taftepf,  the  prefent  pofteffor)  appears  venerable  and  convenient.  '  Thefuperb 
banquetting  room  has  been  finished  fince  he  returned  home  from  the  armv.  A  lofty 
portico,  ninety  fix  feet  in  length,  fupportedby  eight  pillars,  has  a  pleafing  effect,  when 
viewed  from  the  water  ;  the  whole  afiemblage  ofthe  green  home,  fchoolhoufe,  offices 
and  fervan<s'  halls,  when  hen  from  the  land  fide,  bears  a  refemblance  to  a  rural  village j 
efpeciallv  as  the  lands  on  that  fide  are  laid  out  fomewhat  in  the  form  of  Engliih  gar- 
dens, in  meadows  and  grafs  grounds,  ornamented  with  little  copies,  circular  clumps, 
and  fingle  trees.  A  fmall  part,  on  the  margin  ofthe  river,  where  the  Englifli  fallow 
deer  and  the  American  wild  deer,  are  hen  through  the  thickets,  alternately  with  the 
veffels  as  they  are  failing  along,  add  a  romantic  and  picturefque  appearance  to  the 
whole  fcenery.  On  the  oppofire  fide  of  a  fmall  creek  to  the  "northward,  an  extenfive 
plain,  exhibiting  corn  fields  and  cattle  grazing,  affords  in  fnmmer  a  luxuriant  land- 
scape; while  the  blended  verdure  of  woodlands  and  cultivated  declivities,  on  the  Ma- 
ryland fhore}  yariegates  the  profpect  in  a  charming  manner.  Such  are  the  philofophic 
{hades  to  which  the  late  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  armies  retired  from  the' 
tumultuous  fcenes  of  a  bufy  world,  and  which  he  has  fince  left,  to  dignify,by  hisun- 
equalltd  abilities,  the  mod  important  office  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Fredericsburgh,  in  the  county  of  Spotlylvar,ia,is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Rap- 
pahannock river,  one  hundred  and  ten  milts  from  its  mouth  •,  and  con'ains  about  two 
hundred  hcufes,  principally  on  one  ftreet,  which  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  river. 
i  Richmond,  in  the  county  of  Henrico,  is  the  prefent  feat  of  government,  and  ftands 
on  the  north  fide  of  James  river,  juft  at  the  foot  of  the  falls  ;  and  contains  between 
four  hundred  and  five  hundred  houfes.  Part  of  the  houfes  are  built  upon  the  margin 
ofthe  river,  convenient  for  bufiiefs  •,  the  reft  are  upon  a  hiil  which  overlooks  the 
lower  part  of  tke  town,  and  commands  an  extenfive  profpect  ofthe  river  and  adjacent 
country.  The  new  houfes  are  well  built.  A  large  ftato  houfe,  or  capitol,  has  lately  been 
erected  on  the  hill.  The  lower  part  cf  the  town  is  divided  by  a  creek,  over  which  is  a 
convenient  bridge.  A  bridge  between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred  yards  in  length 
has  lately  been  thrown  acrofs  James  river,  at  the  foot  of  the  falls,  by  colonel  M\yo. 
That  part  from  Manchefter  totheifltnd  is  built  on  fifteen  boats.  From  the  ill  - 
and  to  the  rocks  was  formerly  a  floating  bridge  of  rafts  ;  but  colonel  Mayo  has  now 
built  it  of  framed  log  piers,  filled  with  ftone.  This  bridge  connects  Richmond  with 
Manchefter. 

The  falls  aboveihe  bridge  are  feven  miles  in  length.  A  noble  canal  is  cutting  and 
nearly  completed  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  which  is  to  terminate  in  a  bafon  of 
about  two  acres,  in  the  town  of  Richmond.  It  is  to  communicate  with  tide  water  by 
docks.  From  the  bafon  to  the  wharves  in  the  river,  will  bz  a  land- carriage  of  about 
a  mile.  This  canal  is  cutting  under  the  direction  of  a  company,  who  have  calculated 
the  expenfeat  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The  opening  of  this  canal  promifes  the 
addition  of  much  wealth  to  Richmond. 

Petersburg,  twenty-five  miles  foa:h>vard  of  Richmnd,  fluids  on  the  fouth  fi  le  of 
Appamattok  river,  and  contains  upwards  of  three  hundred  houfes  in  two  divifions  ; 
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one  is  upon  a  clay  cold  foil,  and  is  very  dirty,  the  other  upon  a  plain  of  fand  or  loam. 
There  is  little  regukritv  or  elegance  in  Petersburg.  It  is  merely  a  place  of  bufinefs. 
It  is  very  unhealthy, being  (hut  out  frcm  the  accefs  of  the  winds  by  high  hills  or.  every 
fide.  This  confined  situation  has  a  very  injurious  effect  upon  the  conftitutions  of  the 
inhabitants. 

About  two  thoufand  two  hundred  hog  (heads  of  tobacco  are  infpecled  here  annually. 
Like  Richmond,  Williamsburg,  Alexandria  and  Norfolk,  it  is  a  corporation  ;  and, 
what  is  singular,  Petersburg  city  comprehends  a  pare  of  three  counties.  The  celebra- 
ted Indian  queen,  Pocahutita,  from  whom  Lave  defcended  the  Randolph  and  Bowling 
families,  formerly  refided  at  this  place. 

Williamsburg  is  fixty  miles  eallward  of  Richmond,  fitoated  between  two  creeks; 
one  falling  into  James,  the  other  into  York  river.  The  diflanceof  each  landing  place 
■  is  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  which,  with  the  difadvanttige  of  not  being  ahle  to 
bring  up  large  veffels,  and  want  of  enterprize  in  the  inhabitants,  are  the  reafons  why 
it  never  fiourifhed.  It  confifts  of  about  two  hundred  houfes,  going  fart  to  decay.  I  c  is 
regularly  laid  out  in  parallel  ftreets,  with  a  fquare  in  the  centre,  through  which  runs 
-the  principal  ftreet  E.  and  W.  about  a  mile  in  length,,  and  more  than  one  hundred 
feet  wide.  At  the  ends  of  this  Street  are  two  public  buildings,  the  college  and  capitoI. 
Bi. /ides  thefe,  there  is  an  epifcobal  church,  a  prifon,  r.n  hofpital  for  'lunatics,  and  a 
palace  ;  ail  of  them  extremely  indifferent.  In  the  capitol  is  a  large  marble  ftatute,  in 
the  bkenefs  of  Narboune  Berkley,  lord  Botetourt,  a  man  difti r^gui'ihed  for  his  love  of 
piety,  literature  and  good  governmmt  ;  and  formerly  governor  of  Virginia.  It  has 
been  e reeled  at  the  exper.fe  of  the  ftate.  The  capitol  is  little  better  than  in  ruins,  and 
this  elegant  ftatue  is  expofed  to  the  judenefs  of  negroes  and  boys,  and  is  fhamefclly 
defaced. 

Every  thing  in  Williamsburg  appears  dull,  forfaken,  and  melancholy— little  trade 
or  induftry.  The  unprofperous  rlate  of  the  college,  but  principally  the  removal  of 
the  feat  of  gov  'eminent,  have  contributed  much  to  the  decline  of  this  city. 

Yorktown,  thirteen  miles  saftwa'rd  from  Williamsburg,  and  fourteen  from  Mon- 
day's point  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  a  place  af  about  one  hundred  houfes,  fitua- 
ted on  the  fouth  fide  of  York  river,  and  contains  about  feven  hundred  inhabitants* 
It  was  rendered  famous  by  the  capture  of  lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army,'  on  the  15th 
of  October,  1781,  by  the  united  forces  of  France  and  America. 

Colleges,  academi  es.]  The  college  of  William  and  Mary  was  founded  in 
the  time  of  king  William  and  qu«en  Mary,  who  granted  to  it  twenty  thoufand  acres 
of  landvand  a  penny  per  pound  duties  en  certain  tobaccoes  exported  from  Virginia 
and  Maryland, which  had  been  levied  by  the  ftatute  of  25  Car  II.  The  affembly  gave 
it,  by  temporary  laws,  a  duty  on  liquors  imported,  and  on  (kins  and  furs  expoited. 
From  thefe  refources  it  received  upwards  of  three  thoufand  pounds.  The  buildings 
are  of  brick,  fufiVient  for  an  indifferent  accomodation  of  perhaps  one  hundred 
ftude  its.  By  its  charter,  it  was  to  be  under  the  government  of  twenty  vifuors,  who 
were  to  be  its  legislators,  and  to  have  a  prelident  and  fix  profeffors,  who  svere  incor- 
porated. It  was  allowed  a  reprefentative  in  the  general  affembly.  Under  this  charter  a 
prof  fforfhip  cf  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages, a  profefiorfhip  of  mathemat:cs,ons  of 
moral  philofor  hv,  and  two  of  divinity,  were  eftablifhed.  To  thefe  were  annexed*  for 
a  Sixth  prof- i'or/h'p,  .a  considerable  donation  by  mr.  Boyle,  of  England,  for  the  in- 
ftpjrtion  of  the  Indians,;  and  then  com'erficn  to  chriflianity.  This  was  caled  the 
proitffo  fnip  of  BiaffertOn,  from  aneftate  of  that  name  in  England,  purchafe,  with 
monies  piven.  The  admiffion  of  the  learners  of  I  a'in  and  Greek  filled  the  college 
with  children.  This  rerdeung  it  difigreeable  and  degrading  to  young  gentlehiefi  ai- 
re, d  prepared  for.cpt'erii.g  on  the  fii;r:ccs,  they  were  difcouragei  from  iefo,!>  g  to 
it  i  sn  thus  the  Schools  lor  mathematics  and  moral  philoibphy,  which  might  nave 
VJ.  U.  6  L 
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been  of  fome  fervice,  became  of  very  little.  The  revenues  too  were  exhau  fted  in  ac- 
commodating thofe  who  came  on'y  to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  fcience.  After  the 
late/evoltftion,  the  vifitors  having  no  power  to  change  thofe  cirtum (lances  in  thecon- 
ftit&rion  of  the  college  which  were  fixed  by  charter,  a.nd  being  ^therefore  confined  to 
the  number  of  profcfTorfhips,  undertook  to  chinge  the  obj eels  of  them.  T hey  ex- 
cluded the  two  fchools  of  divinity,  and  that  of  the  Greek  a.nd  Latin  languages,  and 
fubftitutei  others  ;  (o  that  they  at  prefent  ftand  thus — -a  profefforfbip  for  law  and 
jJoHcC — anatomy  and  medicine — natural  philofophy  and  mathematics— -moral  philo- 
fophy,  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  the  fine  arts— -modern  languages-— and  for  the 
B  rafter  ten. 

The  college  edifice  is  a  huge,  misshapen  pile,  "which,  but  that  it  has  a  roof,  would 
be  taken  for  a  brick  kiln*."  In  1 7S7,  there  were  about  thirty  young  gentlemen  mem  • 
bers  of  this  college,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  were  haw  ftudfints.  The  academy,  in 
Prince  Edwa-d  county,  has  been  erected  into  a  college  by  the  name  of  "  Hampden 
Sydney  College."  It  has  been  a  flouiifhing  ferninary,  but  is  now  faid  to  be  on  the 
decline. 

There  arefeveral  academies  in  Virginia  :  one  at  Alexandria,  one  at  Norfolk,  one 
at  Hanover,  and  others  in  different  places. 

Since  the  declaration  of  independence,  the  laws  of  Virginia  have  been  rev'fed  by  a 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  who  hive  reported  their  work  to  the  affemhly  ; 
one  object  of  this  revifal  was,  todiifufe  knowledge  more  generally    thro'  the  mafsof 
the  people.  The  bill  for  this  purpofe  "  propofes  to  lay  off  every  county  into  fmall  dis- 
tricts, of  five  or  fix  miles  fquare,  called  hundreds,   and  in  each  of  them  to  eftablifh  a 
fchool  for  teaching  reading,  writing    and    arithmetic.     T'ie  tutor  to  be  Supported  by 
the  hundred,  and  all  perfons  in  it  entitled  to  fend   their  children  three    years  gratis, 
and  as  much  longer  as  they  pleafe,   paying  for  it.   Thefe  fchools  to  be  under  a  vifitor; 
who  is  annua-lly  to  choofe  the  boy  of  beft  genius  in  the  fchool,  of  thofe  whofe  parents 
are  too  poor  to  give  chem  further  education,  and  to  fend  him   forward   to  one  of  the 
grammar  fchools,  of  which  tw*nty  are  propofed  to  be  erected  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  country,  for  teaching  Greek,  Latin,  geography,  and  the  higher  branches  of  nume- 
rical arithmetic.     Of  the  bays  thus  fent  in  one  year,  trial  is  to  be  made  at  the  gram- 
mar fchools  one  or  two  years,  and  the  heft  genius  of  the  whole  felected   and  continu- 
ed fix  years,  and  the  refidue  difmiffed  ;   by  this  means,   twenty    of  trie  beft  geniufes 
will  be  collected  from  the  poor  annually,  and  inftructed,  at  the  public  e/.penfe,    fo  far 
as  the  grammar  fchools  go.     At  the  end  of  fix  years'   instruction,  one  half  are  to  be 
difcontinued  (from  among  whqin  the  grammar  fchools  will  be  probably  fupplied  with 
future  mafters,)  and  the  other  haif,  who  are  to  be  chofen  for   the  fuperiority  Of  their 
parts  and  difposition,  are  to  be  fent  and   continued   three  years  in    the  ftudy  of  fuch 
fciences  as  they    fhall  choofe,    at  William  and  Mary   college,   the  plan  of    which  is 
propofed  to  be  enlarged   and  extended   to  all   the  ufeful  fciences.     The  ultimate 
refult  of  the  whole  fcheme  of  education    would  be,    the  teaching  all    the    chil- 
dren   of  the  ftate   reading,     writing,    and    common    arithmetic   ;    inftructing   ten 
annually,  of  fuperior  genius,  in  Greek,  Latin,  geography,  and  the   higher  branches 
of  arithmetic  ;     having   ten  others   annually,    of  frill   fuperior  parts,  who,   to  thofe 
branches  of  learning,  fhall  have  added  fuch  of  the  fciences  as   their  genius    fhall  have 
led  them  to  ;  the  furnifhing  to  the  wealthier  part  of  the   people  convenient    fchools, 
at  which  their  children  may  be  educated, at  their  own  expenfe.  The  general  objects  of 
this  law  are,  to  provide  an  education  adapted  to  the  years,  to  the   capacity,   and  the 
condition  of  every  one,  and  directed  to  their  freedom  and  happinefs.    Specific  details 
were  not  proper  for  the  law.  Thefe  muft  be  the  businefs  of  the  visitors  entrufted  v/itjta 

*  Jefferfon. 
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.lis  execution.  The  firft  ftage  of  this  education  being  the  fchools. of  the  hundreds, 
wherein  the  great  rmfs  of  the  people  will  receive  their  inftruction,  the  principal  foun- 
dations of  future  order  will  be  laid  there.  The  firft  elements  of  morality  may  be  in- 
ftilled  into  their  minds  ;  thofe,  which,  when  further  developed,  as  their  judgments 
advance  in  ftrength,  may  teach  them  how  to  promote  their  own  greateft  happincfs, 
:b"y  mowing  them  that  it  does  not  depend  on  the  condition  of  life  in  which  chance 
has  placed  them,  but  is  always  the  refu't  of  a  good  confcience,  good  health,  occupa- 
tion, and  freedom  in  all  juft  purfuits.  Thofe  whom  either  the  weaith  of  their  parents, 
or  the  adoption  of  the  ftate,  fhall  deftine  to  higher  degrees  of  learning,  will  go  on  to 
the  grammar  fchools,  which  conftiture  the  next  ftage,  thereto  be  inftructed  in  the 
languages.  As  foon  as  they  are  of  a  fufficient  age,it  is  fuppofed  they  will  be  fent  on 
from  the  grammar  fchools  to  the  univerfity,  which  conftitutes  the  third  and  laft  ftage, 
there  to  ftudy  thofe  fciences  which  may  be  adapted  to  their  views.  By  that  part  of 
.the  plan  which  prefcribes  the /election  of  the  youths  of  genius  from  among  the 
ciaiTes  of  the  poor,  the  ftate  will  avail  itfelf  of  thofe  talents  which  nature  has  fown  as 
liberally  among  the  poor  as  the  rich,  but  which  perifh  without  ule,  if  not  fought  for 
and  cultivated.  But  of  all  the  views  of  this  law,  none  is  more  important,  none 
more  juft,  than  that  of  rendering  the  people  the  fafe,  as  they  are  the  unlimited 
guardians  of  their  own  liberty.  For  this  purpofe,  the  reading  in  the  firft  ftage,  where 
tb.sy  will  receive  their  whole  education,  is  propofed  to  be  chiefly  hiftorieal.  Hif- 
tory,  by  apprifing  them  of  the  paft,  will  enable  them  to  judge  for  the  future  ;  it 
will  avail  th^m  of  the  experience  of  other  times  and  other  nations;  it  will  qualify 
them  adjudges  of  the  actions  anddefi^ns  of  men;  it  will  enable  them  to  know  am- 
bition under  every  difguife  it  .may  afiume,  and,  knowing  it,  to  defeat  its  views.  In 
every  government  on  earth,  there  is  fome  trace  of  human  weaknefs,  fome  germ  of  cor- 
ruption and  degeneracy,  which  cunning  will  difcover,and  wickednefs  infenfibly  open, 
cultivate,  and  improve.  Every  government  degenerates  when  trufted  to  the  rulers  of 
the  people  alone.  The  people  themfelves,  therefore,  are  its  only  fafe  guardians.  And, 
to  render  even  them  fat;,  their  minds  mud  beimproved  to  a  certain  degree.  This, in- 
deed, is  not  all  that  is  neceffary,  though  it  be  effentially  neceffiry.  The  influence  over 
government  muft  be  fhared  among  the  people.  If  every  individual  which  compofcs. 
their  mafs,  participates  of  the  ultimate  authority,  the  government  will  be  fafe  ;  be. 
caufe  the  corrupting  the  whole  mafs  will  exceed  any  private  refources  of  wealth  ;  and 
public  ones  cannot  be  provided,  but  by  levies  on  the  people.  In  this  cafe  every  man 
would  have  to  pay  his  price.  The  government  of  Britain  has  been  corrupted, 
becaufe  but  one  man  in  ten  has  a  rightto  vote  for  members  of  parliament.  The  fellers 
of  the  government  therefore  get  nine  tenths  of  their  price  clear. 

The  excellent  meafures  for  the  diffufion  of  ufeful  knowledge,which  the  fore-mention- 
ed bill  propofes,have  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect.  And  it  will  be  happy  if  the  great 
inequality  in  the  circumftances  of  the  citizens  does  not  prove  an  infuperable  difficul- 
ty in  the  way  of  their  univerfal  operation. 

Religion]  The  flrft  fettlers  in  this  country  were  emigrants  from  England,  of 
the  Engliin  church,  juft  at  a  point  of  time  when  it  was  flufhed  with  complete  victo- 
ry over  the  religious  of  all  other  perfuasions.  PoiTefied,  as  they  became,  of  the  powers 
of  making,  adminiftering  and  executing  the  laws,  they  fhowed  equal  intolerance  in 
this  country  with  their  presbyterian  brethren,  w,ho  had  emigrated  to  the  northern 
government.  The  quakers  were  flying  from  perfecution  in  England.  They  caft  their 
eyes  onthele  new  countries,  as  afylums  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  ;  but  they  round 
them  free  only  for  the  reigning  fed.  Several  acts  of  the  Virginian  affembly,  of 
1-659,  1662'  and  l663>  had  made  it  penal  in  parents  to  refufe  to  have  their 
children  baptized  ;  had  prohibited  the  unlawful  ausmbling  ofquikers;  had  made  it 
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penal  for  any  matter  of  a  veflel  to  bring,  a  quaker  into  the  (late  •,  hud  ordered  tfiofe 
already  here,  and  fuch  as  fhould  come  thereafter,  to  be  imprifoned  till  they  fhould 
abjure  the  country  ;  provided  a  milder  punifhment  for  the  firit  and  fecord  return* 
put  death  for  the  third  ;  had  inhibited  all  perfons  from  fufterihg  their  meetings  in  of 
rear  their  houfes,  entertaining  them  individually,  or  difpofing  cf  books  which  (up- 
ported  their  tenets.  If  no  capital  execution  took  place  here,  as  did  in  New  England, 
it  was  not  owing  to  the  moderation  of  the  church,  or  fpirit  of  the  legiflature,  as  may 
be  inferred  from  the  law  itfelf -,  but  to  hiftorical  circumftances  which  have  not  been 
handed  down  to  us.  The  epifcopalians  retained  full  poflefiion  of  the  country  about  a 
century.  Other  opinions  began  to  creep  in  •,  and  the  great  care  of  the  government  to 
fupport  their  own  church,  having  begotten  an  equal  degree  of  indolence  in  its  clergy, 
two-thirds  of  the  people  had  become  diflente.s  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
revolution.  The  laws,  indeed,  were  ftill  oppreffivcon  them  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  the  one 
party  had  fubfided  into  moderation,  and  of  the  other  had  rifen  to  a  degree  of  deter- 
mination which  commanded  refpect. 

1  he  prefent  denominations  ofchriiVans  in  Virginia  are  preshyterians,  who  are 
the  meft  numerous,  and  inhabit  the  vtltem  parts  cf  the  ftate  ;  epifcopalians,  who 
are  the  molt  2ncitnt.fettlers,  and  occupy  the  edftern  and  firft  fettled  part  of  the  ftate. 
Intermirgled  with  thefe,  are  a  great  number  of  bsptift  ard  rmthodifts. 

Charactep,  manners")       Virginia,   "  the  ancient    doniinii.r.,"    has    produced 
and  customs.  J  fome  ot  the  moft  diftirguifhed  and  influential  men  in 

America.  Her  political  and  military  character  will  rank  among  the  firft  in  the  p:  gc  of 
hiftory  The  planters  and  merchants  of  Vi-ginia,  and  in  genera',  all  the  men  of 
property  are  at  leaft  equa'in  poliunefs,  hofpiraiity,  and  all  the  virtu:s  that  ref!  _t 
Juilre  on  human  nature,  to  thofe  of  the  fame  defenption  in  the  other  ftdtes.  S-me 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  chaiacteis  that  America- can  boaft,  either  of  thofe  who  now 
guide  her  councils,  or  of  thofe  who  live  but  on  the  records  of  hiftory,  derive  their 
birth  from  this  ftate.  But  the  difparity  of  fortunes,  and  of  intellectual  acquirements, 
is  very  great  here,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  rmfs  of  the  people  are  rather  un- 
enlightened. Induftry  is  not  fo  general  as  to  the  northward  of  them  •,  diffipation,in 
various  forms,  as  horfe  racing,  cock-fighti  g,  and  gaming,  is  more  prevalent  in  this 
ftate,  than  perhaps  in  anv  other  of  the  uni  n.  However,  the  ftate  of  things  is  rapidly 
ameliorating.  A  tafte  for  reading  is  fpreadingin  almcft  every  direction.  And  fhould 
the  wife  plan  of  education,  which  we  have  mentioned,  be  carried  into  effect,  there 
is  ground  to  hope  that  the  fhades  on  the  Virginian  character  will  be  totally  difpelled, 
and  that  the  ftate  will  fh in e  forth  with  a  fplendour  commenfurate  to  its  ancient  dig- 
nity, and  the  extent  of  its  population. 

Constitution,  courts  and  laws.]  The  executive  powers  are  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  a  governor,  chofen  annually,  and  incapable  ot  acting  more  than  three  years  in 
feven  He  is  addled  by  a  council  of  eight  members.  The  judiciary  powers  are  divided 
among  fevera!  courts,  as  will  be  hereafter  explained.  Legfia'ion  is  exercifed  by  two 
houfes  of  affenibly,  the  one  call  d  the  houfe  of  delegates,  compofed  of  two  members 
frcm  each  county,  chofen  annually  by  the  citizens,  poffefling  an  eftate  for  life,  in  one 
hundred  acres  of  uninhabited  land,  or  twenty  five  acres  with  a  houfe  on  it,  or  in  a 
houfe  or  loi  in  fome  town  ;  the- other  called  the  fer.ate,  confuting  of  twenty- four 
members,  chofen  qu'-d  <  n-  ialiy  by  the  fame  electors,  wiio,  for  this  purpofe,  are  .iftri- 
burt-d  i.. to  twenty  four  d'ftricts.  The  concurrence  of  both  houies  is  nerefiaiy  to  the 
patting  of  a  law.  i'hey  have  the  appointment  of  the  governor  and  council,  the  judges 
ol  t".-  fup  rior  courts,  auditors,  attorney  general,  treafurcr,  regifter  of  the  laud 
Offictf. 

This  conftitution  was  the  firft  that  was  fumed  in  the  whole  united  ftates. 
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In  each  county  and  corporation  in  Virginia,  there  is  a  court  held  monthly  at  a  flat- 
ed  place.   The  governor  commiflions  thejufticcs  who  hold  thefe  courts.   They  do  rot 
teceive-a  falary,  and  any  four  are  fufficient  to  conftitute  a  court.     They  have  jurifdic. 
tion refpe&ivcly,  lit.     To  hear  and  ultimately  decide  on  certain  mifdemeanors  :     2d- 
To  examine  into   every    ciiminal  offence    committed   within  their  limits;  and  ' if 
the  culprit  is  deemed  guilty  of  the  offence  imputed  to  him,   to  order  him,  'for  ulti- 
mate trial,  to  the  diftrid  ccurt  to  which  the  county  belongs —  but  no  criminal  can   be 
put  upon  his  trial  in  adiftridt  court,  without  fuch  previous  examination,  nor  can  the 
examining  courts  inflict  any  pup.ifh.ment  on  him  :   3d.    To  hear  and  determine  all  ci- 
vil caufcs  peculiar  to  the  councyof  corporation,    and  all   tranfitory   actions  of  every 
kind  :  4th.   to  regulate  the  police  of  the  county,  grant  adminiftrations,    and  receive 
probate  of  wilfs  and  deeds,  8sc.      Quarterly,  thefe  courts  fit  for  the  difpatch  cf  civil 
fuits,  and  at  all  their  other  feffions,  their  other  powers  are  exercifed.     Every  county 
arid  corporation  is  thrown  into  a  diftrict,  fo  as  to  make   the  number  of  districts  in  the 
flate  eighteen.    For  each  of  thefe  diflricts  a  court   is  held  twice   in  each  year,   by  the 
judges  of  the  general  court,  at  a  ffated  place  within  each  diftricr.   The  junfdidion  of 
the  ciltrict  court  is,  lft,  over  all  criminal  caufes  :   2d,  over  all  caufes,  at  common  law 
of  a  civil  nature,  if,  in  pecuniary  demands,  the  fum  amounts  to  thirty  pounds.  They 
have  alfo  an  appellate  jurifdiction,  from  the  county  courts,  in  all  civil  cafes,  at  com- 
mon law,  if  the  fum  recovered  amounts  to  ten  pounds.   Each  erf  the  diftricr  courts  is 
to  confift  of  two  judges  from  the  general  courts,  to  be  allotted,  at   the  feffions  of  the 
general  court,  twice  in  each  year.     One  judge,  however,    in  the  ahfimce  of  the  other, 
may  do  all  bufinefs  of  a  civil  nature  ,   but  no  criminal  can    be  tried,  in  the  abfenceof 
e:ther  judge,  without  his  confent,  and  a  petinon  from  him  for  that  purpofe.     The  o-e- 
nerai  court  confiits  often  judges,    elected  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houfes  of  the  affem- 
biy,  and  commiffioned  by  the  governor.    It  fits  twice  a  year  in  Richmond.    Its  jurif- 
dlction,  which  has  of  late  been  transferred  into  the  difiricf  courts,  for  the  convenience 
of  fuitors,  is  now  confined  to  cafes  which  affect  pub'ic  delinquencies,  in  tax  gatherers. 
&rc.   It  can  hear  cafes,  adjourned  by  the  diftrict  judges,  and  fome  others,  but  its  pow- 
ers are  now  verv  much  confined.      The  high  court  of  chancery  fits  tcur  limes  a  year, 
in  Richmond.     It  con(i;  s  of  one  judge,  who  has  original  chancery  jurifdiction,  co  ex- 
tenfive  with  the  ftate.   It  has  an  appellate  jurifdiction  from  the  county  and  corporation 
courts  in  chmcery.        The  court   *  f  appeal  confifts  of  five  judges,  chefen  by   joint 
ballot  of  boch  houfes  of  the  alTembly.      It  fits  twice  ayear  in  Richmond.  It  has  no 
6riginal  jurifdiction  in  any  cafe  ,  but  it  has  an    appellate  jurifdict ion  from  the  chari- 
cery,  general,  and  diftrict  courts,  in  all  civil  cafes,  and  its  decrees   and  decifions  are 
final. 

In  i  ';§5,  the  affembly  enacted  that  no  man  fhould  be  compelled  to  fupport  any  re-- 
ligious  woifiilp,  place  or  minifter  whatfoever,  nor  be  enforced,  retrained,  molefted, 
or  burdened  in  his  body  or  goods,  nor  other  wife  fuffer  en  tccouut  of  his  religious 
opinions  or  belief;  but  that  all  men  fhould  be  free  to  prcfefs,  and  by  argument  to 
maintain  their  opinion,  in  matters  of  religion  ;  and  that  the  fame  fhould  in  no  wile 
dimiaifh;  enlarge  or  affect  t:.eir  civil  capacity. 

in  October  17H5,  an  act  was  pa  fled  by  the  afiemMy  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
flav'es  into  the  comtnenweabh  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting' the  iurn  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  for  eveiy  flave.  And  every  flave  imported  contrary  to  the  true' intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  becoir.es  free. 

Manufactures  and  commerce.]'  Before  the  war  the  inhabitants  of  this  ftate 
paid  but  little  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  their  own  clothing.  It  has  been 
thought  they  ufed  to  import  asm:  left  as  feven-eighths  of  it,  and  that  they  ncv 
manufacture  three  quarters.  We  have  before  mentioned  that  confidsrable  quan- 
tities of  iron  are  manufactured  hi  this  lister!-**  To  thefe  we  may  add  the  manufacture 
Vol.  II.  b  M 
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of  lead  ;  befides  which  they   have  few  others  of  confequence.    *The  people  are  much 
attached  to  agriculture,  and  prefer  foreign  manufactures. 

Before  the  war,  this  ftate  exported,  ccmmumhis  amis,  according  to  the  heft  infor- 
mation that  could  be  obtained,  as  follows  : 

Jrticks.                                          Quantity.  Amt.  in  dolls. 

Tobacco,                                         55,ooo  hhds.   1000  lb.  1,650,000 

"Wheat,                                           800,000  bufheis,  606,666 

Indian  corn,                                   600,000  bufhcls,  200,000 

Shipping                                      r-  100,000 

Mails,  planks,  fkantling,   "V       ______<  66'666 

Shingles,  ftaves,  J 

Tar,  Pitch  turpentine,                30,000  barrels,  40  COi    . 
Peltry,  viz.   fkins  of  deer,t 

beavers,  otters,  mufk-   }•           180 hhds.  of  600 lb.  42,000 

rats,  racoons,  foxes 

Pork,                                           4,000  barrels  40,000 

Flaxfeed,  hemp,  cotton,             8,coo 

Pit-coal,  p:g-iron,                       6,665 

Peas,                                           5,000  bufliels,  3-333 

Beef,                                           1,000  barrels,  3-33? 

Sturgeon,  white, fhad,  herring,    — —  $->333 

Brandy  from  peaches  and"]  x  g^g 


apples,  and  whifkey,    J 
Hcrfes, 


25°33)333 


Dolls. 

Exports  from  Virginia,  from  October  1  ft,   1790,  to  Sept.  30,  3791        3.131,227 

October  *  ft,   1 791,  to  Sept.  33,  1792,       3,549>499 

October  ift,  1792,  to  Sept.  30,  1793,       2,984,317 

In  the  year  1 738,  Virginia  exported  feventy  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  which 
was  the  greateft  quantity  ever  produced  in  this  country  in  one  year.  But  its  culture 
has  faft  declined  iince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  that  of  wheat  taken  its 
place.  The  price,  which  the  former  commands  at  market,  will  not  enable  the  planter  to 
cultivate  it.  Were  the  fupply  ftill  to  depend  on  Virgin  and  Maryland  alone, as  its  cul- 
ture becomes  more  difficult,  the  price  would  rile,  fo  as  to  enable  the  planter  to  fur- 
mount  thofe  difficulties.  But  the  weftern  country  on  the  Mifiiflippi,  and  the  mid- 
lands of  Georgia,  having  frefh  and  fertile  lands  in  abundance,  and  a  hotter  fun,  are 
able  to  underfell  thefe  t*/o  ftates,  and  will  oblige  them  in  time  tc  abandon  the  raif- 
mg  of  tobacco  altogether;  and  a  happy  obligation  for  them  it  will  be.  It  is  a  culture 
unfriendly  to  human  happinefs.  Thofe  employed  in  it  are  in  a  continued  ftate  of  ex- 
haufting  exertion.  Little  food  of  any  kind  is  raifed  by  them  •,  fo  thac  the  men  and 
animals  on  thefe  farms  are  badly  fed,  and  the  earth  is  rapidly  impoverished.  The 
cultivation  of  wheat  is  the  reverie  in  every  circumftance.  Befides  clothing  the  earth 
with  herbage,  ?.nd  preferving  its  fertility,  it  feeds  the  labourers  plentifully,  rsquires 
from  them  only  a  moderate  toil,  except  in  the  fjafon  of  harveft,  raifes  great  num. 
bers  o*  animals  for  food  and  fervice,  and  diffufes  plenty  and  happinefs  among  the 
whcl.-.  it  i«  ;  .(i.r  to  make  an  hundred  bufhels  of  wheat  than  a  thoufand  weight  cfte- 
tobacco,  aad  tne  former  are  worth  more  when  made. 
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It  is  not  eafy  to  fay  what  are  the  articles  either  of  neceffity,  comfort,  or  luxury, 
which  cannot  be  raifed  here,  as  every  thing  hardier  than  the  olive,  and  as  hardy  as 
the  fig,  may  be  raifed  in  the  open  air.  Sugar,  coffee,  and  tea,  indeed,  are  not  be- 
tween thefe  limits  •,  and  habit  having  placed  them  among  the  neceffiries  of  life  with 
the  wealthy,  as  long  as  thefe  habits  remain,  they  muil  go  for  them  to  thofe  countries 
which  are  able  to  furnifh  them. 

History. J  The  enterprifing  genius,  which  added  fo  much  fplendor  to  the  active 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  continued  its  influence  even  during  that  of  her  indolent  fuccefTbr. 
Captain  Bariholomew  Gofnold  having  made  a  voyage  to  the  Virginian  coaft,  in 
1602,  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  country,  that  he  refolved  to  eftablifh  in  it  a 
plantation,  and  accordingly,  he,  with  fome  other  projecturers,  applied  to  James  I. "for 
licence  to  deduce  a  colony  into  that  part  of  America  called  Virginia."  This  propofal 
pleafed  that  monarch,  naturally  fond  of  novelty  •,  and,  in  order  to  promote  fo  noble 
a  work,  he,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1606,  granted  letters  patent,  under  the  great  feal 
of  England,  to  sir  Thomas  Gates!  and  his  affbeiates*.  All  thofe  territories  in  America 
which  either  belonged  to  that  monarch,  or  wete  not  then  pofle'fTed  by  any  other  chrif- 
tian  prince  or  people,!) ing  between  the  34th  and  45th  degrees  N.  latitude, were  grant- 
ed to  this  company.  They  were  divided  at  their  own  desire  into  two  companies.  The 
one,  consifting  of  adventurers  of  the  city  of  London,  was  ftyied  thefrfl  colony,  and 
was  required  toettabiifh  its  l'ettlement,  between  the  34th  and  41ft  degrees  of  latitude— . 
the  other,  compo!ed  of  merchants  of  Briftol  and  other  weftern  towns,  named  the 
fecund  colony,  was  ordered  to  plant  between  38  and  45  degrees  ;  yet  fo  that  the  colony 
laft  formed, mould  not  be  planted  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  prior  eftabliftiment. 
Each  of  thefe  colonies,  under  the  general  names  of  South  and  North  Virginia,  had  a 
council  of  thirteen  men  to  govern  them.  This  is  the  moft  ancient  colonial  charter, 
and  comprehended  almoft  the  whole  of  the  prefent  territory  of  the  united  ftates. 

Both  companies  early  enterprifed  fettlements  within  the  limits  of  their  refperjtive 
grants.  A  fmall  fleet  of  tranfports,  with  emigrants,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Chriftopher  Newport, failed  from  the  Thames,  in  December.  1609.  But  tne  month, 
of  April,  1607,  is  the  remarkable  epoch  of  the  arrival  of  the  firft  permanent  colony 
on  the  Virginia  coaft.  On  thd  26th  of  this  month  they  entered  the  Chefapeak  bay, 
landed  and  foon  after  gave  to  the  moft  fouthern  point,  the  name  of  Cape-Henry, 
which  it  ftill  retains.  On  May  13,  they  elected  Mr.  Edward  Maria  Wingfield  presi- 
dent for  the  year,  and  next  day  landed  all  their  men,  and  began  afettlement  on  James8 
river,  at  a  place  which  they  called  James-town.  This  is  the  firft  town  that  was  fettled 
by  the  Englifh  in  North  America.  The  June  following,  captain  Newport  failed  for 
England,  leaving  with  the  prefident  one  hundred  and  four  perfons. 

In  Auguft,  a  mortal  ficknefs  prevailed  in    the  colony,    and  carried  off  nearly  half 
their  number;  and,  among  others,  extremely   regretted,  captain   Gofnold,    the  firft  • 
and  zealous  projector  of  this  colony,  and  one   of  the  council.    The  following  winter 
Jameftown  was  burnt,  and  the  colony  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremity. 

In  ;o68,  the  London  company  fent  captain  Nelfon  with  two  fhips,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  perfons,  to  Jameftown  ;  and  the  year  following  captain  J.  Smith,  after- 
wards prefident,  arrived,  and  failed  up  a  number  of  the  rivers,  making  very  impor- 
tant difcoveries  in  the  interior  parts  of  South"  Virginia.  In  September,  captain  New- 
port arrived,  with  feventy  perfons,   whicn  ihcredfed  the  colony  to  t.vo  hundred  fouls. 

In  May  1609,  partly  in  order  to  augment  the  number  of  the  adventurers,  by  the 
addition  of  perfons  of  the !  grCated  confequcase  in  the  "nation,  but  more  to  explain. 
former,  and  to  acquire  new  privileges,  the  London  company  applied  for,   and  ealily 

*  See  Hazard's  Historical  Collections,  voii.    page  50. 
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obtained,  from  the  favour  of  their  fovereign,  a  hew  charter*.  The  fecond  paten f  re- 
cited and  confirmed  the  firft.  There  were  now  added  to  the  former  adventurers,  ma'- 
ny  of  the  firft  nobility  and  gentry,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Robert,  earl  cf.SsIif- 
bury,  moft  of  the  companies  cf  London,  a  numerous  body  of  merchants  and  trades- 
men •,  and  all  thefe  were  incorporated  by  the  name  of  "  the  treaiurer  and  company 
of  adventurers  of  the  city  of  London,  for  the  firft  colony  of  Virginia.'* 

The  addition  of  fo  many  perfons  of  rank,  influence,  and  fortune,  augmented  the 
reputation,  not  lefs  than  the  wealth  of  the  former  adventu-ers,  and  they  were  nov/ 
enabled  to  prefs  on,  with  bolder  fteps,  to  the  goal  of  their  wifties. 

In  June  of  this  year,  1609,  ^r  Thomas  Gates,  admiral  Newport,  fir  George  So* 
meis,  with  feven  fhips,  a  ketch,  and  a  pinnace,  having  five  hundred  fouls  on  board, 
men,  women,  and  children,  failed  from  Falmouth  for  South  Virginia.  In  crofiinp  the 
Bahama  Gulf,  on  the  24.th  of  Julv,  the  ffeet  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  ftonn,  and 
feparated.  Four  days  after,  fir  George  Somersran  his  veffcl  afliore  on  crte  of  the  Ber- 
muda iflands,  which  from  this  circumftance  have  been  called  the  Scmer  iflands.  TheS 
people  on  hoard,  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  all  got  fafe  on  fhore  ;  and  there 
remained  until  the  following  May.  The  remainder  of  the  fleet  arrived  at  Virginia  iri 
Auguft.  The  colony  was  now  increafed  to  five  hundred  men.  Capt.  Smith, the/",  pre- 
sident, a  little  before  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  had  been  very  badly  burnt  by  means  of 
powder  which  had  accidently  caught  fire.  This  unfortunate  circumftance,  together 
with  the  opposition  he  met  with  from  thofe  who  had  lately  arrived,  induced  him  to 
leave  the  colony,  and  return  to  England  •,  which  he  accordingly  did  the  laft  of  Sep- 
tember. Francis  Weft,  his  fucceffor  in  office,  foon  followed  him,  2nd  George  Piercy 
was  ele&ed  prefidenf. 

In  i6to,  the  South  Virginia,  or  London  company,  fealeda  patent  to  lord  de  la  Wat1 
conftituting  him  governor  and  captain  general  of  South  Virginia.  He  foon  after  em- 
barked for  America  with  captain  Argal,  and  one  hundred  ana  fifty  men,  in  three  fhips. 

The  unfortunate  people,  who,  the  jear  before,  had  been  fhip  wrecked  on  the  Ber- 
muda iflands,  had  employed  themfelves,  during  the  winter  ar.d  fpring,  under  the  di- 
rection of  fir  Thomas  Gates,  fir  George  Somers,  and  admiral  Newport,  in  building  ;i 
floop  to  tranfport  themfelves  to  the  continent.  They  embarked  for  Virginia  on  the 
10th  of  May,  with  abcut  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons  on  board  ;  Jeavirg  two  of 
their  men  behind,  who  chofe  to  ftay  •,  and  landed  at  Jameftown  on  the  2  jd  of 
the  feme  month.  Finding  the  colony,  which  at  the  time  of  capt.  Smith's  departure, 
eonfifted  of  five  hundred  fouls,  now  reduced  to  fixty,  and  thofe  few  in  a  diltrefled 
and  wretched  fituation,  they,  with  one  voice,  refolved  to  return  to  England  ;  and, 
for  this  purpofe,  on  the  7th  of  June,  the  whole  colony  repaired  on  board  their  vtiTels, 
broke  up  the  fettlement,  and  failed  down  the  river,  on  the  way  to  their  native 
eountry. 

Fortunately,  lord  de  la  War, who  had  embarked  for  Jameftbwn  the  March  before, 
met  them  the  day  after  they  failed,  and  perfuaded  them  to  return  with  him  to  Jamef- 
town,  where  the*  a  nvcd  and  landed  the  loth  of  June.  The  government  cf  the  co- 
lony, of  right  devolved  upon  lord  de  la  War.  From  this  time  we  may  date  the  ef- 
fectual fctilement  -,f  Virginia. 

In  Apni  16.3,  John  Kolf,  a  worthy  young  gentleman,  was  married  to  Pocahontas, 
the  daughter  of  r'ow'-atan.  a  famous  Indian  chief.  This  connection,  which  was  very 
agteeable  both  to  the  hnglifh  and  Indians, was  the  foundation  of  a  friendly  and  advan- 
geous  commerce  between  them. 

In  1016,  Roif,  with  his  wife  Pocahontas,  vifited  England,  where  ftie  was  treated 
with  that  attention  and  relpe^t  which  fhe  had  merited  by   her    impotrant  fervices  to. 

Hazard's  Historical  Collections,  vol  i  p.  58. 
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the  colony  in  Virginia.  She  died  the  year  following  at  Gravefend,  in  the  twenty- 
fecond  year  of  her  age,  juft  as  fhe  was  about  to  embirk  for  America.  She  had  em- 
braced the  chriftian  religion  •,  and  in  h?r  life  and  death,  evidenced  the  fincerity 
of  her  profeffion.  She  left  a  fin,  who,  having  received  his  education  in  England, 
came  over  to  Virginia,  where  he  lived  and  died  in  affluence  and  honour,  leaving 
behind  him  an  only  daughter.  Her  defendants  are  among  the  moft  refpecla'ole 
families  in  Virginia. 

Tomocomo,  a  fenfible  Indian,  brother-in  law  to  Pocohontas,  accompanied  her  to 
England-,  and  was  directed  by  Powhatan  to  brin?  him  an  exact  account  of  the  num.. 
bers  and  ftrength  of  the  Englifh.  For  this  purpofe,  when  he  arrived  at  Plymouth, 
he  took  a  lon£  ftick,  intending  to  cut  a  notch  in  it  for  every  perfon  he  mould  fee. 
This  he  foon  found  impracticable,  and  threw  away  his  ftick.  On  his  return,  being 
afked  by  Powhatan,  how  n^any  people  there  were,  he  is  faid"to  have  replied,  *  Count 
the  ftars  iri  the  fky>  the  leaves  on  the  trees, and  the  fands  on  the  fea-fhare  i  for  fuch 
is  the  number  of  the  people  in  England. 

In  purfuance  of  the  authorities  given  to  the  company  by  their  feveral    charters, 
and  more  efpecially  of  that  part  in  the  charter  of  1609,  which  authorifed  them,  to 
eftablifh   a  form  of  government,   they,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1621,   bychatterun- 
der  their  common  feil,declared,that  f  om  thence  forward  there  fnould  be  two  fupreme 
councils  in  V  irginia  ;  the  one  to  be  called  the  council  of  date,  to  be  placed  and  dif- 
placed  by  the  treafurer,  council  in  England,  ancJ  company,  from  time  to  time,  whofe 
office  was  to  be  that  of  affiftihg  and  advifing  the  governor  ;  the  other  to  be  called 
the  genera!  aflembly,  to  be  convened  by  the  governor  once  yearly,or  oftener,  which 
was  to  confiftof  the  council  of  ftate,  and  two  burgefies  out  of  every  town,  hundred, 
or  plantation,  to  be  refpec"Hv.ely  chofen  by  the  inhabitants.  In  this,  all  matters  were 
to  be  decided  by  the  greater  part  of  the  votes  prefent ,  referving  to  the  govenor  a 
negative  voice  ;  ana  they  were  to  have  power  to  treat,  confult  and  conclude  on  all 
emergent  occasions  concerning  the  public  weal,  and  to  make  laws  for  the  behoof  and 
government  of  the  colony,  imitating  and  following  the  laws  and  policy  of  England 
as  nearly  as  might  be  :    Provided  that  thefe  laws  mould  have  no  force  till  ratified 
in  a  general  quarter  court  of  the  company  in  England,  and  returned  under  their 
common  feal  •,    aid  declaring,  that,  after  the  government  of  the  colony  mould  be 
well  framed  and  fettled.no  orders  of  the  council  in  England  fhould  bind  the  colony, 
unlefs  ratified  by  the  faid  general  afTembly,  The  king  and  company  quarrelled,  and, 
by  a  mixture  of  law  and  force,    the  latter  were  oufted  of  all  their  rights,   without 
retribution,    after  having  expended  one   hundred  thoufand  pounds,   in  eftablifhing 
the  colony,  without  the  fmalleftaid  from  government.    King  James  fufpended  their 
powers,  by  proclamation  of  July  15th..  1624  :  and  Charles  1.  took  the  government 
into  his  own  hands.    Both  fides  hart  their  partifans  in  the  colony  ;    But,  in  truth,  the 
people  ©f  the  colony,  in  general,  thought  themfe.ves  little  concerned  in  the  difpute. 
There  were  three  parties  interefted  in  thefe  feveral  charters  ;    what  parted  between 
the  firft  and  fecond,  it  was  th  ugh',  could  not  aft"  ct  the  third.  If  the  king  feized  on 
the  powers  of  the  company,   they  only  pafted  into  other  hands,  without  increafe  or 
diminution,   while  the   right"  of  the  people  r  rriai  ed  is  they   were.    But  they  did 
not  remain  fo  long.   The  northern  parts  oi  th  ir  country  were  grant  ;J  away  to  the 
lords  Baltimore  and  Fairfax  ;    the  firft  of  th  fc  o  kainti  alfo  the  ri  rhra   of  f*pnra*e 
Jurisdiction  and  government.    And  in   1650,  the   parli  meat,  coi -fidering ;  itfelf  as 
{landing  inthe  place  pf"  .their  depofcd  king,  and  as  h  ving  fi  cceeded  0  all  his  pp  vers 
Without,  as  well  as  within  the  realm,  began  to  iflum.s  a  right  ov      ih    ctilptiies; 
pafiing  an  act  for  inhibiting  their    rade  with  forei  -n    »atioos.     this  fucceffiOn  to    tie 
exercife  of  the  kingy  authority,  g.'ve  the  firft  coloui  to      ,  Name  Mr,  in  e    e  ;nc2 
■vvi'h  the  colonies,  and  produced  that  fatal  precede,   w  ilcfa  it  contmrfed  to  follow 
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a'ter  it  f.ai  retired,  in  other  refoects,  within  its  proper  functions.  When  this 
cofonv,  therefore,  which  ftill  mainlined  its  oppofitiori  to  Cromwell  and#he  parlia- 
ment," was  induced,  in  165  i,  to  lay  down  their  arms,  they  previoufly  fecured  their 
rrioft  eflential  rights  by  a  folemn  convention. 

This  contention,  entered  into  with  .arms  in  their  hands,  they  fuppofed,  had  fecured 
the  ancient  limits  of  their  country — its  free  trade— its  exemption  from  taxation  but 
by  their  own  afTembly, and  exclufion  of  military  force  from  among  the  pi.  Yet,  in 
every  of  thefe  points  was  this  convention  violated  by  fubfequent  kings  and  parlia- 
ments, and  other  infractions  of  their  cor.ftituticn,  equally  daugercm,  committed".  The 
general  affembly,  which  was  compoi'ed  of  the  council  of  ftate  and  burgeffes,  fitting  to- 
gether and  deciding  bv  plurality  of  voices  was  divided  into  two  houfes,  by  which  the 
council  obtained  a  feparate  negative  on  their  taws.  Appeals  from  their  fupreme  court 
which  had  been  fixed  by  law  in  their  general  affembly,  were  arbitrarily  revolted  to 
Enerland,  to  be  there  heard  before  the  king  and  council.  Infteai  of  four  hundred 
mijeson  the  fea  coaft,  they  were  reduced,  in  the  fpace  of  thirty  years,  to  about  one 
hundred  miles.  Their  trade  with  foreigners  was  totaily  fupprefled,  and  when  carried 
to  Great  Britain,  was  there  loaded  with  impefts.  It  is  unneceiTary,  however,  to  glean 
up  the  fe vera!  inllances  of  injury,  as  fcattered  through  American  and  Britifh  hiltory  ; 
and  the  more  cfpecially,as,by  passing  on  to  the  accession  of  the  prefent  king,  we  mail 
find  fpecimens  of  them  all,  aggravated,  multiplied,  andcrowded  within  a  fmall  compafs 
of  time,  £o  as  to  envince  a  fixed  defignof  confidering  the  rights  of  the  people,  whe- 
ther natural,  conventional  or  chartered,  as  mere  nullities.  The  colonies  were  taxed  in- 
ternally ;  their  eflentfal  interefts  facrificed  to  individuals  in  Great  Britain  •,  their  le- 
giflatures  fufpended,  charters  annulled,  trials  by  juries  taken  away,  their  perfens  fub- 
jecTed  to  transportation  acrofs  the  Atlantic, and  to  trials  before  foreign  judicatories, their 
fupplications  for  redrefs  thought  beneath  anfwer,  themfelves  published  as  cowards  in 
the  councils  of  their  mother  country  and  courts  of  Europe,  armed  troops  lent  among 
them  to  enforce  fubmission  to  thefe  violences,  and  actual  hoftilities  commenced  a- 
gainft  them.  No  alternative  was  prefented  but  re.fiilance  or  unconditional  fubmission. 
Between  thefe  could  be  no  hefitation.  They  clofed  in  the  appeal  to  arms*.  They  declar- 
ed themieves  independent  dates.  They  confederated  together  into  one  great  republic 
thus  fecuring  to  every  ftate.the  benefit  of  an  union  of  their  whole  force.  They  fought 
—they  conquered — and  obtained  an  honourable  and  glorious  peace. 

It  was  not  till  after  the  peace  that  the  defects  and  inefficacy  of  the  old  confedera- 
tion were  perceived  and  fei't.  Virginia  had  the  honour  of  leading  the  way  to  a  moil 
important  reform  in  the  government.  In  1783, a  proposition  was  made  in  the  legiflature 
of  this  Hate,  to  appoint  cornmiflioners,  to  meetfuch  as  might  be  appointed  in  the 
other  ftates,  who  mould  form  a  fyftem  of  commercial  regulations  for  the  united  ftates, 
and  recommend  it  to  the  fev.eral  legiflatures  for  adoption.  Commiflioners  were  ac- 
coidingly  appointed,  and  a  requeft  was  made  to  the  legifl  itures  of  the  other  ftates,  to 
accede  to  th?  proportion.  Several  ftates  acceded,  and  appointed  commiflioners,  who 
met  at  Annapolis  in  the  fummer  of  1786,  to  confuit  what  meafures  fliou'd  be  taken 
to  unite  the  ftates  fa  fome  efficient  commercial  fyftem.  But,  as  all  the  ftates  were  not 
rsprefented,  and  the  powers  of  the  commiffi oners  were,  in  heir  opinion,  too  limited 
to  propofe  a  f  ftem  of  regulations,  adequate  to  the  pu'rpofes  of  government,  they 
agreed  co  recommend  a  general  convention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  the  fubfequent 
ytar,  with  powers  tojiT.me  a  general  plan  ot  government  for  the  united  ftates. 

1  his  convention  accor  lingly  met,  as  propofed.  and  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  govern- 
ment,  to  be  fubmitt'ed  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  ftates.  In  Virginia,  when  this 
government  came  .before  the  convention  of  the  ftate,  many  of  the  leading 
chancers  oppofed  the  ratification  of  it,  with  great  ability  and  induftry.  But,  after  a 
fu'l  ..:ii"cu:iicn  of  the  fubjed,  a  fmall  majority  of  a  numerous  convention  appeared  for 
it»  adop:ion. 
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Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Sq.  Miles 

Length,  from  E.  to  W.  450  $  h„w,m     f J  °  and  8  °  W- lon-  from  Phil.  T 
Breadth,  en  the  fea,  x8o  I  Dctwcen      U3  °  5<>  and  36  o  3o  N#  ]at#     J  34ooo» 

Breadth  acrofs  the  centre,  from  35  °   N.  latitude.  105  miles. 

BouND«Rics.]fTpHIS  Mate  is  bounded,  on  the  eaft,  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  on 
J_  the  weft,  by  the  TennafTee  government,  or  Territory  fouth 
of  the  Ohio  ;  on  the  north,  by  Virginia,  and  on  the  fouth,  by  South- Carolina  and 
Ge  rgia. 

Cjvil  divisions.*]  The  Eaftern  and  Weftern  Ridings.  The  Eaftern  contains 
the  diftricls  of  \\  filming-ton,  Newbem,  Edenton,  lying  along  the  fea  coaft,  from 
South-Carolina  t(,  Virginia,  and  the  diftrift  of  Halifax,  to  the  weftward  of  the  latter. 
The  ivetfern  Riding  is  compofed  of  the  diftricts  of  Hillsborough,Sa!isbury,  Morgan, 
and  Fayetteville.     In  ttiefe  eight  diftricts  are  the  following  counties  and  towns  :-«- 

*  The  charter  limits  ol  North- Carolina  are,  a  the  line  aclually  run  in  1772,  by  commiffioners 
line  beginning  on  the  fea  fide,  at  a  cedar  flake,  appointed  by  the  governors  of  each  province  ; 
at  or  near  the  mouth  ot  Little  river  (being  the  being  continued  from  the  end  of  the  line  north- 
foutrjern  extremity  oi  BmnfwicK  county)  and  weft  from  Little  river,  due  weft  to  the  lands 
runi.ing  thence  a  northwefl  couHe,  through  the  belonging  to  the  Catawba  nation,  thence  north- 
boundary  houfe,  in  latitude  33  °  56  to  latitude  wardly  with  their  lands,  fo  as  to  leave  the  fame 
35  °  ,  and  on  that  parallel  wf  it  to  the  South  Sea.  in  South-Carolina,  thence  due  weft;  which 
The  northern  line  begins.on  the  fea  coafl, in  lat-  gave  a  confiderable  body  of  territory,  fertile 
itude  36  °  30,  ana  runs  due  weft,  hy  faid  char-  and  populous,  to  South-Carolina.  North-Car- 
ter, to  the  South  Sea  ;  but,  bv  the  ceffion  to  olina,  in  her  bill  of  rights  reclaims  this  land, 
congrefs,  thefe  lines  now  both  Mop  at  the  Ten-  adhering  to  her  charter  ;  but  South- Carolina 
naftee  government  ;  and,  by  an  order  of  king  retains  polTeiTion, 
(George  II.  the    fou them  line  was  altered  and 
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The  Eastern  Districts. 
Edenton  difbicl  con-     Newbern  didrict  con-     Wiljningtan 
tains  53,770  inhabit,     tains  55,540  inhabit.      dif.  26  ,035". 
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Middle  Districts,  extending  from  S.  Carolina  to  Virginia- 
Fayetteville  dift.  HilUboro'  dill.  Halifax  difliiQ 
34,020  inhab.  59  983   inhab.        64,630    inhabit. 
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,  extending    tiomS.  «_ar.  to  Virgi  ita. 
Morgan  dift,     Salisbury  diftrift  con- 

33,293  inha.     tains  69.480  inhab. 
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^-iT^hlf  KC  PnnCipau areVTRoanokel  Pedee>    Cape    Fear,  or    Clarendon    rivers, 
I    m  ,n      t    r      .P  rhr  N°rthrwelt>  Norrh-eaft,  and  Black  river  ;  Neufe,  with 
awba    -aikin    n   '    M     ^  T/*'  "^  Cnowm-  ^^camau,  Broad  river,  Ca- 
wc'f:  !'\         ■a;1'JD;tp  rivers,  befides  the  following   fmaller  rivers, 

E? izt  t7wn^°0  l?V  °r  f°U,ndS'  ViZ-  Litde  river  Sha,lot>  LSckwood'.  Folly 
a^  oSe«  *h?-P  k,Pafq-°laa^  1,efq«»»«».  Alligator,  Scuppernong,  I  afhai,&c! 
and  others   which  empty    int0  the  ]arger  rivers     ft  g*   are  Enoe  river, 
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Rocky  river,Uharee,  Smith's  river,  Drowning  creek,  and  Fifhing  creek,  befides  many 
of  letter  note.   Alfo  on  the  weft  of  the   Allegany   mountain,  in    the  extenfive  fron- 
tier county  of  Buncam,   French  Broad  river,  Swannanoah,  Laurel,   and  fome  others 
which  are  the  heads  of  the  Tennaflee  and  Cumberland  rivers. 

Roanoke,  or  Albermarle  river,  is  very  long  and  rapid  ;  it  opens  into  Albermarle 
found  by  feveral  mouths,  at  the  fouth  weft  comer  thereof:  afW  traverfin"-  a  creat 
diftance  of  rich  lands  and  crofting  in  its  courfe  the  line  between  Virginia  and  North- 
Carolina,  it  forks,  into  Dan  and  Staunton  rivers,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  its  mouth  •,  moft  of  the  former  watering  North- Carolina,  the  latter  en- 
tirely in  Virginia.  The  low  lands  of  Roanoke,  like  thofe  of  all  long  rivers,  are  fub* 
ject  to  inundations.  It  is  navigable  for  fhallops  about  fixty  or  feventymilesor.lv, 
on  account  of  falls,  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  obftruct  the  water  communication 
with  the  hack  country  :  theie  are  however,  latterly,  confiderable  quantities  of  tobacco 
brought  down  the  river  nearly  two  hundred  miles, from  the  Dan  and  Staunton,to  ware- 
houfes,  eftablifhed  at  St.  Tammany's  on  the  Virginia  fide  of  the  Roanoke,  a  little 
below  Taylor's  ferry,  in  fuch  boats  as  are  ufed  in  James  river  above  Richmond, 
being  from  ten  to  twelve  hogfheads  burden.  The  tobacco,  &c.  is  then  taken  by 
land  acrofs  the  country  to  Petersburg.  Several  of  the  planters  on  this  river  arecon- 
fidered  the  wealthier!:  in  the  ftate  ;  one  of  them,  it  is  faid,  raifes  annually  three 
thoufand  barrels  of  corn,  and  four  thoufand  bufhels  of  peas.  Some  planters, 
however,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  ftate,  add  to  the  cultivation  of  corn,  the 
more  valuable  articles  of  indigo,  rice,  and  cotton,  whofe  crops  nett  them  a  grea- 
ter amount. 

Cape  Fear,  or  Clarendon  river,  affords  the  bsft  navigation  of  any  river  in  this 
ftate  :  it  opens  into  the  fea  by  two  mouths,  thefmaller  at  the  head  of  Smith's  ifland, 
called  the  New  Inlet,  fufficiently  detp  to  admit  brigs  of  ten  or  eleven  feet  water  : 
the  longer,  between  Oak  ifland  and  the  fouth  weft  end  of  Smith's  ifland,  at  Bald- 
head,  whereon  has  lately  been  erected  a  very  complete  light- houfe.  The  cape  pro. 
jects  into  the  fea  about  five  miles  eaft-fouth  eaft  therefrom.  At  rs  grand  entrance,  it- 
is  full  three  miles,  affords  eighteen  feet  water  at  high  tides  over  the  bar,  and  con- 
tinues  that  breadth,  passing  the  towns  of  Smithville,  near  the  fort,  and  Brunfwick 
on  the  left,  up  to  the  Flats,  to  which  place  it  is  navigable  for  large  vefTels,  being 
twenty-one  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  fourteen  below  Wilmington  ;  to 
this  town,  vefTels  drawing  ten  or  twelve  feet  go  with  fafety.  Oppofite  to  the  town, 
Cape  Fear  divides  in'o  the  North  eaft  and  North-weft  rivers,  fo  called  from  their  ge- 
neral courfes  •>  the  latter  being  the  moft  extenfive,  retains  generally  the  came  of  Cape 
Fear.   Between  the  Flats  and  Fort  Johnfon  is  an  excellent  harbour  for  vffieJs. 

The  north  weft  river  is  not  fo  wide,  as  the  North- eaft,  but  a  much  deeper  and 
larger  river.  About  fifteen  miles  from  the  mouth,  it  receives  Black  river,  andconti. 
nues  its  courfe,  navigable  for  fea  vefTels  twenty  five  miles  higher  up,  and  afterwards, 
for  at  leaft  eighty  miles  further  to  Fayetteville  landing, is  practicable  for  boats  of  great 
burthen,  conducted  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  up  vaft  quantities  of  imported  goods 
from  Wiimington,  and  bringing  down  in  return  to  the  fame  place,  the  produce  of 
the  country  -,  principally  tobacco,  flour,  flaxfeed,  and  grain.  I  he  lands,  on  this  river 
are  fo  well-watered,  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  large  plantation  on  it,  without  a  fa w  or 
grift-mill,  or  a  ftre?nl  fufficient  for  thofe  purpofes,  by  which  means  rafts  of  lumber 
are  continually  defcending  when  there  is  no  interruption  to  trade.  About  forty  five 
miles  above  Fayetteville  landing,  the  North- weft  branches  into  Deep  and  Haw  rivers, 
meandering  with  their  various  ftreams  etitirely  from  the  fouth- eaft  to  the  north- weft 
extremity  of  the  ftate,  and  being  boidered  in  their  whole  courfe  by  as  ftrong^  fertile, 
and  well- timbered  lands,  as  any  in  the  Atlantic  ftates,  watering  a  great  part  of  the  rich 
and  populous  counties  of  Chatham, More,  Orange,  Cafyvell,Rar.do)ph,Guilfurd,R.ock- 

Vol.  H.  6  O 


#o  NORTH-CAROLINA. 

ingham,  and  Surry.  It  is  navigable  for  fmall  boats  about  twenty-five  miles  above 
Favetteville  in  times  of  fmall  frefhes,  being  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Raleigh  •, 
and  might,  at  an  inconfiderabfe  expenfe,  be  made  paffable  for  fmall  craft  to  the  forks 
of  Haw  and  deep  rivers,  where  it  lcfes  its  name  of  North  weft,   or  Cape  Fear. 

The  North  eift  river  is  about  two  hundred  yards  wide  at  Wilmington,  and  conti- 
tH.es  nearly  the  fame  fo.  many  miles.  It  is  navigable  fcr  brigs  twenty  miles  above 
Wilmingtpn',and  boats  of  confiderable  burden  to  South  "Wafhington,  about  forty  mites 
further  •,  fcr  lrrnller  boats  and  rafts  to  the  town  of  Sareclo,  in  Duplin  county,  about 
feventy  miles  further. 

Waccamaw  derives  its  principal  fource  from  a  large  and  beautiful  transparent  lake, 
whence  it  defcends  through  many  thoufand  acres  of  rich  well-timbered  fwamp,  the 
whole  length  of  Brunfwick  county  •,  its  ftream  being  increafed  by  the  waters  of  the 
Great  Green  SAamp,and  the  Marfh  Fork.  It  crofi'es  the  line  of  the  two  Carolina*,  op- 
pofite  the  mouth  of  L.ttle  river,  at  which  it  is  only  about  fix  mi'es  from  the  fea,  and 
continues  to  run  from  thence  nearly  parallel  with  the  coaft,  making  a  neck  of  land 
feventy  or  eighty  miles  in  length  to  i's  mouth,  below  Georgetown,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which,  fome  of  the  lands  on  the  river  have  fold  at  fifty  pounds  fterling  per  acre,  for 
the  fwamp  fields  of  a  whole  plantation, 

Black-river ;is  a  broader  and  handfomer  ftream  than  the  North-weft  for  fomediftance 
up,  and  not  fo  fubject.  to  frefhes,  being  a  much  fhorter  river.  The  tide  overflows  its 
rich  fwamps  and  extenfive  cane-meadows  from  the  mouth  about  fifteen  miles  upwards. 
It  is  navigable  fome  diftance  for  fea  velTels,  and  for  boats  about  fixty  miles.  From  it 
branches  South  river,  on  \vhi:h,  and  the  main  ftream,  are  fome  mills,  but  lying  be- 
tween the  two  other  branches  of  Cape  Fear,the  North  eaftar.d  North- weft.and  there- 
fore not  fo  acceffible  by  land.  It  ha3  hitherto  been  neglected,  ,slthough  highly  worthy 
of  notice  for  the  fertility  of  its  fwamps  and  extraordinary  range  for  cat'.le.  Ail  the  above 
rivers,  viz.  Waccaniaw,  Cape  Fear,  the  Nortiieaft,  North  weft  and  Black  rb-er,  from 
their  fouthe.-n  fituation,  have  the  advantage  of  every  other  river  in  north  Carolina, 
with  refpect  to  variety  of  produce,being  at  leaft  equal  fo  the  beft,  and  fuperior  to  moft 
in  point  of  fertility,  and  capable  of  producing,  wich  greater  certaincy,  the  moft  valu- 
able articles  cf  rice  and  indigo.  Cape  Fear  river,  and  its  branches  above  mentioned, 
are  the  only  rivers  in  this  ftate  that  afford  thofe  ineftimable  tide  fwamps  which  have 
saifed  their  four  hern  neighbours  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  opulence,  as  to  be  efteemed  gene- 
rally the  richeft  p'anters  on  the  continent  of  North  America, 

Peedee  river  has,  in  every  reipect,  a  ftrong  refem'Mance  of  the  beautiful  Roanoke, 
in  the  breadth  and  appearance  of  its  waters,  its  handfome  banks  for  farm  buildings, 
its  fertile  and  extenfive  low  grounds  — Perhaps  no  lands  in  America  afford  more  abun- 
dant crops  than  thofe  of  Peedee  ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  corn,  pork,  and  beef  are  cheaper 
here  than  on  any  other  ravigable  river  m  the  Atlantic  ftates,  Indigo,  tobacco,  wheat, 
bariey,  corn  and  ai!  other  grains  are  produced  on  this  river,  in  great  quantities  ;  cotton 
is  a'fo  raifed  here  to  great  perfection;  the  ap-ple  and  peach  orchards  here  are  numerous 
and^xtenfive.  This  river  empties  itfelf  into  Winyau  bay,  nearGeorgeton,  in  South- 
Carolina  \  from  thence  you  trace  it  up  nearly  a  north- weft  direction  about  one  hund- 
red Mid  fe  s  to  Parker's  ferry,  where  the  North-Carolina  line  croffes  it  due 
weft  -,  it  is  liere  ne;;r  four  nundred  yards  wide:  then  continuing  its  courfe  into  North- 
Carolir.a,  divides  P.ichmond  from  Anfon  county,  nearly  forty  five  miles  to  the  mouth 
of  Rocky  river-,  it  then  enters  the  county  of  Montgomery  ;  and  about  twenty-five 
miles  '  receiving  L;h.:ree  river,it  lofes  the  name  of  Peedee  at  that  tremendous 
pla^e  called  the  Kapids,  or  Narrows  of  the  Yadkin.  This  river  admits  large  boats 
with  little  difficulty  about  twenty  miles  into  North-Carolina,  and  (mailer  craft  to  or 
near  the  narrows,  being  by  water  to  Georgeton  about  two  hundred  and  fo-ty  miles  — «= 
A  great  number  of  the  'armers  of  that  part  of  this  river  which  is  in  North-Caroliaid 
.trade  to  Fayetteville,   being  a  land  carriage  ofoniy  fixty  to  ninety  miles. 
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Yaikin  river  affords  the  principal  waters  of  Peedee.  Its  name  commences  at  the 
foot  of  the  Uapids,  where  Peedee  ends  :  thefe  Rapids,  or  Narrows,  are  from  two  and 
an  half  to  three  miles  long,and  are  occafionedby  the  river  being;  narrowed  from  two 
hundred  yards  to  thirty  in  this  place,  by  very  high  hills  on  each  fide,  which,  added 
to  a  confiderable  fall  ,in  the  bed  of  the  river,  caufes  the  water  to  rum  through  the 
gap  with  a  velocity  almoft  inconceiveable,  darning  from  fide  to  fide,  and  rock  to  rock, 
every  thing  that  paffes  down  it ;  trunks  of  trees  float  down  the  river,  and  are  fre- 
quently beat  to  pieces  in  this  place.  Notwithstanding  this,  a  man,  fome  years  ago, 
pafied  through  the  1\  arrows  in  a  large  boat,  when  a  confiderable  frefh  made  the  wa- 
ters deep,  and  hid  the  rocks  ;  he  had  nearly  loft  his  life  by  this  mad  experiment;  the 
boat  ftruck  once  or  twi^e,  and  wheeled  round  like  a  top  ;  the  rudder  was  of  no  fer- 
vice  :  the  boat  was  ruined  •,  and,  it  is  faid,  the  trip  was  performed  in  eight  or  ten 
minutes.  Several  kinds  of  fifh  are  taken  here  at  all  feafons.  Shad  are  caught  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  with  hoop-nets,  in  the  eddies,  in  numbers  almoft  incredible.  A 
man  frequently  catches  one  thoufand  in  an  hour  in  one  fpot.  The  water  caneafily 
be  conveyea  from  the  bed  of  the  river  to  beautiful  feats  for  mills,  and,  perhaps, 
there  is  not  in  the  world,  a  more  eligible  fituation  for  a  large  manufacturing  town 
;than  at  this  place,  b.ing  in  the  centre  of  an  extenfive,  rich, and  healthy  country.  The 
waters  of  this  liver  flow  from  the  fpurs  of  the  Allegany  mountains.  About  forty  miles 
above  .he  Narrows,  it  divides  into  North  and  South  Yadkin.  The  North  Fork  inter- 
lock- w  ith  the  wale  s  of  Dzn  river,  the  South  with  thofe  of  the  Catawba.  The  lands 
'on  the  waters  of  rhe  rivers  are  very  rich  ,  red,  yellow,  and  black  mould,  a  little 
ftcney,  the  country  hilly,  and  better  fettled  than  any  in  the  ftate:  it  may  be  made 
navigable  at  an  inconfiderable  exi  enfe,  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  above  the  Nar- 
rows, for  r-"h  boats  as  come  to  Richmond,  down  James  river  in  Virginia,from  ten 
to  twelve  hogfhdids  burden, 

The  Ban  is  a  fine  river,  and  in  moft  refpe&s  like  the  Yadkin. 

The  Catawba,  rad  Bioad  river,  water  the  fouth  weft  part  of  Carolina,  and  run 
from  thre  top  1  the  Allegany  mountains,  in  the  diitrier.  of  Morgan,  from  innume- 
rable and  ciJ.-hi.fu".  fp.'irigs,  which  foon  unite,  and  form  thefe  rivers,  which,  are 
very  wide  wirtlin  fifty  miles  of  the  mountains  It  is  very  common  in  thefe  high 
mountain..,  10  fee  within  fifty  yards  the  waters  flowing  to  the  eaft  and  to  the  weft. 
It  may  be  1 aid,  with  great  truth,  that  the  lands  in  this  country  are  not  inferioi  to  the 
boafted  1011  of  Kentucky,and  the  weftern  waters.  The  Catawba  at  Morganton,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  fea,  and  fixty  from  the  top  of  the  mountains,  is  two 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide  5  and  at  fome  expenfe,  can  be  made  navigable  for  fmalj 
boats. 

Neufe  riveropens  into  Pampiico  found,and  is  navigable  for  fea  veffels  to  Newbern, 
and  twelve  miles  higher 'up  for  the  fmall  kind.  It  then  continues  navigable  for  large 
boats  fifty  miies,  and  for  fmall,  two  hundred. 

Pampiico,  or  Tar  river,opensinto  Pampiico  foufid,and  navigable  for  veffels  draw- 
ing nine  feet  water,to  Wafhington,  which  lies  abcut  forty  m'!es  from  its  mouth;  and 
for  boats,  carrying  thirty  or  forty  hogfheads,  firiy  miles  further  to  Tarborough,  af. 
ter  which  its  ftream  leffens  fo  as  to  be  inconfidera  1  r  and  not  navigable. 

Chowan  falls  into  the  north  weft  corner  of  Albemarle  found,  is  three  miies  wide  at 
its  mouth,  and,  in  its  courfe  upwards,  paffes  Etlenton,  r.ot  very  difhnt  from  which 
it  narrows  fift,  and  feparates  into  feverai  fmaller  ftreams,  all  of  which  derive  their 
iource  from  Virginia. 

New  river  is  a  very  handfome  bro?:3  river,  but  fhort  and  fhallow  ;  the  lands  cm 
each  fide  are  generally  of  an  inferior  quality,  except  a  confiderable  body  on  the  head 
of  the  north-  weft,  fork,  which  is  fo  fertile  as  to  be  difcinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
rich  lands. 
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Drowning  creek  has  its  fource  in  North-Carolina,  in  that  Tandy  country  which" 
Jies  between  Peedee  and  Cape  Fear  rivers  :  it  is  not  wide,  but  is  very  deep  and  long 
for  fo  narrow  a  water  courfe,  and  runs  parallel  with  Peedee,  receiving  feveral  con- 
fiderable  ftreams  and  empties  itfelf  into  that  river:  a  little  above  Georgeton,  after 
pa  fling  by  Lumberton,  in  North-Carolina  •,  a  growing  little  town,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  mites  above  the  former  ;  from  this  place,  boats,  rafts,&c.  go  to  Georgeton, 
and,  at  a  little  expenfe,  the  water-courfe  may  be  made  paffable  for  fmall  beats  and 
craft  fifty  miles  higher  up  to  Cole's  bridge.  Immediately  on  the  banks  of  the  creek, 
and  its  water  courfes,  are  rich,  extenfive  fwamps,  and  cane  meadows. 

Trent  river  empties  into  Ncufe  at  Newbern,  is  navigable  for  fca  veflels  of  fmall 
fize  about  twelve  miles,  and  for  boati  thirty  miles,  having  on  its  banks  fome  very 
extenfive  corn  fields. 

This  country  is  generally  fettled  by  emigrants  from  North- Britain-,  a  hardy,  induf- 
trious, economical  race  of  people,  and  much  in  the  habits  of  domeftick  manufactures. 
Black  cattle  are  raifed  here  with  little  care,  and  in  great  numbers  ;  many  of  which 
are  driven  to  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennfylvania,  to  market. 

A  committee  of  the  general  aflembly,held  at  FayettevilIe,December,i793,  being 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  probability  of  improving  the  inland  navigation  of  the 
feveral  rivers  in  this  ftate,  reported,  that  eight  might  probably  be  operated  upon 
with  great  effed  : 

Miles. 
Bread  river,  for  30 

Catawba,  (a  branch  of  Santee)        -       -  140 

Yadkin,  (a  branch  of  Peedee^     -  -  J  80 

•Haw  river,        ...  -  -  50 

Deep  river,         -  50 

Neufe,  above  Smithfield,        -         -  50 

Tar  river,  above  Tarbi>rough  and  Fjfhing  creek,    40 
Roanoke,  above  Halifax,  -         -  30 

Dan  river,  -  5° 

620 

Sounds,  capes,  inlets,  cVc]  Pamplico  found  is  a  kind  of  lake  or  island  fea,  from' 
ten  to  twenty  miles  broad,  and  nearly  one  hundred  miles  in  length.  It  is  feparated 
from  the  fea<  in  its  whole  length,  by  a  beach  of  fand  hardly  a  mile  wide,  generally 
covered  with  fmall  trees  or  bufhes.  Through  this  bank  are  feveral  fmall  inlets,  by 
which  boats  may  pafs,  But  Oc:?cok  inlet  is  the  only  one  that  will  admit  veflels  of 
burden  into  the  diftrifts  of  Bdenton  and  Newbern.  This  inlet  is  in  "latitude  35  ° 
jc",  and  opens  into  Pamplico  found,  between  Ocrecok  ifland  and  Core  bank  ;  the 
land  on  the  north  is  called  Ocrecok, and  on  the  fouth  Portfmouth.  A  bar  of  hard  fand 
xroffes  this  inlet,  on  which,  at  low  tide,  there  are  fourteen  feet  water.  Six  miles  with- 
in this  bar  is  a  hard  fand  fhoal,  called  the  Swafh,  lying  acrofs  the  channel.  On  eich 
fide  the  channel,  are  dangerous  fhoals,  fometimes  dry.  There  is  from  eight  to  nine 
feet  water  at  full  tide,  according  to  the  winds,  on  the  Swafh,  Common  tides  rife 
eighteen  inches  on  the  bar, and  ten  on  the  Swafh.  Between  the  bar  and  the  Swafh  is 
good  anchoring  ground,  called  the  upper  and  lower  anchorages.  Ships, drawing  ten 
feet  water,  do  not  come  farther  than  the  firft  anchorage  till  lightened.  Few  marin- 
ers, though  acquainted  with  the  inlets,  choofe  to  bring  in  their  own  veflels,  as  the 
bar  often  fhifts  during  their  abfence  on  a  voyage.  North  of  Pamplico  found,  and 
communicating  with  it,  is  Albemarle  found,  fixty  miles  in  length,  and  from  eight 
to  twelve  in  breadth, 
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Core  found  lies  fouth  of  Pamplico,  and  communicates  with  it.  Thefe  founds  are  fo 
Jsrge  when  compared  with  their  inlets  from  the  fea,  that  no  tide  can  be  perceived  in 
any  of  the  rivers  which  empty  into  them  ,  nor  is  the  water  fait  even  in  the  mouths 
of  thefe  rivers. 

Cape  Hatteras  is  in  latitude  ^5  °  15'.  At  the  time  of  fir  Waiter  Raleigh's  approach- 
ing the  American  fhores,  the  flioals  in  the  vicinity  of  Flattens  were  conceived  to  be 
extremely  dangerous,  and  no  vefie's,  in  that  latitude,  ventured  within  fe.ven  leagues  of 
the  land.  From  a  furvey  of  the  ancient  drafts  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  chat  the  fears  of  former  navigators  were  not  without  foundation  •,  as  thefe 
fhoais  were  laid  down,  very  large  in  extent,  and  in  many  piaces  covered  with  not 
more  than  five  or  fix  feet  Water,  at  a  great  difiance  from  the  land. 

The  conflant  experience  of  the  coafting  trade  of  the  united  dates  demonit.rr.tes,  that 
either  the  ancient  drafts  were  purpofely  falfified,  in  order  to  deter  feamen  from  ventur  ■ 
ing  too  near  a  coaft,  with  which  they  had  as  yet  very  flender  acquaintance,  or,  (which 
is  the  moft  probable)  that  by  the  ftrong  currents  hereabouts,  which  are  only  the  coun- 
t's/! currents- of  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  fands  which  were  originally  heaped  up  in  this 
part  of  the  ocean,  by  fome  ancient  ccnvulfion  in  nature,  have  been  gradually  wearing 
away,  and  diminifning  to  what  we  find  them  to  be  at  this  time. 

At  oreient,  the  out  fhoais,  which  lie  about  fourteen  miles  fouthweftof  the  Cape, 
are  but  five  or  fix  acres  extent  ;  and  where  they  are  really  dangerous  fo  vcffirls  of 
moderate  draught,  not  more  than  half  that  number  of  acres.  On  the  fhoahft  part  of 
thefe  is.  at  low  water,  about  ten  feet  ;  and  here, at  times,  the  ocean  breaks  in  a  tremen- 
dous manner,  fpotiting,  as  it  were,  to  the  clouds,  from  the  violent  agira?ions_cf  the 
Gu'f  Stream,  which  tenches  the  eaflern  edge  of  the  banks,  from  whence  the  declivity 
i-s  hidden,  that  is  to  fay,  from  ten  fathoms  to  no  foundings.  On  thefpot  abovemen- 
tioned,  which  is  firm  fand,  many  good  vefTels  ftrike  in  gales  of  wind,  and  go  to  pie^us. 
In  moderate  weather  however,  thefe  ihoals  may  be  pafTcd  over,  if  necefTary,  at  full 
tide,  without  much  danger,  by  vefleis  not  drawing  more  than  eight,  nine  or  ten  feet 
water. 

From  this  bank,  which  was  formerly  of  vafr.  extent,  and  calied  the  Full  moon 
Shoal,  a  ridge  runs  the  whole  difiance  to  the  Cape,  about  a  northweft  ccurfe.  This 
ridge  which  is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  has  on  it,  at  low  tide,  generally  ten,  eleven, 
r,nd  twelve  feet  water,  with  gaps  at  equal  intervals,  affording  good  channels  of  about 
fifteen  or  fixteen  feet  water.  The  moft  noted  of  thefe  channels,  and  moft  ufed  bv 
coafting  vefiels,  is  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  land  and  may  eafily  be  known 
by  a  range  of  breakers  which  are  always  feen  on  the  weft  fide,  and  a  breaker  head  or 
two  on  the  eaftern  fide,  which  however,  are  not  fo  conftant,  only  appearing  when  the 
fea  is  confid^rably  agitated.  This  channel  is  at  leaft  two  and  a  half  miles  wide,  and 
might,  at  full  fea,  be  fafely  pafftd  by  the  largeft  (hips.  Thefe  however,  rarely  attempt 
it.  The  common  tides  fwell  about  fix  feet,  and  always  come  from  the  foutheaft.— A 
little  north  of  the  Cape  is  good  anchoi  ing  in  four  or  five  fathoms,  and  with  the^vind 
to  the  weftward,  a  boat  may  land  in  fafety,  and  even  bring  off  cafks  of  frefh  water, 
plenty  of  which  is  to  be  found  every  where  on  the  beach,  by  .digging  a  foot  or  two, 
and  putting  a  barrel  into  the  fand. 

Cape  Lookout  is  fouth  of  Cape  Hatteras,  oppofiteCore  found,  and  has  had  an  ex- 
cellent harbour,  entirely  filled  up  with  fand  fince  the  year  1777. 

Cape  Fear  is  remarkable  for  a  dangerous  fhoal,caIled,from  its  form, the  Frying  pan: 
The  fouth  part  of  it  lies  fix  miles  from  Cape  Fear  pitch,  in  latitude  $3  °  32'.  This 
fhoal  makes  curt  from  the  foutheaft  end  of  Smith's  ifland,  commonly  called  Railhead 
ifland;  and  has  two  confiderable  channels  through  it.  It  is  feldom  parted  but  in  cafes  of 
neceftity,  being  rather  narrow  for  large  vefiels.  The  light  houfe,  however,lately  built  ac 
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C.ape  Fear  Bar,  will  hereafter  prove  a  fecurity  to  veiTels  navigating  to  this  part  of  the 
cpaft  ofCarciina,as  it  will  always  give  the  mariner  warning  and  information  where  he  is. 
Canal?,  and  other  modern   improvements.]     In  North- Carolina  there   are  two 
.great  tracts  which  are  called  diumls  ;   becaufe  they  are  paifed  with  difficulty    by  man 
or  beaft.      1  he  ground  is  low  and  generally  marfhy,  covered  with  tall  cyprefs,  or  ju- 
niper,  with  a  thick,  under  growth  of  magnolia,  bamboo,   briars,  and  reeds.     One  of 
thofe  Grinds  is  in  Tyrrel  county,  containing  three  or  four  hundred  thoufand  acres. 
In  the  midft  of  this   traft,  there  is  a  lake  cailed  Phelps,  about  eleven  miles  long  by 
feven.       Immediately  after  the  revolution  war,    the  idea  of  liberty  giving  a   fpring  tv> 
cnterprife,  three  gentlemen  in  Edenton,  mefiis.   Collins,  Allen,    and  Dickinfon,  took 
up  all    the    land    adjoining    lake   Phelps,    including  above  one  hundred  thoufand 
seres  in  their  patents.   There  is  a  navigable  river  within  five   and  a  half  miksof  the 
lake-,  and  though  a  conftant  ftream  that  came  out  of  the   lake  did  not  pals  into  the 
river,  but  feemed  to  be  loft  or  abforbed  in  the  great  fwamp,  it  was  found,   in  making 
a  furvcy,  that  the  ddcent  from  ihe  lake  to  the    river%    was  above  eleven  feer  :     thofe 
gentlemen  immediately  dug  a  navigable  canal  eighteen  feet  wide,    from  the  river   jo 
the/lake:   and  {hutting  up  the  original    vent,  that  caufed  the  furplus   water  of  the 
lake  to  pafi  through  the  canal.   The  only  lock  in  the  canal  is  about  four  hundred  yards 
from"  the  lake  ;  and  at  the  lock  there  are  feveral    f.uv-miils,   a   corn-mill,  and    a  ma- 
chine for  cleaning  rice.   The  lake  is  generally  funounded  by  a  dry  ridge,  four  or  five 
hundr-ed  yards  broad,  and  two  or  three  fat   higher   than  the  common  furface  of  the 
water.   At  the  back  of  this  ridge  in  raoft  places  there  is  a  cyprus  fwamp,    eight  or  ten 
feet  deep,  black  foil.  The  proprietors  of  the  canal  have  already  cleared  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  this  fwamp,  which,  .they  planted  with  1  ice,   and  have   reaped  great 
crcps.   By  means  of  the  canal,  they  can  at  any  feafon  cover   the   rice  land  with  twelve 
cr  eighteen  inches  of  frefh  water,  and  there  are,  at  leaft,  ten  thoufand  acres  of  excellent 
rice  fwamp  adjoining   their  prefent  improvement,   which  they  can  water  in  the   lame 
manner.   Ccnfidering  the  extent  and  quality  of  this    fwamp,   the  eafe  with  which  it 
may  be  covered  with  water,  and  the  perfect  fafety  they  enjoy  from  accidents  by  heavy 
rains  and  florins,  this  carat'  has  probably  produced  as  valuable  a  rice  eftate  as  any  in 
America,  to  ':k  nothing  cf  the  mills. 

The  ether  fwamp,  called  alfo  a  great  Difmal,  is  at  the  head  or"  Pafquotank  river  ; 
being  partly  in  Noith- Carolina,  and  partly  in  Virginia.  In  the  midft  of  this  Difmal, 
there  is  a  fmall  lake  called  Drummond's  pond.  A  company  was  incorpor  ited  in  thz 
yeari/90,  by  the  legiiiatures  of  North- Carolina  and  Virginia,  for  opening  a  navi- 
gable canal  from  Pafquotank  river  to  a  branch  of  Elizabeth  river.  This  canal,  which  is 
to  be  filled  from  Drummond's  pond,  palling  it  to  the  fouthward,  will  be  fixceen  or  fe- 
venteen  miles  long.  The  company  have  been  working  fome  years  en  this  canal  ;  but 
like  all  other  public  undertakings,  we  may  fuppofe  that  it  proceeds  more  tardily, 
and  at  a  greater  expenfe,  than  the  Tyrrel  canal,  which  was  finifhed  in  three  years. 
By  means  of  the  Pafquotank  canal,  the  inland  navigation  will  be  extended  from  New- 
bern  to  the  head  of  Elk,  or  perhaps  to  Philadelphia,  in  cafe  public  fpirit  fhouid  pre- 
vail over  private  intereft,*  or  local  confederations. 

There  are  two  other  very  large  and  e::ten(ive  fwamps  in  North- Carolina,  one  called 
Kolly  Shelter,  in  New-Har.over  county  •,  the  other  in  Brunfwick,  called  the  Green 
Swamp,  which,  if  cleared  and  cultivated,  are  not  inferior  in  foil  to  the  above. 

Principal  towns.]  Newbern,  Edenton,  Wilmington,  Halifax,  Hillsborough,  Sa- 
lisbury, and  Fayetteville,  each  in  their  turns  have  been  the  feat  of  the  gSneral  afiem- 
bly.  At  prefent  they  have  no  capital.  According  to  the  conftitution  ofthisitate,  the 
general  altemblies  are  to  meet  at  any  place  they  think  fit  on  their  pwn  adjournments. 
1  he  efrecl:  of  this  power  was  fuch  as  might  be  expected,  in  a  ft  ate  where  there  is  no 
very  large  city  or  town  neatly  central ;  it  was  the  fource  of  conftant  intrigue  and 
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-•ctifquietude.  The  aflemb.'y  feldcm  fat  twice  in  fucceffion  in  the  fame  place.  The  pub- 
lic officers  were  fcattered  over  every  part  of  the  country.  Vifits  to  the  governor,  the 
fecretarv,  the  tieafurer,  or  the  comptroller,- frequently  required  two  or  three  hundred 
miles.  Hence  records  were  loft,  accounts  were  badly  kept,  and  the  ftate,  from  that 
fingi  misfortune,  is  fuppofed  to  have  loft  more  than  a  million  cf  dollars.  It  was 
equally  clear  to  all  parties,  that  government  fliould  not  be  itenerant,  and  the  conven- 
tion which  met  in  the  year  1788,  to  confider  the  new  federal  cor.ftituticn,  according 
to  their  inftructiens,  tcck  this  part  of  their  own  cocftitution  into  confederation,  and, 
by  a  very  fmall  majority,  refolvcd,  that  the  feat  of  government  fhould  be  fixed  at 
fome  place,  to  be  agreed  upon  bv  commiflioners,  within  ten  miles  of  Wake  court- 
houfe-  This  is  a.  healthy  and  central  fituation.  But  an  act  of  the  legiflature  became 
necefiary  to  give  effect  to  this  ordinance.  And  the  general  aflembly  of  the  ftate,  at  their 
fession  in  December,  1791,  pafTed  a  law  fcr  carrying  the  ordinance  into  effect,  rnd 
appropriated  ten  thoufand  pounds  towards  erecting  publ'c  buildings.  A  town  has 
fince  been  laid  out  at  this  place,  by  act  of  the  legiflature,  and  named  the  city  of 
Raleigh,  in  honour  and  memory  of  sir  Walter  Raleigh,  by  whofs  enterprife  this 
country  was  difcovered,  and  under  whofe  directions  the  firft  fettlement  in  North- 
America  was  made,  at  Roanoke  Island,  in  Alberma'rls  found.  We  are  informed  the 
public  buildings  are  nearly  finifhed,  and  the  next  fession  of  the  legislature  is  to  be  held 
at  that  place,  which  labours  under  great  inconvenience,  owing  to  its  remotenefs  from 
navigation  cf  any  kind. 

Newbern  is  the  largeft  town  in  the  ftate.  It  ftands  on  a  point  of  land,  formed  by 
•the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Neufe  on  the  north,  and  Trent  on  thefouth.  Oppofitethe 
-town,  the  Neufe  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  the  Trent  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
wide.  The  town  contains  about  four  thoufand  houfes*,  all  built  of  wood,  excepting 
the  palace,  the  church,  the  jail,  and  a  few  dwelling-houfes,  which  arc  of  brick.  The  pa- 
lace is  a  building  erected  by  the  province  before  the  revolution,  and  was  formerly  the 
, residence  of  the  governors.  It  is  large  and  elegant,  two  ftories  high,  with  two  wings 
for  offices,  a  little  advanced  in  front"  towards  the  town-,  thefe  wings  are  connected 
with  the  principal  -building,  by  a  circular  arcade.  This  once  handfome  and  well- 
finifhed  building,  furerior  to  any  in  the  late  colonies,  is  now  much  out  of  repair.  One 
of  the  halls  is  now  u<ed  for  a  dancing,  and  another  for  a  fchool  roonir— which  are  the 
only  prefent  ufes  of  this  place.  The  arms  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ft'tll  appear  In 
a  pediment  in  front  cf  the  building,  and  exhibit  the  remains  of  departed  royalty. 
The  epifcopal  church  is  a  fmall  brick  building,  with  a  bell.  It  is  the  only  houfe  for 
public  worfhip  in  the  place.  Two  Luge  rum  diftilleries  have  lately  been  erected  in  this 
town.  It  is  the  county  town  of  Craven  county,  and  has  a  coart-hoyfe  and  jail.  The 
court  houfe  is  raifed  on  briclc  arches,  fo  as  to  render  the  lower  part  a  convenient 
market  place  ;  but  the  principal  marketing  is  dene  with  the  people  in  their  canoes 
and  boats  at  the  river  fide. 

Edenton  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  Albemarle  found  ;  and  has  about  one 
hundred  indifferent  wood  houfes,  and  a  few  handfome  buildings.  It  has  a  brick 
church  for  epifcopal ians,  which  for  many  years,  has  been  much  neglected.  Its  !o- 
cal  fituation  is  advantageous  for  trade,  but  not  for  health.  It  is  the  county  town  of 
Chowan  county,  and  has  a  court-houfe  and  jail.  In  or  near  the  town  lived  the  pro- 
prietary, and  the  firft:  of  the  royal  governors. 

Wilmington  is  a  fmall,  regular  fea-port  town,  (landing  on  the  eaft  fide  or  Cape 
Fear,  or  Clarendon  river,  oppofite  the  confluence  of  the  North  weft  and  North  eaft 
branches  of  faid/  river,  and  about  thirty-five  miles  a!>ove  the  mouth  or  mam  bar 
^hereof,  aad  fix  miles  from  the  ocean  ;  it  contains  about  two   hundisd    and  fifty 

•j-  In  September,  179],  nearly  one  third  part  of  this  town  was  consumed  by  fke. 
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boufes,  nearly  a  fourth  of  which  are  built  of  brick,  with  a  church  of  the  fame  mate- 
rials, well  finished.  The'  town  hath  twice  experienced  confiderable  damage  by  fire.  - 
Its  fuperior  fituation  for  commerce,  renders  it  trie,  be  ft  mart  hi  the  Rate,  as  will  appear 
by  the  following  ftatement. — In  1792,  the  impoft  and tonage  of  the  .ftate  amounted 
to  feventy  five  thoufand  tight  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars,  of  which  thirty  two 
thonfand  fix  hundred  and  ninety- fix  dollars  were  paid  at  the  port  of  Wilmington  ;— 
in  1793,  to  ninety  fix  thouftmd  and  fifty-five  dollars,  forty-three  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  eighty- feve'n  of  which  were  paid  at  this  place.  Thus  it  appears  that 
nearly  one-half  of  all  the  monies  received  in  North -Carolina  for  imports  and 
tonnage,  is  paid  at  the  town  cf  Wilmington— It  is  alfo  a  fact  'hat  many  of  the 
principal  trading-houfes  at  this  town  import  their  goods  from  the  northern  ftates, 
and  from  Charleftown  in  South- Carolina,  where  their  remittances  are  fent  in  the  pro- 
duce of  North-Carolina,  and  fhipped  fr*m  thence  to  Europe,  as  th".  product  of  thofe 
ftates  It  is  a  matter  of  furprife  and  regret,  that  greater  exertions  have  not  been 
made  at  this  plac  in  fhip-buiiding,  as  the  beft  of  timber,  viz',  live  oak,  red  cedar, 
and  pitch  pine,  abounds  in  its  vicinity,  and  provifions,  &c.  are  much  cheaper 
than  in  the  towns  to  the  northward.  Wilmington  has  a  regular  market,  a-d  is 
well  fupplied  with  a  greit  variety  of  excellent  fifh.  The  fprings  of  water  here  arc 
very  good,  fome  of  which  flow  from  beds  of  lime-Hone,  and  contribute  much  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants,  feveral  of  whom,  born  in  this  town,  about  the  time  it  was 
firft  fettled,  are  fti'l  (Jan.  1795)  alive,  and  perfect^  in  health,  being  between  fixty 
and  feventy  years  of  age.  When  thefe  facts  are  taken  into  view,  with  the  Jate  im- 
proyements  made  in  the  river  navigation  here,  this  town,  at  no  very  diflant  day, 
muft  aflame  a  rank  far  fuperior  to  what-it  at  prefent  poffeffes,  in  the  mercantile  fcale 
of  the  united  flates. 

Hillsborough  is  an  inland  town,  fituated  in  a  high,  healthy,  and  fertile  country,- 
one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  r.orthweft  from  Newbern.  It  is  fettled  by  about  fixty 
or  feventy  families. 

Salisbury  is  agreeably  fituated,  about  five  miles  from  Yadkin  river,  and  contains 
about  ninety  dwelling- houfes. 

Halifax  is  a  pretty  town,  and  ftands  on  the  weflern  bank  of  the  Roanoke,  about 
fix  miles  below  the  falls,  and  has  about  thirty  or  forty  dwelling-houfes. 

Fayetteville,  fo  called,  in  honour  of  the  marquis  La  Fayette,  is  fituated  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  north-weft  branch  of  Cape  Fear, 
nearly  at  the  head  of  the  natural  navigation  of  the  fame,  one  hundred  miles  above' 
Wilmington  ;  on  the  bank  of  the  river  ftand  a  few  buildings  and  the  tobacco  ware-- 
houfes,  capable  of  containing  about  fix  thoufand  hogfheads,  which  quantity  has 
been  received  here  in  one  feafon,  a  confiderabie  proportion  wherecf  is  equal  to  Pe- 
tersburg tobacco.  The  centie,  and  moft  improved"  part  of  the  town,  is  about  a  mile 
from  the  river,  in  the  fork  and  near  the  junction  of  Blount's  and  Ctofs  creek  ;  from' 
the  latter,  on  whofe  banks  it  principally  ftand3,  the  town  formerly  was  named.  It 
is  well  built  on  both  fides  of  the  creek,  and  contains  nearly  four  hundred  houfes,  and 
two  very  decent  public  buildings,  for  the  fupreme,  diftrict,  and  county  courts,  and  the 
meetings  of  the  town  police  and  its  citizens  ;  one  built  of  brick,  and  the  other  of  wood, 
by  voluntary  fubferiptions  and  donations.  They  are  erected  in  two  public  fquares,  or" 
three  hundred  feet,  fronting  each  other,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  apart  •,  into  each  cf 
thefe  fquares  run  four  principal  ftreets,  of  one  hundred  feet  wide  :  the  buildings 
being  open  below,  afford  excellent  market  places.  The  freemafon's  lodge,  lately  built 
here,  is  a  large,  handfome  edifice.  Fayetteville  is  better  fituated  for  commerce,  and 
vends  more  merchandize,  than  any  inland  town  in  the  ftate  ;  and  few  places  are- 
more  eligible  for  the  eftablifhment  of  feveral  important  manufactures.— There  are 
three  mills  at  this  pUce,  which  make  excellent  flour  j  feveral  extenfive   tan-yards  -9 
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and  one  or  two  contiderable  diftilleries  and  breweries,  jufl  ready  to  work.— -The 
produce  received  here  is,- tobacco,  flour,  wheat,  beef,  pork,  flax- feed,  fomehemp, 
cotton,  butter,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles,  the  product  of  a  rich  and  fertile  bark 
country,  lying  to  the  north  and  weft  of  this  town,  from  thirty  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles.— Add  to  this,  quantities  of  faw-mill  lumber,  ftaves,  and  lo'ne  naval 
ftores  made  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  town  has  inrreafid  fince  the  revolution  in  a 
very  rapid  manner,  but  has  experienced  fome  dreadful  checks  from  fire  ;  the  inha- 
bitants  begin  now  to  ufe  bricks  for  building,  which  are  made  here  of  a  fine  qualitv, 
and  fold  from  five  to  fix  dollars  per  thoufand.  The  country  immediately  around  the 
town  is  a  high,  fandy,  dry  foil,  and  not  fertile,  except  on  the  water  courfes,  which 
are  numerous,  and  generally  afford  as  rich  foil  as  any  in  the  ftate.  The  boats  ufed 
between  this  place  and  Wilmington,  are  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  bur- 
den to  five  hundred-,  and  perform  a  trip  from  ten  to  fifteen  days. 

Wafhington  is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Beaufort,  on  the  north  fide  of  Tar  river, 
in  latitude  35  e  30",  diftant  from  Ocracok  inlet  ninety  miles.  From  this  town  is  ex- 
ported tobacco  of  the  Petersburg  quality,  pork,  beef,  Indian  corn,  peas,  beans,  pit:h, 
tar,  turpentine,  rofin,  &c.  and  pise  boards,  fhingles  and  oak  ftaves.  A-bout  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  veffels  enter  annually  at  the  cuftom  houfein  this  ivwn. 

Greenville,  fo  called  after  major-general  Nathaniel  Greene,  is  fituated  in  Pitt 
county,  on  the  fouth  bank  of  Tar  river,  in  latitude  35  °  45",  diftant  from  Ocracok 
inlet  one  hundred  and  eleven  miles,  At  this  town  there  is  an  academy  eftablifhed, 
called  the  Pitt  academy. 

Tarborough  is  fituated  in  the  county  of  Edgecomb,  on  the  fouth  bank  of  Tar 
river,  in  latitude  35  °  45",diftant  from  Ocracok  inlet  one  hundred  and  forty  miles. 
At  this  town,  large  quantities  of  tobacco,  of  the  Petersburg  quality,  pork,  beef,  and 
Indian  corn,  are  collected  for  exportation. 

Face  of  the  country,  soil"]  North-Carolina,  in  its  whole  width,  for  fixty 
and  productions.  J    miles  from  the  fea,  is  a  oead  level.  A  great  pro- 

portion of  this  ttact  lies  in  fbreft",  and  is  barren.  On  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  how- 
ever, the  land  is  fertile  and  good.  Interfperfed  through  the  other  pars,  are  glades 
of  rich  fwamp,  and  ridges  of  oak  land,  of  a  black,  fertile  foil.  In  all  this  champagne 
country,  marine  productions  are  found  by  digging  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  below 
the  furface  of  the  ground.  The  fea  coafts,  the  founds,  inlets,  and  the  lower  part  of  the 
rivers,-  have  uniformly  a  muddy,  foft  bottom.  Sixty  or  eighty  miies  from  the  fea, 
«he  country  rifes  into  hills  and  mountains. 

Wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  fhx,  grow  well  in  the  back  hilly  country.  Indian 
corn  and  puife  of  every  kind  in  all  parts.  Cotton  and  hemp  are  alfo  confiderably  cul- 
tivated here,and  might  be  raifed  in  much  greater  plenty.  The  cotton  is  planted  yearly. 
The  ftalk  dies  with  the  froft.  The  labour  of  one  man  will  produce  one  thoufand 
pounds  in  the  feeds,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty,  fit  for  manufacturing.  The  country 
is  generally  friendly  to  the  raifing  of  (Keep,  which  yield  from  three-quarters  to  two  and 
a  half  pounds  of  wooli. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  farmer  to  mark  from  one  hundred  to  two  hun^ 
dred  calves  in  a  year.  No  farther  attention  is  paid  to  them  till  they  are  fit  for  daugh- 
ter ;  then  they  are  taken  up,  killed,  barrelled,  and  fent  to  the  weft  India  market. 
Their  pork  is' raifed  with  as  little  trouble:  large  quantities  of  which,  before  the  war, 
.  were  lent  to  New  England,  particularly  to  Bofton  and  Sa'era,  and  now  to  Virginia. 

trade.]  A  great  proportion  of  the  produce  of  the  back  country^  confiding  of 
tobacco,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  &c  is  carried  to  market  in  South- Carolina  and  Virgi- 
nia. The  fouthern  interior  counties  carry  part  of  their  produce  to  Charlefton  ,  and 
the  northern  to  Peterfburg  in  Virginia.  The  exports  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
ftate,  are  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  rofin,  Indian  corn,  boards,  fcantling',  ftaves,  mingles.. 
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furs,  tobacco,  pork,  lard,  tallow,  bees-wax,  mytle  wax,  and  a  few  other  articles, 
a-uunti'ig  in  the  year,  ending  September  30th,  1791,  fo  five  hundred  and 
twenty-four  tboufand  five  hundred  and  forty  eight  dollars.  Their  trade  is  chiefly, 
w  ith  the  Weft-Indies  an  J  the  northern  dates.  From  the  latter  they  receive  flour,  cheefe 
cyder,  apples,  potatoes,  iron  wares,  cabinet  wares,  hats,  and  dry  goods  of  all  kinds, 
imported  from  Great  Bi  itaift,  3viance,  and  Holland,  teas,  &c.  From  the  Weft-Indies 
rum,  fugar,  a;id  cr ffee. 

Climatc,  diseases,  &c  ]  In  the  flat  country,  near ths  fea  coaft,  the  inhabitants, 
during  the  fummer  and  autumn,  are  fuhjecl:  to  intermitting  fevers,  which  often  prove 
fatal,  as  bilious  or  nervous  fymptoms  prevail.  Thefe  fevers  are  feldom  immediately 
dangerous  to  the  natives  who  are  temperate,  or  to  Grangers  who  are  prudent.  They, 
however,  if  fuffercd  to  continue  for  any  length  of  lime,  bring  on  other  diforders, 
■which  greatly  impair  the  natural  vigour  of  the  mind,  debilitate  the  conftitution,  and 
terminate  in  death.  The  countenances  of  the  inhabitants  during  thefe  feafons,  have 
generally  a  pale  yeilowifh  caft,  occafioned  by  the  prevalence  of  bilious  fymptoms. 
They  have  very  little  of  the  bloom  and  frefhnefs  of  the  people  in  the  northern 
ftates  until  you  go  from  the  fea  eighty  or  one  hundred  miles  into  the  country. 

it  has  bjen  obferved,  that  more  of  the  inhabitants,  of  the  men  efpecially,  die 
during  the  winter,  by  pleurifies  and  peripneumonia,  than  during  the  warm  months 
by  bilious  complaints.  Thefe  pleurifies  are  brought  en,  fometimes,  by  intemperance, 
and  by  an  imprudent  expofure  to  the  weather.  Were  the  inhabitants  cautious  and  pru- 
dent in  thefe  refpecls,  it'is  alledged  by  their  phyfici.ms,  that  they  might,  in  general, 
ffcape  the  danger  of  thefe  fatal  difeafes.  The  ufeof  flinnel  next  to  the  fkin,  during 
the  winter,  is  reckoned  an  excellent  preventative  of  the  difeafes  incident  to  this  cli- 
mate. Thewcftern  hilly  parts  of  the  ftate  are  as  healthy  as  any  of  the  united  ftates. 
That  country  is  fertile,  full  of  fprings  and  rivulets  of  pure  water.  The  air  there  is 
ferene  a  great  part  of  the  year  •,  and  the  inhabitants  live  to  old  age,  which  cannot  fo 
generally  be  find  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fl»t  country.  Though  the  days  in  fummer  are 
extremely  hot,  the  nights  are  cool  and  refrefhing  .Au'umri  is  v:ry  pleafant,  both  in 
regard  to  the  temperature  and  ferenity  of  the  weither,  and  the  richnefs  and  variety 
of  the  vegetable  productions  which  the  feafon  affords.  The  winters  are  fo  mild  in 
fome  years,  that  autumn  may  be  faid  to  continue  till  fpring.  Wheat  harveft  is  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  and  that  of  Indian  corn  early  in  September. 

Natural  history.]  The  lirge  natural  growth  of  the  plains  in  the  low  country, 
is  almoft  univerfaily  pitch-pine,  whih  isa  tall,  hancTome  tree,  far  fu  peri  or  to  the 
pitch-pine  of  the  northern  ftates.  This  tree  may  be  called  the  ftap'e  commodity  of 
North-Carolina.  It  affords  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  and  various  kindi  of  lumber,  which, 
together  conftitute  at  leaft  one-lulf  of  the  exports  of  this  ft.ite.  This  pine  is  of  two 
kinds,  the  common  and  the  long  leaved.  The  latter  has  a  leaf  fhaped  like  other  pines, 
but  is  nearly  half  a  yard  in  length,  hanging  in  large  clutters.  No  country  produces 
finer  white  and  red  oak  for  ftaves,  The  fwamps  abound  with  cyprefs  and  bay  trees. 
The  latter  is  an  evergreen,  and  is  food  for  the  cattle  in  the  winter.  The  leaves  are 
fhaptd  like  thofe  ofche  peach-tree,  but  larger.  The  moft  common  kinds  of  timber  in 
the  back  country  are  oak,  walnut,  and  pine.  A  fpecies  of  01k,  called  blackjack, 
grows  in  the  moift,  fandy  foil  ;  it  feldora  grows  larger  than  eight  or  nine  inches  dia- 
meter. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  trees  in  the  low  country,  near  the  fea  coaft, 
are  loaded  wih  vaft  quantities  of  a  long  fpecies  of  mofs,  which,  by  abforbing  the 
noxious  vapour  that  is  exhaled  from  ftagnateJ  waters,  contributes  much,  it  is  fuppof* 
ed,to  the  heakhhefs  of  the  climate.' This  hypothesis  is  confirmed  by  experience  ; 
fince  it  is  commonly  obferved,  that  the  country  is  much  lefs  healthy  for  a  few  years^af- 
ter  having  been  cleared,  than  while  in  a  ftate  of  nature. 

Thetriisletoe  is  common  in  the  back  country,  This  is  a  fhrub  which  differs  in  kiud. 
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perhaps  from  all  others.  It  never  grows  out  of  the  earth,  but  on  the  tops  of  trees. 
The  roots(if  they  may  be  fo  called)  run  under  the  bark  of  the  tree,  and  incorporate 
}vith  the  wood.     It  is  an  evergreen,  refembling  the  garden  boxwood. 

The  principal  wildfruits  are  plumbs,  grapes,  ftrawberries  and  blackberries. 

The  grape  grows  here  fpontaneoufly  and  in  great  abundance.  Several  perfons  have 
made  from  two  to  three  hogfheads  of  wine,  out  of  the  wild  grape  in  one  feafon  •,  and 
(bme  of  it,  when  kept  a  year  or  two,  is  confidered  as  tolerable  wine. 

The  country  is  generally  covered  with  herbage  of  various  kinds,  and  a  fpecies  of 
wild  grafs.  It  abounds  with  medicinal  plants  and  roots.  Among  others  are  the  ginfengj 
Virginia  make  root  ;  Seneca  fnake  root,  an  herb  of  the  emetic  kind,  like  the  ipecac ua- 
na  •,  lyon's  heart,  which  is  a  fovereign  remedy  for  the  bite  of  a  ferpent ;  angelica  and 
farfaparilla.  A  fpecies  of  the  fenfitive  plant  is  alfo  found  here ;  it  is  a  fort  of  brier,  the 
ftalk  of  which  dies  with  the  froft,  but  the  root  lives  through  the  winter,  and  moots 
again  to  the  fpring.  The  lighted  touch  of  a  leaf,  caufes  it  to  turn  and  cling  clofe  to 
the  ftalk.  Although  itfo  eafily  takes  the  alarm,  and  apparently  fhrinks  from  danger, 
in  the  {pace  of  two  minutes  after  it  is  touched,  it  perfectly  recovers  its  former  fitua- 
tion.  Themucipula  veneris  is  alfo  found  here.  The  rich  bottoms  are  overgrown  with 
canes.  The  leaves  are  green  all  the  winter,  and  afford  an  excellent  food  for  cattle. 
They  are  qf  a  fweetifti  tafte,  like  the  ftalks  of  green  corn,  which  they  in  many  re- 
/pects  refemble.  They  frequently  grow  in  the  rich  low  grounds  of  North-  Weft  river 
twenty- five  feet  high,  and  as  thick  as  a  man's  arm  at  the  root. 

There  is  along  ridge  of  lime-ftone,  which,  extending  in  a  fouthwefterly  direction, 
pearly  croffes  the  ftate  of  North  Carolina,  being  about  forty  and  fifty  miles  from  the 
fea  coaft.  It  appears  in  large  pilesof  rocks,  for  a  number  of  miles,  on  the  upper  road 
leading  from  Newbern  fo  Wilmington,  and  affords  agreeable  amufement  to  thetnt-' 
.veller,  in  palling  over  natural  bridges  of  this  ftone,  with  curious  irregular  arches 
.through  which  brooks  and  rivulets  difcharge  their  currents,.  At  Rocky  Foint,  on  the 
e-ft  branch  of  Cape  Fear,  it  makes  nearly  a  fimilar  appearance.  A  fpecies  of  rock  has 
been  found  in  feveral  places,  of  which  lims  is  made,  which  is  obvioufly  a  concretion 
of  marine  ihells.  The  ftate  is  traverfed  nearly  i,n  the  fame  direction  by  anotherftratum 
of  rocks,  which  partes  near  Warrenf  on.  It  is  a  circumftance,  worthy  of  observation, 
that  trie  fprings  of  water  on  the  northweft  fide  of  the  ridge  are  apt  to  fail  in  dry  fea« 
fons  ;  on  the  fouthweft  fide  they  fel  dom  fail. 

Manufactures  ]  The  late  war  put  a  ftop  to  feveral  iron  works.  At  prefent.there 
are  four  or  five  furnases  in  the  ftate  that  are  in  blaft,  and  a  number  of  forges.  There 
is  a  furnace  in  Guilford  county,  one  in  Surry,  and  one  in  Wilkes,  all  on  the  Yadkin—* 
one  in  Lincoln,  one  on  Snow  creek,  in  Stokes,  and  one  on  deep  river,  Chatham 
county.     The  quality  of  the  iron  is  excellent. 

A  pape/  mill  has  lately  been  erected  at  Salem,  by  the  Moravians^  and  is  worked  to 
great  ad  van-cage. 

Religion.]  The  weftern  parts  of  this  ftate,  and  a  great  part  of  the  diftrict  of 
Fayettevide,  which  have  been  fettled  within  the  Iaft  forty  yeats,  are  chiefly  inhabited 
by  presbyterians  from  Pennfylvania,  the  descendants  of  peaple  from  the  north  of  Ire. 
land,  and  Emigrants  from  North  Britain  j  they  are  exceedingly  attached  to  the  doc- 
trines, difcipline,  and  ufiges  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  They  are  a  regular,  induf- 
trious  people.  Almoft  all  the  inhabitants  between  the  Catawba  and  Yadkin  rivers.are 
of  this  denomination  •,  and  ther  are,  in  general,  well  fupplied  with  a  fenfible  and  learn- 
ed mihiftry.  There  are  interfperfed  fome  fettleraents  of  Germans,  both  Lutherans 
and  Calvinifts,  but  they  have  very  few  roinifters. 

The  Moravians  have  feveral  flourilhing  fettle  meats  in  this  ftate.  In  1751,  they  pur- 
chafed  of  lord  Granville  one  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land,  between  Dan  and  Y^d-' 
jfcin  rivers,  about  ten  miles  fouth  of  "Pilot  mountain,  in  Surry  county,  and  called  jc 
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Wachovia  after  an  eftatc  of  count  Zinzendorf,  in  Auftria.  In  1755,  this  tracl,  by  am 
aft  of  afl»mbly,  was  made  afeparace  panto,  by  the  name  of  Dobb's  parito,  The  firftY 
fettlament,  called  Bethabara,  was  begun  in  i753>  by  a  number  of  the  brethren 
from  Penfylvania,  in  a  very  wild,  uninhabited  country,  which,  from  that  time,  be- 
gan to  be  rapidly  fettled  by  farmers  from  the  middle  ftates. 

In  1 7  co  Bethany,  a  regular  village,  was  laid  out  and  fettled.  In  1766, Sal  em,  which 
is  now  the  principal  fettlement,  and  nearly  in  the  centre  of  Wachovia,  was  fettled  by 
a  collection  ot  tradefmen  The'fame  conftitution  and  reguh'tions  are  eftabhfhed  here, 
as  in  other  regular  Settlements  of  the  united  brethren.  Btfides,  there  ate  in  Wacho- 
via three  churches,  one  in  Friedland,one  in  Friedburgh,  and  another  in  Hope,  each  of 
which  has  a  minifter  of  the  brethren's  church.  Thefe  p<  ople,  by  their  induftry  and 
attention  to  various  branches  of  manufacture,    are  very  ufeful   to  the  country  around 

them.  ■  ij, .  •     ,-.   -,e 

The  friends  or  quakers  have  a  fettlement  in  New  Garden,  in  Guilford  county,  and 
feveral  congregations  at  Perquimans  and  Pafquotank.  The  methodifts  and  baptifts  are 
numerous  and  increasing.  ....  «„        t- > 

It  has  been  publi(htd,that  "  the  inhabitants  of  Wilmington,  Newbern,Edentonand 
Halifax  diftricts,  feem  now  to  be  making  the  experiment,  whether  Christianity  can  long 
exift  in  a  country,  where  there  is  no  viilble  church."  This  is  an  egregious  error.  For, 
from  the  bfft  information,  it  appears,  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  neighbourhood, in  thofe 
diftrifts,  without  a  church,  a  meeting  houfe,  or  other  place  of  public  wortoip,  and 
many  of  them  attended  by  preachers  as  refpe^rable  as  any  on  the  continent.' 

Colleges  and  academies.]  The  general  alTembly  of  North  Carolina,  in  Decern^ 
ber  i7i9,pafTed  a  law  incorpoiating  forty  gentlemen,  five  from  each  diftrict,  as  truf- 
ttes  of  the  university  of  North-Carolina.  To  this  university  they  gave,  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  law,  all  the  debts  due  to  the  ftate,  from  the  fheriffs  or  other  holders  of  public 
money,  and  which  had  been  due  before  the  year  1783.  They  alfo  gave  it  all  efcheated 
property  within  the  ftate.  A  considerable  quantity  of  land  has  already  been  given  to 
the  univerfity.  The  general  alTembly,  in  December,  1 79  J,  loaned  five  thoufand  pounds' 
to  the  truftees,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  immediately  with  their  buildings.  The  truf- 
tees  have  fixed  on  Chapel-hill,  in  Orange  county,  for  the  fite  of  the  univerfity,  a  very 
elevated  and  elegant  fituation.  The  buildings  are  nearly  complete,  and  the  education1 
of  ftudents  commences  in  January,  1795*  under  the  tuition  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Kerr. 

There  is  a,  very  good  academy,  at  Warrenton,  one  at  Newbern,  and  another  at' 
WilliamsboroU^h  in  Granville,  and  there  are  four  more,  in  other  parts  of  the  ftate,  of' 
confiderable  note. 

Population,  character, ~)  From  the  marfhalrs  return  it  appears,  that  the  nurrfr 
manners,  and  customs.  J  ber  of  inhabitants',  in  the  year  1791,  was  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety  three  thoufand,  (tvtn  hundred  and  fifty-one,  of  whom  two  hundred^ 
and  ninety  three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy  nine  were  citizens.  Perhaps' 
there  are  few  inftances  of  fuch  a  rapid  increafe  of  inhabitants  as  we  find  in  this  ftate.' 
Inthe  year  1710,  we  are  well  allured  that  the  number  of  inhabitants*  in  North  Caro-- 
lina  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufand.  This  extraordinary  increafe  muftarife,  in  a  great" 
meafure,  from  the  migration  of  inhabitants- from  other  ftates,  or  from dift ant  coun- 
tries ;  but  this  will  not  fully  account  for  the  prefent  ftate  of  population  of  North- 
Carolina.  By  examining  the  return,  we  find  there  are  one  hundred  and  forty  ftven. 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  white  male  inhabitants  ;  we  alfo  find  that  the- 
number  of  males  under  fixteen  years,  exceeds  the  number  above  fixteen  by  feven 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighteen,  which  is  about  one  nineteenth  of  the  whole.  This 
is  a  very  remarkable  facT,  as  it  refpects  the  increafe  of  the  human  fpecies.  We  find  a 
fmall  difference  in  the  ftates  of  Delaware,  Virginia  and  Georgia,  in  favour  of  thofe 
under  fixteen.    The  difference  in  Kentucky  i3  fimilar  to  that  of  North- Carolina.     In 
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(he  other  ftares,  the  number  above  fixteen  is  greateft,  and  in  feveral  kiogdoms.  in  Eu- 
rope, as  far  as  our  information  reaches,  the  inhabitants  above  fixteen  are  univeifillv 
much  more  numerous  than  thofe  under  chat  age.  The  great  difference  that  appears  in 
North-Carolina  in  favour  of  children,  cannot  be  explained  by  fuppofing  that  the 
climate  is  fickly  •,  for  we  know  that  fuch  climates  are  equally  fata!  to  young  and  old. 
The  idea,  foo,  of  fickly  climate,  does  not  accord  with  the  prodigious  increafe  of  in- 
habitants  in  this  ftate,  nor  with  another  fact,  viz.  that  there  is  a  confiderable  propor- 
tion of  very  old  inhabitants  in  the  ftate.  To  explain  this,  we  nralt  obferve,  that  the 
human  fpecies,  and  all  other  animals,  are  found,  to  increafe  in  proportion  to  the  com- 
forts of  life,  and  the  eafe  with  which  they  can  fupport  their  progeny.  Remove  the 
rigours  of  an  inhofpit.ible  climate,  and  the  more  uniform  diffualive  to  matrimony,  the 
apprehended  dfficulty  of  fupporting  a  familv,  and  the  human  fpecies  would  doub;e, 
notin  twenty,  but  in  fifteen  years.  In  North  Carolina,  neither  the  cold  of  winter, 
nor  heat  of  fu miner,  are  in  the  back  country,  at  all  difagreeable  ;  land  continues  to 
be  plenty  and  cheaper  than  in  any  other  of  the  Atlantic  Rates  ;  grain  is  raifed  with  fo 
much  eafe,  and  the  trouble  af  providing  for  cattle  in  winter  is  fo  'trifling,  that  a  man 
fupportg  his  family  with  half  the  labour  that  is  required  in  cold  clima'c?.  Under 
thefe  advantage?,  we  are  not  to  wonder,  that  people  in  a'l  ranks  of  life  mould  marry 
very  young.  We  have  heard  of  grandmothers  in  that  .ftate  who  were  not  more  than 
twenty- feven  years  old. 

The  North  Carolinians  are  moftly  planters,  and  live  from  ba  fa  mile  to  three  and 
four  miles  from  each  other,  en  their  plantations.   They  have  a  plentiful    country  and 

'  a  natural  fondnefs  for  foctety,  which  induce  them  t:>  be  hofpitable  to  travellers.  And 
this  hofpitaiity  is  the  principal  l'eafbn  of  there  being  few  good  inns  on  the  travelling 
roads. 

Since  the  peace  there  has  not  been  greater  prcgrefs  in  (hearts  of  civilized  life,  made 
in  any  of  the  fiates,  than  in  North-Carolina.  I::ftead  of.diffipation  and  indolence,  for- 
merly too  prevalent  among  the  inhabitants,  we  generally  find  an  orderly,  induftriotis 
peDple,  who  are,  in  feme  rrjeafure,  indebted  for  this  reform  to  the  great  immigration  of 
farmers  and  artlzans  from  Europe  and  the  northern  fiates,  who  have  rouzed  the 
fpirit  of   induftry   among  them,     in   a  country   where    it    may    be    cultivated  and 

'  cherifned  to  anv  degree.  The  fchools  that  have  lately  been  erected  in  different  parts 
of  the  ftate,  have  greatly  contiibuted  to  the  advancement  of  knowledge,,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  people.  Many  r.a'ive  young  gentlemen,  firft  initialed  in  literature 
in  fome  thefe  fchools,' and  finifhing  their  education  in  Europe,  or  in  fame  of  the 
northern  colleges,  have  exhibited  proofs  of  gemus  in  the  tear." ei  profefiiens  equal 
to  moft  cf  their  northern  brethren.      Some   of  thefe  characters   are  diitinguifhe.1   in 

.theJegifiiture,  on  the  bench,  at  the  bar,  and  in  the  pulpit,  doing  honour  to  this 
country. 

North  Carolina,  as  already  obferved,  has  had  a  rapid  growth.  In  the  year  i/io,  it 
contained  but  about  one  thoufind  two  hundred  fencible  men.  Itisnow,  in  point  of 
numbers,  the  fourth  ftatein  the  union.  Duiing  this  amazing  progrefs  in  population, 
which  has  been  greatly  aided  bv  immigrations  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  and  other 
ftates,  while  each  has  been  endeavouring  to  increafe  his  fortune,  the  hurrnn  mind, 
like  an  unweeded  garden,  has  been  fuffered  to  fnoot  up  in  wild  diforder.  But  when 
we  confider,  that,  during  the  late  revolution,  this  ftate  produced  many  diftinguifhed 
patriots  and  politicians,  tnat  fhe  fent  her  thoufands  to  the  defence  of  Georgia  and 
South- Carolina,  gavc'occafional  fucccurs  to  Virginia — when  we  may  confider,  too,  the 
difficulties  fhe  has  had  to  encounter  from  a  mixture  of  inhabitants,  collected  from  dif- 
ferent parts,  ftrangers  to  each  othr,  and  intent  upon  gain,  we  (hail  find  many  things 
worthy  of  praife  in  her  general  character. 

Constitution]     By  the  ccrrftitution  of  this  ftate,  which  was  ratified  in  Decern-: 
Vol.  II.     ■  6  R 
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ber,  1775,  nil  legiflative  authority  is  veiled  in  two  diftmct  branches,  both  dependent 
on  the  people,  viz.  a  fena.e  and  houfe  or"  commons,  which,  when  convened  for  bufi- 
nefc,  are  ftyled  the  general  affembly. 

The  fenate  is  compofed  of  representatives,  one  from  each  county,  cholen  annually 
by  ballot,  by  the  freeholders. 

The  houfe  of  commons  confiits  of  representatives  chefen  by  every  freeman  having 
a  year's  rt-fidence  in  the  county,  two  for  each  county,  aud  one  for  each  of  the  towns 
ofFder.tcn,  Newbern,  Wilmington,  Salisbury,  Hillsborough,  Habfuxand  Fayette- 
vjlle. 

The  qualifications'  for  a  Senator,  are,  one  year's  refidence  immediately  preceding 
his  election,  in  the  county  i.:  which  he  is  choSen,  and  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
fee. 

A  member  cf  the  houfi:  of  commons  mufr  have  uSually  refided  in  the  county  in 
which  he  is  elected,  one  year  immediately  preceding  his  election  •,  and,  for  fix  months, 
Shall  have  poflefi'ed,  r.nd  continue  to  poffefs,  in  the  county  which  he  reprcfents,  not 
lefs  than  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  fee,    or  for  the  term  of  his  own  life. 

The  Senate  and  houfe  of  commons,  when  convened,  choofe  each  their  own  fpeak- 
er,  and  are  judges  of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of  thejr  members.  They  jointly, 
by  ballet,  at  their  firft  meeting,  afcer  each  annual  election,  choofe  a  govornor  for  one 
year,  who  is  not  eligible  to  that  office  longer  than  three,  infix  fucceflive  yca-s  ; 
and  who  muft  poffefs  a  freehold  of  more  than  one  thoufand  pounds,  and  have  been  an 
inhabitant  of  the  {late  above  five  years.  They  in  the  fame  manner,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  elect  Several  perfons  to  be  a  council  offtite  for  one  year,  toadvife  the  governor, 
in  the  execution  of  his  office.  They  appoint  a  treafurer  or  tre.ifurers  for  the  fiate. 
They  trienr.ialjy  choofe  a  fta'e  Secretary.  They  jointly  appoint  judges  of  the  fupreme 
courts  of  law  and  equity,  judges  of  admiralty,  and  the  attorney  general,  who  are 
commilfioned  by  the  governor*,  and  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour.  They 
prepare  bilk,  which  muff,  be  read  three  times  in  each  houfe,  and  figncd  by  the  fpeak- 
cr  of  both  houfes,  before  they  pafs  into  laws. 

Judges  of  the  fupreme  court — members  of  the  council— judges  of  admiralty—. trea- 
sures s-— Secretaries—  attorney-generals  for  the  ftate — clerks  of  record — clergymen— - 
perfens  denying  the  beinw  of  a  God,  the  truth  of  the  prcreftant  religion,  or  the  divine 
authority  of  the  old  and  new  teftamenr— - receivers  of  public  monies,  whofe  accounts 
are  unsettled— military  officers  in  actual  Service,  are  ail  ineligible  to  a  feat  either  in  the 
fenate  or  houfe  of  commons— -juftices  of  the  peace,  being  recommended  by  the  repre- 
sentatives, are  commiflioned  by  the  governor,  and  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
haviour. The  constitution  allows  of  no  religious  eftabliihment :  the  legislature  are 
authorized  to  regulate  entails  fp  as  to  prevent  perpetuities.  A  majority  of  both 
houfes  is  necefTiry  to  do  bufmefs. 

History.]  That  ejetenfive,  plain  country,  which  Stretches  from  the  36th  degree  of 
nothern  latitude  to  Cape  Florida,  was  the  fir  ft  theatre  en  which  the  three  great  na- 
val powers  of  Europe,  England,  France,  and  Spain,  contended  for  American  Sove- 
reignty. Their  pretenfions  and  difputes  arofe  from  the  difcoveries  cf  Columbus,  of 
Cabot,  and  ofVarazzan,  all  Italians. 

It  was  not  till  1652,  that  the  Settlement  of  this  country  was  attempted,  by  admiral 
Chattelon  (others  fay  Coligny)  who,  in  order  at  once  to  promote  the  interefts  of  his 
country,  and  to  furnifh  an  afylum  for  the  French  proteftants,  fent  a  colony,  under  the 
conduit  of  Ribaud,  who  built  fort  Charles  on  the  river  Edifto.  A  larger  emigration 
of  the  fame  feet  was  conducted  thither,  in  156+,  by  Landoniere,  who  fettled  on  the 
river  May,  called  afterwards,  by  the  Spaniards,  St.  Matheo.  The  year  following, 
this  colony  was  raoft  cruelly  maffacred  by  the  Spaniards,  under  the  command  of  Me* 
randez. 
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In  the  year  1584,  two  patents  were  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth,  one  to  Adrian 
Gilbert,  (Feb;  6)  the  other  to  fir  Walter  Raleigh,  (March  25)  for  lands  "  notpoflef- 
fed  by  any  chriftian  prince5*."  Two  (hips,  under  the  command  of"  Amidas  and  Bar- 
low, with  one  hundred  and  feven  pafiengers,  fitted  out  by  Raleigh,  were  Tent  to  Ame- 
"rica  ;  and,  in  June,  15^5,  anchored  in  a  harbour  feven  leagues  weft  of  Roanoke 
river-f-.  On  the  13th  of  July,  they  took  formal  poilefilon  of  the  country  •,  and,  in  ho- 
nour of  their  virgin  queen,  Elizabeth,  called  it  Virginia.  Till  this  ptricd,  the  coun- 
try had  been  known  by  the  general  name  of  Florida. 

In  1586,  Raleigh  lent  feven  (hips  to  America,  under  the  direction  of  fir  Richard 
Granville.  He  landed  at  Roanoke,  where  he  left  a  colony  of  more  than  one  hundred 
people,  under  the  direction  of  captain  Ralph  Lane,  a  mm  of  prudence  and  fpirit. 
During  the  year  that  the  emigrants  remained,  they  difcovered  the  rivers  to  be  mal- 
low, and  the  country  to  be  inhabited  by  men,  who  "  lived  by  fifhing  and  hunting,  till 
harveft,"  who  were  very  powerful,  becaufe,  though  badly  armed,  they  were  numerous 
and  brave. 

But  the  colonics  feem  rot  to  have  been  provided  with  what  was  necefi'ary  to 
maintain  themfelves  long  in  the  wildernefs  ;  for  they  endured  extreme  hardships,  and 
muft  have  perifhed,  had  they  not  been  vifited  by  fir  Francis  Drake,  on  his  return 
from  the  deftruction  of  St.  Auguftin,  who  carried  them  to  England.  The  pious 
among  them  remarked,  that  the  misfortunes  which  they  had  encountered,  were  judg- 
ments for  the  outrages  offered  to  the  natives,  who  merited  attenrion  becaufe  the/  were 
entitled  to  the  rights  of  men. 

A  fortnight  after  the  embarkation  of  this  colony,  Granville  arrived  with  new  re- 
cruits •,  and,  although  he  did  not  find  the  colony  which  he  had  before  left,  and 
knew  not  but  they  had  penfhed,  he  had  the  rafhnefs  to  leave  fifty  men  at  the  fame 
place. 

The  year  following,  Raleigh  fent  another  company  to  Virginia,  unler  governor 
White,  v/ith  a  charter  and  twelve  aflitbants.  Be  arrived  at  Roanoke,  in  July,  but 
found  not  an  individual  of  the  lift  colony  remaining.  He  determined,  however,  to 
rifle  another  colony.  Accordingly,  he  left  one  hundred  and  fifteen  people  at  the  old 
fettlement,   and  returned  to  England.  ' 

In  1590,  governor  White  returned  to  Virginia,  with  fupplies  and  recruitsfor  his 
colony  •,  but,  to  his  great  grief,  not  a  man  was  to  be  found.  They  had  all  miferably 
famiftied  with  hunger,  or  were  maffacred  by  the  Indians. 

Thus  ended  the  exertions  of  fir  Walter  Raleigh  for  colonizing  Virginia,  which 
.proved  unfticcefsful,  becaufe  the  enterprife  had  been  undertaken  without  fufficient  in- 
formation, and  becaafe  the  propel  was  new,  and  the  means  employed  were  not  equal 
to  the  end.  His  name  has  been  juftly  celebrated,  becaufe  his  talents  and  adventures  ad- 
ded renown  to  the  Englifh  nation.  And  his  fate  was  pitied,  becaufe  it  was  fevere  and 
undeferved. 

No  farther  projects  were  formed  for  planting  that  part  of  Virginia  which  ftretches 
fouthward  from  the  36th  degree  of  northern  latitude  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  Nor  were  the  projects  then  formed,  by  fir  Robert  Keith,  the  attorney- 
general,  in  1630,  carried  into  effect. 

About  the  epoch  of  the  reftoration,  a  few  adventurers  emigrated  from  Maffachu- 
fetts,  and  fettled  round  Cape  Fear.  As, neither  the  climate  nor  the  lands  where  they 
fettled  were  equal  in  goodnefs  to  thofe  they  had  left,  as  the  waters  offered  not  the 
fame  advantages  of  filhery,  as  they  yet  enjoyed  none  of  the  benefits  of  neighbour- 
hood, thefe  men,  for  fome  years,  experienced  the  complicated  miferies  of  want.  They 

i*  Hazard's  Historical  Colleaions,  vol.  i.  p  28  and  33. 
f  This  colony  returned  te  England  the  following  ytar. 
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folicited  the  aid  of  their  country  men  :  and  the  general  court,  with  an  attention  and 
.humanity  which  does  them  the  greateft  honour,  ordered  an  ur.iverfal  contribution  for 
their  relief*. 

The  country  which  had  been  denominated  Florida,  by  the  French,  and  by  the 
Englifn,  Virginia,  lying  in  the  :6th  degree  N.  latitude,  was,  on  the  24th  of  March, 
166?,  erected  into  aprovirce,  by  'he  name  of  Carolina,  after  Charles  II.  of  England, 
ard  conferred  on  lord  Clarendon,  duke  of  Albemarle,  lord  Craven,  lord  Berkley,  lord 
Afhley,  fir  George  Carteret,  fir  Ji  hn  Colleton,  fir  William  Berkley,  as  abfolute  pro-, 
prit tores  forever,    faving  the  fovereign  allegiar  ce  due  to  the  crown. 

Animated  by  this  attention,  thefe  noblemen  held  their  firft  meeting  in  May  1663, 
in  order  to  agree  on  mtafures  for  executing  the  ih:ef)  urpufe  of  their  patent.  They 
formed  ajointftccK.  bv  general  contribution,  for  the  tranfportation  of  coloniSis,  and 
/or  the  payment  of  other  expenSes.  And,  what  v,a^  of  more  real  importance,  becaufe 
it  more  effectually  promoted  their  views,  they  published  "  propofals,  to  all  that 
would  plant  in  Carolina*"  at  the  defire  of  "the  New  England  people''  before  men- 
tioned. Thefe  propclal.;  were  advantageous  to  thofe  who  fhould  comply  with  them. 
They  offered  them,  among  ether  privileges,  a  per  feci  freedom  in  r?!igion,  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  for  every  freeman,  and  fifty  for  every  fervant,  for  five  years,  pay* 
ing  only  one  half  penny  an  acre,  with  the  fcme  freedom  from  cuftcms,  which  had 
been  ccrferred  by  the  royal  charter. 

Previous  to  the  granting  of  the  Carolinian  patent,  in  166?,  a  fmall  plantation  had 
for  feme  years,  been  eftablHhed,  within  its  boundaries,  on  the  ncrtheaft  Shore  of  the 
river  Chowan  which  was  now  called  Albemarle,  in  compliment  to  the  celebrated  ge- 
neral Mcnk.  Sir  William  Berkley,  one  of  the  proprietaries  and  governor  of  Virginia, 
was  appointed  geneial  fuperinte-:dant  of  the  affairs  of  the  county  of  Albemar'e. 

In  September,  1665,  he  was  empowered,  by  the  proprietaries,  to  nominate  a  go- 
vernor and  council  of  Six,  who  were  authorized  to  rule  th.it  litrJe  community  ac- 
cording to  the  powers  granted  by  the  royal  charter  -y  to  confirm  former  pofiefficn?, 
and  to  grant  lands  to  every  one,  allowing  ihem  three  years  to  pay  the  quit  rents  ;  to 
make  tews  v.  ith  the  confent  cf  the  delegates  cf  the  freemen,  for  the  general  good, 
transmitting  them  for  the  approbation  cf  the  proprietaries.  He  wis  requefted  to  vi/lt 
the  colony  in  perfon,  and  to  employ  fkilful  perfons  to  explore  its  bay,  its  rivers,  and 
Shores,   which  were  then  unknown. 

Frcm  thefe  notices,  we  Kiay  judge  of  the  then  condition  of  this  moft  ancient  Set- 
tlement of  North-Carolina,  with  regard  to  the  freedom  cf  its  ccnSHtution,  and  the- 
mode  of  acquiring  property.  Governor  Berkley  appears  to  have  difcharged  the  tiuft 
repejfed  in  him,  during  ther.ext  year,  with  great  fidelity,  Heconfirmed  and  granted 
lards  to  every  cr.e  on  the  conditions  before  mentioned.  He  appointed  Drummond,  a 
man  of  Sufficient  prudence  and  abilities,  the  firft  governor,  with  other  officers  •,  and 
departed,  leaving  the  whole  to  foliow  their  various  purfuitsin  pecce.  The  colcny»re- 
mained,  for  feme  time,  tranquil.  Governing  thcmfelves,  they  felt  "0  apprehenfion.. 
But  as  |he  time  approached  when  the  payment  of  quit-rents  was  to  commence,  ihey 
became  diSfatiffied  with  the  tenures  by  which  they  held  their  lands.  And  the  afJembly 
of  1666,  (being  the  firft,  probably,  of  which  any  memorial  now  remains)  trar.fmit- 
ted  a  petition  to  the  proprietaries,  praying  that  the  people  of  Aibermarle  might  hold 
their  pcffeSfions  en  the  fame  terms  as  the  Virginians  enjoyed  theirs.  The  proprietaries 
readily  agreed  to  their  reafonable  requeft,  commanding  the  governor  to  grant  the  lands 
in  future  on  the  terms  prefcribed  by  themfelves. 

A  Seccnd  chatter  was  granted  in  June,  1665,  to  the  fame  proprietaries.  It  recited 
the  former  and  confirmed  it.     It  granted  to  the  fame  patentees,  that  trad  of  country 

*  Hutchinfon's  Hiflory  of  MilTachu felts,  vol.  r.  p.  az6. 
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lying  within  the  king's  dominions,  in  America,  extending  north  and  eaft  to  Caratukc 
(or  Curratuck)  inlet,  thence,  in  a  ftraight  line  to  Wyonoke,  which  lies  under  36  3 
30'  north  latitude  ;  fouthward  to  the  29th  degree,  and  from  the  ocean  to  the  South 
Seas.  It  conferred  on  them  all  the  rights,  jo rilaictions,  and  royalties  which  the  bifhop 
of  Durham  ever  poiTefTed. 

Encouraged  by  this  frefh  inftance  of  the  royal  favour,  the  proprietaries  exerted 
themfelves  for  feveral  years  to  procure  adventurers  from  Scotland,  Ireland,  the  Weit- 
Indies,  and  the  northern  colonies,  but  with  little  fuccefs. — Carolina  increafed  flowly 
in  population^  and  in  power. 

The  emigrants  from  Barbadoes,  conducted  by  fir  John  Yeamans,  at  length  landed, 
in  the  autumn  of  1665,  on  the  fouthern  bank  of  Cape  Fear  river.  This  man  go- 
verned this  little  colony,  agreeably  to  his  inftructions,  and  with  excellent  policy. — 
He  at  the  fame  time  cultivated  the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  which  fecured 
Carolina  a  Seven-years'  peace.  While  the  planters  opened  the  foreits,  to  prepare 
the  earth  tor  tillage,  they  naturally  took  care  to  prepare  timber  for  the  ufes  of  the 
cooper  and  the  builder,  which  they  tranfmitud  to  the  ifland  from  which  they  mi- 
grated, as  the  firft  effay  towards  commerce,  which  kindied  the  fpark  of  induitry, 
and  foon  gave  a  fpring  to  the  fettlement. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  inhabitants  of  Albemarle  purfued  their  original  employ- 
ments in  peace.— '■Like  their  neighbours,  the  Virginians,  they  cultivated  tobacco  and 
Indian  corn,  which  enabled  them  to  carry  on  an  inconsiderable  traffic  with  the  New- 
Englanders,  who  feem  alone,  at  this  period,  to  have  frequented  their  ihallow  rivers, 
and  to  have  fupplied  their  little  wants. 

In  October,  i66y,  Samuel  Stevens  was  appointed  governor  of  Albemarle,  in  the 
room  of  Drummond.  And  now  was  given  an  excellent  constitution  of  government 
to  this  colony  ;  which,  had  it  been  duly  Supported,  mull  have  made  them  happy.-  - 
He  was  commanded  to  act  by  the  advice  of  a  council  of  twelve  ;  the  one-half  of  whom 
he  was  empowered  to  appoint ;  the  other  lix  were  to  be  cholen  by  the  afiembly. 
The  affembly  was  compofed  of  the  governor,  council,  and  twelve  delegates,  annu- 
ally chofen  by  the  freeholders.  Perfect  freedom  of  religion  was  offered  to  all  the  in- 
habitants. 

In  1669,  the  legislature  being  of  the  opinion,  that  Sufficient  encouragement  had  not 
yet  been  given  to  the  people  of  Albemarle ;  they  enacted,  that  none  Should  be  iued 
during  five  years,  for  any  caufe  of  action  ariSing  out  of  the  country  ;  and  that  none 
fhould  accept  a  power  of  attorney,  to  receive  debts  contracted  abroad.  In  confequence 
of  this  law,  the  'colony  was  long  considered  as  the  refuge  of  the  criminal,  and  the 
afylum  of  the  fugitive  debtor.  But  a  more  natural  mode  of  promoting  population 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  eltabliShed,  by  "  an  act  concerning  marriage." — this  act  de- 
clared, that,  as  people  might  with  to  marry,  and  there  being  yet  no  ministers,  in  order 
that  none  might  be  hindered  from  io  neceSTary  a  work,  for  the  prefervation  of  man- 
kind, any  man  and  woman,  carrying  before  the  governor  and  council,  a  few  of  their 
neighbours,  and  declaring  their  mutual  alien  t,  Should  be  deemed  man  and  wife.  Other 
regulations  and  laws  were  at  the  fame  time  enacted.  New-comers  were  exempted 
from  taxes  for  one  year.  Engroffing  was  prohibited.  The  peace  of  the  country  was 
fecured,  by  prohibiting  Strangers  from  trading  with  the  Indians.  Every  one  was  re- 
ftrained  from  "  transferring  his  lands  for  two  years."  A  dut  y  of  thirty  pounds  of 
tobacco,  on  every  law-fuit,  was  impofed,  for  paying  the  expcnies  of  the  governor 
and  council,  during  the  fitting  of  the  ailemblies,  "  as  no  courie  had  yet  been  taken 
for  defraying  their  charges." 

Theie  laws,  which  demonstrate  the  weaknefs,  and  illuftrate  the  early  policy  of  that 
inconsiderable  fettlement,  were  ratified  by  the  proprietaries  in  January.  1670,  As  it 
received  little  augmentation  to  its  numbers  from  abroad,  the  colonifts  increased  but 
Vol.  II.  6  S   • 


525  NORTH-CAROLINA. 

flowly,  and  they  only  began  to  plant  the  banks  of  Albemarle  river  ;  which  fhows  that 
the  extent  of  its  frontier  was  proportionate  to  the  poverty  of  its  inhabitants.  Leav- 
ing Albemarle  to  its  own  exertions,  the  proprietaries  turned  their  whole  attention, 
about  this  time,  to  the  fettlements  in  tho  fouthern  parts  of  the  province. 

The  command  of  fir  John  Yeamans,  who  had  hitherto  governed  the  plantation 
round  Cape  Fear,  with  a  prudence  and  propriety  which  precluded  complaint,  wai 
extended,  in  Auguft  1671,  over  that  which  lay  iouthward  of  Cape  Carteret,  and  the 
authority  given  him  was  the  fame  as  that  of  his  predeceffor.  This  promotion,  as  too 
frequently1  happens  in  fuch  cafes,  was  the  occafion  of  a  change  in  the  whole  conduct 
of  Yeamans.  Inftead  of  dedicating  his  chief  attention  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
the  people,  he  acted  as  the  only  trader  of  that  little  community,  "  buying  of  the  . 
poor  planters  their  provifions  at  low  prices,  and  fhipping  them  off  to  Barbadoes." 
His  improper  management  was  iuppofed  to  have  reduced  the  colony  to  "  no  higher 
pitch  than  to  be  fiibfervient  tp  that  ifland  in  provifions  and  timber."  And  his  com- 
million  was  revoked  in  May,  1674. 

The  fame  year,  Albemarle  was  deprived  of  a  governor,  by  the  death  of  Stevens. 

Agreeably  to  prudent  provifion  for  that  purpofe,  the  aflembly  chofe  Cartwright  in 
his  room,  "  till  orders  fhould  come  from  England."  Yet,  difgufted  probably  with 
the  diffractions  and  changes  which  had  lately  torn  the  colony  in  pieces,  and  reflecting 
that  the  fituation  of  chief  magistrate,  in  fuch  a  colony,  was  not  one  in  which  he  could 
acquire  either  much  profit  or  reputation,  he  returned  to  England  early  in  the  year 
1676,  leaving  "  the  adminiltration  in  ill  order  and  worfe  hands."    " 

When  the  proprietaries  reflected  how  much  their  former  initructions  had  been  ne- 
glected, and  their  deh'gns  oppoied,  by  thofe  who  had  been  entruited  with  the  execu- 
tion of  both,  they  reiolved  to  appoint  fuch  a  governor  as  fhould  carry  into  effect:  their 
purpofes.  Accordingly,  in  Nov.  1676,  they  appointed  Eaftchurch,  whole  addrefs  and 
abilities  had  railed  him  to  the  dignity  of  fpeaker  of  the  aflembly,  and  who  had  lately 
arrived  in  England,  to  represent  the  ftate  of  the  colony.  -His  initructions  were  framed 
fo  as  to  remedy  the  late,  and  prevent  future  diforders.  Miller,  a  man  of  fome  confi- 
deration,  was,  at  the  fame  time,  appointed  fecretary,  and  the  lirlt  collector  of  the  par- 
liamentary revenue,  in  that  colony.  They  left  England  early  the  following  year,  with 
a  view  to  take  upon  them  their  reipective  otlices.  But  Eaftchurch,  being  detained  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  by  an  agreeable  engagement,  thought  it  prudent  to  detach  Miller  to 
govern  the  colony,  aspreiident,  till  his  arrival.  As  chief  magistrate  and  collector  of  the 
royal  cuftoms,  he  was  received,  July,  1667.  He  found  the  colony  to  conlift  of  a  few 
inconfiderable  plantations,  difperfed  over  the  north-eaftern  bank  of  the  Albemarle, 
and  divided  into  four  diftricts.  The  colonics  were  far  from  numerous  ;  as  the  tithe- 
ables,  confifting  of  all  the  working  hands,  from  fixteen  to  fixty  years  of  age,  one- 
third  of  which  was  compofed  of  women,  Indians,  and  negroes,  amounted  only  to 
fourteen  hundred.  And,  exclufive  of  the  cattle  and  Indian  corn,  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  of  tobacco  were  the  annual  productions  of  their  labour.  Thefe  formed 
the  bafis  of  an  inconfiderable  commerce,  which  was  carried  on  by  the  people  of  New- 
England,  who  furnifhed  thfm  with  neceffaries,  fent  their  commodities  all  over  Eu- 
rope, and,  in  a  great  meafure,  governed  the  colony,  and  directed  the  purfuits  of  the 
planters  to  their  own  advantage. 

From  July  to  December,  1677,  Miller  collected  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  thoufand  and  fixty-eight  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  one  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  pounds,  eight  fhillings,  and  one  penny  fterling  ;  being  the  parliamen- 
tary duty  of  one  penny  a  pound  on  tobacco  exported  to  other  colonies.  As  almoft  the 
whole  was  fent  to  New-England,  whence  it  was  carried  all  over  Europe,  the  annual 
parliaments^ revenue,  arifing  in  that  little  colony,  amounted,  though  badly  collec- 
ted, to  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
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The  offices  which  Mailer  had  to  perform,  as  prefident  and  collector,  in  the  then 
deranged  ftate  of  the  colony, -had  a  natural  tendency  to  render  him  unpopular. 
He,  befides,  "  did  many  extravagant  things,"  whereby  he  loft  the  affections  of 
the  people.  An  infurredion  broke  out  in  1677.  The  infurgents  were  chiefly  con- 
dueled  by  one  Culpepper,  an  experienced  leader  in  fuch  enterprifes.  As  there  was  no 

power  to  refill  them,  they  acquired  undifputed  poffeffion  of  the  country imprifon- 

ed  the  prefident,  the  chief  object,  of  their  indignation,  and  the  proprietary  deputies 

feized  the  royal  revenue,  amounting  to  three  thoufand  pounds,  which  they  appropria- 
ted for  fupporting  the  revolt — eftablifhed  courts  of  juftice — appointed  officers cal- 
led a  parliament — and  exercifed  all  the  powers  of  an  independent  ftate.  To  juftify 
thefe  proceedings,  the  inhabitants  of  Pafquotank  addreffed  a  remonftrance  to  the  reft 
of  the  people  of  Albemarle,  in  order  to  induce  the  planters  of  the  three  other  dif- 
tricts  to  favour  their  views,  and  to  lend  them  their  aid.  It  complained  of  the  va- 
rious oppreffions  of  Miller,  and  affigned,  as  the  principal  reafon  why  they  had  feized 
the  records,  and  imprifoned  the  prefident,  "  that  thereby  the  country  might  have  a 
free  parliament,  to  reprefent  their  grievances  to  the  proprietaries." 

When  Eaftchurch  at  length  arrived,  to  whofe  commiffion  or  con  duel  they  could 
have  no  objection,  the  infurgents  denied  his  authority,  and  refufed  him  obedience. 

He  was  conftrained  to  apply  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  for  aid  :  but  he  died  of 
vexation  before  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  could  be  collected  to  anfwer  his  purpofe. 

At  the  end  of  two  years  fucqefsfill  revolt,  the  infurgents  difpatched  Culpepper  and 
Holden  to  England,  to  promife  fubmiffion  to  the  proprietaries,  but  to  infill  on  the 
punifhment  of  Miller.  Miller,  who  had  found  means  to  efcape,  appeared  in  England 
about  the  fame  time,  and  filled  the  court  with  complaints  of  his  own  fufferings,  and 
with  accufations  againft  his  perfecutors,  but  without  effecl.  Culpepper,  having  execu- 
ted his  commiffion,  and  being  about  to  return,  was  feized  by  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms,  for  embezzling  the  king's  revenue,  tried  in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  on  an 
indictment  of  high  trealbn  committed  without  the  realm,  and  acquitted.  The  pro- 
prietaries accepted  the  proffered  fubmiffion  of  the  infurgents,  and  eftablifhed  a  tem- 
porary government,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1680,  at  the  head  of  which  they 
placed  Harvey,  as  prefident,  and  fent  Seth  Sothel,  who  had  lately  purchafed  lord  Cla- 
rendon's fhare  of  the  province,  that,  by  his  authority,  he  might  reftore  order  to  the 
colony.  Thefe  meafures  had  not  the  expected  effect.  Sothel  was  captured  by  the  Alge- 
rines  on  his  voyage.  Harvey  was  but  litt-e  regarded,  and  governed  but  afhorttime. 
Henry  Wilkinfon,  a  perfon  from  whofe  prudence  much  was  expected,  was  appointed 
governor  in  February,  1681,  of  that  part  of  Carolina  lying  between  Virginia,  and  a 
line  drawn  five  miles  fouth  of  Pamlico  river.  Means  were  now  employed  to  heal  for- 
mer diforders,  but  with  little  effect.  • 

Sothel  arrived,  as  governor  of  the  colony,  in  1683  ;  but  the  lamentable  fcene  of 
anarchy  was  not  changed.  He  refufed  to  comply  with  the  meafures  prefcribed  by  the 
proprietaries  to  reftore  order.  "  The  annals  of  delegated  authority  have  not  record- 
ed a  name  which  deferve,s  fo  much  to  be  tranfmitted  to  polterity  with  infamy,  as  that 
of  Sothel.  Bribery,  extortion,  injuftice,  rapacity,  breach  of  truft,  and  difobedienee 
to  orders,  are  the  crimes  of  which  he  was  accufed  during  the  five  years  that  he  mif- 
ruled  a  miferable  colony."  Driven  almoft  to  defpair,  the  inhabitants  feized  his  perfon 
in  1688,  with  a  view  to  fend  him  to  England  to  anfwer  for  his  crimes.  But,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  entreaties,  and  offering  to  fubmit  their  mutual  accufations  to  the  next 
afiembly,  they  accepted  his  propofal.  The  affembly  "  gave  judgment  againft  him  in  all 
the  abovementioned  particulars,  and  compelled  him  to  abjure  the  country  for  twelve 
months,  and  the  government  forever."  Such  was  the  fad  condition  to  which  North- 
Carolina  was  reduced,  at  the  epoch  of  the  revolution,  partly  by  her  own  folly,  and 
partly  by  the  crimes  of  her  governors  and  others. 
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For  many  years  from  this  period,  the  proprietaries  feem  to  have  paid  but  little 
attention  to  this  colony,  and  to  have  directed  it  almoft  wholly  to  South-Carolina.  The 
colony  was  fmall,  fo  late  as  17 10,  when  a  number  or  Palatines  from  Germany,  who 
had  been  reduced  to  circumftances  of  great  indigence  by  a  calamitous  war,  came 
over  and  fettled  in  its  vicinity.  The  proprietaries,  knowing  that  the  value  of  their 
lands  depended  on  the  ftrength  of  their  fettlements,  determined  to  give  every  pofii- 
ble  encouragement  to  fuch  emigrants.  Ships  were  accordingly  provided  for  their 
tranfportation — and  inftructions  were  given  to  governor  Tynte,  to  allow  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  for  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  free  of  quit-rents,  for  the 
firft  ten  years  :  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  to  ltipulate  for  one  penny 
per  acre,  annual  rent  forever,  according  to  the  ufage  and  cuftoms  of  the  province. 
Upon  their  arrival,  governor  Tynte  granted  them  a  tract  of  land  in  North-Carolina, 
fince  called  Albemarle  and  Bath  precincts,  where  they  fettled,  and  flattered  them- 
felves  with  having  found,  in  the  hideous  wildernefs,  a  happy  retreat  from  the  defe- 
ctions of  a  war  which  then  raged  in  Europe. 

In  the  year  1712,  a  dangerous  confpiracy  was  formed  by  the  Coree  and  Tufcorora 
tribes  of  Indians,  to  murder  and  expel  this  infant  colony.  The  foundation  of  it 
is  not  known.  Probably  they  were  offended  at  the  encroachments  upon  their  hunt- 
ing ground.  They  managed  their  confpiracy  with  great  cunning  and  profound  fe- 
crecy.  They  furrounded  their  principal-  town  with  a  breait-work  to  lecure  their 
families.  Here  the  warriors  convened,  to  the  number  of  twelve  hundred.  From  this 
place  of  rendezvous  they  fent  out  fmall  parties,  by  different  roads,  who  entered  the 
fettlement  under  the  malk  of  friendfliip.  At  the  change  of  the  full  moon,  all  of 
them  had  agreed  to  begin  their  murderous  operations  the  fame  night.  When  the 
night  came,  they  entered  the  houfes  of  the  planters,  demanding  provifions ;  and, 
pretending  to  be  offended,  began  to  murder  men,  women  and  children,  without  mer- 
cy or  diftinction.  One  hundred  and  thirty-feven  fettlers,  among  whom  were  the  Baron 
De  Graffenreidt,  of  Switzerland,  and  almoft  all  the  poor  Palatines  that  had  lately  come 
into  the  country,were  Slaughtered  the  firft  night.  Such  was  the  lecrecy  and  dilpatch  of 
the  Indians  in  this  expedition,  that  none  knew  what  had  befallen  his  neighbour,  until 
the  barbarians  had  reached  his  own  door.  Some  few,  however,  efcaped,  and  gave  the 
alarm.  The  militia  affembled  in  arms,  and  kept  watch  day  and  night,  until  the 
news  of  the  faid  difafter  had  reached  the  province  of  South -Carolina.  Governor 
Craven  loft  no  time  in  fending  a  force  to  their  relief.  The  affembly  voted  four  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  the  fervice  of  the  war.  A  body  of  fix  hundred  militia,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Barnwell,  and  three  hundred  and  lixty-fix  Indians  of  vari- 
ous tribes,  with  different  commanders,  marched  with  great  expedition,  through 
a  hideous  wildernefs,  to  their  affiftance.  In  their  firft  encounter  with  the  Indi- 
ans, they  killed  three  hundred,  and  took  one  hundred  prifoners.  After  this  defeat, 
the  Tufcororas  retreated  to  their  fortified  town — which  was  fhortly  after  iurrendered 
to  colonel  Barnwell.  In  this  expedition,  it  was  computed  that  nearly  a  thoufand 
Tufcororas  were  killed,  wounded  and  taken.  The  remainder  of  the  tribe  foon  after 
abandoned  their  country,  and  joined  the  five  nations,  with  whom  they  have  ever 
fince  remained. 

Their  inteftine  diftracYions,  and  their  wars  with  -the  Indians,  kept  the  colony  fo 
low,  and  fo  wretched,  that  an  act  of  parliament,  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  the  laft  ruin- 
ous confequences  of  thefe  divifions,  put  the  whole  province  of  Carolina  under  the 
immediate  care  and  inflection  of  the  crown.  The  lords  proprietors,  making  a  virtue 
of  neceflity,  accepted  a  recompenfe  of  about  twenty  four  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
both  for  the  property  and  jurifdiction,  except  the  earl  Granville,  who  kept  his 
eighth  part  of  the  property,  which  comprehended  nearly  half  of  North-Carolina, 
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ton  that  which  immediately  borders  on  Virginia.  Their  conftitution  in  thofit  points 
in  which  it  differed  from  that  of  the  other  colonies,  was  altered  ;  and  the  country, 
for  the  more  commodious  adminiftration  of  affairs,  was  divided  into  two  diftinct,  in- 
dependent governments,  called  North  and  South  Carolina.  This  was  in  the  year  1728. 
From  this  period,  the  government  of  North-Carolina  affumed  a  more  regular  ap. 
pearance  than  formerly,  and  was  adminiftered  by  feveral  refpectable  characters*,  to 
the  general  fatisfaftion  of  the  people,  till  the  year  1765  :  a  year  noted  for  the  Ame- 
lican  flamp  acr,  as  already  mentioned.  In  confequence  of  this  aft,  new  difturbances 
arofe  among  the  people.  On  the  arri'al  of  the  (tamps,  in  a  Britifh  floop  of  war,  into 
Cape  Fear  river,  jij.  order  to  be  delivered  to  the  ftamp  mafter,  the  militia  of  the 
neighbouring  counties  embodied  in  arms,  on  the  fhortcft  nc  t;ce,  under  the  command 
colonels  Afhe  and  Waddcli,  who  marched  to  the  town  of  Brunfwic,  and  oppofed 
the  landing  of ,  the  ftamps.  The  captain  of  the  floopofwsr,  finding  no  fecurity  for 
them  on  fho:  e,  continued  them  on  board.  In  the  mean  while,  the  ftamp  inafter,  dr. 
Houfton,  on  finding  his  appointment  obroxiouc  to  his  countrymen,  made  a  volun- 
tary refignation  thereof,  declaring  he  would  not  accept  of  any  office,  but  what  fhould 
meet  the  approbaron  of  his  country.  In  a  fhort  tme  after,  the  ftamp  act  was  repeal- 
ed, when  peace  and  good  order  again  took  place  in  the  government. 

In  the  years  1  768  and  17  69,  feveral  law  characters  sr.d  county  regifters,  being  charg- 
ed with  taking  fees  for  their  fervices,  higher  than  allowed  by  law,  were  indicted  at 
Jiiilfborough  fuperior  court  for  extortion,  and  found  guilty  by  the  verdicts  of  the 
jury.  T  he  court,  having  doubts  whether,  under  the  cxifting  law  for  eftablifhing  fees 
for  attornies  and  the  refpective  officers,  the  pevfons  indicled  were  really  guilty  of  this 
crime,  they  were  fined  only  fix-pence,  and  aiTeffed  with  cofts.  In  the  mean  while,  the 
parties  pi-ofecuted,  tranfmitted  the  law  to  Britain,  and  obtained  thereon  the  opinion 
and  advice  of  the  ableft  council  at  Weftminfter,  "  that  the  fees  taken  were  admif- 
fible  and  juftifi.ible  under  the  faid  law."  This  lenient  punifhment  of  the  court,  great- 
ly exafperated  the  profecutors,  who,  being  generally  leading  characters  in  the  diftnet 
of  Hillsborough,  attending  at  one  of  the  furceeding  courts,  in  the  chief  town  of  that 
diflrict,  with  upwards  of  two  thoufand  perfons,  whom  they  ftyled  regulators,  col- 
lected from  different  parts  of  the  upper  diftrkts,  armed  with  clubs,  infulted  the  court, 
on  its  flrft  opening,  ch-.rging  them  with  injnftice  and  partiality,  feized  the  attornies 
and  officers  whom  they  had  profecuted  with  other  perfons  obnoxious  to  them,  and 
dragged  them  out  of  the  court- houfe  into  the  ftreets,  where  they  beat  them  with  their 
clubs,  ard  otherwife  inhumanly  treated  them.  After  feverely  btating  colonel  Fanning 
(fince  his  Britanic  majefty's  lieutenant  governor  of  the  island  of  St.  John)  who  had 
been  the  principal  object  of  their  refentment,  they  repaired  to  his  houfe  in  the  town, 
and  deftroyed  it,  with  the  chief  part  of  his  furniture.  Thefe  outrages,  being  represented 
to  the  legislature,  an  act  paffed,  profcribing  the  ringleaders  of  this  body,  now  become 
formidable,  unlefs  they  fhould  furrender  themfelves  to  juftice  within  forty  days. 
None  did  furrender  ;  but,  in  open  defiance  to  the  legislature,  mobs  and  riotous  meet- 
ings of  thefe  people,  at  every  county  court  and  elfewhere,  continued  to  difturb  the 
peace  of  the  colony,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  one  was  fafe,  in  his  perfon  or  pro- 
perty, who  was  not  of  their  party.  Governor  Try  on,  then  in  the  adminiftration,  finding 
lawlefs  and  tumultuous  proceedings,  raifed  in  the  diftricts  where  this  contagion  had 
not  fpread,  a  body  of  well- affected  militia,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  men, 
marched  into  the  Jargeft  fettlements  of  the    regulators,  in   Orange  county,    to  appre* 

*  Particularly  Gabriel  Johnson,  Mathew  Rowan,  and  Arthur  Dobbs,   the  last  of  whom  was  aa  tsteertcd  literary  char; 
aflcr,  and  had  be?n  ct>r,cemedin  attempts  to  discover  a  north-west  passage  to  the,  East- Indies. 
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tiend  their   leaders,   mci  to   endeavor"  to    reftore  the  public  peace1;  by  enforcing  fub- 
rtfiflion  to  the  laws.   1  rulators,' foon   in'brmed  of  the   military    preparation?,  and 

movements  of  the  governor,  were  not  behind   hand    in  oppbfition'tq   his    meafures, 
They  emboided,  to  t:  unt  of  two  thoufand  five  hun  It  ■  1  or  three  thanfarid  me'1. 

under-  f  Herniari  Hufband*,  James  H'inter.  fia'm  Butler,  and 

methim  near  the  A!!  he?  of  Haw  river.    After  a  demand"  atid 

fummoiis  of  the  governor  to  fusrender  their  chiefs,  and  difperfe  to  their  homes,  with- 
in one  hour,  which  they  contemptuously  refufed,  they  wete  fired  upon  by  the  go- 
vernor's mili  ijch  a:i  acttbn  enfued  between  the  parries.  The  regulator?^ 
put Tmj  i  node  of  f  .  're  mifchiaf  to  the  governor's 
troop-,  at  ftrft  •,  but  owing  to  the  irei'  of  his  artillery;  and  firnvrefs  of  themjlicra 
under  his  command,  they  were,  after  the  co-ifii  H:  of  an  hour,  firuck  with  a  panic, 
and  fled,  leaving  upwards  of  twenty  dead,  ahof  a  number  Wounded  on  the  ground. 
The'fugitiveswere  purfued  in  all  directions  \  twelve  of  the  chic""-  weretakeri  •,  who  were, 
capitnl  ;d  at  the  next  Hii'sbofougl  .'..-.  to  be  hang- 
ed; fix  of  thorn  wee  accordingly  executed,  and  fix  pardoned-  bv  the  governor; 
Tne  laurels,  howev;r,  which  he  gained  in  ihis  enterprife,  were  fullied  by  an  intent, 
pcrate,  i  !i  I ;  e  coindacl,  exerarcd,  to  nis '-great  difgrace,  on-;-.  an.infurgent 
captain,  one  of  the  ptbfcribed,  who,  in  the  action,  was  taken  p  v  the  gover- 
nor's party,  in  theevering  of  the  s  action,  when  All  was  c.fer,  the  regular 
tors  being  defeated  and  difperfed,  the  governor  ordered  that  Few;  without  any  for- 
mality of,triah  fhould  be  hanged,  which  order  was  carried  into  immediate  execu- 
tion. Thus  ended  what  w$g  called  the  regulation,  that  had  convulfed  the  province 
for  more  than  three  years.  Husband,  Hunter,  and  Butler  made  their  efcape.  and 
adjdrefs  to  conceal  themfeives  till  a  general  amnefly  took  place,  under  the  fucceed- 
ing  adminiftiation  •, — this  was  extended  to  all  concerned,  e>:cept  to  Husband,  who,  in 
the  mean  while,  tcun.i  afafe  retreat  in  the  back  parts  of  Pennfylyania; 

North  Carolina  took  an  early  and  dccideJ  part  in  the  war  which  fep:.rated  Britain 
from  her  colonies.  When  gov.  Jofeph  Mirtfnmet  cheaflernbly  at  Newbern,  in  April, 
1775,  he  addrefl'ed  them  in  language  which  befpoke  his  fixed  attachmeritto  Britain  aivd 
her  meafures.  He  exprefled  his  defire  and  expectation,  that  they  would  qppofe  Co  c!  i-i- 
gerous  a  meafure  as  the  appointing  of  delegates  to  attend  a  congrefs  at  Philadelphia. 
He  faid  they  were  called  upon,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  oppofe  a  meeting  of  dele- 
gates which  the  people  had  been  invited  co  choofe,  and  who  were  appointed  to  aflem- 
Lle,  at  that  very  time  and  place,  in  the  face  of  the  legiflature.  Theaflembly,  in  their 
anfwer,  jufiificd  the  aflembling  of  the  people,  and  faid,  "  Be  it  far  from  us  even  to 
wim  to  prevent  the  operations' of  the  convention  now  held  at  Newbern.  '*  They  im- 
prbved  the  opportunity  now  afforded  them,  to  exprefs  their  warm  attachment  to  their 
fitter  colonies  in  general,  and  their  heart- felt  compalfion  for  the  unhappy  flare  of  the 
town  of  Boflon  ;  and  to  declare  the  fixed  refolution  of  the  colony,  to  unite  with  the. 
other  colonics,  in  every  effort  to  retain  their  jufts  rights  and  liberties. 

The  governor,  obfervingthe  current  of  affairs  turning  agair.fi.  him,  thought  pro- 
per to  fortify  his  place  at  Newbern,  expecting  fupport  from  the  Scotch  fetrlers  and 
the  Highland  emigrants,  inhabiting  the  back  country,  in  opposing  the  patriotic  party. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  militia  were  called  out,  exercifed  and  accoutred,  and  other 
meafures  taken  to  fupport  whatever  opposition  they  might  be  called  to  make  againft 
the  Britifh  adherents*. 

The  proceedings  of  the  governor,  in  fortifying  his  palace,  and  attempting  to  re- 
move the  palace  guns,  alarmed  the  committee  cf  the  town  ;  and  they,  at  the  head  of 

*  At  present  confined  in  the  Philadelphia  jail,  charged  with  \vgh  treason  in  the  late  insurre-.lion  in  the  western  counties 
»f  Pennsylvania. 
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a  body  of  a-med  men,  interpofed,  feized,  and  carried  off  fix  pieces  of  artillery,  which 
Jay  behind  the  palace.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  governor,  finding  himfelf  infecure, 
made  a  precipitate  retreat  to  Fort  Joknfon,  on  Ope  Fear  river.  The  people,  appre- 
lienfive  that  he  might  Strengthen  and  prepare  it  for  the  reception  of  a  force  to  be 
employed  in  reducing  the  province,  and  concluding  that  he  would  encourage  the 
{lives  to  revolt,  in  cafe  other  means  mould  fail  in  maintaining  the  king's  Govern- 
ment, afiembled  at  Wilmington,  under  colonel  Afne,  who  had  refio-ned  the  commit"-- 
r.  >n  he  held  from  the  B'itifh  government,  and  accepted  os>e  from,  popular  autho- 
rity. It  was  the  colonel's  intentionto  remove  the  king's  artillery  from  the  fort ;  but 
the  canhbn  and  ftores  had  been  previously  fecured  by  order  of  the  governor,  who  ha4 
retired  on  board  the  king's  floop,  fhe  Cruifer.  Col.  Aihe,  in  the  dead  of  night,  en- 
tered the  fort,  and  fct  fre  to  the  houfes  and  other  buildings  in  it,  which  were  foon 
reduced  to  afnes..  The  next  day  Me  completed  thv  destruction  of  the  fort,  and  defola- 
ted  every  thing  in  its  neighbourhood. 

The  Newbern  committee,  in  the  mean  time,  apprehending  that  the  governor  meant 
to  erect  the  king's  Standard,  and  to  commence  hostilities,  refolved,  "  that  no  perfon.'-' 
or   perrons  whatfoever,   mould  have  any  correfpondence  with  him,  on  pain  of  being 
deemed  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  dealt  with  accordingly.''  Thefe  inte- 
resting events  took  place  in  July,    1775. 

The  governor  was  accufed  by  the  committee  of  Wilmington  district,  of  fomenting 
civil  war,  and  of  excitmg  an  infurreclion  among  the  negroes  ,  upon  which  they  declar- 
ed him  to  be  an  enemy  to  his  country  at  large,  and  to  that  province  in  particular  ; 
and  forbade  all  perfons  holding  communication  with  him.  When  thefe  proceedings 
appeared  in  print,  the  governor  published  his  remarks  upon  them  in  a  very  lengthy 
proclamation,  which  came  before  the  provincial  congrefs,  at  their  fubfequent  meeting 
at  Hillsborough,  in  Auguft,  when  they  refolved  unanimonfly,  that  it  was  a  falfe, 
fcandalous,  fcurrilous,  malicious  and  feditious  libel;  and  ordered  it  to  be  burnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman. 

Four  days  before  thefe  proceedings,  a  plan  of  confederation  of  the  colonies  was 
laid  before  them.  After  mature  deliberation  they  refolved,  "  That  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  plan  of  general  confederation  between  the  united  colonies,  is  not  at  prefent 
eligible,  and  that  the  prefent  aflociation  ought  to  be  further  relied  on  for  bringing 
about  a  reconciliation  with  the  parent  Stat.e,and  a  further  confederacy  ought  only  to  be 
i-iopied  in  cafe  of  the  laft  extremity." 

Mr.  Hooper  then  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  empire^ 
which  Was  unanimously  adopted.  In  anfwer  to  a  fuggeftion,  that  independence  was  • 
their  objed,  they  faid,  "  we  again  declare,  and  we  invoke  the  Almighty  Being,  who 
Marches  the  receiTes  of  the  human  heart,  and  knows  our  molt  fecret  intentions,  that, 
it  is  our  moll  earneft  wiSh  and  prayer  to  be  rcftored,  with  the  other  united  colonies, 
to  the  State  in  which  we  and  they  were  placed  before  the  year  17.63— rdifpofed  to 
glance  over  any  regulations  which  Britain  had  made  previous  to  this,  and  which  feem  • 
to  be  injurious  and  oppreffive  to  thefe  colonies,  hoping  that  at  fome  future  day,  me 
will  benignly  interpoie,  and  remove  from  us  every  caufe  of  complaint." 

The  congrefs  afterwards  agreed  to  raife  one  thoufand  men — .to  Strike  a  fum  of  pa- 
per money,  for  the  payment  and  fubfiStence  of  the  troops— -to  enlift  a  considerable  > 
body  of  minute  men,  and  to  put  the  colony  immediately  into   a  irate-  of  defence. 
Thefe  proceedings  certainly  reflect '..great  honour  on  the  moderation, prudence,  firmnefs 
and  patriotifm  of  the  inhabitants  of  iNorth- Carolina. 

It  was  on  the  18th  of  December,  1776,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of 
this  ftate,  affembled  at  Halifax,  ratified  their* prefent  constitution  of  government,  to 
which  is  prefixed  a  declaration  of  rights. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  late  war,  a  party  of  the  North  Carolina  militia,  com* 
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mended  by  the  hon,  col.  Richard  Cafwell  and  col.  Alexander  Lillington,  attacked 
and  defeated  a  large  body  of  infurgents,  under  certaim  Britifh  officers,  at  Moore's 
cre~!  Had  that  body  been  permitted  to  form  a  junction  with  other  forces  in  the 
Britifh  fer^ice,  then  near  Wilmington,  the  fituation  of  this  whole  ftate  would  have 
been  very  precarious  and  difagreeable  ;  and  much  blood  muft  have  been  fhed,  before 
the  loyalifts  could  have  been  fubdued.  Since  that  period,  Mr.  Cafwell  has  been  fix 
times  elected  governor  of  this  ftate.  In  1780,  he,  as  rrnjor-  general,  commanded  a  large 
body  of  troops,  who  attempted  to  carry  relief  to  South-Craolina. 

This  ftate  furnifhed  many  other  diftinguilhed  characters,  who  were  active  in  the 
late  war.  Gen.  Ifaac  Gregory,  commanding  a  brigade  of  militia  in  the  unfortunate 
aftion  near  Camden,  diftinguifhed  himfdfby  bringing  off  a  part  of  his  brigade  in 
good  order  •,  he  retreated  in  the  rear  of  his  men,  and  was  twice  wounded  by  a  bay- 
onet. From  this  time,  he  was  conftantly  in  the  field,  and  generally  had  a  feparate 
command  while  there  was  an  enemy  in  the  ftate. 

General  Griffith  Rutherford  alfo  merits  particular  notice,  who  took  an  ea*!y  and 
diftinguifhed  part  of  the  American  revolution.  At  the  battle  of  Camden  he  was  takut 
prifoner,  after  having  greatly  exerted  himfelf  with  his  troops  during  the  action* 
and  received  feveral  wounds  from  the  enemy.  He  might  have  made  his  efcape,  with 
ethers,  after  this  difafter,  but  wiftiing  to  bring  off  his  militia  in  fome  order,  he  kept 
in  their  rear,  the  main  body  having  already  generally  efcaped  ;  there,  endeavouring 
to  rally  fome  fcattered  fugitives,  he  was  overtaken  by  the  Britifh  light-horfe,  and 
captured.  He  was  fent  to  St.  Auguftine  with  other  American  officers,  and  continued 
in  captivity  till  a  cartel  was  fettled  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners. 

From  the  period  when  peace  was  eftabliftied,  till  the  commencement  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  federal  conftitution,  this  ftace  experienced  her  full  ftiare  of  evils,  arifing 
from  the  imbecility  and  defects  of  the  former  general  government.  She,  as  well  as 
feveral  others  of  the  ftates,  in  order  to  haveafupply  of  money,  had  recourfe  to  the 
wretched  experiment  of  a  paper  cuirency,  not  reflecting,  that  induftry,  frugality,  and 
good  commercial  laws,  are  the  only  means  of  turning  the  balance  of  trade  in  favor 
of  a  country,  and  that  this  balance  is  the  only  permament  fource  of  foHd  wealth  and 
ready  money.  The  bills  they  emitted  not  only  depreciated,  but  expelled  almoft  all 
the  circulating  cafh  from  the  ftate  :  they  impoverished  the  merchants,  embarraffed 
the  planters,  and  produced  much  diftrefs,  fraud,  and  iniquity. 

When  the  prefent  federal  conflitution  came  before  the  convention  of  this  ftate, 
for  their  confideration,  in  July,  1788,  the  current  of  the  public  opinion  was  ftrongly 
againft  its  adoption  •,  and  they  rejected  it  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  feventy 
fix  againft  feventy-fix.  But  time  and  confideration,  the  arguments  ufed  in  favour, 
by  the  moft  influential  characters,  and  the  example  of  other  conventions,  foon 
wrought  a  complete  change  in  the  public  opinion  •,  and,  in  a  convention,  affembled  in 
J789,  the  conftitution  was  ratified  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- three 
againft  feventy- five. 

Natural  curiosities.]  The  Ararat,  or  Pibt  Mountain,  about  fixteen  miles 
north-weft  of  Salem,  draws  the  attention  of  every  curious  traveller  in  this  part  of 
the  ftate.  It  is  difcernible  2t  the  diftance  of  fixty  or  feventy  miles,  overlooking  the 
country  below.  It  was  anciently  called  the  Pilot,  by  the  Indians,  as  it  ferved  them 
for  a  bacon,  to  conduct  their  routes  in  the  northern  and  fouthern  wars.  On  approach- 
ing it,  a  grand  difplay  of  Nature's  workmanfhip,  in  a  rude  drefs,  is  exhibited.  From 
its  broad  bafe,  the  mountain  rifes  in  eafy  afcent,  like  a  pyramid,  near  a  mile  high,  to 
Tvhere  it  is  not  more  than  the  area  of  an  acre  broad  :  when  on  a  fudden,  a  vaft  ftu- 
pendous  rock,  having  the  appearance  of  a  large  caftle,  with  its  battlements,  ere&s 
its  perpendicular  Height  to  upwards  of  three  hundred  feet,  and  terminates  the  top, 
Yrhich  is  generally  as  flat  a?  a,  floor.    Ty  afond  this  precipice,  there  is  only  one  way, 
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which,  through  cavities  and  fifTures  of  the  rock,  is  with  fome  difficulty  and  dagger 
effected.  When  on  thcfummit,  the  eye  is  entertained  with  a  vaft  delightful  profpecT: 
of  the  Apalachian  mountains,  on  the  north,  and  a  wide,  extended  level  country 
below,  on  the  fouth  •,  while  the-ftreams  of  the  Yadkin  and  Dan,  on  the  right  and 
left  hand,  are  difcovered  at  feveral  diftant  places,  winding,  through  the  fertile  low 
grounds,  their  way  towards  the  ocean. 

Mineral  springs.]  In  the  counties  of  Warren,  Rockingham,  and  Lincoln,  there 
are  mineral  fprings  of  great  medicinal  virtue.  They  arc  fuppofed  to  be  i«^>regnated 
chiefly  with  fulphur  and  iron;  and  are  powerful  in  removing  cutaneous  fcorbutic 
complaints,  and  correcting  indigeftions.  Numbers  of  people  from  the  lower  country 
and  elfewhere  repair  to  thefe  fprings,  in  the  autumn,  for  health,  which  is  generally 
obtained  by  copioufly  drinking  the  waters. 
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Situation  and  extent. 


Miles, 
length  2QO-J     betwcen 
Breadth  125  J 


■32  °  and  35  *  N.  latitude, 
4°  and  9  °  W.  longitude  from  Philadelphia, 


Boundaries]  TJOUNDED  on  the  north  by  North-Carolina;  on  the  eaft  by  ths 
§"j    Atlantic  ocean  ;   on  the  fouth  by  the  Savannah  river,   which  di- 
vides it  from  Georgia  ;  and  on  the  weft,  the  ftate  comes  to  a  point  in  latitude  35  °  , 
and  longitude  8  °   30"  weft  from  Philadelphia*. 

Civil  divisions  and  population.]  The  following  table  will  fhew  the  civil  di- 
vifions  of  this  ftate,  and  likewife  the  number  of  inhabitants  contained  in  each  countyy 
according  to  the  cenfus  taken  by  the  mi-rfhal  of  the  diftrift,  under  the  adl  of  the  ge- 
neral government,  in  1790,  providing  for  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  ths 
muted  ftates. 


*  The  commiffioners,  appointed  in  1787,  to 
fettle  the  boundary  line  between  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia,  determined  as  follows  : 

"  The  moil  northern  branch  orflrearh  of  the 
river  Savannah,  from  the  Tea  or  month  of  fuch 
ftream,  to  the  fork  or  confluence  of  the  rivers 
now  calledTugulo  and  Keowee,and  from  thence 
the  moft  northern  branch  or  ftream  of  the  laid 
river-Ttigulo.tili  it  interfecls  ihe  northern  boun- 
dary line  of  South- Carolina,  it  the  faid  branch 
of Tugulo  extends  fo  far  north,  referving  all  the 
iilands  in  the  faid  rivers  Savannah  and  Tugu- 
lo to  Georgia— but  if  the.  faid  branch  or  ltream 
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of  Tugulo  does  not  extend  to  the  north  bounda 
ry  line  of  South- Carolina,  then  a  well  line  to 
the  Miffiffippi.to  be  drawn  from  the  hsad  fpring 
orfourceof  the  faid  branch  of  Tugulo  river, 
■which  extends  to  the  higheft  northern  latitude, 
- — fhall  forever  hereafttr  form  the  feparating 
limit  and  boundary  between  the  Hates  of  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia." 

It  is  not  thought  that  the  fource  of  this  flreara 
will  reach  the  thirty-fifth  degree  by  twenty 
miles — however,  this  is  a  conjecture  :  it  may 
be  lefs,  or  it  may  be  fomeihijg  more. 
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All  S*in<s,  Gtorgccoun  uijt. 
Prince  George's    ditto, 
Pi  ince  Frederic,  ditto, 
Cheraws  ctijlnct, 
Fairfield,  La  in  am  dtflnct, 
Chefler  ditio, 
York,  ditto, 
Richland  ditto, 
•Clarendon,  ditto,  ! 

Clermont,  ditto, 
Lancafler,  ditto, 
E'gfield,  N*"etyjf  dijinct. 
Pendleton,  diuo, 
Spartenburgh,  ditto, 
Spartenborough,  ditto, 
AbbeviNe,  dnto, 
Laurens,  diuo, 
Grcnville,  ditto, 
Union,  ditto, 
Newbury, ditto, 
Beaufort  dxjlrict, 
N.  part  ol  Orangcburgh  diji, 
South  part,  ditto, 
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St.  Philip'so:^  Charlefton^' 
St.  Mirchael'sJ     dtjtrict   J 
St.   Bartholomew,  ditto, 


St.  John's,  Berkly,  ditto 
St.  George's.  Dorches,  ditto, 
St.  Stephen's,  ditto, 
St,  James',  -Santee,  ditto, 
St.  Thomas',  ditto, 
Chrift  church  ditto, 

James',  Goofe  creek  do. 
St.  John's,  Colleton,  ditto, 
St.  Andrew's,  ditto, 
St.  Paul's,  ditto, 

Total, 
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Climate.]  As  this  113(6  15  fuuated  between  the  thirty  *4econd  anu  miny-fifth  de- 
grees of  north  latitude,  it  will  readily  be  perceived,  that  the  irrtenfe  degree  of  cold 
experienced  in  the  more  northern  latitudes  is  totally  unknown  here  :  neither  is  it  fo 
extremely  hot,  as  many  of  the  northern  inhabitants  have  generally  fuppofed.  "  The 
climate,"  fays  a  writer  who  refided  fifteen  years  in  the  ftate,  "  is  not  hotter  in  the 
months  of  Jane,  July,  and  Auguft,  in  the  lower  part  of  this  ftate,  than  it  is  in  the 
lower  part  of  New-Jerfey  •,  nor  is  it  hotter  iri  the  upper  part,  than  it  is  in  the  high 
eaftern  part  of  the  ftate.  The  fpring  and  fail  are  exceedingly  agreeaMe  ;  and,  in  the 
coldeft  feafon  of  the  year,  our  gardens  furnifh  us  with  frelh  vegetables.  Every  kind 
of  iruit,  that  Britain,  or  the  northern  ftates  produce,  may  be  raifei  in  South  Caro- 
lina j  alfo  good  oranges,  limes,  lemons,  figs,  and  grapes. 
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•But  there  is  a  part  of  the  country,  beginning  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  fea,  and 
extending  back  fifty  or  fixty  mifes,  which  is  very  unhealthy,  owing  to  the  Aagnatei 
waters  in  the  fwamps,  aid  the  large  refervoirs  of  water,  kept  up  with  dam1?  by  the 
planters,  to  water  their  rice  in  the  proper  feafon.  Hence,  in  this  flit  country,  bilious, 
intei  mitring,  and  putrid  fevers  prevail,  efpecially  in  September  and  October,  and  the 
inhabitants  exhibit  a  pale  and  fickly  appearance. 

Higher  up  in  the  country, the  waters  are  more  pure,  and  the  inhabitants  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  good  climate.  Along  the  fea  coaft,  the  country  is  fanned  with  gentle  breez- 
es from  the  ocean,  and  the  weather  is  v;ry  pleafmt  and  agreeable.  This  ftate,  however, 
is  fubject  to  violent  thunder  florins,  and  to  frequent  and  heavy  rains.  From  aetuil  ob- 
fcrvation  it  was  found,  that  the  average  annual  fall  of  rain,  for  ten  years,  was  forty- 
two  inches,  without  regarding  true  moifture  that  fill  in  fogs  and  dews.  One  great 
advantage  which  this  country  poflefles  over  the  northern  ftates,  is  that  the  winter 
being  mild,  the  cattle  are  fat  in  the  woods  all  the  year  round.  In  ftiort,  though  nau> 
.feoos.  exhalations,  from  flagnant  waters,  may  be  injurious  in  fome  parts  of  the  fUt 
country,  and  indolence  and  intemperance  produce  difeafes  in  others,  it  may,  neverthe- 
lefs,  be  considered  as  a  pleafant  and  delightful  climate,  where  nature,  aided  by  a  fro  all 
degree  of  induftry,  furnifhes  the  comforts  of  life  in  abundance. 

Rivers.]  This  ftate  is  watered  by  four  iarge  navigable  rivers,  befides  a  gre'.t 
number  of  fmall  ones,  whi:h  are  paiTable  for  boats.  The  river  Savannah  wafnes  it 
from  the  north  weft  to  the  fouth  eaft  corner.  A  particular  account  of  it  will  be 
giyen  in  the  defc  iption  of  Georgia. 

The  Edifto  rife;;  in  two  branches,  from  a  remarkable  ridge  in  the  interior  part  of 
the  ftate.  Thefe  branches  unite  a  little  below'  Orangeburgh,  which  ftands  on  tie 
north  fork  ;  and  form  Edifto  river,  which,  having  paffod  Jackfonburgh,  divides, 
and  embraces  Fdiflo  ifland. 

Santee  is  the  largeft  and  longeft  river  in  this  ftate.  It  rifes  in  various  dreams,  upon 
the  eaftern  part  of  the  Allegany  mountains.  The  two  firft  branches,  which  are  called 
the  Congaree  and  Wateir.e,  are  about  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  tv/enty  miles 
in  a  direct  line  from  the  ocean.  The  Witeree,  or  northern  branch,  pifTes  the  Catawba 
nation  of  Indians,  and  aftc-wards  bears  the  name  of  the  Catawba  to  its  fource.  The 
Catawba  river  is  upwards  of  three  hundred  yards  wide,  at  the  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy  miles  from  the  fea.  The  Congaree,  or  fouth  branch,  is  formei  by 
the  water  of  Bread  river,  Fair  Foreft,  Tyger,  Enoree,  and  Saluda.  Juft  below  the 
junction  of  Saluda  and  Broad  rivers,  on  the  Congaree,  ftands  the  town  of  Colum- 
bia, the  feat  of  government  in  this  ftate. 

Pedce  river  rifes  in  feveral  branches,  in  North-Carolina,  where  the  principal  branch 
is  called  Yadkin  river.  In  this  ftate,  it,  however,  takes  the  nime  of  Pedee,  and  after 
receiving  Lynche's  and  Wakkamaw  rivers,  pafles  by  Georgetown,  which  it  leaves 
on  the  weft,  and  twelve  miles  below,  it  empties  into  the  ocean. 

•     In  none  of  the  rivers  in  this  ftate  does,  the  tide  flow  more  than  twenty-five  miles 
from  the  fea  fhore, 

Mountains.]  The  Tryon  and  Hogback  mountains  are  two  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  north  weft  of  Charleston,  in  latitude  35  °  and  longitude  6  °  3/  from  Philadel- 
phia, fne  elevation  of  thefe  mountains,  above  their  bafe,  is  three  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  forty  feet ;  and  above  the  fea  coaft  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
forty.  The  afcent  from  the  fea  fliore  being  eight  times  as  great  as  the  difference 
between  the  fphere  of  the  horizon,  and  that  of  an  even  plane,  there  is  exhibited 
from  the  top  of  thefe  mountains  an  extenfive  view  of  this  ftate,  North-Carolina, 
£nd  Georgia, 


53° 


sOuth.Carolina. 


The  mountains  weft  and  north- weft  rife  much  higher  than  thefe,  and  form  X- 
ridge,  which  divides  the  waters  cf  the  Tenriafleeand  Santee  rivers. 

Harbours.]  The  beft  harbour  in  this  ftate  is  to  thefouthward,  near  the  borders 
of  Georgia,  named  Port  Royal.  This  might  give  a  capacious  and  fafe  reception  to 
the  largeft  fleet  in  the  world.  Chirlefton  harbour  is  fpacious,  convenient  and  fafe. 
It  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  Afhley  and  Cooper  river's.  Its  entrance  is  guarded 
by  fort  Johnfon.  Twelve  miles  from  the  city  is  a  bar,  over  which  are  four  channels  y 
one,  by  the  came  of  Ship  chmnel,  has  eighteen  feet  water  •,  another  fixteen  and  a  half, 
the  other  two  are  for  fmall  veflels.  '1  he  tide  rifes  about  nine  feet.  Georgetown 
has  a  good  harbour  for  fmall  veflels  •,  but  the  entrance  is  impaffabJe  to  large  fhips. 
Islands.]  The  fea-coaft  is  bordered  with  a  fine  chain  of  iflands,  around  which  the 
fea  flows,  opening  an  excellent  inland  navigation  for  the  conveyance  of  produce  to 
market.  Of  thefe,  the  principal  is  James  ifland,  oppofite  to  Chatlefton  on  which  are 
about  fifty  f:  milies.  Further  fouth  is  John's  ifland,  larger  than  J  mes.  There  is  a'fo' 
an  ifland  by  the  rameofEdifto  •,  ard,  on  the  othu  fide  of  St  Helena  (bund,  fi-om 
Edifto,  lies  a  clufter  of  iflands  ;  one  cf  the  krgeft  of  which  is  Poit  Royal.  Adj  cerit 
to  Port  Royal  lie  St.  Helena,  Ladies'  ifland,  Paris  ifland,  and  the  hunting  iflands 
and  near  Bread  is  Hilton-head  ifland.  The-foil  and  natural  growth  cf  thefe 
iflands  are  not  materially  different  from  the  adjacent  main  b.ndj  and  they  are:  in  ge- 
reial  fuitable  foi  the  culture  of  indigo. 

Principal  towns.]  Charhrfton  is  the  capital  town, and  indeed  the  onlv  one  of  any 
cenfiderrble  confeqnence  in  the  whole  ftate.  It  ftands  in  latitude  of  32  °  45,  north 
and  4  °  weft  latitude  from  Philadelphia.  I  he  town  is  bui'it  on  a  narrow  peninfula, 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  Afhley  and  Cooper  rivers,  which  are  Sro  1  ^ndderp  and 
difcharge  their  waters  into  the  oc-an,  about  fix  miles  below  this  plac*.  In  there  livers 
there  is  a  rapid  flood  and  ebb,  which,  in  the  middle  of -he  "Ve^.m,  runs  r  the  rate 
of  between  three  and  four  miles  an  hcur-,  and  tbetid<  in  ommon,  rifes  and  falls 
about  five  feet  ;  but  at  new  ai.d  full  moor,  fever;  ftet.  1  hrec  fide-  of  this  town  are 
waftied  by  the  above  rivers,  the  ground  between  thfm  beirg  fo  low  and  level,  that  it 
is  not  feven  feet,  nor  is  the  country,  for  twenty  miles  round,  ten  feet  higher  at  a  me- 
dium, than  the  furface  of  a  full  fea  is  it  fpring  tides. 

1  his  is  both  a  heikhy  and  agreeable  fituaun  in  fuch  a  cXimal  - ;  for  the  town  ftand*' 
in  a  large  plain,  having  the  fea  open  to  it  on  one  fide,  and  the  ivcrs  afford  an  eafy 
opportunity  for  conveying  away  nnifance.s,  and  kcej  ing  the  town  clean  and  heilthy. 
The  ftrects  are  from  thirty-three  to  fixtv  fix  feet  wide,  running  from  eaft  to  weft  v 
and  thefe  again  are  interfered  by  others  at  right  angles,  having  drains  under  them 
to  prevent  the  water  from  {landing  lon^,  -nv  where,  during  wet  feafons ;  the  good 
effeds  of  which,  with  refpec!  to  health,  are  a  ieady  fenfiMy  felt.  But,  not  being 
paved,  except  for  a  few  feet  along  the  fronts  of  houfes,  tne  ftreers  are  dirty  during 
rainy,  snd  dufty  weather.  Ihe  plan  of  this  tr^n  wa3  originally  bad  •,  for  the 
heat  of  the  climate  made  wide  and  airy  ftreet3  nectary  •,  more  efpecially  when  there 
was  r.o  neceffity  for  limiting  them  to  fuch  fcanty  brea.J:hs  ;  as  in  thofe  days,  there 
was  a  fufficiency  of  ground,  which  was  no  man's  prop  rty,  and  therefore  it  might 
have  been  difpofed  oi  in  a  manner  more  fuiteel  to  the  we:  are  of  the  future  inhabi- 
tants. ,/ind  what  is  full  wcrfe,there  are  many  narrow  lanes  ard  alleys,  and  more  are 
daily  laying  out,  with  a  view  of  increafing  the  value  of  lands;  but  the  leg&ature 
fhould  prevent  fuch  nuifances  •,  for  thote  confined  fituations  may  hereafter  prove  a 
nurfiry  for  difeafes,  when  the  town  becomes  large  and  more  clolely  built.  The  houfes 
at  fiift  wete  entirely  built  of  wood,  and  conftqnently  have  often  fuffered  by  fire  ;  but 
fuch  calamities,  though  they  fell  heavy  on  individuals,  have  afforded  frequent  op- 
portunities of  making  confiderable  improvements  in  the  manner  of  building.  At  pie- 
fent,  the  houfes  are  moftly  built  of  brick,  three  ftories  high,  feme  of  them  elegant, 
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and  moft  are  neat  habitations.  Within,  they  ate  genteely  furnifhed,  and  without,  are 
expcftd  as  much  as  pofiible  to  the  refrefhing  breezes  from  the  Tea.  Many  ofthem  arc, 
indeed,  incumbered  with  balconies  and  piazzas,  but  thefe  are  found  convenient,  and 
even  necefTary  during  the  hot  feafon  ;  as  into  them,  the  inhabitants  retreat  for  the  be- 
nefit of  frefh  air.  Almoft  every  family  has  a  pump  well  ;  butthe  water,  bein^  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  fait  river,  and  filtered  only  through  fand,  is  brackifh,  and 
commonly  o:cafions  fevere  griping  to  every  perfon  not  accustomed  to  it. 

Charlefton  contains  the  following  public  buildings,  viz.  a  ftate-houfe,  and  armoury, 
a  poor- houfe,  an  orphan- houfe,  and  exchange,  two  epifcopalian,  and  two  indepen- 
dent churches,  one  for  Scotch  presbyterians,  one  baptiit,  one  methodiit,  and  one  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church,  and  one  for  Fiench  proteftants.  There  are  alfo  two  Jewifh 
fynagogues,  a  qyaker  meeting  houfe,  and  a  chapel  for  Roman  catholics. 

This  place  is  fecured  by  fort  Johnfon,  built  on  James'  ifland,  about  two  miles  be- 
low the  town. 

The  fore  (rands  in  a  commanding  fituaticn,  within  point-blank  fhot  of  the  chan- 
nel, through  which  all  mips  in  their  way  to  and  from  Charlefton,  mutt  pafs. 

In  i/'6f,  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  this  town  amounted  to  between  five 
and  fix  thoufand,  ar.d  the  number  of  negroes  to  between   feven  and  eight  thoufand. 

In  1787,  there  were  faid  to  be  fixteen  hundred  houfes-,  nine  thAifand  fix  hun- 
dred white  inhabitants,  and  five  thoufand  four  hundred  negroes  ;  and  it  is  alfo  (aid, 
that  two  hundred  of  the  whites  were  above  fixty  years  of  age.  But,  according  to  an 
aclual  cenfus,  taken  in  the  year  1791,  it  was  found  that  the  number  of  inhabitants 
amounted  oply  to  e;ght  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-five  whites,  and  feven 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  four  negroes. 

Charlefton  is  one  of  the  hca'thieft  places  in  the  flat  country  of  the  fouthern  ftates  y 
the  common  computation  is,  that  one  out  of  thirtv-five  dies  yearly,  or  one  out  of 
each  family  in  the  fpace  of  (even  years.  But  the  lift  of  deaths  is  oftei  increafed  by 
the  faiiors  and  tranfierrt  perfons  who  die  in  the  town.  Among  the  fettled  inhabitants, 
the  number  of  births  i'.ir  exceeds  that  of  tunnals. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  eafy  and  polite  in  their  manners,  hofpkable  to 
Hungers,  and  very  fond  cf  foetal  amufements.  Thefe  amiable  -qualities,  and  the 
healthinefs  of  the  place,  have  rendered  Charhfton  the  refort  of  many  invalids  from 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  other  places,  during  the  fickly  months. 

Charlefton  was  made  a  city  by  incorporation,  in  the  year  178.$,  and  is  divided 
into  thirteen  wards,  each  of  which  choofes  one  warden-,  the  wardens  choofe  an  in- 
tendant  from  among  themfclves,  and  the  whole  forms  a  city  council,  with  powers  to 
make  and  enforce  bye  laws  for  the  betfer  regulation  of  the  city. 

Columbia,  the  fearof  government  in  this  ftate,  is_(kuaied  in  a  central  part  of  the 
ftate,  upon  the  Congaree  river.  It  is  at  prefent  in  a  fburifhing  condition,  and  will 
probably  be  a  town  of  confiderable  eonfequence. 

Georgetown  is  fituated  near  Pedee  river,  about  twelve miies  from  its  mouth,  and 
fixt\ -one  miles  north-eaft  frcm  Charlefton.  It  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes.  has  a  good  harbour  for  (mail  veffels,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade, 

Beaufort  is  a  fmall  town,  of  about  fixty  houifes,  fituated  upon  the  ifland  of  Port- 
Royal,  and  is  the  feat  of  juftice  in  Beaufort  diftriifl.  The  town  contains  about  two 
hundred  and  forty  inhabitants. 

'  In  the  diftrift  of  Ninetv-fix,  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  weft  cf  Charlef- 
ton, there  is  a  fmall  town  called  Cambridge,  containing  thirty  or  forty  houfes,  a 
court  houfe,  jail,  and  public  feminary  of  learning. 

■  Befides  the  abovementioned  towns,  there  are  in  this  flare  feveral  fmall  villages,  viz. 
WTymssbcrough,  Camden,  Orangeburgh,  jackfonsborough,  and  Purishburgh  >  but 
none  ofthem  containing  more  than  thirty  or  forty  houfes. 
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Face  cf  the   country.]   That  pnrt  of  this   Rate,  adjoining  the  fea  coaft,  and  tt) 
the  diftance  of  feventy  or  eighty  miles  into  the  country,  is   almoft  a  perfect,  level 
pire  barren,  interrupted  neither  by  hills  nor  ftones.      At  the  termination  qf  this  dif- 
tance, commences  a  ciuioufly  uneven  country.     The  tiavelier  is  conftrmtly  afcending 
or  defcending  little  fand  hil's.     If  a  pretty  h;gh  fea  were  fudienlv  arretted,  and  tranf- 
foimed  into  fand  hills,  in  the. very  foim  in  which  the  waves  exited   at  the  moment 
of  transformation,   it  would  prefent  the  eve  with  juft  fuch  a  view  as   is  here  to   bs 
{esn.     This  country  continues  for  fixty  miles,  to  a  place  called  the  Ridge,  one  hun- 
dred ;.nd  forty  miles  from  Charkfton.      This  ridge  is,  from  the  fide  nixt  to  the  fea,  a 
trad  of  high  ground,  but  kv'el   as  you  advance  northwefl  fiorn  its  fummit.      It  is  a 
line,  high,  healthy  belt  .of  land,  well  watered,  cf  a  good  foil,  and  extends  fru:<n  the 
Savannah  to  Bread  liver,  in  about  6  °  ^c/  weft  longitude  frem  Philadelphia.    Beyond 
this  ri Jge,   to  the  weftward,   the  country  is  broken  into  hills  and  vallies,  and  the  fpec- 
tator  enjoys  all  that  ple.ifure  whith  icfulrs   from  a  view  of  the  variegated  beauties 
cf  nature.      The  land  fii'.l  rifes  by  a  gradual  afcent,  each  fucceeding  kill  overlooking 
that   which  immediately  precedes  it,   till,  having  advanced   two  hundred  miles  in  a 
northweft  direction   from  Charkfton,  the  elevation   ofth:;  land  above  the  fea-co'aft 
is  found,  by  menfuration,  to  be  about  eight  hundred  feet.      Here  the  arms  of  the  Al- 
legany mountains  commence,  and  continue  rifirg,  till  you  come  to  the  higheft  grounds 
of  the  Atlantic  country,  which  divide  the  eaftern  and  weftern  waters. 

Soil  and  productions.]     There  is  a  remadcable  fimilarky  to  be  obferved  in  the 
foil  of  the  fea  coaft  in  all  the  fouthern  (late?.      The  fame  uniform  plan,  covered  wit!i 
a  large  growth  or  pines,  and  extending  back   into  the  country,  to  the  diftance  of  d- 
venty  or  eighty  miles,  every  where  prefents  itfelf  to  our  view.     But  interfperfed,  here 
and  there,   are  tracts  of  land  which  produce  nothing  but  a  fort  of  wild  grafs,  and  are 
cal:ed  favannas.      Upon  the  creeks  and  rivers  in' the  lower  part  of  this  {{ate,   are  like- 
wife  fituated  the  rich  ?nd  fertile  rice  fwamps,  which  furnifh  th:  ftaole  commodity  of 
the  country,  and  en  which  grow  great  quantities  of  canes  and  cvpref;.      Thefe  lands 
pofTets  inconceivable  firength  and  richnefs  ;  and   from  their  being  aJmdft  annually 
overflowed,  they  may  be  confidered  as  inexhauftible.      T'hofe  Lnds  which-are  called 
pine  barrens,  befides  the  range  which  they  afford  for  the  pafture  of  cattle,  produce,  when 
cleared,  from  ten  to  fifteen  bufhels  of  corn  to  the  acre";  as  alfo  Cveet  potatoes,'  and 
feme  other  vegetables.    Thefe  pine  barrens,  the  favannas,  and  the  fertile  rice  fwa.-nps, 
compofe  the  foil  of  the  eaftern  part  of  this  ftate.      In  proceeding  weftward  to  the  in- 
terior part  and  the  frontiers,   there  is  found  a  differem   kind  ot  foil,  covered  with  a 
different  natural  growth.      The  foil    is  ftrong  and  fertile,  fuitab'e  for  the  culture  of 
wheat  and   tobacco,  and  the  timber  ccnfifts  principally  of  walnut,  oak,  and  hiccory, 
with  fome  locuftand  pine. 

The  low  lands  and  fwamp»,  for  the  cultivation  of  rice,  adjoining  the  rivers,   ter- 
minate at  the  diftance  of  about  one  hundred  miles  from  the  ocean,  and   the  hi-h 
grounds  approaching,  form  prcdigious  banks  upon  the  rivers,  feveral  hundred  feet  in 
height,    affording  many  grand  and  fublime  prOfpec~ls,     Thefe  elevated  banks  exhibit 
ftrata  of  differently  coloured  earth,  and  are  faid  to  abound  with  filver,  lead,  iron  ore, 
quarries  of  free  ftone,  flint,  cryftals,  fulphur,  and  coarfe  diamonds. 

The  rivers  every  where  abound  with  good  fiih  •,  fuch  as  rock,  trout,  cat-fifh,  fhad, 
andfturgeon  ;    and  the  woods  with  p'.erty  of  wild  game.     The  principal  produ&ions, 
raifed  by  culture,   in  this  ftate,  are  the  following,  viz.  rice,  tobacco,  indigo,  cotton, 
wheat,  rye,  and  Indian  corn  ;  together  with  hemp,  flax,  oats,  peas,  barley,  and  other 
kinds  of  grain.  ...... 

Rice  is  produced  in  vaft  quantities  in  all  the  flat  country,  and  conftitutes  the  ftaple 
commodity  •,  the  common  increafe,  from  good  land,  being  about  eighty  bufhels  of 
pugh  rice  per  acre,  which  when  beat  out  and  cleaned,  will  yield  two  thoufand  pounds 
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weight,  or  four  barrels,  fit  for  market ;  befi-des  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fmall,  bro  •' 
ken  rice,  which  the  negroes  eat.  Tobacco  is  produced  in  large  quantities  in  the  up- 
per country,  and  indigo  and  cotton  in  various  parts  of  the  Pcate. 

Cattle  of  all  kinds,  as  well  asfwine,  multiply  here  in  a  fu'prifi:ig  degree.  For,  as 
the  thickets  are  warm  and  clofe,  a  conflant  verdure  is  found  there  in  the  winter,  even 
though  the  weather  mould  be  frofty  ;  for  them  the  young  canes  or  reeds,  an  i  fcvcral 
other  plants,  being  green  and  full  of  juices,  there  is  no  need  of  houfes  to  fhelter, 
nor  of  provender  to  fupport  the  cattle,  during  the  coldeit  feafon  •,  for  they  lie  warm 
abroad,  and  find  fomething  to  feed  on  in  the  woods. 

Any  perfon,  therefore,  who  inclines  to  raife  black  cattle  or  hogs,  marks  out  a  few 
hundred  acres  of  land,  in  fume  unfettled  part  of  the  country,  where  he  finds  a  good- 
range,  and  drives  thither  as  many  cows,  bulls  and  fwine,  as  he  pleafes,  wh:ra  they 
increafe  without  any  more  trouble  than  to  have  a  few  negroes  to  plant  provifions, 
in  order  to  keep  the  hogs  together,  and  accuftom  them  to  the  fettlement,  by  giving 
th°m  a  little  maize  now  and  then  ;  for  the  woods  yield  a  fufficiency  of  nuts  and  roots 
to  maintain  them.  The  black  cartle  are  driven  together  once  a  year,  in  order  to  mark 
and  brand  the  increafe.  After  which  they  are  again  fufFered  to  reed  at  large,  perhaps 
to  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles,  unlefs  it  be  required  to  collect  fome  of  them  for  fafe, 
when  they  are  wanted.  In  this  manner,  fome  perfons,  who  have  flocked  farms  with 
fifty  or  more  black  cattle,  &c.  have  in  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  marked  three  or  four 
thcufand  calves  yearly,  and  hogs  without  number. 

1  'Thefe  animr-ds,  however,  are  not  without  enemies  whilft  they  are  young,  and  una- 
ble to  defend  thernfelves  ;  for  wolves,  bears,  and  wild  cats  of  a  large  fize,  prey  upon 
them  ;  and  fome  are  alfo  deftroyed  by  the  bites  of  makes,  of  which  there  are  feveral 
y'enomous  kinds  in  this  country. 

Mode  of  living  ]  In  this  ftafe.  many  circumftances  concur  to  render  it  neither 
very  difficult  nor  expenfiveto  furnifh.  plentiful  tables.  Tea  is  had  from  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  coffee,  fugar,  fpirits,  &c.  from  the  Wed  Indies,  in  great  plenty.  Butter  is 
good,  efpeeiaib.  at  that  feafon,  when  the  fields  are  cleared  of  rice,  and  the  cows  are 
admitted  into  them  •,  and  it  is  fd  plentiful  that  confiderable  quantities  are  exported  to 
the  leeward  iflmds.  The  ft  ate  produces  fome  flour  for  bread;  but,  being  of  an  in. 
ferior  quality,  the  inhabitants  chiefly  make  ufe  of  that  imported  from  New- York 
and  Philadelphia.  In  the  market,  there  is  plenty  of  beef,  pork,  veal,  poultry,  and  ve- 
nifon,  and  a  great  variety  of  wild  fowls,  and  fait  water  fifh.  The  mutton  from  the 
low  lands  is  not  fo  good  as  that  from  the  hills,  in  the  interior  parts  ;  but  the  back 
country  being  ncwwell  fettled,  good  mutton  will  be  fupplied  in  abundance.  They 
have  alfo  a  variay  of  the  fineft  fruits  and  vegetables  in  their  feafon.  Their  princi- ' 
pal  drink  is  punch,  or  grog.  Madeira  is  the  wine  bed:  fuited  to  the  climate,  in  which 
it  improves  bv  heat  and  age,  and  is  the- moft  common. 

•Curiosities. J  On  the  banks  of  the  SaVanna'f?  river,  in  this  ftate.  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  miles  weft  ward  from  Charlefton,  there  is  a  place  known  by  the  name 
of  Silver  Bluff.  The  bank  rifes  to  the  height  of  forty  or  fifty  feet,  almoft  perpen- 
dicular, above  the  low  lands,  on  the  oppofue  fide  of  the  Savannahx  and  exhibits  vari- 
ous ftrata  of  earth.  The  furface,  for  a  confiderable  depth,  is  a  loofe  fandy  loam,  with 
a  mixture  of  fea  fhells  •,  the  next  ftratum  is  clay  •,  then  fand  ;  next  marl ;  clay  again 
of  various  colours  and  qualities  ;  which  laft  lnien'iibly  mixes  with  a  deep  ftratum  of 
blackifh,  falir.e,  and  fulphureous  earth-  In  this  ar?  found  flicks,  limbs  and  trunks  of 
trees,  leaves  and  acorns,  all  tranfmuted  into  black,  hard,  and  fhining  fubftance  like 
charcoal  ;  petrified  animal  fubftances  are  hkewife  found  here. 

Religion]  Every  man  is  permitted  to  worfhip  God,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
his  own  confeience,  no  kind  of  compulfion  being  made  ufe  of  in  matters  of  religion, 
[Whatever  a  man  choofes  to  beftuw  for  maintaining  the  worfhip  of  God,  he  gives  vq. 
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hmtarily  to  the  preacher  of  that  feci  cr  denomination  to  which  lie  cloofes  to  attach 
himfelf.  In  this,  however,  the  people  are  not  different  from  moft  of  the  united  (rates  j 
freedom  of  opinion  being  everywhere  eftablifhed. 

In  different  parts  of  this  ftate  are  to  be  found  presbyterians,  independents,  epifco- 
palians,  baptifts,  methodifts,  quakers,  Roman  catholics,  and  jaws.  Presbyterians:' 
are  perhaps  the  moft  numerous  ;  though,  in  the  weftern  parts  of  the  ftate,  baptifts' 
and  methodifts  have  of  late  years,  increafed  confiderablv.  As  none  of  them  has  a  le- 
gal pre-eminence  over  another,  they  live  in  peace  and  harmony. 

Wild  animals.]  The  alligator,  probably  a  fpecies  of  the  crocodile,  is  found  here' 
in  and  r.ear  the  rivers,  and  is  often  deftructivc  to  fifh  and  young  creatures  about  a 
plantation.  He  is,  except  the  crocodile  in  Africa,  perhaps  the  largeft  animal  of  the 
oviparous  kind.  The  bear  is  a  fierce  animal,  but  in  many  ref peels  a  rich  prize  to  the 
Indian  hunter.  The  beaver  is  a  native  of  Carolina,  and  his«fur  is  a  precious  article  of 
American  commerce.  The  racoon  and  opoffum  are  alfo  natives  of  this  country,  but 
rarely  /qund.  The  wolf,  the  fox,  the  deer,  the  rabbit,  and  the  wild  cat,  are  all  found  in 
the  country.  Squirrels  of  various  kinds  and  different  hues  are  numerous.  One  of  thefe" 
is  called  the  flying  fquirrel,  not  from  its  having  wings  like  a  bird,  but  from  its  being 
furnifhed  with  a  fine  loofe  fkin  between  its  fore  and  hind  legs,  which  it  contracts  or; 
expands  at  pleafure,  and  which  buoys  it  up,  and  enables  it  to  fpring  from  branch  to 
branch,  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  with  amazing  rapidity. 

Manufactures.]  Little  nted  be  faid  concerning  thefe,  for  they  are  not  much  at- 
tended- to  in  this  ftate.  Nothing  of  confequence  is  manufactured  for  exportation  ;  and 
in  all  the  low  country  next  to  the  fea,  the  inhabitants  are  almoft  entirely  fupplied  by 
importation.  In  the  weftern  parts,  many  articles  of  common  wearing  apparel  are 
manufactured  out  of  wool,  cotton,  and  flax  ;  here  are  alfo  fome  mechanics,  who  fur- 
nifh  the  implements  of  agriculture. 

This  ftate  fui nifties  all  the  materials,  and  of  the  beft  kind,  for  fhip-building.  The 
live  oak,  and  the  pitch  and  yellow  pines,  are  of  a  fuperior  quality.  Ships  might  be 
built  here  with  more  eafe,  and  to  much  greater  advantage,  than  in  the  middle  and 
eaftern  ftates  -,  a  want  of  feamen  is  one  reafon  why  this  buftnefs  is  net  more  generally 
attended  to. 

So  much  attention  is  now  paid  to  the  manufacture  of  indigo,  in  this  ftate,  that  it 
bids  fair  to  rival  that  of  the  French.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  it  is  ftil I  the  practice 
of  the  merchants  concerned  in  the  Carolina  trade,  to  fell  at  foreign  markets  the  Caroli- 
na indigo,   of  the  firft  quality,  as  French. 

An  affociation,  containing  forty  of  the  moft  refpectable  planters  and  farmers  in  the 
weftern  diftrict  of  this  ftate,  has  been  eftablifhed  within  a  few  years,  for  the  promoti- 
on of  manufactures  and  agriculture. 

Hurricanes  and  whirlwinds.]  On  the  15th  of  September,  1752,  a  hurricane' 
happened  at  Charlefton,  which  caufed  the  tide  to  rife  fix  feet  in  perpendicular  height,- 
in  the  ihort  fpace  of  ten  minutes  •  and  hid  the  fea  continued  to  flow  in  this  manner 
one  hour  longer,  Chanefton  mult  inevitably  have  been  deftroyed.  But  the  wind  fhift- 
ed,  and  blouir.g  in  a  direction  with  the  gulph  ftream,  the  waters  fuddenly  abated 
without  much  damage. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1 764,  a  dreidful  whirlwind 
was  faid  to  be  obferved  in  the  Indian  country,  above  three  hundred  mdes  to  the 
weflward  of  Charlefton-*,  which,  between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame 
day,  was  feen  approaching  with  great  rapidity  within  three  miles  of  the  town.  But 
when  it  had  advanced  to  the  diftance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  Charlefton,  it  was 
oppofed  by  another  whirlwind  from  the  northeaft  •,  the  fhacK  of  their  junction  was 
fo  great,  as  to  alter  the  direction  of  the  former  more  towards  the  fouth,  by  which  a 
great  [art  of  the  town  was  preferved  from  Qtherwife  inevitable  deftruction.     Three 
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bf  the  veffels    in   the  harbour  were  overftt,  and  funk  fo  fuddenly,  that  fome  of  the 
people  in  the  cabins  had  not  time  to  come  upon  deck. 

Hurricanes,  whirlwinds,  and  violent  thunder  ftorms,  especially  the  latter,  are  fre- 
quent in  Carolina -,  but  while  they  do  great  damage,  by  deftroying  every  thing  that 
Comes  in  their  way,  they  are  alfo  of  infinite  fervice  to  the  inhabitants  by  purifying  the 
air,   and  freeing  it  from  noxious  exhalations. 

Canal.]  A  company  has  been  incorporated  for  the  purpofe  of  connecting  Cooper 
and  Santee  rivers  by  a  canal  of  twenty- one  miles  in  length.  Thefum  fuppoTed  to  be 
neceflary  to  complete  this  extenfive  work  is  fifty- five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twen- 
ty pounds  fierling.  Twenty-five  per  cent  are  allowed  by  the.  legislature,  intolh,  for 
all  monies  advanced  Hy  the  ftockhclders.  The  advantage  of  a  canal,  at  this  place,  to 
one  who  infpecls  a  map  of  the  Carolinas,  muft  appear  to  be  great,  both  to  the  public 
and  to  the  proprietors. 

Commerce.]  Rice  forms  the  ftaple  Commodity  of  this  ftite.  It  is  exported  in 
great  quantities  annually,  and  is  found  equal  in  quality  to  any  in  the  world.  Befides 
rice,  confiderable  quantities  are  exported  of  indigo,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  manv  other 
articles.  In  return,  are  imported,  all  kinds  of  European,  Eaft  and  Weil:- India  goods, 
to  i.  very  confiderable  amount. 

Befides  foreign  commerce,  the  South  Carolinians  likewife  carry  on  a  confiderable 
trade  with  the  northern  and  eaftern  ftates.  Many  articles,  which  are  the  producti- 
on cf  South  Carolina,  cannot  be  raifed  in  high  northern  latitudes  ;  and,  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  fome  of  the  conveniencies  of  life  are  produced  in  greater  perfection,  in  the 
middle  and  eaftern  ftates,  than  they  are  here.  An  exchange,  therefore,  takes  place 
for  the  riiutual  advantage  of  both  parties.  The  rice,  indigo,  cotton,  and  tobacco  of 
fhe  foath,  are  tranfported  to  the  northward,  in  exchange  for  flour,  cheele,  cider,  ap- 
ples, fifh,  fhoes,  &c. 

Banks.]  Befides  a  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  united  ftafes,  a  bank,  by  the  name 
of  the   South-Carolina  bank,   was  eftablifhed,   in  1792,  in  Charleston. 

Indians.]  The  Catawbas  are  the  only  nation  of  Indians  in  this  (late.  They  have 
but  one  town,  called  Catawba,  fituated  on  Catawba  river,  in  latitude  34  °  49",  on 
the  boundary  line  between  North  arid  South- Carolina,  which  contains  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  of  whom  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  are'fighting  men. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  nation  was  long  at  war  with  the  fix  nations,  into 
whofe  country  they  often  penetrated,  which,  it  is  faid,  no  other  Indian  nation,  from 
the  fouth  or  weft,  ever  did.  The  Six-Nations  always  confidered  them  as  the  braveft 
of  their  enemies,  tili  they  were  fin  rounded  by  the  fettlements  of  white  people,  whole 
neighbourhood,  wilh  other  concurrent  caufes,  have  rendered  them  corrupt  and  nervs- 
lefs. 

Military  strength.]  There  are  between  twenty  and  thirty  thoufand-  fighting 
men  in  :his  ftate.  About  fen  men  are  kept  to  g^.ard  foil  john<on,  on  James'  Histoid 
at  the  entrance  of  Charlefton  harbour,  by  which  no  veffel  can  pafs,  umds  the  mafter 
or  mate  take  an  o:th  that  there  is  no  malignant  diftemper  on  board.  The  militia 
laws,  enacting  that  every  freeman,  between  fixteen  and  fifty  years  of  age,  fhall  be 
prepared  for  war,  have  been  but  indifferently  obeyed  fincethe  peace.  An  unufual  de- 
gree of  military  fpirif,  however,  feems  lately  to  have  arifen  among  the  crizensof 
Charlefton.  A  number  of  volu-tter  companies  have  been  lately  formed  in  this  city, 
befides  a  troop  of  horfe,   and  the  ancient  battalion  of  artillery. 

State  of  Literature.]  Peribns  of  fortune,  before  the  late  war,  fent  their  fons 
to  Europe  for  education.  During  the  war,  and  fince,  they  have  generally  fent 
them  to  the  middle  and  northern  ftates.  Thofe  who  hive  been  at  this  eXpenfe  in  edu- 
cating their  fons,  have  been  but  comparauvely  few  in  number,  fo  that  the  literature 
cf  the  ftate  is  at  a  low  ebb.  Since  the  peace,  however,  it  has  begun  to  flourifh.  There 
Vol.  II.  6Y 
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-re  (evfral  refpfcTable  academies  in  Charlefton — one  at'Beaufort,  on  Port  Royal  iflands 
ant?  feveial  others  in  different  parts  of  the  {late.  Three  colleges  h:ive  lately  been  in- 
ccr^oia'c  1  by  law— one  at  Charleston — one  at  Winnsborough,  in  the  'liftricT  of  Cam- 
den — the  other  at  Cambridge,  in  the  diftricTi  of  Ninety-Six.  The  public  and  private 
donations  for  the  Aipport  of  thefd  three  colleges,  were  originally  intended  to  have 
been  appropriated  jointly,  -for  the  erecting  and  fupporting  of  one  refpeftnble  college. 
The  divifon  of  thde  donations  has  fruftrated  this  deiign.  Part  of  the  old  barracks  in 
Charlefton  has  been  hcndfcmely  fitted  up,  and  converted  into  a  college,  and  there  are 
a  number  of  {indents  •,  but  it  docs  not  jet  merit  a  more  dignified  name  than  that  of 
a  refpecTable  academy.  The  Mount  Sion  college,  at  Winnsbcrough,  "is  fupported  by  a 
fociety  of  gentlemen,  who  have  long  been  incorporated.  This  inftitution  flourifhesi 
and  bids  fair  for  ufefulnefs.  T  he  college  at  Cambridge  is  no  mere  than  a  grammar 
fthool.  That  the  literature  of  this  ftate  might  be  put  upon  a  refpecTable  footing, 
nothing  is  wanting  but  a  fpirit  of  enterprife  among  its  wealthy  inhabitants. 

Character.]  There  is  no  peculiarity  in  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  flate, 
except  what  strifes  from  the  mifchievous  influence  of  fiavery  ;  and  in  this,  indeed,  they 
do  not :  differ  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  fcuthern  dates'.  Slavery,  by  exempt- 
ing great  numbers  from  the  necefftty  cf  labour,  leads  to  luxury,  diflipation  and 
extravagance.  The  abfolute  authority  which  is  exerci  fed  oyer  their  (laves,  too  much 
favours  a  banality  fupercilious  behaviour.  A  difpofition  to  obey  the  chriflian  pre- 
cept, '  Do  to  others  as  you  wou'd  that  others  fnound  do  unto  you,'  is  not  cherifhed 
by  a  daily  exhibition  of  many  made  for  one.  The  Carolinians  fooner  an  ive  at  ma- 
turity, boih'in  their  bodies  and  minds,  than  the  natives  of  colder  climates.  They  pof- 
{c£*  a  natural  quicknefs  and  vivacity  of  genius,  fuperior  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
north  ;  but  frequently  want  that  enterprife  and  perfeverance,  which  are  neceffary 
for  the  higheft  attainments  in  the  arts  and  kienccs.  -  They  have,  indeed,  few  motives 
to  enterprife.  Inhabiting  a  fertile  country,  which,  by  the  labour  of  the  flaves,  produces 
plentifully^  and  creates  affluence — in  a  climate  which  favours  indulgence,  eafe,  and 
a  difpofition  for  convivial  pleasures,  they  too  generally  '.eft  contented  with  bareljj 
knowledge  enough  to  tranfact  the  common 'affairs  of  like.  There  are  not  a  fe*  in- 
ftances  however,  in  this  {{ate,  in  which  genius  has  been  united  with  application 
artd  the  effects  of  their  union  have  been  happily  experienced,  not  only  by  this  ftate 
but  by  the  united  ftates. 

The  wealth  produced  by  the  labour  of  the  flaves,  furnishes  their  proprietors  with 
the  means  of  hofpitality  ;  and  no  people  in  the  world  ufc  thefe  means  with  more,  li- 
berality. .Many  of  the  inhabitants  fpare  no  pains  or  expenfc  in  giving  the  hi.  here 
poliftrof  education  to  their  children,  by  enabling  them  to  travel,  and  by  other  means 
unattainable  by  thofe  who  have'but  moderate  forunes. 

T  he  Carolinians  are  generally  affable  and  eafy  in  their  manners,  and  polite  and  at- 
tentive to  (Grangers,  The  ladies  want  the  bloom  of  the  north,  but  have  an  engaging 
foftntfs  and  delicacy  in  their  appearance  and  manners,  and  many  of  t.:em  poffefs  the 
polite  and  elegant  accomplifhments. 

Hunting  is  the  moil  fafhionable  amufement'in  this  ftate.  At  this  the  country  gentle- 
men are  extremely  expert,  and,  with  mi-prising  dexterity,  purfue  their  game  through 
the  woods.  Gaming  of  all  kinds  is  more  difeountenanced  among  fafhionable  people  in 
this  than  in  any  of  the  touthern  ftates.  Twice  a  year,  ftatediy,  a  clafs  or  fportive 
gentlemen,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  ftates,  have  their  horfe  ra:e^.  Bets  often  or 
fifteen  hundred  guineas  have  been  form-times  laid  on  theie  occasions. 

There  is  no  inflame,  prrhaps^in  which' the  rich  clafses  of  people  trefpafs  more  on 
the  rules  of  propriety  than  in  the  mode  of  conducting  their  funerals.  That  a  decent 
refped  be  paid  to  the  dead,  is  the  natural  diclate  of  refined  humanity,  but  this  is  not 
done  by  fumptuous  andexpenfive  entertainments,  fplendid  decorations  and  pompous 
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ceremonies,  which  a  mifguided  fafhion  has  here  introduced,  and  rendered  n?ce(Tary. 
In  Charlefton,  and  other  parts  of  the  ftate,  no  perfon  attends  a"  funeral  any  more  than 
a  tfedding,  unlefs  particularly  invited.  Wine,  punch,  and  all  kinds  of  liquors,  tea, 
coffee,  cak^,  &c.  in  profufion,  are  handed  round  en  thefe  folemn  orcafions.  In  fhort 
one  would  fuppofe  that  the  religious  proverb  of  the  wile  man,  'It  is  better  to  ao  Jq 
the  houfe  of  mourning  than  to  the  hcufe  of  feafting,'  would  be  unintelligible,  and 
wholly  inapplicable  here,  as  it  would  be  difficult  to  diftinguifh  the  houfe  of  mourn- 
ing from  the  houfe  of  feafting. 

Damage  by  the  late  war.]  The  damages,  which  this  ftate  fuftain?d  in  the  lats 
war,  are  thus  efti mated  : — »the  three  entire  crops  of  1773,1783,  and  1781, all  of  which, 
were  ufed  by  the  Britifh — the  crop  of  1782,  taken  by  the  Americans— about  twen- 
ty five  thoufand  negroes — many  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  plate— and  houfehoid 
furniture  in  abundance—the  villages  of  Georgetown  and  Camden  burnt.— The  lofs 
to  the  citizens,  direitly,  by  the  plunderings  and  devaluations  of  the  Britifh  army,  and, 
indirecriy,  by  American  imprefiments,  and  by  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency, 
together  with  the  heavy  debt  of  one  million,  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
incurred  for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  in  one  aggregate  view,  make  the  price  of  inde- 
pendence to  South-Carolina,  exclufive  of  the  blood  of  its  citizens,  upwaids  of  three 
million  pounds  fterling. 

'"  Public  revenue  avd  expenses  ]  The  public  revenue  of  this  ftate  is,  nominally, 
njriety  thoufand  pounds  fterling  But  a  great  part  of  this  is  either  not  collected,  or 
paid  in  fecurities,  which  ate  much  depreciated.  The  expenfesof  government  are 
about  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

"  Mode  of  levying  taxes.]  The  greater  part  of  the  revenue  of  this  ftate  is  raif- 
ed  by  a  tax  on  lands  and  a:groes.  The  land,  for  the  nurpofe  of  being  taxed  accord- 
ing to  their  value,  are  clafied  into  three  grand  divmons  j  the  fir  ft  reaches  from  the 
fea  coaft  to  the  extent  of  the  flowing  of  the  tides  ;  the  fecond  from  thefe  points  to 
the  falls  of  the  rivers;  and  from  chence  to  the  utmoft  verge  of  the  weftern  fettle- 
ments,  mikes  the  third.  Thefe  three  divifions,  for  the  fake  of  more  exactly  afcer- 
taining  the  value  of  the  lands,  are  fubdivided  into  twenty-one  different  fpecies,  the 
moft  valuable  of  vvhich  is  eftimated  at  fix  pounds,  and  the  leaft  valuable  at  one  fh.il- 
ling  per  acre. 

'  One  per  cent,  on  the  value  thus  eftimated,  is  levied  from  all  granted  lands  in  the 
ftate. 

"  Practice  of  law.]  Previous  to  the  year  1785,  when  there  were  no  county  courts 
in  this  ftate,  the  lawyers  of  South  Carolina  all  redded  in  Charlefton,  and,  whoever 
ftood  in  need  of  juridical  advice,  was  obliged  to  .repair  thither  to  obtain  it.  But. of 
late  years  thev  have  eftabiiihed  themselves  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate,  and  many  of 
themare  eminent  in  their  profeflion;  They  are  not,  however,  fo  numerous  here,  in 
proportion  to  the  bufinefs  to  be  done,  as  they  are   in  rmny  other  of  the  united  ftates. 

Administration  of  justice.]  For  one  hundred  years  after  the  firft  fettlement 
of  this  country,  the  whole  judicial  bufinefs  was  tranfa&ed  by  one  fingle  court,  called 
the  court  of  common  pleas.  This  court  was  cbnftantly  held  at  Charlefton,  where 
all  civil  bufinefs  was  tranfacted,  and  the  public  records  preferved.  But  when  the 
country  increafed  in  population,  the  people  began  to  experience  inconveniences.  . 

To  put  an  end  to  complaints  on  this  head,  the  province  was,  in  1 767,  divided  into 
feven  diftricts.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common"  pleas  were,  at  the  fame  time, 
empowered  to  fit  as  judges  of  the  court  of  feffions,  inverted  with  the  powers  of  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  in  England,  in  the  criminal  jurifdi^tion. 

In  1785,  county  courts  were  eftablifhed  in  feyeralof  the  diftricts,  and  at  prefent 
they  are  holdeti  four  times  a  year  in  every  county  throughout  the  ftate.  Befidcs 
theic,  there. is  alfo  the  fuperior  court,  to  which  an  appeal   lies  from    the  courts  belovy. 
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Constitution. "j  The  legislative  authority  is  vefted  in  a  general  aflembly,  confift. 
ine  of  a  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-Zon? 
repi  efentatives,  and  thirty  five  fenators,  appointed  among  the  feveral  diftricts,  The' 
reprefentatives  are  chofen  for  two  years,  muft  be  free  white  men,  twenty  one  years 
old,  and  have  been  inhabitants  ofth:  fiate  three  years.  If  refident  in  the  diftrict,  they 
muft  have  a  freehold  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  ten,  negroes,  or  real  eft -,ti 
worth  one  hundred  andfifty  pounds  fterling,  clear  of  debt  •,  if  non  refklen't,  muft  have 
a  freehold  in  the  diftrict  worth  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  clear  of  debt.  The  fen- 
ators are  chofen  for  four  years,  and  divided  into  two  clafles,  one  clafs  being  chofen 
every  fecond  year.  They  muft  be  free  white  men,  thirty  years  old,  and  have  been 
inhabitants  five  years.  If  refident  in  the  diftrict,  they  muft  have  a  freehold  worth  three 
hundred  pounds  fterling,  c'earofdebt;  if  non-refident,  a  freehold  worth  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling,  clear  of  debt.  Every  free  white  man,  twenty-one  years  old, 
having  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  t.vo  years,  and  been  a  freeholder  of  fifty  acres' 
of 'and,  or  town  lot,  fix  months,  or  having  been  a  refident  in  the  diftrict  fix  months,- 
and  paid  a  tax  cf  three  (hillings  fterling,  has  a  right  to  vote  for  members  of  the  le- 
gislature. The  general  aiTcmbly  is  chofen  on  the  fecond  Monday  cf  October,  and 
meets  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  annually.  Each  houfe  choofes  its  own  of- 
ficers, judges  of  the  qualifications  of  its  members,  and  has  a  negative  on  the  other. 
A  majority  of  each  makes  a  quorum,  and  may  compel  the  attendance  of  members. 
They  are  protected,  in  their  perfons  and  eft.it es,  during  the  feflion,  and  ten  days  be-, 
fore  and  after  •,  except  in  cafes  of  treafon,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace.  They  are 
paid  out  of  the  public  treafury,  from  which  no  money  is  drawn  but  by  the  legislative 
authority.  Revenue  bills  originate  in  the  lower  houfe,  but  may  be  altered  or  rejected 
by  the  fenate.  Army  and  navy  contractot'?,and  all  officers,excepting  thofe  in  the  militia,, 
juftices  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  courts,  who  h-.ve  no  fa-tary,  are  excluded  from 
the  general  aSTembly.  The  clergy  are  excluded  from  civil  offices.  The  executive  autho- 
rity is  vefted  in  a  governor,  chofen  for  two  years,  by  both  houfes  of  afTembly  jointly 
but  he  cannot  be  re-elected  till  after  four  years.  He  muft  be  thirty  years  old,  have 
been  an  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  ten  years,  and  have  an  eftate  in  it,  worth  fifteen  hun- 
dred  pounds  fterling,  clear  of  debt.  He  can  hold  no  other  office,  except  in  the  militia. 
A  lieutenant-governor  is  chofen  in  the  fame  mmnar,  for  the  fame  time,  and  poffcf- 
fing  the  fame  qualifications  ;  and  holds  the  office  of  governor  in  cafe  of  vacancy. 
The  governor  is  commander  in  chief  of  the  military  force,  ha?  power  to  remit  fines  . 
and  forfeitures,  and  grant  reprieves  and  pardon*,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment, 
to  require  information  of  executive  officers,  to  convene  the  general  aflhnbly  on  ex- : 
traordinary  occafions,  and  to  adjourn  them  to  any  time  not  beyond  the  fourth  Mon- 
day  in  November  next  enfuing,  in  cafe  they  cannot  agree  on  the  time  themfelves. 
He  muft  inform  the  general  aflembly  of  the  condition  of  the  ftate,  recommend  (uch 
meafures  as  hefhall  judge  expedient,  and  take  care  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  exe- 
cuted in  mercy.  The  legislature  has  power  to  veft  the  judicial  authority  in  fuch. 
court,  as  it  fhall  think  proper.  The  judges  hold  their  commiflions  during  good  be- 
haviour. Thofe  of  fuperior  courts  are  elected  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houfes 
of  aflembly,  have  a  ftated  falary,  and  hold  no  other  office.  All  officers  take  an  oath 
of  fidelity  to  their  duty,  and  to  the  conftitutlon  of  this  ftate,  and  of  the  united 
Slates  •,  and,  for  malconduct,  maybe  impeached  bv  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and 
tried  by  the  fenate. — This  canftitution  aflerts  the  fupreme  power  of  the  people,  li- 
berty of  confeience,  trial  by  jury,  and  Subordination  of  the  military  to  the  civil 
power.  It  excludes  ex  poftfafto  laws,  bills  of  attainder  exceffive  bail,  titles  of  nobility 
and  hereditary  diftinct;ons. 

The  legiftecurs  has  power,  under  certau  regulations,  to  nuks  amendments  pthe 
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cohftitution.  And  a  convention  may  be  called  by  vote  of  two  thirds  of  both   branches 
of  the  whole  reprefentation. 

This    conftitution  was  ratified  June  3d,    I790  . 

History.]  In  the  year  1662,  Edward,  earl  of  Clarendon,  and  fome  other  adven- 
turers, formed  a  projedt  for  planting  a  colony  in  South  Carolina.  They  applied  to 
Charles  the  fecond  for  a  charter,  upon  which  he  granted  them  all  the  lands  ]yin» 
between  the  31ft  and  36th  degrees  of  north  latitude.  Two  years  afterwards^ 
by  a  fecond  charter,  he  enlarged  their  boundaries  from  the  29th  degree  north  latitude 
to  36  °  30,  and  from  thefe  points  on  the  fea-coaft  weft  ward  in  parallel  lines  to  the 
Pacific  ocean.  Of  this  immenfe  region,  Charles  conftituted  them  abfolute  lords  and 
proprietors,  faving  to  himfelf and  fucceflbrs  the  fovereign  dominion  of  the  country. 
Agreeably  to  the  powers  with  which  the  proprietors  were  invefted  by  their  char- 
ter, they  began  to  frame  a  fyflem  of  laws  for  the  government  of  their  colony.  A 
model  of  government,  confifting  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  different  articles,  was 
framed  by  Mr.   John  Locke. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  preparations,  feveral  years  elapfed  before  the  proprietors  of 
Carolina  madeany  ferious  efforts  to  eftablifh  a fettlement.  In  1669,  William  Sayle, 
appointed  the  fir  ft  governor,  came  over  and  took  pofleftion  of  a  neck  of  land  be- 
tween /ifhley  and"  Cooper  rivers,  the  place  where  Charlefton  now  ftands. 

Many  and  various  were  the  difficulties,  which  the  firft  fettlers  had  to  encounter 
in  this  defolate  wildernefs.  For,  befides  the  frequent  attacks  from  the  hoftile  Indians, 
they  werealfo  diftreffed  by  pirates,  and  engaged  in  wars  with  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards, who  frequently  invaded  their  coafts  with  fleets  and  armies  j  and,  in  addition 
to  thefe  misfortunes,  they  had  s'fo  internal  broils  and  quarrels  among  themfelves. 
Finding  the  fundamental  principles  of  Locke's  conftitution  inapplicable  to  their 
fituation,  their  government  afterwards  con  lift  ed  of  a  difconnected  let  of  rules,  laws 
and  refolves,  very   little  better  calculated  to  promote  the  profperity  of  the  people. 

They  therefore  quarrelled  with  the  government,  &nd  with  thofe  who  adminifier- 
ed  it. 

But  a  circumftance  happened,  which  occafioned  greater  uneafinefs,  than  anv  thing 
elfe,  and  created  more  violent  diflentions  among  the  colonifts.  The  eftabliftiment  of  the 
church  of  England  in  Carolina,  was  an  object,  which  the  proprietors  earneftly 
wifhed  to  accomplish  •,  and  at  laft,  by  force  and  intrigue,  they  effected  their  ptsr- 
pofe  •,  and  thus  excluded  the  diflenters  from  a  feat  in  the  legislature.  This  unjufl: 
and  impolitic  regulation  among  a  people  who  had  recently  fled  from  perfecution 
created  the  bittereft  animofities,  and  the  moft  implacable  refentment.  The  act,  how- 
ever, was  at  length  repealed  ;  but  the  rancour  and  hatred  produced  by  a  fenfe  of 
its  injuftice,  did  not  readily  fubfide.  They  ftill  differed  aaiong  themfelves,  and  were 
extremely  uneafy  under  the  proprietary  government. 

In  this  fituation,  and  conftantly  labouring  under  the  before  mentioned  difficulties, 
the  colony  continued  about  fifty  years;  when,  in  the  year  1728,  a  revolution  was 
accomplished,  and  the  government  was  given  up  to  the  crown  of  England.  About 
this  time  alio,  the  territory,  contained  under  the  original  charter,  was  divided  into 
North  and  South- Carolina. 

After  this  change,  Francis  Nicholftm  was  appointed  firft  governor  ;  and  upon  his 
arrival,  in  South  Carolina,  the  people  in  general  congratulated  each  other  upon  the 
profpect  of  future  peace  and  profperity.  The  voice  of  murmur  and  difcontent,  to- 
gether with  the  fear  of  danger  and  oppreffion,  was  now  baniihed  from  the  pro. 
vince. 

Under  a  mode  of  government  fimilar  to  that  of  England,  the  province  continued 
to  increafe  in  population,  agriculture  and  commerce,  for  a  number  of  years  >  till 
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at  length,  in  the  order  of  events,  the  time  had  arrived,  when  a  total  feparation  wi« 
to  happen   between  thefe  colonies  and  the  Britifh  empire. 

Amid  the  general  fuffering,  which  attended  the  great  and  virtuous  ftruggle  for 
liberty,  in  the  late  revolution,  South- Caroiina  had  her  full  fhare.  Charlefton,  the  ca- 
pital, was  in  pcfTefllon  of  the  enemy  •,  and  the  whole  country  was  ravaged  and  laid 
wafte  by  the  Kritifh  troops.  From  the  fea-fhore  to  Ninety-Six  a  diftance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  miles,  every  thing  exhibited  a  ftriking  picture  of  the  direful  effect|S 
of  a  destructive  war,  {talking,  like  a  giant  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  Sweeping 
awajr,  like  a  hurricane,  the  fruits  of  the  planter's  induftry, 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  either  joined  the  enemy,  and  fought  againft  their  coun- 
try, or  took  pi  otection  under  them,  to  fave  their  property  j  while  the  true  repub- 
licans fought  with  incredible  bravery,  and  endured  every  hardship,  to  procure  for 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  the  ineftimable  bleflings  of  liberty.  Great  were  the 
loflesof  theftate  in  point  of  property,  and  ftill  greater  by  the  death  of  many  of  its 
worthieft  citizen?.  But  the  ifuie  of  the  conteft  was  favourable}  and  no  price  is  too 
great  to  be  paid  for  the  acquifition  and  eftablifhment   of  liberty. 

Ten  years  have  elapfed  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  war  j  but  the  marks  of  its  de- 
structive influence  are  not  yet  wholly  obliterated;  though  gieat  have  been  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  citizens  to  recover  from  its  effects.  Much  however  has  been  done. 
Agriculture  has  been  diligently  attended  to.  Commerce  is  flourishing.  Arts  and  fci- 
ences  are  promoted,  and  the  time  is  faft  approaching,  when  this  Slate  will  exhibit  a 
fcene  of  wealth  and  importance,  far  fuperior  to  what  it  would  probably  haye  attained, 
under  the  Britifh  Government. 
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Situation  and  extent. 


Miles  Degrees, 

Length  600 1    b  tw  f  5  and  16  weft  longituda.' 

Breadth  250  j  L31  and  35  north  latitude. 

Boundaries.]  T)  OUNDED,  on  the  north,  by  South  Carolina  and  by  land 
1)  ceded  to  the  united  ftates  by  that  ftate  ;  on  the  eaft,  by  the  At- 
lantic ocean  •,  on  the  louth,  by  Florida  ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  MiffiSftppi. 

Civil  divisions.]  Georgia,  at  the  time  of  the  ceofus,  in  17  91,  contained  eleven 
counties,  the  population  of  which  is  ftated  in  the  following  table. 
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COUNTIKS. 


Principal  Towns. 


■  I  Camrlen  -  - 
If  J  Glynn  -- 
^Q  Liberty  -  - 
I  (^  Chatham    - 

^  Effingham 
«<5  )  Richmond  ■ 
3  t  S    n. 


^ 


S  =s 


Ml 


Bmke  -  - 
Walhingtcm 
Wilkes  .  , 
Franklin  -  . 
Greene    - 


St.    Msry's 
Bninfwic 
Stinbury 

Savannah,  lat.  32  °  5I   8+6 
lEbenezer  -  J  627 

'Augusta,  lat.  33  Q  30' 189+ 
iWaynefburg 
Golphintxm 
,Wafhington 


7° 
4*6 


-ii8o8 
9*7 


iCarnefville 
Greenffiurg 


Total, 


5'^"*,  (674° 

225 
1027 


96 
87 
1613 
480  I  130 

536      71' 
'925    3343 

1014.    1885 


243 


•4:        70 

•5,   *I5 

27  4OJ2 

112  8201 

I  76P 

39  4'»o 

1  i  2394 

2 1   ^94 
216  j  '  180  72^8 

4!7  I        I    «*6- 
ib82        8  1377 


n 


66 


413 
53fi5 
10769 

V4     J 

"3'7  1 

q-67      f  2,533° 
4,5  52     J 
3'S-o   -\ 

'°4»     i  > 37946 
J 


54=>5 


1404J  2^739  386  29264J 


82548 


Since  which  tinje,  there  have  been    nine  new  counties  laid  ofF,  viz. 
Columbia,  Hancock,  Briar, 

Elbert,  Warren,  M'lntofli, 

Oglethorpe,  Scriver,  Montgomery. 

Rivers.]  The  Savannah  rive;,  which  wafhes  the  northern  part  of  this  ftate,  takes 
Its  rife  in  two  branches,  called  Tugulo,  and  Keowee,  in  the  Cherokee  mountains  and 
after  a  ferpentine  courfe  of  about  five  hundred  miles,  difcharges  its  waters  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  feventeen  miles  below  the  town  of  Savannah. 

The  general  courfe  of  the  river  is  from  north-weft  to  fouth-eaft.  It  is  r.avio-abfc  for 
large  yeflels  as  far  as  Savannah  j  and  for  boats  that  carry  eighty  or  riinety  hogfheads 
of  tobacco,  as  far  as  Augufta, 

About  three  miles  above  Augufh,  you  meet  with  confiderabie  falls,  which,  how- 
ever, in  high  frefhets,  do  not  obftrudt  the  boats  from  coming  down  with  tobacco. 
The  experiment  is  dangerous,  and  the  motion  of  the  boats  extremely  rapid;  but 
they  frequently  pafs  the  faljs  with  twenty  or  thirty  hogfheads,  and  arrive  fafe  at 
Augufta.  At  this  place,  the  river  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  and 
from  ten  lo  fifteen  feet  deep.  The  tranfportatior.  up  and  down  this  river  is  attended 
with  confiderabie  danger  and  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  logs  and  flumps,  which. 
are  concealed  under  water  ;  and  which  frequently  overfet  the  boats  loaded  wirh  tobac- 
co. The  clearing  the  navigation,  which  would  not  be  very  expenfive,  is  an  object 
that  deferves  the  attention  of  the  legiflature.  In  the  year  1790,  nearly  two  hundred 
hogfheads  of  tobacco  were  loft  going  down  this  river.  At  its  entrance,  which  is  cal- 
led Tybee  bar,  in  latitude  31",  57  °  ,  there  is  fixteen  feet  of  water  at  half  tide. 

The  Ogechee  is  a  river  twenty  miles  fouth  of  the  Savannah,  and  runs  nearly  para!  - 
lei  wjth  it.  It  is  a  (hallow  river  j  but  at  many  feafons  of  the  year,  the  waters  are  fuf- 
ficiently  deep  for  the  conveyance  of  tobacco,  and  other  produce,  in  boats,  from  the 
.GreatShoals,  as  they  are  called,  about  one  mile  above  Georgetown,  to  the  ocean.  It 
akes  its  rife  in  the  high  lands  in  Greene  county,  and  interlocks  with  the  head  bran- 
ches of  Little  River.  At  the  mouth  of  this  river,  Ogechee,  is  laid  out  a  town  called 
Hardwick,  a  port  of  entry,  which  bids  fair  in  time  to  be  a  place  of  confequence.  This 
riyer  empties  itfelf  into  the  ocean  at  W  a  flaw  Sound. 
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The  Alatamaha  is  about  forty  miles  Couth  of  the  Ogechee,  and  runs  nearly  paral- 
lel with  it  and  the  Savannah  river.  It  is  a  large,  extenfive,  and  very  fine  river,  with 
abundance  of  moft  excellent  land  on  its  banks.  Jt  derives  its  fource  from  the  moun- 
tains between  the  head  waters  of  the  Savannah  and  Appalachicola  rivers.  It  is  formed 
by  t'vo  large  branches,  the  Ock-mulgee  on  the  fouth,  and  the  Oconee  on  the  north, 
each  of  which  receives  feveral  very  confiderable  rivers,  parting  through  a  vaft  body 
of  extremely  rich  land.  The  junction  of  thefe  two  rivers  is  about  one  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  the  fea.  From  the  fource  of  the  Oconee  to  the  mouth  of  the  Alatamaha, 
is  notlefs  than  three  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  a  direct  courfe,  and  above  five  hun- 
dred alone  the  meanders  of  the  river.  It  difcharges  its  waters  by  feveral  mouths  into 
the  ocean. 

Between  the  Alatamaha  and  St.  Mary's  river,  there  are  the  Turtle,  Little  St- 
tii'a,  Great  Sitilla,  and  Crooked  rivers,  all  too  inconfiderable  to  merit  particular  de- 
fcrirtion,  St.  Mary's  is  a  deep  and  noble  river,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  loutherra 
boundary  of  the  united  ftates  of  America.  It  empties  itfelf  into  Amelia  found,  in 
Iat.  30',  44  °  ,  ard  is  navigable  for  h>rge  veflels  to  the  diftance  of  nearly  one  hundred 
miles  from  its  mouth.  The  lands  upon  this  river  produce  vaft  quantities  of  live  oak 
and  red  cedar,  fuitable  for  fhip-building,  which  are  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies  and 
the  northern  ftates,  for  that  purpofe. 

Face  of  the  country.]  From  the  river  Savannah  to  that  of  St.  Mary's,  which, 
on  the  eafr,  includes  the  whole  breadth  of  the  ftate,  and  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to 
the  diftance  of  about  fifty  miles  weftward,  the  country  is  extremely  flat  and  level, 
broken  neither  by  hills,  mountains,  rocks,  nor  ftones  •,  but  one  continued  plain, 
covered  with  large  pitch  pines.  As  you  advance  farther  into  the  ftate,  to  the  weft- 
ward,  the  country  becomes  a  little  broken,  and  you  are  alternately  prefented  with 
hills  and  vales,  but  none  of  them  of  confiderable  height  or  extent,  and  only  fufficient 
to  relieve  the  tedioufnefe  of  perpetual  uniformity.  This  is  the  appearance,  with  fome 
little  increafe  in  the  hills  and  vallie's  to  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  the 
flat  country.  The  upper  part  of  the  ftate  is  more  uneven  and  mountainous  ;  but  there 
is  no  mountain  which  merits  a  particular  defcription,  except  that  vaft  and  lofty 
main,  uhich  extends  through  North.  America,  known  bj  the  name  of  the  Alle- 
gany mountains,  which  terminates  in  this  ftate,  about  (ixty  miles  fouth  of  its  nor- 
thern boundary  line  •,  and  to  the  fouthward  lies  a  level,  fertile  country,  extending  to 
the  gulf  of  Mexico. 

Soil  and  productions.]  The  foil,  in  many  places,  is  rich  and  fertile;  in 
others,  poor  and  barren.  There  is  much  of  each  kind-,  but  a  confiderable  portion  of 
that  which  is  called  pine  barren,  though  a  fhallow  foil,  is  found  by  experience,  when 
firft  cleared,  to  produce  Indian  corn  for  feveral  years. 

The  ifland  on  the  fea  coafts,  in  their  natural  ftate,  are  covered  with  a  plentiful 
growth  of  pine,  oak,  and  hiccory,  live  oak  and  red  cedar.  The  foil  is  a  mixture  of 
fand  and  black  mould,  compofing  what  is  commonly  called  a  grey  foil.  A  confider- 
able part  cf  it,  particularly  that  whereon  grow  the  oak,  hiccory,  and  live  oak,  is 
very  fertile,  and  yields,  on  cultivation,  good  crops  of  indigo,  cotton,  corn,  and  po- 
tatoes. Thefe  iflands  are  furrounded  by  navigable  creeks,  between  which  and  the 
main  land  is  a  large  extent  of  fait  marfh,  fronting  the  whole  ftate,  not  lefs,  on  an 
average,  than  four  or  five  miles  in  breadth,  interfected  with  creeks  in  various  di- 
rections, admitting,  through  the  whole,  an  inland  navigation,  between  the  iflands  and 
the  main  land,  from  the  north  eaft  to  the  fouth-eaft  corners  of  the  ftnte.  The  foil  of 
the  main  land,  adjoining  the  creeks  and  marih.es,  is  very  much  of  the  fame  quality 
with  that  of  the  iflands,  except  that  which  borders  on  thofe  creeks  and  rivers.  On 
thefe,  immediately  after  you  leave  the  falls,  begin  the  valuable  rice  fwamps,  which 
o»  cultivation,  amply  compenfate  the    induftrious  planter^  and  afford  a  principal  ftaple 
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df  commerce.  .  The  mod  of  the  lands  which  have  been  cultivated  for  the  production 
of  rice,  lie  on  rivers,  which,  as  far  as  the  tide  flows,  are  called  tide-lands,  or  on  creeks, 
and  particular  branches  of  water,  flowing  in  fome  low  parts  of  the  land,  which  are 
Caljed  inland  fwamps,  and  extend  back  into  the  country  from  twenty  to  twenty- five 
miles,  beyond  which  very  little  rice  has  hitherto  been  cultivated  ;  though  fome  few 
experiments  have  proved,  that  it  may  be  cultivated  with  tolerable  fuccefs,  to  the  dif- 
tan'e  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  the  fea.  In  all  the  fl.it  country,  in  the 
intermediate  fpaces  between  the  creeks  and  rivers,  except  a  parcel  which  lies  on  the 
river  St  Mary's,  which  is  more  fertile,  the  lands  are  of  an  inferior  quality,  covered 
principally  with  pines,  and  called  pine  barrens.  Thofe  lands,  however,  as  the  trees 
are  not  thirk,  pr  duce  a  kind  of  wild  grafs  and  fmall  reeds,  and  afford  an  excfllent 
range  for  feeding  and  railing  of  cattle,  where  they  are  well  fupported  both  fummer 
and  winter. 

It  is  not'uncommon,  even  in  the  months  of  December  and  January,  to  bring  young 
cattle  from  thefe  ranges  to  the  flaughter-houfe  •,  and  the  beef,  though  not  very 
fat,' is  neverthelef<!  tolerably  good.  Some  few  ridges  are  found  ioterfnerfed  among 
thefe  barren  lands,  the  foil  of  which  is  better  calculated  for  the  production  of  corn 
and  indigo,  and  the  timber  is  principally  oak  and  hiccory ;  but  thefe  are  very  little 
elevated  above  the  circumjacent  grounds.  The  lands  adjoining  all  the  above-mentioned 
rivers,  are  nearly  level,  and,  for  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  the  mouths 
of  the  rivers,  preferve  a  breadth  from  two  to  four  miles ;  and  wherever  the  hills 
and  ridges  come  into  contact  with  the  banks  of  the  rivers  on  one  fide,  you  always  find 
low  lands  and  fwamps  extending  equally  far  on  the  other.  This  feems  to  be  uniformly 
the  cafe,  till  you  come  to  that  part  where  the  rivers  cut  the  mountains.  At  the  dif- 
tance of  thirty  or  forty  miles  from  the  fea,  as  you  proceed  weftward,  the  foil  changes 
from  a  grey  to  a  red  colour,  and  here  the  timber  confifts  of  an  intermixture  of  pine, 
oak  and  hiccory.  In  fome  places  it  is  gravelly,  but  fertile,  and  fo  continues  for  a 
number  of  miles,  gradually  deepening  the  reddifh  colour  of  the  earth,  till  it  changes 
into  what  is  called  the  mulatto  foil,  confifting  of  black  mould  and  red  earth.  Higher 
up  in  the  country,  the  foil  is  nearly  black,  and  extremely  fertile.  The  timber  confifts' 
of  oak,  hiccory,  walnut,  maple,  mulberry,  &o. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  upper  country  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture 'of  wheat, 
cotton,  tobacco,  Indian  corn,  and  indigo  •,  but  the  emigrants  to  this  part  of  the  flats 
have  hitherto'turned  their  principal  attention  to  the  culture  of  tobacco  which  at  pre- 
fent  is  the  ftaple  of  the  weftern  country.  But  as  the  cultivation  of  this  plant  foon  ex- 
haufts  the  richnefs  and  ftrength  of  the  beft  land,  we  may  reafonablv  expect  that  it' 
will  foon  be  declined,  and  the  production  of  wheat,  in  a  great  meafure,  fubftituted  in 
its  room,  tlpon  a  furvey  of  this  ftate  in  general,  the  following  are  the  articles  of  pro  - 
duce  to  which  the  farmers  and  planters  direct  their  attention,  viz.  wheat,  rye,  In- 
dian corn,  tobacco,  indigo,  rice,  and  cotton  ;  among  thefe  tobacco,  in  the  upper  coun- 
try, and  ri:e,  in  the  low  country,  are  the  objecls  of  the  greateft  attention,  and  fupenor 
to  any  in  America.  Befides  thefe,  they  cultivate  potatoes,  oranges,  peaches,  apples, 
and  pomegranates.  The  brandy,  which  is  diftilled  from  peaches,  when  it  has  age, 
is  an  excellent  liquor,  milder  than  even  French  brandy.  Of  apples,  there  are  but  fe  w 
raifed  in  this  ftate  ;  but  the  hilly  country  being  well  adapted  to  this  kind  of  fruit,  the 
planters  may  in  time,  turn  their  attention  to  rearing  of  orchards.  In  many  parts  of 
the  ftate  are  produced  as  fine  water-melons  as  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  world  •,. 
fome  of  them  weighing  forty-five  and  fifty  pounds.  .. 

From  fome  experiments  lately  made,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  foil  and  climate 
aJe'finely  calculated  to  compenfate,  liberally,  thofe  who  may  turn  their  attention  to 
the  culture  of  vines.  ,    ,  r  ~ 

In  every  part  of  this  ftate  are  raifed  crops  of  fweet  potatoes,  a  very   whclefcme  ve- 
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getable,  from  which  is  made,  by  distillation,  a  kind  of  whifkey,  "tolerably  good  but 
inferior  to  that  of  rye.  Pumpkins  grow  here  in  great  abundance.  The  poorer  kind 
of  people  make  ufe  of  them  as  a  part  of  their  food.  They  are  pleafantly  tafted,  nutri- 
tious and  wholefome.  By  properly  beating  and  warning  the  potatoe,  a  fediment,  or 
Starch,  is  made,  which  has  obtained  the  name  of  fago,  and  anfwers  all  the  purpofes 
of  the  India  fago.  Moft  of  the  tropical  fruits  would  flourish  in  this  ftate  with  proper 
attention.  The  rice  plant  has  been,  and  the  tea  plant,  of  which  fuch  immenfe  quan- 
tities are  confumed  in  the  united  States,  undoubtedly  may  be  tranfplanted  with  equal 
advantage.  The  foil  and  temperature  of  climate,  indicate  fuccefs  to  future  experiments. 
On  the  whole,  considering  the  latitude,  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  mildnefs  of 
the  climate,  we  look  forward  to  the  time,  when  this  will  be  one  of  the  moft  flourish  - 
ing  of  the  united  ftates. 

Climates,  and  its  effects. "]  From  the  latitude  and  Situation  of  this  ftate,  it  will 
readily  be  conceived,  that  it  muft  neceffarily  experience  a  very  considerable  degree  of 
heat,    The  almoft  vertical  rays  of  the  fun  aft  with  powerful  influence  through  a  long 
and  fcorching  fummer.     But  thefe  effects  are  mitigated  and  intercepted  by  refrefh- 
ing  breezes,  which  generally  fpring  up  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  by  fre- 
quent thunder  Showers,  which  cleanfe  and  purify  the  air.   The  winters,  in  general,  arc 
extremely  mild  and  pleafant.  Snow  feldom  falls  in  any  part  of  the  ftate,  except  on  the 
mountains  in  the  northern  part  ;  yet  on  the  27  of  December,  1792,  a  fnow  fell  at  Au- 
gufta  upwards  of  eight  inches  deep,    which    continued  upon  the  ground    for  feveraj 
days,  before  it  wafted  away.  But  inftances  of  this  kind  are  extremely  rare  In  the  cold- 
eft  nights  in  December,    ice  is  fe'dom  feen  half  an  inch  thick,  even  on  ftanding  water, 
and  the  running  ftreams  are  never    frozen.     In  fticrt,  though  vegetation,  during  the 
winter   fesfon,   is   considerably   checked,    the  frofts   are   never  fufficientiy   fevere  to 
prevent  the  growth  of  cabbages,  lettuce,  radiShes  &c.  in  the  gardens.  At  Christmas, 
the  inhabitants  generally  plant  their  early  peas,  and  they  are    fit    to  gather  in  March 
and  April.  In  fome  parts  of  the  ftate,  near  the  rice  fwamps  and  Stagnant  waters,  the' 
air  is  not  falubrious  ;  but  in  the  .hilly  country,  the  air  is  generally  pure,  and  the  water 
wholefome.  At  the  South- eaft  part  of  the  ftate,  which  lies  neareft  to   the  tropical  re- 
gions, the  atmofphere  is  more  or  lefs  agitated  by  the  effects  of  the    trade  winds.     At 
Savannah,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  during  the  hotteft  part  of  the  feafon,  the  mercu- 
ry, in  Farenheit's  thermometer,  placed  in  the  Shade,  generally  ;rifes   to  ninety- eight 
degrees.  It  has  been  faid,  that  an  egg  may  be  roafted  in  the  fand,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Savannah  river,  in  feven  minutes  and  an  half.    It  may  feem  improbabie,  to  thofe  who/ 
have  not  made  the  experiment,  but  it  is  true  as  Strange,  that  the  fummer  nights,  in  this 
ftate,  are  more  pleafant,  and  considerably  cooler,  than  are  experienced  at  the  fame  fea- 
fon, in  any  of  the  ftates  to  thenorth  of  the  Potowmac.  The  effect  of  all  warm  climates 
upon  the  inhabitants,  is  generally   to  produce  an  averfion  to  labour  ;  and  the  neceSTity 
of  labour  being  in  fome  meafure  fuperfede i  by  the  liberal  bounties  ot  nature,   the  in- 
habitants have   more  leifure  for  fecial  amufements,  and  fometimes  greater  inclination 
to  indulge  in  fcenes  bordering  on  luxury  and  extravagance.   But   thefe  ^indulgences  are 
generally  followed  by  difeafes,  which  while  they  puniSh  the  offender,  in  fome  meafure 
correct  the  evil.     The  difeafes,  which  are  the  effect   of  the  climate  here,  are  generally 
bilious,  intermittent  andnervcus  fevers,  pleurifiis,&c.  The  putrid  noxioustexhalations, 
from  the  ftagnart  waters,  are  very  injurious  to  health  ;   hence  near  the    fwamps  and 
lowlands,  the  inhabitants  are  the  moft  Sickly  ;  and,   in  many    places,   the  water  being 
bad,   neceSTity,  aided,  perhaps,   by  habitual  inclination,   has  made  it  cuftomary  to  ufe 
iarge  quantities  of  fpiritous  liquors;  and  thefe  often  produce  difeafes,  andprove  injurious 
to  the  constitution. 

But,  on  the  whole,  it  may   with  truth   be  aflVrted,  thit  writers,  in  genera',  have 
exaggerated  the  noxious  effect  of  this  climate  ia  producing  difeafes,   and  that  it  is 
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by  no  means  fo  unhealthy  as  it  has  generally  been  reprefented,   or  conceived,  by  any 
perfons  inhabiting  more  northern  latitudes. 

Principal  towns.]  Augufta  is  the  feat  of  government,  and  the  capita!  town  of  this 
ftate.  It  is  fituated  upon  the  fouth  weftern  bank  of  the  Savannah  river,  on  a 
beautiful,  exten five  plain,  five  miles  in  length,  and  one  and  a  half  in  breadth.  It  is 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  north-weft  of  the  town  of  Savannah  by  land,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  from  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  river,  including  its  meanders. 
The  town  is  regularly  laid  out,  the  ftreets  all  crofting  at  right  angles.  It  contains 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  and  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  inhabitants. 
It  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1760,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  and  is  now  under 
the  direction  of  a  mayor  and  feveral  aldermen.  The  public  buildings  are,  an  academy 
a  large  court-houfe,  which,  likewife,  is  made  ufe  of  for  the  purpofes  of  legiflarion,  a 
market  houfe,  a  new  ftone  jail,  a  church,  government  houfe,  where  the  or0vernoiv 
fecfetary  of  ftate,  and  other  public  officers,  tranfact  their  bufinefs,  and  three  large 
ware-ho.ufes,  capable  of  containing  ten  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco.  The  academy, 
in  the  year  1791,  was  under  the  direction  of  two  tutors  and  a  profefTor  of  oratory, 
and  contained  between  eighty  and  ninety  ftudents.  Its  external  government  is  con- 
ducted by  a  board  of  truftees,  who  are  a  body  corporate  in  law.  They  have  large 
funds  for  the  benefit  of  the  inftitution,  confiding  of  lands,  houfes,  and  money,  to 
the  amount  of  feveral  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  From  the  advantages  that  this  in- 
ftitution enjoys,  it  is  probable  it  will  hereafter  become  very  refpectable. 

This  town  is  the  feat  of  much  commercial  bufinefs  :  being  fituated  in  the  centre 
.of  the  ftate,  it  commands  the  trade  of  the  whole  upper  country.  H  ither  the  planters 
refort  for  the  fale  of  their  produce,  and  carry  home,  in  return,  American,  European, 
and  Weft- India  goods.  In  179 1,  upwards  of  fix  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco  were 
infpected  at  this  place.  Oppofite  the  centre  of  the  town  is  erected  a  large  bridge, 
nineteen  feet  wide,  acrofs  the  Savannah  river,  which  unites  Georgia  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, This  bridge  will  prove  of  great  commercial  benefit  to  the  town  of  Augufta, 
by  inducing  the  planters  in  the  upper  part  of  Carolina,  to  bring  their  produce  to  this 
market.  In  178^',  on  the  fpot  v/here  the  town  now  ftands, there  were  not  five  houfes: 
it  has  rifen  into  exiftence  with  aftonifhing  rapidity,  and  is  it-ill  raft  increafi.ig  in  build- 
ings, commerce,  and  every  kind  of  improvement.  Augufta  has  theadvantage  of  a 
jnoft  beautiful  fituation  ;  and  as  it  enjoys  a  good  climate,  and  is  furrounded  by  fertile 
lands,  it  will  one  day  become  of  great  importance. 

!  Savannah,  the  former  feat  of  government  in  this  ftate  and  which  may  now  be  con- 
fidered  as  its  commercial  capital,  is  fituated  upon  the  fouth  bank  of  the  river  of  the 
.fame  name,  feventeen  miles  from  its  mouth.  It  ftands  on  a  high  fandy  bluff,  which 
is  elevated  fifty  feet  above  the  water,  the  land  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  low.  It  is 
regularly  built  in  the  form  of  a  parallellogram,  and  contains  about  two  hundred  and 
forty  dwelling  houfes,  one  epifcopal  churcb,  a  German  Lutheran  church,  a  pref- 
byterian  church,  a  fynagogue,  and  court-houfe.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  blacks,  amounts  to  upwards  of  nine  hundred.  In  Savannah,  and  with- 
in acircumfernce  of  about  ten  miles  from  it,  there  were,  inthe  year  1787,  about 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  inhabitants.  Of  thefe  one  hundred  and  ninety  two  were' 
above  fifty  years  of  age,  and  all  in  good  health.  The  ages  of  a  lady  and  her  fix  chil- 
dren then  living  in  the  town,  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  eighty  five  years.  This 
computation,  which  was  actually  made,  ferves  to  fhow,  that  Savannah  is  not  really  (o 
unhealthy  as  has  been  generally  reprefented. 

Wafhington  is  the  feat  of  juftice  in  Wilkes  county.  It  is  fituated  in  the  upper 
country,  fifty  miles  to  the  weftward  of  Augufta.  It  contains  about  thirty  houfes,  a 
court  houfe  and  jail.  It  ftands  in  a  high  and  healthy  country,  where  the  waters  are 
good,    and  is  the   refort  of  many  invalids  from  the  low  country  during  the  fickly 
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months,  which  are,  Auguft,  September,  and  October,  Sunbury  is  a  fea  port  town,- 
favoured  with  a  fafe  and  convenient  harbour.  Several  fmall  iflands  intervene  and  - 
partly- obftruct  a  direct  view  of  the  oceans  and  interlocking  with  each' other,  render 
the  p'affage  out  to  fea  winding  but  not  difficult.  It  is  a  very  pleafant  healthy  town, . 
and  is  the  refort  cf  many  peiions,  during  the  fickly  months,  from  the  more  unheal- 
thy parts  of  the  adjacent  country  .  It  was  burnt  by  the  Britifh  during  the  American 
war,  but  is  again  ircre?fing  flcwly  in  populoufnefs  and  importance.  Brunfwick,  in 
Glynn  county,  latitude  3  J  °  ,  ic/,  is  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  Turtle  river,  at  which 
place  this  river  empties  ifelf  into  St.  Simcn's  fi  und.  Brunfwick  has  a  fafe  harbour, 
fufficient  to  contain  the  largeft  fleet ;  and  the  bar,  at  tl  e  entrance  of  it,  has  water 
deep  enough  forvefftlsof  any  fize.  The  town  is  rtgularly  laid  out ;  but  not  yet  built. 
Frcm  its  advantageous  fituation,  and  the  fertility  of  the  back  country,  it  is  probable 
this  will,  in  it  me  future  day,  bea  me  rne  of  the  greater!  commercial  towns  in' 
the  ftate  in  Gecrgia.  Frederica  is  a  pleafantly  fituated  town,  upon  the  ifland  of  St. 
Simon,  latitude  31  °.,  15",  north.  The-  mouth  of  the  river  Altamaha  wafhes  the 
weftern  fide  <  f  his  rgie cable  ifland,  forms  a  kind  of  hay  before  the  town,  and  is  na- 
vigable far  vtfl-.  Is  of  the  greatcft  burden,  wiich  lie  along  the  wharf  in  a  fecureand: 
fafehaibour.  1  he  to^n  of  Lcuifviile,  which  is  defigned  tor  the  future  feat  of  go- 
vernment in  th.s  ftate,  and  where  the  convention  are  to  meet  in  May,  i795>  to  revile 
the  conftitution,  is  bid  out  on  the  great  Ogechee  river,  about  fevtnty  miles  from 
its  mouth  ;  but  very  few  buildings  are  yet  erected.  Probably  it  will  be  a  confi- 
de] able  length  of  time  before  the  government  will  be  removed  from  Augufta  to  this 
place. 

Commerce.]  The  commerce  of  this  ftate  is  increasing  with  very  great  rapidity. 
The  numerous  emigrations  hither  fince  the  war,  have  fettled  the  country  with  induf- 
trious  planters,  who  have  iixreafed  the  ftaple  ccmmodi:ies  to  a  great  degree.  Not 
many  years  ago,  there  were  not  more  than  fixor  feven  hundred  hogfheads  of  tobacco, 
railed  in  the  whole  ftate  •,  whereas,  at  this  time,  not  lefs  than  feven  or  eight  thoufand 
are  fhipped  annually  to  Europe  and  the  northern  ftates.  Befides  tobacco,  the  export- 
ed articles  confift  of  rice,  indigo,  cotton,  bees- wax,  corn,  fwcet  potatoes,  lumber,  na- 
val ftores,  leather,  deer-fkins,  fnake-root,  live  ftock,  &c.  In  return  for  the  various 
exported  articles  are  imported,  all  kinds-  of  European  and  Eaft-India  goods  ;  like- 
wife,  frcm  the  northern  ftates,  they  import  fifti,  potatoes,  cyder,  and  apples,  cheefe,  • 
porter,  fhoes  and  hats,  with  fundry  articles  of  farming  utenfiis.  The  farmer  and 
planters,  cfpecially  in  the  low  country,  depend  almoft  entirely  on  the  imports,  > 
for  wearing  apparel  for  themfelves  and  their  negroes;  as  likewife  for  many  imple- 
ments of  agriculture.-  For  in  this  as  in  every  other  infant  fettlement,  the  population 
is  fo  fmall,  and  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  fo  much,  and  fo  neceffarily,  turned  ' 
towards  agriculture,  thut  it  is  not  to  be  expected  manufactures  could  gain  much  grounds 
Extenfive  manufactures  are  generally  the  refult  of  a  fuperbundance  of  popula-* 
tion. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  this  ftate,  in  1772,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  ' 
thcufind,  fix  hundred  and  feventy-  feven  pounds  fterling.     The  number  of  veflels  em- 
ployed that  year,  was  two  hundred  and  flventeen. 

1  he  follcw^pg  ftatement  (hows  the  value,  in  fterling  money,  of  the  exports  of  Geor» ' 
£,ia,  for  twenty- three  years,  ard  likewife  the  number  of  vcffels  which  cleared  out  each  1 
>ear. 
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For  a  number  of  years,  fucceeding  the  laft  mentioned  date,  it  is  impoflible  to  give 
any  accurate  account  of  commercial  tranfaetions  ;  indeed  an  almoft  entire  chafm  pre- 
sents itfelf  to  our  view.  For  the  American  war  commencing  foon  after,  in  which 
Georgia  was  a  great  fufferer,  threw  every  thing  into  aftate  of  confufion,  and  nothing 
was  meditated  but  the  fafety  of  the  country,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  an  honourable 
independence.  Subfcquent  to  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  and  previous  to  the  eftablim- 
ment of  the  federal  conftitution,  a  term  of  about  fix  years,  the  attention  of  the  inha. 
bitants  was  powerfully  attracted  to  repair  the  injuries  of  a  long  and  calamitous  con- 
teft,  and  no  authentic  documents  are  found  to  afcertain  the  exact  amount  of  the  ex- 
ports or  imports  for  any  one  year.  Since  the  eftablifhment  of  the  general  government, 
rhings  have  received  a  new  acceffian  of  ftrength  and  order  ;  and  fyftem  and  profperi- 
if  have  been  the  refult. 

The  amount  of  the  exports  from  this  Mate,  commencing  on  the  ift  of  October, 
I790,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  .September,  1761,  was  four  hundred  and  ninety-one 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fevehty-two  dollars,  and  eighty  fix  cents  ;  and  from 
October  1  ft,  1792,  to  September  30,  1793, five  hundred  and  one  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty  three  dollars.  The  exportts  are  increaiing«*»immt:nfe  refources  of 
commercial  wealth  will  be  optned  and  improved,  and  Georgia  promifes  eventu- 
ally to  attain  a  high  degree  of  importance  among  her  fifter  Mates. 

Manners  and  customs.]  The  inhabitants  of  this  ftate  are  cornpofed  of  emigrants 
from  England,  Ireland,  Scotland  and  Germany,  with  fome  French  ;  and  likewife 
emigrants  from  almoft  every  one  of  the  middle  and  eafiern  ftites  of  North  America  : 
but  the  greateft  number  is  from  the  ftate  of  Virginia.  From  thefe  circumftances,  if 
will  be  eafy  for  the  reader  to  perceive  the  difficulty  of  drawing  any  portrait  of  the 
character  and  manners  of  thefe  people,  which  will  not  be  liable  to  numerous  ex- 
ceptions. Some  diftinguifhing  features  may  be  marked,  and  feme  regularities  noticed* 
People  grow  more  and  more  alike  by  habitual  connexions.  Their  character,  their  fen- 
timents,  their  manners  and  cuftoms  become  fimilar  -,  and  even  their  feelings  and  modes 
of  thinking  are  afliisiilated  by  frequent  and  focialintercourfe.  And  although,  as  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  a  fociety  may  be  formed  of  perfons  from  fcv-eral  different  nations 
of  the  world,  yet  neceffity  induces  that  kind  of  reciprocal  connexion  and  intercourfe 
which  unavoidably  and  infenfibly  deftror  the  previous  peculiarities  of  national  cha- 
fafter. . 

In  Georgia  the  manners  of  the  people  indicate  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  ftranger. 
This  infpires  him  with  confidence  •,  makes  him  eafy  with  himrelf,  and  pleafedwith 
his  company";  it  likewife  begets  an  inclination  to  catch  the  leading  manners  of  a 
people  thus  calculated  to  infpife  confidence  and  produce  focial  happinefs. 

The  effects  of  a  warm  and  relaxing  climate,  the  advantage  refulting  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  unconditional  fervants,  and  the  eafe  with  which  fubfiftence  is  acquired 
where  nature  oppofes  no  inclemencies  to  human  induftry,  all  confpire  to  produce  a 
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ftrcns  ayeifion  to  that  kind  of  labpricUs  exertjfe,  which  is  Co  rlecefia  y  in  the  morg 
unkind  regions  of  the  earth. 

A  haughty  t  .he  of  command  isprcttv  general  among  thofe  who  pofTels  fUyes.and 
is,  perhaps,  a  natural  conf.quence  of  fhvery  in  all  countries.  This  extends  to  the 
young,  as  well  as  the  old,  and  is  often  attended  with  injurious  ponfequjnces  fp  the 
umper  and  difpofition  of the  rifipg  generation. 

i  !  tir  diverfions  are  dancing,  playing  at  billiards,  cards  and  back-gammon,  horfe- 
lacing,  cock-fighting,  and  hunting.  Thelattei  is  often  performed  in  a  very  agreeable 
manner.  A  pam  is  formed,  confitling  of  fifteen  or  twenty  men,  with  iervanrs  fur- 
nifned  with  bread  and  fpiri'.ous  hquois  Efficient  for  the  confumption  pf  the  day  : 
and,  being  all  well  mounted  on  horfeback,  with  light  fowling  pi.-ces,  they  enter  the 
vooc's,  and  direct  their  com  ft  to  the  well  known  haunts  of  the  deer.  Here  the  gentle, 
men  air&nge  themfelves  in  Inch  a  manner,  tha(t  if  a  d.er  is  ftkrteH,  it  is  sirnbft 
impoffibie  for  him  to  efcape  being  fhot  by  fom:  one  of  the  company.  Atyi  as  thefe 
animals  are  plenty  in  this  country,  it  is  not  long  before  one  is  brought  dead  to 
the  place  of  the  intended  repaft,  which  is  under  fome  lofty  oak,*  by  the  file  of  the 
r.caitft  fpring.  lice  he  is  barbacued,  and  the  company  regale  th^mfeives  through 
the  reft  of  the  day  in  a  truly  fociable  and  agreeable  manner. 

Uniform  hofpitality  to  ftrangers,  obliging  kindr.efs  to  the  fi:k  whether  rich  or 
poor,  eafy  and  polite  manners,  and  a  manly  generofity  in  their  focial  erftertainmen's, 
are  amor.g  the  virtues  of  the  Gtorgmi-s,  increafe  the  happin.fs  of  their*  fociety, 
and  fmooth  the  rough  paths  of  human  life. 

Religion.]  The  different  religious  feels,  inhabiting  this  ftate,  are  epifcopalians; 
prefbyterians,  baptifts,  method ifls,' Roman  catholics,  quakers  and  Jews.  The  baptifts 
and  methocifts  are  the  moft  numerous,  and  inhabit  the  upper  part  cf  the  flare  Of 
prebyttrians  and  episcopalians*,  there  is  perhaps  about  an  equal  niimbtr  fcitt -ied  thro' 
different  parts  of  the  ftate  Of  the  catholics  there  is  only  one  fociety  in  Georgia.  The 
quakers  likewife  are  not  numerous,  and  the  Jews  have  only  ;>ne  fvnagogue,  which  is 
hi  Savannah.  In  Augufta  there  is'a  meeting-houfe  or  church,  which  has  generally  been 
free  for  minifters  of  every  denomination. 

In  Midway  there  is  a  fociety  of  chriftians  efta'-diihed  on  what  is  called  the  congre- 
gational plan,  which  is  very  little  diiferent  from  that  of  the  prcsbyterians  Their  an- 
ceftors  were  emigrants  from  jhe  'ftate  of  Mifi'achufetts.  They  fettled;  at  firft,  in  South 
Carolina  ;  but  afterwards  removed  and  fettled  at  Midway.  ..t  is  laid  that  they  retain, 
in  a  great  meafuie,  the  principles  and  mannas  of  their  anceftors,  the  firft  fettlers  of 
New-England. 

Literature.  ]  No  great  attention  has  hitherto  been  paid  to  the  promotion 
of  literature,  in  any  pait  of  the  ftate,  except  at  the  feat  of  juftice  in  each  count/. 
The  flourifhin"  ftate  of  the  academy  of  the' town  of  Aug'jftahas  already  been  defcri. 
bed. 

In  Chatham,  Liberty,  and  Wilkes  counties,  academies  are  eftablifhed,  and  rising  faft 
into  ufefulnefs  and  importance. 

A  college,  with  ample  and  liberal  endowments,  from  the  legiflature,  is  inftituted  in 
Louifvilie,  the  intended  capital  of  the  ftate,  in  a  high  and  healthy  part  of  the  coun  . 
try,  near  the  centre  of  the  ftate. 

There  i<  a'fo  provifion  made  for  the  inftitution  of  an  academy  in  each  county,  to 
befupported  from  the  fame  funds  and  confidered  as  parts  and  members  of  the  fame 
inftitution,  under  the  general  fuperintendance  and  direction  of  a  prefident  and  board 
of  truflees,  acpointed  from  the  different  parts  of  the  ftate,  and  inverted  with  the  cuf- 
tomary  powers  of  corporations.  The  inftitujon  thus  compofed,  is*  denominated1 're* 
itftitrjity  oj Georgia."  * 
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The  governor,  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentativas,  and  the  chief  juftice  of 
the  rtate,  are  aflbciated  -with  the  board  of  truftees,  in  feme  of  the  more  important 
duries  of  their  office,  fuch  as  making  the  laws,  appointing  the  prefident,  fettling  the 
property,  and  inftituting  academies.  Thus  affociated,  they  are  denominated  "  The 
•?'  fenate  of  the  univerfity.,",  and  hold  a  regular,  annual  meeting,  at  which  the 
governor  of  the  ftate  prefides.  The  fenate  appoints  board  of  commiffioners  in  fach 
county,  for  the  particular  management  and  diredion  ofthe  academy,  and  tne  other 
fchools  in  each  county,  who  are  to  receive  their  inftructions  from  and  are  accountable 
to  the  fenate.  The  rector  to  each  academy  is  an  officer  ofthe  univerfity,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  prefident.  with  the  advice  ofthe  truftees,  and  commiffioned  under 
the  ptibjic  feal,  and  is  attended,  with  the  other  officers,  .at  the  annual  meeting  of  rhe 
fenare,  to  dtliberate  on  the  general  intereft  of  literature,  and  to  determine  on  the 
fcoutfe  of  infrruJtion  for  the  year,  in  the  univerfity.  The  prefident  his  the  general 
charge  and  infpection  ofthe  whole,  and  is,  from  time  to  time,  to  vilit  them,  and  to 
•examine  into  their  order  and  performances.  The  funds  for  the  fupport  of  thefe  fc- 
miian'es  are  principail)  in  lands,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  above  fifty  thoufand 
acres  ;  a  great  part  of  which  is  of  the  beft  quality,  and  at  prefent  very  valuable. 

The  funds,  which  the  a:ademv  in  Augufta  pofTeiTes,  have  been  mentioned  in  the 
defcription  of  the  town.  There  is  alfo  public  property,  to  the  amount  of  one  thoufaid 
pounds  fter/ling,  in  each  county,  fet  apart  for  the  purpofes  of  building  and  furnifn- 
jng  their  refpecVtve  academies.  This  property  has  been  brought  into  ufeful  operation 
in  feveral  of  fhe  counties,  and  the  time  is  fall:  approaching  when  its  beneficial  effects 
will  appear  in  r.ho^e  mere  recent  and  unimproved.  The  funds  originally  defigned  to 
fupp-  rt  the  literary  orphan  houfe,  founded  by  the  rev  George  Whitsfield,  are  chiefly 
in  rice  planfatiins  and  negroes  •,  and  have  been  in  a  very  unproductive  fituation,  but 
the  legifla'-ure,  in  i  ;oa,  on  the  djtmife  of  the  countefs  of  Huntingdon,  to  whom  mr. 
Whitfield  bequeathed  Mrs  property,  as  truilee,  pafTed  a  law  veiling  it  in  thirteen 
commiffioneis,  with  independent  powers,  to' carry  the  original  intention  of  mr.  White- 
field  into  execution  ;and,  in  compliment  to  the  countefs,  the  feminary  is  ililed  Hun- 
tingdon college.  The  funds  are  now  in  a  productive  ftafe;  and  the  commiffioners  are 
paying  off  the  debts  contracted  by  former  agents,  and  by  the  clergy  whom  the 
countefs  fent  from  England.,  in  whofe  hands  the  inftitution  was  going  fail  to  ruin. 
-.  Cur30sities  ]  On  the  banks  of  Little  river,  in  the  upper  part  ofthe  (late,  are  vi- 
sible many  monuments  ofthe  power  and  industry  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this 
country.  There  is  a  ftupendous  conical  pyramid,  or  artificial  mount  of  earth,  with  te- 
tragon terraces,  and  a  laige  fur.ken  area  ot  a  cubical  form,  encompafled  with  banks 
of  earth  •,  and' certain  traces  of  a  large  Indian  town,  the  work  of  a  powerful  nation, 
whofe  period  of  grandeur  perhaps  long  preceded  the  difcovery  of  this  continent.  In 
the  county  of  Wilkes,  within  a  miie  and  a  half  ofthe  tow.i  of  Washington,  is  a 
medicinal  fpring,  which  rifes  from  an  h  !Io  v  tree,  four  or  five  feet  in  length.  The 
infide  of  the  tree  is  covered  with  a  coat  of  nitre,  and  the  leaves  around  the  fpring, 
are  incrufted  with  a  fubftance  as'white  as  mow.  It  is  faid  to  be  a  fovereign  remedy 
for  the  fcurvy,  fcrophulous  diforders,  confumptions,  gouts  and  many  other  difeafes, 
•arifing  from  humours  in  the  Wood.  A  perfon  who  had  a  rheumatifm  in  his  right  arm, 
having,  in  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes,  drank  two  quarts  of  water,  experienced  a  mo- 
mentary chill,  and  was  thrown  into  a  perfpiration,  wfcjch  in  a  few  hours,  left  him 
entirely  free  from  pain,  and  in  perfect  health.  This  fpring,  fituated  in  a  fine,  healthy 
part  ofthe  ftate,  in-the  neighbourhoodof  Washington,  where  are  excellent  accommoda- 
tions, will,  no  doubt,  prove  a  pleafant  and  faiutary  refort  for  invalids  from  the  mari- 
time and  unhealthy  counties  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  ltates.  About  ninety  miles 
from  the  fea,  in  Burke,  there  is  a  very  remarkable  bank  of  oyfter-fhells,  of 
an  uncommon  fize.  They  run  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  with  the  fea-coaft,  in  three 
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different  ridges  near  each  other  and  occupy,  in  the  whole,  a  ipace  of  feven  miles  in 
breadth  The  ridges  commence  at  the  Savannah- river,  and  have  been  traced  to  the 
northern  branches  of  the  Alatamaha.  They  are  found  in  fuch  quantities,  that  the 
indigo  planters  carry  them  away  in  large  boatloads,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
lime-water,  to  be  ufed  in  the  manufacture  of  indigo.  There  are  many  thoufands  of 
tons  ft:!l  remaining.  They  are  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  wealth  and  convenience  to' 
the  inhabitants  ■,  as  from  thefe  are  made  their  lime  for  building,  and  for  the  miking 
of  indigo,  in  which  it  is  indifnenfably  neceffary. 

Islands.]   The  whole  coaft  of  tHs  ftate  is  bordered  with  iflands,  affording,  with 
few  interruptions,  an  inlanc  navigation  from  the  river  Savannah  to  St.  Mary's. . 

The  principal  iflands  are  Skiddaway,  Waffaw,  Offabaw,  St.  Catharine's,  Sapelo, 
Frederka,  Jekyl,  Cumberland,  and  Amelia. 

Constitution]  The  prefent  conftitutiori  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia  was  adopted1 
and  ratified  by  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  people,  on  the  c*th  of  May,  1789. 
It  is  formed  upon  a  plan  Similar  to  the  federal  conftitution  of  the  united  ftates.   All 
legiflative  power  is  veiled  in  two  diftinct  branches,    a  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives,  both  chofen  by  the  people  at  large,  and  ftiled  the  general  aflembly.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  fenate  are  chofen  for  the  term  of  three  years  ;  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
*re  chofen  annually.  The  fenate  has  the  whole  power  of  trying  all  impeachments,  and 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  impeaching.   No  money  is  drawn  out  of  the  treafu- 
ry  but  in  confequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law.  No  clergyman,  of  any  deno- 
mination, is  permitted  to  be  chofen  a  member  of  the  legislature.  The  executive  pow- 
er is  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the  governor,  who  holds  his  office  during  two  years.  He  is 
chofen  by   the  legiflature,  and  muft  have  been  twelve  years  a    citizen  of  the  united 
ftates,  and  fix  years  an  inhabitant  of  Georgia.   He  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
poffefs  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  or  other  property  to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  fterling.  He  has  a  negative  on  all  laws,  unlefs  they  are  afterwards  re-paffed  by' 
two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legiflature.  In  cafe  of  difagreement  between  the  fe. 
nate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,   in  refpect  to  adjournment,  the  governor  may  ad- 
journ them  to  fuch  time  as  he  thinks  proper.  He  fhall  receive,  at  ftated  times,  a  com- 
penfation   for   his   fervices,  which  ihall   neither  be  increafed   nor  diminished  during' 
the  period  for  which  he  is  elected  •,  neither   can  he  receive,  during  that  period,  any 
other  emolument  from  the  united  ftates,  or  any  of  them,  or  from  any  foreign  power'. 
He  is  commander  in  chief  in  and  over  the  ftate,  and  of  the  militia.    The  electors  of 
the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  legiflature  muft  be   citizens  of  the  ftate,  twen- 
ty one  years  of  age,  have  paid  taxes  for  the  year  preceding  the  election,  and  have  re- 
fided  fix  months  within  the  county.    All  elections  muft  be  by  ballot,  and  all  appoint- 
ments of  the  ftate  officers  by  the  legiflature;  except  militia  officers, and  fecretaries  of  the' 
governor,  who  are  appointed  by  the  governor  alone.     But  the  general  affembly  may 
veft  the  power  of  appointing  inferior  officers,  in  the  governor,  or  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice.  Freedom  of  the  prefs  and  trial  by  jury  fhall  remain  inviolate,  and  all  perfons: 
fhall  be  intitled  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  All  perfons  fhall  have  the  i'res  exercife  of 
religion,  without  being  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  fuppart  of  any  religious  profcf- 
ion  but  their  own.    Eftates  fhall  not  be  entailed  •,    and  when  a  perfon  dies  intefhte. 
leaving  a  wife  and   children,   the  wife  ihall  have  a  child's  (hare,  or  her  dower,   at 
her  option  :  if  there  be  no  wife,  the  eftate  fhall  be  equally   divided  among   the  chil- 
dren and  their  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  firft  degree. 

A  fuperior  court  is  to  be  holden  in  each  county,  twice  in  every  year,  in  which 
fhall  be  tried  ail  caufes  civil  and  criminal  -,  except  fuch  as  may  be  fubject  to  the  federal 
court,  and  fuch  as  may  by  law  be  referred  to  inferior  jurisdictions.  Courts-merchant 
ihall  be  held,  fubject  to  iegiflative  regulation.;  ana  "all  caufes  fhall  be  tried  m the 
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county  where  the  defendant  refides  ;  except  in  cafes  of  real  eftate,  which  mall  be 
tried  in  the  county  where  such  eftate  lies,  and  in  criminal  cafes,  which  mail  be 
tried  in  the  county  where  thea-im?  has  been  committed.  The  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  the  attorney  -general  fhall  have  a  falary  eft.iblifh.ed  by  law  •,  and  hold  their 
commiffions  for  three  years. 

The  fenate  confifts  of  one  member  from  each  county,  and  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives  of  thirty- four  members.  A  fenator  mull  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty  ei^hr, 
muft  have  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  united  ftites,  and  three  years  a  citizen  of 
Georgia.  He  muft  pofTefs,  in  his  own  right,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land, 
and  property  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  A  number  of  the  houfs 
of  reprefentatives  muft  be  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  muft  have  been  feven  years  a 
citizen  of  the  united  ftaces,  and  two  years  an  inhabitant  of  Georgia.  He  muft  poffefs 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  or  other  property  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  One-third  of  the  members  of  each  houfe  may  proceed  to  bufinefs.  Elections 
are  by  ballot. 

Administration  of  Justice.]  This  ftate  is  divided  into  two  diftricls,  called  the 
upper  and  lower  circuit  ;  and  there  are  only  two  Judges  appointed  to  fit  in  the  fupe- 
yior  court.  One  rides  the  lower,  and  the  other  the  upper  circuit,  both  commencing  at 
the  fame  time  •,  fo  that  there  is  only  one  judge  upon  the  bench  in  the  trial  of  ths 
rnoft  important  caufes,  unlets  occafionally,  when  ajunflion  happens  at  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, at  the  conclufion  of  the  circuits. 

Thefe  judges  are  inverted  with  limited  chancery  powers,  and  can  hold  courts  of 
chancery,  within  fuch  limitation,  at  any  time  when  occafion  requires.  Befides  the 
fuperior  court,  there  is  an  inferior  court,  or  court  of  common  pleas,  eftablifhed  in 
each  county,  which  fits  twice  in  a  year,  with  five  judges  appointed  by  the  legiflature. 
The  mode  of  procefs  is  extremely  fimple,  and  unincumbered  with  the  tedious  compli- 
cation and  delay  of  Englifn  rules. 

All  actions  in  the  county  courts  are  commenced  by  a  fimple  petition,  addrefTed  to 
the  judges  of  the  court,  praying  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  ftating  in  few  words  the 
nature  and  caufe  of  the  adtion. 

A  writ  iflues  fj-cm  the  cleric's  o'fke,  which  brings  the  defendant  before  the  court, 
and  in  due  time,  the  merits  of  the  cafe  are  inveftigated  and  determined  by  a  jury. 
The  county  courts  have  no  jurifdi&ion  of  criminal  cuifcs,  which  can  be  tried  only 
in  the  fuperior  court.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  the  fherifF's  court,  and  courts  held  by 
the  juftices  of  the  peace,  in  every  part  of  the  ftate. 

Indians.]  The  Mufkogee  or  Creek  Indians  inhabit  the  middle  part  of  this 
ftate,  and  are  the  rnoft  numerous  tribe  of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the  united 
ftates.  Their  whole  number,  feme  years  fince,  was  feventeen  thoufand  tvo  h  inched 
and  eighty,  of  which  five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  were  fighting  men.  They 
are  compofed  of  various  trib.-s,  who,  after  bloody  wars  thought  it  good  policy  to 
unite  and  fupport  themfelves  againft  the  Chaitaws,  &c.  They  coafift  of  the  Appala- 
chies,  A1i.ba.mas,  Abecas,  Cowetas,  Coofas,  Confhacks,  Coofachees,  Chacfihoomis, 
Natchez,  Oconies,  Oakmulgies,  Okohoys,  Pakar.as,  Taenfis,  Talepoofas,  Weetumkas, 
and  fome  others.  Their  union  has  rendered  them  victorious  over  the  Chaclaws,  mid 
formidable  to  all  the  nations  around  them.  They  are  a  well  m  tde,  expert,  hardy, 
fagacious,  politic  people,  extremely  jealous  of  their  rights  and  averfs  to  parting  with 
their  lands  They  have  an  abundance  of  tame  cattle  and  fwine,  turkeys,  ducks,  and 
ether  poultrv  ■  they  cultivate  tobacco,  rice,  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  beans,  peas,  cab- 
bage, melons,  and  have  plentv  of  peaches,  plums,  grapes,  ftrawberrie*,  and  other 
fruits.  They  are  faitnful  friends,  but  inveterate  enemies =— hofptfahle  to  fti  angers  and 
honeft  and  fair  in  their  dealing.  No  nation  has  a  mire  contemp.ble  opinion  of  the 
white  men's  faith  in  general,  than  thefe  people  ;  yet  they  place  great  confidence  in  ths 
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united  ftates,  and  wifh  to  agree  with  them  upon  a  permanent  boundary,  over  which 
the  fouthern  ftates  mail  not  trefspafs. 

The  country  which  they  claim  is  bounded,  northward,  by  about  the  34th  degree  of 
latitude  ;  and  extends  from  the  Tombeckbee,  or  Mobile  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
though  they  have  ceded  a  part  of  the  tract  on  the  fea  coaft,  by  different  treaties,  to 
the  Mate  of  Georgia.  Their  principal  towns  lie  in  latitude  30  °  and  longitude  1 1  °  20 
W.  frcm  Philadephia.  They  are  fettled  in  a  hilly  but  not  mountainous  country.  The 
foil  is  fruitful  in  a  high  degree,  and  well  watered,  abounding  in  creeks  and  rivulets,, 
from  whence  they    are  called  the  Creek  Indians.* 

The  Chactaws,  or  Fht  heads,  inhabit  a  very  fine  and  extenfive  tract  of  hilly  coun- 
try, with  large  and  fertile  pla:ns  intervening,  between  the  Alabama  and  Mifliffippi 
rivers,  in  the  weftern  part  of  thisftate.  This  nation  had,  not  many  years  ago,  forty- 
three  towns  and  villages,  in  three  divifions,  containing  twelve  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  twenty  three  perions,  of  whem  four  thoufand  and  forty-one  were  fighting  men. 

The  Chickafaws  are  fettled  on  the  head  branches  of  the  Tombeckbee,  Mobile  and 
Yazoo  rivers  in  the  north- weft  corner  of  the  ftate.  Their  country  is  an  extenfive 
plfin  tolerably  well  watered  with fprings,  and  of  a  pretty  good  foil.  They  hare  feven 
towns,  the  central  one  of  which  is  in  latitude  34  °  23'  and  longitude  14  °  30  weft. 
The  number  0/  perfons  in  this  nation  has  been  formerly  reckoned  at  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-five,  of  whom  five  hundred  and  feventy- five  were  fighting 
men. 

History.]  In  the  year  1732,  the  fettlement  of  a  new  colony,  between  the  rivers 
Savannah  and  Alatamaha,  was  projected  in  England  for  the  further  fecurity  of  Caro- 
lina, and  alfo  under  the  idea  of  granting  relief  to  indigent  families.  For  this  purpofe, 
certain  perfons  applied  to  George  II.  and  obtained  letters  patent,  bearing  date 
June  9,  1732-j-,  for  legally  carrying  into  execution  what  they  had  projected.  They 
called  the  new  province  Georgia,  in  honour  of  the  king.  A  corporation,  confifting 
of  twenty  one  perfons,  was  conftituted,  by  the  name  of  truftees,  for  fettling  and  ef- 
tablifhing  the  colony  of  Georgia.  The  truftees,  having  firft  fetan  example  themfelves, 
by  largely  contributing  towards  the  fcheme,  undertook  to  folicit  benefactions,  and  to 
apply  the  money  towards  clothing,  arming,  and  tranfporting  fuch  poor  people  as 
fhould  confent  to  go  over  and  begin  a  fettlement,  and  purchafe  utenfils  for  them  to 
cultivate  the  land.  They,  however,  did  not  confine  thefe  views  to  the  fubjects  of  Bri- 
tain but  generoufly  opened  a  door  for  oppreffed  and  indigent  proteftants  from  other 
nations.  To  prevent  any  mifapplicationorabufe  of  charitable  donations,  they  agreed 
to  depofit  the  money  in  the  bank  of  England. 

About  the  middle  of  July,  1732,  the  truftees  for  Georgia  held  their  firft  general 
meeting  •,  and,  in  November  following,  one  hundred  and  fixteen  fettlers  embarked 
for  Georgia,  having  their  paflage  paid,  and  being  furnifhed  with  neceffary  fupplies 
for  building  and  for  cultivating  the  foil.  James  Oglethorpe,  one  of  the  truftees,  an 
active  promoter  of  the  fettlement,  embarked  as  the  head  and  director  of  the  fettlers. 
They  arrived  early  the  next  year  at  Charleftown,  where  they  met  with  a  friendly 
reception  from  the  governor  and  council.     Mr.  Oglethorpe,  fhortly  after  his  arrival, 

•  General M'Gillivray,  the  celebrated  chiefcf  the  Creeks,  was  a  half-blooded  Indian,  \vg  .-nether  being  a  woman  of  high 
rank  in  the  Creek  nation.  He  was  so  highly  esteemed  among  them,  that  they,  in  a  formal  manner  elected  him  the  p 
!0\ereigTi,and  ves  e:I  him  wthconsidenble  powers.  Several  ofhis  sisters  are  married  to  leading  men  amorgthc  Creeks. 
*e  would  gladly  have  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  states  ;  but,  having  served  under  the  British  during  the  late  war,  hi» 
jV°P^y|*  Georgia,  which  was  cond  lerable,  was  confiscated.  This  circumstance  induced  him  to  retire  among  his  friends, 
ew^eks,  where,  tiil  his  deah,  he  remained  an  active  and  zealous  partizan  in  their  interests  and  pu.it.es. 

t  See  Histoiy  of  SoiuVCuoliaa.  anil  Georgia,  vol.  ii.  p.  16. 
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accompanied  by  William  Bull,  made  a  vifit  to  Georgia,  and  after  examining  the 
country,  marked  the  Spot  where  Savannah  now  ftands,  as  the  moft  proper  fituation 
upon  wh.ch  to  begin  their  fettlement.  Here  they  erected  a  fmall  fort  and  other  necef 
fcry  accommodat.ons.  The  people  were  fet  to  work  in  clearing  the  around  and 
at  ftated  times,  were  exercifcd  in  military  duty.  A  treaty  of  friendship  w?s  conclu- 
ded with  the  nejghbounng  Indians,  and  every  circumftance  was  regulated  in  the  bell 
manner  poflible  to  promote  the  future  profperity  of  the  colony. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  truftees  for  Georgia  had  been  employed  in  forming  a  plan  of 
fettlement,  and  eftabliShing  fuch  public  regulations  as  they  judged  moft  proper  to  an- 
fwer  the  great  end  of  the  corporation. 

In  this  general  plan,  they  considered  each  inhabitant  both  as  a  planter  and  a  fol- 
dier,  who  muft  be  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition  for  defence,  as  well  as  with 
tools  for  cultivation.  As  the  ftrength  of  the  province  was  their  chief  object,  they  agreed 
to  eftabliSh  fuch  tenures  of  land  as  were  moft  favourable  to  military  establishment. 
Accordingly,  lands  were  granted  on  feodal  principles,  and  could  defcend  only  to  the 
heirs  male;  and  in  cafe  the  heirs  male  became  extinct,  the  land  reverted  to  the  cor- 
poration. No  man  was  permitted  to  depart  the  province  without  licence.  All  forfei. 
tures  for  non- residence,  felonies,  &c.  went  to  the  truftees  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony. 
The  ufe  of  negroes  was  abfolutely  prohibited  ;  and  alfo  the  importation  of  rum. 
None  of  the  colonifts  were  to  be  permitted  to  tradewith  the  Indians,  unlefs  by  a  fpe- 
cial  licence  for  that  purpofe. 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the. fundamental  regulations  eftabli/hed  by  the  truftees  of  Geor- 
gia, and  perhaps  the  imagination  of  man  could  fcarcely  have  invented  a  fyftem  of 
rules,  worfe  adapted  to  the  circumftances  and  fituation  of  the  poor  fettlers,  and  of 
more  pernicious  confequence  to  the  future  profperity  of  the  province.  Yet,  although 
the  truftees  were  greatly  miftaken,  with  refpect  to  their  plan  of  fettlement,  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  their  intentions  were  benevolent. 

Befides  the  large  funis  of  money  which  the  truftees  had  expended  for  the  fettlement  of 
Georgia,  the  parliament  of  England  had  alfo  granted,  during  the  two  Iaft  years,  thirty 
fixthouSand  pounds  Sterling,  towards  carrying  into  execution  the  humane  purpofe 
of  the  corporation.  But,  after  a  repre(entation  and  memorial  from  the  legislature 
of  Carolina  reached  Britain,  the  nation  considered  Georgia  to  be  of  great  confe- 
quence, and  began  to  make  more  vigorous  efforts  for  its  fpeedy  population. 

The  firft  embarkations  of  poor  people  from  England,  being  collected  from  towns 
and  cities,  were  found  equally  idle  and  ufelefs  members  of  fociety  abroad  as  they  had 
been  at  home.  An  hardy,  bold  race  of  men,  inured  to  rural  labour  and  fatigue,  were 
highly  necefTary  for  enterprifes  of  this  kind.  To  find  men  of  this  defcription,  the  truftees 
turned  their  attention  to  Germany  and  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  refolved  to 
fend  over  a  number  of  Scotch  and  German  labourers  to  their  infant  province.  When 
the  terms  were  known  at  Invernefs,  one  hundred  and  thirty  Highlanders  immediate. 
ly  accepted  them,  and  were  tranfported  to  Georgia.  About  the  fame  time  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy  Germans  embarked  with  James  Oglethorpe,  fo  that,  inthefpace 
of  three  years,  Georgia  received  above  four  hundred  BritiSh  fubjects,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy  foreigners.  Afterwards  feveral  adventurers,  both  from  Scotland  and 
Germany,  followed  their  countrymen,  and  added  further  ftrength  to  the  province  ; 
and  the  truftees  flattered  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  feeing  it  in  a  proSperous 
fituation. 

However,  notwithstanding  all  that  Britain  had  done  for  its  pcpulation  and  improve- 
ment, it  ftill  remained  in  a  poor  and  languishing  condition.  Fiom  the  impolitic  re- 
ftrictions  of  the  truftees,  thefe  fettlers  had  no  profpects  during  life,  but  thole  of  hard- 
fhip  and  poverty  ;  and  of  confequence,  at  their  deceafe,  of  bequeathing  a  num- 
ber of  orphan*  io  the  care  of  Providence.  The  want  of  credit,  likewife,  was  an  infur- 
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mountible  ohftacle  to  its  progrefs  in  every  rdped.  At  length  the  truftees,  finding 
X^wfpeSy  washotlikdymbe  the  refult  of  their  regulations  and  ;we.r<pd  our 
WiS  the  complaints  of  the  people,  ia  the  year  175a.  ^rendered  the  charter  to  t.« 
kinrr,and  Georgia  was-made  a  roval  go^rnme it.  In  pMieqpence  of  which,  George 
II.  appointed  John  Reynolds  governor  of  the  proving,  and^a  leg.flature  fimdar  to 
the  other  royal  govWments  in  America,  was  eftablifhed  in  it.. 

In  a  few  years  after  this,  the  province  began  to  fburilh  ,  and  its  population,  agnr 
culture  and  commerce  greatly  increafid.  _ 

F.om  the  time  when  Georgia  became  a  royal  government,  in  1752.  "II  the  peace  of 
Paris,  in  1763,  (he  ftruggled  under  many  difficulties,  aruing  from  the  want  or  credit 
and  the  frequent  modulations  of  enemies. 

But,  after  the  year  176*,  the  wifdon  and  exertions  of  governor  Wright  gave  a 
new  fpring  to  induftry,  and  the  province  began  to  increafe  and  fiounlh  with  great 
rapidity.  To  form  a  right  judgement  of  the  progrefs  of  the  colony,  we   need  only   to 

In  the  year  ^763,  the  whole  exports  of  Georgia  amounted  only  to  twenty-feven 
thoufandand  twenty-one  pouads  fterliag;  but,  afterwards,  the  colony  increafed  fo 
rapidly,  that  in  the  year  1773.  it  exportei  ftaple  commadit'es  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred    and  twenty-one  thoufmd  fix  hundred  andfeventv-feven  pounds  fterling. 

Soon  after  the  laft  mentioned  period,  the  war  between  Brtain  and  America  com- 
menced, and  prerents  to  our  view  all  the  calamities  ani  devaftations  incident  to  fuch 
fcenes.  The  Britiih  army  ravaged  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  laying  wafle  the  fields  and 
plantations,  and  destroying  every  thing  in  their  way.  Mmy  of  the  inhabitants  fled 
to  the  neighbouring  ftates  for  a  place  of  fi/ety  •,  while  many  others  united  with  the 
Englifh  in  their  unjuft  attack  upan  the  country.  But  a  majority  of  her  citizens  kept 
together  in  the  field,  and  formed  a  bodv  of  nilitia  admitted,  at  that  day,  to  be  equal, 
if  not  fupcrior,  to  any  in  the  union.  Driven  from  their  habitations,  and  having  loft 
their  property  by  Bntifh  plunderers,  the  camp  became  their  home  ;  and,  irritated  by 
thofe  injuries,  added  to  the  aggravating  circurnftances  of  indelicate  Treatment  to  theiF 
families,  many  of  whom  were  fent  into  South-Carolina  w;fh  fcarcely  clothes  fufficient 
to  cover  them,  after  having  been  fubjecled  to  many  indecencies,  they  frequently 
v.reaked  their  vengeance  on  Britiih  parties,  and  were  fometimes,  perhaps  juftly, 
charged  with  cruelty  in  giving  no  quarters.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  blowing 
a  man's  brains  cut,   and  a  Georgia  parole,  werefynon'unous  terms. 

The  fufferings  of  this  ftate,  during  the  war,  were  at  lead  as  confiderable  as  thofe 
of  any  other  ftate,  in  proportion  to  its  wealth,  and  great,  r  in  proportion  to  its  num- 
bers, St.  George's  parifh,  now  Burke  county,  previous  to  the  revolution,  could  muf- 
ter  one  thoufand  fighting  men.  In  July,  1782,  when  general  Wayne  took  poffeflion 
of  Savannah,  the  whole  number  of  fighting  men,  belonging  to  the  ftate,  did  not  ex- 
ceed five  hundred. 

The  Georgians  fignalizcd  themfelves  at  the  Enoree,  at  Blackftock's,  on  Tiger 
river,  the  iron  works  of  Pacolet,  and  theCowpens,  all  in  South  Carolina,  exclufive 
of  feve.-al  fevere  actions,  in  their  own  ftate,  under  the  comnani  of  their  colonels 
Cliche,  Twiggs  andjackfon.  Generals  M'Intofh  and  Elbert  had  early  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  as  patriots  and  foldiers  in  the  continental  line  of  the  ftate,  which  was  to- 
tally cut  to  pieces,  or  ciptured  (and  after  vards  facrifi:ed  to  want  and  difeafe  on  board 
Britiih  p-ilon  fhips)  at  the  taki-.g  of  Savannah,  and  the  fubfequent  battle  of  Briar 
creek  General  Scriven  was  killed  while  gallantly  opposing  an  invafion  of  Georgia 
from  Florida  •,  ani  congrefs,  in  coallderation  of  his  fervices  and  merit,  ordered  a 
monument  to  be  erected  in    the  town  of  Sunbury,  to  his  memory. 

Since  the  conclufion  of  the  war,   population,  agriculture,  and    commerce,  have  inr 
creafed  with   great  rapidity  ;  but  thefe   have  been  retarded  by  the  wars  and  difputes 
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with  the  Creek  Indians,  who  have  made  frequent,  th«ugh  perhaps  not  in  all  inftances 
unprovoked,  attacks  upon  the  frontier  inhabitants.  On  the  13th  of  Auguft,  1700 
treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip  was  concluded,  ratified,  and  confirmed,  between  the 
United  ftates,  and  the  head  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians.  Since  that  time 
immigrations  have  been  frequent,  and  the  ftate  is  faft  increasing  in  wealth,  population' 
and  every  kind  of  improvement.  Wiikes  county,  which,  in  1782,  was  little  better 
than  a  wildernefs,  contained  in  1790,  when  the  cenfus  of  the  united  ftates  was  taken 
thirty  one  thoufand  and  five  hundred  perfons. 

Under  this  head,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take   fome    notice  of  the  rev    Georee 
Whitefield,  who,  in  the  year  1740,   founded  an  orphan   houfe   academy  inGeoreia 
about  twelve  mile*  from  Savannah.     For  the  fupport  of  this,  he  collected  large  fums 
of  money  from  all  denomination's  of  chriftians,  both   in    England  and   America      A 
part  of  this  money  was  expended  in  erecting  proper  buildings  to  accommodate  the  ftu 
dents,  and  a  part  in  fupporting  them.  In  1 768,  it  was  propofed  that  the  orphan  houfe 
mould  be  erected  into  a  college.     Whereupon,  Mr.  Whitfield  applied  to  the  crown 
for  a  charter.     In  confequence  of  fome  difpute,  the  affair  of  a  charter  was  given  up 
and  Mr.  Whitfield  made  his  affignment,  as  we  have  already  obferved,   of  the  orphan 
houfe,  in  truft  to  the  countefs  of  Huntingdon.     He  died  at  Newburyport,  in  New- 
England,  Septemoer  30th,  ^770,  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  un- 
der the  prefbyterian  church  in  that  place. 
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Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length    yoo  ~)   h.tv.Pf.n   f  37  and  50  north  latitude.   ~| 
Breadth    70O  J    Decween   [    6  and  23  wcft  longitude.  J    4*  1,000 

Boundaries.]  rX^HIS  extenfive  tract  of  country  is  bounded  north,  by  part  of  the 
_  X  northern  boundary  line  of  the  united  ftates  ;  eaft,  by  the  lakes, 
and  Pennfylvania ;  fouth,  by  the  Ohio  river  •,  and  weft,  by  the  Mifliflippi.  Mr! 
Hutchins,  the  late  geographer  of  the  united  ftates,  eftimates,  that  this  tract  contains 
two  hundred  and  fixiy  three  million,  forty  thoufand,  acres  of  which  forty-tfnee 
million,  forty  thoufand,  are  water  ;  this  deducted,  there  will  remain  two  hundred 
and  twenty  million  of  acres,  belonging  to  the  federal  government,  to  be  fold  for  the* 
difcharge  of  the  national  debt ;  except  a  narrow  ftripof  land  bordering  on  the  fouth  of 
Lake  Erie,  and  ftretching  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  weft  of  the  weftern  limit' 
of  Pennfylvania,  which  belongs  to  Connecticut. 

But  a  fmall  proportion  of  thefe  lands  is  yet  purchafed  of  the  natives',  find  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  bv  congrefs.  Beginning  on  the  meridian  line,  which  forms  the  weftern 
Boundary  of  Pennfylvania,  feven  ranges  of  townftiips  have  been  furveved  and  laid  ofF 
by  order  of  congrefs.  Asa  north  and  fouth  line  ftrikes  the  Ohio  in'an  oblique'  di- 
rection, the  termination  of  the  feventh  range  falls  upon  that  river,  nine  miles  above 
the  Muflcingum,  which  is  the  firft  iarge  river  that  fails  into  the  Ohio.  It  forms  this 
junction  one  hundred  and  feventy  two  miles  below  Fort  Pitt,  including  the  windings 
of  the  Ohio  ;     though  in  a  direct  line  it  is  buc  ninety  miles. 

On  the  lands  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguilhed,  and  which  are  now  purchaf- 
ing  under  the  united  ftates,    leveral  fettltments  are  commencing  one  at  Marietta^ 
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at  the  mouth  of  Mufkingum,  under  the  direction  of  the  Ohio  company— another 
between  the  Miami  rivers,  under  the  direction  of  colonel  Svmmss;  and  a  French 
fettlement  at  Galliopolis.  There  are  feveral  other  tracts,  which  have  been  granted  by 
con  rrefs  to  particular  companies,  and  other  tracts  for  particular  ufes,  which  remain 
■without  any  American  (ettlements. 

Civjl  divisions.]  That  part  of  this  territory  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  exringuifh- 
ed,  and  which  is  fettling  under  the  government  of  the  united  ftates,  is  divided  into 
four  counties,  as  follow  : 

Counties.  Whenerefted.  Counties.  When  erefted. 

Waihington,       1788,  July  26th.    j    St.  Clair,  1/9°,  April  17th. 


Hamilton,  1790,  Jan.  2d.       |    Knox,  1790,  June  20th. 

Thefe  counties  have  been  organized  with  the  proper  civil  and  military  officers. 
The  county  of  St.  Clair  is  divided  into  three  diftricts,  viz.  the  diftrict  of  Cahokial 
the  diftrict  of  Prairie-du  rochers,  and  the  diftrict  of  Kafkafkias.  Courts  of  general 
quarter- feffions  of  the  peace,  county  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts  of  probate, 
are  to  be  held  in  each  of  thefe  diftricts,  as  if  each  was  a  diftinct  county  ;  the  officers 
of  the  county  to  act  by  deputy,  except  in  the  diftrict  where  they  refide. 

Rivers.]  The  Mufkingum  is  a  gentle  river,  confined  by  banks  Co  high  as  to  pre- 
vent its  overflowing.  It  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  v/ide  at  its  confluence  with 
the  Ohio,  and  navigable  by  large  batteaux  and  barges  to  the  Three-Legs  ;  and,  by 
f mall  ones,  to  the  lake  at  its  head.  From  thence,  by  a  portage  of  about  one  mile, 
a  communication  is  opened  to  lake  Erie,  through  the  Cayahoga,  which  is  a  ftream 
of  great  utility,  navigable  its  whole  length,  without  any  obftruction  from  falls. 
From  Lake  Erie,  the  avenue  is  well  known  to  the  Hudfon,  in  the  ftate  of  New- 
York. 

The  Hockhocking  refembles  the  Mufkingum,  though  fomewhat  inferior  in  fize.  It 
is  navigable  for  large  boats  about  feventy  miles,  and  for  fmall  ones  much  further. 
On  the  banks  of  this  very  ufeful  ftream,  are  found  inexhauftible  qnarries  of  freeftone, 
large  beds  of  iron  ore,  and  fome  rich  mines  of  lead.  Coal  mines,  and  fait  fprings, 
are  frequent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  ftream,  as  they  are  in  every  part  of  the  wef- 
tern  territory.  The  fait,  that  may  be  obtained  from  thofe  fprings,  will  afford  an  in> 
exhauftible  ftore  of  that  neceflary  article,  Beds  of  white  and  blue  chy,  ofanex* 
cellent  quality,  are  likewife  found  here,  fuitable  for  the  manufacture  of  glafs,  crockery 
and  other  earthen  wares.  Red  bole,  and  many  other  ufeful  foffili,  have  been  obferved 
on  the   branches  of  this  river. 

The  Scioto  is  a  larger  river  than  either  of  the  preceding  and  opens  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  navigation.  It  is  paflable  for  large  barges  for  two  hundred  miles,  with  a 
portage  of  only  four  miles  to  the  Sandufky,  a  good  navigable  ftream,  that  falls  into 
Lake  Erie.  Through  the  Sandufky  and  Scioto  lies  the  moft  common  pafs  from  Ca- 
nada to  the  Ohio  and  MiffifTippi  ;  one  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  ufeful  communica- 
tions that  are  to  be  found  in  any  country.  Prodigious  extenfions  of  territory  are 
here  connected  j  and  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the  weftern  parts  of  Canada, 
Lake  Erie,  and  the  Kentucky  countries,  are  fettling,  we  may  anticipate  a  great 
intercourfe  between  them.  The  lands  on  the  borders  of  thefe  middle  ftreams,  from 
this  circumftance  alone  befides  their  natui-al  fertility,  muft  be  rendered  vaftly  valua- 
ble. The  flour,  corn,  flax,  hemp,  &c,  raifed  for  exportation,  in  that  great  country, 
between  the  Lakes  Huron  and  Ontario,  will  find  an  outlet  through  Lake  Erie  and 
thefe  rivers,  or  down  the  Miififlippi.  The  Ohio  merchants  can  give  a  higher  price  than 
thofe  of  Qiiebec,  fjr  thefe  commodities  •,  as  they  may  be  tranfported  from  the  former 
to  Florida,  and  the  Weft- India  iflands,  with  lefs  expcnfe,   rifk,  and   infurance,  than 
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from  the  latter  ;  while  the  expence  from  the  place  of  growth  to  the  Ohio,  will  not  be 
one  fourth  of  what  it  would  be  to  Quebec,  and  much  lefs  than  even  to  the  Oneida 
lake.  The  ftream  of  the  Scioto  is  gentle,  no  where  broken  by  falls.  At  fome  places,  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year,  it  overflows  its  banks,  providing  for  large  natural  rice  planta- 
tions. Salt  firings,  coal  mines,  white  and  blue  clay,  and  free  done,  abound  in  the 
country  adjoining  this  river. 

The  little  Miami  is  too  fmall  for  batteaux  navigation.  Its  banks  are  good  land, 
and  fo  high  as  to  prevent,  in  common,  the  overflowing  of  the  water, 

The  Great  Miami  has  a  very  ftoney  channel,  and  a  fwift  ftream,  but  no  fall's.  It  is 
formed  of  ieveral  large  branches,  which  are  paflable  for  fcoats  a  great  diftance.  One 
Vranch  comes  from  the  weft,  andrifes  in  the  Wabafh  country  :  another  rifes  near  the 
head  waters  of  Miami  river,  which  runs  into  Lake  Erie  ;  and  a  fhort  portage  divides 
it  from  another  branch  of  Sandufky  river.  It  a!fo  interlocks  with  the  Scioto. 

The  Wabafh  is  a  beautiful  river,  with  high  and  fertile  banks.  It  empties  into  the 
Ohio,  by  a  mouth  two  hundred  and  feventy  yards  wide,  one  thou'and  and  twenty 
miles  below  Fort  Pitt.  In  the  fpring,  fummer,  and  autumn,  it  is  paffable  with  ba'teaux 
drawing  three  feet  water,  four  hundred  and  twelve  miles,  to  Ouiatanon,  a  fmall  French 
fettlement,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  »river  ;  and  for  large  canoes,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  miles  further,  to  the  Miami  carrying  place,  nine  miles  from  Miami 
village.  This  village  ftands  on  Miami  river,  which  empties  into  the  fouth  weft  part 
of  Lake  Erie.  The  communication  between  Detroit,  and  the  Illinois  and  Ohio  coun- 
tries, is  up  Miami  river,  to  Miami  viliage,  thence  by  land  nine  miles,  when  the  ri- 
vers are  high,  and  from  eighteen  to  thirty  when  they  are  low  through  a  level  coun- 
try, to  the  Wabaih,  and  through  the  various  branches  of  the  Wabafh,  to  the  places 
of  deftination. 

A  filver  mine  has  been  difcovered  about  twenty-eight  miles  above  Ouiatanon,  on 
the  northern  fide  of  the  Wabafh.  Salt  fprings,  lime,  free  ftone,  blue,  yellow,  and  white 
clay,  are  found,  in  plenty,  upon  this  river. 

The  rivers  Au  Vafe  and  Kaskaskias  empty  into  the  Miffiffippi  from  the  north  eaft; 
the  former  is  navigable  for  boats  fixty,  and  the  latter  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
jniles.    They  both  run  through  a  rich  countiy,  which  has  extenfive  meadows. 

Between  the  Kafkafkias  and  Illinois  rivers,  which  are  eighty-four  miles  apart,  is 
an  extenfive  tract  of  level,  rich  land,  which  terminates  ir  a  high  ridge,  about  fifteen 
miles  before  you  reach  the  Illinois  river.  In  this  delightful  vale  are  a  number  of  French 
villages,  which  together  with  thofe  of  St.  Genevieve  and  St.  Louis,  on  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  Mifliffippi,  contained  in  1778,  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy- three 

fenciblemen. 

One  hundred  and  feventy-fix  miles  above  the  Ohio,  and  eighteen  miles  above  the 
Miflburi,  the  Illinois  empties  into  the  Mifliffippi,  from  the  north-eaft,  by  a  mouth 
about  four  hundred  yards  wide.  This  river  is  bordered  with  fine  meadows,  which  in 
fome  places,  extend  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  It  furnifhes  a  communication  with 
lake  Michigan,  by  the  Chicago  river,  between  which  and  the  Illinois,  are  two  portages, 
the  longeft  of  which  does  not  exceed  four  miles.  It  receives  a  number  of  rivers  from 
twenty  to  a  hundred  yards  wide,  and  navigable  for  boats  from  fifteen  to  a  hundred 
and  eighty  miles.  On  the  north- weftern  fide  of  this  river  is  a  coal  mine,  which 
extends  for  half  a  mile  along  the  middle  of  the  bank  of  the  river  j  and,  about  the  fams 
diftance,  below  the  coal  mine,  are  two  falt-ponds,  one  hundred  yards  in  circumference, 
and  fevcral  feet  in  depth.  The  water  is  ftagnant  and  of  a  yellowifh  colour  ;  but  the 
French  and  natives  make  good  fait  from  it,  The  foil  of  the  Illinois  country  is,  in  ge- 
nera!,of  a  fuperior  quality.  Its  natural  growth  confifts  of  oak,  hickory,  cedar,  mulber- 
ry, &e.  hops,  dying  drugs,  medicinal  plants,  of  feveral  kinds,  and  excellent  wild  grapes; 
In  the  year  1763,  the  French  fettlers  made  one  hundred  and  ten  hogfheads  of  flrong 
•wine  from  thefe  grapes. 
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There  are  many  other  rivers  of  equal  fize  and  importance,  with  thofe  we  have  been 
defcribing,  which  are  not  fufficicntly  known  for  accurate  deicnptions. 

Population.]  The  number  of  fouls  in  this  large  tract  of  country  has  not  beenafces* 
tained    From  the  beft  data,  the  population  may  be  eftimated  as  follows, 

Indians,         (fuppofe)  -  •  -  65,000*  1792. 

Ohio  Company's  purchafe,  -  -         -  2,500     do. 

Col.  Svmmes'  fettlements,  -  ...         2,000     do. 

GaUiopolis.f  French  fettlement)  oppofite  the   Kanhawa  river,        1,000     do. 

Vincennes  and  its  vicinity,  on  the  Wabafh,         -  -  1,000     do. 

Kaskaskias  and  Cahokia,  -  -  -  080  «790.' 

AtGrand-Ruiffeauof  St  Phillip,  and  Prairie  du-rochers,  24c     do.  , 


Total,  72,920 

In  1790,  there  were,  in  the  town  of  Vincennes,  about  forty  American  families,  and 
thirty  one  flaves  •,  and  on  the  Miffiflippi,  forty  American  families  and  fcventy-three 
Haves,  all  included  in  the  above  eftimate. 

Face  of  the  country,  soil,!        To  the  remarks  on  thefe  heads,~interfperfed  nr 

and  productions.  J       thedefcription  of   the  rivers,  we   will  add  fome 

obfervations  from  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  publifhed  not  long  fince,  which  we  prefume 

are  the  moft  authentic,  refpecting  that  part  of  the  country,  which  has  been  purchafed 

ofthe  Indians,  of  any  tint  have  been  given. 

"  The  undiftinguifhed  terms  of  admiration  that  are  commonly  ufed  in  {peaking" 
ofthe  natural  fertility  of  the  country  on  the  weftern  waters  ofthe  united  ftates, 
would  render  it  difficult  without  accurate  attention  in  the  furveys,  to  afcribe  a  prefer- 
ence to  any  particular  part  or  to  give  a  juft  defcription  of  the  territory  under  confide- 
ration,  without  the  hazard  of  being  fufpecled  of  exaggeration  :  but  in  this  we 
have  the  united  opinion  of  the  geographer,  the  furveyors  and  every  traveller  that 
has  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  marked  every  natural  object 
with  fcrupulous  exactnefs — that  no  part  of  the  federal  territory  unites  fo  many  ad- 
vantages, in  point  of  health,  fertility,  variety  of  production,  and  foreign  intercourfe, 
as  that  trad:  which  ftretches  from  the  Mufkingum  to  the  Scioto  ana  the  Great  Miami 
rivers.-j- 

"  Colonel  Gordon,  in  his  journal,  {peaking  of  a  much  larger  range  of  country,  in 
which  this  is  included,  and  makes,  unqueftionably,  the  fined  part,  has  the  following 
obfervation  :— the  country  on  the  Ohio,  is  every  where  pleafant,  with  level  fpots  of 
rich  land,  and  remarkably  healthy.  One  general  remark  of  this  nature,  will  ferve  for 
the  whole  tract  comprehended  between  the  weftern  fkirts  ofthe  Allegany  mountains  ; 
thence  running  fouth  weftwardly  to  thediftance  of  five  hundred  miles,  to  the  Ohio  falls 
then  crossing  them  northerly  to  the  heads  of  the  rivers  that  empty  themfeives  into 
the  Ohio  •,  thence  eaft,  along  the  ridge  that  feparates  the  lakes  and  Ohio  ftreams,  to 
French  Creek,  ^his  country  may,  from  a  proper  knowledge,  be  affirmed  to  be  the 
meft  healthy,  the  m  >ft  pleafant,  the  moft  commodious,  and  moft  fertile  fpot  of  earth,, 
known  to  the  European  people. 

♦Thetribes,  who  inhabit  ihis  country,  are  the  Piantias,  on  born  sides  the  Mississippi — the  Casouerisquias,  on  the  Illi- 
nois— the  Piankishaws  and  other  tribes  on  the  Wabash — the  Shawanese,  on  the  Scioto — the  Delaware*— the  Miantis 
— the  Ou.scons,  Mascontens,  Sakies,  Sieux,  Mekekouakis — thePilans,  l'owtowatamis,  Messaques,  Ottawas,  Chipetfas, 
andWiandots;     The  whole  amounting  to  the  above  number- 

t  A  gentleman  who  has  visited  this  country,  supposes  this  account  a  little  too  highly  embellished.  He  acknowledgesr 
that  it  is  a  very  tine  country,  bat  thinks  that  there  are  c  ther  parts  of  the  westsrn  unsettled  country  which  unite  at  least  at 
many,  if  not  more,  advantages  than  ine  tract  aboveaiettioned. 
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"  The  lands  on  the  various  ftreams  above-mentioned,  which  fall  into  the  Ohio,  are 
•iiow  more  accurately  known,  and  may  be  defcribed  with  confidence  and  precision. 
They  are  interfperfed -with  all  the  variety  of  foil  which  conduces  to  pleafantnefs  of 
,  iituation,  and  lays  the  foundation  for  the  wealth  of  an  agricultural  and  manufactur- 
ing people.  Large  level  bottoms,  or  natural  meadows,  from  twenty  to  fifty  miles  in 
circuit,  are  every  where  found  bordering  the  rivers,  and  variegating  the  country  in 
the  interior  parts.  Thefe  afford  as  rich  a  foil  as  can  be  imagined,  and  may  be  redu- 
ced to  proper  cultivation  with  very  little  labour. 

*'  The  prevailing  growth  of  timber  and  the  more  ufefui  trees  are,  maple  or  fugar.. 
tree,  fycamore,  black  and  white  mulberry,  black  and  white  walnut,  butternut,  chef- 
nut  ;  white,  black,  Spanifh,  and  chefnut  oaks,  hickory,  cherry,  buckwood,  or  horfe 
chefnut,  honey  Jocuft,  elm,  cucumber  tree,  lynn  tree,  gum  tree,  iron  wood,  alh,  afpin, 
faffafras,  crab-apple  tree,  paupaw  or  cuftard  apple,  a  variety  of  plumb  trees,  nine  bark 
fpice  and  leather  wood  bufhes.  General  Parfons  meafured  a  black  walnut  tree,  near 
the  Mufkingum,  whofe  circumference,  at  five  feet  from  the  ground,  was  twenty-two 
fctt.  A  fycamore,  near  the  fame  place,  meafured  forty-four  feet  in  circumference,  at 
ibme  diftance  from  the  ground.  "White  and  black  oak,  and  chefnut,  with  mod  of  the 
above  mentioned  timbers,  grow  large  and  plenty  upon  the  high  grounds.  Both  the  high 
and  low  lands  produce  vaft  quantities  of  natural  grapes  of  various  kinds  from  which 
the  fettlers  univerfally  make  a  fufncieney  of  rich  red  wine  for  their  own  confumption. 
It  is  aflerted,  in  the  old  fettlement  of  St  Vincent,  where  they  have  had  opportunity 
,10  try  it,  that  age  will  render  this  wine  preferable  to  moft  of  the  F--iropean  wines. 
<£otton  is  the  natural  production  of  this  country,  and  grows  in  great  perfection. 

"  Thefugar  maple  is  a  moft  valuable  tree  for  an  inland  country.  Any  number  of  in- 
habitants may  be  forever  fuppfied  with  a  fufficiency  of  fugar  by  preferving  a  few  trees 
for  the  ufje  of  each  family.  A  tree  will  yield  about  ten  ponnds  of  fugar  a  year  and 
the  labour  is  very  trifling  :  the  fap  is  extracted  in  the  months  of  February  and  March, 
and  granulated,  bv  the  fimple  operation  of  boiling,  to  a  fugar  equal  in  flavour  and 
whiteneis  tc  the  beft  Mufcovado. 

"  Very  little  .wafte-land  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  this  tra<ft  of  country.-  There 
are  no  Iwamt  s  but  fuch  as  may  be  readily  drained,  and  made  into  arable  and  meadow 
land  •,  and,  though  the  hills  are  frequent,  they  are  gentle  and  fwelling,  no  where  h'gh 
or  incr.pable  of  tillage.  They  are  of  a  deep,  rich  foil,  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
timber,  and  well  rdapted  to  the  production  of  wheat,  rve,    indigo,  tobacco,  &c. 

Animals,  &c]  ■"  This  country  is  well  flocked  with  wild  game  of  every  kind:  in- 
numerable herds  of  deer,  and  wild  cattle,  are  fhtltered  in  the  groves,  and  fed  in  the 
extenfive  bottoms  that  every -where  abound  :  an  unqueftionable  proof  of  the  great  fer- 
tility of  the  foil.  Turkies,  geefe,  ducks,  fwans,  teal,  pheafants,  patridges,  &c.  are  here 
in  g:eat  plenty. 

"  The  rivers  are  well  ftored  with  fifti  of  various  kinds,  and  many  of  them  of  an 
excellent  quality.  They  are  generally  large,  thoguh  of  different  fizes.  The  cat  filh, 
which  is  the  largeft,  and  of  delicious  flavour,  weighs  from  fix  to  eighty  pounds. 

Antiquities  and  curiosities.]  The  number  of  old  forts,  found  in  the  Kentucky 
country  are  the  admiration  of  the  curious,  and  a  matter  of  much  {peculation.  They 
aremoftly  of  an  oblong  form,  fituated  on  ftrong,  well  chofen  ground,  and  contigu- 
ous to  water.  When,  by  whom,  and  for  what  purpofe  they  were  thrown  up,  is  uncer- 
tain. They  are  undoubtedly  very  ancient  j  as  there  is  not  the  leaft  vifible  difference 
in  the  age  or  fize  of  the  timber  growing  on  or  within  thefe  forts,  and  that  which 
grows  without  %  and  the  oldeft  natives  have  loft  all  tradirion  refpecting  them.  Dr. 
Cutler,  who  has  accurately  examined  the  trees  on  thefe  forts,  and  which  he  thinks, 
from  appearances,  are  the  fecond  growth,  is  of  opinion  that  they  mud  have  been  built 
upwards  of  one  thoufand  vears  ago.  They  muft  have  been  the  efforts  of  a  people 
Vol.  II.  7  E  . 
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much  more  devoted  to  labour  than  our  prefent  race  of  Indians  j  and  it  is  difficult  to* 
conceive  how  they  could  be  conftructed  without  the  ufe  of  iron  tools.  At  a  convenient 
diftance  from  thefe,  always  (lands  a  fmall  mound  of  earth,  thrown  up  in  the  form  of  a 
pyramid  which  feems,  in  fome  meafure,  proportioned  to  the  fize  of  its  adjacent  forti- 
fication.'On  examination,  they  have  been  found  to  contain  a  chalky  fubftance,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  bones,  and  of  the  human  kind. 

U  nder  this  head  we  may  mention  the  extenfive  meadows,  or,  as  the  French  call 
them,  prairies,  which  anfwer  to  what,  in  the  fouthern  ftates,  are  called  favannas.  They 
are  rich  plains,  without  trees,  and  covered  with  grafs.  Some  of  thefe,  between  St.  Vin- 
cennes  and  the  Mississippi,  are  thirty  or  forty  miles  in  extent.  In  paffing  them,  a* 
tar  as  the  eye  can  reach,  there  is  not  a  tree  to  be  feen  -,  but  there  is  plenty  of  deer,  wild 
cattle,  bears,  and  wolves,  and  innumerable  flocks  ofturkies  ;  thefe  with  the  green  grafs 
form  a  rich  and  beautiful  profpeft: 

Forts.]  The  pofts  eftablifhed  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  are  as  follow. 
Franklin  on  French  creek — Harmar  on  the  mouth  of  Muskingum — Steuben,  at  the 
rapids  of  the  Ohio — Fayette,  Hamilton,  Knox,  Jefferfon,  St.  Clair,  Marietta,  St.  Vin- 
cennes,  and  Fort  Recovery.  .-     . 

Government,  &c  ]  By  an  ordinance  of  congrefs,  palled  on  the  13th  of  July,  1787, 
this  country,  for  the  purpoles  of  temporary  government,  was  erected  into  one  diftrict, 
fubject,  however,  to  a  divifion.when  circumftancesihall  make  it  expedient. 

In  the  fame  ordinance  it  is  provided,  that  congrefs  fhall  appoint  a  governor,  whofe 
commission  mall  continue  in  force  three  years,  unlefs  fooner  revoked. 

The  governor  mull  refide  in  the  diftrict,  and  have  a  freehold  eftate  therein,  in  one" 
thoufand  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercife  of  his  office. 

Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  are  to  appoint  a  fecretary,  to  continue  in  office  four 
years,  unlefs  fooner  removed,  who  mufl  refide  in  the  diftrict,  and  have  an  eftate  of* 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  office. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  fecretary  is,  to  keep  and  preferve  the  acts  and  laws  of  the  le- 
giflature,  the  public  records  of  the  diftrict,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  governor,  in 
his  executive  department  *  and  to  tranfmit  authentic  copies  of  fuch  ads  and  proceed- 
ings, every  fix  months,  to  the  fecretary  of  congrefs. 

The  ordinance  provides  that  congrefs  (hall  appoint  three  judges',  poflefled  each  of* 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  diftrict  in  which  they  are  to  refide,  and  to  hold  their' 
commiffions  daring  good  behaviour,  any  two  of  whom  fhall  form  a  court,  which4 
fhall  have  a  common  law  jurisdiction.  The  governor  and  judges  are  authorized  to' 
adoDt  andpublifh  in  the  diftrict,  fuchlawsoftheorigindftar.es,  criminal  and  civil, 
as  may  be  neceflary  and  bell  fuited  to  the  circumftances  of  the  diftrict,  and  report  then* 
to  congrefs,  and  if  approved,  they  fhall  continue  in  forte  till  the  organization  of  the 
general  aflembly  of  the  diftrict,  who  fhall  have  the  authority  to  alter  them.  The  go- 
vernor is  to  command  the  militia,  and  appoint  and  commission  their  officers,  except 
general  officers,  who  are  to  be  appointed  and  commisfioned  by  congrefs. 

Previously  to  the  organization  of  the  aflembly,  the  governor  is  to  appoint  fuch 
magiftrates  and  civil  officers,  as  fhall  be  deemed  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  peace 
and  order. 

So  foon  as  there  fhall  be  five  thoufand  free  male  inhabitants,  of  full  age,  in  the  dif- 
trid,  they  fhall  receive  authority  to  elect  reprefentatives,  one  for  every  five  hundred 
free  male  inhabitants,  to  reprefent  them  in  the  general  aflembly  •,  the  reprefentation- 
to  irrtreafe  progreflively  with  the  number  of  free  male  inhabitants  till  there  be  twen- 
ty five  reprefentatives  ;  after  which,  the  number  and  proportion  of  the  reprefents. 
tives  Avail  be  regulated  by  the  legiflature.  A  reprefentative  mufl:  pofTefs,  in  fee  fim« 
pie  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  be  a  refident  in  the  diftrict— and  have  been  a  citizen 
of  the  united  ftates,  or  a  refident  in  the  diftrict,  three  years  preceding  his  election. 
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An  elector  muft  have  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  diftridt,  have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of 
the  States,  and  be  a  refident  in  the  diftfidb,  or  poffefs  the  fame  freehold,  and  have 
been  two  years  a  refident  in  the  district.  The  reprefentatives,  when  duly  elected,  are 
to  continue  irrofficetwo  years. 

The  general  affembly,  or  legislature,  Shall  confift  of  the  governor,  legislative  coun- 
cil, arid  houfe  oC reprefentatives.  The  legislative  council  fhall  confift  of  five  mem- 
bers, to  continue  in  office  five  years,  unlefs  fooner  removed  by  congrefs.  Three 
riiake  a  quorum.  The  council  are  to  be  thus  appointed :  the  governor  and  reprefen- 
tatives, when  met,  shall  nominate  ten  pcrfons,  refidents  in  the  district,  and  each  pof- 
feffed  of  a  freehold  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  return  their  names  to  congrefs, 
who  fhall  appoint  and  commiflion  five  of  them  to  ferve  as  aforefaid. 

All  bills,  pafFed  by  a  majority  in  the  houfe,  and  in  council,  fhall  be  referred  to  the 
governor  fcr  his  affent  y  but  no  bill  or  legiflative  act,  whatever,  fhall  be  of  force  with- 
out his  affent.  The  governor  fhall  have  power  to  convene,  prorogue  and  diffolve  the 
general  affembly,  when,  in  his  opinion,  it  fhall  be  expedient. 

The  legiflature,  when  organized,  fhall  have  authority,  by  joint  ballot,  to  elect:  a 
delegate  to  congrefs,  who  fhall  have  a  feat  in  congrefs,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but 
riot  of  voting,  during  this  temporary  government. 

"And,  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,' 
which  form  the  bafis  whereon  thefe  republics,  their  laws  and  constitutions,  are  erect-, 
ed  ;  to  fix  and  eftablifh  thofe  principles  as  the  bafis  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  go- 
vernments, which  forever  hereafter  Shall  be  formed  in  the  faid  territory  ;  to  provide 
alfo  for  the  eftablifhment  of  State  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for  their 
admission  to  Share  in  the  federal  councils  on  equal  footing  with  the  original  ftates  at 
as  early  periods  as  may  be  confiftent  with  the  general  interefl : 

"  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  following 
articles  Shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact;,  between  the  original  States,  and  the 
people  and  ftates  in*  the  fa-id  territory,  and  forever  remain  unalterable,  unlefs  by  com* 
mon  confent,  to  wit : 

*c  Article  iff.  No  perfon,  demeaning  himfelf  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner, 
fhall  ever  be  molefted,  on  account  of  his  mode  of  worShip,  or  religious  fentiments,  in 
the  faid  territory. 

"  Article  2d.  The  inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory  fhall  always  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  trial  by  jury,  of  a  proportionate  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  in  the  legiflature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings,  according  to 
the  courfe  of  the  common  law  :  all  perfons  Shall  be  bailable,  Uiilefs  for  capital  offences, 
where  the  proof  Shall  be  evident  or  the  prefumption  gfeat :  all  fines  Shall  be  moderate9 
and  no  cruel  or  unufual  punishment  Shall  be  inflicted  ;  no  man  Shall  be  deprived  of  his 
liberty  or  property  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  of  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and 
fhould  the  public  exigencies  make  it  neceffary  for  the  common  prefervation,  to  take 
any  perfon's  property,  or  to  demand  his  particular  fervices,  full  compenfation  fhall  be 
made  for  the  fame  ;  and  in  the  juft  prefervation  of  rights  and  property,  it  is  under- 
ftood  and  declared,  that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  faid  terw 
fitory,  that  fhall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  with,  or  affect  private  contracts  or 
engagements,  bona  fide  and  without  fraud,  previously  formed. 

*'  Article  3d.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being  neceSfary  to  good  go- 
vernment and  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  fchools  and  the  means  of  education  Shall  for- 
ever be  encouraged  ;  the  utmoft  good  faith  fhall  always  be  obferved  towards  the  Indians ; 
their  lands  and  property  Shall  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their  confent  •,  and 
in  their  property,  rights,  and  liberty,  they  fhall  never  be  invaded  or  disturbed,  unlefs 
ill  ju(t  and  lawful  wars,  authorized  by  congrefs  y  but  laws  founded  injustice  and  hu-. 
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inanity,  (hall  from  time  to  time  be  made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  fo  theap, 
and  for  preferving  peace  and  friendlhip  with  them. 

"  Article  4th.  The  faid  territory,  and  the  ftates  which  may  be  formed  therein  /hall 
forever  remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy  of  the  united  ftates  of  America,  Subject  to 
the  articles  of  confederation;  and  to  fuch  alterations  therein  as  fhall  be  conftitutionally 
made  ;  and  to  all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the  united  ftates,  in  congrefs  aflerribled, 
conformable  thereto.  The  inhabitants  and  fettlers  in  the  (aid  territory,  fhall  be  fubjecl: 
to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted,  and  a  proportiona- 
ble part  of  the  expenfes  of  government,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  congrefs,  ac» 
cording  to  the  fame  common  rule  and  meafure,  by  which  appointments  thereof  fhall 
be  made  on  the  other  ftates  ;  and  the  taxes  for  paying  their  proportion,  fhall  be  laid 
and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  legiflature  of  the  diftrict  or  diftricts, 
or  new  ftates,  as  in  the  original  ftates  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  united  ftates, 
in  congrefs  alTembled.  The  legislatures  of  thofe  diftricts,  or  new  ftates,  fhall  never  in- 
terfere with  the  primary  difpofal  of  the  foil  by  the  united  ftates,  in  congrefs  aflembled, 
nor  with  any  regulations  congrefs  may  find  neceflary  for  fecuring  the  title  in  fuch  foil 
to  the  bona  fide  purchafets.  No  tax  fhall  be  impofed  on  lands  the  property  of  the  united 
ftates;  and  in  no  cafe  fhall  non-refident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  refidents: 
The  navigable  waters  leading  into  the  Miflissippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  carying- 
^places  between  the  fame,  fhall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as  well  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory,  as  to  the  citizens  of  tne  united  ftates,  and  thofe  of  any 
Other  ftates  that  may  be  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impoft  or  du«. 
ty  therefor. 

"  Article  5th.  There  fhall  be  formed  in  the  faid  territory,  not  lefs  than  three,  nor 
more  than  five  ftates  ;  and  the  boundaries  of  the  ftates,  as  foon  as  Virginia  fhall  alter 
her  act  of  ceflion  and  confent  to  the  fame,  fhall  become  fix-d  and  eftabliihed  as  follows, 
viz.  The  weftern  ftate  in  the  faid  territory  fhall  be  bounded  on  the  Mifliflippi,  the 
Ohio  and  Wabafh  rivers  j  a  direct  line  drawn  from  he  .Wabafh  and  Poft  Vincents, 
due  north  to  the  territorial  line  between  the  united  ftates  and  Canada,  and  by  the  faid 
territorial  line  to  the  Lake  of  the  Wood  and  the  Miififlippi  The  middle  ftate  fhall  be 
bounded  by  the  faid  direct  line,  the  Wabafh,  from  poft  Vir.cennes  to  the  Ohio  ;  by 
the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the 
faid  territorial  line,  and  by  the  faid  territorial  line.  T  he  eaftern  ftate  fhall  be  bounded 
by  the  laft  mentioned  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  Pennfylvania,  and  the  faid  territorial 
line :  provided,  however,  and  it  is  further  underftood  and  declared,  that  the  boun- 
daries of  thefe  three  ftates  fhall  be  fubjsct  fo  far  to  be  altered,  that  if  congrefs  here- 
after fhall  find  it  expedient,  they  fhall  have  authority  ^to  form  ore,  or  two  ftates,  in 
that  part  of  jhe  faid  territory  which  lies  north  of  an  eaft  and  weft  line  drawn  through 
the  foutherly  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Michigan  ;  and  when  any  of  the  faid  ftates  fhall 
have  fixty  thoufand  free  inhabitants  therein,  fuch  ftate  fhall  be  admitted  by  its  dele- 
gates into  the  congrefs  of  the  united  ftates,  on  equal  footing  with  the  original  ftates, 
in  all  refpects  whatever  ;  and  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  conftitution  and 
ftate  of  government  :  provided  the  conftitution  and  government  fo  to  be  formed,  fhall 
be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  contained  in  thefe  articles  ;  and  fo 
far  as  it  can  be  confiftent  with  the  general  intereft  of  the  confederacy,  fuch  admission 
fhall  be  allowed  at  an  earlier  period ,  and  when  there  may  be  a  lefs  number  of  free  in- 
habitants in  the  ftate  than  fixty  thoufand. 

"Article  6th.  There  fhall  be  neither  flaverynor  involuntary  fervitude  in  the  faid 
territory,  otherwife  than  in  the  punifhment  of  crimes,  whereof*  the  party  fhall  have 
been  duly  convicted  :  provided  always,  that  any  perfon  efcaping  into  the  fame,  from 
whom  labour  or  fervice  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  ftates,  fuch  lu- 
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gitive  may  be  law  fully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  perfon  claiming  his  or  her  la- 
bour as  aforefaid." 

Such  is  the  government  of  the  Weftern  Territory,  and  fuch  the  political  obli^a- 
tfocs  of  the  adventurers  intothefe  fertile  and  delightful  parts  of  the  united  ftates,° 

The  fettlement  of  the  country  has  been  checked,  for  a  number  of  years  paft,  by  art 
unhappy  and  deftructive  Indian  war — the  hiftory  of  which  we  leave  to  the  pen  of 
/ome  future  hiftorian.  From  the  late  fuccefles  of  the  Federal  army,  under  the  brave 
general  Wayne,  we  may  hope  for  an  honourable  peace. 

The  firft  and  prefent  governor  of  this  territory,  is  the  hon.  Arthur  St.  Clair. 
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SITUATION  AND  EXTENT. 

Miles.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length   250")    „  .  f8o  °   and  15  °  weft  long,  from  Philad.  "J 

Breadth  200  j    Between     {36°  301  and  36  °  30' north  latitude.      J       5>QO° 

Boundaries.] TJOUNDED  on  the  north  and  weft  by  the  Ohio  and  Mifliflippi 
jIJ  rivers,  on  the  fouth  by  a  parallel   of  latitude  which  divides   it 
from  the   Teneffee  government,  and  eaftward  by  the   Cumberland  mountain  and 
Great  Sandy  river. 

Civil  divisions.]  Kentucky  originally  confifted  of  but  one  county,  called  Ken- 
tucky, eftabliflied  in  1777,  by  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  of  which  it 
then  made  a  part.  It  has  fince,  at  different  times,  been  fubdivided  into  fifteen  counties, 
viz.  Jefferfon,  Lincoln,  Fayette,  Nelfon,  Mercer,  Maddifon,  Woodford,  Bourbon, 
Mafon,  Shelby,  Scott,  Clark,  Logan,  Green,  and  Franklin. 

'  Chief  towns.]  Frankfort,  the  .capital  of  the  ftate,  is  fttuated  on  the  north  bank 
of  Kentucky  river  in  Franklin  county.  The  legiflature  and  fupreme  courts  of  the 
Aate  hold  their  feflions  here.  It  is  a  flourifhing  town,  regularly  laid  out,  and  con- 
taining many  good  houfes.  The  capitol  or  ftate  houfe,  which  is  built  of  done,  is  a 
yery  large  *.nd  elegant  building. 

Lexington,  thelargeft  town  in  the  ftate,  is  fttuated  in  Fayette  county  about  twen- 
ty-four miles  eaft  of  Frankfort,  in  the  centre  of  a  large  body  of  the  moft  fertile  lands 
in  the  united  ftates.  It  contains  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thoufand  inhabitants, 
and  is  increafing  rapidly.  This  town  affords  a  very  agreable  fociety  being  the  n  fi  Jen  :e  of 
many  genteel  families.  It  contains  upwards  of  forty  ftores  with  large  aflortments  of 
dry  goods.  A  college  is  eftablifhed  here. 

Wafhington  is  fituated  in  Mafon  county,  about  fixty  miles  northeaft  of  Lexington. 
•It  is  a  flourifhing  town,  and  contains  eight  hundred  inhabitants. 

Louifville  is  at  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio,  in  a  fertile  country,  in  Jefferfon  county; 
It  has  been  made  a  port  of  entry,  and  promiles  to  be  a  place  of  great  trade,  when 
the  free  ufe  of  the  navigation  of  the  Miffiffippi  river  (hall  be  obtained.  The  fituation 
is  remarkably  beautiful ;  but  its  unhealthinefs,  owing  to  fome  ponds  of  ftagnated 
water  in  its  neighbourhood,  has  confiderably  retarded  its  growth. 

Beardftown,  in  Nelfon  county  •,  Danville,  and  Harrodfburgh  m  Mercer  -.George- 
town in  Scott  county -,  and  Verfailles,  in  Woodford  county,  are  towns  eftablifhed  by 

law,  and  increafing  faft.  .    .  . 

Rivers.]  The  river  Ohio  wafhes  the  northweft  fide  of  Kentucky,   in  its  whole  ex- 
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tent  except  about  thirty  miles,  which  is  bounded  by  the  Mifliflippi.  Its  principal  branch-- 
es,  which  water  this  fertile  trad:  of  country,  are  Sandy,  Licking,  Kentucky,  Salt, 
Green  and  Cumberland  rivers.  Thefe  again  branch  in  various  directions,  into  rivulets 
of  different  magnitudes,  fertilizing  the  country  in  all  its  parts.  At  the  bottom  of 
thefe  water-courfes,  the  lime-ftone  rock,  which  is  common  to  this  country,  appears  of 
a  greyifh  colour ,  and  where  it  lies  expofed  to  the  air,  in  its  natural  ftate,  it  Jo.  ks  like 
brown  freeftone.  On  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  rivulets,  this  ftoae  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  fine  marble,  being  of  the  fame  texture,  and  is  found  in  the  greateft. 
plenty. 

Sandy,  Licking,  and  Kentucky  rivers,  rife  near  each  other  in  the  Cumberland 
mountains.  Of  thefe,  Sandy  river  only  breaks  through  the  mountain. 

Licking  river  runs  in  a  northweft  direction  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles,  and 
is  about  one  hundred  yards  broad  at  its  mouth. 

Kentucky  is  a  very  crooked  river,  and  after  running  a  ccurfeof  more  than  two 
hundred  miles,  empties  into  the  Ohio,  by  a  mouth  one  hundred  and  fifty  yard* 
broad. 

Salt  river  rifes  at  four  different  places  near  each  other.  The  win 'ings  of  this  ri- 
ver are  curious.  The  four  branches,  after  a  circuitous  courfe  round  a  fi  \c  tract  of 
land,  unite  •,  and  after  running  about  fifteen  miles  from  their  junct  on  tin  >ry  into  the 
Ohio,  rwenty  milts  below  the  falls.  Its  general  courfe  is  leftward— *4ts  length  about 
ninety  mile? — and  at  its  mouth  it  is  one  hundred  yards  wide. 

Green  river  purfues  a  weftern  Courfe  upwards  of  on  i  hundred  &->A  fitv  miles,  and 
by  a  mouth,  one  hundred  yards  wide,  falls  into  the  Ohio,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  below  the  rapids. 

Cumberland  river  interlocks  with  the  northern  branch  of  Kentucky,  and  rol'ing; 
round  the  other  arms  of  Kentucky,  among  the  mountains,  in  a  iouthern  courf;,  one 
hundred  miles — then  in  a  fouthweftern  courfe  for  above  two  hundred  more—  hen 
in  a  fouthern  and  fouth weftern  courfe  for  about  two  hundred  and  fihy  more,  finds 
the  Ohio,  four  hundred  and  thirteen  miles  below  the  falls.  At  Nafhville,  this  river 
is  ;wo  hundred  jards  broad,  anlat  its  mouth  three  hundred.  This  river  in  about 
half  its  courfe,  pafles  through  the  territory  fouth  of  the  Ohio* 

Thefe  are  navigable  for  boats,  almoft  to  their  fources,  for  the  greateft  part  of  thef 
year.  The  little  livulets,  which  checker  the  country,  begin  to  leflen  in  June,  and 
fome  of  them  quite  difappear  in  the  months  of  September  and  October.  The  autum- 
nal rains,  however,  in  November,  replenifh  them  a^ain.  Mills  are  generally  plenti- 
fully fupplied  with  water  nine  months  in  the  year,  and  many  of  them  at  all  times. 
The  country  is  generally  well  fupplied  with  good  fprings  ;  where  there  is  a  defi- 
ciency, good  water  can  eafily  be  procured  by  finking  wells. 

The  banks  of  the  rivers  are  generally  high  and  compofed  of  lime  ftone.  After 
heavy  rains,  the  water  in  the  rivers  riles  from  ten  to  thirty  feet. 

Springs.]  Salt  fprings  are  already  found  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  ftate.  Front 
thefe  fprings  or  licks,  with  proper  management,  fait  may  be  made  in  fufficient  quan- 
tities for  the  confumption  of  all  the  inhabitants  the  weftern  country  could  fupport. 
TMotwithftanding  the  high  price  of  labour,  and  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the 
bufinefs  of  making  fait  has  been  carried  on,  yet  the  average  price  of  that  necefTary  ar- 
ticle, at  thofe  licks,  has,  for  feveral  years  pad,  been  from  one  to  two  dollars  per  bum- 
el.  The  moft  noted  of  thefe  fprings,  or  licks,  are,  one  on  Salt  Lick  creek  near  the  Q- 
hio  ,  thz  upper  and  lower  Blue  Springs,  on  Licking  river  ;  Drennon's  Lick  on  Kentuc**" 
ky  nver  ;  Big  Bone  Lick,  Long  Lick,  Bullett's  Lick,  and  Mann's  Lick.  The  method- 
of  procuring  water  from  thofe  Licks  is,  by  finking  wells  from  twenty  to  forty  feet  deep. 
The. water,  drawn  from  thefe  wells,  is  as  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fait,  as  fea  water* 
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VACt  of  the  country,  "|  This  whole  country,  as  far  as  has  yet  been  difcovered, 
soil  and  produce.  J  lies  upon  a  bed  of  lime-ftone,  which,  in  general,  is  a- 
bout  fix  feet  below  the  furface,  except  in  the  vallies,  where  the  foil  is  much  thinner. 
A  tract  of  about  twenty  mi  es  wide,  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  is  hilly  land,  in- 
terfperfed  with  many  f.  rtile  fpots.  i  he  reft  of  the  country  is  agreably  uneven,  gently 
afcending  and  defcending  at  no  great  diftances.  The  angles  of  afcent  are  from  eight 
to  twenty  four  degrees,  and  fometimes  more.  The  vallies,  in  common  are  narrow, 
and  the  foil  in  them  is  of  an  inferior  quality  ;  and  that  along  the  afcending  ground  is 
frequently  not  much  better  ;  for,  where  you  fee  a  tree  blowu  up,  you  find  the  roots 
clinging  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  rock.  The  foil  on  thefe  agreeable  afcents,  (for  they 
cannot  be  culled  hills;  is  fufficieutly  deep,  as  is  evident  from  the  fize  of  the  trees.  The 
foil  is  either  Hack,  or  tinged  with  a  lighter  or  deeper  vermillion,  or  is  of  the  colour 
of  dark  afli;s.  In  many  places,  there  are  appearances  of  potters'  clay,  and  coal  in 
abundance.  In  Nelfun  county,  northweft  of  Rolling  fork,  a  branch  of  Saltjiver,  is  a 
trad  of  ab.ut  forty  miles  fquare,  moftly  barren*  interfperfed  with  plains  and  ftrjps 
of  good  land  which  are  advantageous  fituations  for  raifing  cattle,  as  the  neighbour- 
ing ban  ens.  as  they  are  improperly  ftyled,  are  covered  with  grafs,  and  afford  good 
pafturage.  1  he  lands  eaft  of  Nolin  creek*  a  branch  of  Green  river,  are  in  general  of  an 
inferior  quality  •,  but  the  banks  of  Green  river  afford  many  defirable  fituations. 

The  country  towards  the  head  waters  of  Kentucky  river,  which  interlock  with 
the  waters  of  Cumberland  and  Sandy  rivers,  eaftward  and  fouthward,  is  broken, 
mountainous  and  almoft  impenetrable  •,  and  from  the  description  given  bv  hunters,  it 
is  much  dou  >ted,  whether  it  will  ever  be  practicable  to  make  a  paffable  road  from 
Kentucky,  acrofs  to  Winchefter,  in  Virginia,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountains,  which, 
on  a  ftraight  line,  is  not  perhaps  more  than  four  hundred  miles,  and  the  way  noW 
travelled  is  fix  hundred. 

Elkhorn  rivet-,  a  branch  of  the  Kentucky,  from  the  foutheaft,  waters  a  country 
fine  beyond  defcription.  Indeed,  the  country  eaft  and  fouth  of  this,  including  the 
headwaters  of  Licking  river,  Hickman's  and  Jeflamine  creeks,  and  the  remarkable 
bend  in  Kentucky  river,  may  be  called  anextenfive  garden.  The  foil  is  deep  and 
black,  and  the  natural  growth,  large  walnuts,  honey,  and  black  locuft,  poplar,  elm, 
oak,  hicory,  fugar-tree,  &c.  Grape-vines  run  to  the  top  of  the  trees  y  and  the  furface 
of  the  ground  is  covered  with  clover,  blue  grafs,  and  wild  rye.  On  this  fertile  trad., 
the  Licking  river,  the  waters  of  Salt  river  and  Dick's  river,  are  the  principal  fettle, 
ments  in  this  country.  The  foil,  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Kentucky  river,  is  genera  iy 
of  the  third  and  fourth  rates  ;  and  as  you  advance  towards  the  Ohio,  the  land  is  hilly* 
Dick's  river  runs  through  a  great  body  of  firft  rate  land,  and  affords  many  excel- 
lent mill  feats.  Salt  river  has  good  lands  on  its  head  waters,  but  for  twenty  five  miles 
before  it  empties  into  the  Ohio,  the  land  on  each  fide  is  level  and  poor,  and  abounds 
with  ponds.  . 

Cumberland  river,  fo  much  of  it  as  panes  through  Kentucky,  traverfes,  fome  parts 
excepted,  a  hilly  poor  country.  ,        ,     n,. 

Green  river  overflows  its  banks  a  confiderable  way  up,  atthefeafon  when  the  umo 
fwclls,  which  is  in  April.  The  fwell  in  Green  river  occafions  fev^ral  of  its  branches 
to  overflow  and  cover  the  low  grounds  with  water,  leaves,  and  vegetable  iubttanees, 
which  in  fummer  become  noxious  and  unhealthy.  Its  banks  are  fine  and  fertile-. 
There  is  a  great  body  of  good  land  near  the  rapids  in  the  Ohio,  on  a  creek  called 
Bare  grafs-,  but  the  climate  is  rendered  unhealthy  by  ponds  of  ftagnated  water, 
Which  may  be  eafily  drained.  ...j  .. 

This  country  in  general  is  well  timbered.  Of  the  natural  growth  which  is  peculiar 
to  it,  we  may  reckon  the  fugar,  the  coffee,.the  papaw  and  the  cucumber  tree.  I  ne 
two  laft  are  foft  wood,  and  bear  a  fruit  of  the  fnape  and  fize  of  a  cucumber,      lne- 
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coffee  tree  refenibics  the  black  oak,  and  bears  a  pod,  which  enclofes  a  feed,  of  which  a 
crink  is  made  not  unlike  coffee.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  the  honey  locuft,black  mulberry^ 
and  wild  cherry,  of  a  large  fize.  The  buck  eye,  an  exceedingly  foft  wood,  is  the  horfe 
chefnut  of  Europe.  The  magnolia  bears  a  beautiful  bloffom,  of  a  rich  and  exquifite 
fragrance.  Such  is  the  variety  and  beauty  of  the  flowering  fhrubs  and  plants  which 
grow  fpontaneoufly  in  this  country,  that,  in  the  proper  feafon,  the  wildernefs  appears 
in  bloltbm. 

The  accounts  of  the  fertility  ©f  the  foil  in  this  country,  have,  infome  inftances, 
exceeded  belief,  and  probably  been  exaggerated.  That  fome  parts  of  Kentucky,  par- 
ticularly the  high  grounds,  are  remarkably  good,  all  accounts  agree.  The  lands  on  the 
firft  rate  are  too  rich  for  wheat,  and  will  produce  fifty  and  fixty,  and  in  fome  inftances, 
it  is  affirmed,  one  hundred  bufriels  of  good  corn,  an  acre.  In  common,  the  land  will 
produce  thirty  buftiels  of  wheat  or  rye  an  acre.  Barley,  oats,  cotton,  flax,  hemp  and 
vegetables  of  all  kinds,  common  in  this  climate  yield  abundantly.  The  old  Virginia 
planters  fay,  that  if  the  climate  does  not  prove  too  moift,  few  foils  known,  will  yield 
more  or  better  tobacco  :  and  experience  has  proved,  that  the  climate  is  not  too  moift. 
Great  quantities  of  this  article  have  been  exported  to  France  and  Spain,  through  New- 
Orleans  ;  and  it  is  a  well  known  fadt,  that  Philadelphia  is  a  profitable  market  for  the 
Kentucky  planter,  notwithftanding  all  the  inconveniences  and  expenfes  of  re-fhipment 
at  NewOrleans,  under  a  Spanifti  government.  What  advantages  then  may  not  this  coun- 
try expect,  from  a  free  navigation  of  the  Miffiffippi,  unreftrained  by  Spanifh  policy  i 
In  the  rivers  are  plenty  of  buffalo,  pike  and  catfifh  of  uncommon  fize,  falmon,  mul- 
let, rock,  perch,  garfifh,  eel,  fuckers,  funfifh,  &c— -Shad  have  not  been  caught  in  the 
weftern  waters. 

Swamps  are  rare  in  Kentucky  ;  and  of  courfe,  the  reptiles  which  they  produce  fitch 
as  fnakes,  frogs,  &c.  are  not  numerous.  The  honey  bee  may  be  called  a  domeftic  in- 
fect, as  it  is  faid  not  to  be  found  but  in  civilized  countries.  It  was  firft  imported  into 
Kentucky,  it?  1780,  and  has  fince  increafed  aftoniftiingly. 

The  quadrupeds,  except  the  buffalo,  are  the  fame  as  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas^ 
Climate.]  Healthy  and  delightful,  fome  few  places,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ponds 
and  low  grounds,  excepted.  The  inhabitants  do  not  experience  the  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold.  Snow  feldom  falls  deep,  or  lies  long. — The  winter  which  begins  about  chriftmas, 
13  never  longer  than  three  months,  and  is  commonly  but  two,  and  is  fo  mild  that  cat- 
tle can  fubfift  without  fodder. 

Population  and  character.]  The  firft  fettlement  of  this  country  commenced 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  1775.  By  the  cenfus,  taken  by  order  of  congrefs,  in  1790,  this 
ftate  was  returned  as  containing  only  feventy  three^thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
feven  fouls  ;  but  from  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  that  enumeration  was  made, 
from  the  rapid  increafe  of  population,  and  from  the  continual  migration  from  the  o- 
ther  ftates  to  this  country,  it  cannot  be  doubred,  but  that,  in  January,  1 795,  its  inha- 
bitants amounted  to  more  than  double  that  number.  At  leaft  twenty  thoufand  migra- 
ted there  in  the  year  1794.  Thefe  people,  co'lected  from  different  ftates,  of  different 
manners,  cuftoms,  religions,  and  political  fentiments,  have  not  been  long  enough  to- 
gether to  form  a  uniform  national  character.  Among  the  fettlers,  there  are  many  gen- 
tlemen of  abilities,  and  many  genteel  families,  from  feveral  of  the  ftates,  who  give 
dignity  and  refpeftabiltty  to  the  fettlement.  They  are,  in  general,  more  regular  than 
people  who  commonly  fettle  new  countries. 

Religion.]  All  religions,  that  are  confident  with  the  peace  and  order  of  fociety, 
are  upon  an  equal  footing  here,  f  he  moil  numerous  fefts,  are  the  presbyterians,  bap- 
tift  and  method ifts. 

Constitution.]  By  the  conftitution  of  this  ftate,  formed  and  adopted  in  1792, 
the  powers  of  government  are  divided  into  three  diftinct  departments  j  legiflative, 


KENTUCKY.  573^ 

executive,  and  judiciary.     The  legislative  power  is  vefted  in  a  general  aflembly,  confin- 
ing of  a  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  ;   the  fupreme    executive  in  a  governor  ; 
the  judiciary,  in  the  fupreme  court  of  appeals,  and  fuch  inferior  courts  as  the  legifiV 
ture  rmy  eftablifti.  The  repre  fentatives  are  chofen  annually,  by  the  people;  the  fenators 
and  governor  are  chofen  for  four  years,   by  electors  appointed  for  that  pur pofe  ;  the 
judges  are  appointed  during  good  behavior,  by  the  governor,  with  advice  of  the  fenate. 
An  enumeration  of  the  free  male  inhabitants, above  twenty. one  years  old, is  to  be  made 
once  in  four  years.  After  each  enumeration,  the  number  of  fenators  and  reprefentatives 
is  to  be  fixed  by  the  legislature,  and  apportioned  among  the  feveral  counties,  according 
to  the  number  of  inhabitants.  There  can  never  be  fewer  than  forty,  nor  more  than  ovfi 
hundred  reprefentatives.  The  fenate  at  firft  confifted  of  eleven  members  ;  and  for  the 
addition  of  every  four  reprefentatives,  one  fenator  is  to  be  added.   The  reprefentatives 
muft  be  twenty  four  years  old  ;  the  fenators  twenty  feveir,  the  governor  thirty,  and  all 
of  them  muft  have  been  inhabitants  of  the  {late  two  years.  The  governor  can  hold  no 
other  office  ;  the  members  of  the  general   alTemblv  none  but  thole  of  attorney  at  law, 
juftice  of  the  peace,  coroner,  and  in  the   militia.   The  judges,    and  all   other  officers, 
muft  be  inhabitants  of  the  counties  for  which  they  are  appointed.  The  governor,me/n- 
bers  of  the  general  aflembly,  and  judges,  receive  ftated  Salaries  out  of  the  public  trea- 
fury,  from  which  no  money  can  be  drawn  but  in  confequence  of  appropriation  by  law. 
AH  officers  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  their   offices,  and  are 
liable  to  impeachment  for  mifcondud.     Elective  officers  muft  fwear  that  they  have  not 
ufed  bribery  in  obtaining  their  elections.  All  free  male  citizens,  twenty  one  years  old, 
having  refided  in  the  ftate  two  years,   or  in  the  county  where  they    offer  to  vote, 
one  year,  have  a  right  to  vote  for  reprefentatives,  and  for  electors  of  fenators  and  go- 
vernor, and  are  privileged  from  arrefts   in  civil   actions,    while    attending  that   bufi- 
nefs,  The  general  aflembly  meets  on  the  firft  Monday  in    November,  in  each  year, 
unlefs  fooner  convened  by  the  governor.   Each  houfe  choofes  its   fpeaker   and  other 
officers.,  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  its  members,  and    determines  the  rnles   of  its 
proceedings,  of  which  a  journal  is  kept  and  publiflied  weekly,  unlefs  in  cafes  where 
fecrecy  is  requifite.  The  doors  of  both  houfes  are  kept   open.     The  members  of  the 
legislature,  while  attending  the  public  bufinefs,  ace  privileged  from  arrefts  in  civil  ac- 
tions, and  may  not  be  questioned  elfe where  for  any  thing  faid  in  public  debate.    Im- 
peachments are  made  by  the  lower  houfe,   and  tried  by  the  upper.     All  revenue  bills 
originate  in  the  houf-  of  reprefentatives,  and   are  amendable  by  the  fenate,  like  other 
bills.  Each  bill,  paffed  by  both  houfes,  is  prefented  to  the  governor,  who  muft  fign  it 
if  he  approve  it  ;  if  not  he  muft  return  it,   within  ten  days,    to  the   houfe  in  which  it 
originated  ;    if  it  be  not  returned,  or  if,  when  returned, it  be  re-pafted  by  two  thirds 
of  both  houfes,  it  is  a  law  without  his  fignature.   The  governor  has  power  to  appoint 
moft  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  ftate  ;  to  remit   fines    and  forfeitures,  and  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons,  except  ia   cafes  of  impeachment  :  to  require  information  from 
executive  officers  •,   to  convene  the  general  aflembly  on  extraordinary   occafions,  and 
adjourn  them  in  cafe  they  cannot  agree  on  the  time  themfelves.     He  muft  inform  the 
the  legislature  of  the  ftate  of  thecommonwealth  ;  recommend  to  them  Such  meafuresas 
he  Shall  judge  expedient  •,    and  fee  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.    The  fpeaker 
of  the  Senate  exercifes  the  office  of  governor  in  cafes  of  vacancy.  The  legislature  has 
power  to  forbid  the  farther  importation  of  Slaves,   but  not  to  emancipate  thofe  alrea- 
dy in  the  ftate,  without  the  confent  of  the  owner,  or  paying  an  equivalent.     Treafon 
againft  the  commonwealth  confifls  only  in  levying  war  againft  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its 
enemies,  or  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 

The  declaration  of  rights  afferts  the  civil  equality  of  ali,  their  right    to  alter  the 
government  at  any  time  ;    liberty  of  confeience  ,    freedom    of  elections,  and  of  the 
prefs  ;  trial  bv  jury  ;  the  fubordination  of  the  military  to  the  civil  power  :  the  right 
Vox.  II.  7  G 
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of  criminals  to  be  heard  in  their  own  defence  •,  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  for  thy 
redrefs  of  grievances,  to  bear  arms,  and  to  emigrate  from  the  ftate.  It  prohibits  un- 
reafonable  fearches  and  feizures  ;  exceffive  bail  -,  confinement  of  debtors,  unlefs  there 
be  prefumption  of  fraud  ;  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus  writ  unlefs  in  rebellion  or  in- 
vafion  •,  exfoji  fatlo  laws  ;  attainder  by  the  legislature  i  Standing  armies  ;  titles  of  nobi- 
lity and  hereditary  dift  nctions. 

Literature.]  The  legiflature  of  Virginia,  while  Kentucky  belonged  to  that  ftate, 
jnpde  provision  for  a  college  in  it,  and  endowed  it  with  very  considerable  landed  funds. 
The  rev.  John  Todd  gave  a  very  handfome  library  for  its  ufe.  Schools  are  eftablifhei 
in  the  icveral  towns  and,  in  general,  regularly  and  handfomely  fupported. 

Useful  establishments.]  In  this  ftate  are  two  printing  offices.  There  is  one  newf- 
paper  published,  and  another  projected.  There  are  erected  iron  works,  a  paper  mill,  oil 
mi  Is,  fulling  mills,  faw  mills,  and  a  great  number  of  valuable  grift  mills.  They  have 
eStabliShed  feveral  excellent  tanneries, in  different  parts  of  the  country  j  alfo,  an  ex- 
tensive nail  manufactory,  in  Lexington.  Their  fait  works  are  more  than  Sufficient  to 
fupply  all  the  inhabitants,  at  low  price.  Considerable  quantities  offugar  are  made 
from  the  fugar  trees. 

Curiosities.]  The  banks,  or  rather  precipices  of  Kentucky  and  Dick's  river,  are 
to  be  reckoned  among  the  natural  curiofities  of  this  country. ,  Here  the  aftoniShed  eye 
beholds  three  or  four  hundred  feet  of  folfd,  perpendicular  rock,  in  fome  parts,  of  the 
limeflone  kind,  and  in  others  of  fine  greyilh  coloured  marble,  curioufly  checkered 
•with  Strata  of  aftoniShing  regularity.  Thefe  rivers  have  the  appearance  of  deep  artifi- 
cial canals.  Their  high  rocky  banks  are  covered  with  red  cedar  groves. 

Caves  have  been  difcovered  in  this  country,  of  feveral  miles  in  length,  under  a  fine 
limeftone  rock,  fupported  by  curious  arches  and  pillars.  Springs,  that  emit  fulphu- 
reous  matter  have  been  found  in  feveral  parts,  of  the  country.  One  is  near  a  fait 
fpring  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boonsborough.  There  are  three  fprings  or  ponds  of 
bitumen  near  Green-river,  which  do  not  form  a  ftream,  but  empty  themfelves  into  a 
common  r"efcrvoir  and,  in  lamps,  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  the  beft  oil.  Copperas, 
alium,  lead,  and  iron  ore  are  among  the  minerals  of  Kentucky.  Near  Lexington  are 
found  curious  fepulchres  full  of  human  Skeletons.  The  remains  of  regular  fortifica- 
tions apparently  of  great  antiquity,  are  frequently  to  be  met  with  here.  And  bones  of 
an  enormous  Size,  found  in  the  Big  Bone  lick,  and  fuppofed  to  be  the  bones  of  the 
mamouth,  are  among  the  curiofities  of  Kentucky. 

History.]  This  country  was  well  known  to  the  Indian  traders  many  years  before 
its  fettlement.  They  gave  a  defcription  of  it  to  Lewis  Evans,  who  published  his  firft 
map  of  it  as  early  as  the  year  1752.  James  Macbride,  with  fome  others,  explored  this 
country  in  1754.  Col.  Daniel  Soon  vifitedit  in  1769.  A  -few  years  after,  col.  Boon 
and  his  family,  with  five  other  families,  who  were  joined  by  forty  men  from  Powle's 
valley,  began  the  fettlement  of  Kentucky,  which  is  now  one  of  the  moft  growing  co- 
lonies, perhaps,  in  the  world,  and  was  erected  into  an  independent  ftate,  by  act  of  coa-r 
grefs,  December  6th,  1790,  and  received  into  the  union,  June  ift,  1792. 
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Situation  and  extent. 

Miles. 
Length  400I        ■    ..■         f  6°  20"  and  16  °  30'  weft  long,  from  Philad 
Breadth  104J        Detwcen    ^35  o  and  63  °  3  °  »  north  latitude. 

R  1   TT  is  bounded  by  Virginia  and  Kentucky  on  the  north  ;  by  North- 

'■'  -"-Carolina  on  the  eaft  •,  by  bouth  Carolina  and  Georgia  on  the  fouth  j 
and  by  the  river  Miffiflippi,  which  feparates  it  from  the  Spanifti  province  of  Louifia- 
na,  on  the  weft. 

Divisions.]  It  is  divided  into  three  diftricts,  Washington,  Hamilton,  and  Mero, 
containing  ten  counties,  Wafhingt on,  Sullivan,  Greene,  Hawkins,  Knox,  Jefferfon, 
Sevier,  Davidfon,  Sumner,  and  Tennaflee. 

Rivers.]  There  are  few  countries  fo  well  interfered  by  creeks  and  rivers  ;  the 
principal  are  the  Mifliffippi,  Tennaflee,  Cumberland,  Holdon*  Clinch,  Wolf,  Hat- 
chee,  Forked  Deer,  Obion,  and  Reel-foot. 

The  Tennaflee,  called  by  the  French  "  Cherokee,"  isthemoft  confiderable  river 
that  empties  into  the  Ohio,  about  fixty  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  Miffiflippi. 
It  rifes  in  South  Carolina,  runs  northwardly  to  meet  the  Holfton,  then  takes  a  weft- 
wardly  direction,  and  again  a  northern  one  to  its  mouth.  It  is  navigable  for  vefl'elsof 
great  burden  to  Mufcle  Shoals  ;  at  thefe  flioals  the  river  is  very  wide,  and  forms 
a  number  iflands,  and  can  only  be  navigated  in  fmall  boats;  but  higher  up,  it  is 
navigable,  for  a  confiderable  diftance,  by  large  boats:  At  the  place  where  this  river 
runs  through  the  Cumberland  mountain,  there  is  a  kind  of  whirlpool  occafioned  by 
the  narrownefs  of  the  river,  and  by  the  rapidity  of  its  current  ftriking  againft  a  point 
of  the  mountain,  which  makes  a  bend,  and  forces  the  water  back. 

Holfton  the  largeft  northern  branch  of  the  Tennaflee,  heads  in  Virginia,  and  re« 
ceives  before  its  junction  with  the  Tennaflee,  the  waters  of  feveral  confiderable  ri- 
vers, viz.  Nollichucke,  Wattafiga,  French- broad,  and  Little  river.  It  is  navigable 
at  a  great  diftance  above  Knoxville.  , 

Clinch  runs  into  Tennaflee  below  the  mouth  of  Holfton.  Emery  river  is  a  branch 
of  Clinch. 

Elk  river  empties  into  the  Tennaflee  above  the  mufcle  Shoals,  and  Duck  river  be- 
low them. 

Cumberland  river,  formerly  called  "  Shawanee,"  and  by  the  French,  "  Shavanon," 
difcharges  its  waters  in  the  Ohio,  ten  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Tennaflee  ;  it  is 
navigable  for  large  veflels  to  Nafhville,  and  from  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Obed's  ri- 
ver. The  Cainey  fork,  Harpeth,  Stone  river,  Red  river,  and  Obed's  river,  are  bran- 
ches of  the  Cumberland,  fome  of  them  navigable  a  great  diftance   up. 

Wolf,  Hatchee,  Forked-deer,  Obion,  and  Reel-foot  rivers  difcharge  themfelvesim. 
mediately  into  the  Miififfippi.  Thefe  rivers  in  general  are  deep,  flow  with  a  gentle 
current,  and  are  unincumbered  with  rocks  and  rapids  ;  mod  of  them  have  exceed- 
ingly rich  low  grouhds,  at  the  extremity  of  which  is  a  fecond  bank,  as  on  raoft 
of  the  lands  of  the  Miftiflippi.  Befides  thefe  rivers,  there  are  feveral  fmaller  ones, 
and  innumerable  creeks,  fome  of  which  are  navigable-,  in  fliort,  there  is  hardly  a 
fpotin  this  country  which  is  upwards  of  twenty  miles  diftant  from  a  navigable- 
ftream. 

Mountains.]  Yellow,  Bald,  Iron,  and  Uncka  mountains,  adjoining  to  oneano- 
ther,  form  the  eaftem  boundary  of  the  territory,  and  feparate  it  frcm  North-Carolina;, 
their  direction  is  nearly  fouth-weft* 
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Clinch  mountain  divides  the  waters  of  Holfton  and  Clinch  rivers,  and'Cumberland 
mountain  feparates  the  weftern  inhabitants  of  this  government  from  the  eaftern  ones. 
Towns.]  Knoxville,  the  capital  and  feat  of  government,  eftablifhed  by  William 
Blount,  efquire,  firft  governor  of  the  territory,  is  fituate  in  a  beautiful  fpot,  on  the 
north  bank  of  Holfton  river,  a  few  miles  below  the  mouth  of  French-broad.  At  this 
town  a  treaty  washeld  by  governor  Blount,  in  179,1,  with  the  chiefs  and  head  war- 
riors of  the  Cherokee  sation  ;  it  is  the  refidence  of  the  public  officers  of  government  j 
a  printing  office  iseftablilhed  here,  and  the  inhabitants  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  com- 
munication with  every  part  of  the  united  ftates  by  poft.  The  fuperior  court  of  law,  the 
court  of  equity  for  Hamilton  diftrid,  and  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  quarter  fef- 
fions  for  Knox  county,  are  held  in  this  town,  which  is  in  a  very  flourishing  fituation. 
Nafhville,  on  thefouth  bank  of  Cumberland  river,  is  the  diftricl  town  of  Mero  ; 
the  courts  of  the  diflridt  and  of  the  county  of  Davidfon,  are  held  here  ;  it  has  alfo  an 
academy,  very  richly  endowed,  called  the  Davidfon  academy. 

Jonefborough,  the  capital  of  Wafhington  diftrict,  is  the  feat  of  the  courts  of  the 
diftricT:  and  county  of  Wafhington. 

There  are  feveral  other  fmall  towns,  asyet  not  of  fufricient  importance  to  merit  enu- 
meration. 

Population.]  By  the  returns  made  to  congrefs,  of  the  cenfus  taken  in  the  fummer 
of  179 1,  the  numbei  of  inhabitants  was  carried  to  thirty  five  thoufand  fix  hundredand 
ninety  one  :  but  from  the  greater  numbers  of  people  migrating  annually  to  this  coun- 
try, from  various  parts  of  the  united  ftates,  it  is  generall/  believed  that  its  population 
amounts  now  to  upwards  of  fifty  thoufand. 

Government.]  This  territory  was,  until  lately,  immediately  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  congrefs  of  the  united  ftates.  A  governor,  who  is  alfo  fuperintendant  of 
the  fouthern  Indians,  is  appointed,  for  three  years,  by  the  prefident  of  the  united  ftates. 
A  fecretary  of  the  territory,  and  three  judges  of  the  fuperior  courts  of  law,  are  ap- 
pointed in  the  fame  manner.  All  thefe  officers  are  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  uni- 
ted ftates. 

The  laws  of  North-Carolina,  enacted  before  the  year  1790,  ate  here  in  force,  as 
alfo  the  ordinance  of  congrefs  of  1787,  for  the  government  of  the  territory  north- 
weft  of  the  Ohio  ;  befides,  the  governor,  with  the  judges,  had  the  power  to  adopt, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  ordinances  and  regulations,  in  force  in  any  of  the  ftates,  as 
they  might  deem  neceffary  for  the  better  government  of  the  territory,  copies  of  which 
were  fent  to  congrefs,  and  had  the  force  of  laws,  if  not  d'fapproved.  But  fince  the 
eftablifhment of  the  afl'embly,  legiflation refts  with  this  body,  who  electa  delegate 
to  congrefs,  with  the  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting,  during  the  temporary  go- 
vernment. 

The  judges  hold  two  fuperior  courts  of  law,  and  two  courts  of  equity,  in  each  of 
the  three  diftricts,  annually.  There  are,  befi Jes,  quarterly  courts  of  pleas  and  quarter 
feffions,  in  each  county :  we  are  informed,  that  in  no  part,  of  the  united  ftates  is  juftice 
better  admin iftered,  or  courts  held  with  greater  decorum. 

Roads.]  From  Knoxville  to  Philadelphia,  fix  hundred  and  fifty  miles  by  Ro- 
gerfville,  Rcfs'  furnace,  Abingdon,  Englifh's  ferry,  on  New  river.  Big-lick,  Peytonf- 
burg,  Rockbridge,  Lexington,  Staunton,  New  Market,  Winchefter,  Frederick  town, 
York  and  I.ancailer. 

From  Knoxville  to  Richmond  in  Virginia,  four  hundred  and  forty- nine  miles——- 


Long-Iflaod,  on  Holfton, 

100 

miles. 

Liberty  town, 

Abingdon,          - 

43 

New-London, 

FortChilTel, 

64 

Floods, 

Englifh's  ferry,  on  new  river, 

24 

Powhatan  court-houfe, 

Montgomery  town, 

11 

Richmond,                 - 

Big-lick,         -             - 

33 
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Xnerfi  are  very  good  waggon  roads,  and  the  price  of  trai 
from  Richmond  to  Knoxville,  docs  not  ufually  exceed  lour   doll  rs   per   hundred 
weight. 

From  Knoxville  to  Nafhville,  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  miles 

South-we'l  Point  garrifon,  on  Clinch,  35  11 

Big  Salt-lick  garrifon,  on  Cumberland,       So — No  waggon  road  this  diilance. 
Bledfoe-lick,         -         -             -             -32 
Nafhville,             -             -                              36 
From  Nafhville  to  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  one  hundred  and  ninety  miles 


Danville,         -  -  50  miles 

Lexington,         -         -         -  35 


Three  forks  of  Red  river,  28  miles. 

Big  Barren  river,        -  32 

Green  river,        -         -  45 

A  very  good  road  might  be  opened  from  Nafhville  to  New-Orleans,  the  country 
being  generally  level,  and  the  diilance  would  not  be  above  four  hundred  and  fifty 
niiles;  but  as  the  greateft  part  of  this  country  is  not  yet  fettled,  there  is  at  preferit 
or.lv  a  path  for  pack-horfes,  leading  through  the  Chickafaw  and  Choctaw  nations, 
who  have  always  been  very  friendly  and  hofpitable  to  the  boatmen  from  the  Ohio  and 
Cumberland,  returning  from  New-Orleans  by  land. 

It  would  be  a  very  eafy  matter  to  cut  a  waggon-road  from  Nafhville  to  the  mouth 
of  Ocochappoy  or  Bear  creek,  that  empties  into  the  TennaiTee,  juft  below  the  Ivlufclc 
Shoals,  and  from  thence  to  the  fettlements  on  Mobile  river.  A  tract  of  land  at  the 
mouth  of  Ocochappo  was  ceded  to  the  united  ftates  by  the  fouthern  Indians,  at  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell,  in  1786,  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  holding  treaties,  and  of  efta- 
Uifhing  trading  polls.  It  is  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  by  w.ater  from  Nafh- 
ville to  the  Illinois  villages  ;  the  voyage  is  commonly  made  in  nine  days. 

Trees  and  plants.]  The  general  growth  is  poplar,  hickory,  black  and  white 
walnut,  all  kinds  of  oaks,  buck-eye,  beach,  fycamore,  black  and  honey  locuft,  afh, 
hornbeam,  elm,  mulberry,  cherry,  dogwood,  faffafras,  and  the  fugar  tree.  The  un- 
der-growth  in  many  places,  and  efpecially  in  low  grounds,  is  cane,  fome  of  which  is 
upwards  of  twenty  feet  high,  and  fo  thick  as  to  prevent  any  other  plant  growing; 
there  are  alfo  Virginia  and  Seneca  fnake-root,  ginfeng,  angelica,  fpice  wood,  wild 
plum,  crab-apple,  pappaw,  fweet  anile,  red  bud,  ginger,  fpikenard,  wild  hope,  and 
grape  vines.  The  glades  are  covered  with  wild  rye,  wild  oats,  clover,  buffaloe  grafs, 
ilrawberries  and  pea  vines.  On  the  hills,  at  the  head  of  rivers,  and  in  fome  high  clifts 
of  Cumberland,  are  found  majeftic  red  cedars  ;  many  of  thefe  trees  are  four  feet  in  di- 
ameter, and  forty  feet  clear  of  limbs. 

Game  and  fish.]  Buffaloe,  elk,  deer,  and  bear,  are  numerous;  as  alio  beavers, 
otters,  panthers,  wild-cats,  mufk  rats  raccoons,  foxes,  wolves  and  fquirrels ;  phea- 
fints,  partridges,  pigeons,  fwar.s,  wild  turkies,  ducks  and  geefe  in  great  abundance. 
The  rivers  are  well  flocked  with  all  kinds  of  frefh-water  iifh  ;  among  winch  are,  the 
trout,  perch,  cat-fifh,  buffaloe-fifh,  red  horfe,  eels,  &c.  Some  cat-fifh  have  been  caught, 
that  weighed  upwards  of  one  hundred  pounds  ;  and  the  weftern  waters  being  gene- 
rally more  pure  and  clear  than  the  eaftern  rivers,  the  fifh  are  in  the  fame  degree  more 
firm  and  favoury  to  the  tafle. 

Springs,  salines,  mines,"?      This  country  is  well  provided  with  fprings  of  the 
and  minerals.  j    pureA  limeftone  water.  Some  are  found  in  caves  and 

natural  grottos,  others  defcend  in  cafcades  from  high  mountains.  Salt  fprings  and  ialt 
licks  are"  found  in  every  part  of  this  country.  Several  fait  works  have  been  erected,  but 
not  having  been  as  yet  judicioufly  managed,  the  fait  made  at  thefe  works  does  not  fell 
for  lefs  than  one  dollar  per  bufhel.  When  thefe  works  fhall  be  improved,  it  is  proba- 
ble fait  will  be  fold  at  nearly  the  fame  price  as  within  fifty  orfixty  miles  from  the  fea 
ports. 

Vol.  II.  7  H 
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Th  mds  with  iron-ore  ;.  a  capital  furnace  and  feveral  blc        ries  h  tve 

bee!    erected  onHolfton;  there  are alfo  feveral  lead  mines,  one  hi  particular  on  French 
Broad,  th.  •  feventy-five  per  cent,  in  pure  lead. 

Some  of  the  Indians  know  of  a  very  rich  fiiver  mine  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cum- 
berland mountain  ;  but  it  has  been  impoffible  to  prevail  upon  them  to  difcover  it. 

On  the  waters  of  French  Broad  river,  is  a  line  large  clear  medicinal  Warm  fpri 
Numbers  of  perfons,  from  the  CaroBnas  and  the  fouthern  parts  of  Virginia,  have  ex- 
perienced its  falutary  effects  in  various  complaints.  When  the  virtue  of  its  water  mall 
be  more  extenfiye'ly  known,  this  fpring  will  probably  be  as  much  refortcd  to  as  thofe 
of  the  back  parts  of  Virginia,  being  more  convenient  to  the  fouthern  ftates.  The  heat 
of  the  water  is  fuch,  that  at  firft  going  into  it,  it  is  hardly  fupportable. 

Saltpetre  caves  are  found  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  copperas  and  allum  fit 
for  ufe,  have  been  gathered  in  caves,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  KnoxviUe. 

Son,  and  productions.]  The  foil  is  luxuriant,  and  produces  tobacco,  cotton,  in- 
digo, Indian  corn,  hemp,  flax,  rice,  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley,  and  all  kinds  of  ve- 
getables,  in  the  higheft  perfection.  In  fhort,  this  territory  will  produce  every  plant, 
vegetable  and  grain,  the  growth  of  any  of  the  united  ftates.  The  uilial  crop  of  cotton 
is  eight  hundred  pounds  to  the  acre  ;  the  ftaple  is  long  and  fine.  They  gather  from 
fixty  to  eighty  bufiicls  of  corn  on  an  acre  of  ground.  It  is  afferted,  however,  that  the 
lands  on  the  final]  livers  that  run  into  the  Miffiflippi,  have  a  decided  preference  to 
thofe  on  the  Cumberland  river,  for  the  production  of  cotton,  rice,  and  indigo. 

Climate.]  The  climate  is  temperate  and  healthy;  the  fummers  are  very  cool  and 
pleafant,  in  that  part  which  is  contiguous  to  the  mountains  that  divide  this  territory 
from  North-Carolina  ;  but  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Cumberland  mountain,  the  heat 
is  more  intenfe,  which  renders  that  part  better  calculated  for  the  production  of  tobac- 
co, cotton,  and  indigo. 

The  piercing  northerly  winds  that  prevail,  during  the  winter,  in  the  Atlantic  ftates, 
feldom  moleft  the  inhabitants  on  Cumberland  river ;  for  they  have  no  great  moun- 
tains to  the  north  or  the  weir  ward.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Atlantic  ftates  are  alfo  fub- 
ject  to  fudden  changes  in  the  atmofphcre,  arifing  from  their  vicinity  to  the  ocean. 
The  air  that  comes  from  the  furface  of  the  fea,  eipecially  from  the  warm  gulf  ftream 
in  winter,  muft  be  very  different  in  its  temperature  from  the  air  that  comes  acrofs 
cold  and  high  mountains ;  but  the  great  diftance  between  the  Cumberland  fettlers 
and  the  ocean,  confidering  that  many  great  mountains  intervene,  effectually  fecures 
them  againft  the  bad  effects  of  thofe  fudden  changes.  North-eafteriy  ftorms  never 
reach  this  country. 

Other  circumftances  prefent  themfelves,  by  which  we  may  account  for  the  remark- 
able healthinefs  of  this  country.  Limeftone  is  common  on  both  fides  of  Cumber- 
land mountain.  There  arc  no  ltagnant  waters ;  and  this  is  certainly  one  of  the  reafons  ' 
why  the  inhabitants  are  not  afflicted  with  thofe  bibous  and  intermitting  fevers,  which 
are  fo  frequent  and  often  fatal  near  the  fame  latitude  on  the  coaft  in  the  fouthern 
ftates.  Whether  it  proceeds  from  the  goodnefs  of  the  water,  the  purity  of  the  air, 
the  temperature  of  the  climate,  or  whatever  may  have  been  the  caufe,  the  inhabi- 
tants  have  certainly  been  remarkably  healthy,  ever  fince  they  fettled  on  the  waters  of 
Cumberland  river. 

Manufactures  and  commerce.]  Befides  the  iron  and  fait  works,  already  men- 
tioned, there  is  a  cotton  manufactory,  efiablifhed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nafhville, 
under  the  direction  of  fome  capital  workmen  from  Manchefter  ;  the  country  aboun- 
ding in  flax  and  cotton,  the  eftablifhment  will  certainly  prove  of  great  confequencc. 
The  exports  confift  of  all  the  productions  of  the  foil,  befides  bar-iron,  callings,  lead, 
4cer  fkins,  and  fur,  ginfeng,  beef,  cattle,  flour,  barrelled  pork  and  beef}  and  very  fine 
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!     ) 

^raggon  and  faddle  horfes,  which  may  be. driven,  as  v/eli  •  ~f  tj,c 

markets  of  the  united  ftates. 

This  territory  is  more  conveniently  fituated  for  the  navigation  of  T 
than  any  of  the  fettlements  of  the  united  ftates,  being  mi 
which  will,  at  a  future  day,  probably  become,  by  its  fituation,  the  general  em 
of  ail  the  weftern  country. 

History.]  This  territory  was* included  within  the  Carolina,  by  the 

ter  granted  by  Charles  the  fecond.  In  the  fubiequent  divifion  of  that  province,  it  re- 
mained apart  of  North-Carolina.  In  1776,  there  w.ie  hardly  two  thoufand  perfons 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Cumberland  mountain.  James  Rol  fq.  now  brio-adier 

general  of  Mew  cii  Uriel,  in  the  year  1780,  crofled  over  the  Cumberland  momitain, 
with  a  few  families  under  his  direction,  whom  he  fettled  at  the  French  Lick,  now 
the  town  of  Nafhviile.  In    1783,  the  legislature  of  North-Carolina  laid  off  a  part  of 
the  lands  on  the  weftern  fide  of  Cumberland  mountain,  for  the  officers  and  f 
of  the  continental  line,  and  included  the  infant  colony  of  governor   Robertfon  in   it, 
allowing  to  each  fettler  pre-emption  rights.    At  the  fame  feffion,  they, enacted  a  law, 
opening  a  land  office  for  the  tale  of  all  the  unappropriated  lands,  not  within  the  mi- 
litary boundaries.  In  178.9,  the  Urate  of  North-Carolina,  at  the  defire  of  the! 
tants,  ceded  to  the  united  ftates  all  this  rich  and  exieniive  territory,  under  the 
reftricTion,  that  all  appropriations,  made  by  North-Carolina,  fhou'ld  be  confirmed  to 
the  proprietors. 


INDIANA. 

NDIANA,  fo  called,  is  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  the  ftate  of 
Virginia,  ceded  to  William  Trent  and  twenty-two  others,  by  the  Six  Nations  and 
the  Shawanefe,  Delaware  and  Huron  tribes,  as  a  compenfation  for  the  IciTes  they 
had  fuftained  by  the  depredations  of  the  latter,  in  the  year  1763.  This  ceffion  was 
made  in  a  congrefs  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Six  Nations,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  by  an 
indenture,  figned  the  3d  of  November,  1768,  witneffing,  "  That  for  and  in  confidera- 
tion  of  eighty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixteen  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  eight- 
pence,  York  currency,  (the  fame  being  the  amount  of  the  goods  feized  and  taken  by 
laid  Indians  from  faid  Trent,  &c.v  they  did  grant,  bargain,  fell,  &c.  to  his  majefty, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  for  the  only  ufe  of  the  faid  William  Trent,  Sec.  all  that  tract 
or  parcel  of  land,  beginning  at  the  foutherly  fide  of  the  Little  Kanhaway  creek,  where 
it  empties  itfelf  into  the  river  Ohio  ;  and  running  then  fouth-eaft  to  the  Laurel-Kill ; 
thence  along  the  Laurel-Hill  until  it  ftrikes  the  river  Monongahela  ;  thence  down 
the  ftream  of  the  faid  river,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the  fouthern 
boundary  line  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania  ;  thence  weftwardly  along  the  courfc 
of  the  faid  province  boundary  line,  as  far  as  the  fame  fhail  extend  ;  thence  by  the 
fame  courfe  to  the  river  Ohio,  and  then  down  the  river  Ohio  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, inclufively."  This  indenture  was  figned  by  fix  Indian  chiefs,  in  prefence  of  fir 
William  Johnfon,  governor  Franklin  of  New  Jerfey,  and  the  comniiffioners  from> 
Virginia,  Pennfylvania,  &c,  making  twelve  in  the  whole. 

Since  the  Indians  had  an  undifputed  title  to  the  above  limited  territory,  either 
from  pre-occupancy  or  conqueft,  and  their  right  wasexprefsly  acknowledged  by  the 
above  deed  of  ceffion  to  the  crown,  it  is  very  evident  that  a  r.  Trent,  in  his  own 
right,  and  as  attorney  for  the  traders,  has  a  good,  lawful  and  fuifieient  tide  to  the 
land  granted  by  the  iaia  deed  of  conveyance. 
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matter  was  laid  before  congrefs  in  the  year  1782,  and  a  committee  appointed 
onfider  it  ;  who,  in  May,  reported  as  follows  :  "On  the  whole,  your  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  purchail :s  ot  colonel  Croghan  and  the  Indiana  company,  were 
mad:  I  :  1  fide  for  a  valuable  confederation,  according  to  the  then  ufagc  and  cuftoms 
c  f  purchaling  Indian  lands  from  the  Indians,  with  the  knowledge,  confent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  crown  of  Britain,  the  then  government  of  New-York  and  Virginia, 
and  therefore,  do  recommend,  that  it  be 

l-  Refolved,  that  if  the  faid  lands  are  finally  ceded  or  adjudged  to  the  united  ftates  in 
point  of  jurisdiction,  that  congrefs  will  confirm  to  fuch  of  the  faid  purchafers  who 
are,  and  fliall  be,  citizens  of  the  united  ftates,  or  either  of  them,  their  refpective 
fhares  and  proportions  of  faid  lands,  making  a  reafonable  deduction  for  the  value 
of  the  quit-rents  referved  by  the  crown  of  England." 

Notwithstanding  this  report  of  the  committee,  the  queftion  could  never  be  brought 
to  adecifion  before  congrefs.  The  federal  conftitution  has,  however,  made  provilion 
for  tiie  determination  of  this  bufinefs  before  the  fupreme  federal  court.  But  previous 
to  an  appeal  to  this  court,  the  proprietors  thought  proper,  by  their  agent,  colonel 
Morgan,  (who  is  alio  a  proprietor;  to  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  legiflattfre  of  Vir- 
ginia,  letting  forth  their  claims,  and  praying  that  the  bufinefs  might  be  equitably 
fettled.  This  memorial  was  prefented  in  November,  1790  ;  and  thus  the  Indiana  bu- 
ilneis  reds  for  the  prefent. 


SPANISH    DOMINIONS    in    NORTH    AMERICA. 
EAST  and  WEST  FLORIDA. 

Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length     qoo  ?   ,    .  C    ?  and  16  W.  lona-itude  fromPhila.  } 

-.       j  1  c   between    <    J       ,  .,   y  ...    ,  >   ico,oco 

Breadth  440  3.  £25  and  32  north  latitude.  3 

Boundaries.]  r  B  1I-IIS  country  is  bounded  by  Georgia  on  the  north  ;  by  the  Miflif- 
J_  iippi,  on  the  weft  ;  by  the  gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  fouth  ;  and 
by  the  Bahama  (traits  on  the  eaft. 

RivrRf.]  The  Miffiffippi,  which  forms  the  weftern  boundary  of  Florida,  is  one  of 
the  iineft  rivers  in  the  world,  as  well  as  the  largeft;  for,  including  its  turnings  and 
windings,  it  is  fuppofed  to  run  a  courfe  of  4500  miles  ;  but  its  mouths  are  in  a  man- 
ner  choaked  up  with  fands  and  fhoals,  which  deny  accefs  to  veffcls  of  any  confiderable 
burden:  there  being,  according  to  Mitchel's  map,  only  twelve  feet  water  over  the 
bar  (captain  Pitman  lays  feventeen)  at  the  principal  entrance.  Within  the  bar,  there 
is  one  hundred  fathom  water,  and  the  channel  is  every  where  deep,  and  the  current 
gentle,  except  at  a  certain  feafon,  when,  like  the  Nile,  it  overflows,  and  becomes  ex- 
tremely rapid.  It  is,  except  the  entrance  already  mentioned,  every-where  free  from 
fhoals  and  cataracts,  and  navigable  for  craft  of  one  kind  or  other  almoft  to  its  fource. 
The  Mobille,  the  Apalachicola,  and  St.  John's  rivers,  are  alfo  large  and  noble  ftreams. 

Bays  and  capes.]  The  principal  bays  are,  St.  Bernard's,  Afcenlion,  Mobiile,  Penfa- 
cola,  Dauphin,  Jofeph,  Apalaxy,  Spiritu  Sancto,  and  Charles'  bay. 

The  chi_f  capes  are,  cape  Blanco,  Sambles,  Anclote,  St.  Auguftine,  and  cape  Flori- 
da, at  the  extremity  of  the  peninfula. 

Air  and  climate.]  Though  the  air  is  here  very  warm,  the  heats  are  much  allayed 
by  cool  breezes  from  the  feas,  which  environ  and  wafh  a  confiderable  part  of  this 
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country.  The  inland  countries,  towards  the  north,  feel  a  little  of  theroughnefs  of  the 
north.vveft  wind,  which,  more  or  lefs,  diffufes  its  chilling  breath  over  the  conti- 
nent of  North-  America  •,  carrying  froft  and  fnow  many  decrees  more  to  the  Couth- 
ward  in  thefe  regions,  than  the  north-eaft  wind  dees  in  Europe.  That  the  ai  of  Fcri- 
da  is  pure  and  wholefome,  appears  from  the  fize,  vigokc  and  longevity  of  the  Flori- 
dianl  Indians,  who,  in  thefe  refpccls,  far  exceed  their  more  fouthern  neighbours  the 
Mexicans  ;  and,  when  the  Spaniard*  quitted  St.  Auguuine,  many  of  them  were  of 
great  age,  lome  above  ninety. 

Soil' productions,  and "|  Many- of  the  dlfadvantages  indifaiminately  imputed 
face  of  the  country.  J  to  the  foil  of  the  whole  country  mould  be  confined  to 
Eaft-Florda.  which  indeed  near  the  fea,  and  for  forty  miles  back,  is  flat  and  fandy. 
But  even  the  country  round  St.  Auguftir.e,  in  all  appearance,  the  word  in  the  pro- 
vince, is  far  from  being  unfruitful  ;  it  produces  two  crops  of  Indian  corn  a  year. 
The  garden  vegetables  are  in  great  perfection.  The  orange  and  lemon  trees  grow  here, 
without  cultivation,  to*  a  larger  fize  and  produce  be'ter  fruit  than  in  Spain  or  Portu- 
gal. The  inland  country  towards  the  hills  is  extremely  rich  and  fertile,  producing 
fpontaneoufly  the  fruits,  vegetables,  and  gums,  that  are  common  to  Georgia  and  the 
Carolinians  ;  and  is  likewife  favourable  to  the  rearing  of  European  productions.  There 
is  not,  on  the  whole  continent'of  America,  any  place  better  qualified  by  nature  to  af- 
ford, not  only  all  the  neceflaries  of  life,  but  alfoall  the  pleafures  of  habitation,  than 
that  part  of  this  country  which  lies  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

From  the  climate  of  Florida  and  fome  fpecimen  fent  to  England,  there  is  teafon  to 
expedt  that  cotton,  fugar,  wine,  and  filk  would  grow  here  as  well  as  in  Perfia,  India, 
and  China,  'which  are  in  the  fame  latitudes.  This  country  alfo  produces  rice,  indigo, 
ambergris,  cochineal,  amethyfts,  turquoifes,  lapis  lazuli,  and  other  precious  (tones  ; 
CDpper,  quick- filver,  pit-coal,  and  iron  ore  :  pears  are  found  in  great  abundance  on 
the  coaft,  mahogany  grows  on  the  fouthem  parts  of  the  peninfula,  but  inferior,  in  fize 
and  quality,  to  that  of  Jamaica.  It  has  been  aflerted,  that  a  good  faddle  horfe  may  be 
purchafed  for  goods  of  five  millings  value  prime  coft  ;  and  that  there  are  inftancss  of 
horfes  being  exchanged  for  a  hatchet  per  head.  Weft  Florida  has  already  fupphed 
Spain  with  confiderabTe  quantities  of  naval  ftores.  It  is  faid  that  no  province  can  more 
profitably  furnim  Madeira  with  corn  and  pipe-ftaves  than  tins  and  .m  return  fup - 
Ply  itfelf  and  other  provinces  with  wines.  The  fisheries  might  hkewife  be  rendered 
here  very  profitable  ;  as  might  alfo  the  fur  .trade,  and  various  other  branches  of 
commerce.  The  live  oaks,  though  not  tall,  contain  a  prodigious  quantity  of  timber. 
The  trunk  is  generally  from  twelve  to  twenty  feet  m  circumference,  and  rifes  ten  or 
twelve  feet  from  the"  earth,  and  then  branches  into  foufor  five  great  limb  wlncn 
grow  in  nearly  a  horizontal  diredion  forming  a  gentle  curve  "I  have  ftepp.d  la  . 
Bartram,  "above  fifty  paces  on  a  ftraight  line  from  the  trunk  of  one  of  thefe  tree  to 
the  extremity  of  the  limbs."  They  are  ever  green,  and  thc  "^J1^1^^0^ 
Thev  bear  great  quantity  of  fmall  acorns,  which  is  agreeable  food  when  roaltea,  and 
Id  Lm  wlich  rhe  Indians  extra*  a  fweet  oil,  which  they  ufe  in  cooking   hommmy 

"popuLatxon  and  chIEf  towns,]  Notwithftanding  the ^f ^^^eSent ^f 

the  gulf  of  Mexico,  in  which  veflels  may  he  m  tfety  ^^^Xaff,  and  filver 
Vol.  II.  7-1, 
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manufactures,  at  an  average  of  three  years,  to  the  value  of  ninety-feven  thoufartd 
pounds. 

St.  Auguftine,  the  capital  of  Eaft-Florida,  N.  lat.  29  °  45';  W.  Ion.  6  °  12',  from 
Philad.  runs  along  the  fhore,  and  is  of  an  oblong  form,  divided  by  four  regular  ftreets 
crofting  each  other  at  right  angles.  The  town  is  fortified  with  baftions,  andenclofed 
with  a  ditch.  It  is  likewife  defended  by  a  caftle  called  Fort  St.  John  ;  and  the  whole  is 
farnifhed  with  cannon.  At  the  entrance  into  the  harbour  are  the  North  and  South 
breakers,  forming  two  channels,  whofe  bars,  at  low  tides,  have  eight  feet  water. 

History  ~]  The  Floridas  have  experienced  the  vieiflitudes  of  war,  and  frequently, 
changed  Mafters,  belonging  alternately  to  the  French  and  Spaniards.  Weft  Florida,  as 
far  eaft  as  Perdido  river,  was  owned  and  occupied  by  the  French  ;  the  remainder,  and 
all  Eaft  Florida,  by  the  Spaniards,  previous  to  their  being  ceded  at  the  peace  of  1763, 
to  the  Englifh,  who  divided  this  country  into  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida.  During  the  laft 
war,  they  were  reduced  b>  the  arms  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  guaranteed  to  him  by 
the  definitive  treaty  of  1783. 


LOUISIANA: 

Boundaries.]  "QOUNDED  by  the  Mississippi  eaft ;  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  fouth; 
j3  by  New  Mexico  weft  •,  and  runs  indefinitely  north.  Under  the 
French  government,  Louifiana  included  both  fides  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  mouth 
to  the  Illinois,  and  back  from  the  river,  eaft  and  weft  indefinitely. 

Rivers.]  It  is  interfered  by  a  number  of  fine  rivers,  among  which  are,  St.  Fran- 
cis,  which  empties  into  the  Mississippi,  at  Kappas  Old  Fort,  navigable  abouttwo  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  or  three  hundred  miles  ;  its  courfe  is  nearly  parallel  with  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  diftant  from  it.  The  Natchitoches,  which  emp- 
ties into  the  Mississippi  above  Point  Coupee,  and  the  Adayes  or  Mexico  river,  empty- 
ing into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  river  Rouge  ;  on  which  arefaid  to  be  as  rich  filver 
mines  as  any  in  Mexico.  This  i9  fuppofed  to  be  one  principal  reafon,  why  theexclufive 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  has  been  fo  much  infifted  00.  by  Spain. 

Capital.]  New-Orleans.  It  ftands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Mifliflippi,  one  hundred 
and  five  miles  from  its  month,  In  latitude  30  °  2'  north.  It  lately  contained  about 
eleven  hundred  houfes,  feven  eighths  of  which  were  confumed  by  fire,  in  the  fpace 
of  five  hours,  en  the  19th  of  March,  1788.  It  has  been  fince  re-built.  But  accounts 
are  juft  received,  as  this  fhect  is  going  to  prefs,  oia  fecond  fire,  which  on  the  8th 
of  December,  1794,  coufumed  about  four  huudred  houfes.  Its  advantages  for  trade 
are  very  great  Situated  on  a  noble  river,  in  a  fertile  and  healthy  country,  within  a 
week's  fail  of  Mexico,  by  fea,  and  as  near  to  the  Britifh,  French,  and  Spanifh  Weft- 
India  iflands,  with  a  moral  certainty  of  its  becoming  the  general  receptacle  for  the 
produce  of  that  extenfive  and  valuable  country,  on  the  Mifliflippi  and  Ohio,  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  are  fufficientto  enfure  its  future  growth  and  commercial  importance. 

Religion,  government,  &c]  The  greater  part  of  the  white  inhabitants  are 
Reman  catholics.  They  are  governed  by  a  viceroy  from  Spain,  and  the  number  of 
inhabitants  are  unknown. 

Climate,  soil,  and  produce.]  Louifiana  is  agreeably  fituated  between  the  ex- 
tremes of  heat  and  cold.  Its  climate  varies  as  it  extends  towards  the  north.  The  fou- 
thern  parts,  lying  within  the  reach  of  the  refreihing  breezes  from,  the  fea,  are  not 
fcorched  like  thofe  under  the  fame  latitudes  in  Africa  ;  and  its  northern  regions  are 
eclderthan  thofe  of  Europe,  under  the  fame  parallels,  with  a  wholefome  ferene  air. 
To  judge  of  the  produce  to  be  expected  from  the  foil  of  Louifiana,  let  us  turn  our 
eyes  to  Egypt,  Arabia  Felix,  Perfia,  India,  China,  and  Japan,  all  lying  in  correfpond- 
ipg  latitudes.     Of  thefe,  China  alone  has  a  tolerable  government  j  and  yet  it  muft  ' 
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acknowledged,  they  all  are,  or  have  been,  famous  for  their  riches  and  fertility.  From 
the  favourablenefs  of  the  climate  two  annual  crops  of  Indian  corn  may  be  produced  j 
and  the  foil  with  little  cultivation  would  furnifh  grain,  of  every  kind,  in  the  greattft 
abundance.  Their  timber  is  as  fine  as  any  in  the  world,  and  the  quantities  of  live 
oak,  afh,  mulberry,  walnut,  cherry,  cyprefs,  and  cedar,  arcaftonifhing.  The  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Mifliflippi,  befides,  furnifhes  the  richeft  fruits  in  great  variety.  The 
foil  is  particularly  adapted  for  hemp,  flax,  and  tobacco  ;  and  indigo  is  at  this  time, 
a  staple  commodity,  which  commonly  yields  the  planter  three  or  four  cuttings,  a 
year.  In  a  word,  whatever  is  rich  and  rare  in  the  moft  agreeable  climates  in  Europe, 
feems  to  be  the  fpontaneous  production  of  this  delightful  country.  The  Miffiffippi 
and  the  neighbouring  lakes,  furnrfh,  in  great  plenty,  feveral  forts  of  fifh,  particularly 
perch,  pike,  fturgeon,  and  eels. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  Louifiana,  forty-five  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
river,  on  the  weft  bunk  of  the  Mifliflippi,  a  fettlement  has  been  attempted  by  colonel 
Morgan,  of  New-Jerfey,  under  the  patronage  of  theSpanifh  king.  The  fpot  on  which 
the  city  is  propofed  to  be  built  is  called  New- Madrid,  after  the  capital  of  Spain,  and 
is  in  north  latitude  30  °   30'. 

History.]  The  Mifliflippi,  on  which  the  fine  country  of  Louifiana  is  fituated,  was 
firft  difcovered  by  Ferdinand  de  Soto,  in  1541.  Monfieur  de  la  Salle  was  the  firft  who 
traverfed  it.  He,  in  the  year  1682,  having  pafled  down  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  furveyed  the  adjacent  country,  returned  to  Canada,  from  whence  he  took  paflage 
to  France. 

From  the  flattering  accounts  which  he  gave  of  the  country,  and  the  advanta- 
ges that  would  accrue  from  fettling  a  colony  in  thofe  parts,  Louis  XIV.  vas  induced 
to  eftablifh  a  company  for  that  purpofe.  Accordingly,  a  fquadron  of  four  veflels,  amply 
provided  with  men  and  provifions,  under  the  command  of  Monfieur  de  la  Salle,  em- 
barked with  an  intention  to  fettle  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  But  he  unin- 
tentionally failed  a  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftwardofit,  where  he  attempted  to  ef- 
tablifh a  colony  -,but  through  the  unfavourablenefs  of  the  climate,  the  moftof  his  men 
miferably  perifhed  ;  and  he  himfelf  was  murdered,  not  long  after,  by  two  of  his  own 
men.  Monfieur  Ibberville  fucceeded  him  in  his  laudable  attempts.  He,  after  two 
fuccefsful  voyages,  died  while  preparing  for  a  third.  Crozat  fucceeded  him  ,  and  in 
-1 7 1 2,  the  King  gave  him  Louifiana.  This  grant  continued  but  a  fhort  time  after  the 
death  of  Louis  XIV.  In  1763  Louifiana  was  ceded  to  the  king  of  Spain,  to  whom  it 
now  belongs. 


NEW-MEXICO     including     CALIFORNIA. 

Situation  and  extent. 
Miles,  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length,    2000!    betWee_     flQ  and  51  W.  long,  from  Pbilad.l    fi 
Breadth,    1600J    Decwecn     [23  and  43  N,  latitude.  J 

1  T>OUNDED  by  unknown  lands  on  the  north  ;  bv  Louifiana,  on 
Boundaries.]  £Jthe  eaft  .  by  Old-Mexico,  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  onthefomh-, 
and  by  the  fame  ocean,  on.  the  weft. 

Provinces.  ]"      Chief  Towns. 

New-Mexico  Proper     -    -     -  I  Santa  Fe,  W.  Ion.  fromPhilad.  29  °  ;  N.  lat.  3G  °  , 
Apacheira,     -     -     -     -     -    -  |  St.  Antonio. 

Sonora,     -------  I  Tuape. 

California,  a  peninfula,     -     -  |   St.  Juan. 


>84  OLD-MEXICO. 

Soil  and  cl'mate.]  Thefe  countries  lying,  for  the  moil  part,  within  the  temperate 
zone,  have  a  climite  in  many  places  extremely  agreeable  ;  and  the  foil  productive  of  e-  - 
very  thim7,  either  for  profit  or  delight.  In  California,  however,  the  heat  is  great  in  fum." 
roer,  particularly  towards  the  fea  coaft  ;  but  in  the  inland  country,  the  climatels  more 
temperate,  and,  in  winter,  even  cold. 

Face  and  produce  of  the  country.]  The  natural  hiftory  of  thefe  countries  is 
yet  in  its  infancy.  The  Spaniards  themfe'ves  know  little  of  the  matter,  and  that  little 
they  are  unwilling  to  communicate,  being. jealous  of.revealing  the  natural  advantages 
of  thefe  countries,  which  might  be  an  inducement  to  other  nations  to  form  fettlements 
theie.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  in  general,  the  provinces  of  New- Mexico  and  Cali- 
fornia are  extremely  beautiful  and  pleafant,  the  face,  of  the  country  is  agreeably  varied 
with  plains,  interfered  by  rivers  and  adorned  with  gentle  eminences,  covered  with  va- 
rious kinds  of  trees,  fome  producing  excellent  fruit.  With  refpect  to  the  value  of  the 
gold  mines,  nothing  pofitive  ,can  be  afferted.  Thefe  provinces  have  undoubtedly  e- 
nough  of  natural  productions  to  render  them  advantageous  colonies  to  any  induftrious 
nation.  In  California  there  falls  in  the  morning  a  great  quantity  of  dew,  which,  re- 
maining on  the  rofe  leaves,  candies,  and  becomes  hard  like  manna,  having  all  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  refined  fugar,  without  its  whitenefs.  There  is  alfo  another  very  lingular  natural 
production  ;  in.  the  heart  of  the  country  there  are  plains  offalt,  quite  firm  and  clear  as 
cryftal,  which,  confidering  the  van;  quantities  of  fifh  found  injts  coafts,  might  render  it 
an  invaluable  acquifition  to  an  enterprizing  nation. 

Inhabitants,  history,  government,")       The  Spanifh  fettlements  here  are  com- 
religion,  and  commerce.  J   par atively  weak  ,  though  thev  areincrea- 

fing  every  d'^y  i»  proportion  as  new  mines  are  difcovered.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly 
Indians,  whom  the  fpanifli  missionaries  have,  in  many  places  converted. to  chriftianitv 
and  to  a  civilized  life  ;  and  taught  to  raife  corn  and  wine,  which  they  now  export  to 
Old-Me  ceo  California  was  difcovered  by  Cortez,  the  conqueror  of  Mexico.  Sir  Frarc's 
Drake  took  poftession  of  it,  in  1578,  and  his  right  was  confirmed  by  the  principal 
king,  or  chief  of  the  whole  country.  This  title,  however,  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  has  not  hitherto  attempted  to  vindicate,  though  California  is  admirably  fituated 
for  trade,  and  on  its  coafts  has  a  pearl  fifhery  of  great  value.  The  inhabitants  and  go, 
yernment  do  not  materially  differ  from  thofe  of  Old  Mexico. 


OLD-MEXICO  or   NEW-SPAIN. 


Situation  and  extent, 

Mi!es  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length   2000^1  ,  f  8  and  35  W.  Ion.  from  Philad.       ")       _ 

Breadth     boo  J  bet*een      [J  and  30  N.  Iat.  j  3l8>°°<> 

Boundaries. ]"OOUNDED  by  New.Mexico,  or  Granada,   on  the  north  ;  by  the 
J3  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  north  eaft  :   by   Terra  Firma,  on  the. 
/uth-eaft;  and  by  the  Pacific  Ocean,   on  the  fouth-weft.lt  contains  three  audiences. 
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sludiences. 


I»  G  A  LI  CI  A. 


Chief  Towns. 
Guadalajmra. 
Zacatecas. 
Sf.  Barbara.    . 
Cinolea. 
Culistcan. 
Charmedan, 
Xalifco. 


Mexico,  Acapulco. 

Mechoacan. 

Tampice. 

Tlafcala,  Vera  Cruz. 

Guaxaca. 

Tobafco, 

Campeachy. 

Chiapa. 

Soconufco. 

Verapaz. 
Guatemala*.' 
Valladolid. 
Leon. 

Nycoya. 
Santa  Fee. 


Provinces. 
ft.  GuadaJajarra, 
I  2.  Zacatecas, 
|  3.  New  Bifcay, 
[  4-  Cinolea, 

5.  Cuiiacan, 

6.  Charmetlan, 

7.  Xalifeo, 

1.  Mexico, 

2.  Mechoacan, 

3.  Panuco, 
4-  Tlafcala, 

II.  MEXICO.  \  5.  Guaxaca, 
6.  Tobafco, 
7-  Jucatan, 

8.  Chiapa, 
.9-  Soconufco, 

fit.  Verapaz, 

J  2.  Guatimala, 

III.  GUATIMALA.  <  ^  Honduras, 
;  4.  (Nicaragua, 
j  5.  Cofta  Rica, 
[_6.  Veragua, 

Bays.]  On  the  North  Sea  are  the  gulfs  or  bays  of  Mexico,  Campeachy,  Vera  Cruz, 
•«nd  Honduras',  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  South»Sea,  are  the  bays  Micoya  and  Amapalla, 
Acapulco,  and  Salinas. 

Cap£s.]  Thefe  are  Cape  Sardo.  Cape  St  Martin,  Cape  Condecedo,  Cape  Catache, 
Cape  Honduras,  Cape  Cameron,  and  Cape-  Gracias  a  Dios,  in  the  North  Sea.  Cape 
Marques,  Cape  Spirit  Santo-  Cape  Corientes,  Cape  Gallero,  Cape  Blanco,  Cape  Bu- 
lica,  Cape  Prucreos,  and  Cape  Malta,  in  the  South  Sea. 

Winds,]  In  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  adjacent  feas,  there  are  ftrong  north 
winds  from  October  to  March,  about  tiie  full  and  change  of  the  moon.  Trade  winds 
prevail  every  whereat  a  d  ftance  from  land,  within  the  tropics  Near  the  coaft,  in  the 
South  Sea,  they  have  periodical  winds,  viz.  monfoons,  and  fea  and  land  breezes,  as 
in  Afia. 

Soil  and  climate.]  Mexico,  lying  for  the  moft  part  within  the  torrid  zone,  is 
exceffively  hot  ;  and  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  where  the  lands  are  low,  is  marlhy,  con- 
stantly flooded  in  the  rainy  feafons,  and  extnmely  wholefome.  The  inland  country, 
however,  aiTumes  a  better  a{pect.  and  the  air  is  of  a  milder  temperature  •,  on  the  weft- 
cm  fide,  the  land  is  notfo  low  as  on  the  eaftern,  much  better  in  quality,  and  full  of 
plantations.  The  foil  of  Mexico,  in  general,  has  much  variety,  and  would  not  refufe 
any  fort  of  grain,  if  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  correfponded  with  their  natural  ad- 
vantages. 

Produce. 3  Mexico,  like  all  the  tropical  countries,  is  rather  more  nbundant  in  fruits 
than  in  grain.  The  pine-apples,  pornegranaces,  oranges,  lemons,  citrons,  figs,  andcocoa- 
nuts,  are  here  in  the  greateft plenty  and  perfection.  Mexico  produces  alfo  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  fugar,  efpecially  towards  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  province  of  Gaux« 
aca  and  Guatimala.  Cedar  trets  and  log-wood  flourifti  much,  about  the  bays  Cam- 
psachy  and  Honduras,  as  does  ths  maho  tree,  which  hath  a   bark   with  ftrong  fibres, 

*  This  city  was  fwallowed  up  by  an  earthquake  on  the  7th  of  June,  1773,  when  eight  thoufand 
families  inftantly  persfhed.  New-Guatimala  is  built  at  fome  diftance,  and  is  well  inhabited. 
Vol,  II.  7  K 
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which  they  twill  and  make  ropes  of.  They  have  alfo  a  tree,  which  is  called  ligh^wood,'- 
being  as  light  as  a  cork,  of  which  they  make  floats  to  carry  their  merchandife  on  the 

fea-coafts.  ■    . 

But  the  chief  advantage  of  the  country,  and  what  firft  induced  the  Spaniards  to' 
fettle  upon  it,  are  the  mines  of  gold  and  filver.  The  chief  of  the  former-  are  in  Vera- 
gua  in  New  Granada,  bordering  upon  Darien  and  Terra  Frrma.  Thofe  of  filver, 
which  are  more  rich  and  numerous,  are  found  in  feveral  parts,  but  chiefly  in 
the  province  of  Mexico.  Fhe  mmes  of  both  kinds  are  always  difcovered  in  the  mod 
barren  and  mountainous  part  of  the  country  •,  n  ture  making  amends,  in  one  refpeeT:, 
for  her  defects  in  another.  The  working  of  the  gold  and  filver  mines  depends  on  the 
fame  principles.  When  the  ore  is  dug  out,  compounded  of  feveral  heterogeneous  fub- 
ftances, mixed  with  precious  metals,  it  is  broken  into  fmall  pieces  by  a  mill,  and 
afterwards  waftiedi  by  which  means  it  is  difengaged  from  the  earth,  and  other  fo ft 
bodies  which  adhered  to  it.  it  is  then  mixed  with  mercury,  which,  of  all  fubftances, 
has  the  ftrongeft  attraction  for  gold,  and  likewife  a  ftronger  attraction  for  filver  than 
the  other  fubftances  which  are  united  with  it  in  the  ore.  By  means  of  the  mercury, 
therefore  the  gold  and  filver  are  firft  feparatcd  from  the  heterogeneous  matter,  and' 
then,  by  ftraining  and  evaporating,  the'y  are  difunited  from  the  mercury  itfelf.  Of 
the  quantity  of  gold  and  filver,  which  the  mines  of  Mexico  afford,  opinions  have  been 
various.  Thofe  who  have  enquired  moft  into  the  fubject,  compute  the  revenues  of 
Mexico  at  twenty  four  millions  fterling  •,  and  it  is  well  known,  that  this,  with  the 
other  provinces  of  Spaaifh  America,  fupply  the  whole  world  with   filver. 

The  other  articles  next  in  importance  to  gold  audfil/er,  are  the  cochineal  and  co- 
coa. The  former  is  an  infect  peculiar  to  tliis  country.-  It  adheres  to  the  plant  calltd 
opuntia,  and  fucks  the  juice  of  the  fruit,  which  is  of  a  crimfon  colour.  From  this 
juice  the  cochineal  derives  its  vai'ue,  which  confifts  in  dying  the  fineft  fcarlet,  cim* 
fon  and  purple  colours.  It  is  alfo  ufed  in  medicine  as  a  fudorific,  and  as  a  cordial  ; 
and  it  is  computed  that  the  Spaniards  annually  export  no  lefs  than  nine  hundred  thon- 
fand  pounds  weight  of  this  commodity.  The  cocoa,  of  which  chocolate  is  made, 
grows  on  a  trte  of  a  middling  fize,  which  bears  a  pod  about  the  fize  and  fhape  of  a- 
cucumber  containing  the  cocoa.  The  Spanilh  commerce  in  this  article  is  immenfe. 
This  country  likewife  produces  filk,  but  not  in  fuch  abandance  as  to  make  any  remark- 
able nart  of  its  export.  Cotton  is  here  in  great  abundance,  and,  on  account  of  its  light, 
nefs,'  is  ufed  in  the  manufacture  of  moft  of  the  articles  in  the  common  ware  of  the  in- 
habitants ,. 

Population,  inhabitants,  go-")      The  prefent  inhabitants  may  be  divided   into 
VEfrNMENT,  and  manner'.     J  whites,  Indians,  and    negroes.     The  whites  are 
either  born  in  Old  Spain,  or  Creoles,  i.  e.  natives  of  Spanifh  America.  The  former  are 
chiefly  employed  in  government  or  trade,  and  have  nearly  the  fame  character  with  the 
Spaniards  in  Europe,  but  only  a  greater  portion  of  pride  ;  for  they  confider  themfelves 
entitled  to  great  diftinctions,  as  natives  of  Europe,  and    look  upon  the  other  inhabi- 
tants as  many  degrees  beneath  them.  The  Creoles  are  faid  to  have  all  the  bad  qualities 
of  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  they  are  defcended,  withaut  that   courage,  firmnefs,  and' 
patience,  which  make  the  praife  wortny  part  of  the  Spanifh  character.  Naturally  weak- 
•and  effeminate,  they  axe  charged  with  dedicating  the  greateft  part  of  their  lives  to  in- 
ailive  phafures      Luxurious  without  variety  or   elegance,   and  expenfive  with  great- 
parade,  and  little   convenience,  their  general  character  is  no  more    than  a  grave  and 
ipecious  iniignificance.   From  idlenefs  and  conftitution,   their  chief  bufinefs  is  amour 
and  intrigue  •,  and  many  of  their  ladies  are  not  diftinguifhed  for  their  chiftity  or  do- 
meftic  virtues.  The  Indians,  who,  notwithftanding  the  devaftations  of  the  firft   inva- 
de! s,  remain  in  great  numbers,  are   become,  by  continual    oppreflion  and  indignity,  a 
dejected,  timorous,  and  miferable  race.  The  blacks  here,  like  all   thofe  in  -other  parts' 
pf.the  worli,are  ftubborn,  hardy,  and  adapted  for  the  grofs  fhyery  they  endure. 
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Such  is  the  general  character  of  the  inhabitants,  not  only  in'Mexico,  but  the  greateft 
part  of  Spanifh.  America.  The  civil  government  is  adminftered  by  tribunals,  called 
audiences, which  bear  a  faint  refemblance  to  the  former  parliaments  of  France.  In  thefe 
courts  the  Spanifh  viceroy  prefides.  His  employment  is  the  greateft  truft  and  power 
which  the  king  of  bpain  has  in  his  difpofal  and  is  perhaps  the  richeft  government  en- 
trusted to  any  fubject  in  the  world,  The  greatnefs  of  the  viceroy's  office  is  diminifh- 
cd  by  the  fhortnefs  of  its  duration.  For  as  jealoufy  is  the  leading  feature  of  Spanifh 
politics,  in  American  concerns,  no  officer  is  allowed  to  nuintain  his  power  for  more 
than  three  years,  which  no  doubt,  may  have  a  good  effect  ia  fecuring  the  authority 
of  the  crown  of  Spain,  but  is  attended  with  unhappy  confequences  to  the  miferable 
inhabitants,  who  thereby  become  a  prey  to  every  new  governor.  The  clergy  are  ex- 
tremely numerous  in  Mexico  :  and  it  has  been  computed,  that  priefts,  monks  and  nuns 
of  all  orders,  make  a  fifth  of  the  white  inhabitants  here  and  in  the  other  parts  of 
Spanifh  America.  The  people  are  fuperftitious,  ignorant,  rich,  lazy  andlicencious  :  it 
is  not  therefore  extraordinary  that  the  church  fhould  enjoy  one-fourth  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  whole  kingdom. 

Commerce,  cities  and  shipping.]  The  trade  of  Mexico  confifts  of  three  great  branch* 
tis,  which  extend  over  the  world.  It.  carries  on  a  traffic  with  Europe,  by  La  Vera  Cruz 
fituated  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ;  with  the  Eaft-Indies,  by  Acapulco  on  the  South- 
Sea  ;  .and  with  South-America  by  the  fame  port.  Thefe  Twofea-ports,  Vera  Cruz  and 
Acapulco  are  well  fituated  for  the  commercial  purpofes  to  which  they  are  applied.  By 
means  of  the  former,  Mexico  pours  her  wealth  over  the  whole  world  ;  and  receives 
in  return,  the  numberlefs  luxuries  and  neceffaries  which  Europe  affords  her  and 
which  the  indolence  of  her  inhabitants  will  hardly  ever  permit  them  to  acquire  for 
themfelves.  At  this  port,  the  fleet  from  Cadiz,  called  the  flota,  confining  of  three  men 
of  war,  as  a  convoy,  and  fourteen  large  merchant  fhips,  annually  arrive  about  the  be- 
ginning of  November.  Its  cargo  confifts  of  almoft  every  commodity  and  manufacture  of 
Europe,  and  feveral  nations  have  more  concern  in  it  than  the  Spaniards,  who  fend 
out  little  more  than  wine  and  oil.  The  profit  of  thefe,  with  the  freight  and  commiffion 
to  the  merchants,  and  duty  to  the  king,  are  the  chief  advantages  which  Spain  derives 
from  her  American  commerce.  When  all  the  goods  are  landed  and  difpofed  of  at  La 
Vera  Cruz,  the  fleet  takes  in  the  plate,  precious  {tones,  and  other  commodities  for 
Europe.  Some  time  in  May  they  are  ready  to  depart.  From  La  Vera  Cruz  they  fail 
to  the  Havannah,  in  the  ifle  of  Cuba,  which  is  the  rendezvous  where  they  meet  the  ga- 
leons,  another  fleet  which- carries  on  the  trade  of  Terra  Firma,  by  Carthagena,  and  of 
Peru  by  Panama  and  Porto  Bello.  When  all  are  collected  and  provided  with  a  convoy 
necefTary  for  their  fafety,  they  fleer  for  Old  Spain.  ^ 

Acapulco  is  the  fea  port  by  which  the  communication  is  maintained  between  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Spanifh  empire,  in  America  and  the  Enft  Indies.  About  the  month  of 
December,  the  great  galeon,  attended  by  a  large  fhipas  a  convoy,  annually,  arrives  here. 
The  cargoes  of  the  fhips  (for  the  convoy,  though  in  an  underhand  manner,  likewifb 
Carries  goods,)  confifts  of  all  the  lich  commodities  and  manufactures  of  the  Eall.  At: 
the  fame  time-,  the  annual  fhip  from  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru,  comes  in  and  is  com- 
puted to  bring  not  lefs  than  two  millions  of  pieces  of  eight  in  filver,  befides  quickfilver 
and  other  valuable  commodities  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  the  goods  from  the 
Eaft.  Several  other  fhips,  frorodifferent  parts-  of  Chili  and  Peru,  meet  upon  the  fame 
occafion.  A  great  fair,  in  which  the  commodities  of  all  par;s  of  the  world  are  bar- 
tered for  one  another,  lafts  thirty  days.  The  galeon  then  prepares  for  her  voyage, 
loaded  with  filver  and  fuch  European  goods  as  are  thought  neceff.iry,-  The  Spaniards, 
though  this  trade  is  carried  on  entirely  through  their  hands,  and'in  the  v:ry  heart  of 
their  dominions,  are  comparatively  but  fmall  gainers  by  it.  For  as  they  allow  the 
Dutch,.  British,  and  other  commercial  ftates,  to  furnifh   the  greater  part  of  the  cargo- 
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principal  merchants  refide,  and  the  greateft    part  of  the   bufinefs  is   negociated.   The 

-    -    '      '•  -'-  e-  * '—    "JA-  B»f«n«n  fmm  Vera  fmr     alfo  pa  fs  through 

king's  fifth  is 


principal  mercnanrs  reuuc,anu  uic  gicaiw.i.    r»^  ~-   —    -~ • -{ 

Eaft  India  goods  from  Acapulco,  and  the  European  from  Vera  Cruz,  alfc 

the  city.  Hither  all  the  gold  and  filver  come  to  be  coined  •,    here  the 5oilllllls 

depofited  ;  and  here  are  wrought  all  thofe  utenfils  and  ornaments  in  plate,  which  are 
every  yearfent  into  Europe.    The  city  itfelf  breathes  the  air  of  the  higheft  magnifi- 
beft  accounts,  contains  about  eighty  thoufand  inhabi- 


cence  •,  and,  according  to  the 
tants. 


S     O    :U     T     H  -  A    M     E     R     I     C     A. 

Divisions.]     QOUTH- AMERICA  is  an  extenfive  peninfula,  connected  with 
!^  North  America,  by  the  ifthmus  ofDarien,  and  divided  betwee^ 
Spain,  Portugal,  France,  Holland,  and  the  Aborigines,  as  follows  : 


Spanipj  Dominions. 

Portuguefe. 
French. 
Dutch. 
Aborigine!. 


rTerra  firma, 
J  Peru, 
S  Chili, 
^Paragua, 

Brazil, 

Cayenne, 

Surrinam, 

Amazonia,  Patagonia* 


Chief  Towns. 

Panama  and  Carthagiena,,. 
Lima. 
St  Jago. 
Buennos  Ayres, 
St.  Salvador. 
Caen. 
Paramaribo, 


Of  thefe  countries  we  ihall  treat  in  their  order. 


SPANISH  DOMINIONS  in  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

TERRA    FIRM  A,    or    CASTILE    DEL    OJIO. 
Situation  and  extent. 


M;les  Degrees.  Sq,    Miles. 

Lenth,     iWl     between    f  1 5  E.  and  7  W.  long,  from  Philad.  700}CC0 

Bicadtn,      ;co  J     Detween    ^  the  equator  and  12  N.  Utitude.  J    ' 

Boundaries.]  "QOUNDED  by  the  North-Sea,  (part  of  the  Atlantic   ocean,)  on 
J3  the  north  •,  by  the  fame  fea,  and  Surrinam,  on  the  weft  ;  by  the 
conntry  of  Amazons  and  Peru  on  the  fouth  ;  and  by  the  Pacific  ocean  and  New-Spain, 
en  the  weft. 
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Provincrt.  Chief Toiuns. 

Terra  Firma  Proper,  or  Darien,  "^    f  Porto  Bello,  Panama. 

2.  Carthagena,    .---------j       Carthagena. 

3.  St.  Martha,      ,     _~------||St.  Martha. 

4.  Rio  de  la  Hacha,  --------^  Rio  de  la  Hacha. 

5.  Venezuela,    .-.----.----  I    I  Venezuela. 

6.  Comana,     ----------  |    |  Comana. 

7.  New-AndeluGajorParia,      -    -    -    -    -J    l_St.  Thomas. 

1 .  New-Granada,    -------    -\  C  Santa  FedeBagota, 

2.  Popayan,    -    u-  -    »    -    --*-    -J  £  Popayan. 

Isthmus,  rivers,  says*  capes,  &c]  The  ifthmus  of  Darien,  or  Terra  Firma  Pro- 
per, joins  North  and  South  America.  A  line  drawn  from  Porto  Bello,  in  the  north, 
to  Panama  on  the  South  Sea,  or  rather  a  little  weft  of  thefe  two  towns,  Is  the  proper 
limit  between  North  and  South  America  ;  and  here,  the  ifthmus,  or  neck  of  land,  is 
only  fixty  miles  wide.  The  principal  rivers  are  the  Rio  Grande,  Darien,  Charge, 
and  the  Oronoqe. 

The  principal  bays  In  Terra  Firma  are  the  bay  of  Panama,  and  the  bay  of  -St.' 

Michael's  in  the  South  Sea  •,  the  bay  of  Porto  Bello,    the  Gulf  of  Darien,  Sino  bay, 

•Carthagena  bay  and  harbour,  the  gulf  of  Venezuela,  the  bay  of  Maracaibo,  the  gulf  of 

'  Triefto,  the  bay  of  Guaria,  the  bay  of  Curiaco,  and  the  gulf  of  Paria,  or  Andalufia,  in 

in  the  North  Sea. 

The  chief  capes  are,  Sablas  Point,  Point  Canoa,  Cape  del  Agua,  Swart  point,  Cape 
/de  Vela,  Cape  Conquibacoa,  Cape  Cabelo,  Cape  Blanco,  Cape  Galera,  Cape  Three 
Points,  and  Cape  Naffau  ;  all  on  the  north  •fhore.^f  Terra  Firma. 

Climate.]  The  climate  here,  particularly  in  the  northern  divifions,  is  extremely 
&ot ',  and  UlloaafTerts,  that  the  heat  of  the  warmeftday  at  Paris  is  continual  at  Cartha- 
gena ;  the  exceftve  heats  raife  the  vapour  of  the  fea,  which  is  precipitated  in  fuch  rains 
as  feem  to  threaten  a  general  deluge.  Great  part  of  the  country,  therefore,  is  Jalmoft 
.continually  flooded  ;  and  this.,  together  with  the  exceflive  heat,  fo  impregnates  the  air 
with  vapours,  that  in  feveral  provinces,  particularly  about  Popayan  and  Porto  Bello, 
it  is  extremely  un^holcfome: 

Soil  and  produce.]  The  (oil  of  this  country,  like  that  of  the  greater  part  of  South 
America,  is  extremely  rich  and  fruitful.  It  is  impoffible  to  view  without  admiration, 
the  perpetual  verdure  of  the  woods,  the  luxuriancy  of  the  plains,  and  the  towering  height 
of  the  mountains.  This,  however,  only  applies  to  the  inland  country,  for  the  coafts 
are  generally  barren  fand,  and  incapable  of  bearing  any  fpecies  of  grain.  The  trees, 
moft  remarkable  for  their  dimenfions,  are  the  caobo,  the  cedar,  the  maria,  the  balfam, 
.and  manchineel.  The  habella  de  carthagena  is  the  fruit  of  a  fpecies  of  willow,  and 
contains  a  kernel  refembling  an  almond,  but  lefs  white,  and  extremely  bitter.  This 
-kernel  is  found  to  be  an  excellent  and  never-  failing  remedy  for  the  bite  of  the  moft  vene  ■ 
mous  vipers  and  ferpents,  which  are  frequent  in  this  country.  There  were  formerly 
>n  Terra  Firma  rich  mines  of  gold,  which  are  now,  in  a  great  meafure,  exhaufted. 
Silver,  iron,  and  copper  mines  have  been  fince  opened  ;  and  emeralds,  faphires,  and  o- 
ther  jirecious  ftones,  are  fometimes  found. 

Awimals.]  In  treating  of  North- America,  we  have  taken  notice  of  many  of  the 
animals  that  are  fouud  in  the  fouthern  parts.  Among  thofe  peculiar  to  the  fouth,  the 
moft  remarkable  is  the  floth,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  way  of  derifion,  the  fwifc  Peter.  It 
bears  a  refembiance  to  an  ordinary  monkey  in  fhape  and  fize,  but  it  is  of  a  ^moft  wretch- 
ed appearance,  with  its  hams  and  feet  bare,  and  its  fkin  corrugated.  He  never  ftirs  un- 
lefs  compelled  by  hunger  j  and  is  faid  to  be  feveral  minutes  in  moving  one  of  his 
Vol.  II.  7  L 
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lees,  nor  will  blows  make  him  mend  his  pace.  When  he  moves,  every  effort  Is  at- 
tended with  fuch  a  plaintive  and  difagreeable  ay,  as  produces  pity  and  d.fguft.  In 
this  cry  confifts  the  whole  defence  of  this  wretched  animal.  For  on  the  firlthoftile  ap- 
proach, it  is  natural  for  him  to  attempt  to  move  from  danger,  which  is  always  attend- 
ed with  fuch  difguftful  howling,  that  his  enemy  quickly  retreats,  to  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  this  horrid  noife.  When  this  animal  finds  ncvwild  fruits  on  the  ground,  he  looks 
out  with  a  gieat  deal  of  pain  for  a  tree  well  loaded,  which  he  afcends  with  great  un- 
eafinefs,  moving,  and  crying,  and  Hopping  by  turns.  At  length  having  mounted,  he 
plucks  off  all  the  fruit,  and  throws  it  on  the  ground,  to  favehimfelf  fuch  another  trou- 
blefome- journey  ;  and  rather  than  be  fatigued  with  coming  down  the  tree  he  gathers 
himl'elf  in  a  bunch,  and  with  a  fliriek  drops  to  the  ground. 

The  monkeys  inthefe  countiies  are  very  numerous  ;  they  herd  together  twenty 
or  thirty  in  company,  rambling  through  the  woods,  leaping  from  tree  to  tree,  and  if 
they  meet  with  a  fingle  perfon,  fometimes  attempt  to  tear  him  in  pieces  ;  they  hang 
then  felves  by  the  tail,  on  the  boughs,  and  feem  to  threaten  him  all  the  way  he  paffes> 
throwing  flicks  or  ftones  at  him  ;  but  where  two  or  three  people  are  together,  they  u- 
foally  fcamper  away. 

Natives.]  Befides  the  Indians  in  this  country,  who  fall  under  our  general  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Americans,  there  is  another  fpecies,  of  a  fair  complexion,  delicate  habit,  and 
of  a  fmaller  ftature  than  the  ordinary  Indians.  Their  dif^ofitions  too  are  more  foft  and 
effeminate ;  but  what  principally  diftinguiflvs  them,  is  their  large  weak  blue  eyes,  which 
unable  to  bear  the  light  of  the  fun,  fee  bell  by  moon  light,  and  from  which  they  are? 
called  moon  eyed  Indians. 

Inhabitants,  Commerce, "1         The  inhabitants  do  not  materially  differ  from  fhoie 
and  chief  towns.  j     of  Mexico.   It  isonly  nectffary  to  add,  that  the  original 

inhabitantsof  Spain  are  varioufly  intermixed  with  the  negroes,  and  Indians.  Thefe  inter-, 
mixtures  form  different  gradations,  which  are  carefully  diftinguimed,  becaufe  every 
perfon  expects  to  be  regarded,  in  proportion  as  a  greater  fhare  of  Spanifh  blood  runs 
in  his  veins.  The  firft  diftinction,  arifing  from  the  intermarriage  of  the  whites  with  the 
negr©es,  is  that  of  tht  mulattoes,  whkhis  well  known.  Next  to  thefe  are  the  tercerones 
produced  from  a  white  and  mulatto.  From  the  intermarriage  of  thefe  and  the  whites, 
arife  the  quarteror.es,  who,  though  ftil!  neater  the  former,  have  a  tint  of  the  negro 
blood.  But  theiffue  of  thefe  and  the  whites- are  the  quinterones,  who  it  is  faid,  are  not 
to  be  diftinguiihed  from  the  real  Spaniards,  but  by  being  of  a  frill  fairer  complexion. 
The  fame  gradations  are  formed  in  a  contrary  order,  by  the  intermixture  of  the  mu- 
lattoes and  the  negroes,  and  befides  thefe,  there  are  many  others,  hardly  diftinguiihable 
by  the  natives  themfeives.  The  commerce  of  this  country  is  chiefly  carried  on  from 
the  ports  of  Panama,  Carthagena,  and  Porto  Bello ;  which  are  three  of  the  moil  con- 
fiderable  cities  in  SpanWh-America.  In  them  are  held  the  annual  fairs  for  American, 
Indian,  and  European  commodities.  Among  the  natural  inerchandife  of  Terra  Firms., 
the  pearls  found  on  the  coaft,  particularly,  in  the  bay  of  Panama,  are  not  the  leaft 
considerable.  The  fifhing  for  thefe,  employs  a  great  number  of  negro  flaves,  who 
have  arrived  at  wonderful  dexterity  in  this  occupation.  They  are  fometimes,  how- 
ever, devoured  by  fifh,  particularly  the  marks,  while  they  dive  to  the  bottom,  or  are 
crulhed  ag-iinft  the  flielves  of  the  rocks.  The  government  of  Terra  Firma  is  firnilar 
v,i:h  that  of  Mexico-. 
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PERU. 

Situation  and  extent. 

Miles  Degrees.  Sq.    Mile9, 

Length    i8oo~)    ,    .  ("the  equator  and  25  S.  latitude,  f 

Breadth     600  J    betwecn    L*5  E?  and  6  W.  long,  from  Phil.     [970,000. 

BoONDARUs^rjOUNDED  bv  Terra  Firma,  on  the  north-,  by  the  mountains 
1*1  or  Cordeleirias  des  Andes,   eafl; ;  by  Chili,  fouth  j  and   by  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  weft. 

Provinces,-  Chief  Towns. 

Quito,      ------     -  J  Quito,  Payta. 

Lima,  or  Los  Reyes,        -  I  Lima,  Cuflco,  and  Callat*. 

Los  Charcos,    -----  J  Potofi,  Porco. 

Sea,  bays,  and  harbours  ]  The  only  lea  which  borders  on  Peru,  is  the  Paci  ft 
Ocean,  or  South  Sea.  The  principal  bays  and  harbours  are  Payta,  Malabrigo,  Cuan- 
chaco,  Cofma,    Vermeio,  Guara,  Callao  the  port  town  to  Lima,  Ylo,  and  Arica. 

Rivers.]  There  is  in  this  country  a  river  whofe  waters  are  faid  to  be  as  red  as 
Wood.  The  rivers  Granada  or  Cagdalena,  Oronoque,  Amazon,  and  Plate,  rife  in  the 
Andes.  Many  olher  rivers  rife  alfo  in  the  Andes,  and  fall  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  be- 
tween the  equator  and  eight  degrees  fouth  latitude.  The  Amazon  rifes  in  Peru,  but 
directs  its  courfe  eaftward,  and  after  running  between  three  or  four  thoufand  miles,  aflls 
into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  under  the  equator.  This  river  annually  overflows  its  banks, 
at  which  time  it  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  wide  at  its  mouth.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  largeft  river  in  the  world,  as  to  the  length  of  its  courfe,  the  depth  of  its  waters," or 
its  taftonifhing  breadth. 

Soil  and  euMATE.]  Though  Peru  lies  within  the  torrid  zone,  yet,  having  the 
South  Sea  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  the  great  ridge  of  Andes,  it  is  not  fo  incom- 
moded with  heat  as  other  tropical  countries.  The  fky,  too,  which  is  generally  clou- 
dy, fhields  them  from  the  direct  rays  of  the  fun  :  but,  what  is  extremely  lingular,  it 
never  rains  in  Peru.  This  defect,  however,  is  fufficiently  fupplied  by  a  foft  kindly  dew, 
which  falls  gradually  every  night  on  the  ground,  and  fo  refrefhes  the  plants  and  grafs, 
as  to  produce,  in  many  places,  the  greateft  fertility.  Along  the  fea-coaft,  Peru  is 
generally  a  dry  barren  fand,  except  near  the  banks  of  rivers,  where  it  is  extremely 
fertile,  as  are  all  the  low  lands  in  the  inland  country.' 

Animal,  vegetable,  and"}  There  are  many  gold  mines  in  the  northern  part, 
mineral  productions.  •  J  notfar  from  Lima.  Silver  is  alfo  produced  in  great 
abundance  in  various  provinces  •,  but  the  old  mines  are"  continually  decaying,  and 
new  ones  opening,  Thetown  fhifts  with  the  mines.  That  of  Potofi,  which  is  now 
much  exhaufted,  once  contained  ninety  thoufand  fouls,  Spaniards  and  Indians,  of  which 
the  latter  compofed  above  five  fixths.  The  northern  part  of  Peru  produ.es  wine  in  great 


Jama  nas  aiman  nciu,  rcienmuiig  uim  ui  auw^   ""-  »    r  - -~  . 

is  about  the  fize  J  aftag,  its  upper  lip  is  cleft  like-that  of  a  hare  ;  through  which, 
when  ennged.'it  frits  a  kind  of  venomous  juice,  which  enfla-nes  the  part  u  tails  on 
Theflelhofthelamaisagteableandwhuleibme,  and  the   animal  is  not  only  u.etui 
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in  affording:  wool  and  food,  but  alfo  as  a  beaft'of  burden.  It  csn  endure  amadng 
fatigue  and  will  travel  over  the  fteepeft  mountains  with  a  load  of  fixty  or  feventy 
pounds.  It  feeds  very  fparingly,  and  never  drinks.  The  vicunna  is  fmaller  and  fwifter 
than  the  lama,  and  produces  wool  of  ftill  finer  quality.  In  the  vicunna  is  found  the 
the  bezoar  ftone,  regarded  as  a  fpecific  againft  poifon.  The  next  great  article  is  the 
Peruvian  bark,  known  better  by  the  name  of  Jefuits  bark.  The  tree  which  produces 
this  invaluable  drug,  grows  principally  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  Peru,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  province  of  Quito.  The  beft  bark  is  always  produced  in  the  high  and 
rocky  grounds.  The  tree  which  bears  it,  is  about  the  fize  of  a  cherry  tree,  and  pro- 
duces a  kind  of  fruit  refembling  the  almond.  Cayenne  pepper  grows,  in  the  greateft 
abundance,  in  the  vale  of  Arica,  a  diftricl:  in  th«  fouthern  parts  of  Peru,  from  whence 
it  is  annually  exported,  to  the  value  of  fix  handred  thou&nd  crowns.  Peru  is  the  only- 
part  of  South- America  that  produces  quickfilver.  The  principal  mine  is  at  a  place 
called  Guancavelica,  difcovered  in  1567,  where  it  is  found  in  a  whitifh  mafs,  refem- 
bling brick  ill  burned.  This  fubftance  is  volatalifed  by  fire,  and  received  in  fteam  by 
a  combination  of  glafs  veffels,  where  it  condenfes  by  means  of  a  little  water  at  the  bot- 
tom of  eachveflel,  and  forms  a  pure  heavy  liquid. 

Manufactures,  trade  and  cities.]     We  join   thefts  articles,  becaufe  of  their 
intimate  connexion  ;  for,  except  in   the   cities  we  (hall  defcribe,  there  is   no   com- 
merce worth  mentioning.  Lima  is  the  capital  of  Peru.     Its  fituatjon  in  the  middle 
of  a  fpacious  and  de'ightful  valley,  was  fixed    upon  by    Pizarro,  as^the  moft  proper 
for  a  city,  which  ha  expected  would  preferve  his  memory.  It  is  fb  well  watered  by  the 
river  Rimac,  that  the  inhabitants,  like  thofe    of  London,   command  a  ftream,  each 
for  his  own  ufe.     There  are  many  very  magnificent  ftrudhves;    particularly  churches, 
in  this  city;  but  the  houfes  in  general  are  built  of  flight  materials,  the  mildnefs   of 
the  climate,  and  want  of  rain,  rendering  ftone  houfes   unneceffary  ;  and  befides,  it  is 
found  that  thefe  are  more  apt  to  fuffer  by  fhocks  of  the  earth,  which  are  frequtnt 
and  dreadful  in  this  province.     Lima  is  about  two  leagues  from  the  fea,  extends  in 
length  two  miles,  and  in  breadth  one  and  a  quarter.     It  contains  about  fixty  thou, 
fand  inhabitants,  of  whom  the  whites  amount  to  a  fixth  part.     One  remarkable  fact 
is  fufficient  to  demonftrate  the  wealth  of  the  city.     When  the  viceroy,  the  duke  de  la 
Palada,  made  his  entry  into  Lima,  in  1682,  the  inhabitants,  to  do  him  honour,  caufed 
the  ftreets  to  be  paved  with  ingots  of  filver,  amounting,  it  is  faid,  to  leventeeo  millions 
fterling.     All  travellers  fpeak  with  amazement  of  the  decorations. of  the  churches  with 
gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones,  which  load  with  ornament  even  the  walls    The  mer- 
chants of  Lima  may  be  faid  to  deal  with  all  the  quarters  of  the  world,  and  that  both 
on  their  own  accounts,  and  as  factors  for  others.     Here  all  the  products  of  the  fouth- 
ern provinces  are  conveyed,  in  order  to  be  exchanged  at  the  harbour  of  Lima,  for 
fuch  articles  as  the  inhabitants  of  Peru  may  ftand  in  need  of.    The  fleet  from  Europe, 
and  the  Eaft  Indies,  land  at  the  fame  harbour  ;  and  the  commo&ties  of  Afia,  Europe, 
and   America,  are  bartered  for  each  other,     But  all  the  wealth  of  the  inhabitants, 
all  the  beauty  of  the  fituation,  and    fertility  of  the  climate  of  Lima,  are  not  fufficient 
to  compenfare  for  the  injury  arifing  from  earthquakes,  to  which  this  place  is  fubject.    In 
the  year  1747,  a  moft  tremendous  on«  hid    three- fourths  of  this   city  level  with  the 
ground,  and  entirely  demolished  Callao,  the  port  town  belonging  to  it.     Never  was 
any  deftruction  more  terrible  or  complete.     Of  three   thoufand  inhabitants,  only  one 
manw.s  left  to  record  this  dreadful  calamity  ;  and  he  efcaped  by  an  accident  the  mod 
excraordma-y. — He  happened  to  be  on  a  fort  which  overlooked  the  harbour,  and  per- 
ceived in  one  minute  the  inhabitants  running    from  their  houfes  in  the  utmoft  terror 
and  contufion  ;  the  lea,  as  ufual  on  fuch  occasions,  receding  to  a  confiderable  diftance, 
returned  in  mountainous  waves,  and  buried  tha  inhabitants  for  ever  in  its  bofom  ;  but 
the  fame  wave  which  deftroyed  the  town,  drove  a  little  boat  to  the  place  where  the  man 
fWod,  into  which  he  threw  himfelf,  and  was  faved. 
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Cufco,  the  ancient  capita]  of  the  Peruvian  empire,  lies  in  the  mountainous  country 
md  at  a  diftance  from  the  Tea  :  it  has  been  long  on  the  decline.  But  it  is  (till  a  very 
considerable  place,  and  contains  about  -forty  thaufand  inhabitants,  three  fourths  Indi- 
ans, and  very  induftri.  us  in  manufacturing  baize,  cotton,  and  learher.  f hey  have 
alfo  both  here  and  at  Quito,  a  particular  tafte  for  painting;  and  their  productions 
in  this  way,  fome  of  which  have  been  admired  even  in  Italy,  are  difperfed  over  South- 
America.  Quito  is  next  to  Lima  in  populoufnefs,  if  not  fuperior  to  it  It  is,  like  Cufco 
an  inland  city,  and  having  no  mines  in  its  neighbourhood,  is  chiefly  celebrated  for  its 
manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  and  flax,  which  fupply  theconfumption  of  the  kingdom 
of  Peru.  fc 

Inhabitants,  manners,  and")       It  would  be  in    vain  to  pretend  faying  any  thine- 
government,  j     decifive  with  regard  to  the  number  of  the  inhabit 

tants  of  Peru.  The  Spaniards  themfelves  are  remarkably  filent  on  this  head,  It  has 
beengueffed  by  fome  writers,  that  in  all  Spanifh  America,  there  are  about  three  mil- 
lions of  Spaniaras  and  Creoles  •,  and  undoubtedly  the  number  of  Indians  is  much  grea- 
ter  •,  though  in  no  reflect  proportionable  to  the  wealth,  fertility  and  extent  of  the  coun- 
try. I  he  manners  of  the  inhabitants  do  not  remarkably  differ  over  the  whole  Spanifh 
dominions  ;  we  therefore  refer  the  reader  to  an  account  of  Mexico.  In  Lima,  how- 
ever, many  of  the  firft  nobiiity  are  employed  in  commerce.  The  viceroy  refidesin  this 
city  :  his  authoriiv  extends  throughout  Peru,  except  Quito,  which  has  lately  been  de- 
tached from  it.  He  ia  nearly  as'  shfolute  as  the  king  ot  Spain  ;  but  his  territories  are  fa 
exrei  five,  that  it  is  nectffary  he  Oiould  par;  with  afhare  of  his  authority  to  the  feveral 
audiences  or  the  courts  eftablifhed  over  ths  khgdom  There  is  a treafury  court 
eftahllfhed  at  Lima,  for  receiving  the  fifth  of  the  produce  of  the  mines,  and  certaiti 
(axes  paid  by  the  Indians,  whkh  belong  to  the  king  of  Spain. 


sC       H 


Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Degrees.  Sq.  Miles. 

Length,     1200")    w_pn   fzs  and  45  S.  latitude.  1        6 

Breaah,      *ooj    betweep   liob.  and  ic  W.  L.  from  Phil. J    2o6'00 

Boundaries.  J  TJOUNDJSD  by  Peru,  on  the  north;  by  La  Plata,  on  theeaft  ;  by 
JlJ  Patagonia,  on  the  Couth*  by  the  Pacific  Ocean,  on  the  weft. 

Provinces.  CbiefTowns. 

Chili  Proper,  1  St.  J  ago,  Baldivia,  Imperial, 

Cuyo,  or  Cutip,  J  St.  John  de  Frontierae. 

Lakes.]  The  principal  lakes  are  thofe  of  Tagatagua  near  St  Jago,  and  thit  of 
Paren,  befides  which,  there  are  feveral  fait  water  lakes,  that  have  a  communica  ion  with 
the  fea,  part  of  the  year.  In  ftormy  weather,  the  fea  forces  a  way  through  them,  and 
leaves  them  full  of  fifh.  <~.  .,•  •    a. 

Sea,  rivers,  bays,  and  harbours.]  The  only  fea  that  borders  on  Chili  is  the 
Pacific  ocean  en  the  weft.  The  principal  rivers  are,  the  Salado,or  Salt  river,  Guafco, 
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Caquimbo,  Bohio,  and  the  Baldivia,  fcarcely  navigable  but  at  their  mouths.  Th'eys' 
empty  into  the  Pscific  Ocean.  ^ 

The  principal  bays,  or  harbours,  are  Copiapo,  Coquimbo,  Govanadore,  Valparifo, 
lata,   Conception,  Santa  Maria,  La  Moucha,  Baldiva,  Brewer's  haven  and  Caftro. 

Climate,  soil,  and  produce.]  1  hdt  are  not  remarkably' Different  from  the  fame 
in  Peru  ;  but  if  there  be  any  difference,  it  is  in  favour  ot  Chili.  There  is,  indeed,  no 
part  of  the  world  more  favoured  than  this,  with  refpecl  to  the  gifts  of  nature.  For 
here,  not  only  the  tropical  fruits,  but  all  fpccies  of  grain,  of  which  a  confiderable  part 
is  exported,  come  to  great  perfection.  '1  heir  animal  productions  are  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  Peru  ;  and  tney  have  gold  in  almoft  every  river,  fuppofed  to  be  waffled  down 
from  the  hills. 

Inhab  itants.]  This  country  is  very  thinly  inhabited.  The  city  and  natives  are 
yet  in  a  great  meafure,  unconquered  and  uncivilized  ;  and  leading  a  wandering  life, 
attentive  to  no  object  but  their  prefervation  from  the  J<paniard's  yoke,  are  in  a  very 
unfavourable  condition  with  refpect  to  population.  The  Spaniards  do  not  amount  to 
above  twenty  thoufand  ;  and  the  Indians,  negroes  and  mulattoes,  are  not  fuppofed  to 
be  thrice  that  number.  However,  there  have  lately  been  f  me  formidable  infurrec- 
tions  againft  the  Spaniards,  by  the  natives  ol  Chili,  whidi  greatly  alarmed  the  Spa- 
nifh  court. 

Commerce.]  The  foreign  commerce  of  Chili  is  entirely  en  fined  to  Peru,  Pa- 
nama, and  fome  parts  of  Mexico.  To  the  former,  tucy  annually  export  corn  fufficienC 
for  fixty  thoufand  men.  Their  other  exports  are  hemp,  which,  is  i  ailed  in  no  other  part 
of  the  South-Seas  ;  hides,  tallow,  and  faited  provisions.-  I  hev  receive  in  return  the 
commodities  of  Europe  and  the  Eaft-Indies,  which  are  brought  to  the  port  of  Cal- 
lao. 
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Situation  and  extent. 

Miles.  Degrees;  ScT.  Miles/ 

Length,   1500!     h.twpn    ("12  and  37   S.  latitude.  1 
Breadth,  loooj    bCtWeCn    [25  E.  and  0  from  Phd.   j     ».«*>.«>«.■- 

BOUNDED  by  Amazonia,  on  the  north  ;  by  Brafil,  eatY;    by 
Patagonia,  oh  the  iouth  ;  and  by  Peru  and  Chili,  weft. 


Boundaries.] 


Provinces:  Chief  Towns. 

Affumption. 
St.  Anne. 
Cividad  Real. 


Paraguay, 

Parana, 

Guaira. 

Uragua.     -    _ ,     Lbs  Rbyes. 

Tucuman,     -     -  !     St.  Jago. 

Rio  de  la  plata,    -      I     Buenos  Ayres: 


nnt';u"3  and  lakes.]  The  principal  bav  is-at  the  mouth  of  the  river  La  Plata, 
entrance  of  tnhath  "P'tal  aty  of  Buenos  Ayres  ;  and  Cape  St.  Antonio,  at  & 
of  »h,?h    r  7*   "  thC  °nly  P™™^..     Thi,  country  abounds  with  Jakes,,  one 

ot  which,  Carocoroes,  is  one  hundred  miles  long 

Rivers.]     Befides  an  infinite  number  of  fmali  rivers,  Paraguay  is  watered  by  three 
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principal  ones,  the  Paraguay,  Uragua,  and  Parana,  which,  united  near  thefca,  formrhe 
famous  Rio  de  la  Plata,  or  Plate  river,  and  annually  overflow,  their  banks  •,  and  on 
their  recefs,  leave  them  enriched  with  a  flime  that  produces  the  greateft  plenty  of  what- 
ever is  committed  to  it. 

Air,  soil,  and  produce.]  This  vaft --tract  is  far  from  being  wholly  fubdued,  or 
planted  by  the  Spaniards.  There  are  many  parts,  in  a  great  degree,  unknown  to  them, 
or  to  any  other  people  of  Europe.  The  principal  province,  of  which  we  have  an/ 
knowledge,  is  that  called  Rio  ce  la  plata,  towards  the  mouth  of  the  above  mentioned 
rivers.  This  province,  with  all  the  adjacent.parts,  is  one  continued  plain  for  fevcral 
hundred  miles,  extremely  fertile,  and  produces  cotton  in  great  quantities,  tobacco,  and 
the  valuaUe  herb  called  Paraguay,  with  a  variety  of  fruits.  It [contains-  prodigious 
nch  paftures,  in  which  are  bred  fuch  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  that  it  is  faid"  the 
hides  of  the  beafts  are  all  that  is  properly  bought,  the  carcafe  being  in  n.  -  manner 
given  in  the  bargain.*  A- horfe,  forri'e  time  ago,  might  be  bought  for  a  dollar  ;..  and 
the  ufual  price  of  a  bullock,  ch  ifen  out  of  a  herd  of  two  or  three  hundred,  wasonly 
fur  rials.  But  contrary  to  the  general  nature  of  America  this  country  is  deftitute 
of  woods.  The  air  is  remarkably  fweet  and  ferene,  and  the  waters  of  La  Plata  are: 
equally  pure  and  wholefome. 

First  settlement,  chief")  .  The  Spaniards  firft  difcovered  this  country,  by 
citf,  and  c  .mmer-ce.  J  failing  up  the  river  La  Plata  in  15 15,  and  founded 
the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  fo  called  on  account  of  the  excellence  of  the  air,  on  the 
fourh  fide  of  the  river,  fifty  leagues  within  its  mouth,  where  it  is  feven  leagues  broad. 
This  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable-  towns  in  South  America,  and  the  only  place  of 
traffic  to  thefouthward  of  Brafil.  Here  we  meet  with  the  merchants  of  Europe  and 
Peru  j  but  no  regular  fleet  comes  hither  as  to  the  other  parts  of  South- America  ; 
two,  or  at  meft  three  regifter  fhips  make  the  whole  of  their  regular  intercourfe  with. 
Europe.  1  he  returns  are. very  valuable,  confiding  chi  fly  of  the  goldandfilver  of 
Chili  and  Peru,  fugar,  and  hides.  Thofe  who  have  carried  on  a  contraband  trade  to 
this  city,  have  found  it  more  advantageous  than  anv  other  The  benefit  of  this  traffic 
is  now  wholly  in  thehands  of  the  Portugu  fe,  who  keep  magazines  for  that  pur  pofe- 
in  fuch  pirts  of  Brafil,  as  lie  near  this  country.  The  tra  ie  of  Paraguay,  and  the  man- 
ners of  the  people  are  fo  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  Spanifli  colonies  in  South- 
America,  that  nothing  farther  need  be  faid  on  thofe  articles. 

But  we  cannot  quit  this  country  without  mentioning  th  it  exiraordinary  fpecies  of 
commonwealth,  which  the  Jefuits  ereded  in  the  interior  parts,  about  the  middle?  of 
the  laft  century  They  reprefented  to  the  court  of  Spain,  that  the  want  of  fuccefs  in 
their  miffiens,  was  owing  to  the  fcandal  which  the  immorality  of  the  Spaniards  never 
failed  to  give,  and  to  the  hatred  which  their  infolent  behaviour  ex-itei  in  the  Indians. 
They  infinuatel,  that,  were  it  not  for  thofe  obftacles,  the  empire  of  the  gofpel  might, 
by  their  labours,  have  been  extended  unto  the  moft  unknown  par's  of  Ameiicaj. 
and  that  all  thofe  countries  might  be  fubdued  to  his  catholic  majefty's  obedience, 
without  expenfe  and  without  force.  This  "remonftrance  met  with  fuccef,  ;  thefphere 
of  their  labours  was  marked  out  and  the  governors  of  the  adjacent  provinces  had 
orders,  not  to  interfere,  nor  to  fuffer  any  Spaniards  to  enter  into  this  pale  without 
licences  from  the  fathers.  They,  on  their  part,  agreed  to  pay  a  certain  capitation  tax, 
in  proportion  to  their  flock  •,  and  to  fend  a  certain  number  to  the  king's  works  when- 
ever thev  fhould  be  demanded,  and  the  miffions  fhould  become  populous  enough  to 
fupply  them. 

On  thefe  terms  the  Jefuits  gladly  entered  upon  the  fceneof  action,  and  began  by 

•  This  circumstance,  and  numberless  others  in  this  book,  rest  en  the  credit  of  the  London  edition,  a*  we  have  no 
means  cf  ascertaining  their  truth  or  falsehood. 
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gathering  together  about  fifty  wandering  families,  whom  they  perfuaded  to  fettle,  nnd 
thus.united  them  into  a  little  townfhip.  This  was  tne  flight  foundation  upon  which 
they  built  a  fuperftructure -which  has  amazed  the  world,  and  added  much  power,  at 
the  fame  time  'har  it  occafioned  much  ill  founded  envy,  again uwtheir  fociety.  For, 
When  they  had  made  this  beginning,  thev  laboured  with  fuch  indefatigabfe  pains,  and 
fuch  mafterty  policy,  that,  by  degrees,  thev  moiified  the  minds  of  the  moft  lavage  na- 
tions •,  fixed  the  moft  rambling,  and  fubdued  to  their  government,  thofe  who  had  lo -g 
difdai'ned  to  fubnvt  to  the  arms  of  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe.  They  prevailed  up- 
on thodands  of  various  difperfed  tribes  to  embrace  their  religion,  and  thefe  foon  indu- 
ced others  to  follow  their  example,  magnifying  the  peace  and  tranquility  they  enjoyed 
under  the  direction  of  the  fathers. 

Cur  limits  do  not  jf.eimitus  to  trace,  with  precifion,  all  the  fteps  which  were  taken 
in  the 'acromplifhm?nt  of  fo  extraordinary  a  conqneft  over  the  bodies  andtninds  of 
men.  'J  he  Jefuits  h ft  nothing  undone  that  could  corfifm  their  fubjection,  or  that 
could  increafe  their  number  •,  and,  it  is  faid  that  above  three  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
fand  families  lit'ed  in  obedierce,  and  exprifTed.an  awe,  boidering  upon  adoration, 
yet  procured  without  any  violence  cr  confiraint  :  that  the  Indiars  were  instructed 
in  the  militarv  art,  and  could  taife  fixty  thoufand  men  well  armed  :  that  they  lived 
in  towns  •,  were  regularly  clad-,  laboured  in  agriculture,  txercifed  manufactures; 
fome  even  afpired  to  the  regular  arts  -,  and  that  nothing  cou'd  equal  their  fu'pmiflion, 
to  authority,  except  their  contentment  under  it.  Some  wiiters  have  treated  the  cha- 
racter of  thefe  Jefuits  with  great  feverity -,  accufing  them  of  ambition,  pride,  and 
ofcarrying  their  authority  to  fuch  an  excel* ,  as' to  caufe  not  only  perfon6  cf  both 
fexes,  but  even  the  magiftrares,  who  were  always  chofen  from  among  the  Indians  to 
be  correcbd  before  them  with  ftripes,  and  by  fufferirg  perfons,  of  the  higheft  diftinc- 
tion,  within  their  jurifdictions,  to  kifs  the  hem  of  their  garments,  as  the  greateft  ho- 
nour. 1  he  priefts  themfeives  pofTefTed  large  property,  all  manufactures  were  theirs, 
the  natural  produce  of  the  country  was  brought  to  them  ■,  and  it  has  been  faid, 
that  they  annually  remitted  large  treafures  to  the  fuperior  of  the  order,  which  feem- 
ed  to  evince,  thdt  zeal  for  religirn  was  not  the  only  motive  for  foiming  thefe  mif- 
fions.  The  fathers  would  not  permit  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Peru,  whether  Spani- 
ards, meftizos,  or  evtn  Indians,  to  come  whithin  their  missions  in  Paraguay.  In  the 
year  17  57,  when  part  of  this  territory  was  ceded  by  Spam  to  the  crown  of  Portugal 
in  exchange  for  Saint  Sacrament,  to  make  the  Uragua  he  boundarv  of  rheir  polles- 
iions,  the  Jefuits  refufed  to  comply  with  this  divifi  n,  or  to  fufFer  rhemfrlves  to  be 
transferred  from  one  hand  to  ano  her,  l'ke  cattle,  without  their  own  confenf.  Wc 
were  informed  by  the  Sianifh  gazette,  that  the  Indians  actually  took  up  arms  j  but 
notwithstanding  the  exactnefs  of  their  difcipline,  they  were  eafily,  and  with  confi- 
derable  fhu»hter,  defeated  by  the  European  troops,  who  were  fent  to  quell  them  ; 
and  in  1797,  the  Jefuits  were  removed  from  America,  by  royal  authoring  and  their 
latefubjects  were  put  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country. 
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SITUATION  AND  1XTENT. 


Miles. 
Length,  25000!     bct(vcen 
Breadth,      700  J 


Degrees. 

[the  equator  ^nd    35 
4< 


Sq.  Miles 
fouth    latitude."] 
40  and  15  E.  longitude  from  Philad.J    940,coo 


Boundaries  ]  T^OUNDED'by  the  mouth  of  the  river*  Amazon,  and  the  At* 
J3  antic  Ocean,  on  the  north  ;  by  the  fame  ocean,  on  the  eaft; 
by  the  mouth  of  the  xiver  Plata,  fouth  ;  and  by  the  chain  of  mountains,  which  divide 
it  from  Paraguay  and  the  country  of  Amazons,  on  the  weft. 

On  the  coaft  are  three  fmiil  iflands,  where  fhips  touch  for  provifions  in  their  voy- 
.  age  to  the  South.  Sea,  viz.  Fernando,  St.  Barbara,  and  St.  Catharine's.; 


Provinces. 
Para, 

Marignam, 
Siara, 
Petagues, 
Rio    Grande, 
Payraba, 
Tamara, 
Pernambuco, 
Serigippe 

JBahia,  or  the  bay  of  AIJ- 
Saints, 

Ilh  'OS,  -  r, 

Torto  Seguro, 
Spirito  Sanfto, 
Rio  Janeiro, 
St.  Vincent, 
Del  Rey,         « 


Chief  Towns. 

Para  or  Belim. 

St.  Lewis. 

Siara. 

St.  Luc. 

Tignares. 

Payraba. 

Tamara. 

Olinda. 

Serigippe. 

St.  Salvador. 

Paya. 

Porto  Seguro 
Spirito  San£to. 
St.  Sebaftian. 
St.  Vincent. 
St.  Salvador. 


Seas  bays,  harbours,")  The  Atlantic  Ocean  wafties  the  coaft  of  Brafil  on  the 

and  capes.  J         eaft  and  north  eaft,  upwards   of  three  thoufind  miles, 

formincr  feveral  fine  bays  and  harbours  5  as  the  harbours  of  Pernambuco.  All- Saints 
Porto  Seguro,  the  port  and  harbour  of  Rio  Janerio,  the  port  of  St.  Vincent,  the 
harbour  of  St.  Gabriel,  and  the  port  of  St.  Salvador,  on  the  north  fhore  of  the  ri- 
ver La  Plata.  . 

The  principal  capes  are,  Cape  Roque,  Cape  St.  Auguftine,  Cape  Trio,  and  Cape 
St.   Mary,   the  moft  toutherly  promontory  of  Brafil. 

Face  of  the  country,  air,~)  The  name  of  Brafil  was  given  to  this  country, 
climate,  and  rivers.  J  becaufe  it  abounded  with  a  wood  of  that  name. 
To  the  northward  of  Brafil,  which  lies  almoft  under  the  equator,  the  climate  is  hot, 
boifterous,  and  unwholefome,  fubject  to  great  rains  and  variable  winds,  particukrly 
in  the  months  of  March  and  September,  when  there  are  fuch  deluges  of  rain,  ^ith 
fto  ms  and  tornadoes  that  the  country  is  overflowed.  But  to  the  fouthward,  beyond  the 
Tropic  of  Capricorn,  no  part  of  the  world  enjoys  more  ferenc  and  wholefjme  .ur  ,e- 
f-efhe  with  the  foft  breezes  of  the  ocean  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  cool  breath  of  the 
mountains  on  the  other.  The  land  near  the  coaft  is  in  general  low  but  exceedingly  plea- 
fan:,  interfperfcd  with  meadows  and  woods  ,  on  the  weft,  far  within  land,  are  moun- 
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tains  from  which  iffue  mony  nohli  ftreams,.  that  fall  into  the-  great  rivers  Amasest 
and  La  Plata,  others  running  acrofs  the  country  from  eaft  to  weft  till  they  fill  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  after  meliorating  the  lands  which  they  annually  overflow,  and 
turning  the  fugai  mills  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe. 

Soil  and  produce.]  In  general  the  foil  is  extremely  fruitful,  producing  fugar, 
which,  being  clayed,  is  whiter  and  finer  than  mufcovado.  Alfo  tobacco,  indigo,  ipe* 
racuanha,  balfam  of  Copaiba,  Brafil  wood,  which  is  of  a  red  colour,  hard  and  dry» 
and  is  chiefly  ufed  in  dying  red,  but  not  of  the  beft  kind. 

The  animals  here  are  the  fame  as  in"  Peru  and  Mexico.  The  produce  of  th<?  foil 
was  found  very  fuflkient  for  fubf.ftirg  the  inhab  tants,  until  the  mines  of  gold  and 
diamonds  were  difcovered  ;  thefe  with  the  fugar  plantations,  occupy  fo  many  hands, 
that  agriculture  lies  neglected  \.  and,  in  confequence,  Brafil  deperds  upon  Europe  fox 
its  daily  food. 

Inhabitants,  m«nners,  and  customs. J  The  portrait  given  us  of  the  manners., 
and  cuftoms  of  the  Portuguefe  in  America,  by  the  moft  judicious  travellers  is  very- 
far  from  being  favourable.  They  are  defcribed  as  funk  in  the  moft  effeminate  luxury. 
They  are  faid  to  b.e  diflemblers,  infiheere,  lazy  anfl  proud.'  In  their  diet  penurious  j- 
for,  like  the  inhabitants  of  moft  fouthern  cli.mates,they  are  much  more  fond  of  fhew, 
ftate,  and  attendance,  than  of  the  pleafures  ©f  free  foceity,  and  i  of  a  good  table  ; 
yet  their  feafts,  whiclv  are  rare,  are  fumptuoas  to  •  extravagance.  When  they  appear 
abroad,  they  caufe  themielves  to  be  carried  in  a  kind  of-cotton  hammocks,  called  fer- 
pentines,  which  are  borne  on  the  negroes'  (boulders,  by  the  help  of  a  bamboo,  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long. 

Trade  and  chief  towns  1"  The  trade  of  Portugal  is  conducted  on  the  fame  exclu- 
five  plan  on  which  the  feveral  nations  of  Europe  trade  with  their  colonies  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  it  more  particularly  reftmbles  the  ancient  Spanifti  method,  in  not  fending 
out  fingle  (hips,  as  the  convenience  of  the  feveral  places  and  the  judgement  of  the  Eu- 
ropean merchants,  may  direct  •,  but  by  annual  fleets,  which  fail  at  ftated  times  from 
Portugal,  and  rompofe  three  flotas,  bound  to  as  many  ports  in  Brafil  •,  namely,  to 
Pernambuco,  in  the  northern  part  -,  to  Rio  Janeiro,  at-  the  fouthern  extremity  ;  aud- 
io the  Bay  of  All  Saints,  in  the  middle. 

In  this  laft,  is  the  capital,  which  is  called  St.  Salvudore,  and  fometimes  the  city  of 
Bahia,  and  where  all  the  fleets  rendezvous  on  their  return  to  Portugal.  This  city 
commands  a  noble,  fpacious,  aud  commodious  harbour.  It  is  built  upon  a  high  and 
fteep  rock,  having  the  fea  upon  one  fide,  and  a  lake  forjning  a  crefcent,  inverting  it 
-almoft  wholly  fo  as  nearly  to  join  the  fea,  on  the  other.  The  fituation  makes  it  in 
a  manner  impregnable  by  nature  ;  and  there  .have  been  added  to  it  very  ftrong  for- 
tifications. It  is  populous,  magnificent,  and,  beyond  comparifon,  tne  moft  gay  and 
•opulenrcity  in.Brafil. 

The  trade  of  Brafil  is  very  great,  and  increafes  every  year  j  which  is  thelefsfur- 
prifing,  as  the  Portuguefe  have  opportunities  of  fupplying  themfelves  with  flaves  for 
their  feveral  works,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  any  other  European  power  that  has 
fettlements  in  America  ;  they  being  the  only  Europeans  who  have  eftablifhed  colo-< 
nies  in  Africa  •,  and  from  hence  they  import  between  forty  and  fifty  thoufand  negroes 
annually,  all  of  which  go  into  the  amount  of  the  cargo  of  the  Brafil  ftreets  for  Europe 
Of  the  diamonds,  there  is  fuppofed  to  be  returned  to  Europe  to  the  value  of  one  hun« 
«lred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

This,  with  the  fugar,  tobacco,  bides,  and  the  valuable  drugs  for  medicines  and  ma- 
nufactures, may  give  fome  idea  of  the  importance  of  this  trade,  not  only  to  Portugal^., 
but  to  all  the  trading  powers  of  Europe. 

JS.  fifteenth  part  of  the  chief  commodities  the  European  fhips  carry  thither  in  return- 
are  net  the  produce  of  Portugal  j    they  confift_of  woolen  goods  of  all  kinds,   front? 
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England,  France,  and  Holland  ;  linens  and  laces  from  Holland,  France,  and  Germa- 
ny ;  filks  from  France  and  Italy  -,  fiik  and  thread  ftockings,  hats,  lead,  tin,  pewter, 
iron,  copper,  and  all  forts  of  utenfils  wrought  in  thefe  metals,  from  England,  as 
well  as  fait  fifh,  beef,  flour  and  cheefe.  Oil  they  have  from  Spain  ,  wine,  with  fome 
fruit,  is  nearly  all  they  receive  from  Portugal,  h  ngland  is  at  prefent  moft  interefted 
in  the  trade  of  Portugal,  both  for  home-confumption  and  the  ufe  of  the  Brafils.  How- 
ever* the  French  have  become  very  dangerous  rivals  to  them  in  this,  as  in  many  o- 
ther  b'  anches  of  trade. 

Brafil  is  a  very  wealthy  and  flourifhing  fettlement.  Their  export  of  fugar.  within 
forty  years,  is  much  greater  than  it  was,  though  anciently  it  made  almoft  the  whole 
of  their  exportable  produce,  and  they  were  without  rivals  in  the  trade.  Their 
tobacco  is  remarkably  good,  though  not  raifed  in  fuch  large  quantities  as  in  North- 
America.  The  northern  and  fouthern  parts  of  Brafil  abound  with  horned  cattle  :  th  fe' 
are  hunted  for  their  hides  only,  of  which  no  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  are  fent  annually 
to  Europe. 

The  Portuguefe  had  been  long  inpofTeffion  of  Brafil,  before  they  difcovered  the 
treafures  of  gold  and  diamonds,  which  have  fince  made  it  fo  valuable.  Their  fleets  ren* 
dezvousr  in  the  bay  of  All-Saints,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  fail  of  large  fhips,  in 
May  or  June,  and  carry  to  Europe  a  cargo  little  inferior  in  value  to  the  treafures  of 
the  SpSmifh  flota  and  galeons.  The  gold  alone,  great  part  of  which  is  coined  in  Ame- 
rica, amounts  to  near  four  millions  fterling  ;  but  part  of  this  is  brought  from  their  co-, 
lohies  in  Africa,  together  with  ebony,  and  ivory ; 

History  and  government.  This  country  was  firft  difcovered  by  AmericuS' 
Vefpufio,  in  1498  ;  but  the  Portuguefe  did  not  plant  it  till  1549,  when  they  fixed 
themfelves  at  the  bay  of 'A-H- Saints,  and  founded  the  city  of  St.  Salvador.  They 
met  with  fome  interruption  at  firft  from  the  court  of  Spain,  who  confidered  the  whole 
continent  in  South  America  as  belonging  to  them.  However,  the  affair  was  at  length 
ittade  up  by  treaty",  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Portuguefe  fhould  poffefs  all  the  coun- 
try lying  between  the  two  great  rivers  Amazon  and  La  Plata,  which  they  ftill  enjoy. 
The  French  alfo  made  fome  attempts  to  plant  colonies  on  this  coaft,  but  were 
driven  from  thence  by  the  Portuguefe,  who  remained  without  a  rival  till  the  year 
2580,  when,  in  the  very  meridian  of  their  profperity,  they  fell  under  the  dominion 
of  Spain. 

The  Dutch,  foon  after  this,  having  thrown  off  the  Spanifh  yoke,  not  fatiffied  with 
fupporting  their  independency  by  a  fuccefsful  defenfive  war,  and  flufhed  with  the  juve- 
nile ardour  of  a  growing  commonwealth,  purfued  the  Spaniards  into  the  remb;eit  re- 
cefies  of  their  extenfive  territories  and  grew  rich,  powerful,  and  terrible,  by  the 
fpoils  of  their  former  mafters.'  They  particularly  attacked  the  pofTerfions  of  trie  Por- 
tuguefe; conquered  almoft  all  their  fortrefTes  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  then  turned  their 
amsupon  Brafil  where  they  took  feven  of  the  provinces,  and  would  have  fubdued  the 
whole  cdlonyl  had  not  their  career  been  ftopt  by  the  archbifhop,  at  the  head  of  his 
monks,  and  a  few  featured  forces.  The  Dutch  were  however,  about  the  year  1654, 
entirely  driven  out  of  Brafil  •,  but  their  Weft-India  company  ftill  continuing  their 
pretentions  to  this  country,  and  harrafling  the  Portuguefe  at  fea,  the  latter  agreed,  in 
1661,  to  pay  the  Dutch  eight  tons  of  gold,  to  relinquifh  their  intereft  in  that  coun- 
try, which  was  accepted  »  and  the  Portuguefe  have  remained  in- peaceable  possession  of 
all  Brafil  from  that  time,  till  about  the  end  of  1762,  when  the  Spanifh  governor  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  hearing  of  a  war  between  Portug.il  and  Spain,  took,  after  a  month's 
fiege,  the  Portuguefe  frontier  fortrefs  called  St.  Sacrament,  butby  the  treaty  of  peace^ 
it  was  reftored. 
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FRENCH    AMERICA. 

THE  possessions  and  claims  of  the  French  before  the  war  of  1756,  as  appears 
by  their  maps,  confifted  of  almoft  the  whole  continent  of  North  America  ; 
winch  vaft  country  they  divided  into  two  great  provinces-,  the  northern  of  which 
they  called  Canada,  comorehending  a  much  greater  extent  than  the  Britifli  province, 
of  that  name,  as  it  included  a  great  part  of  the  provinces  of  New  York-England 
and  Nova-Scotia.  Thefouthernprovir.ee  they  called  Louifiana,  in  which  they  in- 
eluded  a  part  of  Carolina.  This  diftribution,  and  the  military  difpofitions  which  the 
French  made  to  fupport  it,  formed  the  principal  caufe  of  the  war  between  Britain  and 
France,  in  tha  vear  1756;  the  i flue  of  which  is  well  known  Whilethe  French 
were  rearing  their  infant  colonies,  and  with  the  moft  farguine  hopes,  forming  vaft 
defigns  of  an  extenfive  empire,  one  wrong  ftep  in  their  politics  left  thtmthe  whole;  tor 
by  commencing  hoftilities  many  years  too  foon,  they  were  driven  fiom  Canada,  and 
forced  to  yield  to  Britain,  all  that  fine  country  of  Louifiana  eaftward  of  the  Mississippi. 
At  the  treaty  of  peace,  however,  they  were  allowed  to  keep  possession  of  the  weftern 
banks  of  that  river,  and  the  fmall  town  of  New-Orleans,  near  the  mouth  of  it  ;  which 
territories,  in  1769,  they  ceded  to  Spain, 

The  French  therefore,  from  being  one  of  the  greateft  European  powers  in  that 
quarter,  and  to  the  American  colonies  a  very  dangerous  neighbour  and  rival,  have  now 
loft  all  footing  in  North-America  ;  but  on  the  fouthern  continent  they  have  ftill  a  fet- 
tlement  which  is  called 

CAYENNE,  or  EQUINOCTIAL  FRANCE. 

IT  is  fituated  between  the  equator  and  fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  between 
the  15th  and  20th  degree  of  eaft  long,  from  Philadelphia.  It  extends  two  hundred 
and  forty  miles  along  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  and  near  three  hundred  miles  within  land  ; 
bounded  by  Surrinam  on  the  north  ;  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  eaft  j  by  Amazonia  iouth 
and  by  Guiana,  weft.   The  chief  town  is  Cayenne. 

All  the  coaft  is  very  low  ;  but  within  land,  there  are  fine  hills,  very  proper  for  fet- 
tlements.  The  French  have,  however,  not  yet  extended  them  fo  far  as  they  might ; 
but  they  raife  the  fame  commodities  which  they  have  from  the  Weft  India  iflands,  and 
in  no  confiderable  quantity.  They  have  alfo  taken  possession  of  the  ifland  of  Cayenne, 
on  this  coaft,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  that  name,  which  is  about  forty-five  miles 
in  circumference.  It  is  very  unhealthy  :  but  having  fome  good  harbours,  the  French 
have  here  fome  fettlements,  which  raife  fugar  and  coffee. 


LUTCH  AMERICA. 
SURRINAM  os  DUTCH    GUIANA. 

THIS  province,  the  only  one  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica,  is  fituated  between  5  °  and  7  °  N.  latitude,  having  the  mouth  of  the  Oro- 
onoke  and  the  Atlantic  on  the  ncnh  j  Cayenne  eaft  ;  An  azenia  icuth  ;  and  Terra 
firma  weft. 

"I  lie  Dutch  claim  the  whole  coaft,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Oronoko  to   the  river 

Maiowyne,    en  which  are  fituated  thtir  colonics  of  tfl'equebo,  Demcrara,  Berbice, 
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and  Surrinam.  The'a'tei  begins  with  the  river  Saramnchfl,  and  ends  with  the  Moro- 
wyne,  in  biding  a  length  of ooaftof  tne  hundred  and  twenty  miles. 

KivtRs  ]  A  number  cf  fire  rivtrs  rafs  th  cuj.h  this  country,  the  principal  of 
wfhich  are  hileq  ebo,  Surrinam,  Derr.e  ara,  Berbi.ce,  and  Coma,  fc.fi"  quebo  is  nine 
miles  w'de  at  its  mouth,  and  is  m-  te  ihat1  three  hundred  milts  in  length.  Sur- 
rn  m  is  a  beautiful  river,  abrut  three  quarters  ot  a  mile  wid*,  navigable  for  the  tar- 
get!: vc fills  four  leagues,  and  for  imaiier  vtfiels  fix'y  or  fevemy  miles  further. 
It  banks  quite  to  the  water's  edge,  are  covered  with  evergreen  mangrove  trees 
which  under  the  paflage  up  this  river  very  deiighiful  The  uemerara  is  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  where  it  empties  into  the  Surrinam;  is  navig  ible  for 
large  viffels  one  hundred  miles  ;  a  hundred  miles  further  aie  feveral  falls  of  eafy  af- 
cent,  above  which  it  div'des  intot  efout'i  weft  and  fouth  eaft  branches. 

Climate.]  In  the  months  of  September,  October,  and  No/ember,  the  climate  is 
unhealthy,  particularly  to  ftrangers.  The  common  difeafes  are  putrid  and  other  fe- 
vers, the  dry  bellyache,  and  the  dropfy.  Cne  hundred  miles  back  from  the  fea,  the 
foil  is  different,  the  country  hilly,  the  air  pure,  dry,  whokfome,  where  a  fie  feme- 
times  would  not  be  difagreeable.  Along  the  fea  cGaft,  the  water  is  bra  kiin  and  ui; 
wholefome — the  air  is  damp  and  {ultry, — The  thermometer  ranges  from  7$  °  to  90  ° 
through  the  year.  A  north  eaft  breeze  never  fails  to  blow,  from  about  nine  o'clo.k  in 
the  morning  through  the  day,  in  the  hotteft  feafons.  As  the  days  and  nights,  through- 
out the  year,  are  very  nearly  of  equal  length,  the  air  can  never  become  ex-remely 
heated,  nor  the  inhabitants  fo  greatly  incommoded  by  the  heat,  as  thofe  who  live  at 
a  greater  diftance  from  the  equator.  The  feafons  were  formerly  divided  regularly 
into  rainy  and  dry  ;  but  of  late  years,-  fo  much  dependence  cannot  be  placed  up^n 
them,  owing  probably- to  the  country  being  more  cleared;  by  which  me^ns  a  free 
paflage  is  opened  for  the  air  and  vapours. - 

Water]  The  water  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  rivers  is  brackifh,  and  unfit  for 
ufe  ;  and  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  make  ufeof  rain  water,  which  is  here  un- 
commonly fweet  and  good.  It  is  caught  in  cifterns,  placed  under  ground,  and  before 
drinking,  is  fet  in  large  earthen  pots  to  fettle,  by  which  means  it  becomes  very  clear 
and  wholefome.  Thefe  cifterns  are  fo  large  and  numerous  that  water  is  feldom  fcarce, 
Chief  towns  and  population.]  Paramaribo,  fituated  on  currinam  river,  four 
leagues  from  the  fea,  N.  lat.  6  °  W .  ;  longitude  20  °  from  Philadelphia,  is  the  prin- 
cipal town  in  Surrinam.  It  contains  about  two  thoufand  whites,  one  half  of  whom 
are  Jews,  and  eight  thoufand  flaves.  Thehoufes  are  principally  of  wo^d  ;  fome  few 
have  glafs  windows,  but  generally  they  have  wooden  mutters.  The  ftreets  are  fpacious 
and  ftraight,  and  planted  on  each  fide  with  orange  or  tamarind  trees. 

About  leventv  miles  from  the  fea,  on  the  fame  river,  is  a  village  of  about  forty 
or  fifty  houfes,  inhabited  by  jews-.  This  village,  and  the  tewn  abovementioned,  with 
the  intervening  plantations,  contain  ail  the  inhabitants  in  this  colony,  which  amount 
to  three  thoufand  two  hundred  whites  and  forty  three  thoufand  flaves.  The  build- 
ings on  the  plantations  are,  many  of  them,  coftly,  convenient,  and  airy.  The  country 
around  is  thinly  inhabited  with  the  native  Indians  •,  a  harmlefs,  friendly  fet  of  beings, 
They  are.  in  general,  fhort  of  ftature,  but  remarkably  well  made,  of  light  copper 
colour,  ftraight  black  hair,  with  beards,  high  check  bones,  and  bread  moulders. 
In  their  ears,  nofes  and  hair,  the  women  wear  ornaments  of  filver,  &c.  Both  men  and 
women'  go  naked.  One  nation  or  tribe  of  them  tie  the  lower  part  of  the  leg  of  the  fe  • 
male  children,  when  young,  with  a  ccrd  bound  very  tight,  for  the  breadth  of  fix  inches 
about  the  ancle,  which  cord  is  never  afterwards  taken  off,  but  to  put  on  anew  one  5  by 
which  means  the.  flefh,  whxh  fhould  otherwife  grow  on  that  part  of  the  leg  increafes 
the  calf  to  a  great  fize,  and  leaves  the  bone  below  nearly  bare.  This  though  it  mui- 
r^der  them  very  weak,  is  reckoned  a  great  beauty  by  them.  The  language  of  the - 
Vol.   II.  7  ° 
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Indians  appears  to  be  very  fo ft.  They  are  mortal  enemies, to  every  kind  of  labour; 
but  neverthelefs,  manufacture  a  few  article1;,  fuch  as  very  fine  cotton  Inmraocks,  earth - 
f*  1  'vi  er  JOrs  biik-ts,  a  redo-  yellow  dve,  called  roucau,  and  fome  other  trifles,  all 
which  they  briug  to  town,  and  exchange  far  fuch  articles  as  they  ftand  in  need  of. 

T.ney  parnt  themfeives  re  i  andfome  are  curioufly  figured  wrh  black.  Their  food 
cou  rt  if  s  chiefly  of  firth  and  crabs,  and  cafTava,  of  which  the v  plant  great  quantities, 
and  this  is  al  nod  the  only  p-oduce  they  attend  to  They  cannot  be  faid  to  bs  abfo- 
lutrly  wandering  tribes,  but  thtir  hirs  being  merely  a  few  crofs  fticks,  covered  with 
branches,  (o  as  to  defend  them  from  the  rain  and  fun,  they  frequently  qnit  their  ha- 
bitati  >ns,  if  they  fee  occafion,  and  efttblifh  them  elfewhere.  Ttiey  do  not  (hun  the 
whires,  and  have  b-en  ferviceable  againft  the  runaway  negroes. 

Dr.  Bancroft  obferves,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Du"-ch  Guiana  are  either  whites,  blacks, 
or  the  reddifh  brown  aboriginal  natives  The  promifeuons  intercourfe  of  thefe  different 
people,  has  generated  feveral  intermediate  calls,  whofe  colour  depends  on  their  degree 
of  confanguinity  to  either  whites,  b'acks.  negroes,  or  Indiansk 

Soil,  production*,  trade,  &c  ]  Through  the  whole  country  runs  a  ridge  of 
oyft.-r  fhells,  nearly  parall.l  to  the  coaft.  but  three  or  four  leagues  fnm  it,  of  a  con* 
fiderable  breadth,  and  from  four  to  eight  feet  deep,  compofed  of  fhelis  exact!,  of  the 
fame  nature  as  thofe  which  form  the  prefent  coaft.  From  this  and  ither  circumftances 
there  is  great  r.eifon  to  believe,  that  the  land,  at  that  d.ftince  from  the  fea,  is  all  new, 
land,  relcued  from  the  fea,  either  by  fome  revolution  in  nature,  or  other  unknown 
caufe. 

On  each  fide  of  the  rivers  and  creeks  are  fituated  the  plantations,  containing  from 
five  hundred  ro  two  thoufand  acres  each,  in  number  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  in 
the  whole  co  ony,  producing  at  prefent  annually  about  fixteen  thoufand  hog fheads  of 
fugar,  twelve  milli-m  pounds  of  coffee  feyen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  cocoa, 
ei:.Thr  hundred  an  j  fifty  pounds  of  cotton  :  all  which  articles  (cotton  excepted)  have 
f;;lLn  oft  within  fifteen  years,  at  Ieaft  one  third,  owing  to  bad  management,  both  here 
and  in  H  dla  id,  and  to  other  caufes.  Of  the  proprietors  of  thefe  plantations,  not 
abjve  eighty  rertde  here.  The  eftates  are,  for  the  greateft  part,  moitgaged  for  as 
much  or  more  than  they  are  worth,  which  greatly  difcoura_*es  any  improvements 
which  might  oth.rwife  be  made.  Was  it  not  for  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  the  colony, 
in  this  a  ,d  other  refpeits,  it  is  certainly  capib'e  of  being  brought  to  a  great  height  of 
improvement;  dves,  gums,  oils,  plants  for  medicinal  purpofes.  Sec  might,  an!  un- 
doubtedly will,  at  fome  future  period,  be  found  in  abundance.  Rum  might  be  diftilled 
here  ;  indigo,  ginger,  rice,  tobacco,  have  been  and  may  be  further  cultivacedj  and  ma- 
ny other  article*  In  the  woods  are  found  many  kinds  of  g^ol  an  1  duab'e  timber, 
andfome  woods  for  ornamental  purpofes,  pirticularlv  a  kind  of  mahoyany  called 
conic.  The  foil  is  perhaps  a?  rich  and  as  luxuriant  as  any  in  the  world.  It  is  gene- 
rail.'  a  rich,  flat,  clayed  earth,  lying  in  fome  places  above  the  level  of  the  rivers  ai: 
his^i  wa  er  (which  rifes  about  eight  feet)  and  in  moll  pbces  below  it.  Whenever, 
from  a  con  inued  courie  of  cultivation  for  many  years,  a  piece  of  land  becomes  im« 
p  "ver:flv:d  (for  manure  is  not  k  .own  here)  it  is  laid  underwater  for  a  certain  num. 
br  of  \  ea  s,  and  thereby  regains  its  fertility,  and  in  the  mean  time,  anew  piece  of 
woo  liana  is  cleared  'i  his  counTy  has  never  experienced  thofe  d;  eadful  fcourges  of 
tfie  Weft- Indies  hurricanes  :  and  droughts-,  from  the  lowr.efs  of  the  lands,  it  has  not 
to  !car  ,  nor  his  the  pro  'uce  ever  been  deflro  ed  by  infects  or  bv  the  biaft  In  (h-orr, 
bv  proper  ma  lagefnent,  it  might  become  ic  ai  tJ  Jamaica.  Land  is  npt  wanting  -,  it- 
is  finely  into  fected  by  noble  rivers,  and  abundant  creeks  ;  th:  foil  i$  ot  the  belt 
k  nd  .  it  is  well  fituated,  aid  the  climate  is  not  verv  unheal  hy,  and  is-growing  better, 
« and  will  contiuue  fo  to  do,  themoiethe  country  is  chared  of  its  woods,  and  culti- 
va  ed. 

Animals,  ns«,  S£kpsnts,&c]     The  rivers  abound  with  fifh,  fome  of  which  are 
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good  ;  at  a  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  there  is-  plenty  of  turtle.  The  woods  abundo 
w  th  deer,  hares,  and  rabbits,  a  kind  of  bufTaloe,  and  two  fpecies  of  wild  hogs,  one 
of  which  (the  peccary)  is  remarkable  for  having  its  navel  on  the  back. 

The  woi.ds  are  infefted  with  feveral  fpecies  of  tygers,  but  with  no  other  ravenous 
or  dangerous  animals.  The  rivers  are  rendered  dangerous  bv  alligators,  from  four  to 
fever,  feer  long;  and  a  man  was.  a'fhort  time  fince,  crulhed  between  the  jaws  of  afi'b, 
but  its  name  is  not  known.  There  are  here  fcorpions  aid  tarantulas  of  a  large  fize' 
and  great  venom,  and  oaher  infects  without  number,  Com*. of  them  very  dangerous 
and  rroubieiome  ;  the  torporific  eel  alf  >,  the  touch  of  which,  by  means  of  the  bare 
hand,  or  any  conductor,  has  the  effect  of  a  ftrong  electrical  (hock  •,  ferpents  alfo,  fbme 
of  which  are  veiemous,  and  others  has  been  aborted  by  many  credible  perions, 
from  twentv-five  to  fifty  feet  long.  In  the  woods  are  monkeys,  the  floth,  and  parrots 
in  all  their  varieties  ;  alfo  fome  birds  of  a  beautiful  plumage;  among  others,  the  fla- 
mingo, but  f<:w  or  no  finging  bird?. 

Military  strength  government,  &c]  The  river  Surrinam  is  guarded  by  a  fort 
and  two  reiioubts  at  the  entrance  and  a  fort  at  Paramaribo,  but  none  of  them  of  any 
ftrength  ;  fo  that  one  or  two  frigates  would  be  fufhcient  to  fub  lue  the  whole  colonv  j 
and  never  was  there  a  people  who  more  ardently  wifhed  for  a  change  of  government, 
than  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  do  at  this  time.  The  many  grievances  they  labour 
under,  and  the  immenfi  burden  ef  taxes,  which  al  mod  threaten  the  ruin  of  the  co- 
lony, have  excited  a  general  defire  to  change  the  Dutch  for  a  Britifh  or  French  go- 
vernment. The  colony  is  not  immediately  under  the  ftates  general,  but  under  1  com- 
pany in  Holland,  called  the  Directors  of  Surrinam,  (a  company  firft  formed  by  the 
ftates  general,  but  now  fupplying  its  own  vacancies)  by  them  are  appointed  the  go- 
vernor, and  all  the  principal  officers,  both  civil  aud  military.  The  interior  govern- 
ment conlifts  of  a  governor  and  a  fupreme  and  inferior  council  ;  the  members  of  the 
latter  are  chofen  by  the  governor,  from  a  double  nomination  of  the  principal  inha- 
bitants, and  thofe  of  the  former  in  the  fame  manner  By  thefe  powers,  and  by  a  ma- 
giftrate  prefixing  over  all  criminal  affairs,  juftice  is  executed,  and  laws  are  enacted  ne- 
cefFary  for  the  interior  gcvernmens  of  the  colony  ;  thofe  of  a  more  general  and  pub- 
lic nature  are  enacted  by  the  directors-,  and  require  no  approbation   here  by  the  court. 

The  colony  is  guarded  farther  by  about  fixteen  hundred  regular  troops,  paid  by 
the  directors.  Thefe  troops,  together  with  a  corps  of  a  about  two  hundred  and  lifty 
free  negroes,  paid  by  the  court  here,  and  another  imall  corps  of  chaff*  u  s,  and  fo  ma- 
ny flaves  as  the  court  thinks  fit  to  order  fiom  the  planter?,  from  time  to  time,  are 
difperfed  at  pons  placed  at  proper  diftances  on  a  Cordon,  furrounding  the  colony  on 
the  land  fide  in  order  as  far  as  poffible,  to  defend  the  diftant  plantations  and  the  co- 
lony in  general,  from  the  attacks  of  feveral  dang  rous  ban  Is  of  runaway  flaves,  which, 
from  very  fmall  beginnings,  have,  fron-i  the  natural  profligacy  of  the  negro  ia:e,  and 
the  continual  addition  of  frefh  fugitives,  arrived  at  fuchan  height,  as  to  have  coil  the 
country  very  great  fums  of  money,  and  much  lofs  of  men,  without  being  able  to  do  ■ 
thefe  negroes  any  effectual  injury 

Historv.J  This  colony  was  fi  ft  poiTeiTed  by  the  French,  as  early  as  the  year  1630 
or -1 O40,  and  was  abandoned  by  them  oto  account  of  its  unhealthy  climate,  In  the 
year  1650,  it  was  taken  up  by  fome  Englishmen  aid  in  1661,  a  charter  was  granted 
bv  Charles  II.  Abt  ut  this  tirm-  it  was  coAfi  drably  mgme'nyd  bv  the  fetM  m  -nt  of  a 
Mumb-r  of  Jews,  who  had  been  driven  out  of C -yenne  an  3  t!ie  r  z  Is,  wh  fe  de.cer.dants 
(ttith  oth  r  je  s)  compote,  at  pieent,  one  had  f  of  the  white  inn  bitants  ol  the  Colony, 
and  ate  allowed  great  privileges    In  1667,  it  wast,  ken  by  the  Du'.ch,    and  the  Englifh 

*  The  foregoing  account  of  .Surrinam  was  principally  taken  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Ap  thorp  to  his 
fadier.  See  American  Apoilo. 
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havlng-got  pcfllfllcn,  ac>out  thefame  time  of  the  then  Dutch  colonv  of  New- York, 
each  party  entertained  its  c  rqutft.  M  ft  of  the  Englifh  planters  retired  to  I.  m-dca, 
leaving  their  flaves  herind  thtm,  wh^fe  language  is  ft  11  Englifh,  but  fo  corrupted,  as 
not  tcTbe  underitocd  ac  fiift  by  an  Englifhman... 


ABORIGINAL        AMERICA, 

Or  that  part  which  the  aboriginal  Indians  pojfefs. 
AMAZONIA. 

SliUATION  AND  IXTENT.    • 

Miles, 
Length   1400")     ■-.  f  the  equator  and  20  ° 

Breadth    900  J     Detvveen     (_f0uth  latitude. 

Boundaries. ]T>OUNDED  north,    by  Terra  Firma  and  Guiana  •,    eaft  by  Bra- 
Jj  fil  ;  fouth,  by  Paragua  •,  and  weft,  by  Peru. 

Rivers.]  The  river  Amazon  is  the  largeft  in  the  known  world.  This  river, 
famous  for  the  length  of  its  courfe,  feems  to  be  produced  by  innumerable  torrents,, 
which  rufti  down,  with  amazing  impetuofity,  from  the  eaftern  declivity  of  the  Andes,- 
and  unite  in  a  fpacious  plain  to  form  this  immenfe  river.  In  its  progrefs  of  three 
t-houfand  three  hundred  miles,  it  receives  the  waters  of  a  prodigious  number  of  ri- 
vers, feme  of  which  come  from  far,  and  are  very  broad  and  deep.  It  is  interfperfed 
with  an  infinite  number  of  iflands,  which  are  too  often  overflowed  to  admit  of  cul- 
ture It  empties  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  under  the  equator,  and  is  there  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  broad. 

Climate,  soil,  and  productions.]  The  air  is  cooler  in  this  country  than  could- 
be  expected,  confidering  it  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  torrid  zone.  This  is  partly 
owing  to  the  heavy  rains  which  occafion  the  river  to  overflow  their  banks  one  half 
of  the  year,  and  partly  to  the  cloudinefs  of  the  weather,  which  o'>fcures  the  fun  a  great- 
part  of  the  time  he  is  above  the  horizon.  During  the  rainy  feafons,  the  country  is  fub- 
jeft  to  drt-aiful  ftorms  of  thunder  and  lightning. 

The  foil  is  extremely  fertile,  producing  cocoa  nut's,  pine  apples,  bananas,  plantains, 
and  a  great  variety  of  tropical  fruits-,  cedar,  redwood,  pak,  ebonv,  logwood  and 
many  other  forts  of  dving  wood  ;  together  wrh  tooacco,  fuga-  canes,  .  o  ton,  pota- 
toes, baifam,  honey,  &c.  The  woods  a'oound  with  tygers,  wild  boar>,  >urTi  >es,  deer 
and  game  of  various  kind*.  The  rivers  and  likes  abound  vith  fim  Here  are  alfa 
fea-cows'and  turtles,  but  the-  crocodiles  and  water  ferpents  render  fifhing  a  dange- 
rous emplovment. 

Women  ]  As  early  as  the  time  of  Heresies  and  Thefeus,  the  Greeks  had  imagined 
the  existence  of  a  nation  of  Amazons  5  with  this  fable  they  embellifhed  the  hitfory  of 
all  their  heroes,  not  excepting  that  of  Alexander  •,  and  the  Spaniards',  infatuated  with 
this  dream  of  antiquity,  transferred  it  to  America.  They  reported  that  a  republic  of 
female  warriors  actually  exitted  in  America,  who  did  not  live  in  fociety  with  men, 
an  J  only  admitted  them  once  a  year  for  the  purpofesof  procreation.  To  give  the  more 
credit  to  this  romantic  ftory,  it  v. as  repcrted,  not  without  reafon,  that  the  women  in  ; 
America  were  Ad  fo  unhappy,  and  were  treated  with  fuch  contempt  ani  inhumanity 
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%  the  men,  that  many  of  them  find  agreed  to  fh?.ke  off  the  yoke  of  rheir  tvrants. 
It  was  further  faid,  that  being  accuftomed  to  fo!low  the  men  into  the  forefts,  and  to 
carry  their  provifions  and  bacrgage  when  they  went  out  to  fight  or  to  hunt,  they  muft 
neceflarily  have  been  inured  to  hardfliips>  and  rendered  capable  of  forming  fo  bold 
a  resolution.  Since  this  ftory  has  been  propagated,  infinite  pains  have  been  taken 
to  fin-.-  out  the  truth  of  it,  but  no  traces  could  ever  be  difcovered. 

Natives.]  The  natives,  like  the  other  Americans,  are  of  a  good  Mature,  have 
handfome  features,  long  black  hair,  and  copper  complexions.  They  are  faid  to  have 
a  aile  for  the  imitative  arts,  efpecially  printing  and  fcu;pfure  ;  and  to  be  good  me- 
dian cs.  Their  cordacre  is  made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  and  their  fails  of  cotton,  th-.ir 
hatchets  of  tortoife  fhel Is  or  hard  ftones,  their  ch'fTsls,  plains  and  wimbles,  of  the 
horns  and  teeth  of  wild  beafts  ;  and  their  cuioesare  trees  hallowed.  They  fpin  and 
weave  cotton  cloth  ;  and  build  their  houfes  with  wood  aid  clav,  and  thatch  them 
with  reeds.  Th-ir  arms  in  general  are  darts  and  j.ivelins,  bows  and  arrows,  with  tar- 
gets of  cane  or  fifth  (kins.  The  feveral  nations  are  governed  by  their'  chiefs  or  ca- 
ciques }  it  being  o'levable  that  the  monarchal  form  of  government  has  prevailed 
almoft  uriverfallv,  boLh  among  the  ancient  and  modern  barbarians,  doubtlefs,  on 
account  of  its  requiring  a  much  lefs  refined  policy  than  the  republican  fyftern.  The 
repah'a,  which  d.ftinguifh  the  chiefs,  area  crown  of  parrots'  feathers,  a  chain  of  ty- 
gers'  teeth  or  claws,   which  hangs  round  the  waift,  and  a  wooden  fword 

General  observations.]  The  mind  of  a  good  man  is  pleafed  with  the  reflection, 
that  any  part  or  South  America  has  efcaped  the  ravages  of  the  Elurcpean  conque- 
rors. This  country  has  hitherto  remained  unlubdued.  The  original  inhabitants  en- 
joy their  native  freedom  and  independence. 
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Situation  and  extent. 
Miles. 
B^lTo]    bCWeCn    L   35°  and  54°  fouth  latitude. 

Boundaries.]  TQOUNDED  north,  by  Chili  and  Paraguay  ;  eaft  by  the  Atlan- 
|3  tic  Ocean  ;  fouth  by  the  Straits  of  Magellan  j  weft  by  the 
Pacific  Ocean. 

Climate,  soil,  and  produce  ]  The  climate  is  faid  to  be  much  colder  in  this 
country  than  in  the  north,  under  the  fame  pirallels  of  latitude  •,  which  is  imputed  to 
its  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Andes,  which  pafs  thiough  it,  being  covered  with 
eternal  fnow.  It  is  almoft  impoflible  to  fav  what  the  foil  would  produce,  a?  it  is  not 
cultivated.  •  The  northern  parts  are  covered  with  wood  among  which  is  an  inex:iaufti- 
b'le  fund  of  large  timber  ;  but  towards  the  fouth  it  is  faid,  there  is  not  a  fvngk  tree 
large  enough  to  be  of  ufe  to  mechanics.  There  are,  however  good  paftures,  which 
feed  incredible  numbers  of  hornel  cattle  and  horfes,  firft  carried  there  by  the  Span- 
iards,  and  now  increafed  in  an  amazing  degree. 

Inhabitants  ]  Patagonia  is  inhabited  by  a  variety  of  Indian  tribes,  amorg  which 
are  the  Patagons,  from  whom  the  country  takes  its  name  ;  the  Pampas  and  the  Cof- 
fcres.     Theyail  live  upon  fifh  and  game,   and  what  the  earth  produces  fpontaneoufly,-- 

Vol.  iii  7-p 
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Their  huts  are  thatched,  and,  notwithftanding  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  they  w-ear 
no  other  clothes  than  a  mantle  mads  of  a  feal  flcin,  or  the  (kin  of  fome  bcaft,  which 
they  throw  off  when  they  are  in  aclion.  They  are  exceedingly  hardy,  brave  and 
active,  making  ufe  of  their  arms,  which  are  bows  and  arrows  headed  with  flints, 
with  amazing  dexterity. 

Magellan,  who  firft  difcovered  the  ftraits  which  bear  his  name,  and  after  him 
commodore  Biron,  have  reported,  that  there  exifts,  in  thefe  regions,  a  race  of  gi- 
ants-, but  others,  who  have  failed  this  way,  contradict  the  report.  Upon  the  whole, 
we  may  conclude,    that  this  ftory  is  like  that  of  the  female  republic  of  Amazon3. 

The  Spaniards  once  built  a  fort  upon  the  ftraits,  and  left  a  garrifon  in  it,  to  pre- 
vent any  other  European  nation  pafling  that  way  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  but  moft 
of  the  men  perifhed  by  hunger,  whence  the  place  obtained  the  name  of  Port  Famine-, 
and  fi nee  that  fatal  event,  no  nation  has  attempted  to  plant  colonies  in  Patagonia. 
As  to  the  religion  or  government  of  thefe  favages,  we  have  no  certain  information. 
Some  have  reported  that  they  believe  in  invisible  powers,  both  good  and  evil ;  and 
that  they  pay  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  one,  and  deprecate- the  wrath  and  vengeance 
of  the  other. 
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WEST-INDIA     I  S  A  N  D  S, 

BETWEEN  North  and  South-America,  lie  a  multitude  of  iflands,  which  are 
called  the  Weft  Indies-,  and  of  which,  fuch  as  are  worth  cultivation,  now  belong 
to  five  European  powers  j  viz.  Britain,  Spain,  France,  Holland,  and  Denmark;  as 
follow. 

The  Britifli  claim, 
Jamaica,  Nevis, 

Barbadoes,  Montferrat, 

St.  Chriftopher's,  Barbuda, 

Antigua,  Anguilla, 

Grenada,  and  the  Grenadines,  Bermudas, 

Dominica,  The  Bahama  iflands. 

St.  Vincent, 

Spain  claims, 
Cuba,  Margaretta, 

Part  of  St.  Domingo,  or  Hifpaniola,      Juan    Fernandes,    in    the    Pacific 
Porto  Rico,  Ocean. 

Trinidad, 

The  French  claim, 
Part  of  St.  Domingo,  St.    Bartholomew,    Defeada,     and 

Martinico,  Marigalante, 

Guadaloupe,  Tobago. 

St.  Lucia, 

The  Dutch  claim, 
The  iflands  of  St.  Euftatia,  Curaflbu,  or  Curacoa, 

Saba, 

Denmark  claims, 
The  iflands  of  St.  Croix,  St.  Thomas,  and  St.  John's. 
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As  the-climite  in  all  the  Weft-India  iflands  is  nearly  the  {a:ne,  allowing  for  thofe 
accidental  differences  which  the  feveral  Situations  and  quah't'c3  of  the  lands  the.u- 
felves  produce,  we  fhalJ,  to  avoid  repetitions,  fpeak  of  them  in  general,  a*  well  as 
mention  fome  other  particulars  peculiar  to  the  Weft  Indies.  As  they  lie  within  the 
tropics,  and  the  fun  never  recedes  farther  from  any  of  them  than  about  30°  fo  the 
fouth,  they  are  continually  fubjected  to  an  extreme  of  heat,  which  woulJ  be  intole- 
rable, if  the  trade-wind,  rifing  gradually  as  the  fun  gathers  ftrength,  did  not  blow  in 
upon  them  from  thsfea,  and  refrefhthe  air  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  enable  the  inhabi- 
tants to  attend  their  concerns,  even  under  the  meridian  fun.  On  the  other  hand,  as 
night  advances,  a  breeze  begins,  which;  blows  fmartly  from  the  land,  as  it  were  from 
the  centre,  towards  the  fea,  to  all  points  of  the  compafs  at  once. 

By  the  fame  remarkable  providence,  it  is,  that  when  the-.fun  has  made  a  great  pro- 
gress towards  the  tropic  ofCancer,  and  becomes  in  a  manner  vertical,  he  draws  after 
.  him  fuch  a  vaft  body  of  clouds,  as  fhield  them  from  his  direcl  beams  ;  and,  diflblving 
into  rain,  cool  the  air,  and  refrefh  the  country,  thirfty  with  the  long  drought,  which 
commonly  predominates  from  the  beginning  of  January  to  the  latter  end  of  May. 

The  rains  in  the  Weft- Indies  are  extremely  violent.  They  are  rather  floods  of  wa- 
ter, poured  from  the  clouds  with  prodigious  impetuofityi  the  rivers  fuddenly  rlf:-, 
new  rivers  and  lakes  are  formed,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  all  the  low  country  is  under 
water.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  rivers,  which  have  their  fource  within  the  tropics,  fwell 
and  overflow  their  banks  at  a  certain  feafon  :  but  fa  miftaken  were  the  ancients  in 
their  idea  of  the  torrid  zone,  that  they  imagined  it  to  be  dried  andfeorched  up  with  a 
continual  and  fervent  heat,  and  to  be  fcr  that  reafon  uninhabitable  ,  when,  in  rea- 
lity, fome  of  the  largeft  rivers  of  the  world  have  their  courfe  within  its  limits,  and 
the  moiftureis  often  one  of  the  greateft  inconveniencies  of  the  climate. 

The  rains  make  the  only  diftinclion  of  feafons  in  the  Weft  Indies  •,  the  trees  are 
green  the  whole  year  ;  they  have  little  cold  ;  no  frofts,  no  fnows,  and  but  rarely  fome 
hail  ;  the  ftorms  of  hail  are,  however,  very  violent  when  they  happen,  and  the  hail- 
ftones  very  great  and  heavy.  Partly  owing  to  this  moifture,  and  partly  to  the  greiter 
quantity  of  a  fulphureous  acid,  which  predominates  in  the  air,  metals  of  all  kinds  ruft 
and  canker  in  a  very  ihort  time.;  and  thefe  caufes,  perhaps  as  much  as  the  heat  itfelf, 
contribute  to  make  the  climate  of  the  Weft  Indies  unfriendly  and  unpleafant  to  Euro- 
pean conftitutions. 

It  is  in  the  rainy  feafon  (principally  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  mere  rarely  in  July 
and  September)  that  they  are  affaulted  by  hurricanes,  which  deftroy,  at  a  ftroke,  the 
labours  of  many  years,  and  proftrate  the  moft  exhalted  hopes  of  the  planter,  often  at 
the  moment  when  he  thinks  himfelf  out  of  the  reach  of  fortune.  They  are  fudden  and 
violent  ftorms  of  wind,  rain,  thunder,  and  lightning,  attended  with  furious  fweliings 
of  the  feas,  and  fometimes  with  earthqhakes  •,  in  fhort,  with  every  circumftance  which 
the  elements  can  affemble,  that  is  terrible  and  deftruclive.  Firft,  as  a  prelude  to  the 
enfuing  havoc,  whole  fields  of  fugar-canes  are  whirled  into  the  air,  and  fcattered  over 
the  face  of  the  country.  The.ftrongeft  trees  of  the  foreft  are  torn  up  with  their  roots, 
and  driven  about  like  ftubblej  the  wind- mills  are  fweptaway  in  a  moment ;  the  uten- 
fils,  fixtures,  ponderous  copper  boilers,  and  ftills  of  feveral  hundred  weight,  are 
wrenched  from  the  ground,  and  battered  to  pieces  ;  the  houfes  yield  no  protection  ; 
the  roofs  are  torn  off  at  one  blaft.;  whilft  the  rain,  which  in  an  hour  rifes  four  or  five 
feet,  rufhes  in  upon  them  with  an  irrefiftible  violence. 

The  grand  ftaple  commodity  of  the  Weft-  Indies  is-fugar  ;  a  commodity  not  known 
to  the  Greeks  and  Romans,though  it  was  made  in  China  in  very  early  times,  from 
whence  the  Europeans  had  their  knowledge  of  it  •,  but  the  Portuguefe  were  the  firft 
who  cultivated  it  in  America,  and  brought  it  into  requeft,  as  an  article  of  univerfa| 
-luxury  in  Europe.     It  is  not  afcertained  whether  the  cane,  from  which  this  fubftance 
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is  extracted,  be  a  native  of  America,  or  brought  thither  to  the  colony  of  Brazil,  by 
the  Portuguefe,  from  India  and  the  coaft  of  Africa,  but  however  that  matter  may 
be,  in  the  beginning  they  made  the  moft,  as  they  ftill  do  the  belt  fugars  whichare 
brought  to  market  in  Europe.  The  juice  within  the  fugar  cane,  is  the  moft  lively,  ele- 
gant, and  leaft  cloying  fweet  in  nature  •,  and  when  fucked  raw,  is  extremely  nutritive 
and  wholefome.  From  the  melafles  rum  is  diftilled,  and  from  the  fcummings  of  the 
fugar  a  meaner  fpirit  is  procured.  Rum  finds  a  market  in  North-America,  where  it 
is  confumed  by  the  inhabitants.  It  is  alfo  employed  in  the  African  trade,  or  diftribu- 
ted  to  the  fiftiery  of  Newfoundland,  and  other  parts,  befides  what  goes  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  However,  a  very  great  quantity  of  melafles  is  taken  off  raw,  and 
brought  to  the  united  ftates  to  be  diftilled  here.  The  tops  of  the  canes,  and  the  leaves 
which  grow  upon  the  joints,  make  very  good  provender  for  cattle  ,  and  the  refufe  of 
the  cane  after  grinding,  fervefor  fire  ;  fo  that  no  part  of  this  excellent  plant  is  with*, 
out  its  ufe. 

It  has  been  fuppofid,  that  when  the  bufinefs  is  well  managed,  the  rum  and  melafles 
pay  the  charecs  of  the  plantation,  and  the  fugars  are  clear  gain.  However  the  expen* 
its  of  a  plantation  in  the  W  eft-  Irdks  are  very  great,  aad  the  profits, at  the  firft  view, 
precirious  ;  for  the  chargeaMi  articles  of  the  wind  mill,  the  boiling,  cooling,  and  dis- 
tilling houfes,  ard  thepurchafe  and  fubfiftence  of  a  fuitable  number  of  (laves  and  cat- 
tle, will  not  fufFer  anv  man  to  begin  a  fugar  plantation  of  any  confequence,  not  to 
mention  the  purchafe  of  the  lanC;  which  is  very  high,  under  a  capital  of  at  leaft  five 
thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

The  qmlitv    of  rum  and  melafles  exported  from,all  the  Britifh  Weft-India  iiland3 
K11787,  17S8 and  1 75=  9,  to  all  pans,  uas  accurately,  as  follows, 
Gallons.  Gallons. 

J787  Rum     5,496,147,  of  which  1,600  155  came  to  the  united  ftates. 

Melafles      30,580         do.  4,200  do, 

J 7S8  Rum     6,770,332         do.       1,541,093  do. 

Melafles     28,812         do.  3>928  do. 

1789   Rum     9,492  177         do.       i,4Sj,a6i  do. 

Melafles     21,192         do,  1,000  do. 

The  negroes  in  the  plantations  are  fubfifted  a-  a  very  eafv  rate.  This  is  generall/ 
by  allotting  to  each  family  of  them  a  fmal)  portion  of  land,  and  allowing  tnem  twa 
days  in  the  week,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  to  cultivate  it,  fome  are  fubfifted  in  this 
manner  ;  but  others  furnifh  their  negroes  with  a  certain  portion  of  Indian  corn,  and 
a  fait  herring,  or  a  fmall  portion  of  bacon  or  fait  pork,  a  day.  All  the  reft  of  the  charge 
confifts  in  a  cap,  a  ftiirr,  a  pa:r  of  breeche3,  and  a  blanket  •,  and  the  profits  of  their  la- 
bour yield  fifty  or  fixty  dollars  annually.  The  price  of  male  negroes,  upon  their  fi.ft 
arrival,  is  from  one  hundred  ana  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  eigntv  dollars;  women  and 
grown  boys,  ten  dollars  lefs  •,  but  fuch  negro  families  as  are  a*:qnainted  with  the  bufi- 
ntfs  of  the  ifiands,  generally  average  above  two  hundred  dollars;  and  there  are  in-* 
ftances  of  a  fingle  negro  man,  expert  in  bufinefs,  being  fold  for  leven  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  wealth  of  a  planter  is  generally  computed  from  the  number  of  flaves  he 
pofl":  (Tes. 

The  Weft  India  iflands  lie  in  the  form-of  a  bow,  or  femt-ercle,  ftretching  from 
north  to  fouth,  from  the  coaft  of  Florida  to  the  river  Oronoque,  in  the  mam  conti- 
nent of  South  America.  Some  call  them  the  Cari  ees,  from  the  rirlt  inhabitavs  ; 
though  this  is  a  te-m  that  moft  geographers  confine  to  the  leeward  iflands.  Sailors 
dftinguifh  them  into  the  windward  and  leeward  ifl.nds,  with  regard  to  »he  ulual 
cotlrfss  of  (hips,  from  Old  Spain,  or  the  Canaries,  to  Carthagena  or  New-Spam,  and 
Porcobe'lo.  The  g.o^raphical  tables  and  maps  diftinguiih  them  in:o  the  Great  and 
Little  Antilles, 
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THIS  ifhnd,  the  mod  valuable  appendage  to  the  Britifh  dominions  in  America, 
is  one  hundred  miles  long,  and  forty  bro*d  ;  of  an  oval  form,  lyino-  between 
18  "  and  19  °  north  latitude,  and  between  the  meridian  of  Philadelphia,  and  4  °  welt  ; 
containing,  according  to  Bryan  Edwards,  four  millions  and  eighty  thoufand  acres,  of 
which  in  November,  1789,  only  one  million  nine  hundred  and  feven  thcufmd  five 
frundred  and  eighty- nine  were  located,  about  one  million  whereof  are  under  cultiva- 
tion. The  refidue  of  the  whole  ifland,  being  above  three  millions  of  acres,  are  an  un- 
improved, unproductive  wildernefs. 

Divisions  and  population.]  Jamaica  is  divided  as  follows  : 

Couiuies.         Parishes.  Towns  and  Inhabitants. 

Villages. 

Middlefex      8")  14  30,000  whites. 

Surrey  7^  10  250,000  negro  flaves. 

Cornwall        5  J  9  10,000  freed  negroes. 

1,40c  maroons. 


Total,  Three.         20  33  291,400 

This  ifland  is  interfered  by  a  ridge  of  fteep  rocks,  thrown,  by  the  frequent  earth- 
quakes, in  a  ftupendous  manner  upon  one  another.  Thefe  rocks,  though  containing 
hardly  any  foil  on  their  furface,  are  covered  with  a  great  variety  or  beautiful  trees, 
flourifhing  in  a  perpetual  fpring  •,  being  nourished  by  the  rains,  which  often  fall,  or 
the  mifts  which  continually  brood  on  the  mountains.  From  the  rocks  iffuea  vaft  num- 
ber of  fmall  rivers,  of  pure  wholefome  water,  which  tumble  down  in  cataracts,  and, 
together  with  the  very  great  height  of  the  mountains,  and  the  bright  v.-rdure  f  the 
trees  through  which  they  flow,  form  a  moft  delightful  landscape.  (Jn  e:;ch  fiJe  of  this 
chain  of  mountains,  are  ridges  of  lower  ones,  which  diminifh  as  they  remove  from  it. 
Coffee  grows  on  thefe  in  great  plenty.  The  vallies  or  plains  between  thefe  ridges  are 
level  beyond  what  is  ordinary  in  moft  other  countries,  and  the  foil  is  very  fertile. 

The  longeft  day  in  fummer  is  about  thirteen  hours,  and  the  fhorteft  in  winter  a. 
bout  eleven.  The  air  of  this  ifland  is,  in  many  places,  exceflively  hot,  and  unfavoura- 
ble to  European  conftitutions  ;  but  the  cold  fea-breezes,  which  fet  in  every  morning  at 
ten  o'clock,  render  the  heat  more  tolerable  •,  and  the  air  upon  the  high-ground  is  t  m- 
perate,  pure,  and  cooling.  It  lightens  almoft  every  night,  but  without  much  thunder, 
which,  when  it  happens,  is  very  terrible,  and,  in  thefe  violent  dorms,  frequently  does 
great  damage:  in  February  or  March,  earthquakes  occur.  Daring  the  months  of 
May  and  October,  the  rains  are  extremely  violent,  and  continue  fome  imes  tor  a  fort- 
night together.  In  the  plains  are  found  f;veral  fait  fountains  ;  and  in  the  mountains, 
not  far  from  Spanifh-town,  is  a  hot  bath,  of  great  medicinal  virtues.  It  gives  relief  in 
the  dry belly.ach,  which,  excepting  the  bilious  and  yellow  fever,  is  one  of  the  moft 
terrible  endemial  diftempers  of  Jamaic?, 

Sugar  is  the  moft  valuable  production  of  this  ifland.  Cocoa  was  formerly  cultivated 
in  it  to  great  extent.  It  produces  a' to  ginger,  and  the  pimento,  or,  as  it  is  caded,  Ja- 
maica repper  •,  the  wild  cinnamon  tree,  whofe  bark  is  fo  uieful  in  medicine-,  the 
manchineel,  whofe  fruit,  though  uncommonly    delightful  to  the  eye,  contains  one  of 
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the  word:  poifors  in  nature  ;  the  mahogany,  of  the  moft  valuable  quality  ;  but  this 
wood  begins  to  wear  out,  and  of  late  is  very  dear.  There  are  alfo  excellent  cedars,  of 
a  large  fize,  and  durable  ;  the  cabbage-tree,  remarkable  for  the  hardnefs  of  its  wood, 
which,  when  dry,  is  incorruptible,  ana  hardly  yields  to  any  kind  of  tool  ;  thepatma, 
affording  oil,  muchefteemed  by  thefavages,  both  in  food  and  medicine  ;  the  fcap- 
tree,  whofe  berries  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  warning  •,  the  mangrove  and  olive  bark, 
ufeful  to  tanners  ;  the  fuftic  and  redwood  for  dying  •,  and  lately  the  logwood.  The 
indigo  plant  was  formerly,  and  the  cotton  tree  is  ftill,  much  cultivated.  No  fort  of 
European  grain  grows  here.  Indian  Corn  is  raifed,  with  Guinea  corn,  peafe  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  a  variety  of  roots.  Fruits  are,  fweet  lemons,  limes,  fhadocks,  pome- 
granates, mamees,  fburfops,  papas,  pine-apples,  cuftard  apples,  tar  apples,  prickly 
pears,  allicada  pears,  melons,  pompicns,  guavas,  and  feveral  kinds  of  berries  ;  alfo 
good  garden  ltuffin  great  plenty.  The  cattle,  bred  on  this  ifland,  are  but  few  ;  the 
beef  is  tough  and  lean  ;  the  mutton  and  lamb  are  tolerable  •,  hogs  are  in  great  plen- 
ty ;  many  plantations  have  hundreds  of  them,  and  their  flefh  is  exceedingly  (weet 
and  delicate.  Their  horfes  are  (mall,  mettkfome  and  hardy,  and  often  fell  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  dollars.  Jamaica  furnifhes  guaiacum,  farfapa- 
rilla,  china,  caflia,  and  tamarinds.  Among  the  animals  are  the  land  and  fea  turtle, 
and  the  alligator.  Here  are  various  kinds  of  fowl,,  wild  ard  tame,  and  in  pa.  ti  cular 
mere  parrots  than  in  any  of  the  other  iflands  •,  befdes  parroquets,  pelicans,  fnipts, 
teal,  Guinea  hens  geefe,  ducks,  and  turkies  ;  the  humming-birc,  and  many  others. 
The  rivers  and  bavs  abound  with  fifh.  The  mountains  breed  numberkfs  adders, 
and  other  noxious  animals,  af  the  fers  and  marfhes  do  the  guana  ard  gallewafp  ; 
but  thefe  laft  are  not  venomous.  Among  the  infects  is  the  ciror,  or  chego,  which 
•eats  into  the  nervous  and  membrarous  parts  of  the  flefh  of  the  negroes,  and  fame 
times  infects  the  white  people.  Thefe  infects  pierce  into  any  part  of  the  body,  but 
chiefly  the  legs  and  feet,  where  they  breed  in  great  numbers,  and  fhut  themfelves  up 
in  a  bag.  As  foon  as  the  perfon  feels  them,  which  is  r.ot  perhaps  till  a  week  af- 
ter they  have  been  in  the  body,  he  picks  them  out  with  a  needle,  or  the  point  of  ar 
penknife,  taking  c'.re  to deftroy  the  bag  entirely,  that  none  of  the  breed,  which  are 
like  nits,  maybe  left  behind.  They  fometimes  get  into  the  toes,  and  eat  ihe  flefh  to 
the  very  bone. 

This  ifland  was  originally  a  port  of  the  Spar.ifli  empire  in  America;  Several  de- 
fecuts  had  been  made  upon  it  by  the  Englifh,  prior  to  1656;  but  it  was  not  till 
that  year  that  they  reduced  it.  Cromwell  had  fitted  out  a  fquadron,  under  Penn 
and  Venables,  againft  the  .Spanim  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  but  there  this  fquadron  was 
unfuccefsful.  The  commanders,  to  atone  for  this  misfortune,  made  a  defcent  upon 
Jamaica,  without  orders,  and  having. carried  the  capital,  Sc.  Jago,  foon  compelled  the 
whole  ifland  to  furrender.  Ever  fince  it  has  been  fubject  to  the  Englifh.  The  efta- 
blifhed  religion,  too,  is  that  of  the  church  of  England  •,  though  they  have  no  bifhop  ; 
the  bifhop  of  London's  commiffary  being  the  chief  religious  magistrate  in  thofe 
parts. 

About  the  beginning  of  this  century,  it  was  computed,  that  the  number  of  whites 
in  Jamaica  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand,  and  that  of  the  negroes  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufind.  The  prelent  population  we  have  alaeady  dated.  A  number  of 
fugitives  negroes,  called  maroons,  haveformed  a  fort  of  colony  among  theBiue  Moun 
tain.?,  independent  of  the  wh  itis,  v\uh  whom  they  make  treaties,  and  to  whom  they 
fend  back  run  away  slaver, 

'1  he.prufperity  of  the  Btitifh  Weft  Indies  particularly  of  the  island  of  Jamaica, 
*a$  formerly  much  greater  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Among  the  caufes  of fhe  decline, 
the  Weft-Indians  complain  of  being  deprived  of  the  melt  beneficial  part  of  their 
tude,  the  carrying  of  negroes   and  dry  goods  to  the  Spanifh  coaft  v   of  the  low  va- 
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lue  of  their  produce,  which  they  afcribe  to  the  great  improvements  made  in  their 
fugar  colonies,  by  the  French,  who  have  been  able  to  underfell  them,  owing  to  the 
comparative  fmallnefs  of  their  duties  •,  of  the  trade  carried  on  from  Ireland  and  the 
united  ftates  to  the  French  and  Dutch  iflands,  where  they  pay  no  duties,  andaie 
fupplied  with  goods  at  an  eafier  rate.  Some  of  thefe  complaints  have  been  heard, 
and  fome  remedies  applied  ;  others  remain  unredrefled.  Both  the  logwood- trade,  and 
the  contraband,  have  been  the  fubjedtof  much  contention,  and  the  caufe  of  a  war  be- 
tween Britain  and  the  Spanifh  nation.  The  former  was  always  avowed  by  the 
Britifh  and  claimed  as  their  right ;  and  at  the  peace  of  1763,  it  was  confirmed  to 
them.  The  latter  was  permitted  ;  becaufe  they  thought,  and  very  juftly,  that  if  the 
Spaniards  found  themfelves  aggrieved  by  any  contraband  trade,  it  lay  upon  them,  to 
put  a  ftop  to  it,  by  their  guarda  coftas,  which  cruife  in  thofe  feas,  purpofely  to  feize 
and  confifcate  fuch  veflels  and  cargoes  as  are  found  in  this  trade.  In  this  manner  did 
the  Britifh  court  afgue  for  a  long  time  ;  till,  at  length,  in  compliance  with  the  court 
of  Spain,  they  thought  proper  to  lend  Englifh  cruifers  to  the  American  coaft,  ef- 
feclualy  to  crufh  that  lucrative  trade,  of  which  the  whole  body  of  Britifh  fubjects 
in  America  loudly  complained,  as  it  put  a  ftop  to  the  principal  channel  which  had 
enabled  them  to  remit  fo  largely  to  Britain. 

Port  Royal  was  formerly  the  capital  of  Jamaica.  It  flood  upon  the  point  of  a  nar- 
row neck  of  land,  which,  towards  the  fea,  formed  part  of  the  border  of  a  very  fine 
harbour  of  its  own  name.  The  conveniency  of  this  harbour,  which  was  capable  of 
containing  a  thoufand  fail  of  large  fhips,  and  of  fuch  depth  as  to  allow  them  to  load 
and  unload  with  the  greateft  eafe,  weighed  fo  much  with  the  inhabitants,  that  they 
built  their  capital  on  this  fpot,  though  the  place  was  a  hot  dry  fand  and  produced 
none  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  not  even  frefli  water.  But  the  advantage  of  its  har- 
bour, and  the  refort  of  pirates,  made  it  a  place  of  great  confquence.  Thefe  pirates 
were  called  buccaneers  ;  they  fought  with  an  inconfiderate  bravery*  and  then  fpent 
their  fortune,  in  this  capital,  with  an  equally  inconfiderate  diflipation.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1692,  noplace,  for  its  fize,  could  be  compared  to  this  town 
for  trade,  wealth,  and  an  entire  corruption  of  manners.  In  the  month  of  June,  in 
this  year,  an  earthquake,  which  (hook  the  whole  ifland  to  the  foundations,  totally 
overwhelmed  this  city,  fo  as  to  leave,  in  one  quarter,  not  even  the  {malleft  veftige 
remaining.  In  two  minutes,  the  earth  opened  and  fwallowed  up  nine  tenths  of  the 
houfes,  and  two  thoufand  people  ;  the  water  gufhed  out  from  the  openings  of  the 
earth,  and  tumbled  the  people  on  hears  •,  but  fome  of  them  had  the  good  fortune 
to  catch  hold  of  beams  and  rafters  of  houfes,  and  were  afterwards  faved  by  boats. 
Several  (hips  were  call:  away  in  the  harbour  •,  and  the  Swan  frigate,  which  lav  in 
the  dock  to  careen,  Was  carried  over  the  tops  of  finking  houfes  without  overfet- 
ing,  and  afforded  a  retreat  to  fome  hundreds  of  people,  who  faved  their  lives  upon 
her.  An  officer,  who  was  in  the  town  at  this  time,  fays,  the  earth  opened  and  fhut 
very  quick  in  fome  places,  and  he  fawfeveral  people  fink  down  to  their  middle,  others 
appeared  with  their  heads  juft  above  ground,  and  were  fqueezed  to  death.  At  Sa- 
vannah, above  a  thoufand  acres  were  funk,  with  the  houfes  and  people  in  them  ; 
the  place  appearing  for  lome  time  like  a  lake,  was  afterwards  dri  ed  up,  but  no 
houfes  were  feen.  In  fome  parts,  mountains  were  fplit  •,  and  at  one  place,  a  planta- 
tion was  removed  to  the  diftance  of  a  mile.  They  again  rebuilt  the  city  •,  but,  ten 
years  after  it  was  deftroyed  by  a  great  fire.  The  extraordinary  convenience  ot  tie 
harbour  tempted  them  to  build  it  once  more  ;  and  again,  in  1722,  it  was  laid  in  rub- 
bifli  by  a  hurricane,  trie  moft  ternbie  on  record  Such  repeated  calamities  feemed  to 
mark  out  this  place  as  a  devoted  fpot  •,  the  inhabitants  therefore  refolved  to  torfake 
it  forever,  and  to  refide  at  the  oppofite  bay,  where  they  built  Kingfton,  which  it  at 
prefent  the  capital  of  the  ifland.- 
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Kingfton  confiils  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  houfcs,  many  of  them  handfomely 
built,  and  in  the  tafte  of  thefe  iflands,  one  (lory  high,  with  porticoes,  and  ever/ 
conveniency  for  a  comfortable  habitation  in  that  climate.  Not  far'from  Kingfton, 
ftands  St.  jago  de  la  Vega,  or  Spanifh-town,  which,  though  at  prefer*  inferior  to 
Kingfton,  was  once  the  capital  of  Jamaica,  and  is  ftilUhe  feat  of  government,  and 
the  place  where  the  courts  ofjuftice  are  held. 

On  the  third  of  October,  1780,  a  dreadful  hurricane  almoft  overwhelmed  the 
little  fea-port  (own  of  Savannah-la-Mer,  and  part  of  the  adjacent  country.  Very  few 
houfes  were  left  (landing,  and  a  great  number  of  people  were  killed.  Much  damage 
was  alfodone,  and  many  lives  loft,  in  other  parts  of  the  ifland. 

The  whole  product  of  the  ifland  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  heads.  Firft  fugars,  of 
which  they  exported  in  J  753,  twenty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  hogftieads, 
fome  of  them  a  ton  *'n  weight  ;  which  cannot  be  worth  lefs  in  England  than  four 
hundred  and  twenty- four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty  five  pounds.  Moft  of 
this  goes  to  London,  Briftol,  and  Glafgow,  and  fome  part  of  it  to  North- America, 
in  return  for  the  beef,  pork,  cheefe,  corn,  peas,  (laves,  planks,  pitch,  and  tar,  which 
they  have  from  thence.  Secondly,  rum  of  which  they  export  about  four  thoufand 
puncheons.  The  rum  ef  this  ifland  is  generally  efteemed  the  beft,  and  is  the  moft 
nfed  in  Britain.  Thirdly,  melafles,  in  which  they  made  a  great  part  of  their  returns 
for  New-England,  where  there  are  vaft  diftilleries.  All  thefe  are  the  produce  of  the 
grand  ftaple,  the  fugar  cane.  According  to  the  late  teftimony  of  a  refpeclable  plan- 
ter in  Jamaica,  that  ifland  hath  two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  acres  in  canes,  of 
which  two  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  are  commonly  cut,  and  make  from  fixty-eight 
to  (eventy  thoufand  tons  of  fugar,  and  four  million  two  hundred  thoufand  gallons 
of  rum.  Fourthly,  cotton,  of  which  they  fend  out  two  thoufand  bags.  The  indigo, 
formerly  much  cultivated,  is  now  confiderable  ;  but  fome  cocoa  and  coffee  are  ex- 
ported, with  a  confideiable  quantity  of  pepper,  ginger,  drugs  for  dyers  and  apothe- 
caries, fweet  meats,  mahogany,  and  manchineel  planks.  But  fome  of  the  moft  confi- 
derable articles  of  their  trade  are  with  the  Spanifh  continent  of  New-Spain  and  Ter- 
ra Firma  ;  for  in  the  former  they  cut  great  quantities  of  logwood,  and  both  in  the 
former  and  latter,  they  can  y  on  a  very  profitable  trade.  Evea  in  time  of  war  with, 
Spain,  the  trade  between  Jamaira  and  the  Spanifh  Main  goes  on,  which  it  will  be 
impoflible  for  Spain  to  (lop,  while  it  is  fo  profitable  to  the  Britifh  merchant,  and 
while  the  Spanifh  officers,  from  the  higheft  to  the  lowed,  (how  fo  great  a  rcfpecl  to 
prefents  prrperly  made.  Upon  the  whole,  many  of  the  people  of  Jamaica,  whilft 
they  appear  to  live  in  fucha  ftate  of  luxury,  as  in  moft  other  places  leads  tobegga. 
ry,  acquire  great  fortunes.  Their  equipages,  their  clothes,  their  furniture,  their  ta» 
bles,  all  bear  the  tckens  of  the  greateft  wealth  and  profufion. 

Learning  is  here  at  a  very  low  ebb  ;  there  are  ,  indeed,  fome  gentlemen  well  verfed 
in  literature,  who  fend  their  children  to  Brtain,  where  they  have  the  advantage  of 
a  polite  and  liberal  education,  but  the  bulk  of  the  pecple  take  litle  care  to  improve 
their  mind?,  being  generally  engaged  in  trade  or  diflipation. 

The  ftnfery  and  hardfhips  of  the  negroes  are  truly  moving,  and  though  great  care 
is  taken  to  make  them  propagate,  the  ill  treatment  they  receive,  fo  fhortens  their 
lives,  that  inftead  of  increasing  by  the  courle  of  nature,  many  thoufands  are  annu- 
ally imported  to  the  Weft- Indies  to  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  who  pine  and  die 
through  hard  ufage.  It  is  pretended,  they  are  (lubborn  and  .untraceable  for  the 
moft  parr,  and  that  they  muft  be  ru'ed  with  a  rod  of  iron  ;  but  finely  they  ought 
not  to  be  crufhed  with  it,  or  be  regarded  as  beads,  without  fouls,  a«  they  appear  to  be 
by  feme  of  their  mafters,  or  cverfeers,  though  feme  of  thefe  tv; ants  are  themfelves 
tledsegs  of  the  Biitifh  nation,  and  the  refjfecfthe  j.ils  of  Europe.  Many- of  the 
r.egice?,    however,  who  fall  into    the  hands  of  men  of  humanity,  find  their  fituation 
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eafy  and  comfortable  ;  and  it  has  been  obferved  that  in  North- America,  and  other 
countries  where  in  general  thefe  wretches  are  better  ufed,  there  is  a  lefs  wafte 
of  negroes;  they  lire  longer,  and  propagate  better.  And  it  feems  clear,  from  the 
whole  courfe  of  hiftory,  that  thofe  nations  which  have  behaved  with  the  greateft  hu- 
manity to  their  flaves,  were  always  beft  ferved,  and  ran  the  leaft  hazard  from  their 
rebellions.  The  flaves,  on  their  fii  ft  awival  from  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  are  expofed 
naked  to  Tale  ;  they  are  then  generally  very  ilmple  and  ipnoceut,  but  they  focn  ac- 
quire vices,  and  commit  crimes,  through  the  force  of  example  ;  and  when  they  are 
whipped,  excufe  their  faults  by  the  conduct  of  the  whites.  They  believe  every  negro 
returns  to  his  native  country  .  when  he  dies.  This  thought  is  fo  agreeable,  that  it 
cheers  the  poor  creatures,  and  renders  the  burdens  of  life  eafy,  which  would  other- 
.  wife,  to  many  of  them,  be  quite  intolerable.  They  look  on  death  as  a  blefiing,  and 
it  is  furprifing,  with  what  courage  and  intrepidity  fome  of  them  meet  it.  When  a 
negro  is  nearly  expiring,  his  fellow'flaves  kifs  him,  wifh  him  a  gcod  journey,  and 
fend  their  hearty  good  wifhes  to  their  realtions  in  Guinea.  They  make  no  lamen- 
tations ,  but  with  a  great  deal  of  joy,  inter  his  body,  believing  he  is  gone  home  and 
happy.— When  will  the  voice  of  humanity  be  properly  attended  to,  and  this  oppro- 
brium of  cultivated  nations  ceafe  ! 

Exports  from  Jamaica  in  the  year   1787 


Imports  into  Jamaica,  in  1787. 
From  Britain,  £758,932 


From  Ireland, 

From  Africa, 
From  the  Britim  colonies') 

in  North-America. 
From  the  united  ftates, 
From  Madeira  and  Te-  "] 

neriffe,  J 

From  the  foreign  Weft-] 

Indies  J 


138,500 
213,800 

30,000 

190,000 

1 5,000 

150,000 


fterling  1,4.9  6>2  3  2 


Sugar, 

Rum, 

Melaffes, 

Pimento, 

Coffee, 

Cotton  wool 

Indigo, 

Ginger, 

Cacao, 

Tobacco, 

Mahogany, 

Logwood, 


840.458  wt. 

2,543^025    gal. 
6,4«6    gal. 
616,444  lb, 
6,395  wt. 
i,956> 467  lb. 
aj  ,62.3  lb. 
4,8 16  wt. 

82  cwt. 
18,140  lb. 
5,878  tons. 
6.^701   tons. 


"Value  .of  the  whole,   £.2,136,442  fterling. 
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THIS  ifland,  themofteafterlyof  all  the  Carribbees,  is  fituated  in  16  °  weft  Ion. 
from  Philadelphia  and  13  »  north  lat.  It  is  twenty -one  miles  in  length,  and  in 
breadth  fourteen.  When  the  Englifh,  fome  time  after  the  year  1*25,  firft  Ian  ed  here, 
they  found  it  the  moft  rude  and  deftitute  place  they  had  hitherto  vifited.  .t  had  not 
the  U aft  appearance  of  ever  having  been  peopled  even  by  favages.  There  was  no 
kindofbeaftofpaftureorofprey,  neither  fruit,  herb,  nor  root,  fit  for  fupporting 
the  life  of  man.  Yet  as  the  climate  was  good,  and  the  foil  appeared  fertile^fome 
gentlemen  of  fmall  fortunes  in  England  refolved  to  become  adventurers^  thither.  I  he 
trees  were  fo  large,  and  of  a  woodfo  hard  and  ftuoborn,  that  it  was_  with  great  diffi- 
culty they  could  clear  as  much  ground  as  was  neceffary  for  their  fubfiftence  By  un- 
remitting perfeverance,  however,  they  brought  it  to  yield  them  a  tolerable  iupport  ; 
and  they  found  that  cotton  and  indigo  agreed  well  with  the  foil,  and  that  tobacco 
which  was  beginning  to  come  into  repute  in  England,  anfwered  tolerably.  1  heie 
profpeds,  together  with  the  ftorm  between  the  king  and  parliament,  which  was 
breaking  out  in  England,  induced  many  new  adventurers  to  embark  for  this  ifland. 
Ard  what  is  extremely  remarkable,  fo  great  was  the  increafe  of  people  in  Barbadoes, 
in  twenty- five  years  after  its  firft  Settlement,  that  in  1650,  it  contained  more  than 
Vol.  II.  7  R 


6i4  St.  CHRISTOPHE  R's,    ANTIGU  A.v 

fifty  thoufand  whites,  and  a  much  greater  number  of  negro  and  Indian  Haves  ;  the  ' 
latter  they  acquired  by  means  not  at  ai!  to  their  honour  •,  for  they  fcized  upon  thofe 
unhappy  men,  without  any  pretence,  in  their  neighbouring  ifland,  and  carried  them 
into  fl.ivery  :— a  practice,  which  has  rendered  the  Caribbee  Indians  irreconcileable  to 
Bricifh  fe  tiers  ever  fince.  They  hai  begun,  a  little  before  this,  to  cultivate  fugar, 
•which  foon  rendered  them  extremely  wealthy.  The  number  of  the  flaves,  therefore, 
was  llill  augmented  ;  and  in  1676,  it  :s  fuppofed  that  they  amounted  ro  one  hun- 
dred chouland  ;  which,  together  with  fifty  thoufand  whites,  made  one  hundred  and 
fiity  thoufand  on  this  fmall  fpot  ;  a  degree  of  population  unknown  in  HLllai.d,  in 
China,  or  any  other  part  of  the  world  raoft  renowed  for  numbers. 

At  this  time  fcterbadoes  employed  four  hundred  fail  of  (hips,  which  averaged  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tons,  in  its  trade.  Is  annual  exports  in  fugar,  indigo,  ginger,  cotton, 
and  citron  water,  were  above  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ft  r ling,  and 
its  circulating  cam  was  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Such  was  the  increafe  of 
p.pulati^n,  trade  and  wealth,  in  the  courfe  of  fifty  vears.  But  fince  that  time,  this 
ifla  id  has  declined,  which  is  to  be  attributed  partly  to  the  growth  vf  the  French 
fu^ar  colonics,  and  partly  to  the  Britifb.  eftabliihments  in  the  neighbouring  iil_*s. 
There  are  laid  to  bo  at  prefent,  on  the  island,  twenty  thoufand  whites,  and  ore  hun- 
dred thoufand  slaves.  Its  commerce  confilts'in  the  fame  articles  as  formerly,  although 
to  lels  extent  It>  capital  is  Bridgetown,  where  the  governor  rtfid  s,  whofe  employ- 
ment is  faid  to  be  worth  five  thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  It  has  a  college  founded 
a-d  well  e-dowed  by  colonel  Codringtonj  who  has  a  native  of  this  island.  Barba- 
does,  as  well  as  J  unaica,  has  fulT.red  much  by  hurricanes,  fires,  and  the  plague.  On 
the  loch  of  October,  1780,  adreaful  hurricane  occafi  >ned  vaft  devaluation  in  this 
island.  Great  numbers  of  the  koufes  were  deftroyed,  nut  one  being  wholly  free  from 
damage..  Mam  perfons  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  the  buildings,  and  great  numbers 
were  driven  into  the  fea,  and  there  pe;i!he  '« 

St.     CHRISTOPHE  R's. 

THIS  island,  commonly  called,  by  faibrs-,  St.  Kitts,  is  fituated  in  13  degree3 
eaft  longitude,  f.om  Philadelphia,  and  17  degrees  north  latitude,  about  four- 
teen leagues  from  rtntigua,  and  is  twenty  m  les  long,  and  feven  broad.  It  takes  its 
name  from  the  famous  Chriftopher  Columbus*  who  difcovered  it  for  the  Spaniards. 
That  nation,  however,  abandoned  it  as  unworthy  of  their  attention  •,  and,  in  1026, 
it  was  fettled  by  the  French  and  Englifh  conjunctly  •,  but  entirely  ceded  to  the  Bri- 
tfh  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  Befides  corton,  ginger  and  the  tropical  fruits,  it  gene- 
rally produces  nearly  as  much  fugar  as  Babadoes.  It  is  computed,  that  thi»  island  con- 
tains fix  thoufand  whites,  and  thirty  fix  thoufand  negroes.  In  February,  1782,  it 
was  taken  by  the  French,  but  reftored  to  England  by  the  late  treaty  of  peace. 

AN     T     I     G     U     A. 

SITUATED'  in  14  degrees  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia,  and  17  degrees  north 
latitude,  is  ofacircu'ar*  form,  nea  ly  twenry  miles  over,  each  way.  This  island, 
which  v.as  formerly  thought  ufelcfs,  has  now  attained  a  great  degree  of  importance. 
It  has  one  ef  the  beft  harnours  in  the  Weft- Indies,  and  its  capital,  St.  John's,  which, 
before  the  fire  in  1  65,  was  hrge  ?nd  wealthy,  is  the  ordinary  feat  cf  the  governor 
of  the  Letward  islands  Antigua  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  feven  thoufand-  whites, 
and  thirty  thoufand  slaves. 


(     6i5    ) 
GRANADA  and  thb  GRANADINES. 

iRANADA  is  fituated  in  12   degrees   north  latitude,  and   13  degrees  eaft  Ion. 

f  gitude  from  Philadelphia,  about  thirty  leagues  Couth-weft  of  Barbadoes,  and  a!- 
m^.r,  t.ie  fame  d.ftatice  north  of  New-  Andalufia,  or  the  Spanifh  Main.  This  island  is 
faid  to  be  thirty  miles  in  .ength.  and  fifteen  in  breadth.  Experience  has  proved,  that 
the  foil  is  adapted  for  producing  fugar,  coffee,  tobacco,  and  indigo  ;  and  upon  the 
whole,  it  carries  with  it  all  the  appearance  or  becoming  as  flourifhing  a  colony  as  anv 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  of  its  dimensions.  A  lake  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  in  the  middle  of 
the  ifland,  lupphes  it  plentifully  with  fine  rivers,  which  adorn  and  fertilize  it.  S&ve- 
ral  bays  and  harbours  are  round  the  ifland,  fome  of  whhh  may  be  fortified  with  great 
ad  van  ages,  wmch  render  it  very  convenient  for  fhipping  ;  and  it  has  the  lappinefs 
of  not  uenig  fubpcl  to  hurricane?.  St.  George's  bay  has  aiandy  bottom,  and  is  extreme- 
ly  capaeious,  but  open.  In  its  harbour,  or  careening  place,  one  hundred  large  vefTls 
may  roe  mjored  wi.h  perfect  fafety.  This  ifland  was  long  the  theatre  of  bloody  wars 
between  tne  Caiibbees,  or  native  Indians,  an  1  the  French,  during  which  the  former 
dtfen  led  themielves  with  the  moft  refolute  bravery;  In  the  laft  war  but  one,  when 
Granada  was  attacked  by  the  EigliftW  the  French  iahabitants,  who  were  not  very  nu- 
merous, were  {j  amazed  at  the  reduction  of  Gaudaloupe  and  Martinico,  that  they  loft 
all  fpirit,  and  furrendered  without  malting  the  leaft  oppofition  ;  and  the  full  property 
of  this  if]  ind,  together  with  the  fmall  dlands  on  the  north,  called  the  Granadines, 
which  yield  tne  fame  produce,  were  confirmed  to  Britain,  by  the  treatv  of  Paris,  in 
1763.  But  in  July  1779,  the  French  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Granada,  though  k 
wasrefioied  to  Britain  by  the  late  treaty  ofp;ace. 

DOMINICA. 

SITUATED  in  16  decrees  north  latitude,  and  in  13  eaft  longitude  from  Philadel- 
phia>  !ies  about  half  wav  between  Gaudaloupe  and  Mirtinico.  It  is  near  twenty- 
eignt  mileso'n  length,  and  thirteen  in  breadth.  It  received  its  prefent  name  from  being- 
difcovered  by  Columbus  on  a  Sunday.  The  foil  of  this  ifland  is  thin,  and  better  adap- 
ted to  the  rearing  of  cotion  than  fugar;  but  the  fides  of  hills  bear  the  fined;  trees 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  ifland  is  well  fupplied  with  rivulets  of  fi.ie  water. 

St.     V     IN     C     E     Nr     T. 

SITUATED  in  13  degrees  north  latitude,  and  14 degrees  eaft  longitude  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, fifty  miles  north-weft  of  Barbadoes,  and  thirty  miles  fouthofSt.  Lucia; 
is  about  twenty  four  miles  in  length,  and  eighteen  in  breadt.i.  It  is  exremely  fruit- 
ful, being  a  black  mould  upon  a  itroog  moal;  the  m  >ft  proper  for  the  raifng  of  fugar, 
Indigo  thrives  here  remtrkably  w.-ll  ;  bu>  this  article  is  lei's  cultivated  than  formerly 
throughout  the  Weft  Indies.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  are  Caribbeans,  fome  of  whom 
are  fugitives,  from  Barbadoes  and  other  iflahds.  The  Caribbeans  were  treafd  with 
fomuch  injuftice  and  barbarity,  after  this  ifland  came  inio  pofTe  fun  of  the  Englifh, 
to  whom  it  was  ceded  by  the  pSace,  in  1763,  that  tney  greatly  contributed  towards 
enabling  the  French  to  get  pofTeflion  of  it  again  in  1779  j  but  it  was  reftored  to  Bri. 
tain  by^the  late  treaty  of  peace. 

NEVIS    and    M  O  N  T  S  E  R  R  A  T. 

THESE  iflands,  lying  between  St.  Chriftopher's  and  Antigua,  neitherof  them  ex- 
ceeding eighteen   miles  in  circumference,   are  faid  to  contain    five  thoufand 
whites,  and  ten  thouAnd  flaves.    The  foil  in  C&fe  iflanis  is  light  and  fanJy,  bat  not- 
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withftanding,  fertile  in  a  high  degree  j  and  their  principal  exports  are  derived  from, 
the  fugar-cane.  Both  thefe  iflands  were  taken  by  the  French,  in  1781,  but  were  re- 
jjtared  to  Britain  at  the  peace. 

BARB     U     D     A, 

SITUATED  in  ^degrees  4-6  minutes  north  latitude,  13  degrees  10 minutes  eaft 
longitude  from  Philadelphia,  thirty- five  miles  north  of  Antigua,  is  twenty  miles 
in  length,  aid  twelve  in  breadth.  It  is  fertile  and  has  a  good  road  for  fhipping,  but 
no  direct  trade  with  England.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  employed  in  husbandry, 
and  raifing  frefh  provifion.  for  the  ufe  of  the  neighbouring  ifles.  It  belongs  to  the 
Codrington  family,  and  the  inhabitants  amount  to  about  fifteen  hundred. 

A     N     G     U     I     L     L     A. 

SITUATED  in  18  degrees  north  latitude,  fixty  miles  northweft  of  St.  Chriftopher  s, 
is  about  fifty  miles  long,  and  ten  broad.  This  ifland  is  a  perfect  level,  and  the 
climate  nearly  the  fame  with  that  of  Jamaica.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  not  nume- 
rous, apply  themfelves  to  husbandry,  and  feeding  of  cattle. 

BERMUDAS    or    SOMER     ISLANDS. 

THESE  received  their  firft  name  from  their  being  difcoverad  by  John  BejJ 
mudas,  a  Spaniard ;  and  were  called  the  Somtr  iflands,  from  fir  Geargc 
Somers,  who  was  fliipwrecked  on  their  rocks  in  1609,  on  hi«  pafiage  to  Virginia. 
They  are  fituated  at  a  vaft  diftance  from  any  continent,  in  32  °  north  latitude,  and 
in  10  °  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Their  diftance  from  the  Land's  end  is  com- 
puted to  be  near  fifteen  hundred  leagues,  from  the  Madeiras  about  twelve  hundred, 
and  from  Carolina  three  hundred.  The  Bermudas  are  but  fmall,  not  containing  in 
all  above  twenty  thoufand  acres  ;  and  are  very  difficult  of  accefs  Though  the  foil 
of  thefe  iflands  is  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  the  chief  and  only  bufinefs 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  confift  of  about  ten  thoufand,  is  the  building  and  navigating 
of  light  floops  and  brigantines,  which  they  employ  chiefly  in  the  trade  between 
North-America  and  the  Weft-Indies.  Th;fe  veflels  are  remarkable  for  their  fwifc. 
nefs,  as  the  cedar,  of  which  they  are  built,  is  for  its  hard  and  durable  quality.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  Bermudas  have  rendered  themfelves  infamous  by  their  late  depre- 
dations on  the  American  commerce. 

The  town  of  St.  George,  which  is  the  capital,  is  feated  at  the  bottom  of  a  haven 
in  the  ifland  of  the  fame  name,  and  is  defended  by  (even  or  eight  forts  and  feventy 
pieces  of  cannon.  It  contains  above  one  thoufand  houfes,  a  handfome  church,  and 
other  elegant  public  buildings. 

L  U  C  A  Y's    or     BAHAMA     ISLANDS. 

THE  Bahamas  are  fituated  to  the  fouth  of  Carolina,  between  22  and  27  degrees 
north  latitude,  and  2  eaft  and  b  weft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  They 
extend  along  the  coaft  of  Florida,  to  near  the  ifle  of  Cuba  ;  and  are  faid  to  be  five 
hundred  in  number,  fome  of  them  only  mere  rocks  ;  but  twelve  of  them  are  large, 
.fertile,  and  in  nothing  different  from  the  foil  of  Carolina.  They  are,  however,  almoft 
uninhabited,  except  Providence,  which  is  two  hundred  miles  eaft  of  Florida  ;  though, 
fome  ethers  are  larger  and  more  fertile,  on  which  the  Engliih  have  qlantations.  Be  • 
twee.i  them  and  the  continent  is  the  gulf  of  Florida,  through  which  the  Spanifh  ga- 
leous  fail  in  their  paiTage  to  Europe. 
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'Thefe  iflands  were  the  firft  fruits  of  Columbus's  difcoveries  •,  but  they  were  not 
t.  ti  to  the  Fnglifh  till  1C67,  when  captain  Se)  le,  being  driven  among  them  in  his 
paflage  to  Carolina,  gave  his  name  to  one  of  them  •,  and  b-.  inn  a  fecond  time  driven 
upon  it,  gave  it  the  name  of  Providence.  The  Engl  fh,  observing  the  advantageous 
fituation  of  thefe  iflands,  as  being  a  check  on  the  ij;  rich  and  Spaniards,  attempted  to 
fettle  them  in  the  reign  of  Charges  II.  Some.unluck]  accidents  prevented  this  fettle- 
ment  from  being  of  any  advantage;  the  »fL  of  Providence  became  a  harbour  for 
the  buccaneers,  or  pirates,  who  for  a  l"rg  fime,  infefted  the  American  navigation. 
This  obliged  the  Englifh  government,  in  1718,  to  fend  out  captain  Wpodes  Rogers^ 
wi  h  a  Heet  to  diflodge  the  pirate',  and  to  m?ke  a  fettlemerit.  This  the  captain 
efFecicd  ,  a  fcrt  was  er.cled,  and  an  independent  cempaov  ftat'oned  on  the  ifland 
Ever  fince,  ihefe  iflands  have  been  impioving,  though  but  flowjy.  la  time  of  war 
the  inhabitants  gain  confiderably  by  the  prizes  condemned  there,  and  at  ail  times  by 
the  wrecks,  which  are  frequent  in  this  labyrinth  of  rocks  ai:d  ihelves. 


SPANISH     ISLANDS     in     AMERICA. 

CUB        A. 

ME  :fland   of  Cuba  is  fituated  betwen  19  °  and  23  °  north   latitude,  and  be- 
tween 1  °    E.  and  12  °  W.  Ion.  frc  m  Phifad.  one  hundred  miles  to  the  fouth 


of  Cape  Florida, and  feventy-five  N.    of  Jamaica.      It  is  near  feven  hundred  miles  in 
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ppofed, 

to  have  the  belt  foil  for  fo  targe  a  country,  of  any  in  America.  It  produces  all  the  com- 
modities known  in  the  Weft  Indies,  particularly  ginger,  long-pepper,  and  other  fpices 
caffia,  fiftula,  maftich,  and  aloes.  It  alfo  produces  tobacco  and  fugar  ;  but  ow  no  to 
a  fcar;ity  of  labourers,  nnQ  the  erroneous  policy  of  the  Spaniards,  not  in  fu.h  quan- 
tities as  m'ght  be  expected.  It  is  f»id  that  its  exports  do  not  equal  in  quantity  thjfe 
of  the  fmalf  ifland  ol  Antigba. 

The  courfe  of  the  rivers  is  too  fhort  to  be  of  much  confequence  to  nav:garion  j 
but  there  are  feveral  eood  harbours  in  the  ifland,  which  belong  to  the  j  rincipdl 
towns  ;  as  that  of  St.  Jago,  oppofite  Jamaica,  well  fi  uated,  and  ftrongly  for- 
tified, but  neither  populous  nor  rich.  That  of  the  Havannah,  alfo,  which  is  the  capi- 
tal city  of  Cuba,  and  a  place  of  great  ftrength  and  importance,  containing  about  two 
thoufand  houfes,  with  a  great  number  of  convents  and  churches.  Bcfides  th^fe,  thrre 
is'Cumberland  harbour,  and  that  of  Santa  Cruz,  a  confiderable  town,-  thirty  miles 
eaft  of  the  Havannah, 

HISPANIOLA    or     St.     DOMINGO. 

TH'S  ifland  was,  at  firft,  pofTefTed  by  the  Spaniards  alone  ;  but  by  far  the  mod 
valuable,  though  the  leaft  extenfive  part  has  fince  been  fettled  by  the  French. 
However,  as  the  Spaniards  were  the  original  pofTeflbrs,  and  It  ill  continue  to  have  a 
fhare  in  it,  Hifpaniola  is  commonly  regarded  as  a  Spanifh  ifland. 

It  is  fituated  between  17  ° and  2 1  °  north  latitude,  and  1  °and  8  ° eaft  longitude  from 
Philadelphia,  lying  in  the  middle  between  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  is  four  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  long,  with  a  variable  breadth  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  to  kvQa- 
Vol.  II,  7  S 
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ty  only.  When  Hifpar.icla  was  firftdifcovered  by  Columbus,  the  number  cf  its  inhabi- 
tants was  computed  to  be  ar  le  8 ,  ort  milion.  But  fuch  was  the  crusty  and  want  of jufl: 
policy  of  the  Spaniards,  that  thev  were  reduced  to  fixty  thoufand  in  'he  fpace  of  fifteen 
years.  The  faceof  the  ifl.n  '  prtfents  an  agrtable  variety  of  hills,  vailies,  woods,  and  ri- 
vers, and  the  foil  is  allowed  to  be  tx  remely  fertile,  producing  fugar,  cotton,  indigo,  to- 
bacco, maize  and  cafiava  root.  The  European  cartle  are  fo  multiplied,  in  the  Spanifh 
part,  that  they  run  wild  in  the  woods,  and.  as  in  South  America,  are  fometimes  hunted 
for  their  hides  and  tallow  only.  In  the  moft  barren  parts  of  the  rocks,  filver  andgold  have 
been  difcovered.  The  mines  however,  a>e  not  worked  now.  The  weftern  part,  which  is 
in  pofTefiiqn  of  the  French,  confifts  of  large  fruitful  plains,  which  produce  the  articles 
already  mentioned,  in  vaft  abundance.  This  indeed  is  the  beft  and  moft  fruitful  part 
of  the  beft  and  moft  fertile  island  in  the  Wtft  Indies,  and  perhaps  in  the  world. 

The  moft  ancient  town  in  this  island,  and  in  al!  America,  built  by  Europeans,  it 
St.  Domingo.  It  was  founded  by  Bartholomew  Columbus,  brother  to  the  admiral, 
in  1504,  who  gave  it  that  name,  it  is  faid,  in  honour  of  his  father  Dominic,  and  by 
which  the  whole  island  is  fometimes  named.  It  is  fituated  on  a  fpacious  harbour, 
though  with  an  entrance  for  fmall  mips  only,  and  is  a  large,  welibuilt  city,  inhabited 
by  a  mixture  of  Europeans,  Creoles,  mulattoes,  meftizos,  and  negrces. 

The  French  towns  are,  Cape  St.  Francois,  the  capital  containing  fe/eral  years  ago, 
about  eight  thoufand  whites  and  blacks,  but  at  prefent  little  more  than  a  heap  af  ruins. 
Port  au  Prince,  though  inferior  in  point  of  fize,  is  a  prettv  go«d  port,  a  place  of  confi- 
derable  trade,  and  the  feat  of  the  French  government  in  the  island.  They  have  two 
other  towns,  confiderable  for  their  trade,  ^t.   Marc  and  Les  Cayes. 

The  following  is  faid  to  be  an  exact  ftatement  of  the  product,  population,  and  com- 
merce of  the  French  colony  of  Hifpaniola,  in  the  year  1788,  and  may  fervc  to  fhow  the 
immenf;  loiTes  fuflained  by  the  late  infurrectinn  of  the  negroes. 

Population.]  White  people,  twenty  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventeen; 
viz.  nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety  nine  men  •,  two  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  one  males  above  twelve  years  old  •,  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  nine- 
ty fix  under  twelve  years  •,  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-nine  hufbandmen 
of  plantations  •,  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  }  lan-ation  managers  ; 
three  hurdr  d  nnd  twenty  five  fugar  refi  ers  ,  three  hundred  and  eight  ph\  ficians  ; 
five  hundred  and  ten  mechanics  •,  fix  hundred  and  fourteen  clerks  ;  two  white  firvants; 
eioht  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eleven  women  and  girls. 

Free  people  of  co'our,  twenty  cne  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  e"ght  •,  of  whom 
three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety  three  were  men  ;  two  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  two  males  i.bcve  twelve  years;  two  thouiand  eight  hundred  and 
ninetv-two  under  twelve;  two  thoufand  feven  huidnd  fervants  ;  nine  thouf  nd 
eiaht  hundred  and  thirty-three  women,  or  girls  ;  ilave*,  four  hundred  and  five  thou- 
fand five  hundred  a-.d  twenty  eight. 

Plantations  and  manufactures  ]  Sugar,  feven  hundred  and  ninety  two  ;  indigo, 
three  thoufand  and  ninety  (even  ;  cotton,   (even  hun  red   and  five  •,  coffee  t.vo  thou- 
fand tight   fcundied    and   ten  ;   diftiileries,  or.e   hundred   ana   feventy-three  ;    brick 
and  potter's  ware,  fx'y  three  ;  cocoa,  l1xty-n:»e  ;  tanners,  three. 
ProduSiions  exptrted  to  France. 
^0,227. 709  pounds  of  white  fugar,  930,016  pounds  of  indigo. 

93,177, u8     do.         brut     do.         6,286,126     do.  cotton. 

68,151,181     do.  coffee,  12,995  drcfled  flcins. 

Sold  to  American,  EngHfl)-  and  But  :b  Smugglers, 
zr.  ceo,  000  pounds  of  brut  fugzrs,     3,000,000  pounds  of  cotton. 
1  j..  000 ,000     do,  coffee. 

The  melaffcs,  exported  in  American  bottoms,  valued  at  one  million  of  dollars  ;  pre- 
cious wood,  exported  in  French  (hips,  two  hundred  thoufand  djllars. 
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^  Trade.]  Five  hundred  and  eighty  large  fhips,  carrying  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
iine  thoofand  fix  hundred  and  feventy- nine  tons,  in  which  the  imports  amounted  to 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  more  than  eight  millions  were  in  manufactured 
goods  of  France,  and  the  other  four  millions  in  French  produce. 

The  Spanifh  fhips  exported,  in  French  goods  or  money,  one  million  four  hundred 
thoufimd  dollars,  for  mules  imported  by  them  into  the  colony. 

Ninety  eight  French  Aiips,  carrying  forty  thoufmd  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons, 
imported  twenty-nine  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fix  negroes;  which  fold  for  eight 
millions  of  dollars. 

The  negroes  in  the  French  divifion  of  this  ifland  have,  fi nee  the  month  of  Auguft, 
1791,  been  in  a  ftate  of  infurrection.  In  the  progrefs  of  thefe  disturbances,  which  have 
not  vet  fubfided,  the  planters  and  others  have  fuftained  immenfe  loffes.  As  this  un- 
happy affair  has  engaged  much  of.the  attention  of  the  public,  we  will  give  a  fumma- 
ry  ftafement  of  the  caufes  of  this  infurrection  ,  from  a  pamphlet  published  in  1792, 
entitled,  "  An  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  infurrection  of  the  negroes  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Domingo. 

"  Thefituation  of  the  French  colonies  early  attracted  the  attention  of  the  conftitu- 
ent  aflembly-  At  this  time  all  was  as  tranquil  as  fuch  a  ftate  of  oppreflion  would  per- 
mit. Political  health  can  only  be  attributed  to  a  country  with  a  free  cenftitution. 
The  fituation  of  the  iflands  is  that  of  a  paralytic  :  one  part  is  torpid,  white  the  other 
is  affected  with  the  frantic  motions  of  St.  Vitus's  dance. 

"  The  firft  interference  of  the  national  aflembly,  in  the  affairs  of  the  colonies,  was 
by  a  decree  of  the  8  th  March,  1790,  which  declared,  «  That  all  free  perfons,  who 
were  proprietors  and  refidentsof  two  years  flanding  and  who  contributed  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  ftate,  fhould  exercife  the  rights  of  voting,  which  conftitute  the  quality  of 
French  citizens.' 

"  This  decree,  though  in  fact  :'t  gave  no  new  rights  to  the  people  of  colour,  was  re- 
garded with  a  jealous  eye  by  the  white  planters  ;  who  evidently  faw, "that  the  genera- 
lity of  the  qualification  included  all  defcriptions  of  proprietors.  They  affected,  how- 
ever, to  impoie  a  different  conftruction  upon  it.  The  people  of  colour  appeafed  to 
common  jult'ce  and  common  fenfe  ;  it  was  to  no  purpofe.  The  whites  repelled  them 
from  their  afTemblies.  Some  commotions  enlued,  in  which  they  mutually  fell  a  fa- 
crifice  v  the  one  party  to  their  pride,  the  other  to  their  refentment. 

Thefe  difturbances  again  excited  the  vigilance  of  the  national  aflembly.  A  decree 
was  paffed  on  the  12th  day  of  October,  1790,  by  which  the  aflembly  declared,  as  a 
conflitutional  article,  'That  they  would  eftablifh  no  regulations  reflecting  the  inter- 
nal government  of  the  colonies,  without  the  precife  and  formal  requeft  of  the  coloni- 
al aflVmblie*.' 

"  Peace,  however,  was  not  the  confequence  of  this  decree.  The  people  of  colour' 
it  is  true,  had  obtain-:  d  1  legal  right  of  voting  ;  but  the  unfortunate  queftion  ftill  recur" 
red,  who  fhould  be  permitted  to  exercife  that  right  ?  On  this  head  the  df  cree  was 
filent.  New  diflenfions  arofe  ;  each  of  the  parties  covered,  under  a  pretended  patriot- 
ifm,  the  moft  atrocicus  defigns.  Aflaflination  and  revolt  became  frequent.  Mauduit,  a 
French  officer  of  rank,  lpft  his  lite  by  the  hands  of  his  own  countrymen.  The  unfor- 
tunate Oge,  a. planter  of  colour,  who  had  exerted  himfelf  in  France  in  the  caufe  of 
his  brethren,  relolved  to  fupport  their  juft  pretentions  by  force  He  landed  in  the 
Spanifh  territory  of  St.  Domingo,  where  he  aflemb'ed  abou*-  fix  hundred  mulattoes. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  hoflilities,  he  wrote  to  the  French  general,  that  his  defire  was 
for  peace,  provided  the  laws  were  enforced.  His  letter  was  abfurdlv  confidered  as  a 
declaration  of  war.  Being  attacked  and  vanquifhed,  he  took  refuge  among  the  Spa- 
niards, who  delivered  him  up  to  his  adversaries.     The  horrors  of  his  death  were  the 
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raibingers  of  future  crimes.     Thefe  disturbances  ftill  increasing,'  the  national  aflembly' 
found  it  neceff»ry,  at  length,  to  de,c;de  between  the  contending  parties. 

"On  the  i^rh  of  May,  1791,  a  decree  was  piifed,  confining  of  two  articles,  by' 
the  firft  of  which  the  aSTemb'v  confirmed  that  of  the  12th  of  October,  fo  far  as  ref- 
p:ded  the  flaves  in  their  iflauds.  It  is  true  that  the  word  flave  was  cautioufiy  o.iitted  in. 
this  document,  and  they  are  only  characterized  by  the  negative  defcription  of tC  men  not 
free,"  as  if  right  and  wrong  depended  on  a  play  of  words,  or  a  mode  of  expreffion. 

"  This  part  of  the  decree  met  with  but  little  oppofMon;  though  it  paffc^  net  with- 
out fevere  reprehenfion  from  a  few  enlightened  n  embers,  The  fecond  article,  ref. 
pecting  the  people  of  colour,  was  ftrongly  eontefted.  I  hofe,  who  were  before  known, 
by  the  appellation  of  patriot*,  divided  upon  it.  It  was  however,  determined  in  the' 
rei"ult,  that  the  people  of  colour,  born  of  free  parents,  mould  be  considered  as  active 
citizens,  and  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of  government  in  the  iflands. 

*'  This  fecond  article,  which  decided  upon  a  ri?ht  rhat  the  people  of  colour  had  been 
entitled  to  for  upwards  of  a  century,  inftead  of  rtft^ring  pence,  may  be  confidered  as 
the  caufe,  or  rather  the  prtext,  of  all  the  fubfeq*  ent  evils  that  the  colony  of  St.  Do- 
mingo has  fuftained.  They  arofe,  rot  indeed  from  its  execution,  but  fr  m  its  coun- 
teraction by  the  white  color  ifts.  Had  they,  after  the  awful  warnings  they  had  already 
experienced,  obeyed  the  ordinances  of  an  affembly  they  pretended  to  'evee — had  they 
im'jibcd  one  drop  of  the  true  fpirit  of  that  constitution  to  which  they  had  vowed  an 
i  iviolable  attachment-— -Sad  thev  even  luppreffcd  the  dilates  of  pride  in  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  prudence — he  Itorm  that  threatened  them  had  been  averted,  and  in  their  obe- 
dience to  the  parent  flute,  they  haddifplayed  r.n  act  of  pa'riotifm,  and  pn-ferved  them- 
fclves  from  all  poflibility  of  danger. 

"  But  the  equalization  of  the  people  of  colour  flung  the  irritable  rrrv»s  of  the  white 
coloniits.  No  fooner  had  the  decree  paffed,  than  deputies  from  ih  ifl  '  ds  to  the  na- 
tional affembly  withdrew  their  attendance.  The  colonial  committee,  ajw>y>  under  the 
influence  of  the  planter  ,  fufpended  their  labours.  Its  arrival  in  the  iSland  ft  nek  :he 
whites  with  confter»at!on.  T  hey  vowed  to  f.crifice  their  lives  rather  than  fuffer  the 
execution  of  the  decree.  Their  rage  bordered  upon  phrenzv.  Thev  prorofed  to 
irnprifon  the  French  merchants  then  in  theifland,  to  tear  down  the  national  fl  e,  and 
to  hoiftthe  Biitifh  Standard  in  its  place.  Whillt  the  joy  of  the  mul  ittoes  was  nvng» 
led  with  apprehenfions  and  with  fears,  St.  Domingo  re  echoed  virh  the  cries  of  tl  e 
whites,  with  their  menaces,  with  their  execrations  aguinft  the  conftitution.  A  morion 
Mas  made  in  the  Streets  to  fire  upon  the  people  of  colour,  who  fled  from  the  c'tv ,  and 
took  refuge  in  the  plantations  of  their  friends,  an  i  in  the  woods.  They  were  at 
length  recalled. by  a  proclamation  ;  but  it  was  o'  lv  to  fvear  fubordination  to  the  whites, 
and  to  be  witnerLs  offrefh  enormi  ie«.  Amidft  theSe  agitations,  the  flaves  had  re- 
mained in  their  accuftomrd  fubordihai ion.  No-- was  it  till  the  month  of  Aug.aft,  1791, 
that  the  f>mp*oms  ofinfurrection  appealed  amongft  them. 

"  A  confiJerable  number,  both  of  whi  es  and  people  of  colour,  had  loft  their  lives  in 
thefe  commotions,  before  the  flaves  had  given  indications  of  difaffectijn.  They  were 
not,  however,  infenfible  of  the  opportunities  of  revolt  afforded  bv  the  diff-nfions  of 
their  maite;s.  They  had  learnt,  that  no  alleviation  of  their  miferies  was  ever  to  be 
expected  from  Europe  y  that  in  the  it;  Hg^le  for  colonial  dominion,  their  humble  in- 
terests bad  been  equally  f'acrificed  or  forgotten  bv  all  parties;  They  felt  their  cuib  re- 
laxed by  the  difarming  and  difpe  fio't  of  their  mulatto  mutters,  who  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  keep  them  under  rigorous  difcipli  ne.  HOpeMs  of  telief  from  a  iv  quarter, 
they  roft  in  different  parts,  and  fp:ead  defolation  over  the  ifland.  If  the  cotd  c  u'elties 
of  defpoafm  have  no  bcu;  (is,  what  ihall  be  expected  from  the  pafoxifms  of  def  air  ? 
*' On  the  nth  of  September,  1 7  _,  1 ,  a  convention  took  place,  which' produced  the 
agreement  called  the   Concordat,  by    which  the  whits  planters  Stipulated  that  they 
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would  no  longer  oppofe  the  law  of  the  15th  of  May,  which  gave  political  rights  to 
the  people  of  colour.  The  colonial  affembly  even  promifed  to  meliorate  the  fuuaticn 
of  the  people  of  colour,  born  of  parents  not  free,  and  to  whom  the  decree  of  the  15th 
of  May  did  not  extend.  An  union  was  formed  between  the  planters,  which,  if  it  had 
fooner  taken  place,  would  have  prevented  the  infurrection.  The  infurgents  were  everv 
where  difpirited,  repulfed,  and  difperfed  ;  and  the  colony  itfelf  preferred  from  total 
destruction. 

"  But,  unfortunately,  by  a  decree  of  the  national  affembly  of  the  24th  of  September, 
the  people  of  colour  were  virtually  excluded  from  all  right  of  colonial  legifiLtion,  and 
exprefsly  placed  in  the  power  of  the  white  colonics. 

"  If  the  decree,  of  the  15th  of  May,  inftigated  the  white  colonifts  to  the  frantic  acts 
of  violence  before  defcribed,  what  fhall  we  fuppo.fe  were  the  feelings  of  the  people  of 
colour  on  that  of  the  24th  of  September,  which  again  blafted  thofe  hopes  they  had 
juftly  founded  on  theconftifutional  law  of  the  parent  ftate,  and  thefolemn  ratification 
of  the  white  colonics  ?  No  fooner  was  it  known  in  the  iflands,  than  thofe  diffenfions, 
which  the  revolt  of  the  negroes  had,  for  a  while,  appeafed,  broke  out  with  frefh  vio- 
lence. The  apprehenfiens  entertained  from  the  flaves,  had  been  allayed  by  the  effefts 
of  the  Concordat;  but  the  whites  no  fooner  found  themfelves  relieved  from  the  ter- 
ror of  immediate  deftruction,  than  .they  availed  themfelves  of  the  decree  of  the  24th 
of  September;  they  formally  revoked  the  Concordat,  and  treacherously  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  an  engagement  to  which  they  owed  their  v°ry  exiftence.  The  people  of  co- 
lour were  inarm*-,  they  attacked  the  whites  in  the  fouthern  provinces;  they  pofief. 
fed  themfelves  of  fort  >  t.  Louis,  and  defeated  their  opponents  in  feveral  engagements: 
A  powerful  body  furrounded  Port  au  Prince,  the  capital  of  theifland,  and  claimed  the 
execution  of  the  Concordat.  At  three  different  times  did  the  whites  alien  t  to  the  re- 
quifition,  and  as  often  broke  their  engagement.  Gratified  with  the  predilection  for 
ariftocracy,  which  the  conftituent  affembly  had  avowed,  they  affected  the  appellation 
of  patriots,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  transfer  the  popular  odium  to  the  people  of  colour, 
who  were  contending  for  their  indifputable  rights,  and  to  the  few  white  colonifts  who 
had  virtue  enough  to  efpoufe  their  caufe.  Under  this  pretext,  the  municipality  of 
Port  au  Prince  required  M.  Grimoard,  the  captain  of  the  Boreas,  a  French  line  of  bat- 
tle fhip  to  bring  his  guns  to  bear  upon,  and  cannonade  the  people  of  colour,  affem* 
bled  near  the  town.  He  at  firft  refufed  ;  but  the  crew,  deluded  by  the  cry  of  pat.-i- 
otifm,  enforced  his  compliance.  No  fooner  was  this  meafure  adopted,  than  the  peo- 
ple of  colour  gave  aloofe  to  their  indignation  ;  they  fpread  over  the  country,  and  fet 
fire  indifcriminately  to  all  the  plantations  •,  the  greateft  part  of  the  town  of  Port  au 
Prince  foon  after  fhared  the  fame  fate.  Nothing  feemed  to  remain  for  the  white  in- 
habitants but  "to  feek  their  fafety  in  quitting  the  colony. 

"  In  the  northern  parts,  the  people  of  colour  adopted  a  more  magnanimous,  and, 
perhaps,  a  more  prudent  conduct.  "  They  began,"  fays  mr.  Vergniaud,  "by  offering 
their  blood  to  the  whites.  We  fhall  wait,"  faid  they  "  till  we  have  faved  you,  before 
weaffert  our  own  claims."  They  accordingly  oppofed  themfelves  to  the  revolted  ne- 
groes with  unexampled  courage.  They  endeavoured  to  ioothe  them  by  attending  to 
their  reafcnable  requisitions  ;  and  if  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo  be  prefer ved  to  the 
French  nation,  it  will  be  by  the  exertions  of  the  people  of  colour.". 

After  this  recital,  we  leave  the  effects  of  this  dreadful  infurrection  to  be  defcribed 
by  the  profefied  hiftorian.  He  will  probably  relate  how  this  flourifhing' colony  has 
been  ravaged  by  fire  and  fword  ;  how,  after  the  moft  horrible  fcenes  that  can  be  con- 
ceived, Cape  Francois  became  the  prey  of  devouring  flames  on  the  22d  of  June,  1 793  ; 
how  the  wretched  fugitives,  who  efcaped  with  difficulty  from  the  horrors  of  confla- 
gration, and  themercilefs  attempts  of  their  flaves,  were,  with  more  than  Algerine  bar- 
barity, plundered  of  the  forry  remnants  of  their  fluttered  fortunes,  by  the  Britifh 

Vol.  II.  T  7 


U±  PORTO- R.I  CO,  VIRGIN  ISLANDS,  &c. 

privateers  ;  how  the  Fnglifh  and  the  Spaniards,  fame  months  afterwards,  feized  upon 
feveral  places  in  the  French  part  of  the  ifland  ;  how  the  wretched  colonics,  who,  un- 
der the  promife  of  protection  from  the  Spaniards,  returned  from  -their  exile  in  the 
united  ftates,toFortDauphin,  where  thev  wereinfamoufiy  maffacredby  thetroops  of  the 
negro  Jean  Francois,  a  general  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  in  fight  of 
the  Spanifh  troops-,  and,  in  fne,  how  the  eff  >rts  of  England  and  Spain  have  been  fo 
futile  or  fo  weakly  directed,  that  a  handful  of  French  republicans,  exciting  and  con- 
ducting the  revolted  flaves,  threaten  at  the  prefent  time,  to  leavi  to  thofe  two  nations, 
only  the  piercing  regret  of  having  held  out  to  the  ariftocratic  inhabitants,  a  protection 
rot  only  vain,  but  even  fatal  to  St  Damingo,  as  it  has  only  fcrved  to  haften  the  de* 
ftruction  of  thofe  unfortunate  people. 

P    O     R     T     O  -  R    I     C     O, 

SITUATED  between  8  and  n  degrees  eaft  from  Phihdelphia,  and  in  18  degrees 
north  latitude,  lying  between  Hifpaniola  and  St.  Chriftopher's,  is  one  hundred 
miles  long  and  forty  broad.  The  foil  is  beautifully  diversified  with  woods,  vallies,  and 
piains  j  and  is  extremely  fertile,  producing  the  fame  kind  of  fruits  as  the  other  ifl- 
ands.  It  is  well  watered  with  fprings  and  rivers  j  but  the  ifland  is  unhealthful  in  the 
rainy  feafons.  It  was  on  account  of  the  go!d  mines,  that  the  Spaniards  fettled  here  v  but 
there  is  no  longer  any  confidejable  quantity  of  this  metal  found  in  it. 

Porto-Rico,  the  capital  town,  ftands  on  a  little  ifland  on  the  north  fide,  forming  a 
capacious  harbour.  It  is  joined  to  the  chief  ifland  by  a  caufeway,  and  defended  by 
forts  and  batteries,  which  render  the  town  almoft  inacceflible.  It  is  better  inhabited 
than  moil  of  the  Spanifh  towns,  becaufe  it  is  the  centre  of  the  contraband  trade  carri» 
ed  on  by  the  Engiifiiand  French  with  the  fubjects  of  Spain. 

VIRGIN     ISLANDS, 

SITUATED  at  the  eaft.  end  of  Porto-Rico,  are  extremely  fmall. 

TRINIDAD, 

SITUATED  between  13  and  16  degrees  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia,  and  in 
to  degrees  north  latitude,  lies  between  the  ifland  of  Tobago  and  the  Spanifh 
Main-,  from  which  it  is  Separated  by  the  ftraits  of  Paiii  It  is  a'^out  ninety  miles 
long,  and  fixty  broad  ;  and  has  an  unheathful  climate,  but  fruitful  foil,  producing  fu- 
gar,  fine  tobacco,  indigo,  ginger,  variety  of  fruit,  fome  cotton  trees,  an.?  Indian  corn. 
It  was  taken  by  fir  Walter  Raleigh  in  1595,  and  by  the  French  in  1676,  who  plun- 
dered the  ifland,  and  extorted  money  from  the  inhabitants. 

M  A  R  G  A  R  E  T  T  A. 

SITUATED  in  1 1  degrees  eaft  longitude,  and  11  degrees  3c  minutes  north  lati- 
tude, feparated  from  the  northern  coaftotNew  Andalufia,  in  Terra  Firma,  by  a 
ftrait  of  twenty  four  miles,  is  about  forty  miles  in  length,  and  twenty  four  in  breadth; 
and  being  always  vcrciant,  affords  a  mbft  agreeable  profpect.  The  ifland  abounds  in 
pafture,  in  maze,  and  fruit ;  but  there  is  a  fcarcity  of  wood  and  water.  There  wjs 
pnee  a  pearl  fifh°ry  on  its  coaft,  which  is  now  difcontinued. 

There  a;e  many  other  fmall  ifhrcds  in  thefe  feas,  to  which  the  Spaniards  have  paid 
no  attention.  We  fhali  therefore  proceed  round  Caps  Horn  into  the  South  Seas,  where 
the  fir  ft  Spanifh  ifland,  of  any  "importance,  is  Chiloe,  on  the  coaft  of  Chili,  which  has 
agovernor,  and  feme  harbours  well  fortified. 
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LYING  in  8  degrees^  weft  longitude,  and  33  fouth  latitude,  three  hundred  miles 
weft  of  Chili,  is  uninhabited  ;  but  having  fome  good  harbours,  it  is  found  ex- 
tremely convenient  for  cruifers  to  touch  at  and  water.  This  ifland  is  famous  for  hav- 
ing given  rife  to  the  celebrated  romance  of  Robinfon  Crufoe.  It  feems,  one  Alexander 
Selkirk,  a  Scotfman,  was  left  afhore  in  this  folitary  place  by  his  captain,  where  he 
lived  fome  years,  until  he  was  difcovered  by  captain  Woodes  Rogers,  in  1709  ;  wherr 
taken  up,  he  had  almoft  forgotten  his  natiye  language,  and  could  fcarcely  be  underftood, 
ieeming  to  fpeak  his  words  by  halves.  He  was  dreffed  in  goats'  skins,  would  drink 
nothing  but  water,  and  it  was  fome  time  before  he  could  relifh  the  fhip's  victuals. 
During  his  abode  in  this  ifland,  he  had  killed  five  hundred  goats,  which  he  caught  by 
running  them  down  •,  and  he  had  marked  as  many  more  on  the  ear,  which  he  let  go. 
Some  of  thefe  were  caught,  thirty  years  after,  by  lord  Anfon's  people;  their  venera- 
ble afpecT:,  and  majeftic  beards,  difcovered  ftrong  fymptoms  of  antiquity. 

Selkirk,  upon  his  return  to  England,  was  advifed  to  publifh  ah  account  of  his  life 
and  adventures  in  his  little  kingdom.  He  is  faid  to  have  put  his  papers  into  the 
hands  of  Daniel  Defoe,  to  prepare  them  for  publication  ;  bat  that  writer,  by  help  of 
thofe  papers  and  a  lively  fancy,  transformed  Alexander  Selkirk  into  Robinfon  Crufoe, 
and  returned  Selkirk  his  papers  again  •,  fo  that  the  latter  derived  no  advantage  from 
them.  They  were  probably  too  indigefted  for  publication,  and  Defoe  might  derive 
little  from  them,  but  thofe  hints,  which  gave  rife  to  his  own  celebrated  performance. 


FRENCH     I-SANDS   in    AMERICA. 

THE  French  were  among  the  laft  nations  who  made  fettlements  in  the  Weft-In- 
dies •,  but  they  made  ample  amends  by  the  vigour  with  which  they  purfued  them, 
■and  by  that  chain  of  judicious  and  admirable  meafures  which  they  ufed  in  drawing 
from  them  every  advantage  that  the  nature  of  the  climate  affords,  and  in  contending 
againft  the  difficulties  which  it  threw  in  their  way. 

That  the  colonies  might  be  as  little  burdened  as  poflible,  and  that  the  governor 
might  haveltfs  temptation  to  ftir  up  troublefome  intrigues,  or  favour  factions  in  his 
government,  his  falary  was  paid  by  the  crown  •,  he  had  no  perquifites,  and  was  ftr:cl- 
ly  forbidden  to  carry  on  any  trade,  or  to  have  any  plantations  in  the  iflands  or  on  the 
continent  ;  or  any  intereft  whatever,  in  goods  or  lands,  within  his  government,  except 
the  houfe  he  lived  in,  and  a  garden  for  his  convenience  and  recreation.  All  the  other 
officers  were  paid  b.' the  crown,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  mothtr  country.  The 
fortifications  were  built  and  repaired,  andtiie  foldi:rs  paid  out  of  the  fame  fund. 

Their  colonies  in  general  paid  no  taxes  but  when,  upon  any  exti  aordinary  emer- 
gency, taxes  were  raifed,  they  were  always  very  moderate.  The  duiies  upon  the  ex- 
fort  of  their  produ:e,  at  the  Weft-India  iflands,  or  at  its  import  into  France,  were 
next  to  nothing  -,  hv  both  places  hardly  making  two  per  cent.  Tne  commodities 
fent  to  the  iflands  paid  no  duties  at  all.  Their  other  regulations,  refpedhng  the  judges 
of  the  admiralitv,  law-fuits,  recovery  of  debts,  lenity  to  fuchas  had  fuffered  by  earth- 
quakes, hurricanes,  or  bad  feafjns,  the  peopling  of  their  colonies,   number  or  wmres 
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to  be  employed  by  the  planters,  and  laftly,  the  management  of  negroes,  cannot  be 
fufficiently  admired  ;  and  might  have  been  imitated,  with  great  advantage,  by  their 
neighbours. 

We  have  r.lready  mentioned  the  French  colony  upon  the  Spanifh  iflind  of  Hifpa. 
niola,  or  St.  Domingo,  as  the  moft  important  and  valuable  of  sll  their  foreign  fet- 
tlemencs.  We  lhall  next  proceed  to  the  iflands  of  which  the  French  claim  the  fole 
pofTeffion,  beginning  with  the  large  and  important  one  of 

MARTINICO, 

WHICH  is  fituated  between  14  and  15  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  in  14 
degrees  eaft  longitude,  lying  about  forty  leagues  northweft  of  Barbadoes, 
is  about  fo:ty-five  miles  in  length,  and  halt  as  much  in  breadth  The  inland  part  of 
it  is  hilly,  and  pours  out,  on  every  fide,  a  number  of  agreeable  and  uf.ful  rivers, 
which  adorn  and  enrich  this  ifland  in  a  high  degree.  The  produce  of  the  foil  is  fu- 
gar,  cotton,  and  fuch  huits  as  are  found  in  the  neighbouring  ifles.  But  fugar  is  here, 
as  in  all  the  Weft-India  iflands,  the  principal  commodity,  of  which  there  is  exported 
a  confiderable  quantity  annually.  Martinico  is  the  rtfidence  of  the  governor  of  the 
French  windward  iflands  in  thofe  feas.  Its  bays  and  harbours  are  numerous,  fafe,  and 
commodious  •,  and  fo  well  fortified,  that  they  often  bade  defiance  to  the  Englifh,  till 
the  year  1762,  when  this  ifland  was  added  to  the  Britifh  empire,  but  it  was  reftored  at 
the  treaty  of  peace  in  1763.  Martinico  was  again  taken  by  the  Englifh  in  the  month 
of  April,  1794. 

GUADALOUPE, 

SO  called  by  Columbus,  from  the  refemblance  of  its  mountains  to  thofe  of  that 
name  in  Spain,  is  fituated  in  16  degrees  north  btitude,  and  13  e;.ft  longitude, 
about  thirty  leagues  north  of  Martinico,  and  almoft  as  much  fouth  of  Antigua  ;  be- 
ing forty-five  miles  long,  and  thirty-eight  broad.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  by  a 
fmall  arm  of  the  fca,  or  rather  a  narrow  channel,  through  which  no  fhips  can  ven- 
ture •,  but  the  inhabitants  pafs  it  in  a  ferry  boat.  Its  foil  is  more  fertile  than  that  of 
Martinico,  producing  fugar,  cotton,  &c.  This  ifland  is  in  a  fburifhing  condition, 
and  its  exports  of  fugar  are  almoft  incredible.  Like  Martinico,  it  was  formerly  at- 
tacked by  the  Englifh,  who  gave  up  the  attempt ;  but  in  1759,  they  reduced  it,  and  re- 
ftored it  at  the  peace  of  1763.  Guadaloupe  was  again  taken  bv  the  Britifh  forces  in' 
April,  1 794  i  but  the  French  republicans  retook  it  about  the  end  of  the  fame  year. 

St.     LUCIA, 

SITUATED  in  14  degrees  north  lat.  and  in  14  degrees  eaft  Ion.  eighty  miles 
north-weft  of  Barbadoes,  is  twenty  three  milts  in  length,  and  twelve  in  breadth. 
The  Englifh  firft  fettled  herein  1637.  From  that  time  they  met  with  various  misfor- 
tunes from  the  natives  and  French  ;  at  length  it  was  agreed  on  between  the  latter  ani 
the  Eng  ifh,  that  St.  Lucia,  with  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent,  fhould  remain  neutral. 
But  the  French  before  the  war  of  1750  commenced,  began  to  fettle  thefe  two  latter 
iflands  ;  which,  by  'he  fubfequent  treatv  of  peace  in  1763,  were  furrendered  to  Britain, 
and  this  ifLnd  to  France.  '1  be  f  1  of  St  Lucia,  in  the  vallies,  is  rx  remtly  rich,  it 
produces  excellent  timber,  and  abou  ds  v  'it  1  pleafant  rivers,  and  well  fituated  harbours; 
and  was  deda  ed  a  free  port  u  idercert  lin  reftriclions.  The  Englifh  made  themfelves 
matters  of  it  in  1778  •,  but  it  was  reftored  again  to  the  French  in  1783.  1  his  ifland 
was  a  fecond  time  reduced  by  me  Engiiih  in  1794,  at  the  fame  time  as  Martinico  and 
Guadeloupe. 
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TOBAGO. 

THIS  ifland  is  fituated  in  1 1  degrees  odd  minutes  north  latitude,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  fouth  of  Barbaooes,  and  about  the  fame  difiance  from  the  Spanifh 
Main.  It  is  about  thirty-two  miles  in  length,  and  ninein  breadth.  The  climate  here  is 
not  as  hot  as  might  be  ex-e^ed  fo  near  the  equator  -,  andit  has  btenfalfely  faid  that  it  lies 
out  of  the  courfe  of  thore  hurricanes,"  that  have  fcmetimes  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  other 
Weft-India  iflands.  It  has  a  fruitful  foil,  capable  of  producing  fugar,  and  indeed  every 
thing  elie  that  is  railed  in  the  Weft- Indies,  with  the  addition  (if  we  may  believe  the 
Dutch)  of  the  cinnamon,  nutmeg,  and  gum  copal.  It  is  well  watered  with  numerous 
fprings  •,  and  its  bavs  and  ere?  ks  are  fo  difpofed,  as  to  be  very  commodious  for  all  kinds 
of  fhippisg.  It  has  been  chitfly  poflcfled  by  the  Dutch,  who  defended  their  preten- 
tions, againft  both  England  and  France,  with  the  mod  obftinate  perfeverance.  By  the  trea- 
ty of  Aix-la  Chapelle,  in  1748,  it  was  declared  neutral  1  though  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  in  1763,  it  was  yielded  up  to  Great-Britain  ;  but  in  June,  1781,  it  was  taken  by 
the  French,  and  ceded  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  1783.  TheEnglifti  took  it  in  1793. 

St.  BARTHOLOMEW,  DESEADA,  and  MARIEGALANTE, 

RE  three  fmall  iflands  lying  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antigua  and  St.  Chrifto- 
phcrs's  ;  and  of  no  great  confequence  to  the  French,  except  in  time  of  war,  when 
they  give  (helter  to  an  incredible  number  of  privateers,  which  greatly  annoy  the  Britifti 
Weft  India  trade.  St.  Bartholomew  is  now  to  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  Sweden,  being  ceded  to  it  by  France,  in  1785. 

ThefmJl  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  fituated  near  Newfoundland,  be^ 
longing  to  France,  have  been  already  mentioned  with  that  ifland. 


DUTCH     ISLANDS    IN     AMERICA, 
Sr.     E  U  S  T  A  T  I  U  S,    or     EUSTATIA, 

SITUATED  in  17°  29"  north  lat.  n°  50'  eaftlort.  and  three  leagues  north-weft 
of  St.  Chriftopher's,  is  only  a  mountain,  about  twenty-nine  miles  in  compafs. 
riling  out  of  the  fea,  like  a  pvramid,  and  almoft  round.  But  though  fo  fmall,  and  in- 
conveniently laid  out  by  nature,  the  induftry  of  the  Dutch  has  made  it  very  valua- 
ble ;  and  it  is  faid  to  contain  five  thoufand  whites,  and  fifteen  tnoaf  nd  negroes.  The 
fides  oftho  mountain  arc  difpofed  in  very  pretty  ftttlements  ;  but  they  have  neither 
fprings  nor  rivers.  Theyraife  here  fugar  and  tobacco  ;  and  this  ifland,  as  well  as  Cu- 
raflou,  is  engaged  in  the  Spanifh  contraband  trade  ;  and  both  pi  ices  generally  piofit 
by  their  neutrality.  But  when  hoftilities  were  commenced  by  Great  rJii  a  n  ag  tiflft 
Ho  land,  admiral' Rodnev  and  general  Naughan  were  fent,  with  a  co.nfiderable  laird 
art!  fea-rorce,  againft  St  Fuftatius,  which  being  incapable  of  defence,  (urrencie;e.  at 
dif  renon,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1781.  1  he  piivate  property  of  the  inhabitants  was 
cc  fi. cated  with  aq  infamous  degree  of  rigour  The  pretended  reaion  was  that  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Euftat:us  had  aftfted  the  united  fta-es  with  naval  «nd  oth  r  ft  res. 
But  on  the  27th  of  Novemi  er,  the  feme  year  St.  Euftatius  was  retaken  by  t lis  French, 
u  d«  the  comm-nd  of  the  marquis  dt  Bouille,  though  their  force  confuted  of  only 
three  frigates  and  (viae  fmall  craft,  and  about  three  hundred  men. 
Vol.  II  7  X 
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SITUATED  in  12  degrees  north  lat.  rine  or  ten  leagues  from  the  continent  of 
Terra  Firma  is  thirty  miles  long  and  ten  broad.  The  ifland  is  not  only  barren, 
and  dependent  uoon  the  rains  for  its  water,  but  the  harbour  was  natu.ally  one  of  the 
word  in  America:  yet  the  Dutch  have  entirely  remedied  that  detect  lther  have  upon 
this  harbour  one  of  the  laig^ft  and  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  elegant  and  cleanly 
town  in  the  Weft-Indies.  The  public  buildings  are  numerous  and  handfome :  the 
private  houft-s  commodious-,  and  the  magazine  large,  convenient,  and  well  filled. 
A  II  kind  of  labour  is  here  performed  by  engines  ;  fome  of  them  fo  well  contrived,  that 
Hiips  are  at  once  lifted  in  o  the  dock.  •       -  _; ,,_    *.         ,     . 

Thouoh  this  ifland  is  naturally  barren,  the  induftry  of  the  Dutch  has  brought  it 
to  produce  a  considerable  quantity  both  of  tobacco  and  fugar  }  it  has,  bffi  es,  good 
fait  works,  for  the  produce  of  which  there  is  a  brfk  demand  from  the  Englifh  iflands. 
and  the  united  ftates.  But  wha"  renders  this  ifland  of  moft  advantage  to  the  Dutch 
is  the  contraband  trade  carried  on  between  the  ii, habitants  and  the  Spaniards,  and 
their  harbour  beirg  the  rendezvous  to  all  nations  in  time  of  war,  when  the  Dutch  re- 
main neutral.  ,,!-.„• 

The  Dutch  fhips  from  Europe  touch  here  for  intelligence,  or  pilcts,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  the  Spanifh  coaft  for  trade,  which  they  force  with  a  ftrong  hand,  it  being 
very  difficult  for  the  Spanifh  guarda-coftas  to  take  thvfe  vefiels  ;  for  they  are  not  on- 
ly ftout  fhips  with  a  number  of  guns,  but  manned  with  large  crews  of  chofen  fea- 
men,  deeply  interefted  in  the  fafety  of  the  vcflel  and  the  fuccef>  of  th«  voyage.  They 
haveeaah  a  fhare  in  the  careo  proportioned  to  their  refpeclive  ranks,  and  fupp!ied 
by  the  merchants  upon  credit,  and  at  prime  coft.  This  animates  them  with  uncom- 
mon courage  and  they  fight  bravely,  becaufe  every  man  fights  in  defence  of  his  own 
property. 

Curatlou  has  numerons  warehoufes,  almoft  always  full  of  the  commodities  of  Eu- 
rope and  the  haft  Indies.  Here  ate  all  fjrts  of  woolen  and  linen  cloth,  laces,  filks,  ri- 
bands, iron  utenfils,  naval  and  military  ftores,  >ran  lv,  rh  :  fpices  of  the  Moluccas,  and 
the  calicoes  of  India,  white  and  pair  ted.  Hither  'die  Dutch  Weft-India,  which  is  alio 
their  African  company,  annually  bring  three  or  four  c  rgc-es  of  flaves  ;  and  to  this 
mart  the  Spaniards  themfelves  cc  me  in  fmall  v.  (Tels.  and  carrv  off  not  onlv  the  beft  of 
the  negroes,  at  a  very  high  price,  but  great  q  nn  ities  of  all  the  above  furs  of  goods  ; 
and  the  feller  has  this  advantage,  that  rh'j  refufe  of  warehoufes  and  mercers  fhops, 
and  almoft  every  thing  that  hns  grown  ui  fafhi  inable  and  unfaleahle  in  Europe,  meets 
a  pood  market  •,  every  thing  being  fufficiemly  recommended  by  irs  being  European. 
1  he  Spaniards  pay  in  gold  and  filver,  coined  or  in  bars,  cocoi,  vanilla,  jefuh's  bark, 
cochineal,  and  other  valuable  commodities. 

The  trade  of  Cuiaflbu,  even  in  times  of  peace,  is  faid  to  be  annually  wnrth  to  the 
Dutch  nolefs  than  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  but  in  time  of  war,  the  profit  is 
ftill  greater,  for  then  it  becomes  the  common  emporium  of  the  Weft  Indies  :  it  affords 
a  retreat  to  fhips  of  all  nations,  and  at  the  f  me  time  iefufes  none  or  them  arm-  and 
ammunition.  The  intercourfe  with  Spain  being  then  interrupted.,  the  Spanifh  c  >lonis 
have  fcarcely  any  other  ma  let  from  whence  they  can  be  well  fupplied  ether  with 
Saves  or'  goods.  The  Frend)  come  thither  to  buv  the  beef,  pork,  corn,  flour,  and  lum- 
ber, which  ate  brought  from  the  continent  of  Nor  h- America,  or  exported  frcm  Ire- 
land -,  fo  that,  whether  in  peace  or  in  war.,  the  t,.ide  of  this  ifland  fburifhes  extreme- 

The  trade  of  all  the  Dutch  American  fert!em?r.ts  was  originally  canned  on  by  the 
Weft  India  company  alone  :  at  prefent'  fuch  of  the  fhips  as  engage  in  that  trade,  pay 
,t.V7c  and  a  hair" per  cent,  for  their  licenfes  :  the  company,   however,  rcfeive  to  thenip 
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Selves  the  whole  of  what  i*  carried  on  between  Africa  and  the  American  iflands. 

The  other  ifismds,  Bonaire  and  Aruba  are  inconfiderable  in  themfe'ves,  and  fhou!d 
.be  regarded  as  nppendiges  to  Curaflbu,  for  which  they  are  chiefly  employed  in  raifing 
catrle  and  other  provifions. 

The  fmall  iflinds  of  Saba  and  St.  Martin's,  fituated  at  a  great  diftance  from  St. 
Euftatius,  were  both  captured  by  admiral  Rodney  and  general  Vaughan,  at  the  time 
when  Euftatius  furrendered  to  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  but  were  afterwards  reta- 
ken by  the  French. 


A 


DANISH     ISLANDS     IN     AMERICA. 
St.     THOMAS, 

N  inconfiderable  member  of  the  Carribees,  fituated  in  11  degrees  eaft  Ion.  and 
_  1 1  north  lat.  about  fifteen  miles  in  circumference.      It  has  a  fafe  and  commodi- 
ous harbour. 

St.     CROIX,     or     SANTA     CRUZ. 

A  SMALL  and  unhealthy  ifland,  Iving  abont  five  leagues  eaft  of  St.  Thoma?, 
ten  or  twelve  leagues  in  length,  and  three  or  four  where  it  is  broadeft. 
1  hefe  iflands,  fo  long  as  they  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Danifh  Weft  India  com- 
pany, were  ill  managed,  and  of  httle  coniequence  •,  but  that  wife  and  benevolent 
p:ince,  the  late  king  of  Denmark,  bought  up  the  company's  ftock,  and  laid  the  trade 
open  ;  and  flnce  that  time,  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  as  well  as  this,  has  been  fo  great- 
ly improved,  that  it  is  fdid  to  produce  upwards  of  three  thoufand  hogflieads  of  fugar, 
of  one  thoufand  weight  each,  and  other  Weft  India  commodities  in  tolerable 
plenty.  In  time  of  war,  privateers  bring  in  their  prizes  here  far  fale  •,  and  a  great 
miry  veAlls  trade  from  hence  along  the  Spanifh  Main,  and  return  with  fpecie  or 
builion,  and  va'uable  merchandife.  As  to  Santa  Cruz,  from  a  perfect  defert  a  few 
years  fince,  it  is  now  fettling  very  faft.  Several  perfons  from  the  Englifh  iflinds,  fjme 
of  them  of  confiderable  property,  have  migrated  thither,  and  have  received  very 
great  encouragement. 


NEW        DISCOVERIES. 

OUR  knowledge  of  the  globe  has  been  confiderabV  augmented  by  the  late  difco« 
veries  of  the  Ruffians,  and  Britifh  and  nmerican  navigators,  which  have  been 
numerous  and  important  :  and  of  thefe  difcoveries  we  fhall  therefore  here  give  a  com- 
pendious account. 


NOT  HERN     ARCHIPELAGO. 

THIS  confifts  cf  four  groups  of  islands,  lying  between  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Kamt. 
fchatka  and  the -.weftem  coaft  of  the  continent  of  America.  The  fir  ft  group, 
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which  is  called  by  fome  of  the  inlanders  Safigntn,  comprehends,  i.  Beering's  iflarid.: 
2,  Copper  iflarid.  3.  Otma.  4.  Samyra,  or  Shemiya.  5.  Anakta.  The  fecond  group  is 
called  Khao,  and  comrmzes  eight  iflands,  viz.  1.  Immak,  2.  Kifka,  3.  Tchetciha,  4. 
Ava,  5.  Kavia,  6.  Tfchangulhk,  7.  TJlagama,  8.  Armchidga.  The  third  general  name 
is  Neoho,  and  comprehends  the  iflands  known  to  the  Ruffians  under  the  name  ef  An- 
dreancfffld  Gftrova  :  fixteen  of  which  are  mentioned  under  the  following  names  •,  1 
Amarkinak  ;  2-  Ulak  ;  -,.  Unalga  •,  4.  Navotfha  -,  5.  Uliga  ;  6.  ^nagin  ;  7.  Kagulak-, 
8.  Illafk,  or  Illak  •,  9.  Takavanga,  upon  which  is  a  volcano  •,  10.  Kanaga,  which  has 
alfo  a  volcano  •,  11.  Leg  •,  12.  Skefhuna  ;  13.  Tagaloon  -,  14.  Goreloi  -,  15  Otchuj 
16.  Amla.  The  fourth  group  is  called  Kavalang,  and  comprehends  fixreen  iflands  ; 
which  are  called  by  the  Ruffians  Lyffie  O/iravo,  or  the  Fox  Iflands  ;  and  which  are  nam- 
ed, 1.  Amuchta  ;  3.  Tfchi?ama  ;  3.  Tfchegula;  4.  Uniftra  -,5.  Ulaga;  9.  Tauagulana; 
7.  Kacramin  ;  8.  Kigala;  u  Skelmacra  ;  jo.  Umnak  •,  1  /.  Agun-Alafhka  ;  '12.  Unim- 
ga  ;  13.  Uligan  •,  14.  Anturo-Leiffume  ;   15.  Semidit  •,  16.  be;,agak. 

Some  of  thefe  iflands  are  only  inhabited  occasionally,  and  for  fnme  months  in  the 
year,  and  others  are  very  thinly  peopled  ;  but  feme  have  a  gr'eat  number  of  inhabitants, 
who  conftantly  refide  on  them.  Copoer  Ifland  receives  its  name  from  the  copper  which, 
the  fea  throws  upon  its  coafts.  The  inhabitants  of  thele  iflands  are  in  general,  of  a 
fhort  ftature,  with  ftrong  and  rebuff  limbs,  bur  free  and  fuppHe.  1  hev  Have  lank  black 
hair,  little  beard,  fla  tifh  face  ,  :;nd  fair  (kins.  1  hey  are,  for  the  moll  part,  well  made, 
and  of  ftrong  conftitutions,  fuitable  to  the  boifterous  climate  of  their  ifles.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  two  firff  groups,  ca  led  the  Aleutian  ifles,  live  upon  r^ots  which  grow 
wild,  and  fea  animals.  Tfuy  do  not  emplcty  themfelves  in  catching fifh,  though  the 
rivers  abound  with  falmon.,  and  the  fea  with  turbot.  Their  clothes  are  made  of  the 
fkins  of  fea  otters  and  birds. 

The  Fox  iflands  are  fo  called  from  the  great  number  of  black,  grey,  and  red  foxes 
with  which  they  abound.  The  drefs  of  rfe  inhabitants  confifts  of  a  cap  and  a  fur 
coat  which  reaches  down  to  the  kiee.  Some  of  them  wear  common  caps  of  par- 
ty- coloured  bird  fkins,  upon  which  the\  leave  part  of  the  wings  and  tail.  On  the  fore- 
part of  their  hunting  and  fifhing  caps,  they  place  afmail  board,  like  a  fcreen,  adorn- 
ed with  the  jaw  benes  of  fea  bears,  and  ornamented  wuh  glals  beads,  which  they 
receive  in  barter  from  the  Ruffians.  At  their  fcff.iv.ils  and  dancing-parties,  they  ufe 
a  much-more  fhowy  fort  of  caps.  They  feed  upon  the  fl-fh  of  fea  ai.imals,  which 
they  generally  eat  raw.  But  when  they  drefs  their  victual*,  they  make  ufe  of  a  hol- 
low ftone ;  having  placed  the  fifh  or  fLfli  therein,  they  cover  it  with  another,  and' 
clofe  the  interfaces  with  lime  or  clay.  They  then  lay  it  horizontilly  upon  twoftones, 
and  light  a  fire  under  it.  The  provifions  intended  for  prderving,  aredriei  without 
fait  in  the  open  air."  Their  weapons  confft  of  buws,  arrows,  and  darts  •,  and  for  defence 
they  ufe  wooden  flvelds. 

The  mofl  perfeft  equality  reigns  amon^  thefe  Anders.  They  are  faid  to  have' 
neither  chiefs  nor  fupei ios,  laws  nor  pui  ifhrmnts.  I'bry  l:ve  together  in  families, 
and  focieties  of  feveral  families  united,  vhich  form  what  they  call  a  race,  who,  in 
cafe  of  attack,  or  dtferce,  mutually  help  and  fuppoit  each  other.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  fame  ifland  always  pretend  to  be  of  th.  f  m:  rac  •  ;  and  every  perfon  looks  up- 
on this  island  as  a poffeflion,  the  property  of  *hich  is  common  to  all  the  individuals 
of  the  fame  fociety.  Fe:;fts  are  very  c-  mmon  among  rhem,  and  more  particularly 
when  the  inhabita:  ts  of  cne  ifl.md  are  v;fi-ej  by  thofe  of  the  others.  The  men  of 
the  village  meet  their  gu  (Is  beating  d  ura;,  and  preceded  by  the  women  who  fing 
and  dance.  At  the  cone, ufion  of  the  dance,  tr.e  h<  fts  lervs  up  their  beft  provifions, 
and  invite  their  gucfts  to  p.rtake  of  the  fea.l.  They' feed  tueir  children  v/hen  very 
young  with  the  coarfeii  f!  (h,  and  fo  tne  ruoft  pa;t  raw.  If  an  infant  cries,  the  mo- 
ther immediately  carries  it  to  the  f.a  fLe,  ai^d  whether  it  be  iumrner  or  winter,  holds 
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ait  naked  in  the  water  until  it  is  quiet.  This  cuftom  is  (o  far  from  doing  the  children 
any  harm,  that  it  hardens  them  againft  the  cold,  and  they  accordingly  go  barefooted 
through  the  winter,  without  the  lead  inconvenience.  They  feldom  heat  their  dwel- 
lings; but,  when  they  are  defirous  of  warming  themfelves,  they  light  a  bundle  of 
hay,  and  Handover  it  ;  or  elfe  they  fet  fire  to  train  oil,  which  they  pour  into  a  hollow 
ftone.  They  have  a  good  fhare  of  plain  natural  fenfe,  but  are  rather  flow  of  under- 
standing. They  feem  cold  and  indifferent  in  moft  of  their  actions  •,  but  when  an  injury, 
or  even  a  fufpicion  roufes  them  from  this  phlegmatic  ftate,  they  become  inflexible 
and  furious,  taking  the  moft  violent  revenge,  without  regard  to  confequences.  The 
leaft  affliction  prompts  them  to  fuicide  y  even  the  apprehenfion  of  an  uncertain  evil 
often  leads  them  to  delpair. 


The  dijcovery  of  an  INLAND  SEA,  containing  a  great  number  of  ISLANDS 
inNORTH    AMERICA. 

FROM  the  obfervations  mad*  by  captain  Cook  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftern. 
part  of  America,  about  the  latitude  of  640  north,  it  appeared  that  a  ftrong  fi- 
milarity  appeared  between  them  and  the  Efquimaux  on  the  eaftern  coaft.  Hence  it 
was  even  then  conjectured,  that  a  communication  by  fea  exifted  between  the  eaftern  and 
weftern  fides  of  that  continent. 

In  this  part  of  America,  however,  a  moft  furprifing  difcovery  has  lately  been  made, 
which,when  properly  authenticated,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  utmoft  utility,  not  only 
to  fciencein  general,  but  to  the  commercial  and  political  interefts  of  mankind  ;  not 
to  fay,  that  it  will  undoubtedly  contribute,  by  giving  an  opportunity  for  the  advance- 
ment of  civilization,  to  their  moral  interefts  alfo.  This  though  not  made  by  captain 
Cook  himfelf,  took  place  in  confequence  of  his  difcoveries  on  the  northweft  coaft 
of  America.  In  thefe  parts  he  found  that  fuch  quantities  of  valuable  furs  might 
be  purchafed  from  the  inhabitants,  as  promifed  to  be  a  very  profitable  article  of  com- 
merce, provided  any  regular  connexion  could  be  eftablifhed  between  that  part  of  the 
world,  and  the  Britifh  fettlements  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  This  talk  was  quickly  under- 
taken by  fome  fpirited  adventurers,  who  unluckily  have  found  themfelves  oppofed 
both  by  friends  and  foes,  viz.  the  Eaft-India  company,  and  the  Spaniards  ;  the  for- 
mer pretending  that  they  had  no  right  to  difpofe  of  furs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the 
latter  that  they  had  none  to  bring  them  from  the  weftern  coaft  of  America.  Mr.  Et- 
ches, who  fitted  out  fhips  for  this  purpofe,  difcovered  that  all  the  weft  rn  coaft  of 
America,  from  the  latitude  of  48  degrees  to  57  north,  was  not  a  continued  tracl  of 
land,  but  a  chain  of  iflands  which  had  never  been  explored,  and  that  thefe  concealed 
the  entrance  to  a  vaft  inland  fea,  like  the  Baltic,  or  Mediterranean  in  Europe,  and 
which  feems  likewife  to  be  full  of  iflands.  Among  thtfe,  mr.  Etches'  fhip,  the  Prin- 
cefs  Royalj  penetrated  feveral  hundred  leagues  in  a  north  eaft  direction,  till  they  came 
within  two  hundred  leagues  of  Hudfon's  Bay  ;  but  as  the  intention  of  their  voyage 
was  merely  commercial,  they  had  not  time  fully  to  explore  the  Archipelago,  juft 
mentioned,  nor  did  they  arrive  at  the  termination  of  this  new  Mediterranean  fea. 
From  what  they  really  did  difcovery  however,  it  is  probable,  that  there  may  this  way 
be  a  communication  with  Hudfon's-Bay,  in  which  cafe,  the  northweft  p^flage  to  the 
Eaft-Indies  will  be  found  through  feas  much  more  navigable  than  thole  in  which  it 
has  hitherto  been  attempted.  The  iflands,  which  they  explored,  were  all  inhabited 
by  tribes  of  Indians,  who  appeared  very  friendly,  and  well-difpofed  to  earn  t  n  a> 
commerce.     Of  thefe  iflands,  upwards  of  fifty  were  vifited,  and  we  are  informed,:  iua& 

Vol.  II  %  X 


63o  T  H  E    P  E  L  E  W    I  S  L  A  N  D  S,  &c. 

fome  ftiips  are  now  fitting  out  at  one  of  the  ports  of  England  for  the  fame  place,  fo 
that  farther  difcoveries  may  foon  be  expected. 

ThePELEW   islands. 

THE  exiftence  and  fituation  of  thefe  iflands  were  probably  known  to  the  Spa- 
niards at  a  diflant  period  ;  but,  from  a  report  among  the  neighbouring  iflands, 
of  their  being  inhabited  by  a  lavage  race  of  canibals,  it  appears,  that  there  had  never 
been  the  leaft  communication  between  them  and  any  of  the  Europeans,  till  the  An- 
telope packet  (belonging  to  the  Eafl  India  company)  was  wrecked  on  one  of  them, 
in  Auguft  1783.  From  the  accounts  given  of  thefe  iflands,  by  captain  Wilfon, 
who  commanded  the  packet,  it  appears,  that  they  are  fituated  between  the  5th  and 
9th  degrees  north  latitude,  and  between  130  and  136  degrees  of  eaft  longitude  from 
Greenwich,  and  lie  in  a  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  direction  •,  they  are  long,  but  narrow,  of  a 
moderate  height,  and  well  covered  with  wood  -,  the  climate  temperate  and  agreeable  ; 
the  lands  produce  fugar-cane,  yams,  cocoa-nuts,  plaintans,  bananas,  oranges,  and 
lemons;  and  the  furrounding  feas  abouud  with  theiineft  and  greateft  variety  of 
fifli. 

The  natives  of  thefe  iflands  are  a  ftout,  well  made  people,  above  the  middle  fta- 
ture  ;  their  complexions  are  of  a  far  deeper  colour  than  what  is  underftood  by  the 
Indian  copper,  but  not  black.  The  men  go  entirely  naked,  and  the  women  wear  on- 
ly two  fmall  aprons,  one  behind,  and  one  before,  made  of  the  hulks  of  the  cocoa-nut, 
dyed  with  different  fhades  of  yellow. 

The  government  is  monarchical  ;  and  the  king  abfolute  ;  but  his  power  is  exer- 
cifed  more  with  the  mildnefs  of  a  father  than  as  a  fovereign.  He  occafionally  creates 
his  nobles,  called  rupacks  or  chiefs,  and  confers  a  Angular  honour  of  knighthood,  called 
the  order  of  the  bone,  the  members  of  which  are  diftinguifhed  by  wearing  a  bone  on 
their  arm. 

The  idea,  which  the  account  publiflied  by  captain  Wilfon  gives  us  of  thefe  iflanders, 
is,  that  of  a  people,  who  though,  naturally  ignorant  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  liv- 
ing in  the  fimpLft  {late  of  nature,  yet  poftefs  all  that  genuine  politenefs,  that  delicacy 
afedchaftity  of  intercourfe  between  the  fexes,  that  refpect  for  perfonal  property,  that 
fubordination  to  government,  and  thofe  habits  of  induftry,  which  are  fo  rarely  united 
in  the  more  civiiized  focieties  of  modern  times. 

It  appears,  that  when  the  Englifli  were  thrown  on  one  of  thefe  iflands,  they  were 
received  by  the  natives  with  the  greateft  humanity  and  hofpitality  :  and,  till  their  de- 
par'ure,  experienced  the  utmoft  courtefy  and  attention.  "  They  felt,  our  people  were 
diftrefTd,  and,  in  confequence,  wiflied  they  fhould  fhare  whatever  they  had  to  give. 
It  was  not  that  worldly  magnificence  that  bellows  and  fpreads  its  favours  with  a  dif- 
tam  eye  to  retribution.  It  was  the  pure  emotion  of  native  benevolence.  It  was  the 
love  of  man  to  man.  It  was  a  fcene  that  pictures  human  nature  in  triumphant  colour- 
leg.  and  whilft  their  liberality  gratified  the  fenfe,  their  virfcure  ftruck  the  heart." 

THE     MAR  Q_U  ESAS     ISLANDS. 

RE  five  in  number,  firft  discovered  by  Quiros  in  1595  ;  and  their  fituation  bet- 
ter af.-ertained  by  captain  Cook  in  1  774.  St.  Dominica  is  the  largeA,  about  fix - 
teen  leagues  in  circuit.  The  inhabitants,  their  language,  manners,  and  clothing,  with 
the  vegetable  productions,  are  nearly  the  fame  as  at  the  Society  Ifles. 


(  *3i  ) 
OTAHEITE    or    KING     GEORGE's    ISLAND. 

THIS  ifland  was  difcovered  by  c»ptain  Wallis,  in  the  Dolphin*,  on  the  19th  of 
June,  1767.  Jt  is  fituated  between  the  17th  degree  28  minutes,  and  the  17th  de- 
gree 53  minutes,  fouth  latitude  ;  and  between  the  74th  degree  11  minutes,  and  the 
74th  degree  39  minutes,  weft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  It  confifts  of  two  peninfu- 
las,  of  a  fomewhat  circular  form,  joined  by  an  ifthmus,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  reef 
of  coral  rocks,  which  form  feveral  excellent  bays  and  harbours,  where  there  is  room 
and  depth  of  water  for  almoft  any  number  of  the  largeft  lhips.  The  face  of  the  country 
is  very  extraordinary  ;  for  a  border  of  low  land  almoft  entirely  furrounds  each  penin- 
fula,  and  behind  this  border,  the  land  rifes  in  ridges  that  run  up  into  the  middle  of 
thefe  divifions,  and  thefe  form  mountains  that  may  be  feen  at  fixty  leagues  diftance. 
The  foil,  except  upon  the  very  tops  of  the  ridges,  is  remarkably  rich  and  fertile,  wa- 
tered by  a  great  number  of  riyulets,  and  covered  with  fruit  trees  of  various  kinds, 
forming  the  moft  delightful  groves.  The  border  of  low  land  that  lies  between  the 
ridges,  and  the  fea,  is  in  few  places  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  broad,  and  this,  to- 
gether with  fome  of  the  vallies,  are  the  only  parts  that  are  inhabited.  Captain  Wallis 
made  fome  ftay  at  this  ifland  :  and  it  was  afterwards  vifited  again  by  captain  Cook  iri 
the  Endeavour,  in  April,  1769.  That  commander  was  accompanied  by  Jofeph  Banks 


*  The  Dolphin  was  fent  out,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Wallis,  with  the  Swallow,  com- 
manded by  captain  Carteret,  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  Britifh  government,  in  Auguft  )  766,  in  or- 
der to  make  difcoveries  in  the  fouthern  hemif- 
phere.  Thefe  veffels  proceeded  together,  till  they 
came  within  fight  of  the  South  Sea,  at  the  wef- 
tern  entrance  of  the  ftrait  of  Magellan,  and  from 
thence  returned  by  different  routes  to  England. 
On  the  6th  of  June  1767,  captain  Wallis  dif- 
covered an  ifland  about  four  miles  long,  and 
three  wide,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  //  hit- 
sun  I/land,  it  being  difcovered  on  Whitfun-eve. 
Its  latitude  is  19  deg.  26  min.  fouth,  and  its 
longitude  62  deg.  56  min.  weft  from  Philadel- 
phia. The  next  da*  he  difcovered  another  ifland, 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  ${een  Charlotte's 
Ifland.  The  inhabitants  of  this  illand,  captain 
Wallis  fays,  were  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  dark 
complexion,  with  long  black  hair,  which  hung 
lopfe  over  their  fhoulders.  The  men  were  well 
made,  and  the  women  handfome.  Their  cloth- 
ing was  a  kind  of  coarfe  cloth  or  matting,  which 
was  fattened  about  their  middle,  and  feemed 
capable  of  being  brought  up  round  their  fhoul- 
ders. This  ifland  is  about  fix  miles  long,  and 
one  mile  wide,  and  lies  in  latitude  19  deg.  18. 
min.  fouth,  longitude  63  deg.  4  min.  weft.  In 
the  fpace  of  a  few  days  after,  he  alfo  difcovered 
feverafother  fmall  ifiands,  to  which  he  gave  the 
names  of  Egmont  Ifland,  Glouafer  IJlands  Cum- 
berland Ifland,  Prince  William  Henrys  Ifland, 
and  Ofnaburg  IJlandi 

On  the  19th  of  the  fame  month,  he  difcover- 
.ed  the  ifland  of  Otaheite;  and  after  he  had  quit- 
ted that  ifland,  he  difcovered,  on  the  23th  of  J u- 
iy,  176T,  another  ifland  about  fix  miles  long, 
which  he  called  Sir  Charles  Saunders's  Ifland ; 


and  on  the  80th  of  the  fame  month  'another  a« 
bout  ten  miles  long,  and  four  broad,  which  he 
called  Lord  Howe's  IJland.  After  having  difco- 
vered fome  other  fmall  ifiands,  one  of  which 
was  named  Wallis' s  Ifland,  he  arrived  at  Batavia 
on  the  30th  of  November,  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  on  the  4th  of  February,  1768,  and  his 
fhip  anchored  fafely  in  the  Downs  on  the  20th 
of  May  following. 

Captain  Carteret,  in  the  Swallow,  after  he 
had  parted  with  captain  Wallis,  in  the  Dolphin, 
having  paffed  through  the  ftrait  of  Magellan, 
and  made  fome  ftay  at  the  ifland  of  Mafafuero, 
difcovered,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1767,  an  ifland 
about  five  miles  in  circumference,  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  Pitcairn's  IJland.  It  lies  in 
latitude  25  deg.  2  min.  fouth,  longitude  58 
deg.  21  min.  weft  from  Philadelphia,  and  about 
a  thoufand  league*  to  the  eaftward  of  the  con- 
tinent of  America.  The  1 1th  of  the  fame  month 
he  difcovered  another  fmall  ifland,  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  the  Bifljop  of  Ofnaburg  s  Ifland. 
The  next  day  he  difcovered  two  other  fmall 
iflands,  which  he  called  the  Duhe  of  Gloucejler's 
Ifland.  The  following  month  he  difcovered  a 
clutter  of  fmall  iflands,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  S^ueen  Charlotte's  ifiands,  and  alfo  three 
others,  which  he  named  Gower's  ifland,  Simpfon's 
if  and,  and  Carteret's  if  and.  On  the  24th  of  the 
fame  month  he  difcovered  Sir  Charles  Hardy's 
ifland,  which  lies  in  latitude  4  deg.  50  min. 
fouth,  and  the  next  day  Winchelfa's  if  and, 
which  is  diftant  about  ten  leagues,  in  the  tii- 
re&ion  _of  S.  by  E.  He  afterwards  difcovered 
feveral  other  ifiands,  and  then  proceeded  round 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  England,  where  he 
arrived  in  March,  17t>9. 
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and  dr.  Solander  ;  and  thcfe  gentlemen,  together  with  the  captain,  made  a  very  ac- 
curate furvey  of  the  ifland.     He  again  vifited  it  1773  and  3777. 

Some  parts  of  the  ifland  of  Otaheite  are  very  populous  •,  and  captain  Cook  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  on  the  whole  ifland  amounted  to  204,000, 
including  women  and  children.  They  are  of  a  clear  olive  complexion  ;  the  men  arc 
tall,  ftrong,  well-limbed,  and  finely  fhaped  ;  the  women  are  of  an  inferior  fize,  but 
very  amorous,  and  indeed  generally  fomewhat  licentious.  Their  clothing  confifts  of 
cloth  or  matting  of  different  kinds  ;  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  food  eaten  here  is 
vegetable,  as  cocoa-nuts,  bananas,  bread-fruit,  plantains,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
fruit.  Thofe  of  their  houfes,  which  are  of  a  middling  fize,  are  of  an  oblong  fquare, 
about  twenty-four  feet  long,  and  eleven  wide,  with  a  fhelving  roof  fupportcd  on  three 
rows  of  pofts,  parallel  to  each  other,  one  row  on  each  fide,  and  one  in  the  middle. 
The  utmoft  height  within,  is  about  nine  feet,  and  the  eaves  on  each  fide  reach  to 
within  about  three  feet  and  a  half  from  the  ground.  All  the  reft  is  open,  no  part  being 
enclofed  with  a  wall.  The  roof  is  thatched  with  palm-leaves,  and  the  floor  covered 
fome inches  deep  with  foft  hay,  over  which  they  lay  mats;  uponthefe  they  fit  in  the 
day,  and  fleep  at  night.  They  have  no  tools  among  them  made  of  metal  •,  and  thofe 
they  ufe  are  made  of  ftone,  or  fome  kind  of  bones.  The  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  are 
remarkable  for  their  cleanlinefs  ;  for  both  men  and  women  conftantly  wafh  their  whole 
bodies  in  running  water  three  times  every  day.  Their  language  is  foft  and  melodious, 
and  abounds  with  vowels. 

There  are  no  tame  animals  on  the  ifland,  but  hogs,  dogs,  and  poultry  ;  and  the  on- 
ly wild  animals  are  tropical  birds,  paroquets,  pidgeons,  ducks,  a  few  other  birds,  rats, 
and  a  very  few  ferpents.  Thefea,  however,  fupplies  the  inhabitants  with  a  great  va- 
riety of  the  moft  excellent  fifh,  and  by  the  kindnefs  of  the  Englifh  and  the  Spaniards, 
they  have  now  bulls  and  cows,  fheep,  goats,  horfes  and  mares,  p;ecfe,  ducks,  peacocks, 
turkeys,  and  cats. 

In  other  countries,  the  men  cut  their  hair  fhort,  and  the  women  pride  themfelves  on 
its  length  •,  but  here  the  women  always  cut  it  fhort  round  their  ears,  and  the  men  (ex- 
cept the  fifheries,  who  are  almoft  continually  in  the  water)  fuffer  it  to  fpread  over 
their  fhoulders,  or  tie  it  up  in  a  bunch  on  the  top.  They  have  the  cuftom  of  difco- 
louring  the  fkin,  by  pricking  it  with  a  fmall  inftrument,  the  teeth  of  which  are  dip- 
ped into  a  mixture  of  a  kind  of  lamp-black,  and  this  is  called  tattowing.  This  is  per- 
formed upon  the  youth  of  both  fexes,  when  they  are  about  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
of  age,  on  feveral  parts  of  the  body  and  in  various  figures,  Their  principal  manu- 
facture is  of  cloth,  of  which  there  are  three  kinds,  made  of  the  bark  of  three  differ- 
ent trees.  The  fineft  and  whireft  is  made  of  the  Chinefe  paper  mulberry  tree  ;  and 
this  is  chiefly  worn  by  the  principal  people.  Another  confiderable  manufacture  is  mat- 
ting, fome  of  which  is  finer,  and  in  every  refpecT:  better,  than  any  in  America.  The 
ccarfer  fort  ferves  them  to  fleep  upon,  and  the  finer  to  wear  in  wet  weather.  They 
are  likewife  very  dexterous  in  making  wicker-work  ;  their  bafkets  nre  of  a  thoufand 
different  patterns,  and  many  of  them  exceedingly  neat.  The  inhabitants  of  Otaheite 
believe  in  one  fupreme  deity,  but  at  the  fame  time  acknowledge  a  variety  of  fubor- 
dinate  deities  :  they  offer  up  their  prayers  without  the  ufe  of  idols,  and  believe  the 
exiftence  of  the  foul  in  a  feparate  ftate,  where  there  are  two  fituations,  of  different  de- 
grees of  happinefs.  Among  thefe  people,  a  fubordination  is  eftablifhed,  which  fome- 
what refembles  the  early  ftate  of  ihe  European  nations,  under  the  feudal  fyftem.  If  a 
general  attack  happens  to  be  made  upon  the  ifland,  every  diftridt,  is  obliged  tofurnifh 
its  proportion  of  foldiers  for  the  common  defence.  Their  weapons  are  flings,  which 
they  ufe  with  great  dexterity,  and  clubs  of  about  fix  or  feven  feet  long,  and  made  of 
a  hard  heavy  wood.  They  have  a  great  numberof  boats,  many  of  which  are  conftrucl- 
cd  for  war-like  operations.  Otaheite  is  faid  to  be  able  to  fead  out  feventcen  hundred 
and  twenty  war  canoes,  and  fifty  thoufand  fighting  men. 
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Eimeo,  Mataia  or  Ofnaburg  Ifland,  and  Tethuroa,  are  confidered  a  s  ifl  inds  depen, 
dent  on  Otaheite  •,  the  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  tsvo  former  nearly  agreeing 
with  the  Otaheiteans. 

The     SOCIETY     ISLANDS. 


OF  thefeveral  iflands,  fo  called  in  honour  of  the  royal  foriety,   which  were  difcoi- 
vered  by  captain  Cook*,  in  the  year  1769,  the  principal  are,  Huaheine,  Uli- 
tea,  Otaha,  and  Bolabola.      Huaheine  is  about  thirty  one  kagues  to  the  north- 


*  At  the  clofe  of  the  year  1767,  it  was  refol- 
ded by  the  royal  fociety,  that  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  fend  perfons  into  fome  part  of  the  fouth 
fea,  to  obferve  a  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus 
over  the  fun's  difk,  which  according  to  aftro- 
nomical  calculation,  would  happen  in  the  year 
1769  :  In  confequence  of  thefe  refolutions,  it 
was  recommended  to  George  III.  in  a  memo- 
rial from  the  fociety,. dated  February,  1768, 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  order  fuch  an  ob- 
fervation  to  be  made  ;  aud,  accordingly,  a  bark 
of  three  hundred  and  feventy  tons,  was  prepar- 
ed for  that  purpofe.  It  was  named  the  Endea- 
vour, and  commanded  by  captain  James  Cook, 
who  fetfailfrom  Plymouth,  on  the  26th  of  Au- 
guft,  1768.  He  was  accompanied  in  his  voy- 
age by  Jofeph  Banks,  efq.  and  dr.  Solander. 
They  made  no  difcovery  till  they  got  within 
the  tropic,  where  they  fell  in  with  Lagoon  ifl- 
and, two  groups,  Bird  ifland,  andChain  ifland; 
and  they  arrived  at  Otaheite  on  the  13th  of 
.April,  1769.  During  their  flay  there,  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  making  very  accurate  enqui- 
ries relative  to  its  produce  and  inhabitants  :  and 
on  the  4th  of  June,  the  whole  paflage  of  the 
planet  Venus  over  the  fun's  diflc  was  obferved 
by  them  with"  great  advantage.  The  refult  of 
their  obfervations  may  be  found  in  the  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfa£lions.  After  his  departure 
from  Otaheite,  captain  Cook  difcovered  andvi- 
lited  the  Society  Iflands  and  Oheteroa,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  the  fouth  till  he  arrived 
in  the  latitude  of  40  degrees  22  minutes  weft; 
longitude  72  degrees 29  minutes  weft  ;  and  af- 
terwards made  an  accurate  furvey  of  the  coaft 
of  New-Zealand.  In  november,  he  difcover- 
ed a  chain  of  iflands,  which  he  called  Barrier 
Iflands.  He  afterwards  proeeded  to  New-Hol- 
land, from  thence  to  New-Guinea  :  and  in 
September,  1770,  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Savu; 
from  thence  he  proceeded  to  Batavia,and  from 
thence  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  arrived  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1771. 

Captain  Cook,   in  a  fecond  voyage  of  difco- 
very, was  flopped  in  his  progrefs  by  the  ice,  in 
the  latitude  of  71  degrees  10   minutes  fouth, 
iongitude  31    degrees  54  minutes  weft  from 
Vol.   U. 


Philadelphia.  He  then  proceeded  to  Eafter  Ifl* 
and,  Marquefas  Iflands,  where  he  arrived 
in  March,  1774.  He  afterwards  difcovered 
four  iflands,  which  he  named  Pallifer's  iflands, 
and  again  fteered  for  Otaheite,  where  he  arri- 
ved on  the  22d  of  April,  and  made  fomc  ftay, 
and  alfo  vifited  the  neighbouring  ifles.  In  Au- 
guft  he  came  to  the  New-Hebrides,  fome  of 
which  were  firft  difcovered  by  him.  After 
leaving  thefe  iflands,  he  fteered  to  the  fouth  ward 
a  few  days,  and  difcovered  New-Caledonia. 
Having  furveyed  the  fouth- weft  coaft  of  this- 
ifland,  he  fteeredagainfcrNew-Zealand  ;  frcm 
whence  he  dire£led  his  courfe  to  the  fouth  and 
eaft,  till  he  arrived  in  the  latitude  of  55  degrees 
6  minutes  fouth,  longitude  93  degrees  56  mi- 
nutes weft,  without  meeting  with  any  continent: 
captain  Cook  gave  up  all  hopes  of  difecvering 
any  in  this  ocean  ;  and  therefore  came  to  a  rc- 
folution  to  fleer  direclly  for  the  weft  entrance 
of  the  ftraits  of  Magellan,  with  a  view  of  coaft- 
ing  and  furveying  the  uttermoft  or  fouth-fide 
of  Terra  del  Fuego.  Keeping  accordingly  in 
latitude  from  53  to  55, and fceering  nearly  eaft, 
he  arrived  off  the  weftern  mouth  of  the  ftraits 
of  Mageilen,  without  meeting  with  any  thing 
remarkable  in  this  new  route.  In  January  1 775, 
he  difcovered  a  large  and  dreary  ifland,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  South  Georgia. 
He  afterwards  difcovered  various  capes  and 
elevated  fnow-cladcoafts  ;  to  the  Southern  Thuk 
as  being  the  neareft  land  to  that  pole,  which 
has  yet  been  difcovered.  In  February,  he  dif- 
covered Sandwich  Land,  and  feveral  iflands  co- 
vered with  fnow.  He  then  proceeded  round 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  England,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  30th  of  July,  1775.  Captain 
Furneaux,'whowas  originally  joined  with  capt. 
Cook  in  the  voyage,  but  had  been  feparated  from 
him  in  a  thick  fog  proceeded  home  round  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  without  making  any  re- 
markable difcovery.  Ten  of  his  men,  a  boat's 
crew,  had  been  murdered  and  eaten  by  fome 
of  the  favages  of  New-Zealand  ;  fo  that  this 
voyage  afforded  a  melancholy  proof,  tjiat'cani- 
bals  really  exift  ;  and,  indeed,  in  the  courfe  of 
thofe  voyages  of  difcovery,  other  evidence  ap- 
peared of  this  fac~l.  As  to  captain  Cook,-  in  tho  '■ 
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weft  of  Otaheite,  and  its  productions  are  exa&ly  the  fame,  but  appear  to  be  a  month 
forwarder.  The  inhabitants  feem  to  bz  larger  made,  and  more  ftout  than  thofe  of 
Otaheite.  Mr.  Banks  meafured  one  of  the  met*,  and  found  him  to  be  fix  feet  three  in- 
ches and  a  halt  high  ;  yet  they  arefo  indolent,  that  he  could  not  perfuaue  one  of  them 
to  go  up  the  hills  with  him;  for  they  faid,  if  they  were  to  attempt  it,  the  fatigue 
would  kill  them.  The  women  are  fairer  than  thofe  of  Otaheite,  and  both  fexes  ap- 
pear lefs  timid  and  lefs  curious  ;  though  in  their  drefs,  language,  and  almoft  every 
other  circumftance,  they  are  the  fame.  Their  houfes  are  neat,  and  they  have  boat-hou. 
fes  that  are  remarkably  large.  Ulitea  is  about  feven  or  eight  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft 
of  Huaheine,  and  is  a  much  larger  ifland,  but  appears  neither  (o  fertile  nor  fo  popu- 
lous. The  principal  refreshments  to  be  procured  here  are  plantains,  cocoa-nuts,  yams, 
and  fowls  •,  but  the  two  laft  are  rather  fcarce.  Otaha  is  divided  from  Ulitea  by  a  ftrait, 
which,  in  the  narroweft  part,  is  not  above  two  miles  broad.  This  ifland  affords  two 
good  harbours,  and  its  produce  is  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  of  the  other  iflands.  About 
four  leagues  to  the  north-weft  of  Otaha  lies  Bolabola,  which  is  furrounded  by  a  reef 
of  rocks,  and  feveral  fmall  iflands,  all  of  which  are  no  more  than  eight  leagues  in 
compafs.  To  thefe  iflands,  and  thofe  of  Marua,  which  lie  about  fourteen  miles  weft- 
ward  of  Bolabola,  containing  fix  in  all,  captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of  Society  If- 
lands. Tabooyamanoo,  or  baunder's  Ifland,  may  be  here  mentioned  alfo,  being  fub» 
jedf.  to  Huaheine. 

OHETEROA. 

THIS  ifland  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  22  deg.  57  min.  fouth,  and  in  the  long. 
75  deg.  47  min.  weft  from  Philadelphia.  Itis  thirteen  miles  in  circuit,  and  rather 
hi^rh  than  low,  but  neither  fo  populous  nor  fertile  as  fome  of  the  other  iflands  in  thefe 
feas.  The  inhabitants  are  lufty  and  well  made,  but  are  rather  browner  than  thofe  of 
Otaheite.  Their  principal  weapons  are  long  lances  made  of  etoa-wood,  which  is  very 
hard,  and  fome  of  them  nearly  twenty  feet  long. 

THE    FRIENDLY    ISLANDS. 


THESE  iflands  were  fo  named  by  capt.  Cook,  in  the  year  1773,  on  account  of 
the  friend fhip  which  appeared  to  fubfift  among  the  inhabitants,  and  from  their 
courteous  behaviour  to  ftrangers.  Abel  Janfen  Tafman,  an  eniment  Dutch  navigator, 
firft  touched  herein  1643,  and  gave  names  to  the  principal  iflands.  Captain  Cook  la- 
borioufly  explored  the  whole  clufter,  which  he  found  to  confift  of  more  than  fixiy. 
The  three  iflands,  which  Tafman  faw,  he  named  New-Amfterdam,  Rotterdam,  and 
Middlehurg.  The  firft  is  the  largeft,  and  extendsabout  twenty  one  mites  from  e  ift  to 
weft,  and  thirteen  from  north  to  fouth.  Thefe  iflands  are  inhabited  bv  a  race  of  In- 
dians, who  cultivate  the  earth  with  great  induftry.  The  ifland  of  Amsterdam  is  in- 
terfered by  ftraight  and  pleafant  roads,  with  fruit  trees  on  each  fide,  which  provide 
fhade  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun. 

The  chief  iflands  are  Annamooka,  Tangataboo  (the  refidence  of  the  fovereign  and 


courfe  of  his  voyag?  in  the  Refolution,  he  had 
made  the  circuit  of  the  Southern  ocean,  in  a 
high  latitude,  and  had  traverfed  it  in  Such  a 
manner,  as  to  leave  not  the  leaft  room  for  be- 
lieving the  existence  of  a  fouthern  continent, 
unlefs  it  were  near  the  pole,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  navigation.  It  deferves  to  be  remembered, 
in  honor  of  that  able  commander,  that  with  a 
company  of  an  hundred  and  eighteen  men,  he 


performed  this  voyage  of  three  years  and  eigh- 
teen days,  throughout  all  climates,  from  fif- 
ty-two degrees  north,  to  feventy-one  degrees 
fouth,  with  the  lofs  of  only  one  manbvficknefs; 
and  this  appears,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  to 
have  arifen  from  the  great  hnmanity  of  the 
commander,  and  his  uncommon  care  and  at- 
tention to  adopt  every  method  for  preserving 
the  health  of  his  men. 
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the  chiefs),  Lefooga,  and  Eooa.  Lefooga  is  about  feven  miles  )ong,  and,  ,'n  fome  pla- 
ices, not  above  two  or  three  broad.  It  is  in  many  refpeds  fuperior  to  Annamoolca. 

The  plantations  are  both  more  numerous  and  more  extenfive;  and  inclofed  by 
fences,  which,  running  parallel  to  each  other,  form  fine  fpacious  public  roads,  which 
would  appear  beautiful  in  countries  where  rural  conveniencies  have  been  carried  to  the 
greateft  perfection.  They  are,  in  general,  highly  cultivated,  and  well  flocked  with  the 
feveral  roots  and  fiuits  which  thefe  iflands  produce,  and  captain  Coolc  endeavoured  to 
add  to  their  number  by  planting  Indian  corn,  and  the  feeds  of  melons,  pumpkins,  and 
the  like. 

Eooa,  when  viewed  from  the  fhip  at  anchor,  formed  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  prof- 
peels  in  nature  •,  and  very  different  from  the  other  Friendly  ifies  •,  which  being  low 
and  perfectly  level,  exhibit  nothing  to  the  eye  but  the  trees  which  cover  them  :  where- 
as here,  the  land  rifing  gently  to  a  confiderable  height,  prefents  us  with  an  extenfive 
profpect,  with  groves  of  trees  interfperfed  at  irregular  diftances,  in  beautiful  diforder; 
the  reft  is  covered  with  grafs,  except  near  the  fhores',  where  it  is  entirely  covered  with 
fruit  and  foreft  trees  •,  among  which  are  the  habitations  of  the  natives.  In  order  to 
have  a  view  of  as  great  a  part  of  the  ifland  as  poffible,  captain  Cook  and  fome  of 
his  officers  walked  up  to  the  higheft  point  of  the  ifland.  From  this  place  they  had  a 
view  of  almoft  the  whole,  which  confifted  of  beautiful  meadows  of  prodigious  ex- 
tent, adorned  with  tufts  of  trees,  and  intermixed  with  plantations.  "  While  I  was 
furveying  this  delightful  profpect,"  fays  captain  Cook,  '*  I  could  not  help  flattering 
myfelf  with  the  pleafing  idea,  that  fome  future  navigator  may,  from  the  fame  fixa- 
tion, behold  thefe  meadows  flocked  with  cattle,  brought  to  thefe  iflands  by  thefhips 
of  England  ;  and  that  the  completion  of  this  fingle  benevolent  purpofe,  independent  of 
all  other  confiderations,  would  fufficiently  mark  to  pofterity,  that  our  voyages  had  not 
been  ufelefs  to  the  general  interefts  of  humanity.  The  next  morning,"  fays  our  bene- 
volent commander,  "  I  planted  a  pine- apple,  and  fowed  the  feeds  of  melons,  and  other 
vegetables,  in  Taoofa's  plantation.  I  had  indeed  fome  encouragement  to  flatter  my- 
felf that  my  endeavours  of  this  kind  alfo  would  not  be  fruitlefs  •,  as  I  had  this  day 
a  difh  of  turnips  ferved  up  for  my  dinner,  which  was  the  produce  of  feeds  I  left  here 
in  my  former  voyage." 

We  are  informed  that  the  principal  part  of  the  people  of  thefe  iflands  are  fatisfied 
with  one  wire,  but  the  chiefs  have  commonly  feveral  women,  though  it  appeared  as 
if  one  only  was  looked  on  as  miftrefs  of  the  family.  Though  female  chaftiry  was  frail 
enough  in  fome,  it  is  highly  probable  that  conjugal  fidelity  is  feldom  violated;  as  it 
does  not  appear  that  more  than  one  inftance  of  ic  was  known  to  our  voyagers  ;  and, 
in  that,  the  man's  life,  who  was  the  caufe  of  it,  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  crime.  When 
they  are  afflicted  with  any  diforder,  which  they  deem  dangerous,  they  cut  off  a  joint 
of  one  of  their  little  fingers  ;  fondly  believing  that  the  Deity  will  accept  of  that  as  a 
fort  of  iacrifice,  efficacious  enough  to  procure  the  recovery  of  their  health.  It  was  fup- 
pofed,  from  fome  circumftances,  that  though  they  believe  in  a  future  ftate,  they  have 
no  notion  of  future  rewards  or  punifliments  for  actions  done  here.  1  hey  believe  in 
a  Supreme  Being;  but  they  believe  alfo  in  a  number  of  inferior  ones;  for  every 
ifland  has  its  peculiar  god,  as  Every  European  nation  has  its  peculiar  faint.  Captain 
Cook  thinks  he  can  pronounce,  that  they  do  not  worfhip  any  thing  which  is  the  work 
of  their  own  hands,  or  any  vifible  part  of  the  creation  ;  and  that  they  make  no  of- 
fering of  hogs,  dogs,  or  fruit,  to  thzOtooa,  as  at  Otaheite  ;  but  it  is  abfolutely  certain, 
that  even  this  mild,  humane,  and  beneficent  people,  ufe  human  facrifices.  The  govern- 
ment,  as  far  as  the  Britifh  could  learn,  appears  to  approach  nearly  to  the  feudal  fyf- 
tem,  formerly  eftabiiftied  all  over  Europe.  When  perfjns  of  confequence  die,  their 
bodies  are  wafhed  and  decorated  by  fome  women,  who  are  appointed  on  the  occafion 
who  according  to  their  cuftoms,  are  not  to  touch  any  food  with  their  hands  for  ma- 
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ny  months  afterwards.  The  length  of  the  time  they  are  thus  profcribed,  is  the  great 
ter,  in  proportion  to  the  rank  of  the  chief  whom  they  had  warned.  Their  great  mei 
are  fond  of  a  Angular  piece  of  luxury;  which  is,  to  have  women  befidc  them  all 
night,  and  beat  on  different  parts  of  their  body  until  they  go  to  fleep  ;  after  which", 
they  relax  a  little  of  their  labour,  unlefs  they  appear  likely  to  awake  ;  in  which  cafe 
they  redouble  their  drumming  until  they  are  again  faft  afleep. 

N    E    W  -  Z    E    A    L    A    N    D. 

THIS  country  was  firft  difcovered  by  Tafman,  in  the  year  1642,  who  gave  it  the 
name  of  Staten  Land,  though  it  has  been  generally  diftinguifhed,  in  maps  and 
charts  by  the  name  of  New- Zealand,  and  was  fuppofed  te  be  part  of  a  fouthern 
continent  :  but  it  is  now  known,  from  the  late  difcoveries  of  captain  Cook,  who'fail- 
ed  round  it,  to  coufill  of  two  large  ifhnds,  divided  from  each  other  by  a  ftrait,  four 
or  five  leagues  broad.  They  are  fituated  between  the  latitudes  of  34  and  48  degrees 
fouth,  and  between  the  longitudes  of  166  and  190  deg,  eaft  from  Philadelphia.  One 
of  theft  iflaj  ds  is,  for  the  mod  part,  mountainous,  rather  barren,  and  but  thinly  inha- 
bited •,  but  the  oher  is  much  more  fertile,  and  of  a  better  appearance.  In  the  opinion 
of  fir  Jofeph  B  ank?,  and  of  dr.  Solander,  every  kind  of  European  fruits,  grain,  and 
plants  would  flourifh  here  in  th;  utmoft  luxurSnce.  From  the  vegetables  found  here, 
it  is  fuppofed  that  the  wiuters  are  milder  than  thofe  of  England,  and  the  fummers 
not  hotter,  though  more  equably  warm  •,  fo  that  it  is  imagined,  that  if  this  country 
was  fettled  by  people  from  Europe,  they  would,  with  moderate  induftry,  be  foon 
fupplied,  not  only  with  the  necefTaries,  but  the  luxuries  of  life,  in  great  abundance. 
Here  are  forefts  of  vaft  extent,  filled  with  very  large  timber  trees  %  and  near  four 
hundred  plants  were  found  here  that  had  not  been  defcribedijy  the  naturalifts.  The 
inhabitants  of  New- Zealand  are  flout  and  robuft,  and  equal  in  ftature  to  the.  largeft 
Europeans.  Their  colour,  in  general,  is  brown,  but  in  few  deeper  than  that  of  a  Spa- 
niard, who  has  been  expofed  to  the  fun,  and  in  many  not  fo  deep  ;  and  both  fexes  have 
good  features.  Their  drefs  is  very  uncouth,  and  they  mark  their  bodies  in  a  manner 
fimilar  to.the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite.  Their  principal  weapons  are  lances,  darts,  and  a 
kind  of  battle-axes  •,  and  they  have  generally  fh~own  themfelves  very  hoftileto  the  Euro- 
peans who  have  vifited  them.  As  to  their  religious  principles,  they  believe  that  the  fouls 
of  fuch  as  are  killed  in  battle,  and  their  flefh  afterwards  eaten  by  the  enemy,  are  doom- 
ed to  perpetual  fire;  while  the  fouls  of  thofe  who  die  a  natural  death,  or  whofe  bo- 
dies are  preferved  from  fuch  ignominious  treatment,  afcend  to  the  habitations  of  the 
gods.  The  common  method  ofdifpofing  of  their  dead  is  by  interment  in  the  earth  ; 
but  if  they  have  more  flaughtered  enemies  than  they  can  eat,  they  throw  them  into 
the  fea.  They  have  no  luch  things  as  morais,  or  other  places  of  public  worfhip  ;  nor 
do  they  ever  affemble  together  with  this  view  :  but  they  have  priefts,  who  alone  ad- 
drefs  the  Deity  in  prayer  for  the  profperity  of  their  temporal  affairs,  fuch  as  an  en- 
terprife  againft  a  hoflde  tribe,  a  fifaing  party,  or  the  like.  Polygamy  is  allowed  ;  and:, 
it  is  not  uncommon  ior  a  man  to  have  two  or  three  wives. 

THE     NEW-HEBRIDE  S. 

THIS  name  was  given  by  captain  Cook  to  a  clufter  of  iflands,  the  mod  northerly 
of  which  was  feen  by  Quiros,  the  Spanifh  navigator,  in  1 606,  and  by  him  nam- 
ed Ierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo.  Fom  that  time,  till  Bougainville's  voyage,  in  1768, 
and  captain  Cook's  voyage  in  the  Endeavour,  in  1769,  this  land  was  fuppofed  to  be 
part  of  a  great  fouthern  continent,  called  Terra  Auftralis  Incognita.  But  when  capt. 
Cook  had  failed'  round    New  Zealand,  and  along  the  eaftern  coaft  of  New  Holland;' 
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his  opinion  was  fully  confuted.  On  his  next  voyage,  in  the  Refolution,  he  refolved  to 
explore  thofe  parts  accurately  ;  and  accordingly,  in  1774,  befides  afcertaining  the  ex- 
tent and  fituation  ofthefe  iflands,  he  difcovered  feveral  in  the  group,  which  were  be- 
fore unknown.  The  New-Zebrides  are  fituafed  between  the  latitude  of  14  degrees 
land  23  degrees  fouth  ;  and  between  112  degrees  and  121  degrees  weft  longitude. 
They  conflft  of  the  following  iflands,  fome  of  "which  have  received  names  from  differ- 
ent European  navigators,  and  others  retain  the  names  which  they  bear  among  the  na- 
ives,  viz.  Terra  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  Mallicollo,  St.  Bortholomew,  I fle  of  Lepers, 
Aurora,  Whitfuntide,  Ambrym,  Immer,  Apee,  Three  Hills,  Sandwich,  Montagu, 
Hinchingbrook,  Shepherd,  Eorromanga,  Irronan,  Annatom,  and  Tanna. 

Not  far  diftant  from  the  New  Hebrides,  and  fouth- weft  ward  of  them,  lies  New-Ca- 
ledonia, a  very  large  ifland,  firft  difcovered  by  captain  Cook,  in  1774  It  is  about 
eighty  feven  leagues  long  ;  but  its  breadth  is  not  considerable,  nor  any  where  exceeds 
ten  leagues.  It  is  inhabited  by  a  race  of  ftout,  tall,  well-proportioned  Indians,  of  a 
fwarthy  cr  dark  chefnut  brown.  A  few  leagues  diftant  are  two  fmall  iflands,  called  the 
Ifle  of  Pines,  and  Botany  Ifland. 

NEW-HOLLAND. 

THE  Jargeft  ifland  in  the  world,  and  formerly  fuppofed  to  be  a  part  of  that  ima- 
ginary continent,  called  Terra  Auftralis  Incognita,  lies  between  10  °  30"  and 
43°  fouth  latitude,  and  between  130  °  and  175  °  30'  eaft  longitude,  extending  in 
all  as  much  as  the  whole  continent  of  Europe,  the  eaftern  coaft  running  no  lefs  thin 
two  thoufand  miles  in  leigth,  from  north  eaft  to  fouth- weft.  Its  dimenfions  from  eaft 
to  weft  have  not  been  fo  exaftly  afcertained,  as  we  are  obliged  to  take  our  informa- 
tion concerning  them  from  the  accounts  of  navigators  of  different  nations,  who  vi« 
fited  that  part  of  the  world  at  a  time  when  the  method  of  making  obfervations,  and 
finding  the  latitudes  and  longitudes  of  places,  was  lefs  accurate  than  it  is  now.  Dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  have  been  called  by  the  names  of  thefe  difcoverers,  as  Van- 
Diemen's  Land,  Carpentaria,  &c.  ;  and  though  the  general  appellation  of  the  whole 
was  New  Holland,  it  is  now  applied,  by  geographers,  to  the  north  and  weft  part  of 
the  country.  The  eaftern  part,  called  New  South- Wales,  was  taken  poffeflion  of  in 
the  king  of  England's  name  by  captain  Cook,  and  now  forms  a  part  of  the  Briti/h 
dominions  •,  a  colony  being  very  lately  formed  there,  chiefly  of  the  convicts  fentenced 
to  tranfporation. 

The  accounts  of  the  climate  and  foil  of  this  extenfive  country,  now  become  an 
object  of  importance  to  Britain,  are  very  varicus;  and  indeed,  it  cannot  be  expefted 
ptherwifc,  as  different  parts  have  been  explored  at  different  times,  and  at  different 
feafons  of  the  year.  In  general,  however,  the  relations  are  by  no  means  favouraole  j 
the  lea  coaft,  the  only  place  on  which  any  inhabitants  have  been  difcovered,  appear- 
ing fandy  and  barren  ;  and  the  inland  parts  which  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
more  fertile,  are  now  thought  to  be  wholly  uninhabited  j  but  whether  this  proceeds 
from  the  natural  fterility  of  the  foil  or  the  ignorance  of  the  inhabitants,  who  know 
not  how  to  cultivate  it,  is  not  yet  fully  difcovered. 

One  thing  we  are  aiTured  of,  by  all  who  evervifited  this  country,  that  its  coaft  is 
Surrounded  by  very  dangerous  fhoals  and  rocks,  fo  that  it  is  by  no  means  eafy  to  ef-, 
feci: a  landing  upon  it.  A  fhoat,  called  Houtman's  Shoal,  from  Freddie  Houtman 
ccommanderof  a  fleet  of  Dutch  Indiamen,  in  1618,  lies  on  the  weftsrn  coaft,  on  wn:ch 
Bommodore  Pelfart,  a  Dutch  navigator,  was  wrecked  in  1629  When  his  Ihip,  the 
watavia,  having  on  board  three  hundred  and  thirty  men,  ftruck  on  this  fhoal,  there 
was  no  land  in°fight,  excepting  fome  fmall  rocky  ifl.uids,  and  one  confiderbly  bigger, 
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about  three  leagues  diftant.  Ail  thefe  wefe  explored  in  fearch  of  frefh  water  •,  but 
none  bein^  found,  they  were  obliged  to  fail  in  their  fkiff  to  the  continent,  which  they' 
foon  after  difcovered.  But,  on  their  approach,  they  found  the  coaft  fo  exceffively  roc- 
kv,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  land.  Continuing  their  courfe  northward,  for  two  days,- 
they  found  themfelves  in  27  °  of  fouth  latitude  ;  but  ftill  the  fhore  was  fo  extremely 
fteep,  that  there  was  nopolfibility  of  approaching  if.  It  prcfentcd  the  fame  appear- 
ance as  far  north  as  24.  °  ;  but  the  men  being  now  refolved  to  get  on  fhore  at  any  ratey 
fix  of  them  who  were  very  expert  fwimmers,  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea,  and  with; 
much  difficulty  arrived  on  land.  Here  they  employed  themfelves  in  fearchirtg  forfreftt 
water  ;  but,  finding  none,  they  were  obliged  to  fwim  back  again  to  their  fkiff.  Next 
tlay  thty  difcovered  a  cape,  from  the  extreme  points  of  which  rari  a  ridge  of  rocks  for 
about  a  mile  into  tbe  fea,  with  another  behind  it ;  but  ftill  no  paflage  was  found  to 
the  continent.  Another  opening  appeared  about  noon  the  fame  day,  into  which 
they  ventured,  though  the  paffage  was  extremely  dangerous,  even  for  a  fkiff,  having 
only  two  feet  water,  with  a  rugged  ftony  bottom;  Here,  however,  they  effected  3 
landing  ;  but  though  they  made  the  moft  diligent  fearch  for  frefh  water,  they  could 
find  neither  rivulets,  fprings,  nor  even  water  that  could  be  drank,  by  digging  of  wells. 
The  fhoal,  on  which  commodore  Pe-lfart  was  wrecked,  is  placed,'  by  Dampier,  in  27  ° 
fouth  latitude. 

This  navigator  explored  the  coaft  of  New- Holland  in  168S  and  1699.  In  the  Ian* 
of  thefe  voyages,  he  fell  in  with  the  land  in  26  °  fouth  latitude  ;  but  could  not  land 
on  account  of  the  fteepnefs  of  the  fhore.  la  22  °  22'  he  found  another  fhoal,  which 
was  the  firft  he  had  met  with  fince  leaving  Houtman's  fhoal,  in  27  ° .  In  20  °  2 i', 
he  fell  in  with  fome  rocky  iflands,  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  tides,  he  fuppofedto 
extend  in  a  range  as  far  fouth  as  Shark's  bay,  in  25  °  'and  nine  or  ten  leagues  in  breadth 
from  eail  to  weft.  In  18  °  21*  he  effected  a  landing  ;  but  the  fhore  here,  as  in  all 
other  places,  vifited  bv  this  navigator,  was  fo  exceffively  rocky,  at  low  water,  as  to 
render  it  impoflible  to  land.  At  high  water,  however,  the  tides  rife  fo  high,  that  boatd 
may  get  over  the  rocks  to  a  fandy  beach,  which  runs  all  along  the  coaft. 

The  fouthern  part  of  this  ifland,  vifited  by  captain  Tafman,  in  1642,  was  found  lefs 
difficult  of  accefs.  He  purfued  the  coaft  as  far  fouth  as  44  °  ,  where  it  begins  to  run" 
to  the  eaftward  ;  and  from  this  time,  this  part  appears  not  to  have  been  vifited  by  any 
Europeans,  till  the  year  1 770,  when  captain  Furneaux,  of  the  Adventure,  reached 
the  point  we  fpeak  of,  lying  in  43  °  17'  fouthi  1 39  °  24"  weft  from  Philadelphia.  Se- 
veral iflands  appeared  to  the  north  weft,  one  of  which  was  named,  by  captain  Cook* 
Eddyftone,  from  its  refemblance  to  the  light  houfe  of  that  name;  and  he  obferves, 
that  nature  feems  to  have  left  thefe  two  rocks  for  the  fame  purpofe  that  the  Eddyftone 
light  houfe  was  built  by  man;  viz.  to  give  navigators  warning  of  their  danger  :  for 
they  are  the  confpicuous  fummits  of  a  ledge  of  rocks  under  water,  on  which  the  fea, 
in  many  places,  breaks  very  high.  Their  furface  is  white  with  the  dung  of  fea  fowls, 
which  makes  them  confpicuous  at  a  confiderable  diftance. 

Captain  Cook  fpent  upwards  of  four  months  in  furveying  the  eaftern  coaft,  the  ex* 
tent  of  which,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  is  nearly  two  thoufand  miles.  The  bay 
in  which  he  anchored,  from  the  great  quantity  of  herbs  found  on  fhore,  was  called 
Botany  Bay,  and  is  the  place  for  which  the  convicts  were  originally  deftined  •,  though 
now  they  are  fettled  in  another  part  of  the  ifland,  about  fifteen  miles  to  the  northward* 
named,  by  captain  Cook,  Port  Jackfon  ;  the  principal  iettlement  being  called  Syd- 
ney Ccve. 

This  <*as  not  vifited  or  explored  by  captain  Cook;  if  was  feert  at  the  aiftance  of 
between  two  and  three  miles  from  the  coaft;  but  had  fortune  conducted  him- 
into  the  harbour,  he  would  have  found  it  much  more  worthy  of  his  attention  as 
a  feaman,  than  Botany  Bay,  where  he  pafled  a  week.    From  an  entrance-  not  more5 
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than  two  miles  broad,  Port  Jackfon  gradually  extends  into  a  noble  and  capacious  ba- 
fon,  having  foundings  furficient  for  the  largeft  veflels,  and  fpace  to  accomodate,  in, 
perfect  fecurity,  any  number  that  could  beaflembled.  It  runs  chieflr  in  a  weftern  di- 
rection, about  thirteen  miles  into  the  country,  and  contains  no  lefs  than  one  hundred 
fmall  coves,  formed  by  narrow  necks  of  land,  whofe  projections  afford  (helter  from 
the  w  n  s. 

Sidney  Cove  lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  harbour,  between  five  and  fix  miles  from 
the  entrance.  The  neck  of  land  that  forms  this  cove,  is  muftly  covered  with  wood* 
yet  fo  rocky,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  comprehend  how  the  trees  could  have  found  fuffi- 
cient  nourifhment,  to  bring  them  to  fo  considerable  a  magnitude.  The  foil  in  othe 
pa'ts  of  the  coaft,  immediately  about  Port  Jackfon,  is  of  various  qualities.  This  neck 
of  land,  which  divides  the  fouth  end  of  the  harbour  from  the  fea,  is  chiefly  fand.  Be- 
tween Sydney  Cove  and  Botany  Bay.  the  firft  fpacc  is  occupied  by  a  wood,  in  fome 
parts  a  mile  and  a  half,  in  others  three  miles  broad.  Beyond  that,  is  a  kind  of  heath, 
poor,  fandy,  and  full  of  fwamps  ;  but  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  to  the  weft  ward,  tha 
country  is  one  continued  wood. 

There  are  feveral  parts  of  the  harbour  in  which  the  trees  ftand  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  each  other  than  in  Sydney  Cove  ;  fome  of  thefe,  which  haw*  fmall  runs  of  wa- 
ter, and  a  promifing  foil,  the  governor  orop  ofed  to  cultivate,  as  foon  as  hands  could  be 
fpared  •,  but  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  land  the  ftores  and  provifions,  with  fo  much 
cafe  immediately  determined  the  choice  of  a  place  for  the  principal  fettlement  •,  for, 
if  they  had  but  one  mile  to  remove  the  ftores  from  the  fpot  where  they  were  landed, 
the  undertaking  would  probably  have  been  fruitlefs  •,  fo  many  were  the  obftacles  to 
land- carriage  at  the  head  of  Sydney  Cove,  where  governor  Philip  fixed  the  feat  of"  his 
government.  On  the  7th  of  February,  1788*  «r  regular  form  of  government  was  ef- 
tabliflied  on  the  coaft  of  New  South  Wales. 

On  a  fpace  previoufly  cleared,  the  whole  colony  was  afTembled  ;  the  military  drawrr 
up  under  arms  ;  the  convicls  (rationed  apart-,  and  near  the  perfon  of  the  governor, 
thofe  who  were  to  hold  the  principal  offices  under  him.  The  royal  commiflion  was 
then  read  by  Mr.  David  Collins,-  the  judge  advocate.  By  this  inftrument,  Arthur  Phi- 
lip was  conftituted  and  appointed  captain  general  and  governor  in  chief,  in  and  over 
the  territory  called  Cape  York,  fouth  latitude  10  °  30*,  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the 
South  Cape,  fouth  latitude  43  °  30',  and  all  theiflands  adjacent  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
within  the  latitudes  aforefaid  ;  and  of  all  the  towns,  garrifons.  caftles,  forts,  and  forti- 
fications, which  may  be  hereafter  erected  in  the  faid  territory.  The  act  of  parliament 
eftablifhing  the  courts  of  judicature  was  next  read  •,  and  laftly,  the  patents  under  the 
great  feal,  empowering  the  proper  perfons  to  convene  and  hold  their  courts,  whenever 
the  exigency  mould  require.  A  triple  difcharge  of  mufquetry  concluded  this  part  of 
the  ceremony. 

At  the  very  firft  landing  of  governor  Philip,  on  the  more  of  Botany  Bay,  an  inter- 
view took  place  with  the  natives.  They  were  all  armed,  but,  on  feeing  the  governor 
approach  with  figns  of  friendfhip,  alone  and  unarmed,  they  readily  returned  his  con- 
fidence by  laying  down  their  arms. 

They  were  perfectly  devoid  of  clothing,  yet  feem'ed  fond  of  ornaments,  putting 
the  beads  and  red  baze  that  were  g'iven  them,  on  their  heads  or  necks,  and  appearing 
pleafed  to  wear  them. 

Governor  Philip  found  Botany  Bay  fo  ill  calculated  for  a  fettlement,  that  he  gave 
the  preference  to  Sydney  Cove,  in  port  Jackfon,  where  a  plan  was  laid  down  for  buil- 
ding a  town,  according  to  which  were  traced  out  the  principal  ftreets,  the  governor's 
houfeymain  guard,  hofpUal,  church;  {lore  houfes,  and  barracks.  In  fome  pa;ts  oi  this 
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fpsce  temporary  barracks  are  erected,  but  no  permament  buildings  will  be  allowed* 
except  in  conformity  to  the  plan  laid  down.  Should  the  town  be  farther  extended,  the 
form  of  other  ftreets  is  alfo  marked  out,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  enfure  a  free  circu- 
lation of  air.  Thepiincipal  ftreets,  according  to  this  defign,  will  be  two  hundred 
foet  wide  5  the  ground  to  the  fouthward,  propofed  for  them,  is  nearly  level,  and  is  an 
excellent  fituation  for  buildings.  It  is  propofed  by  the  governor,  that  no  more  than 
one  houfe  be  built  on  one  allotment,  which  is  to  confift  of  fixty  feet  in  front,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  depth.  Thefe  regulations  will  preferve  a  kind  of  uniformity  in 
the  buildings,  prevent  narrow  ftreets,  and  exclude  many  inconveniences,  which  a  rapid 
increafe  of  inhabitants  might  otherwife  occafion.  It  has  been  alfo  an  object  of  the  go- 
vernor's attention  to  place  the  public  buildings  in  fituations  that  will  be  eligible  at  all 
times  and  particularly  to  give  the  ftore-houfes  and  hofpital  fufficient  fpace  for  future 
enlargement,  fhould  it  be  found  neceflary. 

1  he  firft  huts  that  were  erected  here,  were  compofed  of  very  perifhable  materials, 
thefoft  wood  of  the  cabbage  plant,  quite  green;  being  only  defignated  for  immediate 
flicker.  1  he  huts  of  the  convicts  were  ftill  more  flight,  being  compofed  only  of  up- 
right pofts,  wa  tied  with  flight  twigs  and  plaiftered  up  with  clay.  Barracks  and  huts 
were  afterwards  formed  of  more  lafting  materials.  Buildings  of  ftone  might  eafily 
have  been  railed,  had  there  been  any  means  of  procuring  lime  for  mortar.  The  ftone 
which  has  been  found,  is  of  three  forts  :  a  fine  free  ftone,  reckoned  equal  in  good- 
nefsto  that  of  Portland  ;  an  indifferent  kind  of  fa nd  ftone,  or  fire  ftone  ;  and  a  fort 
which  appears  to  contain  a  mixture  of  iron.  Eut  neither  chalk,  nor  any  fpecies  of  lime- 
ftone  have  yet  been  difcovered.  In  building  a  fm  .11  houfe  for  the  governor  on  theeaft- 
ern  fide  of  the  Cove,  lime  was  made  of  oyfter-ftiells,  collected  in  the  neighbouring 
cove.  The  clay  is  very  good,  and  f  me  bricks  have  been  made  of  it ;  but,  in  ufing 
it  for  building,  the  walls  muft  be  made  very  thick. 

It  is  luppofed,  that  metals  of  various  kinds  abound  in  the  foil  on  which  the  town 
is  placed.  A  co  ;vict,  who  had  been  ufed  to  work  in  the  Staffordfhire  lead  mines,  de- 
clared very  pofitively,  that  the  cleared  ground  contains  a  large  quantity  of  that  ore  :  and 
copper  is  fuppofedto  lie  under  fome  rocks  which  were  blown  up,  in  finking  a  cellar 
for  the  publick  ftock  of  fpirituous  liquors.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  governor  himfelf, 
that  there  are  feveral  metals  in  the  earth  thereabout,  and  that  mines  may  hereafter  be 
worked  to  great  advantage  •,  but  at  prefent  he  ftrongly  difcourages  any  fearch  of  this 
kind,  very  judicioufly  difcerning,  that  in  the  prefe.it  fuuation  of  his  people,  which 
requires  fo  many  exert'ons  of  a  very  different  nature,  the  difcovery  of  a  mine  would 
be  the  greateft  evil  that  could  befal  the  fettlement.  In  fome  places  where  they  dug,  in 
making  of  wells,  they  found  a  fubftance  which  they  concluGed  to  be  black  lead.  The 
kinds  of  pigment  called  by  the  painters  Spanifh  brown,  is  found  in  great  abundance  ; 
and  the  white  clay  with  which  the  natives  paint  themlelves,  is  ftill  in  greater  plenty. 
The  abbe  le  R.crveur  was  of  opinion,  that  this  clay,  if  cleaned  from  the  fand,  which 
might  eafily  be  done,  would  make  excellent  porcelain. 

The  climate  at  Sydney  Cove  isconfidered,  on  the  whole,  as  equal  to  the  fineftin 
Europe.  1  he  rains  are  never  of  long  duration,  and  there  are  feldom  any  fogs.  The 
foil,  though  in  general  light,  and  rather  fandy  in  this  part,  is  full  as  good  as  is  ufu- 
aliy  found  fo  near  the  fea  fide.  All  the  plants  and  fruit-trees  brought  fiom  Brafil 
and  the  Cap;,  which  were  not  damaged  in  their  pafiage,  thrive  exceedingly;  and 
vegetables  have  now  become  plentiful;  both  the  European  forts,  and  fuch  as  are  pe- 
culiar to  New- South  Wales.  In  the  governor's  garden  are  excellent  cauliflowers  and 
melons,  very  fine  of  their  kinds.  The  orange  trees  flourifli,  and  the  fig-trees  and  vines 
a:e  improving  ft, 11  more  rapidly.  In  a  climate  fo  favourable,  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine  may,  doubtkfs,  be  carried  to  any  degree  of  perfection  ;  and  fliouid 
hot  other    articles    of  commerce    divert   the  attention  of  the   fettlers  from   this 
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point,  tfie  wines  of  New  South  Wales  miy,  perhap}.  hereafter  b;  fought  with  avidi- 
ty, and  become  an  indifpenfibL"  part  of  the  luxury  of  European  tulles. 

The  rank  grsfs  under  the  trees,  unfortunately  proved  fatal  to  all  the  fheep  purcha- 
fed  bv  governor  Philip,  on  his  own  and'  on  the  public  account.  'I  hcfe  which  private 
individuals  kept  dole  t>  their  own  tents,  were  preferved.  Hogs  and  poultry  increased 
very  faft  ;  and  black  cattle  will,  doubtl-  fs,  fu  ceed  as  well. 

The  natives  of  New  Holland,  in  genetal,  feem  to  have  no  great  averfion  to  the 
new  fettlers  :  the  onlv  acts  cf  hoftility  they  ever  committed,  were  on  account  of  their 
occurring  the  fifhhg  grounds,  which  the  New  Hollanders  jufrly  fuppofe  1  to  bcLng 
to  themselves.  1  hey  are  fo  ignorant  of  agriculture,  that  it  feems  probable  they  do  not 
even  know  the  ufe  of  corn,  and  therefore,  perhaps  more  from  ignorance  thin  ma- 
lice, fet  fire  to  that  which  the  colonifts  h.id  raifed  tor  their  own  ufe.  To  avoid  fuch, 
difagreeab'e  incidents,  a  new  fettle  m  en  t  v\as  be^unon  a  fmall  uninha'v.ted  tfland, 
named  Norfolk  II  and,  lying  in  fcuth  ht.  29  °  ,  aad  weft  long.  93  °  id'  at  the  dif- 
tance  »f  twelve  bunded  miles  fr  m  New  -  Holland.  The  party  fnt  out  to  form  this 
fi.tLment  ponfifted  only  of  twenty-fix  ptrfons.  who  took  pofl'effion  on  the  14th  ot  Fe- 
bmary,  17 b 8i  This  fcttlement  was  found  fu  eligible,  that,  in  the  following  October, 
another  partv  was  fent  rhirher,  (o  that  'he  new  c.lony,  at  the  time  the  laft  advices 
jpexe  ieceived,  confuted  of  forty  four  men  and  (ixt'en  yw  men  ;  who  being  fupplied 
with  ei^ht  en  m  -nths'  p'nvifions,  will  pn.b..bly,  be  a  le:  to  cultivate  the  foil  in  fuch  a 
mar  i  er,  as  to  ena  le  them  to  form  a  granary,  which  will  put  thofe  who  fettled  on 
New  HoilanU  entirely  out  of  danger  from  their  baibarous  neighbours. 

N     E     W  -  G     U     I     N     E     A, 

UWTIL  the  late  difcoveries,  was  thought  to  be  the  north  coaft  of  an  exten- 
five  cont'nenr,  ar.J  to  be  joined  to  New  Holland  ;  but  captain  Cook  difeover- 
ed  aftrait  between  them,  which  runs  north  eaft  through  which  he  failed.  Tnus  ir  was 
found  to  he  a  l;ng  narrow  ifiaid,  extending  nor.  h  eaft,  from  the  id  decree  of  Loth 
latitude  to  the  I2th,  and  from  ;>6  to  75  d.gree  weft  longitude -,  but  hi  o.  e  part  it 
does  net  appear  to  be  ab.ve  fifty  mile*  broad.  The  country  con  lifts  of  a  mixture  of 
very  high  hills  and  valli  s,  interfperfid  with  groves  of  cocanur  trees,  plantains', 
breadfruit,  and  m  ft  of  the  trees,  fh-ubs,  and  plants  that  are  f.und  in  the  other 
South  fea  ifla  Qs  It  affords  from  rhe  lea  a  variety  of  delightful  profpects.  The  inha- 
bitants make  nearly  the  fame  appearance  as  the  New- Hollanders  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  (traits. 

To  the  north  of  New  Gunea,  is  New-Britain  which  is  fituated  in  the  4th  deg.e 
of  fcuth  latitude  and  75  degrees  89  minutes  weft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  It 
was  fuppufed  to  be  part  of  an  imaginary  continent,  till  capfa>n  Dampjer  found  it 
to  he  an  ifland,  and  (ailed  through  a  ftr  -it  which  divjdes  it  from  New  Guinea  L,:p- 
tain  Ctrteret,  in  bis  voyage  round  the  woil.l,  1767.  found  that  jt.  was  of  much  J  s 
exrent  than  ha  I  till  then  been  imagined,  by  failing  through  anoth  r  ftra  t  to  the  n  r  11, 
which  frparares  it  from  a  long  ifla-d,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  ot  Mew  Irel  nd. 
There  are^manv  hii*h  hills  in  New  Britain,  and  it  abounds  with  large  and  nVely  cr  es. 
To  the  eaftw.rd  of  New  Britain,  and  in  bo'h  'he  above  ftrait5.  arc  many  iflan^s  m  it 
of  which  are  faid  to  be  extremelf  fertile,  and  to  abound  wi.h  pla  itains  *nd  cocoa  nut 
trees. 

New  Ireland  ex'esds  in  length  from  the  north  e^ft  to  the  fcuth  e;ft.  abou  t  o 
hundred  and  leveny  milts,  but  is,  in  general,  very  narrow.  It  .bounds  wrh  a  va  ie- 
ty  of  trees  ad  plan's  and  wi  h  many  pigeons,  parrots',  rooks  and  other  birds,  fhe 
in  :b  ans  are  bla<  k  and  woolly  h.aded,  like  the  negroes  o<  Guinei,  but  iav  no'  flat 
n.f    or  thick  Lps.  f\orth- Weftward  of    •  ew  lre.a.id,  a  Juuer  of  ifLnds  was  feea  by 
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captain  Carteret,  lying  very  near  each  other;  and  fuppofed  to  confiftof  twenty  or 
thirry  ;n  number.  One  of  thefe,  which  is  of  very  considerable  extent,  was  named 
New  Hanover  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  clufter  received  the  name  of  the  Admiralty  Iflands. 

SANDWICH     ISLANDS. 

BESIDES  the  voyage  of  difcovery  already  mentioned,  another  voyage  was 
performed  by  captain  Cook  and  captain  Clerke,  in  the  Refolution  and  Difco- 
very, during  the  years  1776,  177  7,  1778,  and  1779,  in  feaich  of  a  north-weft  paf- 
fage  between  the  continents  of  Afia  and  America.  After  they  had  arrived  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  proceeded  from  thence  to  New-Holland  :  in  this  courfe 
they  difcovered  two  iflands,  which  captain  Cook  called  Prince  Edward's  ifles.  The 
largeft,  about  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  is  in  latitude  +6-53  fouth,  longitude  37-14  weft  : 
the  other,  about  nine  leagues  in  circuit,  latitude  46  40  and  longitude  36  52  weft,  both 
barren,  and  almofts  covered  with  fnow.  From  New- Holland  they  failed  to  New  Zea- 
land, and  afterwards  vifited  the  Friendly  and  Society  ifles.  In  January  1777,  they  ar- 
rived at  the  Sandwich  ifles,  which  are  twelve  in  number,  and  are  fituated  between 
22  degrees  15  minutes,  and  18  degrees  53  minutes  north  latitude.  The  air  of  thefe 
iflands  is,  in  general,  falubrious,  and  many  of  the  vegetable  productions  are  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  the  Friendly  and  Society  isles.  The  inhabitants  are  of  a  middle  fize, 
ftout  and  well-made,  and  their  complexion,  in  general,  a  brown  olive.  O'why'hee  is 
in  ci;cumference  about  three  huudred  Engifh  miles,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants 
computed  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand.  The  others  are  large  and  well- peo- 
pled. The  natives  are  defcribed  as. of  a  mild  carriage,  and  frienrify  temper,  and, 
in  hofpitality  to  ftrangers,  not  exceeded  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Friendly  isles  Oh 
the  7th  of  February,  being  nearly  in  latitude  44  degrees  33  minutes  north,  and  lon- 
gitude 49  degrees  24  minutes  weft  they  faw  part  of  the  American  continent,  bear- 
ing rorth-eaft. 

Captain  Cook  afterwards  difcov--red  King  George's  Sound,  which  is  fituated  on  the 
north-weft  coaft  of  America,   and  is  extenfive  :    that  part  of  it  where  the  fhips  under 
his  command  anchored,   is  in  latitude   49  degrees  36   minutes  north  and  longitude   5 
degrees  32  minutes  weft.  The  whole  found  is  furrounded  by  high  land,  which  in  fome 
places,  appears  very  broken  and  rugged,  and  is  in  geneial,  covered  with  wood  to  the 
top.   They  found  the  inhabitants  here  rather   below  the  middle  fize,  and  their  com- 
plexions approaching  to  a  copper  colour.    On  the  12  of  May,  they  difcovered  Sand- 
v.  ich  Sound,  in  lakude  59  degrees  54  minutes  north.  The  harbour  in  which  the  (hips 
a;:cho;ed,  appeared  to  be  almoft  furrounded    with  high  land,   which  was  covered  with 
fn-w  and  here  they  were  vifitcd  by  fome   of  the  Americans  in  their  canoes.     They 
afterwards  proceeded  to  the  ifland  of  Unalafchka,  and  after  their  departure  from  theice, 
fti'l  continued  to  trace  the  coan:.     They  arrived  on   the  20th  of  Auguft,  1778,  in  lati- 
tude 70  degrees  54.minu.feSj  longitude  90  deg.   5  min.  weft,  from  Philad.  where  they 
f_U:d   theinfelves   almofr    funounded    with   ice,    and   the    farther   they    proceeded, 
ths    defer   the  :ce    ber.ir.e  compacted.     They  continued   labouring  among   i.  e  ice 
till  the  25th,  when  &   iLrm   came   on.  whi-h  made  it  dangerous  tor   them  to   pro- 
c   ed  •,  and  a  c  nfultation  was  therefore  held   en  beard  the   Refolution,  as  foon  as  the 
violence  of  the  gale  abate;!,  w'ben  it  was  rdr!ved5  that,  as  this  paflage  was  impracticable 
for  any  uieful  purpoie  of  navigation,    which  was    the  great  object  of  the  vrya.e,  it 
i:    a  J  be  prqfceuted  no  farthtr  ;  and  .fpeciaJv  on  account  of  the   condition  tjje  (hips 
were  in,  Tie  approach  of  wimer,  ar.c  mar  gre  t  diftance   from  any  knerwn  pi  ce  o,f 
re+reftrmen  .    i  he  v  yage,  indeed,  aff.-rded  fuffic.en:ev;J>  nee,  that  no  practicable  pai- 
f  ..-e-  ex"ifts  beti    en  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  towards    t'  e   north  ;  and  this  voy- 
•    r  alfo  afceuained  the   wdftern  boundaries  of  the  great  continent  ofAmeiica.     On 
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iheii*  return,  it  unfortunatelj  happened,  that  the  celebrated  and  able  navigator,  cap" 
.tain  Cook,  was  killed  in  an  affray  with  the  natives,  by  an  a<fl  of  fudden  refentmen6 
and  fear,  rather  than  from  a  bad  difpofition,  on  the  ifland  of  O'why'hee,  the  largeft 
of  the  Sandwich  ifles,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1779  ;  and  his  death  was  univerfally 
regretted,  not  only  in  Britain,  but  throughout  Europe  and  America,  bv  thofe  to  whom 
his  merits  and  public  lervices  were  known.  In  his  laft  voyage,  he  had  explored  the 
coaft  of  America  from  41  degrees  27  minutes,  to  70  degrees  40  minutes  57  feconds 
north.  After  the  death  of  captain  Cook,  the  command  devolved  on  captain  Clerke, 
who  died  at  fea  on  his  return  to  the  fouthward,  on  the  22d  day  of  Auguft,  1  779.  The 
two  fhips  returned  home  by  the  Caps  of  Good  Hope;  and,  on  the  5th  of  October, 
1780,  anchored  at  the  Nore. 


TERRA-INCOGNITA,  or  UNKNOWN  COUNTRIES. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  amazing  difcoveries  of  navigators,  and  the  progrefs 
made  in  geography,  fince  the  firft  voyage  of  Coiumbus,  anno  1492,  there  ftill 
remain  fome  countries,  either  abfolutely  unknown,  or  very  fuperficiaJlj.  furveyed. 

In        AFRICA. 

OF  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  the  moderns  are  acquainted  with  little  more  than 
the  fea  coafts,  and  thef.j  very  imperfectly  ;  the  internal  parts  being  unexplored  : 
nor  have  we  any  fatisfaclory  accounts  of  tneir  inhabitants,  their  productions,  or 
their  trade.  Ic  is  well  known,  however,  that  the  rivers  of  Africa  bring  down  large 
quantities  of  go'd,  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  ancients  drew  prodigious  riches 
f»:om  a  country  biefled  with  a  variety  of  climates,  fome  of  them  the  fineft  in  the  world. 

In         AMERICA. 

IN  North- America,  towards  the  pole,  are  Labrador  or  New-Britain,  New  North, 
and  South  Wales,  New  Denmark,  &c.  very  Jittle  known.  The  inhabitants,  like 
thofe  of  Nova  Zembla,  Greenhnd,  Groer.land,  and  the  northern  parts  of  Siberia, 
are  few,  and  theie  favsge  •,  low  in  ftature,  and  of  an  ugly  appearance.  They  live 
upon  the  raw  fitm  of  whales,  bears,  and  foxes,  &c.  and  go  muffled  in  fkins,  the 
hairy  fides  next  their  bodies.  In  thefe  inhospitable  regions,  the  nights  (as  may  be 
fcen  in  the  table  of  climates  in  the  iVrcdudtionJ,  are  fr;m  one  to  fix  months,  and  the 
earth  is  bound  up  in  impenetrable  fiow  ;  fo  that  the  miferable  inhabitants  live  under 
ground  great  part  of  the  year.  Again,  when  the  fun  makes  his  appearance,  they 
have  a  day  of  equal  length. 

All  that  vaft  tract  on  the  back  of  the  Britifh  fakements,  from  Canada  and  the 
lakes  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which  wafbes  America  on  hi  weft,  is  altogether  unknown 
.to  us,  no  traveller  having  ever  explored  it.  From  the  climate  and  fituation  of  the 
country,  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  fruitful  ;  it  is  inhabited  by  innumerable  tribes  of  Indi- 
ans, many  of  whom  ufed  to  refjrr  to  the  great  fair  ot  ivlY;ntrea;,  even  from  the  di- 
stance of  one  thoufand  miles,  when  that  city  was  in  (he  hands  of  the  French. 

In    Scuth- America,    the  country  of  Guiana,  exr^rding   fron   the  equator  to  the 
.eighth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  bounded  by   t:;e  river  Orpnoque   on   the  north 
and  the  Amazons  on  the  fouth,  is  unknown,  except  a  flip  along  the  coaft,  where  the 
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French  at  Cayenne,  and  the  Dutch  at  Sufrinarri,  have  m-He  forse  fettlemenrs  ;  wh'cfi, 
from  ti;e  unhealthfu'.nefs  of  the  climate,  almift  under  the  eq.iator,  and  other  caufes,  ■ 
can  hardly  be  extended  any  confideraMe  way  Sack. 

The  country  of  Amazonia  is  fo  called  from  rhe  grea*  river  of  that  name,  which 
rifes  in  Quito,  in  i  deg.  v>eft  longitude,  and  difch;rees  itfelf  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ; 
it  is  computed,  that,  with  all  its  turnings  and  windings,  it  runs  near  five  thoufrnd 
miles,  and  is  generally  two  or  three  leagues  br'ai  :  fivt  hundred  leagues  from  the' 
mouth,  it  is  thirty  fathoms  deep,  and  near  one  hundred  rivers  fall  into  it  on  the  north 
and  fouth.  The  country  has  never  been  thoroughly  explored,  though  it  is  fituated 
between  the  European  colonies  of  Peiu  and  Brafil,  and  every  where  acceffihle  by 
means  of  that  great  r  ver  a>  d  its  bianches.  Some  attempts  have  been  made  by  the 
Spaniards  and  Portugvieie  •,  but  always  attended  with  fuch  vaft  difficulties,  that  few 
of  the  adventurers  ever  returned  back  ;  and,  no  geld  being  found  in  the  country,  as 
they  expected,   no  European  nation  has  hitheito  made  any  fettlement  there. 

Patagonia,  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  America,  is  fometimes  defcribed  as  part  of 
Chili :   but  a*  nei'her  the  Spaniards,  nor  any  other  European  nation,  have  any  colo- 
nies there,   it  is  almoft  unknown,  and  is  generally  reprefented  as  a  barren,  inhafpita- 
ble  country.      Some  of  the  inhabitants  are  certainly  very  tall,  to  fix  and  an  half  and 
feven  feet  high  j   but  others,  and  the   greater  part,  are  of  a  moderate    and  common 
ftature.     Here,  in  fifty-two  and  a  half  degrees  fouth  latitude,  we  fall  in  with  the  ftraits 
of  Magellan,  having  Patagonia  on  the  north,  and  the  iflands  of  Terra  del  Fuego  on 
the  fouth.      Thcfe  ftraits  extend,  from  eaft  to  weft,  one  hundred  and  ten  leagues,  but 
t'he  breadth,  in  fome  places,  falls  fhort  of  one.     They  were  fit  ft  difcovered  by  Magel- 
lan, or  Magelhean,   a  Portuguefe,  in  the  fervice  of  Spain,  who  failed  through  them 
in  the  year   1520,  and  thereby  difcovered  a  pafTage  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
or  Southern  Ocean.     He  has  been  fince  confidered  as  the  firft  navigator  that  failed 
round  the  world  ,  but  having  loft  his  life,  in  a  fkirmifh  with  fome  Indians,  befoie  the 
fhips  retnrned  to  Europe,  the  honour  of  being  the  firft  circumnavigator  has   been  dif- 
puted  in  favour  of  fir  Francis  Drake,  who,  in  1574,  pafTed  the  fame  ftrait  in  his  way 
to  India,  from  which  he  returned  to  Europe  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.      In    1616, 
La  Maire,  a  Dutchman,  keeping  to  the  fouthward  of  thefe  ftraits,  difcovered,  in  lati- 
tude fifty  four  and  one-haif,   another  pafTage,  fince  known  by  the  name  of  the  Straits 
La  Maire  ;  and  this  pafTage,  which  has  been  generally  preferred  by  fucceeding  navi- 
gators, is  called,  doubling  Cape  Horn.     The  author  of  Anfon's    voyage,  however, 
from  fatal  experience,  advifes  mariners  to  keep  clear  of  thefe  ftraits  and  iflands,  by 
running  down  to  61  or  62  degrees  fouth  latitude,  before  they  attempt  to  fet  their  fa. 
ces  weftward,  towards  the  South  Seas  •,  but  the  extreme  long  nights,  and  the  intenfe 
cold  in  thofe  latitudes,  render  that  pafTage  practicable  only  in  the  months  of  January 
and  February,  which  is  there  tho  middle  of  fummer. 
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Extent  and  Situation. 


Miles.  Degrees. 

Length,     6ooT  b  ["70  weft  and  83  eaft  longitude  from  Philad. 

Breadth,     500  J  {_  42  and  51  north  latitude. 


TT  is  bounded  by  the  Englifh  channel  and  the  Netherlands,  on  the 


Boundaries.] 

north  ;  by  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  Italy,  on  the  eaft  ;  by  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  which  divide  it  from  Spain,  on  the 
fouth  ;  and  by  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  on  the  weft. 

Divisions.  J  This  republic  is  divided  as  follows  : 


z 

Departments. 

Ancient  Provinces. 

Popula 

Chief  Towns  and  Prin- 

Inhabi- 

1 

tion. 

cipal  Cities. 

tants. 

Ain 

Brefle         ... 

27450C 

Bourg       -       —         - 

580C 

2 

Aifne 

Picardie 

3-8760C 

Laon       —       —         - 

8600 

3 

Allier       - 

Bourbonnais 

21-380C 

Moulins       -       —     — 

16200 

4 

Hauces-Alpes 

Dauphine         -        * 

114OO0 

Gap     -       -       -     - 

4500 

5 

Bailes-Alpc;, 

Idem         - 

160400 

Digne       - 

5000 

6 

Alpes-maricimes   - 

Comte  de  Nice 

97000 

Nice          -       —       -. 

42000 

7 

ArJeche 

Languedoc 

237500 

Privas         -         -       _ 

4900 

8 

Ardennes     - 

Champagne         -         -• 

235300 

Meziere,  Sedan 

25800 

9 

Arriege     -     -     - 

Foix         - 

163000 

Foix             —             - 

3600 

10 

Aube 

Champagne 

211000 

Troyes        -        -       - 

31900 

11 

Aude         - 

Languedoc     - 

228000 

Carcafibne       -        - 

15100 

12 

Aveyron 

Guyenne 

328000 

Rhodes       -         -       — 

7800 

1. 

Bee  d'Ambez 

Gafcogne 

498000 

Bordeaux        —         — 

185000 

14 

liouches  du  Rhone 

Provence 

287000 

Atx,  Marfeille 

131300 

15 

Calvados 

Normandie 

350000 

Caen      -         _           _ 

49000 

16 

Cantal 

Auvergne 

177000 

Aurillac     -          — 

5900 

17 

Cher 

Berri         - 

197000 

Bourges          —           — 

26200 

18 

Charente 

Angoumois 

324000 

Angouleme         —         — 

12800 

19 

Charente  inferieure 

Anhis  et  Saintogne 

416000 

Saintes,Roch  le,Rochfort 

41300 

20 

Correze 

Limoufin       - 

257000 

Tulle         - 

6300 

21 

Cote  d'Or 

Bourgogne 

-331900 

Dijon     —       —           — 

19500 

22 

Cote  du  Nord    - 

Bretagne       - 

478000 

Saint-Brieux        -       - 

9700 

23 

Creuze 

Marche       - 

226000 

Gueret       — ■             _ 

3400 

24-jDordogne    - 

Guyenne,       -       -     - 

460000 

Perigueux         -          - 

9700 

25|Doubs 

Franche  Comte     - 

212000 

Belancon       —         - 

23800 

26iDrome           -     - 

Dauphine    .  -       -     - 

235000 

Valence     —         — 

7800 

27|Eure         -         - 

Normandie       - 

385000 

Evreux         -         - 

10700 

-8  Eure  et  Loire 

Beruce       - 

247000 

Chartres           —         - 

8500 

29;Finifterre          - 

Bretagne       - 

428000 

Ouimper,  Breft       - 

41300 

SOQard     .... 

Languedoc 

29S000 

SJifmes         —             — 

49500 

31  'Haute  Garonne    - 

[dern                          - 

435000 

rouloufe           -          — 

56400 

32JGers     .... 

Gafcogne     - 

289000 

Auch            - 

7500 

J3  Herault 

Languedoc 

282000 

VIontpellier         -         _ 

32500 

, 

34  Ille  et  Vilaine     - 

3retagne       -          -     -      ' 

(•73000 

lennes       -           _ 

31400 

35Jnclre 

Berri       -       -          -          i 

225000  < 

Hhateauroux       —       - 

6500 

36  Indre  et  Loire     - 

Touraine       - 

J68000 r 

Tours       —       —       _ 

20800 

| 

37  Here 

Dauphine               -     -      i 

S14000M 

Srenoble       —      — 

24500-  : 
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Departments. 


Jura  . 
Landes 
Loir  et  Cher  .     . 

Haute-Loire     .     . 

Loire  inferieure  . 

Loiret     . 

Lot  .     . 

Lot  et  Garone  . 

Lozere       .     . 

Manche 

Marne 

Haute-Marne 

Mayenne 

Mayenne  et  Loire 

Meurthe 

Meuze 

Mont-Blanc,  . 

Mont-Terrible    . 

Morbihan       , 
57|Mozelle    . 
iH  Nievre 
59 
60 
6] 
§S 

68 
64 


;;s 

39 

1-0 

41 

12 

1-3 

ft* 

45 

4-6 

•17 

IS 

49 

50 

51 

52 

88 

54 

5 

56 


Nord 

Oife 

Orne     .        . 

Paris 

Pas-de-Calais 

Puy  deDome, 


Hautes-Pyrenees 
BaflevPyrenees  . 
Pyrenees  orient 
I5as-Rhin     .     . 
Haut-Rhin     , 
Rhone  et  Loire    . 
Depart,  affranchi 
Haute-Saone 
Saone  et  Loire     . 
Sarthe         .     . 
Seine  et  Oife 
Seine  inferieure 
Seine  et  Mime    . 

Deux  Sevres     . 
Somme     .     .     . 

Tarn      .      .     . 

Var     .       . 

Vauclufe         » 

Vendee         . 

Vienne       .         < 

Haut-Vienne     • 

Voiges 

Yonne      .         , 

L'llle  de  Corfe 
0  Jemmape 


Ancient  Provinces. 


Popula. 


Core.Septentrionnle 
Reunis  a  la  Fran.  93 
1793        .        .      , 
Brabant)  Marquifat 


Franche-Compte 

Gafcogne 

Blaifois 

Languedoc 

Bretagne       . 

Orleannois 

Guyenne      • 

Idem         .       • 

Languedoc  , 

Normandie 

Champaigne 

Idem       .       .       . 

Maine         .         •     • 

Anjou        . 

Lorraine 

Idem 

Savoie  .         .       » 

Eveche  de  Bafle 

Bretagne         . 

Lorraine  .       • 

Nivernais 

Flandre       .        .       •     • 

Hie  de  France 

Normandie 

Ifle  de  France     . 

Artois         •  •     • 

Auvergne 

Bern  et  Navarre    , 

Idem 

Rouflillon 

Alfaca 

Idem       .       •  l 

Forez 

Lyonnois         .         .. 

Franche-Comte     . 

Bourgogne 

Maine 

Ifie  de  France 

Normandie 

Ifle  dc  France 

H.  i'oitou 

Picardie 

Languedoc         t  i 

Province 

Avjgnonais  et  Province 

B.  Poitou 

Ilaut  Poitou       .       . 

Limoulin       .       .       . 

Lorraine  ,         . 

A  uxcrrois 

I/Me  de  Corfe 

Hainaut  Autrichien    , 

Fliimre 

Eveche  de  Liege,  &c, 

Comte  do  Namur 

D'Anvers,  JWalinois 


Chief  Towns  to"  Cities. 


Inhab. 


267000  Lons  le  Saunier         , 
229000  Mont  de  Marfan      . 
197000  Blois         .         , 
210000  Le  Puy 
365000  Nantes 
272000  Orleans 
375000  Cahors,  Montauban    . 
394000  Agen 
119000  Mend 

498000  Coutances,  Cherbourg 
281000  Chalons,  Rheims      . 
283000  Chaumont 
234000  Laval 
335000  Angers 
304000  Nanci,  Luneyille     . 
251000  Bar-le-Duc,  Verduii 
245000  Chamberi 
63000  Porentru 
385000  Vannes,  L'Orient    . 
293000  Metz 
221000  Nevers 
5  3000  Douai,  Lille,  Dune  hbre 
326000  Beauvais 
337000  Alencon 
900000  Paris 
514000  Arras 
523000  Clermont 
171000  Tarbes 
295000  Pau 
92000  Perpignan 
1 5000  Strafbourg 
269000  Colmar 
123000  St.  Etienne 
308000  Ville  affranchie  (Lyon) 
235000  Vefoul 
1-21000  Macon 
327000  Le  Mans 
398000  Verfailles 
412000  Rouen 
281000  Melun 
183000  Niort 

356000  Amiens,  Abbeville     . 
242000  Caftres 

235000  Port  de  la  Montagne  T 
114000  Avignon 
83000  Fontenai 


243000jPoitiers 
5  4000  Limoges 
25S000JEpinal 
26S000|Auxerre 
120000  Baftia 


270000 
450000 
240000 


Mons 
Gand 
'Liege 
190000  Namur 
620000  Bruxels 


53J0 

29  JO 
1 160O 
168^0 
75000 
58200 
29800 

4900 

6500 
25300 
63500 

°5t0 
24300 
28000 
i.o6ool 
2 3 300 j 
j  7  500 

$,500 

25700 

40200 

13800 

107500 

7300 
13200 

7 1 20®0 
JlOlO 

25300 

4600 

ioooo 

15800 

44500 

11300 

1:7000 

217000 

5800 

9500 

j  3800 

35000 

80000 

53°° 

8300 

68300 

8700 

4500 

27000 

7300 

17300 

91600 

3700 

9700 

8000 

30000 

70000 

60000 

40000 

150000I 


Total, 
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Name  and  climate.]  France  took  its  name  from  the  Franks,  or  Freemen,  a  Ger- 
man nation,  reftlefs  and  enterprifing,  who  conquered  the  Gauls,  the  ancient  inhabi- 
tants •,  and  the  Roman  force  not  being  able  to  reprefs  them,  they  were  permitted  to 
fettle  in  the  country  by  treaty.  By  its  fituation,  it  is  the  moft  compact  country  per- 
haps in  the  world,  and  well  fitted  for  every  purpofe,  both  of  power  and  commerce  •, 
and  fince  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  inhabitants  have  availed  them- 
felvesof  many  of  their  neutral  advantages.  The  air,  particularly  that  of  the  interior 
parts,  is,  in  general,  mild  and  wholefome.  Iu  the  northern  provinces,  however,  \he 
winters  are  more  intenlWly  cold. 

Soil  and  water.]  France  is  happy  in  an  excellent  foil,  which  produces  corn,  wine, 
oil.  and  almoft  every  luxury  of  life.  Some  of  ite  fruits  have  a  higher  flavour  than 
thofe  of  England,  but  neither  the  pafturage  nor  tillage  are  fupofed  to  be  equal.  The 
heats  in  manv  places  parch  the  ground,  and  deftroy  the  verdure. 

No  nation  is  better  fupplied  than  France  with  wholefome  fprings  and  water  ;  of 
which  the  inhabitants  make  exce'lent  ufe,  by  the  help  of  art  and  engines,  for  all  the 
convenienciesoflife.  Of  their  canals  and  mineral  waters  diftindt  notice  will  be  here- 
after taken. 

Mountains.]  The  chief  mountains  in  France,  or  its  borders,  are,  the  Alps,  which 
divide  France  from  Italy  ;  the  Pyrenees,  which  feparate  it  from  Spain  •,  Vauge,  which 
divides  Lorraine  from  Burgundy  and  Alface  ;  Mount  Jura,  which  divides  Franche 
Comte  from  Switzerland  ;  the  Cevennes,  in  the  province  of  Languedoc  •,  and  Mount 
P'Or,  in  the  province  of  Auvergne. 

Rivers  and  lakes.]  The  principal  rivers  in  France  are  the  Loire,  the  Rhone, 
the  Garonne,  and  the  Seine.  The  Loire  takes  its  courfe  north  and  north  weft,  beincr, 
with  all  its  windings,  from  its  fource  to  the  fea,  computed  to  run  about  five- hundred 
miles.  The  Rhone  flows,  on  the  fouth-weft,  to  Lyons,  and  then  runs  on  due  fouth, 
till  it  falls  into  the  Mediterranean.  The  Garonne  rifes  in  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  and 
has  a  communication  with  the  Mediterranean  by  meins  of  a  canal,  the  work  cf  Lewis 
XIV.  The  Seine,  foon  after  its  rife,  runs  to  the  north  weft,  vifiting  Troves,  Paris, 
and  Rouen,  in  its  way,  and  falls  into  the  Englifh  channel  at  Havre.  To  thefe  we  may 
add  the  Saone,  which  falls  into  the  Rhone  at  Lvons  •,  and  the  Charente,  which  rifes 
near  Havre  de  Grace,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  bay  of  Bifcay  at  Rochfort.  The 
Rhine,  which  rifes  in  Switzerland,  is  the  eaftern  boundary  between  France  and  Germa- 
ny, and  receives  the  Mofelle  and  the  Sarte  in  its  paflige.  The  Somme  runs  north-weft 
through  Picardy,  and  falls  into  the  Englifh  channel  below  Abbeville.  The  Var  rifes 
in  the  Alps,  and  runs  fouth,  dividing  France  from  Italy,  and  falls  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, weft  of  Nice.  The  Adour  runs  from  eaft  to  weft,  through  Gafcoigne,  and 
falls  into  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  below  Bayonne. 

The  vaft  advantage,  both  in  commerce  and  convenience,  which  arifes  to  France 
from  thofe  rivers,  is  wonderfully  improved  by  the  artificial  rivers  and  canals,  which 
arefome  fmall  counterprife  for  the  ambition,  and  the  deftructive  poligy  of  Lewis  XIV. 
The  canal  of  Languedoc  was  begun  in  the  year  1666,  and  completed  in  1680  :  it  was 
intended  for  a  communication  between  the  ocean  and  the  Mediterranean,  for  the 
fpeedier  paffage  of  the  French  fleet  ;  but  though  it  was  caried  on  at  an  immenfe  ex- 
penfe,  for  an  hundred  miles,  over  hills  and  valiies,  and  even  through  a  mountain  in 
one  place,  it  has  not  anfwered  the  end  in  view.  By  the  canal  of  Calais,  travellers 
eafily  pafs  by  water  from  thence  to  St.  Omer,  Graveline,  Dunkirk,  Ypres,  and  other 
places.  The  canal  of  Orleans  is  another  noSIe  work,  and  runs  a  courfe  of  eighteen 
leagues  to  the  immenfe  benefit  of  the  public.  France  abounds  with  other  canals  of  the 
like  kind,  which  render  her  inland  navigation  very  commodious  and  beneficial. 

Few  lakes  are  found  in  this  country.     There  is  one  at  the  top  of  a  hill  near  Alegre, 
which  the  vulgar  report  to  be  bottomlefs.  There  is  another  at  Iflbjre,  in  Auvergne  ; 
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and  one  at  La  Befle,  into  which,  if  a  ftone  be  thrown,  ft  caufes  a  noife  like  thunder. 

Mineral  waters,  and")       The  waters  of  Bareges,  which  lie  near  the  borders  of 

remarkable  springs.  J  Spain,  under  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  have,  of  late, been 
preferred  for  falubrity  to  all  others  in  France.  Thebeftjudges  think,  however,  that  the 
cures  performed  by  them,  are  more  owing  to  their  accidental  fuccefs,  with  fume  g  eat 
perfons,  and  the  drynefs  of  the  air  and  foil,  than  to  the  virtue  of  the  wafers.  1'he 
waters  of  Sultzbach  in  Alface,  are  faid  to  cure  the  palfy,  weak  nerves,  and  the  ftone. 
At  Bagueiis,  not  far  from  Bareges,  are  ftveral  whclefome  minerals  and  buhs,  to 
which  people  refort,  as  to  the  En  ilifh  baths,  in  fpring  and  autumn.  Forges,  in  j\or- 
mandy,  is  celebrated  tor  its  mineral  waters  •,  and  thofe  of  St.  Amand  cure  the  gravel 
and  obftru&ions.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  other  real  or  pretended 
mineral  wells  in  France,  as  well  as  many  remaikable  fprirgs  :  but  there  is  one  near 
Aigre,  in  Auvergne,  which  boils  violen'ly.  at  d  makes  a  noife  like  water  thrown  up- 
on lime  ;  it  has  little  or  no  tafte,  yet  pofTcifes  a  p.ifonous  quality,  and  the  birds  that 
d,  i  k  of  it  are  faid  to  die  iuftantly. 

Metals  and  minerals.]  Languedoc  is  reported  to  contain  veins  of  gold  and  Gi- 
ver. Alface  has  mines  of  filver  and  cepper,  but  they  ate  too  exper.five  to  be  wrought. 
Alabafter,  blrck  marble,  jafper  and  ccal,  a<e  found  ;n  rrany  parts  of  the  rrpublic. 
Bretagr.e  abounds  in  mines  of  iron,  copper,  tin,  and  lead.  At  Lavcrd  :u,  in  Commges, 
there  is  a  mi;  e  of  chalk.  At  Berry  there  is  a  m  ne  of  oker,  which  fcrves  for  melting' 
metals,  and  for  dying,  particularly  the  heft  drab  cloths  ;  and  ;n  the  province  of  .-input" 
are  feveral  quarries  of  fine  w,hite  ftone.  Some  ex. el iei  t  turquuifes,  the  only  gem  that 
France  produces,  are  fcund  in  Languedoc  ;  and  great  care  is  uken  to  keep  the  mines 
of  m  >.rble  and  ftee-ftone  open  all  over  trie  repn  »lic. 

Vegetable  and  animal  I'ro-"}       France  abounds   in  excellent   roofs,  and  in  all 

DucricNs  by  sea  and  land.  J  kinds  of  fa'onirg  and  lalLds  I  he  province  of 
Gafteiois  produces  great  quantities  of  faffron.  One  m  llion  fix  hundred  thoufand 
acres  are  laid  out  in  vineyards.  The  wines  of  Chanpajne,  Liurgunfy,  G  ifcony, 
Bourdeaux,  and  other  provinces  of  France,  are  univerfalK  kn  wn  They  differ  very 
fenfibly  in  their  tafte  and  properties,  yet  all  of  them  are  excellent,  particularly  thole 
of  Champagne,  Burgurdy,  Bour  !eaux,  Pontack,  H'-rmirage,  and  Froritiniac  ;  and 
there  are  tew  conftitutions,  be  they  ever  fo  valetudinary,  to  whirh  Tome  one  or 
other  of  them  is  not  adapted.  Oak,  elm,  afh,  and  other  timber,  common  in  England, 
are  found  in  France  ;  but  it  is  faid,  that  the  internal  parts  of  the  rcpu:  lie  begin  to 
ftel  the  want  of  fuel.  A  great  deal  ot  fa't  i*  made  at  Knee,  and  a.  out  Rochforr,  oil 
the  coaft  of  Saintoign.  Languedoc  produces  an  herb  called  kali,  which,  when  burnt, 
makes  excellent  barilla,  or  put-afhes.  i'runrs  and  capers  are  produced  at  B^urdeauxS 
and  near  Tculon. 

'1  he  animals  of  France,  wild  and  tame,  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  England,  of  which 
we  have  already  given  a  defcription.  Their  hories,  black  cattle,  and  (heep,  a, e 
hardly  equal  to  the  Enghfh  •,  nor  is  the  wool  of  their  ftieep  fo  fie  The  hair  and 
fkins  of  the  chamois,  or  mountain  goats,  are  very  valuable.  There  is  hardly  a.;y 
difference  between  the  marine  productions  of  Fra.  ce  and  thofe  of  F.ng'and. 

Forests,  vineyards,  &c.J  Among  the  chief  foreits  of  France,  ar^  thofe  of  Or- 
leans and  Fontainebleato.  i  hey  contain,  each,  about  fourteen  thoufand  acres  of  v\ood 
ot  various  kinds.  Near  Morchifmoir,  there  is  a  foreft  of  tall  ftra'ght  timber,  confin- 
ing of  four  thoufand  trees.  In  France,  wood  is  almoft  the  only  fuel,  fo  that  the 
annual  confumption  is  very  great.  The  marqyis  dc  Mirabeau  repiefcnts  the  forefts 
and  woodlands,  as  occupying  thirty  miilionr.  of  «rpents*.  But  Arthur  Young,  in 
his  late  travels   through  France,  quotes  another  Writer  who  reduces  them   to  eight  j 

•  Six  arpents  arc  equal  to  about  five  Englifh  acre*. 
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4nd  a  third,  who  ftates  them  at  only  fix   millions   ofarpents.    Mr.  Young  enters  into 
a  variety  of  calculations  toafcertain  the  quantity  of  timber  annually  confumed.      The 
refult  of  bis  enquiries  is,  that  the  territories  of   France  are   proportioned   as  follows, 
viz. 

Acres. 
Arable  lands,  ----__       70,000,000 

Vines,  -  -----_  5,000,000 

Woods,  -  -     19,850,000 

Meadows,  permanent  paflures,  fuch  as  do  not  produce  wood  ;  ? 

roads,  rivers,  ponds,  &c.         -  -     3     36>872,711 


Total  number  of  acres  in  France,  131,722,711 

The  annual  produce  of  the  woods  Mr.  Young  eftimates,  on  a  medium,  at  fTxteen 
fivres  ter  acre,  or  thirteen  millions  eight  hundred  and  ninety  five  thoufand,  three 
hundred  an  1  fixty  pounds  fterlhg.  By  this  account,  the  feventh  part  of  the  country 
confifts  of  foreft  land. 

The  extent  of  vineyards  appears  to  be  very  uncertain,  for  fome  authors  have 
computed  them  at  fixtsen  hundred  thoufand  arpents,  and  another  raifed  them  to 
eighteen  millions.  Mr.  Young  eftimates  them  at  five  millions  of  acres,  and  the  valus 
of  the  crops,  at  eight  hundred  and  feventy-five  millions  of  livres  per  annum. 
.  Population,  inhabitants,  man-"]  The  national  convention  caufed  an  eftimate 
ners,  and  customs.  J    to  be  takenof  the  number  of  people  in  France 

.  and  fome  of  its  new  acquisitions.  They  amount,  by  this  eftimate,  to  twenty-feven 
millions  two  hundred  and  fi;ty  three  thoufand.  The  number  of  people  has  gradu  ally 
augmented,  within  the  courfeof  the  prefent  century,  in  fpite  of  every  fort  of  bad  go- 
vernment. 

The  character  of  the  French  has  afforded  room  for  much  fpecuhtion.  It  was  are- 
maik,  among  the  ancient  Romans^  that  the  Gauls  were  morethan  men  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  bartle,  and  lefs  than  women  before  the  end  of  it.  But  this  diftinclion 
may  be  explained  without  having  recourfe  to  any  peculiarity  of  national  character. 
The  want  of  difcipli-e  among  the  Gauls,  accounts  equally  for  the  impetuofity  of 
their  firft  attacks,  and  the  facility  with  which  they  might,  in  the  fequel,  be  caft  into 
confufion,  by  the  fteady  valour  of  the  legionary  veterans.  That  the  Gauls  were  lefs 
than  women,  at  the  end  of  an  engagement,  may,  however,  be  contradicted  on  the 
evidence  of  Julius  Ca^far,  who,  in  defcribing  his  bartle  with  the  Nervians,  has  expref- 
fed  both  his  aftonifh  nent  and  alarm  at  their  d.fperate  contempt  of  death. 

The  manners  of  this  nation  have  changed  with  their  political  condition.  Under  the 
Roman  emperors,  Tacitus  defcribes  their  former  love  of  war  as  converted  into  the  m  ift 
profound  indolence  In  modern  ages,  we  fee  them  fully  delin.at  d  at  the  era  of  the 
reformation,  by  the  duke  of  Sully,  by  Davila,  ana  other  eminent  hiitorians  ;  and  it 
will  be  difficult  to  point  out  any  very  materi-d  pecuiiaritv  in  the  outline  of  their  dif- 
pofiu^-ns.  But,  under  Louis  the  fourteenth,  when  ttie  who'e  people  lunk  imo  abfo- 
J'ute  Haven  ,  their  minmr-  underwent  a  p  rrefp.jnde.n  revduuon.  From  an*:i  roydifts 
of  the  m  ;ft  violent  kind,  they  were  coiiver  ed  i:  to  abject  fycophants  ;  and  the  verfes 
of  fome  of  their  minent  p  eis,  in  this  end:  ot  the  lad  century,  forma  dura  »le  mo- 
nument of  natioml  fervility.  The  veneratior  paid  to  the  grand  monarch,  and  his  fa- 
mdy,  rtfembled  idolrarv  ;  n<  r  was  any  oc  er  fovere'gn  in  liurope  the  object  o*  fuch 
extravagant  and  defpicaide  flattery.  Their  enthuftafnr,  oo  this  head,  has  afforded 
much  r^om  both  for  amazc-ment  and  for  ndicue,  to  i^ighbou  ing  n  tions. 

The  government  w  s  wrong  in  its  fit  it  principles,  tor  the  rich  were  ev^ry  thing, 
and  the  (.oor  nothing.  The  latter,  in  general,  groa>.ed  under  the  moft  enormous  op- 
predion,   while  the  greater  part  of  the  former  funk   into  trie  moll  enervating  luxury. 
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Authors,in  attempting  to  defci  ibe  the  manners  of  the  Parifians  under  the  kingly  govern  - 
ment,  prefent  us  with  a  picture  of  fantaftical  levity,  of  effeminate  and  artificial  corruption 
which  had  no  counterpart  in  any  other  country  of  Europe.  This  account  does  not  depend 
on  the  credit  of  any  fingle  writer,  or  clafs  of  writers.  It  is  attefted  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  all  authors,  of  all  nations,  who  happened  to  handle  the  fubject.  In  Englifh, 
we  need  only  mention  Mr.  Sterne,  Dr.  Moore,  and  the  late  Dr.  Smollet.  They  were 
travellers  of  very  different  characters,  and  faw  through  different  mediums ;  yet  all 
agree  in  reprefenting  the  manners  of  the  fafhionable  Parifians  as  the  moft  ludicrous  and 
fantaftical.  To  be  grave  oh  trifles,  and  trifling  on  ferious  matters,  was  the  general 
character.  To  dance  attendance  upon  the  ladies  was  the  principal  employment  of  the 
men,  and  this  afftduity  fometimes  degenerated  into  a  familiarity,  which,  to  foreigners, 
appeared  grofs  and  difgufting.  A  more  minute  detail  would  be  rather  unfuitable  to 
the  plan  of  this  work,  and  could  not,  in  itfelf,  afford  any  materials  for  an  agreeably 
narrative. 

If,  from  the  accounts  of  foreign  writers,  we  turn  to  thofe  of  the  French  themfelves, 
the  profptct  becomes  infinitely  darker,  and  more  hideous.  Among  a  croud  of  other 
intelligent  and  philofophical  obfervers,  we  need  only  mention  Voltaire  and  Roufleau. 
The  mafs  of  circumftances  which  they  have  related,  and  which  they  cannot  be  fuppofed 
to  have  invented,  atteft,  in  the  moft  dreadful  colours,  the  depravity  of  the  government, 
the  degeneracy  of  the  higer  claffes,  and  the  degradation  of  a  great  part  of  the  people. 
Their  faults,  however,  were  rather  hurtful  to  themfelves,  than  directed  againft  their 
neighbours.  Rouffeau,  amidfts  all  his  invectives,  acknowedges  that  the  French  hated 
no  other  nation,  and  even  this  confelfion  argues  much  in  favour  of  the  goodnefs  of 
their  original  difpofitions.  Mr.  Hume  remarks,  that  the  hereditary  hatred  of  England 
towards  France  was  not  returned  by  a  fimilar  averfion  on  the  fide  of  the  latter.  Dr, 
Moore  alfo,  in  his  laft  publication,  obferves,  that  the  lower  orders  in  Paris  never  men- 
tion the  country  of  a  foreigner,  as  a  topic  of  reproach.  The  French  have  always  been 
remarkable  for  politenefs  and  good  humour,  and  very  few  nations  have  fubmitted 
with  fo  good  a  grace  to  the  ridicule  of  their  fatirifts. 

As  among  the  beft  defcriptions  of  Paris,  before  the  revolution,  may  be  recommend- 
ed Tablm  de  Paris,  and  Memoirs  of  the  year  two  thoufand  five  hundred.  It  is  irn- 
poflibie  to  read  thofe  two  performances  without  fome  degree  of  horror. 

The  prelent  revolution  has  deftroyed  not  merely  the  ancient  government,  but,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  former  manners  of  the  people.  For  the  laft  hundred  years,  the 
troops  of  France  were  at  leaft  not  very  eminent  for  their  prowefs  in  the  field.  The 
foldiers  ot  the  prefent  republic  are  asdiftinguifhable  from  the  mercenaries  who  fought 
under  the  banners  of  the  late  monarchy,  as  the  Mainotes  of  modern  Greece  are 
from  the  ancient  Spartans.  The  revolution  has  converted  the  French  into  a  nation 
of  heroes,  of  eftthufiafts,  and  of  conquerors.  The  military  tacticians  of  Germany,  and 
the  moft  intrepid  veterans  of  Britain,  fhrink  from  the  affault  of  an  inflexible 
heroifm,  which  defpifes  all  dangers  and  all  cor.fequences,  and  accepts  of  no 
medium  between  death  and  victory  •,  while  the  various  improvements,  which,  within 
the  laft  three  years,  they  have  introduced  into  the  art  of  war,  prove,  that,  as  men 
of  fcience  and  phi.'ofophy,  the  French  are  acquiring  an  equal  afcendency  over  the  reft  of 
Europe. 

Religion.]  The  eftablifhed  religion  in  France  before  the  prefent  revolution,  was 
the  Roman  catholic,  none  other  being  tolerated.  At  prefent,  there  is  eftabli/hed  the 
moft  unlimited  liberty  refpe^ting  religious  Opinions. 

Archbishoprics,  bishoprics,  &c  ]  In  the  whole  kingdom  there  were  feven- 
teen  archbiihops,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  bifhops,  feven  hundred  and  feventy 
abbies  for  men,  three  hundred  and  feventeen  abbies  and  priories  for  women,  befides 
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a  great  number  of  leffer  convents,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  comman^eties  of  the 
order  of  Malta.  A  propofal,  however,  has  been  made  during  the  prefcnt  revolution, 
for  fupprefling  all  the  religious  houfes,  fo  that  it  is  difficult  now  to  fay  any  thing  con- 
cerning them.  The  ecclefiaftics  of  all  forts  were  computed  at  near  two  hundred  thou- 
fand,  and  their  revenues  at  about  fix  millions  fterling.  The  king  had  the  power  of 
nominating  all  archbifhops,  bifhops,  abbots,  and  priors,  and  could  tax  the  clersy 
without  a  papal  licence  or  mandate.  Accordingly,  not  many  years  fince,  he  demand- 
ed the  twentieth  penny  of  the  clergy,  and,  to  afcertain  that,  required  them  to  deliver 
in  an  inventory  of  their  eftates  and  incomes  ;  to  avoid  which,  they  voluntarilv  made 
an  offer  of  the  annual  fum  of  twelve  millions  of  livres,  over  and  above  the  ufual  frez 
gift,  which  they  paid  every  five  years.  This  demand  was  often  repeated  in  time  of 
war. 

The  archbifhop  of  Lyons  was  count  and  primate  of  France.  The  archbifhop  of 
Sens  had  the  title  of  primate  of  France  and  Germany.  The  atchbifhop  of  Paris  was 
duke  and  peer  of  the  realm  ;  and  the  archbifhop  of  Rheims,  duke  and  peer,  and  le- 
gate of  the  holy  fee  ■,  but  as  all  titles  are  now  abolifhed,  fo  confequentiy  are  thofe  of 
thefe  church  dignitaries. 

Language]  Louis  %W.  encouraged  every  propofal  that  tended  to  the  purity  and 
perfection  of  the  French  language.  He  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  render  it  the  moil  uni- 
verfal  of  the  Hying  tongues  of  Europe  ;  and  his  court  and  nation  became  thereby  the 
fchool  of  arts,  fciences,  and  politenefs.  The  French  language,  at  prefcnt,  is  chiefly 
compofed  of  words  radically  derived  from  the  Latin,  with  many  German  derivatives 
introduced  by  the  Franks. 

The  Lord's  piayer  in  French  is  as  follows  ;  Notre  Pere  qui  es  aux  cieux,  ton  nom  foil 
fantlifie.  'Ton  regne  vienne.  Ta  volonte  foitfaitt  en  la  terre  comme  au  del.  Donne  nous 
attjourd'  bui  notre  painquotidien.  Pardbnne  nous  nos  offencez,  comme  nous  pardonmns  a  ^eux 
qui  nous  ont  offencez.  Jit  ne  nous  indui  point  en  tentation,  mais  nous  delivre  du  mal :  car  a 
tot  ejl  le  regne^  la  puiffance,  tf?  la  gloire  auxficcles  des  fiecles.     A  men. 

Learning  and  learned  men.]  No  country  in  Europe  has  produced  a  greater 
number  of  licerary  compositions  than  France,  and  they  are  more  univerfally  read  and 
admired,  than  thofe  of  any  other  modern  nation.  This  fuperior  popularity  has  arifen 
from  various  caufes.  France  is  fituated  in  the  centre  of  the  moft  fertile  and  populous 
regions  of  Europe,  and,  from  the  enterprifing  character  of  its  natives,  has  amort 
general  and  intimate  correfpondence  with  all  its  neighbours,  than  any  other  people 
have  with  all  of  theirs.  Every  government  in  chriftendom,  that  of  the  Britifh  iflands 
excepted,  has  numbers  of  Frenchmen  in  its  public  fervice  ;  and  the  whole  nation  are 
invariably  diftinguifhed  by  that  partiality  for  their  own  country,  which  is  frequently 
ridiculous,  but  never  contemptible.  In  almoft  everv  court  of  Europe,  excepting  that 
of  London,  the  French  tongue  is  generally  fpoken  ;  and  this  preference  was  of  itfelf 
fufficient  for  giving  an  univerfal  circulation  to  the  writings  of  its  authors. 

An  enquiry  into  the  more  early  periods  of  French  literature,  can  afford  but  little  fa- 
tisfa&ion.  The  French,  like  other  European  nations,  were,  for  many  centuries,  im- 
merfed  in  barbanfm.  Abelard,  fo  unfortunately  famous,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  fa- 
ther of  that  kind  of  jargon  which  was  entitled  the  learning  of  the  fchoolmen,  ana  which 
hath  long  fince  defervedly  funk  into  oblivion.  The  Memoirs  of  Philip  de  Comines, 
who  was  one  of  the  minifters  of  Louis  XI.  form  one  of  the  beft  books  that  had,  at 
that  period,  appeared  in  the  language.  In  point  of  time,  he  was  preceded,  and  in 
merit  he  was  far  excelled,  by  the  celebrated  FroinVt,  whofe  chronicle  commences 
with  the  acceflion  of  Edward  III.  and  ends  with  the  death  of  Rich-rd  II.  comprehend- 
ing a  period  of  feventy- three  years.  FroifTart  does  not  defcribe  a  march,  a  battle,  a 
fiege,  or  a  parfuit,  but  he  places  them  before  our  eyes  By  the  firft  ftroke  of  his  art- 
let's,  jet  magic  pen,  we  are  tranfported  into  the  tumult  of  action,  and  forward  to  i'urget 
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that  we  continue  in  the  clofet.  Froifiart  deferves  to  be  termed  the  Xenophon  of  his 
age.  Replete  with  materials,  it  is  true  that  he  has  inferted  a  multiplicity  of  particu- 
lars, which  are  no  longer  interefting  at  the'  diftance  of  four  centuries.  But,  where* 
ever  his  fubject  rifes  equal  to  his  abilities,  full  without  redundancy,  intelhgent  and 
instructive  without  oftentation,  he  charms  us  by  that  pathetic  fimp'icity  of  manner, 
thatmrnute  but  happy  felectionof  circumftances,  which  animatss  the  page  of  the  ad- 
mired Athenian. 

In  the  reign  of  Francis  the  firft,  there  arofe  a  number  of  editors  and  commenta- 
tors on  the  Greek  and  Roman  daffies,  and  this  may  be  called  the  twilight  of  French 
learning.  RabeJais  flourished  about  this  time,  and  his  celebrity  is  a  fevere  fatire  on 
the  common  fenfe  of  his  cotemporaries.  The  grofleft  buffoonery,  and  the  vileft  ob- 
fcenity,  are  the  chief  refources  which  he  employs  for  exciting  merriment.  Montaigne, 
who  was  fomewhat  later,  has  received  at  leaft  his  due  proportion  of  praife.  A  great 
part  of  his  obferyations  are  borrowed  from  the  ancients.  His  method  is  defultory, 
or  rather  he  has  no  method.  He  fpeaks  too  often  in  the  firft  perfon,  and  te'ls  much  of 
himfelf,  that  few  of  his  readers  wifh  to  hear. 

The  civil  wars  of  France  produced  a  multitude  of  hiftorians,  among  or  rather 
above  whom,  the  duke  of  Sully  fhines  with  diftinguifhed  luftre.  His  memoirs  form 
one  of  thofe  rare  and  valuable  works,  which  are  equally  adapted  to  intereft  every  clafs 
of  readers.  They  fet  before  us  the  moft  beautiful  picture  of  prudence  and  fidelity, 
that  the  world  has  perhaps  ever  feen.  Louis' the  fourteenth  was  himfelf  illiterate, 
for  his  education  is  faid  to  hive  been  neglected  though  the  jealoufy  of  cardinal 
Mazarine.  But  he  had  fufficient  natural  good  fenfe,  to  feel  and  regret  his  deficiencies. 
He  beftowed  pennons  on  many  learned  men,  to  the  extent  of  more  than  fifty  thou- 
fand  dollars  per  annum  ;  and  this  may  be  confidered  as  almoft  the  only  real  glory 
of  his  reign.  To  him  we  are  indebted  for  the  numerous  editions  of  Latin  authors, 
In  ufum  Delphi?}!,  and  though  thefe  are  not  always  performances  of  the  firft  rank,  they. 
are  valuable  and  ufcful.  In  tragic  poetry,  Corneiile  and  Racine  have  been  much' 
admired  by  the  French,  but  their  plays  are  little  adapted  to  the  tafle  of  an  Englifh 
reader,  who  has  previoufly  become  familiar  with  the  tempeftuous  rapidity  of  Shake- 
fpeare.  Moliere,  the  great  comic  poet,  copied  nature  with  more  exictnefs  thin  Cor- 
neiile or  Racine,  and  he  has  acquired  a  very  high  degree  of  reputation.  Fontaine 
wrote  fables  and  tales  ;  and  is  admired  for  an  inimitable  fimplicity  of  ftvle  ;  but  hi.s 
merriment  is  too  frequently  derived  from  a  trite  and  vulgar  fource,  which  it  is  need- 
Jefs  to  mention.  About  thirty  years  ago,  there  was  printed  at  London,  a  volume  en- 
titled Crazy  Tales,  or  Fables  for  grown  gentlemen,  written  by  Mr.  Hall.  This  poet,  as 
far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  has  a  clofer  refemblance  to  Fontaine  than  any  other  author 
in  the  Englifh  language.  His  verfes  bear  unufual  marks  of  original  genius,  and  cul- 
tivated tafte,  and  in  the  turn  ofh;s  ftyle,  he  feems  frequently  to  have  directed  the 
courf;  of  the  well  known  Peter  Pindnr.  Returning  from  this  fhortdigreirion,  we  fhill 
obferve  that  Boileau  is  the  moft  celebrated  'ntiric  poet  in  the  French  republic  of  letters  ; 
but  after  all,  it  muft  be  allowed,  rha;  he  falls  infinitely  fhort  or  Juvenal  or  B  .chanan. 
The  former  of  thtfe  two  poets  he  attempted  toimirate.  The  latter  heperhaps  includ- 
edi.i  a  ^ener-il  and  abfurd  condemnation  of  all  modern  writers  in  Latin  verf;. 

EofTret,  Bourdaloue,  Flechier  and  Mafhllon,  excelled  in  the  eloquence  of  the  pul- 
pit. As  an  hift  rian,  De  Thou  has  been  hignly  extolled  j  but  his  work  is  not  very 
frequently  real  The  Tclemachus  of  Fenelon  fatly  deferves  all  the  praife  which  it 
has  received.  It  is  c'liefly  a  concealed  fatire  on  the  ordinary  conduct  of  kings,  and 
Louis  the  fourteenth  had  penetration  enough  to  difcover  its  real  defign  ;  but  inftead 
cf  profiting  by  its  lcflons,  he  difgraccd  himfrlf  by  attempting  to  d  fgrace  its 
author.  Monteiquieu  has  been  celeb;  ated  to  a  degree  of  extravagance  j  buth.s  reput*- 
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tion  has  reached  its  zenith.     He  is  full  of  miftakes  in  point  of  fact  •,  and  in  his  reafon- 
ings,  he  is  too  fond  of  refinement. 

The  works  of  Voltaire  fill,  in  the  lad  edition,  ninety-three  volumes.  He  is  reputed 
to  be  the  greateft  poet  in  the  French  nation.  He  omitted  no  opportunity  of  holding 
up  to  ridicule  and  deteftation  every  fpecies  of  oppofition  and  defpotifm  •,  and  he  muft 
always  be  confidered  as  one  of  thofe  libera!  and  philofophical  writers,  whofe  produc- 
tions prepared  the  minds  of  Frenchmen,  for  the  destruction  of  the  baftile.  Like  o- 
ther  men,  he  had  numerous  imperfections  and  faults,  but  if  we  except  Lopez  de  Ve- 
ga, no  other  author  has  difcovered  fuch  an  inexhauftible  fecundity  of  original  compo- 
sition. 

Before  Newton  appeared  in  England,  Defcartes  was  the  greateft  philofopher  in 
modern  times.  He  firft  applied  algebra  to  the  folution  of  geometrical  problems,  which 
naturally  paved  the  way  to  the  analytical  difcoveries  of  Newton.  Many  eminent 
mathematicians  have  flourished  in  the  prefent  age,  particularly  Clairaut,  Bezout,  and 
D'Alembert  -,  the  latter  of  whom,  to  the  precifion  of  a  geometrician,  has  united  the 
talents  of  a  fine  Writer. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  the  French  have  rivalled  the  Englifh 
in  natural  philofophy.  Buffon  was  a  philofophical  painter  of  nature;  and,  under  this 
view,  his  nstural  hiftory  is  the  firft  work  of  its  kind. 

Their  painters,  Pouflin,  Le  Brun,  and  above  all  Le  Sueur,  did  honour  to  the  a^e 
of  Lewis  XIV.  France  has,  at  prefent,  none  who  can  be  compared  with  them  in  the 
more  noble  kinds  of  painting  ,  but  mr.  Greufe,  for  portraits  and  converfation  pieces, 
never  perhaps  was  excelled. 

Sculpture  is  in  general  better  underftood  in  France  than  in  moft  other  countries 
of  Europe.  Their  engravings  on  copper  plates  have  been  univerfally  and  juftly  cele- 
brated ;  but  fuch  a  liberal  patronage  has  been  affjrded  to  Englifh  artifts,  that  they 
are  now  thought  to  excel  their  ingenious  neighbours,  and  have  rivalled  them  alfo  in 
the  manfacture  of  the  paper  proper  for  fuch  impreflions.  Their  treatifes  on  fhip-build- 
ing  and  engineering  ftand  unrivalled  ;  but  in  the  practice  of  both,  they  have  been  out- 
done by  the  F-nglifh.  No  genius  has  hitherto  equalled  Vauban  in  the  theory  or  prac- 
tice of  fortification.  The  French  were  long  fuperior  to  the  Englifh  in  architecture  j 
though  the  latter  now  bid  far  to  furpafs  them  in  this  art. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  head  with  obferving,  that  the  French  have  now  new  mo- 
delled the   Encyclopedia,  or   General  Dictionary    of  Arts  and  Sciences,  which  was 
drawn  up  hy  the  moft  able  mafters  in  each  branch  of  literature,  under  the  direction  of 
meflieurs  D'Alembert  and  Diderot,  and  is  the  moft  complete  collection  of  human  ; 
knowledge  that  we  are  acquainted  with. 

Universities  and  public  colleges.]  Thefe  literary  inftitutions  fuftained  a  con- 
fiderable  lofs  by  the  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits,  who  made  the  languages,  arts,  and  fci- 
ences,  their  particular  ftudy,  and  taught  them  all  over  France.  It  is  not  within  the 
pl-n  of  this  work  to  defcribe  the  different  governments  and  conftitutions  of  every 
umverfity  or  public  college  in  France  ;  but  they  were  in  number  tweaty-eight,  as  fol- 
low •,  Aix,  Anglers,  Aries,  Avignon,  Befancon,  Bourdeaux,  Bourges,  Caen,  Cahors, 
1)61,  Douay,  La  Fleche,  Montauban,  Montpellier,  Nantes,  Orange,  Orleans,  Paris, 
Perpignan,  Poitiers,  Point  Moulon,  Richlieu,  Rheims,  SoifTons,  Strasbourg,  Tou- 
loufe,   Tournoife,  and  Valence      Several  of  them  have  been  fuppreffed. 

Academies]  There  are  eight  academies  in  Paris,  namely,  three  literary  ones,  the 
French  academy,  that  of  inscriptions,  and  that  of  the  fciences  ;  one  of  painting  and 
fculpture,  one  of  architecture,  and  three  for  riding  the  great  horfe,  and  other  mili- 
tary exercifes. 

Antiquities  and  curiosities,  ~>         Few  countries,  if  we  except  Italy,  can  boaft 
natural  and  artificial.      3      °f  mors   valuable  remains  of  antiquity  than 
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France.  Some  of  the  French  antiquities  belong  to  the  time  of  the  Celts,  and  confe-' 
quer.tly,  compared  to  them,  thofe  of  Rome  are  modern.  Father  Mabillon  has  g:ven 
us  a  moft  curious  account  of  the  fepulchres  of  their  kings,  which  have  been  difco- 
vered  fo  far  back  as  Pharamond  ;  and  forjie  of  them,  when  broke  open,  were  found 
to  contain  ornaments  and  jewels  ofvalus.  At  Rheims,  and  other  parts  of  France, 
are  to  be  feen  triumphal  arches  ;  but  the  moft  entire  is*at  Orange,  erected  on  account 
cf  the  victory  obtained  over  the  Cimbri  and  Teutones,  by  Caius  Marius  and  Lucta- 
tius  Catulus.  After  Gaul  was  reduced  fo  a  Reman  province.,  the  Romans  took  de- 
light in  adorning  it  with  magnificent  edifices,  both  civil  and  facred  ;  fome  of  which 
are  more  entire  than  any  to  be  met  with  in  Italy  itfelf.  ^he  ruins  of  an  amphitheatre 
are  to  be  found  in  Chalons,  and  likewife  at  Vienna.  Nifmes,  however,  exhibits  the 
moft  va'uable  remains  of  ancient  architecture  of  anyplace  h  France.  fne  famous 
Pont  du  Garde  was  raifed  in  the  Auguftan  age  by  the  Koman  colony  of  Nifmes,  to 
convey  a  ftream  of  water  between  two  mountains,  for  the  ufe  01  that  citv,  and  the 
building  is  frefh  to  this  day.  It  confifts  of  three  bridges,  or  tiers  of  arches,  one  a- 
btve  another  ;  the  height  is  one  hundred  and  kver.ty  .'our  feet,  anu  the  length  ex- 
tends to  feven  hundred  and  tweny -three.  T  he  moserns  are  indebted  far  th  s,  and 
many  other  ftupeadous  aqueducts,  to  the  ignorance  of  the  ancients,  that  all  ftre.>m& 
will,  when  confined  in  pipes,  rife  as  high  as  the  fountain  from  which  they  p  c-cecd. 
Many  other  ruins  of  antiquity  are  found  at  Nifmts  ;  but  the  chief,  are  the  temple 
of  Diana  ;  the  amphitheatre,  which  is  thought  to  be  the  fir-eft  end  moft  entire  of  the 
kind  of  any  in  Europe  •,  but  above  all,  the  houfe  erected  b\>  the  emperor  Adrian, 
called  the  Mai  Ion  Carree.  *  The  archi.ed.jre  and  fculpture  of  this  *>ui'  ling  are  fo  ex- 
quifitely  beautiful,  that  it  enchants  even  the  moft  ignorant  ;  and  it  is  ftill  entire, 
being  very  little  affected  either  by  the  ravages  of  time,  or  the  havoc  of  war.  At 
Paris,  in  La  Rue  de  la  Harpe,  may  be  {cen  tne  remains  of  a  p. lac?,  or  rberma?,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  built  by  the  emperor  Ju'ian,  a'-out  the  y.ai  356.  a'ter  the  tame 
model  as  the  baths  of  Dioclefian.  The  remains  of  this  3n;ient  edifice  confift  of  ma- 
ny arches,  and  within  them  a  large  fJoon.  It  is  fabricated  of  a  kind  of  maftic,  the 
compofition  of  which  is  not  now  known,  intermixed  with  fmall  fquare  pieces  of  free- 
ftone  and  bricks. 

At  Aries  in  Provence  is  an  obel'fk  of  oriental  granite,  fiftv  two  feet  high,  and 
feven  foet  in  diameter  at  the  bafe,  and  all  but  one  ftone.  Roman  temples  and  aqueducts 
are  frequent  in  France.  1  he  moft  remarkable  are  in  Burgundy  and  Guienne.  The  paf- 
fage  cut  through  the  middle  of  a  reck  near  Briancon  in  Dauphiny,  is  thought  to  be 
a  Roman  work,  if  not  of  greater  antiquity.  The  round  buckler  of  mafly  filver,  taken 
out  of  the  Rhone  in  1 665,  being  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  and  weighing  twenty- 
one  pounds,  containing  the-  ftory  of  Scipio's  continence,  is  thought  to  be  coeval 
with  that  general.  It  would  bs  endlefs  to  recount  the  different  monuments  of  anti- 
quity to  be  found  in  France,  particularly  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious. 

Cities  ,and  towns,]  Lille  in  French  Flinders,  is  thought  to  be  the  moft  regular 
and  ftrong'ft  fortification  in  Europe,  and  was  the  mafter-pkee  of  the  famous  Vauban. 
It  is  generally  garrifimed- with  above  ten  thoufand  reguiars  ■,  and  for  its  magnifi- 
cence and  elegance,  it  is  called  Little  Paris.  Its  manufactures  of  fi Ik, ''cambric,  and  ' 
camblets,  are  very  confiderable  ;  and  its  inhabitants  amount  to  about  one  hundred 
thoufand.  Every  reader  is  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Dunkirk, which  the  French 
were  obliged,  by  the  tr.aty  of  Utrecht,  to  demoliih  i  but  it  is  ftill  a  thorn  in  the  fide 
of  the  Englfh,-  by  being  a  harbour  for  their  fmugglers,  and  may  now,  by  an  article  in 
the  late  treaty  of  peace,  be  put  into  what  condition  the  French  mini-ftiy  may  pieafe. 
Ttie  reft  of  French  Flanders,  and  its  Netherlands,  abound  with  fortified  towns,  which 
carry  on  very  valuable  manufactures. 

t  he  capital  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  and  of  the  whole  republic,  is  Paris.  The  popula- 
tion of  Paris  does  not  exceed  dven  or  eight  hundred  thoufmd  peifons. 


FRANCE.  6£s- 

It  is  divided  into  three  parts  ;  the  city,  the  univerfitv,  and  that  which  wr.9  former- 
ly called  the  Town.  The  city  is  old  Pari*  •,  the  univerfitv  and  the  town  are  the  new. 
Paris  contains  more  works  of  public  munificence  than  utility.  Its  palaces  are  fhowy, 
and  fome  of  its  ftreets,  fquares,  hotels,  hofpitals,  and  churches  fuperbly  decorated 
with  a  profufion  of  paintings,  tapeftry,  images,  and  ftatues.  The  tapeftry  of  the  Go- 
belines*  is  unequalled  for  beauty  and  richnefs.  The  Louvre  is  a  building  that  does 
honour  to  architecture.  The  Thuilleries,  the  palace  of  Orleans,  or,  as  it  is  called, 
Luxembourg,  where  a  valuable  colle&ion  of  paintings  are  fhown,  the  ro)al  palace, 
the  late  king's  library,  the  guild-hall,  and  the  hofpital  for  the  invalids,  are  fuperb  to 
the  higheft  degree.  Paris  i&faid  to  be  fifteen  miles  in  circumference.  The  hotels  of 
the  late  French  noblefTe  at  Paris  took  up  a  great  deal  of  room  with  their  court  yard, 
anu  gardens  •,  and  fo  did  the  convents  and  churches.  The  ftreets  are  very  narrow, 
ard  the  heufes  very  high,  many  of  them  feven  ftories  The  houfes  are  built  of  ftone. 
They  pentraliy  contain  a  different  family  on  every  floor.  The  river  Seine,  which 
runs  thriugh  the  cemre  of  the  city,  is  too  far  from  the  fea  for  the  purpofes  of  na- 
vigation, and  is  furr.ifhed  with  boats  only  for  the  purpofe  of  pafiing  from  one  fide 
of  the  river  to  the  other,  in  places  diftant  from  the  bridges.  1  he  ftreets  of  Paris  are 
generally  crowded,  particularly  with  coaches.  The  glittering  carriages  that  dazzled 
the  eyes  of  Grangers  were  moftlv  common  hacks,  hired  by  the  day  or  week  to  the 
rrmernus  foreigners  who  vifited  that  city  •,  and  in  truth,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
tra  je  of  Paris  arofe  from  the  conftant  fucceifion  of  ftrangers  that  arrived  daily  from 
eVerv  nation  and  quarter  of  the  globe.  This  afcendency  over  other  nations  was  un- 
doubtedly owing  to  the  reputation  of  their  language,  their  politenefs  and  magnifi- 
cence, their  libiaries,  and  collections  of  paintings,  that  are  open  to  the  public  •,  the 
cheapnefs  of  prcvifions,  excellency  of  the  French  wines,  and  abo^e  all,  the  purity 
of  the  a:r  and  climate  in  Fiance.  With  all  thefe  advantages,  Paris,  in  general,  will 
not  bear  a  compaiifon  with  London,  in  the  efTential  circumftances  of  a  thriving 
foreign  and  domeftic  trade,  the  cleanlinefs  of  its  ftreets,  the  elegance  of  its  houfes, 
efpeciallv  within  ;  the  plenty  of  water,  and  that  of  a  better  quality  than  the  Seine, 
which  it  is  faid  difagrees  with  ftrangers,  as  do  likewifc  the  French  fmall  wines.  In 
the  I  oufes  of  Psris,  mcft  of  the  floors  are  of  brick,  and  have  no  other  kind  of  clean, 
ing  than  that  of  being  fprinkled  with  water,  and  fwept  once  a  day.  Thefe  brick  floors, 
the  ftone  ftairs,  the  want  of  wainfcottiflg  in  the  rooms,  and  the  thick  party- walls  of 
ftone,  are,  however,  good  prefervatives  againft  fire,  which  feldom  does  anv  great  da- 
ma^e  in  this  city.  Inftead  of  wainfcotting,  the  walls  are  covered  with  tapeftry  or 
dan  afk.  The  beds  in  general  are  very  good,  and  well  ornamented  with  tetters  and 
curtains  ;  but  bugs  are  here  a  moft  intolerable  nuifance,  which  frequently  oblige 
ftrangers  to  fleep  on  the  floor,  during  the  heat  of  the  furrmer.  '  1  he  fhop  keepers 
and  tradesmen  feldom  make  their  appearance  before  dinner  in  any  other  than  a  morn- 
ing ditfs.  lhere  is  a  remarkable  contraft  between  this  clafs  of  people  and  thofe  of  the 
fame  rank  in  London.  In  Paris,  the  women  pack  up  parcels,  enter  the  orders,  and  do 
moft  of  the  drudgery-  bufinefs  of  the  fhop,  while  the  hufband  loiters  about,  talks  of 
the  great,  of  fafhions  and  diverfions-f-,  and  the  invincible  force  of  the  French  armi  s. 
The  fplendor  of  the  grand  monarque  ufed  alfo  to  be  with  them  a  favourite  topic  of 
cohverfa*ion.  previous  to  the  change  in  their  political  fyftem.  The  Parifnns,  and  the 
natives  of  Fiance  in  general,  are  remaikably  temperate  in  their  living;  a^d  to  be 
intoxicated  with  liquor  is  confidered  as  infamous.      Bread,  and  all  manner  of  butch- 

*  One  Goblei,  a  noted  dyer  at  Rhems,  was       ever  fince  ;  and  here  Colbert,  about  the  year  ' 
the  fiift  who  fettled  in  this  place,  in  the  reign  of       1667,  eftabliihed  that  valuable  manufactory. 
Francis  I.  and  the  houfe  has  retained  his  name 

f  This  above  difcription  muft  be  underftood  as  applying  to  Paris  under  the  late  government.  - 
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er's  meat  and  poultry,  are  extremely  good  in  Paris  •,  the  beef  is  excellent  ;  the  wine 
they  generally  drink  is  a  very  thin  kind  of  Burgundy.  The  common  people,  in  the 
fummer  feafon,  live  chiefly  on  bread,  butter,  grapes,  and  fmall  wine.  The  Pari  Mans 
fcarcely  know  the  ufe  of  tea,  but  they  have  coffee  in  plenty.  The  police  of  Paris 
was  formerly  fo  well  attended  to,  that  quarrels,  accidents,  or  felonies,  fcldom  hap- 
pened ;  and  ftrangers,  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  let  their  appearance  be  ever 
fo  uncommon,  met  with  the  moft  polite  treatment.  The  ftreets  were  patrolled  at 
night  by  horfe  and  foot,  fo  judicioufly  ftationed,  that  offenders  hardly  could  efcape 
their  vigilance.  They  likewife  vifited  the  publicans  precifely  at  the  hour  of  twelve 
at  night,  to  fee  that  the  company  were  gone  •,  for  in  Paris,  no  liquor  could  be  had  af- 
ter that  time.  The  public  roads  in  France  were  under  the  fame  excellent  regulation  ; 
which,  with  the  torture  of  the  rack,  which  was  ufed  till  of  late,  prevented  robberies  ; 
but  when  robberies  did  happen,  they  were  generally  attended  with  the  death  of  the 
unfortunate  traveller. 

The  environs  of  faris  are  very  pleafant,  and  contain  a  number  of  fine  feats,  fmall 
towns  and  villages  ;  fome  of  them,  being  fcattered  on  the  edges  of  lofty  mountains 
rifing  from  the  Seine,  are  remarkably  delightful. 

The  palace  of  Verfailles,  which  ftands  twelve  miles  from  Paris,  though  magnificent 
and  expenfive  beyond  conception,  and  adorned  with  all  that  art  can  furnifh,  is  pro- 
perly a  collection  of  buildings,  each  of  exquifite  architecture,  but  not  forming  a  whole, 
agreeable  to  the  grand  andfublimeof  that  art.  The  gardens,  and  water  works,  which 
are  fupplied  by  means  of  prodigious  engines  acrofs  the  Seine  at  Marli,  about  three  miles 
diftant,  are  highly  worthy  of  a  ftranger's  attention.  Trianon,  Marli,  St.  Germain  en 
Laye,  Moudon,  and  other  palaces,  were  laid  out  with  t.ifte  and  judgment ;  each  had  its 
peculiar  beauties  for  the  entertainment  and  amufement  of  a  luxurious  court,  but  fome 
of  them  were  in  a  forry  condition,   both  as  to  repairs  and  cleanlinefs. 

Breft  is  a  fmall,  but  very  ftrong  town,  upon  the  Englifh  channel,  with  a  moft  fpa- 
cious  and  ftrongly  fortified  road  and  harbour,  the  baft  and  fafeft  in  the  republic  ;  yet 
its  entrance  is  difficult,  by  reafon  of  many  rocks  lying  under  water.  At  Breft  is  a  court 
of  admiralty,  and  academy  for  fea  affairs,  docks,  and  magazines  for  all  kinds  of  naval 
ftores,  rope  yards,  ftore-houfes,  &c.  infomuch,  that  it  may  now  be  termed  th  ecapital 
receptacle  for  the  navy  of  France,  and  it  is  admirably  well  adapted  for  that  end. 

Lewis  XIV  rendered  Tou  on,  from  a  pitiful  village,  a  fea  port  of  great  importance. 
He  fortified  both  the  town  and  harbour,  for  the  reception  and  protection  of  the  royal 
navy.  Its  old  and  its  new  harbour  lie  contiguous  •,  and  by  means  of  a  canal,  fhips  pafs 
from  one  to  the  other,  both  of  them  having  an  outlet  into  the  fpacious  outer  harbour. 
Its  arfenal,  eftablifhed  alfo  by  that  king,  has  a  particular  ftore-houfe  for  each  fhip  of 
war;  its  guns,  cordage,  &c.  being  feparately  laid  up.  Here  are  fpacious  workfhops  for 
blackfmiths,  joiners,  carpenters,  lockfmiths,  carvers,  Sec.  Its  rope-walk,  offtone,  is 
three  hundred  and  twenty  fathoms  in  length,  with  three  arched  walks  Its  general 
magazine  fupples  whatever  may  be  wanting  in  the  particular  ftorehoufes,  and  contains 
an  immenfe  quantity  ofall  kinds  o-f  ftores,  difpofed  in  the  greateft  order. 

Commerce  and  manufactures.]  Next  to  Henry  IV.  Colbert,  minifter  to  Lewis 
XIV.  m  y  be  called  the  father  of  French  commerce  and  manufactures.  Under  him, 
there  was  a  great  appearance  that  France  would  make  as  illuftrious  a  figure  as  a  trad- 
ing, as  (he  did  then  as  a  wariike  people  ;  but  the  monarchical  fyftem  of  war  and  con- 
q'j:it,  Wafted  rhe  bloflbms  of  domeftic  induftry.  By  her  fituation,  by  the  turn  of  her 
inhabitants  for  certain  manufactures,  and  the  happinefs  of  her  foil,  me  muft  be  always 
pofteffed  of  great  inland  arid  external  trade,  which  enriches  her,  and  makes  her 
the  m  ft  refpectable  power  upon  the  continent  of  Europe.  Her  natural  commodities 
!  ave  al.e  .dy  been  enumerated  ■,  to  which  may  be  added,  her  manufactures  of  falt-petre^, 
fi.k-,  embroidery,  filver,  f.ufls,  tapeftry  cambrics,  lawns,  fine  laces,  fine  ferges  and 
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ftuffs,  velvets,  brocades,  paper,  brandy,  which  is  diftilled  from  wine,  a  prodigious  va-i 
riety  of  toys,  and  other  articles  ;  many  of  which  are  fmuggled  into  Britain,  and  paid 
fo.-  in  ready   money. 

The  filk  manufacture  was  introduced  into  France  fo  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 
and  in  the  age  of  his  grandfon  Lewis  XIV.  the  city  of  Tours  alone  employed  eight 
thoufand  looms,  and  eight  hundred  mills.  The  city  of  Lyons  then  employed  eighteen 
thoufand  looms  ;  but  after  the  impolitic  and  unjuft  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,- 
the  expulfion  of  the  proteftants,  and  the  ruinous  wars  maintained  by  France;  they  de- 
creafed  to  four  thoufand  •,  and  their  filk  manufacture  is  now  rivalled  by  that  of  Eng- 
land, where  the  French  proteftams  took,  refuge,  and  were  encouraged.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  French  woollen  cloths  and  {tuffs,  more  efpecially  at  Abbeville,  are  faid  to 
be  now  little  inferior  to  thofe  of  England  and  Holland.  France  was  a  gainer  by  her 
ceffion  of  Canada  aid  pa;t  of  Louifiina  at  the  peace  of  1763.  But  the  moft  valuable 
part  of  Hifpaniola,  in  the  Weft- Indies,  which  me  poflefles,  is  a  moft  improveable  ac- 
quiiifion,  and  -he  moft  valuable  of  her  foreign  colonies.  In  the  Weft-  Indies,  fhe 
likew  ife  poflefTes  the  fugar  iflands  of  Gaudaloupe,  St.  Lucia,  Tobago,  Defeada,  and 
Mwrigalante. 

The  French  pofieilions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  are  not  very  confiderable  ;  though,  had 
their  genius  been  more  turned  for  commerce  than  war,  they  might  have  engrofled 
more  territory  and  revenues  than  are  now  in  pofleflion  of  the  Englifh  ;  but  they  over- 
rated both  their  own  power  and  their  courage,  and  their  Eaft  India  company  never 
did  mu  h  '«  It  prefent,  (fays  Mr  Anderfon)  her  land  trade  to  Switzerland  and  Italy 
isoy  way  of  Lions—  To  Germany,  through  Metz  and  Strafburg— To  the  Nether- 
lands, through  Lifli  — fo  Spain  (a  moft  profitable  one)  through  Bayonne  and  Per- 
pignan.  As  tor  her  naval  commerce,  her  ports  in  the  channel,  and  on  the  weftern 
ocean,  are  frequented  by  all  the  trading  nations  in  Europe,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
France,  more  efpecially  refpecting  what  is  carried  on  with  England,  Holland,  and 
Italy.  The  trade  from  her  Mediterranean  ports,  more  particularly  from  Marfeilles, 
with  Turk<-v  and  Africa,  has  long  been  very  confiderable.  The  negro  trade  from 
Guinea  fupplies  her  fugar  colonies,  befides  the  gold,  ivory  and  drugs  got  irom  thence.". 
Thefe  remark*  were  made  before  the  revolution. 

In  1789,  France  was  in  the  zenith  of  her  commerce.  Favoured  by  Spain,  and  dread- 
ed by  nuft  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  her  fleets  covered  ths  ocean  ;  but  fhe  truf- 
ted  too  muvh  to  her  own  felf  importance  Cardinal  de  Fieury,  who  then  directed  her 
affairs,  took  no  cam  to  protect  her  trade  bv  proper  naval  armaments  ;  Co  that  the  grea- 
ter k  was,  it  became  the  mere  valuable  prey  to  the  Englifh  when  war  broke  out. 
One  great  dif  idvarrae^  to  fhe  commerce  of  France,  before  the  revolution,  was,  that 
the  profeflion  of  a  rre'-han' was  nor  fo  honourable  as  in  F.ng'and,  and  fome  of  the 
countries  ;  Co  that  the  French  nobiii.y  thought  it  below  them.  A  great  number  of  the 
cicies  of  France  had  ',he  privilege  of  coinage,  and  each  of  them  a  particular  mirk  to 
difttngu  fh  their  refpective  pieces  ;  which  mull  have  been  very  embkyafling,  efpecially 
to  ftr-mgers. 

Public  trading  iompames.]  Tve  inftitution  of  public  trading  companies  to  Canada 
or  New-Fiance  an  i  the  Eaft  and  Wtft  Indies,  formerly  coif  tne  French  government 
j  me  fe  funis  ;  but  we  know  none  of  them  now  fubfifting  :  their  Weft- India  trade 
js,  (1  iJJ    very  confi  ierable,  efpecially  in  fugar. 

Constitution  and  GOVERNMENT.]  In  fpeaking  upon  this  article,  wemuft  rather 
<ccr.fi. ;e  ourfelve*  t  1  a  biftory  of  the  p-Ut  eonftitu.un  and  government  of  this  republic, 
than  prefume  to  give  any  circumit  mtial  acount  of  them  at  prefent.  The  late  chafes 
have  been  great  and  remarkable,  and  matters  are  far  from  being  fett'ed. 

Th<    ancient  government  ot  France  was  a  feudal  ariftyency.     The   long,  wars- 
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with  England  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  employing  a  ftanding  army  ;  and  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  VII.    a  body  of  twenty  five  thoufand  men  were  according- 
ly raifed.    By  degrees,  and   by  the  medium  of  this  inftrument,    Lewis  XI.    cpn>- 
verted  the  monarchy  into  an  abfolute  defpotifm.     In  the  fucceeding  reign,  the  nobili*. 
ty  refumed  their  influence,  and  during  the  civil  wars  of  France,  in  the  Sixteenth  cen- 
tury, maintained  a  considerable  independence  of  the  crown.    The  ftates  general  appear 
to  have  been  very  feldom  afTembled.    They  met  once  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  IV, 
and  Sully  fpeaks  of  their  character  and  proceedings  with  very  great  contempt.     They 
knew  no  more  of  the  bufinefs  of  legiflation,  than  fo  many  recruits  do  of  military  dis- 
cipline, before  they  have  learned  their  manual   exercife.    But  experience  would  foort 
have  made  them  familiar  with  this  employment.     The  only  other  time  of  their  being 
called  together  till  the  year  1789,  was  in  16x7,  when  they  were  convoked,  but  to  ve- 
ry little  purpofe.    Cardinal   Richlieu  finally  annihilated  the  military  power,  though 
not  the  civil  privileges  and  influence,  of  the  French  nobility.    He  paved  the  way  for 
thegreatnefs,  as  it  has  been  called,  of  Louis  MV.  From  the  time  when  the  latter  afc. 
fumed  the  reigns  of  government,  till  the  beginning  of  the  late  revolution,    France 
had  by  far  the  moft  firmly  eftablifhed  government,    in  Europe.     The  king  poflVfTed 
almoft  unlimited  authority,  which  refted  on  the  fureft  of  all   foundations,  theenthu- 
fiaftic  attachment  of  the  people.    It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  fay,  as  has  been   frequently 
done,  fince  the  prefent  changes,  that  the  French  had,  for  tenturies,  been  diftinguifhed 
byrefpecT:  to  their  fovereigns.     The  uncommon  veneration  for  royalty  commenced 
with  the  grandeur  of  Louis  XIV. 

A  parliament  of  France  had  no  analogy  with  that  of  Britain.  It  was  originally 
inftituted  to  ferve  as  a  kind  of  law  afliftant  to  the  afTembly  of  the  ftates,  which  was 
compofed  of  the  great  peers  and  landholders  of  the  kingdom  j  and  ever  fince  it  con- 
tinued to  be  a  law,  and,  at  laft,  a  money  court  ;  and  the  members  had  the  courage, 
of  late,  to  claim  a  kind  of  negative  on  the  royal  edidts,  which  they  affirmed  could  be 
of  no  validity  till  registered  by  them.  The  kings  often  tried  to  invalidate  their  acts 
and  to  intimidate  themfelves  ;  but  never  ventured  to  inflict  any  farther  punifhmenfc, 
than  a  flight  exile  or  imprifonment. 

France  was  divided  into  thirty  governments,  over  each  of  which  was  appointed 
a  king's  lieutenant  general,  a  fuperintendant,  who  pretty  much  refembled  the  lord- 
lieutenants  in  England,  but  his  executive  powers  were  far  more  extenfive.  Distribu- 
tive juftice  in  France  was  adminiftered  bv  parliaments,  chambers  of  accounts,  courts 
of  aid,  prefidial  courts,  generalities,  elections,  and  other  courts.  The  parliaments 
were  in  number  fifteen  ;  thofe  of  Paris,  Touloufe,  Rouen,  Grenoble,  Bourdeaux, 
Dijon,  Aix,  Rhe:ms,  Pau,  Metz,  Befancon.  Douay,  Perpignan,  Colmar,  and  Arras. 
Several  ofthefe  pailiaments,  however,  united  in  one.  The  parliament  of  Paris  was 
the  chief,  and  took  the  lead  in  all  national  bufinefs.  it  was  divided  into  ten  chambers. 
The  grand  chamber  was  appropriated  chiefly  fur  the  trial  of  peers.  The  Tournelle 
Civik  judged  in  all  matters  of  property  of  the  value  of  one  thoufand  livres.  The  Four*. 
relic  Criminelle  received  and  decided  appeals  from  inferior  courts  in  criminal  cafes, 
Befides  thefe  thiee  capita.!  chambers,  there  were  five  of  requefts,  for  receiving  the  de- 
positions of  w;ir.efle>  and  determine  caufes,  pretty  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  bills 
g,nd  anfwers  in  chancery  and  'hetxrhequer  in  England. 

The  next  ct  -in  t  of  judicature  in  France  was,  the  chamber  of  accounts  ;  where  all 
matters  of  public  finances  were  examined,  treaties  of  peace  and  grants  regiftered, 
and  the  yaflalages  due  from  the  royal  fi.-fs  received.  The  chambers  were  in  number, 
twelve,  and  held  in  the  cii.es  of  Paris,  Rouen,  Dijon,  Nantes,  Montpelier;  Grenoble, 
Aix,  Pau   B'ois,  Lif!;,  and  Dole. 

'i  he  third  court  of  judicature  was  the  court  of  aid,  where  all  matters  that  rekte  to 
the  puj  al  revenue,  and  failing  of  money,  were  determined. 
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The  next  courts  were  the  generalities,  which  proportioned  the  taxes  to  be  raifed  in 
their  diftricts,  according  to  the  fum  appointed  to  be  levied.  They  likewife  took  cog- 
nizance of  matters  relating  to  to  the  crown-lands,  and  certain  branches  of  the  revenue. 
Thefe  courts  were  in  number  twenty  three,  each  confiding  of  twenty-three  perfons  j 
and  they  were  diftributed  over  the  kingdom  for  the  more  convenient  difpatch  of  bu- 
pnefi. 

Subject  to  thefe  generalities,  were  the  courts  of  elections,  which  fettled  the  {mailer 
proportion  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by  parifhes  and  inferior  diftricts,  and  how  much  each 
individual  in  them  was  to  pay.  This  was  done  by  a  collector,  who  returned  the 
afleflmentto  the  court  of  generalities.  Befides  the  above  courts,  the  French  had  in- 
lendants  of  Juftice,  police,  and  finances. 

Many  of  the  taxes  and  revenues  in  France,  were  let  out  for  a  time  to  farmers-ge* 
neral,  whofe  underlings  made  no  fcruple  of  fleecing  the  people  moft  unmercifully. 

Since  the  nation  began  to  aflert  its  freedom,  two  constitutions  have  been  fucceffivc' 
ly  framed  and  ratified.  The  firft  one  by  the  national  aflembly,  and  prefented  to  the 
king,  on  the  3d  of  September,  179  1.  The  fecond  was  agreed  to  by  the  convention  on 
the  23d  of  June,  1793.  We  fhall  attempt  to  give  a  fketch  of  fome  of  the  principal 
claufes  in  each  of  them. 

By  the  former,  the  national  aflembly  declares,  that  a  there  is  no  longer  any  nobili- 
"  ty,  nor  peerage,  nor  hereditary  diftinctions,  nor  difference  of  orders,  nor  feudal  go- 
**  vernment,  nor  patrimonial  jurifdiction,  nor  any  of  the  titles,  denominations,  and 
"  prerogatives,  which  are  derived  from  them  ;  nor  any  of  the  orders  of  chivalry,  cor- 
*'porations,  or  decorations,  for  which  proofs  of  nobility  were  required ;  nor  any  kind 
"  of fuperiority,  but  that  of  public  functionaries,-  in  the  exercife  of  their  functions. 
f*  No  public  office  is  henceforth  hereditary,  or  purchafeable.  No  part  of  the  nation, 
••  nor  any  individual,  can  henceforth  poflefs  any  privilege  or  exception  from  the  com- 
•*  mon  rights  of  all  Frenchmen.  There  are  no  more  wardenfhips  or  corporations  in 
"  profeflions,  arts,  or  trades.  The  law  recognizes  no  longer  any  religious  vows."  We 
give  this  paflage  in  the  exact  words  of  the  inftrument  itfelf,  as  afpecimen  of  the  com- 
prehenfive  brevity  and  perfpicuity  of  its  ftile. 

Property,  deftined  to  the  expenfe  of  worfhip,  and  to  all  fervices  of  public  utility, 
belongs  to  the  nation,  and  fhall  at  all  times  be  at  his  difpofal.  This  claufe  was  aimed 
at  eclefiaftical  property,  which  had  been  loofely  computed  as  worth  fix  millions  fterling 
per  annum.  The  regal  and  eclefiaftical  plunder,  feized  by  the  nation,  is  efteemed  at 
four  thoufand  millions  oflivres,  which,  at  five  livres  to  the  dollar,  is  eight  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  Citizens  are  to  have  the  right  of  choofing  their  own  clergymen, 
and  there  is  eftablifhed,   or  implied,  an  univerfal  right  of  confeienee. 

The  kingdom  is  divided  into  eighty-three  departments  ;  every  department  into  dif- 
tricts ,  and  each  diftrict  into  cantons.  The  conftitution  is  reprefentative.  The  repre- 
fentatives are  the  legiflitive  body,  and  the  king.  The  national  aflembly  confifts  of  one 
chamber  only,  is  elected  once  every  two  years,  and  cannot  be  diflblved  by  the  king. 
The  reprefentatives  for  the  eighty  three  departments,  are  feven hundred  and  forty-five, 
independent  of  thofe  that  may  be  granted  to  the  colonies.  They  are  diftributed  among 
the  department0,  according  to  their  three  porportions  of  territory,  of  population,  and  of 
direel  contribution.  Two  hundred  and  forty  fevenare  attached  to  the  territory.  Of  thefe, 
each  department  names  three,  except  that  of  Paris,  which  names  only  one.  Two  hun- 
dred ana  forty- nine  reprefentatives  are  attached  to  the  population,  and  as  many  to 
the  direct  contribution.  For  this  purpofe,  the  total  mafs  or  active  population,  is  di» 
vided  into  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  parts  •,  and  each  department  nominates  as  ma- 
n  <\  embers  as  it  contains  parts  of  the  population  The  fum  total  of  the  direct  contri- 
bution, is  a!fo  divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty  nine  parts  ;  and  each  department 
nominates,  as  many  deputies  as  it  pays  parts  of  the  contributijn.  Every  citizen  of  ths 
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age  of  twenty  five  years,  is,  under  certain"  fpecified  rcftriclions,  entitled  to  vote  In3 
the  primary  afl'emblies  of  the  people,  for  an  elector.  7  he  electors  choofe  the  deputies. 
The  powers  of  the  king  occupied  afeparate  chapter  in  this  very  fhort  Jived  conftitu- 
tion.  His  office  was  to  be  worth  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
Jing,  or  between  five  and  fix  millions  of  dollars  per  annum  -,  though  the  fum  is  nor 
fpecified  in  this  political  ephemeron.  The  exercife  of  the  legiflative  and  executive 
powers  is  likewife  defined  at  great  length. 

By  the  fecond  conftitution,  France  is  declared  to  be  a  Republic.  The  people,  for 
the  exercife  of  fovereignty,  are  divided  into  primary  afl'emblies  of  cantons.  "Every 
man  born  and  refident  in  France,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  complete,  every 
foreigner  aged  twenty-one  years  complete,  who  has  refided  a  year  in  France,  whe- 
lks acquired  property,  married  a  French  wonun,  adopted  a  child,  maintained  an 
aged  perfon  ;  in  fhort,  e^try  foreigner  who  fh.il  be  judged  bv  the  legiflative  bodv,to> 
have  deferved  well,  by  his  humanity,  fhall  be  admitted  'o  exercife  th<-  rights  of  a  French 
citizen"  The  people  fhr.ll  immdiately  name  the  deputies,  without  the  intervention- 
of  electoral  aflembiies.  This  nuikes  amaterial  difference  frm  the  conftitution  of  >79l.- 
The  people  nominate  elects  for  the  choice  of  adminift  ators.  publ  c  arbitrators,  cri- 
minal judges  and  judges  of  appeal.  By  another  article,  t  e.  are  to  deliberate  on  laws. 
Population  is  declared  to  he  the  fole  bafis  of  reprefentation.  There  is  one  uputy  for 
every  forty  thoufand  individuals.  Each  re  union  ot  prima  y  afllmnli.-s,  r^fu'ting  front 
a  population  of  from  thirty- nine  to  forty  one  thoufand  fouis,  nominUtei  directly  ore 
deputy.  The  legiflative  body  is  chofen  for  a  year.  It  meets  on  the  fiift  of  July.  The" 
aflcmbly  cannot  be  tonftituted,  unlefs  it  confirts  of  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  e- 
puties.  The  fittings  are  public.  Its  minutes  are  printed.  It  cannot  deliberate  unlefi 
two  hundred  members,  at  lcaft,  are  pr^fent. 

There  is  alfo  to  be  an  executive  council,  compofed  of  twenty  four  members.  The? 
electoral  aflcmbly  of  each  department  nominates  one  candidate.  The  legiflative  body 
choofes  the  members  from  the  general  lift.  One  half  of  this  council  is  renewed  by  each' 
legiflature,  in  the  laft  month  of  eaeh  feflion.  It  is  charged  with  the  direction  and  fu- 
perintendance  of  the  general  adminiftration.  It  acts  orly  in  execution  of  the  laws  and 
decrees  of  the  legiflative  body.  This  council  arpoinrs  agents  for  managing  the  national 
treafury.  Thefc  agents  are  fuperintended  by  commiflioners  n.med  by  the  national' 
afTembly,  but  who  cannot  be  chofen  from  its  members.  Thefe  commiflioners  are  bable 
topunifhment  for  abufes  which  thev  are  acquainted  with.  am:  do  not  divulge. 

The  accounts  of  the  agents  of  the  national  treafurv,  and  adminiftrators  of  public 
money,  are  given  in  annually  to  refjponfible  commiflioners,  nominated  by  the  execu-' 
live  council,  and  thefe  again  are  fuperintended  by  a  fecond  clafs  of  commiflioners,. 
whom  the  legiflative  body  nominates,  but  who  cannot  be  members  of  if.  s  to  the 
military  eftablifhment,  all  the  Frei  ch  males  arefoldicrs.  They  are  ail  exercifed  in  the 
ufe  of  urns.     There  is  no  generaiiflimo. 

The  kj.iflar.ive  body  is  bound  to  coi  voke  all  the  primary  aflembiies  of  the  republic, 
to  know  if  there  be  t  round  for  a  national  convention,  in  the  following  cafe,  viz.  if 
in  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  departments,  the  tenth  part  ot  the  primary  aflem- 
biies of  each,  re  guaMy  torn  ed,  d<mand  the  revif?on  of  the  conftitution -.1  act.  The 
majority  of  thefe  iCHth  prmary  afT  mblies  may  form  only  perhaps  a' out  a  twentieth- 
part  of  the  half  of  the  members  of  -hefe  departments,  while,  in  the  whole  number  of 
deparcments  there  may  only  bea  majotity  of  one  department,  where  fuch  a  tenth 
primsry  aiTimbiy  exifts.  The  conclufion  is,  that  the  fortieth  part,  or  thereabouts,  of 
the  French  citizens  may  obtain  the  aflembling  of  a  convention  to  revife  the  conftitu* 
tional  act. 

B\  one  claufe  of  this  act,  it  is  declared,  that  "  the  French  people  is  the  Friend  and 
natural  ally  ofevery,frcc  people.     It  dots  not  interfere  in  the  government  of  oilier- 
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"at'°ns.     It  does  not  faffer  other  nations  to  intftfcre  ii    its  ^wrr.     ft  gives  an  -r  '  irrl 
to  foreigners,  baniftu-d  from  their  country   for  the  cuulc  of  li1  cr  v  j   it  refufes  i 
to  tyrants."  The  republic  does  not  make  peace   wir.h   an  enemy   wlw  occupies  any  pard 
of  irs  territory. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  outlines  of  the  laft  conftitution.     The  convention  who  form- 
ed it  are  ftill  fitting ;  fo  that  this  new  fyftem  has  not  yet  been  reduced  to  praeti.e. 

Revenues.]  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay  any  thing  cerain  concerning  the  revenues  of  the 
French  kings  as  they  commanded  the  purfes  of  all  their  fubjects.  In  17  16,  the  whole 
fpieceof  France,  in  gold  and  filver,  was  conputed  to  be  about  feventeen  millions  fter- 
ling ;  and  though  the  crown  was  then  doubly  a  bankrupt,,  being  in  debt  about  one 
hundred  millions  fterling,  or  two  thoufand  millions  of  livres,  yet,  by  ft. zing  almoft  all 
the  current  money  in  the  kingdom,  and  by  arbitrarily  railing  or  lowering  the  value 
6f  coins,  the  duke- regent  of  France  in  four  years  time,  publifhed  a  general  ftate  of 
the  public  debts,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  king  fcarcely  owed  three  hundred 
and  forty  millions  of  livres.  This  being  done  by  a  national  robbery,  we  can  form  no 
idea  but  that  of  defpotifm,  of  the  means  by  which  fo  great  a  reduction  was  effected. 
The  French  court  has  not  fince  that  time  blufhed  to  own,  as  towards  the  conclufion 
of  the  former  war,  and  alfo  in  1769,  that  their  king  was  bankrupt;  and  his  mi- 
riifteis  have  purfued  meafures  pretty  much  fimilar  to  thofe  practifed  by  the  regent,  to 
recruit  the  royal  finances. 

The  following  ftate  of  the  revenues  and  expenfes  of  France  for  1787,  is  extracted 
from  an  account  printed  by  order  of  the  late  Lewis  XVI. 


^REVENUE. 


[  General         — 
Particular  — . 

Islands. 
Dominique     — 
Martinique  — 

Gaudaloupe 
Cayenne         -*« 


Livres, 

—  574,000,000 

32,000,000 

6,940,000 
—        1,100,000 

—  —         900,000 

—  60,000 

Total    6 15,000,00 


EXPENSES  OF  GOVERNMENT. 


Or,  28,000,0001.  fterling. 


Intereft  of  national  debt       — 
Army  and  Ordnance     —  — 

Pennons  

Sundries,  viz.     encouragement ' 

of  commerce,  agriculture,  &c. 


Livres. 

211,000,000 

105,000,000 

45,200,000 

26,000,000 

■  347,800,000 


Total     735,000,000 
Or,  33,400,0001.  fteriing.  • 


From  this  account  it  appears,  that  the  revenue  of  France  amounted,  in  the  year 
1787,10  twenty  eight  millions  of  pounds  fterling,  (allowing  twenty-two  livres  to  the 
pound  fterling)  and  the  expenfes  were  thirty-three  millions  four  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  of  which  nine  millions  five  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  is  the  intereft  of  national  debt  ;  fo  rhat  the  expenfes  exceeded  the  national  in- 
come by  five  millions  four  hundred  and  fifty  four  thoufand  pounds.  The  collection' 
of  this  revenue  coft  two  millions  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  is  at  the  rate 
of  about  ten  per  cent.  Of  the  prefent  Irate  of  the  finances  of  the  republic,  it  is  impofi 
fibletofpeak  with  certainty. 

The  taxes  were  railed  by  the  taille,  or  land-tax  ;  by  the  tallion,  which  the  nobility 
were  obliged  to  pay  as  well  as  the  commons,  and  which  was  another  land  tax  ;  by 
aids,  which  we  call  cuftoms,  on  merc'fandife  :  by  gabtls,  which  are  taxes  upon  fait  j 
by  a  cipication,  or  poll  tax  •,  by  the  tenths  of  eitates  and  employments  •,  by  the  fale 
of  all  offices  of  jiiftice  ;  by  confifcarions  and  forfeitures:  and  by  a  tenth,  or  free  gift- 
of  the  clergy,  txclufive  of  the  annual  fum  of  twelve  millions  of  livres-,  which  that 
body  of  late  advanced  to  the  king, 

Military  and  marine  strength.]    There  is  no  nation  in  Europe,  where  the  art 
Vo^  li*  8-  F 
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of  war,  particularly  that  part  of  it  relating  to  gunnery  and  fortification,  is  better  un- 
der ftood  than  in  France.  Befides  other  methods  for  cultivating  it,  there  was  a  roy- 
al military  academy  eftablifhed,  for  training  up  five  hundr-eJ  young  gentlemen,  in  the 
feveral  branches  of  this  deftructive  art.  In  time  of  peace,  the  crown  of  France  maintain- 
ed two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-feven  men,  but 
at  a  very  fmall  comparative  expenfe,  the  pay  of  the  common  men  being  little  more 
than  two-pence  halfpenny  fterling  per  day.  In  time  of  war,  four  hundred  thoufand 
have  been  brought  into  the  field  •,  but  thofe  raifed  from  the  militia,  were  very  indif- 
ferent troops.  In  1784.  the  ftanding  military  force  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
twelve  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four.  In  the  reign  of  Lewis  XVI.  the 
French  had  at  one  time  one  hundred  fhips  of  the  line,  which  was  almoft  equal  to 
the  marine  force  of  all  Europe  befides.  The  French  have,  however,  at  fea,  been  ge- 
nerally defeated  by  the  Englifh.  The  engagement  at  La  Hogue,  which  happened  in 
1692,  gave  a  blow  to  the  French  marine,  which  it  was  long  before  it  recovered. 
Lewis  XV.  more  than  once,  made  prodigious  efforts  towards  re-eftablifhing  his  navy  ; 
but  his  officers  aud  fea-men  were  (o  much  inferior  to  thofe  of  England,  that  he  feem- 
ed,  during  the  war  of  1756,  to  have  built  (hips  of  force  for  the  fervice  of  Britain, 
fo  frequent  were  the  captures  made  by  the  Englifh.  However,  after  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities  between  Britain  and  France,  on  accpunt  of  the  conduct  of  the 
latter  in  affifting  the  revolted  American  colonies,  it  appeared,  that  the  French  navy 
had  become  more  formidable  thin  at  any  preceding  period,  their  miniftry  having 
exerted  their  utmoft  efforts  to  eftablifh  a  powerful  marine.  The  prefent  navy  of 
France  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  fhips  of  the  line,  befides  a  great  number  of 
.  frigates. 

Foreign  and  colony  trade.]  France  has  very  important  fifheries.  About  fifty 
thoufand  tons  of  herrings  are  caught  annually  by  the  French  fifhermen  ;  the  fifhery 
of  anchovies  is  faid  to  be. worth  two -millions  of  livres.  The  French  fifheries  on  the 
North- American  coafts,  were  eftimated,  before  the  year  1744,  at  one  million  of  pounds 
fterling  •,  they  havefince  decreafsd  ;  but  it  is  likely  that. they  are  worth  nearly  as  much 
as  before,  in  tonfequence  of  the  ceflions  made  to  the  French  by  the  peace  of  1783.  In 
1768,  the  French  fent  one  hundred  and  fourteen  veflels  to  Newfoundland,  which  brought 
home  a  cargo  of  cod,  worth  three  millions  of  livres  1  .but  the  profits,  arifing  from  this 
branch  of  fifhery,  are  not  very  confiderable. 

To  enumerate  the  many  manufactures  of  articles  of  luxury  eftablifhed  in  France, 
would  exceed  the  limits  of  this  work  ;  it  is  fuftkiently  known,  that  France  has  long 
ago  taken  the  lead  in  fafhion*,  and  has  feen  hers  adopted  by  moft  other  nations  of 
Europe.  This  pre-eminence  was  a  very  great  fource  of  profit.  In  the  year  1773, 
there  were  in  France  fiftteen  hundred  filk  mills,  twenty-one  thoufand  looms  for  filk 
fluffs,  twelve  thoufand  for  ribands  and  lace,  twenty  thoufand  for  filk  ftockings  ;  and 
the  different  filk  manufactures  employed  two  millions  of  perfons. 

As  a  commercial  ftate,  France  follows. immediately  after  England  and  Holland.  Her 
trade  is  carried  on  with  all  Europe  ;  that  branch  of  it  which  was  carried  on  publicly 
with  England,  was  hitherto  not  very  confiderable.  She  exported  to  England,  in  the 
year  1785,  goods  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  feventeen  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  fixty  fix  pounds  fterling,  and  imported  from  England  to  the  value  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  fterling.  But  the  fmug^ 
gling  trade,  hetween  both  countries,  is  carried  on  to  a  great  amount.  It  was  publicly 
Hated,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  only  fixty  thoufand  kegs  of  fpirits  paid  the  duties, 
?nd  three  million  of  kegs  wtre  fmuggled  •,  the  gnateft  pait  of  which  were  French 
fpirits.  The  French  have  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  greateft  fhare  of  the  Levant 
,racej  they  expert  the  produce  of  their  manufactures,  chiefly  woollens  and  Weft- 
India  goods,  from  Marfeilles  to  Conftaatinople,  Smjrna,  Syria,   and  Egypt.     They 
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^take,  however,  fuch  large  quantities  of  the  produce  of  thefe  countries  in  return,  that 
•they  are  obliged  to  pay  a  balance  in  ready  money.  The  French  enjoy^  fome  valuable 
commercial  privileges  in  Turkey.  Their  African  and  Eaft- India  -trade  is  unprofita- 
ble •,  but  their  Weft- India  poiTeflions,  Which  were  well  cultivated  and  governed,  made 
ample  amends  for  thefe  loffes,  by  the  many  articles  of  commerce  that  they  fupplied, 
which  were  valued  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  millions  of  livres.  Before  the  la'e 
American  war  the  balance  of  commerce,  in  favour  of  Erance,  was  eftimated  at  fe- 
venty  millions  of  livres,  and  it  is  faid,  that  it  has  not  diminifhed  fince.  Inland  trade 
is  greatly  facilitated  by  numerous  navigable  canals  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
Some  of  the  principal  trading  towns  ire,  Paris,  Lyons,  Marfeilles,  Bourdeaux,  Nantes, 
Rouen,  St.  Malo,  Rochelle,  Havre  de  Grace,  and  Dunkirk. 

The  Weft- India  iflands,  before  the  late  difturbances,  produced  anually,  on  an  ave- 
rage, of  fugar,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  millions  of  pounds  •,  coffee,  fixty-two 
millions  of  pounds  ;  cotton,.feven  millions  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  indigo, 
two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  with  many  other  articles.  Total  value  of 
Weft-India  products,  one  hundred  and  ninety  millions  of  livres,  or  about  thirty -feven 
millions  of  dollars.  France  exports  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  two  millions 
of  livres,  which,  deduced  from  one  hundred  and  ninety  millions  of  livres,  (the  whole 
ralue)  leaves  eighty-eight  millions  of  livres. 

The  Newfoundland  fiftieries  employ,  annually,  two  hundred  and  fixty-four  fhips, 
containing  twenty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  tons,  and  nine  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  and  three  men.  Total  value  of  the  fifhery,  fix  millions  of  livres, 
.or  about  two  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  fterl  ing. 

The  Eaft-India  importation  is  valued  at  eighteen  millions  of  livres,  or  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

Total  exports  of  France,  332,600,000  livres,  or  £.15,000,000  fterl. 
Jmports  ,256,000,000  livres,  or  £.11,640,000 

Balance  in  favour  of  France,  £■  3.360'?00 

.Calendar.]  In  autumn,  1793,  the  national  convention  determined  to  alter  the 
ftyle.  Their  year  now  begins  on  the  22d  of  September.  It  confifts  of  twelve  months, 
of  thirty  days  each,  with  five  intercalary  days,  which  are  dedicated  to  a  national  tcf. 
tival,  and  .are  on  that  account,  called  Sans-culottides.  Each  month  is  divided  into 
three  decades,  or  portions  of  ten  days  each,  and  the  day  of  reft  is  appointed  for  eve- 
ry tenth  day,  inftead  of  the  feventh.  The  intercalary  day  of  every  fourth  year,  is  to 
be  called  La  Sans-culottide  •,  on  which  there  is  to  be  a  national  renovation  of  their 
oath,  "  to  live  free  or  die."  The  following  table  will  be  found  extremely  convenient, 
as  there  is  at  prefent  a  perpetual  recurrence  to  French  dates. 


Names  of  Months, 
|  C  Vindemaire,  -  .  - 
2  <  Brumaire,  -  -  - 
<  {.Frumaire,  —  —  - 

.  f  Nivofe, 

£  <  Pluviofe, 

■i  CVentofe,    —  —  — 

S  Germinal.  —  —  — 
Floreal, - 
Praireal,  —•- «- 

<"  jf  Meflidor, 

gl  Therm  W°r 

1.  /.Fiuftidor* 


■EngliJJj. 
Vintage  month,  ■ 
Fog  month,     —   ■ 
Sleet  month,  -    ■ 
Snow  month,    — 
Rain  month,,    — 
I  Wind  month     - 
I  :Sprouts  month,    ■ 
1  Flowers  month,   ■ 
Pafture  month,   ■ 
Harveft  month 
,  Hot  month,   - 
}  Fruit  month  -     1 


Term. 
From  September  22  to-Oftober  21. 

, ,  Oftober  22  to  November  20. 

November  21  to  Decemb.  20. 

December  21  to  January  19. 

.  January  20  to  February  18. 

_ February  19  to  March  20, 

March  21  to  April  19. 

_  April  20  10  May  I9. 

May  20  to  June  18. 

. June  19  to  July  18. 

July  19  to  Auguft  17. 

Auguft  18  to  September  16. 


Names  of  Days. 

Englijb. 

Les  Vertus,  -  - 

1  The  Virtues, 

Le  Genie  -  -  - 

J  Genius,  — 

Le  Travail,  -  — 

|  Labour,  -  - 

L'Opinion,  —  - 

j  Opinion  -  - 

Les  Recompenfes, 

|  Rewards  -  - 

664  f     &     a     fir     e     ?.- 

The  rivE  odd  days  are, 

Term. 
September  l^.- 
September  18. 
September  19.- 
September  20.' 
September  21* 

In  confequence  of  the  change  in  the  diyific-i  of  a  month,  another  has  taken  plate' 
in  the  n-rnes  of  tie  days,  'i  hev  are  as  follows:  1,  Primidi,  2.Duodi,  3.  Tridi, 
4  Qaartidi,  5.  Quintidi,  b.  Sextdi.  7.  Septidi,  8.  Octodi,  9.  Nonodi,  and  10.  Decadi, 
which  is  to  be  the  day  of  reft.  Some  time  after  this  alteration  in  the  ftyle,  a  commif- 
fioner  in  the  provinces  wrote  to  the  convention  that  he  had  imprifoned  feveral  people 
for  the  obfervance  cf  Sunday.  It  is  not,  however,  likely  that  fuch  cruel  meafures' 
will  receive  any  countenance  from  the  convention. 

History.]  This  country  wasftrmerly  known  by  the  name  of  Gaul.  It  was  con- 
quered by  Julius  Ctfar,  about  half  a  century  before  the  chriftian  era.  In  the  fifth  cen- 
tury, it  was  fubdued  by  the  northern  barbariens,  aril  from  ore  of  their  tribes,  the 
Franks,  it  derives  its  modern  appellation.  The  fii ft  ebnftian  monarch  of  the  Franks 
was  Ckvis,  who  began  bis  reign  in  the  year  481.  About  the  year  800,  Charlemigne, 
king  of  France,  became  mafter  of  Germany,  Spain,  and  part  of  Italy.  He  was  crown- 
ed king  of  the  Romans  by  the  pope,  and  by  hi*  will,  divided  his  empire  among  hi* 
fons.  Soon  after,  the  Normans,  a  nor'hern  tribe,  conquertd  Normand  and  Bretagne, 
and  in  1066,    William,  one  of  their  dukes,  conquered  England. 

Fr^m  this  time  forward,  a-  great  part  of  the  hiitory  of  France  confifts  of  its  wars : 
with  England.  In  thefe,  the  latter  country  was  almoft  conftantly  the  aggrelTor.  Nei- 
ther Edward  III.  nor  Henry  V.  had  anv  juft  foundation,  even  acording  to  the 
common  fcale  of  political  j'iftice;  for  advancing  their  claims  ;  and  if  they  had  ulti- 
mately fucceeded  in  the  reduction  of  France,  England  hfeif  would  have  been  con- 
verted ir.to  a  provincial  appendage  of  that  counTy.  Of  this  truth,  even  the  Englifh 
nation  appears  to  have  at  length  become  ftnfible,  fince  their  parliament  exhibited  oc- 
casionally a  parfimoniousjealoufy  of  the  progrefs  of  their  monarchs. 

Francis  the  firft  is  one  of  the  moll  dittinguiftied  fovereigrts  of  France  in  latter  ages. 
He  was,  in  the  year  1520,  a  competitor  with  Charles  V.  for  the  imperial  crown  of 
Germany.  He  had  already  a  mucn  greater  extent  of  territory  than  he  conld  properly 
govern.  The  money  that  he  expended  for  pure!  afing  votes  in  the  electoral  college, 
might  have  been  employed,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  in  promoting  and  improving 
the  manufactures  and  agriculture  of  France.  He  loft  his  election  ;  and  Charles  who 
carried  it,  obtained  nothing  by  the  prize,  but  fatigue,  vexation,  an  empty  title,  and ; 
an  opportunity  of  committing  a  multitude  of  crimes,  which  would  ctherwife  have 
been  beyond  his  power.  This  conteft  laid  the  foundation  for  a  feries  of  long  and 
bloody  wars  between  Charles  and  Francis,  in  which  the  former  was  diftinguifhed 
by  his  cunn'ng  and  perfidy-,  the  latter  by  his  want  of  prudence,  ani  both  by  their 
utter  infcnfibility  to  the  miferies  of  their  fu  jects.  In  the  year  1524,  Francis  was 
taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Pavia;  at  which  time  he  wrote  the  laconic  letter  to: 
his  mother,  which  has  been  fo  frequently  quoted  .  "  Ma.lam  we  have  loft  every  thing 
except  our  honour."  Indeed  this  part  of  his  character  hid  been  loft  already,  which ■ 
is  evident  from  his  previous  treatment  of  his  relation,  the  a  nftalle  Bourbon.  He- 
drove  this  nobleman  into  exile  and  rebellion,  by  the  grorT.ft  ill  treatment.  Of  this 
mifconduct,  he  found  afterwards  fuli  leifure  to  repent;  as  Bourbon,  a  perfon  of  the 
greateft  military  talents,  entered  into  the  fervice  of"  the  emperor,  and  hau  a  principal" 
fhare  in  gaining  the  battle   of  Pavia.   Francis   was  kept  a  prifoner  for  a  year  and  ten- 
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months,  and  at  laft  obtained  his  liberty  by  fub&riblhg  and  f*«H-iftg  to  a  rr.u'iip'hity 
of  conditions,  which  be  never  intended  to  perform.  Twottfhis  funs  were  left  aa 
he  ft  ages  for -the  execution  of  this  trertv.  As  foon  as  hje  entered  his  own  territory,  ha 
cr'ed  out  f.ve;a'  times,  /  am  ft  ill  a  king!  During  his  reign,  the  reformation  began 
in  Germany  ;  an  1  h*ranci°,  to  diltrefs  his  rival  Cfiar'.'S,  gave  f..me  aifiltance  to  the 
prouftants.  At  the  fame  tm*,  f  in  toms  of  pro'eft  intifm  began  to  brea'K.  out  in  Pa- 
ris •,  and  Francis  condemned  to  the  nam*s  fix  p-.-rfons  who  adncrei  to  the  new  doc 
trines.  They  were  bnrned  a'ive  by  being  fattened  to  a  machine  which  alternately  let 
them  down  into  the  fl  mes  and  railed  them  again  ;  fo  that  their  fuff-ri  igs  were  pro- 
longed to  an  extreme  degree.  Francis  hiinfetf  aflifted  at  the  fcene,  arid  declared  pub- 
licly to  the  fpeclators,  that  if  he  thought  his  right  hand  infected  with  herefy,  he. 
would  cut  it  off  with  the  !eft.  Much  has  been  faid  of  the  refined  tafte  and  muni- 
ficence of  this  prince,  and  of  his  generofhy  to  men  of  learning.  It  is  not  likely  that 
all  his  benefactions  of  this  fort  put  together  tver  coft  him  half  as  much  as  one  of  his 
favourite  nrftreffes.  In  his  reign  began  the  political  connexion  between-  the  court  of 
France  and  the  Turks.  To  dift  efs  Charles,  he  invited  the  Turks  to  invade  the  coaft 
of  Spain  and  Italy.      Francis  died   in  J  547. 

Henry  11.  iucceeded  to  his  father  F  ancis,  and  was  more  fortunate  in  his  wars 
with  G.rmany,  Spam,  and  England,  than  his  predectflor  had  been.  He  recovered 
Calais  from  England.  He  was  killed,  in  1559,  by  an  accident  at  a  tilting  match.  His 
fjn  Francis  II  iucceeded  him  at  the  age  of  only  thirteen  years.  He  was  a  weak  and 
fickly  boy,  and  died  in  1560.  His  brother  Charles  IX.  was  then  a  minor,  and  the 
ib'e  direction  of  affairs  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  queen  mother,  Catharine  of  Medicis. 
She  was  an  enterprifing,  amHtious,  and  unprincipled  woman.  Her  regency  was  a 
continued  feries  of  treachery  and  murder.  The  proteftants  in  France  had  by  this 
time  become  numeious,  and  though  they  were  not  perhaps  more  than  a  fix  li  part 
cf  the  nation,  the  abili'ks  and  invincible  intrepidity  of  their  leader,  the  admiral 
Coligni,  rtndered  them  very  formidable.  Three  civil  wars  fucceeded  each  other. 
At  laft  the  court  pretended  to  grant  a  very  advantageous  peace  to  the  Hogonots.  The 
chiefs  tt  the  party  were  invited  to  Paris  to  affift  at  the  nuptials  ot  Henry,  the  young 
king  of  Navarre.  This  produced  the  horrible  maff.cre  on  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  in 
1572.  Coligni,  and  feveral  thoufands  of  the  Hugonofs,  were  butchered.  The  duke  of 
Sully,  at  that  time  a  bov,  efcaped  with  dirhcu'ty.  This  brought  on  a  fourth  civil  war. 
A  peace  was  conclude  i  in  15/3.    It  was  broken  next  year. 

Charles  died  without  heirs.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Henry  III.  This 
prince,  while  a  private  perfon,  had  behaved  with  fime  degree  of  conduct  and  of  cour- 
age. Fie  had  the  d  fgr.ee  of  being  perhaps  chief  author  of  the  mafficre  at  Paris  ;  but, 
after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  hefir.k  kto  floth  and  voluptuoufnefs.  The  princes  of 
the  houfe  of  Guife,  equally  remaikable  for  the  magnitude  of  then  abilities  and  the  (tu- 
pendous  atroci'y  of  tneir  crimes,  engrofTed  the  government  of  the  kingdom  Henry 
became,  in  their  hands,  a.  mere  cypher  ,  but  though  he  wanfei  courage  or  influence 
to  prefer ve  his  power,  he  poflelTed  a  f.ifricient  degree  of  fuhtiiity  and  refentment  ro  re- 
vei  ge,  very  fully,  the  lofs  of  it.  He  i.ivred  th- d  ike  of  Guife  and  his  brother  the 
cardinal  of  Lorr  in,  to  an  amicab'e  conference.  They  were  both  murdt-red.  Upon 
this,  the  difconrented  party  in  France  adorted  nuafurcs  ftdl  more  violent  a^aind: 
their  fovereign.  This  aflalfination  happened  in  158a,  and  Henry  himfelf  was  murder- 
ed in  the  next  year. 

Henrv,  the  young  k:ng  of  N'varre,  was  next  h^ir  fo  the  crown  •,  but,  being  a  pro- 
teftant,  his  fucceflion  was  orpofed  b  the  grea'eft  difficulties  He  himfelf  was  at  that 
time  engaged,  at  the  he  id  ot  the  Hugonot  party,  in  a  war,  with  the  great  body 
of  the  Fr.nch  nation.  Paris  was  the  ctnrre  and  the  foul  of  the  o.pofition  to 
Henry.     The  citizens  had   formed  what  they  called  a  holy    league,  in  defence  of 
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the  Catholic  religion  ;  and,  in  this  league,  were  united  moft  of  the  principal  cities  ia 
the  kingdom.  To  fupport  them,  Philip  II.  king  of  Spain,  remitted  into  France  im- 
menfe  fums  of  money.  In  1593,  Henry  went  publicly  to  mafs,  as  a  fign  of  his  con- 
vcrfion  to  the  church  of  Rome.  This  meafure  was  extremely  hazardous,  as  he  thus 
loft  the  confidence  of  one  party  without  acquiring  that  of  the  other.  However,  it  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  difarm  his  revolted  fubjefls,  who  univerfally  fubmitted  to  his  go- 
vernment. At  laft,  in  1598,  he  published  the  edict  of  Nantes,  which  fecured  to  the 
proteftants  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion.  He  was  affaffinated  in  1O10.  The 
hiftcry  of  the  civil  wars  in  France  has  been  written  by  Daviia,  with  fo  much  can- 
dour, perfpicuity,  and  completenefs,  that  the  moft  inquifitive  reader  is  informed  of 
almoft  every  circumflance  that  he  would  wifh  to  know,  while  the  moft  negligent 
can  hardly  point  out  a  paffage  that  he  could  defire  to  be  omitted. 

The  Memoirs  of  Sully,    favourite  minifter  to  Henry  IV.  contain  a   multitude  of 
interefting  particulars.      The  merit  of  this  book  is  fo  great  and  fo  univerfally   known, 
that  we  need  not  give  any  farther  account  of  it.     Louis  XIII.  {on  to  Henry  IV.  was 
but  nine  years  of  age  at  the  death  of  his  father.    As  he  grew  up,  he  difcarded  the  min- 
ifrers  who  had  been  chofen  by  his  mother,  to  whom  the  regency  had  been  entrufted. 
In  their  room  he  felefted  cardinal  Richlieu.  This  man,  remarkable,  even  among  ftatefe 
men,  for  his  fuperior  inhumanity,  gave  the  laft  blow  to  the  protectant  iotereft,   and  to 
the  liberties  of  the  French  nation.  .   He  thus  put  an  end  to  the  French  ci/il  wars,   on 
account  of  religion.      It  has  been  computed,   that  thefe  ftrugeles  coft  France  above 
a  million  of  lives.   Richlieu  died  a  few  months  before  Louis  XIII.  who,  in  1643,  left 
his  fon  Louis  XIV.  to  inherit  his  kingdom.      During  the  minority  of  the  late  prince, 
France  was  convulfed  by  the  factions  of  the  greit,  for  the  moft  trifling  caufes.  and  up- 
on the  moft  defpicabie  principles.      The  qu^n  mother  promoted  cardinal  Mazarine  to 
the  office  cf  her  firft  minifter.     This  man  was  an  Italian,  and  pofftfled  an  uncommon 
degree  of  coolnefs  and   cunning.      By    flattering  the  p-ide  of  Oiiver  Cromwell,  he 
excited  that  formidable   tyrant  to  turn  his  arms  againft   Spain.      Having  thus  freed 
himfelf  from  the  danger  of  foreign  enemies,  he  in  a  tew  years  efflrftuailv  quelled  the 
ftorms  of  domeftic  faction.   Louis  XIV.  at  his  acceffion,  found  himfelf  m.5ro  abfolute 
t!  an  any  monarch  that  had  ever  fat  on  the  throne  of  France.      He  was  a  kind  of  half 
refemblance  to  Henry  IV.;   but  he  had  neither  the  perfonal   courage,   the  dignity  of 
foul,  the  benevolence,    nor  the  nob  e  fimplicity  of  his  grand  father,      in  16S5,  he  re- 
voked the  edict  of  Nantes,  and  drove  five  hundred  thoufand  proteftants  out  of  his 
dominions.     This  gi-antic  aft  of  folly  weakened  his  power  more  completely  than  it 
could  have  been  by  the  lofs  of  ten  pitched  battles.     He  h-d  before  this  time  been  en- 
gaged in  feveral  wars.   They  were  commenced  not  with  more  injuftice,  but  with  much 
more   inference,   than  is  common  among  the  kings  of  Europe.      He  had  once  nearly 
completed  the  conqueft  of  Holland,   but  miffed,   by  the   very  woift  msna^ement,   the 
nccomplifhment  of  his  project.  This  acquifition   would  have  enabled  him  to  fet  his 
rivals  at  defiance.     In  1689,  William  111.  king  of  England,   placed  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  an  alliance  againft  the  king  of  France.     This  combination  confifted  almoft 
entirely  of  the  fame  powers,  who  are  at  prefent  combined  againft  the  French  repub- 
lic, viz.  Spain,  England,    Holland,   the   Emperor,  and    the  duke  of  Savoy.    Louis 
refilled  them  for  about  nin?  years.   Seven    hundred  miii ions  fterling  were  fpent,    and 
tight  hundred  thoufand  men  penfhed  :  yet  none  of  the  parties  gained  one  penny  of  mo- 
rev,  or  almoft  one  foot  of  territory.   A  peace  was  concluded  in  1697.  But  Charles  II. 
kins  of  Sf  ain,  having  died  without  children,  a  quarrel  arofe  between  the  king  of  France 
end  the  emp.jror  about  the  fu:ceffion  to  the  crown  of  Spain.   Louis,  the  king  of  Eng- 
land,   and  , he  republic  of  Holland,  had  entered  into    fucceffive  .treaties    for  dividing 
the  Sranilh  dominions.     In  each  of  thefe  treaties,  the  parties    had  referved    a    large 
portiem  fur  the  emperor,  who,  as  male  representative  to  the  family  of  Auftria,  claimed. 
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the  whole  fuece.'hon.  Louis  had  married  one  of  the  fillers  of  Charles,  and  confe- 
cjuently  his  eldeft  fon,  the  dauphin  of  France,  hid  the  nearcft  right  in  point  of  blood. 
Uf  the  fequel  of  this  war,  the  reader  has  already  feen  a  ftatement  under  the  article 
Spain.  Louis  died  on  the  ift  of  December,  1715,  after  a  reign  of  more  than  fevent? 
years.  This  prince  has  been  the  object  both  of  exesfiive  panegyric  and  reproach  ;  and 
both,  a»  ufual,  exceeded  the  bounds  of  truth.  To  the  title  of  great,  beflowed  on  him 
by  fycophants,  he  certainly  had  no  claim. 

Louis  was  fucceeded  by  his  grandfon,  Louis  XV.  who  reigned  to  the  loth  May, 
1774.  Thefe  two  monarchs,  between  them,  filled  the  throne  of  France  for  above  an 
hundred  and  thirty-one  years.  Two  fucceflive  reigns  of  equal  length,  have  never  b:en 
heard  of,  at  any  other  period,  either  in  hiftory  or  fable.  Louis  XV.  fell  behind  his 
predeceflbr  in  abilities  ;  he  was  an  indolent,  good  natured,  voluptuous  man.  Ths 
misfortunes  and  difgraces  of  his  reign  are,  like  thofe  of  his  grandfather,  chiefly  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  wretched  conftruclion  of  the  French  government.  To  require  that  a 
joung  prince,  bred  in  the  lap  of  luxury,  effeminacy,  and  tyranny,  fhou'd  at  once  af- 
fume  theftern  virtues  of  an  Alfred,  or  a  Sully,  is  to  demand  from  human  nature 
what  neither  candour  nor  experience  entitle  us  to  expect.  Thro'  the  greateft  part  of  his 
reign  Louis  XV.  was  governed  by  his  miftrefTes.  He  was  engaged  in  feveral  wars,  which 
have  alreadv  been  mentioned  under  the  articles  of  Germany  and  England.  In 
1757,  Francis  Damien  attempted  to  afTafiinate  the  king  of  France,  who  cfcaped  with 
a  flight  wound.  The  man  proved  to  be  a  frantic  enthufiaft,  and  a  much  more  proper 
object  for  a  mad  houfe  than  a  court  of  juftice.  He  expired  under  tortures,  which  de- 
rnonftrated  that  his  judges  were  ftill  more  loll  than  himfelf  to  the  Leling*  o^hu na- 
nity*.  Indeed,  the  punifhment  of  breaking  on  the  wheel,  and  of  putting  prifons-s  to 
the  rack,  that.they  might  be  compelled  to  confefs  their  guilt,  were  t^vo  cu.lom-  under 
the  old  morarchy  of  France,   aliks  repugnant  to  everv  idea  of  reafon  and  ofjuftice* 

During  the  war  of  175b,  France  was  in  reality  governed  by  madam  Pompadour, 
who  fold  every  office,  and  conducted  ths  adm'niftration  upon  the  moft  e">re  lfive  fcale 
of  profligacy  and  corruption.  The  army  cf  Hannibal,  commanded  by  E'agaSalus, 
would  not  have  gained  the  battle  of  Cannae  ;  and  in  this  conreft,  it  would  be  more- 
proper  to  fay  that  the  Engliih  minifter,  mr  Pitt,  conquered  midim  Pompadour,  than 
that  Britain  conquered  France.  1  he  expulfion  of  the  Jtfuirs,  which  happened  about 
the  vsir  1761,  was  one  of  the  moil  re  nark  ibis  events  in  this  reign.  The  reduction 
pf  Cornea  was  but  a  poor  compenuit  o 0  to  France  for  the  numerous  defeats  and  d  faftei  s 
that  fh.e  had  encountered  in  her  late  conteit  with  Britain.  This  acquisition,  like  m^ft 
others  of  the  fane  kind,   coft  the  conqueror  an  hundred  times  its  real  value. 

Louis  XVI.  begun  his  reign  by  fsyeral  judicious  regulation,  wnich  feemed  to  pro- 
mi  e  much  felicity  ro  his  lubjects  and  to  himfelf.  One  lingular  lircumftance  w;s  the 
appointment  of  mr.  Neckar,  a  Swifs  «nd  a  proteftant,  to  the  management  of  the  French 
finances  The  benevolent  defigns  of  Louis  towards  his  people  were  early  biafted  by 
his  interference  in  the  quarrel  between  Britain  and  this  country.  It  has  been  faid  tiiat 
Louis  himfelf  was  almoft  the  only  perfon  in  Francs,  w!io  was  heartily  averfe  to  this 
war.  Mr.  Neckar  has  publifhed  a  memorial  in  vindication  of  his  own  conduct.  In  th  t 
paper  he  fays,  that  in  1776,  when  he  entered  upon  the  adrniniftration,  the  disburfe- 
ments  exceeded  ihe  revenue  by  at  leaft  a  million  flerling  per  annum.  By  numerous 
reforms,  he  affirms  that,  by  the  year  178Q,  he  had  converted  this  deficiency  into  an 
annual  excefs  of  four  hundred  and  forty  five  thoufand  pounds.  Savings  of  this  kind 
were  ablorbed  in  the  enormous  expenfes  of  the  war  with  Britain.  The  monarchical 
f>  flcm  was  reduced  to  exactly  the  fame  fituation  with  that  of  a  merchant,    who  can  no 

*  When  the  late  king  of  Pi  uflia  had  detect"  ed  one  of  his  fervants  in  an  attempt  to  poifon  Iiim,  he 
tontcnted  himfelf  by  committing  the  criminal  to  confinement  for  a  few  years. 
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longer  fuppart  his  credit.    The  fubfequent  revolution  mure  be  almohY  entirely  afcribed 
to  the  ruinous  public  debts  contracted  in  the  war  of  1780. 

We  have  been  credibly  informed,  that  previous  to  the  extinction  of  the  late  go* 
vernmetit,  about  an  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  cxcife  men,  cuftom-houfe  officers, 
and  other  fubordinate  Satellites  of  taxation,  were  employed  in  France.  Yet,  fo  bad 
had  been  the  management  of  the  court,  that  the  annual  revenue  was  by  fome  mil- 
lions fterling  (hort  of  the  annual  expenditure.  On  this  head,  there  is,  as  well  mighe 
be  fuppoled,  a  wide  difference  of  opinion,  or  at  leaft  of  aflertion,  between  the  per- 
fons  concerned  in  the  adminiftration  ;  but  one  fact  is  unqueftionable,  that  the  defi- 
ciency was  too  great  to  have  been  rdeived  by  any  effbrrs,  which  the  French  govern- 
ment was  capable  of  making.  The  public  credi'ors  were  a  numerous,  an  alanved 
and  a  powerful  body.  Previous  to  the  acceffion  of  Louis  XVI.  the  king  of  Pruflu, 
in  his  pofthumous  memoirs,  computes  that  a  nat'on-:!  bankruptcy  in  I  ranee,  would 
ruin  forty  thoufind  families.  1  heir  number  had  fince  that  time  multiplied  immenfe- 
Jy,  and  they  could  no  longer,  but  with  difficulty,  obtain  their  annuities  or  the  inher- 
ed of  their  debts.  The  courtiers,  through  all  their  chlTes  of  venality,  apprehended, 
in  many  partial  reductions  of  the  penfion  lift,  an  utter  extinction  of  ufiJefs  falaries. 
The  army  itfelf,  extending  to  at  leaft  two  hundred  thoufand  mercenaries,  was  in 
danger  of  lofing  its  pittance  of  wages.  JLouis,  though  univerfally  and  not  undeferv- 
edly  beloved,  did  not  p.  fiefs  thofefuperior  talents  which  had  conducted  Henry  IV". 
w.th  honour  through  a  firuation  as  defperate  as  his  own.  Frefh  taxes  were  propofed, 
and  the  people,  exhaufted  in  every  vein,  refufed  to  pay  them.  The  machine  of 
arbitrary  power  at  once  ftood  {till,  by  the  fame  mechanical  neceflity  which  flops  the 
wheels  of  a  wa'ch,   when  the  fpring  is  broken. 

After  every  expedient  of  minifterial  artifice  had  failed,  the  court  was  compelled  to 
fummon  an  aflembly  of  the  ftates  general.  This  body  had  not  been  convened  (ince 
the  year  1617.  Thty.  confifted  of  twelve  hundred  deputies,  three  hundred  from 
the  clergy,  three  hundred  from  the  nobility,  and  fix  hundred  from  the  third  eftate, 
that  is,  the  reft  of  the  nation;  They  met  at  Verfailles,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1789.  The 
privileges  or  claims  of  each  of  the  three  orders  were  in  direct  oppofition  to  thofe  of 
.the  others.  In  an  afiemblage  cf  fuch  difcordant  materials,  a  conteft  was  inevitable  ; 
ar,d  the  commons,  cr  third  order,   embraced  the  firft  opportunity  to  commence  it. 

The  great  object  of  this  party  was,  that  the  whole  three  orders  of  the  ftates  gene- 
ral fhould  aiTemble  in  one  hall,  and  vote  in  one  body,  without  the  diftintfion  of  fe- 
parate  houfes,  or  privileges,  as  is  the  practice  in  the  parliament  of  Britain.  By 
this  means,  the  commons  would,  in  reality,  be  matters  of  the  proceedings,  as  their 
numbers  would  enable  them  to  carry  every  queftion.  To  this  mcafure,  the  nobles 
and  clergy  refufed  their  afi'ent ;  and  they  continued,  for  fix  or  feven  weeks,  in  a  ft.ite 
of  contention.  The  king,  upon  the  23d  of  June,  1789,  called  a  meeting  of  the 
three  orders  ;  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  before  they  could  obtain  admit- 
tance to  the  hall  where  the  nobility  and  the  dignified  clergy  had  been  convened,  w  re 
forced  to  remain  without,  for  more  than  an  hour,  expofed  to  a  fhower  of  rain.  Louis  1 
Muftered  but  in  vain.  The  commons  obtained  their  demand,  and  the  management 
of  the  alTcmfely  fell,   of  courfe,    into  their  hands. 

'1  hus  virtually  expired  the  old  government  of  France,  a  fyftem  of  legiflation  that 
was  in  almoft  every  refpect,  a  reproach  to  human  nature.  Respecting. the  internal 
sidmimfti-ation  of  the  French  monarchy,  much  ufeful  intelligence  may  be  found  in 
dr.  Sm:th's  Inquiry  into  the  nature  and  caufes  of  the  wealth  of  nations..  Mr.  Arthur 
Young,  who  about  this  time,  viftted  France,  has  alfo  caft  much  lubt  on  this  me- 
lancholi  f  i  JLct.  A  whole  library  would  be  requifite  to  afford  an  adequate  idea  of  its  ; 
enormities. 

Druiei  the  rcya!  government,  France  had  been  expofed  to  frequent  famineSj  becaufe 
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agriculture  groaned  under  great  and  exclufive  oppreffion.     At   the   critical    period, 
when,   as  we   have  feen,   the  commons  forced  the  other  two  eftates  to  fit  and  vote  in 
conjunction  with   them,  a  fcarcity  of  provinois  prevailed  in  Paris,  which  is  only  dif- 
tant  twelve  miles  from  VerfaiHes,  where  trn  ftates  general  were  fitting.      The  repub- 
licans are  willing  to  believe  that  this  dearth  was  artificially  produced  for  the  m<.ft  odi- 
ous purpofes,  by  ihe  ariftocracy  and  the  court.     When  mobs  had  formerly  afTembled, 
on    fueh  emergencies,   the  corrmen   method  of  difperfing  them  was  by   firing  point 
blank  upon  the  croud  with  mufket  ball  and  cannon   ftiot ;   and  as  want  excited  fame 
tumults  in  the  metropolis,  the  latter  afforded  an   admirable  pretence  for  afTem'oling 
around  the  capital   bodies  of  troops,   from  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom.     Thirty  five 
thoufand  mercenaries  were  accordingly  foon  collected  in  the  neighbourhood   of  Ver- 
sailles  and  Paris.     Camps  we^e  marked  out,  foraftill  greater  force-     The  lines  of 
fortification   were  already  drawn  upon  every  eminence  near  Paris,  and   almoft  every 
pafs  was  accupied  which  commanded  that  city,  or  the  high  roads  that  communicate 
with  it.     But   the  popular  party  had  been   bufy    in  foliciting  the  attachment   of  the 
foldiers.      It  had   been  a  claufe  of  the  inftruftions  to  the  reprefentatives   of  the  third 
eftate  from  their  constituents,  to  demand  that  the  pay  of  the  private  foldiers  fhould 
be  ircreafed.     This  augmentation  correfponded  with  three  great  ends.     It  tended  to 
free  the  country  from  the  rapacity  of  an   half  ftarved  army,   to   increafe  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  croTvn  in  fupporting  a  Handing  army,  and  to  attach  the  foldiers   themfelves 
to  the  caufe  of  the  people.     The  indifference  of  the  troops  to  actual   fervice,   what- 
ever was  the  caufe  of  it,  proved    one  of  the  principal  reafons  why  the  French  revo- 
lution was,  in  its  firft   ftages,   effected  almoft  without  bloodfhead.     Hence,  though 
fifty    thoufand  men,    with  an    hundred    pieces    of  cannon,    foon   collected    before 
Paris,  this  afTemblage  contained  within  itfelf  the  feeds  of  diffblution.      The  ftates  ge- 
neral, at  Verfailles,   rc-qucfted  the  king  to  difperfe  thefe  dangerous  hirelings  ;  inftcad 
of  which  Louis  endeavoured  to  difperfe  the  ftates  general.      He  difmified  his  minifter, 
Neckar,  who,  in  fpite  of  his  being  a  foreigner    and  a  proteftant,   had  obtained  a?  well 
as  deferved  the  confidence  of  the   French  nation.     The  national-  aflemftv,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Paris,  were  in  equal  alarm  and  confternation.     The  difmiffionof  Neck- 
ar took  place  on  theiithof  July,    1789,  and  on  the   next  day,  the  roval   forces  at- 
tempted to  enter  Paris.      Their  general,  the  prince  de  Lambefque,  ftruck  an  old  man 
with  a  fabre,  and    this  incident   was  the  fignal  of  revolt.      An  alarm  inftantly  fpread 
through  the  city,  and  the  crv  to  arms  refounded  in  every  duarter.     The  French  guards 
joined  th    populace,  and  the  iffailants  were  repulfed,      Next  morning,  the  t^ih.  of  Ju- 
ly, the   citizens,   to  the  number  of  fix  y  thoufand  men,  embodied   themfelves  under 
different  commanders,  and  the  guards,  as  military  preceptors,  wet  e  diftribured  among 
the   feveral  companies.     The  ftandaids  of   the  city   were    difplaved  ;  trenches  were 
thrown  up.  and  barricadoe?   formed  in  different  parts  of  the  fu^urbs.     On  this   day, 
thirty  thoufand  of   the  infurgents  furruunded  the  hofpital  of  the   invalid'?,  which  was 
furrendered.     In  that   place  they   found  thirty   thoufa..d  mufkets,   and  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon      Another  repofitory  of  arms  1  elonging  to  the  crown,   v/as   likewife  ran- 
facked,  and  fupplied  the  national  guards,  as  the  people   termed   themfelves,  with  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  all   kinds  of  military  weapons.      For  the   fame  purpofe,   about 
eleven   o'clock  in  the   forenoon  of  the  fame  diy,  a  deputy   from  the  citizens    waited 
on  the  governor  of  the  Baftile.      lnftead  cf  giving  admittance    to  the  citizens,  he  fired 
oh  a  numerous  body,  whom  he  had  fuffereu  to  enter  the  fiift  court  of  the  cattle.    It  was 
inftantly  attacked  by  an  immenfe  multitude.      Part  of  the  fortifications  were  ftormeri. 
Tjhe  garrifbn  furrendered  at  difcretion,  and  their  lives  were  o..lv  faved  by  the  interpo- 
fiiton  of    the   royal   guards.      The   governor    himfcif  inftantly    fell    by  a   thoufand 
wounds';,  and  his   he.ad,  fixed  on  a  pike,  was  carried  in  triumph  through  the  tireets 
of  Paris. 
Vol -II.  S-HJ 
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The  news  immediately  reached  Verfailles,  and  Louis  next  morning  appeared  in 
the  national  aflemblv,  but  without  the  pomp  and  parade  of  defpotifm.  He  informed 
the  members,  that  he  had  directed  the  removal  of  his  troops  from  the  vicinity  of 
Paiis.  The  new  miniftry  of  the  king  were  foon  after  difperfed,,and  Neckar  refurned 
his  office.  Monfieur  Foulon  had  concealed  himfelf  in  the  country.  He  was  purfued 
and  difcovered  bv  his  own  vafla's,  and  on  the  22d  cf  July,  he  was  conduced  to  Pari;, 
wi;h  a  bundle  of  hay  at  his  back.  It  was  faid,  that  he  had  formerly  boafted,  if  ever 
it  fhould  be  his  good  fortune  to  become  minifter  of  France  he  would  make  the  French 
people  fubfiftupon  hay.  The  leaders  of  the  revolution  attempted  to  fave  his  life,  till 
he  could  be  brought  to  a  regular  trial  ;  but  the  people  fuperfeded  the  trouble  of  that 
ceremony.  He  was  dragged  to  execution  ;  and  fome  other  facrifices  were  made  in  the 
fame  fummary  way.  Infurredions  enfued  in  fome  of  the  provinces.  On  the  4th  of 
Auguft,  the  aflemblv,  on  a  motion  by  the  vifcount  de  Noailies,  commenced  the 
demolition  of  the  feudal  fyftem.  By  the  laws  of  fome  cantons,  the  vaflals  were  fub- 
ject  to  be  yoked  to  the  carriage  of  their  lords  like  beafls  of  burden  ;  in  fome,  the 
tenants  were  obliged  to  pafs  whole  nights  in  beating  the  ponds,  that  their  reft  might 
not  be  difturbed  by  the  croaking  of  iregs  ;  they  were  lik.wife  compelled  to  main- 
tain their  hounds.  The  farmers  were  prohibited  from  lowing  a  particular  kind  of 
peafe,  becaufe  they  might  chance  to  difcolour  the  flefh  of  fuch  partridges  as  fhould 
happen  to  pick  them.  There  was  another  law  which  mdeed  had  become  obfolete,  but 
which  betrays  in  its  prop?r  colours  the  true  fpirit  of  the  feudal  nobility.  In  certain 
t'iftiicts,  the  lord,  on  his  return  from  hunting,  was  authorifed  to  rip  open  the  bellies 
of  two  of  his  vaflals,  that  he  might  foment  his  fe«t  in  their  warm  bowels  by  way  of 
rcfrefhment.  Thefale  of  offices,  the  right  of  rabbft  warrens,  and  offifheries,  the  fup- 
prefiion  of  dove-cores,  and  of  the  game  laws,  were  among  the  firft  facrifices  on  the 
altar  of  national  juftice,  The  property  of  the  clergy  was  taken  under  the  adminiftra- 
tration  cf  the  national  aflembly.  The  fequel  of  this  affair  was,  that  the  inconvofthe 
fupirior  clergy  was  very  much  reduced,  and  that  of  the  inferior  clergy  was  at  the 
fame  time  augmented  to  a  decent  hibllftence,  while  a  prodigious  reverfion  was  appro- 
priated to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt.  Immenfe  fales  of  the  lands  of  the  church 
tcck  place  foon  after.  The  city  of  Paris,  as  it  has  been  reported  in  the  public  newf- 
papers,  made  purchafes  to  the  extent  of  eighteen  or  nineteen  millions  fterling.  Large 
fades  likewife  took  place  to  other  cities  of  France,  and  to  numerous  individuals  of  all 
parties. 

We  pafs  over  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  the  detail  of  other  proceedings  which 
took  place  about  this  time  in  the  national  aflembly.     In  October,  the  king,  queen,  their 
children,  and  the  national  affembly,  removed  to  Paris.     This  removal  was  followed  by 
the  flight  of  the  ariftocraric  members  of  the  aflembly,  from  the  French  dominions.   The 
whole  kingdom  was  not  long  after  divided  into  eighty  three  diftricTs,  and  the  num- 
ber of  reprefentatives  in  future  was  fixed  at  feven  hundred  and  forty. five.    The  parlia- 
ri  entsi  of  France  were  fufpended  From  the  exercife  of  their  functions,    and  all  diftinc- 
tion  cf  orders  in  the  ftate  was  by  another  decree  utterly  abolifhed.  The  ifland  of  Cor- 
fica  was  united  to  France,  as  aconftituent  part  of  the  empire.    In  other  words,  it  was 
reflored  to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  The  famous  general  Paoli  and  his  companions  in 
exile,  who  had  fupported  fo  memorable,    and  fo  glorious  a  contest  in   defence  of  their 
country,  were  in  the  m oft  hbTprfable  and  flattering  terms,  invited,    after  an  expuhion 
of  twenty  years,  to  return  and 'fettle  in  Corfica.   A  great  number  of  taxes  were  abo'ifli- 
td,  and  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,    was  declared  tTcz  and  open  to  the  -whole  nation. 
Acommittte  was  appointed  for  the  purpofeof  enquiring  into  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  in  p.enfions  and  donations.    On  the  15th  of  March  1790,  a  regifter,  termed  the 
red  bock,  was  laid  before  the  aflembly,  containing  a  lift  of  every  penfion  or  gift,  enter- 
ed in  the  hand  writing  of  one  of  the  miqifters  of  finance,  and  checked  by  the  king 
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himfelf.  ThL  invaluable  monument  of  royal  economy  was  delivered  fey  Necfcar  to 
the-  committee,  with  injunctions  ot  fecrecy.  It  was  inftantly  committed  to  the  p'refs  1 
and,  when  Neckar  complained  of  this  breach  of  truft,  the  ccunmifee  re;  l:ed  ''that, 
as  to  the  aflembly,  they  were  certain  of  its  approbation  ;  and,  as  to  the  kir.g,  they 
were  not  his  representatives."  By  this  book  it  was  difcovered,  that  the  two  brothers 
of  Louis  had,  within  a  very  fnort  period,  crft  the  public  treafury  almoft  two  miliums 
fterling,  befides  their  immenfe  revenue,  which  extended,  by  the  common  report  for 
each  of  them,  to  about  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterlincr  per  annum.  Count 
d'Arrois,  the  younger  of  thefe  two  brothers,  was  (till  in  debt,  to  the  amount  of  al- 
moft another  million  fterling.  Six  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ftsriing  had  been  be- 
ftowed,  by  defirecf  the  queen,  upon  one  Polignac,  and  were  flared  to  be  given  for 
important  fervices.  The  nature  of  thefe  fervices  is  too  difgraceful  to  admit  of  an 
explanation. 

On  the  nth  of  June,  1790,  the  ftates  general  went  info  mourning,  for  three  days, 
on  account  of  the  death  of  dr.  Franklin.     About  the  fame  time,    they  fettled  the  fa- 
Jary  of  Louis  at  twenty  five   millions  of  livres,   or   nearly    eleven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fterling.   But  rnr.  Thomas  Chriftie,   a  candid  and  informed  writer,   ftates  its 
real  amount  at  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.      The  jointure 
of  the  queen,  in  cafe  ot  her  furviving  the  king,    was  fixed  at  about  one  hundred  and 
feventy-five  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     Titles  of  nobility  were  at  the  fame  time  abo- 
liftied.     It  has  been  faid  that  the  clafs  of  nobles  confifted  of  above   twenty   thoufand 
perfons  ;    and,  including  their  families,  to  between  two  and  three  hundrad    thoufand. 
The  affairs  of  the  French  Weft-Indies  proved  a  fource  of  inexhauftible  vexation 
to  the  national  aflembly.  The  negroes  of  St.  Domingo  revolted  againft  their  matters. 
Horrid  mafTacres  enfued.   The  whites  alfo  quarelled   with  the  mulattoes,  or  the  peo- 
ple of  colour  as  they  were  termed.     The  latter,   the  defcendants  of  Frenchmen   and 
negroes,  were,  many  of  them,   perfons  of  property,  or  education,  and  of  abilities,  at 
leaft  not  inferior  to  any  of  the  white  people.     Thus  the  French  Weft- Indies,  by  a  pe- 
culiar fatalitv,  became  liable  to  a  variety  of  civil  wars  at  the  fame  time.     The  whites 
■were  divided  among  themfelves,  into  royalifts  and   republicans,   who   deftroved   each 
other  without  mercy.  Both  parties  were,  at  the  fame   time,   hoftile  to  the  claims  of 
the  people   of  colour,   while  the  negroes  extirpated  the   whole  in  great  numbers. 
Since  the  com  t  of  London  declared  war  againft  France,  the  misfortunes  of  the  French 
Weft-Indies  have  been,  if  poflible,    augmented.  Many  defperate  engagements  have 
been  fought,   of  which  to  comprifeeven  afummary  would  require  a  large  volume.  At 
prefent  (April,  1795,)  the  Britifh,  by  the  lateft  accounts,  retain  pofleflionof  Martinico. 
On  the  night  of  the  20th   cf  June,  1791,  Louis  and  his  family  fled  from  Paris.   He 
left  behind  him  a  paper,  revoking  all  his  proteftations  of  attachment  to  the  new  go- 
vernment.   This  renunciation  involved  him  in  a  charge  of  perjury,   as  he  had  taken 
the  civic  oath,    and  fwom  to  iupport  the  revolution.    He  was  taken  at  Varennes,  and 
conducted  back  to  Paris.  The  aflembly  forgave  the  deferdon  of  his  office  ;  and  accept- 
ed as  fincere  his  declaration  that  he  had  never  intended  to  quit  the  kingdom.     On  the 
30th  of  September  following,  the  aflembly  diflblved  itfelf,  after  having  completed  the 
new  conftitution,  and  after  an  uninterrupted  fefilon  of  two   years  and  four  months. 

A  new  aflembly  met  foon  after  ;  and  it  was  immediately  difcovered  that  their  ta- 
lent* and  characters  were  entirely  unequal  to  the  rafk  of  conducting  the,  infant  repub- 
lic through  the  critical  fituation  in  which  it  was  involved.  The  court  of  Vienna  and 
the  king  of  Pruflia  foon  after  became  involved  in  a  quarrel  with  France  -,  and  on  the 
2Ath  of  April,  1792,  the  latter  declared  war  againft  Francis  II.  king  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia.  The  caufes  of  this  rupture  were  numerous  and  obvious.  All  the  neigbour- 
ing  princes  had  afforded  a  refuge  to  the  fugitive  ariftocracy  of  the  new  republic. 
They  likewife  confidered  France  as  incapable  of  defending  itfelf    and  imagined  that, 
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by  exciting  a  civil  war  in  its  bofom,  they  might  obtain  a.  favourable  opportunity  for' 
difmembering   fome  of  its   provinces.    It  was  thought  that  the  confufion  produced 
by  the  revolution,  had,  in  fome  meafure,  annihilated  the  power  of  France  ;    and  Ed- 
rnund  Burke  remarked,  in  the  B-itifh  houfe  of  commons,  that  when  he  caft  his  eye 
over  a  map  of  Europe,  he  difcovered  nothing  but'an  immenfe  blank    where  the  king, 
dom  of  France  had  once  been,     lndeed.it  was  generally    fuppofed,  rhst,   in  the  open 
field,  the  troops  of  France  were  no  march   for  thofe  of  Germany.   Frederic,  who  had 
fought  agair.fl  them,  fpeaks  of  their  military  character'  with  very  li*  tie  refpect.     The 
command  cf  many   regiments    was  hereditary   in   particuhr  families  ;  and,  by  a  very 
natural  conftquence,  degenerated' into  a  mere  job.   But,  befides  the   great  inferiority 
in  point  of  discipline,  the  French  armies  were  ac  this  time  cxtremelv  diforganiz^d  by 
the  defrrtion  of  their  officers,  who,  being  generally  attached  to  royalty,    emigrated  in 
immenfe  numbers  from  the  territory  of  the  republic.     Thus,  between  the  original  de- 
fect of  elifcipline,  and  the  lofs  of  their  officers,  the  French  army  was  reduced  to  a  ftate 
of  the  utmoft  weaknefsand  confufion.  They  began,  however,  an  attack  upon  Auftrian 
Flanders,  but  were  defeated,  or,  rather,  fled  at  the  firft  approach  of  the  enemy.  Their 
commander,  Theobald  Dillon,  was  butchered  by  the  fugitives     In  the  month  of  July, 
the  court  of  Vienna  published  a  declaration  explaining  the  caufes  of  the  war,    and  re- 
torting on  the  French  nation  fome  of  the  heavy  charges  contained   in  the  declaration 
of  war  againft  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,   now   emperor  of  Germany.      On 
the  2bth  day  cf  the  fame  month,  the  Pruffian  monarch  iflued  a   concife  expofitionof 
the  reafons  which  determined  him  to  take  up  arms  againft   France.    He  pleaded  hi* 
alliance  with  the  emperor,   and  that,  as  fovereign   of  a   German   ftife,  he  was  bound 
to  interfere  to  prevent  the    violation  of  the  rights  of  the  German  princes  of  Alface 
and  Lorraine,  and  the  invafion  of  the  territories  of  others  ;  and    he  candidly  conclu- 
ded by  avowing,  that  it  was  his  intention   to  reprefs  the  too  greit  liberty  of  France, 
which  might  afford  a  dangerous  example  to  the  neighbouring  countries.   At  the  ftme 
time  the  duke  of  Biunfwic,  general  or  the  combined  armies  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia, 
publifhed,  at  Coblentz,  a  declaration  to  the   inhabitants  of  France,  conceived  in  the 
moft  haughty  and   prefumptuou's  terms.    He  declared  his  intention  of  putting  a  flop  ' 
to  the  anarchy  which   prevailed  in   France  and  of  reftoring  the   king  fo  his  power  ;  '• 
and  yet  he  afterwards  exprefTed  his   defign  not  to  interfere  in   the  internil   govern- 
ment. It  is  unnectfTary  to  dwell  on  the  other  infolent  parts  of  this  mfmori.il,  in  which 
France  was  already  regarded  as  a  conquered  country,  ar  d  the  moft  preremptory  direc- 
tions were  given  to  the  magiftrates,  national  guards,   and  inhabitants  at  large.   He  de- 
clared, that,  in  cafe  the  leaft  outrage  fhould  be  offered    to  the   king,  queen,  or  royal 
family,  the  cky  of  Paris  fhould  be  given  up  to  military  execution. 

The  excefTes  of  the  night  between  the  9th  and  10th  of  Auguft,  we  relate  with 
pain.  At  midnight,  the  alarm  bell  founded  in  every  quarter  of  Paris.  The  drums 
were  bear,  and  the  citizens  flew  to  arms.  The  palace  of  the  Thuilteries  was  attacked 
by  the  multitude  ;  and  the  king,  queen,  and  royal  family,  were  fjiced  to  tike  refuge 
in  the  national  afTemblyi  At  firft  the  Swifs  guards  repelled  the  populace,  but  thefe 
being  reinforced  by  the  Marfeillois,  and  federates  from  Breft,  bodies  which  the  Ja- 
cobins feemed  to  have  brought  to  Paris  to  balance  the  Swifs,  and  the  national 
guards,  the  gates  of  ths  palace  were  burft  open.  The  artillery  j  >intd  the  afTailants. 
The  confequences  were,  that,  after  a  {laughter  of  about  four  hundred  on  each  fide, 
the  Swifs  guards  were  exterminated^ and  the  place  ranfacked.  The  2d  of  September 
was  diftinguifh<-.d  and  difgraced  byatfdther  mafTacre.  Above  a  thiufind  perfons,  con- 
fintd  in  the  piifons  of  Paris,  on  a  cargc  of  being  dif  ffccled  to  the  revolution,  were  in- 
humanly butchered.  The  king  by  his  flight  from  the  capital  excited  an  i'.urabl'  je'alou- 
fy  in  the  minds  of  the  French  nation. ;  and  a  national  convention  was  about  this  time 
fummoaed,  chiefly  perhaps  with, a  vkw  to  .determine  uppn  the  j^ceoftjie  aceafc? 
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tions  brought  againft  him.  This  body  met  on  the  24th  of  September  179*  •,  and  on 
the  firft  day  of  their  meeting,  they  unanimouflv  decreed  the  abolition  of  royalty  in 
France.  Next  day  it  was  ordered,  that  all  public  acts  mould  be  dated  in  the  firft  year 
of  the  French  republic,  one  and  indivifible.  The  Auftrian  and  Pruffian  armies,  at  the 
fame  time,  had  entered  France.  The  latter,  under  the  dtike  of  Br  iinfwic,  took  Lonjr. 
wy  and  Verdun  by  capitulation  ;  but  Dumourier,  with  inferior  forces,  obliged  them 
to  retreat  with  the  lofs  of  about  half  their  numbers.  The  Auftrians  alfo  who  had 
laid  fiege  to  Lifle,  were  compelled  to  quit  their  enterprize. 

General  Cuftine  at  the  head  of  a  French  army,  broke  into  Germany,  and  on  the 
30th  of  September,  1 79Z,  he  took  Spires.  Worms  folllowed  loon  after.  Ample 
fupplies  of  provifions  and  ammunition  were  found  in  thofe  cities.  Cuftine,  purfuing 
his  courfe  along  the  left  more  of  the  Rhine,  next  captured  Mentz,  and  afterwards  Frank  ■ 
fort.  He  was  eager  to  proceed  to  Coblentz,  that  noted  feat  of  the  counter-revoluticn- 
ifts  -,  but  the  Prussians  and  Auftrians,  at  length,  indicated  a  renewal  of  hoftilities 
by  garrifoning  that  town,  and  encamping  in  the  adjacent  country.  The  conqueft  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands  forms  the  next  grand  object.  Dumourier  had  promifed  to 
pafs  his  chriftmas  at  Bruflels  •,  and  what  was  regarded  as  an  idle  vaunt,  proved  very 
modeft,  for  that  city  was  in  his  hands  by  the  14th  of  November.  This  able  oeneral 
entered  the  Netherlands  on  the  firft  or  fecond  of  that  month,  with  an  army  of  forty 
thoufand  men.  For  the  firft  five  days,  he  had  repeated  engagements  with  the  Auftri- 
an army,  which  exceeded  not  twenty  thoufand  men.  At  length,  on  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber, -a  decifive  battle  was  fought  atGemappes,  which  determined  the  fate  of  the  Neth- 
erlands. The  cannonade  began  at  feven  in  the  morning.  Dumourier  ordered  the  vil- 
lage of  Cavignon  to  be  attacked,  becaufe  he  could  not  attempt  the  heights  of  Gemap- 
pes,  till  he  had  taken  that  village.  At  noon,  the  French  infantry  formed  in  columns, 
and  rapidly  advanced  to  decide  the  affair  by  the  bayonet.  After  an  obftinate  defence' 
the  Auftrians,  at  two  o'clock,  retired  in  the  utmoft  diforder.  Dumourier  immediate- 
ly  advanced,  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  neighbouring  town  of  Mons,  where  the  French 
were  received  as  brethren.  The  tidings  arriving  at  Bruffcls,  the  court  inftantly  fled 
to  Ruremond.  Tournay  furrenoered  to  a  detachment  on  the  8th  of  November.  Du- 
mourier, having  refrefhed  his  troops  at  Mons,  advanced  to  Bruffels,  were  after  an 
indecifive  engagement  between  his  vanguard  and  the  Auftrian  rear,  he  was,  on  the 
14th  of  that  month,  received  with  acclamations.  Ghent,  Charleroi,  Antwerp,  Louvain 
Oftend,  Namur  •,  in  fhort  ail  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  except  Luxembourg  fuccef- 
fively  followed  the  example  of  the  capital. 

Many  of  the  priefts,  who  were  banifhed,  came  to  England,  and  were  received 
with  great  hofpitality.  This  was  followed  by  the  decree  of  the  national  convention 
againft  the  emigrants,  by  which  they  are  declared  dead  in  law,  their  effects  confifcat- 
ed  and  themfelves  adjudged  to  immediate  death,  if  they  appear  in  France.  Another 
decree,  of  the  19th  of  November,  1792,  attracted  the  attention  of  every  nation  in 
Europe.  It  is  in  the  following  term'!  :  "  The  national  convention  declare,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  nation,  that  they  will  grant  fraternity  and  affiftance  to  all  thofe 
people  who  wifh  to  procure  liberty  ;  and  they  charge  the  executive  power  to  fend 
orders  to  the  generals,  to  give  afliftance  to  fuch  people,  and  to  defend  citizens  who 
have  fuffered,  or  are  now  {uffering  in  thecaufe  of  liberty."  This  decree  and  others  of 
a  fimilar  tendency,  feemed  to  inftitute  a  political  crufade  againft  all  (he  powers  of 
Europe.  The  French  very  foon  became  fenfible  of  the  impropriety  of  this  decree  j 
and  by  the  hundred  and  nineteenth  claufe  of  the  conftitution,  fince  publiihed,  it  has 
been  virtually  revoked. 

No  fooner  had  Antwerp  yielded  to  the  French  arm?,  than,  In  order  to  conciliate 
the  Belgians,  the  opening  of  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  ftiut  up  by  the  treaty  of 
Munftcr,  in  1648,  was  projected  and  ordered.  This  meafureferved,  in  a  fnortfime  after, 
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as  one  of  the  pretences  for  the  interference  of  Britain  in  the  war  agdnftthe  republic. 

The  trial  of  the  king  began,  about  the  crd  of  the  year  1 792*  to  engrofs  general 
attention.  In  various  public  examinations,  before  the  convention,  Louis  difcovered 
a  degree  of  judgment,  and  prefence  of  mind,  which  neither  his  friends  nor  his  ene- 
mies had  imagined  him  to  pcflefs.  On  the  26th  of  December,  he  was  again  introduc 
ed  to  the  alTembly,  and  informed  by  the  prefident,  that  he  was  to  be  definitively 
heard  on  that  day.  His  defence  was  read  by  one  of  the  advocates  who  were  appoint- 
to  plead  his  caufe.  The  difcuflion  was  clofed  on  the  19th  ot  January,  1793.  ^u' 
of  feven  hundred  and  twenty  one  votes,  in  the  convention,  three  hundred  and  fixty- 
fix  were  for  death,  three  hundred  and  nineteen  for  imprifonment  during  the  war, 
two  for  perpetual  imprifonment,  and  eight  for  a  fufpenfion  of  death,  till  after  the 
expulfion  of  the  Bourbons,  an  exprefiion  that  we  do  not  perfectly  underftand.  Twen- 
ty three  were  for  not  putting  him  to  death,  unlefs  the  French  territory  moud  be  in- 
vaded by  fome  foreign  power,  and  one  was  for  death,  but  with  commutation  of  pun- 
i/hment.  Thomas  Paine  did  not  vote,  but  fent  his  opinion  in  writing  to  the  prefi- 
dent. He  obferved,  that  if  Louis  had  been  the  fon  of  a  farmer,  he  would  have  been 
a  good  fort  of  man  •,  and  that  his  execution  would  hurt  the  feelings  of  a  great  part  of 
the  citizens  of  America,  who  regarded  him,  as  their  deliverer  and  benefactor. 
Fie  recommended,  that  Louis  mould  be  kept  in  confinement  till  the  end  of  the  war, 
and  at  that  time  be  banifhed,  with  his  family,  to  this  country.  During  the  agita- 
tion of  thefentence,  the  afTembly  were  furrounded  by  sn  outrageous  mob,  who  me- 
naced the  lives  of  thole  members,  who  mould  rcfufe  to  vote  for  death,  which  was 
finally  declared  by  the  prefident  to  be  the  fentence.  Under  the  circumftances  in  which 
the  fuffrages  were  given,  it  is  furprifing  that  the  majority  for  death  was  fo  extremely 
fm3]!.  Had  the  members  been  at  perfect  freedom,  in  declaring  their  opinions,  the 
life  of  Louis  would  moft  certainly  have  been  preferved.  Before  the  palling  of  this 
fentence,  the  court  of  Spain,  by  the  medium  of  its  minifter,  had  made  an  amicable 
interference  in  behalf  of  Louis,  but  it  was  rejected  with  difdain.  The  king  proteft- 
ed  againft  the  decifion,  and  appealed  to  the  nation.  One  of  his  counfellors  expostu- 
lated with  the  convention  on  the  temerity  of  executing  fo  important  a  meafure,  on  a 
majority  of  only  five  voices.  The  counfellors  of  Louis  objected  ftrongly  to  the  paf- 
fing  of  the  fentence,  by  fo  fmall  a  majority.  One  of  them,  M.  Tronchet,  honeftly 
and  boldly  told  the  convention,  that  thty  muft  have  forgotten  the  indulgence  which 
the  law  allowed  to  criminals,  by  requiring  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  voices 
to  conftitute  a  decifion.  On  the  21ft  of  January,  1793,  the  king  was  beheaded.  He 
met  his  fate  with  fortitude. 

The  king  of  Sardinia  had,  from  the  beginning  of  the  French  revolution,  been  re- 
garded as  one  of  its  enemies.  He  was  among  the  firft  to  encourage  and  aflift  the 
emigrants.  He  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Filnitz.  He  arretted  the  French  ambaflador, 
on  the  frontiers,  on  pretences  allowed  afterwards  to  be  groundlefs.  He  increased  his 
armaments  in  Savoy,  and  filled  the  fortrefs  of  Montmelian  with  troops  j  and  after 
the  afFa  r  of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  he  held  a  congrefs  of  the  foreign  minifters,  to  deli- 
berate on  a  plan  for  invading  France.  It  was  for  thefe  reafons,  that,  upon  the  16th  of 
September,  1792,  the  national  affembly  declared  war  againft  him.  About  the  20th 
general  Montelquieu  entered  Savoy.  He  was  received  with  joy  by  the  people.  A 
deputation  from  Chamberry,  the  metropolis  of  the  province,  waited  on  him  almoft 
as  foon  as  hepalTed  the  boundary,  and  on  the  21ft,  he  took  polTeflion  of  that  city. 
1  he  municipality  waited  for  him  at  the  gate,  to  deliver  up  the  keys  ;  and  teftified,  in 
warm  terms,  the  efteem  in  which  the  Savoyards  held  the  French  nation.  The  whole 
duchy  fubmitted  without  refiftance.  General  Anfelm,  who  had  quitted  the  church 
for  the  camp,  crofled  the  Var,  at  the  head  of  another  French  army,  and  on  the  29th 
of  iepterriber,  took  poffeflion  of  the  town  of  Nice.  The  whole  county  of  Nice  fubmit- 
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ted  to  his  arms.  Seme  grofs  exc^Tes  were  foon  after  committed  bv  his  foldier-:,  for 
which  the  general  was  displaced  ana  committed  to  prifon.  Admiral  Truguet,  who 
fupported  the  operations  or  fcnfclm,  with  nine  fail  of  the  line,  caft  anchor,  on  the  23d 
or  October,  in  the  harbour  of  Oneglia.  He  fent  a  boat  with  a  flag  of  truce  towards 
the  fhore,  by  one  of  his  officers,  with  a  proclamation,  inviting  the  inhabitants  to  an 
union  with  France.  The  people  of  the  country,  at  fir  ft  appeared  difpofed  to  receive 
the  boat  with  friendfhip  ;  but  when  the  officer  was  about  to  addrefs  them  at  a  fmall 
diftance  from  the  beach,  they  fired  a  fhower  of  mufketry,  by  which  feven  of  the 
French  were  killed,  and  two  others  wounded.  As  ajuft  reward  for  this  ad  of  perfidy, 
the  town  was  plundered  and  burnt. 

Theconqueft  of  Savoy  alarmed  the  neighbouring  cantons  of  Switzerland,  and  fliil 
more  the  little  republic  of  Geneva.  A  garrifon  of  fixteen  hundred  Swifs  were  fent 
for  by  one  of  the  parties  into  which  Geneva  has  always  been  divided.  1  his  gave  um- 
brage to  the  French  partifans  in  that  city,  and  Montefquieu,  by  orders  from  the  ex- 
ecutive council  of  France,  prefentcd  himfelf  before  the  place.  A  compromife  was 
made  by  the  difmiffion  of  the  Swifs,  and  the  retreat  of  the  French.  Montefquieu  was 
not  long  after  accufed  of  accepting  a  bribe  in  this  bufinefs.  He  efcaped  from  his  army 
into  Switzerland.  Savoy  was  incorporated  with  France,  and  formed  into  an  eighty 
fourth  department.  The  county  of  Nice  conftitutes  another. 

In  January  1  793,  admiral  Truguet  was  ordered  to  bombard  Cagliari,  the  capital  of 
Sardinia.  A  defcent  was  likewife  made  with  four  thoufand  five  hundred  land  forces. 
But  the  attacks  were  conducted  without  judgment  or  vigour  •,  and  were  both  un- 
fortunate. Some  disturbances  have  arifen  in  the  ifland,  among  the  natives  themfelves, 
who  have  the  utmoft  reafon  to  wifh  for  a  change  of  mafters.  We  have,  in  a  former  part 
of  this  work,*obferved  that  a  perfon  may  travel  fifty  mihs  in  Sardinia  without  feeinga 
houfe,  and  that  the  ignorance  and  poverty  of  the  people  are  extreme.  As  this  ifland 
lies  in  the  very  jaws  of  the  republic,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  reduced 
before  the  end  of  the  war.  The  French  within  the  laft  two  years,  have  made  consi- 
derable progrefs  in  the  continental  dominions  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  have 
defeated  his  troops  in  many  engagements.  But  the  brevity  of  our  plan  obliges  us  to 
quit  this  part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  prefent  war. 

The  execution  of  the  king  of  France  was  pretty  generally  difapproved  all  over 
Europe,  and  no  where,  perhaps,  more  fincerely,  than  in  the  Britifh  kingdom.  The 
former  friends  of  the  French  revolution  felt  themfelves  altogether  abafhed,  while  the 
court  party,  who,  from  the  beginning,  had  feared  its  conclufion,  exulted  in  this 
cataftrophe,  as  ratifying  all  their  previous  predictions  with  regard  to  the  confequences 
of  a  change  in  the  French  form  of  government.  It  is  ftill  an  object  of  difpute,  in 
Britain,  whether  France  did  not  give  the  flrft  provocation  to  begin  hoftilities  •,  and  a 
fummary  of  the  arguments  that  have  been  employed  on  each  fide  of  this  queftion 
would  require  a  large  volume.  The  truth  appears  to  be  fhortJy  this.  The  court  of 
England  juftly  dreaded  the  French  revolution,  as  a  moft  dangerous  example,  that 
might  produce,  at  no  diftanf  period,  a  fimilar  convulfion  in  her  own  dominions.  We 
have  been  privately  allured,  that  a  fubfeription,  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  fterling,  was  raifed  in  England,  to  defray  part  of  the  expenfes  of  this 
Pruffian  expedition  to  Paris,  and  that  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  whofe  name  clofed 
the  lift,  fubferibed  ten  thoufand  pounds.  On  a  falfe  report,  that  the  army  of  Dumourier 
had  furrendered  to  that  of  Brunfwic,  the  court  party,  in  Britain,  exprefled  the 
greateft  exultation.  Mr.  Pitt  hath  fince  declared,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  he 
confidered  the  retreat  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  as  the  greateft  miffortune,  which 
could  have  befallen  mankind.  Edmund  Burke,  a  few  days  before  the  declaration  of 
• 

*  Vol.  J,  Page  553. 


6-,6  FRANCE. 

war,  faid,  in  the  houre  ofcommons,  that  he  only  pardoned  mir.iiters  for  their  flowners 
in  beginning  the  war,  on  account  of  the    neceflity   of  waiting   till  the  public   temper 
was  infbmed  to  a  fufficienf  pitch  to  fecond  them  cffectuallv.    Mr.  Fox  headed  a  very 
diminutive  party  in  parliament,  who   condemned,  indeed,  the  execution  of  I.ouis,  but 
at  the  fame  time,  oppofed,  with  all    their  power,  thofe  meafures  which  would  lead  to  a 
French  quarrel.   Mr.   Fox  wat  infulted   in  the  grofleft  terms,  en  the  floor  of  the  houfe 
cf  commons.    Mr.   Powis  told  him,  that  his  conduct  was  exactly  fuch    as  an  advocate 
of  the  convention  would  purfue  ;  and  in  the  print  /hops  of  London,  he  was  reprefented 
as  a  French  advocate,   with  a   brief  and  a  fee  in  his   hand.     In  January  lad:  (1795 
Mr.   Foxjiftly  remarked  to  the  houfe,  that  on  the  former  occafion,  they  had  beftowed 
on  him  every  token  of  difrefpect,    except  expulfion.   Mr.    Dundas  declared,  in  parlia- 
ment, that  the  French  convention  was  a  receptacle  of  infamy,  and  the  language  of  his 
whele  party  correfponded  exactly   with  this  ftile  •,    which  is  hardly  to  be   precedented 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  government  of  a   civilized   nation.     Monfieur  Chauvelin,   the 
French  minifter  at  London,  was  inceftanfly  and  fhamefully  abufed  in  the  Sun,  a  newfpa- 
per,  under  the  profefled  direction  of  George  Rofe,  a  member  of  administration.     At 
all  former  periods,  a  foreign  smbafiador  was  the  only  perfon   in   England   abfolutely 
ferure  from  abufe  of  that  nature.     During  the   American   war,  when    the  newlpapers 
teetned  with  reproaches  a?ainft  the  cabinet,  they   unfortunately  happened   to  publifh 
fome  fevere  reflexions  on  the   Ruffian  ambaflador.     Six    or  feven  of  the  editors  were 
infiantly  apprehended   and    feverely   punifhed.      As  no  fuch  notice  was  taken  of  the 
invectives  difcharged  againft  Chauvelin,  this  was  ofitfelf  an  unequivocal  mark  of  the 
unfriendly  defigns  of  the  cabinet.     Even  after   the   Britifh    ambaflador  had  been,  a 
confiderable  time,   recalled  from   Paris,  the  French  authorized  Chauvelin  to  remain 
a:  London.      The  exreution  of  Louis  ferved  as  a  torch,  for  at  once  lighting  into  a  con- 
flagration the  hatred  cf   the  Britifh  nation.    The   opening  of  the    navigation  of  the 
Scheldt  was  one  of  the  caufes  moft  loudly  dwelt  upon  by   Mr.    Pitt,  for  engaging  in 
a  r-rer.ch  war  -,  and  vet  all  the  world  knows   that  the   Dutch   would  rather  have  fiib- 
mitted  to  this  innovation  than  have  run   the   hazard  cf  a  ftruggle  with  France.   Hol- 
land alio  was  ripe  for  a  political    convulfion.  The    ftadtholder  was   little  better  than 
a  vaflal  to  the  kings  of  Britain  and  Pruffia,  who  fupported  him  in  his  office,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  thi  wHhes  and  efforts  of  a  majority  of  the  Dutch  nation.  He  had  not,  therefore 
a  choice  in  the  matter:  elle  it  is  likely  that  he  alfo  would    have  wiflied  to  decline  fo 
hopelefs  a  cenleit. 

From  thefe  details  and  many  others,  which  might  be  adduced,  it  is  clear  that  Bri- 
tain  was,  in  reality,  the  aggrefibr  in  this  war,  though  the  French  republic  was  the 
fir  ft.  of  the  two  nations  that  declared  hoftilities.  On  the  lft  of  February,  1793,  the 
convention,  on  the  motion  of  Briflbt,  declared,  "that  George,  king  of  England,  had 
never  cerfed,  fince  the  revolution  of  the  icth  of  Auguft,  1792,  from  giving  the 
French  nation  proofs  cf  his  enmity,  and  of  his  attachment  to  the  concert  of  crown- 
ed heads  •.  and  that  he  had  draan  into  the  fame  league,,  the  ftadtholder  of  the  united 
provinces  ;  that,  contrary  to  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  Englifh  mi- 
niftry  have  granted  protection  and  fuccour  to  the  emigrants,  and  others,  who  have 
orenly  appeired  in  arms  againft  France  ;  that  on  the  news  of  the  execution  of  Louis 
Capet,  they  were  led  to  commit  an  outrage  againft:  the  French  republic,  by  ordering 
the  ambjliador  cf  France  to  quit  Britain  ;  that  the  Englifh  have  flopped  divers  boats 
and  vefiels  laden  with  corn  for  Fiance,  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  contrary  to  the 
testy  of  17:6,  they  continue  the  exportation  of  it  to  ether  countries  ;  that  in  or- 
der to  thwart  more  efficacioufly  the  commercial  tranfactions  of  the  republic  with 
England,  they  have,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  prohibited  the  circulatwn  of  affignats. 
The  convention,  therefore,  declare,  that,  in  confequence  of  thefe  aitt  of  hoftiluy  and 
ajgrellion,  the  French  republic  is  at  war  with  the  king  of  England,  a.-.d  the  ftaithold- 
•r  o.  tr.e  uai:ed  provinces." 
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Genera!  Dumourier  foon  after  invaded  Holland,  and  publifhed  a  manifeilo,  inviting 
the  people  at  large  to  caft  off  the  yoke  of  the  fladtholder,  and  become  a  free  nation. 
The  Dutch  Government  made  vigorous  preparations  for  defence;  and  a  body  of 
troops,  under  the  duke  of  York,  were  embarked  inftantly  from  England  to  their  af. 
fifiance.  It  was  expected,  that  Holland  would  be  reduced  by  Dumourier,  with  as 
much  eafe  as  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  had  been.  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg  furren- 
dered  with  little  refiftance  ;  and  the  French  general  booftad  that  he  would  foon  ap- 
proach to  Amfterdam. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Miranda,  who  was  by  birth  a  Creole,  had  befieged  Mae- 
ftricht.  He  was  attacked  and  defeated  by  prince  Frederic  of  Brunfwic.  Ths  com- 
miflioners  of  Belgium,  in  a  letter  from  Liege,  dated  the  3d  of  March,  1798,  inform- 
ed the  convention,  that  their  cantonments  on  the  river  Roer  had  been  forced ;  and 
that  general  Valence  had  been  compelled  to  evacuate  that  city.  On  the  15th  of  March, 
Cobourg  and  Clairfait,  at  the  head  of  an  Auftrian  army,  engaged  Dumourier,  near 
Tirlemont.  After  an  obftinate  difpute,  which  lafted  for  feveral  days,  the  French  were 
finally  forced  to  retreat,  and  the  Netherlands  were  loft  with  as  much  rapidity  as  they 
had  been  acquired.  There  was  a  mifunderftanding  between  the  convention  and  their 
general,  in  confequence  of  which,  they  neglected  to  fend  his  army  the  requifite  fup- 
plies.     This  was  the  caufe  of  his  defeat. 

Dumourier  was  extremely  diffatisficd  with  the  execution  of  the  king,  which  he  had 
endeavoured  to  prevent.  This  moderation  excited  a  jealoufy  in  the  victorious  party 
of  the  convention,  which  led  them  to  thwart  his  meafures.  It  does  not  appear,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  the  fmalleft  intention  of  deferring  them,  till  they  attempted,  by 
commiflioners  difpatched  for  that  purpofe,  to  arreft  him,  which  was,  in  reality,  but 
another  name  for  his  execution.  He  returned  the  compliment  by  arrefting  them,  on 
the  ift  of  April,  17^3  ;  and,  finding  his  life  in  the  utmoft  danger,  and  his  prefent  fi- 
tuation  no  longer  tenable,  he  entered  into  a  fecret  treaty  with  the  prince  of  Cobourg, 
to  whom  he  delivered  the  commifiioneis,  as  hoftages  for  the  fafety  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily of  France.  He  had  always  profeffed  abhorrence  for  the  maffacre  of  the  preced- 
ing September,  which  wasofitfelf  fufficient  to  have  prevented  any  real  confidence 
from  fubfifting  between  him  and  the  actors  in  that  fcene;  He  now-  formed  a  plan  for 
leading  his  troops  to  Paris,  to  reftore  the  conftifution  of  1789;  and  Cobourg,  in 
concert  with  him,  iffued  a  conci'iatory  proclamation,  addreffed  to  the  people  of  France. 
Only  four  days  after,  on  the  8th  of  April,  the  Auftrian  general  was  otdered  to  re- 
voke this  manifefto.  The  fcheme  of  feducing  the  French  army  had  totally  failed,  on 
the  part  of  Dumourier,  and  he  efcaped,  with  difficulty,  to  the  enemy.  When  he  found 
that  the  plan  of  reftoring  the  conftitution  of  17  89,  was  not  their  object,  he  deferted 
them  alfo,  and  retired.  There  is  much  lefs  reafon  to  blame  Dumourier  than  has 
commonly  been  fuppofed.  To  have  gone  to  Paris  with  (he  commiffioners,  was, 
walking  into  the  jaws  of  death.  He  has  publifhed  memoirs  of  his  life,  awofk  of  con - 
fiderable  merit.  He  there  unveils  the  true  caufes  of  his  defeat  in  the  Netherlands. 
"  To  retard  and  ciufh  my  fuccefs,"  fays  he,  "the  minifter  Pache,  fupported  by  the 
criminal  faction,  to  whom  all  our  evils  are  to  be  ascribed,  fbffered  the  victorious  ar- 
my to  want  every  thing,  and  fucceeded  in  disbanding  it  by  famine  and  nakednefs. 
1  he  confequence  waa,  that  more  than  fifteen  thoufand  men  were  in  the  hofpitals, 
more  than  twenty  five  thoufand  deferted  through  mifery  and  difguft,  and  upwards 
often  thoufand  horfes  died  cf  hunger." 

About  this  tim^  a  cor  fiderable  bedy  of  royalifts '  afTembled  on  the  banks  of  the 
Loire,  and  m  ;n,- actions  took  place  between  them  and  their  country  men.  !  he  re- 
public has  of  late  offered  arv  indifcriminate  pardon  to' every  one  of  them,  and  they  are 
now  faid  to  havi  almoft  entirely  fubmitted.  On  the  2d  cf  April,  Paoli,  the  general 
&fCorfica,  Has  ?.ccured  by  the  popular  focietv  of  Toulon,    as  a  f'spportcr   cf  defpo-- 
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tifm,  and  ordered  to  the  bar  of  the  convention.  This  treatment  very  naturally  drove 
him  into  the  arms  of  England  •,  and  to  it  muft  be,  in  the  firft  inftance,  afcribed  the 
revolt  of  Corfica,  and  its  fubfequent  annexation  to  the  Britiih  erown.  Dampierre 
fucceeded  Fumourier  in  the  command  of  the  army  on  the  frontier  of  the  Nether- 
lands. Several  indecifive  actions  took  place.  Spain,  on  the  23d  of  March  preceding 
had  declared  war  againft  the  republic.  The  finances  of  the  emperor  were,  at  this  time, 
in  fuch  dilorder,  that  he  was  forced  to  borrow  money  at  an  intereft  of  eight  and  a 
half  percent. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  there  was  a  well- fought  actios  near  St.  Amand,  between  the 
French  and  the  combined  irmies.  The  affair  was  claimed  as  a  victory,  by  the  latter. 
About  two  thoufand  French  and  as  many  Auftrians  were  killed.  The  Englifh  troops 
were  a!fo  engaged,  but  their  lofs  has  never  been  publifhed.  The  Coldftream  re- 
giment of  foot  iuffered  feverely.  Dampierre  was  mortally  wounded.  General  Cu- 
ftine,  on  the  18th  of  May,  fought  a  battel  at  Carlberg,  with  the  Pruflians,  and 
gained  feme  advantage.  On  the  23d,  an  engagement  happened  at  Famars,  between 
the  combined  armies  and  the  French,  who,  after  a  fevere  action,  were  driven  from 
their  camp.  It  is  faid  however,  that  their  lofs  was  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  The 
Englifh  troops  were  roughly  handled.  By  this  victory,  the  garrifons  of  Conde  and 
Valenciennes  were  left  to  their  fate. 

The  convention  itfelf  was,  in  the  mean  time,  rent  by  the  moft  furious  factions. 
A  very  alarming  tumult  took  place  at  Paris,  on  the  3  1  ft  of  May.  Part  of  the  coven- 
tion  were  in  fome  danger  of  being  maflacred,  and  the  fcene  clofed  by  the  arreft  of 
a  number  of  the  members.  On  the  23d  of  June,  anew  conftitution  was  publifhed 
by  the  convention. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  the  French  to  the  number  of  eight  thoufand  men,  under 
general  Laage,  attacked  the  Auftrians,  at  Arlon,  and  after  a  defperate  attack,  drove 
them  from  their  entrenchments.  By  this  victory  5  the  republicans  gained  eight  thou- 
fand facks  of  wheat,  and  a  large  quantity  of  flour. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  the  king  of  Pruftia  began  to  lay  clofe  fiege  to  Mentz,  which 
he  had  blockaded  for  many  months.  On  the  22dof  July,  the  garrifon  furreradered. 
They  had  been  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremity  for  want  of  almoft  every  neceffary. 
Many  had  been  forced  to  fubfift  entirely  on  horfe-flefh.  The  garrifon  marched  out 
with  arms,  baggage,  drums  beating,  and  colours  flying,  and  carried  with  them  every 
thing  except  their  heavy  artillery.  They  were  not,  for  the  fpace  of  a  year,  to  ferve 
againir  the  allies.  The  French  had  takm  this  important  city  without  the  lofs  of  a 
man  In  the  beginning  of  July,  general  Cuftine,  who  had  been  removed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  of  the  north,  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who,  after  a  bloody 
action,  were  rcpulfed.  The  garrifon  of  Conde,  compelled  by  famine,  furrendered 
to  the  prince  of  Cobourg,  on  the  10th  of  July.  On  the  25th*  of  that  month,  Va- 
lenciennes,  which  had  been  befiegsd  from  the  23d  of  May,  capitulated  to  the 
duke  of  York  for  the  einneror.  It  is  faid  that  cte  garrifon  had  confifted  but  of 
four  thou&nd  men.  They  marched  out  with  their  fide  arms  only,  under  the 
ftipulatioH'i  t;  at  they  were  not,  during  the  reft  of  the  war,  to  ferve  again  ft  the 
i  !l:es,  '1  hij  fiege  had  almcft  ex:!ufively  occupied  the  exertions  of  about  an  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  of  the  allied  troops  for  two  months;  and  the  commander, 
general  Ferrand,  had  exreted  the  utmoft  fkill  and  bravery  in  defence  of  the  town.  He 
was  accufed  of  treachery  by  his  countrymen,  and 'Was,  on  his  return  to  Paris,  commit- 
ed  to  the  Abbaye,  If  we  a;e  nut  tuiftaken,  he  was  acquitted.     On  the  7th  of  Auguft, 

*  One  account  fays,  that  it  was  on  th.j  ?Oth,  and  we  have  not  an  opportunity  to  decide  between 
there  two  dates.  Other  inaccuracies  oJr*  this  kiiKi  will  perhaps  occur,  which -mult  be  fubmiued  to 
lie  candour  of  the  reader. 
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the  convention  folemnly  decreed,  that  Mr.  Pitt,  prime  minirter  of  England,  was  an 
enemy  to  the  human  fpecies.  On  the  8th  of  Auguft,  the  French  army  of  the  north 
were  driven  from  a  ftrong  fituation  behind  the  Scheldt,  called  Csefar's  camp.  The 
French  did  not  make  much  refiftance,  and  the  lofs  on  both  fides  was  not  conside- 
rable. An  attack  upon  Dunkirk  was  foon  after  made  by  the  duke  of  York,  with  a 
detachment  from  the  combined  armies.  This  was  a  fcheme  of  the  Britifh  miniftry. 
The  towns  which  had  hitherto  been  taken,  were  received  in  the  name  of  the  empe- 
ror. The  Britifh  naturally  thought,  that  it  was  proper  to  have  conquefts  for  the-m» 
felves  ,  and  they  contemplated  the  capture  of  Berg,  Dunkirk,  Graveline,  and  Ca- 
lais, in  the  name  of  their  own  fovereign.  The  Auftrian  generals  objected 'very  ftrong- 
ly  ;  but  as  Britain  was  the  general  paymaster,  the  propofai  was  adopted.  On  the  2  2d 
of  Auguft,  the  duke  of  York  marched  from  Furns  to  attack  the  French  camp  at 
Ghivelde,  which  was  abandoned  on  his  approach,  and  he  took  up  the  ground  which  it 
was  his  intention  to  occupy  during  the  fiege.  On  the  24th,  he  drove  the  French 
outpofts  into  the  town.  In  this  action,  general  Dalton,  an  Auftrian  officer  of  fome 
diftinction,  was  killed.  A  Britifh  fleet  was  expected  to  afiift  in  the  fiege-,  but  by 
fome  blunder  that  has  been  loudly  complained  of,  it  did  not  appear.  The  befieg- 
ers  were  extremely  harrafled  by  French  gun  boats.  The  London  Gazette  fays,  that, 
on  the  7th  of  September,  the  allied  army  before  Dunkirk  was  atacked  by  the  ene- 
my, who  were  repulfed  •,  bnt  that  upon  the  8th,  they  renewed  the  attack  upon  every 
point,  and  fucceeded  in  forcing  the  centre  of  the  line.  The  writer  acknowledges 
that  the  lofs  was  very  fevere -3  that  many  gallant  officers  had  fallen,  and  that  thirty- 
two  of  the  heavy  guns,  and  part  of  the  ftores  provided  for  the  fiege,  were  left  be- 
hind, there  being  no  means  of  carrying  them  ofF.  He  computes  that  fifteen  hundred 
men  were  killed,  wounded,  or  miffing  •,  but  it  is  very  probable  that  they  amounted  to  at 
leaft  five  or  fix  times  this  number.  It  is  impoffible,  from  the  various  accounts  which 
have  hitherto  reached  this  country,  to  form  any  regular  narrative  of  this  feries  of 
battles,  which  lafted,  in  whole,  during  four  or  five  days.  But  there  is  no  queftion  that 
the  allies  were  compleatly  defeated.  In  the  confufion  of  their  flight,  marftul  Fieytag 
and  Adolphus,  one  of  the  fons  of  the  king  of  England,  were  taken  prifoners,  but 
afterwards  refcued.  The  young  prince  was  wounded  in  the  head  and  arm.  The 
magiftracy  of  Dunkirk,  in  a  letter  to  that  of  Gravelines,  fay,  that  the  befiegers,  a- 
mong  other  articles,  left  behind  them  fifty-two  thoufand  facks  of  earth,  and  fix  thou- 
fand  twenty-four  pounder  balls. 

This  action  was  the  molt  decifive  hitherto  fought  in  theprefent'war.  The  check  was 
very  fenfibly  felt  by  that  party  in  Britain,  who  vindicated  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities.  They  had  been  much  elated  by  the  capture  of  Mentz,  Conde,  and  Valenciennes, 
without  reflecting  that  thefe  towns  coft  more  to  the  allies  than  their  utmoft  worth. 

General  Houchard,  commander  of  the  French,  in  the  victory  of  Dunkirk,  was 
foon  after  arrefted,  conducted  to  Paris,  tried,  and  executed.  His  alledged  crime  was, 
neglecting  to  profecute,  with  proper  alacrity,  his  advantage  over  the  duke  of  York. 
Cultine  was  likewifedifpatched  in  the  fame  manner.  The  venerable  marfhal  Luckner 
became  another  of  thefe  victims.  Trials  and  executions  of  French  officers  began  to 
be  fo  frequent,  that  all  Europe  was  filled  with  afton'fhment  and  horror,  and  it  became 
an  object  of  amazement  how  the  republic  was  able  to  find  men  who  would  accept  the 
command  of  her  armies.  If  the  convention  had  been  ambitious  to  commit  an  act  of 
ingratitude  and  infamy,  which  they  never  fhould  have  it  in  their  power  to  equa  ,  they 
Could  not  have  thought  of  any  thing  worfe  than  the  execution  of  Cuftine,  a  taihful 
and  fortunate  general,  and  who,  by  defeating  the  Auftrians,  at  Spires,  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1792,  had  given  to  the  world  a  firji  lpecimcn  of  the  victories  cf  the 
French  republic.  On  the  13th  of  July,  Marat,  a.  member  of  the  convention,  H'hofa 
very  name  is  fynonimaus   with  murder,   had  been  ftabbed   to  the  heart  by  Charlotte 
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Corde,  a  young  lady  from  Caen  in  Normandy..  On  her  trial,  her  intrepidity  and  pre*: 
fence  of  mind  aftomfhed  the  whole  court.  She  died  glorying  in  having  delivered  the 
world  from  the  moft  execrable  of  all  monfters.  The  funeral  of  Marat  was  celebra- 
ted with  extravagant  pomp.  His  buft  was  placed  in  the  pantheon,  befide  that  of  Bru- 
tus*. "When  the  executioner  had  ftruck  off  the  head  of  Charlotte  Corde,  he  gave  it 
a  flap  on  the  cheek,  for  which  he  was  immediately  condemned  to  twelve  years  of  im- 
prifonm^nt  in  irons* . 

France  was,  during  the  fummer  of  1793,  equally  menaced  with  dangers  from  with-  • 
out  and  within.  The  cities  of  Marfciries,  Lyons,  and  Toulon,  entered  into  a  formida- 
ble union  againft  the  exifting  authorities.     Lyons   wasbefieged  and  taken,  with  great 
{laughter.     The  cornrniflioners  of  the  army    ftate,  in  a   letter   to  the  convention, 
dated  the  25th  of  Auguft,    that,   in  a  bombardment   of  two  nights,  the  damage   to 
Lyons  was  computed  at  two  hundred  millions  of  livres,  or  about  thirty  nine  millions 
cf  dollars.  They  add,  that  among  the  flain,  one  third  part  were  always  found  to  be 
pricfts.   At  Marfeilles,  a  battle  whs  fought  in  the  ftreets,   between  the  royalifts  and 
republicans.  On  the  £4th  of  Auguft,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,   Carteaux,  at  the 
head  of  the  army  of  the  republic,    attacked  a  Marfelloife  column,  entrenched  on  the 
heights  of  Septunes.  They  were  totally   defeated.    Carteaux,  next  morning,  entered 
Marfeilles;  and  the  fcaffold,  as  ufual,  ftreamed  with  blood.    As  an  example  of  the  vi-  ■ 
cifiitudes  of  fortune,  we  fhall  juft  remark,  that  this  Carteaux,  after  having  performed 
many  important  fervtces  to  the  republic,  was  accufed  and  arretted  as  a  traitor  ;  and 
the  laft  notice  which  we  have  of  him,  is  a  letter    from  himfelf  to  the  convention, 
folicitingafpeedy  trial,  and    ftating,  that    he  had  been,    for  feverty-fcur  days,  a  pri- • 
foner  in  irons,  The  cenrmiflioners  of  the   convention,  in  their   letter,   lelating  the  re- 
duction of  Marfeilles,  fubjoin,  that  the  Toulonefe  had  juft  entered  into  a  negociation 
with  the  Englifti  admiral,  lord  Hood.   He  took  peffession  of  the  town   a;:d  (hipping: 
in  the  name  cf  Louis  XVII.  and  under  the  exprefs  and  pcfuive  ftipulation,  that  he  was 
to  assift  in  reftOring  the  conftitution  of  1789.   This  treaty  produced  much   ridicule  in  . 
Eritain.  The  war  was,  however,  at  firft,  highly   popular  in  that  country,  and  it  was 
oppefed  in  parliament  by  the  moft  diminutive  minority  that  has  been  feen  for  many; 
years. 

The  French  animated  by  their  fuccefs  at  Dunkirk,  not  only  drove   the  enemy  en-  - 
t:rely  cut  of  their  territories  on  that  fide,    but  advanced   into    Flanders,   and  poffeffed  ■ 
themfelves  sf  Furnes  and  Menin.  The  Dutch  troops,  who  formed  the  cordon  of  Weft- 
Flanders,  were,  en  the  13th  of  September,    attacked  at  Hallain  and  Werwkk,  by  an 
infinitely  ft:  peri  or  force.  This  is  the   expression  of  their  commander,  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Orange,  in*  letter  to  the  ftates  of  Holland.  •  The  Dutch   were  routed,  with 
the  lofs  of  twelve  hundred  taken  prifoners,  and  driven  back  to  Degrife  and  Ghent.  On  : 
the   a  ne  d  ;y,  Quefnoy  cipitalated  to  general  Clairfait.    The  garrifon,  five  thoufand  fix- 
hundred  men,  were  made  prifoners  of  war.   The  French,  en    the  preceding   d.iy,  had  : 
attempted  to  relieve  it.  1  heir  army,  to  the  number  of  eight   thoufand  men,  were  de- 
feated-,  and,  it  is  faid,  that  eighteen   hundred    were   killed  and  fixteen   hundred  made 
prifoners.  On  the  ramparts  of  Quefnoy,  thfre  were,  at  the  beginning  cf  the  fiege,  fifty  ' 
pieces  cf  ferviceabie  canr.on.    Fci  ty -feven  of  them   were  dismounted    in    thecourfeof- 
it/  Cn  th^  15th,  Eeaulieu,  af-er  along  engagement,  forced  the  Fr  .nch  to  abandon  Me- 
nin.   In  this   extraordinary  war,   battles  croud   urxmuswith   fuch    rapidity,  that  it  is  < 
difficult  *o  p:efi:ve  a  chronologxal  fcri-^s.     On   the    1 2th  of  September,   the  French 
tioeps,  at  Wdfembcurgh,    attacked  the  Auftrians  in  fev era!  quarters  ;   and  were,  by 
their  own  account,  every  where  victorious.   A.lctter,   dated    next    day,  from  the  com  •■ 

*  The  laft  advices  from  France  inform  us,   that  this  monument  of  folly  has  been  removed,  and  A 
that  the  Parificns  have  begun  to  term  its  original,  an  apoftle  of  butchery. 
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fniffioners  with  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  convention,  fay,  that  two  thoufind  of 
the  enemy  were  flain.  "  We  made,"  they  fay,  "  thirty  prisoners,  among  whom  is  a  ci- 
devant  marquis  de  Mouy,  an  emigrant.  He  will  be  (hot  this  day."    They  relate^ that 
the  action  began  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  lafted  till  eight  in   the  evening  ; 
and  that,   with  ten  thoufand  additional  men,  they  would  have  cut  in  pieces  the  whole 
Auftrian  army.  On  the  14th  of  September-,  the  French  ftormed  the  poft  of  Limbach, 
the  only  one  from  which  the  Auftrians  had  not  been  driven  by  the  victory  two   days 
before.  Duvienan,  the  French  adjutant  general,  in  one  of  his  difpatches,  fays,  that  the 
lofs  of  the  enemy  in  men  was  confiderable  •,  and  that  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fixteen 
hundred  muskets  were  taken.      He  computes  the  collective  force  of  the  Auftrians  at 
fifty  thoufand  men.  It  may  here  be  convenient  to  anticipate  the  order  of  the  narrative, 
by  relating  the  tranfactions  of  the  following  month,  at  Weiffembourg.    On  the  13th 
of  October,   the  lines,  at  that  poft,  were  attacked  by  the  allies,  under  general  Wurm- 
fer,  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwic.  The  adion  lafted  for  eleven  hours.    The  French  were 
forced  from  their  entrenchments,  with  great  daughter  on  both  fides.    The  conqueror 
boafted  of  having  taken  nineteen  hundred  prifoners,  and  an  hundred  and  fixty-cight 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon.   The  latter  circumftance  demonftrates,    that  there  muft  have 
been  a  dreaful  carnage  in  defending    fuch  works  for  a  fpace  of  eleven  hours.    We 
now  return  to  the  tranfaclions  of  the  army   in  Flanders.  After  the  capture  of  Quef- 
noy,   the  next  object  with  the  prince  of  Cobourg  was  to  inveft  Maubeuge,  wheie  the 
French  had  a  fortified  camp.  His  army  croffed  the  Sambre,  on  the  29th  of  September, 
in  three  columns  ;  and  (urprifea  and  drove  in  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  French,  with 
a  very  trifling  lofs  on  either  fide.     The  London  Gazette  magnifies  this  affair  into  an 
important  advantage.     Cobcurg  and  Clairfait,  at  the  head  of  feventy  thoufand  men, 
laid  fiege  to  Maubeuge.  A  letter  from  the  deputies  in  the  French  army,  to  the  conven- 
tion, fays  that  Cobourg  had  employed  feventeen  days  in  cafting  up   entrenchments-, 
which  were  exceedingly  ftrong,    in  order  to  fecure  his  pofition.  On  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, the  corps  under  Clairfait  was  firft  attacked  by  the  republicans,   under  Jourdan. 
After  an  obftinate  ftruggle,  which  lafted  till  night,  the  French  retreated.    Next  morn- 
ing under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  they  returned  to  the  charge.  Two  national  reprefenta* 
tives  appeared^    fword  in  hand,  at  the  head  of  their  countrymen.   Behind  the  firft  line 
of  the  republicans,  an  immenfe  number  of  women,  without  fear  or  diforder,   fupplied 
the  foldiers  with  ammunition,  distributed  brandy,   and  carried  oft*  the  woundtd.     The 
engagment  commenced  with  fuch   a  dreadful    cannonade  on   boih   fides,   that  the 
eideft  German  officers,   who  had  been    in  the  war  of  feven  years,  and  the  Turkifh 
wars,    agreed  that  they  had  never  feen  any  thing  equal  to  it.     The  fire  of  muflcetry 
was  equally  terrible.     The  French  foldiers  fung  revolutionary  airs,  in  the  midft  of  the 
carnage  with  which  they  were  furrounded.     The  Auftrians  fought  with  their  wonted 
bravery  ;    but  they  were  finally  driven  from  the  village  of  Wattigwies,  and,  by  the 
lofs  of  this  poft,  a  retreat  became  neceffary.     On  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  the 
French  were  preparing  for  a  third  battle,  when  they  difcovered,   that  the  enemy  had, 
during  the  night,  abandoned  their  works,  and  retired  acrofs  the  Sambre.  The  London 
Gazette  reckons  the  lofs  of  the  Auftrians  at  two  thoufand  men,    killed  and  wounded, 
and  fpeaks  as  if  they  had  gained  a  kind  of  victory.     A  letter  from  Bruffels  eftimated 
th'tir  lofs  at  five  thoufand  killed  and  wounded  ;  but,  if  we   confider  the  length  of  the 
conflict,   and  the  great  number  of  the  combtants,    the  real  amount  of  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  vatiquilhed,  can   hardly  have  been  lefs  than  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand.     The 
number  of  the  two  armies  was  about  equal.     The  French    deputies,  in   their  letter  to 
the  convention,   only  fay,  that  when  they  entered  the  camp  of  Cobourg,  it  was  ftrew- 
ed  with  carcafes.   They  add,  that  the  enemy,  in  their  flight,  committed  the  mod  hor- 
rible devastations,  and  burnt  almoft  all  the  villages.     rlhe  deputies  placed  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  livres  at  the  difpofal  of  the  diftriet  of  Avefnes,  for  a  temporary  relief  to 
the  fufferers.  The  conduct  of  the  Dutch  troops,  in  this  battle,  was  laid  to  have  been 
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not  the  melt  fplendid.  The  fame  obfervation  had  been  made  on  their  behaviour  at 
Dunkirk.  The  Dutch  have  univerfally  betrayed  the  utmoft  averfion  to  the  war,  and 
to  their  pretended  allies  and  piotectors. 

On  the  i  ft  of  Auguft,  1793,  Marie  Antoinette,  late  queen  of  France,  was  convey- 
ed from  her  place  of  confinement  in  the  Temple,  to  the  Conciergerie,  a  prifon  deftined 
for  common  malefactors.  She  was  there  confined  in  a  room  or  vault,  eight  feet  fquare. 
Her  bed  was  of  ftraw.  On  the  14th  of  October,  me  was  brought  to  trial,  before  the 
revolutionary  tribunal.  She  was  accufed  of  a  multiplicity  of -crimes.  One  of  thefe 
was,  that,  even  before  the  late  revolution,  fhe  had  a  political  correfpondence  with 
"  a  man  called  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,"  to  whom  fhe  had  tranfmitted 
millions  of  the  public  money.  Another  of  the  accufations  was  of  a  nature  too  abfurd 
to  be  credited,  and  too  indecent  to  be  mentioned.  On  Wednefday,  the  16  of  Oc- 
tober, about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  fhe  was  conducted  in  a  cart,  with  her 
arms  tied  behind  her,  to  the  fpot  where  her  huftund  had  previouflv  fufFered.  The  popu- 
lace who  crouJed  the  ftreets  as  ftie  pafl"ed,  betrayed  no  marks  of  pity  or  compunction. 
She  met  her  fate  with  firmnefs  and  compofure,  in  the  thirty  eighth  year  of  her  age. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  the  convention  brought  to  trial,  Briflbt,  and  twenty-one 
other  deputies,  wo  had  been  arretted  about  the  beginning  of  June.  Among  thefe, 
were  fome  of  the  moft  able  and  refpectable  men  in  France.  They  were  all  found 
guilty,  and  condemned  to  death.  Valaze,  one  of  their  number,  ftabbedhimfelf,  in  the 
court.  The  reft  were  beheaded  about  noon,  on  the  30th  of  October.  Every  heart 
fickens  at  the  incelTant  repetition  of  fuch  horrid  fcenes.  The  late  duke  of  Orleans, 
alias  Philip  Egalite,  was  not  long  after  tried,  condemned,  and  executed,  abhorred  by 
all  parties.  The  delivering  up  of  Toulon  had  offered  much  exultation  to  the  combin- 
ed powers.  A  report  from  its  neighbourhood,  dated  the  1  ith  of  October,  was  read 
in  the  convention,  and  ftated,  that  the  garrifon'confifted  of  twothoufand  Englifh  troops, 
two  thoufand  Spaniards,  five  thoufand  Neapolitans,  two  thoufand  Slacvanians,  and  fif-' 
teen  hundred  Savoyards,  befides  two  hundred  cannoneers,  detached  from  the  mips 
cf  war  in  the  harbour.  Thefe  formed,  in  whole,  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  feven 
hundred  men.  The  report  adds,  that  large  reinforcements  were  daily  expected.  The 
tree  of  liberty,  that  had  been  erected  in  Toulon,  was  converted  into  a  gibbet  for  the 
republicans.  On  the  3o:h  of  November,  the  garrifon  made  a  (ally,  in  order  to  de- 
ftroy  fome  batteries  which  the  republicans  were  erecting  upon  certain  heights,  with- 
in cannon-fhot  of  the  city.  The  French  were  furprifed,  and  fled.  The  allies  rufhed 
forward,  in  purfuit  of  the  fugitives,  when  they  were  unexpectedly  encountered  by  a 
frefh  and  con fider able  force.  At  this  moment,  general  O'Hara,  the  commander  in 
chief,  at  Toulon,  arrived  upon  the  fpot,  and  while  attempting  to  bring  off  his 
troops,  was  wounded  and  made  prifoner.  The  a'lies  are  faid  to  have  loft  near  a 
thoufand  men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  priforers,  on  this  occafion.  On  the  morning 
of  the  19th  of  December,  Toulon  was  attacked  by  the  republicans.  Their  efforts  were 
chiefly  directed  againftfort  Mulgrave,  which  was  defended  by  more  than  three  thou- 
fand men,  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  feven  mortars  It  was  ftormed  before  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  French,  by  their  own  ftatement,  loft  two  hundred  men 
killed,  and  five  hundred  wounded.  The  whole  garrifon  were  cut  to  pieces,  except 
five  hundred  who  were  taken.  Among  the  prifoners,  there  was  a  Neapolitan  prince, 
nephew  to  the  queen  of  France.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  ruthed  among 
the  French  columns,  and  conducted  them  .to  .the  attack.  The  allies,  alarmed  by 
this  misfortune,  evacu  ;ted  the  other  forts,  and  began  to  take  mealures  for  remo- 
vi;  g  their  fhips  beyond  the  reach  of  the  (hot  and  fhdls,  which  the  republicans  were 
inceflandy  pouring  upon  .them.  More  than  four  hundred  oxen,  fheep  and  hogs, 
•with  ia*-ge  q  .amities  of  forage,  aad  ptarifions  of  all   forts,  and  a'^ove   an  hundred 
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pieces  of  cannon,  fell  into  the  hsnds  of  the   victors.     Two  hundrei  Spanifh  I.orfes, 
were  found  faddled  and  bridled,  which  could  not  be  embaiked. 

The  town  was  bombarded  from  noon,  till  ten  o'clock  in  the  fame  evening,  when 
the  allies,  and  parr  of  the  inhabitants,  having  firft  fet  fire  to  the  town  and  (hjpping, 
precipitated  their  flight.  Two  veflels  filled  with  fugitives,  were  funk  to  the  boron, 
by  the  batteries.  A  great  part  of  the  fhips  and  property  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  When  .the  inhabitants  obferved  the  prepara'ions  for  flight,  they  crouded  to 
the  fhore,  and  demanded  the  protection  which  had  been  prem'fed  to  them,  on  the 
faith  of  the  king  of  England.  A  fcene  ofconfufion,  riot,  and  plunder  enfued.  Error's 
were  made  to  tranfport  thoufands  of  thefe  people  aboard  the  fhipping  ;  but  thouiands 
of  others  were  left  to  the  vengeance  of  their  enraged  countrymen.  The  fequel  pro- 
duced a  fcene  cf  horror,  that  has  not  been  furpaffed  fince  the  fiege  of  Jerufalem. 
Many  of  the  Toulonefs  plunged  into  the  fea,  and  were  drowned,  in  attempting  to 
fwim  on  board  the  fhips.  Others,  in  defpair,  were  feen  to  (hoot  themfelves  on  the 
beach.  During  all  this  time,  the  flames  were  fpreading  in  every  direction,  and  the 
fhips  that  had  been  fetonfiie,  were  threatening  every  inftant  to  explode,  and  blow  all  a- 
round  therrt,  into  the  air.  The  Spaniards,  by  miftake,  fet  fire  to  the  Iris  frigate, 
inftead  of  finking  her,  as  they  bid  been  ordered.  She  had  on  board  feveral  thrmfand 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  blew  up,  with  a  terrible  fhock.  Two  Englifh  boats,  near 
her,  were  fhaken  to. pieces,  and  fome  of  the  men,  on  board  one  of  them,  were  killed. 
Not  long  after,  a  powder  vefTe)  blew  up,  with  a  ftill  greater  explofion. 

On  board  of  the  combined  fleets.,  the  fcene  was  fcarcely  lefs  dreadful.  They  were 
loaded  with  the  moft  difcordant  mixture  of  all  nations,  with  aged  men,  women,  and 
infants,  with  the  fick  from  all  the  hofpitals,  and  with  mangled  foldiers,  from  the 
pofts,juft  deferted,  and  whofe  wounds  were  ftill  undreft,  while  svery  ear  was  deaf- 
ened with  the  fhrieks  of  agony  and  diffraction,  for  hufbands,  fathers,  wives  and  chil- 
dren left  on  fhore.  If  any  circumftance  could  add  to  the  mafs  of  mifery,  it  was  that 
this  mixed  and  he! plefs  multitude  were  in  want  of  provifions  and  other  neceflaries. 
'Had  the  wind  proved  unfavourable,  they  muft  have  remained  at  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
querors. ' 

The  name  of  Toulon,  was,  by  a  decree  of  the  convention,  forever  fupprefled.  It 
was  to  be  called,  Port  de  la  Montagne,  in  honour,  of  the  party,  at  that  time,  trium- 
phant in  the  convention,  who  termed  themfelves,  the  mountain.  By  our  laft  advices 
from  France,  the  ancient  name  of  Toulon,  has  been  reftored. 

We  now  proceed  wih  the  military  operations  on  the  Rhine,  which  clofed  the  year 
j  79  3.  A  feries  ot  obftinate  engagements  were  fought  on  that  part  of  the  frontier  of 
France,  between  the  Auftrians  and  Pruflians,  on  one  fide,  and  the  republicans  on  the 
other.  It  appears  that  for  the  greater  part  of  a  fortnight,  in  the  end  of  November, 
every  day  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  bloody  battle.  In  relating  them,  the  oppofite  writers, 
as  ufual,  mutilate,  magnify  and.  diftort  their  narratives,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a 
confiderable  time  muft  el,<pfe,  before  it  is  poflible  to  form  a  relation,  that  has  any 
pretence  to  cenfiftencv.  This  explanation  muft  ferve  as  an  apology,  for  the  very  im- 
perfect account,  which  we  are  at  prefent  able  to  give  of  the  conflicts  wpon  the  Rhine. 
It  fetmc.  that  on  the  i6:h  cf  November,  the  Pruflians  were  repulfed,  in  an  attempt  to 
carry  b}' florm.tr; e  town  of  Bitche.  Eight  hundred  of  them  are  faid  to  have  been 
killed,  and  thirteen  hundred  wounded.  On  the  17th,  the  French  attacked  Blicfcaftle. 
The  duke  of  Brunfwic  fucceeded  in  turning  their  right  wing,  and  they  were 
repulfed.  On  the  18th,  another  battle  was  fought,  in  the  vicinity  of  Strasbourg,  be- 
tween the  French,  and  the  Auftrians,  under  general  Wurmfer.  The  only  account  which 
we  have  feen  of  this  affair,  is,  that  the  lofs  was  extremely  fevere  on  both  fides.  Oti  the 
2ilT,the  French  again  attacked  Wurmfer,  in  all  his  pofitions.  A  letter  from  Bruf- 
fels  computes  the  iefs  of  the  Auftrians  at  fix  thoufand   killed  and  wounded.     The 
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writer  adds,  that  the  French  had  been  compelled  to  retire  j  but  that,  by  later5 
accounts,  Wurmfer  himfelf  had  retreated  to  Hagenau;  that  the  French  had  taken 
Bliefcaftle,  had  entered  the  duchies  of  Deuxponts,  and  Luxembourg,  and  carried  off 
immenfe  plunder.  Another  letter  from  BrufTels,  dated  the  ioth  of  December,  relates, 
that  the  duke  of  Brunfwic  had  gained  three  fucceffive  victories  over  the  French,  on 
the  28th,  29th  and  30th  of  November.  The  account  fays,  that,  in  thefe  three  actions, 
the  French  had  eighteen  thoufand  killed,  as  many  wounded,  and  five  thoufand  made 
prifoners  ;  and  that  the  victory  coft  the  enemy  fixteen  thoufand  flain,  or  wounded. 
A  mong  the  former,  were  an  hundred  and  thirty  eight  Saxon,  Pruffian,  and  imperial 
officers,  befides  two  hundred  and  twelve  wounded,  of  whom  three  were  generals.  It 
farther  appears,  that,  on  the  jft  of  December,  there  was  a  fourth,  and  on  the  2d,  a 
fifth  battle.  In  thefe,  the  French  were  again  the  affailants,  though  they  are  reprefented 
as  having  juft  before  been  thrice  defeated  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwic.  They  attacked  at 
the  fame  time,  all  the  Auftrian  pofts,  from  Wangenau,  to  Hagenau,  Brumptand  Hock- 
felden,  and  with  much  difficulty,  they  were  repulfed.  In  the  latter  battles,  an  Auftrian' 
general,  count  Keglevitch,  and  twenty  three  other  officer*  were  killed,  with  fifteen 
hundred  privates,  and  an  equal  number  wounded.  This  is  one  of  the  Auftrian  ac- 
counts, by  which  it  is  ftatedthat  the  French  loft  five  thoufand  men,  It  is  plain,  that 
little  dependence  can  be  placed  on  thefe  details  ;  but  it  is  evident  that  the  flaughter 
muft  have  been  very  dreadful.  This  is  perhaps,  the  firft  inftance  in  hiftory,  where  the 
fame  troops  have  fought  five  general  battles,  in  the  {pace  of  fire  days.  The  campaigns' 
of  Hannibal  or  Frederic  offer  nothing  parallel. 

The  next  account,  which  we  have  of  the  military  operations,  is  in  a"  letter, 
dated  Frankfort,  December  29th.  It  fays,  that  the  imperialifts,  pofted  near  Hagenau, 
though  attacked  inceffantly,  had  been  able  to  maintain  their  ground,  until  the  2  2d  of 
December.  On  that  day,  the  republicans  attacked  them  with  fuch  a  tremendous 
artillery,  and  fo  irrefiftible  a  fuperiority  of  numbers,  that,  after  a  vigorous  refift- 
ance,  they  were  driven  with  precipitation  from  Flagenau,  and  retreated  to  Sultz, 
near  Wtiffembourg.  The  French  purfued  their  victory,  and  a  feries  of  new  engage- 
ments appear  to  have  taken  place,  on  the   23d,  24th,  25th,  and  26th    of  December. 

During  thefe  tranfactions,  a  misunderftanding  arofe  between  the  duke  of  Brunfwic 
and  general  Wurmfer,  which  ended,  not  long  after,  in  the  resignation  of  the  former, 
and  the  recall  of  the  latter.  Landau  had  been  befieged  by  the  allies,  and  Fort-  Louis- 
had  been  taken  by  the  Auftrians,  The  fiege  of  the  town  was  ra'tfed,  and  the  fort  was 
abandoned.  The  imperial  army  paffed  the  Rhine,  on  the  30th  of  December,  and  the 
Pruffians  at  the  fame  time  fell  back,  to  take  a  fituation  for  the  fecurity  of  Mentz. 
7mmenfe  quantities  of  military  ftores  of  all  kinds  were  taken  by  the  French.  At' 
Spires,  in  the  cellars  of  the  canons,  they  found  an  hundred  thoufand  pitchers  of  wine. 
The  granary  of  the  fathers  was  ftocked  in  proportion;  A  letter  was  read  in  the  con* 
vention,  which  ftated,  that  during  the  fiege  of  Landau,  the  enemy  faid  that  they 
had  call;  forty  thoufand  fhells  into  the  town.  The  defenders  of  the  place  computed  the' 
number  of  fhells  at  only  twenty  five  thoufand.  For  three  weeks,  the  garrifon  had  been- 
eating  horfes  and  cats.  Ammunition  bread  was  fald  (or  fourteen  livres,  per  pound, 
fugar,  for  eighteen  livr  s,  and  a  gcoiecoft  an  hundred*.  All  accounts  agres  in  affirm- 
ing, that  throughout  this  dreadful  conteft,  the  French  difplayed  profound /kill  in 
military  tactics,  and  the  moft  invincible  contempt  of  death.  As  the  relief  of  Landau 
was  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  this  winter  campaign,  the  foldieri  in  marching  to 
it,  exhibited  an  enthufiafm,  which  it  will  be  vain  to  feek  for,  in  the  annals  of 
mere  mercenary  armies.  They  were  in  want  of  fhoes.  When  to/d  by  their  officers, 
that  fhoes  were  about  to  be  diftributed,  they  replied,  that  republicans  did  not  require  t* 
lejhod,  in  order  to  fight  bravely.     Such  a  tone  may  be  regarded  as  extravagant,    but  it 

*  Note.  A  ilvre  is  about  one  fifth  of  a  dollar. 


FRANCE.  Cl$ 

becomes  extremely  formidable  in  th?  day  of  battle.  When  they  advmced  to  change 
the  enemy,  their  lines  refounded  with  the. crj" of,  Landau  or  death.  The  oldeft  Ger- 
man officers  v/ere  aftonifhed  at  their  oLftinite  bravery. 

For  the  expenfes  or"  the  enfuing  year,  the  BritiHi  rninifter  reprefented  tbat  nine- 
teen millions  nine  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  were  necefliry.  Or" 
this  fum,  he  faid  that  eleven  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  two  thoufand  pounds 
were  extraordinary,  above  the  peace  eftabhfhed.  So  enormous  is  the  expenfe  of  a 
modern  war  !  The  regulars,  militia,  and  tencibles,  in  the  fervice  of  Britain,  were  to 
exceed  an  hundred  and  forty  thoufand.  For  the  naval  fervice,  eighty- five  thoufand 
men  were  voted.  The  continental  troops,  in  Britifrt  pay,  amounted  to  between  thirty 
and  forty  thoufand  ;  fo  that  the  number  of  the  whole  was'about  two  hundred  and 
fixty  thoufand  men.  On  the  30th  of  April,  the  rninifter  made  a  farther  demand  on 
parliament,  for  two  millions  and  an  half  iterhng,  to  fabfi.'ize  the  king  of  Pruflia,  for 
the  year  1794.   The  fum  was   granted. 

Executions  continued,  during  the  winter,  to  be  frequent  in  France.  In  March, 
a  party  in  the  convention  called  the  Herbertifts,  were,  to  the  number  of  twenty,  ar- 
retted, tried,  condemned,  and  executed,  for  an  alledged  confpiracy.  A  few  days  af- 
ter, another  party  ihared  the  fame  fate.  Among  the  latter  was  Danton,  a  man  diftin- 
guifhed  for  his  promptnefs  to  bioedfhed,  and  who  had,  but  a  very  fhort  time  before, 
been  one  of  the  moft  popular  and  powerful  leaders  of  the  convention.  The  exit  of  thefir 
two  clafles  of  real  Or  fuppofed  confpirators  excited  but  little  fympathy,  as  a'l  or  m:>ft 
of  them  had  been  of  a'fanguinary  character. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  about  the-beginning  of  April,  publifhed  a  curious  minifefto, 
wherein  he  afligned  hi>  reafons  tor  withdrawing  from  the  combination  againft  France. 
He  painted,  in  the  moft  formidable  colours,  the  military  prowess  of  the  republican?, 1 
and  acknowledged,  that  he  fuftained  very  fevere  difafters,  in  attempting  to  check 
their  career.  The  Britifh  fubfidy  brought  him  back  to  the  fcene,  thcugh  with  a  tar- 
dy and  reluctant  ftep.  He  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter,  entered  into  a  kind  cf 
fcrib'-'Iing  conteft  againft  the  emperor,  before  die  diet  of  Ratifbon  ;  and  it  was  eaf/ 
to  difcover  that  the  tie  which  held  him  to  the  confederacy  was  of  the  weakeft  texture. 

The  2*th  of  April  was  one  of  the  firft  days  on  which  any  material  action  took 
place,  in  the  campaign  of  1794.  It  appears,  that  this  was  the  time  appointed  by  the 
French  to  attack  all  their  enemies  at  once  upon  the  frontier  between  Treves  and  the 
fea.  At  Moucron,  the  forces  under  general  Giairfait  were  totally  defeated  by  the 
French  under  Pichegru.  Six  thoufand  of  the  vanquifhed  are  fa:d  to  have  been  left 
dead  on  the  field.  Sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  large  quantity  of  military  Mores, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viclors.  Menin  and  Courtray  alfo  came  into  their  poffef- 
fion  and  a  general  confirmation  fpread  over  all  that  part  of  Flanders.  They  likewifey 
on  the  fame  day,  attacked  the  Britifh  and  Hanoverian  a- my,  near  Cateau,  with  twe-i- 
ty-eight  thoufand  men,  At  twelve  o'clock  on  the  preceding  night,  they  had  march- 
ed  out  of  Cambray.  At  dav  break>  they  fb:  med  their  line  under  the  cover  of  a  fo7, 
£nd  advanced.  General  Otto  was'dtfached  by  the  duke  of  Yor^y  with  the  cav.Jr/ 
of  the  right  wing,  to  turn  the  Fiench  on  that  flank.  The  duke  diverted  their  ater.- 
t-on  from  this  mcveme.it,  by  a  cannonade  i.i  f:o:;t.  The  manoeuvre  of  general  Otto- 
hai  the  dtfired  effect,  The  republicans  were  defeated  with  a  lot's  or  twentf-two 
pieces  of  cannon.  They  a!fo  made  an  attack  upon  the  ai  my,  h  the  fame  neighbour- 
hood, under  the  command  of  the  emperor  •,  but  were  repulfed.  The  allied  troops 
had  1  lid  fiege  to  Landrecy.  Thefe  difafters  d. {heartened  or  difabled  the  garrifon 
from  farther  refinance,  and  they  furrendered  to  the  number  cf  about  five  thoufand 
men.  The  campaign  thus  began,  on  the  rait  of  mon.rer.y,  with  fome  atrTp'cious 
omens.  About  this  time,  hswev  er,  general  B.aulieu-  was  defeated  near  Luxembourg; 
Four  battles  were  thus  fought  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days.    A  letter  ..-from  Beautieug, 
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dated  the  ift  of  May,    claims  a  victory  gained. on  the  preceding  day.     Amid  fuch  01 
labyrinth  of  r.cticns,   and   fuch   imperfect  and  contradictory   accounts  of  them,  it  is 
fomttimes  difficult   to  diltinguifh   to  what  particular  engagement  a    relation  applies. 
On  the  ioth  of  May,  the  duke  of  Yoik  was  attacked,  at  Tournay,   by   thirty  thou- 
fand  French,  who  were  repulfed.    On  the  17th,   early  in  the  morning,   the  combined 
armies,    under  the  command  of  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  York,    advanced  in  five 
columns  to  attack  the  French.      The  project  of  the  allies  is    conjectured  to   have  been 
to  cut  of? the  communication   between  Lifle  and   Courtray,  at   which  latter  place  the 
French,   having  advanced,  had  eftablMied  themfelves.     The  feparate  accounts  pub- 
limed  from  the  authority  of  the  emperor  and  the  duke  are  imperfect,   confined,   and 
in  a  degree  unintelligible.   The  fubftance  of  their  details  is,    that  the  French    had  an- 
ticipated their  defign,   and  attacked,   with  confiderable  force,   that  column  under  the 
command  of  York.   The  engagement  between  the  two  armies  lafted   till  the   evening 
of  the  1 8th,   A  letter  from  Bruffels  fays,   that   the    Biitifh  and   Hanoverian   column 
loft,   in  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,   three  thoufand  men,   and  forty  three  pieces  of 
cannon.     This  account  does  not  materially  differ  from  that  of  tre  duke  himfelf.      In 
his  letter,  it  is  acknowledged  that   eight  hundred   and   thirty-two   of  the  Britifh  offi- 
cers,  and  rank  and  file  were  killed,   wpunded,  or  miffing,   and  that  part  of  the  artil- 
lery was  left  behind.    Of  the  German  troops   in  his  column,  the  duke  does  not  fpe- 
cify  the  lofs.      The  imperial. narrative  is  ftill  more  incomplete,  and  acknowledges,  that 
on  the  evening  of  the  i#th,   no   account  whatever  had  been  received  of  the  column 
under  the  command  of  Clairfait.   A  note,    by  order    of  the  emperor,    was   publlfhed 
at  Bruffels,    on   the  19th,    warning  the  citizens  aga'nft  falfe  alarms  of  danger ;   and 
the  humble  tone  of  this  production  leaves  no   room   to  doubt   the    allies  were   com- 
pletely defeated.     The  duke  of  York  was,  on  the  -1 8th,  furrour.did  by   the  French, 
and  efcaped  with  difficulty.      A  letter   from   Chodieu,    representative  of  the  people, 
dated  Lifle,  May  1 8th,  fays  that  the  enemy,   on  the  firft  day,    had  the  advantage,  but 
were  on  the  ferond,   defeated  with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men,  and  fifty  pieces  of  can- 
non.   The  wri&er  fays  that  the  allies  attacked  the  French  jwith  fixty  thoufand   men. 
It  is  incredible  that  fo  numerous  an  army  fhould  have  been  defeated  wirh   fo  fmall 
a  lofs.    A  fnbfequent  letter  which  was  read  in  the  J^cosin   club,    fays  tint   Chirfair, 
on  the  1  7th  of  May,  loft  fixty  five  pieces    of  cannon,   and   fifteen  hundred  prifbners. 
An  account  from  the  French  army,  commanded  by  general  Fromentin,  dated  the   22d 
of  May,  favs  that  his  troops  had  eroded  the  Sambre,    in  feveral  points,   and   that  the 
divifions  acted  with  concert  and  fuccefs.  On  this  fame  2 2d  of  Mny,    at  fix  o'clock   in 
the  morning,  the  combined  armies  were  attacked,   in    their  camp  near   Tournay,   by 
the  whole  force  that  the  French  could  bring  againft  them-   The  action  lafted   till   h ..If 
paft  nine  at  n  ght,  and  the  republicans  were  compelled  to  retreat.    It  is  computed   by 
the  duke  of  York,  that  the  aflailants  were  not  iefs  than  an  hundred  thoufand  men.    A 
letter  from  this  duke  dated  the  26th  of  Miy,  favs,  that  on  the  24th,  genneral  Kaunitz 
had  routed  the  armv  of  Fromentin,   who   loft  five  thoufand  men,   and  fifty  pieces  of 
cannon  ,  and  retreated  back  again  over  the  Sambre.    An  account  foon  after  appeared, 
that  Ka-initz  had  been  routed  by  Fromentin,  in  a  fecond  engagement,    2nd  difmifled 
from  ine  fervice  by  the  emperor  for  mifconduct.  On  the  2,1  ft  of  May,  an  Auftrian  army 
threw  a  bridge  over  the  Rhine,  near  Holzhof,  and  patted  it  on  the  2 2d,  to  the  amount, 
as  the  nevvf;r,p:rs  report,   of  eighty  thoufind  foot,   a.id  four   thoufand  cavalry.     On 
the  fame  day,   and  fupported  by  a  body  of  Pruflhns,   they    engaged  with  the  French 
troops  in  that  quarter,  and  feemed  to  have  gained   fome  advantage,    though  after  an 
pbftinate  ftragglg.     Another  vitory   is  mentioned,   as  having  been  gained  over  the 
French  bv  the  Auftrians,    in  Flanders,    on  the  2d  of  June,  when  all  the  French  pofts 
between  the  Menfe  ar.d  the  Sa  nbre  we-;  r  tacked   and   carried.      Immcd  ately  after, 
we  find  chat  the  French  were  befiegir.g  Ypres  \    and  that  the  obftinate  Fromentin, 
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/though  a  fecond  time  driven  acrofs  the  Sambre,  had  a  fecond  time  repaffe d  it,  at 
the  head  of  a  form!  Jab] s  army.  Jourdan  a!fo,  we  obferve,  to  have  been,  about  th?3 
time,  mailer  of  Bouillon  and  Arlon,  at  the  head  of  another  of  the  armies  of  the 
republic  ;  and,  in  his  letters  to  the  convention,  he  promif;s  fpeedy  conqwefts.  Michaud, 
a  French  general  of  the  army  on  the  Mofelle,  in  a  letter  to  the  convention,  dated  the 
24th  of  May,  fays,  that  at  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  the  allied  now. 
,ers  attacked  him  on  all  points.  In  the  left  wing,  they  were,  he  fays,  completely 
.beaten,  but  on  the  right,  they  were  victorious.  Kaiferflautern,  and  feveral  other 
,  towns  had,  in  confequence,  been  taken  by  the  allies  ;  and  at  the  fi -ft  of  thefe  places, 
the  French  had  been  treated  with  peculiar  feverity.  This  produced,  or  w,!6  employ- 
ed as  one  of  the  pretences  for  palling  a  d-cree  in  the  convention,  that  Britim  and 
.-Hanoverian  fo!diers,fhould  receive  no  quarter.  The  generofity  of  the  French  troops 
, prevented  the  execution  of  this  order,  which  was  foon  revoked.  The  fiege  cf  Ypres 
continued  ;  and,  by  a ietter  dated  the  18th  of  -June,  we  are  told  that  Chirfait  fuf- 
.fered  three  defeats  in  five  days,  in  attempting  to  relieve  it.  In  one  of  thefe  actions 
on  the  14th  of  June,  the  legion  of  royal  emigrants  was  reduced  to  forty  one  men 
fit  for  fervice.  Cobourg  wasalfo  difappointed  in  an  attempt  to  relieve  it.  Charleroi 
waslikewife  befieged,  by  the  republicans,  who  on  the  1 6th  of  June,  were  forced 
tfrcm  their  entrenchments,  and  driven  over  the  Sambre,  by  an  army,  under  the 
prince  of  Grange.  A  fecond  account,  dated  BrufTels,  June  24,  faid,  that  this  victory 
had  been  over- rated,  and  that  on  the  18th  of  June,  the  fiege  of  Charleroi  was  renew- 
ed. On  the  iSth,  Ypres  capitulated,  In  attempting  to  relieve  Charleroi,  Cobourg  was 
,-feverly  beaten  ;  and  this  town  furrendered  on  the  2£th.  Cobourg  didnot  come  up 
/till  the  26th,  the  day  after  the  town  was  taken;  he  was  fupported  by  the  Dutch, 
under  the  prince  of  Orange,  but  in  vain.  This  was  the  battle  of  Fleurus  ;  a  name 
that  hath  fince  been  often  repeated  with  exultation  by  the  republicans.  Cobourc  was 
ignorant  of  the  capture  of  Charleroi.  The  army  that  protected  the  fieo-e  was  re- 
inforced by  the  other  which  had  carried  it  on.  To  this  Cobourg  afcribes  the  pro- 
priety of  his  retreat  ;  for  he  does  not  admit  that  he  was  beaten,  and  fays,  that  his 
jofs  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  men.  The  prince  of  Orange,  in  a  letter  to  the 
ftates  general,  acknowledges,  that  he  loft  one  hundred  ;  but,  in  reality,  this  battle 
feems  to  have  determined  the  fate  of  Fianders.  Cobourg,  immediately,  fent  off  his 
baggage;  and  the  whole  country  fell  into  the  greateft  alarm.  About  thirty  thoufand 
people  fled  from  BrufTels,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  taking  with  them  their  moft 
valuable  effects. 

It  has  been  already  noticed  that  a  Britifh  fubfidy,  of  two  millions  and  an  half 
fterlirg,  had  been  granted  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  to  prevent  his  feceftion  f'om  rhe 
caufe  of  the  allies.  The  infurrection  in  Poland,  this  fummer,  afforded  to  f  rederic 
William  a  caufe  or  pretence  for  withdrawing  hi?  forces,  after  having  received  a  confi- 
cerahle  partof  the  money.  Itis  faid  that  the  circumftance  of  accepting  a  fubfidy  was 
highly  unpopular  amorg  the  Pruftian  troops. 

A  reinforcement  of  Britifh  troops  from  England,  under  earl  Moira,  formerly  lord 
Rawdon,  weredifembaiked  in  Flanders,  in  the  clofe  of  June.  They  were  too  few  to 
oppofe  the  French,  before  whom  their  antagonifts,  on  every  fide,  gradually  retreated. 
Several  engagements  were  fought,  which,  in  the  narrative  of  any  former  military  con- 
teft,  might  have  been  inierefting  and  important.  Valenciennes,  Conde,  Quefnoy, 
Landrccy,  Oftend,  Antwerp,  in  a  word,  the  whole  of  Auftrian  Flanders,  fell,  within 
a  few  weeks,  into  the  hands  cf  the  French. 

To  counterbalance  th;s  'c.  rent  of  defeats  and'diiappointmenfs  by  land,  England 
acquired,  by  fca,  an  impcrranr  advantage.  On  the  iff  of  June,  lord  Howe,  wirh  twenty- 
five  fhips  of  the  line,  engaged  the  F.ench  admiral  with  twenty- fix  The  repub!:cr.ns  be- 
haved with  great  bravery,  but  they,  were  far  from  being  a  rriaici.  for  the  Britifh 'fl.et. 


653  FRANC        E.- 

The  gallant  Su.frein,  the  celebrated  antagonifr.  of  admiral  Hughes,  wssdead,  and  thV 
republic  pofT  tied  no  naval  officer,  who    could   be   compared,  for   experience,  to  lord 
Howe.     This  was  the  nrft  general  action,  at  fea,    which  had  been  fought,  during  the 
prefent  war,  between  the  two  rival  nations.     It  is  likely  that  the  arrangement  and  dif- 
c'plhe  of  the  French    navy  were  in  the  lame  ftate  of  confufion  and  imbecility  as  that 
of  their  army  was,  when,  in  April,  1792,  they  invaded  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  The 
engagement  heg:>n  between  fevenand  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and,   in  lefs  than 
an  hear,  "  the  F  ench   admiral,"  favs  lord  Howe,    "  crouded   off,  and  was  followed 
by  moft  of  the  fh..s  of  his  van,  in    condition  to  carry  fail  after  him,  leaving   with  us 
about  tenor  twelve  of  his  crippled  or  totallv  difmafted  fhips."    As   only  feven  of  this 
number  were  taken,  it  fj'ows.   that   the  Englifh  fleet  had   fufFered  feverely  in  their 
K-.afts  and  r\z.  i-ng.      The  republicans  loll  two   reffels  of  eighty  guns,  and  five  of  fe- 
veoty  f  ur    Oneof  thefe,  the  Vengeur,  funk  almoft  immediately  on  being  taken  pcf. 
f  ffion  or.     Her  fi'  king  was  fo  fudden  that  adequate  afliftance   could  not  be  given  to 
the  cew  •,  hut  lord  Howe  fays  that  many  were  faved.   A  regular  ftatersent  of  the  Britifli' 
]Ts,  in  killed  and  wounded,  his  not  been  published,  but  it  muft  have  been  confi Jerable. 
Captain  Mon"a:jue  was  fhin,  and  captain  Harvey  died  of  his  wounds.    Rear  admirals 
Bowver  and  Pafley,  and  captain  Hutt,  loll  each  a   leg.     As  the  whole  of  the  Englifh 
r.'mir.  is -m  1  captains  in  the  engagement  did   not  exceed  about   th;rty,  we   ihould  in- 
fer, ftom  thefe  parti  ulars,  that  one-fixth  part  cf  the   crews  were    either  (lain  or  dan- 
geroufly  wounded,      i  he  nev.  s  of  this  fuccefs  was    received   at   London  with  extreme 
triumph.  A  gene  al  illumination  took  pb.ee,  and  a  riot  enfued,  thatlafted  two  or  three 
days.      'J  he  windows  of  a  gve..t  number  of    gentlemen  were  broken,  and  thiemfelves" 
i'  failed  by  the  mob.   Carriages,  coming  into  town,  were  furrounded  by  gangs  ofruf- 
fians,  who'  compelled  the  parTcngers  to  give  thtm  money,  under  the  pretence  of  drink- 
ing  an   oblation  lb;  the  victory.      The  outrages  oftherabble  were  u">dei flood  to  be 
partly  in  der  the  direction  of  fome  persons  of   fuperior    rank.      The  wi.  dows  of  earl 
Stanhope,  and  fume  other   gentlemen,    though    i'luminated,  were  broken.     Thewin- 
coas  bi  n.r,  V»  i  -kes,  cempofed  of  painted  glafs,  had  long  been   admired  as  one  of  the 
g re_te!t  and  mcfi  elegant  ^uriofuies  in  London.   They  were   demolished  by  the  mob. 
Jt  was  propofed  to  matt  ear!  Hjvve,  a  ma  quis  ;   but  an    incivility  from  mr.  Pitt,  in- 
duced him  to  decline  this  diftincViory.     By  this  action,  the  Freirh  obtained  one  impor- 
tant o' ject.      A  fleet  of  an  hundred  and  feventeen   fail  from    this  country,  laden  chief- 
ly with  prcvifioi  is,  reached  France  in  fafety. 

It  has  been  already  dbfei  ved,  that  general  Paoli  was  cited  by  the  convention  ti  ap- 
pear at  their  Lar,  and  anfwer  for  his  con  'uct,  and  that,  as  this  fummons  was  equiva- 
lent to  a  ft  r.tence  of  death,  he  had  been  compelled  to  feek  the  protection  of  the  king 
cf  England:  On  the  j  ft  of  May,  1794,  he  pubhfhed  an  addrefs  to  his  coJntr)  me:t, 
fl2?ing  the  injuries  they  bad  Aftained  from  the  French,  and  inviting  them,  by 
their  deputies,  to  afTemble,  on  the  enfuing  8ih  of  June,  at  Corte,  to  choofe  a  form 
cf  Government.  This  m  eting  accordingly  took  p'gee.  The  king  of  Eng'and  w.-s 
el  fted  king  of  Cotfica.  A  new  conftitu-tian  was  rramed  and  ratified,  and  fir  Gilbert 
t,  formerly  c  immiilionef  for  the  government  of  the  ill  fated  acqxfi  ioa  of  To\i- 
Ion,  v.as  appointed  by  Gejrge  III.  his  viceroy.  The  French  were,  by  degrees,  forced 
to  leave  the   iflan  '. 

In  addition  to  tie  A  ufirian  Netherlands-,  the  republic  acquired  the  bifhopric  df 
Lege.  1  he  oeo  le  had  1  rig  been  among  the  very  woift  governed  in  Europe,  and 
the\  felt  tow  rJs  their  ep  fcopal  fovereiga,  no  fentiment,  but  that  of  deteftation. 
Evsn  b-for  the  French  armies,  after  the  bat'le  or  Fleurus,  hid  t:me  to  march  to  their 
fiipport,  they  broke  out  into  a  premature  insurrection,  which  was  iuppreffe  I. 

1  le  prn  e<  f  Sax  Co-bourg  eff  died  hisretrefet  acrofs  the  Meufe,  with  little  mo- 
ltfi&Lcn,  and  the  Ficnch,  being  occupied  in  f.izing  and  fecu  ing  their  conqu^ib  in  the 
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Netherlands,  relaxed  forfome  weeks,  the  ardour  of  their  exertions,  hi  another  quarter 
their  efforts  were  undiminiftied.  Frederic  William  had  withdrawn  the  quota  of  Pruf- 
fian troops,  which  were  to  be  fuppiied  for  the  Briti/h  fubfidy  ;  but  his  pr.  portion,  as 
a  German  prince,  which  is  eftimated  at  about  twenty  thoufand  men,  were  permitted 
to  remain.  Whether  thefe  forces  were  employed  to  defend  Kaiferflautern,  or  whether 
any  other  corps  of  Pruffians  had  be<*n  ftationed  to  protect  this  poft,  we  have  not  yet 
learned.  All  we  know  is,  that  from  Wednefdav,  the  gth,  to  Wednefday  the 
1 6th  of  July  inclufive,  the  French  attacked  them  with  their  ufual  impetuofity,'  and 
without  intermimon,  either  nioht  or  day.  The  Pruffians  were  finally  forced  from 
their  entrenchments  with  a  terrible  car.-uge.  It  is  faid,  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
attack,  the  French  rufhed  upon  th^  Pruffian  batteries,  with  as  much  indifference,  as 
ifthey  had  not  been  loaded  i  carried  thim  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  almoft 
annihilated  the  Pruffian  army.  By  Wiother  account,  we  learn,  that  the  Auftrians  and 
the  troops  of  the  empire  were  alfo  inch-  hi  m  this  feries  of  attacks  ;  and  that,  in  tha 
courf. :  of  three  weeks,  this  allied  army,  confiding  of  at  leaft  feventy  thoufand  mer^ 
was  a' moft  totally  dcflxoyed.  Some  reports  flated  the  allies,  as  amounting  to  an  hun- 
dred thoufand.  - 

On  the  joth  of  July,  1794,  prince  Cobourg  publifhed  a  general  addrefs  to  the  Ger- 
man nation,  dated  from  his  head  quarters  at  Fouron  le  Comte.  This  piece  contained 
a  violent  invective  againft  the  French  republic.  He  termed  them,  "  an  infuriated 
nation,  to  whom  the  life  and  welfare  of  men,  religion,  duty,  and  the  focial  ties  of 
fociety,  were  become  a  fport."  In  the  moft  earneft  language,  he  entreated  the  Ger- 
mans to  rife  in  arms,  in  defence  of  their  altars,  their  dwellings,  their  emperor,  and 
their  liberty.  He  exhorted  them  to  feize  the  treafures  of  their  churches,  and  brine 
them  and  their  own  (liver  plate  to  the  emperor,  «'  that  thev  may  ferve  to  pay  h:s 
defenders.  You  will  receive,  by  way  of  compenfation,  his  obligatory  acknowledge- 
ments in  due  form."  This  ?.ddrefs  had  Iktle  or  no  effeft,  and  is  only  intereftinp,  as  it 
ferves  to  mow  the  extremity  of  alarm,  which  was  now  felt  by  the  members  of  the 
Germanic  body.  The  emperor  likewife  addreffed  to  the  convention,  of  the  upper 
Rhine,  a  long  declaration,  dated  the  12th  of  Auguft,  1794,  and  couched  in  the  moft 
unqualified  language  of  defpair.  He  obferved  that  the  enemy  were  victorious  in 
every  quarter  j  that  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  communities  were  ftill  poffsffed  of 
treafures,  which  remained  untouched  ;  and  that  if  the  imperial  court  was  to  be  aban- 
doned, at  this  decifive  crifis,  the  deftruction  of  the  empire  was  unavoidable.  Such 
confeffions  and  entreaties  could  only  be  extorted  by  great  diftrefs.  Their  fincerity  can- 
not be  denied.  Government  itfelf  depends  on  reputation  ;  and  nothing  can  be  fo  de- 
ftructiveto  the  credit  of  ftrength,  as-  an  acknowledgement  of  weaknefs.  Thefe  two 
ftate  papers  form  a  ftriking  and  defirable  contraft,  to  the  two  fanguinary  and  infolent 
jnirifcftces,  publ  fhi-dHy  the  dukeof  Rrunfwic,  on  the  25th  and  27th  of  July,  1*792 
wherein  the  city  of  Paris  was  menaced  with  military  execution.  Cobourcr,  not  Jong 
after,  lefigned  his  command. 

In  the  coHrfeof  then  operations  in  Flanders,  during  this  campaign,  the  French 
reduced  to  practical  utility?  the  difcovery  of  the  air  balloon.  Officers  were,  on  fome 
emergencies,  fent  up  a  considerable  height  in  the  air,  and  tranfmitted  their  fucceffive 
remarks  on  the  numbers  and   manoeuvres  of  the  allies,  to  the  French  generals. 

The  ftjdthokkr  on  his  part,  addreffed  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  Well  Friefland,  in 
a  memorial,  dated  the  4th  of  .-.uguft,  1794.  He  flated,  that  the  prsfVnt  war  was  more 
exper.five  than  any  former  one  •,  that  "  the  enemy  with  whom  they  had  to  contend 
counted  for  nothing,  her  colonies,  commerce,  agriculture,  and  national  profperity,  if 
in  exhaufting  all  the  forces  of  her  country,  me  could  reduce  her  rivdt  to  the  fame  ftate 
of  privation."  He  recommended  the  moft  vigorous  meitures,  but  with  as  little  fuccsfs.* 
as  the  prince  of  Cobourg. 
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On  the  8th  of  Auguft,  general  Michaud,  having  received  orders  from  theconvejj. 
tion  to  take  Treves,  at  any  price,  attacked  the  entrenchments  before  that  town.  The 
allies  were  driven  out  of  it  with  considerable  (laughter.  The  electoral  throne  was  con- 
veyed  to  Paris. 

A  lift  appeared  in  Auguft  1794,  in  the  London  newspapers,  by  which  it  feems,  that 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  up  to  that  date,  the  French  had  captured  fix  hundred 
and  eighty  eight  veflels,  the  Englifti  three  hundred  and  eighty,  the  Spaniards  thirty, 
and  the  Dutch  two.  French  affignats  were  openly  forged  in  England,  to  the  extent  of 
many  millions  of  livres.  They  were  diftributed  in  the  t  rritorie?  of  the  allies,  to  be 
difpofed  of  on  the  French  frontiers.  When  Oftend  was  taken,  in  the  fummer  of  1794, 
two  millions  two  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  livres  of  forged  aflignats,  manufac- 
tured in  England,  were  found  in  that  city.  With  a  cheft  full  of  ;his  commodity,  there 
were  found  two  pafiports,  figned  by  the  imperial  officers  of  BrufTels  and  Oftend, 
enjoining  that  it  fhould  be  Suffered  to  proceed  free  of  all  duties.  Barrere  made  a 
report  of  this  affair,  to  the  convention,  wherein  he  obferved  that  this  was  a  noble 
example  of  juftice  and  probity,  to  give  the  world.  The  oppofition  prints  in  London 
made  alfo  very  loud  clamours  on  this  pitiful  fcheme,  but  without  effect. 

On  the  twenty- fixth  of  Auguft,  Sluys  was  taken  by   the   republicans,     The  garri- 
fcn,  confifting  of  two  thoufand  men,  were  fent  prifoners   to  Dunkirk.    The  fiecre  is 
faid  to  have  coft  the  French  an  equal  number  of  men.    While  the  armies  of  France 
were  thus  ann:hilating  its  external  enemies  on   every   fide,  a   convulsion  happened  in 
its  centre,  tnat  filled  all  Europe  with  momentary  furprife  and   aftonifhment.     From 
the  time  of  the  execution  of  Danton  and   his  party,   Robi  fpk  rre,     with  a  few  affb- 
ciates,   had  Seized  the  abfolute  government  of  the  country.     The  furvwing  friends 
of  their  antagonifts  became  natural   objects  of  jealoufy  ;    and  thisjealoufy  produced  a 
multiplicity  of  trials   and  executions    before   the   revolutionary  tribunal.     The  com- 
mittee of  public  fafety,  as  they  were  called,  became  in   a  fact  a  committee  of  public 
deftruction.     Nothing  flopped  their  career.    They  boldly   legislated   for  the  nation  ; 
nor  were  they  fatified  with  dictating  the  meafures  to  be  taken,  and  with  regulating 
the  great  concerns  of  the  ftate  j  they  aimed  at  concentrating  the  powers  of  execution 
and  fuperintendancr.  The  more  powers  that  they  afTumed,  the  more  defpotic  that  they 
became,  the  greater  was  the  number  of  abufes  which  they  hao  to  punifh,  and  confe- 
quently,  they  were  obliged  to  affume  the  application  of  punifhment  into  their  own 
hands,  of  which  the   revolutionary  tribunal    became  the  nominal  inftrument.     The 
committee  believed  that  it  would  facilitate  their  opeiations,  to  condemn  to  death  for 
all  crimes  ;  and  by  this   rule  they  only  made  enemies.     They  attempted  to  fupprefs 
murmurs  by  ftifling  the  public  voice,   and  they  only  increafed   the  fermentation.    It 
was  impoSfible  to  reduce  a  lively,  intelligent,  and  ironical  people,  fuch  as  the  French, 
to  the  gloomy  Silence  of  an  oriental  haram.    Paris   in  particular,   was  inflexible,  and 
the  Struggle  produced  a  profusion  of  judicial    murders,   which  impreSTed  foreign  na- 
tions with  horror.  Since  the  quarrel  on  the  31ft  of  May,    1  793,  about  two  hundred 
members  of  the  convention  had  either  been  imprifoned,  exiled,  or  affkflinated.     The 
mdft  eminent  leaders  had  gradually  been  expelled   or  deftroyed.     To  fill  their  places 
was  the  ufk  allotted  to  the  convention.  _  It  is  the  practice  in  France,  thatwhm  a  mem- 
ber is  elected,  a  number  of  fubftitutes   are  chefen  to  Supply,  in  cafe  of  accident,  his 
place.  T  hi  committee  of  Kobefpierre   aflumed  the  real  direction  in  cafes  of  this  kind, 
arid  thus  the  convention   began  to  be  filled  with  perfons  devoted  to  their  will,  or  dif- 
pofed to  obey  it.     the  Jacobin   club,    likewife,   the  municipality  of  Paris,  were  two 
'of  the  pillars  on  which  rhepowpr  of  this  party  refted.    But  the  famecaufe  which  has 
ruined  many  other  political  cabals,  overthrew  that  of  Robefpierre.  The  party  dif- 
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agreed  among  themfel'ves  »  or  rather  the  leader  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety  feems 
to  have  become  tired  of  them,  In  concert  with  St.  Juft  and  Couthopi,  two  of  its  num- 
bers, he  formed  a  plan  for  feizing  upon  its  authority.  For  fix  weeks  preceding  the 
26th  of  July,  1794,  he  had  abfented  himfelf  from  it,  that  is,  from  the  time  when  he 
found  that  the  other  members  would  not  fubmit  to  his  direction.  During  that  peri- 
od, both  he  and  his  agents  were  bufy,  at  the  Jacobin  club,  and  over  all  Paris,  in  vili- 
fying the  committee,  and  holding  forth  the  neceffity  of  another  revolution,  and  a  new 
purification  of  the  convention,  or,  in  other  words,  a  new  profcription  of  the  members. 
Having  iecured,  as  he  thought,  the  Jacobin  club,  the  mayor  and  municipality  of  Pa- 
ris, and  the  armed  force,  he,  on  the  26th  of  July,  came  down  to  the  convention, 
where  he  delivered  a  fpeech  arraigning  the  conduct  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
the  committee  of  finance,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  government.  Barrere,  Bdlaud 
Varennes,  and  others,  replied,  and  recriminated  in  the  moft  hoftile  tone.  The  conven- 
tion who  faw  no  end  to  this  trade  of  accufation  and  profcription,  had  lon<*  fince  been 
deeply  alarmed  ;  and  defpair,  perhaps,  infpired  them  with  a  degree  of  confidence.  No- 
thing important  happened  on  this  day.  On  the  27th,  St.  Juft  came  to  the  convention, 
and  began  to  deliver  a  fpeech  to  the  fame  effect  as  the  former  by  Robefpierre.  St.  Juft 
and  he  were  both  interrupted  by  the  convention.  Accufations  of  Robefpierre  were 
now  heard  with  .the  loudeft  applaufe  •,  and  whenever  Ro'jefpierre  attempted  to  vindi- 
cate himfelf,  the  majority  of  the  convention  and  the  galleries  vociferated  "  Av/ay, 
away  with  the  tyrant!"  T  allien  moved  that  the  fitrhg  fhould  not  break  up,  and  that 
Henriot,  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  fhould  be  arretted.  Both  motions  were 
inftantly  adopted,  as  well  as  feveral  others,  for  feizing  the  aflbciates  of  Robefpierre, 
and  for  fecuring  thefa*'ety  of  the  convention  and  the  peace  of  the  city. 

In  the  evening,  all  the  perfonswho  had  been  apprehended,  were  refcued.  The  Jaco- 
bins, the  mayor  of  Paris,  and  the  municipality,  declared  in  favour  of  Robefpierre. 
The  greater  part  of  the  national  guards  were  feduced  by  Henriot  to  the  fame  fide  of 
the  queftion.  This  man,  as  he  was  running  about  and  calling  to  arms,  was  taken  into 
cuftoav,  but  foon  after  refcued,  the  croud  furrounded  the  place  were  the  commttee 
of  general  fafety  ufed  to  meet.  The  doors  were  forced  open,  but  the  members  were 
all  at  the  convention.  In  the  mean  time,  Robefpierre  and  his  confederate  had  repaired 
to  the  municipality,  who  were  depositing  and  appointing  public  officers,  ifluing  orders 
to  the  fections,  arrefting  the  nuflengers  of  the  convention,  and  exercifing  various 
other  functions  offov^reign  power.  The  department  of  Paris,  and  the  forty  eight 
fedtions,  declared  in  m  c'iate'y  for  the  convention.  The  committees  of  public  and  ge- 
neral fafety  adred  with  promptitude  and  vigour.  The  meafures  that  they  propofed  were 
irftantly  fanCtioned  by  the  convention,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  the  people  were  every 
where  prepared  to  defend  their  representatives.  The  armed  force  followed  their  ex- 
ample, and,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July,  thechiefsof  the  confpi- 
rators  were  taken.  Robefpierre  attempted  to  fhoot  himfelf,  and,  it  has  been  faid,  that 
the  piftol  ball  broke  his  under  jaw.  He  was,  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  conduc- 
ted to  the  fcaffbld,  amidftthe  execrations  and  infults  of  the  populace,  who  but  a  few 
days  before,  had  univerfally  venerated  his  vhtucs,  or  trembled  at  his  frown.  Nineteen 
of  his  accomplices  were  executed  with  him.  Among  thefe  were,  his  brother,  St.  Juft, 
Couthon,  Henriot,  commander  of  the  national  guard,  Dumas,  prefident  of  the  revo- 
lutionary tribunal,  Vivier,  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club,  Simon,  preceptor  to  the  fon 
of  the  late  king,  and  L'Efcot,  mayor  of  Paris.  On  the  29th,  fixty-eight  of  the  muni- 
cipal officers,  who  had  collected  themfelves  in  the  hall  of  the  commune,  and  declared 
for  Robefpierre,  likewife  fuffered  death.  At  the  fame  rime,  a  deputy  of  the  conven- 
tion, who  had  been  acommiflioner  to  the  army,  loft  his  head.  He  had  been  convict- 
ed as  acceflary  to  the  plots  of  Robefpierre. 

Thisconlpiracy  was  crulhcd  with  lefs  bloodfhed  than  might  have  been  expected 
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fince  only  a  few  lives  wire  loft,  befides  thofe  abovementioned.  There  was  not  the 
jfmalleft  difturbance,  either  in  the  provinces  or  the  armies.  Numerous  addrelTcs  of 
congratulation  were  prefented  to  the  convention.  It  is  affirmed,  that  on  the  25th, 
26th,  and  27th  of  July,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  perfons  were  condemned  by  the 
revolutionary  tribunal,  and  executed.  Among  thefe  at  the  age  cf  feventy  four,  was 
baron  Trenck,  famous  all  over  Europe,  for  his  Writings  and  his  fufferings.  It  is  need- 
lefs  to  enquire  into  the  crimes,  real  or  imaginary,  of  theft  prifoners.  Many  people 
were  about  this  time  beheaded  for  no  alledged  guilt,  but  that  of  cenfuring  the  tyran- 
ny of  Robefpierre.  A  petition  has  lately  been  prefenred  to  the  convention  from  a  fa- 
mily at  Strasburg,  who  reprefented,  that  their  father  was  put  to  deith  by  St.  Juft,  for 
refufing  to  give  him  a  carp  that  he  had  bought.  The  convention  put  a  flop  to  thefe' 
horrid  executions.  On  the  7th  of  Auguft,  feven  hundred  prifoners  were  reienf-d  from 
their  confinement  at  the  Luxembourg.  On  the  10th,  the  actors  cf  the-  French  theatre, 
and  feven  hundred  other  prifoners,  confined  by  the  late  ufurpers,  were  alf ■>  difcharged. 
It  was  computed  that  there  were  in  prifonat  Paris,  eight  thoufand  perfo.i?,  of  whom', 
one  half  were  efteemed  entirely  innocent.  A  print  was  pubiilhed,  reprefenting  the 
French  people  in  the  fquare  of  the  revolution,  without  heads,  and  the  executioner  in 
the  act  of  guillotining  himfclf. 

On  the  16th  of  Auguft,  Barrere  related  in  the  convention  a  curious  difcovery, 
whereby  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Quefnoy  had  reached  Pars  within  half  an  hour 
after  the  French  troops  entered  into  the  place.  This  invention  is  fince  known  by  the 
mme  of  the  telegraph? .  Its  conftruction  and  its  ufes  are  too  familiar  to  the  reader  for 
any  farther  account  cf'lhem  to  be  requifite  in  this  place.  On  the  ift  of  September, 
a  letter  was  read  in  the  convention  from  general  Seherer,  announcing  the  capture  of 
Conde.  This  event  has  already  been  mentioned  -,  but  the  quantity  of  ftores  depofited 
in  this  town  deferves  notice.  One  hundred  and  fixtyone  pieces  of  cannon,  fix  thou- 
fand muskets,  befides  thofe  of  the  garrifon,  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  weight  of 
powder,  an  hundred  thoufand  balls,  bombs,  and  fhells,  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  car- 
tridges, fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  lead,  and  provifions  of  all  kinds, 
were  found  in  Conde.  This  curious  detail  demonftrates  the  enormous  expenfe  of 
modern  war  ;  and  the  aftonifhing  refources  of  a  republic  that  has  overcome  fuch 
opposition.  On  the  30th  of  September,  Cambon,  in  the  name  of  the  committee  of 
finances,  gave  in  an  account  of  the  fums  impofed  and  received  in  the  Netherlands. 
Thirteen  million  of  livres  had  been  paid  in  ingots,  or  in  French  or  foreign  coins. 
The  total  contribution  exacted  was  about  fifty- two  millions. 

The  French  continued  to  purfue  their  advantages  in  the  Netherlands,   after  the  re- 
treat of  Cobourg.     The  Britifh  army,   notwithstanding  the  natural   ftrength  of  the  ' 
country,  was  conftantly  forced  to  retire  before  the  fuperior  forces  of  Pichegru.     On 
another  fide,    Jourdan  preiTed  on  the  remnant  of  the  imperial  army,   who  were  attac- 
ked near  Maeftricht,  by  this  commander,  upon  the  15th  of  September.    The  conflict 
was  fucceflively  renewed  for  five  days  ;  and,  on  the  20th,  the   Auftrians  were  finally 
driven  from  their  pofts.  Jourdan,  in  a  letter  dated  the  17th  of  September,  informed  the  : 
convention,  that  he  had  defeated  eighteen  thoufand  Auftrians,  entrenched   at  Emeux 
and  ^prement.   Two  thoufand  were  found  killed  or  wounded  on  the  field.  The  French 
tooic  feven  hundred  prisoners  and  twenty-fix  pieces  of  cannon.    The  Auftrian  camp,  • 
at  Chartres,  were  al.o  abandoned.  On  the  1 8th,  Reekham  and  Stockham  were  forcerV  • 
Maeftricht  was  Con  after  inverted  by  the  French  at  every  point.     Fifteen  vefie's,  with? 
cargoes  worth  a   million  of  livres,   were  captured  at1  its  investment.    On  the  22d  of 
September,    the   covention  received   intelligence  of  the   capture  of  Crevecceur  and' 
Kaifeifiavtern^  The  capitulation  of  the   former  town   gave  great  alarm  in  Holland, 
as  the  ^efiftance  was  no'  proportioned  to  the  means  of  cefence  ;     and  as  it   comman- 
ded the  fluices  of  Bois  ic-Duc,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Meufe.  Kaiferflautern  had  bee»- 
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faker)  a  few  days  before,  by  prince  Hohenloe,  at  the  head  of  the  Pruflian  troops ;  it 
was  almoft  immediately  recovered.  The  date  of  either  of  the  two  actions,  at  this 
pott,  we  have  not,  at  prefent,  been  tb'e  to  learn  with  accuracy.  Similar  miftkes 
have  undoubtedly  occurred  in  our  attempt  to  form  a  regular  narrative  of  this  laby- 
rinth of  battles. 

We  have  not,  in  this  sketch,  attempted  hitherto,  any  detail  of  the  military  pro- 
ceedings in  Spain.  The  king  was  exceedingly  embarrafTed  in  his  finances,  and  if  t  h^ 
fame  force  that  has  operated  againft  Flanders,  had  been  directed  by  the  French  againft 
his  dominions,  Chsrles  the  fourth  would,  prohably.  by  this  time,  have  been  erafed 
from  the  catalogue  of  fovereigns.  About  the  monh  of  Auguft,  Fontarabia,  one  of 
the  ftrongeit  places  in  the  north-earr  part  of  Spain,  was  taken,  alter  a  trifling  refif- 
tance.  On  the  19th  of  September,  the  Spaniards  attacked  the  French  near  Bel'egarde, 
a  strong  place  in  Roufiilon,  on  the  frontiers  of  Catalonia.  The  former  fled,  and 
left  on  the  field  fix  hundred  men,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon.  On  the  24th,  the 
French  were  attacked,  near  St.  Sebaftian's,  by  fix  thoufand  Spaniards,  who  were  like-' 
v. iw  defeated.  St.  Sebaftian's  itfelf,  had  fometime  before  been  taken  by  the  republi- 
cans. 

C  lairf.it,  with  the  Austrian  army,  retired,  after  his  defeat,  on  the  20th  of  Sep=- 
tember,  to  the  opposite  fide  of  the  river  Rhoer,  and  there  entrenched  himfelf  with, 
between  fixty  and  eighty  thoufmd  men.  On  the  2d  of  October,  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  Jcurdan  crofled  the  river  with  his  troops,  in  four  columns,  and  attacked 
the  enemy'.  The  paflage  of  the  river  was  attended  with  considerable  difficulty,  as 
bridges  were  to  be  made  under  the  fire  of  the  Auftriari  artillery.  The  Rhoer  had  been 
fwollen  by  continued  rains  for  ten  days,  and  the  places  where  it  was  fordable  had 
been  planted  with  chevaux  de  frize.  The  impetuofity  of  the  republicans  were  irre- 
fiftible.  The  column  under  general  Kleber,  too  impatient  to  wait  for  the  construction 
ot  bridges,  rufhed  through  the  stream,  afoended  the  oppofite  bank,  and  carried  the 
entrenchments  in  that  part,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  In  lefs  than  two  hours,  the 
Auftrians  were  totally  defeated,  and  took  fhelter  under  the  fortifications  of  J  uliers. 
At  midnight,  they  began  a  retreat,  and  a  thick  fog  prevented  its  being  difcovered 
till  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  October,  when  they  were  feen  in  full 
flight  towards  Cologne.  Jourdan,  in  a  letter  dated  the  day  after  the  battle,  eftimates 
the  lofs  of  the  enemy  at  four  or  five  thoufand  men  killed  or  wounded,  betides  be- 
tween feven  and  eight  hundred  prifoners.  The  French  were,  at  this  time,  in  pur- 
fuit.  Neither  GilUt,  representative  of  the  people,  nor  Jourdan  himfelf,  in  their  re- 
fpectivv.  letters  to  the  convention,  mention  the  capture  either  of  cannon,  or  of  stan- 
dards. Ths  omiflion  leaves  room  to  fufpict,  that  Clai:  fait  had  made  previous  arrange- 
ments for  a  retreaf,  with  more  than  ufual  attention.  During  the  night  between  the 
2d  and  3d,  Joudan  planted  a  battery  of  howitzers  oppofite  to  Julicrs  -,  and,  as  foon 
as  the  tog  in  the  morning  permitted  the  army  to  riifcern  the  place,  fome  fhells  were 
thrown  into  the  foitre  s.  The  magiftrates  immediatly  came  out,  and  delivered  their 
k«ys.  Giilet  fays  that  the  place  was  ftronger  than  Landrecy  ;  though  it  it  furrender- 
ed  without  fling  a  (hot.  Sixty  pieces  of  canm  ns  and  five  hundred  quintals  of  pow- 
der where  here  found.  This  was  one  of  the  mod  glorious  and  impo»tant  advantages 
which  had  yet  been  gained  by  the  republic  ns.  Some  arcounts  from  Germany  compute 
the  lofs  of  Ciairtait,  in  this  affair,  at  twelve  thoufand  men.  One  letter  ftates  that  three 
battalions  ot  Hukns  were  annihilated.  A  wide  extent  of  country  was  immediately 
laid  open  to  the  French  arms.  J  he  fieges  of  M  eft  rich  L  and  Kris  le  Due  were  form- 
ed. I  he  army  of  Jourd.n  proceed  -d  in  three  columns  towards  Bonn,  Cologne,  and 
Dufieldorff.  The  two  former  towns  lie  oi.  the  French  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  last 
on  the  oppofi  e  fide.  At  Cologne,  the  French  were  received  wi,h  gre..t  dtmor.ftration 
of  j  7    by  the   inhabitants.   Here  they  found  a    numerous  artiliery,    aod  an  arfem-JU 
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well  fupplied  with  military  {lories .  Bonn  alfo  was  taken.  Trenches  were  opened  againffc 
Dufrehiorff,  and  the  tcwn  was  (et  on  fire  by  feme  fh? Us.  There  followed  a  kind  of 
truce,  or  tacit  fufpenfion  of  arms.  The  French  were  willing  to  make  the  Rhine  the 
boundary  ot  their  progrefs.  Another  acount  fays,  that  Duffeldorfr  fuftained  no  injury 
whatever,  but  paid  a  contribution. 

On  the  ioth  of  October,  Boisie  Due  capitulated.  It  is  faid,  that  the  governor,  unde- 
fined, gave  Hi,  to  Pichegru,  a  lift  of  four  hundred  and  eight  emigrants,  who  were  imm:» 
diately  deftroyed.  Maeftricht  furrendered  on  the  4th  of  November,  after  a  blockake, 
from  the  22d  of  September.  The  garrifon  confided  of  between  eight  and  te.i  thoufand 
Dutch  and  Auftrians.  The  attack  from  the  French  did  not  ferioufly  begin  till  the 
29th  of  October,  and  in  three  days  a  capitulation  became  neceffary.  On  the  30th  of 
October,  the  French  fent  a  fummons  to  capitulate,  which  was  refufed.  The  attack 
was  thin  made  with  fuch  argumented  fury,  that  the  air  v/as  filled  with  balls,  bombs, 
and  howitzers;  and  of  thefe,  twelve  thoufand  were,  in  three  days,  thrown  into  the 
town.  Some  of  the  bombs  were  two  hundred  pounds  in  weight.  Above  two  thou- 
fand buildings  were  -either  entirely  deftroyed  or  greatly  damaged.  Two  hundred 
foldiers  and  inhabitants  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  Macitncht  was  to  have  been 
ftormed  on  the  day  that  it  furrendered. 

Every  circumftan.ee  of  this  campaign  wore,  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  a  melancholy 
and  difaftrous  afpect.      It  was  publicly  affirmed  in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  commons,  that 
between  the  Auftrian  and  Engliih  forces,   a  co-operation  to  any  effectual  purpofe  was 
impracticable,  fince  each  of  them  hated  the  other,  much   more  heartily,    than   either 
of  them  hated  the  French.   Englifh  officers,   left   wounded   in  the  field,   were  fome- 
times  murdered  by  Auftrian  foldiers  or   their  wives,   for   the   fake  of  robbing   them. 
The  duke  of  York,    and  the   Prince  of  Cobourg,    were  upon  cold  terms  •,   2nd  the 
Auftrians  were  all  together  extremely  averfe  to  the  fervice.     On  the  9th  of  February, 
1795,   the  earl  of  .Lauderdale  (kid,    in  the  Britjfh  houfe  of  peers,  that  many  Aufiritn 
officers  remained  at  fick  quarters,   till  they  were  threatened  with  being  fent  to  their 
pofts  under  an  efcort  ofhufTars.   The  conduct  of  the  Pruffians  was  yet  more  extr*ordi- 
nary.   Frederic  William  was  to  have  fupplied  fixty  thoufand  men,  who  did  not  appear. 
On  the  5th  of  February,  1795,  mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  that 
his  Pruffian  majefty  had  received  twelve  hundred   thoufand  pounds .fterling,    but  ap- 
parently without  any  difcharge  whatever  of  his  part  of  the  obligation  ;   and  he  thought 
it  moft  remarkable,   that  one  of  the  payments  was  made  fo  late  as  the  4th  of  Odober, 
i;.'94,  when  all  hope  of  the  advance  of  thefe  forces  had  vanifhed.   The  native    troops 
of  the  elector  of  Hanover  have,  at  various  times,    during  the  campaign  of  1794,  be- 
trayed an  unufual  reluctance  to  fighting,  and  promptnefs  to  defertion.    The  indiffe- 
rence of  the  Dutch  foldiers,  to  the  common    caufe,   has   produced  the  loudeft  mur- 
murs.  In  fhort  excepting  the  Britifh  themfelves,    none  of  the  troops  engaged,  feem  to 
have  felt  any  perfonal  enthufiafm  for  the  conqueft  of  the  French  r<  public. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  the  di.ke  of  York  was  driven  from  Nimeguen,  where 
thirteen  hundred  Dutch  foldiers  were  made  prifoners.  The  fubfequent  hiifory  of  the 
Britifh  troops,  in  this  campaign,  may  be  reduced  to  a  ffw  words.  They  were  fuccef- 
fi^ely  driven  from  one  poft  to  another  with  coifiderable  lqfs.  On  the  /14th  of  Octo- 
ber, a  l,t  er  was  read  in  the  convention,  announcing  the  capture  of  Clevesand  Cob- 
lentz.  Before  the  latter  place,  the  Auftrians  were  entrenched,  and  their  redoubts 
we.  e  earned  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  Cologne  was  ordered  to  pay  nine  millions 
oflivrts.  The  clergy  were  enjoined,  under  pain  of  death,  to  deliver  up  every  article 
of  plate  belonging  to  their  e  lure  i  s.  On  the  24th  of  November,  the  Dutch  fortrefs  of 
Crave  yielded  to  the  ainjs  of  the  republic  In  relating  an  ordinary  war,  this  would 
have  I  een  an  eve  it  of  high  importai  ce.  But  our  readers  rauft  pardon  the  omiflion 
of  a  variety  of  articles  of  this  nature,   becaufe,  even  if  accurate  information  could  be 
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,ot)taineJ  of  events  fo  recent,  it  Ij  impracticable  to  -condenfe  -the  whole  of-  them  within 
thenectflary  limits  of  this  work.  Mr.  Pitt  was  lately  predicting  in  the  British  houfe 
of  commons,  the  bankruptcy  of  the  prefent  French  government,  and  dated,  as  a  pre- 
lude to  it,  the  extravagant  expenfe  of  their  military  ef+ablifhment  for  1794,  which  he 
gueffed  at  an  hundred  and  fifty  millions  flerling.  Mr.  Ftx,  in  reply,  reminded  him 
that  the  republic  had  performed  more  in  this  one  campaign,  than  might  Pave  requir- 
ed five  •,  that  it  was  a  campaign,  to  which  there  was  no  rtfernblance  in  the  annals  of  ma- 
dern  Europe. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  the  Jacobin  club  of  Paris  were  in  the  interefts  of 
Robefpierre,  and  after  his  downfall,  they  began  to  oppofe  the  convention.      For  fome 
days  pofterior   to  the   28th  of  July,  their   meetings   were  djfeontinued.     When  they 
affembled  again,  they  congratulated  the   convention,   but   with  an  ill  grace,   upon   is 
fuccefs.      1  his  appearance  of  friendship  did  not  laft  long.  They  had  loft  their  pepu'a- 
rity  -,  the  co:  vention  had  gained   it;   and  jealoufy   excited  them  to   t.dce   the  firft  op- 
portunity of  cenfuring  its  proceeding*.      T  he  convention   had  opened  the  doors  of  the 
prifons,  and  fet  at  liberty  an  immenfe  number  of  perfons  arretted  by  Robefpierre,  and 
who  only  waited  for  their  turn  to  bleed  at  the    guillotine.     At  this  act  of  lenity,  the 
Jacobins  complained.     They  declared,   that  the  enemies  of  the  republic  were  reitore  1 
to  fredom  ,  and  that  ariftocracy  and  moderation,   began  every   where,    to  fhow  their 
'heads.   The  Jacobins  regretted   the   abolition   of  the  revolutionary   tribunal;   and  it 
may  be  worth  while  to  give  fome   account   of  the  nature  of  this    court.   Robefpierre 
had  obtained  thepafling  of  a  decreethat  rendered  all  trials  before  it  a  perfect  mockery. 
Ey  this  law  the  priloner  was  not  allowed  counfel  or  attornies,  and  death  was  to  be  the 
punifhment  of  every  crime.   This  tribunal  the  tyrant  had  compofed  of  judges   and  ju- 
ries, who  were  either  in  his   interefts,  or  who  durft  not  contradict  his  will.    Whenever 
he  wanted  to  deftroy  aperfon,  it  was  only   requifite   to  bring    him  before  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal.      Thirty  or  forty   victims    were  thus  difpatched  every  day  in  Paris, 
and  the  mandates  of  the  defpot  produced    fcenes     of  the   fame  kind  in  other  parts  of 
France.     This  court  v. as  now  diffolved,  and  a  new  one  erected,   upon  a  more  humane 
arid  juft  eftablifhment.     ^ne  accufed   were  to    be  allowed   counfel.   The  judge;,  when 
they  found  a  prifoner  guilty,    were  bound   to    declare    with    w'ut  intention  they  be- 
leived  that  the  crime  had  been  committed  ;  for  it  was   imagined  that  many-affected 
peifcns  had  been  led  to  act  unintentionally  againft  the  intereft  of  the  republic.    Thefe 
regulations  offended  the  Jacobins.      They  addrtffed  the  other  popular  focieties,  in  and 
fibout  Paris,  and  called  upon  them  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft  thefe  moderate  mea- 
fur  s.   They  received,  or  pretended  to  receive,  and   publifhed,  addreffes  from  a  great 
number  of  focieties,  in  different  parts  of  the   republic,   which  declared  themfelves  de- 
voted to  the  Jacobins,  and  oppofed  to  the  new  and  lenient   fyftem.     On  the  other  fi  ie, 
the  convention  a. fo  were dady  receiving  addreffes  of   thanks,  from  every  quarter,   for 
their  vigilance  in  difcovering,  and  their  activity  in  fuppressing,  the  confpiracy.      Many 
of  the  Jacob  ns    were  members  of  the    convention,   and   formed   party   in  it,  who 
cal'ed  themfdves  the  mountain.     A  decree  paffed  forbidding  the  men' ion  of  this  name. 
The  Jacobins  adhered  to  it.   Jn  the  end,  the  two  parties  came   to  a  trial  of  ftrength. 
The  convention  had  appuinted  a  committee  of  twenty-one  members  to  make  a  report 
concerning  the  Jacobins,  and   this  was  to  be  given  in  on  the  nth  of  November.  On 
the  6Wl  preceding,  a  quarrel  happened  at  the  Jacobin-hall,  or  near  it,  and  after  fome 
blows  on  each  fide,  tire  populace  cleared  the  hall,  which  was  locked  up.   A  deputation 
haying  teen  fent  fn  m  the  convention    to  eftablifh  order,  they  addreffed  the  people  for 
that. effect.     They  reminded  them  that  the   conftituticn    authorifed  popuhr. focieties. 
1  lit  people  anfwered,  that  they  were  not  aiming  at  popular  focieties,  in  general,   but 
at  f;  1    uinary  men.  The  Jacobin  meetings  in  the  hall  of  the  rnonafterv,  havefince  been 
for  bidden,  and  as  the  place  is  national  property,  the  convention  are  authorifed  to  da 
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To.  But  the  club  is  not  difiblved  ;  for  if  hath  fince  held  meetings  m  Paris,  at  ano- 
ther place.  It  is  inaccurate  to  fay,  that  popular  focieties  are  difcountenanced  by  the 
prefent  rulers  of  France  ;  though  they  have  fubjected  them  to  fome  Ariel  regulations. 
7  hey  have  received  numerous  addrefTes  from  fuch  bodies.  The  Jacobin  club  originally 
cenfifted  of  fome  fhoufands  of  members,  many  of  whom  were  principal  actors  in  the  ririt 
pp.rt  of  the  revolution,  of  which  this  fociety  was  an  active  and  poweiful  inurnment. 
In  the  tumultuous  vicifiitudes  of  the  times,  many  of  the  leaders  were  deiiroyed,  many 
were  expelled,  and  many,  from  various  motives,  dererted  it.  Hence  it  had,  on  dinerent 
occafiens,  affumed  different  tones  of  proceeding  y  and  it  has  been  alleged,  that  the 
fold  of  the  combined  powers  had  cafual  influence  on  fome  of  itsmembeis.  On  the 
22d  of  November,  174,4,  the  president  of  the  national  convention,  in  anfwer  to  an 
sddrefs  refpecling  this  fociety,  fpoke  as"  follows:  "1  he  convention  will  maintain  the 
popular  focieties,  which  are  eftablifhed  by  the  conftitution,  with  the  fome  fiimn.fs  and 
ccurage,  which  created  the  Jacobin  fociety  ;  that  fociety  which  has  formerly  rendered 
our  country  fervices,  that  will  fecure  it  horourable  pages  in  hiftory  ;  but  which,  fined 
the  9th  of  Thermidcr,(27'h  cf  July  J  has  become  a  den  of  lions"  It  is  cenain,  diat 
fince  the  date  laft  mentioned,  the  meafures  of  the  convention  have  sffunfed  a  much 
more  mild  and  benign  afpect.  Above  feventy  deputies,  who  had  been  impnfoned  for 
various  reafons  or  pretences,  have  lately  been  reltored  to  their  liberty.  Among  theie, 
was  Mercitr,  author  of  fallen  de  Paris,  and  other  works  of  merit.  Onthebthof 
November,  general  Kellerman  flood  trial  before  the  new  revolutionary  tribunal  at 
Paris,  on  different  charges.  Thetefiimony  cf  the  witneiTes  went  entirely  in  his  favour, 
and  he  was  acquitted,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people.  General  Miranda,  like- 
wife,  has  lately  been  difcharged    from  a  long  confinement. 

While  theft  pioceedings  happened  at  Paris,  the  French  army  continued  in  their 
career  of  victory.  On  the  fide  of  Spain,  various  advantages  were  obtained.  In  Bifcay, 
Navaire,  and  Catalonia,  fome  places  of  importance  have  been  taken.  On  the  German1 
frontier,  the  French  have  completely  fwept  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  without 
k-iving  a  -Tingle  fold  I  r  of  the  allied  army,  excepting  the  garrifons  of  Mentz  and  Lux- 
embourg. By  our  la-ft  accounts,  both  thefe  places  were  clofely  befieged.  Manhiemy 
which  fiands  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Rhine,  at  the  confluence  of  that  river  with  the 
Neckar,  has  alfo  been  befieged  ;  and  c:n  the  25th  of  December,  the  fort  of  the  Rhine, 
which  commands  it,  capitulated.  The  fort  was,  by  the  terms  of  furrender,  to  be  de- 
molifhed,"  ashoftilities  are  not  to  be  carried  on,  beyond  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine." 
While  the  German  empire  was  thus  torn  afunder,  by  her  unhappy  connexion  with 
the  alliance  againft  France,  the  Britifh  nation  were  hardly  more  fortunate  bv  fea; 
Their  merchants  weie  aftor.ifhed  and  often  ruined  by  the  numerous  captures  which 
the  republican  privateers  conftantly  made  of  their  vefiels.  Though  the  victorv  of 
JordHowe,  OB*e-2d  of  June,  1794,  over  the  grand  fleet  of  France,  was  extremely 
important,  yet  the  fuper.onty  of  theEngliih  flag,  for  the  ufeful  purpofe  of  protecting 
commerce,  has  exifted  ra.her  in  name,  than  in  fact.  The  trade  of  France  was  almoft 
entirely,  it  not  altogether,  carried  on  in  foreign  bottoms  -,  and  confequently,  the  could 
Jofe  nothing  but  her  navy.  The  fleets  cf  Britifh  commerce,  filled  every  part  of  the 
ocean,  ard  it  was  impoflible  that  they  fhould  efcape  without  confiderable  havoc  A 
gentleman,  lately  arrived  from  Paris,  has  pufc.'iihed  a  lift  of  the  French  navy,  as  if 
now  fUnds  It  contains  ninety-fix  fhips  cf  the  line,  armed  or  fitting.  Of  thefe,  fhe- 
lead  carry  feventy  four  guns.  There  are  twenty  five  others  building,  or  lately  launch- 
ed, and  alfo  twenty  fhips,  frcm  fifty  to  fixty  guns,  with  an  hundred  and  four 
frigates,  which  are  mohly  of  forty-four  or  thirty  fix  guns.  Befides  thefe,  the  French 
navv  r.zs  ninety  two  lefllr  vefTels,  of  various  names  and  fizes,  forming  i„  whole,  three 
hundred  Mid  thirty-feven  fhips  of  war.  To  thefe  muft  be  added  a  vaft  number  of 
cruiicrs,  fitted  out  by  individuals.      Wh:n  at  the  fame  time,  we  reflect  that  Britain  is 
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the  firft  commercial  country  in  the  world,  and  that  her  a<£t  of  navigation  confines  he* 
trade  chiefly  to  her  own  Shipping,   we  Shall    not  be   furprized  to   hear,  that  about  fix 
hundred  Britifh  merchant  veflels  are   now  lying,   as  prizes,    in  the  harbour  of  Breft  ; 
and  that   thirty  thoufand  Britifh  feamen  are  prrfoners  to  the  republic      One  French 
privateer  brought  fafe  into   port,  at  a  fingle  fweep,   Sixteen  Englifh  prizes.   Thefe 
details  demonftrate  with  what  reluctance  a  commercial   people,    who  understand  their 
own  interests,  will  engage  in  a  naval  war  ;  fince    Britain,   with  a  navy,   admitted  to  be 
the moSt  formidable  on  the  ocean,    has,   by  confiding  in  its  fupenority,  encountered 
fuch  a  multitude  of  difappointmenrs.      Admiral  B!igh,  in  the  Alexander,   af.fevtnty- 
four  guns,  was  lately  taken  and  carried  into  Breft.      About  the   end  of  the  year  1704, 
intelligence  was  received  in  Europe,  of  the  almoft  entire  destruction  of  the  Britifh  fet- 
tlement  of  Sierra  Leone,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  This  is  a  peninfula,  lying  to  the  foutfi 
of  tke  river    Gambia,  and  it  was  felected  by  a  benevolent  Society  in  Britain,  as  the 
moft  proper  fpot  for  planting  a  colony  confifting  of  black  people  who  had   acquired 
their  freedom.     The  plan  was   dictated  by  motives  of  the  purest  humanity,    and  the 
profpect  of  the  fettiement,  has  been  reprefented  as  flattering.  But,  about  the  end  of  Sep. 
tember,  1790,  it  was  vifited  by  a  fleet  of  French  privateers.   It  is  faid,  that  the  harbour 
af  Freetown,  the  name  of  the   principal  place,    was  defended  by  a  battery  of  twen- 
ty-four   pounders,   and    had   a  magazine  well  fupplied  with  ammunition    and  frrull 
arms.     The  people  infilted  on  making  a  defence,  and  the  free  blacks  from   Halifax,  in 
Nova  Scotia,  offered  to  man  the  batteries.  The  account  States,  that  the  governor  refu- 
fed  to  make  any  opposition  whatever,  and  on  a  Shot  being   fired  from  a  trench  frigate, 
which  Struck  his  own  houfe,  immediately    hauled   down  his  colours.     The  whole  fet- 
tiement,  for  a  range  of  two  miles  from  the  fea  coaft  into  the  country,    was  reduced  to 
a  heap  of  ruins  •,  and  not  a  Single  veffel,   belonging  to  the  colony,  was  to  be  feen  upon 
the  coaft.     The  account  ade's,  that  the  French  privateers  took   twenty  (tven  English 
prizes.  In  one  fchooner  they  found  twenty-five  tons  of  ivory,  and  a  quantity  of  gold  duft. 
While  this  article  was   preparing  for  the  prefs,   intelligence  has  arrived  of  the  fur- 
render  of  Amsterdam,  to   the  army  of  Pichegru,  the  total  reduction  of  Holland,  and 
the  cordial  junction  of  the  people  at  large,  with  the  French  nation.     On  the  20th  of" 
December,  the  republicans-  who  had  made  a  temporary  paufe,    were  every  where   in 
motion,  along  the  frontier.   Several  actions  enfued,  wherein  the  Britifh,  Hanoverians, 
and  fome  Auftrians  who  acted  with  them,  fuffered  feverely.   Pichegru,  in  a  letter,  dat- 
ed Bois  le  Due,  the  29th  of  December,  fays,  that  the  committee  of  public  fafety  had 
given  directions  to  proSecute  the  campaign  by  taking  Grave,  the  ifle  of  Bommel,   and 
completing  the  blockade  of  Breda-,   and  that,  by  the  moft  Singular  good  fortune,  the 
whole  had  been  completed  in  one  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  nothwithftandin? 
the  extreme  cold,  his  army  attacked  the  enemy,  for  an  extent  of  twelve  leagues,  from 
Nimeguento  beyond  the  river  Merck,  and  were,  as  ufual,  ev;ry  where  victorious. 
They  gained  an  hundred  and  twenty  piecesof  cannon,  Sixteen  hundred  pnfoners,   two 
pair  of  colours,  and  three  hundred  horfe?.    The  French  were  the  more  eaSily  fui.ee  ll- 
ful,  becaufe  the  ice  in  the  rivers  had  been  frozen  very  hard.     They  were  thus  ena- 
bled to  crofs  without  difficulty,  and  attack  the  pofts,  both  in  front  and  rear.   Many  of 
the  French  foldiers  ufed  fkaits.     One  letter  fays,  that  threr  thoufand  pairs  had  been 
ordered  to  be  made  for  their  Service.     A  letter  from  the  British  army,  dated  the  29th 
of  December,  fays  that  their  effective  men  had,   of  late,  been  reduced  from  feventeen 
thoufand  to  ten  thoufand.  Nothing  can  be  more  Shocking  than  defcriptions  that  have 
been  given,  of  the  Situation  of  the  Sick  and  wounded  of  thefe  troops,  during  their  fuc- 
ctflive  retreats  before  the  republicans.  They  were  fometimes  to  be  removed  at  mid- 
night, from  the  warm  beds  of  an  hofpital,  into  waggons,  in  which,  at  the  depth  of 
winter,    they   were    driven    a  considerable   distance.      Some    became  raving    mad 
with  pain,  while  others,  lefs  unfortunate,  were  frozen  to  death.    When  it  became 
Vol.  II.  8    P 
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evident  that  the  Fren:h  arms  could  no  longer  be  refifted,  the  people,  all  over  the  feven 
provinces,  rofe  in  numerous  bodies,  organized  themfelves  into  national  guards,  turned 
cut  the  old  mngiftrates,  and  elected  others,  of  oppofite  principles,  in  their  ftead.  An 
attempt  had  already  been  made,  but  without  fuccefs,  to  throw  a  garrifon  of  the  allied 
troops  into  Amfterdam.  On  the  16th  of  January,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
princefs  of  Orange  fled  from  the  Hague,  and  embarked  for  England,  with  her  daugh- 
ter-in-law. In  the  evening,  the  ftadtholder  aflembled  the  ftates  of  Holland,  and  in- 
formed them  of  the  neceffity  which  he  was  under,  to  retire  immediately  from  the 
country,  to  provide  for  his  pei fonal  fafety,  and  that  he  had  accepted  the  resignation 
cf  his  two  fons,  one  of  whom  commanded  the  Dutch  army,  and  the  other  was  general 
cf  the  cavalry.  Both  accompanied  him  in  his  flight  to  England,  where  his  family  and 
himfelf  were  received,  on  hnding,  at  Great  Yarmouth,  with  the  moft  tumultuous 
demonftrations  of  welcome.  The  rabble  loofed  the  horfes  from  their  carriages,  and 
drew  them  round  the  town.  The  character  of  this  ftadtholder,  and  his  conduct-  lowards 
his  country,  have  already  been  explained.* 

The  ftates  of  Holland  inftantly  directed  orders  to  be  tranfmitted  to  all  their  military 
commanders,  that  they  fhould  no  longer  refift  the  troops  of  France.  Williamftadt, 
Breda,  Gorcum,  Bergen  op  zoom,  and  a  multitude  of  other  fortified  places,  fell  imme- 
diately into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors.  The  latter  behaved  with  the  greateft  and 
meft  b.udable  moderation,  and  were  welcomed  with  univerfal  joy.  At  Amfterdam, 
there  was  the  greateft  exultation  ever  known.  On  the  19th  of  January,  thirty  French 
huflars  entered  the  city.  The  tree  of  liberty  was  directly  planted  before  the  town- 
houfe.  The  French  nstional  colours  were  every  where  difplayed,  and  the  national 
cockade  was  univerfally  aflumed.  The  arms  of  the  ftadtholder  were  at  the  fame  time, 
every  where  taken  down.  The  prifons  were  fet  open,  and  thofe  of  the  republican 
party,  who  had  been  confined,  were  fet  at  liberty.  On  the  evening  of  the  20th,  Piche- 
gru  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  five  thoufand  men,  entered  the  town.  No  infult  was 
offered  to  any  perfan  whatever,  nor  any  violation  to  property.  Euthufiaftic  joy  was 
marked  on  every  countenance.  A  revolutionary  committee  iflued,  on  the  10th,  a  con- 
gratulatory addrefs  to  the  citizens,  on  their  deliverance  from  ftadtholderian  defpotifm. 
This  piece  was^dated  the  firft  day  of  Dutch  freedom.  Next  day,  a  proclamation  was 
ifiued  by  fix  of  the  reprefentatiyes  of  the  French  nation.  They  aflured  the  citizens 
that  they  were  not  considered  as  accomplices  in  the  criminal  attempt  of  the  ftadthold- 
er Egainft  liberty  ;  that  the  armies  of  the  republic  ftiould  obferve  the  ftricteft  difci- 
pline  •,  and  that  the  fmalleft  injury,  committed  by  them,  ftiould  be  feverely  puniftied. 
On  the  28th  of  January,  a  new  tree  of  liberty,  decorated  in  the  moft  elegant  manner, 
and  crowned  with  the  cap  of  liberty,  was  planted  before  the  town  houfe.  It  was 
planted  during  a  concert  of  mufical  instruments.  The  national  guard  of  Amfterdam 
formed  a  circle  around  it,  within  which  a  great  number  of  young  ladies,  drefl'ed  in 
white,  and  decorated  with  the  three-coloured  riband,  danced  amidft  the  acclama- 
tions cf  the  people.  All  accounts  agree,  that  there  hus  hitherto  been  the  greateft  har- 
mony between  the  two  nations,  and  it  is  equally  the  intereft  of  both  parties,  that  this 
1  a.rr.ony  fhould  continue. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  the  members  of  the  new  ftates  c,f  Holland,  who  had  al- 
ready been  convoked,  afTemhled  at  the  Hague.  Citizen  Peter  Paulmus  was  chofen 
pre  dtnfti  IKeosrth  upon  the  old  cenftitution  wasfuppreffed.  The  aiTembly  qualified 
then.feives,  as  prcvifionary  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Holland;  they  decreed 
the  fevereignt)  of  the  people,  and  the  rights  of  man,  and  aboliihed  the  ftadtholder- 
fl.ip.  with  ail  its  dependencies.  The  chambers  of  accounts  and  others  were  difiblved, 
and  replaced  by  cemmiueet.  of  public  welfare,  military  affairs,  and  finance,  which  w;:  s 

*  Vcl.  1.  p.  422. 
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immediately  organized.  The  fame  advices  add,  that  the  deputies  of  the  fbtes-Tjneral 
have  been  recalled,  A.  total  change  has  been  made  in  the  political  constitution  of 
the  feven  united  provinces. 

Arequifition  has  been  made  by  the  French  deputies  to  the  ftates- general,  for  the 
following  fupplies  to  their  army,  viz.  "  two  hundred  thoufand  quintals  of  wheat,  five 
millions  of  truffes  of  hay,  weighing  fifteen  pounds  each,  two  hundred  t'ioufand 
truffes  of  ftraw,  of  ten  pounds  each,  five  millions  of  meafures  of  oats,  of  ten  pounds 
each,  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pairs  of  fhoes,  twenty  thoufand  pairs  of  boots, 
twenty  thoufand  coats  and  waiftcoars,  forty  thoufand  pair  of  breeches,  an  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  overalls,  two  hundred  thoufand  fhi.-ts,  and  fifty  thoufand  hats,  the 
whole  to  be  delivered  at  three  fsveral  periods,  within  one  month,  at  Bois  Ie  Due 
Thiel,  and  Niroeguen,  and  further,  twelve  thoufand  oxen  to  be  delivered  in  the  fpace 
of  two  months."  The  (rates  have  accordingly  decreed  that  the  fupplies  ihail  be  furnifhed. 
When  the  news  arrived  in  England,  of  the  furrender  of  Amrtcrdam,  an  order  was 
immediately  iffued  to  flop  every  Dutch  vefTel  in  the  Britifli  harbours.  Two  (hips,  of 
fixty-four  guns,  fix  Eaft-Indiamen,  and  feventy  other  merchantmen,  are  faid  tohave 
been  detained.  It  is  reported,  that  great  numbers  of  Englifh  veffels  have  b:en  de- 
tained  at  Amsterdam,  and  in  the  other  harbours  of  the  united  provinces.  The  go- 
vernment of  England  has  attached,  it  is  faid,  the  Dutch  property  in  the  En^lim  funds 
to  the  extent  of  about  feventy  millions  fterling. 

By  the  capture  of  Amfterdam,  ten  (Tups,  of  feventy-four   guns,  and  twenty-four, 
of  iixtv-four,  have  been  added  to  the  French  navy,    befides  feventy  five  other  veffsls 
of  inferior  fize,  from  fifty  fix,  down  to  fix  guns,     The  whole  Dutch  navvfecured,  are 
faid  to  carry  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty  guns. 

Thus  have  the  French  acquired  pofTeflion  of  an  invaluable  country,  which,  by  its 
wealth,  marine  (kill,  and  commercial  indudry,  formed  the  chief  rival,  in  thofe  re- 
flects, which  the  Englifh  had  to  dread.  Its  ports  are  geographically  calculated  to  be 
fatal  to  Britain,  for  the  latter  has  none  oppofite,  into  which  her  greit  fhips  can  enter. 
Its  flat-bottomed  veiTels,  by  their  conftruction,  can  annoy  her  bays  and  harbours, 
where  the  Britiih  fleet  cannot  find  fufficient  depth  of  water.  Its  arfenals  are  filled  with 
naval  ftores  of  all  kinds  ;  and  by  its  fituation,  it  can  obtain  fuch  ftores  at  all  feafons 
without  a  poffibility  of  prevention,  on  the  part  of  Britain. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1795,  Dubois  Crance  gave  in,  to  the  convention,  a  report, 
on  the  fituation  of  the  armies.  It  begins  in  thefe  words  :  "Lad  year,  you  maintained 
near  eleven  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men.  France  flood  armed  on  one  fide,  Europe 
on  the  other,  and  victory  constantly  followed  the  three-coloured  ftandard."  He  con- 
cludes as  follows  :  "Holland  is  conquered,  and  England  trembles.  Twenty-three  re- 
gu'ar  fieges  terminated  t  fix  pitched  battles  gained:  two  thoufand  cannons  taken- 
fix'y  eight  thoufand  prifoners  •,  and  two  hundred  towns  fubmitted  ;  fuch  is  the  glo- 
rious refuilt  of  the  lafl  campaign.  The  next  campaign  prqmifes,  if  poffible,  ftill  more 
furprifing  (uccefles.  Bsfides  the  naval  forces  of  the  republic,  which  are  now  on  the 
molt  refpee"table  footing,  we  have  two  hundred  batcallions  of  infantry,*  five  Imndred 
i]uadrons  of  cavalry,  and  fixty  thoufand   artillery. -j-  Such  immenfe  forces  were  never 

*  A  miftake  of  the  prefs  may  be  fufpe&ed  la  the  number  of  battalions.  They  probably  very  far  ex- 
.eaed  two  hundred. 

•j-  b)  the  recounts  of  the  prefect  war,  frequent  cr.nnon.  A  French  field-piece  does  not  now  recoil, 

notice  is  taken  of  the  prodigious  quantity,  and  fu-  When  the  Prtiffi  in  cavalry  firft  entered  France 

periority  of  the   French  artillery.  The  republic  they  were  an  object  of  terror  ;  but  the  newly-  im- 

hus  made  a  confidcrab'e  revolution  in  the  militacjj  proved  field-pieces  put  a  flop  to  their  progrefe. 

art,  byanimproyement  iulheccnfh-u&ioiiofthc-ir  Formerly,  a  cannon  could  hardly  be  difcharged 
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By  another  report,  dated  the  2d  of  February,  1795,  we  learn,  that  in  one  month 
only,  tie  foimderies,  fcr  fupplying  the  army,  furnifhed  five  hundred  pieces  of  can- 
non. 1  hirty  fcundcrits  for  the  navy  have,  in  one  year,  produced  fifteen  thoufand' 
ereat  guns.  In  thirteen  months,  the  manufacturers  of  Paris-fabricated  an  hundred  and 
fifty-ftven  thoufand  mufiiets. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1795,  tr.^'Brkifh  ccmfr.anders  in  the  Weft  Indies,  publifh- 
ed  a  notification,  that  the  Frer.ch  iflands  cf  Guadaloupe,  Marigalante,  and  Defeade, 
arc  in  an  actual  ftate  of  bltckade  ;  and  that  ail  neutral  veflt's  are  therefore  prohibited'- 
from  attempting  to  enter  ihtm,  under  the  pain  of  forfeiture.  The  Frsnch  ccmmif- 
fiontis  to  the  "VVindward  Iflands,  pubhihed  a  fpirited  reply.  They  begin  with  thefe' 
worcs.  "  Eight  hundred  republicans,  and  two  French  frigates,  have  re-conquered 
the  ifiand  of  Guadaloupe.  Eight  thoufand  chofen  troops,  fix  line  of  battle  fhips,  and 
twt've  fiigates  were  forced  to  yield  to  that  courage,  virtue,  and  patriotifm,  which 
animate  a  republican  Irtaft."  And  again."  The  prefent  moment'  do  they  choofe,  for 
ifiuinc  an  extravagant  proclamation  ;  and  have  not  our  floops  of  war  and  other  arm- 
ed fhips,  within  thefe  few  months,  burnt,  or  otherwife  deftroyed,  eighty  eight  of 
their  vefiels- ?  And  are  we  not  ready,  at  this  moment,  to  attack  their  colonies,  and 
there  convince  them  of  the  impoflibility  of  blocking  us  up."  The  Britifh  proclama- 
tion of  blockade,  is  a  topic  of  peculiar  concern  to  the  merchanis  of  America.  Th< 
menace  of  invafion  has  been  fince  executed,  with  the  wonted  punctuality  of  the 
French  republicans.  3t.  Vincents,  Grenada,  and  St.  Lucia,  have,  it  is  faid,  all  been 
attr.cked  by  them,  and  much  rr.ifchief  has  been  committed.  About  the  20th  of  March, 
a  ptrfen  arrived  at  Martinico,  from  Greneda,  for  a  fupply  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
He  brought  intel  igence  that  the  militia  and  feamen  had  come  to  an  action  with  the 
French,  had  killed  about  twenty,  had  taken  fome  prifoners,  and  driven  the  reft  back 
ir.to  a  well- fortified  camp,  where  they  have  forty-three  Englifh  prifoners,  among 
whom  is  the  governor.  The  colony  had  offered  twenty  joes,  or  three  hundred  and 
twenr?  dollars,  for  the  head  of  every  infurgent,  dead  or  alive.  Another  account  fays, 
that  in  one  of  thefe  iflands,  eithtr  Sc;  Vincent's,  «r  Grenada,  but  the  writer  does  not 
ipecify  which,  there  are  not  more  than  fix  acres  of  cane  left  unburnt,  and  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  iflands  is  in  their  pofleffion.  It  is  added,  that  St.  Lucia  is  in  a 
Hill  worie  ftate,  and  that  the  crop  in  both  iflands  is  entirely  ruined.  A  letter,  dated 
ihe  13th  of  March,  from  an  officer  in  the  46th  regiment,  at  St.  Vincents,  gives  a  melan- 
choly pidure  of  the  ftate  of  that  ifiand.  He  (ays,  that  it  prefents  the  moft  dreadful 
fpeciacle,  which  can  be  conceived  :  the  whole  face  of  this  moft  beautiful  country  is 
burnt  to  afhes,  and  the  planters  are  all  driven  into  the  fort.  Ihe  Caribs,  the  ancient 
inhabitants  of  St.  Vincents,  who  are  numerous,  independent,  and  warlike,  have  join- 
ed the  French,  and  according  to  this  letter,  burnt  every  fettlement,  and  butchered 
evtry  white  perfon  within  their  reach.  It  appears  by  another  account  received,  that 
the  Larib  king  has  been  killed,  and  feveral  of  his  party  made  prifoners.  In  his  pocket 
v>as  found  a  manifefto,  dated  the  12th  day  March,  and  "  firfi  of  our  liberty."  Sucb 
lithe  manner  in  which  the  Britifh  have  blockaded  Guadaloupe. 

The  flaraes  of  this  unhappy  war  continued  to  fpread  more  widely  than  ever.    The 

kut  upon  firm  ground,. where  cavalry  were  able  The  recoil  is  prevented  by  a  very  fimple  con- 
to  a£t.  By  faving  the  recoil,  they  can  now  be  trivance.  The  new  artillery  have  other  advan- 
Wifcharged  in  any  fituation,  and  were  thus  able  tages.  They  are  more  light  and  portable  than  the 
to  check  the  Pruflian  cavalry,  from  ground  to  old  ones.  About  a  year  before  the  war  broke  out, 
which  they  could  not  be  followed.  Thefe  artil-  thefe  improvements  were  communicated  to  the 
lery  can  even  be  fired  with  fafety  up  the  decli-  French  national  aflembly,  by  the  difcoverer,  mr. 
vity  of  a  hill,  without  recoiling  more  than  twelve  John  Anderfon,  profeflbr  of  natural  philofophy,. 
•r  eighteen  inches,  and  of  this  particular  faft,  in  the  college  of  Glafgow. 
we  have  feen  the  original  certificate  from  offi- 
cers of  high  rank,  who  made  the  experiment. 
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eourt  of  St.  James's  has,  on  the  9th  of  February,  published  orders  for  feiztrfg  nil 
Dutch  veffels,  and  all  others  with  naval  (lores,  bound  for  Holland.  There  can,  there- 
fore, be  little  doubt  that  the  feven  united  provinces  will  join  the  French.  The  grand 
fleet  of  Britain,  under  lord  Howe,  was,  bv  the  laft  accounts,  at  fea,  and  has  been  rein- 
forced by  five  Portuguefe  fhips,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  three  frigates.  Some  ac- 
tions have  taken  place  in  Spain,  of  a  recent  date,  but  the  cetails  are  fo  contradictory, 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  give  them  much  credit.  We  alfo,  by  the  laft  advices,  learn,  that 
many  of  the  Corficans  are  in  a  (tate  of  infurrection  againft  Paoli,  and  their  new  Bri- 
tish governmemt. 

The  article  France  would,  in  the  regular  courfeofthis  publication,  have  appear- 
ed a  vear  and  nine  months  ago.  The  numerous  and  interesting  changes  that  were 
diily  occurring  in  that  country,  and  which  involved  the  interefts  of  almoft  all  the  reft 
of  Europe,  induced  us  to  defer  the  account  of  France  till  the  conclufion  of  the  work 
that  we  might  be  able  to  lay  it  before  the  reader  in  a  form  as  much  as  poffible  ap- 
proaching to  completenefs.  By  this  arrangemnt,  we  have  been  enabled  to  extend  the 
History  for  above  a  year  and  a  half  later  down  ;  and  in  other  articles,  fuch  as  thofeof 
Population  and  constitution',  to  add  many  recent  and  interesting  particulars.  If 
the  narrative  of  late  events  fhall  hereafter  be  found  inaccurate,  candour  will  recollect 
the  undigested  ftate  of  the  fources  from  whence  our  information  has  been  often  and 
inevitably  derived.  If  this  narrative  appears  difproportionably  copious,  it  may.  in  apo- 
logy, be  urged,  that  the  topic  employs,  at  prefent,  almoft  every  mind,  and  echoes 
from  almoft  every  tongue  •,  that  the  commerce  of  this  country  has  been  considerably 
invol/ed  in  the  events  of  this  war,  and  that  it  muft  be  materially  affected  by  the  mode 
of  its  termination.  Befides,  both  the  military  and  political  conduct  of  the  parties  has 
been  of  a  Angular  defcription  ;  and  prefents  all  together  thegreateSt  and  moft  interest- 
ing fcene  that  has  ever  commanded  the  attention  of  mankind  ;  a  fcene  that  will  be 
contemplated  with  augmenting  aftonifhment  by  future  ages,  while  there  fhall  furvive 
anv  remembrance  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Among  other  accidental  omi (lions  in  drawing  up  this  fummary,  no  mention  has  been 
made  of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  a  perfon  whofe  name  is  defervedly  dear  to  every  friend  of 
the  united  ftates.  He  took  an  early,  a  confpicuous,  and  a  decided  part  in  the  French 
revolution.  He  was  a  member  of  the  national affembly  that  met  in  17  89,  and  from  his 
acquaintance  with  the  practice  of  republican  government  in  America,  he  was  of  pe- 
culiar fervice  to  a  body  of  men,  who,  with  little  information  but  what  was  acquired 
from  books,  were  in  the  act  of  burfting  the  (hackles  of  royalty.  It  was  chiefly  owing 
to  the  exertions  of  this  gentleman,  that  the  disturbances  at  Verfailles,  on  the  5th  of 
October,  179  1,  and  the  removal  of  the  king  and  his  family  to  Paris,  were  terminated 
with  fo  little  milchief.  His  popularity  with  the  Parifians,  was  for  a  Jong  time,  very 
great,  and  the  moderation  and  probity  of  his  character  fullv  entitled  him  to  their  con- 
fidence. He  objected  to  the  declaration  of  war,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1792,  againftthe 
king  of  Hungary.  He  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  one  body  of  the  trocps  who 
foon  after  invaded  Flanders.  When  the  republican  or  Jacobin  party,  for  the  two  words 
were  then  fynonimous,  took  meafures  for  dethroning  the  king,  M.  de  la  Fayette,  with 
more  integrity,  perhaps,  than  prudence,  gave  an  open  oppofition  to  them,  and  adhered 
to  the  constitution  of  1791,  which  he  had  fworn  to  maintain.  Fie  wrote  a  long  letter, 
dated  from  his  camp,  at  Maubeuge,  the  16th  of  June,  1792,  and  addreffed  to  the  na- 
tional affembly,  wherein  he  cenfured  the  late  innovations  and  their  authors,  in  the  fe- 
vered (tile.  On  the  iSth  cf  June,  the  Jacobin  dub  propofed  that  he  Should  be  fent  to 
Orleans  as  a  traitor.  A  riot  took  place  on  the  2oth,  wherein  the  royal  family  was  in- 
fulted  •,  and,  as  affairs  were  plainly  coming  to  a  crifis,  M.  de  la  Fayette,  a  few  days  af- 
ter, prefented  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  national  affembly.  He  harangued  them  in  op- 
pofition to  government  by  clubs,  and  declared,  that  the  fentiments  of  his  army  cor- 
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refponded  with  his  own.  He  was  received  by  the  national  guards  with  the  m  oft  flat- 
tering marks  of  artention  ;  and,  in  two  days,  he  returned  to  the  army.  The  cpp  ofite 
party,  however,  began  to  gain  an  afcendency  ;  and,  in  the  clofe  of  the  month  of  July, 
an  accufation,  fubfcribed  by  BrifTbt,  and  five  other  members  of  the  aflembly,  was  pre- 
ferred againft  him.  He  is  there  charged  with  a  defign  of  leading  his  army  to  Paris.  If 
he  could,  by  fuccefsfully  executing  fuch  a  meafure,  have  prevented  the  enfuing  mafla- 
cres,  he  would  have  acquired  and  deferved  an  eminent  rank  among  the  benefactors  of 
mankind.  There  is  no  proof  that  he  had  fuch  a  defign  :  for  the  certificate  was  proved 
to  contain  grofs  untruths,  and  therefore  afcertains  nothing,  but  the  perfidy  of  its  au- 
thors. After  the  outrages  of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  his  buft,  along  with  thofe  of  Neckar, 
Mirabeau,  and  others,  was  demolifhed.  On  the  12th,  the  aflembly  difpatched  three 
commiifioners  to  his  army  ;  but  M.  de  la  Fayette,  having  had  notice  of  their  journey, 
had  them  arrefted  by  the  magiftrates  of  Sedan.  He  then  founded  the  difpofition  of  his 
army  ;  but  finding  that  they  wercdilpofed  to  favour  his  opponents,  he  quitted  the 
camp  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  Auguft,  accompanied  only  by  a  few  of  his  officers  and 
fervants.  He  took  the  road  of  Rochefoi  t  in  Liege,  which  was  a  neutral  country.  The 
fugitives  were  there,  however,  apprehended  by  an  advanced  party  of  Auftrians,  and 
M.  de  la  Fayette  has  fince  been  detained  a  prifoner  in  a  fuccefljon  of  German  dungeons, 
A  generous  attempt  was  lately  made  for  his  refcuej  and  he  had  actually  efcaped  to 
fome  diftance.  We  are  extremely  forry  to  add,  that  it  is  but  too  probable  he  has  been, 
retaken.  In  the  French  revolution,  this  gentleman  adhered  to  the  royal  party,  and 
ought  to  have  been  received  by  the  combined  powers  as  an  emigrant.  His  fervices  jn, 
this  country,  where  the  feeds  of  the  French  revolution  were  planted,  offer  as  plau- 
fible  a  reafon  as  can  be  affigned  for  this  peculiar  atrocity  of  perfecution, 


A  P  PEN  D I  X 

NEWFOUNDLAND.* 

NEWFOUNDLAND  h  fituatedon  the  eaftof  thegulf  of  St.Lawrence,belween46and  52  de- 
grees north  latitude. and  between  22  and  r  6  eafl  longitude,  leparated  from  Labrador, 01  .Wv- 
Britain,  by  the  (traits  ot  Bel!eifle,and  from  Canada,  by  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  being  thiee  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  long. and  twohundred  broad.  The  coafts  are  extremely  fuHjeff  to  toos.attended 
with  almoft-continual  !form6  of  fnow  and  fleet,  the  fky  being  utually  overcaft.  From  the  foil  ohhis 
ifland,  which  is  rocky  and  barren,  the  Englifharefar  from  deriving  anv  great  advantage  ;  for  the 
cold  is  long-continued  and  fevere,  and  the  fummer-heat,  though  violent,  warms  it  not  enough 
to  produce  anv  thing  valuable.  However,  it  is  watered  by  leveral  good  rivers,  and  has  many  large 
and  good  harbours.  This  ifland,  whenever  the  continent  fhill  come  to  fail  of  timber,  (whichon 
the  fea-coa(l  is  perhaps  no  very  remote  profpecl)  will  afford  a  large  fupplv  for  mails,  yards,  and 
all  forts  of  lumber  tor  the  Weft  India  trade.  3tit  what  at  prefent  it  is  chiefly  valuable  for,  is  the 
great  ftihery  of  cod,  carried  on  upon  thofe  fhoa'.s,  called  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  Great-Bri- 
tain and  North- America,  at  the  loweft  computation,  annually  employ  three  thoufand  fail  offmall 
craft  of  this  fifhery  ;  on  board  ot  which,  and  on  fhore  to  cure  and  pack  fifh,  are  upwards  ot  ten 
thoufand  hands  ;  fo  that  this  fifhery  is  not  only  a  very  valuable  branch  of  trade  to  the  merchant, 
but  a  fource  of  livelihiod  to  many  thoufands  of  poor  people,  and  an  excellent  nurfery  for  the 
Britifh  navy.  This  fifhery  is  computed  to  produce  to  England  above  thirteen  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  a  year  in  gold  and  filver,  remitted  for  the  cod  fold  in  the  North,  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy, 
and  the  Levant,  The  plenty  of  cod,  both  on  the  great  bank  and  the  lefTer  ones, which  lie  to  the 
eaft  and  fouth-eaft  of  this  ifland,  is  inconceivable  ;  and  not  only  cod,  but  federal  other  fpecies 
of  fifh,  are  caught  there  in  abundance  ;  allot  which  are  nearly  in  an  equal  plenty  along  the 
fiiores  of  Newfoundland,  Nova-Scotia,  New-England,  and  the  ifle  of  Cape-Breton. 

This  ifland, after  various  difputes  about  the  property, was  entirely  ceded  to  England  by  the  trea- 
ty of  Utrecht, in  1713  ;  but  the  French  were  left  at  liberty  to  dry  theirnetonits  northern  rhcrer; 
and  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  they  were  permitted  to  fifh  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  with  this 
limitation,  that  they  fhould  not  approach  within  three  leagues  ot  any  of  the  coafts  belongin g  to 
England.  The  (mail  ifhtnds  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  Newfound- 
land, were  alfo  ceded  to  the  French,  who  engaged  to  erect  no  fortifications  on  them,  nor  to  keep 
more  than  fifty  foldiers  to  enforce  the  police.  By  the  laft  treaty  of  peace.the  French  are  to  enjoy 
the  filheries  on  the  north  and  welt  coafts  of  the  ifland  ;  and  the  Americans  are  allowed  the  fame 
privileges  in  riffling,  as  before  their  independence.  The  chief  towns  in  Newfoundland  are 
Placentia,  Bonavifta.and  St.  John;  but  not  above  one  thoufand  families  remain  here  in  the  win- 
ter. A  Imali  fquadron  ot  men  of  war  are  fent  out  every  fpring  to  protefl.  the  fifheries  and  inha. 
bitants,  the  commander  ot  which  is  governor  of  the  ifland. 

ISLAND     o?     St.     J  O  H   N '  s. 

THIS  ifland  lies  in  the  guif  of  St  Lawrence,  near  the  northern  coaft  of  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  is  about  fixty  miles  long,  and  thirty  or  forty  broad.  It  has  feveral  fine  rivers,  a  rich, 
foil,  and  is  pleafantly  fituated.  Charlottetown  is  its  principal  town,  and  is  the  refidence  ot  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor, who  is  the  chief  officer  on  the  island.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  eftimated  at 
about  five  thoufand.  Upon  the  reduction  of  Cape  Breton,  1745,  the  inhabitants  of  this  island, 
amounting  to  about  four  thoufand,  fubmitted  quietly  to  the  Britilh  arms.  While  the  French  pof- 
fessed  this  ifland,  they  improved  it  to  fo  much  advantage,  that  it  was  called  the  granary  of  Can- 
ada, which  it  t'urnifhed  with  great  plenty  of  corn,  as  well  as  beet  and  pork.  It  is  attached  to  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  ISLAND    of    CAPE    BRETON. 
Annexed  to  the  province  of  Lower  Canada. 

THE  ifland,  or  rather  collection  of  iflands,  called  by  the  French  Les  IJles  de  Madame,  which 
lie  fo  contiguous  that  they  are  commonly  called  but  one,  and  comprehended  under  the  name 
of  the  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  lies  between  latitude  45  and  47  degrees  N.  and  between  59  and  60 
degrees  W.  long,  from  London,  or  14  and  15  deg.  E.  long,  from  Philadelphia,  and  abowt  forty- 
five  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  Halifax.  It  is  about  one  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  fifty  in 
breadth  ;  and  is  feparated  from  Nova  Scotia  by  a  narrow  ftrait,  called  the  Gut  ofCan/b,  which  is 
the  communication  between  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  gull  ot  St.  Lawrence. 

Face  of  the  country,  climate,^    Except  in  the  hilly  parts,  the  furface  of  the  country  has 
soil,  and  productions.  J  but  little  folidity,  being  every  where  covered  with  a  light 

•  This  and  the  two  succeeding  articles  weie  omitted  in  their  proper  places. 
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niofs,  and  with  water.  The  dampnefs  of  the  foil  is  exhaled  in  fogs,  without  rendering  the  air  nn- 
wholeforoe.  In  other  refpefts,  the  climate  is  very  cold,  owing  either  to  the  prodigious  quantity  of 
lakes, which  cover  above  half  the  ifland,and  remain  frozen  along  time;  or  to  the  number  otfnrefl»$ 
whichtotallvintercept  the  raysof  the  fun;  theeffeftotwhich  is  befides  decreafed  by  perpeiualclouds. 

The  inhabitants  never  applied  themfelves  to  agriculture,  the  foil  being  unfit  for  it.  They  olten 
fowed  corn,  hut  it  feldom  came  to  maturity  ;  and,  when  it  did  thrive  fo  much  as  ro  be  worth 
reaping,  it  had  degenerated  foconfiderably,  that  it  was  not  fit  for  feed  for  the  next  harveft.  They 
have  only  continued  to  plant  a  few  pot  herbs,  which  are  tolerably  well  tailed,  but  rmift  be  renewed 
every  year  from  abroad.  The  poornefs  and  fcarcity  of  paffure  hss  likewife  prevented  the  increafe 
of  cattle.  In  a  word,  the  foil  of  Cape  Breton  feems  calculated  to  invite  none  but  fifhermen  and' 
foldiers. 

Population,  chief  towns,  &c]  On  this  ifland  there  are  about  one  thoufand  inhabitants, 
who  have  a  lieutenant-governor  refident  ami  ng  them,  appointed  by  the  king.  The  principal- 
towns  are  Sidrcy,  the  capital,   and  Louifburg,  which  has  the  belt  harbour  in  the  ifland. 

This  ifland  tray  be  confidereri  as  the  key  to  Canada  ;  and  the  very  valuable  fifhery,  in  its: 
neighbourhood,  depends,  lor  its  pro'eclion,  on  the  poffeffion  of  this  ifland  ;  as  no  nation  can 
carry  it  on  without  fome  convenient  harbour  of  Srength  to  fupply  and  proteft  it ;  and  Louif- 
burg is  the  principal  one  for  thefe  purpefes. 

Trade.  1  The  pd try  trade  was  a  very  inconfiderable  nbjecL  It  was  Confined  to  the  fkins  of  a1 
few  lynxes,  elks, mufk  rats,  wild  cat?,  bears,  otters, and  foxes,  both  of  led,  filver,  and  grey  colour. 
Some-of  thefe  were  procured  from  a  colony  of  Micmac  Indians,  who  had  fettled  on  the  ifland  with' 
the  French,  and  never  could  raife  more  than  fixty  men  able  to  bear  arms.  The  reft  came  from 
St.  John's,  or  the  neighbouring  continent.  Greater  advantages  might  poffibly  have  been  derived 
from  the  coal  mines  which  abound  in  this  ifland.  They  liain  a  horizontal  dire61ion  ;  and,  being" 
no  more  than  fix  or  eight  feet  below  the  furface,  may  be  worked  without  digging  deep,  or 
draining  off  the  waters.  Notwrthftandingthe  prodigious  demand  for  this  coal  from  New-England,- 
from  the  year  1745  to  1749,  thefe  mines  would  probably  have  been  forfaken,  had  not  the  (hips, 
which  were  fent  out  to  the  French  iflands,  wanted  ballad.  In  one  of  thefe  mines,  afire  has  been 
kindled,  which  could  never  yet  be  extinguilhed. 

The  people  of  Cape  Breton  did  not  fend  all  their  fifh  to  Europe.  They  fenf  part  of  it  to  the 
French  fouthern  iflands,  on  board  twenty  or  twenty- five  fhips,  from  feventy  to  one  hundred  and 
forty  tons  burden.  Befides  the  cod,  which  made  at  leaft  half  their  cargo,  they  exported,  to  the 
other  colonies,  timber,  planks,  thin  oak  boards,  falted  falmon  andtriackerel,  train  oil,  and  fca-coal. 
Thefe  were  paid  for,  fome  in  fugar  and  coffee,  but  chiefly  in  rum  andmolaffes.  The  ifland  could 
not  confumeall  thefe  commodities.  Canada  took  off  but  a  fmall  part  ofthe  overplus  ;  it  was  chiefly 
bought  by  the  people  of  New- England,  who  gave  inexchange  fruits,  vegetables,  wood,  biicK.s,and 
cattle.  This  trade  of  exchange  was  allowed  ;  but  a  fmugghng  trade  was  added  to  it,  carried  on1 
in  flour  and  fait  fifh. 

In  1743,  while  this  ifland  belonged  !o  the  French,  they  caught  one  million  one  hundred  and 
iorty-nine  thoufand  quintals  of  dry  filh,  and  three  million  five  hundred  thoufand  quintals  of  mud- 
fifh,  the  value  of  both  which,  including  three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixteen  and  a  quarter  tons 
ct  train  oil,  drawn  from  the  blubber,  amounted  to  nine  hundred  and  twenty- fix  thoufand  five' 
hundred  and  feventy.  feven  pounds  ten  (hillings  fterling,  according  to  the  prime  coft  of  the  n"fh  at 
Newfoundland.  The  whole  value  of  this  trade  annually,  at  that  period,  amounted  to  one  million' 
flerling.  Nolefs  than  five  hundred  and  fixty-four  fhips, befides  fhallops,and  twentv.feven  thoufand1 
feamen.were  employed  in  this  trade.  Charlevoix,  in  his  hiflory  of  France,  fays,"  This  fifhery  is  a' 
more  valuable  fource  of  wealth  and  power  to  France,  than  even  the  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico' 
would  be." 

History. 1  Though  fome  fifhermen  had  long  reforted  to  this  ifland  every  furntner,  not  rao»e' 
than  twenty  or  thirty  had  ever  fixed  there.  The  French,  who  took  poffeffion  of  it  in  Auguft, 
1713,  were  properly  the  firft  inhabitants.  They  changed  its  name  into  that  of  IJle  Royak. 

In  the  year  1714,  fome  fifhermen,  who,  till  then,  had  lived  in  Newfoundland,  fettled  on  this 
ifland.  It  was  expecled  that  their  number  would  foon  have  been  increafed  by  the  Acadian?,  who' 
were  at  liberty,  from  the  treaties  that  had  been  granted  them,  to  remove  with  all  their  effefts  and 
even  to  difpoleof  their  effates  ;  but  thefe  hopes  were  difappointed.  The  Acadians  chofe  raiher 
to  retain  their  poffeffions  under  the  dominion  of  Britain,  than  to  give  them  up  for  any  precarious 
advantage  they  might  derive  from  their  attachment  to  France,  Their  place  was  fupplied  by  fome 
diflreffed  adventurers  from  Europe,  whocameover,  from  time,  to  time,  to  Cape  Breton,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  gradually  increafed  to  four  thoufand.  They  were  fettled  at  Louifburg, 
Fort  Dauphin,  Port  Touloufe,  Neruka,  and  on  all  the  coafls  where  they  found  a  proper  beach- 
for  drying  the  cod. 

This  ifland  remained  in  poffeffion  of  the  French  till  1745,  when  it  was  captured  for  the  crown  of 
Britain,  by  a  body  of  troops  from  New-England,  under  the  command  ot  lieutenant-general  Wil- 
liam Pepperell. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL      TABLE; 

Containing  the  names  and  situations  of  the  chief  CITIES,  TOWNS,  SEAS,  GULFS, 

*  BATS,  STRAITS,  CAPES,  and  other  remarkable  places,  in  the  known  world,  collected 
from  the  most  authentic  Charts,  Maps,  and  Observations.     The  longitude  is  reckoned  from 

•  Philadelphia,  the  present  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States. 


Names  of  Places.         Provinces. 


A  Bbeville 
-^■Aberdeen 
Abo 

Acapulco 
Achem 
Adrianople 
Adriatic  sea,  or 

Gulf  of  Venice 
Adventure  (Isle) 
Agde 
Agen 

St.,  Agnes  (lights) 
Agra 
Air 
Aix 
Albany 
Alby 
Aleppo 
Alexandretta 
Alexandria 
Alexandria 
Algiers 
Amboyna 
Ambrymlsle 
Amiens 
Amsterdam 
Amsterdam 
Ancona 
Angra 
Annapolis 
Antigua  (St. 

John's  Town) 
Antioch 
Antwerp 
Apse  (Isle) 
Archangel 
Archipelago 
Ascension  Isle 
Astracan 
Athens 
St.  Augustin 
Augustin 
Ava 
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Picardy 

Aberdeenshire 

Finland 

Mexico 

Sumatra 

Romania 

Between 

Pacific 

Languedoc 

Guienne 

Scillies 

Agra 

Airfliire  , 

Provence 

New- York 

Languedoc 

Syria 

Syria 

Lower  Egypt 

Virginia 

Algiers 

Amboyna  Isle 

South 

Ifle  of  France 

Holland 

Ifle 

March  of  Ancona 

Tercera  Isle 

Maryland 

Antigua  Isle 

Syria 

Brabant 

Pacific 

Dwina 

Islands  of  Greece 

Astracan 
Achaia 
Madagascar 
East  Florida 
Ava 


Countries. 

France 
Scotland 
Sweden 
North 
East  Indies 
Turkey 

Italy    and    Tur- 
key 
Ocean 
France 
France 

Atlantic  Ocean 
East  Indies 
Scotland 
France 
North 
France 
Turkey 
Turkey 
Turkey 
United  States 
Barbary 
East  Indies 
Pacific  ocean 
France 
Netherlands 
Pacific  ocean 
Italy 

Atlantic  Ocean 
United  States 
Carib.  fea 

Turkey 
Netherlands 
Ocean 
Russia 

South  Atlantic 

Russia 

Turkey 

South  Indian  fea 

North 

Eaft  Indies 

*|_     a  a     J 


Shtarter. 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Africa 

N.  America 

Africa 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

North  America 

North  America 

Asia 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Ocean 

Asia 

Europe 

Africa 

America 

Asia 


Latitude. 

Longitude. 

D  M. 

D  M. 

50-07   N. 

76-54,   E, 

57-22  N. 

73-20  E. 

60-27  N. 

97-18  W, 

lr-lo  N. 

26-20  W. 

5-23   N. 

170-29   E. 

42-00  N. 

101-30    E. 

Mediterranean  Sea. 

17-05  S. 

69-12  W. 

43-18  N. 

78-33    E. 

44-1  z  N. 

75-40   E. 

49-56  N. 

68-19    E. 

26-43  N. 

15 1-49    E. 

55-30  N. 

70-25    E. 

43-3 1  N. 

80-31    E. 

4z-48  N. 

1-30    E. 

4.J-55   N. 

77-13    E. 

35-45   N.' 

112-25    E. 

36-35    N. 

111-25    E. 

31-11    N. 

105-21    E. 

38-45   N. 

2-10  W. 

36-49  N. 

77-17   E. 

4-25   S. 

157-35  W. 

16-09  S. 

1 16-43  W. 

49-53   N. 

77-22    E. 

52-22  N. 

79-49   E. 

2I-O9  S- 

99-51  W. 

43-37   N. 

88-35    E. 

38-39   N. 

47-53   E. 

1 39-02  N. 

1-40  W. 

1 17-04  N. 

12-56   E. 

36-30  N. 

111-40   E. 

51-13   N. 

79-27   E. 

16-46  S. 

121-28  W. 

64-34  N. 

113-59    E. 

Mediterranean  Sea. 

7-56  N. 

60-33    E. 

46-00  N. 

126-00   E. 

38-05  N. 

98-57   E. 

23-35   S. 

H8-I3    E- 

29-51   N. 

6-40  W. 

20-20  N. 

170-30   E. 
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Names  of  Places.        Provinces.  Countries. 


Avignon 

Aurora  Isle 

"DAgdad 

•*-*  Balasore 

Balbec 

Baldivia 

Baltic  fea 

Baltimore 

Barbuda  Me 

Barcelona 

Bafil 

Baffe  Terre 

Baflbra 

Baflia 

Batavia 

Bath 

Bay  of  Bifcay 

Bay  of  Bengal 

Bayeux 

Bayonne 

Belfaft 

Belgrade 

Bencoolen 

Bender 

Bennington 

Berlin 

Bermudas 

Bern 

Berwick 

Bethlehem 

Bilboa 

Birmingham 

Black,  or  Euxine 

fea 
Bokharia 
Bolabola 
Boulogna 
Bologne 
Bolfcherifkoi 
Bombay 
Borroughfton- 

ness 
Boston 
Boston 
Bourbon  Ifle 
Bourdeaux 
Breda 
Bremen 

BSESLAU 

Breft 

Bridge  Town 

Bristol 

Britilh  fea 

Bruges 

Brunfwick 

Bruffels 


Provence 

South 

Eyraca  Arabia 

Orixa 

Syria 

Chili 

between 

Maryland 

Catalonia 

Bafil 

Guadaloupe 

Eyraca  Arabia 

Corfica 

Java 

Somerfetshire 

Coaft  of 

Coaft  of 

Normandy 

Gafcony 

Ulfter 

Servia 

Sumatra 

BefTarabia 

Vermont 

Brandenburg 

Bermuda  Isles 

Bern 

Berwickfhire 

Pennsylvania 

Bifcay 

Warwickfliire 

Turkey  in 

Ufbec 

IQe 

Bolognese 

Picardy 

Siberia 

Bombay  Isle 

Linlithgow- 

fhire 
Lincolnfhire 
New  England 
South 
Guienne 
Brabant 
Lower  Saxony 
Silesia 
Bretany 
Barbadoes 
Somerfetfliire 
between 
Flanders 
Lower  Saxony 
Brabant 


France 

Pacific  Ocean 

Turkey 

East  Indies 

Turkey 

South 

Germ.  &  Sweden 

United  States 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Spain 

Switzerland 

Carib.  Sea 

Turkey 

Italy 

East  Indies 

England 

France 

India 

France 

France 

Ireland 

Turkey 

East  Indies 

'1  urkey 

United  States 

Germany 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Switzerland 

Scotland 

United  States 

Spain 

England 

Europe  and 

Tartary 
Pacific  Ocean 
Italy 

France 
Russia 
East  Indies 
Scotland 

England 

North 

Indian  ocean 

France 

Netherlands 

Germany 

Bohemia 

France 

Atlantic  Ocean 

England 

Brit,  and  Germ. 

Netherlands 

Germany 

Netherlands 


Quarter. 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia  , 

Asia 

Asia 

America 

Europe 

North  America 

North  America 

Europe 

Europe 

North  America 

Asia 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

North  America 

Europe 

North  America 

Europe 

Europe 

North  America 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Africa 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

North  America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 


Latitude. 
D.  M. 
43-57  N. 
15-08  S. 
33-aO  N. 
21-2o  N. 
33-3O  N. 
39-35    S. 

39-21  N. 
17-49  N. 
41-26  N. 
47-35  N. 
15-59  N. 
30-45  N. 
42-20  N. 
6-10  S. 
51-22  N. 


Longitude. 

D.  M. 

79-53  E. 
121-38  W. 
118-51  E- 
161-05  E. 
112-oo  E. 

6-10  W. 

2-48  W. 

13-05  E. 

77-18  E. 

82-34  E. 

13-06  E. 
122-00  E. 

84-40  E. 
1 78-04  W. 

72-44  E. 


Atlantic  Ocean. 
Indian  Ocean. 


49-16  N. 
43-29  N. 
54-30  N. 
45  OO  N. 
3-49  S. 
46-40  N. 
42-42  N. 
52-32  N. 
32-25  N. 
47-00  N- 
55-48  N. 
40-37  N. 
43-26  N. 
52-30  N. 


75-47  E. 

73-35  E. 

68-30  E. 

96-20  E. 
177-05 
104-00 
0-50 

88-31 

11-37 

82-20 

73-15 
0-14  W. 

71-42  E. 

73-10  E. 


39-15  N.  142-00  E. 

16-32  N.  76-47  W. 

44-29  N.  86-26  E. 

50-43  N.  76-31   E. 

52-54  N.  128-18  W. 

18-56  N.  147-43  E. 

55-48  N.  71-16  E. 


53-10  N. 
42-25  N. 
20-51  S. 
44-50  N. 
51-40  N. 
53-25  N. 
51-03  N. 
48-22  N. 
13-05  N. 
51-33   N. 

Atlantic 
51-16  N. 
52-30  N. 
$0.51  N. 


75-25  E. 

4-28  E. 

130-25  E. 

74-31  E. 

79-40  E. 

83-20  E. 

92-13  E. 

71-35  E. 

16-57  E. 

72-20  E. 
Ocean. 

71-55  E. 

85-30  E. 

79-26  E. 
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Names  of  Places. 

Provinces. 

Countries. 

Quarter. 

Latitude. 
D.  M. 

Longitude. 
D.  M. 

Buda 

Lower 

Hungary 

Europe 

4.7-40  N. 

94-20  E. 

Buenos  Ayres 

La  Plata 

Brafil 

South  America 

34-35    S. 

133-26  E. 

Buckaraft 

Walachia 

Turkey 

Europe 

44-26  N. 

101-13   E. 

Burlington 

Jersey 

North 

America 

40-08  N. 

0-20  E. 

p  Abe  Ho  (Port)  Terra  Firma 

South 

America 

10-03  N. 

7-33  E. 

^  Cachao 

Tonquin 

East  Indies 

Asia 

al-30  N. 

180E.orW. 

Cadiz 

Andalusia 

Spain 

Europe 

36-31   N. 

68-54  E. 

Caen 

Normandy 

France 

Europe 

49-11   N. 

74-44  E. 

Cagliari 

Sardinia 

Italy 

Europe 

39-25  N. 

84-38  E. 

Cahors 

Guienne 

France 

Europe 

44-26  N. 

76-31   E. 

Cairo 

Lower 

Egypt 

Africa 

30-02  N. 

106-23   E. 

Calais 

Picardy 

France 

Europe 

50-57  N. 

76-55   E. 

Calcutta 

Bengal 

East  Indies 

Asia 

22-34  N. 

163-34  E. 

Callao 

Peru 

South 

America 

12-01   N. 

1-53  W. 

Calmar 

Smaland 

Sweden 

Europe 

56-40  N. 

91-26  E. 

Catnbray 

Cambresis 

Netherlands 

Europe 

50-10  N. 

78-18  E. 

Cambletown 

Argyleshire 

Scotland 

Europe 

55-30  N. 

69-20  E. 

Cambodia 

Cambodia 

East  Indies 

Asia 

13-30  N.  180E.orW. 

Cambridge 

Cambridgefhire 

England 

Europe 

52-12  N. 

75-09  E. 

Cambridge 

New 

England 

North  America 

42-25  N. 

3-55  E. 

Canary,  N.  E. 

Canary  Ifles 

Atlantic  ocean 

Africa 

28-13  N. 

59-27  E. 

Point 

Candia 

Candia  Ifland 

Mediterr.  Sea 

Europe 

35-18  N. 

100-23  E. 

Candy 

Ceylon 

Indian  ocean 

Asia   ■ 

7-54  N. 

154-feO  E. 

Canso  Port 

Nova  Scotia 

North 

America 

45-20  N. 

14-10  E. 

Canterbury 

Kent 

England 

Europe 

51-16  N. 

76-15  E. 

Canton 

Canton 

China 

Asia 

23-07  N. 

161-53  W. 

Cape  Clear 

Irifh  sea 

Ireland 

Europe 

51-18  N. 

63-50  E. 

—  Comorin 

On  this  fide  the 
Ganges 

East  Indies 

Asia 

7-56  N. 

153-10  E. 

—  Finisterre 

Galicia 

Spain 

Europe 

42-51   N. 

65-48  E. 

—  Florida 

East  Florida 

North 

America 

24-57  N. 

5-30  W. 

—  of  Good  Hop< 

i  Hottentots 

CafFraria 

Africa 

34-29    S. 

93-28   E. 

—  Horn 

Terra  del  Fuego 

i  South 

America 

55-58    S. 

7-39  E. 

—  St.  Vincent 

Algarve 

Portugal 

Europe 

37-02  N. 

66-03  E. 

—  Verd 

Negroland 

Africa 

14-45  N. 

57-32  E. 

Cardigan 

Cardiganshire 

Wales 

Europe 

52-10  N. 

70-22  E. 

Carlescroon 

Schonen 

Sweden 

Europe 

56-20  N. 

90-31   E. 

Carlifle 

Cumberland 

England 

Europe 

54-47  N. 

72-25  E. 

Carthage  Ruins' 

Tunis 

Barbary 

Africa           ^ 

36-30  N. 

84-00  E. 

Carthagena 

Terra  Firma 

South 

America 

10-26  N. 

0-21  W. 

Carthagena 

Murcia 

Spain 

Europe 

37-37  N. 

73-57  E. 

Casan 

Casan 

Siberia 

Asia 

55-43  N. 

124-13  E. 

Caspian  Sea 

Ruffia 

Tartary 

Asia 

Cassel 

Heffe  Caflel 

Germany 

Europe 

51-19  N, 

84-34  E. 

Castres 

Languedoc 

France 

Europe 

43-37  N.  , 

.     77-19  E. 

St. Catherines Ifle  Atlantic 

Ocean 

South  America 

27-55    S. 

52-48  E. 

Cattegate 

Between 

Swed.  and  Den. 

Europe 

Atlantic 

Ocean. 

Cavan 

Cavan 

Ireland 

Europe 

54-51  N. 

68-18  E. 

Cayenne 

Cayenne  Ifle 

South 

America 

4-56  N. 

23-00  E. 

Cette 

Languedoc 

France 

Europe 

43-23   N. 

78-47  E. 

Ceuta 

Fez 

Morocco 

Africa 

35-04   N. 

68-30  E. 

Challon 

Burgundy 

France 

Europe 

46-46  N. 

79-56  E. 

Chandernagore 

Bengal 

East  Indies 

Asia 

22-51   N. 

163-34  E. 

Charleston 

South  Carolina 

United  States 

North  America 

32-45  N.  . 

4-12  W. 

Charlestown 

Massachusetts 

United  States 

North  America 

42-24  N. 

4-28  E. 

(4) 
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Names  of  Places,         Provinces. 


Charleton 

Chartres 

Cherbourg 

Chester 

Christmas  Sound 

St.  Christopher's 
Ifle 

Civita  Vecchia 

Clerke's  Ifles 

Clermont 

Colmar 

Cologne 

Constance 

Constantino- 
ple 

Copenhagen 

Corinth 

Cork 

Coventry 

Cowes 

Cracow 

Cremsmuhster 

Cummin 
Curasso 
Cusco 
"pvAcca 

*~*   Damascus 

Dantzic 

Dax 

Delft 

Delhi 

Derbent 

Derby 

Derry 

Dieppe 

Dieu 

Dijon 

Dilbingen 

Dol 

Dominique 

Dover 

Dover 

Dresden 

Dreux 

Dublin 

Dumbarton 

Dumfries 

Dunbar 

Dundee 

Dungeness 

Dunkirk 

Durham 

EAoowe  Ifle 
Easter  Ifle 
Eastern  ocean 
Edinburgh 


Ifle 

Orleannois 

Normandy 

Cheshire 

Terra  dtd  Fuego 

Caribbean 

Patro  Di  S.  Petro 

Atlantic 

Auvergne 

Alsace 

Elec.  of  Cologne 

Swabia 

Romania 

Zealand  Ifle 
Morea 
Munster 
Warwickshire 
Ifle  of  Wight 
Little  Poland 
Arch-duchy  of 

Austria  % 
Ifle 

Curassou  Ifle 
Peru 
Bengal 
Syria 

Polish  Prussia 
Gascony 
Holland 
Delhi 
Daghistan 
Derbyshire 
Ulster 
Normandy 
Guzerat 
Burgundy 
Swabia 
Bretagne 
Windward  Ifles 
Kent 
Delaware 
Saxony 
Orleannois 
Leinster 
Dumbartonshire 
Dumfriesshire 
Haddington 
Forfar 
Kent 
Flanders 
Durham 
Pacific 
Pacific 

betw.  the  N.  W. 
Edinburghshire 


Countries. 

Hudson's  Bay 

France 

France 

England 

South 

Sea 

Italy 

Ocean 

France 

France 

Germany 

Germany 

Turkey 

Denmark 

Turkey 

Ireland 

England 

England 

Poland 

Germany 

N.  Pacific  Ocean 

West  Indies 

South 

East  Indies 

Turkey 

Poland 

France 

Netherlands 

East  Indies 

Persia 

England 

Ireland 

France 

East  Indies 

France 

Germany 

France 

Westlndies 

England 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

Ireland 

Scotland 

Scotland 

Scotland 

Scotland 

England 

Netherlands 

England 

Ocean 

Ocean 

ofN.Amer.&N. 

Scotland 


^itarter. 

North  America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

North  America 

Europe 

South  America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Europe 


Asia 

America 

America 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

N.  America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

America 

E  of  Asia,N. 

Europe 


Latitude. 
D.  M. 

52-03  N. 
48-26  N. 
49-38  N. 
53-15  N. 
55-21  N. 
17-15  N. 

42-05  N. 
55-05  S. 
45-46  N. 
48-04  N. 
50-55  N. 
47-37  N. 
41-01  N. 

55-40  N. 
37-30  N. 
51-53  N. 
52-25  N. 
50-46  N. 
50-10  N. 
48-03   N. 


Longitude. 
D.  M. 

4-00  W. 
76-33  E. 
73-27  E. 
72-00  E. 

5-03  E. 
12-22  E. 


31-40  N. 
11-56  N. 
12-25  S. 
23-30  N. 
33-15  N. 
54-22  N. 
43-42  N. 
52-06  N. 
29-00  N. 
41-41  N. 
52-58  N. 
54-52  N. 
49-55  N. 
21-37  N. 
47-19  N. 
48-30  N. 
48-33  N. 
15-18  N. 
51-07  N. 
39-10  N. 
51-00  N. 
48-44  N. 
53-21  N. 
55-44  N. 
55-08  N. 
55-58  N. 
56-2(5  N. 
50-52  N. 
51-02  N. 
54-48  N. 
21-24  S. 
27-06  S. 
Pacific  ocean. 
55-57  N. 


86-51 
40-23 
78-10 
82-27 
82-10 
84-12 
103-58 

87-40 
97-00 
66-37 
73-35 
73-46 
94-55 
89-12 


155-51  W. 

6-40  E. 

5-00  E. 

164-20  E. 

112-20  E. 

93-38  E. 

74-02  E« 

79-05  E. 
151-30  E. 
125-30  E. 

73-3O  E. 

67-20  E. 

75-59  E. 
144-30  E. 

79-57  E. 

85-19  E. 

73-19  E. 

I3.38  E. 

76-13  E^ 
0-34  W. 

88-36   E. 

76-16  E. 

68-59  E. 

70-4O  E. 

71-35  E. 

72-35  E. 

72-12  E. 

76-04  E. 

77-27  E. 

73-35  E. 

99-25  W. 

34-41  W. 

71-53  E. 


Names  of  Places. 

Edenton 

Edystone 

Elbing 

Embden 

Enatum  Ifle 

Enebrun 

En^lifh  channel 

Ephesus 

Erramanga  Ifle 

Erzerutn 

Ethiopian  Sea, 

Evereux 

Eustatia  Town 

Exeter 

■17  A  Ik  irk 

■*■    Falmouth 

Fayal  Town 

Ferdinand  Naron 

ka 
Ferrara 
Ferro  (Town) 
Ferrol 
Fez 

Florence 
Flores 
St.  Flour 
Fort  St.  David 
France  (Ifle  of) 
Francfort  on  the 

Main 
Frawenburgh 
Fuego  Isle 
Funchal 
Furneaux  Ifle 

c  AP 

^~*  Geneva 

Genoa 
Genes 

St.  George's  Ifle 
St.  George's  Fort 
St.  George  Town 
Ghent 
Gibraltar 
Glafgow 
Gloucester 
Goa 

Goat  Ifle 
Gombroom 
Gomera  Isle 
Good  Hope  Town 
Goree 

Gottenburgh 
Gottengen 
Granville 
Gratiosa 
Gratz 
Gravt  lines 
Vol.  II. 
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Provinces. 

Countries. 

Quarter 

Latitude. 

D  M. 

Longitu, 
D  M. 

North  Carolina 

United  States 

N..rth  A 

merica  36-04  N. 

2-00  W. 

English   Channc 

:1    England 

Europe 

50-08   N. 

70--H   E. 

Prussia 

Poland 

Europe 

54-15    N. 

95-00    E. 

Westphalia 

Germany 

Europe 

53-25    N. 

82-10    E. 

Pacific 

Ocean 

Asia 

30-10  S. 

115-01  W. 

Dauphine 

France 

Europe 

44-34  N. 

81-34    E. 

between 

England  St  France  Europe 

Atlantic  Ocean. 

Natolia 

Turkey 

Asia 

38-01   N. 

102-30    E. 

Pat  i  fie 

Ocean 

Asia 

18-46  S. 

115-37    E. 

Turcomania 

Turkey 

Asia 

39-56   N. 

117-05    E. 

Coast  of 

Guinea 

Africa 

Atlanti 

c  Ocean. 

Normandy 

France 

Europe 

49-01    N. 

76-13    E. 

Carib.  sea 

Weft  Indies 

N.America        17-29  N. 

11-55    E. 

Devonshire 

England 

Europe 

50-44   N. 

71-31    £. 

Stirling 

Scotland 

Europe 

55-88   N. 

71-12   E. 

Cornwall 

England 

Europe 

50-08   N. 

70- Oj    E. 

Azores 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Europe 

38-32   N. 

46-24    E. 

l- 

Brasil 

South  America    3-56  S. 

42-17    E. 

Ferrarese 

Italy 

Europe 

44-54   N. 

86-41    E. 

Caiharies 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Africa 

27-47   N. 

57-20   E. 

GalUcia 

Sp.un 

Europe 

43-30   N. 

66-20    E. 

Fez 

Morocco 

Africa 

33-30   N. 

69-00    E. 

Tuscany 

Italy 

Europe 

43-46    N. 

86-07    E. 

A  zores 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Europe 

39-34   N. 

44-07   E. 

Auvergne 

France 

Europe 

45-OI    N. 

78-10    E. 

Coromandel 

East  Indies 

Asia 

12-05   N. 

153-55   E. 

Indian 

Ocean 

Africa 

20-09   S. 

132-33    E. 

Franconia 

Germany 

Europe 

49-55   N. 

83-40    E. 

Polish 

Prussia 

Europe 

54-22    N. 

95-12    E. 

Cape  Verd 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Africa 

14-56   N. 

50-37    E. 

Madeira 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Africa 

32-37    N. 

57-59    E. 

Pacific 

Ocean 

Asia 

17-11    S. 

68-01  W. 

D  mphine 

France 

Europe 

44-33   N. 

81-09    E. 

Geneva 

Switzerland 

Europe 

46-12   N. 

81-05    E. 

Genoa 

Italy 

Europe 

44-25  N. 

83-80    E. 

Savoy 

Italy 

Europe 

44-25   N. 

83-40    E. 

Azores 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Europe 

S8-39  N. 

47-05    E. 

Coromandel 

East  Indies 

Asia 

13-04  N. 

155-33    E. 

i  Bermudas 

Atlantic  Ocean 

North  America  32-45  N. 

11-30   E. 

Flanders 

Netherlands 

Europe 

51-03    N. 

78-48    E. 

Andalusia 

Spain 

Europe 

36-05    N. 

69-43    E. 

Lanerkshire 

Scotland 

Europe 

55-51    N. 

70-50    E. 

Gloucestershire 

England 

Europe 

51-05    N. 

72-44  .E. 

Malabar 

East  Indies 

Asia 

15-31    N. 

148-50    £. 

Indian 

Ocean 

Asia 

13-55  N. 

164-53  W. 

Farsistan 

Peril  a 

Asia 

27-30  N. 

149-20    E. 

Canaries 

Atlantic  Ocean] 

Africa 

28-05    N. 

57-57   E. 

i  Hottentots 

Caffres 

Africa 

33  55   S. 

93-28    E. 

Atlantic 

Ocean 

Alrica 

14-40   N. 

57-40    E. 

Gothland 

Sweden 

Europe 

57-42    N. 

86-43    E. 

Hauover 

Germany 

Europe 

51-31    N. 

84-58    E. 

Normandy 

France 

Europe 

48-50    N. 

73-28    E. 

Azores 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Europe 

39-02   N. 

47-07    E. 

Stiria 

Germany 

Europe 

47-04   N. 

90-29    E. 

French  Flanders 

Netherlands 

Europe 

50-59   N. 

77-13    E. 
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e  ograp: 

HICAL    TABLE. 

Names  of  Places. 

Provinces. 

Countries^ 

Quarter. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

D. 

M. 

D.  M. 

Greenock 

Renfrewshire 

Scotland 

Europe 

55-52 

N. 

70-38  E. 

Gryphiswald 

Pomerania 

Germany 

Europe 

54-04 

N. 

88-43   E. 

Guadaloupe 

Caribbean 

Sea 

North  America 

15-59 

N. 

13-06  E. 

Guam 

Ladrone  Isles 

East  Indies 

Asia 

14-00 

N. 

144-30  W. 

Gulf  of  Bothnia 

Coast  of 

Sweden 

Europe 

Baltic 

Sea. 

of  California  between 

California&Mex 

.  North  America 

Pacific  Ocean. 

of  Finland 

between 

Sweden  &  Ruffia  Europe 

Baltic  Sea. 

of  St.  Lau- 

Coast of 

Nova  Scotia 

North  America 

Atlant 

ic  O 

cean. 

rence 
of  Mexico 

Coast  of 

Mexico 

North  America 

Atlani 

:icO 

cean. 

of  Ormus 

between 

Perliaand  Arabis 

i  Asia 

Indian  Ocean. 

— —  of  Persia 

between 

Perfia  &  Arabia 

Asia 

Indian  Ocean. 

of  Venice 

between 

Italv  and  Turkey  Europe 

Mediterranean  Sea. 

llTAerlem 
■*-■*■  Hague 

Holland 

Netherlands 

Europe 

52-20 

N. 

79-10  E. 

Holland 

Netherlands 

Europe 

52-04 

N. 

79-22  E. 

Hamburgh 

Holstein 

Germany 

Europe 

53-34 

N. 

84-53  E. 

Halifax 

Yorkshire 

England 

Europe 

53-45 

N. 

73-08  E. 

Halifax 

Nova  Scotia 

North 

America 

44-40 

N. 

11-45   E. 

Hanover 

Saxony 

Germany 

Europe 

52-32 

N. 

84-35    E. 

Hartfort 

Connecticut 

United  States 

America 

41-50 

N. 

2-10  E. 

Hastings 

Suflex 

England 

Europe 

50-52 

N. 

79-06  E. 

Havannah 

Cuba 

Island 

North  America 

23-11 

N. 

7-13  W. 

Havre  de  Grace 

Normandy 

France 

Europe 

49-29 

N. 

75-10  E. 

La  Heese 

Dutch    Flanders 

i  Netherlands 

Europe 

51-25 

N. 

79-50  E. 

St.  Helena 

South 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Africa 

15-55 

S. 

69-16  E. 

(Ja.  Town) 

Hellespont 

Mediterranean 
and  Black  Sea 

Europe  and 

Asia 

Hernosand 

Weft  Bothnia 

Sweden 

Europe 

62-38 

N. 

92-58  E. 

Hereford 

Herefordshire 

England 

Europe 

52-06 

N. 

72-22  E. 

Hervey's  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

19-17 

S. 

83-43  W. 

Hoai-Naghan 

Kian-Nan 

China 

Asia 

33-34 

N. 

166-06  W. 

La  Hogue  Cape 

Normandy 

France 

Europe 

49-44 

N. 

73-09  W. 

Hood's  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

9-26 

S. 

63-47  W. 

Hoogstraten 

Brabant 

Netherlands 

Europe 

51-24 

N. 

79-52   E. 

Howe's  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

16-46 

S. 

79-01  W. 

Huaheine  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

16-44 

S. 

76-01  W. 

Hudson's  bav 

Coast  of 

Labrador 

North  America 

Atlantic 

Ocean. 

Hull 

Yorkshire 

England 

Europe 

53-+5 

N. 

74-48    E. 

TAkutskoi 

**  Janeiro  (Rio) 

Siberia 

Russia 

Asia 

62-01 

N. 

155-08  W. 

Brasil 

South  America 

22-54 

S. 

32-22  E. 

Jassy 

Moldavia 

Turkey 

Europe 

47-08 

N. 

102-34   E. 

Java  Head 

Java  Isle 

East  Indies 

Asia 

6-49 

S. 

178-05  W. 

Jeddo 

Japan  Isle 

East  Indies 

Asia 

.  36-20 

N. 

146-00  W. 

Jerusalem 

Palestine 

Turkey 

Asia 

31-55 

N. 

110-25   E. 

Immer  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

19-16 

S. 

115-09  W. 

Indian  Ocean 

Coast  of  India 

Asia 

Ingoldstadt 

Bavaria 

Germany 

Europe 

48-45 

N. 

86-27  E. 

Inverness 

Invernessfhire 

Scotland 

Europe 

57-33 

N. 

7U-5  8   E. 

St.  John's  Town 

Antigua 

Leeward  Isles 

North  America 

17-04 

N. 

11-56  E. 

St.  John's  Town 

Newfoundland 

North 

America 

47  32 

N. 

22-39   Ei 

St.  Joseph's 

California 

Mexico 

North  America 

23-03 

N. 

34-37  W. 

IriQi  sea,  between 

i  Britain  &  Ireland 

I 

Europe 

At* 

mtic 

Ocean. 

Irraname  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

19-31 

S. 

1 14-34  W. 

Islamabad 

Bengal 

East  Indies 

Asia 

22-20 

N. 

166-50  E. 

Isle  of  Pines 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

22-38 

S. 

117-17  W. 

Ispahan 

Irac.  Agem 

Persia 

Asia 

32-25 

N. 

127-55  E. 
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Names  of  Places.     Provinces. 


Countries. 


§>ttarter. 


Isthmus  of  Suez  joins  Africa  to  Asia. 

— — —  of  Corinth, joins  the  Morea  to  Greece,  Europe 

— — —  of  Panama,  joins  North  and  South  America 

•  of  Malacca,  joins  Malacca  to  Farther  India,  Asia 


Latitude. 

D.  M. 


Longitude. 

D.  M. 


Ivica  Isle 

Mediterr.  Sea 

Italy 

Europe 

38-50  N. 

Judda 

Arabia  Felix 

Arabia 

Asia 

21-29   N. 

Juthia 

Siam 

East  Indies 

Asia 

14-18  N. 

T7  Amscatka 
-*^-  Kedgere 

Siberia 

Russia 

Asia 

57-10  N. 

Bengal 

East  Indies 

Asia 

21-48   N. 

Kelso 

Roxboroughshire 

Scotland 

Europe 

55-38   N. 

Kilmarnock 

Airshire 

Scotland 

Europe 

55-38  N. 

Kinsale 

Munster 

Ireland  . 

Europe 

51-32   N. 

Kingston 

Jamaica 

West  Indies 

America 

18-15  N. 

Kiow 

Ukraine 

Russia 

Europe 

50-30  N. 

Kola 

Lapland 

Russia 

Europe 

68-52   N. 

Koningsberg 

Pruffia 

Poland 

Europe 

54-43   N. 

T   Aguna 
-*-«  Lahor 

Teneriffe 

Canaries 

Atlantic  Ocean 

28-28   N. 

Lahor 

East  Indies 

Asia 

32-40  N. 

Lancaster 

Lancashire 

England 

Europe 

54-05   N. 

Lancaster 

Pennsylvania 

United  States 

North  America 

40-02   N. 

Landau 

Alsace 

France 

Europe 

49-11    N. 

Landscroon 

Schonen 

Sweden 

Europe 

55-52   N. 

Lausanne 

Canton  of  Vaud  Switzerland 

Europe 

46-31   N. 

Leeds 

Yorkshire 

England 

Europe 

53-48   N. 

Leicester 

Leicestershire 

England 

Europe 

52-38   N. 

Leipfic 

Saxony 

Germany 

Europe 

51-19  N. 

Leith 

Edinburgshire 

Scotland 

Europe 

55-58   N. 

Leper's  Island 

S.   Pacific 

Ocean 

Asia 

15-23    S. 

Leskard 

Cornwall 

England 

Europe 

50-26   N. 

Lesparre 

Guienne 

France 

Europe 

45-18   N. 

Levant  sea 

Coast  of 

Syria 

Asia 

Mediterr. 

Lexington 

Kentucky 

United  States 

North  America 

38-25   N. 

Leyden 

Holland 

Netherlands 

Europe 

52-10   N. 

Leige 

BifhopricofLeige 

Netherlands 

Europe 

50-37  N. 

Lima 

Peru 

South 

America 

12-01     S. 

Limeric 

Limerick  county 

Ireland 

Europe 

52-35   N. 

Limoges 

Limoges 

France 

Europe 

45-49   N. 

Lincoln 

Lincolnshire 

England 

Europe 

53-15  N. 

Linlithgow 

Linlithgowshire 

Scotland 

Europe 

55-56  N. 

Lintz 

Austria 

Germany 

Europe 

48-16   N. 

Lisbon 

Estremadura 

Portugal 

Europe 

38-42   N. 

Lisle 

French  Flanders 

Netherlands 

Europe 

50-37   N. 

Litchfield 

Staffordshire 

England 

Europe 

52-43  N. 

Lizard  Point 

Cornwall 

England 

Europe 

49-57  N. 

London 

Middlesex 

England 

Europe 

51-31    N. 

Londonderry 

Londonderry 

Ireland 

Europe 

50-00  N. 

Loretto 

Pope's  Territory 

■  Italy 

Europe 

43-15  N. 

Louisburgh 

Cape  Breton  Isle 

:  North 

America 

45-53   N. 

Louvain 

Austrian  Brabant  Netherlands 

Europe 

50-53   N. 

Louveau 

Siam 

East  Indies 

Asia 

12-42   N. 

Lubec 

Holstein 

Germany 

Europe 

54-00  N. 

St.  Lucia  Isle 

Windward  Isles 

West-Indies 

North  America 

13-24   N. 

Lunden 

Gothland 

Sweden 

Europe 

55-41    N. 

Luneville 

Lorrain 

France 

Europe- 

48-35   N. 

Luxemburgh 

Luxemburgh 

Netherlands 

Europe 

49-37   N. 

Lyons 

Lyons 

France 

Europe 

45-45  N". 

TV/xAcao 
J-'A  Macassar 

Canton 

China 

Asia 

22-12   N. 

Celebes  Isle 

East  Indies 

Asia 

5-09    S. 

76-40 

E. 

124-27 

E- 

175  55 

E- 

122-00  W- 

163-55 

E- 

72-48 

E. 

70-30 

E. 

66-40 

E. 

1-38  W. 

106-12 

E. 

108-13 

E. 

96-35 

E. 

58-47 

E. 

150-30 

E. 

77-55 

E. 

1-20  W. 

83-02 

E. 

87-51 

E. 

81-50 

E. 

73-31 

E. 

73-57  E. 

87-25 

E. 

72-00 

E. 

116-57W. 

70-24 

E. 

74-08 

E. 

.  Sea. 

10-09  W. 

79-32 

E. 

80-40  E. 

1-44  W. 

66-22 

E. 

76-20  E. 

74-33 

E. 

71-30 

E. 

88-57  E. 

65-54 

E. 

78-09 

E. 

73-56 

E. 

69-50 

E. 

75-00 

E. 

67-2O 

E. 

89-15 

E. 

15-12 

E. 

79-49 

E. 

175-56 

E. 

86-40 

E. 

14-24  W. 

88-26 

u. 

81-35 

E. 

81-16 

E. 

79-54  E. 

171-09W. 

165-07  W. 

(8) 
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Provinces. 

Countries. 

Madeira  FunchalAtlantic 

Ocean 

Madras 

Coromandel 

East  Indies 

Madrid 

New  Castile 

Spain 

Magdalena  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Mahon  (Port) 

Minorca 

Mediter.  sea 

Majorca 

Isle 

Mediter.  sea 

Malacca 

Malacca 

East  Indies 

Maiines 

Brabant 

Netherlands 

Mallicola  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

St.  M. does 

Bretagne 

France 

Malta  Isle 

Mediterranean 

Sea 

Manilla 

Luronia  Philip. 
Isles 

East  Indies 

Mantua 

Mantua 

Italy 

Marigalante  Isle 

Atlantic 

Ocean 

Marh.tta  N 

Marseilles  Provence 

St.  Mar  ha  St.  Martha 

St.  Martin's  Isle  Caribbean  Isles 

Mart&BMSB  Isle  Caribbean  Isles 

St.  M.n's  I,le  Scillv  Isles 
St.  Mary's  Town  Azores 

Maskelyne  Illes  South 


W.  Territory  United  States 
France 
Terra  Firma 


Mauritius 

Marua  Isles 

Mayence 

Mayo  Isle 

Meaux 

Mecca 

Medina 

Mediter 

Mequinez 

Messina 

Mergui 

Mexico 

Miatea  Isle 

St.  Michael 


Sea 


Indian 
South 

Lower  Rhine 
Cape  Vcrd 
Campagne 
Arabia  Felix 
Arabia  Felix 
Between 
Fez 

Sicily  Ifland 
Siam 
Mexico 
South 
Isle  Azores 


Middleburghlsle  South 

Milan  Milanese 

Milford  Haven 

Mocha 

Modena 

Montreal 

Montpelier 

Montague  Isle 

Montrose 

Montserrat  Isle 

Morocco 


Moscow 
Munich 
Munster 

NAmur 
Nancy 
Nangasachi 
Nanking 
Nantes 
Naples 


Pembrokeshire 

Arabia  Felix 

Modena 

Canada 

Languedoc 

South 

Forfar 

Caribbean  Ifles 

Morocco 

Moscow 

Bavaria 

Westphalia 

Namur 

Lorrain 

Japan 

Kiangan 

Bretagne 

Naples 


West  Indies 

Wrst  Indies 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Pacific  Ocean 

Ocean 

Pacific  Ocean, 

Germanv 

Atlantic  Ocean 

France 

Arabia 

Arabia 

Europe  and 

Barbary 

Italy 

East  Indies 

North 

Pacific  Ocean 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Pacific  Ocean 

Italy 

Wales 

Arabia 

Italy 

North 

France 

Pacific  Ocean 

Scotland 

West  Indies 

Barbary 

Russia 

Germany 

Germany 

Netherlands 

France 

N.  Pacific  Ocean 

China 

France 

Italy 


Quarters. 

Africa 

Asia 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

As. a 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Africa 

Asia 

Europe 

South  America 

America 

Europe 

America 

America 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Africa 

Asia 

Europe 

Africa 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Africa 

Africa 

Europe 

Asia 

America 

Asia 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

America 

Africa 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 


Latitude. 

D.  M. 

32-37  N. 
13-04  N. 
40-25  N. 
10-25  S. 
39-50  N. 
39-35  N. 
2-12  N. 
51-01  N. 
16-15  N. 
48-38  N. 
35-54  N. 
14-36  N. 

45  20  N. 
15-55  N. 
39-34  N. 
43-17  N. 
11-26  N. 
18-04  N. 
14-44  N. 
49-57  N. 
36-56  N. 
16-32  S. 
20-0'J  S. 
16-25  S. 
49-54  N. 
15-10  N. 
48-57  N. 
21-45  N. 
25-00   N. 

34-30  N. 
38-30  N. 
12-12  N. 
19-54  N. 
17-52  S. 
37-47  N. 
21-20  S. 
45-25  N. 
51-45  N. 
13-40  N. 
44-34  N.  . 
45-35  N. 
43-36  N. 
17-26  S. 
56-34  N. 
16-47  N. 
30-32  N. 
55-45  N. 
48-09  N- 
52-00  N. 
50-28  N. 
48-41  N. 
32-32  N. 
32-00  N. 
47-13  N. 
40-50  N. 


Longitude . 
D.  M. 

52-59  E. 
155  33  E. 

78-20    E. 

63-44  W. 

78-53    E. 

77-34  E. 
177-10  E. 

79-33  E. 
11 7-22  W. 

73-07  E. 

89-33  E. 
164-02  E. 

85-47  E. 

13-54  E. 
6-40  W. 

80-27  E. 
l-Ol   E. 

12-03   E. 

13-44  E. 

68-22   E. 

49-06  E. 
116-56  VV. 
132-34  E. 
132-23  VV. 

83-25  £. 

52-00  W. 

77-57  E. 
116-00  H. 
114-53   E. 

81-00  E. 

90-40  E. 
173-13  E- 
175-00  W. 

73-0i  VV. 

49-23   E. 

98-31  W.. 

84-30  E. 

69-45  E~ 
118-50  E. 

86-17  E. 
1-49  E. 

78-37  E. 
11 6-24  W. 

72-+0  E. 

12-48  £. 

63-50  E. 
112-50  E. 

86-35   E. 

82-10  E. 

79-49   E. 

81-16  E. 
156-09  W. 
166-30  VV. 

73-32  E. 

89-18-  E. 
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Narva 

Newhaven 

New-York 

Newcastle 

Newport 

Nice 


Livonia 
Connecticut 
New.  York 
Northumberland 
Rhode- Island 
Piedmont 


St.  Nicholas  Mole   Hispaniola 


Nieuport 

Nineveh 

Ningpo 

Norfolk  Isle 

Norfolk 

Norristown 

North  Cape 

Northampton 

Norwich 

Nuremberg 

Nottingham 

OChotskoi 
t 


Flanders 

Curdistan 

Chekiang 

South 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

Wardhus 

Northamptonshire   England 


Countries. 

Russia 

United  States 
North 
England 
North 
Italy- 
West  Indies 
Netherlands 
Turkey- 
China 

Pacific  Ocean 
United  States 
North 
Lapland 


Ohevahoa 
Isle 

Ohitahoo  Isle 

Oleron  Isle 

Olinde 

Olmutz 

Olympie 

St.  Omer's 

Onateayo  Isle 

Oporto 

Oran 

Orenburg 

L'Orient,  Port 

Orleans 

Orleans,  New 

Ormus 

Orotava 

Orsk 

Osnaburg  Isle 

Ostend 

Otaheite 

Owhyee 

Oxford  Observa- 
tory 

T>Acific  or  Orient- Between 

■*■      al  Ocean 
Padua 
Paisley 
Palermo 
Palliser's  Isles 
Pal  ma  Isle 
Palmerston's  Isle 
Palmyra 
Panama 
Paoom  Isle 
Paris  (Observ.) 
Parma 
Patna 
Vol.  II. 


Norfolk 

Franconia 

Nottinghamshire 

Siberia 

South 


South 

Saintonge 

Brasil 

Moravia 

Greece 

Flanders 

South 

Douro 

Algiers 

Tartary 

Bretagne 

Orleannois 

Louisiana 

Ormicos  Isle 

TenerifFe 

Tartary 

South 

Flanders 

South 

South 

Oxfordshire 


Paduano 

Renfrewshire 

Sicily  Isle 

South 

Canaries 

South 

Syria 

Darien 

South 

Isle  of  France 

Parmasan 

Bengal 


England 
Germany 
England 
Russia 
Pacific  Ocean 

Pacific  Ocean 

France 

South 

Bohemia 

Turkey 

Netherlands 

Pacific  Ocean 

Portugal 

Barbary 

Russia 

France 

France 

North 

Persia 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Russia 

Pacific  Ocean 

Netherlands 

Pacific  Ocean 

Pacific  Ocean 

England 

Asia  and 

Italy 

Scotland 

Italy 

Pacific  Ocean 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Pacific  Ocean 

Turkey 

Terra  Firma 

Pacific  Ocean 

France 

Italy 

East  Indies 

*  0  c~\  * 


Quarter. 

Europe 

America 

America 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Asia 

America 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Africa 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Asia 

Africa 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Africa 

Asia 

Asia 

South  America 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 


Latitude. 

D.  M. 

59-OO  N. 
41-19  N. 
40-40  N. 
55-03  N. 
41-35  N. 
43-41  N. 
19-49  N. 
51-0/  N. 
36-00  N. 
29-5/  N. 
29-OI  S. 
36-55  N. 
40-09  N. 
71-10  N. 
52-15  N. 
52-4O  N. 
49-2/  N. 
53-00  N. 
59-20  N. 
9-40    S. 

9  55    S. 

46-02  N. 

8-13  S. 
49-3o  N. 
37-30  N. 
50-44  N. 

9-58  S- 
41-10  N. 
36-30  N. 
51-46  N. 
47-45  N. 
47-54  N. 
29-57  N. 
26-50  N. 
28-23  N. 
51-12  N. 
17-52  S. 
51-13  N. 
17-29  S. 
22-10  S. 
51-45  N. 


45-22  N. 
55-48  N- 
38-30  N. 
15-38  S. 
28-36  N. 
38-00  S. 
33-00  N. 
8-47  N. 
16-30  S. 
48-50  N. 
44-45  N. 
25-45  N. 


(9) 

Longitude. 

D.  M. 

102-35  E. 

2-00 

1-00 

73-36 

3-54 

82-22 

1-36 

77-50  E. 

120-00  E. 

165-37  W. 

116-45  W. 

1-20  W. 

0-18  W. 

101-02   E. 

74-05  E. 

76-25  E. 

86-12  E. 

73-54  E. 

141-43  E. 

63-56  W. 

64-01  W. 

73-40  E. 

40-00  E. 

91-45  E. 

97-00  E- 

77-19  E. 

63-46  W. 

66-38  E. 

75-05  E. 
130-14  E. 

71-40  E. 

76-59  E. 

14-53  W. 
132-00  E. 

58-41  E. 
115-37  E. 
136-59  W. 

78-00  E. 
74-35  W. 
86-00  W. 
73-50  E. 


87-00  E. 

70-52  E. 

88-43  E. 

71-25  W. 

57-15  E. 

87-52  W. 

114-00  E. 

5-16  W. 

1 16-27  W. 

77-25  E. 

85-51  E: 
I58-OO  E; 
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A  NEW    GEOGRAPHICAL    TABLE. 


Names  of  Places.         Provinces. 


Patrixfiord 

Pau 

St.  Paul's  Isle 

Pegu 

Peking 

Pelew 

Pembroke 

Pensacola 

Penzance 

Perigueux 

Perinaldi 

Perth 

Perth-Amboy 

Perscpolis 

St.  Peter's  Fort 

St.  Peter's  Isle 

Petersburg 

Petropawloskoi 

Philadelphia 

St.  Philip's  Fort 

Pickersgill  Isle 

Pico 

Pines,  Isle  of 

Pisa 

Placentia 

Plymouth 

Plymouth 

Pollingen 

Pondicherry 

Ponoi 

Porto  Bello 

Porto  Sancto  Isle 

Port  Royal 

Port  Royal 

Portland  Isle 

Portland  Isle 

Portsmouth 

Portsmouth 

Potosi 

Prague 

Presburg 

Preston 

Prince  of  Wales' 

Fort 
Providence 
Pulo  Candor  Isle 
Pulo  Timor  Isle 
Pylestaart  Isle 

QUebec 
Queen 
Charlotte's  Isle 
St.  Quintin 
Quito 
T>  Agusa 
-*-*■  Ramhead 
Ratisbon 


Iceland 

Beam 

South 

Pegu 

Petchi-li 

Islands 

Pembrokeshire 

West  Florida 

Cornwall 

Guienne 

Genoa 

Perthshire 

New-Jersey 

Irac  Agem 

Martinico 

North 

Ingria 

Kamtscatka 

Pennsylvania 

Minorca 

South 

Azores 

N.  Caledonia 

Tuscany 

Newfoundland 

Isle 
Devonshire 
Massachusetts 
Swabia 
Coromandel 
Lapland 
Terra  Firma 
Madeira 
Jamaica 
Martinico 
South 
North 
Hampshire 
New  England 
Peru 

Upper 
Lancashire 
New  N.   Wales 

New-England 
Indian  Ocean 
Gulf  of  Siam 
South 
Canada 
South 


Picardy 

Peru 

Dalmatia 

Cornwall 

Bavaria 


Countries. 

N.  Atlan.  Ocean 

France 

Indian  Ocean 

East  Indies 

China 

Pacific 

Wales 

North 

England 

France 

Italy 

Scotland 

North 

Persia 

West  Indies 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Russia 

Russia 

North 

Mcditerr.  Sea 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Pacific  Ocean 

Italy 

North 

^England 
New-Enland 
Germany 
Eaft  Indies 
Russia 
South 

Atlantic  Ocean 
West  Indies 
West  Indies 
Pacific  Ocean 
Atlantic  Ocean 
England 
North 
South 
Bohemia 
Hungary 
England 
North 

North 
East  Indies 
East  Indies 
Pacific  Ocean 
North 
Pacific  Ocean 

France 

South 

Venice 

England 

Germany 


Quarter. 

Europe- 

Europe 

Africa 

Asia 

Asia 

Ocean 

Europe 

America 

Europe, 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Asia 

N.  America 

America 

Europe 

Asia 

America 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

North  America 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

America 

Africa 

America 

America 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

America 

Asia 

Asia 

Asia 

America 

Asia 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 


Latitude. 

D.-M. 

65-35  N. 

43-15  N. 

37-51  S. 

17-00  N. 

39-54  N. 

7-00  N. 

5 1-45  N. 

30-22  S. 

50-08  N. 

45-  U  N. 

43-53  N. 

56-22  N. 

40-30  N. 

30-30  N. 

14-44  N. 

46-46  N. 

59-56  N. 

53-01  N. 

39-56  N. 

39-50  N. 

54-42  S. 

38-28  N. 

22-38  S. 

43-43  N. 

47-26  N. 

50-22  N. 
41-48  N. 
47-48  N. 
11-41  N. 
67-06  N. 
9-33  N. 
32-58  N. 
18-00  N. 
14-35  N. 
39-25  S. 
63-22  N. 
5O-47  N. 
43-lo  N. 
21-00  S. 
50-04  N. 
48-2Q  N. 
53-45  N. 
58-47    N. 

41-50   N. 

8-4O   N. 

3-00  N. 
22-23  S. 
46-55    N. 

10-11    s. 

49-50  N. 
0-13  S. 
42-45  N. 
50-18  N. 
48-56   N. 


Longitude. 
D.  M. 

60-55   E. 

74^56  E. 
152-53  E. 
172-00  E. 
168-31  W. 
1 50-00  W. 

70-10  E. 

12-20  W. 

69-00  E. 

75-48   E. 

82-45   E. 

71-48    E. 

00-40  E. 
129-00   E. 

13-44   E. 

18-48    E. 

105-24   E. 

126-20  W. 

First  merid. 

78-53   E. 

38-07  E. 

46-39  E. 
1 17-17  W. 

85-I7    E« 

20-00  E. 

70-50  E. 

71-35  E. 

85-48  E. 

154-57   E. 

111-28    E. 

4-45  W. 
58-40  E. 

1-40  E. 

13-56  E. 

106-43  W. 

56-11   E. 

73-59  E. 

4-40  E. 

2-00  W. 
S9-50  E. 
57-30  E. 
72-10  E. 
18-58  W. 

3-39   E. 

177-35  W. 

179-30  E. 

99-24  W. 

5-12  E. 

88-35  W. 

78-22  E. 
2-55  W. 
93-25  E. 
70-45  E. 
87-05  E. 


Names  of  P: 

Rhee  Isle 

Recif 

Rennes 

Resolution  Isle 

Rheims 

Rhodes 

Richmond 

Riga 

Rimini 

Rochelle 

Rochfort 

Rock  of  Lisbon 

Rodez 

Rodrigues  Isle 
Rome 
Rotterdam 
Rotterdam  Isle 
Rouen 
CAba  Isle 
^Sagan 
St.  Augustin 
St.  Domingo 
St.  George's 

Channel 
St.  Jago 
St.  Juan 
St.  Salvador 
Salem 
Salisbury- 
Sail  Isle 
Salonichi 
Salvage  Isles 
Samaria 
Samarcand 
Samaria,  Ruins 
Sandwich  Isle 
Santa  Cruz 
Santa  Fe 
Savage  Isle 
Savannah 
Saunder's  Isle 
Sayd  or  Thebes 
Scarborough 
Schvvezingen 
Scone 
Sea  of  Asoph 

Marmora 

Ochotsk 

Yellow 

Sedan 

Senegal 

Seville 

Sheerness 

Shepherd's  Isle 

Shields  (South) 

Shrewsbury 


1 

lOGRAPI 

IIC  AL    T  A 

BLE. 

(1 

Countries. 

§>itarter. 

Latitude. 

D.  M. 

Longitude. 

D.  M. 

France 

Europe 

46-14  N. 

73-31    E. 

ii 

South 

America 

8-10    S. 

39-30  E. 

Bretagne 

France 

Europe 

48-06   N. 

7S-24  E. 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

17-23     S. 

65-20  W. 

Champaigne 

France 

Europe 

49-14  N. 

79-07  E. 

Rhode-Island 

Levant  sea 

Asia 

36-20  N. 

103-00  E. 

Virginia 

United  States 

America 

37-40  N. 

2-50  W. 

Livonia 

Russia 

Europe 

56-55  N. 

99-00  E. 

Romagna 

Italy 

Europe 

44-03  N. 

87-39  E. 

Aunis 

France 

Europe 

46-09  N. 

73-56  E. 

Saintonge 

France 

Europe 

46-02  N. 

74-07  E. 

Mouth  of  Tagus 

Portugal 

Europe 

38-45  N. 

65-30  E. 

River 

Guienne          .  Si 

France 

Europe 

44-21   N. 

77-39  E. 

South 

Indian  Ocean 

Africa 

10-40  N. 

138-15  E. 

Pope's  Territory 

Italy 

Europe 

41-53   N. 

87-34  E. 

Holland 

Netherlands 

Europe 

51-56   N. 

79-33  E. 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

20-16  N. 

98-35  W. 

Normandy 

France 

Europe 

49-26   N. 

74-00  E. 

Caribbean  sea 

West  Indies 

America 

17-39  N. 

11-48  E. 

Silesia 

Germany- 

Europe 

51-42  N. 

90-27  E. 

East  Florida 

North 

America 

29-45  N. 

6-12  W. 

Carib.  Sea 

West  Indies 

America 

18-20  N. 

5-00  E. 

Between 

England  and 
Ireland 

Europe 

Atlantic 

Ocean. 

Chili 

South 

America 

34-00    S. 

2-00  W. 

California 

North 

America 

26-25  N. 

39-09  W. 

Brasil 

South 

America 

11-58     S. 

37-00  E. 

Massachusetts 

United  States 

America 

42-25  N. 

4-08   E. 

Wiltshire 

England 

Europe 

51-00  N. 

73-15  E. 

North 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Africa 

16-38   N. 

52-09  E. 

Macedonia 

Turkey 

Europe 

40-41   N. 

98-13  E. 

North 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Africa 

30-00  N. 

59-11   E. 

Hispaniola 

West  Indies 

America 

19-15   N. 

144-11   E. 

Usbec 

Tartary 

Asia 

40-40  N. 

144-00  E. 

Holy  Land  ' 

Turkey 

Asia 

32-40  N. 

113-00  E. 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

17-41    S. 

116-22  W. 

Teneriffe 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Africa 

28-27   N. 

58-49  E. 

New  Mexico 

North 

America 

36-00  N. 

29-00  W. 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

I9-02    S. 

94-25  W. 

Georgia 

North 

America 

3 1-55  N. 

5-20  W. 

South  Georgia 

S  .Atlantic  Ocean  South  America 

58-00    S. 

48-07  E. 

Upper 

Egypt 

Africa 

27-00  N. 

IO7-20  E. 

Yorkshire 

England 

Europe 

54-18  N. 

74-50  E. 

Lower  Rhine 

Germany 

Europe 

49-23  N. 

83-45   E. 

Perthshire 

Scodand 

Europe 

56-24  N. 

71-50  E. 

Little  Tartary 

Europe  and 

Asia 

Turkey  in 

Europe  and 

Asia 

Black  sea 

Between 

Siberia,  and  Kamscatka,  Asia.  North.  Pacific 

Ocean. 

Between  Eastern  Tartary,  China, 

and  Corea,  North, 

Pacific  Ocean. 

Champagne 

France 

Europe 

49-42  N. 

80-02   E. 

Negroland 

Africa 

15-53  N. 

58-34   E. 

Andalusia 

Spain       » 

Europe 

37-1 5  N. 

68-55   E. 

Kent 

England 

Europe 

51-25  N. 

75-50  E. 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Asia 

16-58    S. 

116-13  W. 

Durham 

England 

Europe 

55-02   N. 

76-16  E. 

Shropshire 

England 

Europe 

52-43  N. 

72-24  E. 
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A     NEW 


Names  of  Places.     Province t. 


Countries. 


Siam  Siam  East  Indies 

Sidon  Holy  Land  Turkey 

Si-gham-fu  Chensi  China 

Sisteron  Dauphine  France 

Smyrna  Natolia  Turkey 

Sombavera  Isles     Carib.  sea  West  Indies 

Soloo  Isle  Philip.  Isles  East  Indies 

Southampton  Hampshire  England 

Spaw  Liege  Germany 

Stafford  Staffordshire  England 

Stockholm  Upland  Sweden 

Sterling  Sterlingshire  Scotland 

Straits  of  Babelmandel,  between  Africa  and  Asia,  Red  Sea. 

of  Dover,  between  England  and  France,  English  Channel. 

of  Gibraltar,  between  Europe  and  Africa,  Mediterranean  Sea. 

of  Malacca,  between  Malacca  and  Sumatra,  Asia,  Indian  Ocean. 

■  of  Magellan,  between  Terra  del  Fuego  and  Patagonia,  South  America. 

■  i    ."  of  La  Maire,  in  Patagonia,  South  America,  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean. 

of  Ormus,  between  Persia  and  Arabia,  Persian  Gulf. 

of  Sunda,  between  Sumatra  and  Java,  Indian  Ocean,  Asia. 

of  Waigats,  between  Nova  Zembla  and  Russia,  Asia. 


ICAL 

TABLE. 

Quarter. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

D.  M. 

D.  M. 

Asia 

14-18  N. 

175-55   E. 

Asia 

33-33  N. 

111-15   E. 

Asia 

34-16  N. 

176-12  W. 

Europe 

44-11    N. 

81-01   E. 

Asia 

38-28  N. 

102-24  E. 

North  America 

18-38   N. 

11-28  E. 

Asia 

5-57  N. 

163-40  W. 

Europe 

50-55  N. 

73-45  E. 

Europe 

50-30  N. 

80-40  E. 

Europe 

52-50  N. 

73-00  E. 

Europe 

59-20  N. 

93-08  E. 

Europe 

56-10  N. 

71-lO  E. 

Stralsund 

Pomerania 

Germany 

Strasburgh 

Alsace 

France 

Straumness 

Iceland 

N.  Atlantic  Oce 

Suez 

Suez 

Egypt 

Sultz 

Lorrain 

France 

Sunderland 

Durham 

England 

Surat 

Guzurat 

East  Indies 

Surinam 

Surinam 

South 

Syracuse 

Sicily  Isle 

Italy 

•"[""Able  Island 
-*•       Tanjour    . 

New  Hebrides 

South  Pacific 

Tanjour 

East  Indies 

Tanna 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Taoukaa  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Tauris 

Aderbeitzan 

Persia 

Teflis 

Georgia 

Persia 

Temontengis 

Soloo 

East  Indies 

Teneriffe  Peak 

Canaries 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Tercera 

Azores 

Atlantic  Ocean 

Tetuan 

Fez 

Barbary 

St.  Thomas's  Isle 

Virgin  Isles 

West  Indies 

Thorn 

Regal  Prussia 

Poland 

Timor,  S.  W. 

East  Indies 

Point 

Timorland  S. 

East  Indies 

Point 

Tobolski 

Siberia          / 

Russia 

Toledo 

New  Castile 

Spain 

Tomsk 

Siberia 

Russia 

Tonga  Tabu  Isle 

South 

Pacific  Ocean 

Tornea 

Bothnia 

Sweden 

Toulon 

Provence 

France 

Trapesond 

Natolia 

Turkey 

Trent 

Trent 

Germany 

Trenton 

New  Jersey 

United  States 

Tripoli 

Tripoli 

Barbary 

Tripoli 

Syria 

Turkey 

Europe 
Europe 
i  Europe 
Africa 
Europe 
Europe 
Asia 
America 
Europe 
Asia 
Asia 
Asia 
Asia 
Asia 
Asia 
Asia 
Africa 
Europe 
Africa 
America 
Europe 
Asia 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

North  America 

Africa 

Asia 


54-23  N. 
48-34  N. 
65-39  N. 
29-50  N. 
47-53  N. 
54-55  N. 
21-10  N. 

6-00  N. 
36-58  N. 
15-38  S. 
11-27  N. 
19-32  S. 
14-30  S. 
38-20  N. 
43-30  N. 

5-57  N. 
28-12  N. 
38-45  N. 
35-40  N. 
18-21  N. 
52-56  N. 
10-23    S. 


88-22  E. 

82-46  E. 

50-36  E. 
108-27  E. 

82-51  W. 

72-50  W. 
147-27  E. 

19-30  E. 

90-05  E. 
117-48  W. 
154-07  E. 
115-24  W. 

70-04.  W. 
121-30  E. 
122-CO  E. 
165-02  W. 

58-36   E. 

47-59  E. 

69-42  E. 

10-14  E. 

56-00  E. 
160-56  W. 


8-15    S.     153-01 W. 


58-12  N. 
39-50  N. 
56-29  N. 
21-09  S. 
65-50  N. 
43-07  N. 
41-50  N. 
46-05  N. 
40-15  N. 
32-53  N. 
34-30  N. 


143-17  E. 

78-25  E. 
160-04  E. 

99-41  W. 

99-17  E. 

81-01  E. 
115-30  E. 

86-02  E. 
0-45  E. 

68-12  E. 
111-15   E. 
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Troy  Ruins 

Tu:iis 

Turin 

Turtle  Isle 

Tyre 

Tvrnaw 

ULiatea 
Upsal 
UranibeKg 
Ushant  Isle 
Utreclit 
Venice 
Vera  Cruz 
Vernon  (Mount) 
Verona 
Versailles 
Vienna 
Vigo 

Vintimiglia 
Virgin  Gorda 
Akefield 
Pi' nee  of 
Wales  Fort 
Wardhus 


w 


Warsaw 

Warwick 

Washington 

Waterlord 

Wells 

Westham  Isles 

Whitehaven 

Whitsuntide  Isle 

Williamsburg 

Willis's  Isles 

Winchester 

WHna 

Wittenburg 

Wologda 

Worcester 

Worcester 

W  rms 

Wosiak 

W    nzburg 

\'  armouth 
Vork 
Vol.   II. 


Natolia 

Tunis 

Piedmont 

South 

Palestine 

Trentschin 

South 

Upland 

Hurn  Isle 

Breta^ne 

Holland 

Venice 

Mexico 

Virginia 

Veronese 

Isle  of  France 

Austria 

Galitia 

Genoa 

Virgin  Isles 

Yorkshire 

New  N.  Wales 

Norwegian  Lap- 
land 
Massovia 
Warwickshire 
Columbia  district 
Muuster 
Somersetshire 
Nonh 

Cumberland 
South 
Virginia 
South  Georgia 
Hampshire 
Lithuania 
Upper  Saxony 
Wologda 
Worcestershire 
Massachusetts 
Lower  Rhine 

Fianconia 
N  trfo  k 

Yorkshire 


Countries. 

Turkey 

Barbary 

Italy 

Pacific  Ocean 

Tin  key 

Hungary 

Picilic  Ocean 

Sweden 

Denmark 

France 

N<  therlands 

Italy 

South 

United  States 

Italy 

France 

Germany 

Spain 

Italy 

West  Indies 

England 

North 


^ttarier, 

Asia 

Africa 

Europe 

Asia 

Asia 

Europe 

Asia 

Europe 

Europe 

Eur.ipe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Nonh  America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

America 


Lapland 

Poland 

England 

United  States 

Ireland 

England 

Atlautic  Ocean 

England 

Pacific  Ocean 

North 

Atlantic  Ocean 

England 

Poland 

Germany 

Russia 

England 

United  States 

Germany 

Russia 

Germany 

England 

England 

*[  dd  ]* 


Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

As  a 

America 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

America 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 

Europe 


Lttilude. 

D.  M. 

39-30  N- 
56  47  N. 
45  05  N. 
19-48  8. 
3'2-32  N. 
48-28  N. 
16-45  S. 
59-51  N. 
55-54  N. 
48  28  N. 
52-07  N. 
4J-26  N. 
19-12  N. 
38-40  N. 
45-2G  N. 
48-48  N. 
48-12  N. 
42-14  N. 
43-53  N. 
18-18  N. 
53-41  N. 
58-4/'  N. 


Longitude, 
D.  M, 

101-30  E. 

85-00   E. 

82-4S  E. 
J03-02  W. 
111-00  E. 

92-38  E. 

76-26  W. 

92-47  E. 

87-57   E. 

7001  E. 

80-00  E. 

86-59    E- 

22-25  W. 
2-03  W. 

86-23    K. 

77-12    E. 

91-22  E. 

66-37  E. 

82-42  E. 

11-01    E. 

73-32   E. 

19-02  W. 


70-22  N.       9S-11   E. 


52-14  N. 
52-18  N. 
38-54  N. 
52-12  N. 
51-12  N. 
63-20  N. 
54-38  N. 
15-4-1.  S. 
37-12  N.. 
34-00  S. 
51-06  N. 
54-41  N. 
51-49  N. 
59-19  N. 
52-09  N. 
42-23  N. 
49-3S  N. 
61-15  N. 
49-46  N. 
52-45  N. 
53-59  N. 


96-05   E. 

73-^8  E. 
l-5o  W. 

67-44   E. 

72-20  E. 

54-38   E. 

71-34  E. 

116-35  W. 

1-48  W. 

36-36  E. 

73-45  E. 
100-52   E. 

87-46  E. 
116-50  E. 

73-05  E. 
3-16  E. 

83-05  E. 

85-13  E. 
76-48  E 
75-53  E 


CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLE 

O  F 

REMARKABLE  EVENTS,  DISCOVERIES,  AND  INVENTIONS. 

T.dt.  Christ.  720  Samaria  taken,  after  three  years  siege,  and  the 

«*OCfs  nnilE  creation  of  the  world,  and  Adam  and  kingdom  of  Israel  finished,  by  Salmana- 

X     Eve.  sar,  king  of  Assyria,  who  carries  the  ten 

4003  The  birth  of  Cain.  tribes  into  captivity. 

2348  The  old  world  is  destroyed  by  a  deluge.  The  first  eclipse  of  the  moon  on  record. 

!  The  Tower  of  Babel  built  about  this  time.      658  Byzantium  (now  Constantinople,)  built  by  a 
2234  Celestial  observations  are  begun  at  Babylon,  colony  of  Athenians. 

the  city  which  first  gave  birth  to  learning  600  Thales,   of  Miletus,  travels   into  Egypt,  ac- 

and  the  sciences.  quires  the  knowledge  of  geometry,  astrono- 

2183   Misraim,  the  son  of  Ham,  founds  the  king-  my,  and  philosophy  ;  returns  to  Greece,  cal- 

dom  of  Egypt.  culates  eclipses,  gives  general  notions  of  the 

2059  Ninus,  the  son  of  Belus,  founds  the  kingdom  universe,  and  maintains  that  one  supreme 

of  Assyria.  Intelligence  regulates  all  its  motions. 

1921   The  covenant  of  God  made  with  Abram.  Maps,  globes  and  the  signs  of  the  Zodiac,  in-, 

i897  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  destroyed.  vented    by  Anaximander,   the    scholar  of" 

1822  Memnon,  the  Egyptian,  invents  the  letters.  Thales. 

1635  Joseph  dies  in  Egypt,  which  concludes  the  587  The  city  of  Jerusalem  taken,' after  a  siege  of 

book  of  Genesis.  !8  months. 

1 574  Aaron  born  in  Egypt;   1490,  appointed  by  559  Cyrus,  the  first  king  of  Persia. 

God  first  high-priest  of  the  Israelites.  538  The  kingdom  of  Babylon  destroyed  ;  that  city 

1571  Moses,  brother  to  Aaron,  born  in  Egypt,  and  being  taken  by  Cyrus,  who,  in  536,  issues  an 

adopted  by  Pharaoh's  daughter.  edict  for  the  return  of  the  Jews. 

1493  Cadmus  carries  the   Phoenician  letters  into  515  The  second   temple  at  Jerusalem  is  finished 

Greece,  and  builds  the  citadel  of  Thebes.  under  Darius. 

1491  Moses  performs  a  number  of  miracles  in  E- 509  Tarquin,  king  of  the  Romans,  expelled. 

gypt,  and  departs  from  that  kingdom,  to-  481  Xerxes  the  Great,  king  of  Persia,  begins  his 

getherwith  the  Israelites.  expedition  against  Greece. 

1435  The"  first  ship  that  appeared  in   Greece  is  458  Ezra  is  sent  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem,  with 

brought  from  Egypt  by  Danaus.  the  captive  Jews  and  the  vessels  of  gold  and 

1453  The  first  Olimpic  games  celebrated  at  Olym-  silver,    fee.  being  seventy  weeks  of  years, 

pia,  in  Greece.  or  490  years  before  the  crucifixion  of  our 

1451  The  Israelites  fix  themselves  in  Canaan.  Saviour. 

1406  Iron  is  found  in  Greece,  from  the  accidental  454  The  Romans  send  to  Athens  for  Solon's  laws. 

burning  of  the  woods.  45 1   The  Decemvirs  created  at  Rome,  and  the  laws 

1372  The  Milesians  arrive  from  Spain  in  Ireland.  of  the  Twelve  Tables  compiled  and  ratified. 

1263   At  gonautic  expedition.  43°  The  history  of  the  Old  Testament  finishes  a- 

1048  David  is  sole  king  of  Israel.  bout  this  time. 

1004  The  Temple  solemnly  dedicated  by  Solomon.  401   Retreat  of  10,000  Greeks  under  Xenophon. 
«96  Elijah,  the  prophet,  translated  to  Heaven.       400  Socrates,  the  founder  of  moral  philosophy  a- 
894  Money  first  made  of  gold  and  silver  at  Argos.  mong  the  Greeks,  believes  the  immortality 

869  The  city  of  Carthage,  in  Africa,  founded  by  of  the  soul  and  a  state  of  rewards  and  punish- 

ouee'n  Dido.  ments,  for  which,  and    other  sublime  dec- 

814  The'kingriom  of  Macedon  begins.  trines,  he  is  put  to  death  by  the  Athenians, 

776  The  first  Olimpiad  begins.  who  soon  after  repent,  and  erect  to  his  ret- 

753  Rome  built  by  Romulus,  firstking  of  the  Ro-  mory  a  statue  of  brass. 
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379  Baeotian  war  commences  in  Greece,  finished 
in  366,  after  the  death  of  Epaminondas,  the 
last  of  the  Grecian  heroes. 

336  Philip,  king  of  Macedon,  murdered. 

33  I  Alexander,  king  of  Macedon,  conquers  Darius, 
king  of  Persia. 

323  Dies  at  Babylon,  and  his  empire  is  divided  by 
his  generals  into  four  kingdoms,  after  de- 
stroying his  wives,  children,  brother,  and 
sisters. 

285  Dionysius,  of  Alexandria,  begins  his  astrono- 
mical «ra  on  Monday,  June  26,  being  the 
first  who  found  the  exact  solar  yearto  con- 
sist of  365  days,  5  hours,  and  49  minutes. 

284  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  king  of  Egypt,  employs 
seventy-two  interpreters  to  translate  the  Old 
Testament  into  the  Greek  language,  which 
is  called  the  Septuagint. 

269  The  first  coinage  of  silver  at  Rome. 

264  The  first  Punic  war  begins,  and  continues  23 
years. 

260  The  Romans  first  concern  themselves  in  naval 
affairs,  and  defeat  the  Carthaginians  at  sea. 

218  The  second  Punic  war  begins  and  continues 
17  years.  Hannibal  passes  the  Alps,  and 
defeats  the  Romans  in  several  battles. 

190  The  first  Roman  army  enters  Asia,  and  from 
the  spoils  of  Antiochus,  brings  the  Asiatic 
luxury  first  to  Rome. 

170  Eighty  thousand  Jews  massacred  by  Antio- 
chus Epiphanes. 

146  Perseus  defeated  by  the  Romans,  which  ends 
the  Macedonian  kingdom. 

167  The  first  library  erected  at  Rome,  of  books 
brought  from  Macedonia. 

163  Carthage  razed  to  the  ground  by  the  Romans. 

145  An  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  ofAntioch 
massacred  in  one  day  by  the  Jews. 
52  Julius  Cssar  makes    his  first  expedition  into 

Britain. 
47  The  battle  of  Pharsalia  between  Csssar  and 
Pompey,  in  which  the  latter  is  defeated. 
The  Alexandrian  Library  consisting  of  400,000 
valuable  books,  burnt  by  accident. 
45  The  war  of  Africa,  in  which  Cato  kills  him- 
self. 
The  solar  year  introduced  by  Cssar. 
44'Julius   Caesar   killed  in   the    senate-house   at 

Rome. 
43  Brutus,  one  ofthe  conspirators  against  Cscsar, 
and  chief  of  the  republicans,  being  vanquish- 
ed in  the  battle  of  Philippi,  kills  himself. 
£1  The  battle  of  Actium  fought,  in  which  Mark 
Anthony  and  Cleopatra  are  totally  defeated 
by  Octavius,  nephew  of  Julius  Casar. 

■J7  Octavius,  by  a  decree  ofthe  senate,  obtains  the 
title  of  Augustus  Csesar,  and  an  absolute 
exemption  from  the  laws,  and  is  properly  the 
first  Roman  emperor. 
25  Coin  first  used  in  Britain. 
8  Rome  at  this  time  is  fifty  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence, and  contains  463,000  men  fit  to  bear 
arms, 


The  temple  of  Janus  shut  by  Augustus,  as  an 
emblem  of  universal  peace  ;  and  JESUS 
CHRIST  supposed  to  have  been  born  on 
Molfclay,  December  25,  but  according  to 
many,  in  September  during  the  Jewish  least 
of  tabernacles. 

A.  C. 

12  JESUS  CHRIST  hears  the  Doctors  in  the 

Temple,  and  asks  them  questions. 

27  Is  baptised  in  the  Wilderness; 

33  : Is  crucified  on   Friday,  Auril  3,  at 

3  o'clock  P.M. 
■ —  His  resurrection  on  Sunday,  April 

5  ;  his  Ascension,  Thursday  May  14. 
40  The  name  of  Christians  first  given  at  Antioch 

to  the  followers  of  Christ. 
49  London  founded  by  the  Romans. 
5 1  Caractacus,  the  British  king,  carried  in  chains 

to  Rome. 
59  The  tyrant  Nero  puts  his  mother  and  brothers 

to  death. 
Persecutes  the  Druids  in  Britain. 

61  Boadicea,  the  British  queen,  defeats  the  Ro- 

mans ;  but  is  conquered  soon  after  by  Sue- 
tonius, governor  of  Britain. 

62  St.  Paul  is  sent  in  bonds  to  Rome,  writes  his 

epistles  between  5  i  and  66. 

63  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  written. 
Christianity   supposed  to  be   introduced  into 

Britain  by  St.  Paul,  or  some  ol  his  disciples 
about  this  time. 

64  Rome  set  on  fire,  and  burned  for  six  days  ;  up- 

on which  began  (under  Nero)  the  first  per- 
secution against  the  Christians. 
67  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  put  to  death. 
70  Titus  takes  Jerusalem,  which  is  razed  to  the 

ground,  and  the  plough  made  to  pass  over 

it. 
79   Herculaneum  overwhelmed  by  an  eruption  of 

Mount  Vesuvius. 
135  The  second  Jewish  war  ends,  when  all  the 

Jews  are  banished  Judea. 
152  The  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius  stops  the  perse- 
cution against  the  Christians. 
274  Silk  first  brought  from  India. 
306  Constantine  the  Great  begins  his  reign. 
313  Constantine  terminates  the  tenth  persecution, 

favours  the  Christians,  and  gives  full  liberty 

to  their  religion. 
325  The  first  general  council  at  Nice. 
328  Constantine  removes  the  seat  of  empire  from 

Rome  to  Byzantium,  which  is  from  that 

time  called  Constantinople. 
331  Constantine  orders  all  the  heathen  temples  to 

be  destroyed. 
363  The  emperor  Julian,  surnamed  the  Apostate, 

endeavours  in  vain  to  re-build  the  temple  of 

Jerusalem. 
410  Rome  taken  and  plundered  by  Alaric,king  of 

the  Visi-Goths. 
420  The  kingdom  of  France  begins  under  P.hara- 

inond. 
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455  The  Saxons  having  repulsed  the  Scots  and 
Ficts,  invite  over  more  of  their  countrymen, 
and  begin  to  establish  themselves  in  Ke:itj 
under  Hengist. 

476  The  western  empire  entirely  destroyed. 

496  Clovis,  king  of  France,  baptised,  and  Christi- 
anity begins  in  that  kingdom. 

5  10  Pans  becomes  the  capital  of  France.  * 

5  16  Tiie  computing  of  time  by  the  Christian  acra 
■s  introduced  by  Dionysiusthe  Monk. 

529  Justinian's  code  is  published. 

557  A  terrible  plague  in  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa, 
which  continues  near  50  years. 

581  Latin  ceased  to  be  spoken  about  this  time  in 
Italy. 

622  Mahomet  flies  from  Mecca  to  Medina,  in  A- 
rabia.  His  followers  compute  their  time 
from  this  aira,  which  in  Arabic  is  called  He- 
gira,  i.  e.  the  Flight* 

637  Jerusalem  taken  by  the  Saracens. 

664  Glass  invented  in  England  by  Benalt,  a  monk. 

685  The  Britons,  after  a  struggle  of  near  150 
years,  are  driven  by  the  Saxons,  into  Wales 
and  Cornwall. 

748  The  computing  of  years  from  the  birth  of 
Christ  begins  to  be  used  in  history. 

800  Charlemagne,  king  of  France,  begins  the  em- 
pire of  Germany,  afterwards  called  (he 
Western  empire  ;  and  endeavours  in  vain 
to  restore  learning  in  Europe. 

828  Egbert,  king  of  Vyessex,  unites  the  Heptar- 
chy, by  the  name  of  England. 

886  Juries  first  instituted. 

395  Alfred  the  Great,  after  subduing  the  Danish 
invaders,  composes  his  body  of  laws  ;   di- 
vides England  into  counties,  hundreds,  and 
tythings;  erects  county  courts,  and  founds 
the  university  of  Oxford  about  this  time. 
915  The  university  of  Cambridge  founded. 
1000  Paper  made  of  cotton  rags  is  in  use  ;  that  of 
linen  rags  in   1170;  the  manufactory  inlro- 
dn<  ed  into  England  at  Dartford,  in  158S. 
1015  Children  Forbidden  by  law  to  be  sold  by  their 

parents  in  England. 
101"  Canute,  king  of  Denmark,  gains  possession 

of  England. 
.  040  The   Danes   about   this  time  driven   out  of 

Scotland. 
1043  The  Turks  become  formidable,  and  take  pos- 
session of  Persia. 
1054  Leo  TV.  tbe  first  pope  t'lat  kept  up  as  army. 
1057  Malcolm  IT!,  kins  of  Scotland,  kills  the  ty- 
rant Macbeth  at  Dunsinane. 
106J)   The  Turks  tike  Jerusalem  from  theSaracens. 
0166  The  battle  of  .Hastings  fought,  between  Har- 
Old    and   William,   duke  of  Normandy,  in 
which  Harold  is  conquered  and   slain,  after 
which  William  becomes  king  of  England. 
1070  William  introduces  the  feudal  law  into  En- 
gland. 
1091   T'ie  Saracens  in  Spain  bein^j  hard  pressed  by 

*"  t'ie   Spaniards,   call  to  their  as 

scph,  king  of  Morocco  ;  by  which  the  Moors 
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get  possession  of  all  the  Saracen  dominions- 
in  Spain. 

The  first  crusade  to  the  Holy  Land  began. 

Goodwin  Sands  formed  by  the  sta  overf  ow- 
ing 4000  acres  belonging  to  earl  Goodwin 
of  Kent. 

The  canon  law  collected  by  Gratian,  a  monk 
of  Bologno. 

Henry  II.  of  England,  invades  Ireland. 

England  is  divided,  by  Henry,  into  six  cir- 
cuits, and  justice  is  dispensed  by  itinerant 
judges. 

Glass  windows  begin  to  be  used  in  private 
houses  in  England. 

Surnames  now  begin  to  be  used;  first  among 
the  nobility. 

Magna  Charta  is  signed  by  king  John  and  the 
barons  of  England  ;  aid  the  following  year 
it  is  granted  to  the  Irish. 

The  Tartars  under  Gingis-Khan,  emerge 
from  the  northern  parts  of  Asia,  over-run 
the  Saracen  empire  ;  and,  in  imitation  of  for- 
mer conquerors,  carry  death  and  desolation 
wherever  they  march. 

The  Inquisition,  wl  irh  begun  in  1204,  is 
now  entrusted  to  the  Dominicans. 

According  to  some  writers,  ihe  commons  of 
England  were  not  summoned  to  parliament 
till  this  period. 

There  is  a  regular  succession  of  parliaments 
from  this  year,  being  the  22d  of  Edward  I. 

Wine  sold  by  apothecaries  as  a  cordial. 

The  mariner's  compass  invented,  or  impro- 
ved by  Gioia,  of  Naples. 

The  beginning  of  the  Swiss  cantons. 

The  popes  remove  to  Avignon  in  France  for 
70  years. 

The  battle  of  Bannockburn  between  Edward 

II.  and  Robert  Bruce,  which  establishes  the 
latter  on  the  throne  of  Scotland. 

Gold  first  coined  in  Christendom  ;  1344  ditto 

in  England. 
The  first  comet  whose  course  is  described 

with  astronomical  exactness. 
Gun-powder    and    Guns   first    invented   by 

Swartz,  a  monk  of  Cologne  ;  1346,  Edward 

III.  had  four  pieces  of  cannon,  which  con- 
tributed to  gain  him  the  battle  ofCressy; 
1346,  bombs  and  mortars  invented. 

Tiie  battle  of  To  cti.  re.  in  which  king  John 
of  France  and  his  son  are  taken  prisoners 
by  Rdward  the  Black  Prince. 

The  law  pleadings  in  England  changed  from 
French  to  English. 

Denmark  united  with  the  crown  of  Norway. 

The  siege  of  Orleans,  the  first  blow  to  the 
English  power  in  France,  by  the  celebrated 
Maid  of  Orleans.  She  is  afterwards  taken 
prisoner,  and  basely  put  to  death. 

Lattrentius  of  Haerlem  invents  the  art  of 
printing. 

The  sea  breaks  i-i  at  Dort  in  Holland,  and 
drowns  100,000  people- 
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1453  Constantinople  taken  by  the  Turks,  which  ut- 
terly overthrows  the  Roman  Empire. 

1483  Richard  III.  of  England,  defeated  and  killed 
at  the  battle  ot  Bosworth. 

1489  Maps  and  sea-charts  first  brought  to  England 
by  Barth.  Columbus. 

1491  William    Caxton  the  first  printer  in  England. 

1492  Christopher  Columbus,  a  native  of  Genoa,  af- 

ter having,  to  no  purpose,  solicited  the  assis- 
tance of  the  different  courts  of  Europe,  is  at 
last  enabled  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  of  discov- 
eries, by  the  court  of  Spain,  August  3d  ;  and 
on  the  1  lth  October  following,  he  discovers 
the  island  St.  Salvador,  now  St.  Christophers  ; 
soon  after  he  falls  in  jvith  several  others  of 
the  West-India  islands. 

1494  St.  Eustatia  discovered  by  Columbus. 

1497  The  Portuguese  first  sail  to  the  East  Indies  by 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Florida  discovered  by  Sebastian  Cabot,  a  native 

of  Bristol. 

— —  South  America  discovered  by  Americus  Ves- 
pusius,  from  whom  the  continent  has  its 
name. 

1499  North  America  discovered  for  Henry  VII.  of 

England,  by  Cabot. 

1500  Brasil  discovered  by  Penson. 

1509  The  Island  of  Jamaica  settled  by  Spain. 

1513  A  number  of  Dominican  friars  arrive  in  Hispan- 
iola,  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Indians. 

1515  Paraguay,  or  La  Plata,  discovered  by  the  Spa- 
niards ;  and  settled  by  them,  1535. 

1517  Martin  Luther  begins  to  preach  against  the 
doctrines  of  the  church  of  Rome. 

1 5  IS  Magellan,  in  the  service  of  Spain,  discovers  the 
straits  now  known  by  hisname,  between  Ter- 
radel  Fuegoand  the  continent  of  South  Ame- 
rica. He  is  killed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Marianne  islands,  1520. 

— —  The  Republic  of  Geneva  founded. 

1529  The  name  of  Protestant,  takes  its  rise  from  the 

opponents  of  the  church  of  Rome,  having 
protested  against  the  doctrines  of  that  church 
at  the  diet  of  Spires  in  Germany. 

1530  Copernicus  revives  the  Pythagorean  system  of 

Astronomy. 

1533  Pizarro,  with  an  army  of  160  men,  after  many 

treacheries  and  cruelties,  subdues  the  whole 
country  of  Peru,  in  South  America. 

1534  The  Protestant  religion  commences  in  England 

under  Henry  VIII. 
Sir   James    Cartier   discovers  the    bay   of  St. 

Lawrence. 
1536  California  discovered  by  Fernando  Cortez  ;   is 

taken  possession  of  by  Sir  FrancisDrake,who 

had  his  right  to  it  confirmed  by  the  king  of 

the  country,  1578. 

1535  Cannon  first  made  use  of. 

1539   The  first  English  edition  of  the  Bible  authori- 
sed ;  the  translation  now  in  general  use  was 
*  finished  1611. 
1542  The  famous  council  of  Trent  begins  and  con- 
tinues 18  years. 
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1546  Potosi  mountain,  which  contains  the  richest 
mine  in  America,  discovered. 

1549  Brasil  settled  by  the  Portuguese. 

1553  Circulation  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs  first 
published  by  Michael  Servetus. 

1 560  John  Knox  effects  the  establishmentof  the  Pres- 
byterian religion  in  Scotland. 

1562  John  Rhibalt,  with  a  fleet  from  France,  disco- 

vers the  river  St.  Mary  ;  builds  fort  Charles, 
and  leaves  a  colony  ;  which  soon  after  muti- 
nies, and  is  cut  off  by  the  Spaniards,  1564. 

1563  Knives  first  made  in  England. 

1565  Potatoes  first  brought  to  Ireland  from  New 
Spain. 

1572  The  atrocious  massacre  of  Protestants  at  Paris, 
August  24th. 

1577  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  first  English  circumna- 
vigator, sets  sail  on  his  voyage  round  the 
world  ;  and  returns  1580. 

1579  The  Ducth  strike  offthe  Spanish  yoke,  and  what 
is  now  called  the.  republic  of  Holland  commen- 
ces. 

1582  Pope  Gregory  introduces  the  New  Style  ;  the 

fifth  October  being  accounted  the  15th. 

1583  Tobacco,  which  had  been  first  discovered  by 

the  Spaniards  in  Yucatan  in  the  year  1520, 
is  introduced  into  England. 

1584  13th  July.     Two  ships  commissioned  by,  Sir 

Walter  Raleigh,  who  had  obtained  a  patent 
from  queen  Elizabeth  for  such  lands  as  he 
might  discover  not  belonging  to  any  Chris- 
tian prince,  anchor  in  a-harbour  seven  leagues 
west  of  the  Roanoke,  take  possession  of  the 
country  in  a  formal  manner,  and  in  honour 
of  their  virgin  queen  denominate  it  Virgi- 
nia. 

1585  Davis's  Straits  discovered. 

1587  Mary  queen  of  Scots  is  cruelly  beheaded  by 

order  of  queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  after 
18  years  imprisonment. 

1588  Paper  first  manufactured  in  England. 

The  Spanish  armada  destroyed  by  Drake  and 

other  English  admirals. 

Henry   IV.  of  France    passes  the   celebrated 

edict  of  Nantes,  tolerating  the  Protestants. 

1589  Coaches  first  introduced  into  England. 

1590  Telescopes  invented  by  Jansen,  a  Dutchman. 
1595   Caribbee  Isles  discovered. 

1597  Watches  first  brought  into  England  from  Ger- 
many. 

1602  New  England  discovered  by  Captain  Gcsnolci  ; 

had  the  name  of  New  England  given  it  by 
Captain  John  Smith,  who  drew  a  map  of  it, 
1614. 

1603  Queen  Elizabeth  (the  last  of  the  Tudors)  dies 

and  is  succeeded  by  king  James  VI.  of  Scot- 
land, who  unites  both  kingdoms  under  the 
name  of  Great  Britain. 
1605  The  gun-powder  plot  discovered  at  Westmin- 
ster, being  a  project  to  blow  up  the  king  and 
both  houses  of  parliament,  Nov.  5th. 

*[  ee  ]* 
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1616 
1619 


1620 


1626 
162" 


1642 


Henry  Hudson  discovers  the  river  now  known 
by  his  name,  and  sells  his  claim  to  the  Dutch, 
who  soon  after  begin  to  take  possession  of 
that  region,  which  now  comprehends  the 
states  of  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Delaware  ;  to  which  they  give  the 
appellation  of  the  A'ew  Netherlands.  The 
city,  now  New-York,  was  called  New  Amster- 
dam. 

Canada  settled  by  the  French. 

Galileo  of  Florence  first  discovers  the  satellites 
about  the  planet  Saturn,  by  the  telescope  late- 
ly invented  in  Holland. 

Sir  George  Somers,  on  his  way  to  Virginia,  ran 
ashore  on  one  of  the  Bermuda  Islands,  which 
circumstance  gives  them  the  name  of  the 
Somer  Islands — July. 

Potatoes  first  carried  from  America  to  Ireland 
by  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

Hudson's  Bay  discovered  by  Captain  Henry 
Hudson,  who  is  left  by  his  men  to  perish  on 
that  coast. 

Lord  Napier  of  Marcheston  in  Scotland  invents 
the  logarithms. 

The  first  settlement  of  New-Jersey  begun  by 
the  Dutch;  afterwards  a  number  of  Swedes 
and  Fins  take  possession  162". 

The  first  permanent  establishment  of  Virginia. 

Doctor  William  Harvey,  an  Englishman,  first 
discovers  the  doctrine  of  the  circulation  of 
the  blood. 

About  one  hundred  persons  of  the  denomination 
of  Puritans,  who  had  fled  from  religious  per- 
secution in  England,  arrive  at  a  place  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, which  in  commemoration  of  the 
city  in  their  native  land,  which  they  had  last 
left,  they  denominate  Plymouth,  Dec.  31st. 

Nova-Scotia  first  settled  by  the  Scotch,  under 
Sir  William  Alexander,  to  whom  a  charter 
had  been  granted,  September  10,  1621. 

Carolina  first  settled  by  the  English  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  island  of  Barbadoes,the  first  English  set- 
tlement in  the  West-Indies,  planted. 

The  barometer  invented  by  Toricelli. 

The  state  of  Delaware  begun  to  be  settled  by 
the  Swedes  and  Fins. 

The  thermometer  invented  by  Drebellius. 

The  city  of  Boston  in  Massachusetts  founded. 

Peruvian  bark  first  brought  to  France. 

Newspapers  first  published  at  Paris. 
Maryland  granted  by  charter  to  lord  Baltimore 
of  Ireland,  by  king  Charles  II.  and  begun  to 
be  settled  in  the  year  following. 

Rhode  Island  first  begun  tobe  settled.  Its  first 
charter  granted  1662. 

The  Irish  rebellion,  caused  by  the  artifice  of 
the  lords  justices,  in  which  the  most  horrid 
barbarities  are  perpetrated  by  the  Irish  on 
the  English,  andby  the  English  on  the  Irish. 
Printing  first  set  up  in  New-England  at  Cam- 
bridge. 


1644  A  great  massacre  in  Virginia  by  the  Indians. 

1647  A  very  mortal  epidemical  sickness  prevails  in 
New  England. 

1649  An  association  entered  into  in  New  England 
by  the  governor  and  council  of  Massachu- 
setts against  wearing  long  hair. 

1652  The  speaking  trumpet  invented  by  Kircher,  a 

Jesuit. 

1653  Cromwell  declared  lord  protector  of  England 
for  life,  December  12th. 

1655  The  island  of  Jamaica  taken  from  the  Spani- 
ards by  the  English,  under  the  command  of 
admiral  Penn. 

1659  Transfusion  of  the  blood  first  suggested  at  Ox- 

ford. 

1660  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  after  an  exile  of 

12  years  in  France  and  Holland,  restored  by 
general  Monk. 

The   king  of  Denmark  becomes  an   absolute 

monarch. 
1662  Pendulum  clocks  invented  by  John  Fromental, 

a  Dutchman. 
..         Fire  engines  invented. 

1664  South  Carolina  granted  to   lord  Clarendon  by 

patent. 

-  Governor  Styvesant  surrenders  theNew  Nether- 

lands to  colonel  Nichols,  who  had  been  com- 
missioned by  king  Charles  to  subdue  that 
country.  It  was  then  called  New-York,  inhon- 
our  of  James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  the 
king  of  England's  brother. 

1665  Lord  Berkeley  and  sir  James  Carteret  purchase 

from  James  duke  of  York  that  part  of  his 
possessions,  which  is  now  called  New  Jersey. 
It  was  so  named  from  the  island  of  Jersey, 
where  the  Carteret  family  had  a  large  estate. 

The  plague  rages  in  London,  and  carries  off 

68,000  inhabitants. 

1666  The  great  fire  of  London  begins  September2d, 

and  continues  for  5  days,  in  which  are  des- 
troyed 13,000  houses  and  400  streets. 

1667  Tea  first  used  in  England. 

The  peace  of  Breda,  which  confirms    to  the 

British  the  New  Netherlands,  now  known  by 
the  names  of  New-York,  New-Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania. 

1671  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  founded. 

1672  Lewis  XIV.  overruns  great  part  of  Holland, 

when  the  Dutch  open  their  sluices  ;  being  de- 
termined to  drown  their  country  and  to  re- 
tire to  their  settlements  in  the  East  Indies, 
rather  than  submit  to  the  conqueror. 

1678  The  Habeas  corpus  act  passed  in  Britain. 

1679  New  Hampshire,  which  had  been  hitherto  con- 

sidered as  under  the  same  jurisdiction  with 
Massachusetts,  created  into  a  septuate  gov- 
ernment. 

1680  A  great  comet  which  continues  to  appear  in 

Europe  from  Nov.  3d  to  March  9th  follow- 
ing, from  its  nearness  to  the  earth,  causes 
great  alarm. 
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1680  William  Penn  obtains  a  patent  for  Pennsylvania 
March  4th,  and  grants  a  charter  to  adven- 
turers 1682. 

1683  William  Penn  purchases,  from  James  duke  of 
York,  that  part  of  the  New  Netherlands,  now 
known  by  the  name  of "  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware." 

— —  Philadelphia  begun  to  be  built. 

1685  The  edict  of  Nantes  infamously  revoked  by 
Louis  XIV.  and  the  protestants  cruelly  per- 
secuted. 

1 688  The  revolution  of  Britain  begins  Nov.Sth. — King 
James  abdicates  the  throne  and  retires  to 
France,  Dec.  3d  following. 

1690  The  battle  of  the  Boyne,  in  Ireland,  gained  by 
king  William  over  his  father-in-law,  king 
James — 1st  July. 

1690  The  English  and  Dutch  fleets,  commanded  by 
admiral  Russel,  defeat  the  French  fleet  off  La 
Hogue. 

— —  Port  Royal, in  Jamaica,swallowed  upby  an  earth- 
quake. 

1693  Bayonets,  at  the  end  of  loaded  musquets,  first 
used  by  the  French  against  the  confederatists, 
at  the  battle  of  Turin. 

1699  The  Scots  settle  a  colony  at  the  isthmus  of  Da- 
rien,  in  America,  and  call  it  Caledonia. 

1701  Prussia  is  erected  into  a  kingdom. 

1702  William  III.  king  of  England  dies,  aged  50, 

and  is  succeeded  by  queen  Anne. 

1704  Gibraltar  taken  by  the  combined  fleets  of  Bri- 
tain and  Holland  under  the  command  of  sir 
George  Rook,  July  23. 

1706  England  and  Scotland  united  under  the  name 
of"  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,"  and  the 
first  British  parliament  meet  October  24th, 
1707. 

— —  The  French  invade  Carolina  ;  but  are  repulsed 
with  great  loss. 

1708  Sardinia  erected  into  a  kingdom,  and  given  to 

the  duke  of  Savoy. 

Minorca  taken  by  the  British  under  Lord  Stan- 

hope. 

1 709  North  Carolina  begun  to  be  settled  by  a  number 

of  indigent  Palatines. 

1710  The  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul,  London,  re- 

built by  sir  Christopher  Wren,  in  37  years,  at 
theexpense  of  one  million  sterling,  (4,440,000 
dollars.) 

Post-office  first  established  in  America  by  act 

of  the  British  parliament. 

The  English  South-sea  company  begun. 

1711  Eight  English  frigates  wrecked  on  Egg  Island 

in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  upwards  of 
1000  men  perish,  August  23. 

1713  The  peace  of  Utrecht,  whereby  Newfoundland, 
Nova-Scotia,  Hudson's  Bay,  Gibraltar,  and 
Minorca,  are  confirmed  to  Britain. 

1715  The  rebellion  in  Scotland  begins  in  September 
in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  and  is  suppres- 
sed at  Sheriffmuir  Novemberfollovving. 

Eclipse  of  the  sun,  the  greatest  seen  in  England 

for  500  years  past. 


1716  An  act  passed  in  Britain  for  septennial  parlia- 
ments. 

1718  William   Penn,  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania, 

dies. 

1719  The  Mississippi  scheme  at  its  height  in  France. 

The  South  Sea  scheme  begun  in  England,  April 

7th,  at  its  height  about  the  end  of  June,  and 
quite  sunk  about  September  29th. 

Loombe's  silk  throwing  machine,    containing 

26,586  wheels,  erected  at  Derby  in  England  ; 
takes  up  one-eighth  of  a  mile  ;  one  water 
wheel  moves  the  rest,  and  in  24  hours  it  works 
318,604,960  yards  silk  thread. 
1 727  Inoculation  for  the  small-pox  first  tried  on  crim- 
inals with  success. 

Russia,  formerly  a  dukedom,  established  as  an 

empire. 

1731  The  first  person  executed  in  Britain  for  forge- 

ry. 

1732  George  Washington,  the  father^pf  his  country, 

and  the  friend  of  man,  born  in  Virginia  22d 
February. 

The  state  of  Georgia  begun  to  be  settled  by  a 

number  of  public  spirited  gentlemen,  under 
general  Oglethorpe,  to  whom  a  charter  is 
granted  June  9th. 

1733  The  island  of  St.  Christophers  greatly  damaged 

by  a  storm. 

1736  Captain  Porteous,  having  ordered  his  soldiers 

to  fire  upon  the  populace  at  the  execution  of 
a  smuggler,  is  himself  soon  after  executed  by 
the  mob  at  Edinburgh. 

1737  The  earth  proved  to  be  flat  toward  the  poles. 
1739  The  British  declare  war  against  Spain,October 

23d. 

Violent  frost  in  England  for  nine  weeks  after 

Christmas. 

1743  The  battle  of  Dettingen  won    by   the   English 

and  the  allies,  in  favour  of  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary. 

1744  The  British  declare  war  against  France. 

Commodore  Anson  returns    from  his  voyage 

round  the  world. 

1745  Indigo  discovered  in  South  Carolina. 

The  rebellion  breaks  out  in  Scotland,  and  the 

Pretender's  army  defeated  at  Culloden  by  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  April  16,  1746. 

Cape  Breton  taken  by  the  English, 

1746  Lima  and  Callao,  in  Peru,  swallowed  up   by 

an  earthquake,  October  20th.  This  earth- 
quake continues  till  20th  November,  du- 
ring which  time  50,000  persons  lose  their 
lives. 

1748  The  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  by  which  a  res- 
titution of  all  places  taken  during  this  war,  is 
stipulated  on  all  sides. 

1750  The  British  parliament  pass  an  act  prohibiting 
any  slitting  mill  or  forge,  or  any  iron  works 
in  America — June. 

1752  The  New  Style  introduced  into  Britain  ;  Sept. 
3d,  being  accounted  the  14th. 

1  Fort  du  Quesne,    now  called  Pittsburg,  built 
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on  the  forks  of  the  rivers  Monongahela  and 
Allegheny,  by  the  French. 

1754  Kentucky  discovered  by  James  M'Bride  ;  be- 

gun to  be  settled  by  colonel  Daniel  Boon 
and  others,   1773. 

A  congress  meets  at  Albany',  when  Dr.  Frank- 

lin proposes  a  plan  for  the  union  of  all  the 
colonies. 
1756  Lisbon,  in    Portugal,  destroyed    by  an  earth- 
quake. 

1756  Martinico,  together  with  St.  Lucia,   St.  Vin- 

cents and  Granada,  taken  from  the  French 
by  admiral  Rodney  and  general  Monkton, 
February. 

1757  Identity  of  electric  fire  and  lightning,   disco- 

vered by  doctor  Franklin,  who  thereupon 
invents  a  method  of  securing  buildings  from 
thunder  storms  by  metallic  conductors. 

1758  Fort  du  Quesne  taken    by    the    English,    Fe- 

bruary 2  8th. 

Guadaloupe  taken  by  the  English  ;  but  restored 

to  the  French  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  1763. 

General  "Wolfe  is  killed  on  the  plains  of  Abra- 

ham,  near  Quebec,  Sept.     13th,  when    the 
French  general  Montcalm  is  also  slain. 
1760   King    George   III.   succeeds  his   grandfather, 
October  25th. 

The  state  of  Vermont  then  part  of  New  York 

begun  to  be  settled  chiefly  by  emigrants  from 
New  England. 

1763  The  extensive  prownces  of  Canada,  East  and 

West  Florida  and  part  of  Louisiana  ;  also 
the  islands  of  Granada,  St.  Vincent,  Domi- 
nica and  Tobago  in  the  West  Indies,  con- 
firmed to  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  peace  at 
Paris,  Teh.   10th. 

1764  Mr.  Harrison  of  Britain  invents  a  time  piece 

for  discovering  the  longitude  ;  for  which  he 
receives,  from  parliament,  the  sum  of 
10,000/.  sterling  (44,400  dollars.) 

1765  The  American  stamp  act  receives  the  royal  as- 

sent in  Urffain,  March  2  2d  ;  but  being  re- 
ceiv  1  in  America  with  disapprobation,  is 
r  .Value!,  March  18th,  1766;  on  which 
occasion  rejoicings  are  universal  through  the 
colonies. 
■  Otahe-ite  discovered. 

1755  A  great  spot  passed  the  sun's  centre. 

Gibraltar  almost  destroyed  by  a  storm. 

1767  The  British  parliament  lay  a  duty  on  tea,  pa- 

per, painted  glass,  and  colours;  all  of  which, 
except  the  duty  of  three  pence  per  pound 
on  tea,  is  repealed,  1770. 

1768  Duration  of  Irish  parliaments  limited  to    eight 

y,ears. 

1763  The  American  Philosophical  Society  for  pro- 
moting useful  knowledge,  formeo.  at  Phila- 
delphia by  the  union  oi  two  societies,  which 
hail  been  previously  instituted  with  similar 
yiew? — 1  nib  society  incorporated,  1780. 

1770  A  quarrel  arises  between  the  inhabitants  of  Bos- 
ton aivi  bhe,  British  king's  troops'  when  the 
latter  fire  on  the  former,  and  kill  several. 


1771  Lieut.  Cook  returns  to  Britain,  from  a  voyage 

round  the  world,  after  having  made  several 
important  discoveries. 

1772  The   king   of     Sweden,     without     bloodshed, 

changes  the  constitution  uf  that  kingdom 
from  a  limited  to  an  absolute  monarchy. 

Twelve  hundred  and  forty  people  killed  in  the 

island  of  Java  by  an  electrified  cloud. 

1772  The  emperor  of  Germany,  empress  of  Russia, 

and  the  king  of  Prussia,  seize  part  of  Poland, 
which  they  divide  amongst  themselves,  in 
violation  of  the  most  solemn  treaties. 

1773  340  chests   of  tea,  which  were  to  have   been 

landed  at  Boston,  subject  to  a  dutyof  3d.  per 
lb.  destroyed  by  the  populace — November. 

Captain  Phipps  is  sent  to  explore  the  North 

pole  ;  but  having  made  8 1  degrees,  is  in 
danger  of  being  locked  up  by  the  ice;  and 
his  attempt  to  discover  a  passage  in  that 
quarter  proves  fruitless. 

1773  Guatimala,  in  New  Spain,  is  entirely  swallowed 

up  by  an  earthquake,  December  15. 

1774  The  Boston  port    bill  passed   by  the    British 

parliament  25th  March,  by  which  bill  that 
port  was  to  be  shut  from  and  after  the  1st 
June  ensuing,  till  satisfaction  should  be  made 
to  the  East  India  company  for  the  tea  de- 
stroyed there. 

Deputies  from  the  several  American  colonies 

meet  at  Philadelphia,  as  the  first  general 
congress,  September  5th,  and  petition  the 
king  of  Britain  for  a  repeal  of  grievances, 
November  following. 

The  inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire  seize  Fort 

William  and  Mary,  and  possess  themselves 
of  a  quantity  of  powder  and  other  military 
stores,  Dec.    14. 

1775  The  first  action  happens  in  America  between 

the  king's  troops  and  the  Americans,  when 
the  former  are  defeated,  April  19th. 
— —  Ticonderoga  taken  by  the  Americans  under  co- 
lonels Ethan  Allen  and  Easton  with  240  men ; 
200  pieces  of  camion  and  other  warlike  stores 
found  therein,  May  10th. 

Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 

agreed  on  by  the   American  colonies,    20th 
May. 
■  Paper  money  emitted  by  congress  to  the  amount 

of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  afterwards, 
at  different  periods,  during  the  war,  to  the 
amount  of  200  millions.  In  1781  it  ceases 
to  circulate. 

General  George  Washington  isby  congress  un- 

animously appointed  commander  in  chief  of 
the  American  army,  16th  June  ;  on  the  2d 
July  arrives  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
and  takes  upon  him  the  command. 

A  bloody  battle  fought  at  Bunker's  Hill  between 

the  king's  troops  and  the  Americans,  when 
the  latter  being  overpoweredby  numbers,  are 
forced  to  retreat,  June  16th. 

Congress  publish  a  declaration  setting  forth  the 

cause  and  necessity  of  taking  up  arms,  6lh 
July. 
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1775  Post  office  established  by  congress  July  25. 
ii  Falmouth,  in  New  England,  destroyed  by  the 

British,  October  18,  1775. 

— —  Lord  Dunmore,  governor  of  Virginia  pro- 
claims martial  law,  and  invites  slaves  and 
apprentices  to  join  the  royal  standard  with 
a  promise  of  freedom  ;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  is  joined  by  a  great  rabble,  both 
of  black  and  whites,  Nov.  7th. 

..         General  Montgomery  takes  Montreal.     No- 
vember 12th. 
■  The  British  defeated  atGreat  Bridge  in  Virgi- 
nia, December. 

— —  An  unsuccessful  attack  made  by  the  Ameri- 
cans on  Quebec  ;  when  the  gallant  Mont- 
gomery is  slain,  31st  December. 

1776  Norfolk  in  Virginia  burnt  by    order  of  lord 

Dim  more,  and  great  dam  age  sustained,  Ja- 
nuary 1st. 

,,  Torture  abolished  in  Poland. 

.  Boston  evacuated  by  the  British,  March  17th. 

.  A  sqaudron  of  ships,  under  sir  Peter  Parker, 

and  a  body  oftroopsunder  generals  Clinton 
and  Conwallis,  make  an  attack  on  Charles- 
town,  South  Carolina ;  but  are  repulsed 
with  great  slaughter,  25th  June. 

,  ,  ,i  Congress,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated  pro- 
vocations, which  the  clonies  had  received 
from  Britain,  declare  themselves  free  so- 
vereign and  independant,  under  the  aiame 
of  the  United  States,  July  4th. 

■  The  battle  of  Flatbush,  in  Long  Island,  when 

the  Americans  are  defeated  with  thelossof 
2000  men  killed,  and  1000  prisoners  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  they  are  obliged  to 
retreat  and  New  York  is  soon  after  taken 
possession  of  by  the  British,  August  27, 

Fort  Washington,  state  of  New-York,  with 

2000  prisoners,  taken  by  the  British,  .No- 
vember 16th. 

Fort  Lee,  in  the  same  state, taken  Nov.  18th. 

Rhode-Island  taken  by  the  British,  Dec.  6th. 

— —  Nine  hundred  Hessians  taken  by  general 
Washington  at  Trenton,  26th  Dec. 

1777  Jan.  2d,  general  Washington  defeats  the  Bri- 

tish at  Princeton,  who  lose  300  men.  On 
the  side  of  the  Americans,  the  brave  ge- 
neral Mercer  is  among  the  slain. 

..  Great  devastations  committed  by  the  British 
under  general  Tryon,  between  Fairfield 
and  Norwich  and  at  Danbury  in  Connec- 
ticut. They  are,  however  attacked  in  their 
retreatby  generals  ArnokU  Wooster,  and 
Sullivan,  and  defeated  with  the  loss  of  300 
men,  26th  April. 

— —  Ticonderoga  evacuated  by  general  St.  Clair, 
6th  July. 

Marquis  de  la  Fayette  appointed  major  ge- 

neral in  the  American  army,  July  31. 

Esopus,  in  New  York,  with  great  quantities 

of  stores,  destroyed  by  the  British,  Octo- 
ber 15th. 

The  battle  of  Brandywine,  when  the  Ameri- 


1778 


Vol.  II. 


»[//]' 


cansunderthe  command  of  general  Wash- 
ington,are  defeated  with  the  loss  of  twelve 
hundred  men  killed,  wounded,  and  prison- 
ers, Sept.  1 1th. 

The  British  forces,  commanded  by  general 
Howe,  take  possession  of  Philadelphia. 

The  battle  of  Germaritown,  when  the  Ame- 
ricans are  defeated,  4th  October. 

Lieutenant  general  Burgoyne  is  obliged,  at 
Saratoga,  to  surrender  his  whole  army, 
consisting  of  5 790  men,  to  the  Americans, 
under  generals  Gates,  Lincoln,  and  Ar- 
nold, 17th  October. 

The  /American  army  under  general  Washing- 
ton, retire  to  winter  quarters  at  Cherry 
Valley  ;  where  they  suffer  severely  from 
famine  and  want  ofcloathing.     December. 

Atreaty  of  amity  and  commerce  concluded  at 
Paris  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  independence  of  the 
latter  is  acknowledged,  6th  Feb. 

The  Randolph,  an  American  frigate  of  36 
guns  and  305  men,  is  blown  up  in  an  en- 
gagement with  the  Yarmouth,  a  British  64; 
when  every  person  on  board,  is  drowned, 
except  four,  7th  March. 

The  court  of  France  gives  a  public  audience 
to  the  American  commissioners,  messrs. 
Franklin,  Deane,and  Lee,  March  21,  1778 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrives  at  Philadelphia  and 
supercedes  sir  William  Howe,  8th  May. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  earl  of  Carlisle 
William  Eden,  and  George  Johnstone,  ar- 
rive at  Philadelphia,  as  commissioners  for 
restoring  peace  between  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica ;  but  congress  refuse  to  treat  with  them 
unless  the  independence  of  America  isac- 
knowledged,  or  theking's  fleets  and  armies 
withdrawn. 

Hostilities  commence  between  France  and 
Britain — June. 

Philadelphia  evacuated  by  the  British,  18th 
June. 

The  battle  of  Monmouth  ;  when  the  British 
are  defeated  by  the  Americans,  under  gen. 
Washington,  28th  June. 

Out  of  four  hundred  and  seventeen  Americans 
stationed  at  Wyoming  360  are  butchered 
by  a  party  of  tories  and  Indians  command- 
ed by  colonel  John  Butler,  1  st  July. 

The  Hancock,  an  American  frigate,,  taken  by 
sir  George  Collier,  July  8. 
.  A  French  squadron,  consisting  of  12  ships  of 
the  line,  under  the  command  of  count 
D'Estaign,  arrives  in  the  Delaware,July  9. 
■  A  Battle  fought  off  Brest  between  admirals 
Keppel  and  D'Orvilliers,  July  27th. 

Sieur  Gerard  the  first  ambassador  from  France 
to  the  United  States,  is  introduced  to  con- 
gress, August  6. 

Dominica  taken  by  the  French,  Sept.  7. 

St.  Lucia  taken  from  the  French,  28th  Dec. 

Savannah,  in  Georgia,  taken  by  the  British, 
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under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel 
Campbell ;  when  the  greatest  part  of  that 
state  again  comes  under  the  British  de- 
minion — January. 

1779  Sunbury  taken  by  general  Prevost — January 

9,   1779. 

, General  Ash,  with  1500  Americans,  is  sur- 
prised in  Georgia  by  general  Provost, 
when  ISO  of  his  men  are  slain,  and  162 
made  prisoners,  May  3d. 

'  Sir  George  Collier  and   general    Mathews, 

make  a  descent  on  Virginia  ;  and  burn 
vast  quantities  of  property  at  Portsmouth, 
Norfolk,  and  Suffolk,  and  destroy  or  cap- 
ture 1 30  vessels  in  May. 

,  The  Spaniards  unite  with  France  and  Ame- 

rica against  Britain — June. 

— —  St.  Vincent  taken  from  the  French  by  the 
English,  17th  June. 

■  A  predatory  expedition,  under  the  command 

of  governor  Tryon,  sets  out  for  Connec- 
ticut ;  the  party  sets  fire  to  Fairfield  and 
East-Haven  ;  plunders  New-Haven,  and 
commits  many  other  enormities,  in  July. 

■  Stoney  point  taken  by  the  Americans  under 

the  command  of  general  Wayne  ;  when 
the  British  lose  63  men  killed  and  543 
men  taken  prisoners,  15th  July. 
— —  Pawlus  Hook  taken  by  the  Americans  under 
general  Lee  ;  when  30  of  the  British  are 
killed  and  160  made  prisoners — 19th  July. 

■  A  number  of  American  vessels  are  destroy- 

ed at  Penobscot,  by  Sir  George  Collier — 
August  14. 

Count  d'Estaign  and  general  Lincoln  attempt 

to  storm  Savannah  in  Georgia  ;  but  are 
repulsed  with  great  loss,  1st  Sept. 

1780  Admiral  Rodney  with  a  great  superiority  of 

force  engages  a  Spanish  fleet  under  ad- 
miral Langara  ;  takes  five  ships  of  the 
line  ;  drives  one  ashore,  and  another  is 
blown  up — January  1 8th. 
i  A  remarkable  dark  day  in  New-England, 
May  19. 

— —  Pensacola  and  the  whole  province  of  West- 
Florida  surrenders  to  the  arms  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  May  9. 

Charleston,    South-Carolina,    surrenders  to 

the  British  ;  and  the  garrison,  consisting 
of  2500  men,  becomes  prisoners  of  war, 
May  12th. 

Soon  after,  lieutenant  colonel  Tarleton  sur- 

prises 300  Americans  at  Wachaws,  North 
Carolina  ;  of  whom  five-sixths  are  killed 
or  desperately  wounded. 

■  .     The  Protestant  association,  to  the  number  of 

50,000  men,  headed  by  lord  George  Gor- 
don, go  to  the  house  of  commons  with  a 
petition  for  the  repeal  of  an  act  passed 
in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  June 
2d.  This  event  is  follow  ed  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  catholic  chapels,  several  prisons, 


and  the  most  dariitg  riots  for  several  suc- 
ceeding days,  which  are  at  last  quelled  by 
the  interposition  of  the  military  ;  when 
numbers  of  the  mob  are  killed,  and  many 
of  the  rioters  soon  aftertried  andexecuted. 

1780  Count  Rochambeau  arrives  at  Rhode  Island 
with  6000  land  forces,   10th  July. 

■ Cornwallis  obtains  a  signal  victory  over  ge- 
neral Gates,  near  Camden,  South  Caro- 
lina ;  when  the  American  army  is  totally 
defeated,  and  upwards  of  one  thousand 
made  prisoners,  Aug.  16th. 

■  Torture  abolished  in  France,  Aug.  25. 

Inquisition  abolished  in  the  duke  of  Modena's 

dominions. 
— —  Henry  Laurens,  formerly  president  of  con- 
gress, who  had  been  sent  to  negociate  a 
treaty  with  Holland,  is  taken  by  the  Vestal 
frigate,  near  Newfoundland,  3d  Sept.  and 
on  the  4th  October  following  is  commit- 
ted close  prisoner  to  the  tower  of  London. 

-  Dreadful  hurricanes  in  the  West  Indies,  by 

which  great  damages  is  occasioned  at  Ja- 
maica, Barbadoes,  and  other  islands,  Oct. 
3  and  11. 

General  Arnold,  after  having  in  vain  attempt- 

ed to  deliver  up  West  Point  to  the  British, 
deserts  to  their  service,  and  is  by  them 
appointed  brigadier  general,  Sept.  26. 

■  Major  Andre,  adjutant  general  to  the  British 

army,  is  hanged  as  a  spy  at  Tapaan,  state 
of  New  York,  October  2d. 

The  battle  of  King's  mountain,  South  Caro- 

lina, in  which  the  American  militia  un- 
der colonel  M'Dowell  defeat  the  British, 
and  take  800  prisoners,  Oct.  7. 

Both  houses  of  the  Irish  Parliament  address 

the  king  of  Britain  for  a  free  trade,  Oct.  12. 

.  The  British  government  declares  war  against 

Holland,  Dec.  10. 

1780  and  1781.  This  winter  is  remarkable  for 
its  uncommon  severity  ;  so  that  in  Janu- 
ary the  passage  between  New  York  and 
Staten  Island  is  practicable  for  the  heavi- 
est cannon. 

1782  Great  devastation  committed  by  the  British, 
under  Arnold,  at  Richmond  in  Virginia, 
Jan.  5. 

— —  The  battle  of  Cowpens,  in  South  Carolina, 
when  the  Americans,  under  general  Mor- 
gan, defeat  the  British  under  Tarleton. 
The  British  lose  300  killed  an  600  pri- 
soners, Jan.  17. 

■  Fort  Granby,  in  South  Carolina,   taken  by 

the  British,  May  15. 

The  Dutch  island  of  St.  Eustatia,  taken  by 

the  British,  Feb<  3  ;  re -taken  by  the 
French,  Nov.  27. 

■  Lord  Cornwallis  obtains  a  signal  victory  over 

the  Americans,  under  general  Green,  at 
Guilford  court-house,  in  North  Carolina, 
March  15. 
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1782  A  bloody  battle  is  fought  at  Camden  between 
general  Green  and  Lord  Rravvdon,  when 
the  Americans  are  repulsed,  April  25. 

The  island  of  Tobago  taken  by  the  French 

June  2d. 

A  bloody  engagement  is  fought  between  an 

English  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
admiral  Parker  and  a  Dutch  squadron, 
commanded  by  admiral  Zoutman,  ofTihe 
Dogger  bank,  August  5. 

Count  de  Grasse  with  28  sail  of  the  line  ar- 

vives  in  the  Chesapeak  and  lands  3,200 
forces,  which  join  those  already  under  La 
Fayette,  August  30th. 

The  battle  of  the  Eutaw  springs  in  South  Ca- 

rolina, when  the  British  are  defeated  by 
the  Americans,  under  general  Green  with 
the    loss  of  1 100  men,  Sept.  9. 
— —  New  London  burnt  by  the  British,  under  ge- 
neral Arnold  Sept.  13. 

Treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  Ame- 

rican and  Holland  Oct.  8th. 

Colonel  VVillet  defeats  the  British  at  Mohawk 

river,  Oct.  24. 

Earl  Comwallis  surrenders  his  whole  army, 

consisting  of  7000  men,  to  the  American 
and  French  army,  under  the  command  of 
general  Washington,  at  York  town,  in 
Virginia,  October  19. 
•'.'•i'  -  Henry  Laurens  is  released  from  his  long  con- 
finement in  the  tower  of  London,  Decem- 
ber 3  1. 

Planet  Herschel  discovered. 

The  first  impression  of  the  bible  in  the  United 

States   is  published    by  Robert  Aitken, 

Philadelphia. 
— —  The  island  of  Nevis  taken  by  the  Marquis  de 

Bouille  and  Count  de  Grasse,  Jan.  14 ; 

restored  to  the  English  at  the  peace  1783. 
— —  The  island  of  Minorca  taken  bv  the  Spaniards 

Feb.  5. 

St.  Christopher's  taken   by  the  French,  Fe- 

bruary 12tfc. 
— —  Montferrat,  in  the  West  Indies,  taken  by  the 
French,    February  18  ;    restored  to  the 
English  at  the  peace  1783. 

The  British  house  of  commons  address  the 

King  against  the  further  prosecution  of 
offensive  war  with  North  America,  March 
4. 

Admiral  Rodney  defeats  the  French  under 

Count  de  Grasse,  near  Dominica,  and 
takes  five  ships  of  the  line,  with  the 
French  Admiral,  April  1 2. 

The  Bahama  islands  taken  by  the  governor 

of  the  Havannah,  April  7,  1782  ;  retaken 
by  the  English,  May  8,  following. 

— —  Holland  acknowledges  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States,  April  19. 
■  Sir  Guy  Carleton  arrives  at  New  York,  with 
powers  to  treat  of  peace  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, May  5. 

— — —  The  French  take  and  destroy  the  forts  and 
settlements  in  Hudson's  bay,  August  4. 


1782  The  Spaniards  defeated  in  their  grand  attack 

on  Gibralter  ;  when  their  floating  batte- 
ries are  destroyed,   September  13. 

Treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States 

and  the  republic  of  Holland,  October  8. 
— —  Provisional  articles  of  peace  signed  between 
the  American  and  British  commissioners 
at  Paris  ;  by  which  the  United  States  are 
declared  by  the  king  of  Britain,  to  be  free, 
sovereign,  and  independent,  Nov.  30. 

1783  Preliminary  articles  of  peace,  between  France, 

Spain  and  Britain  signed  at  Versailles, 
January  20. 

Armistice  between  Britain  and  Holland,  Fe- 

bruary 10. 

Three  earthquakes  at  Calabria  Ulterior,  and 

Sicily  ;  which  destroy  a  great  number  of 
towns  and  inhabitants,  Feb.  5,  7,  and  28. 

Treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the 

United  States  and  Sweden,  concluded 
April  1st,  ratified  by  Congress  25th  Sep- 
tember following. 

— —  New  York  evacuated  by  the  British  troops, 
and  general  Washington  makes  a  public 
entry  into  that  city,  Nov.  25. 

— —  General  Washington  resigns  his  commission 
to  congress  at  Annapolis,  Dec.  23. 

1784  The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the 

United  States  and  Britain,  ratified  by 
Congress,  Jan.  4. 

M.  Lunardi  ascends  in  a  balloon  from  Lon- 

don ;  being  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind 
made  in  England,  Sept.  15. 
— —  Doctor  Seabury  consecrated  bishop  of  Con- 
necticut, by  four  non-juring  prelates,  at 
Aberdeen,  in  Scotland,  Nov.  14. 

1785  Mr.  James  Madison  brings  forward  a  mo- 

tion in  the  house  of  Delegates  of  Virgi- 
nia, to  appoint  commissioners,  who,  in 
concurrence  with  others,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  different  states,  should  form  a  sys- 
tem of  commercial  regulations,  to  be  re- 
commended for  adoption  to  the  different 
state  legislatures. 

1786  An  insurrection  breaks  out  in  the  state  of 

Massachusetts  under  Shay,  Parsons,  &c. ; 
it  is,  however,  happily  suppressed  by  the 
prudence  and  decision  of  generals  Lin- 
coln and  Sheperd,  with  the  loss  of  a  very 
few  lives,  December. 

Louis  XVI.  issues  an  edict  for  convening  the 

notables,  who  afterwards  meet  at  Paris, 
26th  Feb.  following;  Dec.  29th. 

Doctor  White,  of  Philadelphia,  is  consecrated 

bishop  of  Pennsylvania,  and  doctor  Pro- 
vost, of  New  York,  bishop  of  that  state, 
at  London,  by  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, with  the  usual  ceremonies,  Feb.  4. 

The  federal  convention,  which  had  for  some 

time  beeti  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  re- 
port to  the  different  states  the  new  con- 
stitution, or  present  system  of  federal 
government,  Sept.  1?. 
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1788  While  the  parliament  of  Paris  are  assembled 
to  conclude  on  public  measures,  they  are 
surrounded  by  an  armed  force  and  the 
principal  opponants  of  the  king's  will 
committed  to  prison,  May. 

i  The  king  of  England  becomes  insane  in  Oc- 

tober and  continues  in  that  situation  till 
the  February  following. 

1789  General  Sevier  defeats  a  number  of  the  Creek 

and  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  who  lose 
145  men.  The  Americans  only  lose  five, 
January. 

.  An  insurrection  takes  place  at  Paris  ;  when  600 
men  are  killed  by  the  soldiery,  April  27. 

—  The  National  Assembly  of  France  first  con- 
vened, May  5,  and  on  the  17th  June  fol- 
lowing, the  tiers  etat,  or  representatives  of 
the  people,  after  using  various  efforts  to 
obtain  an  union  with  the  clergy  and  nobiti- 
ty,  without  success,  declare  themselves  the 
General  Assembly,  and  proceed  to  busi- 
ness. 

They  take  an  oath  "  never  to  separate  till  the 

constitution  shall  be  completed"  June  20. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  national  guards. 

The  Bastille  in  Paris  taken  by  the  national 

guards  ;  when  the  governor  and  other  of 
the  principal  officers  are,  on  account  of 
their  perfidy,  killed  by  the  populace,  July 
14. 

.  A  prodigious  multitude  of  people,  most  of 

them  women,  proceed  from  Paris  to  Ver- 
sailles, complaining  of  want  of  bread  ; 
when  the  king  and  family  to  satisfy  their 
clamours  set  out  for  Paris,  October  5. 

Letters  de  Cachet,  and  the  distinction  of  orders, 

abolished  by  the  NationalConvention,Nov. 

1790  Doctor  Madison  consecrated  bishop  of  Virgi- 

nia by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Sec. 

— —  The  French  king  -voluntarily  appears  before 
the  national  assembly,  and  declares  "  that 
he  will  defend  the  new  constitution  to  the 
last  moment  of  his  existence,"  Feb.  4. 

,  A  grand   confederation  takes   place  at  the 

Chamft  de  Mars,  in  Paris,  in  commemora- 
tion of  capture  of  the  Bastille,  July  14. 

General  Harmar  defeated  by  the  Miami  In- 

dians with  the  loss  of  183  men  killed  and 
31  wounded,  Sept.  30. 

1791  This  year  a  census  taken  of  the  inhabitants 

of  the  United  States,  when  the  number 
is  found  to  be  3,929,326. 

The  king  of  France  and  family  privately  de- 

part from  Paris,  with  a  view,  as  was  be- 
lieved, of  entering  into  Germany,  and  le- 
vying war  against  the  nation,  June  20th  ; 
are  intercepted,  near  Varennes,  and  re- 
conducted to  Paris  on  the  25th. 

A  treaty  is  concluded  at  Pilnitzin  Saxony  by 

a  number  of  crowned  heads,  of  which  the 
partition  of  France,  Poland,  Sec.  appears 
to  have  been  the  principal  object — July. 
.  ...  General  St.  Clair  defeated  by  the  Indians  near 
the  Miami  village,  with  the  loss  of  640 


Americans,  his  whole  baggage,  and  8  pie- 
ces of  artillery,  Nov.  4. 

1792  The  French  national  assembly  declare  war 
against  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
April  20. 

— —  A  party  of  French,  under  general  Dillon,  de- 
featedby  the  Austrians  at  Tournay  ;  when 
the  French  soldiers  on  a  suspicion  of  trea- 
chery, massacre  their  general,  April  28. 

"  ■■■  ■  ■  The  Austrians  are  defeated  by  La  Fayette  at 
Gresvelle,  near  Maubeuge ;  when  the 
French  general  Gouvion,is  killed,  June  1 1. 

— —  An  immense  multitude  breaks  into  the  palace 
of  the  Thuilleries,  to  induce  the  king  to 
withdraw  his  constitutional  veto  from  a  de- 
cree pronounced  by  the  assembly  against 
the  priests.  This,  however,  he  refuses, 
June  20. 

1792  The  king  of  France  announces  to  the  national 
assembly,  that  the  king  of  Prussia  has 
joined  the  confederation  against  that  coun- 
try, and  is  marching  on  with  an  army  of 
52,000  men,  July  6. 

— —  The  duke  of  Brunswic  publishes  his  mani- 
festo against  the  French  republic,  July  25. 

■  '  ■"  A  dreadful  massacre  takes  place  in  the  palace 
of  the  T/milleries,  when  almost  the  whole 
of  the  Swiss  guards  are  slain,  August  10. 
The  same  day  the  functions  ofthe  king  are 
suspended,  and  a  convention  summoned 
to  meet  on  the  20th  September  following. 

— — •  The  marquis  de  la  Fay  ette,after  having  in  vain 
attempted  to  prevail  on  his  soldiers  tores- 
tore  their  deposed  monarch,  leaves  the  ar- 
my, is  taken  in  Liege  (then  ansutral  coun- 
try) and,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
made  prisoner  of  war,  August  1 9th. 

—  A  dreadful  massacre  takes  place  at  the  differ- 

ent state  prisons  in  Paris;  when  one  thou- 
sand and  eighty-four  persons  are  slain, 
September  2  and  3. 

— —  The  national  assembly  declare  war  against 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  September  16:  and 
Montesquiou,the  French  general,  in  less 
than  a  month,  makes  himself  master  of 
the  whole  country  of  Savoy. 

— —  The  combined  armies  are  defeated  by  gene- 
ral Dumourier,  and  afterwards  make  a 
very  rapid  retreat  from  the  confines  of 
France,  September  20. 

— —  The  French  convention  meet  and  pronounce 
*  the  eternal  abolition  of  royalty  in  France,' 
September  20. 

— —  General  Custine,  after  a  well  fought  action, 
makes  himself  master  of  Spires,  and  in  a 
few  days  after,  captures  Mentz  and  Frank- 
fort, Sept.  30. 

■ The  celebrated  battle  of  Gemappe,  when  the 

French,  under  Dumourier,  route  their 
enemies  in  all  quarters,  Nov.  5,  Mons, 
Brussels,  Sec.  are  soon  after  captured  by 
the  conquerors. 

Frankfort  is  treacherously   given  up  to  the 

Austrians;  when  1300Frenchmenaremas- 
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facred  by  the  Heffians  ;  and  feveral,  whofe 
lives  are  fpared,  have  their  hands  cutoff, 
Dec.  2.  1793 

!   Same  day,  Cuftine,  with  23,000  undifciplined 
Frenchmen,    maintains    his    ground '  againft 

52,000  veteran  Pruflians.  

.  Louis    XVI.  brought   to    trial    Dec.   II,  con- 
deinned  on  the  10th  January,   1793,  follow- 
ing, and   beheaded  on   the  21(1   of  the  fame 
'    month, 
S  M.  Blanchard  afc«nds  in  a  balloon    from  the 
prifon  yard,  in  Philadelphia  ;  being  the  firft 
attempt  of  the  kind  ever  made  in  America,     1T94 
Jan.  9. 
.•  The    French  convention  declare   war    againft 

the  king  of  Britain  and   the  ftadtholder-  of    — 

Holland,  Feb.   1ft.  

.  The  king  of  Sweden  is  fhot  at  a  mafquerade,  by 
captain    Ankerftrom,    March    16,   and    dies 
of  his  wounds  the  29th  of  the  fame  month. 
.  A  bloody  battle  fought  between  the  combined  ,,,, 

armies  and  general  Dumourier  in  the  plain 
of  Neuingen  ;  when  the  French  are  defeated 
with  great  lofs,  March  20.  After  this, 
the    Netherlands,     which    were     fo    rapidly  ■ 

overrun  by   the    French,  are   as  fpeedily  re- 
taken  by  the  enemy. 
•  The    commiffioners,   difpatched   to   arreft  Du- 
mourier, are   fent  over  by  him  to  the  Auftri- 
an  general,  as  hoftages.  for  the  fafety  of  the      ■ 
queen    and    royal   family   of    France.       The 
general  after   having  in  vain   attempted   to 
prevail  on  his  men  to  re-eftablifti  monarchy^    — — 
deferts   the  republican  caufe,  and  with  diffi- 
culty, efcapes  to  the  enemy,  April  2d. 
A  bloody  battle    is  fought  between   Dampierre 
and    the    combined  forces;    when  the  latter 

are   defeated  ,  but  the  French  general  Dam-    

pierre  is  (lain,   May  8. 

A   dreadful   diforder,  known  by   the  name    of    

the  yellow  fever  begins  at  Philadelphia  in 
July;  and  does  not  ceafe  its  depopulating  ra- 
vages, till  the  middle  of  November  follow- 
ing, during  which  time  about  5000  people 
lofe  their  lives. 
A  Formidable  Union  againft  the  new  govern- 
ment of  France,  takes  place,  under  the  name 
of  confederate  republicanism,  between  the 
cities  of  Marfeilles,  Lyons,  and  Toulon. 
The  two  former  are  in  June  and  July  fub- 
jefted  to    the    authority   of  the  convention  ;  ■ 

but  Toulon  furrenders  to  the  Englifh  admiral 
lord  Hood,  who  takes  poffeffion  of  the  town, 

and  (hipping,  in   the  name  of  Louis  XVII.     

A.uguft  29. 
A  defperate  engagement  between  the  Ambuf- 
cade,   a  French,  and  the  Bofton,  an  Englifh 
frigate,  o(F  Sandy  Hook,  when   the  latter  is 
worfted  ;    Auguft. 
The  late  queen  of  France  beheaded,  Oft.   16. 
The    combined    forces,    under    the    prince    de 
Cobourcr,   are  defeated  with  immenfe  lofs   at 


Maubejige  by  the  French  army  under  general 
Jourdan,  October  15  and  16. 

Briffot  de  Warwille  and  21  other  member  of 
the  national  convention  are  beheaded,  Oft. 
30th. 

The  king  of  Britain  iffues  orders  to  the  com- 
manders of  (hips  of  war  and  privateers  to 
bring  in  for  legal  adjudication,  all  veffels 
carrying  any  fupplies  to,  or  any  produce 
from  any  French  colony  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  order  many  American  veffels  are 
piratically  captured,   November  6th. 

The  ifland  of  Noimoutier  taken  from  the  in- 
furgems  of  La  Vendee,  by  the  arms  of  the 
French  republic,   3d  January. 

Fort  Vauban  taken  by  the  French,  7th  Jan. 

New  orders  are  iffued  by  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, with  refpeft  to  the  capture  of  Ameri- 
can veffels  ;  by  which  thole  of  the  6th  No- 
vember are  repealed,  8th  January. 

An  aft  palled  by  congrefs  for  fitting  out  a  na- 
val armament  againft  the  Algerines,  to  con- 
fift  of  four  44  gun  frigates  and  two  of  36, 
March  10. 

The  French  garrifon  in  Martinico  confiding 
only  of  800  men,  after  having  for  38  days 
bravely  fuftaineSthe  attack  of  a  cor.fiderable 
Englifh  tleet,  and  15000  land  forces,  capit- 
ulate 2  3d  March, 

A  bill  paffed  by  congrefs  enjoining  an  embargo 
for  30  days,  which  is  afterwards  continued 
for  30  more,  26th  March. 

The  French  general  Dugoumier  defeats  the 
Spaniards  29th  April,  and  1ft  May,  and 
foon  after  takes  Co'.lioure,  Port  Vendre, 
Fort  St.  Elmo,  8cc.  and  &C00  Spanifh  troops 
are  made  prifoners. 

John  Jay,  chief  juftice  of  the  U.  S.  appointed 
envoy  extraordinary  to  Britain — April. 

Three  bloody  engagements  are  fought  between 
the  French  and  Britifh  fleets  off  Ufhant  ; 
when  the  French  are  ultimately  defeated 
with  the  lofs  of  fix  fail  of  the  line  taken  and 
one  funk,  May  30  and  31,  and  June  1ft. 
The  Englifh  are,  however,  fo  much  fhattered, 
that  they  are  under  the  neceffity  of  imme- 
diately returning  to  port,  and  thus  the 
French  are  able  to  protect  their  fleet  from 
America,  which  was  the  principal  objeft  of 
their  cruize. 

The  ifland  Guadaloupe  taken  from  the  Britifh 
by  the  French,  with  a  very  inferior  force. 
June  3d. 

Discontents,  which  had  arifen  in  the  counties 
of  Allegany,  Wafbington,  Fayette  and  Weft- 
moreland  in  Pennfylvania,  relative  to  the 
excife  law,  in  the  beginning  of  1791,  break 
out  into  an  open  infurreftion  in  the  month 
of  Auguft  ;  but  by  the  prudence  of  the  pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States  and  the  good 
conduft  of  the  militia,  who  at  his  call,  rea- 
dily  ftep   forth    in  fupport    of   the   violated 
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laws  of  their  country,  order  is  happily  re- 
llored  without  bloodftied. 

Count  Sallis,  the  Auftrain  commander  of 
Ypres,  furrenders  that  place  to  the  French 
with  a  garrifon  of  between  5  and  6000  men, 
June  18. 

Charleroy,  a  garrifon  confiding  of  3000  Auft- 
rians,  furrenders  to  the  French  under  gen- 
eral Jourdan,  25th  June. 

The  battle  of  Fleurus  gained  by  the  French, 
when  the  combined  forces  lofe  nearly  8000 
men  killed,  and  1500  prifoners,  28th  June. 
In  confequence  of  this  victory,  Ie  Chateau 
de  Nainur  foon  after  fubmits  to  the  repub- 
lic. 

Landrecy  inverted  by  the  French,  July  7,  and 
the  Auftrian  garrifon,  confifting  of  1500 
men,  furrender  on  the  1 7th  of  the  fame 
month. 

The  garrifon  of  Newport,  in  Auftria  Flan- 
ders, furrenders  to  the  French,   July  18th. 

The  republicans  appear  before  Le  Qnefnoy 
July  19,  and  capture  the  garrifon,  confift  ng 
of  2800  men,  14th  Auguit  following. 

Calvi,  a  fmall  garrifon,  in  the  ifland  of  Corfica, 
after  a  molt  vigorous  defence,  is  taken  by 
the  Englilh,  under  udiniral  Hood — July. 

The  combined  forces  at  Toulon  make  a  vigor- 
ous fally  againfl  the  French  ;  but  are  repul- 
fed  with  the  lofs  of  1200  men  killed  and 
wounded,  and  the  Englifh.  general  O'Hara 
taken  prifoner. 

Hob^fpierre  and  a  number  of  his  affociates  guil- 
lotined 27th  July. 

The  fame  month  Fontarabia,  the  key  of  Spain, 
is  taken  by  the  French— .Sebaftian  taken 
foon  after. 

The  entrenchments  of  Pillen^en  are  carried  by 
the  French,  Auguft  8,  and  Treves  captured 
immediately  after. 

General  Anthony  Wayne,  commander  in  chief 
of  the  American  forces,  totally  defeats  the 
Indian  and  Canadian  militia  near  the  rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  the  lakes,  and  clofe  to  a 
Britilh  fort,  Aug.  20. 

Valenciennes  furrenders  to  the  French  at  the 
firft  fummons,  Auguft  27. 

Sluys,  in  Dutch  Flanders,  furrenders  Auguft 
26  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  French 
republic  foon  after  becomes  pofleffed  of  all 
Dutch  Flanders. 

The  Auftrian  garrifon  of  Conde  furrenders  to 
the  French,  Auguft  30. 


179-i  Bellegarde,    being    the    lalt    fort,    which    the 
allies   pofleffed   in  France,  is    taken   by  ge- 
neral Dugoumier,  September  18. 
The  fortrefs  of  Juliers  fubmits   to  the  French, 
Odlober  3d,  and  all  the  German  provinces, 
weft  of  the  Rhine,  fall   into  the   hands   of 
the  republicans. 
,       The  ftrong  dutch  garrifon   of  Bois   le  Due  is 
taken  by  the  French,  Odtaber  7. 
.  Coblentz  evacuated  by  the  Auftrians  upon  the 
approach  of  the  French  troops,    October  21. 

— —  The  garrifon  of  Venlo  furrenders  to  the  French 
general  Laurent,   O&ober  25. 

— —  Rheinfels,  a  fortrefs   garrifoned  by  2000  Hef- 
lians,    lurrenders  to  the  French,   Nov.  1. 
i  The  fubuib  of  Praga,   near  Warfaw,   taken  by 
the    Ruffian   general   Suwarrow,    who  gives 
the    barbarous   orders    to   his   army    to  give 
quarters  to  no  one  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
upwards  of  30,000  Poles,    men,   women  and 
children,  are  maffacred,  Nov.  4. 
■   The  port   of  Nimeguen  evacuated  by  the  Bri- 
tilh, Nov.  7. 
■   Warfaw  fubmits  to  the  Ruffians,  Nov.  9. 
.  The  garrifon  of  Maeftricht,  confiding  of  8,000 
Auftrians,    furrenders  to  the  French,  as  pri- 
foners of  war,   November  9. 

— —  In  confequence  of  the  victories  obtained  by 
the  French  on  the  17th  and  20th  November, 
the  Spanilh  garrifon  of  Figuieras,  confiding 
of  9000  men,  foon  after  furrender  priioners 
of  war. 

—  Toulon  re-taken  •  by  the  French  19th  Dec. 
when  the  combined  troops  previous  to  their 
departure,  deftroy  moft  of  the  (hipping,  ar- 
fenals,  kc. 
'  The  French  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
fortrefs  of  Graves,  30th  Dec. 

1795  The  Dutch  ftadtholder,  being  no  longer  able 
to  refift  the  progrefs  of  the  French,  evacu- 
ates his  government  and  retires  to  England, 
Jan.  16. 
i  '  '  After  feveral  battles  fought  between  the  French 
and  the  combined  forces  of  Aullria,  Pruffia, 
and  England  (the  Dutch  making  little  or 
no  refiftance)  the  French  troops  arrive  at 
Amflerdam,  where  they  are  received  by  the 
inhabitants  with  every  demonftration  of  joy, 
Jan.  18. 

.  The    old    government   of   the    Dutch    abolifh- 

ed,  and  a  revolution  in  favour  of  liberty 
commences  without  any  public  commotion, 
Jan.  19. 


MEN  OF  LEARNING  AND  GENIUS. 


NT.  B. 


By  the  Date  is  implied  the  Time  when  the  Writers  died  ;  but  when  that  period  happens  not  to  it 
known,  the  age  in  which  they  flourished  is  signified  by   fi. 


Bef.  Chrift. 

907   T  TOMER,  the  firft profane  writer  and  Greek 
X  J.   poet,  flourifhed. 

Heiiod,    the    Greek    poet,    fuppofed    to    have 
lived  near  the  time  of  Homer. 
884  Lycurgus,  the  Spartan  lawgiver. 
600  Sappho,  the  Greek  Lyric  poctefs,  fl. 
558   Solon,  lawgiver  of  Athens. 
556  iEfop,  the  firft  Greek  fabulift. 
548  Thales,  the  firft   Greek    aftronomer    and  geo- 
grapher. 


497  Pythagoras,  founder  of  the  Pythagorean  philo-    Aft.  Chrift. 


Bef.  Chrift. 

Vitruvius,  the  Roman  architect,  fl. 
43  Cicero,    the    Roman    oraor    and    philofophei , 
put  to  death. 
Cornelius   Nepos,  Roman  biographer,  fl. 
34   Salluft,  the  Roman  hiftorian. 
30  Dionyfius  of  Halicarnaffns,  the  Roman  hifto- 
rian, fl. 
19   Virgil,  the  Roman  epic  poet. 
1 1   Catullus,  Tib u II us,  and  Propertius,  Roman  poets. 
8   Horace,  Roman  lyric  and  fatiric  poet. 


fophy  in  Greece. 
478  Confucius,  the  Chinefe  Philofopher. 
474   Anacreon,  the  Greek  iyric  poet. 
456   Afchylus,  the  firft  Greek  tragic  poet. 
435  Pindar,  the  Greek  lyric  poet. 
413  Herodotus,  of  Greece,  the  firft  writer  of  pro- 
fane hiftory. 
407  Ariftophanes,  the  Greek  comic  poet,  fl. 

Euripides,  the  Greek  tragic  poet. 
406   Sophocles,  ditto. 
400  Socrates,  the  foiinder  of  moral  philofophy  in 

Greece. 
39 1   Thucydides,  the  Greek  hiftorian. 
361   Hippocrates,  the  Greek  phyfician, 

Democtitus,  the  Greek  philofopher. 
359   Xenoolion,  ditto,  and  hiftorian, 
348  Plato,  the  Greek  philofopher,   and   difciple  of 

Socrates. 
336  Ifocrates,  the  Greek  orator. 
332  Ariftntle,   the  Greek  philofopher,   and  difciple 

of  Plato. 
313   Demofthenes,     the     Athenian     orator    poifons 

himfelf. 
288  Theophraftus,    the     Greek    philofopher,     and 

fcholar  of  Ariftotle. 
285  Theocritus,  firft  Greek  paftoral  poet,  fl. 
277  Euclid  of  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  the  mathema- 
tician, fl. 
270  Epicurus,  founder  of  the  Epicurean  philofophy 

in  Greece. 
268   Berofus,  the  Chaldean  hiftorian. 
264   Zeno,     founder    of    the    ftoic    philofophy     in 

Greece. 
244  Callimachus,  the  Greek  elegiac  poet. 
208   Archimedes,  the  Greek  geometrician. 
184  Plautus,  the  Roman  comic  poet. 
179    Ennius,  the  Roman  poet. 
159   Terence,  of  Carthage,  Latin  comic  poet. 
155    Diogenes,  of  Babylon,  ftoic  philofopher. 
124  Polybius   of  Greece,    the    Greek   and   Roman 

hillorian. 
54  Lucretius,  the  Roman  poet. 
44  Julius  Casfar,    the   Roman   hiftorian  and  com- 
mentator, killed. 
Diodorus    Siculus,    of    Greece,  the  univerfal 
hiftorian,  fl. 


17  Livy,  the  Roman  Hiftorian. 

19  Ovid,  the  Roman  elegiac  poet. 

20  Celfus,  the  Roman  philofopher  and  phyfician,  fl. 
25   Strabo,  the  Greek  geographer. 

33   Phxdrus,  the  Roman  fabulift. 

45   Paterculus,  the  Roman  hiftorian,  fl. 

62   Perlius,  the  Roman  fatiric  poet. 

64  Quintus  Curtius,  a  Roman  hiftorian  of  Alexan- 

der of  Macedon,  fl. 
Seneca,  of  Spain,   the  philofopher  and   tragic 
poet,  put  to  death. 

65  Lucan,  the  Roman  epic  poet,  ditto. 

79   Pliny  the  elder,  the  Roman  natural  hiftorian. 

93  Jofephus,  the  Jewifh  hiftorian. 

94  Epicletus,  the  Greek  ftoic  philofopher,  fl. 

95  Quintilian,  Roman  orator  and  advocate. 

96  Statius,  the  Roman  epic  poet. 

98  Lucius  Fk>rus,  of  Spain,  the  Roman  hiftorian,  fi. 

99  Tacitus,  the  Roman  hiftorian. 

104   Martial  of  Spain,  epigrammatic  poet. 
Valerius  Flaccus,  the  Roman  epic  poet. 

116  Pliny  the  younger,  hiftorical  letters 

1 17  Suetonius,  the  Roman  hiftorian. 
119   Plutarch  of  Greece,  the  biographer. 
128   Juvenal,  the  Roman  fatiric  poet. 

140  Ptolomy,  the  Egyptian  geographer,   mathema- 
tician, and  aftronomer,  fl. 
150  Juftin,  the  Roman  hiftorian,  fl. 
161    Arrian,  the  Koman  hiftorian  and  philofopher,  fi. 
167  Juftin   of  Samaria,  the  oldelt  Chriftjan  author 

after  the  apoftles. 
180   Lucian,  the  Roman  philofopher. 

Marcus  Aur.  Antoninus,  Roman   emperor  and 
philofopher. 
193   Galen,  the  Greek  philofopher  and  phyfician. 
200    Oiogenes  Laertius,  Greek  biographer,  fl. 
229    Dion  Gaffius,  of  Greece,  the  Roman  hiftorian,  fl. 
254  Origen,  Chriflian  father  of  Alexandria. 

Herodian,    of    Alexandria,    the    Roman  hifto- 
rian, fl. 
258  Cyprian  of  Carthage,  fuffers  martvrdom. 
273  Longinus,  the  Greek  orator,   put  to  death   by 

Aurelian. 
320  La&antius,  a  father  of  the  church,  fl. 
336  Arius,  a  prieft  of  Alexandria,  founder  of  the 
fett  of  Arians. 
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Aft.  Chrift. 
342  Eufebius,  the  ecclefiaflical  hiftorian  and  chro- 

nologer. 
379  Rafil,  bifhop  of  Csfarea. 

389   Gregory  Nazianzen,  bifhop  of  Conftantinople. 
395   Claudian,  the  Roman  poet,  fl. 

Heliodorus,  Phaenicia,  jEthiopics,  &c. 
397   Amhrofe,  bifhop  of  Milan. 
415   Macrobius,  the  Roman  grammarian. 
428  Eutropius,  the  Roman  hiftorian. 
524  Boetius,  the  Roman  poet  and  Platonic  philo- 

fopher. 
529   Procopius,  of  Csfarea,  the  Roman  hiftorian. 

MODERN  AUTHORS. 

735   Bede,  a  pried  of  Northumberland  ;   hiftory   of 

the  Saxons,  Scots,  Etc. 
901   King  Alfred;  hiftory,  philofophy. 
980  Avicenna,    the    Mahometan    philofopher    and 
phyfician. 

1118   AnnaComena;  Alexiad,   or   life  of  her  father 
emperor  Alexius  Comnenus. 

1206  Averroes,  Corduba,  the  Arabian  philofopher. 

1259   Matthew  Paris,  monk  of  St.  Albans ;  hiftory 
of  England. 

1292   Roger    Bacon,    Somerfetfhire ;    natural    philo- 
fophy. 

1321    Dante,  Florence;    poetry. 

1374  Petrarch,  Arezzo  in  Italy;   poetry. 

1376   Boccace,  Tufcany;  the  Decameron,  poems,  &c. 

1400  Chaucer,  London  ;  the  father  of  Englifh  poe- 
try. 

1  481   Platina,  Italy  ;   Lives  of  the  popes,  &c. 

1 502   Montaigne,  Perigord  in  France  ;    effays. 

1590  Philip  de  Gomines,    Flanders;    hiftorical    me- 
moirs. 

1517  Martin  Luther,  the  founder  of  proteftantifm,  fl. 
John  Calvin,       do.  do.  fl. 

1530   Machiavel,   Florence;    politics,  comedies,  &c. 

1534  Ariofto,  Lombardy  ;    Orlando  Furiofo,  and  five 

comedies. 

1535  Sir    Thomas    Moore,    London;    hiftory,    poli- 

tics, &c. 

1536  Erafmus,    Rotterdam;     Colloquies,    Praife    of 

Folly,  Sec. 
1540  Guicciardini,  Florence  ;   hiftory  of  Italy. 
1543   Copernicus,  Thorn  in  Pruffia  ;  aftronomy. 
1549   Michael   de    Cervantes     Saavedra,     Alcala   in 

Spain  ;   Don  Quixote,  Sec. 
1552    John   Leland,  London;  lives  and  antiquities. 
I  566   Hunnibal  Caro,  Civita  Nuova  ;  poems  and  tranf- 

latio!is. 
Vida  Cremona  ;    art  of  poetry,   and  other  di- 

da&ic  poems. 
1568   Roger  Afcham,  Yorkfhire  ;  philology. 
J  587   Rev.  John  Knox,   the  Scots    reformer;    hifto- 
ry of  the  church  of  Scotland. 
1579   Camoens,  Lifbon  ;  the  Lufiad,  an  epic  poem. 
1582   George    Buchanan,    Dumbartonfhire  ;     hiftory 

of  Scotland,  pfalms  of  David,  politics,   &c. 
'590  Davila,  ifle    of  Cyprus;    hiftory    of    the   civil 

wars  of  France. 
1595   Torquato   Taflb,    Italy;    Jerufalem   delivered, 

Aminta,  &c. 


Aft.  Chrift. 

1598  Edmund  Spencer,  London  ;  Fairy  Queen,  and 
other  poems. 

1600  Rev.  Richard  Hooker,  Exeter;  Ecclefiaftical 
Polity. 

1605  Ulyffes  Aldrovandus,  Bologna;  natural  hiftory. 

1608   Mendez,  Caftile;    hiftory  of  China,  fl. 

1610  Richard  Knolles,  Northamptonfhire.;  hiftory 
of  the  Turks. 

1612  Battifta  Guarini,  Ferrara  ;  the  faithful  Shep- 
herd,  a  paftoral  poem. 

1615-25  Beaumont  and  Fletcher:  35  dramatic  pie- 
ces. 

1616  Wm.  Shakefpeare,  Stratford:  42  dramatic  pie- 
ces. 

1622  John   Napier,  Marchefton,  Scotland;  inventor 

of  logarithms. 

1623  William    Camden,    London;    hiftory   and    an- 

tiquities. 
Father    Paul    Sarpi,     Venice  ;    hiftory   of   the 
Council   of  Trent,  rights  of  Sovereigns  and 
fubje&s,  letters,  Stc. 

1624  John  Mariana,  Caftile;  hiftory  of  Spain. 

1625  John  Baptift  Mariano,  Naples;  poetry. 

1626  Lord   chancellor   Bacon,    London;    philofophy 

and  literature  in  general. 

1627  Lewis    de     Congora,     Cordova;     poetry     and 

plays. 

1628  Francis  de  Malherbe,  Normandy;  poetry. 
1630  John  Kepler,   Wittemberg  ;  aftronomy. 

1634  Lord   Chief   Juftice   Coke,  Norfolk;    laws   of 

Eneland. 

1635  Trajan  Boccalini,  Rome;  fatirical  pieces, >fl. 

1638  Ben.  Johnfon,  London  ;  dramatic  pieces. 

1639  Philip  Maffinger,  Sahfbury  ;  14  dramatic  pieces. 
1641   Sir    Henry    Spelman,    Norfolk;  laws  and   an- 
tiquities. 

Jeremiah  Horrox,  Lancafhire  ;  aftronomer,  dies 
at  the  age  of  22. 

1646  Lewis  Veliz  de  Guevara,  Andalufia,  come- 
dies. 

1650  Des  Cartes,  Touraine  ;  philofophy  and  mathe- 
matics. 

1654  John  Selden,  Suflex  ;  antiquities  and  laws. 
John    Lewis   de  Balzac,  Angouleme  ;    letters, 

&c. 

1655  Peter  Gaffendi,  Provence:   aftronomy. 

1656  Archbifliop     Ufher,     Dublin  ;     divinity     and 

chronology. 
t657  Dr.    William    Harvey,    Kent;  difcovered   the 

circulation  of  the  blood. 
1662  Pafcal,  Auvergne  ;  thoughts  upon  religion,  Sec. 
1667   AbrahamCowley, London;  mifcellaneou? .poetry. 
1659   Sir    John    Denbam,     Dublin;     Cooper's    Hill, 

and  other  poems. 

1673  Moliere,  Paris  ;  comedies. 

1674  John  Milton,  London  ;  Paradife  Loft,  Paradife 

Regained,  and  various  other  pieces  in  verfe 
and  profe. 
Hyde,  Earl    of  Clarendon,  Wiltfhire  ;   hiftory 
of  the  civil  wars  in  England. 

1575  James  Gregory,  Aberdeen:  mathematics,  geo- 
metry and  optics. 

1677  Rev.  dr.  Ifaac  Barrow,  London;  natural  phi- 
lofophy, mathematics. 


MEN  OF  LEARNING  AND  GENIUS. 


(29) 


Aft.  Christ. 

1677  Rev.  Richard  Baxter  Divinity,  fl. 
1680  Samuel     Butle.',    Worcestershire;    Hudibras,    a 
burlesque  poem. 
Francis,  Duke  of  Rochefoucalt,  France  ;  maxims. 
Dr.  Lewis  Moreri,  Provence  ;  Historical  Diction- 
ary. 

1683  Mezeray,    Lower  Normandy;    Abridgement  of 
the  history  of  France. 

1684  Wentworth    Dillon,    Earl   of    Roscommon,    Ire- 

land ;  essay  on   translated  verse,  Horace's   art 
of  poetry. 
Peter  Corncille,  Rouen  ;  30  dramatic  pieces. 
16S5  Thomas  Otway,  London  ;   10  tragedies  and  com- 
edies, £tc. 

1687  Edmund  Waller  Bucks  ;  poems. 

1688  Dr.  Ralph  Cudworth,  Somersetshire  ;  Intellectual 

System. 

1689  Dr.   Thomas    Sydenham,    Dorsetshire  ;    history 

of  physic. 

Dr.  Bonet,  Geneva  ;  medicine. 
161)0  Nathaniel  Lee,  London;   11  tragedies. 

Barclay,  Edinburgh  ;  Apology  for  the  Quakers. 
1691  Robert  Boyle,     natural  and   experimental  philo- 
sophy, Etc. 

Sir  George  M'Kenzie,  Dundee  ;  Antiquities  and 
laws  of  Scotland. 
1C9-4  John  Tillotson,  Archbishop   of  Canterbury,  Hali- 
fax ;  254  sermons. 

Antonietta  de    la  Garde    Des  Houlieres,  Paris  ; 
poetry. 

Marcellus    Malphighi,    Bologna  ;  discovered  the 
circulation  of  the  sap  in  plants. 

Puffendorf,   Upper    Saxony  ;  jurisprudence    and 
history. 

1695  De  Herbelot,  Paris  ;  Bibliotheque  oriental. 
Huygens,  Hague  ;  mathematics  and  astronomy. 

1696  John  de  la  Bruyere,  France  ;  characters. 
Marchioness  De  Sevigne,  France  ;  letters. 

1697  Sir    W.    Temple,   London;    politics   and  polite 

literature. 

1698  W.    Molyneux,   Dublin;    the    case    of    Ireland 

stated. 

1699  John  Dryden,    Northamptonshire;    27  tragedies 

and  comedies,  satiiic  poems,  ode  on  Saint  Ce- 
cilia's day,  Etc. 
Thomas  Creech,  Dorsetshire  ;  translations. 

1703  Mascaron,  Marseilles  ;  funeral  orations. 

1704  John    Locke,    Somersetshire;     philosophy,    go- 

vernment and  theology. 

Bocconi,  Palermo ;  natural  history. 

Bossuet,  Dijon  ;   discourse  upon  universal  Histo- 
ry, Funeral  Orations,  Etc. 

Bourdaloue,  France  ;  sermons. 

1705  John  Ray,  Essex;    botany,    natural  philosophy, 

and  divinity. 

1706  Bailet,  Picardy  ;  Judgments  of  the  learned,  bio- 

graphy, &c. 

1707  George    Farquhar,    Londonderry ;    8    comedies. 

Rev.  James  Saurin,  Sermons,  tracts,  fl. 

1708  John  Philips,  Oxfordshire;  Splendid  Shilling,  and 

other  poems. 

1709  Thomas  Corneille,  brother  to  Peter;  tragedies. 
1712  Boileau,  Paris;  satires,  epistles,  art  of  poetry,  the 

Lutrin,  Etc. 

*[  h 


Aft.  Christ. 

1712  Cassini,  Italy;  astronomy. 

1713  Ant.  Ash.  Cooper,  E.  of  Shaftesbury  ;  character- 

istics. 

1714  Gilbert  Burnet,  Edinburgh,  bishop  of  Salisbury; 

history,  biography,  Etc. 

1715  Malebranche,  Paris  ;  philosophy. 

1716  Francis  De  Salignac  De  la  Mothe  Fenelon,  arch* 

bishop    of  Cambray,   Perigord;     Telemachus, 
Dialogues  of  the  Dead,  Demonstration  of  the 
Being  of  God,  Sec. 
Leibnitz,  Leipsic;  philosophy,  Etc. 

1718  Nicholas  Rowe,  Devonshire;  7  tragedies,  translat. 

of  Lucan's  Pharsalia. 

1719  Rev,   John  Flamstead,  Derbyshire;    mathematics 

and  astronomy. 

Joseph  Addison,  Wiltshire  ;  Spectator,  Guardian, 
tragedy  of  Cato,  Etc. 

Dr.  John  Keil,  Edinburgh,  mathematics  and  as- 
tronomy. 

1719  Sir  Samuel  Garth,  Yorkshire;  poetry. 

1720  Anne  Dacier,  France;  translation  of  Homer,  Te- 

rence, &c. 

1721  Matthew  Prior,  London  ;  poems  and  politics. 
1723  Fleury,  Paris;  history. 

Bayle,  Foix ;  historical  and  critical  dictionary. 
1725  Rapin  de  Thoyras,  Languedoc ;   history  of  Eng- 
land. 

1727  Sir    Isaac    Newton,  Lincolnshire,   mathematics, 

geometry,  astronomy,  Etc. 

1728  Father  Daniel,  Rouen  ;  history  of  France.    , 

1729  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke,  Norwich;  mathematics, 

divinity,  Etc. 
Sir  Richard  Steele,  Dublin ;  four  comedies,  papers 

in  Tatler,  Etc. 
William  Congreve,  Staffordshire ;  seven  dramatic 

pieces. 
1732  John  Gay,    Exeter;  poems,  fables,   and  eleven 

dramatic  pieces. 

1734  Dr.  John  Arbulhnot,  Meanshire  ;  medicine,  coins, 

politics. 

1735  Vertot,  France;  Revolutions  of  Rome,  Portugal, 

Sweden,  Etc. 
1738  Dr.  Boerhave,  Leyden  ;  botany,  Etc. 

1740  Ephraim  Chambers,  England;  Cyclopaedia. 

1741  Rollin,  Paris;  history  Belles  Leitres. 

John  Baptiste    Rousseau,   Paris ;    odes,  epistles, 

epigrams,  comedies,  letters. 
Le  Sage,  Bretany  ;  Gil  Bias,  Etc. 

1742  Dr.  Edmund  Halley,  London  ;  natural  philosophy, 

astronomy,  navigation. 

1743  Masillon,  France;  sermons. 
Richard  Savage,  London ;  tragedy,  Etc. 

1744  Alexander  Pope,  London  ;  poems,  letters,  trans- 

lation of  Homer. 

1745  Rev.  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  Dublin  ;  poems,  politics, 

and  letters. 

1746  Colin   M'Laurin,   Argyleshire ;    algebra,  view  of 
Newton-'s  philosophy. 

1747  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinson,  president  of  Princeton 

college ;  divinity. 

1748  James  Thompson,  Roxburghshire;  Seasons,  and 

other  pieces,  five  tragedies. 
Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Watts,  Southampton ;  logic,  phi- 
losophy, psalms,  Etc. 
A]* 
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Aft.  Christ. 

Dr.  Francis  Hutchinson,  Ireland  ;  system  of  moral 
philosophy. 

1750  Rev.  dr.  Conyers  Middleton,  Yorkshire;   life  of 

Cicero,  &c. 
Andrew  Baxter,  Old  Aberdeen;  metaphysics  and 
natural  philosophy. 

1751  Lord  Bolingbroke,  Surry;   philosophy,  metaphy- 

sics and  politics. 

1752  Rev.  dr.  Doddridge;  Family  Expositor,  lectures, 

sermons,  &c. 

1754  Dr.  Richard  Mead,   London;  on  poisons,  plague, 

small  pox,  medicine. 
Henry  Fielding,  Somersetshire;  Tom  Jones,  Jo- 
seph Andrews,  &c. 

1755  Montesquieu,  Bourdeaux;  spirit  of  laws,  grandeur 

and   declension   of  the  Romans,  Persian   let- 
ters, &c. 

1756  W.  Collins,  Chichester;  poetry.  . 
West,  England  ;  translation  of  Pindar,  poems. 

1757  Reaumur,  Rochelle ;  natural  history  of  insects. 
Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  president   of  Princetown   col- 
lege i  Answer  to  Emlyn's  Humble  Inquiry,  ser- 
mons. 

Colley  Cibber,  London ;  plays. 

1758  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,   president  of  Princeton 

college;  divinity,  metaphysics. 

1760  Rev.  Samuel  Davies,  president  of  Princeton  col- 

lege ;  sermons. 

1761  Sherlock,  bishop  of  London;  sermons. 
Hoadley,  bishop  of  Winchester ;  sermons. 
Richardson,   London;    Grandison,    Clarissa   Pa- 
mela. 

Rev.  dr.  John  Leland,  Lancashire  ;  answer  to  deis- 
tical  writers. 

1763  Wm.  Shenstone,  Shropshire  ;  poems. 

1764  Rev.  Chas.  Churchill,  England;  Rosciad,  satires. 

1765  Rev.  dr.  Edward  Young;   Night  Thoughts,  and 

other  poems,  &c. 
Robert  Simson,  Glasgow;  Conic  Sections,  Euclid, 
Apollonius. 

1766  Rev.  dr.  Samuel    Finley,   president  of  Princeton 

college ;  sermons,  tracts. 
Rev.   Thomas   Clap,  president  of  Yale  college; 
Sermons,  tracts. 

1767  Dr.  Alexander  Monro,   Edinburgh;    anatomy  of 

the  bones,  anatomical  and  medical  essays. 
Metastasio,  Italy ;  dramatic  pieces,  fi. 

1768  Rev.  Laurence  Sterne,  Dublin;  45  sermons,  Sen- 

timental Journey,  Tristram  Shandy. 
William  Cunningham,  Ireland ;  pastorals,  &c. 

1769  Robert    Smith,    Lincolnshire;      harmonies    and 

optics. 

1770  Dr.    Mark    Akenside,   Newcastle    upon    Tyne ; 

poems. 
Dr.  Tobias  Smollet,  Dumbartonshire-;   history  of 
England,  novels,  &c. 

1771  Thomas  Gray,  London;  poems. 

1773  Earl  of  Chesterfield;  letters. 

George  lord   Littleton,   Worcestershire;   history 
of  England. 

1774  Oliver  Goldsmith,  Roscommon,  in  Ireland;  His- 

tory of  the  Earth  and  animated  Nature,  Citizen 
of  the  World,  essays,  Sec. 


Aft.  Christ. 

Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  first  president  of  the  Ame- 
rican congress. 

1775  Dr.  John  Hawkesworth ;  essays. 

1776  David  Hume,  Merse;  history  of  England,  essays. 
James  Ferguson,  Aberdeenshire;  astronomy. 

1777  Samuel  Foote,  Cornwall;  plays. 

1778  Voltaire,   Paris;    the  Henriad,    an    epic    poem, 

dramatic  pieces,  poetry   history,  literature  in 
general. 
Rev.  dr.  Eliot,  Boston  ;  sermons. 

1779  David  Garrick,  Hereford  ;  plays. 

Wm.  Warburton,  bishop  of  Gloucester;  Divine 
Legation  of  Moses,  and  various  other  works. 

1780  Sir  William   Blackstone,  judge  of  the   court  of 

common  pleas,  London ;  Commentaries  on  the 

Laws  of  England. 
Dr.  John  Fothergill,  Yorkshire ;   philosophy  and 

medicine. 
James    Hams,    Hermes;  Philological   Inquiries, 

Philosophical  Arrangements. 
Gov.  Hutchinson,  Boston,  Massachusetts ;  history. 

1782  Thomas  Newton,  bishop   of  Bristol,   Litchfield; 

discourses  on  the  prophesies,  and  other  works. 

Sir  John  Pringle,  bart.  Roxboroughshire ;  Di- 
seases of  the  Army. 

Henry  Home,  lord  Kaimes,  Scotland;  Elements 
of  Criticism,  Sketches  of  the  History  of  Man, 
Principles  of  Equity,  of  Morality,  Art  of  Think- 
ing, Hints  on  Education,  Gentleman  Farm- 
er, &c. 

1783  Dr.  William  Hunter,  Lanerkshire  ;  anatomy. 
John  James  Rousseau,  Geneva;  Emilius,  a  treatise 

on  Education,  Dictionary  of  Music,  New  He- 
loise,  &c. 

1784  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  Litchfield;  English  Diction- 

ary, biography,  died  Dec.  13,  aged  71. 

1785  Wm.  Whitehead,  poet  laureat;  poems  and  plays. 

Dr.  Thomas  Leland,  Ireland;    History  of  Ire- 
land, &c.  &c. 

1786  Dr.  Gilbert  Stuart,  Edinburgh;  History  of  Mary, 

queen   of    Scots,     History    of   the    Reforma- 
tion, &c. 

1787  Rev.  dr.   Chauncy,    Boston;    complete    view  of 

Episcopacy  from  the  Fathers,  Salvation  for  all 
men,  Sermons,  Tracts,  &c. 

1788  The  count  de  Buffon,  Paris;  natural  History. 

1790  James  Bowdoin,  gov.  Massachusetts;  philosophy, 

politics. 

William  Livingston,  gov.  New  Jersey;  essays 
poetry,  politics. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Boston ;  electricity,  na- 
tural philosophy  ;  died  August  17,  aged  84. 

1791  Rev.  John  Wesley,  divinity,  miscellanies^ 

1792  Henry   Laurens,    South    Carolina;   president    of 

congress,  died  Dec.  20. 

1793  George   Campbell,  D.  D.  of  Aberdeen;  on  the 

miracles  of  Jesus,  rhetoric,  &c. 

1794  John  Hancock,  one  of  the  first  presidents  of  con- 

gress, and  afterwards  gov.  of  Massachusetts. 
Marquis  de  Btccaria;  on  crimes  and  punishments, 

died  Nov.  27. 
Rev.  John  Witherspoone,  president  of  Princeton 

college,  sermons,  &c«  ■ 
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N.  B.  i.  denotes  Vul.  I.  ii.   Vol.  II. 


ABERDEEN  city,  197,  i. 
Abyssinia,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  173,  ii.  air  and  seasons, 
ibid;  diseases  and  climate,  ibid;  animals,  175;  vegetable  produc- 
tions, 179;  cities,  182  ;  customs,  ibid;  religion,  184 ;  history,  185. 
Acapulca,  sea  port  in  Mexico,  587,  ii. 
Admiralty  islands,  142,  ii. 
Adriatic  sea,  the  islands  in,  78,  i. 
./Etna,  mount  in  Sicily,  538,  i. 
Africa,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  149,  ii.  its  ancient  state, 

150;  divisions,  151 ;  African  islands,  ibid  and  199. 
African  slave  trade,  an  attempt  to  regulate  in  the  British  parliament, 

346,  i.  abolished  in  Massachusetts,  358,  ii. 
Agricola's  camp  in  Scotland,  198,  i. 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  an  account  of  that  city,  471,  ii. 
Albany  city,  an  account  of,  401,  ii. 

Albert,  Margrave  of  Bradenburgh,  obtains  the  sovereignty  of  du- 
cal Prussia,  and  introduces  the  Protestant  religion,  490,  i. 
Alexandria,  city  of,  in  Egypt,  157,  ii. 

in  Virginia,  495,  ii. 

Alfred  the  great,  king  of  England,  his  character  and  military  ex- 
ploits, 285,  i. 
Algiers,  the  kingdom  of,  162,  i.  its  inhabitants,  163;  a  description 

of  the  city,  165 ;  government,  167  ;  military  strength,  16S. 
Algerines,  capture  a  number  of  American  vessels,  299,  ii. 
Aligator,  described,  540,  ii 

Alk,  a  remarkable  bird  in  Norway,  ('escribed,  90,  i.    : 
Alleghany  mottntains,  433,  ii. 
Almagro  disputes  with  Pizarro  about  the  plunder  of  Peru,  214,  ii. 

his  expedition  to  Chili,  ibid;  he  is  killed  by  Pizarro,  ibid. 
Altitude,  quadrant  of  on  the  globe,  26,  i. 
Amazon  river,  the  largest  in  the  world,  604,  ii. 
Amazonia,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  604,  ii.  rivers,  climate  and 

productions,  ibid.    The  inhabitants  and  their  manners,  605. 
Amboyna  island,  described,  144,  ii. 

America,  discovered  by  Columbus,  206,  ii.  Mexico  conquered  by 
Ferdinando  Coitez,  2^8;  the  conquest  of  Peru  by  Pizarro,  211. 
The  native  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs,  216  ;  extent 
and  boundaries  of  America,  224  ;  stupendous  mountains,  225  ; 
rivers  and  lakes,  ibid;  productions,  226 ;  hew  parcelled  out  among 
the  European  colonies,  ibid. 
America,  North,  f.rst  discovered  by  Sebastian  Cabot,  209,  ii.  a 
summary  view  of  its  first  settlements,  228;  grand  divisions,  329; 
description  of  New  Britain,  231 ;  of  Canada  and  the  province  of 
Quebec,  234 ;  of  Neva  Scotia,  241 ;  a  colony  planted  by  sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh  ;  245 ;  history  of  the  revolution,  247. 
i  Disturbances  in,  occasioned  by  an  attempt  to  tax  the 

British  colonies  without  their  being  represented,  249,  ii.  non 
importation  agreements  resolved  on,  ibid ;  a  general  congress 
meet  at  New-York,  ibid;  tea  destro  ed  ac  Boston,  251 ;  its  port 
shut,  ibid;  hostilities  cnmme'.ice,  253;  action  at  Bunker's  hill, 
254 ;  independence  decbred,  ibid;  ?ee  United  States. 
America,  South,  its  grand  divisions,  230,  ii.  distinctions  arising 
from  mixture  of  blood  among  the  inhabitants,  590;  Spanish  pos- 
sessions, 580,  Portuguese,  597,  French,  600,  Dutch,  ibid;  abori- 
ginal America,  604 
American  islands',  230,  ii. 

Amphyctyon  unices  *hc  Grecian  states  in  one  system  of  policy,  45,  i. 
Amsterdam,  an  account  of,  415,  i. 
Andama-  and  Nicabar  islands,  147,  ii. 
Andes,  mountains  in  America,  235,  :i. 
Andre,  a  British  tnajvr  executed  .«  a  spy,  268,  ii. 
Anglo  Sxxors,  their  history,  ~'34,  i.  they  are  infested  by  the  Danes, 

ibid ,•  their  character,  286,  ii. 
Anguila,  'he  inland  of,  613 
Annapolii,  acity  in  Noi  a  Sc>  "1,  2*43,  ii. 
•————,  the  carnal  of  Maryland,  469,  ii. 


Anne,  queen  of  England,  her  successes  in  the  war  against  France, 
321,  i.  her  character,  323. 

Anson,  admiral,  his  return  from  the  South  Seas,  327,  i. 

Antigua,  the  island  of,  614,  ii. 

Antiochus,  king  of  Assyria,  his  unsuccessful  wars  against  the  Ro- 
mans, 53,  i. 

Antiquities,  remains  of  the  Roman  in  Italy,  535,  i. 

Antvrerp,  the  commerce  of,  ruined  by  the  Dutch,  429,  i. 

Apollo,  the  remains  of  his  temple  on  Mount  Parnassus,  26,  ii. 

Aqueduct,  Trajan's,  near  Segovia  in  Spain,  an  account  of,  511,  i. 

Arabia,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  137,  ii.  divisions,  138; 
mountains,  rivers,  &c.  ibid;  climate  and  produce,  ibid;  inhabi- 
tants, their  manners  and  customs,  139  ;  learning  and  language, 
ibid;  chief  cities,  140. 

Aranguez,  the  palace  and  gardens  of,  described,  314,  i. 

Archangel  town,  and  port  of,  157,  i. 

Archipelago,  the  Grecian,  a  list  of  the  islands  which  compose  it, 
78,  i.  an  account  of  them,  32,  ii. 

Archipelago,  the  northern  islands  of,  627,  ii. 

Archon,  the  nature  of  his  office  at  Athens  explained,  46,  i. 

Arcot,  the  nabob  of,  his  dominions,  120,  ii. 

Argonauts,  their  expedition  to  Colchis  explained,  44,  i, 

Argvle,  earl  of,  executed,  214,  i. 

Armada,  the  Spanish,  defeated,  306,  i. 

Army,  the  British,  its  nature  and  magnitude,  277,  i, 

the  American  disbanded,  279,  ii. 

Arnold,  Benedict,  his  plot  to  surrender  West  Point  to  the  British, 
267,  ii-  he  deserts,  268 ;  his  depredations  in  Virginia,  269  ;  burns 
New  London.  &c.  274. 

Arracon,  a  kingdom  in  India,  89.  ii. 

Arts,  the  revival  of,  after  the  general  deluge,  accounted  for,  42,  i. 

Ascension  island,  an  account  of,  20?,  ii. 

Asia,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  35,  ii.  the  principal  regions  into 
which  it  is  divided,  37 ;  a  table  of  the  Asiatic  islands,  ibid. 

Assembly,  the  French  national,  meet,  668,  ii. 

Assyria,  45,  ii. 

Astrachan,  a  city  in  Tartary,  60,  ii. 

Astronomy,  some  knowledge  of,  necessary  to  understand  geogra- 
phy, 11,  i. 

Atabalipa,  the  inca  of  Peru,  put  to  death  by  Pizarro,  213,  ii. 

Athens,  when  and  by  whom  founded,  45,  i,  review  of  its  ancient 
historv,  ibid;  its  existing  antiquities  described,  25,  ii. 

Afhos,  mount,  described,  26,  ii. 

Atlas  mount,  149,  ii. 

Atterbury,  bishop  of  Rochester,  banished  from  Britain,  324,  i. 

Ava,  a  kingdom  iu  India,  89,  ii. 

Augsburg,  the  city  of,  470,  i. 

Augusta  in  Georgia,  551,  ii 

Augustine,  St  in  East  Florida,  582,  ii. 

Augustus,  elector  of  Saxony,  how  he  obtained  the  crown  of  Po- 
land, 15,  ii. 

Aulic  council  of  'he  German  empire,  an  account  of,  449,  i. 

Aurengzebe,  the  founder  and  emperor  of  Indostan,  his  exploits, 
110,  ii. 

Austin,  the  monk,  arrives  in  Britain  to  convert  the  Saxons,  284,  i. 

Austria,  citcleof,  its  divisVns  into  provinces,  436,  i. 

,  house  of,  its  dominions  in  Germany,  460,  i, 

Austrian  I.ombrudv,  see  lili.  tnese. 

Netherlands,  see  Netherlands. 

Azores,  or  Wesie.n  islands,  205,  ii. 

BABF.LMANDEL  island,  200,  ii. 

Bacon  Roger  his  extraordinary  learning  for  the  age  he  lived  in,  240,  i. 

Baden,  the  bwiss  die'  si'  there,  570,  i. 

Bnfded,  the  city  of,  described,  45,  ii. 

Bagnios,  in  the  Mahometan  countries,  an  account  of,  135,  ii. 
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Bahama  islands,  an  account  of  them,  616, 11. 

Balbec,  the  ruins  of,  42,  ii. 

Baliol,  John,  account  of  his  contest  for  the  crown  of  Scotland, 

209,  i. 
Baltic  sea,  the  islands  in,  78,  i. 

Baltimore  tewn,  in  Maryland,  an  account  of,  469,  ii. 
Banda,  or  Nutmeg  islands,  an  account  of,  145,  ii. 
Bank  of  England,  an  historical  account  of,  258,  i. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  established,  29J,  ii. 
Bannockburn,  battle  of,  between  the  Scots  and  the  English,  211,  i. 
Baptists  of  Rhode-Island,  their  distinguishing  tenets,  374,  ii. 
Barbadoes,  its  situation  and  extent,  613,  ii.  its  population,  614. 
Barbary,  the  states  of,  162,  ii.  clim-.te,  soil  and  productions,  ibid; 
the  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs,  163;  dress,  164;  re- 
ligion and  language,  ibid;  antiquities  and  curiosities,  165;  cities 
and  public  buildings,  ibid;  manufactures  and  commerce,  166; 
constitution    and   government,    167;    revenues,    ibid;    military 
strength,  168  ;  history,  ibid. 
Barbuda,  Island  of,  616,  ii. 
Barcelona,  a  city  in  Spain,  514,  i. 
Bards,  the  Welsh,  their  learning,  349,  i.  massacred  by  king  Edward, 

352. 
Bark,  the  Jesuits,  where  found,  592,  ii. 
Bartholomew,  St.  island  of,  625,  ii- 
Basaltes,  pillars  of,  in  the  Island  Staffa,  one  of  the  Hebrides,  177,  i. 

in  Ireland,  361. 
Bashaws,  the  Turkish,  how  treated  by  the  Grand  Seignior,  4",  ii. 
Basil,  the  university  of,  in  Switzerland,  568,  i. 

the  city  described,  569. 

Bastille  in  I'aris,  taken,  669,  ii. 

Batavia,  the  capital  of,  Java,  its  splendor,  147,  ii. 

Bath  city,  in  England,  249,  i. 

Bavaria,  circle  of,  its  division  into  provinces,  436,  i. 

Beaver  of  North  America,  an  account  of  that  animal,  236,  ii. 

Beauty,  the  Chinese  ideas  of,  64,  ii. 

Becket,  Thomas,  a  haughty  eccbslastic,  murdered  at  the  -Iter, 

289,  i. 
Bell,   the   great  one   in   Moscow,    its  dimensions  and  weight, 

156,  i. 
Bengal,  the  province  of,  96,  ii. 
Berlin,  456,  i. 

Bermudas  islands,  described,  617,  ii. 
Bern,  a  cjty  of  Switzerland,  569,  i. 
Bethlehem,  town  of,  in  Pennsylvania,  449,  ii. 
Bilboa,  a  city  in  Spain,  515,  i. 
Bishopricks,  the  secular  in  Germany,  469,  i. 
Black  Friars  bridge,  347,  i. 

Blanc  Mount  in  Switzerland,  its  amazing  height  computed,  565,  i. 
Blenheim,  battle  of,  between  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  count 

Tallard,  321,  i. 
Block  Island,  its  situation  and  extent,  373,  ii. 
Bohemia,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries.  491,  i.  its  divisions, 
ibid;  climate  and  productions,  ibid;    inhabitants,  manners  and 
customs,  ibid;  religion  and  language,  492 ;  cities  and  towns,  493  ; 
constitution  and  government,  ibid ,-  revenues,  ibid;  history,  ibid. 
Bologna,  a  city  in  Italy,  555,  i. 
Bombay  island,  121,  ii. 
Boristhenes  river,  144,  i. 
Borneo  Island,  an  account  of,  145,  ii. 
Boscawen,  admiral,  defeats  the  French  intended  invasion  of  Britain, 

331,  i. 
Boston  port  bill,  251,  ii. 
— —  the  capital  of  Massachusetts,  361,  ii. 
Bosworth,  battle  of,  between  Henry,  earl  of  Richmond,  and  king 

Richard  III.  of  England,  300,  i. 
Botany  Bay ;  see  New  Holland. 
Bouquetin  described,  566,  i. 
Bourbon  island,  its  situation  and  produce,  201,  ii. 
Boxing,  a  favourite  amusement  among  the  English,  235,  i. 
Boyne,  the  battle  of,  between  king  James  II.  and  king  William  HI. 

310,  i. 
Braddock,  general,  defeated  at  Fort  du  Quesne,  327,  i. 
Braganza,  the  duke  of,  compelled  to  ascend  the  throne  of  Portugal, 

531,  i. 
Brahe,  Tycho,  his  system  of  astronomy,  18,  j. 
Bramins,  Indian  priests,  79,  ii. 
Brandywme  mills,  an  account  of  them,  461,  ii. 
Brasil,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  597,  ii.  soil,  climate  and 
produce,  ibid;  the  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs,  598; 
trade  and  chief  towns,  ibid;  history  and  government,  599. 


Breslau,  the  captial  of  Silesia,  442,  i. 

Brest  in  France,  656,  ii. 

Bristol,  city  of,  248,  i. 

Bridge,  a  natural  one  in  Massachusetts,  359,  ii. 

Brissot  and  his  party  guillotined,  682,  ii. 

Britain,  New,  in  North  America,  Us  situation  and  boundaries,  231,  ii. 
rivers,  bays  and  straits,  ibid ;  soil  and  productions,  ibid;  the  in- 
habitants and  their  habits,  ibid;  discovery  and  commerce,  232. 

Britain,  New,  in  the  Southern  ocean,  641,  ii. 

Britons,  ancient,  Julius  Csesar's  account  of  their  manners  and  cus- 
toms, 281,  i.  their  situation  under  the  Roman  government,  282, 
distress  when  forsaken  by  the  Romans,  ibid ;  are  subjected  by  the 
Saxons,  283  ;  when  converted  to  Christianity,  284. 

Bruce,  Robert,  his  contest  with  John  Baliol  for  the  crown  of  Scot- 
land, 209,  1. 

Robert,  the  son,  defeats  theEnglish  at  Bannockburn,  211,  i. 

Bi  ugej,  in  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  429,  i. 

Brumma,  the  legislator  of  the  Gentoos.his  religious  doctrines,  80,  ii. 

Brunswick  city.  New  Jersey,  426,  ii. 

""uccaneers  in  America,  6l7,  ii. 

Buenos  Ayres,  town  of,  in  Paraguay,  595,  ii. 

BuSaloe  described,  237,  ij. 

BuSbn,  the  French  natural'st,  his  character,  653,  ii. 

Bulac  in  Egypt,  158,  ii. 

Bull  feasts  in  Spain,  503,  i.  aud506. 

Tlunker's  hill,  battle  of,  254,  ii. 

-lurgoyne,  general,  his  army  captured  by  the  Americans,  256,  ii. 

Burlington  city,  in  New  Jersey,  425,  ii. 

Bute,  Earl  of,  under  his  administration  the  stamp  act  pasted,  333,  1, 

Byng,  the  British  admiral  shot,  329,  i. 

CABOT,  Sebastian,  discovers  North  America,  209,  ii. 

Crdc,  Jack,  of  England,  raises  an  insurrection,  297,  i. 

Cadiz,  city  in  Spain,  514,  i. 

Cssar,  Julias,  his  first  invasion  of  Britain  and  account  of  the  na«~ 

tiveg;  282,  i. 
Caftraria,  account  of,  and  of  the  inhabitants,  196,  ii. 
Cagliari,  the  capital  of  Sardinia,  557,  i. 
Cairo,  the  capital  of  Egypt,  158,  ii. 
Calcutta,  or  fort  William,  in  Bengal,  an  account  of  the  English 

factory  there,  96,  iir 
Caledonia,  New,  637,  ii. 
Calendar,  the  new  of  France,  663,  ii. 
California,  see  New  Mexico. 
Gallao  swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake,  592,  ii. 
Calmar,  the  union  of,  formed  by  Margaret,  queen  of  Denmark, 

100,  i. 
Calvinists,  how  they  differ  from  the  Lutherans,  450,  ii. 
Cambodia,  kingdom  of,  90,  ii. 

Cambrics,  the  chief  manufacture  of,  at  Cambray,  430,  i. 
Cambridge  university  in  England,  an  account  of,  243,  i. 

University  in  Massachusetts,  560,  ii. 

Camden,  the  battle  of,  265,  ii. 

Cameieon  of  Eg\  pt  described,  153,  ii. 

Camels,  in  what  respect  well  suited  to  the  Arabian  deserts,  139,  ii. 

Canada,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  234,  ii ;  climate,  ibid; 

timber  and  plants,  235  ;   metal  and  minerals,  ibid;  rivers  and 

lakes,  ibid;  animals,  236 ;  inhabitants  and  principal  towns,  189 ; 

government,  ibid;  trade  and  commerce,  190. 
Canals  of  an  astonishing  extent  in  China,  62,  ii. 
Canary  islands,  an  account  of,  204,  ii. 
Cancer,  the  tropic  of,  22,  i. 
Candia,  the  ancient  Crete,  decribed,  34,  ii. 
Cane,  grottodel,  in  Italy,  its  poisonous  qualities,  542,  i. 
Canibals,  their  existence  confirmed,  633,  ii.  note. 
Canton,  the  princi#kl  sea-port  in  China,  73,  ii. 
Cape  Fear  river  in  North-Carolina,  509,  ii. 
Cape  de  Verd  Iskw.us,  203,  ii. 
Cape  St.  Francois,  destroyed  by  fire,  621,  ii. 
Capac  Manco,  his  character,  212,  ii. 
Caprea  or  Capri,  in  Italy,  an  account  of,  558,  i. 
Capricorn,  the  tropic  of,  22,  i. 
Carcajou,  an  animal  of  Canada,  described,  237,  ii. 
Caribee  islanders  shamefully  treated  by  the  English  planters,  614,  i. 
Carlisle,  town  in  Pennsylvania,  448,  ii. 
Carnatic,  province  In  IndU,  119,  ii. 
Carolina,  see  North-Carolina  and  South -Carolina. 
Carpathian  mountains  in  Hungary,  494,  i. 
Carrickfergus,   ?,  descent    on,    by  the  French  partizan  Thurot, 

331,  i. 


INDEX. 


(33) 


Carteret,  Captain,  a  view  of  his  southern  discoveries,  631,  ii. 

Carthage,  a  brief  review  of  its  history,  52,  i. 

Carthagena,  harbour  of,  in  South-America,  590,  ii. 

Casco  Bay,  in  Main  district,  352,  ii. 

Casimir,  John,  king  of  Poland,  abdicates  his  throne  and  turns  abbot, 
490,  i. 

Cassimere,  province  of,  95,  ii. 

Catawba  river,  North-Carolina,  511,  ii. 

Catharine  II.  empress  of  Russia,  deposes  her  husband  Peter  Hi. 
166,  i.  enters  into  a  war  with  the  Turks,  ibid.    Her  character,  1?0. 

Caxton,  William,  the  first  English  printer,  299,  i. 

Cayenne,  or  Equinoctial  France,  described,  600,  ii. 

Celebes,  see  Macassar. 

Cerigo  or  Cythera,  33,  ii. 

Cervantes,  his  literary  character,  508,  i. 

Ceuta,  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  166,  ii. 

Ceylon  island,  its  situation  and  productions,  14?,  ii. 

Chamois  described,  566,  i. 

Champaigne,  remarkable  for  its  wines,  648,  ii. 

Champlaine,  lake,  327,  ii. 

Chandernagore,  in  India,  97,  ii. 

Charities,  public,  the  munificence  of,  in  England,  231,  i. 

Charlemagne,  his  empire  dismembered  after  his  death,  559,  i. 

Charles  I.  king  of  England,  pursues  the  mast  despotic  and  unpopu- 
lar measures,  310,  i.  quarrels  with  his  parliament,  311 ;  raises  an 
army  to  oppose  them,  ibid,  finally  defeated,  312;  is  tried  and  exe- 
cuted, 313. 

i  II.  of  England,  his  restoration  how  effected,  315,  i.  his  ex- 
travagance and  distresses,  316;  his  death  and  character,  ibid. 

. .V.  Emperor  of  Germany  and  king  of  Spain,  his  exploits  and 

character  474,  i.  resigns  the  crown  and  retires,  ibid. 

— —  VI.  Emperor  of  Germany,  his  troublesome  reign,  476,  i. 

'  XI.  of  Sweden,  his  character  and  military  exploits,  135,  i. 

XII.  King  of  Sweden,  his  character  and  military  exploits, 

135,  i. 

Charleston,  South-Carolina,  taken  by  the  British,  264,  ii.  an  ac- 
count of  that  city,  537. 

Charlotte  islands,  631,  ii. 

Chauvelin,  the  French  ambassador,  his  ill  treatment,  676,  ii. 

Chesapeake  bay,  468,  ii. 

Chester,  city  of,  in  England,  240,  i. 

Chili,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  593,  ii.  lakes,  rivers 
and  harbours,  ibid;  climate  and  produce,  594;  inhabitants  and 
commerce,  ibid. 

Chiloe  island,  622,  ii. 

China,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  61,  ii.  Its  divisions  into 
provinces,  62  ;  mountains,  rivers  and  canals,  ibid,  metals  and 
minerals,  64;   the  inhabitants  and  their  manners,  66  ;  dress  67; 

.  marriages,  ibid;  funerals,  ibid,  language,  genius  and  learning,  69  ; 
antiquities  and  curiosities,  71;  chief  cities.,  72;  captain  Cook's 
account  of  Canton,  74;  trade  and  manufactures,  75;  constitution 
and  government,  ibid}  religion,  76  ;  public  roads,  ibid;  revenues 
and  military  strength,  ibid;  history,  77. 

Chios  island,  and  its  inhabitants,  32,  ii. 

Christian  second,  king  of  Denmark,  his  character,  101,  i. 

— —  Seventh  king  of  Denmark,  an  account  of,  104,  i. 

Christiana,  queen  of  Sweden,  her  character,  135,  i. 

Christophers,  St.  island  of,  its  situation  and  productions,  61  i,  ii. 

Church  of  England,  concerning  its  articles  of  faith,  237,  i. 

Cinnamon  tree,  an  account  of  it,  147,  ii. 

Circassians,  their  character,  57,  ii. 

Cities,  description  of  their  form  in  the  East  Indies,  96,  ii. 

Civil  list  revenue  in  Britain,  its  nature  and  amount,  276,  i.  Civil 
list  in  America,  312,  ii 

Climates,  the  several  distinctions  of,  explained,  23,  i.  a  table  of 
24,  i. 

Clive,  Colonel  his  successful  operations  in  the  East-Indies,  329,  i. 

Clove  islands,  144,  ii. 

Cochin  China,  its  extent  and  inhabitants,  91,  ii. 

Cochineal,  its  nature  and  uses  explained,  586,  ii. 

Cocoa  trees,  great  profit  made  of  them  in  South  America,  586,  ii. 

Cologne,  the  elector  of,  his  dominions,  464,  i. 

Columbia  college,  state  of  New  York,  406,  ii. 

Columbkill,  one  of  the  western  islands  of  Scotland,  remains  of 
antiquity  there,  176,  i. 

Columbus,  Christopher,  his  expedition  for  the  discovery  of  a  new 
track  to  India,  64,  i.  and  206,  ii.  Discovers  one  of  the  Bahama 
islands,  207.  His  second  voyage,  ibid;  his  third,  ibid;  his  ill 
treatment  and  death,  209. 


Vol.  II. 


*['•']* 


Colures,  solstitial  and  equinoctial  distinguished,  22,  ii. 

Comets,  their  relation  to  our  solar  system,  14,  i. 

Commerce,  the  ancient,  an  enquiry  into  its  nature,  42,  i. 

Comora  islands,  an  account  of,  200,  ii. 

Concord  in  Massachusetts,  military  stores  destroyed  at,  by  th« 
British,  253.  ii. 

Congress,  an  American,  meet  at  New  York,  249,  ii.  Appoint 
general  Washington  commander  in  chief  of  their  forces,  254, 
declare  the  American  states  to  be  independent,  ibid. 

Connaught  in  Ireland,  its  divisions,  357,  i. 

Connecticut  river,  327,  ii. 

Connecticut,  state  of,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  380,  ii. 
divisions  into  counties  and  townships,  381 ;  rivers,  ibid ;  har- 
bours, 382;  climate,  soil  and  productions,  383;  trade  and  manu- 
factures, ibid;  the  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  character, 
384;  religion,  385;  chief  towns,  ibid;  colleges,  academies  and 
schools,  386-  minerals  and  fossils,  387;  mode  of  levying  taxes, 
ibid;  constitution  and  courts  of  justice,  388. 

Constable,  the  nature  of  that  office  in  England,  270,  i. 

Constantina,  in  Barbary,  166,  ii. 

Constantinople,  the  capital  of  the  Turkish  empire,  described,  26,  ii. 

Constellations,  by  whom  first  observed,  and  their  number,  17,  i. 

Constitution,  the  federal,  an  account  of,  289,  ii. 

Continent  defined,  35,  i. 

Convention,  the  Irish,  their  proceedings,  407,  i. 

Convention,  the  federal,  meet  at  Philadelphia,  287,  ii. 

Convention,  the  national  of  France,  meet,  669,  ii.  decree  the  abo- 
lition of  royalty,  ibid. 

Convicts,  English,  sent  to  New  He  Hand,  639,  ii. 

Cook,  captain,  his  account  of  the  Island  Otaheite,  631,  ii.  of  the 
Society  islands,  633  ;  of  the  Friendly  islands,  635  ;  summary  view 
of  his  southern  discoveries,  633,  note  ;  his  death  and  character, 
643. 

Copenhagen,  the  capital  of  Denmark,  93,  i. 

Copernicus,  the  reviver  of  the  Pythagorean  astronomy,  18,  i. 

Copper  mine  river,  232,  ii. 

Coptics  of  Egypt,  their  manners  and  customs.  154,  ii. 

Cordilleras,  high  mouutains  in  America,  225,  ii. 

Cork,  the  city  of,  in  Ireland,  380,  i. 

Cornwallis  surrenders  his  army,  338,  i.  and  273,  ii. 

Cossacs,  Russian,  148,  i, 

Coromandel,  coast  of,  in  India,  119,  ii. 

Corsica,  an  account  of  the  island  of,  558,  i.  forms  a  new  consfi* 
tution  and  elects  George  III.  as  its  sovereign,  688,  ii. 

Cortes,  Ferdinanclo,  his  conquest  of  Mexico,  210,  ii. 

Cotton  tree,  an  account  of,  63,  ii. 

Coventry  city  in  England,  249,  i. 

Cowpens,  battle  of,  269,  ii. 

Cracow,  the  ancient  capital  of  Poland,  7,  ii. 

Creek  Indians,  557,  ii. 

Cressy,  battle  of,  between  Edward  prince  of  Wales,  and  John 
king  of  France,  293,  i. 

Crim  Tartary,  or  the  Crimea,  described,  28,  ii. 

Croatia,  a  general  account  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  498,  i. 

Crocodile,  the  Egyptian,  described,  153,  ii. 

Croix,  St.  the  island  of,  described,  627,  ii. 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  the  steps  which  he  took  to  obtain  the  sovereign 
power,  313,  i.  review  or  his  administration  as  Protector,  314. 

Cromwell,  Richard,  succeeds  his  father  as  protector,  but  is  soon 
set  aside,  315,  i. 

Crown  Point  Fort,  an  account  of,  409,  ii. 

Crusades,  the  advantages  resulting  from  them,  59,  i. 

Cuba,  the  island  of,  its  situation,  extent  and  productions,  617,  ii. 

Culdees,  the  ancient  Scotch  clergy,  an  account  of  them,  189,  i. 

Culloden,  the  battle  of,  between  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  and  the 
young  Pretender,  218,  i. 

Cumberland,  William,  duke  of,  his  operations  in  Flanders  frus- 
trated by  the  bad  conduct  of  the  allies,  327,  i;  defeats  the  Scots 
rebels  at  Culloden,  ibid;  is  forced  to  lay  down  his  arms  in  Han- 
over, 330 

Cumberland  river,  in  Connecticut,  570,  ii. 

Currents,  an  account  of,  38,  i. 

Currassou,  the  island  of,  its  situation,  trade  and  commerce,  626,  ii. 

Curdistan,  a  Turkish  province,  45,  ii. 

Curling,  a  popular  Scotch  diversion  on  the  ice,  187,  i. 

Cusco,  the  ancient  capital  of  Peru,  593,  ii. 

Custine,  general,  his  victories,  673,  ii.  tried  and  beheaded,  679. 

Cyclades,  Grecian  Islands,  so  called,  33,  ii. 

Cyprus,  the  island  of,  described,  35,  ii. 

Czar,  the  title  of,  when  first  assumed  by  the  Russian  sovereign, 160,  i. 
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DALECALIANS,  their  character,  119,  i." 

Dalmatia,  Hungarian,  499,  i. 

Dalfon,  the  Austrian  general,  his  barbarous  conduct,  432,  i.. 

Damascus  city,  its  trade  and  comir.erce,  46,  ii. 

Damietta,  a  city  in  Egypt,  159,  ii. 

Damon,  a  leader  of  the  French  Convention,  and  his  party  be- 
headed, 635,  ii. 

Dantzic,  a  description  of  that  city,  8,  ii. 

Danube  river,  495,  i. 

Darien,  the  isthmus  of,  589,"  ii. 

David  I.  king  of  Scotland,  one  of  the  greatest  princes  in  his  age, 
209,  i. 

David,  the  last  independent  prince  of  Wales,  hanged  by  king  Ed- 
ward 1st  of  England,  351,  i. 

Debt,  National  of  the  British  government,  an  account  of,  274,  i. 

Decan,  an  account  of  that  country  and  of  the  provinces  it  con- 
tains, 121,  ii. 

Degrees,  geographical,  explained,  22,  i. 

Delaware  river,  395,  ii.  and  430. 

Delaware,  state  of,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  456,  ii ; 
divisions  into  counties,  ibid;  rivers  and  creeks,  ibid;  public  im- 
provements, 457;  face  of  the  country,  soil  and  productions, 
ibid;  chief  towns,  458;  an  account  of  Wilmington,  459;  of  Do- 
ver, 460 ;  trade  and  manufactures,  461 ;  religion,  462 ;  constitu- 
tion, ibid;   history,  463. 

Delhi,  the  capital  of  Indostan,  95,  ii. 

Delos  island.  33,  ii. 

Deluge,  general,  its  causes  and  effects,  40,  i. 

Demetrius,  czar  of  Russia,  the  several  pretenders  who  personated 
him.  160,  i. 

Denmark,  situation  and  dimensions  of  the  several  countries  com- 
posing that  kingdom,  "8,  ii;  Greenland,  east  and  west,  79; 
Iceland,  80  ;  Farroor  Ferro  islands,  84;  Norway,  85;  Denmark 
proper,  or  Jutland,  its  boundaries  or  divisions,  91 ;  climate,  soil 
and  agriculture,  ibid ;  animals,  92  ;  population,  manners  and  cus- 
toms, ibid;  religion,  language  and  learning,  93  ;  cities  and  build- 
ings, ibid;  commerce,  94;  natural  and  artificial  curiosities,  95; 
civil  constitution,  government  and  laws,  96;  the  king  rendered 
absolute,  97;  punishments,  98;  political  and  natural  interests 
of  Denmark,  ibid;  revenues,  ibid;  army  and  navy,  99;  orders 
of  knighthood,  100,-  history  of,  ibid;  Danish  dominions  in  Ger- 
many, 106;   Lapland,  ibid. 

Derbent,  a  city  in  Tartary,  60,  ii. 

Deseada  island,  625,  ii. 

Descartes,  the  philosopher,  his  character,  653,  ii. 

D'Estaign,  Count,  assists  the  Americans,  263,  ii. 

Dettingen,  battle  of,  between  the  French  and  English,  326,  i. 

Devil's  Arse,  a  hideous  cavern  in  England,  246,  i. 

Den,  a  remarkable  cavern  in  New-Hampshire,  347,  ii. 

Diet  of  Germany,  its  constitution  explained,  449,  i. 

Dickinson  College,  443,  ii. 

Dissenters,  the  English,  an  account  of,  237,  i. 

Dissidents  of  Poland,  some  account  of  them,  16,  ii. 

Doomsday-book,  a  valuation  of  all  the  lands  in  England,  compiled 
by  William  the  conqueror,  287,  i. 

Dominica  island,  its  situation  and  productions,  615,  ii. 

Domingo,  St.  see  Nispciiola. 

•Den  or  Tanais  river,  144,  i. 

Dover,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  460,  ii. 

Draco,  the  Athenian  legislator,  the  severity  of  his  laws  destruc- 
tive of  their  efficacy,  46,  i. 

Dresden,  in  Saxony,  an  account  of  tnat  city,  463,  i. 

Dress,  an  attempt  made  by  the  Spanish  king  to  change  that  of  his 
subjects,  523,  i. 

■Druidical  antiquities  in  Scotland,  175,  i.     In  Wales,  350. 

Dubim,  the  metropolis  of  Ireland,  its  magnitude  and  population, 
377,  i-     Its  public  buildings,  378. 

Dumouricr  deserts  the  French  cause,  677,  ii.  Publishes  memoirs 
of  his  life,  ibid. 

Dunkirk  sold  to  France  by  Charles  II.  of  England,  316,  L  An 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  take  it  by  trre  British,  679,  ii. 

Dutch  people,  their  manners  and  customs  described,  414,  i. 

Duties  laid  on  goods  imported  into  America  from  Britain,  by  the 
British  parliament,  248,  ii. 

Dykes,  in  Holland,  their  immense  size,  418,  i. 

EARTH,  tow  considered  by  the  ancients,  11,  i.  Its  special  figure 
determined,  12;  its  motion,  ibid;  its  poles,  what,  19;  its  ra- 
mi il  divisions,  34;  computation  of  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
g5,  now. 

Eaitlndia  Company  of  Sweden,  123,  i. 


East  India  companv  the  British,  an  historical  account  of,  255,  "i. 

Du'rch,  417,  i. 

East  Indies,  the  naval  passage  to,  first  discovered  by  the  Portuguese, 
64,  i. 

Ecclesiastical  state  in  Italy,  an  account  of  the,  554,  i. 

Ecliptic,  described,  22,  ii.     Its  signs,  ibid. 

Ederjron,  North  Carolina',  515,  ii. 

Edinburgh,  the  capital  cf  Scotland,  196,  i. 

Edward  the  Confessor,  his  character,  286,  i. 

Edward  I.  king  of  England,  his  conduct  relative  to  the  pretensions 
of  John  Baliol  and  Robert  Bruce  to  the  crown  of  Scotland, 
209,  i. 

II.  king  of  England ;  his  weak  and  inglorious  reign,  292,  i. 

III.  king  of  England  assumes  the  title  of  king  of  France, 

29o,  i.  brings  the  woolen  manufacture  over  from  Flanders,  2S4,  i. 

— — —  IV.  king  of  England,  his  troublesome  reign,  299,  i.. 

V.  of  Englauid  and  his  brother  supposed  to  be  murdered  in 

the  tower  by  Richard  duke  of  Gloucester,  299,   i. 

VI.  of  England,  progress  of  the  reformation  in  his  reign, 

303,  i. 

Egbert,  the  Saxon  hierarchy  united  by  him  under  the  name  oi  En- 
gland, 284,  i. 

Egypt,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  152,  ii.  divisions  and 
chief  towns,  ibid,  air,  soil  and  produce,  ibid,  animals,  153  ;  the 
inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs,  154 ;  language  and 
learning,  155;  curiosities  and  .antiquities,  Hid.  cities  and  public 
buildings,  157  ;  marbleqnarries,  159  ;  manufactures  and  commerce, 
160;  constitution  and  government,  ibid,  revenues  and  military 
strength,  161 ;  history,  ibid. 

Elbe  river,  485,   i. 

Elclen-Hole,  in  Derbyshire,  Eng'and,  246,  i. 

Electoral  princes  of  Germany  and  their  dominions,  461,  i. 

Elephanta,  an  extraordinary  temple  on  that  island,  122,  ii. 

Elephants,  the  method  of  hunting  in  Ab  ssinia,    176,  ii. 

Elizabeth,  empress  of  Russia,  her  Character,  165,  i 

Elizabeth,  queen  of  England,  her  politic  and  prosperous  adminis* 
tration  of  government,  305,  i.  defeats  the  Spanish  Armada,  ibid. 
her  character,  306. 

Elizabeth-town,  New  Jersey,  an  account  of,  426,  ii. 

Elk,  a  description'bf  that  animal,  237,  ii. 

Eloquence  of  the  American  Indians,  220,  ii.  note. 

Embargo  laid  by  Congress,  305,  ii. 

Encyclopedia,  French,  its  character,  653,  ii. 

England,  its  extent  and  situation,  219,  i.  derivation  of  its  name  and 
its  ancient  divisions,  ibid,  present  division  into  counties,  221 ;  re- 
presentatives in  parliament,  224 ;  soil  and  seasons,  ibid,  mountains, 
225 ;  rivers  and  lakes,  226;  forests,  metals  and  minerals,  227  ; 
vegetable  and  animal  productions,  228;  the  inhabitants,  their 
manners  and  customs,  229  ;  their  dress,  236  ;  religion  and  eccle- 
siastical government,  ibid,  language  and  learning,  240  ;  universi- 
ties, 243;  antiquities  and  curiosities,  238;  description  of  London, 
246;  commerce  and  manufactures,  249  ;  public  funds,  254;  tra- 
ding companies,  255 .  constitution  and  laws  of  England,  262,  the 
power  of  the  king,  263  ;  nature  and  antiquity  of  parliament, 
265;  the  people  not  equally  represented,  ibid;  methodof  enacting 
laws,  267;  courts  of  law,  26S;  punishments,  271;  revenue  and 
taxes,  fcc.  272;  national  debt,  274;  sinking  fund,  275;  civil  list, 
276;  military  and  marine  strength,  277;  coins,  280;  royal  ti- 
tles and  orders  of  knighthood,  ibid,  history  of  England,  281. 

England,  New,  see  Kew  Kngland. 

Equator  described,  21,  i. 

Erie,  lake,  235,  ii. 

Ermine,  described,  87,  i. 

Escurial,  a  royal  palace  in  Spain,  513,  i. 

Esquire,  the  meaning  and  derivation  of  that  title  In  Britain,  280,  }. 

Esseck,  a  remarkable  town  in  Croatia,  493,  i. 

Essequebo  river,  in  South  America,   601,  ii. 

Etna,  see  JEtna. 

Europe,  its  extent  in  proportion  to  the  other  habitable  parts  of  the 
globe.  73,  i.  its  different  forms  of  government,  ibid,  the  differ- 
ent religions  of,  74,  i  the  different  languages,  ibid,  species  of 
organized  bodies  less  numerous  than  in  the  other  pans  of  the 
globe,  ibid,  public  revenue  of  the  principal  sla  es  of,  ibid  land 
and  naval  forces  of,  75 ;  comparative  view  of  leTritory  occupied 
bv  a  proportion  of  adherents  to  the  Roman  catholic  and  protes- 
tant  religions,  76;  the  progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences  greater 
in  Europe  than  in  the  other  parts  of  the  glnbe  and  the  causes 
thereof,  ibid,  the  state>  of  Europe  c-msidered  with  respect  to 
their  intrinsic  power  and  influence  abroad,  ibid,  grand  divisions 
of  Europe,  77  ;  the  principal  islands  in,  78. 
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Eustatia,  St.  the  island  of,  taken  by  admiral  Rodney,  338,  i.  ao 

count  of  it,  625,  ii. 
Eutaw  springs,  the  battle  of,  270,  ii. 
Exeter  city,  248,  i. 
Exports,    a   table   of  the  goods,    &c.    exported  from   the  United 

States,  310,  ii. 
FAMILY  compact  between  the  king  of  France  and  Spain,  320,  i. 
Favetteville,  North  Carolina,  517,  ii. 
Ferdinand  I.  emperor  of  Germany,  his  character,  474,  i. 
Ferdinand  II.  emperor  of  Germany,  his  contests  with  the  protest- 
ant  princes,  475,  i. 
Feudal  system,  its  nature' explained,  58,  i. 

abolished  in  France,  671,  ii. 

Fez,  its  situation  and  boundaries,  162,  ii. 
Fingal's  save,  in  the  island  of  Staffa,  177,  i. 
Finland,  its  divisions,  113,  i. 

Finns,  the  tribes  of,  150,  i. 

Flanders,  see  Netherlands. 

Florence,  the  capital  of  Tuscany,  552,  i. 

Florida,  East  and  West,  itssituation,  extent  and  boundaries,  580,  i. 
'     air,  and  climate,  ibid,  soil,   productions,  and  face  of  the  coun- 
try, 581;  population  and  chief  towns,  ibid,  history,  582. 

Flota,  the  Spanish,  the  nature  of  the  traffic  carried  on  by,  587,  ii. 

Fonchal,  the  capital  of  Madeira,  2C4,  ii. 

Fontenoy,  battle  of,  between  the  French  and  British,  327,  i. 

Formosa  island,  account  of,  143,  ii. 

Fox  islands  discovered  by  the  Russians,  628,  ii 

France,  its  extent,  situation  and  boundaries,  645,  ii.  divisions  into 
departments,  ibid,  soil  and  water,  647  ;  mountains,  rivers,  and 
lakes,  ibid  mineral  waters  and  remarkable  springs,  648 ;  me- 
tals and  minerals,  ibid,  vegetable  and  animal  productions,  ibid. 
forests  and  vineyards,  ibid,  the  people,  their  manners,  and  cus- 
toms, 649;  religion,  650;  language  and  learning,  651;  univer- 
sities and  public  colleges,  653  ;  academies,  ibid,  antiquities ;  and 
curiosities,  654;  cities  and  towns,  ibid,  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures, 656;  public  trading  companies,.  657  ;  constitution  and  go- 
vernment, ibid,  revenues,  661;  military  and  marine  strength, 
ibid,  foreign  and  colony  trade,  662  ;  French  calendar,  663  ;  his- 
tory, 664. 

Franconia,  circle  of,  its  division  into  provinces,  437,  ii, 

Frankfort,  on  the  Maine,  an  account  of,  471,  i. 

Frankford  the  capital  of  Kentucky,  569,  ii. 

Franklin,  Dr.  his  examination  before  the  British  parliament,  249,  ii. 
his  conduct  with  respect  to  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Britain, 
320,  ii. 

Franklin  College,  443,  ii. 

Frederic  III.  king  of  Prussia,  his  military  exploits,  477,  i.  his  cha- 
racter as  a  writer,  486;  his  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  his 
country,  490 

Frederic-town,  in  Maryland,  470,  ii. 

Frenchmen,  expelled  the  Spanish  dominions,  524,  i. 

Friburgh,  account  of  a  curious  hermitage  in  its  neighbourhood, 
568,  i. 

Friendly  Islands  described,  634,  ii. 

Froissart,  the  French  writer,  his  character,  652,  ii. 

Funds,  the  British,  account  of,  274,  i. 

Fund,  Sinking,  nature  of  the,  275,  i. 

Funeral  ceremonies  of  the  Norwegians,  90,  i ;  of  the  Russians, 
246;  ot  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  187;  of  Sicily,  557;  of  the 
Chinese,  67,  it ;  of  the  Persians,  129 ;  of  the  Turks,  40  ;  of  the 
American  Indians,  223. 

GALLONS,  the  nature  of  the  traffic  carried  on  by  the,  587,  ii. 

Galileo,  obliged  to  renounce  the  Copernican  system,  18,  i. 

Gambia  river,   149,  ii. 

Ganges,  a  river  in  India,  94,  ii. 

Garonne,  647,  ii. 

Gates,  general,  captures  Burgoyne  and  all  his  army,  256,  ii. 

Gemappcs,  the  battle  of,  673,  ii. 

Genet,  the  French  minister,  bis  arrival  in  America,  294,  ii ;  dis- 
putes with  the  president,  '295  ;  is  recalled,  298,  note. 

Geneva,  the  republic  and  city,  551,  i. 

Genoa,  the  republic  of,  account  of,  and  character  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, 551,  i. 

Gentoos,  in  the  East  Indies,  their  tribes  and  casts,  79,  ii.  their  re- 
ligion, 80  ;  their  manners,  .customs,  and  dress,  81 ;  their  com- 
plexion, ibid. 

George,  prince  of  Denmark,  high  admiral  of  England,  321,  i. 

George  I.  king  of  ErUain,  the  beginning  of  his  reign  disturbed 
by  rebellion  ard  other  commotions,  323,  i ;  involves  Britain  great- 
ly by  his  continental  connexions,  ibid. 


George  II.  king  of  Britain,  his  conduct  with  respect  to  his  minis- 
ter, Sir  Robert  Walpole,  326,  i ;  his  conduct  at  the  battle  of 
Dettingeii,  326  :  his  death,  332. 

.  III.   becomes  king  of  Britain,  332,  i ;   becomes  insane, 

346. 

Georgia,  or  Gurgistan,  a  Turkish  province,  45,  ii. 

Georgia,  s'ate  of,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  546,  ii; 
rivers,  547  ;  face  of  the  country,  soil,  and  productions,  548, 
climate,  and  its  effects,  550;  principal  towns,  551:  commerce, 
552  ;  the  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs,  553  ;  reli/ 
gion  and  literature,  554;  curiosities,  555;  constitution,  556; 
administration  of  justice,  557 ;  history,  558. 

Germany,  its  situation,  extent,  and  divisions,  435,  i;  derivation  of 
the  name,  ibid;  mountains,  rivers  and  lakes,  443  ;  soil  and  cli- 
mate, ibid  1  animal  and  vegetable  productions,  441;  metals  and 
minerals,  445;  population,  ibid;  language,  446;  constitution, 
447;  emperor  and  electors,  ibid;  supreme  court  of  judicature, 
449;  religion,  ibid;  manners  and  customs  of  the  inhabitants, 
451 ;  learning  and  learned  men,  453  ;  universities,  455  ;  manu- 
factures and  commerce,  456;  revenues  and  military  strength, 
457;  antiquities  and  curiosities,  459;  imperial  titles,  &c.  460; 
dominions  of  the  house  of  Austria,  ibid;  coins  and  monies  of 
account,  472  ;  history,   -To. 

Giant's  causeway  in  Staffa,  one  of  the  Hebrides,  177,  i;  in  Ireland, 
361. 

Gibraltar,  taken  by  the  Britsh  under  sir  George  Rooke,  321,  i.  ac- 
count cf  the  current  at  the  mouth  of  the  straits,  502 ;  of  the  siege 
by  the  French  and  Spaniards,  522. 

Ginseng  in  great  demand  in  China,  64,  ii. 

Glaciers,  in  Switzerland  and'  Savoy,  564,  i. 

Glasgow  city,  a  description  of,  196,  i. 

Glencoe,  the  massacre  at,  by  order  of  king  William,  216,  i. 

Globe,  the  doctrine  of,  20,  i.  Circles  of,  21.  Problems  performed 
by,  26 

Gloucester,  city  of,  in  England,  248,  1. 

Goa,  the  city  and  island  of,  122,  ii. 

Goff,  a  favourite  amusement  among  the  Scotch,  187,  i. 

Golconda,  the  kingdom  of,  120,  ii. 

Gondar,  the  metropolis  of  Abyssinia,  182,  ii. 

Good  Hope,  Cape  of,  189,  i. 

Gordon,  lord  George,  his  tumultuous  procession  to  present  the  pe- 
tition of  the  protestant  association,  335,  i.  followed  by  the  most 
daring  riots,  336  ;  he  is  tried  and  acquitted,  ibid,  see  note. 

Goree  Island,  account  of,  203,  ii. 

Goths,  the  barbarity  which  overspread  all  Europe  when  overrun  by 
them,  57,  i. 

Gothland,  its  divisions,  113,  i. 

Gottingen,  the  university  of,  455,  i. 

Graham's  Dyke,  in  Scotland,  189,  i. 

Granada,  in  Spain,  515,  i. 

Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  their  situation  and  productions, 
615,  ii. 

Gravity,  the  general  law  of  nature,  14,  i. 

Grecian  islands,  a  list  of  the,  78,  i. 

^— —  account  of,  32,  ii. 

empire  overturned  by  the  Turks,  51,  ii. 

Greece,  ancient,  its  history,  53,  i. 

Greek  church,  its  distinguishing  tenets,  153,  i. 

Green  mountains  in  Vermont,  329,  ii. 

Greenland,  East  and  West,  their  situation,  79,  i.  inhabitants, 
their  manners  and  customs,  ibid,  method  of  taking  whales  there, 
80. 

Grodno,  the  capital  of  Lithuania,  7,  ii. 

Guadaloupe,  island  of,  624,  ii. 

Guelphs  and  Gibbelines,  facions  of,  in  Germany,  473,  i. 

Guernsey,  island  of,  described  355,  i. 

Guiana,  see  Surinam. 

Guinea,  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  English  on  the  coast  of,  190,  ii. 

Guinea,  New,  in  the  southern  ocean,  641,  ii. 

Gulf  stream,  38,  ii. 

Gunpowder  plot  in  England,  308,  i. 

Gustavus  III.  king  of  Sweden,  the  means  by  which  he  altered  the 
constitution  of  government,  132,  i.  his  character,  136;  his  war 
with  Russia,  137.  killed  by  captain  Ankerstrom,.138. 

Gustavus  Adolphus  king  of  Sweden,  his  character  and  military  ex- 
ploits, 125.  i.     Killed  at  the  battle  of  Lutzen,  475. 

Gustavus  Vasa,  how  he  acquired  the  Crown  of  Sweden,  134,  i. 

Guzeral,  province  in  India,  121,  ii. 

Gypsies,  account  of  the,  495,  i. 

HAGUE,  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  Provinces,  415,  i. 

Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  243,  ii. 
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Hamburgh,  the  city  of,  106,  !. 

Hampshire,  New,  see  New- Hampshire. 

Hannibal,  the  Carthaginian  general,  his  enmity  to  the  Romans, 

and  wars  against  them,  32,  i. 
Hanover,  the  politics  of  Britain,  under  George  I.  influenced  by  a 
regard  to  the  interest  of  that  electorate,  323,  i.    Divisions  of  the 
electorate,  463  ;  account  of  the  city,  ibid. 
Hanseatic  league,  its  origin,  59,  i. 
Hastings,  battle  of,  between   William,  Duke  of  Normandv,  and 

Harold,  286,  i. 
Hastings,  Warren,  governor-general  of  Bengal,  impeached,  345,  i. 
Hats  and  Caps,  political  parties  in  Sweden,  account  of,  132,  i. 
Havannah,  the  capital  of  Cuba,  617,  ii. 

Hebrides,  their  situation,  172,  i.  Population  and  manners  of  the 
inhabitants,  173 ;  their  pretensions  to  the  second  sight,  174 ;  their 
language  not  the  pure  Celtic,  ibid ;  soil,  mines  and  quarries,  ibid; 
trade  and  manufactures,  175;  remains  of  antiquities,  ibid;  St. 
Columbkill,  176;  Fingal's  cave  in  the  island  of  Stafi'a,  177. 
Hebrides,  New,  description  of  the,  636,  ii. 
Hecla,  Mount,  in  Iceland,  83,  i. 

Hegira,  the  epoch  of  the  Mahometans,  when  it  commenced,  142,  ii. 
Helena,  St.  the  island  of,  201,  ii. 
Hengist  and  Horsa,  their  arrival   and  establishment  in  Britain, 

284,  i. 
Henry  I.  of  England,  principal  events  of  his  reign,  288,  i. 

II.  of  England,  surnamed  Plantagenet,  a  detail  of  his  many 

political  regulations,  289,  i. 

III.  of  England,  his  inglorious  reign,  209,  i. 

IV.  of  England,    review   of  the  transactions  of  his  reign, 

297,  i. 

■ V.  of  England,  makes  a  triumphal  entry  into  Paris,  296,  i. 

marries  the  princess  Catharine,  ibid. 

VI.   of  England,    his  unsuccessful  and    troublesome  reign, 

297.  i. 
— —  VII.  of  England,  by  marriage  puts  an  end  to  the  contests  be- 
tween the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  300,  i. 
— —  VIII.  of  England,  the  prosperous  commencement  of  his  reign, 
302,  i.   how  he  obtained  the  title  of  defender  of  the  faiih,  ibid; 
renounced  the  papal  authority,  ibid;  a  review  of  his  conduct  and 
reign,  303. 
Heptarchy,  Saxon,  in  England,  table  of,  220,  i.   brief  history  of, 

284 ;  united  under  Egbert,  ibid. 
Herbertists,  the,  a  party  in  the  French  convention,  executed,  633,  ii. 
Herculaneum,  late  discoveries  made  respecting  that  city,  536,  i. 
Hercules'  pillars,  the  mountains  so  called,  501,  i. 
Herriot's  hospital,  at  Edinburgh,  194,  i. 
Herschell,  planet,  account  of,  13,  i. 

Hermitage,  a  curious  one  near  Friburg,  in  Switzerland,  568,  i. 
Herrings,  their  course  from  the  Northern  seas,  88,  i.     Fishery  of, 

in  Scotland,  20,  i. 
Hesse,  the  Landgraves  of,  their  dominions,  465. 
lie;  dukes,  in  Hungary,  their  character,  495,  ii. 
Highlanders  of  Scotland,  their  character,  185,  i.  their  dress,  187. 
Hindoos,  the  religious  system  of  the,  79,  ii. 

Hispaniola  discovered  by  Cclumbus,  203,  ii.  its  situation  and  ex- 
tent, 617;    depopulated  by  the   avarice  of  the  Spaniards,  618; 
its  present  papulation,  ibi.i.  manufactures  and  trade,  ibid,  insur- 
rection ot  the  negroes  there,  619. 
Holland,  province  of,  its  subdivisions  and  chief  towns,  412,  i. 
Holland,  New,  the  largest  island  in  the  world,  637,  ii.     Port  Jack- 
son and  Botany  Bay,  account  of,  638. 
Hnlstein,  the  duchy  of,  ceded  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  106,  i. 
H'.l-rocdhouse,  the  palace  of  the  Scots'  kings  at  Edinburgh,  193,  i. 
Horizon,  sensible  and  rational,  what,  21,  i. 
Horses,  those  of  Andalusia  in  Spain  much  celebrated,  503.  i.  those 

of  Turkey  and  Arabia  the  most  valuable  in  the  world,  38,  ii. 
Hottentots,  description  of  their  manners,  191,  ii. 
Hour  circle  on  the  globe  described   26,  ii. 
Horisatomck  river.  Connecticut,  381,  ii. 
Houchard,  the  French  general,  beheaded,  679,  ii. 
Howe,  admiral,  defeats  the  French  fleet,  688,  ii. 
Hudson's  bay  company,  their  trade,  233,  ii. 
Hudson's  river,  393,  ii. 
Hudson  city,  402,  ii. 

Hungary,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  493,  i.  air,  soil, 
and  productions",  494;  the  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  cus- 
toms, ibid,  religion  and  language,  495  ;  universities,  antiquities, 
and  curiosities,  ibid,  cities,  towns,  Sec.  ibid,  constitution,  and 
government,  496;  military  strength,  ibid,  coins,  ibid,  history, 
ibid. 


Huns  give  name  to  Hungary,  496,  i. 

Huron  lake,  235,  ii. 

Hussars  of  Hungary,  character  of  these  troops,  49?",  i.  of  those  of 

Poland,  13,  ii. 
Hussiiies,  a  religious  sect  in  Bohemia,  493,  i. 
Hyder  Ali,  his  transactions  in  India,  99,  ii. 

JAGO,  St.  island  of,  203,  ii. 

Jamaica,  its  situation  and  extent,  609,  ii.  face  of  the  country  and 
seasons,  ibid,  its  chief  productions,  ibid,  its  prosperity  not  so 
great  as  formerly,  and  why,  610 ;  chief  towns,  612  ;  cruel  treat- 
ment of  the  negroes  there,  ibid;  its  imports  and  exports,  613. 

James  I.  king  of  Scotland,  the  advantages  he  received  from  his 
imprisonment  in  England,  212,  i. 

James  I.  king  of  England,  his  literary  character,  308,  i ;  a  review  of 
his  political  conduct,  399. 

James  II  king  of  England,  his  bigotry  and  rash  measures,  313,  i. 
leaves  the  kingdom,  and  is  succeeded  by  king  William,  ibid. 

James  River,  Virginia,  484,  ii. 

Janizaries  of  the  Turkish  empire,  account  of.  49,  ii. 

Japan,  situation  of  that  empire,  an  account  of  its  inhabitants,  their, 
manners  and  customs,  142,  ii. 

Java,  island,  account  of,  147,  ii. 

Ibis  of  Egypt,  deified,  153,  ii. 

Iceland,  its  situation  and  extent,  80,  i.  the  inhabitants,  their  man- 
ners  and  customs,  81 ;  religion,  language  and  learning,  8-1 ; 
mountains,  volcanoes,  and  curiosities,  83 ;  trade  and  revenue, 
84. 

Ada  mount,  its  present  appearance,  35,  ii. 

Idiots,  great  numbers  of,  in  some  parts  of  Switzerland,  567,  i. 

Jersey  Island,  its  situation  and  description,  354,  i. 

Jerusalem,  character  of  the  antiquities  pretended  to  be  shown  there, 
44,  ii. 

Jesuits  establish  their  government  in  Paraguay,  532,  i.  and  595,  ii. 
are  expelled  from  Portugal,  532,  i. 

Jews,  great  promoters  of  learning  in  Spain,  under  the  Moorish 
kings,  509,  i. 

Ildefonso,  St.  the  palace  and  gardens  of,  described,  513,  i. 

Imperial  council  of  the  German  empire,  449,  i. 

India  in  general,  situation  and  boundaries  of,  78,  ii.  Divisions^ 
ibid.  Population  and  inhabitants,  79.  Religion,  80.  Customs 
and  dress,  81.  Their  Pagodas  or  temples  described,  82.  The 
consequences  of  their  early  marriages,  ibid.  Constitution  and 
form  of  government,  83.  Their  laws  and  judicial  proceedings, 
84,  state  of  learning,  85.     Commerce,  ibid. 

India,  peninsula  of,  beyond  the  Ganges,  its  situation,  extent  and 
boundaries,  87,  ii.  Divisions,  ibid.  Name,  ibid.  Air  and  climate, 
ibid,  mountains  and  rivers,  ibid,  bays  and  capes,  88 ;  Soil  and 
productions,  ibid.  The  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs, 
Hid.  language  and  learned  men,  89,  manufactures  and  commerce, 
ibid,  constitution  and  government,  ibid. 

India,  within  the  Ganges,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries, 
91,  ii.  divisions,  92;  the  British  dominions  there,  ibid,  air  and 
seasons,  93 ;  mountains,  94  ;  seas  and  bays,  ibid,  the  inhabi- 
tants and  their  manners,  ibid,  commerce,  95 ;  provinces  and 
cities,  ibid,  administration  of  the  East  India  company  there,  97; 
their  horrid  cruelties  towards  the  natives,  98 ;  population  of, 
109;  history,  ibid. 

India,  the  Peninsula  of,  within  the  Ganges,  its  divisions,  118,  ii.  ri- 
vers, ibid,  climate  and  productions,  119;  provinces  and  cities,  ' 
ibid.  British  possessions,  123;  territories 'of  the  British  allies,  124. 

Indian  islands,  their  inhabitants  and  manners,  142,  ii.  their  trade, 
143. 

Indiana  territory,  account  of,  579,  ii. 

Indians,  North  America,  their  mode  of  life,  216,  ii.  their  manner 
of  making  war,  217;  horrid  treatment  of  prisoners,   220;  fu- 
neral ceremonies,  223. 
Indies,  West,  discovered,  207,  ii.  general  remarks  on  the  climate 
and  seasons,  607;  sugar  the  staple  commodity,  ibid;  great  la- 
bour and  hazard  of  managing  a  plantation,  608,  mode  of  sub- 
sisting negroes,  Hud. 
Indigo,  manufactured  in  South  Carolina,  5-10,  ii. 
Indostan,  see  India. 
Indus,  a  river  in  India,  94,  ii. 
Inoculation  practised  in  Massachusetts,  371,  ii. 
Insurrection  of  Shays  in  Massachusetts,  2S2,  ii. 

against  the  excise,  332,  ii.  suppressed,  455. 

John,  King  of  England,  signs  the  deed  called  Magna  Charia,  291,  i. 
Joppa,  the  city  of,  46,  ii. 
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Joseph  I.  emperor  of  Germany,  his  character  and  political  views, 
476,  i. 

II.  emperorof  Germany,  his  wisdom  as  a  legislator,  482, 

i.  his  character  as  a  warrior,  483. 

Ireland,  its  situation,  boundaries,  and  extent,  355,  i.  divisions, 
356;  climate  and  face  of  the  country,  357;  rivers,  harbours, 
and  lakes,  ibid,  mountains,  caves,  and  glens,  359 ;  forests, 
360;  vegetable  and  animal  productions,  ibid,  metals,  mineral 
and  medicinal  waters,  ibid,  antiquities,  361 ;  Its  population, 
ibid,  language,  362;  fisheries,  36,'f ;  learning  and  learned  men, 
ibid,  university,  S64  ;  inland  navigation,  365  ;  character  and 
manners,  ibid,  religion,  368;  constitution  and  laws,  ibid. 
trade  and  manufactures,  370  ;  military  strength,  377  ;  cities, 
public  edifices,  &c.  ibid,  national  debt,  381  ;  history,  382. 

Ireland,  New,  641,  ii. 

Irishmen,  the  united,  their  exertions  to  obtain  a  parliamentary 
reform,  411,  i. 

Island,  a  new  one  risen  near  Iceland,  80,  i. 

Islands,  European,  table  of,  78,  i.  of  Scotland,  172  ;  of  Greece, 
78  i  Asiatic,  37,  ii.  Indian,  142  j  African,  199  ;  West  India, 
606. 

Ispahan,  the  metropolis  of  Persia,  described,  132,  ii. 

Isthmus,  defined,  35,  i. 

Italy,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  534,  i.  its  several 
countries,  and  to  whom  they  are  subject,  ibid,  their  soil  and 
air,  535;  natural  history,  ibid,  antiquities  and  curiosities,  ibid. 
the  inhabitants,  their  manners,  and  customs,  542;  miserable 
accommodation  for  travellers  on  the  road,  544  ;  religion  and 
language,  546 ;  learning,  and  learned  men,  ibid,  universities, 
549  ;  a  view  of  the  different  states  of  Italy,  their  constitution, 
&c.  ibid,  history  of,  559. 

Juan  Fernades,  island  of,  623,  ii. 

Judea,  46,  ii. 

Judicial  power  of  the  United  States,  how  vested,  292,  ii. 

Jury,  the  mode  of  trial  by,  in  England,  explained,  271,  i. 

Jutland,  see  Denmark. 

KALMUCS,  their  manners  and  customs,  152,  i. 

Kamtschatka,  its  situation  and  extent,  53,  ii. 

Kaintschatkadales,  their  manners  and  customs,  152,  i. 

Kasan,  the  manners  &  customs  of  its  Tartarian  inhabitants,  150,  i. 

Kenneth,  Mc  Alpine,  king  of  the  Scots,  subdues  the  Picts,  208,  i. 

Kentucky,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  569,  ii. 
divisions  and  chief  towns,  ibid,  rivers,  ibid,  springs,  570 ;  face 
of  the  country,  soil,  and  produce,  571 ;  climate,  572;  the  in- 
habitants, their  manners  and  character,  ibid,  constitution,  ibid. 
literature,  ibid,  curiosities,  ibid,  history,  ibid. 

Keppel,  admiral,  hisengagement  with  the  French  fleet  off  Brest, 
335,  i. 

Killecranky,  in  Scotland,  the  battle  of,  215,  i. 

Killarney,  the  lake  of,  358,  i. 

King's  mountain,  battle  of,  266,  ii. 

Kingston,  Jamaica,  account  of,  611,  ii. 

Kirguisians,  their  manners,  151,  i. 

Knighthood,  the  orders  of,  in  Denmark,  100,  i.  in  Sweden,  139; 
in  Russia,  159;  in  Scotland,  202  ;  in  England,  281;  in  Mal- 
ta, 559. 

Knout,  the  nature  of  that  punishment  in  Russia,  247,  i. 

Knoxville,  capital  of  the  territory  south  of  the  Ohio,  576,  ii. 

Knyphausen,  general,  his  devastations  in  the  Jerseys,  266,  ii. 

Koningsberg,  the  capital  of  the  king  of  Prussia'sdominions,  488, i. 

Kouli  Khan,  the  immense  plunder  made  by  him  in  India,  86,  ii. 

Kraken,  a  stupendous  animal  in  the  Norwegian  seas,  88,  i. 

Kurile  islands,  and  their  inhabitants,  148,  ii. 

I. A  MAIUE,  the  straits  of,  644,  ii. 

La  Plata,  ue  Paraguay. 

Labradore,  see  AVta  Britain. 

I.adrone  islands,  their  situation,  143,  ii. 

Lama,  grand,  of  Thibet,  his  office  and  character,  58,  ii. 

Lama,  a  remarkable  animal  of  Peru,  described,  591,  ii. 

Lancaster  and  York,  the  families  of,  their  competition  for  the 
crown  of  England,  297,  i. 

Lancaster  town,  in  Pennsylvania,  4-18,  ii. 

Languages,  distinguishing  characteristics  of,  Icelandish,  82,  i. 
Danish,  93;  Swedish,  125;  Russ  an,  153;  in  the  Hebrides, 
174;  Scotch,  187;  English,  240;  Welsh,  348;  Irish,  362; 
Dutch,  417:  of  the  Flemings,  429  ;  German,  446;  of  Bohe- 
mia, 492;  of  Hungary,  495 ;  Spanish,  507;  the  Portuguese. 
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527;  the  Italian,  546;  of  Poland,  6,  ii.  of  the  Turkish,  41; 
of  the  Chinese,  69  ;  of  the  Persian,  131  ;  of  the  Arabian, 
139;  of  the  Egyptian,  155  i  of  the  Oriental  islands,  146. 

Languedoc,  the  canal  of,  647,  ii. 

Laos,  the  kingdom  of,  90,  ii. 

Lapland,  its  situation,  extent,  divisions,  &c.  107,  i. 

Latitude,  what,  25,  i.  how  to  find  on  the  globe,  26. 

Laud,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  a  furious  bigot,  310,  i. 

Laurens,  Henry,  late  president  of  congress,  taken  by  the  Ves- 
tal frigate,  337,  i.  and  268,  ii.  confined  to  the  tower  of  Lon- 
don, ibid. 

Laws,  the  manner  of  passing  them  in  the  British  parliament, 
267,  i. 

Learning,  the  great  honours  acquired  by,  in  China,  69,  ii. 

Lee,  general,  suspended,  262,  ii. 

Leinster,  in  Ireland,  its  divisions  into  counties,  356,  i. 

Leipsic,  city,  463,  ii. 

Lemnos,  account  of  that  island,  and  its  productions,  32,  ii. 

Leopold  I.  emperorof  Germany,  his  character,  475,  i. 

II.  emperor  of  Germany,  his  wise  measures,  with  re- 
spect to  the  Austrian  Netherlands,  484,  i.  his  character,  485. 

Lesbos,  the  island  of,  32,  i. 

Lexington,  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  the  Bri- 
tish and  Americans  at,  253,  ii. 

the  largest  town  in  Kentucky,  569,  ii. 

Leyden,  university  of,  418,  i. 

Liege,  city  of,  470,  i. 

Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru,  587,  ii.  its  astonishing  riches,  592. 

Linen  manufacture  in  Ireland,  state  of  the,  372,  i. 

Lingua  Franca,  a  mixture  of  languages,  165,  ii. 

Lisbon,  the  metropolis  of  Portugal,  527,  i. 

Lisle,  in  Flanders,  654,  ii. 

Llewellyn,  prince  of  Wales,  performs  homage  to  Henry  III.  of 
England,  351,  i. 

Locusts,  Spain  greatly  exposed  to  their  ravages,  503,  i. 

Logarithms,  by  whom  invented,  191,  i. 

Loire,  the  river,  647,  ii. 

Lollards,  a  religious  sect,  burnt  in  England,  296,  i, 

Lombards,  the  most  ancient  merchants  in  Europe,  59,  ii. 

London,  the  metropolis  of  the  British  empire,  its  situation  and 
extent,  246,  i.  the  number  of  places  of  public  worship  it  con- 
tains, 247;  public  buildings,  &c.  ibid. "population,  ibid. 

Londonderry,  in  Ireland,  381,  i. 

Long-Island,  captured  by  the  British,  255,  il.  its  situation  and 
extent,  414. 

Longitude,  what  it  is,  25,  i.  table  of  a  degree  of,  in  each  pa- 
rallel of  latitude,  ibid,  how  to  find,  on  the  globe,  26. 

Lords  of  the  articles  in  Scotland,  how  chosen,  and  their  pow- 
ers, 203,  i. 

Louis  XIV.  king  of  France,  the  abject  slavery  of  the  French 
in  his  reign,  649,  ii.  his  encouragement  of  learning,  651. 

XV.  his  character,  667,  ii. 

XVI.  his  character,  668,  ii.  trial  and  execution,  674,  ii. 

Louisiana,  its  boundaries,  582,  ii.  rivers,  ibid,  capital  town,  ibid. 
history,  5t>3. 

Louvain,  the  capital  of  Austrian  Brabant,  429,  i. 

Ltibec,  an  imperial  city,  167,  i. 

Lucay  islands,  see  Bahamas. 

Lucca,  the  city  and  republic  of,  553,  i. 

Lucia,  St.  island  of,  described,  624,  ii. 

Luther,  Martin,  some  account  of  him,  450,  i. 

Lycurgus,  the  Spartan  legislator,  view  of  his  character,  47,  i. 

MACASSAH,  the  island  cf,  and  its  inhabitants,  145,  ii. 
Madagascar,  island  of,  its  situation,  inhabitants,  and  commerce, 

200,  ii. 
Madeira  islands,  account  of  the,  204,  ii. 

Madras,  or  fort  St.  George,  on  tha  coast  of  Coromandel,  120, ii. 
Madrid,  the  capital  of  Spain,  described,  512,  i. 
Madura,  in  India,  119,  ii. 
Maris  lake,  155,  ii. 
Magellan,  the  first  who  discovered  experimentally  the  spherical 

figure  of  the  earth,  11,  i. 
Magna  charta,  the  great  charter  of  English  liberties,  signed  by 

king  John,  291,  i. 
Mahomet,  short  account  of  his  history  and  doctrines,  141,  ii. 
Mahometans,  in  Indostan,  83,  ii. 
Maine,  district  of,  its  situation,  extent  and  bourdaries,  349,  ii. 

divisions,  and  chief  towns,  350  ;  soil  and  climate,  ibid,  rivers 
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and  lakes,  ibid,  bays  and  capes,  352;  vegetable  productions, 
ibid,  commerce  and  manufactures,  ibid,  state  of  literature,  353, 
chief  towns,  ibitl.  the  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs, 
354 ;  Indians  who  reside  in  that  district,  account  of,  ibid,  con- 
stitution and  history,  ibid. 

Majorca,  island  of,  517,  i. 

Malabar,  coast  of,  its  provinces  and  chief  towns,  122,  ii. 

Malacca,  and  its  inhabitants,  90,  ii. 

Malaga,  city  of,  in  Spain,  515,  i. 

Malayans,  90,  ii. 

Maldives,  islands,  148,  ii. 

Malestrom,  or  Mbskoestrom,  a  dreadful  vortex  on  the  coast  of 
Norway,  described,  89,  i. 

Malta,  account  of  the  island  and  of  its  inhabitants,  559,  i. 

Mamalukes,  what  they  are,  161,  ii. 

Man  Island,  account  of,  352,  i. 

Manchineel  tree,  its  fruit  poisonous,  589,  ii. 

Manilla,  city  of,  described,   144,  ii. 

Mantua,  the  dutchy  of,  554,  i. 

Maple  sugar,  how  manufactured,  345,  ii. 

Maps,  a  general  explanation  of,  39,  ii. 

Marat  assassinated,  680,  ii. 

Marattas,  their  empire  in  India,  98,  ii. 

Maria  Teresa,  empress  of  Germany  and  queen  of  Hungary,  her 
character,  482,  i. 

Maria  Antonietta,  late  queen  of  France,  executed,  682,  ii. 

Marigalante,  island  of,  625,  ii. 

Mariners  compass  invented,  CO,  i. 

Marino,  the  republic  of,  554,  i. 

Marlborough,  duke  of,  defeats  the  French  at  Blenheim  and  Ra- 
milies,  321,  i.  at  Oudenarde  and  Malplaquet,  ibid,  is  displa- 
ced, 322. 

Marquesas  islands,  account  of,  630,  ii. 

Marriages,  the  influence  of  early,  in  India,  82,  ii. 

Martha's  vineyard,  its  situation  and  inhabitants,  357,  ii. 

Martin,   St.  the  island  of,  627,  ii. 

Martinico,  the  island  of,  described,  624,  ii. 

Mary,  queen  of  England,  puts  to  death  many  of  the  Protes- 
tants, 304,  i. 

Mar>land,  its  extent,  situation,  and  boundaries, 467,  i.  divisions 
and  population,  ibid,  bays  and  rivers,  408;  face  of  the  coun- 
try, climate,  soil  and  productions,  ibid,  character  of  its  inha- 
bitants, 469  ;  chief  towns,  ibid,  mines  and  manufactures,  471  ; 
trade,  ibid,  religion  and  learning,  472;  expenses  of  govern- 
ment and  taxes,  473;  constitution,  and  history,  474. 

Massachusetts,  situation,  extent  and  boundaries  of,  3.55,  ii  cli- 
mate, 35b;  rivers,  ibid,  sea  coasts,  capes,  bays,  and  islands, 
357  ;  soil  and  productions,  358  ;  commerce  and  manufactures, 
ibid,  curiosities.  359  ;  minerals  and  fossils,  ibid,  literary  and 
charitable  societies,  ibid,  state  of  literature,  ibid,  chief  towns, 
361;  population,  ibid,  military  strength,  362;  religion,  ibid. 
revenues  and  taxes,  563  ;  constitution,  ibid. 

Massassoit,  the  Indian,  his  conduct  to  the  New  England  set- 
tlers, 367,  ii. 

Matthew's  island,  an  account  of,  202,  ii. 

Matilda,  queen  of  Denmark,  history  of,  104,  i. 

Mauritius  island,  its  situation  and  commerce,  201.  ii. 

Maximilian,  emperor  of  Germany,  'obtains  the  17  provinces  of 
the  Netherlands,  *74,  i. 

Mayo,  i  r  May  island,  203,  ii. 

Mecca,  the  capital  of  Arabia,  and  its  famous  mosque,  descri- 
bed, 140,  ii. 

Vecklenburgh,  the  duke  of,  his  dominions,  467,  i. 

Medicis,  the  family  of,  at  Florence,  552,  i. 

Medina,  the  famous  mosque  at,  140,  ii. 

Mediterranean  sea,  the  islands  in,  78,  i. 

Men/,   the  elecior  of,  bis  dominions,  464,  i. 

Meqiune/,  the  present  capital  of  Morocco,  162,  ii. 

Meridian,  what  it  is.  21,  i. 

Merrimac  river.  3'6,  ii. 

Mer-men  and  Mer-women,  in  the  Norwegian  seas,  an  account 
of,  sa,  i. 

Messina,  city  of,  in  Sicily,  557,  i. 

Methodists,  in  England,  an  account  of  them,  238,  i. 

Mexico,  its  ancient  splendor,  209,  ii.  the  conquest  of,  by  Fer- 
nando Cortez,  210. 

New,  and  California,  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries 

1  of,  58.3,  ii.  soil  and  climate,  and  produce,  584;  the  inhabi- 
tants, their  government,  religion  and  commerce,  ibid. 
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Mexico,  Old,  or  New  Spain,  its  situation,  extent  and  bounda- 
ries, 584,  ii.  divisions,  585  ;  bays  and  capes,  ibid,  climate  and 
produce,  ibid,  the  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs, 
586;  commerce,  cities  and  shipping,  587. 

Mc.  Gillivray,  general,  an  account  of,  558,  ii. 

Miami  river,  563,  ii. 

Milanese,  account  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  550,  i. 

Miles,  their  length  in  different  countries,   3b,  i. 

Military  ways,  Roman,  in  England,  2i4,  i. 

Mines  in  Sweden,  121,  i. 

Mines,    the  tin,  in  Cornwall,  Wales,    227,  i. 

--  iron,  in  Vermont,  330,  ii. 

Minorca,  the  island  of,  taken  b\  the  French,  329,  i. 

Mississippi  river,  563,  ii.  and  330. 

Mocha,  in  Arabia,  140,  ii. 

Modena,  the  Duchy  of,  554,  i. 

Mogul,  the  great,  the  empire  of,  91,  ii. 

Mohawk  river,  394,  ii. 

Molucca  islands,  account  of,   144,  ii. 

Monadnock,  a  very  high  mountain  in  New  Hampshire,  338,  ii. 

Monte  Santo,  anciently  Mount  Athos,  26,  ii. 

Montezuma,  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  the  treatment  of  Pizarro 
towards  him,  210,  ii. 

Montreal,  account  of,  239,  ii. 

Montserrat,  description  of,   501,  i. 

Island  of,  615,  ii. 

Moors,  their  settlement  in,  and  expulsion  from  Spain,  520,  i. 

Moravians,  some  account  of  that  sect,  451,  i. 

Morocco  empire,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  162,  ii.  description 
of  the  city,  165  ;  government,   167. 

Moscow,  the  ancient  capital  of  Muscovy,  154,  i.  dimensions  of 
the  great  bell  there,  156. 

Mosques,  Persian,  account  of,  133,  ii. 

Mummy  pits  in  Egypt,  described,  155,  ii. 

Munster,  in  Ireland,  its  divisions  into  counties,  356,  i. 

Muscovy,  see  Russia. 

Muskingum  river,  562,  ii. 

Mutiny  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  troops,  269,  ii. 

NADIR  Shaw  invades  IndostanSc  takes  immense plunder,lll,ii. 

Nanking,  a  large  city  in  China,  73,  ii. 

Naniz,  the  edict  of,  granted  by  Henry  IV.  of  France,  666,  ii. 
revoked  by  Louis  XIV.  ibid. 

Nantucket,  its  situation  and  inhabitants,  357,  ii. 

Naples  in  Italy,  account  of,  555,  i. 

Naples,  account  of  the  country  and  city  of,  555,  i. 

Narraganset  bay,  in  Rhode  Island,  373,  ii. 

Na/areth,  town  of,  in  Pennsylvania,  451,  ii. 

National  debt  of  Britain,  stated,  274,  i.  of  Ireland,  381,  i. 

Natolia,  or  lesser  Assia,  its  subdivisions,  46,  ii. 

Navy,  the  British,  an  historical  account  of,  278,  i.  a  list  of,  280, 
see  note. 

Necker,  Monsieur,  a  Swiss  protestant,  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  F  ench  treasury,  667,  ii. 

Negroes  carried  away  by  the  British,  contrary  to  treaty,  314, 
ii.  how  subsisted  in  the  West  India  islands,  60ii,  ii. 

Negropont  island,  its  situation  and  productions,  32,  ii. 

Netherlands,  the  seventeen  provinces  of,  their  situation  and  ex- 
tent, 412,  i. 

■  Austrian  and  French,  their  situation,  extent  and 

divisions,  426,  i.  air,  soil  and  produce,  428;  rivers,  canals, 
metals  and  minerals,  ibid,  inhabitants,  manners  and  customs, 
ibid,  dress  and  language,  429  ;  religion  and  learning,  ibid,  uni- 
versities, ibid,  antiquities  and  curiosities,  ibid,  cities,  ibid. 
commerce  and  manufactures,  430;  constitution  and  govern- 
ment, ibid,  revenues,  ibid  history,  ibid,  the  inhabitants  re- 
volt from  the  house  of  Austria,  432  ;  are  subdued,  434  ;  over- 
run by  the  French,  435. 

— — United  Provinces  of  the,  their  situation,  extent  and 

division,  412,  i.  air,  seasons,  soil,  and  face  of  the  country,  ibid. 
rivers,  413  ;  vegetable  and  animal  productions,  ibid,  inhabi- 
tants, manners  and  customs,  ibid,  dress,  415;  cities,  towns, 
&c.  ibid,  canals,  ibid,  commerce  and  manufactures,  ibid,  reli- 
gion,417;  language  and  learned  men,  ibid,  universities,  41 -S  ; 
antiquities  and  curiosities,  ibid,  government,  ibid,  revenues, 
420;  military  and  marine  strength,  421  ;  history,  ibid. 

Nevis,  the  island  of,  61J,  ii. 

Newark,  stata  of  New  Jersey,  426,  ii. 

Ncwbern,  North  Carolina,  515,  ii. 
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New-Brunswick,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  241,  ii. 

New  discoveries  in  different  parts,  627,  ii. 

New-England  states,  history  of,  300,  ii. 

New-Hampshire,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  336,  ii. 
divisions  into  counties  and  townships,  337;  climate,  ibid. 
mountains,  338;  rivers,  339;  lakes,  340;  forests,  ibid.  roaJs 
and  manner  of  travelling,  342  ;  soil,  productions  and  animals, 
(bid.  method  of  manufacturing  maple  sugar,  343  ;  wild  ani- 
mals, 344  ;  inhabitants,  manners,  and  character,  345  ;  state  of 
literature,  346;  religion,  34™  ;  principal  towns,  ibid,  curiosi- 
ties, ibid,  commerce  and  manufactures,  ibid,  military  force, 
348  ;  history,  ibid. 

Newhaven,  Connecticut,  account  of,  335,  ii. 

New-Jersev,  state  of,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  416, 
ii.  its  divisions  into  counties  and  townships,  ibid,  bays,  rivers, 
and  canals. 417  ;  face  of  the  country,  mountains,  soil, and  pro- 
ductions, 418  ;  trade,  manufactures,  and  agriculture,  420; 
mines  and  minerals,  421;  curious  springs,  422;  population, 
ibid,  character,  manners,  and  customs,  423:  religion,  ibid. 
colleges,  academies,  and  schools,  ibid,  chief  towns,  425; 
military  strength,  426  ;  practice  of  law  and  physic,  ibid,  con- 
stitution, couris  of  law,  &c.  42";  history,  428. 

New  London,  Connecticut,  3'35,  ii. 

New  York,  state  of,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  392, 
ii.  its  division  into  counties  and  chief  towns,  ibid,  rivers  and 
lakes,  3i!5  ;  roads  and  bridges,  ibid,  face  of  the  country,  moun- 
tains, soil,  and  productions,  597  ;  population  and  character  of 
the  people,  398 ;  chief  towns,  399  ;  account  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  ibid,  of  Albany,  401 ;  of  Hudson,  402  ;  the  trade  of 
the  state,  404;  medicinal  springs,  ibid,  minerals  and  fossils, 
405;  literary  and  humane  societies,  406;  colleges,  academies 
&c.  406;  religion,  407;  constitution  and  courts  of  justice, 
ibid,  military  strength,  forts,  &c.  409  ;  mode  of  raising  in- 
;  ternal  taxes,  ibid,  finances,  410  ;  curiosities  ibid.  Indians 
within  the  bounds  of  this  state,  411 ;  islands,  ibid,  account  of 
Long  Island,  ibid.  Staten  Island,  412;  history,  ibid. 

New  York  city,  captured  by  general  Howe,  255,  ii.  evacuated 
by  the  British,  276 ;  account  of,  309. 

Niagara,  the  falls  of  described,  235,  ii. 

Nicabar  Islands,  147,  ii. 

Niger  river,  in  Africa,  149,  ii. 

Nile  river,  in  Africa,  149,  ii.  its  cataracts,  180  ;  causes  of  its 
inundation,  181. 

Nismes,  the  remains  of  ancient  architecture  existing  there,  655, ii. 

Nootka  Sound,  a  dispute  concerning,  between  the  kings  of 
Spain  and  Britain,  346,  i. 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  account  of,  494,  ii. 

Norland,  its  divisions,  113,  I. 

Norman  conquest,  an  account  of  the,  286,  ii. 

North  Carolina,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  507,  ii. 
evil  divisions  ibid  rivers,  503 ;  sounds,  capes,  and  inlets,  512  ; 
canals  and  other  modern  improvements,  514  ;  face  of  the  coun- 
try,soil,  and  productions,  517  ;  trade,  ibid,  climate  and  dis- 
eases, 518;  natural  history,  ibid,  manufactures,  519  ;  religion, 
ioi.L  colleges  and  academies,  520  ;  the  inhabitants,  their  man- 
ners, and  customs,  ibid,   constitution,  ibid,  liistory,  522. 

Northern  Archipelago,  discovered,  629,  ii. 

Norway,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  85,  i.  climate  and  moun- 
tains, ibid,  natural  productions,  86  ;  animals,  ibid,  curiosi- 
ties, 89  ;  the  inhabitants,  their  language,  religion,  manners, 
and  customs,  ibid,  history    90. 

Norwich,  a  town  in  Connecticut,  336,  ii. 

Nova  Scotia,  its  situation,  boundaries  and  extent,  241,  ii.  rivers, 
bays,  and  lakes,  ibid,  climates,  soil,  and  produce,  242 ;  ani- 
mals, ibid,  history,  settlement,  and  chief  towns,  ibid. 

Nutmeg  islands,  145.  ii. 

OATES,  Titus,  his  abndoned  scheme  of  a  popish  plot,  317,  i. 

Ocean,  definition  of,  35,  i. 

Officers,  American,  how  recompensed  after  the  war,  279,  ii. 

Ohe.eroa  island  described,  634,  ii. 

Ohio,  territory  north  west  of  the,  its  situation,  extent,  and 
boundaries,  561.  ii.  rivers,  562  ;  face  of  the  country,  soil,  and 
productions,  564  ;  animals,  565  ;  antiquities  and  curiosities, 
ibid,  forts,  566;  government,  ibid. 

Ohio,  territory  south  of  the,  its  situation,  extent,  and  bounda- 
ries, 575,  ii.  divisions,  ibid,  rivers  and  mountains,  ibid,  chief 
towns,  576  ;  government,  ibid,  population,  ibid,  rivers,  ibid. 
natural  production^,  577;  climate,  578,  manufactures  and 
commerce,  ibid,  history,  57y. 


Ohio  river,  account  of  the,  569,  ii. 

Oneglia,  the  town  of,  burnt  by  the  French,  675,  ii. 

Oneida,  lake,  396,  ii. 

Ontario,  lake,  235,  ii. 

Oporto,  in  Portugal,  528,  i. 

Oran,  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  166,  ii. 

Orbits  of  the  planets  not  circular,  but  in  the  shape  of  an  ellipsis, 

13,  i. 
Orcades,  or  Orkney  islands,  situation  of  the,  172,  i. 
Oriental  islands.  142,  ii. 

Orleans,  the  maid  of,  her  gallant  exploits,  297,  i. 
Orleans,  new,  the  capital  of  Louisiana,  582,  ii. 
Ostiaks,  their  manners  and  customs,  150,  i. 
Otaha  islands,  634,  ii. 
Otaheite,  the  island  of,  631,  ii. 

Othmans,  from  whom  they  derived  their  name,  51,  ii. 
O'why'hee,  island,  where  captain  Cook  was  killed,  643,  ii. 
Oxford  university,  account  of,  243,  i. 

PACTA  Conventa,  in  Poland,  what,  10,  ii. 

Pagodas,  temples  in  the  East  Indies,  82,   ii. 

Paine,  Thomas,  his  rights  of  man,  347,    i. 

Painters,  the  Italian,  character  of  the  most  esteemed,  549,  i./ 

Palermo,  thecapitalof  Sicily,  557,  i. 

Palestine,  46,  ii. 

Palmyra,  ruins  of,  described,  43,  ii. 

Pamlico  sound  in  North  Carolina,  512,  ii.  , 

Panama,  589,  ii. 

Pantheon  at  Home,  an  account  of,  536,  i. 

Paper  money  issued  in  America,  263,  ii.  produces  bad  conse- 
quences, in  Rhode-Island,  283. 

Papyrus  of  Egypt,  an  account  of,   156,  ii. 

Paraguay,  or  La  Plata,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  594, 
ii.  lakes  and  rivers,  ibid,  climate  and  produce,  595  ;  first  set- 
tlement, chief  city  and  commerce,  ibid. 

Paramaribo,  the  chief  town  of  Guiana,  601,  ii. 

Paris,  the  metropolis  of  France,  account  of,  655,  ii. 

Parker,  admiral,  his  obstinate  engagement  with  the  Dutch,  off 
the  Dogger  bank,  338,  i. 

Parliament  of  Britain,  its  constitution  explained,  265,  i.  itsdu- 
ration  extended  from  three  to  seven  years,  323;  the  Irish  par- 
liament made  octennial,  403. 

Parliaments  of  France,  account  of  the,  658,  ii. 

Parma,  the  dtuchy  of,  in  Italy,  554,  i. 

Paros  island,  account  of,  33,  ii. 

Pascataqua  river,  New-Hampshire,  340,  ii. 

Passaic  river,  in  New-Jersey,  account  of,  417,  ii. 

Patagonia,  its  situation,  exient  and  boundaries,  605,  ii.  climat  • 
and  produce,  ibid,  inhabitants,  manners  and  customs,  ibid. 

Patowmack  river,  Virginia,  485,  ii. 

Patmos  island,  described,  33,  ii. 

Paul's  cathedral,  London,  247,  i. 

Peace  of  1783,  between  Britain,  and  the  other  powers  at  war, 
its  terms,  340.  i. 

Pedee  river,  510,  ii. 

Pegu,  a  kingdom  in  the  East-Indies,  89,  ii. 

Peking,  the  capital  of  China,  described,  72,  ii. 

Pelew  islands,  account  of  the,  630,  ii. 

Peloponnesian  war,  origin  of  the,  49,  i. 

Peninsula,  definition  of  a,  35,  i.  within  the  Ganges,  118,  ii. 

Penn,  William,  his  plan  of  government  for  Pennsylvania,  453,  ii. 

Pennsylvania,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  430,  ii  di- 
vision mtocounties,  towns,  8cc.  rivers,  canals,  &c  ibid,  moun- 
tains, face  of  the  country,  soil  and  natural  productions,  433  ; 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  435  ;  population 
and  character,  440 ;  literary,  humane,  and  other  useful  societies 
441  ;  colleges,  academies,  and  schools,  443;  a  description  of 
Philadelphia,  444;  of  Lancaster,  Carlisle,  Etc.  448  j  curious 
springs,  450;  remarkable  caves,  451  ;  constitution,  ibid,  new 
inventions,  453;  history,  ibid. 

the  university,  an  account  of  it,  443,  ii. 

Penobscot  river,  352,  ii. 

Pensacola,  in  West  Florida,  581,  ii. 

Pensionary,  the  grand,  «.f  Holland,  his  office,  42Q,  i. 

Perkin  Warbeck,  a  pretender  to  the  crown  of  England,  hanged 
by  Henry  VII.  301,  i. 

Persepolis,  the  remains  of  the  ancient  city  of,  132,  ii. 

Persia,  a  review  of  its  ancient  state,  59,  ii.  its  situation,  extent, 
and  boundaries,  125,  ii.  its  climate  and  productions,    1.6 
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mountains,  rivers,  metals,  and  minerals,  127;  inhabitants, 
manners,  and  customs,  ibid,  marriages,  129  ;  funerals,  ibid. 
language  and  learning,  131;  antiquities  and  curiosities,  132; 
cities  and  public  buildings,  Hid.  mosques  and  bagnios,  133  ; 
police,  134  ;  manufactures  and  commerce,  ibid,  constitution 
and  government,  135;  revenues,  ibid,  history,  ibid. 
Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey,  425,  ii. 

Peru,  the  empire  of,  by  whom  founded,  212,  ii.  state  of,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  ibid,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boun- 
daries, 591 ;  bays,  harbours,  and  rivers,  ibid,  soil  and  climate, 
ibid,  animal  and  vegetable  productions,  ibid. 

Peter,  Swift,  an  animal  of  South  America,  589,  ii. 

Peter  I.  recovers  the  sovereignty  of  Russia  from  the  hands  of  the 
princess  Sophia,  162,  i. 

Peter  III.  of  Russia,  his  impolitic  conduct,  anddeath,  165,  i. 

Petersburg,  the  capital  of  Russia,  154,  i. 

Philadelphia,  the  capital  of  Pennsylvania,  445,  ii. 

Philip,  kingef  Macedon,  how  he  acquired  the  sovereignty  of 
Greece,  41',  i. 

Philippine  isles,  their  number,  produce,  and  inhabitants,  154,  ii. 

Picts,  account  of  the,  207,  i.  their  wars  with  the  Scotch,  ibid. 

Pittsburg,  in  Pennsylvania,  448,  ii. 

Przarrn,  Francis,  his  expedition  to  Peru,  211,  ii.  puts  the  inca 
Atabalipa  todeath,  213;  he  is  assassinated,  214. 

Planets,  their  several  names  and  orders,  12,  i.  a  table  of  their 
diameters,  periods,  &c.  13. 

Planters,  West  India,  their  laborious,  expensive,  and  precarious 
employments,  608,  ii. 

Plica  1'olonica,  a  disease  in  Poland,  5,  ii. 

Poland,  its  extent,  boundaries,  and  divisions,  previous  to  the  late 
partition,  1,  ii.  soil,  produce,  &.  waters,  Hid.  rivers  and  lakes, 
2;  vegetable  aud  animal  prcductions,  ibid,  inhabitants,  man- 
ners, and  customs,  Hid.  dress,  5;  religion,  language,  and  learn- 
ing. 6  ;  universities,  7  ;  antiquities  and  curiosities,  ibid,  cities 
and  public  buildings,  ibid,  commerce  and  manufactures,  8; 
constitution  &  government,  9;  revenues,  12  ;  military  strength, 
13  ;  history,  ibid,  the  kingdom  dismembered,  18  and  '22. 

Polar  circles,   what,  22. 

Poles,  celestial,  how  pointed  out,   19,  i 

Poles  change  their  constitution,  and  are  attacked  by  the  Russians, 
170,  i. 

Polytheism,  its  origin,  69,  ii. 

Pompey's  pillar  in  Egypt,  described,  155,  ii. 

Poor  rates  in  England,  231,  i. 

Pope  of  Rome,  account  of  his  dominions,  554,  i. 

Porcupine,  description  of  the,  331,  ii. 

Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica,  twice  destroyed  by  earthquakes,  611,  ii. 

Porteous,  captain  John,  hanged  at  Edinburgh  by  a  mob,  218,  i. 

Port  Jackson,  see  Ne%v  Holland. 

Portland,  the  capital  of  Maine  district,  its  capacious  harbour, 
:>53,  ii. 

Portobello,  taken  by  admiral  Vernon,  326,  i. 

P,rto  Rico,  situation  of,  622,  ii. 

Portsmouth,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire,  347,  ii. 

a  town  in  Virginia,  405,  ii. 

Portugal,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  523,  i.  its  ancient 
names  and  divisions, ibid  its  natural  history,  525  ;  inhabitants, 
manners,  and  customs,  ibid,  religion  and  language,  527  ;  learn- 
ing and  learned  men,  ibid,  universities,  ibid,  curiosities,  ibid. 
chief  cities,  ibid,  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures, 
528;  constitution  and  government,  529;  revenues  and  taxes, 
530;  military  and  marine  strength,  ibid,  royal  titles,  ibid,  his- 
tory, ibid. 

Posts,  the  western,  detained  by  the  British,  313,  ii. 

Potosi,  the  mines  of,  235,  ii. 

Poultney  river,  Connecticut,  its  course  changed,  333,  ii. 

Prague,  the  capital  of  Bohemia,  461,  i.  and  492. 

Pragmatic  sanction,  what  it  was,  460,   i ;  attacked  by  various 

despots,  476. 
Pre^vteran  model  of  church  government  in  Scotland,  describ- 
ed, 189,  i. 
Pretender,  a  rebellion  in  Scotland  in  favour  of  the,  327,  i. 
Princeton  college,  account  of,  423,  ii. 
Printing,  practised  in  China,  before  it  was  known  in  Europe, 

69,  ii 
Proclamation,  president  Washington's,  recommending  neutrali- 
ty, 294,  ii.  .    .  . 
PiOnonory,  definition  of  a,  35,  i. 


Protestant  association,  formed  in  London,  335,  i.  its  tumultn- 

ous  proceedings,  336. 
Providence,  town  of,  in  Rhode-Island,  377,  ii. 
Prussia,  its  situation,  boundaries,  and  extent,  465,  i.  derivation 

of  its  name,  ibid,  soil,  produce,    and  rivers,  ibid,  inhabitants, 

487;  religion,  schools,  and  academies,  488;  cities,  commerce, 

and  manufactures,    ibid,  constitution  and  government,  489; 

military  strength,  ibid,  history,  Ml. 
Ptolomy,    his   system  of  astronomy  accommodated  to  vulgar 

prejudices,  18,  i. 
Pugatscheff,   a  Cossac,   raises  a  rebellion  in  Russia,   under  the 

character  of  Peter  III.  169,  i. 
Puritans,  the  English,  account  of  the,  237,  i. 
Pyramids,  Egyptian,  account  of  the,  155,  ii. 
Pyrenees  mountains,  501,  i. 
Pythagoras,  his  system  of  astronomy,  18,  i.    why  not  adopted, 

ibid,  revived  by  Copernicus,  ibid. 

QUAKERS,  in  England,  their  principles  and  manners,  238,  i ; 

persecuted  in  Massachusetts,  367,  ii. 
Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada,  239,  ii. 
Quevedo,  his  literary  character,  508,  i. 
Quicksilver,  where  obtained,  592,  ii. 
Quito,  province  of,  212,  ii. 

RACINE,  the  French  poet,  his  character,  652,  ii. 

Ragusa,  the  republic  of,  24,  ii.  note. 

Raleigh,  Sir   Walter,  the   first   planter  of  a  colony,  in  North 

America,  245,  ii. 
Raleigh,  the  seat  of  government  in  North  Carolina,  515,  ii. 
Randolph,  an  American  friga'e,  blown  up,  261,  ii. 
Raritan  river,  New-Jersey,  417,  ii. 
Ratisbon,  city  of,  470,  i. 
Rattlesnake,  description  of  the,  238,  ii. 
Reading  township,  Pennsylvania,  450,  ii. 
Rebellion,  the  Irish,  391,  i. 

Reformation,  the  first  beginning  of  in  England,  294,  i.  is  pro- 
moted by  the  quarrel  between  Henry  VIII.  and  the  pope, 302 ; 
its  progress  under  Edward  VI.  304;  completed  under  Queen 
Elizabeth,  305. 
Register  ships,  Spanish,  the  trade  carried  on  by  the,  587,  ii. 
Rein-deer,  an  account  of  that  animal  and  its  uses,  108,  i. 
Religion,  its  origin  and  progress,  68,  i. 

Resolutions  of  Mr.  Madison  with  respect  to  the  British  com- 
merce, 299,  ii. 
Revolution  in  Denmark,  96,  i.    in  Sweden,   132  j  in  Britain, 

318  ;  in  America,  247,  ii- 
Rhine,  upper,   its  division  into  provinces,  436,  i. 

Lower,  its  division  into  provinces,  437,  i. 

Rhode  Island,  state  of,  its  situation,  extent, and  boiindaries, 372,  ii. 
its  division  into  counties  and  townships,  ibid.  Ira*  s,  harbours, 
and  islands,  373  ;   climate,  rivers,  and  fish,  ibid,  religion  and 
literature,  374;  charitable  societies,  375 ;  bridges,   ibid,  ma- 
nufactures, 376  ;  minerals,  fossils,  &.C.  ibid,  chief  towns,  377  ; 
Indians  in  this  state,  378;  constitution  and  history,  ibid. 
— — —  an  account  of  the  college  of,  374,  ii. 
Rhodes,  an  island  in  the  Archipelago,  described,  34,  ii. 
Rhone  river,  647,  ii. 

Richard  I.  king  of  England, a  summary  account  of  his  reign,  190,  i. 
Richard  II.  king  of  England,  deposed  by  Henry  duke  of  Lan- 
caster, 295,  ii. 
Richard  HI.  king  of  England,  defeated  and  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Bosworth,  by  Henry  earl  of  Richmond,  300,  i.  his  charac- 
ter, ibid. 
Richmond,  the  capital  of  Virginia,  497,  ii. 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  in  Paraguay,  595,  ii. 
Rivers  within  the    tropics,  why   they  overflow  their  banks  at 

certain  seasons,  607,  ii. 
Roanoke-river  in  North   Carolina,  509,  ii. 
Robinson  Crusoe,  the  origin  of  that  romance,  623,  ii. 
Rodney,  admiral,   defeats  the  Spanish  fleet  near  St.  Vincents, 
335,  i.  takes  St.  Eustatia,  339 ;  defeats  the  French  fleet,  un- 
der count  de  Grasse,  ibid. 
Rogers,  captain  W nodes,  dislodges  the  buccaneers  from  the  Ba- 
hama islands,  617,  ii. 
Roman  empire,  short  account  of  the,  51,  i.  totally  subverted,  56. 
Rome,  the  capital  of  Italy,  555,  i. 
Romulus,   the  founder  of  Rome,  his  life  and  characer,  51 ,  '. 
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Rosetta,  a  city  in  Egypt,  158,  ii. 

Rotterdam,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  415,  i. 

Runic  characters  in  Denmark,  96,  i. 

Russia,  its  situation,  extent,  and  divisions,  140,  i.  instances  of 
the  severity  of  the  climate,  141 ;  vegetables,  mines  and  min- 
erals, 143 ;  mountains,  rivers,  forests,  and  face  of  the  coun- 
try, ibid;  animals,  144  ;  population,  manner*,  and  customs, 
ibid;  funerals,  ibid;  punishments,  146;  mode  of  travelling, 
148;  different  nations,  subject  to  Russia,  ibid;  religion,  lan- 
guage, learning,  and  learned  men,  153  ;  universities,  154 ; 
cities,  towns,  palaces,  and  other  buildings,  ibid ;  curiosities, 
156;  commerce  and  maritime  force,  ibid;  government,  157; 
revenue  and  expenses,  158 ;  orders  of  knighthood,  159  ; 
history,  ibid. 

Ryswick,  the  peace  of,  between  England  and  Fiance,  320,  ii. 

SABA  island,  627,  ii. 

Sacheverel,  doctor,  account  of  his  prosecution,  322,  i. 

Salamanca,  a  city  in  Spain,  515,  i. 

Salem,  in  Massachusetts,  361,  ii. 

Salee,  in  Barbary,  166,  ii.  ■ 

Salt  Springs,  many  of  them  in  Kentucke,  570,  ii. 

Salvador,  St.  the  capital  of  Brasil,  588,  ii. 

Samos,  island  of,  its  situation  and  productions,  33,  ii. 

Sandwich  islands  described,  642,  ii. 

Santa  Cruz,  the  island  of,  627,  ii.  ' 

Santee  river,  in  North  Carolina,  535,  ii. 

Santorin  island  described,  33,  ii. 

Saonne  river,  647,  ii. 

Saracens  establish  themselves  in  Spain,  520,  i. 

Sardanapulus,  the  emperor  of  Assyria,  his  character,  47,  i. 

Sardinian  dominions  in  Italy,  account  of  the,  549,  i.  a  des- 
cription of  the  island,  557. 

Savannah,  in  Georgia,  551,  ii. 

Savoy,  in  Italy,  a  general  character  of  the  country,  and  of  its 
inhabitants,  550,  i. 

Saxony,  upper,  its  division  into  provinces,  439,  i. 

— — —  Lower,  its  division  into  provinces,  440,  i. 

— —  the  duke  of,  his  dominions,  466,  i. 

Scandaroon,  158,  ii. 

Scheldt,  disputes  concerning  its  free  navigation,  423,  i. 

Scilly  islands,  situation  of  the,  355,  i. 

Schuylkill  river,  431,  ii. 

Scio,  see  Chios. 

Scioto  river,  account  of,  562,  ii. 

Sclavonia,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  496,  i.  character  of  the 
inhabitants,  ibid. 

Scottish  islands,  their  situation,  extent  and  divisions,  172,  i. 
climate,  ibid;  inhabitants,  customs,  population,  language, 
and  religion,  173;  their  soil,  mines  and  quarries,  ibid;  trade 
and  manufactures,   175;  animals,  ibid;  curiosities,  ibid. 

Scotland,  its  extent,  situation,  and  boundaries,  178,  i.  divisions, 
ibid;  climate,  soil,  and  mountains,  180 ;  rivers,  lakes,  &c. 
181 ;  appears  to  have  been  formerly  a  woody  .country,  182  ; 
metals  and  minerals,  ibid;  vegetable  and  animal  productions, 
183  ;  population,  manners,  and  customs,  184;  language  and 
dress,  187;  punishments,  188 ;  religion,  ibid;  learning  and 
learned  men,  191 ;  universities,  192  ;  a  description  of  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  193;  of  Glasgow,  196;  of  Aberdeen,  197; 
antiquities  and  curiosities,  198  ;  the  Scots  oppressed  in  their 
attempt  to  settle  Darien,  200  ;  commerce  and  manufactures, 
ibid ;  coins,  202  ;  laws  and  constitution,  ibid  ;  history,  206. 

Scyros,  noted  for  its  antiquities,  32,  ii. 

Sea,  an  inland,  discovered  in  North  America,  629,  ii. 

Seine  river,  647,  ii. 

Selkirk,  Alexander,  his  history  converted  into  the  romance  of 
Robinson  Crusoe,  623,  ii. 

Seneca  river,  395,  ii. 

Senegal  river,  149,  ii.  and  192. 

Seraglio  of  the  Turkish  emperor,  account  of  the,  27,  ii.  and  49. 

Serpents,  the  art  of  charming  them  in  Egypt,  153,  ii. 

Seville,  a  city  in  Spain,  514,  i. 

Shays,  insurrection  of,  282,  ii. 

Shetland  islands,  situation  ef,  172,  i. 

Shirauz,  a  city  in  Persia,  133,  ii. 

Siam,  kingdom  of,  90,  ii. 

Siberia,  civilized  by  the  manners  of  the  exiles  sent  thither,  153, 
i.  silver  mines  discovered  there,  ibid. 
Vox,.  II. 


Sicily,  account  of,  557,  i. 
Sidon,  described,  46,  ii. 
Sierra  Leona,  190,  ii.  " 

Silesia,  its  divisions  and  chief  towns,  491,  i. 
Sinai,  the  desart  of,  140,  ii. 

Slave  trade,  regulated  by  the  British  parliament,  346,  i.  ' 

Smyrna,  now  Ismir,  44,  ii. 

Sobieski,  king  of  Poland,  his  successful  reign,  15,  ii. 
Society  islands,  account  of  the,  633,  ii. 
Solar  system,  what,  11,  i. 

Solon,  the  Athenian  legislator,  his  political  character,  46,  i. 
Somer  islands,  see  Bermudas. 

Sophia,  princess  of  Russia,  assumes  the  government,  162,  i. 
South  Carolina,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  633,   ii. 
civil  divisions,   ibid;  climate,    534  ;  rivers  and   mountains, 
535  ;  harbours    and    islands,   536  ;  principal    towns,   ibid  ; 
face  of  the  country,  soil  and  productions,   538  ;  curiosities, 
539;    religion,    ibid;    manufactures,    540;    hurricanes    and 
whirlwinds,  ibid ;  canal,  541;  commerce  and  banks,   ibid  ; 
military  strength,  ibid;  state  of  literature,    ibid;  damage  by 
the  late  war,  543;  public  revenue  and  expences,    ibid;  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  ibid;  constitution,  544;  history,  545. 
South  sea  company,  the  British,  historical  account  of,  261,  i. 
Spain,   its   situation,   extent,   and  boundaries,   499,  i.  ancient 
names  and  divisions,   500;  mountains,   501;  rivers,    lakes, 
and  straits,   502  ;  bays,    503  ;  metals   and  minerals,   ibid  ; 
animal  productions,  ibid;  inhabitants, manners, and  customs, 
504;  religion,   506;  language,    ibid;  learning,  and  learned 
men,  507  ;  antiquities  and  curiosities,  511  ;  chief  cities,  512  ; 
commerce  and  manufactures,  517  ;  revenues,   519  ;  military 
and  marine  strength,  ibid  ;  royal  titles,  5S0;  history,  ibid. 
Spartans,  the  ancient,  their  manners  and  customs,  47,  ii. 
Sphere,  doctrine  of  the,  19,  i,  artiiical  described,  ibid. 
Spice  islands,  see  Molucca. 
Spitsbergen,  situation  of,   79,  i. 
Springs,  curious,  in  New-Jersey,  422,  ii. 

— sulphur  in  Virginia,  493,  ii. 

Stadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces,  his  rank,   419,  i ;  the  office 
declared  hereditary,   422  ;  an   unsuccessful  attempt   by  the 
Dutch  to   abridge   his   powers,  424  ;  abdicates  the  govern- 
ment, and  returns  to  England,  698. 
Staffa,  one  of  the  Western  islands  of  Scotland,  a  description  of 

FingaPs  cave  there,  177,  i. 
Stamp  act,  passed  by  the  British  parliament,   333,  i ;  how  re- 
ceived in  America,  249,  ii. 
Stanislaus  Poniatowski,  elected  king  of  Poland,  16,  ii  ;  origin 
of  the  late  troubles,  ibid,  an  attempt  to  assassinate  him,  17 ; 
his  kingdom  dismembered,  18  and  22. 
Stars,  fixed,  how  distinguished  by  the  naked  eye  from  planets, 
15,  i.  their  order  and  number,  ibid,  their  prodigious  distance 
from  the  earth,  16  ;  their   resemblance  to  our  solar   system 
deduced  from  analogy,  ibid. 
St.  Clair,  general,  defeated  by  the  Indians,  294,  ii. 
Staten  Island,  its  situation,  extent,  &c.  412,  ii. 
States  general  of  France  summoned,  668,  ii. 
Stephen,  king  of  England,  his  wars  with  the  empress  Matilda. 

288.  i. 
St.  John's  College  in  Maryland,  473,  ii. 
Stockholm,  the  capital  of  Sweden,  124,  i. 
Stocks,  or  public  funds  of  England,  account  of  the,  254,  i. 
Stoney  Point  taken,  263,  ii. 

Stafford,  earl  of,  his  tyrannical  administration  in  Ireland,  389,  i. 
Stuart  family,  accession  of,  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  211,  i. 
Style,  the  new,  when  introduced  into  England,  308,  i. 
Sugar  cane,  the  several  uses  to  which'it  is  applied,  608,  ii. 
Sugar  rrtaple,  how  manufactured,  345,  ii. 
Sumatra,  its  situation,  inhabitants,  and  manners,  146,  ii. 
Sunda  islands,  145,  ii. 
Superior,  lake,  235,  ii. 

Surinam,  or  Dutch  Guiana,  its  situation,   extent,  and  bounda. 
ries,  600,  ii.  rivers  and  climate,  601 ;  chief  towns  and  popu- 
lation, ibid,  soil,  productions,  and  trade,    602  ;  animals,    &c. 
ibid,  military  strength  and  government,  60J  ;  history,  ibid, 
Surinam  river  in  South  America,  601,  ii. 
Susquehannah  river,  395,  ii.  and  431. 
Swabia,  circle  of,  its  division  into  provinces,  437,  i. 
Sweden,  its  extent,  and  divisions,   113,  i.  climate  and  season». 
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ibid,  soil,  productions,  waters,  and  minerals,  114;  popula- 
tion, 116  ;  inhabitants,  manners,  and  customs,  117  ;  agricul- 
ture, 119;  manufactures,  120;  internal  and  foreign  com- 
merce, 122  ;  principal  cities,  124  ;  language,  125  ;  public 
education,  ibid,  religion  and  learning,  126  ;  civil  and  criminal 
laws,  128  ;  military  establishment,  129  ;  revenue,  expence, 
debt,  and  coin,  130  ;  constitution  as  altered,  1772,  132;  go- 
vernment, 131  ;  history  ,^33. 

Swedes  settle  in  Pennsylvania,  440,  ii. 

Swetara.in  Penns>lvania,  a  remarkable  cave  at,  451;  ii. 

Switzerland,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  560,  i.  Can- 
tons and  chief  cities,  563  ;  its  climate,  soil,  and  productions, 
ibid,  natural  history,  566  ;  the  inhabitants,  manners  and 
customs,  ibid,  religion,  language,  and  learning,  568  ;  univer- 
sities, ibid,  antiquities  and  curiosities,  ibid,  commerce  and 
manufactures,  570  ;  constitution  and  government,  ibid,  rev- 
enues and  taxes,  571  ;  military  strength,  ibid,  history,  ibid. 

TADMOR,  in  the  desart,  see  Palmyra. 

Tallow  tree  of  China  and  its  fruit,  63,  ii. 

Tamerlane  founds  the  Mogul  empire,  83,  ii. 

Tangier,  the  cause  of  it  ruin,  166,  ii. 

Tarku,  a  city  of  Tartary  in  Asia,  60,  ii. 

Tartary,  in  Asia,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  54,  ii. 
divisions,  55 ;  natural  history,  ibid,  inhabitants,  manners, 
and  customs,  56;  religion,  57  ;  learning,  58;  curiosities,  59  ; 
cities  and  towns,  60 ;  commerce  and  manufactures,  ibid. 
history,  ibid. 

Tatta,  a  city  in  India,  95,  ii. 

Tattowing,  how  performed  at  Otaheite,  632,  ii. 

Taxes,  the  annual,  in  Britain,  273,  i 

Tea  plant,  account  of  ihe,  64,  i ;  when  first  brought  to  Eng- 
land, ibid. 

Tea,  destroyed  at  Boston  and  New  York,  250,  ii. 

Tefflis,  a  city  in  Turkey,  45,  ii. 

Tell,  William,  the  founder  of  Helvetic  liberty,  571,  i. 

Tenedos  island,  an  account  of,  32,  i. 

Terki,  the  capital  of  Circassian  Tartany,  60,  ii. 

Terra  Firma,  in  South  America,  its  situation,  extent,  and 
boundaries,  588,  ii ;  isthmus,  rivers,  and  bays,  589  ;  climate, 
soil,  and  produce,  ibid,  animals,  ibid,  account  of  the  natives, 
590;  inhabitants,  manners,  and  customs,  ibid. 

Terra  Incognitia,  in  Africa  and  America,  643,  ii. 

Teutonic  knights,  ravage  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  and  assume 
the  dominion,  4**0,  i. 

Thames  river,  in  England,  227,  i. 

in  Connecticut,  382,  ii. 

Thebes,  a  review  of  its  early  history,  45,  i. 

Theseus,  a  summary  view  of  his  political  institutions,  45,  i. 

Thicknesse,  M.  his  description  of  Montserrat  with  the  hermit- 
ages on  it,  502,  i. 

Thomas  St.  the  island  of,  627,  ii. 

Thurot,  his  descent  at  Carrickfergus,  331,  i. 

Tides,  the  general  doctrine  of,  37,  ii. 

Tigris,  a  river  in  China,  74,  ii. 

Tinto,  a  remarkable  river  in  Spain,  502,  ii. 

Tippo  Saib,  his  war  with  the  English,  in  India,  114,  ii. 

Tabacco,  the  quantity  raised  in  Virginia,  503,  ii. 

Tobago,  account  of,  625,  ii. 

Tobolsk,  a  city  in  Asiatic  Tartary,  60,  ii. 

Toledo,  a  city  in  Spain,  510,  i. 

Tonqnin,  kingdom  of,  and  its  government,  91,  ii. 

Toulon,  account  of,  656,  ii.  surrenders  to  the  British,  680  ;  re- 
taken by  the  French,  683 

Trade,  state  of,  between  Britain  and  America,  previous  to  the 
revolution,  250,  i. 

Transylvania,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  497,  i ;  its 
government,  inhabitants  and  religion,  ibid. 

Trenton,  New  Jersey,  account  of,  425,  ii. 

Treves,  elector  of,  his  dominions,  464,  i. 

Trinidad  island,  described,  622,  ii- 

Trinity,  doctrine  of  the,  places  of  public  worship  in  England, 
where  it  ii  renounced,  237,  i. 

Tripoli,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  162,  ii.  character  of  the  in- 
habitants, 164;  account  of  the  city,  166.  » 

Truis  Rivieres,  town  of  in  Canada,  239,  ii. 

Tropics,  what,  22,  i. 

Taaltsalva,  a  dreadful  insect  in  Abyssinia,  178,  ii. 


Tungusians,  their  manners,  151,  i. 

Tunis,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  162,  ii.  character  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, 163  ;  description  of  its  capital,  165. 

Turcomans,  see  Turks. 

Turin,  the  capital  of  the  king  of  Sardinia's  dominions,  550,  i. 

Turkey,  the  three  principal  divisions  of  the  grand  signior's  do- 
minions, 23,  ii. 

Turkey  in  Europe,  its  situation  and  extent,  23,  ii.  climate, 
mountains,  seas,  8cc.  24  ;  straits,  rivers,  and  lakes,  25 ;  veg- 
etable and  animal  productions,  ibid,  antiquities  and  curiosi- 
ties, ibid,  a  description  of  Constantinople,  26 ;  state  of 
literature,  29. 

Turkey  in  Asia,  its  situation  and  boundaries,  39,  ii.  divisions, 
ibid,  natural  history,  ibid,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Tur- 
key, their  manners  and  customs,  39 ;  dress,  40 ;  marriages, 
ibid,  funerals,  ibid,  religion,  language  and  learning,  41  ;  an- 
tiquities and  curiosities,  42 ;  cities,  44 ;  commerce  and  man- 
ufactures, 47 ;  constitution  and  government,  48 ;  revenue, 
ibid,  forces,  19;   titles,  ibid,  court  and  seraglio,  ibid. 

Turks,  their  origin  and  progress,  51,  ii. 

Tuscany,  its  inhabitants  and  government,  552,  i.  its  history, 
560. 

Tjre,  now  called  Sur,  46,  ii. 

VALENCIA,  a  city  in  Spain,  515,  i. 

Valley  forge,  distresses  of  the  American  army  there,  256,  ii. 

Van  Berckel,  counsellor  and  pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  his  ne- 
gociations  with  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  involve 
the  Dutch  in  a  war  with  Britain,  337,  i. 

Venice,  the  republic,  an  account  of,  551,  i.  its  government, 
ibid,  territories  belonging  to  that  republic,  552. 

Vera  Cruz,  a  sea  port  in  Mexico,  587,  ii. 

Verd,  Cape,  island,  account  of,  203,  ii. 

Vermont,  its  situation,  extent,  and  boundaries,  326,  ii.  division 
into  counties,  ibid,  rivers  and  lakes,  327;  mountains  and  face 
of  the  country,  329 ;  climate,  soil,  and  productions,  330 ; 
mines,  minerals,  and  fossils,  ibid,  trade  and  manufactures, 
331  ;  animals,  ibid,  population,  religion,  and  character,  ibid. 
military  strength,  ibid  learning  and  literature,  332  ;  curiosi- 
ties,  ibid,  government,  334 ;  history,  335. 

Vernon,  admiral,  takes  Porto  Bello,  326,  i. 

— — —  mount,  the  seat  of  the  president,  495,  ii. 

Verona,  the  amphitheatre  there,  535,  i. 

Vessels,  American,  protected  by  the  Portuguese  against  the 
Algerines,  533,  i. 

Vesuvius,  mount,  its  eruptions,  538,  i. 

Vienna,  the  capital  of  Germany,  461,  i. 

Vincent,  St.  island  of,   its   situation   and  productions,  615,   ii. 

Virginia,  its  situation,  extent  and  boundaries,  481,  ii.  divisions 
and  population,  ibid,  climate,  483;  mountains,  487;  face  of 
the  country,  soil  and  productions,  488;  cascades,  curiosities, 
and  caverns,  489;  mines  and  minerals,  491;  militia,  494; 
Chief  towns,  ibid. 

Alsapour,  \  province  in  India,  121,  ii. 

Vistula  river,  4S5,  i. 

ULSTER,  in  Ireland,  divided  into  counties,  356,  i. 

Union  of  Scotland  and  England,  how  effected,  217,  i. 

United  provinces,  see  Netherlands. 

United  States  of  America,  their  declaration  of  independence, 
254,  ii;  are  assisted  by  France,  and  an  alliance  concluded 
between  them,  257;  they  adopt  the  present  constitution,  291. 

Voltaire,  character  of,  653,  ii. 

Volunteer  associations  in  Ireland,  377  and  406,  i. 

Upsula  university,  some  account  of,  127,  i. 

Utrecht,  university  of,  418,  i. 

WABASH  river,  563,  ii. 

Wales,  its  extent  and  situation,  348,  i.  name  and  language,  ibid. 
natural  history,  ibid,  inhabitants,  their  manners  and  customs, 
349;  religion  and  learning,  ibid,  cities,  towns,  &c.  350; 
antiquities  and  curiosities,  ibid,  commerce  and  manufactures, 
351  ;  its  history,  ibid. 

Wallace,  W  illiam,  makes  a  noble  resistance  in  Scotland  against 
the  English,  210,  i.  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  Edward,  ibid. 

Walpole,  sir,  Robert,  review  of  his  conduct,  325,  i. 

Warsaw,  the  metropolis  of  Poland,  7,  ii. 

Warwick,  the  city  of,  in  England,  249,  i. 

Washington,  general,  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the 
American  army,  254,  ii. 
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Washington,  general,  captures  lord  Cornwall's,  273,  ii. 

Washington,  mount,  New  Hampshire,  339,  ii. 

Washington  city,  account  of,  470,  ii. 

Washington  college,  in  Maryland,  account  of,  472,  ii. 

Wat  Tyler,  account  of  his  insurrection  in  the  reign  of  Richard 

II.  of  England,  295,  i. 
West  Indies,  see  Indies. 
Westminster  bridge,  247,  i. 
.  abbey  and  hall,  248,  i. 

Westphalia,  circle  of,  its  divisions  into  provinces,  439,  i. 
Whale,  description  of  the,  80,  i.  method  of  taking  it,  ibid. 
White  river  mountains,  New  Hampshire,  239,  ii. 
Whitefield,  founder  of  the  sect  of  the  methodists,  238,  i. 
^—  his  orphan  hospital,  in  Georgia,  562,  ii. 
Wickliffe,  John,  the  first  in  Europe,  who  publicly  opposed  the 

doctrines  of  the  church  of  Rome,  294,  i. 
Wight,  island  of,  described,  353,  i. 
William,  duke  of  Normandy,  invades  England,  and  kills  Harold 

in  battle,  286,  i.  mounts  the  throne  of  England,  ibid,  account 

of  his  government,  287. 
William  III.  king  of  England,  his  election  and  pretensions  to 

the  crown,  318,   i. 
William  and  Mary  college  in  Virginia, 497,  ii. 


Williamsburg,  Virginia,  497,  il. 

Wilmington,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  458,  il. 

— —  North  Carolina,  515,  ii. 

Wind  defined,  36,  i.  different  kinds  of,  37. 

Witches,  persecuted  in  Britain,  214,  i. 

Wolga  river  in  Russia,  143,  i. 

Wren,  sir  Christopher,  account  of,  242,  i. 

YALE  college,  Connecticut,  account  of,  386,  ii. 

Yellow  fever  rages  in  Philadelphia,  445,  ii. 

York,  city  of,  in  England,  248,  i. 

York  and  Lancaster,  competition  of  the  families  for  the  crown 

of  England,  297",  i. 
York  town,  Virginia,  Comwallis  there  surrenders  his  army  to 

the  Americans,  273,  ii. 
York  river,  Virginia,  485,  ii. 
ZAARA,  a  desartin  Africa,  166,  ii. 
Zante,  the  island  of,  described,  35,  ii. 
Zealand,  New,  account  of,  636,  ii. 
Zocotra  island,  account  of,  200,  ii. 
Zodiac  described,  22,  i. 

Zones,  division  of  the  terrestrial  globe  by,  22,  i. 
Zuinglius,  the  Swiss  reformer,  character  of,  568,  i, 
Zurich,  a  city  in  Switzerland,  569,  i. 


THE  END. 
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